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TO  THE  QUEEN’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

WE,  by  your  Majesty’s  Letters  Patents  of  the  31st  December  1853 
appointed  “ to  be  the  Commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the  causes  which 
“ have  led  to,  or  have  aggravated,  the  late  outbreak  of  Cholera  in  the  towns  of 
“ Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Gateshead  and  Tynemouth,”  herewith  humbly  submit 
to  your  Majesty : 

That,  immediately  upon  the  issuing  of  the  said  Letters  Patents,  we  proceeded 
to  the  said  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  there,  in  the  ToAvn  Hall,  on  the 
5th  January,  1854,  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayors,  Town  Clerks,  and  others, 
the  officers  and  inhabitants  of  all  the  said  three  towns,  duly  opened  and  read  the 
said  Letters  Patents  and  held  a public  meeting  under  and  by  virtue  thereof ; 
and  that,  after  having  advertised  in  all  the  local  papers  during  two  successive 
weeks  our  intention  to  that  effect,  and  having  also  invited  any  and  all  persons 
to  appear  and  tender  evidence,  we  proceeded,  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Newcastle, 
on  the  19th,  and  thence  de  die  in  diem  till  the  30th  January,  and  again  on  the 
7th,  10th,  and  1 1th  March,  to  take  evidence  upon  oath  relative  to  that  town : — 
examining  altogether  about  seventy  Avitnesses,  including  four  Superintending 
Inspectors  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  ; thirteen  medical  officers  of  the 
Newcastle  charitable  institutions;  all  the  five  medical  officers  of  the  Newcastle  Poor 
Law  Union;  eight  other  medical  practitioners ; and  several  aldermen,  magistrates, 
and  other  members  and  officers  of  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  there,  besides  other  persons : — and  again  proceeded,  in  the 
ToAvn  Hall  of  Gateshead,  on  the  8th,  9fh,  and  10th  of  March,  to  take  evidence 
relative  to  that  town ; and  further  in  respect  of  Tynemouth  took  the  evidence 
of  the  Town  Clerk  there ; — the  greater  and  more  material  part  of  the  minutes 
of  all  which  evidence  is  hereto  annexed  ; — and  that  having  also  obtained 
documentary  information  from  the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  Deaths,  &c., 
and  from  divers  other  sources,  and  having  ourselves  made  several  personal 
inspections,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  by  ourselves  and  in  company  with 
official  and  other  personages,  of  various  parts  and  localities  of  Newcastle,  more 
than  one  personal  inspection  of  parts  of  Gateshead,  and  a cursory  inspection  of 
Tynemouth,  we  now  beg  humbly  to  report  as  folloAvs : — 


And  firstly,  as  regards  Newcastle  : 


L That  in  the  fifteen  years,  from  1839  to  1853,  both  inclusive,  the  tOAvn  of 
Newcastle  has  been  visited  by  various  epidemics,  some  of  which  have  been 
unusually  extensive  and  malignant. 

2.  That,  during  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  there,  upwards  of  1 500  persons 
(1527  or  1533)  perished  in  about  nine  weeks  out  of  a population  of  about 
90,000,  (87,784  at  the  census  of  1851,)  being  a mortality  of  more  than  1 in  60 
for  that  short  period ; that  of  the  four  parishes  and  Hat  townships,  into  AAffiich 
the  Borough  of  Newcastle  is  divided,  one  township  appears  to  have  escaped 
altogether,  while  in  the  others  the  mortality  varied  from  1 in  189  to  1 in  45  ; 
that  in  still  more  limited  districts  the  mortality  Avas  in  many  instances  still 
higher ; 8 persons  out  of  about  150  having  died  in  one  lane,  6 out  of  about  100 
in  another,  16  out  of  192  in  a third;  9 out  of  64  in  one  court,  10  out  of  70 
in  another,  and  20  out  of  II9  in  a third;  while  in  one  case  there  perished  as 
many  as  8 out  of  31  in  a single  house,  and  in  two  other  cases  4 out  of  5 and 
b out  of  6 in  a single  family. 

a 2 


Evidence,  Q.  15, 
18,  22,  25-29,  33- 
34,45,47,658,663, 
1490-4,  4049. 


P.  145,  474. 


P.  473,  and  note. 

Q.  3982. 

Q.  7324. 

Q„  7219,  2246-54. 
Q,.  2210-1,  2193. 
Q.  7119. 

Q.  4410,  4473-5. 
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Q.  1451-3,  6251. 


Q.  1464-5. 

Q.  1466-7,  1836-7. 
Q.  1454-6, 


Q.  7720,  P.  464. 


Q.  5259  et  seq. 


Q.  4777-84. 

P.  10,  near  bottom. 

Q.  304,  305, 

P.  44,  near  top. 

Q.  1667,  3829. 


Q.  232,  4735-9, 
1759,  5131-8. 


Q.  229. 


Q.  67-73,  215-227, 
.530-5,  1066-7, 
1832-5. 


Q.  536-4.3,  1165-8. 


3.  That  the  mortality  among  every  thousand  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  during 
each  of  the  last  fifteen  years  has,  according  to  the  returns  furnished  to  us  by 
the  Registrar  General,  been  as  follows : — 


Years. 

1839 

1840. 

1841 

1842. 

1843. 

1844. 

184.5. 

184G. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

18.50. 

18.51. 

1852. 

18.53. 

Deaths  per  I 
mille.  J 

30-7 

27-8 

29-2 

23-G 

25-6 

20-9 

22-3 

30-2 

32-8 

27-3 

29-1 

23-8 

26-1 

29-7 

43-3 

and  that  the  mortality  among  every  thousand  inhabitants  on  the  average  of 
those  fifteen  years  has  been  28'6  per  annum. 

4.  That  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  this  death-rate  is  deceptive ; firstly, 
owing  to  its  having  been  increased  by  the  deaths  in  Newcastle  of  sick  strangers, 
brought  thither  for  medical  advice  or  otherwise ; — an  increment,  however,  which 
(5vith  the  corresponding  decrement,  owing  to  the  deaths  of  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle  in  other  places,  Avhither  they  may  have  been  taken  for  change  of  air) 
we  do  not,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  to  the  contrary,  deem  of  importance ; — 
and  secondly,  owing  to  the  deaths  arising  from  accidents  in  mines  and  factories ; 
but  that,  although  in  possession  of  no  exact  statistics  upon  this  point,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  increment  hence  arising  is  also  comparatively  but 
inconsiderable : to  which  we  need  only  add  that,  as  regards  the  first,  a similar 
increment  will  appear  in  the  death-rates  of  all  considerable  towns,  and  as 
regards  the  second,  in  the  death-rates  of  all  mining  and  manufacturing  toAvns. 

5.  That  it  has  further  been  urged  upon  us  that  the  mortality  of  Newcastle 
is  not  by  any  means  without  a parallel ; that  the  mortality  among  every 
thousand  inhabitants  of  the  four  following  places  (selected  for  comparison  with 
Newcastle  by  the  Corporation  of  that  place)  has,  on  the  average  of  the  same 
fifteen  years,  and  on  the  same  authority  of  the  Registrar  General,  been  as 
follows: — In  Leeds,  28%5  ; in  Hull,  29*8;  in  Manchester,  33’ 1 ; and  in  Liver- 
pool, 37*6  per  annum ; but  that  these  facts  have  not,  in  our  judgment,  any 
material  bearing  on  the  question  before  us,  more  especially  as  the  places  com- 
pared appear  to  be  by  no  means  properly  comparable,  either  in  respect  of  natural 
advantages,  or  of  many  other  highly  important  points. 

6.  That  the  town  of  Newcastle  is  situated  on  a steep  slope,  ascending  from 
the  Tyne  to  the  height  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  feet,  at  a point  where  this 
general  slope  is  further  cleft  into  lateral  slopes  and  valleys  by  several  tortuous 
burns,  deans  or  brooks,  which  there  run  into  the  Tyne ; that  the  whole  site  of 
the  town  is  a succession  of  acclivities  and  declivities,  steep  enough  in  many 
instances  to  be  traversable  only  by  long  flights  of  steps ; a great  majority  of  the 
streets  and  thoroughfares  lying  at  very  considerable  elevations,  and  even  the 
lowest  being  from  five  to  eight  feet  above  springtide  high  water ; and  that  (by 
universal  consent)  it  affords  remarkable  facilities  for  sewerage,  drainage,  and 
other  sanitary  arrangements ; that  the  main  body  of  the  town  does  certainly  lie 
in  a kind  of  amphitheatre,  surrounded  on  the  west,  north  and  east,  by  ground 
higher  than  itself,  and  having  on  its  south  the  Tyne,  just  where  that  river  makes 
a considerable  bend  ; but  that  the  dimensions  of  this  amphitheatre  are  too  large, 
and  the  width  of  the  river  too  great,  to  allow  of  our  regarding  these  circum- 
stances as  any  serious  impediment  to  the  general  ventilation  of  the  town ; and 
that  excepting  these,  and  excepting  that  almost  all  the  upper  part  of  the  towm 
lies  on  clay  or  loam  approaching  thereto,  we  know  of  nothing  in  any  degree 
unfavourable  about  its  physical  position,  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  of  opinion  that 
it  might  and  ought  to  be  a very  healthy  town. 

7-  That  the  death-rate  of  Newcastle  above-mentioned,  whether  high  or  low 
as  compared  with  that  of  other  places,  is  unquestionably  very  high  for  New- 
castle, and  might  as  unquestionably  be  very  greatly  reduced  ; that,  bearing  in 
mind  the  great  sanitary  capabilities  of  Newcastle,  we  are  of  opinion  that,  on 
the  average  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  the  actual  annual  mortality  has  been 
nearly  double  the  natural  or  necessary  mortality  of  the  place ; and  that 
(supposing  no  life  Avere  Avasted  for  Avant  of  sanitary  precautions  and  arrange- 
ments) l6  per  1,000  per  annum  would  be  an  over  high,  15  per  1,000  a 
moderate,  and  14  per  1,000  by  no  means  an  uiiAvarran table  estimate  of  that 
natural  or  necessary  mortality ; whence  follows  that,  on  the  average  of  those 
fifteen  years,  (supposing  the  population  during  that  period  to  have  averaged 
80,000),  certainly  1,000,  probably  1,100,  and  possibly  even  1,200  lives  have 
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annually  been  sacrificed  in  Newcastle,  owing  to  the  artificial  aggravation  of 
natural  diseases. 

8.  That  for  each  of  the  1,000,  1,100,  or  1,200  fatal  cases  thus  annually  . . 

produced  in  Newcastle,  there  will  also  have  been  produced  several  not  fatal,  , 

but  more  or  less  severe,  cases  of  the  same  artificially  aggravated  diseases ; 

and  that,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  amount  of  misery  and  distress 
entailed  upon  all  classes,  and  of  destitution,  pauperism  and  even  crime  but  too 
frequently  entailed  upon  the  poorer  classes  by  such  calamities — (to  say  nothing 
at  the  present  moment  of  the  expense  of  tending  the  sick,  burying  the  dead.  See.,  vide  post,  § 100. 
especially  to  the  payers  of  the  poor’s  rate,  who  not  only  have  to  pay  for  their 
own,  but  also  for  their  pauper  neighbours’  shares  in  these  disasters) — we  cannot 
but  feel  shocked  at  the  spectacle  before  us : a spectacle,  which  is  rendered 
only  the  more  deplorable  by  the  consideration,  that  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle 
is  not  only  ancient,  wealthy  and  influential,  but  has  for  at  least  seven  years  pos- 
sessed under  its  own  local  Acts  (in  addition  to  those  conferred  on  it  by  public 
Statutes)  unusually  extensive  sanitary  powers,  the  exercise  of  which  could  not  . ^ 

have  lailed  signally  to  mitigate  and  reduce  this  excess  of  disease  and  mortality. 

9.  That  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Newcastle  was  unquestionably  more  • ■ 

severe  than  any  previous  outbreak  of  that  disease  in  that  town,  but  not  apparently  Q-  H88-r)2. 
more  so  than  previous  outbreaks  of  it  in  other  places  : and  that  this  greater 

severity  appears  to  have  consisted  rather  in  the  greater  extent  of  its  attacks,  than  Q-  -j3-o. 
in  the  greater  malignancy  of  them,  or  in  the  higher  proportions  of  deaths  to  cases. 

10.  That  this  greater  severity  cannot  in  any  material  degree  have  been  owing 
to  a circumstance,  Avhich  (when  present)  halhtually  increases  the  virulence  of 

epidemics  generally,  and  which  is  known  to  have  aggravated  some  of  the  previous  Q-  10,21,  h[. 
epidemics  in  Newcastle,  viz  : — distress  and  insufficiency  of  food  among  the 
poorer  classes;  the  whole  population  appearing  to  have  participated  in  the  Q.  848-j2, 5o73. 
recent  prosperity  of  the  place. 

11.  That  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  this  greater  severity  has  been  due 

to  a greater  intensity  of  some  supposed  ulHmate  virus  or  specific  poison  ; but  "j86-0,  820, 

that  we  have  no  evidence  of  the  operation,  if  even  of  the  existence,  of  any  ''  ' 

such  virus  or  poison,  except  in  the  presence  of  sanitary  defects  and  grievances;  IK’-I,  693-70 1, 

and  that  it  seems  probable  that  this  increased  severity  of  cholera  has  been 
mainly  due  to  an  increased  intensity  of  predisposing  local  causes. 

12.  That  many  of  the  causes,  which  beyond  all  (picstion  have  materially 
aggravated  the  virulence  of  many  ]ircvioiis  epidemics  there,  and,  as  we  doubt  nor, 
ol  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  also,  are  obvious  on  a very  slight  inspection  of 
the  town,  especially  of  the  poorer  districts  ; that  few  persons,  probably,  in  any 
degree  ac(|uainted  with  sanitary  matters,  could  pass  through  certain  of  those 
districts  without  at  once  seeing  indications  of  sanitary  defects  and  grievances 
sullicient  to  account  for  almost  any  extent  of  preventiblc  disease  and  mortality ; 
and  that  it  would  be  difficult,  we  think,  for  any  such  persons  to  make  a detailed 
inspection  of  those  districts,  or  even  to  read  the  accounts  of  such  detailed  in-  r.  12-16,43-50, 
spections,  rvithout  coming  to  strong  conclusions  on  the  matter;  and  that  the  52-6 162-6,  171- 
cvidence  which  we  have  taken  has  mainly  served,  firstly  to  confirm  in  detail  -3^.  - < 3-9, 

the  accuracy  of  the  impressions  produced  upon  us  b}"  our  personal  examinations 
of  the  town,  and  secondly  to  convince  us  that  no  other  tenable  explanation 
of  the  habitual  virulence  of  epidemics  and  continual  excess  of  mortality  there 
was  forthcoming. 

1 .‘3.  Tliat  these  aggravative  causes  not  only  arc  now  obvious,  but  have  long 
been  notorious  in  the  town;  that  in  the  year  1846  remarkable  sanitary  powers 
for  the  suppression  of  many  of  them  were  obtained  by  the  C’orporation  under  f)  jj. 
a Local  Act;  that  in  the  year  184/  two  Sanitary  Associations  were  formed  c.  exxi. 
there,  the  one  consisting  of  the  chief  medical  practitioners,  town  councillors  85-7. 
and  other  ])rincipal  inhabitants  of  that  place  and  of  Gateshead,  and  the  other 
()t‘  the  working  men  there,  Avho  from  that  time  to  this  liave  taken  a remark-  ^ 

able  interest  in  such  matters  ; and  that  these  Associations,  in  their  interviews  and 
communications  with  the  Cor|)oration,  in  their  reports  and  at  their  public  273-4, q|.7l7()-7, 

meetings,  have  from  lime  to  time  drawn  particular  attention  to  the  existence  !’•  39-43,  273-280, 
and  pernicious  intluence  of  those  causes,  as  well  as  to  the  powers  possessed  by 
the  Corporation  for  the  supjiression  of  them  ; that  in  the  three  years,  1847-9, 
a variety  of  memoi-ials  and  rc])resentations  on  the  subject  were  made  to  the  Town  Q-  1181-7,  3830, 
Council  and  other  local  authorities  in  a variety  of  ways  : and  that  in  December 


P.34-43. 


Q.  656,  910-3, 
1061,  1153-7, 
1486-7,  1945-7, 
1990,3334,3772-3, 
3926,  4068. 

Q.  79. 


Q.  83. 

Q.  84,  665,  914-5, 
1158. 


Q.  105. 


Q.  106-7. 


P.  40, 

Q.  676,935-7, 11 58, 
1614-5,  3776-8. 


P.  41,42. 


Q.  681.  818,  939 
40,  1510-5,  3780. 


Q.  684,941, 1176- 
80,  3782. 
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1849,  an  official  inquiry  into  the  mortality  of  Newcastle  was  instituted  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  by  Superintending  Inspector  of  Health  Mr.  Rawlinson,  in  the 
course  of  which  a great  number  of  these  aggravative  causes,  and  the  non-exercise 
by  the  Corporation  of  their  then  powers  for  the  suppression  of  them,  were 
specially  and  publicly  adverted  to. 

14.  That  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical  Charitable  Institutions  of  the  place 
(the  trustworthiness  of  which  has  been  affirmed  by  numerous  medical  witnesses), 
in  commenting  on  the  virulence  and  fatality  of  successive  epidemics,  have 
habitually  indicated  and  pointed  out  those  aggravative  causes.  For  instance,  in 
reference  to  the  great  scarlatina  epidemic  of  1845-7,  we  find  it  stated,  that  its 
ravages  were  far  from  being  greatest  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,”  and  that 
“ the  disease  was  fearfully  fatal  in  confined  courts,  where  the  drainage  was 
“ superficial,  filth  accumulated,  and  the  houses  were  devoid  of  proper  means 
“ of  ventilation.” 

In  like  manner,  in  reference  to  the  great  Irish  fever  epidemic  of  1846-8,  we 
find  it  stated  that  the  poverty,  filth,  and  bad  ventilation  in  the  chosen  seats  of 
the  disease  were  such  “as  to  warrant  the  fear  of  an  epidemic  disease  being 
“ generated  among  them,  without  an  actual  importation  of  it ; ” that  “ nothing 
“ could  be  more  ingeniously  adapted  for  the  engendering  or  disseminating  of 
“ infection  than  the  tramper’s  boarding-house,  or  the  tenemented  dwellings  of 
“ the  lower  Irish  ; ” that  “ here  fever  had  its  constant  home  ; ” and  that  “ from 
“ hence,  when  aggravated  by  privation,  epidemic  influence  or  other  depressing 
“ cause,  it  spread  abroad.” 

Again,  in  allusion  to  the  epidemics  of  1852-3,  we  find  it  reported  that  “ the 
“ fatal  issue  of  some  of  the  cases  seemed  to  be  caused  or  hastened  by  the  dark, 
“ dirty,  damp  dwellings,  in  which  the  patients  were  confined,  many  of  them 
“ not  being  fit  for  the  habitation  of  human  beings  ; ” that  “ a very  large  number 
“ of  cases  of  illness  occurred  among  persons  residing  in  the  most  crowded  and 
“ filthy  rooms,  possessing  no  means  whatsoever  of  ventilation,  so  that  the  air 
“ was  of  the  most  vitiated  and  stifling  description ; ” and  that  the  “ maladies 
“ affecting  patients  of  this  kind  were  usually  of  the  most  fatal  character.” 

15.  That  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary 
Association,  in  their  report  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  December  1849,  after  stating  that 
the  “ excessive  mortality  during  the  last  few  years  had  arisen  solely  from  zymotic 
“ or  epidemic,  which  are  in  fact  the  most  preventible  diseases,”  proceeded  as 
follows : “ To  describe  the  seats  of  typhus  and  other  forms  of  continued  fever, 
“ would  be  to  enumerate  all  the  narrow  undrained  alleys  in  the  older  parts 
“ of  the  town,  together  with  many  equally  unhealthy,  because  still  more 
“ neglected,  districts  in  the  suburbs.  In  many  parts  of  Newcastle  fever  maybe 
“ said  to  be  never  absent ; and  a continued  residence  in  those  unwholesome 
“ dwellings  is  certain  to  involve  the  prostration,  and  eventually  the  death,  of 
“ some  members  of  the  family  by  fever.” 

Again,  after  alluding  to  “ the  comparative  exemption  of  Newcastle  from  the 
“ then  recent  visitation  of  cholera,”  “as  a remarkable  instance  of  the  efficacy  of 
“ even  the  slight  and  partial  measures  then  recently  adopted  for  the  sanitary 
“ improvement  of  the  town,  and  as  a strong  ground  of  encouragement  for  the 
“ further  prosecution  of  that  improvement,”  the  medical  committee  proceeded  to 
observe,  that  “ the  comparatively  few  cases  of  malignant  cholera  which  had 
“ occurred  in  Newcastle  supplied,  they  thought,  amply  sufficient  evidence  both 
“ of  the  invariable  dependence  of  attacks  of  this  epidemic  on  certain  predisposing 
“ physical  causes,  and  also  of  the  necessity  for  continued  vigilance  on  the  part 
“ of  the  authorities,  lest  this  fearful  disease,  in  the  event  of  a further  visitation, 
“ by  no  means  an  uncommon  accident  in  its  erratic  course,  should  exercise  a 
“ more  destructive  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle” 

16.  That  “the  continued  vigilance  on  the  part ‘ of  the  authorities,”  which, 
according  to  the  report  of  that  medical  committee,  had  been  proved  to  be 
necessary  in  order  to  guard  against  a further  and  more  destructive  outbreak — 
such  as  actually  occurred  last  autumn — does  not  appear  to  have  been  exercised 
by  those  authorities ; that,  except  in  certain  points  partially  affecting  its  out- 
door condition,  no  material  or  permanent  improvement*  in  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  town,  and  especially  of  the  poorer  districts,  appears  to  have  taken  place 

* Q.  666-72,  677-80,  754-82,  919-21,  930,  1073-91,  1147,  1201-3,  1421-33,  2562-7,3163-70, 
3637-44,  3653-64,  3731,  3900-3,  4077-80,  4168-9,  4494,  4666-70,  4827,  4913-6,  6447,  7011-7, 
7178-82,  7191^6,  7204*9,  7243-5. 
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for  iiiaiiy  years  ; that  the  ‘descriptions  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  in 
previous  years,  hereto  annexed,  were  in  the  main  applicable  to  it  in  the  autumn 
of  1853;  that  the  same  causes,  which  at  those  previous  periods  were  reported 
as  exercising  an  unfavourable  influence  in  respect  of  the  then  prevalent  epidemics, 
were  also  to  a very  great  degree  present  last  autumn,  and  exercised  a similar 
unfavourable  influence  in  respect  of  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  ; and  that  the 
sanitary  state,  especially  of  the  poorer  districts  of  Newcastle,  at  the  time  of  the 
late  outbreak,  was  such  as  to  warrant  the  apprehension  that  an  epidemic,  if  it 
did  make  its  appearance,  would  prevail  there  very  severely. 

17.  That  some  of  the  medical  practitioners,  who  gave  evidence  before  us, 
while  concurring  in  the  received  views  as  to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  attacks 
and  ravages  of  epidemics  generally,  made  various  statements  and  suggestions 
tending  to  intimate  that  the  cholera,  at  its  late  outbreak  in  Newcastle,  did  not 
obey  the  same  laws  as  ordinary  epidemics,  but  proved  itself  more  or  less  inde- 
pendent of  the  local  causes  predisposing  to  other  epidemics ; and,  in  particular, 
endeavoured  to  instance  to  us  the  occurrence  of  cholera  in  localities  free  from 
any  material  sanitary  defects  or  predisposing  local  causes. 

18.  That  we  at  once  accepted  the  task  of  the  investigation  thus  proposed  to 
us,  and  from  time  to  time  pursued  the  inquiry  into  the  true  sanitary  state  of 
the  localities  * thus  suggested  to  us  as  free  from  material  sanitary  defects  ; but 
that  these  investigations,  far  from  conducing  to  the  conclusions  in  support  of  which 
they  were  originally  proposed,  serve,  in  our  opinion,  rather  to  bear  out  the 
contrary,  and  to  illustrate  the  close  connection  habitually  prevailing  between 
the  virulence  of  cholera  and  the  neglect  of  ordinary  sanitary  precautions. 

19.  That  the  circumstance,  which  chiefly  gave  rise  to  these  peculiar  views  and 
suggestions,  appears  to  have  been  this,  viz. : — That  the  cholera,  during  its  late 
outbreak,  did  not,  as  on  former  occasions,  confine  itself  almost  exclusively  to 
the  ordinary  and  habitual  seats  of  disease,  inhabited  by  the  poorer  classes,  but 
also  extended  its  ravages  to  adjacent  and  in  some  respects  better  conditioned 
localities,  inhabited  by  the  middling  and  even  upper  classes ; but  that  this 
circumstance  is,  in  our  opinion,  properly  and  easily  explicable  on  recognized 
sanitary  principles,  and  affords  an  illustration  of,  rather  than  an  exception  to,  the 
ordinary  laws  of  public  health. 

20.  That  one  such  explanation  of  a similar  feature  in  the  great  scarlatina 
epidemic  of  1845-7  was  suggested  in  the  Newcastle  Dispensary  Report  for 
1847,  which,  after  observing  that  “in  these  confined  courts  the  drainage  was 
“ only  supci-ficial,  and  that  large  masses  of  filth  were  allowed  to  accumulate 
“ round  the  doors,  while  the  houses  themselves  were  almost  entirely  devoid  of 
“ proper  means  of  ventilation,  and  this  in  localities  surroimded  on  all  sides  by 
“ the  habitations  of  the  wealthier  classes,”  proceeded  to  inquire : “ Can  it  then 
“ be  a matter  of  surprise  that  disease  should  occasionally  visit  them  (the 
“ habitations  of  the  wealthier  classes)  with  as  much  severity  as  the  late 
“ epidemic  has,  in  too  many  instances,  done  ?” — and  that  a similar  explanation 
of  this  same  feature  of  that  epidemic  Avas  also  given  at  the  time  by  an  inde- 
pendent medical  practitioner. 

21.  That  on  the  12th  September  1853,  in  the  height  of  the  recent  outbreak, 
Mr.  Grainger,  Superintending  Inspector  of  Health  in  the  medical  department, 
reported  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  that  “ there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
“ general  malaria,  rising  out  of  the  neglected  and  miserable  parts  of  Newcastle, 
“ overhangs  the  whole  town  and  penetrates  into  every  domicile,  and  acts  in  this 
“ epidemic  period  as  an  intensifying,  predisposing,  and  all-influential  cause.” 

22.  That,  bcai  iiig  in  mind  the  unusually  heavy  and  stagnant  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  which  appears  to  liave  ]ire\’ailed  in  tlie  town  during  the  worst 
dominance  of  the  late  epidemic,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  above  is  to  a 
certain  extent  a true  solution  or  explanation  of  the  circumstance  alluded  to  ; 
and  that  we  entertain  no  doubt  whatsoever  as  to  the  virulence  f ol‘  the 
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(4avt<in-stn‘c( — (^.38.3.5,  4.5.5.3-82,  461.5-7,  4626-36,  4644,4796-4802.  Ncdson-strect  — Q.  4592, 
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late  outbreak  having  been  substantially  dependent  upon  the  same  sanitai'v 
defects,  to  which  the  virulence  of  other  epidemics  is  known  and  admitted  to  have 
been  attributable,  and  whicli  are  hereinafter  adverted  to. 

23.  That  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Newcastle,  a.d.  1848-9,  was  light  and 
mild,  and  that  this  circumstance  appears  to  have  been  ascribed,  not  only  by  the 
inhabitants  generally,  but  also  by  the  medical  practitioners  especially,  to  the 
temporary  mitigation  of  the  sanitary  defects  of  the  town,  which  had  just 
previously  been  brought  about  under  pressure  of  the  great  Irish  fever  epidemic, 
A.D.  1847-8,  particularly  in  respect  of  a general  cleansing  which  had  then  been 
effected  by  the  Corporation,  of  an  improved  water  supply,  and  of  a newly- 
established  system  for  the  removal  and  exportation  of  town  refuse. 

24.  That  in  further  corroboration  of  the  above  opinions  we  would  observe, 
that,  during  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Newcastle,  there  were  registered  among 
the  519  persons  then  residing  within  the  walls  of  the  barracks  there,  over  and 
above  nine  cases  of  dysentery,  no  less  than  451  (more  or  less  slight)  cases  of 
diarrhoea,  of  which,  however,  not  a single  one  passed  on  into  the  more  advanced 
or  developed  stage  of  cholera;  while  in  the  village  of  Spital  Tongues  (within  the 
borough  of  Newcastle),  very  similarly  situated  and  within  200  or  300  yards  of 
the  barracks — but  whose  sanitary  condition  appears  to  have  been  very  bad— 
there  occurred  no  less  than  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  fatal,  beside  other  no^ 
fatal,  cases  of  cholera  in  a population  of  about  500  persons  ; that  this  comparative 
exemption  of  the  barracks,  although  in  part,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  generally 
robust  health  of  the  inmates,  will  also  in  part  have  been  owing  to  its  originally 
better  sanitary  condition  and  to  the  energetic  adoption  of  sanitary  and  medical 
precautions  there  immediately  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  disease  in  the  town ; 
and  that  the  adoption  of  similar  precautions  in  Spital  Tongues  and  throughout 
the  rest  of  Newcastle  could  hardly  have  failed  to  exercise  a similar  influence 
in  mitigating  the  virulence  of  the  epidemic  there  also. 

We  may  add  that  in  the  gaol  at  Newcastle,  usually  a healthy  establishment, 
there  occurred  as  many  as  9 deaths  from  cholera  out  of  a number  of  inmates 
never  at  any  one  time  much  exceeding  144,  and,  including  all  who  at  different  periods 
of  the  epidemic  passed  through  the  prison,  amounting  to  236  ; chiefly  owing,  as  it 
should  seem,  to  the  temporarily  impure  condition  of  the  atmosphere  there, 
arising  from  the  temporarily  overcrowded  state  of  that  institution. 

25.  That  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  to  show  that  the  late  outbreak,  in 
Newcastle  was  in  any  degree  owing  to  the  arrival  there  of  any  infected  ships, 
sailors  or  other  persons  from  any  already  infected  localities,  or  to  any  such 
importation  from  abroad  as  quarantine  regulations  or  sanitary  cordons  could 
have  prevented. 

26.  That  considerable  districts  of  Newcastle  to  this  day  present  all  the  Avorst 
insanitary  features  of  old  walled  towns,  greatly  aggravated  by  other  evils  of  a 
comparatively  modern  origin  ; that  except  in  respect  of  the  destruction  of  a fcAV 
small  pestilent  courts  and  entries  effected  by  the  driving  of  the  York,  Newcastle 
and  Berwick  and  other  raihvays  through  the  town,  by  the  making  or  preparing 
for  some  among  the  many  new  streets,  which  the  Town  Council  by  their  local 
Acts  have  taken  power  to  make,  and  by  the  pulling  down  of  about  thirty 
buildings  in  Sandgate,  the  older  and  lower  parts  of  the  town  may,  many  of  them, 
be  said  to  have  remained  unaltered  in  their  form  of  house-construction 
for  centuries;  the  joint  committee  of  the  Town  Council  and  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  their  report,  Oct.  1853,  observing  that  “ Sandgate  has  existed, 
“ as  it  now  exists,  for  hundreds  of  years.” 

27.  That  there  are  considerable  districts,  especially  in  the  lower  and  older 
parts  of  Newcastle,  in  Avhich  almost  all  the  houses  are  built  back  to  back,  so  as  to 
be  incapable  of  through  ventilation,  and  with  their  fronts  within  so  few  feet  of  one 
another,  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  sunshine,  wind  or  rain  to  reach 
directly  even  their  exterior  Avails  ; many  of  these  misciTiblc  lanes  or  entries  being 
moreover  closed  iqi  or  covered  over  at  one  or  even  at  both  ends. 

28.  That  in  the  district  knoAvn  by  the  name  of  Sandgate  there  arc  a number  of 
narrow  lanes  and  entries,  extending  from  the  thoroughfare  of  that  name  and  from 
St.  Ann’s  Street  nortliAvard  to  the  Ncav  Road  and  southward  to  the  Quay,  Avhose 
aggregate  length  exceeds  a mile,  Avhile  their  average  breadth  at  the  bottom 
but  rarely  exceeds  four  feet;  the  upper  stories  of  the  houses,  many  of 
Avhich  are  lofty,  often  projecting  over  the  loAver  ones,  so  as  to  leave  at  the 
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top  nothing  but  a mere  chink  or  rift  for  liglit  and  air  to  make  their  \vay 
through. 


29.  That,  on  entering  some  of  the  houses  in  such  localities  during  our  day-  o.  400O. 
inspections  of  the  town,  we  were  arrested  at  the  door  by  a darkness  which  was 
little  less  than  total,  aiul  were  obliged  to  wait  a moment  or  two  before  we 
could  sec  sufficiently  well  to  grope  our  way  up  the  stairs ; and  that  more  than 
one  of  the  parochial  medical  officers  have  spoken  to  the  fact  of  their  sometimes  q 
labouring  under  the  necessity  of  taking  a candle,  in  order  to  sec  their  patients  yo2i.  P. 
in  some  of  the  rooms  in  these  places,  even  at  noonday  in  the  height  of  summer. 


3015, 

0 J. 


30.  That  the  sanitary  defects  of  such  a character  of  house-construction 
(which  can  hardly  have  been  otherwise  than  considerable,  even  when  a sub- 
stantial burgher  with  his  single  I'amily  occupied  an  entire  house),  arc  frightfully 
aggravated  now-a-days ; when,  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  Avealthier  classes  into 
the  loftier  and  airier  districts  of  the  extending  town,  these  lower  and  older  parts 
liavc  fallen  almost  exclusively  into  the  occupation  of  the  lower  and  lowest 
classes ; and  Avhen,  over  and  above  that  the  houses,  many  of  them  centuries  old, 
have  become  miserably  decayed  and  dilapidated,  not  only  is  almost  every  single  2092  2739. 
room  throughout  each  house  occupied  by  a separate  family,  but  also  many  single  q.s2, 530-2  “>061 
and  small  rooms  serve  as  the  only  habitation  for  two  or  more  entire  families,  or  2280-90,  p’.  190.’ 
for  a whole  family  and  for  several  additional  inmates,  visitors  or  lodgers.  (J.  2973-8,  3485. 


31.  That  there  arc  other  and  considerable  districts  of  Newcastle,  in  which, 
owing  to  the  abniptncss  with  which  the  site  of  the  town  slopes  down  to  the 
river  or  its  tributaric.«,  whole  rows  of  houses  arc  built  into  or  against  the  bank, 
so  as  to  have  the  earth  of  the  declivity  above  piled  up  against  their  back  or 
side.  Avails  for  a greater  or  less  height,  and  so  as  to  incur,  in  respect  of  so  much 
of  them  at  least,  all  the  Avorst  disadvantages  of  underground  dAVcllings. 

32.  That  the  soil  of  the  upjier  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  site  of 
NcAvcastle  consists  of  a thinnish  stratum  of  strong  loam  or  clay,  irregularly 
veined  Avith  sand  or  graA'el,  lying  on  a thick  stratum  of  very  impervious  strong 
clay ; that,  owing  to  the  A'cry  general  Avant  of  drainage  in  many  districts,  this 
soil  is  necessarily  and  habitually  dam]) ; and  that  this  dampness  of  the  soil, 
aggravated  in  many  instances  by  the  infiltrations  from  the  excessiA'e  filth  Avitli 
Avhich  the  surface  of  the  ground  is  strewn,  is  absorbed  into  the  brick  and  timber 
Avork  of  the  houses,  es])ecially  of  those  built  into  and  against  the  bank-side, 
until  the  Avails  of  many  of  them  are  permanent!}’  and  habitually  damp,  and  but 
too  fre{]uently  Avith  Avorse  than  mere  Avater. 

33.  That  the  report  of  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gates- 
head Sanitary  Association,  made  the  ISth  December,  18d9,  after  alluding  to  one 
of  the  most  notorious  of  such  localities,  in  Avhich,  during  three  months  of  the 
epidemic  of  1847,  there  had  occurred  5 deaths  and  hU  cases  of  fcA’cr  among 
.5.^)  inhabitants,  proceeds  to  observe  : — “ Nor  Avas  there  any  difficulty  in  dis- 
“ coA'cring  the  ]ihysical  causes  Avhich  thus  doomed  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
“ of  these  pest-houses  to  certain  suffering,  and  the  possible  contingency  of 
“ premature  death ; for  being  built  in  close  contact  Avith  the  earth  forming  the 
“ side  of  a steep  bank,  the  Avails  of  these  houses  Averc  necessarily  and  constantly 
“ imbued  Avith  moisture,  Avhile  a large  collection  of  every  species  of  tilth  from 
“ piggeries  and  heaps,  cVc.,  on  the  summit  of  the  bank  above,  supplied  a constant 
“ source  of  putrefying  licpiid  to  mingle  Avith  the  natural  drainage  Avater,  and 
“ ooze  Avith  it  into  the  porous  Avails  of  the  subjacent  dAvellings.  It  is  but  proper 
“ to  mention  that,  since  the  period  of  that  A’isit,  the  Town  Council  Ihia'c 
“ enacted  a byc-hiAV  forbidding  pigs  to  be  kept  Avithin  thetoAvn;  but  the  other 
“ evils  remain  unremedied,  and  are  unfortunately  but  too  common  in  all  the  low- 
“ lying  parts  of  the  toAvn — to  AA’hich  avc  can  only  add,  that  many  of  the 
localities  thus  alluded  to  continued,  until  the  time  of  our  visits  even,  to  exist  in 
a state  not  materially  altered  from  that  in  Avhich  they  are  thus  described  to  luiA  e 
existed  in  1847  and  1849;  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak  there  Avere, 
Ave  fear,  but  too  many  places  to  Avhich  such  a description  Avas  in  a great  degree 
ajiplicable. 

34.  That  the  far  too  frequent  practice  of  building  privies  and  ash-pits,  Avherc 
such  conveniences  exist  at  all,  against  the  Avails  of  houses,  so  as  occasionally  to 
allow  of  the  liquid  hlth  oozing  directly  through  the  Avails  into  living  and  sleeping 
rooms,  and  so  as  habitually  to  bring  these  “ poison  pits”  directly  alongside  or 
below  them  or  otherwise  close  to  their  doors  and  AvindoAVs,  is  another  instance  of 
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the  artificial  and  gTatuitous  aggravation  of  sanitary  evils  ; and  that,  owing  to  the 
custom  of  allowing  heaps  of  filth  to  accumulate  in  the  corners  of  courts  and 
entries  against  the  walls  of  houses,  every  shower  of  rain,  by  saturating  these 
heaps,  tends  to  render  and  keep  damp  the  walls  of  the  adjoining  houses,  even 
where  the  means  of  ordinary  surface  drainage  are  not  wanting. 

35.  That  there  are  districts  in  Newcastle  which,  in  the  totality  of  sanitary  evil, 
or  ill  respect'  of  the  many  sanitary  defects  simultaneously  exhibited,  are,  according 
to  three  Superintending  Inspectors  of  Health,  whom  we  have  examined,  more  mis- 
conditioned  probably  than  any  other  districts  of  anything  like  the  same  area  in 
any  other  town  in  Great  Britain  ; that  a negative  confirmation  of  this  testimony 
may  probably  be  gathered  from  the  refusal  of  the  present  superintendent  of 
police  in  Newcastle  (formerly  a member  of  the  metropolitan  police  in  the  West- 
minster district,)  to  answer  our  questions  in  respect  even  of  the  very  first 
point,  in  which  w-e  proposed  to  institute  a comparison  between  the  worst  districts 
of  Westminster  and  of  Newcastle;  and  that,  whatever  be  the  comparative  con- 
dition of  these  latter  districts,  their  actual  condition  is  in  the -highest  degree 
lamentable  and  prejudicial  to  health. 

36.  That  the  joint  committee  of  the  To-wn  Council  and  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  their  report,  October  1853,  affirmed  that  “the  greater  part  of 
“ Sandgate  is  not  fit  to  be  inhabited and  that  there  are  considerable  districts  in 
the  towm  which  not  only  appear  to  be  in  the  main  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
but  also  to  be  so  radically  rnisconstructed  and  decayed  as  to  be,  by  consent  of 
several  witnesses,*  almost  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  for  habitation  so  long 
as  the  present  structures  shall  exist. 

37.  That  the  district,  most  frequently  referred  to  as  an  instance  hereof,  is  that 
of  Sandgate,  which,  however,  appears  to  be  by  no  means  the  worst  in  all  respects 
among  the  districts  of  Newcastle ; that  a district  known  by  the  name  of  Pandon 
is  probably  worse  than  Sandgate ; and  that  there  are  other  districts  also  whose 
sanitary  condition  appears  to  be  but  little,  if  any,  better. 

38.  That  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  older  parts  of  Newcastle  has,  in 
many  instances,  been  the  slow  and  cumulative  result  of  gradual,  and  therefore 
imperceptible,  changes ; whereas  in  the  newer  parts  a similar  miscondition  has 
arisen  from  the  deliberate  intentions  of  the  builders : many  rows  and  streets 
having  been  erected  or  re-built,  even  quite  recently,  and  let  as  tenemented 
(which  is  only  another  name  for  overcrowded)  houses,  which  were  utterly 
unsewered  and  undrained,  incapable  of  proper  ventilation,  wholly  unsupplied 
with  necessary  domestic  conveniences  or  else  supplied  with  them  in  the  most 
objectionable  situations,  and  which  had  neither  paving,  flagging  nor  channelling 
about  them  to  prevent  in  any  degree  the  constant  sinking  and  trampling 
of  all  sorts  of  filth  and  refuse  into  the  ground,  and  the  subsequent 
re-exhalation  of  noxious  vapours  into  the  air ; while  in  several  cases  cellars  and 
under-ground  rooms,  things  almost  unknown  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town, 
have  been  introduced  and  converted  into  dwellings. 

39.  That  the  joint  committee  of  the  Town  Council  and  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  in  their  report,  October  1853,  observed,  that  “ some  modern  streets 
“ and  lanes  had  been  formed  by  speculators  in  those  townships,  which  were 
“ added  to  the  Borough  under  the  Municipal  Reform  Act,  which  were  scarcely 
“ less  calculated  to  generate  disease  than  the  closHy  packed  habitations  of 
“ Sandgate;”  that  Superintending  Inspector  of  liealthMr.  Lee,  in  his  report 
to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  September  1853,  in  speaking  of  a part  of 
the  township  of  Westgate,  observed  that  “ typhus-fever,  cholera  or  other 
“ epidemic  disease  ought  never  to  have  existed  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  never 
“ Avould  have  done,  but  for  the  criminal  cupidity  of  builders,  and  the  absence  or 
“ non-enforcement  of  proper  regulations ;”  and  again,  that,  “ after  witnessing 
“ the  awful  destruction  of  human  life  in  this  locality  within  the  last  month,  it 
“ was  impossible  to  repress  the  strong  feeling  of  indignation,  which  arose  from  a 
“ conviction  that  it  was  all  entirely  preventible  ;”  on  all  which  points  his  report 
has  since  been  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Sang,  parochial  medical 
officer  of  the  district  including  Westgate. 

40.  That  under  their  Local  Improvement  Acts,  1837  and  1846,  the  Town 
Council  of  Newcastle  obtained  complete  powers  of  supervision,  and  extensive, 
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though  not  perhaps  complete  powers  of  control  over  the  formation  of  new 
streets  and  the  erection  or  re-erection  of  houses  there,  wdth  a view  to  the 
enforcement  of  “ all  the  regulations  relative  to  the  proper  construction  of 
“ houses  and  buildings  within  the  Borough,”  including  the  provision  of  proper 
domestic  conveniences  and  other  important  points;  that  in  1849,  on  the  occasion 
of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  official  inquiry,  the  Town  Surveyor  admitted  that  the  latter  P.  37. 

Act  had  “ been  a dead  letter  altogether and  that  the  same  disregard  of  these  Q.  3225-6,  6636- 
important  powers  appears  to  have  continued  after  that  inquiry  as  before.  92,  6722-7,  6969. 

41.  That  the  house  accommodation  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  Q.  2315. 
is,  as  a whole,  exceedingly  defective,  not  only  in  respect  of  the  habitually  bad 

form  of  house-construction,  frequent  dilapidation  and  dampness,  and  general 
destitution  of  necessary  conveniences,  but  also  in  respect  of  other  deliberately  q.  1269-1272. 
effected  grievances,  such  as  the  making  fixtures  of  window's,  and  thereby 
precluding  ventilation,  in  order  to  avoid  the  expense  of  moveable  sashes;  and 
that  there  is  no  evidence  to  show'  that  it  has  in  any  material  degree  been  4914,  V963-9,’49h5,’ 
improving,  internally  at  least,  of  late  years.  "I's-sa. 

42.  That  the  Corporation  of  Newcastle  arc  themselves  the  owners  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  house-property  in  the  occupation  of  the  poorer  classes, 
especially  in  Sandgatc,  Avhere  they  have  been  buying  ever  since  1837,  professedly  p.  11,202. 
with  the  design  of  pulling  a great  part  of  it  down;  that  whthin  five  or  six  Q.  2590,  6654. 
years  the  condition  of  the  Corporation  property  there  wnis  (if  possililc)  worse 

than  that  of  any  other,  and  at  all  events  so  bad  as  to  induce  Mr.  Newton, 
parochial  mcilical  officer  of  the  district  including  Sandgatc,  to  write  several 
letters  in  one  of  the  local  newspapers,  giving  an  account  of  some  detailed  P.200-4, 
inspections  of  parts  of  it,  and  stating  that  “a  great  part  of  their  tcncmentcd  Q- 2496,  2570, 

“ property  (in  his  district)  w'n/ really  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  should  be  p^20o' 

“ condemned  as  such  ;”  that  since  then  their  property  there  has  been  improved 

so  as  to  be  somewhat  better  in  condition  than  some  of  the  adjoining  pnh  atc  Q.  2576-8. 

properties,  but  still  remains  in  a very  bad  state,  and  in  many  parts  unfit  for  xy  11.  o.  2579-89. 

human  habitation  ; and  that  in  other  parts  of  the  town  some  of  the  Corporation 

property  still  continues  in  a condition,  not  only  in  itself  e.xtremely  bad,  but  also  2753  78. 

Avorsc  than  that  of  the  private  properties  iminediatcly  adjoining. 

4.3.  That  the  extent  of  this  miserable  house-property  throughout  the  Borough 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  statement,  that  the  tenemented  (and  until  within  a few' 
months  unrated)  property  alone  produces  a rental  of  about  £60, (TO  out  of  a (^.  7256,  7261-2. 
total  Borough  rental  of  about  £300,000  ])cr  annum;  that,  beside  the  interest 
arising  in  connection  with  the  Corporation  proyerty,  the  ownership  of  house 
property  by  individual  corporators  and  citizens  is  acknowledged  to  constitute  an  (-)  ]‘?60-l 

inqiortaut  element  in  the  Town  Council,  and  to  have  exercised  an  inlluence  fatal 
to  the  enactment  of  certain  clauses  in  the  last  local  Act  of  18.53,  wdiich  q.  (;s32-6  7250-4 
would  have  been  of  the  highest  sanitary  advantage  ; and  that  under  these  72(i0-70. 
circumstances  it  seems  diflicidt  to  avoid  a conclusion  as  to  what  lias  caused,  or 
conduced  to,  the  obvious  neglect  by  the  'Town  Council  of  the  vanOus  powers 
by  their  own  local  .Acts  (as  well  as  by  public  Statutes)  conferred  upon  them  for 
the  improvement  of  the  house  pro])erty,  and.  the  suppression  of  man\'  sanitary 
evils,  throughout  the  town. 

44.  That  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  Newvcastle  are  not  onl)'  very  ill  lodged,  q.  s2,  2959,  2972, 
but  exceedingly  overcrowded  in  their  rodgiug.s — in  some  degree,  no  doubt,  .'>161,  3IS4,’ 321.5] 
owing  to  the  comiiarativelv  high  rents  demanded  for  their  miserable  habitations:  -I-” '>2-3,  4089. 
that  “ the  o\’ercrowded,  ill-ventilated,  and  ill-arranged  dwellings  occupied  by  7-)4->!5’  ' ' ' 

“ the  mass  of  the  labouring  population  in  tenements  and  lodging-houses”  wais 
the  tliird  of  “ the  chief  prcventiblc  causes  of  the  excessive  mortality  lately 
“ experienced  in  Newcastle,”  to  which  the  medical  committee  of  the  New-  !’•  -t2. 
castle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  alluded  in  their  report  to  Mr. 

Bawlinson  in  18  19;  and  (hat  this  oveierowding  among-  the  poor  is  not  unfre-  r.  54.  ().  4090. 

(piently  greatest  at  times  when  cholera  or  other  epidemics  are  likely  to  be  most 

prevalent,  viz.,  in  or  about  harvest  time,  when  an  additional  influx  of  h.arvcsters 

takes  place,  and  when  the  autumnal  season  is  producing  its  usual  unfavourable 

effects. 

4.5.  d'hat  there  are  stated  to  be  about  9, 133  houses  in  fhc  whole  Borough,  and  Q.65S3.  r.  469. 
20,000  fa,milics  (a-  thereabouts,  or  on  the  .average  rather  more  than  two  families  to 
each  house  throughout  the  Borough  ; that  "of  those  9,  lo3>  houses,  6,900  or 
thcre.abouts  arc  stated  to  be  occupied  as  “self-coiitaincd  houses”  by  as  many  single 
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families,  leaving  about  2,553  houses  to  be  occupied  in  tenements  by  the  remaining 
13,100  families,  which  gives  an  average  of  rather  more  than  five  families  to  each 
“ tenemented  house”  throughout  the  Borough  ; and  that  from  calculations,  of 
approximate  accuracy,  made  by  the  first  Commissioner,  (from  documentary 
information  furnished  to  him  by  the  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  New- 
castle,) it  appears,  that  of  the  wdiole  number  of  families  in  the  Borough  of  New- 
castle only  347  per  cent,  occupy  “ self-contained  houses,”  and  only  2-5  per  cent, 
occupy  tenements  consisting  of  three  or  more  rooms  each ; Avhile  23‘5  per  cent, 
occupy  tenements  consisting  of  two  rooms  each,  and  39‘2  per  cent,  occupy 
tenements  consisting  of  but  a single  room  each. 

46.  That,  owing  to  some  of  the  self-contained  houses  alluded  to  containing  (to 
our  own  knowledge  and  experience)  but  a single  room  apiece,  and  owing  to  many 
of  the  tenants  of  the  single-room  tenements  habitually  taking  other  lodgers,  and 
even  whole  families,  to  share  with  them  the  occupancy  of  their  single  rooms, 
39’2  will  by  no  means  adequately  express  the  per  centage  of  the  families  or  popu- 
lation of  Newcastle  residing  in  such  tenements  ; and  that  we  shall  not  probably 
be  overstating  the  case,  if  we  compute  that  about  half  the  families  in  Newcastle 
are  confined  exclusively  to  the  occupancy  or  joint  occupancy  of  exceedingly 
overcrowded  single-room  tenements. 

47.  That  in  1847  the  sub-committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary 
Association  in  their  inspections  of  certain  entries  in  Sandgate  found  “ from  nine 
“ to  seventeen  persons  in  one  room ;”  that  in  1849,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s 
official  inquiry,  evidence  was  given  by  one  of  the  inspectors  of  nuisances  of  “ as 
“ many  as  fifteen,  sixteen  and  nineteen  persons”  having  been  found  in  single  rooms; 
that  in  February  1851,  the  inspector  of  nuisances  reported  that  he  had  “ visited 
“ sixteen  lodging  rooms”  in  Eddy’s  entry,  Sandgate,  and  had  “found  from  eight  to 
“ ten  women  and  children  in  each  room,”  while  the  parochial  medical  officer 
reported  that  in  one  out  of  fourteen  rooms,  which  he  had  visited,  there  were 
sixteen  people,  while  in  each  of  two  others  there  were  three  Avhole  families, 
numbering  nine  and  twelve  persons  respectively;  that  in  September  1853, 
Superintending  Inspector  of  Health  Mr.  Grainger  obtained  information  of 
cholera  having  broken  out  in  rooms,  in  which  as  many  as  twenty  or  twenty-five 
occupiers  were  congregated ; there  being,  in  the  latter  instance,  but  fifty  cubic 
feet  of  space  or  air  (furniture,  &c.,  not  considered)  for  each  individual — the 
smallest  allowance  usually  permitted  in  registered  lodging-houses  being,  as  we 
believe,  from  300  to  350  cubic  feet,  and  the  allowance  usually  recommended  for 
each  inmate  by  the  inspectors  of  prisons,  the  directors  of  hospitals,  &c.,  being, 
as  we  are  informed,  about  1,000  cubic  feet  or  upwards;  that  on  the  20th 
November  1853,  just  after  the  cessation  of  the  late  outbreak,  the  inspector  of 
lodging-houses  and  the  parochial  medical  officer  of  the  district  found  220 
inmates  in  twenty-three  rooms  in  Eddy’s  entry ; and  that  out  of  the  fourteen 
among  those  rooms,  whose  dimensions  as  well  as  the  numbers  of  their  inmates 
were  taken,  there  were  two,  in  each  of  which  were  fifteen  persons,  having  on 
the  average  97  cubic  feet  of  space  apiece  (furniture,  &c.,  not  considered)  ; one 
in  which  were  fourteen  persons,  having  104  cubic  feet  apiece;  three,  in  each 
of  which  were  twelve  persons,  having  120  or  121  cubic  feet  apiece;  two,  in  each 
of  which  were  nine  persons,  having  128  cubic  feet  apiece;  two,  in  each  of  which 
were  twelve  persons,  having  1 50  cubic  feet  apiece,  and  one  in  which  were  eight 
persons,  having  1 56  cubic  feet  apiece : and  that  our  own  experience  during  our 
nocturnal  inspections  of  the  town  goes  fully  to  confirm  the  impressions  from  the 
foregoing  statements  derivable. 

48.  That  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  ill  construction,  ill  ventilation  and 
overcrowding  of  the  habitations  of  the  poorer  classes  (as  well  as  of  the  want  of 
sewerage,  drainage,  proper  domestic  conveniences  and  other  matters  hereafter  to 
be  adverted  to)  the  condition  of  many  of  the  tenements,  which  form  the  residences 
of  about  three-fourths — and  especially  the  condition  of  many  of  the  single-room 
tenements,  which  form  the  residences  of  about  half — of  the  entire  population  of 
Newcastle,  has  habitually  been  “ filthy  and  unwholesome,”  even  where  not 
technically  describable  as  “unfit  for  human  habitation ;”  that  the  stench  experienced 
on  entering  some  of  them  is  in  the  highest  degree  offensive,  so  as  occasionally  to 
cause  nausea  and  vomiting,  even  among  persons  who  from  their  avocations 
might  be  expected  to  be  more  or  less  inured  thereto  ; and  that  the  effects  of  all 
this  upon  the  health  of  the  inmates  and  of  the  vicinity  generally  can  only  be 
equalled  by  the  corresponding  effect  upon  their  morals  and  sense  of  decency. 
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49.  That  the  Local  Improvement  Act  for  Newcastle,  1 846,  enacted  that  it 
should  be  “ lawful  for  the  Town  Council  from  time  to  time  to  make  bye-laws  for 
“ laying  doAvn  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings,”  “ and  to 
“ ascertain  and  fix  what  pecuniary  penalties  should  be  incurred  by  persons 
“ breaking  such  laws that  towards  the  close  of  the  next  year,  1847,  Dr.  Robinson, 
honorary  secretary  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  by  a 
paper  published  in  the  Journal  of  Public  Health,  drew  attention  not  only  to  the 
existence  of  these  powers,  and  of  the  evils  for  the  suppression  of  which  they  might 
have  been  exercised,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  they  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
“ wholly  inoperative;”  that  the  Newcastle  Medical  Institutions  and  Sanitary 
Associations  in  their  reports  and  at  their  public  meetings,  &c.,  heretofore  alluded 
to,  would  seem  to  have  frequently,  all  but  in  terms,  suggested  the  propriety  of 
enforcing  tliis  power  ; and  that  the  exercise  of  it  would  at  all  events  have  been 
eminently  desirable,  and  would  no  doubt  signally  have  mitigated  the  ravages  of 
the  late  epidemic ; but  that  no  such  exercise  or  enforcement  of  it  appears  ever 
to  have  taken  place,  and  that  no  such  rules  or  byelaws  have  ever  been  made. 

50.  That  from  the  evidence  of  Superintending  Inspector  of  Health  Mr.  Lee, 
as  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the  parochial  medical  officer,  Mr.  Sang,  it 
appears  that  at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak  “ hundreds  of  the  newly  built 
“ tenements,”  in  one  district  of  the  township  of  AV'^estgatc  alone,  “ ough^  to  have 
“ been  immediately  closed  by  the  local  authorities  as  unfit  for  human  habitation ; ” 
that  within  eleven  weeks  after  the  putting  in  force  of  a provision  to  that  effect 
in  the  Local  Improvement  Act  of  185.3,  102  tenements  in  Newcastle  were  shut 
up  as  “ unfit  for  human  habitation,”  while  many  more  required  and  reejuire  so 
to  be ; the  chief  limit  to  such  a proceeding,  apparently,  being  that  suggested 
by  the  fear  of  leading  to  a still  greater  overcrowding  of  the  tenements  not 
shut  up. 

51.  Tliat  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  the  Corporation,  that  tlie  power  of 
the  Local  Act  of  1846  was  insufheient  for  the  purpose  in  view;  but  that  we  not 
only  have  been  unable  to  elicit  in  what  respects  it  was  so,  but  also  have  been 
unable  to  discover  that  any  serious  attempt  Avas  ever  made  to  take  ad\  antage 
of  it ; to  which  we  may  add  tliat  the  avowedly  sufficient  jiower  of  the 
Local  Act  of  1853,  (pas.sed  the  4th  August,)  was  never  put  in  force  until 
the  day  after  the  late  outbreak  had  reached  its  climax  (the  17th  September), 
and  then  only  at  the  instigation  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

52.  That  by  an  analogous  clause  of  the  same  Local  Act  of  1846  it  Avas  enacted, 
“ that  AA’hcn  it  should  appear  to  the  Council  conducive  to  the  public  health,  and 
“ might  tend  to  prevent  or  check  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  it  should  be 
“ laAvful  for  the  Council  from  time  to  time,  if  they  should  think  it  expedient,  to 
“ order  the  oc'cupicr  of  any  (hvelling  house  Avithin  the  said  borough,  to  Avhite- 
“ Avash,  cleanse  and  purify  the  same  in  such  manner  and  Avithin  such  time  as 
“ the  Council  might  deem  reasonable,”  Avith  penalities  for  non-compliance,  and 
Avith  this  ])rovision  superadded,  “ that  Avhen  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  such 
“ occujMcr  or  other  special  circumstances,  it  should  appear  expedient  to  the 
“ Council  to  pay  the  Avhole  or  any  part  of  the  expense  of  such  AvhitcAA’ashing,  &c. 
“ it  should  be  laAvful  for  them  to  do  so;”  that  the  sub-committee  of  the 
NcAVcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  for  the  Avest  Avard  of  All  Saints, 
in  their  report,  June  1847,  recommended  that  “ the  AAxalls  of  the  entries,  as  Avell 
“ as  those  of  the  houses  situated  in  them,  should  be  whitcAvashed  at  least  tAAOcc 
“ a year,  if  not  ottener,  more  especially  in  the  lodging  houses;”  but  that  this 
poAver  appears  never  to  have  been  exercised  and  enforced,  except  under  the 
pressure  of  deAxdoped  epidemics,  and  to  have  been  alloAvcd  to  fall  into  disuse 
immediately  after. 

53.  That  under  the  same  Local  Act  of  1 846,  the  Toavu  Council  further  obtained 
poAver  “from  time  to  time  to  make  byehiAvs  tor  making  regulations  for  the 
“ registering  of  lodging-houses,  and  for  maintaining  cleanliness  therein,  and 
“ keeping  them  in  a Avholesome  condition,”  and  “ to  ascertain  and  tix  AAdiat 
“ pecuniary  penalties  should  be  incurred  by  persons  breaking  such  huvs  that 
the  first  among  the  various  suggestions  submitted  to  the  Toavu  Council  in  1847, 
by  the  committee  of  the  NeAvcastlc  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  appears 
to  haAX  been  “ the  immediate  preparation  and  enforcement  of  byelaAvs  for  the 
“ regulation  of  lodging-houses;”  and  that  at  a later  period  of  thexsame  year  the 
honorary  secretary  to  that  Association  publicly  drcAv  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
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the  powers  of  the  Town  Council  for  that  pui*pose  had  been  allowed  to  remain 
“ wholly  inoperative that  on  the  l6th  October,  1848,  during  the  then  out- 
break of  cholera,  the  medical  men  associated  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  into  a 
sanitary  committee  (many  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  being  also 
members  of  the  Towm  Council),  pointedly  adverted  to  the  evils  resulting  from  the 
overcrowding  of  lodging-rooms,  and  “ strongly  recommended  that  all  the 
“ lodging-houses  be  placed,  if  possible,  under  the  supervision  of  the  police,  to 
“ the  end  that  no  more  than  a certain  number  of  lodgers  should  be  allowed  to 
“ sleep  in  each  room that  in  1849,  on  the  occasion  of  his  official  inquiry  in 
Newcastle,  Mr.  Rawlinson  was  informed  by  a then  late  member  of  the  1'own 
Council,  that  the  clause  conferring  this  power  had  been  allowed  to  remain  “ a 
“ dead  letter,”  and  by  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Sanitary  Association,  that  they  would  desire  to  see  “ the  registration  and  sanitary 
“ regulation  of  lodging-houses,”  with  a view  to  the  removal  of  causes  of  disease 
then  existing  in  the  town ; that  in  March  1851  Mr.  Newton,  a parochial  medical 
officer,  in  a letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  suggested  to  that  body  to  “ request 
“ in  the  proper  quarter  the  application  of  byelaws  to  public  lodging-houses, 
“ and  to  what  may  be  denominated  private  lodging-houses,  if  the  law  extends 
“ to  them  ;”  that  in  the  latter  part  of  1851  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act, 
1851,  came  into  operation,  conferring  on  the  Town  Council  very  important  powers 
in  respect  of  common  lodging-houses  ; and  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  are  stated 
to  have  been  anxious  for  the  carrying  out  of  that  Act,  and  to  have  brought  the 
matter  before  the  Town  Council ; that  in  the  early  part  of  1 853  the  same  parochial 
medical  officer,  then  become  a member  of  the  Town  Council,  “ in  his  place  in  the 
“ Town  Council  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Corporation  the  fact  that  the 
“ Common  Lodging-houses  Act  had  been  left  nearly  a dead  letter,”  and  “ was 
“ at  the  trouble  of  supplying  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  ” of  the 
Town  Council  having  charge  of  such  matters  “ with  a copj^  of  the  byelaws, 
“ which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  certified  in  other  towns ;”  but  that,  in  spite  of 
all  these  suggestions  and  efforts,  the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  public  Statute  (as 
to  the  bare  registration  of  lodging-houses)  seem  alone  to  have  been  enforced  : 
no  byelaws  or  regulations  for  the  better  management  of  lodging-houses  having- 
been  made,  and  (if  we  except  a vague  surveillance  said  to  have  been  exercised 
over  them  by  the  police  in  the  absence  of  such  regulations,)  no  advantage 
whatever  having  been  taken  of  the  discretional-}*  powers  either  of  the  general  or 
local  Act,  until  the  second  day  before  the  mortality  from  the  late  outbreak 
reached  its  maximum ; a circumstance  which,  in  its  results,  unquestionably 
contributed  to  aggravate  the  virulence  of  that  outbreak. 

54.  That  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  by  the  Town  Council,  in  respect  of  the 
non-exercise  of  these,  as  of  other  powers,  that  the  powers  themselves  were 
insufficient ; that  of  course,  as  regards  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  the 
same  (but  no  greater)  difficulties  of  construction  will  have  arisen  in  Newcastle 
as  in  other  places,  in  which,  nei'erthelcss,  the  powers  have  been  used  and  enforced 
with  great  advantage ; and  that,  considering  the  entire  neglect  by  the  Town  Council 
of  their  apparently  unlimited  power  as  to  “ cleansing-  filthy  and  unwholesome 
“ dwellings,”  it  w’ould  seem  superfluous  to  go  further  into  the  difficulties  arising  in 
respect  of  the  far  morejimited  poivers  as  to  “lodging-houses.” 

55.  That  “ the  preservation  of  any  unoccupied  ground  belonging  to  the 
“ Corporation,  and  its  allotment  on  favourable  terms  to  any  persons,  w*ho  may 
“ undertake  to  build  houses  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  working  classes,” 
w*as  one  of  the  suggestions  submitted  to  the  Town  Council  in  1 847  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  ; that  the  provision 
of  “ suitable  d^vellings  for  the  working-  classes,  on  the  plan  of  those  erected  by 
“ the  London  y'Yssociation,”  was  one  of  the  desiderata  publicly  adverted  to  by  the 
medical  committee  of  that  body  in  their  report  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  December  1849, 
and  also  by  the  Committee  of  the  Working  Man’s  Sanitary  and  Mutual  Impro\-e- 
ment  Society  there;  that  in  1851  the  Labouring-  Classes’  Lodging-houses  Act, 
1851,  came  into  operation,  conferring-  on  all  Tow*n  Councils,  Local  Boards  of 
Ib.’alth,  &c.,  discretional-}^  poAverS  highly  valuable  for  such  a purpose  ; and  that 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  NeAvcastle  the  exercise  of  these  poAvers 
AA’ould  have  been  peculiarly  desirable ; but  that  no  advantage  has  ever  been 
taken  of  them. 

56.  That,  Avith  a vicAv  to  ascertain  Avhether,  in  the  various  parishes  or  toAvn- 
ships  of  Newcastle,  any  relation  or  approximate  relation  could  be  discovered 
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between  the  rates  of  mortality  from  cholera  during  the  late  outbreak  and  the 
relative  proportions  of  the  families  therein  respectively  occupying  self-contained 
houses  or  tenements  consisting  of  three  or  more,  of  two,  or  of  but  a single  room 
each, — especially,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  densities  of  the  population 
or  the  average  numbers  of  persons  in  each  family  or  inhabiting  each  house, 
tenement,  or  room, — the  first  Commissioner  has  prepared  (from  documentary 
information  furnished  to  him  by  the  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  p,  469,  473 
Newcastle)  the  following  table : — 
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Total  - 

19,744 

80,114 
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34-7 

2'5 

23 '5 
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57. 

W] . That  from  this  table  it  appears  that  in  3 out  of  these  parislies  or 
townships,  (St.  John’s,  St.  Andrew’s,  and  Jesmond,)  as  tlie  number  of  families, 
occupying  self-contained  houses,  increases  from  23'7  to  48'(i  and  72'7  per 
cent.,  and  as  the  average  number  of  persons  in  each  family,  house,  tenement  or 
room,  decreases  from  5di8  to  .5*34  and  5*25,  so  also  does  the  rate  of  mortality 
decrease  from  1 in  45  to  1 in  62  and  1 in  189- 

That  in  5 out  of  these  districts  ( St.  John’s,  Westgate,  All  Saints’,  St.  Andrew’s 
and  Jesmond),  as  the  number  ot‘  families  occupying  self-contained  houses 
increases  from  23*7,  31*9,  36*8  and  48*6  to  72*7  per  cent.,  so  also  does  the  rate 
of  mortality  decrease  from  1 in  45,  57,  58  and  62  to  1 in  189- 

That  in  6 out  of  these  districts,  (St.  John’s,  Westgate,  All  Saints’, 
St.  Andrew’s,  Elswick  and  Jesmond,)  as  the  number  of  families,  occupying 
either  self-contained  houses  or  else  tenements  consisting  of  .3  or  more  rooms 
each,  increases  from  24*7,  37*5,  38*8,  50*2  and  50*6  to  72*7  per  cent.,  so  also 
does  the  mortality  decrease  from  1 in  45,  57,  58,  62  and  82  to  1 in  1 89- 

’riiat,  though  in  these  particidar  figures  a decrease  of  cholera  mortality  seems 
to  accompany  an  increase  of  self-contained  houses,  no  regular  proportion  can 
here  be  shown  between  a decrease  of  the  one,  and  an  increase  of  the  other. 

That  other  illustrations  of,  and  also  some  exceptions  to,  the  conclusions  above 
suggested  or  indicated,  may  be  discovered  by  a further  examination  of  the  above 
table  ; but  that  we  do  not  consider  it  requisite  to  dwell  at  any  greater  length 
hereon ; no  exact  proportion,  of  course,  being  traceable  between  successive  final 
results  (of  epidemic  mortality)  and  the  successive  variations  of  but  one  or  two 
causal  agencies,  (conditions  of  house  occupation  and  of  crowding),  which  are 
only  approximately  co-indicative  of  several  other  concurring  ones,  (such  as  the 
presence  or  absence  of  adequate  sewerage,  drainage,  paving,  scavenage,  domestic 
accommodation,  cleanly  and  temperate  habits,  &c.  &c.);  especially  when  traced 
through  districts  so  different  as  the  in-parishes  (St.  John,  St.  Nicholas,  All 
Saints,  and  St.  Andrew)  and  out-townships  (Byker,  Westgate,  Elswick,  Heaton, 
and  Jesmond)  of  an  old-walled  borough,  occupying  sites  varying  as  much  as 


* IncIiKliiif;  tlint  in  tlic  Tnfiriiiiiry,  tiic  morlalily  oi‘ S(.  .loliii’s  \v:is  1 in 
t Inchulin”;  tliiit  in  tlic  A'li^rriint  Wnrd,  tlic  nioi  tiilit  v oi‘ St.  Nicliol  is  was  1 in  -17. 
t 'the  corr(>s|)nn(lin{>;  statistics  in  rc.spcct  of  I Icaton  liav<!  not  l)(  on  obtainalilc,  owin^;'  to  no  ilcaihs 
having  occurred  there  from  cholera. 
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from  20  or  30  to  200  or  300  feet  above  the  river  level,  and  having  their  inhabi- 
tants in  some  cases  comparatively  widely  scattered,  and  in  others  closely  packed 
together. 

oS.  That,  with  reference  to  the  sewerage  of  Newcastle,  it  appears  that  the 
conclusion  to  which  Mr.  Rawlinson,  C.  E.,  Avas  led  in  the  course  of  his  official 
inquiry  in  1849,  and  which  confirms  the  report  previously  made  in  1848  by 
Mr.  Ba}mes,  C.  E.,  was  “ that  in  respect  of  main  sewers  Newcastle  was  very 
“ Avell  provided,  but  that  in  respect  of  branch  sewers  or  house  drains  into  main 
“ sewers,  it  Avas  very  inadequately  provided that  the  joint  committee  of  the 
ToAvn  Council  and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  October  1853,  reported,  that 
“ of  late  years  there  had  been  a large  expenditure  in  the  formation  of  common 
“ seAvers,  but  that  the  benefit  derived  from  these  seAvers  had  been  comparatively 
“ trifling,  for  Avant  of  an  underground  communication  betAveen  them  and  the 
“ dAvellings  of  the  inhabitants  that,  on  the  average  of  the  last  five  years,  scAver- 
i-ates  to  the  amount  of  about  1,200/.  per  annum  appear  Co  have  been  levied  and 
expended  by  the  Corporation  in  the  making  of  public  scAvers,  ov^er  and  above  a sum 
of  perhaps  200/.  per  annum  expended  in  making  private  branch  seAvers  ; that  the 
length  of  main  and  branch  scAvers  existing  in  the  toAvn  at  the  time  of  our  A'isits 
appears  to  have  amounted  to  about  fifteen  miles  ; Imt  that  the  extent  of  house- 
drainage,  or  the  number  of  house-drains  leading  into  those  seAvers,  (and  by 
means  of  Avhich  alone  any  great  sanitary  benefit  could  be  expected  to  arise  from 
them,)  appears  to  have  been  lamentably  small. 

59.  That  of  the  9,d53  houses  or  thereabouts  in  the  Avhole  borough  of  NeAV- 
castle,  only  1,421  or  thereabouts  even  noAv  have  Avater-closets  or  fmcal  house- 
drainage  ; the  remaining  8,032,  or  more  than  five-sixths  of  the  whole,  being 
still  entirely  unprovided  in  that  respect. 

That  of  the  9,453  houses  in  the  borough  only  5,461  are  drained  in  any  Avay 
or  to  any  extent ; 3,992,  or  more  than  two-fifths  of  them,  being  utterly  and 
entirely  Avithout  drains  of  any  kind  or  sort,  even  for  carrying  off  rain  floods. 

60.  That  in  the  early  part  of  1848  the  NeAvcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary 
Association  in  their  fir«t  annual  report  expressed  a hope,  “ that  ere  the  expiration 
“ of  another  year  a proper  survey  would  have  been  made  of  that  district,  and 
“ that  plans  of  seAA^erage,  on  a scale  commensurate  Avith  the  requirements  of  the 
“ toAA’n,  Avould  be  in  active  progress  that  in  September  1848  Mr.  Baynes,  C.E., 
reported  that  “ there  Avas  no  map,  to  any  sufficient  scale,  of  the  existing 
“ seAvers ; that  their  falls  Avere  not  registered,  nor  their  levels  in  any  point 
“ determined:”  that  on  the  20th  November  1848,  during  the  then  outbreak  of 
cholera,  the  sanitary  committee,  consisting  of  the  board  of  guardians  and  others, 
unanimously  resolved,  “that  the  Corporation  be  memorialized  on  the  subject  of  a 
“ general  drainage  throughout  the  borough,  andthatthey  be  requested  to  supply 
“ the  board  Avith  a map  of  the  drainage,”  and  that  a memorial  to  this  effect  was 
presented  to  the  ToAvn  Council  by  a magistrate  and  alderman  ; that  several 
applications  to  the  ToAAm  Council  for  such  a map  have  since  been  made  by  at 
least  one  member  of  that  body ; and  that  some  efforts  have  been  made,  and 
considerable  materials  in  respect  of  the  shapes,  sizes,  leA^els,  falls,  &c  , of  the 
seAvers  collected,  Avith  a vieAV  to  sueh  a map ; but  that  down  to  the  time  of  our 
inquiry  there  was  none  such  in  existence:  — nor  indeed  was  there  any  map  even 
of  the  toAvn  in  existence,  of  scale  sufficient  to  alloAV  of  the  deaths  from  cholera 
during  the  late  outbreak  being  dotted  doAvn  upon  it  in  their  appropriate 
localities,  so  as  to  constitute  a proper  cholera  map,  such  as  has  been 
prepared  for  us  by  the  authorities  of  Gateshead. 

61.  That  in  1843  Dr.  Reid  in  his  report  appears  to  have  commented  on  the 
absence  of  any  proper  drainage  system  in  Newcastle  ; that  in  1846  the  Toavii 
Council,  under  a Local  ImproA^ement  Act,  obtained  authority,  not  to  compel,  but 
to  “ empoAA'er  ” persons  to  carry  private  drains  into  the  common  seAvers  ; that  in 
September  1848,  Mr.  Baynes  reported  that  “the  general  systematic  evils,  Avhich 
“ Dr.  Reid  in  his  report  had  spoken  of,  still  continued  to  injure  the  sanitary 
“ condition  of  the  toAvn  that  during  1847  and  1848,  the  attention  of  the  Toavii 
Council  Avas  pointedly  and  publicly  draAvn  in  a A^ariety  of  Avays,  to  the 
defectiveness  of  the  existing  drainage,  and  to  the  necessity  not  only  for  some 
more  comprehensive  system,  but  also  for  some  power  “ to  compel  ” the  draining 
of  private  streets  and  courts;  that  in  1849,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  RaAvlinson’s 
official  inquiry,  “ the  absence  of  any  covered  drains  in  many  of  the  public  streets 
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“ and  in  nearly  all  those  narrow  entries,  courts  and  alleys,  which  contain  a very 
“ large  proportion  of  the  poorer  population,”  was  publicly  commented  on,  and 
the  iihportance  of  a complete  and  comprehensive  system  of  drainage  adverted  to 
both  by  the  Medical  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Associ- 
ation, and  also  hy  the  Association  at  large  ; that  in  1850  the  Town  Council,  under 
another  Local  Iiiiprovement  xlct,  obtained  power  to  compel  in  certain  cases  the 
making  of  private  branch  sewers,  but  not  apparently  to  compel  in  any  case  the 
making  of  a single  house-drain  ; and  that,  while  averse  to  the  application  to  New- 
castle of  the  Public  Plealth  Act,  which  would  have  invested  them  with  complete 
powers  to  this  effect,  the  Town  Council  had  nevertheless  neglected  to  obtain 
analogous  powers  under  any  of  their  awn  Local  Acts  until  within  a few  weeks 
before  the  recent  outl)reak  : and  that  to  these  circumstances  must  be  attributed 
the  (at  the  time  of  tliat  outbreak ) extensively  undrained  condition  of  the  town, 
and  all  the  aggravation  of  that  outbreak,  to  which  that  deficiency  of  drainage 
cannot  have  failed  to  conduce. 

62.  That,  without  having  ourselves  entered  the  sewers  of  Newcastle,  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  reporting — indeed  we  are  unable  to  resist  the  inference — that  the 
system  of  sewers,  at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak  there  existing,  was  very 
defective  ^ and  inefficient ; that  the  s_ystem,  as  in  many  other  towns,  was  entirely 
one  of  patcjiwork- ; that  in  several  places  larger  sewers  ran  into  smaller'^  ones, 
and  that  some  were  of  insufficientdimensions,*  so  as  toleadoccasionally  to  floodings; 
while  others  again  were  too  large  V J^iid  others  of  (juestionable  forms  that 
some  of  them  appear  to  have  been  laid  down  in  questionable  situations,  so  as  to 
run  along  the  summit  ridges  of  hills  ; while  others  were  of  improper  levels  ; some 
of  them  being  above  the  cellars  of  the  adjoining  houses,  so  as  not  only  to  be 
incapable  of  draining  those  cellars,"  but  also  to  be  liable  occasionally  to  inundate 
them  with  leakage,  and  others  again  being  so  near  the  surface,  as  to  be  roofed  or 
covered  by  the  flagstones*^  of  the  Ibotway  ; that  some  of  them,  being  but  indif- 
ferently constructed,  Avere  liable  to  be  torn  up  and  obstructed,  and  that  this 
was  the  case  in  January  in  one  of  the  two  instances,  in  which  (owing  to  particular 
circumstances)  we  thought  it  ixapusite  to  direct  a special  examination  to  he  made; 
that  some  of  the  largest  and  most  important  of  them,  viz.,  the  deans  or  burns 
Avhich  there  run  into  the  Tyne,  were  still  but  partially  covered  inf  and  to  the 
highest  degree  offensive;  and  that  many  and  perhaps  most  of  the  others, 
especially  in  summer  Aveathcr,  when  there  is  but  little  rain-Hushlng,  were  liable 
to,  and  probably  did,  become  foul  with  deposit  and  that  this  was  the  case  in 
January  in  the  other  of  the  two  instances,  in  which,  as  before  stated,we  thought 
it  requisite  to  direct  a special  examination  : that  evidence  Avas  laid  before  us  by 
the  Corporation,  that  in  February  a large  extent  of  the  scAA’ers  AA'ere  in  excellent 
condition,  but  that  it  Avas  at  the  same  time  admitted  that,  beside  the  ordinary 
flushings  from  Avinter  snoAvs  and  rains,  a great  deal  had  been  done  recently  in  the 
Avay  of  artifieial  flushings,  and  that,  oAving  to  the  amount  of  rain  having  been  so 
much  less  in  the  summer,  the  state  of  the  sc'aaxts  at  the  time  of  the  cholera  Avill, 
no  doubt,  liavc  been  “ greatly”  or  “ considerably  Avorse”  than  in  February,  as 
also  that  it  aetually  Avas  Avorse,  Avhen  last  seen  hefore  the  recent  outbreak  ; that 
it  has  not  been  usual,  in  NcAVcastle,  hitherto  to  trap  the  gully  grates  communi- 
cating Avith  the  sewers,  and  that  at  the  time  of  our  imiuiryonly  1 .‘32  out  of  980,  or  less 
than  one-seventh,  Avere  trapped;  and  that  a numher  of  Avitnesscs  deposed  to  having 
habitually,  and  particularly  just  before  or  during  the  recent  outbreak,  cxjierienccd 
oflcnsiA'e  and  pernicious  odours  from  these  grates,  in  A'arious  ])arts  of  the  toAvn  ; 
tliat  the  house  drains,  Avhich  did  exist,  (and  oA’cr  the  formation  of  AA'hich  the 
(Corporation  have  ])ossesscd,  but  have  not  adc(|uately  exercised,  a poAvcrN)f 
supervision  aud  control)  ap]iear  to  have  been,  man v of  them,  but  rudely  con- 
strueted,  so  as  to  have  been  liable  fre(|uentfy  to  get  eiioked  - up,  and  to  ca'oIa  c 
])rejudicial  and  offensive  ellluvia;  that  in  many  instances  also  the  Avater-closets 
which  had  been  introduced  a]q)ear  to  haA'c  ansAATred  but  A ery  indifferently  the 
purpose  foi’  Avhieh  such  things  are  designed  ;f  that  scA'cral  Avitnesses  have  deposed 
to  the  noisome  smells " arising  in  the  houses  from  those  sources,  espeeiallv  after 
rain  ; to  such  an  extent,  indeed,  that  some  have  not  hesitated  to  denounce  them  as 
things  injurious  ''  to  health,  Avhieh  ought  to  be  banished  and  removed  outside  the 
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houses  : and  that  these  circumstances  must  obviously  have  exercised  a most 
unfavourable  influence  upon  the  sanitary  state  of  Newcastle,  and  upon  the 
virulence  of  the  late  outbreak. 
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63.  That,  as  will  he  obvious  from  what  has  been  already  said,  the  general 
arrangement  in  Newcastle,  even  among  the  upper  and  wealthier  classes,  is 
(where  any  such  arrangement  exists  at  all)  that  of  open  privies  in  immediate 
proximity  to  the  houses ; and  that  this  arrangement  still  continues  in  many  of 
the  1,421  houses,  which  also  enjoy  the  accommodation  of  water-closets. 

64.  That  the  accommodation  for  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  in  this  respect, 
— for  the  poorer  classes*  throughout  extensive  districts,  and  even  for  the 
middling  and  upper  classes  in  some  parts  of  the  town — was  at  the  time  of  the 
late  outbreak  exceedingly  deficient ; that  in  the  district  of  Sandgate,  out  of  a 
population  computed  at  4,600  persons,  perhaps  not  100  had  right  of  access  to 
any  private  privy ; and  that,  at  the  very  lowest  computation,  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  that  resident  population  (besides  the  casual  population  of  the  shipping 
alongside)  were  wholly  dependent  on  a single  public  privy ; that  in  another 
district,  containing  perhaps  3,000  inhabitants,  there  were  but  one  public  and 
one  or  two  private  privies ; and  that  the  parochial  medical  officer  of  one  of  the 
most  densely  populated  districts  computes  that  15,000  families  in  Newcastle,  or 
perhaps  two  thirds  of  the  entire  population  of  the  town  had  (and  have)  no  right 
of  access  to  any  private  privy  : the  accommodation  in  respect  of  ashpits  or 
dustbins  being  also  exceedingly,  if  not  equally,  deficient. 

65.  That  in  1846  the  Town  Council  obtained  a Local  Improvement  Act, 
which  enacted  “ that  the  owner  of  every  house  within  the  borough,  to  which  no 
“ sufficient  privy  or  ashpit  was  attached,  should  provide  such,”  &c.  ; “ that  no 
“ house  should  thereafter  be  built  within  the  borough  without  such,”  See.  ; and 
“ that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  cause  any  house  or  building,  which 
“ should  be  built  or  erected  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  to  be  taken 
“ down  or  altered”  at  the  expense  of  the  owner;  that  in  1847  attention  was 
publicly  drawn  to  the  fact  that  these  powers  existed,  but  had  been  allowed  to 
remain  “wholly  inoperative”;  that  in  1849,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s 
official  inquiry,  it  was  admitted  that  these  clauses  had  not  been  carried  out;  and 
that  no  attempt  even  to  carry  them  out  appears  ever  to  have  been  made  since 
that  time. 
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66.  That  the  inevitable  result  of  this  deficiency  of  privy  accommodation  is, 
that  the  female  and  infant  portions  of  the  population,  and  the  males  also  in  case 
of  sickness,  bad  weather,  See.,  are  but  too  frequently  obliged  to  use  utensils, 
locally  termed  “ kits,”  in  the  one  only  room,  in  which  frequently  more  than  one 
entire  family  live,  cook,  eat  and  sleep,  and  moreover  in  one  another’s  presence; 
that  the  result  of  the  deficiency  of  ashpits,  into  which  to  empty  them,  is  that 
these  kits,  necessarily  more  or  less  full  of  excrement,  offal,  garbage,  &c.,  have 
to  be  kept  in  these  rooms  or  at  the  stair-heads  or  stair-corners  for  so  many 
hours  as  may  have  elapsed  from  the  first  use  of  them  until  the  next  going  round 
of  the  scavenger’s  carts, — which,  as  these  carts  do  not  go  round  on  a Sunday,  of 
course  implies  the  retention  of  all  the  noisome  matter  collected  during  Saturday 
and  Sunday  till  the  Monday  morning,  and  obviously  must  at  all  times  lead  to 
a fearful  vitiation  of  the  atmosphere  ; — that  the  necessity  of  occasionally  empty- 
mg  these  offensive  utensils  at  other  times  than  that  at  which  the  scavenger’s 
carts  happen  to  be  making  their  daily  round,  habitually  leads  to  their  being- 
emptied  on  to  the  gully-grates  communicating  with  the  covered  sewers,  or  into 
the  open  gutters  which  in  many  parts  do  duty  as  sewers,  whence,  if  in  a public 
street,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  scavengers  to  remove  the  refuse  ; but  that  the 
unwillingness  to  carry  such  a burden,  especially  in  rainy  or  inclement  weather, 
down  several  flights  of  stairs  and  along  entries  of  considerable  length,  either  to 
the  scavenger’s  carts  or  to  the  public  street,  as  habitually  almost  leads  to  their 
being  emptied,  sometimes  out  of  the  ^vindo^vs,  on  to  tlie  surface  of  the  entries, 
courts  or  alleys  or  elsewhere,  there  in  most  cases  to  remain  (no  scavenging 
scarcely  taking  place  in  these  courts  and  entries  except  under  compulsion  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Act)  until  exhausted  by  rain  and  by  evaporation;  that  in 
this  way,  as  reported  by  Mr,  Baynes  in  1848,  “ many  streets  and  alleys  become 
“ themselves  little  better  than  open  sewers ;”  and  that  in  some  places  the 
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continual  accumulation  of  the  refuse  thus  thrown  out  has  permanently  raised 
the  road  or  footway  from  ten  to  twenty  inches  above  the  natural  level,  successive 
door-sills,  in  one  case  that  came  under  our  own  notice,  still  remaining  to  attest 
this  gradual  rise. 

That  a further  inevitable  result  of  the  deficienc}’  alluded  to  is,  that,  as  reported 
by  Mr.  Baynes  in  1848,  every  “waste  retired  space  of  ground,”  such  as  the 
unoccupied  arches  of  the  Railway  viaduct,  “ is  used  as  a privy  (and  ashpit)  by 
“ men,  women  and  children that  “ many  of  the  bye-alleys  appear  to  be  used 
“ as  common  necessaries and  that  cellars  and  untenanted  rooms  even  are 
occasionally  made  use  of  as  such,  and  as  “ receptacles  for  all  kinds  of  filth, 
“ while  the  upper  rooms  are  fully  occupied.”* 

67.  That  it  has  been  suggested  to  us,  that  the  filthiness  and  unwholesomeness 
of  the  habitations  and  of  the  vicinit}’-  of  the  habitations  in  question  are  owing, 
not  to  any  neglect  of  their  duties  by  the  landlords,  or  of  their  sanitary  powers  bj- 
the  Town  Council,  but  to  the  wilful  filthiness  of  habits  and  perverse  love  of  dirt 
exhibited  by  the  inhabitants  ; that  Avhat  would  elsewhere  be  called  an  indifference 
to  filth  and  an  uncleanliness  of  habits  does  certainly  appear  to  prevail  to  a con- 
siderable extent  in  and  around  Newcastle,  even  among  the  middling  and  better 
classes ; and  that  among  the  lower  and  lowest  classes  there  do  appear  to  be 
some  of  the  most  utterly  and  recklessly  filthy  beings  that  it  is  possible  to 
conceive, — an  infliction  considerably  aggravated,  if  not  occasioned,  b}’  the 
irruption  of  Irish  on  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  in  1 846  and  subsequently  ; — 
that,  where  such  habits  have  long  been  indulged  in,  it  must,  of  course,  require 
both  patience  and  perseverance  to  eradicate  them,  and  to  introduce  better  ; and 
that  it  is  scarcely  reasonable,  on  the  other  hand,  to  expect  even  anv  great  efforts 
at  improvement  in  districts,  in  which,  owing  to  the  excessive  destitution  of 
proper  domestic  conveniences,  it  would  practically  be  impossible  in  the  long  run 
to  maintain  a cleanly  and  wholesome  state  ; that,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
witnesses,  the  filth  perpetually  recurring  in  and  about  the  habitations  of  the 
poorer  classscs  has,  to  a very  great  extent,  at  least,  been  owing  to  the  want  of 
proper  accommodation ; ami  that,  at  all  events,  it  would  be  most  unwarrantable 
to  conclude  that  c\’cn  the  very  lowest  classes  in  the  town  would  not,  if  they 
c;ould,  be  clean,  seeing  that  as  yet  they  have  never  had  a chance  of  being  so, 
nor  ever  possessed  the  means  for  preserving  even  the  barest  decency. 

68.  That  the  privies  and  ashpits,  which  did  exist,  appear  not  only  to  have 
been  frc([ucntly  in  objectionable  situations,  as  before  mentioned,  but  also  in 
objectionable  condition,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  emptying  and  cleansing; 
that  in  the  early  part  of  1 8 18,  in  consequence  apparently  of  a suggestion  to  tlie 
Town  Council  by  the  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary 
Association,  a contract  for  the  removal  and  exportation  of  the  street  and  market 
sweepings  was  entered  into  between  the  Corporation  and  a private  individual, 
who  also  issued  a handbill  to  the  effect  that  he  was  willing  to  undertake  the 
emptying  and  cleansing  of  such  places  by  private  contract;  that  the  Trinity 
House,  the  hospitals  and  other  large  establishments,  the  aldermen  and  the  other 
wealthier  inhabitants  of  the  town,  took  advantage  of  this,  and  made  arrangements 
for  the  (in  some  cases  monthly)  cleansing  of  such  places,  and  experienced  great 
benefit  therefrom;  that  in  1849  the  Medical  Committee  of  the  Newx'astle  and 
Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  in  their  report  to  Mr.  Kawlinson,  mentioned 
“ the  establishment  of  this  system  of  cx])ortation  of  town  refuse  ” as  one  of  the 
three  chief  causes,  to  Avhich  they  ascribed  the  lightness  of  the  then  recent 
visitation  of  cholera;  that  the  contractor,  on  whose  part  the  operations  in  respect 
of  these  pri^'atc  places  were  entirely  ojitional  and  voluntary,  gradually  restricted 
his  operations  to  those  districts  in  w'hich  they  best  remunerated  him;  and  that 
in  this  way  considerable  districts  remained  dependent  on  the  precarious  services 
of  farmer’s  carts ; that  towards  the  close  of  1852  and  in  1853  an  increasing 
difhculty  experienced  by  the  contractor  in  obtaining  railway  w'aggons,  in 
which  to  remove  and  export  the  contents  of  these  places,  gradually  led  to  a 
slackening  of  his  operations,  even  in  those  districts  in  which  they  had 
previously  been  remunerative ; that  during  several  months  anterior  to  the  late 
outbreak  coiisid  'rable  difficulty  wais  experienced,  even  by  those  who  Avere 
perfectly  ready  t j pay  for  such  ac’commodation,  in  getting  these  places  cleansed 
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and  emptied ; and  that  the  condition  of  them  generally  throughout  the  borough 
became  uncleansed  and  bad ; and  that,  on  the  more  active  enforcement  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Act  during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epidemic,  innumerable 
complaints  were  made  of  nuisances  arising  from  this  their  uncleansed  and 
unemptied  condition. 

69-  That  by  the  Local  Improvement  Act  of  1846  it  was  enacted,  “ That  it 
“ should  be  lawful  for  the  Council  from  time  to  time  to  order  all  or  any  of  the 
“ privies,  ashpits  and  receptacles  for  manure  and  refuse  wdthin  the  borough  to 
“ be  emptied  and  cleaned  by  the  respective  occupiers,”  &c.,  or  at  their  expense ; 
as  also  “ to  direct  any  prosecution  at  the  Assizes  or  Quarter  Session  of  the 
“ peace  for  the  said  borough  for  any  nuisance  or  offence,  whether  public  or 
“ contrary  to  any  of  the  provisions  of  that  Act;”  that  in  1847,  Dr.  Robinson, 
as  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  NcAv^castle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association, 
publicly  adverted  to  the  fact  of  these  powers  having  been  allowed  by  the 
Corporation  to  remain  “ wholly  inoperative  that  the  very  confined  accommo- 
dation in  many  districts  in  respect  of  back  premises,  and  the  necessity  of  having 
to  wheel  the  contents  of  such  places  in  barrows  through  narrow  lanes  and 
passages,  and  occasionally  even  through  the  houses  themselves,  by  rendering 
such  operations  more  expensive  as  well  as  intolerably  annoying,  proportionably 
disinclined  the  poor  to  exert  themselves  to  get  such  operations  performed,  and 
rendered  it  proportionably  desirable  that  the  Town  Council  should  exercise  their 
powers  of  supervision  and  compulsion  in  this  respect;  that  the  joint  use  of  such 
places  by  several  families  (a  thing  inevitable  in  a town  so  singularly  deficient  in 
such  accommodation),  by  causing  endless  disputes  as  to  the  joint  defrayal  of  the 
expense  of  such  proceedings,  threw  a further  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
emptying  and  cleansing  thereof,  and  should  have  constituted  a further  inducement 
to  the  exercise  by  the  Corporation  of  their  supervising  and  controlling  powers  ; but 
that  the  Corporation  do  not  appear  ever  at  any  time  to  have  attempted  to  enforce 
the  powers  in  question ; and  that  under  these  circumstances  some  of  these  places 
appear  to  have  become  such  utter  and  intolerable  nuisances,  that  the  tenants 
entitled  to  use  them  (and  sometimes  the  landlords)  pi’eferred  to  nail  them  up 
and  destroy  them,  and  to  betake  themselves  instead  to  “ kits,”  or  to  the  streets  or 
public  privies. 

70.  That  a very  large  proportion  (and,  as  one  parochial  medical  officer 
computes,  two  thirds)  of  the  entire  population  of  Newcastle  are  dependent  for 
accommodation  in  this  respect  on  the  public  privies,  the  property  and  in 
the  management  of  the  Corporation,  some  of  which  are  of  the  rudest  and  least 
decent  form  of  construction  ; that  of  the  twenty-one,  which  -were  in  existence  at 
the  time  of  the  late  outbreak,  only  about  ten  appear  to  have  been  lighted  at 
night  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry ; that  many  of  them  appear  to  have  been 
habitually  and  also  at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak  in  a highly  offensive  and 
objectionable  condition ; that  repeated  complaints  have  been  made  and  memo- 
rials forwarded  to  the  Town  Council  or  their  officers  during  a series  of  years  in 
respect  of  some  of  them,  not  merely  as  regards  their  temporary  condition,  but  also 
as  regards  the  objectionableness  of  their  situations,  under  the  same  roof  with 
dwelling  and  sleeping  rooms,  &c. ; that  in  1846  the  Town  Council,  under  their 
Loeal  Improvement  Act  of  that  year,  obtained  power  “ to  make  regulations  for 
“ the  management  of  public  privies  ”■ — regulations  which,  perhaps,  are  in  many 
places  all  but  indispensable  in  order  to  prevent  such  places  becoming  public 
nuisances — but  that  they  do  not  appear  ever  to  have  made  any  such. 

7 1 . That  the  flagging,  paving  or  macadamizing  of  the  chief  thoroughfares  in 
the  better  and  central  parts  of  Newcastle  appears  to  be  both  good  and  sub- 
stantial ; but  that  in  the  narrow  lanes  and  entries  on  either  side  of  these 
thoroughfares,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  suburbs,  it  is  decidedly  and  seriously 
deficient,  both  in  quantity  and  quality  ; that  of  the  28|;  miles  of  thoroughfare 
within  the  old  borough  which  the  Corporation  “ conceive  to  be  streets,”  25^ 
miles  are  stated  by  them  to  be  either  paved  or  macadamized,  leaving  3 miles 
entirely  untouched  ; and  that  of  the  15i  miles  of  thoroughfare  in  the  townships, 
which  are  “ conceived  to  be  streets,”  8|  appear  to  be  either  paved  or  macada- 
mized, leaving  6|  miles  entirely  untouched;  that  of  the  streets  and  alleys,  &c., 
which  the  Corporation  thus  conceive  to  be  paved,  a certain  proportion,  at  least,  are 
paved  but  very  indifferently  ; while  in  others,  lor  want  of  scavenage,  the  paving 
is  so  covered  with  filth  and  refuse  as  not  to  be  discernible,  except  upon  close 
inspection  ; that  the  populous  districts  of  Sandgate  and  Pandon  were  wholly, 
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and  still  are  mainly,  paved  with  shingle  or  round  stones,  having  wide  interstices 
between  them,  so  as  to  render  adequate  scavenage  almost  impossible  ; and  that 
previously  to,  and  at  the  time  of  the  cholera,  there  were  many  places,  especially 
in  the  poorer  and  suburban  districts  of  Newcastle,  which  owing  to  these  circum- 
stances were  habitually  dirty,  and  in  load  weather  almost  impassable. 

72.  That  “ the  unpaved,  imcleansed  and  consequently  filthy  and  repulsive 
“ state  of  many  of  the  streets,  particularly  of  those  recently  erected  in  the 
“ suburbs,  where  whole  districts  are  to  be  found  in  this  neglected  condition,” 

was  the  third  among  “the  chief  preventible  causes  of  the  excessive  mortality  p.  42.  q,4056. 

“ lately  experienced  in  Newcastle,”  to  which  the  medical  committee  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  alluded  in  their  report  to  Mr. 

Rawlinson  at  his  official  inquiry  in  1849;  and  that  the  same  continued  to  exercise 
an  unfavourable  influence  on  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  down  to  and  at  the 
time  of  the  recent  outbreak  ; that  by  the  Local  Improvement  Act  of  1837  it  1 vict.  c.ixxii.  § 6. 
was  enacted,  “that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  Council  for  the  time  being  of  the 
“ said  borough,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  should  think  fit,  to  contract  and  agree 
“ with  the  surveyors  of  highways  for  the  several  townships.  Sec.,  for  the  repair 
“ of  the  highways  of  the  said  several  townships,  or  any  of  them ;”  that  it  was 
stated  by  the  surveyor  of  highways  for  one  of  the  townships  that  in  1839  one,  two, 
or  three  of  the  five  townships  applied  to  the  Corporation  to  take  the  management 
of  their  highways,  but  that  the  Corporation  did  not  comply  therewith  ; and  that 
the  Corporation  does  not  appear  to  have  obtained  a full  control  over  the 
streets  and  highways  of  the  said  townships  until  the  passing  of  the  last  Local 
Improvement  Act,  about  a month  before  the  late  outbreak  ; that  as  regards  the 
old  borough,  the  I'own  Council  appear  to  have  exerted  themselves  considerably 
to  improve  the  paving  of  the  highways,  especially  in  some  districts,  c.  g'.,  Sandgate, 
and  with  considerable  benefit  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  districts  thus  im- 
proved ; and  that,  on  the  averageof  the  sixteen  years,  1 837-18b3,the  Town  Council 
appear  to  have  expended  (over  and  above  the  sums  derived  from  the  thorough 
toll,  and  from  the  watching,  lighting  and  paving  rates)  a sum  of  7,0()()/.  per 
annum  out  of  their  own  funds  upon  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  highways, 

&c.,  watching,  lighting  and  paving,  and  in  particular  appear  to  have  expended 
out  of  their  own  funds  (over  and  above  the  sums  derived  from  the  jiaving  rate) 
a sum  of  nearly  560/.  per  annum  on  paving  of  highways:  but  that  in  respect  of 
the  paving  of  streets.  See.,  not  being  highways,  they  do  not  appear  to  Inu'c 
exerted  themselves  or  to  have  exercised  their  powers  to  a similar  extent. 

73.  Thatimdcr  the  T.,ocal  Improvement  Act  of  1 846,  the  d'own  Council  (d)taincd 
poAver  to  compel  the  levelling,  flagging  and  jiaving  of  streets,  not  being  high- 
ways, at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  houses,  buildings  and  lands  abutting 
on  the  sides  of  those  streets  ; that  in  1847  attention  was  jniblicly  draAvn  to  the 
fact,  that  this  power  had  been  allowed  to  remain  “ wholly  inoperative  ;”  that  in 
October  1818,  during  the  then  visitation  of  cholera,  a dejnitation  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  Avaited  upon  the  Toavii  ImproA'cment  Committee  “to  solicit  their 
“ co-operation  in  cai'rying  into  effect  the  flagging  and  paving  of  the  streets  ;”  that 
in  I8I9,  it  Avas  intimated  to  Mr.  KaAvlinson,  at  the  time  of  his  official  iiuiuii’y, 
that  “ not  a single  street  had  been  paved  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act that 
in  1850,  under  another  Ivocal  Improvement  Act,  the  Toavii  Council  obtained 
amendments  of  the  former  compulsory  poAver,  and  also  an  extension  of  it  “ to 
“ any  court,  lane,  ])assagc  or  place  Avilhin  the  borough,  for  the  time  being  open 
“ for  foot  passengers  or  carriages,  haA'ing  a gate,  bar  or  chain  thereon  or  therein, 

“ or  oA'cr  Avhich  any  person  might  IniA'c  or  exercise  OAvnership  ;”  that  this  latter 
poAver  ap]iears  to  have  been  exercised  once,  and  the  former  some  nine  or  ten 
times:  but  that  there  still  remain  a good  many  streets  and  places,  in  I'cspcct  of 
which  l)oth  poAA'crs  might  and  ought  to  Iuiac  been  exercised  for  the  sanitaiy 
benefit  of  the  toAvn. 
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74.  That  the  scavenage  of  the  borough  of  NeAvcastle  at  large,  doAvn  to  and 
at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak,  Avas  deficient  in  the  most  dejdorable  degree  ; 
that,  the  Corporation  not  having  taken  or  obtained  control  oAcr  the  highAvays  of 
the  toAvnshi])s  until  about  a month  before  the  late  outbreak,  no  scaA'enging  Avhat- 
socATr  appears  to  hiiAX  taken  place  in  them, — notAvithstanding  the  dreadful  Q- "534-9, 0922-3. 
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of  the  scaA’cnage  in  those  parts  of  the  borough  to  Avhich  the  faulty  system  in  ^ 

vogue  alloAved  it  to  extend,  had  un(|uestionably  improATd,  ami  iinproAed  6745-7. 
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consideralily,  of  late  years,  although  to  this  day,  as  is  generally  admitted,  it  is 
far  from  adequate ; that  according  to  that  faulty  system,  which  ( though  the 
evils  of  it  have  for  years  been  notorious)  still  existed  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry, 
the  scavenage  was  confined  mainly  to  the  chief  thoroughfares  of  the  town,  having 
the  better-provided  houses  on  either  side,  while  the  bye  streets  and  the  private 
courts  and  entries,  where  the  miserable  destitution  of  the  houses  in  respect  of 
proper  domestic  conveniences  leads  to  a diffusion  of  filth  which  calls  for  a 
redoubled  frequency  of  scavenging,  were  more  or  less,  and  often  entirely, 
neglected,  and  even  considered  and  avowed  to  be  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
scavengers  ; — they  and  their  carts  going  round  through  the  main  thoroughfares 
and  removing  the  refuse,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  courts  and 
entries  may  have  brought  out  and  deposited  in  the  main  thoroughfares,  but 
never  themselves  going,  and  even  when  requested  refusing  to  go,  into  those 
courts  and  entries  for  the  purpose  of  thence  removing  any  accumulations  there 
existing  : — to  which  we  need  only  add,  that  an  almost  impracticable  amount  of 
scavenage  would  have  been  required  to  keep  in  a clean  and  wholesome  state 
districts  which  had  been  suffered  to  remain  so  radically  destitute  of  proper 
domestic  conveniences ; and  that,  having  already  adverted  to  the  total  neglect  by 
the  Town  Council  of  their  powers  for  the  remedying  of  this  radical  defect,  it 
would  seem  idle  to  dilate  on  the  fact  of  their  having  neglected  to  obtain  or 
exercise  scavenging  powers  for  the  mitigation  of  the  evils  thence  arising. 

75.  That  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  cholera,  as  reported  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  Town  Council  and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  October  1853, 
“ accumulations  of  dung,  litter  and  ashes,  mixed  with  vegetable  and  animal 
“ refuse,”  were  “ collected  in  various  parts  of  the  town to  such  an  extent, 
indeed,  in  some  places,  that  it  was  considered  dangerous  to  remove  them  at  that 
time,  and  expedient  only  to  cover  them  with  fresh  earth ; and  that  even  at  the 
time  of  our  inspections  there  were  many  parts  of  the  town  exceedingly,  and  some 
intolerably,  filthy  from  similar  causes  ; that  previously  to  the  late  outbreak  the 
town  does  not  appear  to  have  been  generally  or  thoroughly  cleansed  since  the 
cleansing  which  took  place  anteriorly  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1848-9,  and 
which  is  believed  to  have  materially  contributed  to  render  that  outbreak  in 
Newcastle  so  light ; that  the  condition  of  the  town  in  1853  in  these  respects  had, 
in  the  opinion  of  several  witnesses,  materially  retrograded  since  that  time,  and 
at  all  events  was  by  no  means  a good  and  creditable  condition  ; and 
that  “ the  frequent  accmnnlation  of  masses  of  decomposing  refuse  and  other 
“ offensive  matters,”  will,  no  doubt,  have  been  in  autumn  1853,  what  in  1849 
it  was  reported  by  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
iSaiiitary  Association  to  have  been  in  previous  years,  viz.,  one  of  “ the  chief 
“ preventible  causes  of  the  excessive  mortality  lately  experienced  in  Newcastle.” 

76.  That  besides  these  variable  and  temporary  nuisances  there  existed  but 
too  many  almost  permanent  nuisances  on  a great  scale ; that  several  of  the 
ancient  burns,  deans  or  brooks,  now  converted  into  sewers,  but  still  only  partially 
covered  in,  appear  to  have  been  complained  of  as  such  for  years  together,  and  at 
all  events  to  have  deserved  so  to  be ; that  the  general  Avant  of  house  drainage 
and  of  proper  piT^y  accommodation  causes  so  large  an  amount  of  excrement  to 
l)e  mingled  with  the  street  sweepings,  ashes  and  other  house  refuse  that,  as 
reported  by  Mr.  Baynes  in  1848,  the  Corporation  middensteads,  or  places  to 
Avhich  the  contents  of  the  scavengers’  carts  are  conve}^ed,  become  themselves 
intolerable  nuisances  ; that  frequent  complaints  appear  from  time  to  time  to  have 
been  made,  not  merely  as  regards  the  condition,  but  also  as  regards  the  situation 
of  some  of  these  ; and  that  even  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  one  or  more  of  them 
continued  both  in  improper  places  and  in  a bad  state. 

77-  That,  considering  that  of  the  9453  houses  in  the  borough  only  1421  had 
fmcal  drainage,  and  that  of  the  fascal  produce  of  these  1421  houses  a consi- 
derable proportion  seems, — especially  in  dry  summer  Aveather,  such  as  prevailed 
before  and  during  the  late  outbreak, — to  have  been  retained  in  the  adjacent 
scAA^ers ; thence,  but  too  frequently,  to  return  its  noxious  gases,  either  through 
the  untrapped  gratings  into  the  general  atmosphere  of  the  streets,  or  else  through 
the  ill-fitting  Avater-closets  into  the  houses  themselves  : considering  that  the 
faecal  produce  of  the  remaining  8032  houses  (and  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
other  1421  also)  was  either  stored  in  open  privies,  in  immediate  proximity  to 
the  houses,  or  in  kits,  within  living  and  sleeping  rooms  or  at  stair-corners  close 
beside  them,  or  else  was  thrown  upon  the  surface,  there,  in  a great  measure,  to 
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remain  until  removed  by  rain  or  by  evaporation  : considering  the  absence  or 

imperfection  of  the  paving  in  many  of  the  districts  most  exposed  to  the  evil  last 
mentioned,  and  the  consequent  perpetual  soak  age  and  stampage  of  excrement 
into  the  soil,  and  subsequent  re-exhalation  of  noxious  vapours  into  the  air,  as  well 
as  the  constant  infiltration  into  the  soil  from  the  almost  universally  conjoined 
privy  and  ashpit  : considering  the  extensive  diffusion  of  faecal  matters  on 
surfaces  too  well  paved  to  admit  of  such  soakagc  or  stampage  to  any  great 
extent,  and  the  very  general  absence  of  scavenage  in  the  private  courts  and 
entries  most  exposed  to  such  diffusion  : considering  the,  especially  just  before 

the  late  outbreak,  generally  unemptied  and  uncleansed  condition  of  the  privies 
and  ashpits  wiiich  did  exist,  as  well  as  the  very  general  accumulation  of  offensive 
matters  in  places  not  destined  for  their  reception  and  elsewhere ; and  finally, 
considering  the  hot,  heavy,  stagnant  condition  of  the  air,  which  appears  to  have 
prevailed  about  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak : it  will,  we  think,  be  obvious, 
not  only  that  almost  the  wfiiole  faecal  produce  of  the  town  during  several  months 
was  about  that  time  retained  in  a more  or  less,  but  frequently  very  much, 
exposed  form  in  the  close  vicinity  of  the  houses  and  rooms  in  which  the 
inhabitants  at  large  were  living  and  sleeping,  but  also  that  the  whole  town 
may,  almost  without  exaggeration,  be  said  to  have  been  breathing  continually 
an  atmosphere  of  their  own  excrements;  to  which  must  be  added  that  the  but  too 
general  -want  even  of  surface  drainage,  by  allowing  superfluous  moisture  to 
remain  upon  tlie  clayey  soil,  not  merely  to  promote  decomposition,  but  also 
by  its  own  evaporation  to  serve  as  a veliicle  for  tlie  diffusion  of  the  noxious 
gases  thence  arising,  Avill  t)bviously  have  tended  to  the  aggravation  of  a state 
of  things,  w'hich  in  itself  Avas  already  sufficiently  appalling. 

78.  That  the  joint  committee  of  the  Town  Council  and  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  October  1853,  after  alluding  to  the  accumulations  above 
mentioned,  reported  that  “ the  slaughter-houses  are  found  to  occasion  or 
“ aggravate  many  of  these  accumulations  of  offensive  matter”;  that  in  18f-6, 
under  tlieir  then  l^ocal  Improvement  Act,  tlie  Town  Council  obtained  power 
“ to  make  bye-laws  for  making  regulations  for  the  registration  and  inspection 
“ of  slaughter-houses  and  knackers’  yards,  and  for  keeping  the  same  in  a cleanly 
“ and  pro})cr  state,  and  for  removing  the  filth  therefrom  at  least  once  in  every 
“ week,”  and  “ to  ascertain  and  fix  what  pecuniary  penalties  should  be  incurred 
“ by  persons  breaking  such  laws;”  that  in  1847  Dr.  Robinson,  honorary 
secretary  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  sanitary  association,  publicly  drew 
attention  to  them  “ as  sources  of  putrefaction  and  disease,”  as  also  to  the  tact  that 
the  powers  in  respect  of  them  luid  been  allowed  to  remain  “ wholly  inoperative  ;” 
that  in  1 848  Mr.  Baynes  reported  that  “ some  of  these  places  were  very 
“ offensive ;”  that  in  I 849,  on  the  occasion  of  i\Ir.  Rawlinson’s  official  inquiry, 
the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association 
publicly  suggested  “the  registration  and  sanitary  regulation  of  slaughter- 
“ houses,”  as  one  of  the  “ remedies,  which  they  would  desire  to  see  applied  to 
“ the  removal  of  existing  morbific  causes;”  but  that  no  such  regulations  appear 
ever  to  have  been  made  : and  that  other  nuisances  arising  from  tripc-boileries, 
bone-dcalcries,  tanneries,  tish-cureries,  &.C.,  also  existed,  for  the  abatement  of 
which,  either  at  common  huv  or  under  their  own  local  Acts,  the  Town  Council 
might,  but  never  have,  proceeded. 

79-  dduit  in  1 84<6,  under  their  then  Local  ImproA  cmcnt  Act,  the  Town  Council 
obtained  power  “ to  make  byelaws  for  regulating  the  maimer  of  keeping  swine,” 
cVc.,  and  “ to  ascertain  and  fix  what  pecuniary  penalties  should  be  incurred  by 
“ persons  breaking  such  law  ;”  that  in  October  1848,  during  the  then  outbreak  of 
cholera,  such  byelaws  were  made  and  have  since  been  put  in  force  to  a certain, 
although  inadequate,  extent ; and  that  the  nuisance  hence  arising  has  been  con- 
siderably abated  of  late  years,  especially  in  some  districts  ; that  nevertheless  very 
many  such  were  kept  impro])erly,  and  in  contravention  of  such  byclaws,  before 
and  (hiring  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public 
health;  that  in  October  1853  the  joint  committee  of  the  Town  Council 
and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  reported  that  “the  practice  of  kcc]fing 
“ ])igs  in  improper  places  had  been  found  to  be  productive  of  nuicii 
“annoyance  to  the  inhabitants,”  but  that  they  had  “found  the  existing 
“byelaws  sufficient  to  rc])ress  the  practice ;”  notwithstanding  which  it,  appears 
that  the  practice  had  not  been  repressed  down  to  the  time  of  our  inquiry  in 
March. 
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80.  That  since  the  passing  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  1848,  and  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Amendment  Act,  1849,  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  New- 
castle (who  were  originally  charged  with  the  execution  of  those  Acts  there)  have 
possessed  powers  for  the  removal  of  a variety  of  nuisances,  and  appear,  especially 
the  chairman  and  vice-chairman  and  perhaps  other  members  of  the  board,  to  have 
exerted  themselves  faithfully  to  fulfil  the  duties  thereby  devolving  upon  them,  so 
far  at  least  as  their  staff  and  system  would  permit ; but  that  the  inadequacy  of  their 
staff  and  other  circumstances,  and  their  (perhaps  consequent)  system  of  passively 
waiting  for  complaints  of  nuisances  instead  of  actively  proceeding  against  them, 
have  prevented  all  the  benefit  accruing  from  their  efforts  that  could  have  been 
desired  ; that  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties  they  have  been  in  but  little,  if  any, 
degree  assisted  by  the  Corporation,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  frequently 
obliged  to  issue  formal  notices  against  the  Corporation,  and  on  at  least  two  occa- 
sions have  been  to  the  utmost  resisted  by  that  body,  and  have  been  obliged  to 
summon  it  before  the  magistrates,  and  obtain  a decision  against  it,  before  it 
would  remove  or  abate  nuisances  of  its  own  creation  ; that  by  the  Local  Improve- 
ment Act,  4th  August  1853,  it  was  enacted  that  “it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
“ Council  to  use  and  exercise  all  and  every  the  powers  given  by  the  Nuisances 
“ Removal  Act,  &c.,  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor  but  that  the  Toavu  Council 
does  not  appear  to  have  taken  advantage  of  this  enactment  till  some  days  after 
the  late  outbreak  reached  its  climax,  and  then  not  in  a very  active  or  efficient 
manner. 

81.  That  the  powers  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act  are  limited  to  the 
removal  of  nuisances  when  created,  and  do  not  extend  to  the  prevention  or 
anticipation  of  nuisances  by  comprehensive  measures,  and  consequently  were 
wholly  inadequate  to  meet  the  case  of  Newcastle,  in  which,  for  want  of  such 
comprehensive  measures,  the  recurrence  and  re-recurrence  of  the  same  nuisance 
in  the  same  place  was  matter  of  almost  inevitable  necessity ; that,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  these  limited  powers  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  the  Town 
Council,  under  their  Local  Improvement  Acts,  have  possessed,  ever  since 
1846,  extensive  powers  for  the  anticipation  and  radical  prevention  of  the  great 
bulk  of  nuisances,  by  being  enabled  to  provide  comprehensive  systems  of 
sewerage  and  drainage,  to  compel  the  paving,  &c.,  of  private  courts  and  entries, 
and  the  provision  of  suitable  domestic  conveniences,  to  introduce  proper  systems 
of  scavenage,  to  make  regulations  for  the  systematic  emptying  and  cleansing  of 
privies,  ashpits,  public  necessaries,  slaughter-houses,  &c.  ; that  in  1849,  on  the 
occasion  of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  official  inquiry,  the  inadequacy  of  the  powers  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Act  in  the  case  of  Newcastle  was  publicly  adverted  to  ; but 
that  (as  already  stated  in  detail)  the  ToAvn  Council  appear  to  have  made  hardly 
any  use  whatsoever  of  their  superior  powers,  except  perhaps  in  times  of  epidemics: 
to  which  we  need  only  add  that,  of  course,  no  amount  of  energy  displayed  under 
pressure  of  an  epidemic  can  compensate  for  the  systematic  neglect  of  A^aluable 
powers  during  long  intervening  periods. 

82.  That  another  very  considerable  source  of  detriment  to  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  town  during  the  late  outbreak  arose  from  the  excessive  contamina- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  there,  not  merely  by  ordinary  smoke,  but  also  by  acrid 
and  offensive  fumes  from  alkali  and  other  chemical-product  works,  factories,  &c., 
of  which  it  is  alleged  that  no  town  for  its  size  possesses  more  than  Newcastle  ; 
that  by  the  Local  Improvement  Act  of  1846  it  Avas  enacted  “ that,  from  and 
“ after  the  first  day  of  July  1847,  all  furnaces  employed  or  to  be  employed,  in 
“ the  Avorking  of  engines  by  steam,  or  in  any  mill,  factory,  dj'ehouse,  brcAA^ery, 
“ bakehouse,  gas-Avorks  or  other  buildings  used  for  the  purposes  of  trade  or 
“ manufacture  Avithin  the  said  borough  (although  a steam  engine  be  not  employed 
“ therein),  should  be  constructed  so  as  to  prevent  or  consume,  so  far  as  is  prac- 
“ ticable,  their  OAvn  smoke,”  with  camulatiA’e  penalties  against  all  persons  Avho 
after  that  day  should  “ use  any  furnace  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid  Avithin 
“ the  said  borough  A\diich  should  not  be  so  constructed  as  aforesaid,  or  should 
“ negligently  use  any  furnace  so  constructed  as  aforesaid,  or  should  carry  on 
“ any  trade  or  business  Avhich  should  occasion  any  noxious  or  offensive  effluvia, 
“ or  othenvise  annoy  the  neighbourhood  or  inhabitants,  Avithout  using  the  best 
“ practicable  means  for  preventing  or  counteracting  such  annoyance,”  and  “that 
“ it  should  be  laAvful  for  the  Council  to  cause  any  chimney  or  furnace,  Avhich 
“ should  be  rebuilt  or  erected  or  continued  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  that 
“ Act,  to  be  taken  down  or  altered”  at  the  expense  of  the  oAvner  ; that,  in  1847 
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and  1848,  during-  the  pressure  of  the  Irish  fever  epidemic,  some  cflbrts  appear  to 
have  been  made  to  enforce  the  first  of  these  enactments,  and  in  two  or  three 
cases  at  least  Avith  success  ; but  that  difficulties  in  enforcing  it  were  experienced, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  especially  where  some  of  tlic  magistrates  and  of 
those  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law  were  themselves  among  the  greatest 
offenders  against  the  law,  and  that  it  was  not  effectually  enforced ; that  from 
1848  downwards,  as  complained  of  and  admitted  at  the  time  of  Mr.  KaAvlinson’s 
official  inquiry  in  1849,  the  powers,  instead  of  being  carried  out,  have  been  left 
entirely  in  abeyance;  and  that  the  smoke  and  noxious  cffiuvin,  instead 
of  decreasing,  have  progressively  increased  ; that,  in  respect  of  tiicse  poAvers 
also,  it  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  they  Avere  not  strong  enough ; but  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  has  not  been  even  alleged  that,  since  the  first  enforcements  in 
1847  and  1848,  any  other  efforts  liaA^c  ever  been  made  to  apply  them  eA'en  to 
those  cases  for  Avhich  they  Avcrc  unquestionably  available. 

83.  That  at  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1848-9  the  state  of  the  churchyards  in 
NcAvcastle  Avas  such  that  one  of  them  Avas  regarded  by  one  medical  man  as  “ the 
“monster  nuisance”  of  the  time;  that  in  December  1849,  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  UaAvlinson’s  official  inquiry,  the  yicar  of  NcAvcastlc  stated  that  they  Avere 
generally  too  full ; and  that  before  and  during  the  late  outbreak  they  Avere  in 
very  bad  condition,  and  accordingly  Avere  shut  up  as  soon  as  possible  after  its 
commencement. 

84.  That  the  Avater  supplied  to  NcAvcastle  by  the  Whittle  Dean  M ater  Company 
for  about  two  months  before,  and  also  during  the  rise  and  progress  of,  the  late 
epidemic  appears  to  have  been  almost  universally  complained  of,’  and  is  A ariously 
described*  to  have  been  “ bad,”  “ very  bad,”  “extremely  ’ or  “ shocking!}^  bad,” 
“much  discoloured,”  “turbid,”  “perfect  puddle,”  “highly  objectionable,”  or 
“ unfit  for  drinking,”  &:c.;  that  many  people  felt  obliged  to  give  up’  using  it 
themselA'cs,  and  that  seA’eral  medical  men  felt  themseh  es  called  upon  to  dissuade 
their  families  or  patients'*  from  using  it;  and  that  the  first  step  ’taken  by  the 
committee  of  the  doAvn  Council  and  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  during  the  late 
epidemic  Avas  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a purer  supjily  ; that  many  Avitnesses  ha\e 
deposed  to  its  having  had  a disagreeable  taste,  and  that  several  have  sAvorn  most 
positively  to  its  having  had  an  offensive  smelffas  though  containing  })iitrld  organic 
matter;  Avhile  otliers|  on  theother  hand  have  declared  that  they  ne\er  noticed  any- 
thing beyond  discolouration,  as  from  peat,  or  turbidity,  as  from  clay  or  sand, — a 
conflict  of  evidence,  Avhich,  notAvithstanding  the  impartial  ami  imdisci  iminaling 
operations  of  the  Water  Company,  inclines  us  toimagine  that, from  somelocal  and 
no  do-abt  Avholly  unsuspected  circumstances,  the  Avater  draAvn  for  use  Avas  not 
alike  in  all  parts  of  the  toAvn  ; especially  as  more  than  one  witness  has  pointed  to 
the  Avestern  jiarts  as  those  in  Avhich  the  complaints  Avere  loudest  and  the  Abater 
Avorst:  to  Avhich  ayc  would  add  that  the  Avater  from  some  of  the  avcIIs  and 
springs,  usually  rejnited  excellent,  is  also  stated  to  have  become  tempoiarily 
offensive  during  the  late  outbreak. 

8.).  That  oAving  to  the  Avater  supjilied  by  the  \Vditer  C'omp.uiy  haA’ing 
been  compounded  of  about  one  third  of  dyne  Avater  and  two-thirds  of  W hittle 
Dean  Avater,  and  to  the  fact  that  no  analysis  Avas  made  of  it,  avc  ai’C  unable  to 
state  exactly  Avhat  the  constitution  of  the  compound  Avas  ; and  that,  on  this 
head,  avc  can  only  refer  to  some  more  or  less  trustAvorthy  analyses  of  the  separate 
Avaters,  and  to  the  analysis  of  a somcAvhat  similar  conqiound  siqqdicd  in  I8d0; 
that  during  the  ])revalencc  of  the  epidemic  it  Avas  iuu|uestionably  su])])oscd 
and  stated  that  the  use  of  it  had  produced,  or  aided  to  ])roducc,  diarrhaai, 
^:c. ; that,  before  the  cholera  broke  out,  diai-iluL'a  and  dyscntei-y  did  pre- 
vail to  a considerable  extent  after  it  began  to  be  siqiplicd ; that  scA  cral 
medical  men  have  stated  to  us  their  opinion  that  it  did  ])ioduce  diarrluea 
in  other  people,  although  they  could  not  directly  trace  and  i)i\)A’e  it,  Avliile 
one  or  tAvo  have  distinctly  declared  that  they  believe  it  jiroduced  diarrlKea 


* 1()‘)H-1  l(K),  1019,  19.14-0,2018,  2094,  2:188-91,  2,i:i2  o,  .1121,  :!278,  3:io8. 

3:i77,  :i489-9i,  ;i7;i2-4o,  :i87o-7,  :i9i7,  oo;i;i,  (ii4o. 

I 2018-20,  2029,  209.1,  2:192-8,  2409,  :3279-91,  .'l.'lKi,  .'l.'ltiO-.l,  .'1818  22,  401.1-9,  •1021-C,  .lOl'O- 
3J,  ()117,  7210-21. 

f (I  979-82,  110.1-10,  1300-9,  1022-0,2710-.!,  .‘It.OO,  302  !-3:i,  .‘lOO  i-70,  3731  0,  42.i:i  .1,  4931, 
31.17,  .1030  -43,  o77.1,  0099,  0i:i3-.10,  09.17-00. 
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in  tlieinseii'cs,  and  that  tiiey  could  trace  that  effect  to  the  use  of  it ; hut  that 
others  have  as  distinctly  declared,  that  they  did  not  believe  it  had  had  any  such 
operation  ; that,  in  the  absence  of  cheinieal  and  microscopical  analyses  made  at 
the  time,  we  cannot  arbitrate  between  these  conflicting  assertions  ; that,  if  we 
accept  without  reserve  the  statements  as  to  the  water  having  contained  foetid 
organic  matter,  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  would  have  been  the  tendency  of  such 
water  to  produce  diarrhma,  and  very  grievously  to  aggravate  whatever  epidemic 
diarrhoea  or  cholera  then  prevailed  ; that — setting  aside  these  statements  as 
contradicted,  and  confining  our  attention  to  those  qualities  of  the  w^ater,  as  to 
which  the  witnesses  are  generally  agreed — we  eannot  but  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  water  was  such  as  ought  never  to  have  been  distributed ; and  that,  on  the 
most  favourable  vieiv  we  can  adopt,  it  must  be  regarded  with  grave  suspicion  in 
relation  to  its  influence  on  the  late  outbreak. 

86.  That  the  water  usually  supplied  by  the  Company  appears  to  be  hard, 
varying,  perhaps,  from  eighteen  or  twenty  degrees  of  hardness  in  seasons  of 
extreme  drought  to  five  or  six  degrees,  perhaps,  in  seasons  of  extreme  rain,  and, 
at  the  time  of  our  first  visit  to  Newcastle  in  January,  was  hard  enough  to  attract 
our  attention  almost  every  time  we  used  it ; but  that  the  waters  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood appear  generally  to  be  hard,  and  that  it  has  barely  been  suggested  that 
any  softer  could  have  been  obtained ; that  no  filter  has  existed  hitherto  for  the 
filtration  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water,  and  that  this  appears  to  have  given  rise  to 
an  occasional  (but,  we  believe,  unfrequent)  muddiness  of  it,  such  as  occurred 
once  within  our  own  experience  in  March ; but  that,  save  in  these  points,  the 
water  appears  to  have  been  usually  and  habitually  good,  and  to  have  been 
administered  on  the  principle  of  constant  supply,  and  in  both  these  points  and 
otherwiseto  have  been  an  immense  improvement  on  the  previous  supply,  which  was 
wholly  derived  from  the  Tyne,  and  administered  on  the  intermittent  principle. 

87-  That,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  no  complaint,  or  cause  of  complaint,  would 
have  arisen  against  the  Water  Company  but  for  certain  operations,  whereby 
they  so  reduced  their  store  of  water  as  to  be  incapable  of  maintaining 
their  supply,  except  by  recruiting  that  store  from  the  waters  of  the  Tyne; 
and  that  in  our  opinion  the  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by 
them  was  mainly  or  entirely  the  result  of  their  improper  reduetion  of  the  quantity 
of  it ; that  the  Company,  having  in  their  prospeetus  dwelt  upon  the  then 
general  complaints  against  the  Tyne  water  as  unfit  for  the  supply  of  the  town, 
and  having  been  supported  and  established  (adversely  to  the  old  company, 
whom  they  superseded)  on  the  faith  of  their  procuring  a much  better  supply, 
ought  to  have  been  very  chary  of  all  such  operations  as  might  by  any  chance 
risk  the  necessity  of  returning  to  so  universally  condemned  a source  ; that  the 
works  by  which  they  drew  the  water  from  the  Tyne  were  those  of  the  old 
company,  unaltered  and  by  long  disuse  probably  not  improved  : that  the  filter 
in  particular,  constructed  in  1836,  should  seem  to  have  been  in  some  way  out  of 
order  or  of  repair,  and  at  all  events  far  from  adequate  properly  to  perform  the 
duties  thus  suddenly  rethrust  upon  it ; that,  notwithstanding  the  deficiency  of 
house-drainage  in  Newcastle,  and  the  long  retention  about  the  houses  of  a large 
proportion  of  its  faecal  produce,  a certain  proportion  of  sewage  and  of  other 
pollutions  does  ultimately  find  its  way  into  the  river,  and  some  of  it  into  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  spot  whence  the  water  was  drawn  by  the  Company — 
circumstances  which  at  first  might  seem  to  afford  one  way  of  aecounting  for  the 
occasionally  putrid  smell  deposed  to  by  several  witnesses ; but  that  the  sewer 
discharge  in  question  takes  place  at  a point  below  that  at  which  the  Company 
pumped  from  the  river,  and  that  all  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  Company, 
whom  we  examined,  concurred  in  declaring  most  positively,  that  no  pumping  had 
occurred  except  at  periods  of  the  ebb,  when  they  conceived  it  to  be  impossible 
that  the  portion  of  the  stream,  from  which  they  pumped,  could  in  any  degree  be 
eontaminated  with  the  sewage  or  other  impurities  thence  discharged  ; and  that 
hence  we  hesitate  to  affirm  that  the  explanation  thus  suggested  is  the  true  one : 
— to  which  should  be  added  that,  although  the  annual  mortality  of  Newcastle 
has  not  been  proportionate  to  the  use  or  disuse  of  Tyne  water  per  se,  it 
is  matter  of  history  that,  in  the  two  cases  in  which  cholera  has  raged 
violently  in  Newcastle,  viz.,  in  1831  and  1853,  the  water  supply  has  (owing  to 
a sudden  failure  of  other  sources)  been  more  or  less  derived  from  the  Tyne, 
and  that  in  the  third  case,  in  which  the  supply  of  better  watei'  continued 
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abundant,  viz.,  in  1848-9,  the  outbreak  of  cholera  was  light  and  mild ; and  (^92-5. 

further,  as  a coincidence,  if  nothing  more,  that  on  the  fifth  day  after  the 

company  ceased  to  draw  from  the  Tyne,  and  within  a still  shorter  period  after 

the  time  when  all  admixture  of  Tyne  water  in  the  pipes  and  reservoirs  of  the  Q-  1964, 

Company  will  by  perpetual  dilution  have  passed  away,  the  late  outbreak  of 

cholera  did  certainly  commence  a rapid  and  never-checked  decline. 

88.  That  the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company  obtained  its  first  Act  in  1845,  on 
the  basis  of  a drainage  area  of  nearly  3,600  acres,  and  a reservoir  capacity  of  Q-  5300-10. 
215,000,000  gallons,  which  at  the  then  rate  of  consumption  (700,000  gallons 
per  diem)  afforded  storage  for  307  days’  supply ; that  its  original  works  were 
completed  in  1848,  by  which  time  the  daily  consumption  had  risen  to  1,000,000  Q.  5301-11. 
gallons,  and  their  reservoir  or  storage  capacity  fallen  to  215  days’  supply;  that 
in  1850,  the  daily  consumption  having  increased  to  1,500,000  gallons,  and  their  Q.  5313-23. 
storage  capacity  fallen  to  143  days’  supply,  their  water  signally  failed  them,  so 
that  they  were  obliged  to  eke  out  their  store  by  pumping  from  the  Tyne ; that 
thereupon  the  Company  voluntarily  and  without  delay  proceeded  to  make  Q-  5328-9. 
arrangements  with  the  landowners  for  making  a cut  to  the  river  Pont,  whereby 
to  increase  their  drainage  area  from  3,600  to  4,600  acres,  and  to  obtain  an 
additional  supply  from  tlie  Pont,  whenever  that  stream  rose  beyond  the  level 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  millowners  on  its  banks,  as  also  for  increasing 
their  reservoir  capacity  from  215,000,000,  to  330,000,000  gallons ; that  these  Q.  5330,  5347, 
additional  works  were  completed  in  September  1851,  and  their  storage  capacity 
thereby  raised,  the  daily  consumption  having  by  this  time  risen  to  about  Q.  5363. 
1,700,000  gallons,  to  about  196  days’ supply ; that  in  the  early  part  of  1853 
the  daily  consumption  had  increased  to  nearly  2,500,000  gallons,  and  their  q.  5372-5, 5387-8. 
storage  capacity  fallen  to  about  132  days’ supply ; that  at  this  time  they  had 
had  experience  in  1849  of  100  days  of  drought  (or  of  weather  in  which  so  little  q.  5574-6. 
was  flowing  into  their  reservoirs  that  they  might  be  regarded  as  wholly  q.  5518-9. 
dependent  on  their  storage),  in  1850  of  212  such  days,  and  in  1851  of  118  Q.  5577-88,  5589- 
days — 1852  being  a decidedly  exceptional  year — ; but  that,  notwithstanding  96,  5522,  5378-80, 
this  experience,  and  notwithstanding  that  their  storage  had  so  signally  failed 
them  in  1850,  when  they  had  a capacity  for  143  days’  supply,  they  nevertheless 
in  1853,  when  they  already  had  a capacity  for  but  132  days’ supply,  voluntarily 
proceeded  to  extend  their  range  of  supply  some  way  down  the  river  ; that  the  Q-  5367-9. 
first  instance  of  such  extension  took  place  on  the  26th  May  1853,  to  a factory,  Q-  5370. 
which  consuiiK'd  nearly  1,000,000  gallons  a week;  and  that  on  the  5th  Jidy  1853,  Q-  5417-20. 
within  40  days  or  less  than  six  weeks  from  this  first  instance  of  extension,  they  q.  5332. 
had  so  far  reduced  the  amount  of  their  storage  as  to  be  compelled  to  begin  to 
]Himp  water  from  the  Tyne  in  aid  thereof. 


89.  That  the  amount  of  rain-fall  in  1 853  was  20  5 inches,  as  compared  with 
17-68  inches  in  1850,  21 ’33  in  18.51,  and  34’7  inches  in  1852;  that,  even  if 
these  figures  could,  as  wc  think  they  cannot,  justify  the  Comjiany  in  regarding 
1853  as  a year  of  unusual  drought,  the  accidents  of  droughty  seasons  arc 
precisely  among  those,  against  which  a Water  Company  is  bound  to  })rovide  ; that 
it  is  further  true  that  a considerable  diminution  of  their  storage  was  occasioned 
by  an  accidental  subsidence  of  the  soil  beneath  an  old  reservoir,  owing  to  the 
excavations  of  the  earth  below  by  colliery  workings  ; but  that,  as  similar 
accidents  had  happened  there  more  than  once  before,  and  might  be  regarded  as 
by  no  means  improbalde  under  the  circumstances,  this  ought  to  have  been 
provided  and  allowed  for  ; and  that  the  range  of  supply  ought  not  to  have  been 
extended,  as  though  such  accidents  Avere  wholly  unlikely  or  impossible ; that 
the  Water  Com])any  have  further  stated  that  they  were  misled  by  their 
expectations  as  to  the  amount  of  watei'  derivable  from  one  source,  which 
expectations,  however,  they  do  not  seem  to  have  had  any  experience  to  justity  ; 
and  further,  that  the  increase  of  consumption  during  the  past  year  was  greater 
than  the  increase  of  the  range  of  their  supply  Avould  have  led  them  to  expect ; 
but  that,  after  allowing  all  due  weight  to  these  statements  and  considerations, 
we  are  of  opinio)!  that  the  extension  of  the  supjily  beyond  the  amount  of  2,000,000 
ga.llmis  ])cr  diem  was  an  extension  of  (piestionable  propriety,  and  the  extension 
of  it  beyond  2,500,000  gallons  per  diem  was  un(|uestionably  most  injudicious 
and  improper,  at  all  events  until  some  further  sources  of  siqiply  should  have  been 
obtained:  to  which  should  be  added  that  we  in  no  degree  im])ute  to  the  Water 
Company  any  wilful  or  intentional  recklessness  in  respect  hereof,  but  merel}^  an 
insufticient  consideration  of  the  manifold  risks  and  contingencies  before  them. 
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90.  That  the  Avater  supply  to  the  inhabitants  of  NcAvcastle,  though  by  no 
means  adequate  either  in  extent  or  form,  is  still  considerable,  and  under  the 
auspices  of  the  existing  Company  has  inci’eased  nearly  fourfold  in  little  moi'e 
than  eight  years  ; that  in  some  of  the  poorer  districts  it  is  more  deficient  than 
elseAvhci’C,  but  that  no  blame  appears  to  attach  to  the  Water  Companj^  in  respect 
hereof,  Avho,  b.oth  as  regards  reasonableness  of  rates  and  AAdllingness  to  defray 
the  expense  of  pipe-fitting,  &c.,  in  respect  of  tencmented  property,  appear  to 
have  afforded  the  inhabitants  A^ery  considei'able  facilities ; and  that  the  blame 
hereof  attaches  partly  to  the  OAvners  of  the  house  property  in  question,  and 
partly  to  the  Corporation,  Avho,  Avhile  averse  to  the  application  of  the 
bhiblic  Health  Act,  Avhich  Avonld  haA"c  empowered  them  to  compel  landlords 
to  do  their  duty  to  their  tenants,  in  respect  of  providing  them  Avith  a proper 
Avatcr  suppl^q  have  nevertheless  neglected  to  obtain,  under  any  of  their  OAvn 
local  Acts,  similar  poAvers  of  conti'ol  over  negligent  and  mercenary  landlords. 

91.  That  the  gas  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  of  NcAAxastle,  although  described 
by  tAvo  Avitnesses  as  of  average  quality,  has  been  much  complained  of  by  many 
othei’s  as  “far  from  good,”  '-‘bad,”  “very  bad”  “very  impui'e,”  &c.;  that  the 
impurities  evoh'ed  into  the  atmosphere  during  the  combustion  of  such  a gas, 
especially  in  the  case  of  persons  exposed  thereto  in  shops  or  rooms  not 
adequately  ventilated,  may  otherAAUse  have  been  detrimental  to  the  general  health  ; 
but  that  110  evidence  has  come  before  us  to  shoAV  that  it  aggraA^ated  the  late 
epidemic  in  an}^  degree. 

92.  That  other  causes,  original  or  aggra\^ative,  of  a general  nature,  such  as 
the  consumption  of  uiiAAdiolcsome  food,  bad  fruit,  excessive  drinking,  &c.,  will 
also  have  been  in  operation  in  NcAvcastleas  clseAvhere  under  such  circumstances, 
but  that  Avc  do  not  think  it  necessary,  in  the  present  case,  to  dAvell  at  any  length 
on  matters  such  as  these. 

9-3.  That  the  late  outbreak  Avas  also  no  doubt  further  aggravated  by  circum- 
s lances,  in  a correct  appreciation  of  Avliicli  the  poAvers  and  proceedings  of  the 
General  Board  of  Health,  the  conduct  of  tAVO  of  the  Superintending  Inspectors 
of  that  Board,  the  operations  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  NcAvcastlc,  the 
dissensions  betAveen  certain  members  of  the  medical  profession  there,  and  divers 
other  considerations  are  invoB^d  ; that  one  of  the  complaining  Avitnesses  frankly 
admitted  that  he  felt  called  upon  to  complain  of  the  circumstances,  without 
professing  to  knoAv  exactly  avIio  might  be  to  blame  in  respect  thereof ; but  that 
some  have  distinctly  complained  of  the  General  Board  of  Health, — affirming  that 
NcAvcastle  Avould  have  done  better  without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  that 
Board,  and  that  the  arrangements  adopted  in  1831-32,  and  1848-49,  Avhen  the 
General  Board  did  not  interfere,  AA^ei'e  superior  to  and  more  effective  than  those 
adojAted  in  ] 8.53,  Avhen  they  did—  ; Avhile  others  have  accused  at  least  one  of  the 
Superintending  Inspectors  of  that  Board  of  incompetency  or  inefficiency,  and 
others  again  have  made  similar  imputations  against  the  Board  of  Guardians  ; and 
that  accordingly  Ave  ha\''e  thought  it  requisite  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
these  matters. 

94.  That  one  complaint  against  the  General  Board  of  Health  is,  that  they 
Avcrc  tardy  in  acting  on  an  intimation  that  Avas  given  them  of  the  approaching 
outbreak  ; but  that  the  facts  of  the  case  on  this  head  appear  to  be  as  follows  : — 
that  on  the  2d  September  1853,  a single  medical  practitioner  of  NcAvcastle  Avrote 
to  the  General  Board,  stating  tliat  “ the  toAvn  was  threatened  by  an  outbreak  of 
“ the  disease  in  a malignant  form,”  in  support  of  Avhicli  statement  he  alluded  to 
one  “ fatal  case  ” of  cholera  and  another  case  of  “ choleraic  symptoms,  indicating 
“ alatal  termination;”  that  some  days  previously,  viz.,  on  the  30th  August,  the 
General  Board  liad  directed  inquiries  to  be  made  into  several  cases  of  cholera 
in  diffci-cnt  places,  and  in  respect  of  those  in  the  metropolis  had  ascertained  that 
the  disease  Avas  not  epidemic  there  ; that  the  receipt  of  the  letter  above-mentioned 
(Ail  tlic  3d  September,  did  not.  therefore,  necessarily  convey  to  their  minds  the 
conviction  that  the  disease  Avas  epidemic  in  NcAvcastle,  and  that  they  did  not 
immediately  despatch  any  officer  to  that  place,  although  the  minutes  and  cor- 
respondence, hereto  annexed,Avill  suffice  to  shoAv  the  immediate  activity  of  their 
proceedings ; that  on  the  9th  September  a second  intimation  of  the  existence  of 
cholera  in  NcAVcastlc  having  been  received,  they  at  once  despatched  Superin- 
tending Inspector  of  Health,  Mr.  Grainger,  to  that  place,  who  arrived  there  at 
six  a.m.  on  Saturday  the  10th ; and  that,  having  on  the  same  10th  September 
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received  a short  telegraphic  despatcli,  and  on  Monday  the  12th  a letter,  from  him  P.  7t3-6. 
to  the  efiect  that  cholera  was  epidemic  in  Newcastle,  they,  on  Tuesday  the  13th 
September,  addressed  a formal  communication  to  the  Privy  Council,  submitting 
that  the  time  had  arrived  for  issuing  an  order  in  Council  for  putting  in  force  the 
extraordinary  powers  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  and  Contagious  Diseases  Pre- 
vention Act,  1848;  and  on  the  Kith  received  a copy  of  the  order  in  Council 
issued  the  previous  day. 

95.  That  another  complaint  against  the  General  Board,  or  rather,  perhaps, 
against  its  Superintending  Inspectors,  is  that  they  addressed  themselves  too 
exclusively  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  to  the  district  medical  officers,  the 
servants  of  that  Board ; that  reiterated  complaints  have  been  founded  on  the 
fact  that  the  medical  profession  of  Newcastle  as  a body  were  never  called 
together,  either  by  the  officers  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  or  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  until  after  the  epidemic  had  reached  its  climax  ; and  that,  so  far 
as  we  can  judge,  tlic  Avant  of  concert  bctAA'ccn  the  officers  of  the  General  Board  Q-  ^312. 
of  Health  and  the  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  one  side,  and  of  the  medical 
practitioners  and  other  influential  inhabitants  of  the  toAvn  at  large,  on  the  other, 
did  lead  to  circumstances  adverse  to  the  most  effectual  repression  of  the  out- 
break, and  did  in  so  far  tend  to  aggravate  it  ; that,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
powers  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  have  reference  to,  and  iiiATst  their 
officers  with  authority  over.  Hoards  of  Guardians  only  ; that  all  applications  by 
them  to  the  medical  practitioners  or  other  inliabitants  of  a toAvn  arc  consequently 
matters  of  discretion  ; and  that  some  of  the  complaining  Avitnesscs  have 
admitted  or  intimated  that  such  a step  fell  rather  Avithin  the  province  of  the 
actiA^c  body,  the  Board  of  (Juardians,  than  of  their  counsellors  and  supervisors, 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Health ; that  there  existed  in  NcAvcastle 
notoriously  a schism  between  considerable  sections  of  the  medical  profession 
there,  Avhich  to  this  day  renders  it  doubtful,  in  our  eyes,  Avhethcr  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  profession  at  large  could  very  readily  liaA'c  been 
obtained  cither  by  the  officers  of  the  (ieneral  Board  of  Health  or  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians;  that  tlie  first  step  taken  by  Mr.  Cirainger  Avas  to  call 
upon,  and  to  put  liimsclf  in  communication  Avith,  as  many  members  of  tlie 
profession  as  possible  ; but  that  in  tlie  course  of  this  proceeding  observations 
Avere  made  to  him  and  circumstances  relative  to  tliis  schism  aati'c  brought  to 
his  knoAvlcdgc,  Avliich  Avcrc  calculated  most  seriously  to  perplex  and  embarrass 
him  in  the  execution  of  any  such  step  as  the  calling  together  the  Avholc 
medical  profession  ; that  Mr.  (iraingcr  accordingly  did  not  think  fit  to  take 
the  initiatiA'e  in  respect  of  any  such  step,  although  he  expressed  his  Avillingncss 
to  be  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  profession  Avhich  might  arise  out  of 
any  other  circumstances  ; that,  considering  the  immense  pressure  of  the  crisis, 
and  the  unimportance  Avhich  such  a discretionary  jioint  Avould  naturally  assume 
in  his  eyes,  as  compared  Avith  the  dischai'ge  of  other  specific  and  impcratiA’c 
duties,  and  further  considering  the  knoAvn  and  admitted  character  of 
Mr.  Grainger,  avc  see  no  reason  to  impute  any  blame  to  him  in  respect  of 
this  omission,  more  especially  Avhen  avc  consider  Avhat  actually  befcl  Super- 
intending Inspector  Dr.  (Javin,  Avhen  at  a later  period  he  judged  it  proper 
to  do  Avhat  Mr.  Grainger  previously  had  not  thought  necessary. 

9b.  That  it  has  further  been  complained  that  the  officers  of  the  General 
Board  of  Health,  or  the  Board  of  (jiiardians,  or  both,  Averc  blameable  in 
respect  to  the  delay  Avhich  occurred  in  the  organization  of  the  system  re([uisitc 
for  the  repression  of  the  outbreak  ; in  respect  of  the  employment,  in  carrying 
out  that  system,  of  medical  students,  not  natives  or  inhabitants  of  the  place"; 
in  respect  of  an  alleged  non-]mblicity  of  the  arrangements  made  for  such 
carrying  out  thereof;  in  respect  of  the  tardy  proA'ision  of  tents  or  houses  of 
refuge  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Avorst  affected  districts,  and  of  the  non- 
provision  of  ho.spitals  for  tho.se  already  attacked  by  the  disease  ; in  rcsncct  of 
the  non-issuing  until  too  late  of  a prescription  or  formula  for  the  treatment 
of  the  disease  in^  its  various  stages,  eVc.  Ac.  : that,  in  respect  of  one  of  these 
])oints  at  least,  viz.,  the  delay  and  tardiness,  Ac.,  it  seems  clear,  that  neither  the 
General  Board  nor  their  Superintending  Inspectors  Avere  legally  authorized  to 
require  or  compel  the  Hoard  of  Guardians  to  adopt  any  steps  Avhatevcr  for  the 
repression  of  the  ejiidemic  until  after  the  issuing  of  tlie  requisite  Order  in 
(touneij  ; — the  fact  of  tlie  issuing  Avhereof  Avas  only  communicated  to  the  General 
Board  in  London  on  the  same  day  (the  iGth  September)  on  Avhich  tlic  epidemic  r.  7‘ 
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reached  its  climax  in  Newcastle  ; — and  that  the  blame  (if  any)  of  any  delay  in 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Superintending  Inspector  attaches,  up 
to  that  or  the  following  day,  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  only  ; that  in  respect 
of  a second  point,  viz.,  tlie  non  provision  of  cholera  hospitals,  Ave  are  of  opinion 
that  the  complaints  are  by  no  means  well-founded,  the  benefits  of  such 
establishments  being,  in  the  judgment  of  those  Avho  were  responsible  for 
such  non-provision,  not  only  not  clearly  demonstrated,  but  rather  perhaps 
gainsayed  by  experience  hitherto  ; that  in  respect  of  two  or  three  others,  viz., 
the  non-issuing  of  a fixed  formula,  the  employment  of  medical  students,  not 
connected  Avith  the  locality,  as  house-to-house  visitors,  and  the  alleged  non- 
publicity of  the  arrangements,  Ave  are  very  much  in  doubt  Avhether  there  be 
any  ground  of  complaint  Avhatsoever : and  that  after  giving  our  best  con- 

sideration to  all,  and  Avhile  reporting  that  some  of  the  circumstances  alluded 
to  did  operate  in  a manner  adverse  to  the  most  effectual  repression  of  the 
disease,  Ave  see  no  cause  for  censuring  the  officers  of  the  General  Board  of 
Health  or  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or  either,  in  respect  of  any  of  them. 

97.  That  the  reports  and  statements  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of 
the  General  Board  of  Health,  hereto  annexed,  Avill,  we  think,  suffice  to  show 
that  they  performed  their  duties  diligently  and  conscientiously ; that  many 
of  the  most  eminent  medical  Avitnesses  before  us  unequivocally  testified  their 
approval  of  their  efforts  and  services ; that,  so  far  at  least  as  regards  Dr.  Gavin, 
(whose  stay  in  Newcastle  was  protracted  for  weeks,  Avhereas  Mr.  Grainger’s 
health  permitted  him  to  remain  but  ten  days  in  the  place, ) the  testimonials 
hereto  annexed^  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  from  forty-seven  medical 
practitioners  in  NeiA^castle,  Avill  no  doubt  be  regarded  as  conclusfoe ; whilst, 
as  regards  Mr.  Grainger,  in  addition  to  Avhat  may  be  inferred  from  the  latter 
of  the  above  testimonials,  it  appears,  not  only  that  his  exertions  there  were  such 
as  severely  to  affect  his  health,  but  also  that  during  the  time  of  those  exertions 
he  Avas  more  than  once  publicly  complimented  by  one  member  of  the  medical 
profession,  Avho  has  since  been  among  the  most  active  complainants  in  the  matter ; 
and  that,  although  in  looking  back  on  such  a crisis  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that 
the  Board  of  Guardians  might  have  acted  somewhat  differently  Avith  advantage, 
we  see  no  reason  for  withholding  a similar  testimonial  to  their  intentions 
and  endeavours. 

98.  That  in  our  judgment  the  true  explanation  of  the  untoward  circum* 
stances  Avhich  have  given  rise  to  all  the  complaints  under  consideration,  must  be 
sought  for  partly  in  the  (owing  to  the  extraordinarily  bad  sanitary  condition  of  the 
town)  exceeding  suddenness  and  vehemence  of  the  outbreak,  and  partly  in  the 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  arising  out  of  the  disunion  among  the  medical 
practitioners;  that  on  the  1st  September  the  first  death  from  cholera  occurred 
there  ; that  on  the  3d  September  a first,  and  on  the  9th  September  a second, 
intimation  of  the  approaching  outbreak  reached  the  General  Board  of  Health  ; 
that  at  six  a.m.  on  the  10th  September  Superintending  Inspector  of  Health, 
Mr.  Grainger,  arrived  in  Newcastle,  and  about  noon  the  same  day  informed  the 
General  Board  by  telegraph  that  cholera  Avas  epidemic  there  ; that  on  the  l6th 
September,  the  General  Board  of  Health  in  London  obtained  a copy  of  the  order 
in  Council  of  the  previous  day,  putting  in  force  the  extraordinary  poAvers  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  and  Contagious  Diseases  Removal  Act;  but  that  on  that 
very  day,  the  l6th,  the  outbreak  had  already  reached  its  climax  in  NeAvcastle, 
and  Avithin  four  days  aftcrAvards  Avas  largely  on  the  decline  ; that  in  the  meantime 
Mr.  Grainger,  finding  himself  Avithout  authority,  and  having  been  made  aAvare  of 
the  disunion  among  the  medical  practitioners,  and  of  the  embarrassments  not 
unlikely  to  be  throAvn  in  the  Avay  of  any  discretionary  proceedings  on  his 
part,  confined  himself  strictly  to  the  line  of  his  imperative  duties ; that,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  medical  practioners,  informed  of  the  presence  of  an  officer  of 
the  General  Board  of  Health,  but  uninformed  as  to  his  AV’ant  of  poAA’ei’,  looked 
to  him  to  take  the  initiative  in  some  energetic  repression  of  the  disease, 
by  the  exercise  of  an  authority  Avith  AA’hich  he  AA'as  not  iiiA^estcd ; and  that  in 
this  Avay,  AAnthout  any  blame  being  imputable  to  him  in  respect  thereof,  the 
presence  of  Superintending  Inspector  of  Health,  Mr.  Grainger,  may  have 
seiwcd  to  discourage  efforts  Avhich  might  otherAvise  have  been  made,  as  in  pre- 
vious outbreaks  they  had  been  made,  by  the  medical  practitioners  and  other 
influential  inhabitants  of  the  place,  for  resisting  the  advances  of  the  epidemic. 
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99.  9'hat  froiii  about  the  21st  of  September,  in  addition  to  various  kinds  of  Q- 
charitable  assistance  previousl)'  in  operation  (under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  and  otbeiAvise)  for  affording  relief  to  persons  affected  by  the 
epidemic,  an  extensive  system  of  house-to-house  visitation  (especiallj^  for  the 
discovery  and  treatment  of  premonitory  diarrhoea)  began  to  be  vmrked  under 
the  direction  of  Superintending  Inspector  of  Health  Dr.  GaA'in ; and  that  it  is 
impossible  to  doubt  that  this  must  have  contributed  to  the  mitigation  of  the 
disease  ; but  that,  inasmuch  as  the  epidemic  had  already,  on  the  l6th  September,  p_ 
attained  its  maximuin,  and  had  in  the  five  following  days  so  far  declined,  as  to 
have  reduced  its  daily  quota  of  deaths  from  114  to  6/,  ^ye  cannot  speak  with 
confidence  as  to  the  degree  of  good,  which  may  have  resulted  from  measures 
adopted  during  the  natural  subsidence  of  the  disease. 

100.  ddiat  the  only  other  point  to  which  we  think  it  necessary  to  draw  atten- 
tion in  respect  of  Newcastle,  is  the  exceeding  waste  of  money  (to  say 
nothing  further  of  life,  health,  (!vc.)  vliicli  has  resulted,  under  this  recent 
outbreak,  from  the  neglect  of  sanitary  powers  and  precautions  there  ; that 

during  the  prevalence  of  it  an  expense  of  nearly  4000/.  appears  to  have  been  q 4624.6. 

incurred  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  immediate  services  ; that  between  6,000/. 

and  7,000/.  appear  to  have  been  expended  under  the  supervision  of  the  vicar  of 

New  castle ; that  an  excess  of  at  least  3,000/.  above  the  usual  expenditure  for 

sick  and  funeral  monies  appears  to  have  been  incurred  b\-  the  benefit  societies  q.  7144-59,7230- 

of  the  place ; that  .'300/.  was  expended  by  the  Town  Council;  that  an  annual  42,7314,5306-43. 

expense  of  about  2,600/.  has  been  incurred  by  tlie  Board  of  Guardians  for  the 

maintenance  of  widows,  orphans,  and  others  on  account  of  the  cholera  become  q,  6429-34. 

chargeable  to  the  poor  rates,  which  at  only  eight  years’  purchase  would  be  worth 

some  21,000/. ; making  altogether  an  expense  of  3.5,000/.  or  thereabouts,  over 

and  above  the  apparently  very  serious,  but  not  so  obviously  computable,  loss  to  Q.  1858-60. 

the  town  arising  from  stoppage  of  trade,  &c. ; that  the  judicious  expenditure  of 

a similar  sum  a few  months  before  the  outbreak  might  have  done  much  to  avert 

or  mitigate  that  calamity,  not  only  for  tlie  year  1853  but  for  many  years  to 

come  ; whereas,  under  actual  circumstances,  there  has  been  nothing  but  a dead 

loss  of  so  much  money,  without  the  sliglitest  defence  or  guarantee  having  been 

obtained  against  the  recurrence  of  a similar  calamity,  even  in  the  autumn  of  this 

very  year  1854,  supposing  the  cholera  should  again  make  its  appearance  in  the 

neighliourhood  during  the  summer 


Secondlv,  .as  regards  Gateshead: 

101.  4’hat  we  have  received  most  valuable  assistance  from  IMr.  Kell,  the 
Town  Clerk  and  Clerk  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health  there,  and  from  Mr.  Hall, 
the  'Town  Surveyor  and  Surveyor  to  the  Local  Board,  from  Mr.  Wilson, 

Lnion  medical  officer,  from  Mr.  Clcphan,  and  from  others  of  the  authorities  and 
inhabitants  of  Gateshead,  and  have  found  them  anxious  in  every  way  to  promote 
and  facilitate  the  in([uiry  entrusted  to  us  ; and  that  we  would  particularly  draw 

attention  to  the  cholera  map  jirepared  by  them,  a lithograph  whereof  is  appended  q.  80.38-9,  <)9G7-8. 
hereto,  and  an  inspection  whereof,  as  elucidated  by  the  evidence  annexed,  can  Vide  specially Q.8039- 
hardly  fail  to  throw  a striking  light  upon  the  subject  of  that  inquiry. 

102.  That  the  town  of  Gateshead,  separated  from  that  of  Newcastle  bv  the 

river  d’yne  only,  is  mainly  situated  on  a steep  slojie  ascending  from  that  river,  q.  8810-6,  9507. 

in  some  ])laces  with  great  abruptness,  and  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the 

borough  reaching  a height  of  500  feet;  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  town  lies  at  Q.  8847,  r. 

a very  considerable  elevation,  the  lov'est  thoroughfares,  those  immediately  along 

the  verge  of  the  river,  being  from  4 to  5 feet  above  sjiring  tide  high  ivatcr,  aiul  Q-  S848-.57.  r.  522. 

the  whole  afiTording  remarkable  facilities  for  sewerage,  ventilation,  Nc.  ; that,  Q 8858-G2. 

excc})t  in  respect  of  the  clayey  natun'  of  the  surface-soil,  v'e  know  of  nothing  q.  7809-1.5, 8so3-74, 

at  all  unfavourable  in  its  natural  position  or  circumstances,  and  see  no  reason 

whatever  why  Gateshead  also  should  not  be  a very  healthy  town  ; and  that  as, 

in  a sanitary  ])oint  of  view,  at  least,  the  two  towns  ^■irtually  constitute  but  one, 

and  as  much  oi'  the  evidence  taken  in  respect  of  the  one  vanild  appear  to  be,  in  Q- 

the  main,  cipially  a])])licable  to  the  other,  we  propose  to  shorten  our  Report 

relative  to  Gateshead  by  occasionally  referring  back  to  what  has  already  Ix'cn 

reported  in  respect  of  Newcastle. 
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103,  That  the  epidemics,  which  of  late  years  have  visited  the  town  of 
Gateshead,  have  generally  and  substantially  been  coincident,  in  point  of  time, 
nature,  severity,  &c.,  with  those  which  have  prevailed  in  Newcastle. 

104.  That  the  mortality  among  every  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Gateshead — excluding  that  small  part  of  the  chapelry  of  Heworth  which,  at  the 
time  of  the  Reform  Act,  1832,  was  added  to  the  parish  and  previous  municipal 
borough  to  make  up  the  present  Parliamentary  borough — has,  according  to  the 
returns  furnished  to  us  by  the  Registrar  General,  been  as  follows 


A' ears. 
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and  that  the  mortality  among  every  1000  inhabitants,  on  the  average  of  those 
15  years,  has  been  30‘1  per  annum. 

105.  That,  bearing  in  mind  the  great  sanitary  capabilities  of  Gateshead,  4ve 
cannot  doubt  that  this  actual  annual  death-rate  is  at  least  double  the  natural  or 
necessary  death-rate  of  the  place ; that,  on  the  assumptions  previously  made 
with  regard  to  Newcastle,  and  supposing  the  population  of  Gateshead  during 
that  period  to  have  averaged  20,000,  it  would  follow  that,  on  the  average  of 
those  15  years,  some  280,  300,  or  even  320  lives  have  annually  been  sacrificed  in 
Gateshead,  owing  to  the  artificial  aggravation  of  natural  diseases  ; and  that,  consi- 
dering the  number  of  not  fatal  cases  which  must  have  occurred  for  each  of  these 
fatal  cases  of  artificially  aggravated  disease,  even  the  above  figures  will  convey 
but  a faint  idea  of  the  afflictions  entailed  upon  the  inhabitants  by  the  absence 
of  proper  sanitary  arrangements : in  contemplating  which,  however,  it  is  but 
fair  to  remember  that  Gateshead  did  not  become  a Parliamentary  borough  till 
the  year  1832,  that  it  had  no  governing  municipal  body  till  1836,  that  the  Local 
Hoard  of  Health  there  were  not  constituted  nor  empowered  till  1851,  and  that 
they  have  had  no  funds  beyond  what  they  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  from 
special  rates. 

106.  That,  during  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  there,  433  persons  perished 
in  a few’  weeks  out  of  a population  of  26,000  or  thereabouts,  (24,805  at  the 
census  of  1851,  excluding  763  in  the  portion  of  Heworth  chapelry),  being  a 
mortality  of  about  one  in  sixty  daring  that  shoi’t  period  ; that  the  mortality  in  nine 
consiflerable  streets  or  groups  of  streets — which,  together,  comprise  the  greatest 
part  of  Gateshead — appears,  from  a tabular  statement  prepared  by  Mr.  Surveyor 
Plall,  to  have  been  still  higher,  and  to  have  varied  from  one  in  48‘5  to  as  high 
as  one  in  19*5 ; as  many  as  seven  persons  out  of  about  120  being  stated  to  have 
died  in  one  block  of  buildings,  three  out  of  thirty  to  have  died  in  one  house, 
and  even  as  many  as  three  deaths  to  have  taken  place  in  the  cellars  of  another 
single  house. 

107-  That  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Gateshead,  though  unquestionably 
more  extensive,  is  not  alleged  to  have  been  more  fatal  or  more  malignant  than 
the  previous  outbreaks  of  the  same  disease  there,  nor  to  have  differed  much 
from  them  or  from  other  epidemics,  cither  in  respect  of  the  classes  of  people  it 
attacked,  or  of  the  districts  in  which  it  first  broke  out,  or  in  which,  especially, 
it  localized  itself,  or  generally  in  respect  of  the  laws  which  it  appears  to  have 
followed  ; that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  admitted  to  have  prevailed  most  virulently 
just  where  any  person,  competently  acquainted  with  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town, 
would  have  predicted  ; that  the  epidemic  influence,  to  which  the  whole  population 
throughout  the  town  appears  to  have  been  exposed,  was  comparatively  innocuous 
in  the  better  parts ; that,  in  some  of  the  best  parts,  there  was  no  mortality  at  all ; and 
that  the  mortality  was  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  poorest  classes  and  to  the 
worst  districts ; that  of  the  433  persons  who  perished  only  29  were  ratepayers 
or  members  of  the  families  of  ratepayers,  and  that  of  these  families  some  were 
living  in  notoriously  unhealthy  localities ; and  that,  Avhilst  the  mortality  among 
the  population  at  large  was  about  one  in  60,  that  among  the  ratepayers  and 
their  families  was  only  one  in  300 ; that  no  instance  appears  to  have  occurred 
of  two  or  three  deaths  taking  place  in  any  block  of  houses  not  presenting 
obvious  sanitary  defects ; that  the  virulence  of  the  disease  Avas  certainly 
aggravated  by  the  bad  sanitary  condition  of  the  respective  localities  ; and  that. 
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in  several  instances,  the  mortality  in  various  localities  may  be  regarded  as  having 
been  pretty  fairly  apportioned  to  the  sanitary  defects  of  each. 

108.  'riiat  many  of  the  causes  which,  beyond  all  doubt,  have  aggravated  the 
virulence  of  previous  epidemics  there  generally,  and  of  the  late  outbreak  in 
particular,  arc  as  obvious  upon  inspection,  and  almost  as  notorious,  in  Gateshead 
as  in  Newcastle ; that  the  statements  previously  cited  from  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Medical  Charitable  Institutions,  &c.,  of  Newcastle,  as  to  the  aggravative 
causes  of  the  various  epidemics  there,  are  admitted  to  be  equally  true  in  respect 
of  the  aggravative  causes  of  the  corresponding  epidemics  in  Gateshead,  and  are 
1‘urther  borne  out  by  similar  statements  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Gateshead 
Dispensary;  and  that,  in  spite  of  the  improvements  recently  made  in  Gateshead, 
but  chieHy  affecting  the  better  and  less  unwholesome  districts,  the  same  causes, 
which  at  those  previous  periods  were  reported  as  exercising  unt‘a\ourable 
inHucnces  in  respect  of  the  then  prevalent  epidemics,  were  also,  to  a very  great 
extent,  in  operation  there  last  autumn,  and  exercised  similar  unfavourable 
infiuences  in  respect  of  the  late  outbreak. 

109.  That  the  same  radically  bad  system  of  house-construction  which  we 
have  already  described  as  prevailing  in  considerable  districts  of  Newcastle 
prevails  also,  and  probably  to  a larger  extent  comparatively,  in  Gateshead ; that 
a large  proportion  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes  in  Gateshead 
(who  there  apparently  constitute  four-fifths  of  the  entire  population)  are  built 
back  to  back  with  one  another,  or,  where  not  actually  back  to  back,  with  back 
yards  between  them  so  small  as  to  serv'C  only  to  receive  accumulations  of  filth, 
and  to  be  ([uite  inadeipiate  for  wholesome  ventilation  ; that  the  courts  and  entries, 
or  spaces  between  the  fronts  of  these  back-to-back  rows  of  houses,  are  habitually 
so  narrow  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  either  sun  or  wind  to  get  at  them, 
and  to  render  them  habitually  dark,  as  well  as  damp  and  unwholesome  ; that  one 
or  other  end  of  these  narrow  alleys  is  not  unfrcquently  closed  or  built  up,  so  as  to 
constitute  it  a complete  cul-de-.sdc ; whilst,  in  one  or  more  cases,  smaller  lateral 
cnl-(le-.sars  are  found  leading  out  of  a larger  one  ; the  other  ends  of  these 
miserable  places  being  also  sometimes  built  over,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  but  a 
single  covered  way  for  ingress  or  egress;  that  in  other  cases  the  houses  are  built 
into  the  abrupt  riverward  slope  or  bank,  on  which  the  lower  part  of  the  town  is 
situated,  so  as  to  have  one  or  more  of  the  walls,  for  one  or  more  stories  in  height,  in 
close  proximity  with  the  earth  of  the  acclivity  above — a circumstance  which, 
owing  to  the  clayey  nature  of  the  surface  soil,  and  to  the  very  great  deficiency  of 
drainage  throughout  the  borough,  inevitably  leads  to  a dampness  in  the  walls  of 
such  dwellings,  not  unfrcquently  palpable  to  the  eye — while  in  some  Instances 
both  these  classes  of  evils  arc  combined,  the  ends  of  back-to-back  rows  of 
houses  being  built  into,  and  the  ends  of  the  narrow  courts  and  entries  between 
them  being  made  to  abut  upon,  these  undrained  banks  ; and  that  in  this  way, 
throughout  considerable  districts  chiefly  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes, 
ventilation  is  rendered  almost  impossible ; that  in  addition  to  all  this,  some  of 
the  houses  are  old  and  dilapidated,  even  as  to  the  substance  of  their  walls  ; that 
the  habitual  deficiency  of  paving  and  scavenging  in  the  vicinity  of  such  places 
tends  greatly  to  increase  the  evils  of  such  a state  of  things ; while  the  vicious 
practices  previously  alluded  to  of  misplacing  privies  and  ashpits,  and  of  allowing 
accumulations  of  dirt  to  collect  in  corners,  ike.,  still  further  aggravate  them,  by 
saturating  the  walls  of  some  of  the  houses  with  very  impure  Avater,  or  eveiiAvith 
liquid  filth ; the  interiors  of  such  houses  habitually  corresponding  to  the 
exteriors,  and  being  dark,  unvcntilatcd  and  unwholesome — even  in  points  bej'ond 
the  control  of  the  individual  tenants — besides  being  in  very  many  cases  further 
prejudiced  by  the  Avant  of  proper  domestic  conveniences,  by  overcroAvding, 
filthy  habits  on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  and  other  matters  lierein-after 
adverted  to. 

1 10.  That,  by  general  consent  of  the  witnesses  before  us,  a large  part  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  in  Gateshead  are  not  fit  for  human  habitation  ; 
the  ToAvn  Clerk  there  computing  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  population  is  thus 
dangerously  mis-lodged ; that  a considerable  part  of  those  dAvellings  are  not 
only  not  fit,  but  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  for  such  a purpose  ; and  that 
the  impossibility  of  so  rendering  them  fit  for  habitation  is  assigned  as  the  reason 
why  no  attempts  have  been  made  even  to  improve  them. 

111.  'I'lmt  the  seriously,  if  not  irremediably,  bad  condition  of  the  (hvellings 
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of  the  poorer  classes  is  by  no  means  exclusively  confined  to  the  oldest  and 
lowest  parts  of  Gateshead  ; and  that  while  in  those  parts  it  may  have  arisen,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  from  gradual  and  therefore  scarcely  perceptible  changes, 
in  other  and  more  modern  parts  it  has  resulted  from  less  excusable  causes ; that, 
in  particular,  the  introduction  of  cellar  dwellings  into  Gateshead  is  a matter  of 
comparatively  recent  date ; that  they  are  now  found  there  in  considerable 
numbers  ; and  that,  during  the  late  outbreak,  in  those  streets,  &c.,  in  which 
cellar  dwellings  did  exist,  a serious  proportion  of  the  whole  mortality  appears  to 
have  occurred  in  them. 

111.  That  another  striking  instance  of  the  recklessness  recently  exhibited  in 
respect  of  house-building  in  Gateshead  may  be  found  in  the  following  facts, 
viz.,  that  in  some  cases  where  the  sandstone  (which  here  comes  very  near  the 
surface)  had  been  worked  out  of  a quarry,  or  the  quarry  had  for  any  reason 
fallen  into  disuse,  the  open  excavation  had  been  used  as  a receptacle  for  street 
sweepings,  town  refuse  and  all  the  rubbish  and  filth  that  any  one  might  please 
to  shoot  into  it,  until  filled  up  to  or  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  soil ; 
and  that  thereupon  houses  and  streets  have  been  built  on  the  top  of  the 
noisome  mass  thus  accumulated,  without  any  adequate  drainage  having  been 
provided  to  prevent  the  perpetual  soakage  of  rain  and  refuse  water  into  it  and 
the  perpetual  re-exhalation  of  noxious  vapours  from  it ; and  that,  during  the 
late  outbreak,  the  first  death  by  cholera  and  a mortality  of  1 5 out  of  488 
occurred  in  one  of  these  streets,  ten  out  of  those  fifteen  deaths  having  taken 
place  in  the  cellars,  which  had  literally  been  re-excavated  out  of  this  accumu- 
lation of  refuse. 

113.  That,  since  the  year  1851,  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  have  been  invested  with  a certain  amount 
of  control  over  the  formation  of  new  streets  and  over  the  construction  of  houses 
newly  built  or  re-erected  within  the  borough  ; that  this  control  appears  to  have 
been  diligently  exercised,  and  that  the  results  of  it  are  stated  to  have  been 
visible  in  the  improved  structural  arrangements  of  the  houses  and  streets  built 
since  that  time ; that,  under  the  same  Act,  they  have  also  been  invested  with 
considerable  control  over  the  occupation  not  only  of  cellar  dwellings  built  or 
re-built  after  the  passing  of  that  Act,  but  of  all  cellar  dwellings  whatsoever ; 
that  this  control  has  to  some  extent  been  exercised,  but  not,  w'e  fear,  to  the 
extent  to  whieh  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been : — a circumstance  the  niore  to 
be  regretted,  owing  to  the  very  considerable  amount  of  mortality  which  appears 
to  have  taken  place  in  such  dwellings  during  the  recent  outbreak. 

114.  That  the  poorer  classes  of  Gateshead  are  not  only  exceedingly  ill  lodged, 
but  also  much  overcrowded  in  their  lodgings ; that  it  is  an  habitual  thing  for  an 
entire  family  to  live,  sleep,  cook,  eat  and  wash,  &c.,  in  a single  room ; the  corners 
of  single  rooms  thus  occupied  being  occasionally  further  sub-let  to  other  families 
or  lodgers ; that  this  overcrowding  among  them  appears  to  be  generally  greatest 
about  harvest  time,  in  September  and  October,  which  was  the  period  when  the 
late  outbreak  chiefly  prevailed ; and  that  confident  opinions  have  been  expressed 
as  to  overcrowding  and  the  want  of  proper  ventilation  having  been  a very 
powerful  cause  predisposing  to  cholera. 

115.  That  there  are  stated  to  be  about  3,423  houses  in  the  whole  borough 
(3,380  in  the  year  1851),  and  probably  are  some  5,500  families  or  thereabouts 
(5,263  in  the  year  1851);  that  of  these  3,423  houses  1,838  appear  to  be 
occupied  as  self-contained  houses  by  as  many  families,  leaving  the  remaining 
1,585  houses  to  be  occupied  in  tenements  by  the  remaining  3,662  families, 
Avhich,  on  the  average,  would  give  considerably  more  than  two  families  to  each 
tenemented  house,-— the  houses  in  Gateshead  being  considerably  smaller  on  the 
average  and  containing  fewer  rooms  than  those  in  Newcastle  ; — that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  the  materials  for  computing,  as  in  respect  of  Newcastle, 
what  percentage  of  the  population  of  Gateshead  occupies  each  different  class  of 
tenements,  or  for  framing,  relative  to  Gateshead,  such  a table  as  has  already 
been  exhibited  in  respect  of  Newcastle ; but  that  facts,  nevertheless,  are  not 
altogether  wanting  to  illustrate  the  significance  of  overcrowding  already  adverted 
to ; that  in  one  district,  in  which  ninety-nine  families  each  occupied  a house 
to  themselves,  the  mortalit}’  was  6 out  of  501,  or  1 in  83*5;  that  in  another 
district,  in  which  fifty-nine  families  occupied  thirty  houses  (or  nearly  two 
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families  to  a house),  the  mortality  was  5 out  of  282,  or  1 iu  56'4 ; that  in  a (>. 

third  district,  in  M'hich  185  families  occupied  84  houses  (or  more  than  two 

families  to  a house),  the  mortality  Avas  21  out  of  907,  or  1 in  43‘1  ; that  9333-!». 

in  the  northern  block  of  New  Gateshead,  in  Avhich  ninety-one  families  occupied 

twenty-six  houses  (or  3‘5  families  to  a house),  there  was  a mortality  of  13  Q.  9268-71,8544- 

out  of  417,  or  1 in  32  ; while,  in  the  immediately  adjoining  southern  block,  in 

which  twenty  families  occupied  nineteen  houses  (seventy-six  rooms),  there  Avas  no  q.  9272  7,  r.  522. 

death  at  all  among  130  persons  ; to  which  may  be  added  that  in  Leonard’s 

Court,  in  which  the  crowding  appears  to  have  been  as  great,  if  not  greater  than 

anywhere  else,  viz.,  seventy-eight  families  to  fourteen  houses  (or  543  families  p.  522. 

to  a house),  the  mortality  appears  also  to  have  been  about  the  greatest,  viz., 

15  out  of  293,  or  1 in  19'5  ; and  although,  in  certain  of  these  instances,  the 
term  “ house”  may  correspond  to  very  different  capacities  for  habitation,  in  most 
instances  the  succession  of  figures  above  given  will  represent  the  relative 
degrees  of  overcrowding. 

116.  That  in  consequence  of  the  above  circumstances,  and  of  others  more 
particularly  adverted  to  in  respect  of  Newcastle,  but  also  prevailing  more  or  Anto,  § 4s. 
less  in  Gateshead,  the  condition  of  many  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes 
there  appears  to  have  been  habitually  filthy  and  unwholesome ; that  since  the  Q.  96I8-9. 

year  1851  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Health  ^ c.  6.3 

Act,  have  been  empowered  to  compel  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  such  § i>o. 
dwelling  to  whitewash,  cleanse  01  purify  the  same;  that  in  March  1852  the 
Local  Board  issued  and  got  approved  a byelaw  relative  to  this  matter,  but  that  Q- ^995,9116-7. 
no  medical  officer  has  ever  been  appointed  whose  special  duty  it  should  be  to  q.  9041-3, 9891-5. 
see  to  the  enforcement  of  this  and  of  divers  other  powers  and  byelaws,  or  to 
issue  the  requisite  certificates  ; and  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  question,  q.  7845, 7976, 8996 
eminently  beneficial  as  it  would  have  been,  has  been  almost  entirely  neglected.  9110-2,9932-4. 

117-  That,  on  the  other  hand,  from  the  same  year  1851,  both  under  the 
powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act  and  also  of  the  Common  Lodging  Houses  9 & vict.  c.  63, 

Act,  the  Local  Board  have  been  invested  with  large  control  over  all  such  ^ 

places ; that  in  March  1 852  the  I.,ocal  Board  issued  and  got  approved  various  Q-  9643-4. 
byelaws  relative  thereto;  that  these  byelaws  appear  to  have  lieen  regularly  and  q. 8726-7, 9002, 9119. 
stringently  enforced ; and  that  the  beneficial  results  of  this  surveillance  by  the 
Local  Board  is  stated  to  have  been  visible,  not  only  in  general,  but  also  in  the 
sensibly  less  mortality,  which  occurred  during  the  late  outbreak  in  the  registered  91 18-20. 9429-30,  ’ 
lodging-houses,  as  compared  with  other  houses  of  similar  situation  and  calibre.  ^’•”’97,  9646-52. 

118.  That,  with  reference  to  the  sewerage  of  Gateshead,  it  appears  that  at 
the  time  of  the  constitution  of  the  Local  Board  in  1851,  there  was  one  main 
sewer  of  about  sixty  chains  or  three  quarters  of  a mile  in  length,  and  in  good 
condition,  and  about  thirty-two  chains  or  three-eighths  of  a mile  in  length  of  q.  8915, 8919,  8925, 
drains  or  sewers  so  imperfect  as,  in  the  o])inion  of  the  'Pown  Surveyor,  hardly  9510-2, 9964. 

to  deserve  the  name,  besides  a certain  amount  of  partially  covered  surface 
gutters,  which  merely  took  the  water,  &e.,  away  from  one  point  of  the  surface  Q- 
to  re-deliver  it  to  the  suidaec  a little  lower  down,  and  not  unfre(|ucntly  into  the 
open  street  and  into  the  immediate  vicinity  of  other  houses  ; and  that  the  extent 
of  house-drainage,  or  the  number  of  houses  drained  into  those  sewers,  was  still  Q.  8192,  s9io,  89i6. 
less  than  might  have  been  expected,  even  with  this  limited  extent  of  sev'crage. 

119-  That  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  and  although  a good  many  water-  q.  r,s,„; 
closets  have  recently  been  introduced  owing  to  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Surveyor 
Hall,  there  were  still  but  64  out  of  the  3,423  houses  in  the  borough,  q.  8826-7. 8929, 
which  had  watcrcloscts  supplied  by  the  water  company ; and  taking  into  !>379-8o. 
consideration  the  few  supplied  by  rain  or  spring  water  cisterns,  there  were  not  Q- f>i34,  8931. 
probably  above  80  houses  out  of  that  whole  number,  or  less  than  one  fortieth  Q- 3932-3. 
part,  having  fmcal  drainage. 

4'hat  of  the  235  houses,  which  might  have  been  drained  into  the  one  good  Q.  8910-9,8924, 
main  scAver,  only  86  actually  were  so  ; and  that,  taking  into  consideration 
those  drained  into  the  disused  coal  workings  beneath  them  and  otherwise,  there  q,  8149, 8434, 9224- 
were  not  probably,  even  at  the  time  of  our  impiiry,  so  many  as  150  out  of  the  33,9723-4. 

3,423,  or  less  t han  one  twentieth  part  of  the  houses  in  the  borough,  which  had  Q.  8934-5. 
even  proper  surface  drainage. 

120.  4 hat  under  these  circumstances,  of  course,  the  great  bulk  of  the  toAvn,  Q.  8150-1,  8218-21, 
not  only  in  the  poorer,  but  also  in  the  wealthier  districts,  was  extremely, 

IT-  ■ 1 • ■ 1 • ■ 1 o281>-/,  8.1/4-5,  8393, 

It  not  entirely  destitute,  not  only  ot  Imcal  drainage,  but  of  drainage  of  any  kind  8402, 9167, 9551, 
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Q.  8061-3,  8068-9, 
8082,  8189,  8265  9, 
8343,  8386-3,  6394, 
8403,  8416. 

Q.  9850,  9855-6. 


11  & 12  Viet.  c.  63, 
§ 41-48,  and  68. 

Q.  8911-4,9966,  7868- 
70,7936-40. 

Q.  9125-8. 


Q.  8966-77,  9044-8, 
9583,  9708-1-3,  9767-8, 
9896. 


Q.  897S-90,  9819-23. 


11  & 12  Viet.  c.  63, 
§ 49.  53. 

Q.  8678-80,  8700-2, 
9060,  9067-8,  9723-4, 
9S00-2,  9858,  9900. 


Q.  9060-3. 


Ib.  § 49. 


Q.  8681-8,  8916  8, 
97  57-60. 


Ib.  § 69. 

Q.  8735,  9745-9, 
9763-6,  9815-9. 
Q.  8737,  9750-6. 


Q.  9129-38,  9764-5. 


Q.  8433. 


Q.  8-134,  8940-1, 
9564-5. 


Q.  7822,  8196,  8423-4, 
8937-8,  9158,  9552. 

Q.  7823,  79-t5,8273-.5, 
8307,9443-52,  9 480-1, 
9597. 

<i.  9608. 

<2.  7827-8,  8438-4  1. 

(.1  8149-61,  9160. 


Ante,  § 66. 

Q.  9161,  7837. 

Q.  7837-8,  7970. 
8173  4,  8274,  8308, 
9162-5. 

Q.  8154-8,  8249, 
8370  '3,  8376,  8944-5. 
Q.  7829-36. 

Q.  7841-3. 
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or  sort ; that  a certain  proportion  of  the  drainage  which  did  exist,  was,  as  above 
mentioned,  exceedingly  imperfect  and  inefficient,  and  often  (as  were  also  many 
of  the  surface  gutters  above  alluded  to)  filthy  and  offensive  in  the  highest  degree  ; 
that  none  of  the  gully  grates  in  the  town  appear  to  have  been  trapped,  except 
in  one  street  recently  drained  by  the  Local  Board ; and  that  the  results  of  such 
a state  of  things  are  too  obvious  to  require  comment. 

121.  That,  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  Local  Board 
have  had  ample  powers  in  respect  of  sewering  the  public  streets  and  highways  of 
the  borough  ; and  that,  in  respect  of  these,  some  small  additions  and  improve- 
ments had  been  made  previously  to  the  late  outbreak ; but  that  generally  the 
powers  had  not  been  exercised  with  any  energy,  nor  even  to  the  extent  which 
might  reasonably  have  been  expected ; that  proposals  for  the  preparation  of  a 
proper  map  of  the  borough,  with  a view  to  a comprehensive  system  of  sewerage, 
liad  several  times  been  urged  upon  the  Local  Board  by  the  Surveyor  and  by 
indi\'idiial  members  of  it;  but  had  invariably  been  rejected,  apparently  on  the 
score  of  expense ; that  the  survey  of  a portion  of  the  borough  had,  however, 
been  authorized  with  a view  to  the  sewering  of  one  natural  drainage  area  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  borough;  but  that,  even  since  the  epidemic  and  at  the 
very  time  of  our  inquiry,  the  same  injudicious  (and  in  its  results  extravagant 
and  wasteful)  parsimony  appears  to  have  interfered  to  obstruct  or  prevent  the 
execution  of  a proper  and  efficient  sewerage  system  there,  and  to  endeavour  to 
substitute  one  to  all  appearances  much  less  desirable. 

122.  That  the  enactments  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  providing  that  it  should 
not  be  lawful  to  erect  or  re  erect  any  house  without  drains,  &c.,  appear  to 
have  been  well  and  vigilantly  enforced ; but  that,  owing  to  the  great  deficiency 
of  public  sewers,  this  enforcement  has  not  been  attended  with  all  the  benefit 
thereby  contemplated ; so  few  of  the  houses  recently  erected  or  re-  erected  in 
the  borough  having  been  Avithin  the  prescribed  100  feet  of  the  sea  or  of  any 
public  sewer,  that  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Local  Board  to  sanction  their 
being  drained  into  cesspools,  disused  coal  workings,  and  in  other  more  or  less 
undesirable  ways : and  that  the  further  powers  of  that  Act,  enabling  the  Local 
Board  to  cause  any  and  every  house  to  be  drained  which  is  Avithin  100 
feet  of  the  sea  or  of  a public  sewer,  Avhether  built  before  or  after  the 
application  of  that  Act  to  the  district  in  Avhich  it  is  situated,  have  been  greatly 
neglected,  and  indeed  have  been  exercised  in  but  very  feAV  instances. 

123.  That,  by  the  same  authority  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  Local  Board 
have  been  empowered  to  compel  the  seAvering  of  private  streets,  &c. ; that  in 
three  or  four  instances  this  power  has  been  put  in  force,  and  in  one  at  least  Avith 
great  apparent  benefit  to  the  locality,  and  at  an  expense  so  moderate  as  to  cause 
not  quite  three  farthings  addition  to  the  Aveekly  rent  of  the  house  ; but  that  on 
the  Avhole  it  has  not  been  exercised  with  the  energy  demanded  by  the  circum- 
stances, nor  probably  in  half  the  cases  in  Avhich  its  exercise  has  been  urged  upon 
the  Local  Board  by  their  excellent  officer  and  siuweyor,  Mr.  Hall. 

124.  'That,  as  Avill  be  obvious  from  the  above,  the  almost  universal  arrange- 
ment in  Gateshead  (Avhere  any  such  arrangement  exists  at  all)  is  that  of  open 
privies  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  houses ; the  deficiency  of  scAverage  being 
such  that  even  the  Avealthier  inhabitants  are  often  unable  to  provide  their  houses 
Avith  better  accommodation. 

125.  That  the  extent  of  the  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation  for  the  poorer 
classes  and  in  the  tenemented  houses  of  Gateshead  is  nearly,  if  not  altogether, 
as  deficient  as  in  NeAvcastle ; not  more  than  one  sucli  coiiA^enience  existing 
frequently  for  every  tAventy,  thirty,  or  even  forty  families,  and  occasionally  none 
at  all;  perhaps  one  half  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  (or  nearly  tAvo-fifths  of  the 
entire  population)  being  thus  miserably  destitute  ; whilst  in  PipeAA^llgatc,  a 
district  containing  not  much  less  than  2000  people,  probably  nine  tenths  of  them 
are  thus  situated  ; that  this  shocking  deficiency  of  proper  conveniences  is  attended 
Avith  the  same  results  in  Gateshead,  as  heretofore  described  in  respect  of 
NcAATastle  ; the  same  disgusting  use  of  “ kits,”  the  same  retention  of  them  more 
or  less  full  of  all  kinds  of  filth  in  the  single-room  tenements  or  at  the  stairheads 
and  corners,  the  same  strewing  of  the  gully-grates  and  of  the  surfaces  of  the 
courts  and  entries  Avith  excrement  and  garbage,  the  same  occasional  conversion 
of  unoccupied  rooms,  cellars  or  closets  into  privies  and  ashpits,  the  same  use 
of  Avaste  and  vacant  pieces  of  ground  for  similar  purposes,  and  the  same 
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inevitable  and  intense  pollution  of  the  air  both  within  and  without  the  rooms 
and  houses ; to  Avhich  must  be  added  that,  in  one  point,  Gateshead  is  even  more 
deficient  than  Newcastle,  viz.,  in  not  having  a single  public  privv. 

126.  That,  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  Local  Board 
have  been  empoM'ered  to  compel  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  house  in  the 
borough,  whether  built  before  or  after  the  time  of  the  application  of  that  Act, 
to  provide  the  same  with  a proper  Avatcr-closet  or  privy  and  ashpit ; and  that 
water-closets  have  accordingly  been  introduced  in  a good  many  of  the  instances 
in  which  the  exercise  of  this  power  has  been  recommended  by  IMr.  Surveyor 
Hall;  but  that,  generally  speaking,  the  power  has  been  greatly  neglected;  that  little 
or  no  visible  improvement  in  this  respect  has  taken  place  since  the  constitution  of 
the  Local  Board  ; and  that  even  some  of  the  registered  lodging-houses  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  destitute  of  such  accommodation  ; to  M'hich  should  be  added, 
that  the  further  powers  of  the  Act,  enabling  the  Local  Board  to  provide  public 
middens  and  necessaries,  and  thereby  to  mitigate  the  evils  arising  1‘rom  this 
deficiency  of  private  ones,  had,  almost  up  to  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  been 
equally  and  entirely  neglected. 

127.  That  the  privies  and  ashpits  which  did  exist  in  Gateshead  appear  to 
have  been  habitually  in  a foul  and  most  objectionable  condition;  that  the  same 
indifference  to  filth,  and  negligence  in  respect  of  having  such  places  properly 
emptied  and  cleansed,  appears  to  have  prevailed  in  (jatcshcad,  as  in  Newcastle ; 
ami  that,  Avhere  this  indifference  and  negligence  did  not  exist,  considerable  and 
increasing  difficulties  appear  to  have  been  experienced  in  getting  sucb  operations 
performed  ; that  it  Avas  enacted  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  the  Local  Board 
should  sec  and  provide  that  all  drains,  Avatcr-closcts,  privies,  cesspools  and 
ashpits  should  be  constructed  and  kept  so  as  not  to  be  a nuisance  or  injurious 
to  health  ; that  this  enactment  has,  in  a few  instances,  been  complied  Avith,  but 
in  so  fcAv  out  of  the  many  calling  for  such  compliance  thcrcAvith  as  to  have 
produced  no  sensible  improvement  and  no  appreciable  diminution  of  tbc  sanitary 
evils  thence  arising  ; and  that  the  chief  reason  assigned  by  the  Local  Board  for 
its  not  ha\  ing  been  more  frequently  complied  Avith  is,  that  the  multitude  of  such 
ill-kept  places  has  been  so  great,  as  to  render  it  hopeless  to  attempt  the  remedying 
thereof,  until  some  comprehcnsiAC  schemes  of  sewerage,  scavenage.  See.,  shall 
ha\'e  been  devised  to  prevent  the  hitherto  inevitable  recurrence  of  such 
nuisances. 

128.  d'‘hat  the  flagging,  paving,  Nc.,  of  two  or  three  of  the  chief  thorough- 
fares of  Gateshead  apjicars  to  be  pretty  good,  but  in  other  public  streets  and 
thoroughfares  to  be  but  indifferent,  Avhilc  in  some  few  public  ones,  and  in  the 
majority  of  private  courts  and  entries,  it  is  either  entirely  deficient  or  else 
exceedingly  imperfect,  and  sometimes  so  bad  as  to  be  practically  almost 
unclcansablc ; that,  under  the  authority  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  imeal 
Board  haA’c  had  full  poAver  to  level,  pave,  flag,  channel,  alter  and  repair  all  public 
streets;  and  that  this  power  has  been  exercised  to  a certain,  although  but  an 
inadequate  extent,  so  as  to  lead  to  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  main 
thoroughfares,  but  not  to  any  improA-ement  at  all  in  the  miserable  courts  and 
entries,  tbe  condition  of  Avhich  most  urgently  calls  for  tbc  exercise  thereof;  and 
that  the  similar  poAvers  of  the  same  Act,  cnablingthc  Local  Board  to  compel  the 
levelling,  paving,  Sec.,  of  jn'iA’atc  streets,  has  similarly  been  exercised  only  to  the 
same  inadc(|uate  extent,  although,  in  one  instance  at  least,  as  before  mentioned, 
AA’ith  great  benefit  to  the  locality  and  at  a A’cry  moderate  expense. 

121).  That  the  scavenage  in  Gateshead,  Avhich,  up  to  about  the  time  of  our 
iiupiiry,  seems  to  Ikiac  been  conducted  on  the  same  faulty  system  as  has  already 
been  explained  AA'ith  reference  to  NcAvcastlc,  appears,  up  to  the  time  of  the  late 
outbreak,  to  have  been  much  neglected  in  many  places,  and  in  the  miserable 
courts  and  entries  to  have  been  neglected  altogetlicr;  that,  at  the  time  of  that 
outbreak,  large  accumulations  of  otlcnsive  matter  AA'cre  collected  in  A'arious  parts 
of  the  toAvn,  and  that  pi'obably  600  or  'JOO  loads  Avere  removed  during  the 
c])idcmic,  Avithout  exhausting  them,  scA’cral  such  still  remaining  unremoA'cd 
II])  to  and  at  the  time  oC  onr  visit  there;  and  that,  except  in  a icAV  cases,  the 
surface  cleansing  ])OAvers  conferred  iqion  them  by  the  Public  Health  Act  appear, 
es])ccially  up  to  the  time  of  tlie  late  outbreak,  to  Iuia'c  been  \ery  inade(]uately 
enlorced  and  exercised  by  the  J.ocal  Board,  thougli  childly,  no  doubt.  In  respect 
of  the  laulty  system  of  scavenage  ado])ted  or  ac(]uiesccd  in  by  them; 
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considerable  improvement  having  recently  been  visible  in  the  scavenage  of  a 
few  main  thoroughfares. 

130.  That  the  observations  previously  made  as  to  the  results  of  the  deficiency 
of  sewers,  drains,  paving,  scavenging  and  d.nnestic  accommodation,  &c.,  upon 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newcasth.',  are  equally  applicable,  mufatis 
mutandis,  to  the  case  of  Gateshead ; and  that  the  same  holds  with  reference  to 
the  observations  upon  the  habits  of  the  poorer  classes  also ; — the  proportion  of 
the  poorer  classes  to  the  entire  population  being  probably  somewdiat  greater  in 
Gateshead  than  in  Newcastle ; — it  being  incontestible  that  those  habits  are  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases  more  or  less,  and  sometimes  exceedingly,  reckless  and 
filthy  ; whilst  on  the  other  hand  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  circumstances  to 
which  they  are  subjected  are  in  the  highest  degree  calculated  to  give  origin  to 
such  habits  even  in  persons  not  previously  given  thereto : that  some,  at  least, 
among  these  people  appear  to  be  decidedly  cleanly  in  matters  properly  within 
their  own  control ; and  that  it  can  hardl}^  be  affirmed  even  of  the  dirtiest  among 
them,  that  they  have  ever  had  adequate  means  or  opportunities  of  keeping 
themselves  clean. 

131.  That,  under  tlie  authority  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  Local  Board 
have  had  power  to  provide  for  the  keeping  all  slaughter-houses  in  a cleanly  and 
proper  state ; that  byelaws  relative  thereto  were  early  issued  by  them,  and  have 
since  been  stringently  and  vigilantly  enforced  as  far  as  possible  ; that  the  beneficial 
effects  of  that  supervision  is  stated  to  have  been  visible,  at  all  events  in  several 
cases  ; but  that,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  effectually  enforcing  proper 
regulations  in  such  establishments  in  the  absence  of  adequate  sewerage,  many 
of  them  have  continued  to  be  more  or  less  nuisances,  and  even  appear  to  have 
led  to  an  increase  of  mortality  during  the  late  outbreak  ; that  other  offensive 
trades,  especially  triperies,  fellmongeries,  bone  and  guano  dealeries,  &c.,  have 
also  prevailed  to  a considerable  extent ; that  the  Local  Board  have  enforced  the 
enactment  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  provides  that  none  such  shall  be 
newly  established  without  the  consent  of  the  Local  Board ; but  that,  in  one 
instance  at  least,  they  appear  to  have  given  consent  to  the  new  establishment  of 
one  such,  to  the  obvious  detriment  of  the  healtli  of  the  vicinity,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  advice  of  their  vSurveyor ; that  the  Local  Board  in  Gateshead  has 
had  no  specific  power  to  abate  the  smoke  nuisance,  and  that  the  same  has 
accordingly  increased ; and  that,  what  Avith  coal  smoke  and  the  fumes  evolved 
from  chemical  works,  &c.,  the  atinosphere  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  is 
stated  to  be  so  acrid  and  to  lead  to  so  rapid  a corrosion  of  the  telegraph  Avires, 
that  the  latter  were,  at  the  time  of  our  inquiry,  in  process  of  being  taken  down 
from  their  exposed  position  along  the  elevated  lines  of  raihvay,  and  being 
inclosed  in  metal  pipes  as  a protection  against  it ; that  the  nuisance  arising 
from  SAvineries  has  been  greatly  abated  by  the  Local  Board,  under  the  poAvers 
of  the  Public  Health  Act ; but  that  a gigantic  nuisance  in  the  shape  of  a 
coAvbyre  has,  in  spite  of  the  representations  of  the  Surveyor,  been  suffered  to 
continue  in  a densely  populated  neighbourhood,  to  the  apparent  aggravation  of 
the  mortality  during  the  late  outbreak  ; that  the  chief  burial  ground,  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  appears  up  to  and  at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak  to  have 
been  in  a very  overfull  and  uuAAdiolesome  condition,  and  to  hav’^e  been  shut  up 
accordingly  as  such  ; and  that  other  general  causes,  original  or  aggravative,  of 
the  late  outbreak,  such  as  uiiAAdiolesome  food,  bad  fruit,  excess  in  drink,  cScc., 
Avill  also  have  been  in  operation  in  Gateshead,  as  Avell  as  in  NeAvcastle,  hut  that, 
in  the  presence  of  so  much  more  important  and  more  easily  removable  causes, 
Ave  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  dwell  at  any  length  thereon. 

132.  That  Avhilst  reporting,  as  Ave  do  Avithout  any  hesitation,  that  the 
sanitary  powers  of  the  Local  Board  in  Gateshead  had,  up  to  and  until  tlie  time 
of  the  late  outbreak,  been  in  many  respects  but  inadequately  and  unsatisfactorily 
exercised;  that  the  due  exercise  of  those  poAA^ers  could  not  haA^e  failed  decidedly 
to  mitigate  the  virulence  of  tliat  outbreak,  and  consequently  that  the  inadequate 
exercise  of  them  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  having  tended  seiiously  to  aggravate 
it ; Ave,  nevertheless,  have  considerable  hesitation  in  expressing  an  opinion  as  to 
the  degree  of  blame  attaching  to  the  Local  Board  in  respect  thereof: — that  the 
Local  Board  had  been  constituted  but  very  little  more  than  tAvo  years,  Avhen 
the  late  epidemic  burst  upon  them ; that  the  operations  of  all  neAvly  constituted 
representative  bodies,  having  no  means  of  action  except  by  additional  and 
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unpopular  rates  specially  leviable  for  tlic  purpose,  are  liable  to  be  somewhat 
slow  at  first;  that  the  Local  Board  of  Gateshead  not  only  commenced  its 
preliminary  operations  briskly  in  respect  of  the  appointment  of  some  of  its 
otticers,  but  also  within  six  or  seven  months  after  its  final  constitution  had 
issued  and  got  approved  several  very  useful  byelaws,  on  a \ariety  of 
subjects,  and  again,  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late  epidemic,  exhibited 
considerable  energy  in  their  endeavours  to  repress  it,  although,  of  course, 
to  comparatively  little  purpose  ; that  some  of  its  officers,  especially  its  Clerk 
(or  rather,  as  we  fear  we  ought  now  to  say,  its  late  Clerk)  and  its  Surveyor, 
and  some  few  of  its  members,  have  always  been  eager  and  earnest  advocates  of 
the  full  exercise  of  its  sanitary  powers,  and  have  zealously  afforded  us,  as  to 
Mr.  Superintending  Inspector  Rawlinson  before  us,  all  the  information  and 
assistance  in  their  power ; and  tliat,  in  the  actual  exercise  of  those  powers,  the 
Local  Board  docs  not  appear  ever  to  have  lagged  behind,  but  on  the  contrary 
to  have  been  generally  in  advance  of  public  opinion  in  the  borough,  and  of  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  ratepayers  at  large ; that,  althougli  some  few  of  the 
more  active  members  of  the  Local  Board  appear  themselves  to  have  been 
owners  of  some  of  the  very  ill-conditioned  house  property  in  the  borough,  and 
in  so  far  to  have  been  personally  and  pecuniarily  interested  in  obstructing 
the  exercise  of  the  salutary  powers  in  question,  still  the  main  obstruction 
thereto  appears  to  have  consisted  in  the  impatience  of  sanitary  rates  on  the 
part  of  the  ratepayers  at  large,  who  have  hitherto  been  more  alive  to  the  direct 
pressure  of  those  rates  than  to  the  indirect  effects  of  unremedied  sanitarj'  evils 
upon  life  and  health,  and  ultimately  upon  the  poor  rates  ; that  other  and  for 
the  time,  no  doubt,  considerable  difficulties  appear  also  to  have  been  experienced 
in  borrowing  monies  to  defray  the  first  expense  of  compulsory  improvements  on 
private  properties,  as  also  in  recovering  the  monies  thus  expended  in  advance, 
and  generally  in  having  frequently  to  threaten  or  resort  to  expensive  legal 
proceedings  in  order  to  insure  a compliance  with  the  law;  to  which  should  be 
added  that,  although  nothing  has  been  done  in  respect  of  model  lodging- 
houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poorer  classes,  baths  and  washhouses 
hav-e  from  their  first  constitution  been  in  contemplation  and  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion and  erection,  and  will  probably  be  ojien  to  the  public  before  the  expiration 
of  the  third  year  from  the  time  of  that  constitution. 

1.3:1.  That  the  observations  already  made  in  respect  of  the  water  supplied  to 
Newcastle  before  and  during  the  late  outbreak,  are  also  in  the  main  applicable 
in  respect  of  that  supplied  to  Gateshead,  both  towns  being  siqijdicd  by  the 
same  Water  Company  and  from  the  same  original  sources  ; that  the  possioility  of 
local  differences  in  the  (piality  of  the  water,  owing  to  local  circumstances,  was 
more  strongly  suggested  by  the  evidence  given  in  Gateshead,  but  that  in 
other  respects  this  was  nearly  identical  with  that  given  in  Newcastle;  that 
there  was  the  same  gcneial  consent  as  to  the  water  having  been  bad,  muddy, 
and  very  undesirable  for  drinking  jnirposes  ; that  the  same  distinct  declarations 
were  made  by  some  witnesses  as  to  its  having  had  a disagreeable  taste  and 
offensive  smell  (although  in  Gateshead  this  was  stated  to  have  happened  in 
other  years  besides  18.5.3),  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  similar  statements  were 
made  by  others  as  to  their  never  having  noticed  anything  of  the  kind;  but 
that  no  one  in  Gateshead  appeared  to  have  heard  of  any  such  offensive  changes 
in  the  water  of  ordinarily  good  wells  and  sjirings,  as  were  alleged  to  have 
occurred  in  some  cases  in  Newcastle ; that  while  one  witness  was  of  opinion 
that  the  water  was  such  as  would  predispose  the  public  generally  to  diarrhoea, 
and  so  render  them  more  susceptible  of  cholera,  others  expressed  themselves  to 
the  effect  that  the  use  of  it  had  not  had  any  material,  or  at  all  events  directly 
traceable,  effect  on  the  virulence  of  the  epidemic  ; that  the  nature  of  the  water 
supply  in  Gateshead,  viz.,  in  respect  of  its  being  but  veiy  rarely  introduced  Q' §524. 
into  the  interior  of  the  houses,  is  defective,  as  in  Newcastle,  and  in  respect  of 
its  being  less  often  introduced  into  any  ]>art  of  the  premises,  appears  to  l)c  still  q.  88,30-2 
more  so ; and  that  the  extent  of  it,  although  greatly  increased  under  the 
auspices  of  the  existing  Company,  is  still  inadequate  to  the  wants  or  necessities, 
especially  of  the  ])oorer  classes  ; that  in  a few  instances  the  Local  Board  have 
exercised  their  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  compelling  houseowners  Q- 9804-.5.  ib.  § 70 
or  occupiers,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  provide  their  houses  with  water ; 
but  that  the  powers  in  question  have  not  been  fully  adequate  to  the  purpose 
in  view,  owing  to  the  doubt  whether  the  word  “ house  ” there  can  be  construed 
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to  apply  to  a tenement  or  part  of  a house,  such  tenements  being  the  only 
dwellings  in  Gateshead  now  destitute  of  water  supply. 

134.  That,  with  reference  to  the  cost  of  the  late  epidemic  in  Gateshead,  it 
appears  that  an  expense  of  about  1,278/.  Avas  incurred  by  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians for  immediate  services  ; that  a public  subscription  of  about  600/.  was 
similarly  expended ; that  an  annual  expense  of  about  450/.  was  incurred  for  the 
maintenance  of  persons  thereby  rendered  chargeable  to  the  poor  rates,  Avhich,  at 
only  six  years’  purchase  Avould  amount  to  2,700/. ; so  that,  without  considering 
the  loss  arising  from  stoppage  of  trade,  &c.,  and  which  must  have  been  very 
considerable,  the  cost  of  the  recent  outbreak  Avill  have  amounted  to  some4,600/., 
or  more  than  the  whole  public  expenditure  of  the  Local  Board  during  the  tv,o 
years  of  its  existence : and  all,  as  before  observed,  in  respect  of  Newcastle, 
without  the  slightest  benefit  to  the  town,  and  without  the  slightest  defence  or 
guarantee  having  been  thereby  obtained  against  the  recurrence  of  a similar 
calamity  and  expense. 


Thirdly,  as  regards  Tynemouth  : 

135.  dliat  the  borough  of  Tynemouth,  as  its  name  imports,  is  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tyne,  on  the  north  bank,  some  eight  or  nine  miles  below 
Newcastle,  and  in  a physical  and  sanitary  view  presents  many  points  of  resemblance 
both  to  Newcastle  and  to  Gateshead ; that  the  same  radically  bad  forms  of 
house  construction,  back  to  back  or  into  banks,”  and  the  same  dangerous,  if 
not  irremediable,  unwholesomencss  of  habitations  prevails  there  also  to  a consi- 
derable extent ; the  sewerage,  drainage,  paving,  and  privy  and  ashpit  accom- 
modation being  probably  as  deficient  there,  and  the  Avater  supply  being  Avorse, 
than  in  either  of  those  other  places : and  the  whole  sanitary  condition  of  the 
borough,  as  regards  permanent  Avorks,  being  admitted  to  be  but  little  better 
than  in  1849,  Avhen  it  Avas  very  bad,  andAvhen  the  place  Avas  most  se\"ercly  visited 
by  cholera. 

1 36.  That  the  borough  of  Tynemouth  appears  not  to  have  been  incorporated 
till  NoA'ember  1849  ; that  the  Public  Health  Act  was  applied  to  it,  and  the 
Town  Council  constituted  the  Local  Board  of  Health  there  in  1851  ; that  since 
then  a complete  survey  of  the  borough  has  been  made  with  a vieAv  to  compre- 
hensive sanitary  Avorks  ; that  in  September  1852,  Avhen  the  cholera  was  supposed 
to  be  approaching  our  eastern  coast,  and  again  in  September  1853,  after  it  had 
broken  out  in  Newcastle  and  in  Gateshead,  a thorough  cleansing  of  the  borough 
AATis  instituted,  and  other  temporaiy  measures  adopted  and  carried  out  with 
great  energy  and  effect ; that  in  point  of  fact,  the  borough  suffered  a loss 
of  but  12  lives  out  of  30,000  or  upwards  (29>170  at  the  census  of  1851); 
and  that  under  these  circumstances  Ave  have  not  thought  it  requisite  to  go  into 
any  more  lengthy  inquiry  or  report  Avith  reference  to  this  borough. 

All  Avhich  is  humbly  submitted  for  Your  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration^ 

Joseph  Burnley  Hume. 

John  Simon. 

15th  July  1854.  John  Frederic  Bateman. 


MINUTES  OF  E\  IDENCl 


f 


LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


NEWCASTLE-  UP0N-T7NE. 


Page 

Allison,  Henry  P.,  Esq.  - - - 300 

Annandale,  Thomas,  Esq.  - - 262 

Barlow,  Mr.  John  - - - - 376 

Bryson,  Mr.  Thomas  - - 313,  454 

Charlton,  Edward,  Esq.,  M.D.  - 130 

Clark,  George  Nohle,  Esq.  - - 244 

Clayton,  John,  Esq.  - - 401,  461 

Currie,  Mr.  Ralph  - ~ - 318 

Davidson,  Mr.  Andrew  D.  Greaves  - 327 

Dobson,  John,  Esq.  - - - 311 

Dodds,  Mr.  Foster  - - - 376 

Dunn,  Matthias,  Esq.  - - - 324 

Embleton,  Dennis,  Esq.,  M.D.  - - 107 

Fife,  Sir  John,  Alderman  - - 112 

Forster,  Mr.  George  - - 171,  3S3 

Forsyth,  Mr.  Thomas  - . _ 449 

Frost,  Samuel  Merryne,  Esq.  - - 252 

Furness,  Thomas  A.,  Esq.  - - 230 

Gallon,  Mr.  John  - - - 452 

Gavin,  Hector,  Esq.,  M.D.  - - 143 

Gibb,  Charles  John,  Esq.  - - 166 

Gibson,  Mr  Nicholas  - - - 331 

Grainger,  Richard  Dvgard,  Esq.  - 50 

Grainger,  Richard,  Esq.  - - - 302 

Gray,  Thomas,  Esq.  ~ . 433 

Grecnhow,  Thomas  Michael,  Esq.  - 255 

Gregson,  Thomas  J^eslie,  Esq.  - - 235 

Grey,  Mr.  George  - - 317 

Harvey,  Henry,  Esq.  - - 205 

Heudlam,  Thomas  Emerson,  Esq.,  M.D.  1 

Heath,  George  Yeoman,  Esq.  - - 296 

Hebron,  Mr.  Thomas  - - - _ 377 

Humble,  Thomas,  Esq.,  M.D.  - - 100 

Hunter,  Mr.  George  - - - 382 

Huntley,  Air.  John  - - - _ 323 

Hutchinson,  Air.  George  - - 368 


Page 

Ivey,  William  Frederick  Torcato,  Esq.  241 


Jenkins,  Mr.  Thomas 
Johnson,  Mr.  John  - 

313 

45 

Lee,  William,  Esq.,  C.E.  - 

- 

12 

Lockey,  Mr.  George 

- 

423 

Losh,  Mr.  William  Septimus 

- 

381 

Main,  Mr.  David  Darling 

334, 

365 

McNay,  Thomas  Fothergill,  Esq. 

- 

216 

Miller,  Mr.  Edward 

- 

375 

Nesham,  William,  Esq. 

- 

249 

Neicton,  William,  Esq. 

- 

79 

Nicholson,  Mr.  Robert 

- - 

334 

Pearse,  John  Samuel,  Esq. 

- 

168 

Philipson,  Ralph  Park,  Esq. 

- - 

414 

Potter,  Henry  Glasford,  Esq. 

- 

263 

Rawlinson,  Robert,  Esq.,  C.E.  - 

- 

28 

Rayne,  Septimus  William,  Esq. 

- 

223 

Richardson,  Air.  G.  Bouchier  - 

- 

331 

Richardson,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Phil. 

Dr. 

368 

Richardson,  Air.  William 

- 

334 

Robinson,  George,  Esq.,  M.D. 

271, 

428 

Sang,  John,  Esq. 

- 

211 

Shipley,  Mr.  IVilliam 

- 

442 

Sibbet,  Air.  Henry  - - _ 

- 

429 

Stephens,  Air.  John 

- 

394 

Thompson,  Samuel,  Esq.  - 

- 

261 

Turner,  Air.  Henry 

- - 

417 

Walker,  Air.  John 

460 

Wallace,  Air.  Robert 

- 

396 

Warden,  Mr.  Robert 

- 

432 

White,  David  Blair,  Esq.,  AID. 

- 

86 

Wilson,  Air.  William 

- 

334 

Winship,  William,  Esq. 

- 

171 

Winter,  Air.  Thomas  Kendal 

- 

329 

Woods,  William,  Esq. 

- 

377 

iv  List  ok  Witnesses. 

GATESHEAD. 


Brady,  Henry,  Esq. 

- 

475 

Main,  David  D.  - - - 

- 517 

Clephan,  James,  Esq. 

- 

589 

B.ohson,  John.  Esq. 

- 536 

Foreman,  Bohcrf 

_ - 

544 

Schorey,  William  Henry  - 

- 555 

Garbntt,  Cornelius,  Esq. 

- 

511 

Scott,  T.  H.  - - . - 

- 546 

Haggle,  Peter,  Esq.  - 
Hall,  William,  Esq. 

- 519, 

529 

560 

Usher,  .John 

- 544 

Jollie,  William,  Esq.,  M.J). 

4S5 

Wilkinson,  John  Etridge,  Esq.  - 

- 517 

Kell,  William.  Esq. 

475.  547. 

560 

Wilson,  Robert  H.,  Esq. 

- 489 

TYNEMOUTH. 

Ltitch,  Thomas  Carr,  Esq.  - 577 


An  Analysis  of  the  Evidence  is,  virtually,  given  in  the  marginal  notes  to  the  Report. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


TAKEN  BEFORE 

THE  CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS, 


np:wcastle-on-tyne. 


Commissioners. 

JOSEPH  BURNLEY  HUJ^EE,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

JOHN  SIMON,  Esq. 

JOHN  FREDERICK  BATEMAN,  Esq. 

Thomas  Emerson  Headi.am,  Esq.,  ^I.D.,  and  Aldernian  of  the  Boroiigli  of  Newcastle-  T.  L.  lleadlam, 

upou-T'vnc,  (sworn):  Esq.,  M.D. 

1.  {Cha/niifin.) — You  are  consulting  physician,  I believe,  to  tlie  infirmary  of  this  town?  jgth  Jan.  1854. 

— I am.  — • 

2.  And  you  are  physician  to  the  Newcastle  dispensary,  and  also  to  tlic  fcA'er  hospital 
here  ? — Yes. 

J3.  Vou  have  practised  in  this  town  for  a great  many  years,  I believe? — I have;  since 
the  year  1805. 

4.  You  remember  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  18JI  and  1832? — Perfectly. 

5.  M as  its  spread  universal  in  respect  of  all  ranks  and  classes  in  life  ? — Not  in  the  first 
Instance. 

().  Mas  it  confined  chiefly  to  the  lower  classes? — Cliiefly  to  the  lower  (dasses. 

7.  Did  it  spread  ecpially  through  all  [>arts  and  di.stricts  of  the  town? — It  was  confined 
very  mucli  to  tlie  lower  pai  ts  of  the  town. 

8.  Do  yon  mean  lower  in  res])cct  of  level  ? — 1 mean  lower  in  respect  of  level. 

1).  I notice  Irom  the  reports  (jf  tlic  fever  hospital  that,  wliereas  in  the  five  years  1833 — 

18.37  the  cases  admitted  into  the  fever  hospital  ranged  from  fiftv-onc  downwards,  and 
averaged  about  thirty-five  j)er  annnm,  in  tlie  yeai's  1838,  183!),  1840,  and  1S41  tliev 
amounted  to  102,  120,  128,  and  1 1 5 respectively.  Do  you  find  that  so  stated  there? — Yes. 

10.  Can  you  remember  wliat  diseases  or  epidemics  prevailed  to  swell  tlic  fever  cases  to 
that  extent — I do  not  recollect  exactly  those  years;  but  the  variety  of  epidemics  was 
considerable  in  dilferciit  years;  and  they  prevailed  particularly  in  connection  with  the 
insufficiency  of  food. 

11.  Do  yon  remember  that  in  the  year  1813-44  there  prevailed  an  epidemic  of  conta- 
gious fever  .''■ — I cannot  be  answerable  for  the  epidemics  in  particular  years.  I know  there 
was  a great  variety  of  them,  and  I can  only  remember  them  by  rclerilng  to  the  statistical 
reports  of  the  day. 

12.  Do  you  find  it  stated  in  the  fever  hospital  rc[iort  for  the  year  1844  that  contagious 
fever  had  that  year  been  prevalent  in  an  increased  degree,  and  that  124  cases  had  that 
year  been  admitted,  being  more  than  twice  the  number  admitted  during  the  preci'ding 
year.'' — I do;  but  1 can  state  only  generally  that  1 believe  in  the  correctness  of  those 
reports. 

13.  Do  you  in  tlic  report  of  the  Newcastle  dispensary  for  the  year  184(>  find  it  stated 
that  measles,  small  [lox,  and  scarlet  fever  had  been  prevalent  in  an  epidemic  form  during  a 
great  part  of  the  year  ending  jMichaclmas,  184(5? — 1 do. 

14.  You  believe  that  slatcment  to  be  correct  ? — 5’cs. 

15.  Is  it  there  stated  that  scarlet  fever  had  prevailed  in  one  of  its  worst  forms;  and  that 
cases  of  small  pox  had  that  year  been  more  numerous  and  severe  than  for  several  years 
previously  ? — ^It  is  so  stated,  and  I believe  it  to  be  correct. 

1(5.  Can  you  remember  that  that  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  prevailed  till  April,  1847? — 

I do  not  distinctly  remendrer  that. 

17.  Is  it  stated  in  the  dis])cnsary  rcjiort  for  the  year  1847  that  in  the  eighteen  months 
during  which  the  epidemic  of  scanh  t lever  prevailed  4(57  cases  had  been  admitted  into  the 
dispensary,  of  which  sixty-one  liad  died  ? — It  is  so  stated  in  the  report. 

18.  Do  you  in  the  same  report  find  it  stated  that  in  the  same  year  continued  and  typhus 
fever  had  been  more  than  usually  ])revalent,  and  do  you  in  the  fever  hospital  repoit  lor 
the  same  year  find  it  stated  that,  at  the  same  time  that  scarlet  fever  in  its  mo^t  malignant 
form  was  ravaging  the  infant  population,  the  Irish  fever  also  was  [irevalent  among  the  rest 
of  the  pojmlation  ? — 1 do. 
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2 MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

19.  I see  by  this  last  report  that  the  fever  cases  admitted  in  that  year  amounted  to  137, 
as  compared  with  fifty-five  and  fifty-three  in  the  two  previous  years.  Would  that  imply  a 
considerable  intensity  of  epidemic? — Certainly  it  would;  and  I can  state  from  my  own 
recollection  at  that  time,  that  that  epidemic  prevailed  chiefly  from  the  immigration  of  Irish 
trampers  who  had  been  suffering  from  famine- 

20.  Canyon  remember  that  that  Irish  fever  continued  all  through  1847  till  the  spring  of 
1 848  'I — I believe  it  did. 

21.  But  that  it  was  pecixliarly  intense  in  the  autumn  of  1847  ? — I do  not  exactly  know 
at  what  period  it  was  peculiarly  intense ; but  about  that  time  it  prevailed,  and  was  attributed 
to  that  cause. 

22.  Do  you  find  it  stated  in  the  dispensary  report  for  the  year  1848  that  the  epidemic 
of  continued  fever,  which  prevailed  so  extensively  at  the  date  of  the  previous  year’s  report, 
continued  with  unmitigated  severity  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months,  notwith- 
standing all  the  exertions  made  to  arrest  its  progress? — I find  that  stated  in  the  re23ort. 

23.  You  have  mentioned  that  the  Irish  fever  was  introduced  chiefly  by  the  immigration  of 
Irish  trampers — was  it  confined  in  its  ravages  to  the  Irish  jjopulation  only? — It  was  not 
confined  to  them  only,  but  chiefly. 

24.  Did  other  classes  of  the  j)oj)ulatiou  suffer  from  it?— There  were  other  classes  similarly 
circumstanced:  other  tramjjers  and  other  inhabitants  in  crowded  dwellings. 

25.  Is  it  stated  in  the  rejjort  of  the  fever  hosjiital  for  the  year  1848  that  the  number  of 
cases  admitted  in  that  year  reached  710,  as  comjaared  with  137  in  the  year  before,  and 
fifty-three  in  the  year  before  that  ? — It  is  so  stated. 

26.  And  you  believe  it  to  be  correct  ? — And  1 believe  it  to  be  correct. 

27.  Were  you  familiar  with  the  arrangements  that  were  then  made  to  accommodate  those 
patients? — 1 know  there  were  increased  arrangements  made  for  their  accommodation. 

28.  No  such  intensity  of  fever  had  ever  been  known  before? — Never. 

29.  And  there  were  no  hos^iital  arrangements  in  existence  at  all  adequate  to  meet  it  ? — 
There  were  not. 

30.  Would  you  say  that  the  Irish  fever  prevailed  in  the  same  localities  as  the  cholera  of 
1831  and  the  scaidet  fever  of  1846,  or  was  its  localization  different? — Generally  speaking, 
it  vvas  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town.  Tliere  are  particular  places  where  the  Irish  resort. 

31.  Could  you  specify  any  of  the  districts  in  which  both  epidemics  raged  alike  ? — I should 
say  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints. 

32.  Can  you  give  any  name  to  its  chief  seats  more  distinct  than  that? — I should  say 
Sandgate,  and  Pandon,  and  Stockbridge,  and  the  New  Road. 

33.  Is  it  stated  in  the  disjjensary  rejDort  for  1848  that  in  the  November  of  1847,  while 
the  Irish  fever  was  still  raging,  an  epidemic  of  influenza  of  more  than  ordinary  severity 
commenced  and  continued  with  more  or  less  virulence  during  the  whole  of  the  winter? — It 
is  so  stated  in  the  report. 

34.  Is  it  stated  that  typhoid  symptoms  sujjervened  in  many  cases  to  such  a degree  as  to 
change  what  is  in  general  a very  manageable  disease  into  one  of  great  difficulty  and  danger? 
— It  is  so. 

35.  Does  that  imply  a considerable  intensity  of  the  complaint? — Considerable  intensity 
of  fever. 

36.  Is  it  stated  in  the  dispensary  report  for  1851  that  a smart  ejudemic  of  scarlet  fever 
prevailed  in  the  autumn  and  winter  months  of  1850,  and  continued  until  April,  1851  ? — 
It  is  so  stated. 

37.  And  you  believe  it  to  be  correct  ? — And  I believe  it  to  be  correct. 

38.  I find  in  the  disj)ensary  re}3ort  for  1852  that  scarlet  fever,  which  had  prevailed  as  a 
smart  epidemic  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months  of  1850,  had  persisted  in  its 
ravages  during  the  whole  of  that  year,  and  still  j)revailed,  cases  of  a severe  and  fatal 
character  continually  occurring ; is  that  so  ? —It  is  so  stated  in  the  report. 

39.  I find  in  the  fever  hospital  report  for  1852  that  the  number  of  patients  in  that 
year  amounted  to  102,  of  which  number  twenty  died ; that  many  of  the  deaths  arose  from 
a bad  form  of  confluent  small  pox ; and  that  an  epidemic  of  this  fearful  disease  had  been 
prevalent  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  during  several  months  ? — I find  that  to  be  so 
stated. 

40.  Simultaneously  with  the  scarlet  fever  mentioned  in  the  previous  instance? — Yes. 

41.  Were  those  epidemics,  do  you  think,  confined  to  the  same  localities  ? — I am  not 
aware  tliat  they  were. 

42.  Is  it  stated  in  the  fever  hospital  report  for  the  year  1851,  that  out  of  the  119 
cases  admitted  in  that  year,  seventy-three  cases  were  sent  in  from  the  parish  of  All  Saints 
alone  ? — It  is  so  stated  in  the  report. 

43.  Do  you  remember  tbe  j^revalence  of  fever  in  the  year  1852-53? — I do. 

44.  Was  that  fever  severe  in  its  nature  ? — It  was  not  so  severe  as  some  I have  known. 

45.  I find  it  stated  in  the  fever  hospital  report  for  the  year  1853  that  the  diseases 
connected  with  fever  during  the  past  year  had  been  most  formidable,  not  from  their  number, 
but  their  fatality  and  extraordinary  malignity;  and  that  out  of  seventy-two  cases  admitted 
fifteen  were  fatal — is  that  statement  correct? — I believe  the  report  to  be  correct;  but 
only  a small  number  was  admitted,  and  the  fatality  arose  from  the  peculiar  symptoms. 

46.  The  high  rate  of  mortality  of  fifteen  out  of  seventy-two  was  owing  to  peculiar 
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circumstances? — I believe  It  was.  I do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge:  I know  that  T.  E.  Headlam, 
Report,  and  I believe  it  to  be  correct.  Esq.,  M.D. 

47.  I see  bv  the  dispensary  report  for  1853,  that  in  August  last  or  thereabouts,  

diarrhoea  infantum  prevailed  to  a great  extent,  and  was  of  a very  fatal  character,  and  shortly  1854. 

afterwards  you  had  the  visitation  of  cholera? — We  had. 

48.  ere  its  attacks  at  all  confined  to  any  particular  class  ? Was  diarrhoea,  1 mean, 
confined  to  any  particular  class? — No;  it  was  more  universal  than  any  epidemic  we  have 
hitherto  had. 

49.  Was  the  mortality  confined  to  the  lower  classes,  as  in  the  previous  outbreak? — No, 
it  was  not ; it  extended  over  the  whole  town. 

50.  Did  it  reach  the  highest  as  well  as  the  middling  classes  ? — The  highest  as  well  as 
the  middling. 

51.  Do  you  know,  from  your  experience  as  a medical  man,  whether  a great  many  of  the 
families  of  the  gentry  left  the  place? — A great  many. 

52.  And  that  would  account  for  the  mortality  among  the  gentry  not  having  been  greater 
than  it  was  ? — Of  course,  it  would  not  affect  those  who  were  absent. 

53.  In  respect  of  the  assertion  that  this  last  outbreak  has  been  unprecedentedly  severe, 
would  you  understand  it  in  respect  of  the  extent  of  the  attacks  of  the  disease,  or  in  the 
severity  of  the  attacks,  or  how? — In  the  extent  of  the  attacks — the  numerous  instances  of 
its  occurrence.  It  was  also  very  severe. 

54.  In  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  attacks  was  it  markedly  more  severe  than  previous 
outbreaks? — 1 should  not  think  so. 

55.  You  would  understand  the  alleged  excessive  severity  of  the  outbreak  then  as  having 
reference  to  its  extent? — To  its  extent.  I am  not  able  to  state  from  my  own  experience, 
or  from  the  calculations  that  1 have  received,  whether  it  was  more  fatal  than  formerly  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  attacks. 

56.  Was  the  mortality  under  this  last  outbreak  confined  chiefly,  or  in  any  degree,  to  the 
old  seats  of  Irish  fever  and  of  cholera  in  1 831  ?— Certainly  not;  it  extended  over  the 
whole  town,  and  to  places  usually  considered  healthy. 

57.  Was  the  intensity  of  the  mortality  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  in  all  the  different 
districts? — I shottld  tliink  it  was.  Of  course  it  was  more  severe  in  ttnheaUhy  places, 
where  a person  had  less  chance  of  escaping,  and  where  he  was  under  unfavourable 
circumstances. 

58.  Were  there  special  localities  in  which  the  disease  seemed  to  be  more  intense,  and  in 
which  the  mortality  was  greater  than  in  others?  — 1 think  that  that  ccrtaiidy  was  the  case. 

59.  Were  these  places  where  this  <treater  intensity  of  the  disease  prevailed  the  same  as 
had  been  visited  by  a greater  intensity  of  cholera  and  Irish  fever  in  previoits  years? — 

I think  not;  there  were  other  places  etpially  unfavourable  to  recovery,  as  the  low  parts  of 
the  town  or  the  parish  of  All  Saints.  Higher  parts  of  the  town  were  similarly  circum- 
stanced with  respect  to  iinheallhiness. 

00.  Besides  the  old  seats  of  disease,  there  were  other  and,  so  to  say,  new  seats  of  disease, 
in  which  it  prevailed  with  equal  intensity  as  in  the  old? — Yes. 

01.  You  do  not  say  that  the  old  seats  of  disease  were  spared,  but  that  new  seats  of 
disease  were  visited  with  equal  severity  ? — 'I'liat  is  my  ojtinion. 

02.  In  the  dispen.sary  report  for  the  years  1845,  1840,  and  1848,  1 find  that  there 
occurred  in  those  years  several  ca.ses,  including  one  unusually  severe  and  fatal  case,  of 
cholera,  viz.,  in  November,  1847? — I see  that  that  is  there  stated,  and  1 believe  it  to  be 
correct;  but  sporadic  and  fatal  cases  of  cholera  have  prevailed  in  this  town  and  neighbour- 
hood from  the  first  outbreak  of  cholcia  up  to  this  time. 

03.  Since  1831  cholera  has  aj>peared  from  time  to  time  s[)oradically  down  to  the  present 
day  ? — 1 think  so. 

04.  Has  typhus  or  scarlatina,  or  any  other  form  of  continued  fever,  habitually  been 
prevalent  to  a greater  or  less  degree  when  it  could  not  be  said  to  be  prevalent  in  an 
epidemic  form?  That  seems  to  be  liu[)lied  by  the  dis[)cnsary  report  for  the  year  1849, 
does  it  not  ? — 'I'yphus  fever  prevails  in  all  years  in  individual  cases,  I believe. 

05.  Do  you  then,  taking  a rrview  of  what  wc  have  gone  through,  consider  that  the 
borough  of  Newcastle  has,  in  the  language  of  certain  complainants,  been  visited  by  a 
complete  succession  of  epidemics  from  the  year  1831  to  this  time? — 1 consider  that  disease 
has  been  j>revalent  epidemically  at  dilferent  periods  botli  in  town  and  country.  1 consider 
tliat  these  epidemics  have  j)revailed  time  out  of  mind  in  all  towns  and  in  country  places 
also.  As  far  as  I have  observed,  in  country  villages  these  epidemics  have  been  quite  as 
prevalent  as  in  large  towns;  l)oth  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  lever. 

00.  Do  you  think  that  Newcastle,  since  1831,  has  sulfered  a greater  number  or  a greater 
intensity  ol'e[)idemics  than  other  places? — I do  not. 

07.  1 have  here  a j>aper  furnished  to  me  by  the  Registrar  General,  containing  a state- 
ment of  the  rates  of  mortality  during  the  successive  years  from  1839  to  18.53  from  all 
causes,  and  during  a certain  number  of  years  from  zymotic  disease  specially.  1 see  it  is 
there  stated  that  iu  1839  tin*  mortalitv  rate  was  30  7 per  thousand.  Do  you  not  consider 
that  a high  rate  of  mortality  ? — I shoidd  consider  it  was. 

08.  In  the  year  1840  it  was  27  8? — That  of  course  is  less. 

09.  Is  that  what  you  would  consider  a reasonable  rate,  or  an  inqiroperly  high  one  ? — 

I shoidd  think  it  was  rather  high  also. 
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70.  In  1841  it  was  29-2,  tliat  is  also  high? — Yes,  I cannot  pretend  to  speak  to  stat- 
istical returns  with  any  particularity. 

71.  Ill  1846  the  mortality  rate  reached  36-2  per  mille,  that  I presume  would  be  very 
hioh  ? — Yes. 

72.  In  1 847  it  reached  32-8,  tliat  is  also  high  ? — Yes ; anything  above  thirty  would  be  bigh. 

73.  In  1848,  it  vvas  27'3;  in  1849,  294  ; in  18.32,  29-7  ; and  in  tlie  year  1853,  43’3 — I 
presume  that  that  you  would  consider  a very  high  rate  ? — Yes. 

74.  You  have  no  statistical  knowledge  yourself  of  the  exact  number  of  deaths  that  took 
place  during  the  last  outbreak  ? — 1 have  not. 

75.  Now  with  reference  to  the  circumstances  which  may  have  attended,  and  may  be 
supposed  to  have  been  the  causes  of,  previous  epidemics,  is  it  within  your  recollection  that 
the  water  failed  in  the  year  1831  ? — It  was  supposed  that  it  failed  at  that  time;  it  was 
complained  of  About  that  time,  I do  not  exactly  remember  when,  but  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  complaints  of  that  kind,  that  the  water  company  was  established. 

76.  1 see  it  stated  in  the  eighteenth  page  of  a pampldet,  entitled  “The  History  of  the 
“ Water  Supply  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,”  that  in  the  summer  of  1831,  a large  under- 
ground reservoir  at  Cox  Lodge,  theretofore  deemed  inexhaustible,  and  which  w’as  then  the 
only  source  of  supply  to  Newcastle,  became  completely  dry;  and  that  in  this  emergency 
the  company  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  erecting  an  engine  for  pumping  water  from 
the  river,  and  that  no  fewer  than  120  water  carts  were  employed  daily  for  six  weeks  in 
carrying  the  unldtered  water  to  the  Company’s  tenants ; do  you  believe  that  to  be  a 
correct  statement  ? — I believe  it  is  ; 1 l emember  perfectly  that  for  the  purpose  of  my 
stable  and  coach-bouse  water  w'as  carted. 

77.  Do  you  remember  the  impression  then  entertained  by  the  medical  profession 
generally  as  to  the  causes  which  were  likely  to  aggravate  the  virulence  of  that  epidemic? — 
1 do  not  recollect  so  much  attention  being  paid  to  it  at  that  particular  time. 

78.  I was  going  to  allude  to  points  of  cleanliness,  both  in  person  and  in  dwelling  and 
in  thoroughfare.  Were  those  points  then  looked  upon  by  the  medical  profession  generally, 
as  of  importance  with  a view  to  the  preservation  of  health  from  attacks  of  cholera  ? — 
Unci[uestionably  they  were  considered  important ; but  not  of  the  same  importance  then 
as  they  have  been  latterly. 

79.  I see  in  the  dis])ensary  report  for  J847  that  the  ravages  of  the  then  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever,  although,  like  epidemics  in  general,  it  was  chiefly  felt  by  the  poorer  classes, 
were  far  Iroin  being  greatest  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  ; and  that  the  disease  was 
fearfully  fatal  in  conflned  courts  where  drainage  was  superficial,  filth  accumulated,  and  the 
houses  were  devoid  of  proper  means  of  ventilation;  do  you  think  that  a proper  and  correct 
view  of  the  matter  ? — I believe  that  is  correct.  At  the  same  time  I have  stated  before  that  I 
have  known  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  particularly,  as  virident  in  country  villages  as  1 
ever  saw  it  in  large  towns. 

80.  What  was  tlie  state  of  those  country  villages,  in  respect  of  what  we  may  call  sewerage 
and  drainage,  and  ventilation  and  over-crowding  ? — T am  not  aw'are  that  there  was  anything 
particularly  attached  to  them,  because  it  was  not  confined  to  any  one  country  village;  they 
would  be  deficient  in  drainage  generally  probably. 

81.  if  it  were  suggested  that  those  circumstances  of  bad  sewerage,  want  of  cleanliness, 
and  so  on  were  ahvays  present  in  the  main  haunts  of  typhus,  scarlet  fever,  &c.,  would 
you  consider  that  a correct  statement? — 1 would  say  that  it  increased  the  tendency  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease,  but  I slioidd  not  say  that  it  "was  universally  the  case. 

82.  Again,  in  reference  to  the  then  sinudtaneous  epidemic  of  Irish  fever  the  same 
report  states,  that  it  was  surprising  that  that  disease,  introduced  as  it  bad  been  by  Irish 
immigrants,  liad  not  spread  more  extensively  than  it  had  among  the  inhabitants,  when 
the  crowded  state  of  the  lodging  houses  and  tenements  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  was 
considered.  4'hat  the  extensive  railway  operations  then  in  progress  had  contributed  much 
to  this  overcrowding,  not  only  b}^  bringing  in  an  immense  number  of  workmen,  but  by 
causing  the  destruction  of  a considerable  portion  of  property  inhabited  by  great  numbers 
of  the  poorer  classes,  wlm  had  then  been  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  quarters  already  too 
numerously  occupied;  that  in  many  Instances  six  beds  had  been  found  in  one  room,  each 
bed  occupied  by  a family  ; the  rooms  being  almost  entirely  devoid  of  ventilation,  and,  with 
the  alleys  in  which  they  are  situated,  in  a most  filthy  condition,  and  so  on.  Do  you  find 
that  so? — I find  that  so  stated  there. 

83.  In  the  fever  hospital  report  for  1847  again,  I see  it  suggested  that  there  were 
here  in  Newcastle  rooms  so  badly  ventilated,  and  so  filthy,  as  to  warrant  the  fear  of  an 
epidemic  disease  being  generated  amongst  them  without  any  actual  importation  of  it.  Do 
you  think  that  filth  and  want  of  ventilation  are  capable  of  such  an  inflirence  ? — I do. 

84.  And  in  the  fever  hospital  report  for  the  year  1848,  I see  it  stated  that  nothing  can 
be  more  ingenionsly  adapted  for  the  engendering  of  disseminating  of  infection,  than  the 
trampers’  boarding  house,  or  the  tenemented  dwellings  of  the  lower  Irish;  that  hei’e  fever 
has  its  constant  home;  and  that  from  hence,  when  aggravated  by  privation,  epidemic 
influence,  or  other  depressing  cause,  it  spreads  abroad.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion 
expressed  there? — I do. 

85.  In  the  year  1847,  I believe,  a Newcastle  and  Gateshead  sanitary  association  was 
formed,  was  it  not  ? — I believe  it  was ; I do  not  exactly  recollect  the  time. 
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8(J.  Wei’c  yon  not  a vice  president  of  it  ? — 1 was  a member  of  it,  but  I do  not  exactly 
recollect  when  it  was  formed. 

87.  You  were  vice  president  of  a sanitary  association,  formed  about  that  time? — Yes, 

I was  a member  of  it ; 1 am  not  aware  whether  I held  that  office. 

88.  Can  you  remember  what  is  stated  in  the  dispensary  report  for  1847,  viz.,  that  on 
the  recommendations  of  that  association,  the  local  authorities  removed  immense  accumu- 
lations of  filth  from  several  crowded  localities,  and  otherwise  improved  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  place? — I did  not  attend  frequently,  and  1 am  not  aware  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  association. 

&}).  Are  you  not  able  to  speak  generally  as  to  the  operations  of  the  local  authorities  then 
in  the  improvement  of  the  town  ? — The  local  authorities  did  improve  the  town,  hut  I am 
not  aware  upon  what  suggestions. 

90.  — They  did,  however,  improve  the  town;  the  town  was  improved? — Yes;  my 
impression  was  that  great  efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  town,  during  what  we  called 
the  Irish  fever. 

91.  In  1818-49,  1 believe  you  had  another  attack  of  cholera  in  this  town? — We  had. 

9'2.  It  was  light  as  compared  both  with  the  previous  and  the  subsequent  attacks  ? — 

It  was. 

9:3.  Was  water  at  that  time  abundant  and  good? — It  was. 

94.  I see  it  stated  in  this  history  of  the  water  supply  that  many  parties  ascribe  the 
exemption,  or  comparative  exenq)tion,  of  the  town  from  the  visitation  of  cholera,  which, 
in  the  summer  of  that  year  attacked  with  fatal  malignity  most  of  the  large  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  to  tiie  attention  j>aid  by  the  corporation  to  the  cleansing  of  the  town,  and 
to  the  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water  which  the  inhabitants  were  then  enjoying? — Yes. 

95.  Do  you  agree  in  the  o[)inion  there  expressed? — I do. 

9(>.  And  would  you  s:iy  generally  that  tlie  lightness  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the 
year  1848-49  was  maiidy  due  to  the  comparatively  good  stale  of  the  town  in  a salutary 
point  of  view  ? — 1 should  say  that  it  was  very  much  influenced  by  that. 

97.  In  the  year  1850  1 believe  you  were  physician  in  attendance  at  the  fever 

hospital? — 1 was. 

98.  Did  you  in  your  report  for  that  year  state  that  fever  had  not  prevailed 
extensivelv  during  the  last  year,  and  that  that  might  be  attributed  in  a considerable 
degree  to  the  sanitary  measures  of  removing  the  accumulations  of  decomposing  animal 
and  vegetable  matters  from  the  most  crowded  parts  of  the  town,  which  were  adopted  in 
consct|nencc  of  the  previous  {ircvalence  of  fever,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  ajiproach 
of  epidemic  cholera  — 1 so  stated  it,  and  1 believed  it  to  be  correct. 

9t).  And  yon  retain  the  same  opinion  still  ? — I do. 

lot).  In  the  year  1850,  do  you  remember  that  water  failed  again  ? — 1 know  that  it  did. 

101.  And  that  the  water  company  were  obliged  to  pump  from  the  Tyne  ? — I do  know 
that  that  was  the  case. 

102.  We  have  seen  by  the  reports  of  the  dispensary,  and  of  the  fever  hospital,  for 
the  years  1850  and  1851,  that  scarlet  fever  was  smartly  epidemic  in  the  autumn  of 
that  same  year,  1850,  and  that  the  continued  and  typhus  fever  cases  were  nearly 
doubled,  and  were  of  a more  urgent  character  than  in  the  previous  year,  presenting 
many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  great  epidemic  or  Irish  fever  of  1847-8.  Do  you 
think  that  the  failure  of  water  in  the  summer  of  1850,  and  the  prevalence  of  typhus  and 
scarlatina  in  the  autumn  and  spiing  following,  was  merely  a coincidence;  or  that  there 
was  a relation  of  cause  and  ellect  between  them  ? — 1 cannot  state  distinctly. 

103.  Can  yon  favour  us  with  your  impression  as  to  whether  the  general  use  of  Tyne 
water  in  the  summer  of  1850  would  have  any  effect  on  the  jircvalence  of  typhus  and 
.scarlet  fever  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and  subsequently  ? — -I  should  think  it  would  be 
prejudicial  generally  to  health. 

104.  And  whatever  is  prejudicial  generally  to  health  encourages  I presume  the  spread 
of  fevers  and  epidemics? — It.  would  increase  the  prevalence  and  the  fatality  of  epidemics. 

105.  'The  dispensary  report  for  the  year  1852  states,  that  the  fatal  issue  of  some  of 
that  year’s  fever  eases  seemed  to  be  caused  or  hastened  by  the  dark,  dirty,  damp 
dwellings  in  which  the  patients  were  confined,  many  of  them  not  being  fit  for  the 
habitation  of  human  licings.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  that  is  a correct  statement  ? — It  is 
there  stated,  and  I believe  it  to  be  correct. 

10(>.  y\gain,  in  the  disjiensary  report  for  185.3,  it  is  stated  that  a very  large  number 
of  cases  of  illness  occurred  among  persons  residing  in  the  most  crowded  and 
filthy  rooms,  possessing  no  meams  whatever  of  ventilation,  so  that  the  air  was  of  the  most 
vitiated  and  stifling  description;  that  the  maladies  affecting  patients  of  this  kind  are 
u.sually  of  the  most  fatal  character,  for  the  crowded  state  of  patients’  rooms,  especially 
during  the  night,  has  a very  deleterious  Influence,  and  contributes  materially  to  the 
development  of  the  worst  features  of  disease.  Do  you  entertain  the  same  opinion  as  is 
there  expressed  ? — I certainly  do.  Nothing  is  so  unwholesome  as  the  crowded  rooms  of 
poor  people,  and  the  foul  air  that  is  there  generated. 

107.  Are  you  aware  that  almost  every  report  of  the  dispensary  and  of  the  fever 
hos])ital  urges  the  removal  as  speedily  as  jiosslble  from  such  ill-conditioned  places  of 
all  jier.sons  attacked  with  any  form  of  fever  or  disease,  as  the  only  proper  means  of 
procuring  a favourable  termination  ? — Certainly. 
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108.  When  tlie  cholera  of  this  last  year  was  approaching,  did  the  medical  profession 
generally  entertain  the  same  opinion  as  to  the  precautionary  measures  most  likely  to 
mitigate  and  palliate  its  ravages? — I ain  not  aware  of  the  opinion  of  particular  members 
of  the  profession;  I consider  that  those  opinions  were  well  established  amongst  all  medical 
men. 

109.  d'hat  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  generally  depended  very  much  on  the  co-opera- 
tion of  certain  local  causes,  such  as  filth  and  v/ant  of  ventilation,  and  so  on  ? — -Yes  ; that 
anything  which  impairs  the  health,  of  the  people  must  increase  both  the  prevalence  and 
the  intensity  of  an  epidemic.  Nothing  does  so  much  as  the  impure  air  which  they  breathe. 

110.  You  have  no  belief  that  cholera  or  zymotic  disease  generally  is  a visitation  wholly 
beyond  luiman  reach  or  control,  or  incapable  of  mitigation  by  care  and  attention  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

111.  And  without  entering  into  any  recondite  questions  of  ultimate  causes,  specific 
poisons,  and  so  on,  do  you  doubt  that  the  prevalence  of  this  late  epidemic  lias  been 
materially  aggravated  by  the  presence  in  this  town  of  serious  sanitary  evils? — I do  not 
know  to  what  extent  you  wish  me  to  give  an  opinion  upon  that  point. 

111a.  What  is  your  impression? — 1 have  stated  before  that  this  epidemic  prevailed  gener- 
ally over  the  town  both  in  healthy  and  unhealthy  localities;  but  I have  no  doubt  that  the 
unhealthiness  of  a locality  adds  very  much  to  its  prevalence  and  its  intensity. 

112.  When  you  state  that  the  recent  outbreak  of  cholera  prevailed  extensively  in  what 
you  would  call  healtliy  districts,  are  you  well  satisfied  that  those  districts  were  in  a healthy 
state  as  regards  sewerage  and  drainage,  ventilation  and  water  supply,  and  other  points  of 
what  we  should  call  sanitary  good  condition  ?— I am  well  aware  that  there  may  be  great 
imperfections  in  all  those  iocalides,  and  that  a house  apparently  healthy  may  be  subject  to 
causes  of  disease  which  are  not  palpable  and  evident.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it  that  those 
causes  do  increase,  as  I said  befor’e,  the  prevalence  and  the  intensity  of  the  disease. 

113.  You  stated  that  you  thought  the  recent  outbreak  of  cholera  had  prevailed  in  healthy 
localities.  Do  you  think  that  those  were  localities  which  were  well  sewered  and  well 
drained? — I cannot  answer  for  each  particular  house;  but  1 am  talking  generally  of  the 
more  airy  parts  of  the  town. 

114.  I want  to  understand  what  you  mean  by  the  word  “healthy,”  as  applied  to  those 
districts.  Would  you  call  a district  healthy  without  knowing  what  its  condition  as  to  sewerage 
and  drainage  might  be? — Certainly  not  absolutely,  but  comparatively.  If  you  have  a 
wide  street  and  good  houses  you  would  call  it  generally  a healthy  locality.  It  is  in  contra- 
distinction to  those  localities  which  you  have  before  described  as  the  seats  of  fever,  the  seats 
of  the  Irish  fever  particularly. 

115.  Then,  when  you  say  that  the  recent  outbreak  prevailed  in  healthy  districts,  I un- 
derstand you  to  mean  to  say  that  it  prevailed  in  districts  which,  from  their  position  and 
general  appearance,  ought  to  be  healthy? — Yes,  certainly. 

116.  You  do  not  state  of  your  own  knowledge  that  they  were  healthy  in  a sanitary 
point  of  view? — I have  known  cases  where  the  disease  occurred  in  this  epidemic,  where, 
according  to  everything  which  1 have  observed,  the  house  was  a healthy  house. 

117.  What  might  the  condition  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood  be? — I should  say 
generally  good.  I am  referring  to  streets  in  the  higher  part  of  the  town, — such  streets  as 
Blackett  Street  and  Northumberland  Street. 

1 18.  Are  those  streets  adequately  sewered  and  drained  ? — Yes  ; I do  not  answer  for  the 
connection  of  the  houses  with  the  main  sewers. 

119.  Can  you  answer  for  the  healthiness  of  a district  in  a sanitary  point  of  view  without 
knowing  what  its  condition  is  in  respect  of  house-drainage  or  house-connection  w'ith  main 
sewers  ? — You  will  remember  that  I am  not  stating  an  opinion  myself  with  respect  to  the 
healthiness  of  these  houses  or  streets;  1 am  stating  it  comparatively;  I am  stating  it  in  oppo- 
sition to  those  localities  which  are  denounced  as  unhealthy. 

120.  Mr.  Simon. — Inhabited  by  a higher  class? — Inhabited  by  a higher  class  of  people. 

121.  Chairman. — Tlien,  may  I understand  the  upshot  of  your  evidence  on  this  point  to 
be  this, — that  the  oulbi’eak  of  1853  prevailed  not  only  in  the  old  seats  of  disease,  but  in 
others  which,  heretofore,  had  not  been  regarded  as  unhealthy  ? — Yes  ; which  w'erenot  subject 
to  the  disease  in  foi’mer  times.  Of  course  I do  not  answer  for  the  perfect  sanitary  condi- 
tion either  of  any  street  or  of  any  house. 

122.  But  you  speak  from  a general  impression  as  to  what  the  state  of  those  houses  and 
districts  ought  to  be? — Yes;  and  as  compared  with  what  they  were  in  former  epidemics. 

123.  Has  it  been  suggested  by  any  members  of  the  medical  profession  that  this  outbreak 
has  been  due  to  any  importation  from  abroad  ? — I am  aware  that  there  are  different  theo- 
ries upon  the  subject;  but  those  I do  not  enter  into. 

124.  Have  you  heard  any  facts  alleged  bearing  upon  that  point;  as  for  instance, 
whether  any  ships  had  shortly  before  the  outbreak  come  into  the  Tyne  river  from  infected 
localities? — These  are  chiefly  speculations  of  people  who  have  discussed  the  subject  of  con- 
tagion. I have  not  heard  any  facts  that  dwelt  much  upon  my  own  mind. 

125.  In  the  fever  hospital  report  for  1847,  it  was  stated  that  the  condition  of  some  of  the 
houses,  in  respect  of  filth  and  ventilation,  was  such  as  to  warrant  the  fear  of  an  epidemic 
being  generated  in  them  without  any  actual  importation  from  abi’oad.  What  I want  to 
ascertain  from  you  is,  your  impression  as  to  whether  the  event  thus  fore-feared  has  come 
to  pass? — Do  you  mean  the  epidemic  of  cholera? 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


7 


T.  E.  Headlam, 
Esq.,  M.D. 

19th  Jan.  1854. 


would  you  consider  that  a proper  suggestion  i — Of  course  it  is  prejudiced  by  want  of 
drainage. 

137.  I see  by  the  reports  of  the  dispensary  for  the  years  1844  and  184(5,  and  in  many 
of  tlie  otliers,  that  rheumatism  and  catarrh  arc  said  to  have  been  prevalent  “as  usual.’’ 
Do  you  think  that  that  usual  prevalence  of  those  diseases  is  ascribablc  to  the  deficiency  of 
drainage  in  Newcastle? — I can  see  a very  great  diil'erence  in  the  course  of  my  j)ractice  in 
the  prevalence  of  those  diseases;  they  are  not  nearly  so  prevalent  as  they  were  formerly. 
Confirmed  ague  was  a common  disease  in  this  district  when  1 first  began  to  practice  here; 
it  is  not  now. 

138.  Is  agtie  generally  caught,  if  T may  use  the  expression,  in  country  districts,  or  in 
town  districts? — Chiefly  where  there  is  a cold  clay  soil,  or  where  there  is  great  damp. 

139.  Referring  to  the  infirmary  report  for  1851,  which  states  that  cases  of  ague 
occurring  from  the  miasms  expelh'd  by  the  badly  drained  lands  of  the  neighbourhood  were 
formerly  very  commonly  met  with,  but  are  at  present  very  rare,  and  that  this  fact  proves 
the  great  advances  which  agricultural  improvements  have  made  in  the  surrounding  counties 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  the  influence  which  such  improvements  have  u[)on  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  population, — arc  you  of  opinion  that  these  once  common  ague 
cases  were  owing  to  the  state  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Ne\vcastle,  or  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  town  itself? — ’^I'he  vicinity  of  Newcastle. 

140.  And  would  you  consider  that  catarrh,  rheumatism,  and  the  other  matters  might 
be  owing  to  the  state  of  the  dwellings  in  the  town  itself.'' — It  might;  but  it  mav  also  be 
very  much  owing  to  the  climate  of  the  district,  the  narrowness  of  the  island  here,  and  the 
approach  to  the  sea  coast. 

141.  n as  the  disappearance  of  the  ague  cases  from  the  medical  institutions  of  the  town 
any  direct  or  necessary  bearing  on  the  imj)rovement  of  the  town;  or  would  you  judge  it 
to  be  owing  mainly  to  the  imj)rovement  of  the  surrounding  country  ? — Roth. 

14'2.  Have  the  cases  of  rheumatism  and  catarrh,  and  others,  which  I have  imagined  to 
proceed  from  the  state*  of  the  dwellings  in  Newcastle,  decreased  as  rapidly  as  tlie  cases  of 
ague,  which  are  alleged  to  depend  on  tlie  condition  of  the  country  round  ? — '1  he  dimi- 
nution of  the  cases  of  ague  is  very  distinct  in  my  recollection;  but  1 think  that  the  otliers 
have  diminished  also. 

143.  Did  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  cases  of  rheumatism  and  catarrh,  &c.,  had 
decreased  in  as  great  or  as  rapid  a degree  as  the  ague  cases?  — '^I’he  effect  is  not  so  distinct, 
and  therefore  I cannot  speak  of  it  so  decidedly;  but  I imagine  they  have  decreased  in  a 
similar  proportion. 

144.  Considering  the  state  in  wliich  the  surface  of  a large  portion  of  the  soil  of  New- 
castle generally  is,  or  in  which  we  have  seen  it,  at  all  events;  lliat  is  to  say,  coveied  with 
all  kinfls  of  filth,  would  you  not  consider  that  the  want  of  drainage  in  such  a locality  was 
specially  likely  to  damage  the  health,  owing  to  the  evaporating  moisture  carrying  along  with 
it  into  the  air  the  exhalations  of  this  fircal  and  other  filth? — I consider  that  damp  would 
increase  the  injurious  effects  of  a concentration  of  dccom[)osed  animal  or  vegetable  matter 

145.  And  that  the  want  of  drainage  is  a more  serious  matter  in  jiroportion  as  the  surface 
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126.  As  to  whether  this  epidemic  of  cholera  in  1853  is  an  instance  of  a generation  of 
disease  within  a locality  without  any  actual  importation? — I should  think  by  no  means.  I 
should  think  that  the  spread  of  cholera  has  been  distinctly  traced,  as  on  a former  occasion, 
in  its  course,  without  the  unhealthiness  of  any  locality  being  the  cause  of  it. 

127.  IMien  1 speak  of  importation,  I mean  such  an  importation  as  quarantine  regu- 
lations or  sanitai'y  cordons  could  resist.  I do  not  .speak  of  an  importation  by  atmospheric 
influence? — I should  consider  that  it  was  an  Importation  as  far  as  the  state  of  the  air  went. 

128.  Not  an  Importation  by  ship  or  by  infected  person  ? — No  ; I should  think  not,  nor 
by  contact. 

129.  Such  as  any  quarantine  regulations  could  resist? — I do  not  think  it  was.  1 do  not, 
however,  believe  that  that  disease  w'ould  be  generated  by  the  unhealthiness  of  a locality, — 
of  course  an  unhealthy  locality  would  predispose  to  the  influence  of  any  epidemic,  whether 
influenza  or  fever,  or  anything  else. 

130.  Have  you  paid  any  attention  to  the  geology  of  the  district,  so  as  to  be  able  to  say 
what  kind  of  soil  Newcastle  is  built  upon  ? — 1 believe  there  are  varieties  of  soil  in  every 
part  of  it — the  clay  and  the  sand  are  mixed  throughout. 

131.  Supposing  it  should  hereafter  appear  in  evidence  that  the  surface  soil  of  the  greater 
part  of  Newcastle  is  clay,  or  loam  approaching  thereto,  I presume  you  would  consider  that 
a character  of  soil  specially  requiring  drainage  to  make  it  healthy? — Certainly. 

132.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  drainage  in  Newcastle  generally  ? — 
There  has  been  a great  increase  of  the  sewerage  in  Newcastle.  I believe  that  improvement 
is  necessary. 

133.  1 presume  you  would  consider  dampness  of  sub-soil  prejudicial  if  not  provided 
against  by  drainage? — Particularly  prejudicial  to  health. 

134.  'I'he  moisture  would  be*  absorbed  into  the  walls,  would  it  not? — It  is  in  all  cases 
prejudicial  to  health — nothing  more  so. 

135.  What  would  be  the  ordinary  results  of  dampness  of  dwelling  in  respect  of  diseases? 
— I consider  that  it  weakens  every  constitution  living  in  a damp  atmosphere  of  that  kind. 

13(5.  If  it  were  suggested  that  rheumatism  and  catarrh,  and  certain  other  diseases,  were 
owing  to  the  dampness  of  the  dwellings  of  a large  portion  of  the  Newcastle  population. 
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T.  E.  Headlam,  of  the  soil  is  covered  with  filtli  ? — 1 should  say  that  it  is  the  want  of  sewerage ; perhaps 
Esq.,  M.D.  you  call  that  the  want  of  drainage. 

_ 146.  With  reference  to  the  state  of  the  water  during  the  past  year,  I suppose,  as  a 

19th  Jan.  1854.  jnedical  man,  you  found  it  necessary  to  take  notice  of  the  state  of  the  water  which  your 
' patients  might  have  given  them  to  drink? — Great  complaints  were  made  of  it,  certainlv. 

147.  Can  you  remember  the  quality  supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company 
previously  to  the  5th  of  July,  wlien  they  began  to  pump  from  the  4 yne  ? — I do  not 
recollect  it  exactly  at  that  date. 

148.  Was  the  character  of  the  water  complained  of  before  it  was  generally  understood 
that  they  were  pumping  fi’om  the  Tyne  ? — During  the  summer  and  autumn  it  certainly  was 
much  complained  of,  both  from  its  quantity  and  quality. 

149.  But  you  cannot  speak  as  to  any  differences  in  the  water,  or  in  the  complaints,  before 
and  after  the  period  to  which  I have  alluded  ? — Not  precisely. 

150.  What  was  your  impression  as  regards  the  quality  of  the  water,  such  as  it  was,  and 
wherever  it  came  from? — At  what  time  ? 

151.  At  the  time  when  the  complaints  were  made. — I consider  that  it  was  certainly  unfit 
for  drinking. 

152.  Is  the  water  usually  good? — Very  good  when  it  is  in  abundance — when  it  is 
reduced  in  quantity  it  becomes  sometimes  less  so. 

153.  Mr.  Town  Clerk. — When  lowered  in  the  reservoir’,  you  mean? — Yes. 

154.  Chairman. — Have  you  ever  yourself  made,  or  been  present  at  the  making  of,  any 
analysis  of  the  water? — I have  not. 

1.55.  It  has  been  stated,  or  rather  will  be  stated  in  evidence,  that  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember the  company  ceased  to  pump  from  the  Tyne,  and  began  to  take  water  from  the 
river  Pont,  and  that  within  a very  few  days  after  that  time  the  virulence  of  the  cholera 
materially  diminished.  Do  you  think  that  that  was  merely  a coincidence,  or  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  cause  and  effect  ? — I think  that  probably  the  epidemic,  having  lasted  a certain 
time,  might  be  subsiding;  and  that  it  was  a coincidence. 

156.  Do  you  think  that  the  cholera  would  have  moderated  at  the  same  time  as  it  did, 
supposing  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Tyne  had  not  been  abandoned  ? — I should  not  like 
to  give  an  opinion  ; I cannot  give  an  opinion. 

157.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  wells  or  springs  in  this  town  ? — We 
have  tried  to  get  drinking  water  from  those  wells;  some  of  them  were  not  deep  enough, 
and  they  contained  organic  matter. 

158.  You  have  no  intimate  knowledge  of  the  subject? — No  intimate  knowledge. 

159.  With  reference  to  the  gas,  concerning  which  complaints  have  been  made  to  us,  have 
you  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  viz.,  as  to  whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  or  have  any  influence 
on  the  public  health  ? — It  would  not  enter  into  this  inquiry,  but  at  the  same  time  the  general 
impression  is  that  it  is  not  good. 

160.  Supposing  a considerable  amount  of  non-inflammable  impurity  to  be  evolved  into 
the  air  during  the  combustion  of  the  gas,  coidd  that  have  any  prejudicial  effect  on  the 
health  of  shopkeepers,  who  employ  gas  largely  in  their  houses? — Unquestionably  it 
would.  People  in  confined  situations,  exposed  to  the  effluvia  of  bad  gas,  might  suffer 
from  it. 

161.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Literary  and  Pliilosophic  Association  of  this  town? — 

I am. 

162.  Have  you  heard  it  stated  by  the  librarian  there  that  the  binding  of  the  books  had 
been  so  much  damaged  by  the  gas  there  that  they  had  had  to  re-bind  several  volumes  ? — I have. 

163.  And  that  by  wetting  your  finger  and  passing  it  over  the  binding  of  a book,  you 
could  taste  the  sidphuric  acid? — lam  not  aware  of  that  effect,  but  w’e  thought  it  right  to 
have  ventilating  lamps. 

164.  Have  you  heard  it  stated  that  the  fluid  condensed  in  the  glass  vessels  above  the 
tubes  of  those  ventilating  lamps  was  palpably  charged  with  sulphuric  acid,  so  that  it  could 
be  tasted  ? — I have  heal’d  it  stated  so. 

165.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  correct  ? — I do. 

166.  Do  you  think  that  that  would  indicate  any  probability  of  the  gas  having  had  a bad 
effect  on  the  public  liealth? — I conceive  that  all  gas  which  escapes  into  a confined  room 
would  be  unwholesome. 

167.  I am  not  speaking  of  the  escape  of  gas  itself,  but  the  escape  of  non-inflammable 
impurities  during  the  combustion  of  the  gas  ? — I believe  that  the  escajje  of  such  impurities 
would  be  prejudicial. 

168.  You  tliink  that  it  might  lower  the  general  health  of  shopkeepers? — Yes. 

169.  And  it  is,  I believe,  a fact  that  that  class  was  pretty  considerably  visited  during  this 
last  epidemic? — I cannot  pi’etcnd  to  give  an  opinion  to  what  extent  it  might  be  so. 

170.  You  do  not  know  how  far  that  may  have  had  an  influence? — 1 do  not  attach  much 
importance  to  it. 

171.  You  do  not  think  that  it  would  have  had  any  material  or  Important  effect  ? — I think 
that  being  in  a confined  place,  exposed  to  bad  gas,  would  be  unwholesome.  Anything  that 
impairs  the  general  healih  would  be  prejudicial. 

172.  You  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  specifically  or  markedly  so  ?- — No. 

173.  You  have  no  knowledge,  I pi’esume,  of  the  actual  state  of  the  sew'ers  and  drains  in 
this  town  ? — I cannot  give  any  evidence  upon  tliat  subject. 
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174.  You  were  a member  of  the  Sanhiiry  Committee  of  ilic  Eastern  District,  formed  of  T.  E Ileadlam, 
members  of  the  Hoard  of  Guardians  of  this  town  and  otlier  persons,  in  1848,  were  you  not  ? Esq.,  M.D. 

— I do  not  recollect  whelher  I was  or  not.  

175.  You  did  not  attend  it  much.  I know  that  your  name  is  down  as  a member  of  it? — 

I did  not  attend  it.  

176.  You  are  not  cognizant  of  its  transactions  ? — I am  not. 

177.  Y our  jjractice  does  not  lead  3011  nuicb  among  the  lower  classes ? — Not  except  in 
connexion  with  the  patienl.s  of  the  ])ub!ic  institutions. 

178.  You  have  no  op[)ortunilies  of  knowing  accurately  tbe  state  of  their  habitations? — 
iVIcrelv  as  visiting  them  in  comsequence  of  this  attack  of  cholera.  I saw  a great  many  ol' 
them. 

179.  You  were  chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  composed  jointly  of  the  member.s 
of  the  Town  Council  and  of  the  Hoard  of  Guardians,  during  this  late  outbreak,  in  l85.’V.-' 

— I was. 

180.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  on  the  state  of  the  town  in  respect  of  scayenage? — 

Great  attempts  have  been  made  in  that  respect.  It  is  better  than  it  was  some  3'ears  ago. 

An  attempt  is  now  making  to  improve  it  as  much  as  possible. 

181.  llave  you  any  opinion  as  to  the  state  c>f  the  town  in  respect  of  scavemage  previous 
to  the  outbreak  in  August,  185.3? — 1 do  not  believe  it  was  irartlcularly  deficient  tlien.  1 
believe  it  is  much  better  than  it  was  some  years  ago — better  than  in  18-18,  certainly. 

18'2.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  was  in  fact  deficient,  but  not  particularly  deficient  as 
compared  with  previous  years? — I do  not  think  it  so  gootl  as  we  could  wish  it  to  be,  but  it 
is  much  better  than  it  w.is  some  years  ago. 

18.3.  Did  you  in  the  year  1847,  as  a member  of  the  Sanitary  Association,  visit  the  Coi  - 
poratlon  pio[)erty  in  Sandgate,  with  Mr.  Newton,  the  parochial  medical  oflicer? — 1 
believe  I visiied  it,  and  I daie  say  wiili  Mr.  Newton. 

18-4.  Do  you  remember  the  impression  which  you  then  formed  as  to  the  state  of  that 
property  generally  In  res[)ect  of  its  sanitary  condition  ? — am  not  aware  that  I derived  any 
impression  in  respect  of  the  Corporation  pro[)crty  there  in  particular;  but  I visited  some 
of  the  habitations  in  Sandgate,  which  were  certainly  very  unu  ho!c‘some. 

185.  Habitations  indiil'eremly  belonging  to  dilferent  owners? — Yes. 

186.  1 think  In  your  i-c|)oi-t,  as  physician  to  the  fever  hospital,  for  1850,  soon  after  the 
establishment  of  some  public  baths  and  washhouses  in  .Sandgate,  \'ou  congratulat('d  the 
community  on  their  e^tablishment,  and  ex[)ressed  a hope  tluit  the  same  benelit  might  soon 
be  extended  to  other  populous  districts  ; did  you  not.'' — \ cry  [)rol);ibly  1 might;  1 do  not 
recollect.  I considered  them  a gre;it  advantage. 

187.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  as  to  the  extent  to  which  tlu'v  have  been  used,  or 
tlu' extent  to  which  their  use  has  been  impeded  by  any  pariicid:ii- eii  cumst;inccs  ? -'flu* 
oidy  estid)lishment  in  the  town  has  l)ccn  very  mmh  used.  I hiu  not  aware  ol’  anything 
piirticular. 

188.  You  have  no  intimate  knowledge? — I haveexamined  it  fre(iiientl v. 

L89.  Have  you  found  it  as  ( xtensively  used  as  such  an  establishment  might  be? — 1 should 
think  so. 

lift).  You  have  never  hi'ard  ;inv  eomplaints  .■'• — I h;ive  not  heiird  any  r omphrint-;,  exci  pt 
with  respect  to  the  use  of  the  ])lung(.*  b;ith,  whi  li  was  supposed  to  be  usefid. 

li)l.  5’ou  have  hciird  nothing  of  any  complaints  as  to  regulations  which  might  tr'iid 
seriously  to  check  the  use  ol  such  ;in  establishment?—  ! have  not. 

192.  Have  you  considered  the  instance  of  the  comparative  immunity  of  the  garrison  In 
this  town  during  this  last  outbreak?  — I have  not. 

19.3.  Have  you  at  all  entered  into  the  coinideration  of  the  i ,\i)cnse  which  may  have  been 
caused  to  the  community  hy  the  recent  outbreak  in  respect  of  poor  rates  or  expenses,  slop- 
]>age  of  liade,  or  in  any  othci'  form  ? — 1 have  not  entered  into  that.  1 know  thal  it  must 
liave  been  expensive  in  the  increase  of  ]>oor  rates  and  injui-ious  to  flic  trade  of  the  town. 

Ii)4.  Y(/U  wore  present  here  during  the  whole  time  of  the  oiitbri'ak  ? — 1 wa':. 

lf)5.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  efforts  m,.de  hy  cei  tain  ollicers  ol' the  Hoard  of  Health  in 
aid  of  the  Hoard  of  Guardians,  to  palliate  and  mitigate  the  virulence  of  the  outbreak  ? — I 
was  cognizant  of  the  conduct  of  the  ofliems  sent  down  to  assist  the  town  authorities 

lt)6.  Hayeyou  any  o[)inion  to  oiler  with  rcgai'd  to  the  conduct  ol' those  ollicers  ? — I con- 
sidered them  very  [)ialseworthy.  1 considei'ed  them  very  energetic  in  their  conduct.  1 do 
not  enter  into  the  (|uestion  about  the  [U'opriety  of  the  ivgulatlons  that  might  be  issued  hv 
till*  Hoard  of  Health.  I have  nothing  to  do  with  thal;  hut  with  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  the  ollicers,  nothing  coidd  exceed  their  assidult}'  and  anxiety  to  be  of  service  to  (he 
town. 

197.  Would  you  coiinteuai’.ce  any  allegation  to  the  elfect  that  their  conduct,  or  the  nu  a 
snres  adopted  by  them  in  pursuance  of  their  duty,  wei'e  mu  such  as  to  ineift  the  a[iproh.i- 
tion  of  the  medical  pi'ofes.sion  and  of  the  community  at  large? — I do  not  sanction  any  such 
attack  upon  them. 

I!)8.  Have  you  any  opinion  on  the  other  hand  as  to  whether  the  measures  suggested  by, 
and  adopted  in  conse(pience  of  the  snggestiou.s  ol,  those  (jiHcers,  had  any  inlluence  In  arrest- 
ing the  spivail,  or  mitigating  the  viridence  of  the  epidemic  ? — 1 thiid<  they  wei’e  ol  giavit 
service. 

I!>9.  With  reference  to  the  report  ol  the  committee  of  the 'Towni  Council,  appointed  during 

C 


10 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


T.  E.  Headlam, 
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the  recent  outbreak,  to  act  vvltli  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  of  whicli  you  were  chairman 
would  you  object  to  put  In  your  as  evidence? — 'lliis  is  the  report  of  the  i>anitary 

Committee.  I put  it  in  as  evidence.  I have  no  objection  to  publish  it. 

200.  Have  you  any  objection  to  confirm  now  the  opinions  there  stated  ? — I have  no 
objection  to  confirm  the  opinions  in  that  report, — not  the  least. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  Council  of  Nev^custle-upon-Tyne,  appointed  to  act  in 
conjunction  2cith  the  Board  of  Guardians,  duriuy  the  prevalence  of  Chole)-a,  185.3. 

“ Since  our  appointment  on  the  14tli  September  last,  we  have  sat  from  day  to  day  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  us, 

“The  first  step  which  we  took  was  to  obtain  from  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company  an 
engagement,  that  no  more  water  should  be  supplied  to  the  town  from  the  impure  source  of 
the  Tyne,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sewerage  of  the  town,  which  had  been  used  from  the  5th  of 
.July  last,  at  which  date  the  company  seem  to  have  begun  to  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  their 
means  of  supply  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  town.  We  obtained  the  engagement  of  the 
company  on  the  15th  September;  and  we  believe  that  the  company  have  faithfully  adhered 
to  it;  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  from  that  date  no  water  has  been  drawn  from  tlie  'hyne. 
'I'lie  late  rains  have,  we  hope,  secured  the  inhabitants  against  the  recurience  to  such  a 
practice,  until  more  certain  sources  of  supply  than  those  which  the  company  now  appear  to 
possess,  can  be  secured  for  the  town. 

“ We  lost  no  time  in  applying  a portion  of  the  fund  placed  at  our  disposal  for  purposes  of 
expenditure,  not  within  the  power  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  providing  and  fitting  up  a 
building  as  a place  of  refuge  for  the  reception  of  families  removed  from  localities  in  which 
the  cholera  was  prevalent.  The  Board  of  Ordnance  sent  down,  on  the  19th  September, 
200  military  tents,  with  the  object  of  their  being  used  as  a place  of  refuge  for  persons 
removed  from  unhealthy  residences.  We  ordered  a portion  of  these  tents  to  be  pitched  on 
the  town  moor,  with  every  necessaiy  convenience;  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  prevail 
upon  any  individuals  to  remove  to  them.  Some  tents  of  another  description  were  erected 
on  the  moor  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Spital  Tongues  Colliery  with  better  success.  They 
were  the  largo  tents  of  planks  and  canvas  used  by  publicans  at  fairs,  and  contained  fire- 
[)laces  These  tents  were  inhabited,  and  the  inhabitants  escaped  the  cholera.  The  building 
provided  and  fitted  up  by  the  corporation  was  also  extensively  used  and  with  good  effect. 

“ 'J'he  burial  of  the  dead  was  a subject  tliat  pressed  much  upon  us ; it  was  clear  that  all  the 
clmrchyards  of  the  town,  save  those  of  St.  Ann’s  and  St.  Paul’s,  were  so  crowded  as,  in 
ordinary  times,  to  be  unfit  for  the  reception  of  any  more  bodies ; and  in  a time  of  pestilence, 
nothing  could  justify  their  use.  'I'hey  have  been  entirely  closed  for  the  present;  and  we 
.availed  ourselves  of  the  occasion  to  address  a communication  to  the  churchwardens  of  the 
several  parishes,  siiggesling  to  them  the  expediency  of  looking  out  immediately  for  new 
places  ol'  interment,  as,  frt)m  the  4th  ol’  August  in  next  year,  most  ol  the  existing  church- 
yards will,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Town  Improvement  y\ct  of  last  session,  be  virtually 
closed. 

“ Those  densely  populated  and  improperly  constructed  streets  and  alleys  which  necessarily 
exist  in  all  laige  towns,  and  ptaiticularly  in  the  ancient  parts  of  them,  have  received  our 
tinxious  attention.  Sandgate  has  existed  as  it  now  exists  for  hundreds  of  years ; and  in 
its  narrow  passages  and  ill-vent  dated  dwellings,  there  is  no  doubt  the  cholera  lias  raged 
with  peculiar  virulence.  Some  modern  streets  and  lanes  have  been  formed  by  speculators 
in  those  tovvnships  which  were  added  to  the  borough  under  the  Municipal  Reform  Act, 
which  are  scarcely  less  calculated  to  generate  disease  than  the  closely  packed  habitations 
of  Sandgate.  d'he  Council  had  no  control  over  the  streets  and  roads  of  these  townships 
till  the  passing  of  the  Town  Improvement  Act  of  the  present  year,  which  received  the 
Royal  Assent  on  the  4di  of  August  last.  The  Council  will  doubtless  give  their  early 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  streets  and  roads  in  these  townships;  and  in  the  meantime  the 
jiowers  of  the  Act  of  last  session  have  been  usefully  employed,  under  our  directions,  in 
closing  up  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  borough  which  wei’e  pronounced  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

“ The  limewashiug  of  unwholesome  houses,  and  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  and  courts  by 
means  of  the  hose,  and  spreading  hot  lime,  and  the  application  of  stench  traps  to  the  grates 
of  the  common  sewers,  are  operations  which  liave  been  deemed  important  and  have  been 
energetically  p)ursued.  'Fhe  situation  of  the  town,  on  the  sides  of  hills,  with  a steep  descent 
to  a line  river  is  peculiarlv  favourable  for  drainage,  and  of  late  years  there  has  been  a large 
expenditure  in  the  formation  of  common  sewers.  The  benefit  derived  from  these  sewers 
has  been  comparatively  tiifiing,  for  want  of  an  underground  communication  between  them 
and  the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  persisted  in  depositing  their  filih  in  the 
gutters  or  in  the  open  grates  of  the  sewers.  By  the  Act  of  last  session,  the  Council 
obtained  a power  to  force  the  proprietors  of  the  houses  to  make  and  maintain  underground 
communications  with  the  common  sewers.  There  has  not  yet  been  time  to  put  this  Act  in 
force.  In  the  meantime  we  have  aprplied  lime  to  the  surface  gutters  and  the  open  grates, 
and  also,  with  good  effect,  waste  chemical  products,  possessing  disinfecting  qualities,  which 
have  been  supplied  l)y  our  colleague,  Mr.  Bell. 

“ Up  to  the  present  time,  the  Nuisance  Removal  Act,  1848,  so  far  as  it  has  been  put  in 
force,  has  been  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  In  the  Town  Improve- 
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merit  Act  of  last  session  is  an  enactment  that  tlie  Nuisance  Removal  Act  shall  be  put  in 
force  l)v  the  council.  In  order  to  secure  the  speedy  removal  of  existlnpj  nuisances  we 
issued  a public  notice  that  tlie  council  would  proceed  to  put  in  force  the  Nuisance  Removal 
Act,  1848,  and  invited  communications  from  the  inlmbitants,  and  we  employed  additional 
inspectors  of  nuisances. 

“ Under  the  advice  of  Mr.  W.  Lee,  a superintending  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
who  was  sent  down  by  the  Hoard  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice,  instead  of  attempting  to 
remove,  during  a state  of  pestilence,  the  accumulations  of  dung,  litter,  and  ashes,  mixed 
with  vegetable  and  animal  refuse,  which  are  collected  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  we  have 
covered  them  for  the  jiresent  with  common  earth,  freshly  dug  uji,  waiting  a fit  season  of 
removal. 

“The  slaughter-houses  are  found  to  occasion  or  aggravate  many  of  these  accumulations  of 
offensive  matter.  Under  the  'i'own  Improvement  Act  of  last  session  all  the  existing 
slaughter-houses  must  be  registered,  and  the  council  have  the  power  of  making  such  byelaws 
for  their  regulation  as  will  effectually  prevent  nuisance.  In  future  no  new  slaughter-house 
can  be  established  without  the  licence  of  the  C ouncil. 

“The  nuisances  produced  by  the  want  of  a sufficient  number  of  common  jtrivies,  and  the 
absence  of  private  conveniences  of  that  sort  are  not  such  as  can  be  at  once  obviated.  ^Ve 
have,  however,  instituted  proceedings  with  that  object.  'The  practice  of  keeping  pigs  in 
improper  places  in  the  town  has  been  found  to  be  productive  of  much  annoyance  to  the 
inhabitants.  We  have  found  the  existing  byelaws  sufficient  to  suppress  the  practice. 

“So  soon  as  the  account  can  be  collected,  a statement  will  be  prepared,  showing  the 
manner  in  which  the  fuiuls  placed  at  our  disposal  have  bcei\  expended. 

“The  cholera  having  passed  from  the  town,  the  [)urposes  tor  which  we  were  ai>pointed 
have  been  fulfilled,  and  our  duties  arc  ended.  At  the  risk,  however,  of  appearing  to  exceed 
our  authority,  we  venture  to  place  before  the  council  some  suggestions  for  the  future. 

“The  first  ami  most  important  object,  ami  one  on  which  the  health  of  the  town  gieatlv 
depends,  is  to  secure  a ])lentifid  and  never  failing  supply  of  wholesome  water.  'I'he  strata 
upon  which  the  town  is  placed  are  full  of  springs,  from  which  may  be  derived  abundance  of 
drinking  water  of  excellent  cjuality.  e have  directed  some  boreholes  to  be  |)ut  down  in 
various  localities,  and  the  experiment  has  been  attended  with  satisfactory  results  A\’e  do 
not  hesitate  to  exju’css  o>ir  opinion  that  the  council  will  be  able  to  obtain  from  these  sources, 
and  from  springs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  an  abundant  supply  of  pin  (' and  whole- 
some drinking  water,  which  may  be  distributed  throughout  the  town  and  placed  gratuitously 
at  the  dispostil  ol  the  inhabitants  by  means  of  pumps  and  pants  erected  in  the  most  con- 
venient localities.  So  far  as  regards  water  for  the  purpose  of  drinking,  the  town  will  l)e 
thus  rendered  independent  of  any  water  company  now  established,  or  hereafter  to  be 
est.ablished.  At  the  same  time',  steps,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  council 
which  shall  give  to  the  town  the  certainty  of  a continual  sup[ily  ol  good  water,  lor  geiiertd 
juirposes. 

“The  increase  and  extension  of  a system  ol' jmblic  baths  and  wash-honses  which  Ims  been 
so  ailvantageously  begun,  and  to  a limited  extent  earned  out,  will  tend  much  to  promote 
the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  town,  and  can  be  eU'ected  with  very  trilling  [leciiniarv 
sacrifice  on  the  part  ol  the  corporation. 

“'I'he  greater  part  of  the  suburb  of  Sandgate  is  not  fit  to  be  inhabited,  whilst  its  site  is 
valuable  for  commercial  purposes.  'I  he  corporation  luive  tdready  purchased  a considerabh' 
house  property  in  that  locality,  with  a view  to  its  being  pulled  down,  and  are  extending 
those  purchases.  An  eai  ly  opportunity  ought  to  he  taken  to  clear  away  these  buildings. 
In  doing  so,  it  must  not  lie  forgotten  that  houses  must  be  provided  r/srirfirrr,  to  receive  the 
])0|)ulation  which  will  be  thus  displaced;  an  extimple  ought  to  be  set  by  the  ( orpuration,  or 
by  individuals,  in  constructing  houses  for  the  habitation  of  the  humbler  classes  with  those 
conveniences  in  which  so  many  of  the  existing  houses  are  so  entirelv  deficient. 

“'I'he  council  have  now  obtained  from  the  legislature  jiowers,  which  will  enable  them 
to  exercise  a considerable  influence  in  the  construction  of  dwelling  hou.ses  which  shall 
hereafter  be  built  in  the  borough. 

“ Those  streets  and  huies  beyond  the  limits  ol’  theaucii'ut  borough,  which,  by  the  Act 
of  last  session,  have  been  placed  under  the  control  of  the  council,  and  in  or  about  which 
a large  postulation  is  located,  will  demand  immediate  attention. 

“ It  will  be  right  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  passing  bvelaws for  the  regulation  of  exi--t- 
iiig  slaughtor-hou.se.s.  By  these  byelaws  it  should  be  provided  t hat  all  animal  matler  should 
be  removed  within  twi'iity-four  hours  after  its  deposit.  With  a view  to  the  iiiiroduction 
of  a better  descri|ttion  of  slaughter-houses,  and  with  a view  to  placing  them  in  uiiohjeel  ion- 
able  situations,  we  would  recommend  that  the  ('ouncil  shoulrl  themsebes  (it  up  slaughter- 
houses, and  let  them  to  the  butchers  at  moderate  rents.  I he  arches  uiuh'i  the  NewcastK' 
iind  Caibsle  Uailway,  west  ol  the  Infirmary,  uitiiparl  of  the  adjoining  ground,  might  be 
advantageously  a[)plied  for  that  purpose.  'The  situatioti  is  desirable  as  regards  i - con- 
tiguity to  the  cattle  market  and  the  facilities  of  drainage  which  belong  to  it. 

“'The  provisions  of  the  Common  Lodging  Houses  Act,  1851,  have  been,  to  a considerable 
extent,  carried  out  by  the  police,  though,  till  their  last  meeting,  the  council  did  not 
make  these  minute  regulations  for  the  government  and  management  of  those  lodging 
houses  which  have  now  been  ado|)ted.  d'he  attention  of  the  Watch  Committee  is  at 
[irescnt  directed  to  giving  elTect  to  the  Act  ami  to  these  regulations. 
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“ 1 lie  consumptions  ofsmoke^  if  daily  enforced  under  the  powers  of  the  Town  Improve- 
ment Act  of  last  session,  will  tend  much  to  the  health  of  the  Inhabitants,  and,  combined 
with  comjilete  drainage  and  an  ample  supply  of  good  water,  will  render  the  presence  of 
epidemic  disease  for  the  future  less  formidable. 

“W  e conclude  this  our  report  by  recommending  to  the  council  the  ajrpointment  of 
a committee  for  geiteral  sanitary  purposes. 

“ T,  E.  Headlam,  Chairman.” 


William  Lee,  Esrp,  C.E.,  sworn; — 

201.  (Chairman.)  You  are  a superintending  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  the 
fV.  Lee,  Esq.,  C.E.  engineering  depiartment,  are  you  not? — I am. 

202.  How  many  years  have  you  held  that  position  ^ — Ever  since  the  Public  Health 

Act  was  passed  in  1848. 

203.  Did  you  previously  to  that  time  give  any  marked  attention  to  what  arc  called 
sanitary  matters? — 1 had  done  so,  and  was  officially  engaged  in  a large  provincial  town 
as  early  as  the  epidemic  of  the  year  1832. 

204.  Have  you,  from  the  time  of  the  cholera  in  1832,  continued  to  pay  attention  to 
sanitary  matters? — I have.  1 also  visited  many  towns  in  1848  and  1849,  during  the 
existence  of  the  then  epidemic  cholera. 

205.  At  what  date  did  you  first  visit  Newcastle  ? — I believe  on  the  22nd  of  September 
1853,  about  the  day  or  the  day  before  the  disease  was  supposed  to  have  reached  its  maximum. 

206.  You  were  sent  down  by  order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  ? — By  order  of  the 
General  Board  to  aid  the  local  authorities  in  any  measures  of  repression  or  palliation  falling 
witliin  my  department. 

207.  Did  you  personally  inspect  any  parts  of  Newcastle? — I did.  Before  meeting  the 
aitthorities  I th.ought  it  would  be  well  that  1 should  examine  for  myself  the  whole  of  the 
districts  where  the  pestilence  was  tlieu  raging. 

208.  Did  you  make  a general  survey  of  the  town,  sucli  as  to  etiable  you  to  form  a 
confident  opinion  as  to  the  satiitary  condition  of  the  town  generally? — Of  tlie  infected 
(iistricts  1 did.  That  occupied  me  a long  day  in  company  with  the  inspectors  of  nuisances. 
On  the  follownng  morning  1 met  the  united  committee  of  the  town  council  and  board  of 
guardians,  and  stated  to  them  what  my  views  were,  the  evils  that  might  be  met  immediately, 
and  the  best  means  to  be  tahen.  The  committee  did  me  the  honour  to  think  that  the 
remarks  which  I addressed  to  them  were  of  so  much  importance,  that  it  would  be 
desirable  that  they  should  have  them  upon  their  minutes;  and  I was  favoured  afterwards 
with  tw’o  co])ies  of  those  remarhs  by  the  town  clerk,  one  of  which,  if  you  have  not  got 
a co[)v,  shall  be  jilaced  in  the  hands  of  the  Commission. 

209.  Have  you  it  there  ? — I have.  (The  leitness  imodnced  the  same.) 

210.  Do  you  put  this  in  as  evidence  and  would  you  confirm  and  authorize  us  to  make 
use  of  such  passages  as  might  seem  to  bear  on  the  subject  of  our  inqinry  ? — Certainly. 


Extracts  from  the  ohove-mentioned  remarks  : — 

“ There  cannot  be  a doubt  from  what  I have  seen  that  the  drainage  of  your  towni  is 
very  defective,  and  that  the  constructive  character  of  a great  number  of  the  (hvellings, 
both  old  and  new,  is  entirely  contrary  to  every  sanitary  principle.  'These  are  evils, 
however,  which  can  only  be  remedied  by  works  of  a permanent  nature  at  a large  cost, 
requiring  time  and  a continuance  of  that  determination  and  energy  which  the  local 
authorities  have  so  earnestly  manifested  since  the  outbreak  of  this  fearful  disease.” 

* iif 

“ In  my  examination  of  the  town  I have  found  in  the  seats  of  cholera  large  accumu- 
lations of  dung.  Jitter,  and  ashes,  mixed  with  vegetable  and  animal  refuse.  In  all  these 
decomposition  is  going  on;  some  have  pools  of  fluid  and  semi-fluid  matter  connected  with 
them;  and  from  others  the  liquid  is  oozing  through  walls  and  doors,  and  trickling  away 
along  the  surface  gutters  of  the  narrow^,  ill  ventilated  court-yards  and  alleys,  and  even 
along  the  streets. 

“ I refer  now  more  especially  to  Pandon  Dean,  the  entire  district  between  Sandhill, 
Butcher  Bank,  Wall  Knoll,  Causey  Bank,  and  the  Quayside,  and  also  to  the  whole  district 
between  New  Road,  Sandgate,  ami  New  Quay,  with  all  the  alleys  and  chares  in  that  part 
of  the  town.  'The  population  is,  I should  tlnnk,  upwards  of  5,000,  and  it  appears  to  be 
altogether  the  worst  district  in  Newcastle. 

“ This  part  of  the  town  is  paved  almost  entirely  with  shingle  or  boulders,  and  between 
the  rounded  stones  there  arc  wide  interstices.  In  the  surface  gutters  the  combined  action 
of  li([uid  refuse  and  of  occasional  sweeping  has  opened  the  joints  between  the  stones, 
so  that  even  w’liere  the  inclination  of  the  surface  is  considerable,  there  is  ahvays 
stagnation. 

“ These  gutters  are  everywhere  close  to  the  doors.  They  average  about  a foot  in 
width  of  fluid,  and  there  is  nearly  a foot  more  on  each  side  always  quite  wet.  'The 
subsoil  underneath  is  saturated,  and  there  is  a surface  of  from  two  to  three  feet  iu  width, 
from  whence  a constant  evaporation  of  moisture  and  deleterious  gas  is  going  on  in  places 
where  a breath  of  fresh  air  can  scarcely  penetrate — where  every  dilapidated  unwholesome 
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room  lias  at  least  one  fainily  as  occupants — and  where,  from  the  general  absence  of  any 
privy  accommodation,  all  the  excreta  of  the  Inhabitants  is  poured  into  these  same  surface 
gutters. 

“ It  would  not  become  me  to  give  the  committee  a dissertation  on  deodorisation  and 
disinfection,  but  1 may  state  that  moisture,  in  such  quantity  only  as  to  produce  saturatiuii, 
grcatlv  increases  the  injurious  products  of  organic  decomposition.  Even  faecal  matters 
when  dry  are  praciically  innocuous,  and  it  will  probal'ly  be  known  to  members  of  the 
committee  that  in  oriental  countries  dried  horse-dung  is  extensively  used  for  the  bedding 
of  horses,  and  dried  camel’s  dung  for  fuel.  'I’he  safety  with  which  so  conccntrateel  a 
substance  as  guano  can  be  handled  and  applied  is  attributable  to  its  being  dry.  The 
admixture  of  water  with  the  large  quantity  of  decomposing  organic  matter  in  all  the 
infected  parts  of  Newcastle  promotes  the  generation  and  discharge  of  hydrogenous  and 
other  deleterious  gases ; a v(*ry  small  portion  of  such  gases  in  the  atmosphere  which 
the  inhabitants  are  compelled  to  breathe  must  at  all  times  be  highly  injurious,  and  in 
the  midst  of  an  ejiidemic  like  the  present  would  be  proxlmatlvely  destructive  of  life. 

“ It  would  be  dangerous  at  present,  by  removing  the  liquid  and  solid  refuse,  to  libcrat<‘ 
these  deleterious  gases.  New  surfaces  would  be  exposed  to  more  active  and  olfensive 
evapoiation,  and  the  disease  would  probably  be  aggravated  by  the  measures  intended  for 
its  mitigation. 

“ In  pursuance  of  what  I have  already  stated  the  only  alternative  is,  that  they  should 
be  absorbed,  dried  u]),  and  buried  in  their  present  localities,  in  such  a way  as  to  render 
them  incapable  of  injury  during  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic;  and  be  removed  away 
in  a comparatively  dry  state  after  it  shall  have  subsided. 

“ 'I'he  greater  pai  t of  the  li([uid  refuse  now'  semi-stagnant  in  the  surface  gutters 
cannot  be  detained  and  accumulated;  every  house  contributes  to  it,  and  we  can  only 
therefore  devise  some  means  of  facilitating  its  discharge.” 

* * * ' * * 


fF.  Lee,  Esq.,  C.E. 


19th  Jan.  1854. 


Extracts  from 
Remarks,  ^c., 
September  1853. 


“ There  arc  several  other  matters  of  a minor  nature,  but  still  very  Important,  on  which 
I would  advise  you. 

“ 'I'hcre  are  some  public  privies  and  urinals  belonging  to  the  corporation.  I have 
examined  several  of  them,  and  think  they  are  in  a very  objectionable  and  oflcnsive 
condition.  I would  recommend  a copious  use  of  earth  and  lime  to  these,  and  a fre([uent 
examination  and  renewal  of  the  treatment,  if  any  stench  should  be  found  to  exist.  1 was 
informed  that  the  public  privy  under  the  lower  bridge  is  used  bv  about  1,000  men  and 
boys  every  day,  and  1 cannot  wonder  when  so  few  houses  in  the  neighbouring  disirict 
have  any  accommodation.  A man  was  attacked  with  cholera  while  in  that  [uivy,  and 
died,  as  I was  informed,  in  a lew  hours.  I could  perceive  thr  stench  from  the  place  at 
the  distance  of  many  yards. 

“ 1 would  also  mention  the  public  mid.len-stead  in  Sandgatc,  behmging  to  the  corpo- 
ration. A sign-hoard  announces,  ‘ All  ashes  and  refuse  to  be  put  into  the  middeii-slead 
on  ]>ain  of  prosecution  by  the  eorjioration.’ 

I iider  ordinary  circumstances  1 am  not  disposed  to  (juestion  the  advantages  of  such 
a receptacle,  in  such  a destitute  neighbourhood  ; but  at  the  present  time  1 think  it  calcu- 
lated to  be  dangerous,  esjiecially  as  it  is  in  close  vicinity  to  dwelling  houses,  is  fre(|uented 
by  many  persons,  and  is  stated  to  he  only  enqitied  once  in  ‘24  hours.  At  the  time  of  mv 
C'xamination  there  was  a large  (piantity  of  foul  straw,  which  I was  informed  was  the  bedding 
of  jicrsons  who  had  died  of  cholera,  and  also  a ([uantity  of  other  refuse;  several  persons  came 
in  while  I was  there.  I would  recommend  either  that  this  place  should  be  shut  up  at  present 
and  carts  be  sent  frccpicntly  to  collect  all  refuse,  or  that  it  should  he  emptied  at  least 
several  times  per  day. 

“ Another  matter  is,  that  there  arc  several  tripe  boilers  in  the  same  infected  district, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  contents  of  the  intestines  and  paunches  were  settling 
into  the  open  joints  of  the  boulder  pavement,  and  the  skin  and  hooves  from  the  feet  of 
sheep  were  sweltering  ujioii  the  ash-he;qis. 

“ 1 think  that  if  possible  the  committee  should  prevent  such  trades  from  being  carried 
on  in  the  town,  at  least  during  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic. 

“ In  a house  contiguous  to  one  of  these  jilaces  I found  two  persons  dying  of  cholera. 

“ I must  refer  lastly  to  the  marine  store  dealers,  of  whom  there  is  a considerable 
number  spread  over  the  district  where  the  cholera  is  and  has  been  most  fatal.  I examined 
several  of  their  premises. 

“ At  one  of  them,  Kowell’s,  I had  to  climb  over  several  tons  of  shank  bones  to  get 
a sight  of  a larger  (piantity  of  general  bones  stored  in  a building. 

“ \ here  were  fragments  of  cartilage  and  ligament  upon  some,  and  I need  not  say  a very 
unplea.sant  eflluvium  from  the  whole  premises.  'I'he  owner  stated  very  frankiv  that  thev 
had  not  been  there  more  than  a mmith,  evidently  thinking  that  a short  time.  I cannot 
think  these  accumulations  are  protected  by  law,  any  more  than  other  nuisances  of  mere 
accumulation  of  dead  matter.  'I  here  is  no  trade  ])rocess  carried  on,  and  I suggest  that 
the  committee  should  not  only  recpiiro  them  to  be  immediately  removed  in  everv  instance, 
but  should  ado^it  some  stringent  regulation  to  [irevent  any  similar  accumulations.” 

* * * * ~ (p  * 

“ W hen  this  dreadful  visitation  shall  have  jiassed  away,  you  would  do  well  to  pave  with 
gas  concrete  the  whole  of  the  courts,  alleys,  and  passages  in  the  diseased  districts,  l)iit 
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TV.Lee,Esq  I think  you  would  do  still  better  to  remove  the  wretched  human  beings  who  may  survive 

’’  in  the  whole  district  between  Sandhill  and  the  east  end  of  Sandgate,  and  then  to  bombard 

and  destroy  the  whole  of  the  huildings  situated  there. 

“ I am  convinced  that  by  such  means  only  will  you  be  able  completely  to  dislodge  the 
causes  of  the  present  awful  mortality.” 


211.  What  time  did  you  leave  Newcastle  and  how  long  did  you  stay  there? — I think  I 
left  on  the  2nd  or  3rd  of  October,  when  the  disease  was  very  rapidly  abating,  and  the 
deaths  were  not  more  than  some  twenty  or  thirty  a day.  1 may  say  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  time  I was  here,  I was  constantly  engaged  in  visiting  the  infected  districts,  not  only 
to  search  out  the  apparent  causes  of  the  disease,  but  also  to  superintend  those  measures  of 
repression  which  the  sanitary  committee  had  at  once  adopted  on  my  suggestion.  1 may 
also  add  that,  shortly  after  my  arrival,  1 prepared  reports  of  the  results  of  my  inspection, 
and  presented  them  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  and  it  would  be  perhaps  well  that  the 
Commisirion  should  be  furnished  with  copies  of  those  reports.  The  document  which  I hold 
in  my  i and  consists  of  reports  of  my  inspection  of  the  Cholera  districts  of  Newcastle,  and 
of  the  facts  which  I saw  there. 

212.  Do  you  put  that  document  in  as  evidence  before  us? — Yes. 

213.  On  the  same  terms  as  the  previous  one  ? — Yes. 

Extracts  from  the  above  Reports. 

“ 1 have  not  mentioned  until  now  an  occupation  which  I saw  carried  on  in  those  parts  of 
the  Cholera  districts  of  Newcastle  having  public  sewers.  I have  already  stated  that  the 
gully  gratings  are  untrapped;  and  also  that,  from  the  absence  of  privies,  they  are  the 
general  receptacles  for  the  garbage  and  excrements  of  the  inhabitants.  There  is  a large 
population  of  rats  in  the  sewers  of  Newcastle,  especially  in  the  Cholera  localities ; and  the 
side  drains  from  the  open  gully  gratings  appear  to  be  their  favourite  feeding  places.  To 
these  gratings  boys  from  ten  to  fifteen  years  of  age  resort,  generally  two  together,  and 
during  the  raging  of  the  pestilence  succeed  in  combining  amusement  and  profit  by  rat- 
catching.  On  several  occasions,  in  very  offensive  localities,  1 endeavoured  to  dissuade 
them  from  pursuing  so  dangerous  a ealling,  but  was  only  laughed  at  for  my  officiousness. 
A wire  noose  is  formed,  such  as  poachers  use  for  snaring  game,  and  this  being  attaehed  to 
a long  and  stout  string  is  let  down  the  gulley,  the  other  end  of  the  string  is  either  retained 
in  hand,  or  weighted  down  with  a stone  or  clod  of  eartli ; several  of  these  snares  being  let 
down  the  same  gully,  the  young  sportsmen  kneel  down  over  the  poisonous  effluvium  that  is 
constantly  pouring  out  from  below,  and  wait  for  tiieir  prey.  I ascertained  that  one  boy 
will  take  from  four  to  seven  or  eight  rats  per  day  in  tliis  manner,  and  sell  them  alive  at 
2f?.  or  3rf.  each,  according  to  the  size.  They  are  bought  by  persons  who  re-sell  them  at 
about  6d.  each,  to  be  worried  by  dogs. 

“ I have  not  mentioned  this  matter  merely  as  a curious  fact,  but  as  an  indication  of  the 
state  of  such  public  drainage,  as  exists  in  Newcastle  during  the  prevalence  of  Cholera,  and 
in  the  infected  districts ; and  also  of  the  means  by  which  much  of  the  excrementitious 
matter  and  other  garbage  is  at  present  ultimately  disposed  of.  Idie  thought  of  such 
vermin  existing  in  large  numhers,  in  the  midst  of  a densely  inhabited  district,  is  painfully 
disgusting,  but  not  equally  so,  nor  equally  dangerous,  as  the  existence  in  the  same  places 
of  the  masses  of  ordure  and  filth,  which  no  other  agency  tlian  that  of  the  rats  appears  to 
move.  It  seems  a strange  conclusion  to  ai’rive  at,  but  I am  strongly  of  opinion  that  under 
the  present  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  Cholera  and  fever  districts  of  Newcastle,  the 

further  destruction  of  these  vermin  ought  to  be  strictly  prohibited.” 

*-  * * * 

“ 1 now  resume  the  details  of  my  inspection : 

“ Head  of  the  Side,  near  St.  Nicholas  church,  dogger’s -yard  is  a long  narrow  passage, 
without  any  possibility  of  ventilation ; it  was  in  a very  offensive  condition,  and  at  the  time 
of  my  visit  the  public  authorities  were  attempting  to  wash  it  out  with  the  jet  and  hose 
pipe.  Cicely  Harkin  has  a lodging-house  here,  and  close  to  the  windows  is  a foul  drain, 
and  a most  abominable  privy;  one  person  in  the  liouse  had  Cholera  at  the  time,  and  another 
close  by  had  diarrheea.  Tliere  had  been  eleven  deaths  in  these  few  houses.  About  eight  or 
ten  yai’ds  distant  there  is  a large  heap  of  rubbish  in  a corner  against  the  wall  of  an  adjoining 
house ; all  tliese  places  are  occupied  as  “ tenements,”  that  is,  in  separate  rooms.  I examined 
the  room  against  which  this  accumulated-  filth  was  placed,  and  found  not  only  the  floor 
damp,  but  the  foul  moisture  had  struck  up  the  wall  nearly  to  the  ceiling.  A person  had 
ju.st  died  of  Cholera  in  that  room,  atid  the  poor  woman  living  in  it  said  the  filth  had  been 
in  the  corner  about  twelve  months. 

“ Mill-cntrij  is  the  next  adjoining  yard;  it  is  a long  passage  only  about  seven  feet  wide, 
and  with  buildings  on  both  sides;  at  the  upper  end  there  is  a large  untrapped  grating,  the 
only  receptacle  for  the  ordure  and  filth  ot  all  the  houses.  There  are  no  privies  and  the  stench 
I'rom  this  grate  was  quite  overpower  ins-  The  doors  offive  tenements  opened  within  ten  feet 
of  the  grate.  There  were  six  cases  of  Cholera  at  my  first  visit,  and  two  had  already  died. 

Dark-entry  in  Back-row,  no  light,  no  ventilation,  no  drainage,  no  privies.  Two  children 
dead  of  Cholera,  and  several  other  cases  progressing  to  a fatal  termination.” 

* 

“ Pandon  Dean. — There  are  some  privies  here  in  a very  horrible  condition,  and  in  most 
improper  situations  ; a great  part  of  the  surface  is  entirely  without  pavement,  it  consists  of 
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ashes  and  otlier  absorbent  material,  and  Is  in  a very  filthy  state.  There  are  some  boulder 
channels,  but  they  retain  filth  in  the  open  joints. 

“ The  fluid  excrement  was  oozing  through  some  of  the  walls  of  the  open  cesspools,  and 
running  over  the  surface;  the  stench  great  and  ventilation  often  impossible.  There  are 
many  cases  of  cholera  here  and  have  been  some  deaths. 

Stockbrid(/e  Brook  or  Dean  passes  througli  the  most  unhealthy  locality  in  Newcastle,  and 
is  an  open  sewer  through  part  of  Pandon.  The  houses  are  built  to  the  full  height  on  both 
sides  of  it,  in  some  places  the  windows  about  four  to  five  feet  apart  look  into  it;  in  other 
places  wooden  privies  are  projected  directly  over  it,  and  then  again  buildings  cover  it.  With 
pestilence  raging  around,  it  is  with  strange  feelings  that,  after  threading  through  a narrow 
alley  from  the  street,  one  looks  up  and  down  the  chasm  occupied  by  this  stream.  Some  fifty 
yards  to  the  right  hand  the  black  fluid  emerges  from  under  the  buildings,  steaming  and 
ijubbling,  and  flowing  by  our  feet  is  engulphed  at  some  distance  on  the  left.  Overhead  in  this 
narrow  space,  the  only  windows  of  some  of  the  tenements  are  partly  opened;  and  from  a 
short  pole  thrust  out  liang  a few  linens  drying,  probably  the  recent  covering  of  some  poor 
human  beings  just  hurried  to  the  grave.  It  is  unnecessary,  however,  for  the  imagination  to 
fill  up  the  horrible  picture ; truly  the  shadow  of  death  rests  upon  it.  The  same  stream 
j)asses  through  a court-yard  called  Illythe’s-nook,  where  seven  people  have  already  died  of 
cholera ; it  is  true  that  the  habits  and  characters  of  the  inmates  of  the  houses  are  of  the 
worst  kind,  but  they  have  no  privies,  and  the  open  drain  of  this  Dean  is  the  common  recep- 
tacle for  every  thing,  in  a part  of  the  yard  where  the  fronts  of  the  houses  are  not  more  than 
eight  feet  distant  from  each  other.  There  is  no  possibility  of  ventilation  either  in  the 

rooms  or  the  court-yard,  and  probably  no  part  of  Newcastle  is  more  crowded.” 

* # * # # 


W.  Lee,  Esq.,  C.E. 


19th  Jan.  1854. 


Extracts  from 
Reports,  September 
1853. 


“ is  a flagged  passage  where  every  morning  there  are  large  accumulationsof 
ordure  from  the  houses,  because  the  people  have  no  privies.  'I'here  had  been  about  four 
deaths  at  my  first  visit. 

“ Nearly  the  first  death  in  Newcastle  during  the  present  visitation  was  that  of  i\Ir.  T. 
Heveredge  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  an  elderly  man  strong  and  healthy,  a small  grocer 
in  good  circumstances;  his  niece  resided  with  him  and  she  also  died,  as  also  did  another 
person  in  the  yard  behind.  Some  surprise  has  been  expressed  because  no  local  cause  had 
l)een  discovered;  I found,  however,  that  the  privy  is  within  six  feet  of  the  window  of  a back 
living  room,  with  a sleeping  room  over  it,  and  although  it  was  only  a large  wooden  box,  yet 
it  was  quite  full  at  the  time  of  my  examination,  and  if  any  wind  could  get  to  it  the  etfluvium 
must  be  blown  into  the  house. 

“ Cox  Chare  is  one  of  the  very  numerous  alleys  in  this  ]iart  of  the  town,  full  of 
inhabitants.  Some  men  were  engaged  here  at  the  time  of  my  visit  emptying  a large 
quantity  of  solid  filth  out  of  the  cellars.  'I’his  included  rotting  eels,  fisii-bones,  straw, 
oyster-shells,  and  other  garbage,  amounting  to  some  cart-loads.  On  in(|uiry  of  the 
peo])le  who  Ha'c  over  it,  1 was  Informed  tliat  it  had  not  been  emptied  out  for  years. 

“ Saiuhjdte  is  a long  street,  with  narrow  alleys  on  both  .>^idcs,  and  a population  of 
.some  thousands  ol'  j)crsons,  living  in  old  dilapidated  houses,  the  greater  ]>art  of  which 
are  framed  of  wood  with  overhanging  ii])per  stories,  and  a separate  family  for  almost 
every  room;  tlie  common  entrances  and  stairs  are  l're«inently  filthy,  dark,  and  dangerous, 
I do  not  think  there  is  one  ]>rivy  to  every  hundred  tenements,  but  when  such  an  appur- 
tenance exists,  it  is  generally  cither  under  the  stairs,  or  there  are  living  and  sleeping 
rooms  on  each  side  with  only  the  walls  as  a se])aration,  and  bed  rooms  and  living  rooms 
over  it.  'I'hc  eniuvium  has  often  no  escape  but  into  the  rooms  ; broken  windows,  indus- 
triously filled  with  rags,  and  low  door-w'ays,  through  which  one  must  stoop  to  ]>ass,  ai'e 
the  only  openings  to  hundreds  of  dark  and  dismal  single  rooms  where  the  ])oor  occupants 
slec[)  and  eat  and  drink  and  die,  where  the  sun  never  shines,  and  the  fresh  air  never 
entei's;  where,  in  many  instances,  a few  pence  would  purchase  all  that  is  usually 
included  in  the  term  ‘ goods.’ 

“ Many  of  these  alleys,  locally  called  ‘ chares,’  are  ])aved  with  boulders,  and  tlie 
open  joints  in  the  rouuded  stones  present  a constant  surface  of  foul  evaporative 
moisture  ; chamber  utensils,  slops,  and  filth  of  all  descrij)tions  are  emptied  into  these 
gutters,  and  the  whole  condition  of  the  district  physically,  socially,  and  morally,  is 
ittdescrlbable.” 

* » * # * 

“ (Cor])oration  middenstead  already  described.) 

“ White  Board  Entry  is  a very  narrow'  abominable  jilace,  full  of  tenements  and  filth, 
without  any  possibility  of  ventilation  ; five  [)ersons  have  already  died,  and  I saw'  two  w'omen 
approacliing  collapse;  one  of  them  had  oidy  the  wall  between  her  head  and  the  midden. 

“ In  certidn  places  where  the  old  deans  or  watercourses  (which  arc  now'  otdy  imperfect 
sew'ers)  cross  the  streets,  there  are  often  untrapped  gratings.  'I'hese  are  very  much  com- 
plained o(  by  those  who  live  in  the  adjoining  houses,  not  only  because  of  the  ordinary  sewer 
eflliivinin,  l)ut  also  because  persons  all  round  the  neighbourhood,  having  no  privies,  bring 
their  utensils  and  empty  them  in  these  gullies,  until  all  the  bars  and  the  surface  around  are 
covered  with  human  ordure.  'I'he  sight  is  sufficiently  sickening  and  disgusting,  but  it  is 
itidicatlve  of  much  more,  when  we  consider  tliat  such  vessels  are  ol  necc'ssitv  in  the  only 
room  occupied  night  and  <lay  l)y  parents  and  ehildiam,  the  latter  freqnentlv  giown  up; 
that  the  rooms  cannot  be  ventilated;  and  that  such  vessels  have  to  be  kept  in  the  smne 
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rooms  until  they  can  be  conveniently  emptied.  On  tlie  quay  tlie  grailngs  are  more 
numerous  and  are  said  to  be  all  covered  with  ordure  in  the  morning  from  tlie  emptving  of 
utensils  diiriim  the  nisht. 

C5  O 

“In  Pepper  Corn  Chare  and  other  chares  coming  down  to  the  quay,  the  rooms  on  the  upper 
floors  of  the  buildings  nearly  meet.  The  cholera  has  been  very  malignant  in  all  this  quarter. 

“ Corporation  privy  and  urinals  have  been  already  described. 

“ District  between  Blenheim  Street,  Marlborough  Street,  the  Cattle  Market,  ami  JVestgate  Hill. 
— The  principal  streets  have  been  well  set  out,  of  good  width,  and  are  ceucrallv  paved  with 
boulders  and  the  footpaths  flagged. 

“The  buildings  are  not  lofty,  and  there  are  no  manufactories  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
In  the  principal  streets  most  of  the  houses  are  set  back  and  have  small  gardens  or  areas  in 
front.  Walking  along  these  thoroughfares,  any  stranger  capable  of  judging  would  pro- 
nounce the  locality  as  one  of  the  most  healthy  in  Newcastle,  and  all  natural  and  apparent 
circumstances  from  such  an  examination  would  concur  in  the  conclusion.  Tvphus  fever  or 
cholera,  or  other  epidemic  disease  ought  never  to  have  existed  in  the  neighbourhood  ; and 
never  would  have  done  but  for  the  criminal  cupidity  of  builders,  and  the  absence  or  non- 
enforcement of  proper  regulations. 

“The  back  ground  between  the  east  side  of  Blenheim  street,  throughout  its  whole  length, 
and  the  next  important  thoroughfare  parallel  to  it,  is  no  more  than  sufficient  fur  the 
appurtenances  of  the  front  houses  and  adequate  ventilation. 

“ From  a desire  to  obtain  the  largest  possible  rental  from  the  smallest  possible  surface  the 
whole  of  this  back  land  has  been  filled  with  inferior  houses,  built  up  into  narrow  pestilential 
lanes,  and  attempted  to  be  dignified  by  the  names  of  Temple-street,  Peel-street,  Westmore- 
land-place,  &c.  After  witnessing  the  awful  destruction  of  human  life  in  this  locality  within 
the  last  month,  it  is  Impossible  to  repress  the  strong  feeling  of  indignation  which  arises  from 
a conviction  that  it  was  all  entirely  preventible. 

“ Hundreds  of  these  newly-built  tenements  ought  to  be  Immediately  closed  by  the  local 
authorities  as  \infit  for  human  habitation. 

“ They  are  generally  unpaved,  undrained,  and  without  even  surface  gutters.  The  slops 
from  the  houses  stagnate  and  sink  into  the  soil.  In  some  instances,  behind  the  front  rows 
there  are  'small  sunk  courts  with  foul  privies  close  to  the  doors ; but  in  a very  large  pro- 
portion the  privies  are  under  the  same  roof  as  the  houses,  and  very  often  with  the  same 
external  door.  These  horrible  places  are  on  the  lowest  floor,  frequently  below  the  street, 
with  bed-rooms  on  both  sides  and  above,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  deadly  emanations 
rising  direct  up  the  well  of  the  stairs  and  filling  every  room.  In  a house  only  two  stories 
above  the  ground  there  will  be  six  “tenements”  or  rooms  and  six  families,  each  paying 
sufficient  rent  for  a separate  cottage.  In  the  basement  will  be  two  families  and  the  privy, 
with  a large  open  vault  the  receptacle  of  everything  offensive  and  injurious;  on  the  ground 
floor  two  other  families,  and  on  the  chamber  floor  two  more  families. 

“ This  is  especially  the  ease  in  Peel-street,  and  few,  if  any,  of  the  houses  have  been 
without  ffital  cases  of  cholera.  Behind  one  side  of  the  street  the  windows  are  within 
about  two  feet  of  the  backs  of  other  houses,  and  the  builder  has  not  le!t  himself  sufficient 
ground  iqion  which  proper  privies  could  possibly  stand. 

“ 'I'his  life-destroying  property  may  be  shortly  but  truly  described  as  unpaved,  uiulrained, 
unventilated,  over-crowded,  in  whicli  the  poor  occupants  are  compelled  night  and  day  to 
drink  water  unfit  for  washing  their  floors,  and  to  breathe  the  products  of  the  decomposi- 
tion of  tlieir  own  excrements.” 

* * *-  * -i-  * 

“ Haltwhistle. — Haltwhistle  is  situated  nearly  on  the  summit  ridge  between  Newcastle 
and  Carlisle,  and  the  town  contains  the  union  workhouse  and  about  ‘2,000  inhabitants.” 

“It  will  be  known  to  your  Honourable  Board  that  the  union  of  this  name,  and  of 
whlcli  the  town  of  Haltwhi,stle  is  the  centre,  has,  along  witli  the  neighbouring  unions 
of  Bellingham  and  Glendale,  a lower  average  rate  of  mortality  than  any  other  locality 
in  England  and  Wales.  I am  not  aware  that  any  calculations  have  been  made  iqjon  the 
census  of  1851;  but  upon  that  of  1841  the  rate  of  mortality  in  a population  of ‘27,028 
persons  was  only  14'65  to  a tliousand. 

“ The  mortality  of  Carlisle,  only  22  miles  west  and  containing  3(5,000  persons,  was  at 
the  same  time  nearly  26  to  a thousand.  At  Hexliam,  only  fifteen  miles  east,  with  a 
population  of  5,000,  the  mortality  was  “257  to  a thousand;  and  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  the 
mortality  was  at  the  same  time  within  a fraction  of  30  to  a thousand. 

“ The  latitude  of  all  these  districts  is  the  same,  and  Haltwhistle  is  a mining  as  well  as 
an  agricultural  district.  I state  only  the  result  of  personal  experience  and  examination 
when  I say,  that  the  lower  rate  of  mortality  in  Haltwhistle  is  mainly  attributable  to  an 
atmosphere  unpolluted  with  the  emanations  from  decomposition  of  ox’ganic  matter. 

“ In  consequence  of  a communication  addressed  to  you  stating  that  cholera  had  ap- 
peared at  Haltwhistle,  Dr.  Gavin  and  I proceeded  there  from  Newcastle  on  the  2Gtli 
September,  to  examine  the  place  and  advise  with  the  local  authorities. 

* * * * * * 

“ This  escape  of  Haltwhistle  appears  as  remarkable  as  does  the  fearful  mortality  in  the 
neighbouring  towns.  The  ])estilence  certainly  A’isited  the  place,  but  did  not  find  the 
inliab’.tants  depressed  in  vital  power,  and  thus  predi-sposed  to  the  disease,  d'he  secondary 
cat  ses,  of  air  and  water  polluted  by  cesspools,  by  Ibul  drains  and  by  accumulations  of 
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refuse,  had  no  existence  in  Haltwliistle.  A few  cases  of  the  premonitory  stage  of  the  disease 
only  afforded  proof  tliat  it  had  been  there,  but  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a footing.” 

* * * * *■  * 


*2 Id.  Have  you  any  notes  witli  reference  to  the  condition  of  Blackett-street  or 
Northuinberland-street  — I tliink  not,  those  are  in  one  of  the  better  parts  of  the  town, 
inhabited  by  more  opulent  people,  I think  ; and  the  disease  was  not  so  intense  there,  and 
did  not  rerpiire  so  much  of  my  attention. 

215.  1 liave  in  my  hand  tlie  llegistrar-General’s  statement,  sltowing  the  rates  of 
mortality  in  1839,  184f5  and  1847  to  have  been  above  30,  36  and  32  2>er  mill  respectively, 
and  in  1853,  43’3  per  mill.  Can  yon,  from  your  personal  Inspections  of  the  town  of 
Newcastle,  and  from  your  general  experience  in  matters  of  this  kind,  state  to  the  commis- 
sion, what  local  causes  you  think  may  have  led  in  a greater  or  less  degree  to  that  high 
rate  of  mortality? — 1 think  I ought  to  say  first  to  the  commission  that  I consider  from  my 
experience  the.se  rates  of  mortality  to  be  excessively  high. 

216.  Did  vou  in  the  year  1851  prepare  a pamphlet,  entitled  “ Summary  of  experience 
on  disease,  and  comparative  rates  of  mortality”  ? — 1 did,  if  the  commission  wish  to  have  a 
copy  of  it,  they  shall  be  furnished  with  it. 

217.  Is  that  your  pamphlet  ? f handing  a pamphlet,  to  the  witness )—\X  is. 

218.  Do  you  now  confirm  the  st:itements  there  made  as  to  the  rates- of  mortality  in  the 
districts  there  mentioned  ? — So  far  as  1 can,  that  is  to  sa}',  that  the  statistics  are  taken 
from  the  returns  to  the  registrar  general. 

219.  d’o  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief  those  statements  as  to  the  comparative 
rates  of  mortality  in  other  places  arc  correct  and  true? — Certainly,  and  all  the  other 
statements  in  this  pamphlet  also. 

220.  Yon  put  that  in  on  the  same  terms  as  before,  allowing  ns  to  make  such  use  of  It  as 
may  seem  re(iuslte  for  the  jnirposes  of  the  commission? — Yes. 

Extracts  front  the  above  Pamphlet. 

* * * * ♦ * 
Deductions  and  Conceusions. — 1 have  now  given  as  condensed  a a Icw  as  possible  of 
the  great  mass  of  evidence  accumulated  on  the  first  or  medical  part  of  the  subject. 

“ Before  proceeding  to  the  statistical  part  of  the  (piestiun,  1 wish  to  draw  tl;e  attention  of 
vonr  llononrable  Board  to  several  important  considerations  arising  from  what  has  been 
already  said. 

“ I.  Preventible  diseases  are  the  conse(|nences  of  the  decomposition  of  unremoved  animal 
or  vegetable  matter,  or  both,  vitiating  the  atmosphere  which  the  Inhabitants  of  the  place 
are  compelled  to  breathe.  The  same  maladies  are  produced  by  the  decomposition  of  iin- 
removed  animal  or  vegetable  matter  in  the  smallest  villages  as  in  the  hugest  cities,  and  the 
malignancy  and  fatality  has  no  rateable  connection  with  the  size  of  the  place,  but  only  with 
the  intensity  of  the  malaria.  This  is  abundantly  shown  by  all  that  has  been  said  of  the 
destructive  ravages  of  fever,  &c.  in  small  towns,  atal  even  villages,  In  various  parts  of  the 
country.  It  follows,  that  diseases  of  the  class  termed  jtreventihle  arc  not  inherent  in,  essential, 
or  even  /teculiar  to,  places  of  poptdation. 

“If  it  be  stated  that  there  is  in  towns  much  sichness  and  mortality  incidental  to  trade 
avocations  and  accidents,  altogether  unconnected  with  any  arrangements  i’or  water  supply, 
drainage,  or  other  public  works,  1 reply,  that  though  the  above  remarks  were  intended  only 
to  apply  to  such  evils  as  are  within  reach  of  the  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  yet  it 
would  be  easy  to  show  that  nearly  all  the  diseases  arising  from  trade  avocations,  as  well  as 
by  liir  the  larger  proportion  of  what  ai'e  commonly  called  accidents,  might  be  [irevenled. 

“A  further  objection  i.s,  that  the  ventilation  of  towns  can  never  be  eipial  to  that  of  country 
places.  Although  the  ventilation  of  houses  or  other  buildings  forms  a necessary  part  of  a 
good  sanitary  system,  it  is  tis  much  needed  by  every  individual  house  in  the  country  as  in  a 
town.  External  or  street  ventilation  can  only,  however,  become  necessary  as  a consequence 
of  defective  public  arrangements,  and  the  necessity  for  it  can  only  continue  by  supposing  a 
continuation  of  a bad  system.  Such  ventilation  i.s  precisely  analogous  to  the  flushing  of 
old  sewers  in  the  metropolis.  In  both  caisos  fold  and  injtirious  matters  arc  supposed  to  be 
produced,  to  stagnate,  and  to  accumulate  ; and  then,  in  each  case,  a fluent  current  is 
retiuiia'd  for  the  removal  of  the  obnoxious  matter.  Purify  the  air  by  the  immediate 
removal,  before  decomposition,  of  all  organic  and  other  rel'use  capable  of  producing 
malaria,  and  town  ventilation  will  be  little  re(|nircd,  irrespective  of  the  forms  of  streets, 
courts,  Nc.,  and  the  density  of  buildings.  I make  no  reference  here  to  internal  ventilation 
of  buildings,  because,  whether  in  town  or  country,  the  rooms  in  which  a like  nundicr  of 
persons  pass  ;ui  e(|iial  nnmber  of  hours  would  eiiually  rctpiire,  lor  healthy  respiration,  that 
the  atmus[)hcre  should  be  frequently  rciu'wcd. 

“ In  the  compai  ison  of  town  and  country,  the  greater  density  of  poptdation  in  the  former 
afford.s  hicilities  lor  more  pc-rfect  drainage,  better  supplies  ol'  water,  and  more  prompt 
medicid  tusistance  thiiii  can  be  h.ad  in  any  mere  couutiy  vilhige;  while  iilmosL  every 
c;mse  of  di.sease  that  can  be  conceived  to  exist  in  towns,  but  not  in  country  places,  is  of  a 
removable  nature. 

“ On  a review  of  my  experience  I can  find  no  valid  reason  ichy  toivns  should  be  more  unhealthy 
than  the  most  salubrious  sjtot  in  the  kingdom. 

D 


W.  Lee,  Esq.,  C.E. 
19th  Jan.  1854. 


18 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


, R'.  Lee,  Esq.,  C.E. 
19th  Jan.  1854. 


Extracts  from 
Summary  of 
Experience  on 
Disease,  &c. 


“ II. — Of  all  preventible  diseases,  typhus,  in  its  various  forms,  is  the  greatest  scourge 
with  which  these  islands  are  afflicted.  The  most  permanent,  the  most  fatal,  the  most 
costly,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  witnesses  who  have  come  before  me,  one  of  the 
most  easily  subjugated  by  improved  sanitary  arrangements. 

“The  incursion  of  a pestilence  like  cholera  seems  for  the  moment  to  excite  alarm,  and 
arouses  men  from  their  lethargy  ; butgenerally  they  sink  again  into  inactivity  as  soon  as  the 
immediate  danger  is  passed.  With  fevers  and  other  English  epidemics  carrying  off  constantly 
greater  annual  numbers  than  even  an  attack  of  the  cholera,  the  great  masses  of  our  town 
populations  seem  to  say,  ‘ Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die.’ 

“It  has  been  estimated  that  50,000  persons  fall  victims  annually  to  typhus  fever  in  Great 
Britain.  My  investigations  have  been  confined  to  England  and  Wales,  and  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  estimate  is  very  much  too  low;  that  one  half  of  all  the  existing 
disease  and  mortality  is  in  excess,  and  p>reveniible.  The  statistics  herein-after  given  fully 
prove  the  fact. 

“III. — My  inquiries  during  the  two  years  included  in  this  summary  extended  to  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  from  Kent  and  Wiltshire,  in  the  south,  to  the  north  of  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire;  and  from  Wales  to  the  county  of  Norfolk.  The  result  is  that  in  every 
direction  I found  the  active  operations  of  death;  viz.,  dead  organic  matter  busily 
assimilating  living  organic  matter  to  itself.  The  process  is  declared  to  be  to  a great  extent 
controllable,  and  within  certain  limits  preventible : and  yet,  in  almost  every  instance  quoted, 
it  has  been  going  on  for  years,  silent,  unchecked,  and  comparatively  uncared  for,  except 
in  the  bitter  reminiscences  and  present  suffering  of  the  bereaved  and  the  afflicted.” 

*■  * * * * * 


Vital  Statistics. — “It  is  now  my  duty  to  compare  the  i-ates  of  mortality  in  the  towns 
and  places  visited,  with  their  condition  at  other  periods,  and  also  with  other  towns  and 
districts,  so  that  from  a variety  of  aspects  the  rateable  excess  may  be  moi’e  clearly  seen, 
and  an  approach  made,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  that  inevitable  mortality  of  the  country  which 
should  form  the  basis  of  future  legislation,  and  be  the  continual  and  ultimate  object  of  all 
executive  authority. 

“ I should  have  been  unable  to  do  this  now  had  I not  adopted  at  the  first  a mode  of 
extracting  and  tabulating  registration  returns  first  used  by  Mr.  Chadwick,  many  years 
before  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  I have  adhered  to  that  mode  invariably, 
because  experience  has  proved  it  to  be  the  best;  aud  I am  thus  able  not  only  to  place 
under  similar  headings  all  my  data  collected  during  two  years,  but  also  to  avail  myself  of  a 
large  amount  of  information,  the  result  of  his  labours. 

“ Many  of  the  statistical  facts  which  I shall  have  to  bring  before  your  Honourable  Board 
are  of  the  most  startling  character;  but  thly  all  point  to  localized  filth,  accom- 
panied with  moisture,  as  the  great  causes  of  disease  and  death.  Were  it  possible, 
I would  avoid  tables,  but  when  a great  number  of  places  and  circumstances  have  to  be 
compared  and  contrasted,  this  mode  of  illustration  is  absolutely  necessary. 

“i  must  further  premise,  that  from  some  of  the  40  places  visited  in  1849  and  1850  I 
could  not  obtain  returns,  from  some  few  the  data  was  incorrect,  and  several  were  incomplete 
as  to  the  whole  of  the  columns. 

“ In  these  tables  I have  omitted  everything  upon  which  I could  not  confidently  rely,  and 
the  whole  of  the  information  is  drawm  fi  om  official  sources. 

“Table  No.  1.  relates  to  3*2  of  the  places  visited,  and  shows  the  population  of  each,  the 
rate  of  mortality  per  thousand,  the  prevalent  diseases,  the  general  avocations  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  physical  contour  and  geological  character  of  the  district. 


General  Table  No.  1. 


Y ear. 

Parish  or  Place. 

Physical 

Contour. 

Geological  Strata. 

Population. 

Staple  Avocations. 

Rate  of 
Mortality 
per  1,000. 

Prevalent  Diseases. 

r 

Market  liar-  "I 

1841  J 

borougti  - 1 

Great  Bowden  - [ 

Undulating 

Gravel,  loam,  & clay 

4,133 

Agriculture  - 

20 

Typhus  and  low  fever. 

1 

Little  Bowden-  j 

1841 

Ashby  - de  - la  - 

Ditto 

Sandstone 

5,208 

Agriculture,  coal 

19-77 

Low  fever  and  malignant  typhus. 

Zouch. 

mining. 

1841 

East  Retfoi’d  -"I 

Flat  - 

Alluvium 

2,682 

Agriculture  - 

22 

Low  fever  and  rheumatism. 

1841 

West  Retford  - 1 

Flat  - 

Drift  gravel  - 

618 

Ditto  - 

12-94 

Low  fever  and  chest  affections. 

1841 

Clarboroiigh  - [ 

Undulating 

Clay  - 

2,229 

Ditto  - 

17-94 

Endemic  fever  and  epidemic  ty- 

1841 

Orsdall  - - j 

Flat  - 

Drift  gravel 

955 

Ditto  - 

10-47 

phus. 

Low  fever. 

1841 

Swaffhani 

Undulating 

ChaUt  . - - 

3,358 

Ditto  - 

22-35 

Low  fever,  chest  diseases,  and 

cancer. 

1848 

Loughborough  - 

Level 

Red  marl  & gravel 

11,000 

Hosiery  Ss  weaving 

28 

Endemic  typhoid  and  maUgnan 

typhus. 

1848 

Knighton  - 

Hilly-  - 

Slaty  stone  - 

1,417 

Agricultm-e  - 

12 

Pulmonary,  low  fever,  & typhus. 

1848 

Epsom 

Undulating 

Gravel  and  chalk  - 

4,200 

Ditto 

19-52 

Continued  fever  and  typhus. 

1848 

Ilolbeach  - 

Level 

Sea  warp 

5,000 

Ditto 

25 

Ague  and  typhus. 

1848 

Newcastle-under- 

Undulating 

Sandstone  & marl  - 

10,432 

Hats,  shoes,  and  siUc 

26 

Typhus  & all  preventible  diseases. 

1 

Lyme. 

! 

manufacture. 
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Year. 

Parish  or  Place. 

Physical 

Contour. 

Geological  Strata. 

Population. 

Staple  Avocations. 

Rate  of 
Mortality 
per  1,000. 

Prevalent  Diseases. 

1848 

Burslem  - 

Undulating 

Coal,  clay,  and  marl 

17,503 

Pottery 

27-54 

Typhus  and  all  preventible  dis- 
eases. 

1848 

Ely 

Undulating 
and  level. 

Sand,  peat,  and  clay 

7,491 

Agriculture  - 

32-57 

Low  fever,  ague,  typhus,  and 
ehest  diseases. 

1848 

Nantwich  - 

Plat  - 

Sandstone,  marl,  &c. 

6,323 

Shoes  and  gloves  - 

27-50 

Typhus  and  all  preventible  dis- 
eases. 

1848 

Litton 

Mountainous 

Carboniferous  lime- 
stone. 

864 

Agriculture  &frame- 
work  knitting. 

28-9 

Low  and  scarlet  fevers. 

1848 

Great  Yarmouth 

Level 

Sea  sand 

26,434 

Fisheries,  silks,  &c. 

22-40 

Low  and  scarlet  fevers  and  chest 
diseases. 

1848 

Gaywood  - 

Level 

Clay  and  silt 

1,176 

Agriculture  - 

11-05 

Typhus  fever. 

1848 

Uiss 

Undulating 

Clay,  sand,  & chalk 

3,461 

Ditto 

18-2 

Low  tvphoid  fever. 

1849 

Reading  - 

Undulating 

Clay,  sand,  & chalk 

22,716 

AA'^eaving,  iron  -work, 
and  agriculture. 

30 

Typhus,  small-po.v,  aud  all  pre- 
ventible diseases. 

1848 

Gainsborough  - 

Plat  - 

AA’arp  and  gravel  - 

8,096 

Maritime 

34-09 

Typhus  & all  preventible  diseases. 

1848 

Alfreton  - 

Hilly- 

Coal  measures 

8,842 

Collieries,iron-works, 
frame-work  knit- 
ting. 

20-35 

Typhus  aud  low  fevers,  scarlatina, 
measels,  &e. 

1849 

March*  - 

Level 

Silt,  peat,  & gravel 

6,300 

Agriculture  - 

33-01 

Ague,  cholera,  consumption,  and 
t^-phns  fever. 

1849 

Selby*  - 

Level 

Loam,  cla3%&  gravel 

6,100 

Sail-cloth, &c.  mari- 
time. 

.39-34 

Cholera,  typhus,  and  all  prevent- 
ible diseases. 

1848 

Walsoken  - ^ 

Level 

.Sea  -warp 

3,150 

Maritime  & agricul- 
tural. 

23-80 

Endemic  tvphoid  fever,  ague. 

1849 

AVisbech*  - ) 

Level 

Sea  warp 

9,500 

Maritime  & agricul- 
tural. 

37-68 

Cholera,  t^  phus,  ague,  and  con- 
sumption. 

1849 

Norwich*  - 

Undulating 

Gravel  and  chalk  - 

64,548 

AVoollens,  silks,  and 
cottons. 

26-03 

Typlms,  low  fever,  scarlatina, 
erysipelas,  &e. 

1849 

AVorksop  - 

Undulating 

Gravel  and  magne- 
sian limestone. 

6,7  67 

Agriculture  & malt- 
ing. 

07*0 

Typlms  and  low-continued  fever. 

1849 

Rotherham  - ^ 
Kimberworth*-  1 

Undulating 

T.o wer  new  red  sand- 
stone. 

6,446 

Hardware  and  col- 
lieries. 

22- 

Endemic  low  fever,  typhus,  scar- 
latina. 

1849 

Undulating 

Coal  measures 
I'otal 

5,932 

262,881 

Ditto  Si  agriculture 

25*9 

Tyjihus,  low  fever,  scarlatina, 
measles,  &c. 

* The  cholera  deaths  are  included  in  the  returns  for  these  towns,  luit  not  in  the  returns  from  any  of  the  others.  'I'he  same  remark  will  be 

applicable  to  the  other  tables  in  which  the  names  of  these  towns  occur. 


“ I have  to  remark  upon  tliis  table,./!V.sY,  tlie  confirmation  of  what  lias  been  already  stated, 
— that  typhus,  in  all  its  various  forms  ol  low  fever,  typhoid  fever  and  malignant  typlms,  is 
the  one  pre-eminent  destroyer  of  the  English  people.  In  the  columns  of  jirevalent  diseases 
it  exists  in  every  place,  large  and  small,  whatever  may  be  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  without  reterence  to  the  geographical  position,  or  contour,  or  the  nature  of  the  soil. 
The  conclusion  is  inevitable,  i'u.\t  tyimil's  I'Kvnii  is  i;ssi;x  ri.\u,v  indkpendknt  oi’  am,  'i  iir, 

CIRCUMSTANCES  COMPRISED  IN  THIS  TAIII.E, 

“ 1 would  observe,  sccond/i/,  that  there  is  really  no  connection  between  density  of 
population  and  a high  rate  of  inorlality.  'Phis  is  apparent  from  the  whole  table,  showing 
that  in  the  three  smallest  [ilacesthe  rates  of  mortality  are  to  each  other  aso,  6,  and  14.  In 
eight  places  of  Irom  o,(H)0  to  7,000  each,  the  deaths  vary  from  under  ‘20  to  very  nearly  40 
to  1,000  of  the  population.  '1  here  are  five  towns  with  a mortality  exceeding  30  to  1,000, 
but  not  one  of  them  contains  10,000  inhabitants.  In  six  places  the  rates  of  mortality  are 
nearly  equal,  but  the  proportionate  population  of  each  is:  Litton  1,  Nantwicb  7,  Worksop 
8,  Loughborough  1*2,  Burslem  ‘20,  Norwich  74.  1 might  adduce  other  proof  of  the  (act, 

but  it  is  unnecessary. 

“ Ihirdli/f  It  has  been  frequently  stated,  in  extenuation  of  the  excessive  mortality  of 
manufacturing  districts,  that  trade  occiqiations  exercise  considerable  influence  on  health. 
1 he  table  proves  that  some  other  cause  must  be  found.  If  the  column  of  staple  c'lvocations 
be  divided  into  three  classes,  manufacturing,  maritime,  and  agricultural,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  mortality  in  manulacturlng  districts  ranges  from  ‘20  to  30  in  1,000,  in  the 
maritime,  from  ‘2‘2  to  30,  and  the  purely  agricultural,  from  about  11  to  33  in  1,000.  In 
the  five  towns  having  a mortality  above  30  to  1,000  there  arc,  in  general  tenus,  no 
manufactures  carried  mi.  I conclude  that  the  staple  avocations  of  the  inhabitants  are 
incapable  of  producing  any  a[)preciable  effect  upon  the  n'eneral  rate  of  mortality  in  any  town. 
It  follows  collaterally,  that  no  ajipreclabk'  elfect  will  be  produced  on  tiie  amount  of 
disease. 

Fonrf/dif,  it  appears  generally,  that  where  there  is  mucii  moisture,  such  as  in  level 
districts,  with  a (lamp  tenacious  soil,  the  rates  of  mortality  are  high.  In  otlier  words, 
where  NEi  rill.R  THE  WATER  Nor  THE  EILI  H IS  REMOVED  HV  DRAINAGE,  IHE  GUI  Al'EST 
DESTRUCTION  TAKES  PLACE.” 

* * * * * * 

“Deterioration  in  the  Sanitary  (Condition  of  many  Towns.— Before  proceeding  to 
compare  the  places  vi.sited  with  others  differently  conditioned,  I may  point  out  the  ra|)id 
deterioration  that  has  taken  place  in  those  from  whence  I have  been  able  to  obtain  returns 
extending  over  a scries  of  years.  I attribute  this,  without  any  hesitation,  to  the  cause 
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already  mentioned ; namely,  unremoved  decomposing  organic  matter ; in  other  words, 
absence  of  drainage. 

“ The  cesspool  and  open  privy  system,  the  siir.'ace  gutters,  and  stagnant  pools  and  ditches, 
perform  a cumulative  work,— that  of  saturating  the  whole  subsoil  of  towns.  Perfect  satu- 
ration, when  the  whole  mass  in  any  case  would  become  a dungheap,  is  but  a ouestiou  of 
time.  In  every  place  I have  visited  the  earth  is  tainted,  and  the  evaporations  from  its 
surface  poison  the  r/zr  which  the  inhabitants  are  compelled  to  breathe;  in  most  towns  the 
accumulated  filth  already  percolates  to  the  wells,  and  pjollutes  the  water  which  the  people 
are  compelled  to  drink,” 

******* 

“ Conclusions. — I have  to  lay  before  your  Honourable  Board  the  following  conclusions 
on  this  part  of  my  summary  : 

“ 1.  That  typhus  fever  in  its  varied  forms,  of  low',  continued,  typhoid,  and  malignant 
typhus,  is  the  one  great  pre-eminent  scourge  of  this  country. 

“ II.  That  typhus  is  essentially  independent  of,  and  unconnected  wiilg  geograplgical 
position,  climate,  physical  contour,  geological  strata,  or  other  uncontrollable  circumstances. 

“ III.  That  there  is  no  intrinsic  connection  between  density  of  population  and  a high 
rate  of  mortality. 

“ IV.  T'hat  the  staple  avocations  of  tlie  people  are  incapable  of  pi'oducing  any  appreci- 
able effect  on  the  general  rate  of  mortality  in  any  town. 

“ V.  That  where  neither  surplus  water  nor  organic  filth  is  removed  by  drainage,  there 
the  greatest  destruction  takes  place  without  reference  to  any  other  considerations,  and  the 
rates  of  mortality  are  directly  proportionate  to  the  badness  of  the  drainage. 

‘‘VI.  That  the  sanitary  condition  of  tow'ns  has  rapidly  deteriorated;  and  this  deteriora- 
tion is  the  consequence  of  a cumulative  process  of  saturation  going  on  in  the  sites  of  such 
towns. 

“ VII.  Statistical  analysis  proves,  that  the  inevitable  mortality  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  is  not  probably  greater  than  the  proportion  of  10  to  1,000  of  the  population  per 
annum. 

“ VIII.  T'he  analysis  of  vital  statistics  proves  that  the  existing  annual  mortality  in 
differently  conditioned  parts  of  the  same  town  varies  from  17  to  45  in  1,000, 

“ IX.  That  the  deduction  of  the  deaths  arising  from  preventible  diseases  from  the  whole 
deaths  leaves  an  inevitable  mortality  of  only  11  to  1,000;  and  that  this  is  nearly  a constant 
quantity  in  healthy  and  unhealthy  districts. 

“ X.  The  more  specific  the  analysis,  the  greater  is  the  amount  of  excessive  mortality 
disclosed, 

“ XI.  Tliat  in  the  towns  visited,  taking  all  circumstances  into  consideration,  one  half 
the  attainable  period  of  human  life  is  lost  to  all  who  are  born. 

“ XI.  That  the  towns  visited  fairly  represent  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  towns  in 
England  and  Wales.” 

Pecuniary  Loss  from  Preventible  Sickness  and  Mortality.  The  primary  result  of  bad 
sanitary  arrangements  being  excessive  disease  and  mortality,  these  in  their  turn  become 
the  causes  of  enormous  pecuniary  loss  to  every  community.  The  poor  again  are  the 
chief  sufferers;  but  the  more  wealthy  and  influential  inhabitants  do  not  escape  with  the 
same  degree  of  immunity  from  the  financial  consequences  of  sanitary  neglect,  as  from 
preventible  disease.” 

* ^ * * * 

“ Conclusions. — I.  That  though  the  poor  are  the  chief  sufferers,  yet  no  class  of  society 
escapes  the  pecuniary  consequences  of  preventible  disease. 

“ II.  T'hat  the  poor  rates  are  largely  increased  by  the  direct  payments  on  account  of 
excessive  sickness  and  mortality, 

“ III.  That  preventible  sickness  and  mortality  are  amongst  the  most  fruitful  sources  of 
permanent  and  hereditary  pauperism. 

“ IV.  That  a considerable  proportion  of  the  funds  of  medical,  and  many  other  charities, 
are  expended  on  cases  of  preventible  sickness  and  its  consequences. 

“ V.  That  the  use  of  narcotics  and  habits  of  drunkenness  are  in  numerous  instances 
developed  and  increased  by  defective  sanitary  arrangements. 

“ VI.  That  a large  portion  of  the  premiums  paid  lor  life  assurance  is  due  to  the  high 
rates  of  mortality  caused  by  preventible  disease. 

“ VII.  That  a great  number  of  sick  and  friendly  societies  have  been  broken  up  by 
preventible  sickness  and  mortality,  and  that  the  destruction  of  such  societies  generally 
is  threatened  by  the  same  cause. 

“VIII.  That  in  twenty-nine  of  the  places  visited,  the  pecuniary  loss  upon  one  year’s 
excessive  sickness,  funerais,  and  lost  labour,  is  about  equal  to  the  first  cost  of  complete 
•w'orks  for  water  siqiply  and  drainage  in  the  same  places;  the  basis  of  comparison  being  the 
existing  rates  of  mortality  in  sixty-one  unimproved  whole  registration  districts,  containing 
above  a million  inhabitants.” 


221.  Adverting  to  the  conclusions  in  this  pamphlet  expressed,  do  you  consider  these  in 
your  opinion,  excessively  high  rates  of  mortality  in  Newcastle,  to  be  owing  more  or  less  to  the 
want  of  sewerage,  the  want  of  drainage,  the  insufficiency  of  the  water  supply  and  so  on  ? — 
Yes;  as  to  the  water  supply,  I should  say  so,  in  general  terms,  but  subject  to  the  remarks 
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which  I may  have  to  make  to  the  Commission  afterwards.  I would  not  at  present  be 
understood  as  condemniii"  altogetlier  tlie  water  supply.  I vvish  to  say,  in  reference  to 
Haltwhistle,  Glendale  and  Belliiigliam,  M'liicii  are  mentioned  in  that  pamphlet,  that  the  rates 
of  mortality  there  are  very  sliglitly  over  14' 6 in  1,000  per  annum  ; and  that  1 had,  while 
here,  to  visit  Haltwhistle  officially  on  the  part  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  and  found 
that  the  arrangements  for  medical  attendance  throughout  the  whole  of  those  districts  were 
so  inadequate,  that  every  one  of  the  guardians  had  to  be  supplied  with  cholera  medicines, 
in  order  that  he  mi<fht  have  a district  in  which  to  administer  those  medicines  himself. 
That  is  one  important  point  in  I’espect  of  which  towns  ought  not  to  liave  so  excessive  a 
mortality  over  the  country  as  they  have.  In  towns  every  arrangement  for  the  preservation 
of  life  and  health  may  be  so  systematised  that  not  only  may  all  dead  organic  matter  be 
immediately  removed,  but  in  case  of  illness,  assistance  can  be  immediately  obtained.  Not- 
withstanding those  facts,  however,  there  are  whole  registration  districts  in  the  vicinity  of 
Newcastle,  with  only  about  one-third  the  mortality  of  Newcastle  during  this  last  year. 

222.  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  town  districts  ought 
perhaps  to  be  subject  to  a less  mortality  than  country  districts  ? — There  are  reasons  why 
it  should  be  so;  though  it  will  be  a long  time  befoie  we  shall  arrive  at  any  such  result.  I 
know  of  no  reason,  however,  why  the  health  of  any  town  should  be  more  unfavourable  than 
that  of  a country  district. 

223.  Ccctcris  paribus  you  think  that  the  facilities  which  a town  affords  in  respect  of 
medical  assistance,  obtaining  drugs  and  so  on,  ought  in  theory  to  tend  to  reduce  the  town 
mortality  below  the  country  mortality;  but  that  in  practice  it  is  very  different? — It  is  so, 
so  far  as  the  medical  attendance  is  concerned.  So  far  also  as  the  public  arrangements  for 
drainage,  water  supply,  and  so  on  are  concerned,  a town  will  always  have  the  advantage  of 
the  country.  The  fact  is,  that  the  town  atmosphere  is  poisoned,  the  country  atmosphere 
is  not. 

224.  That  comes  very  near  an  answer  to  the  question  1 originally  asked  you,  viz.  what 
local  causes  do  you  believe  to  have  been  at  work  in  swelling  the  mortality  of  this  town  in 
the  three  years  1831),  184G  and  1847  to  above  .30,  .30  and  32  per  mill,  and  in  the  last  year  to 
above  43  ]>er  mill — 1 cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  any  year  before  1853. 

225.  Gan  you  form  no  opinion  from  what  yon  saw  in  185.3? — I shouUl  say  certainly, 
judging  from  experience  and  from  what  1 saw  in  1853,  that  the  mortality  has  been 
aggravated  and  increased  by  the  })resence  of  unremoved  dead  organic  matter. 

22(1.  1 have  here  also  a statement  by  the  Uegistrar  General  as  to  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  rate  of  moi  tality  arising  from  zymotic  diseases  only,  during  a certain  number  of 
years.  Is  it  your  opinion,  Ironi  your  cx])crience  in  these  matters,  that  that  class  of  diseases 
is  sj)ccially  liable  to  be  mitigated  or  i educed  in  extent  by  sanitary  j)recautions  ? — Most 
certainly,  1 have  ibund  them  varying  in  different  disti'icts  in  the  proportion  of  nearly  20  to  1, 
and  that  pro])ortion  has  corresponded  widi  the  relative  presence  or  absence  of  such  decom- 
posing organic  matter.  In  a healthy  district  I have  found  the  proportion  of  deaths  from 
zymotic  diseases  to  be  from  1 in  400  iq>  to  500  per  annum.  In  very  unhealthy  localities 
from  1 in  50  up  to  1 in  25. 

227.  'I'hcn  would  you  consider  these  rates  of  mortality  from  zymotic  disease  to  be  high  ? 
— Exceedingly  so. 

228.  And  do  you  think  that  any  portion  of  that  mortality  might  have  been  prevented  by 
adequate  sanitary  measures  belbrebaiid  ?— I cannot  have  a doubt  of  it. 

221).  Do  you  notice  in  the  position  or  the  climate,  or  in  the  natural  circumstances 
attending  the  physical  situation  of  Newcastle,  anything  that  ought  to  give  rise  to  such  an 
excessive  mortality? — Certainly  not,  I think  Newcastle  ought  to  be  a very  healthy  place, 
and  I think  the  proof  of  it  is  found  in  the  fact  of  its  being  in  the  same  latitude  and  in  the 
same  neighbourhood  as  three  extensive  unions,  having  about  the  lowest  rates  of  mortality 
in  England. 

230.  What  trades  and  occupations  are  followed  principally  in  these  remarkably  healthy 
districts  ? — Mining  and  agriculture. 

231.  Is  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  population  a mining  population? — I am 
unable  to  say  what  proportion,  but  1 know,  fiom  having  passed  through  those  districts,  that 
mining  o|)crations  are  carried  on  there;  but  1 am  not  aware  that  mining  operations 
necessarily  involve  a large  proportion  of  mortality,  and  if  they  did,  this  would  not  appear 
under  the  head  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  but  rather  under  the  head  of  deaths  from 
other  than  natural  causes. 

232.  Did  you  at  all  notice  the  geology  of  the  district  while  you  were  here? — I did  to 
some  extent:  so  far  as  my  more  pressing  duties  would  allow  me.  Newcastle  is  situated  on 
the  carboniferous  system,  having  a soil  partly  of  clay  and  partly  of  a sandy  loam. 

23.3.  Would  yon  consider  that  a sod  which  specially  required  drainage  to  make  it 
healthy? — Undoubtedly,  the  clay  soil  because  of  its  reteiitiveness  of  moisture,  and  the 
sandy  f*nil,  because  the  ])ercolation  there  going  on  would  be  only  a matter  of  time  until  the 
superficial  [lart  had  become  saturated,  when  such  percolation  must  cease  and  the  surface 
become  little  more  than  a dimgliill. 

2.34.  Did  you  notice  the  peculiar  form  of  house  construction  in  .some  parts  of  this  town, 
in  respects  of  coui  ls  and  banks,  and  chares  as  they  are  termed  ? — 1 did,  you  will  find 
it  mentioned  in  the  reports  of  inspection  to  which  I have  referred. 

235.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  the  effect  which  that  form  of  house  construction  has 
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W.  Lee,  Esq.,C.E.  on  the  public  health  in  respect  of  ventilation,  &c? — I think  that  one  whole  district  in 

Newcastle  is  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation  : and  if  you  will  allow  me  I will  just  read  a 

19th  Jan.  1854.  remark  or  two  which  I have  made  upon  it. 

— 226.  What  district  is  that  ? — It  is  a district  which  has  been  known  as  tbe  Sandgate 

district.  I will  give  you  my  opinion  in  the  words  I addressed  to  the  sanitary  committee. 

237.  What  was  the  opinion  which  you  expressed  there? — As  follows — “When  this 
dreadful  visitation  shall  have  passed  away  you  would  do  well  to  pave  the  whole  of  the 
courts,  alleys  and  passages  in  the  diseased  districts;  but  I think  you  woulel  do  still  better  to 
remove  the  wretched  human  beings  who  may  survive  in  the  whole  district  between  Sand- 
hill and  the  east  end  of  Sandgate,  and  then  to  bombard  and  destroy  the  whole  of  the 
buildings  situated  there.  I am  convinced  that  by  such  means  only  will  you  be  able 
completely  to  dislodge  the  causes  of  the  present  awful  mortality.” 

238.  Do  you  confirm  that  opinion  now  ? — 1 do. 

239.  Do  you  believe  that  any  improvement  in  respect  of  opening  up  the  ends  of  courts, 
and  making  sewers  and  drains,  knocking  out  fastened-up  windows  and  so  on,  can  ever 
render  a block  of  houses  so  radically  misconstructed  fit  for  human  habitation  in  a sanitary 
point  of  view  ? — I am  sure  that  they  cannot  be  rendered  suitable  habitations  for  human 
beings.  I would  not  say,  of  course,  that  if  one  or  two  houses  had  all  the  buildings 
around  them  cleared  away,  it  would  not  be  possible  then  to  make  tliem  so  that  human 
beings  could  live  in  them ; but  speaking  in  terms  as  exact  as  are  generally  used,  I should 
say  that  the  whole  of  the  buildings  of  that  district  ought  to  be  removed. 

240.  In  how  many  towns  of  the  kingdom  do  you  think  you  could  find  a block  or  group 
of  houses  of  the  same  size,  equally  misconditioned  in  a sanitary  point  of  view? — 1 think  1 
have  visited  officially  some  hundred  towns ; and  I could  find  no  place  with  respect  to 
which  I could  institute  a comparison  ; except,  perhaps.  Great  Yarmouth,  where  there  is  a 
part  of  the  town  having  similar  narrow  passages. 

241.  Is  Great  Yarmouth  situated,  as  Newcastle  is,  on  a steepish  slope,  or  succession  of 
ups  and  downs  ? Or  is  it  on  a dead  level  ? — Comparatively  on  a dead  level,  the  town  of 
Great  Yarmouth  is  erected  on  a sand  bank  which  has  been  thrown  up  entirely  by  the  sea, 
but  there  are  so  many  radical  points  of  difference  in  favour  of  the  district  to  which  I allude, 
in  Great  Yarmouth,  that  really  the  cases  are  not  parallel  ; because  the  people  who  reside 
in  those  passages  and  small  court-yards  have  their  cottages  to  themselves  almost  entirely, 
and  they  are  all  provided  with  privy  accommodation,  and  their  health  is  very  much  better. 
Therefore  on  the  whole  I know  of  no  parallel  case  to  this  district  of  Newcastle,  nothing 
so  bad. 

242.  You  are  sure  of  that  fact,  that  all  things  considered,  you  know  of  no  group  of 
houses  in  any  other  town  in  the  kingdom  which  is  in  so  totally  unfit  a state  for  human 
habitation  as  Sandgate  in  Newcastle  .'' — I know  of  none,  considering  its  size. 

243.  Could  you  find  some  small  spots  in  other  towns  equally  bad? — I could;  very  small 
spots,  and  with  a corresponding  destruction  of  human  life  attaching  to  them. 

244.  What  would  be  the  comparative  size  of  those  equally  bad  districts  in  other  towns  ; 
would  they  be  half  as  big  or  a quarter  as  big  as  Sandgate  ? — No,  nor  one-tenth  part.  I can 
refer  to  a small  place  in  the  town  of  Nantwich,  in  Cheshire,  where  there  may  be  200  or  300 
persons,  and  in  one  house  I found  nine  persons  dying  of  cholera,  in  1849,  in  that  district. 

245.  But,  the  size  of  the  districts  considered,  you  know  nothing  approaching  to  the  case 
of  Sandgate? — Nothing.  In  Newcastie-irnder-Lyme,  in  a small  district,  having  a popula- 
tion, it  may  be,  of  400  or  500,  and  the  population  some  of  them  Irish  people,  as  they  are 
here,  there  was  a very  great  mortality  in  1849,  while  I was  there.  But  I know  of  nothing, 
for  its  extent,  so  awfully  defective  as  this  Sandgate  district  anywhere. 

246.  Taking  the  cities  of  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh,  which  are  generally  supposed  to  be  in 
a bad  sanitary  state,  could  you  find  anything  parallel  or  approaching  to  a parallel  to  dis- 
tricts in  this  town  ? — I have  never  made  a very  close  examination  of  the  whole  of  either  of 
those  towns;  but  I have  seen  in  Edinburgh,  small  parts  in  the  Wynds  and  Closes  about 
the  Canongate,  and  also  small  parts  of  Glasgow,  quite  as  bad  as  Newcastle.  I would  not 
speak  so  positively  as  to  the  towns  in  Scotland,  because  I have  not  visited  them  with  the 
same  oflficial  authority. 

247.  Then  you  do  not  say  that  there  are  no  such  districts  in  these  towns,  but  that  you  do 
not  know  of  any  ? — I was  speaking  before  of  England,  where  the  Public  Health  Act  was  in 
operation.  It  does  not  apply  to  Scotland,  and  1 should  wish  that  the  remarks  which  I 
made  before  should  be  considered  as  being  confined  to  England  and  Wales. 

248.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland  ? — I am  not. 

249.  Or  with  Liverpool? — I am  acquainted  with  Liverpool.  I made  an  examination  of 
every  house  and  place  where  cholera  had  been  present  only  about  three  weeks  ago ; there 
having  been  about  150  deaths  in  Liverpool  within  the  last  six  weeks.  There  is  not  any- 
thing in  Liverpool  nearly  so  bad. 

250.  Had  you  occasion  on  your  recent  visit  to  this  town  to  pay  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  water  supply,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  ? — I was  instructed  to  examine  the  water- 
works and  to  inquire  as  to  the  supply.  I went  up  to  the  works  and  saw  that  the  storeage 
reservoirs  were  very  nearly  empty. 

251.  At  what  date  was  this? — The  29th  of  September. 

252.  You  found  the  reservoir  very  low ; but  did  you  make  any  examination,  and  have 
you  any  opinion,  as  regards  the  quality  of  the  water  delivered  for  use  in  Newcastle  at  the 
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time  you  were  there? — I will  state  first  generally,  that  I examined  the  works;  I examined 
also  the  water  being  delivered  within  the  town.  I requested  the  attendance  of  the  secretary 
of  the  company  and  the  resident  engineer,  and  took  from  them  some  evidence  which  I will 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  Commission.  I also  took  samples  of  the  water  myself  and  sent 
them  to  town  and  had  them  analysed. 

*250.  When  ? — On  the  same  day,  the  *29th  of  September. 

254.  From  what  sources  did  you  take  that  water — from  reservoir,  or  from  stand-pipe,  or 
where  ?- — 1 took  two  gallons  of  water  from  the  open  conduit  leading  from  the  Pont;  no  water, 
or  comparatively  none  was  then  flowing  from  any  of  the  reservoirs;  they  were  nearly 
empty. 

255.  Flowing  from  the  Pont  through  a certain  cut  towards  the  reservoir,  is  that  so  ? 
— Through  a certain  cut  towards  the  town. 

26G.  Does  not  it  go  into  the  reservoir  before  it  reaches  the  town  ? — It  was  only  passing 
then  into  a very  small  reservoir  below  the  storage  reservoirs  sufficient  to  keep  the  end  of 
the  pipe  covered. 

257.  {Mr.  Bateman.) — It  goes  into  the  reservoir  first? — Yes. 

258.  {Chairman.) — You  took  two  gallons  of  water  from  a cut  through  which  the  Pont  water 
was  running  into  the  reservoir;  what  did  you  do  witli  it? — I may  say  that  those  samples 
of  water  were  taken  as  I usuall}'  take  them  ; the  bottles  were  new, — the  corks  were  new, — 
the  bottles  were  previously  rinsed  out  with  water  of  the  satne  kind  that  was  about  to  fill 
them,  and  I closed  them  and  sealetl  them  myself  and  dispatched  them.  I took  a similar 
bottle  also  of  water  from  a service-tap  at  the  Central  Hotel;  I took  another  similar  bottle 
of  water  from  the  River  Tyne  at  the  point  where  the  water  had  been  raised  for  the  supply 
of  the  town  up  to  the  15th  of  September. 

259.  Who  told  you  that  that  was  the  spot;  how  did  you  know  that  it  was  the  spot? — It 
was  pointed  out  to  me. 

2()0.  Ry  whom  i — By  one  of  the  inspectors  of  nuisances. 

261.  Whom? — I believe,  Mr.  Charlton;  but  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

26*2.  Were  the  officers  of  the  water  company  present  i — They  were  not  present.  The 
person  in  charge  of  the  reservoirs  was  present  when  I took  the  bottles  of  water  from  the 
Pont. 

26.‘).  But  the  rest  of  the  water  was  taken  by  you  without  the  presence  of  the  water  com- 
pany?—It  was. 

264.  What  tlid  yon  do  with  the  water  which  yovi  thus  obtained  ? — I sent  it  to  London. 

265.  At  what  period  of  the  tide  did  you  take  this  water  from  the  Tyne? — A little  below 
half-tide. 

266.  {Mr.  Bateman.) — IIalf-ebl)or  half  flood? — Below  half-ebb. 

267.  {Chairman.) — What  did  you  do  with  the  water  ? — I sent  the  whole  of  those  samples 
to  I.ondon,  and  1 have  here  ;i  co[)y  of  the  analysis  of  them  made  by  Mr.  Flolland,  who  is  a 
medical  man  and  a chemist. 

268.  This  purports  to  be  a copy  ? — Yes. 

269.  Have  you  the  original  ? — I have  not  the  original. 

270.  Did  you  receive  the  original  ? — No;  I received  that  as  being  a copy.  I know  it  to 
l)c  a copy,  because  I know  the  hand  of  the  co])vist,  and  the  manner  in  which  those  things 
are  copied.  I ctui  take  care  that  the  Commissioners  have  the  original  if  they  wish.  I do 
not  think  there  is  any  importance  to  be  attached  to  this  analysis,  except  this  simple  fact, 
that  I had  another  analysis  ot  water  furnished  to  me  by  the  secretary  of  the  company  as 
having  been  made  by  Mr.  Ilerapath,  and  I hiive  seen  ;i  third  analysis  of  the  water,  as 
given  in  the  prospectus  of  the  water  company  ; and  all  the  three  vary  considerably  as  to 
the  component  [)arts  of  the  water. 


“ 'Fo  William  Lek,  Esq.,  C.K.,  &c.,  8cc.,  tkc. 


“ Report  of  an  Examination  of  Three  Specimens  of  Water  from  Newca.Me. 

“ I hese  specimens  w'cre  sent  in  tw'o-gallon  stone-ware  bottles,  securely  corked,  sealed, 
and  numbered  1,  2,  and  .3. 

“ No.  I.  W'as  not  clear,  was  .slightly  tinged,  contained  fragments  of  broken  straw, 
sand,  fine  earthy  matter,  wlilch  quickly  subsided,  and  thousands  of  visible  Insects. 
U had  no  evident  smell  or  taste. 

“ On  eva])oration  24’.3  grains  per  gallon  of  solid  matter  w^ere  left,  consisting  of 


Silica,  iron,  alumina  - . - traces. 

Carbonate  of  lime  - - - - 8'2 

Svdphate  of  lime  - - - - 6'3 

Carbonate  of  magne.sia  - - - ,3  6 

Chloride  ol  sodium  - - - ] -2 


Organic  matter 


24-3 

“ I he  hardness  was  17;^  degrees  after  dilution,  to  .show  the  latent  hardness  of  the 
magnesia. 

“ 1 lie  specimen  No.  2 was  less  turbid  than  No.  1;  some  very  fine  brownish-grev 
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W Lee,  Esq.,  C.E.  sand  was  deposited  on  standing ; it  is  free  from  colour,  smell,  and  taste,  but  contains 
numerous  visible  insects. 

19th  Jan.  1854.  « On  evaporation  21'7  grains  per  gallon  of  solid  matter  were  left  consisting  of 


Silica,  iron,  &c.  - . _ trace 

Sulphate  of  lime  _ _ _ 5-4 

Carbonate  of  lime  - - - 71 

Carbonate  of  magnesia  - - - 3'4 

Chloride  of  sodium  - - - - 1 *3 

Organic  matter  - - - - 4’5 


2 1-7 


The  hardness,  after  dilution,  was  degrees. 

“ This  is,  practically  speaking,  identical  with  specimen  No.  1,  diluted  with  a larger 
propc'.tion  of  rain  water. 

No.  3 was  tinged,  had  much  deposit,  of  greenish  vegetable  matter,  which,  after  some 
days’  exposure  to  the  air,  became  brownish  red.  This  water  had  a disagreeable  smell 
like  that  of  Thames  mud.  It  is  a smell  like  that  of  sewage,  after  the  sulphuretted  hydi'Ogen 
and  ammonia  are  fixed  or  removed. 

“ On  evaporation  19‘2  grains  per  gallon  of  solid  matter  were  left  consisting  of — 


Iron,  Alumina,  silica,  &c.'  - - 0'2 

Carbonate  of  lime  - - - 6'9 

Sulphate  of  lime  - - - - 3'2 

Carbonate  of  magnesia  - - - - 2'5 

Chloride  of  sodium  - - - 1-5 

Organic  matter  - - - 5 2 


19-2 


“ The  hardness  was  12  degrees. 

“ This  water  has  a taste  as  if  it  were  brackish,  which  is  not  the  case;  the  quantity  of 
sea  salt  which  it  contains  is  not  enough  to  be  so  perceptible  as  it  appears  to  he.  I'lie 
taste  is,  I believe,  occasioned  by  organic  matter  in  process  of  decomposition. 

“ 'Though  there  is  no  positive  evidence  of  these  waters  being  in  an  unwholesome 
condition  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  which  they  contain  is  such,  that  they  may  easily 
become  so,  if  they  are  not  so  already.  Specimen  No.  3 must  be  considered  dangeroiis, 
and  the  others  are  hardly  safe.  In  an  economical  point  of  view  none  of  the  water  can 
be  I'ecommended  for  the  supply  of  such  a town  as  Newcastle,  unless  indeed  (as  is  most 
improbable)  softer  water  is  not  to  be  obtained  within  20  miles.  'The  annual  loss  to  th‘e 
town  from  using  water  so  hard  as  these,  would  pay  the  Interest  of  a very  large  capital 
expended  for  getting  properly  supplied. 

“ It  is,  however,  obviously  impossible  to  change  the  source  of  supply  immediately;  the 
safest  plan  will  be,  to  direct  all  persons  obliged  to  drink  this  w'ater  to  boil  it  before 
doing  so;  this  will  soften  it  considerably,  and  arrest  the  decomposition  of  organic  matter 
that  may  be  in  process  of  change.  Lime,  properly  employed,  will  efi'ect  the  same  objects, 
but  is  less  suited  for  popular  use.  If  one  part  of  lime  water  (i.e.  water  containing  as 
much  quick  lime  as  it  will  dissolve)  be  mixed  with  about  12  parts  of  specimen  No.  1,  or 
13  of  No.  2,  a large  part  of  the  lime  and  magnesia  will  be  separated  together  with  some 
of  the  organic  matter,  and  the  rest  rendered  harmless.  Properly  managed,  this  process 
would  effect  a great  improvement  in  the  water.  After  mixing  the  lime  solution 
thoroughly  with  the  water,  it  must  stand  some  houi’S  to  allow  the  chalk  which  will  be 
found  to  subside,  the  purification  is  much  greater  than  any  that  can  be  effected  by 
filtering.  An  excess  of  lime  will  be  improper. 

(Signed)  “ P.  H.  Hoi.l.vnd. 

“ Whitehall,  October  24th,  1853.  * 

“ P.S. — The  specimen  No.  1 is  softened  to  7 degrees  by  boiling,  and  to  6^  by  precipi- 
tation of  the  carbonates  by  lime.  The  precipitates  were  in  both  cases  much  discoloured 
by  organic  matter.” 

271.  You  did  not  yourself  make  any  analysis  of  the  water,  and  you  are  not  competent 
yourself  to  speak  as  to  the  actual  quality  of  the  water  and  its  effect  upon  the  public 
health  ? — No. 

272.  What  impression  did  you  form? — 'The  impression  which  I formed  was  that  the 
w ater  had  not  been  of  good  quality,  nor  had  been  in  sufficient  quantity  for  some  time ; 
but  that  this  had  not  contributed  to  the  intensity  of  the  epidemic  to  such  an  extent  as  had 
been  supposed  by  many. 

273.  It  was  slightly  unfixvourable  ? — It  was  unfavourable ; it  was  an  element  of  the  aggra- 
vating circumstances.  I think  there  is  sufficient  proof  of  that  in  a document  which  1 will 
put  in  to  the  Commission.  I received  this  from  Mr.  Main,  the  secretary  of  the  company, 
on  the  3rd  of  October. — “ With  reference  to  the  interview  which  I had  uhth  you  on  Satur- 
day,’’ says  Mr.  Main,  “andjhe  complaints  which  bad  been  made  to  you  respecting  the 
quality  of  the  water  at  present  supplied  by  this  company,  I beg  to  say,  that  the  discolora- 
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tion  which  was  obsei’ved  in  the  water  one  or  two  days  last  week  was  caused  by  the  high 
winds  lasliing  the  water  against  the  sides  oftlie  reservoirs:  tlie  depth  of  water  being  at 
present  unfortunately  below  the  stone  penning;  in  consequence  of  which  the  water 
becomes  discoloured  with  sand  but  witli  nothing  of  a deleterious  nature.”  Now  the  collecting 
ground  of  the  company  consists  of  land,  a considerable  projiortlon  of  which  is  cultivated, 
and  some  of  it  arable  land,  and  there  must  be  to  some  extent  organic  matter  brought 
down  from  thence  into  those  storage  reservoirs,  d'hat  mineral  and  organic  matter  will 
settle  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  storage  reservoirs  ; and  it  must  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence therefore  that,  when  the  reservoirs  are  very  low  and  the  wind  is  lashing  tlie  water 
about,  the  water  must  become  turbid  and  that  there  must  be  something  more  than  mere 
sand;  that  it  woukl  in  fact  practically  become  unfit  for  dietary  purposes. 

*274.  Did  you  pay  any  attention  to  the  state  of  the  sewers  so  as  to  have  any  intimate 
knowledge  of  them? — Ves,  I examined  some  of  them  myself. 

275.  Pei’sonally? — Personally;  and  I took  evidence  from  the  town  surveyor,  which 
evidence  altogether  as  taken  I will  now  put  in,  ifyou  please,  and  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Main 
and  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  secretary  and  the  engineer  of  the  water  conqiany,  and  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Wallace,  the  town  surveyor  of  Newcastle. 

276.  You  are  awai’e  that  we  shall  ourselves  examine  those  very  gentlemen? — Certainly. 

277.  You  put  this  in  for  our  use  to  extract  therefrom  if  we  think  it  of  importance  ? — Just 
so.  I would  say  as  to  the  sewerage,  for  I would  make  a clear  distinction  between  sewerage 
and  drainage  for  present  purpose.s,  that  tlie  sewerage  of  Newcastle,  both  from  what  I saw 
myself  and  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  VV'allace,  is  exceedingly  defective. 

278.  Plave  you  frequently  personally  examined  the  sewers  in  other  places  ? — I have. 

279.  Comparltig  the  state  of  the  sewers  in  other  places  with  the  state  of  those  in  New- 
castle at  the  time  of  your  visit,  you  think  that  the  sewerage  here  is  defective? — I would 
rather  not  speak  comparatively  as  to  other  places;  but  the  sewerage  of  this  town  is  very 
defective;  and  I would  point  out  in  what  respect — viz.,  that  fretpiently  several  large  sewers 
with  very  great  Inclinations,  through  which  a man  could  pass  with  very  great  facility,  would 
fall  into  one  sewer  smaller  than  the  least  of  the  three  or  lour. 

280.  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  .say  that  you  have  found  branch  sewers  larger  than 
the  main  sewers  into  which  they  fall? — Yes;  Indeed  Mr.  Wallace,  in  his  evidence  before 
me,  himself  mentions  one  such  instance — viz.,  that  a 6 feet  by  4 feet  sewer  down  a part  of 
Dean-street  falls  into  a 5 feet  by  3 feet  sewer  in  the  Side  and  Sand-hill. 

281.  And  that  is  not  in  your  opinion  a desirable  state  of  things  ? — Certainly  not.  Then 
with  respect  to  drainage,  meaning  by  that  the  branch  drains  lor  houses  and  buildings, 
there  is  no  such  thing  in  Newcastle,  speaking  of  it  systematically. 

282.  There  is  no  systematic  drainage  ? — There  is  no  systematic  drainage  in  Newcastle, 
I found  none  anywhere;  no  means  by  which  animal  or  vegetable  refuse  or  cxcrementitious 
matter  can  be  removed  away — such  matters,  1 mean,  as  are  removable  in  water.  You 
will  .see  that  Mr.  Wallace  himself  stated  to  me  that  coni])aratively  very  few  houses  in  the 
town  have  any  connection  with  the  sewci's. 

283.  Does  the  defectiveness  of  the  drainage,  which  you  a.«sert,  apply  equally  to  the 
better,  as  to  the  w'orse  class  of  houses? — .Vs  far  as  my  ex])erieneo  extends  it  does;  but  I 
would  wish  the  Commission  to  bear  in  mind  the  exigency  of  the  time  when  I was  here, 
and  which  required  that  my  whole  attention  and  my  w hole  time  almost  should  be  given  to 
those  infected  districts,  where  the  disease  was  raging.  T herefore  I did  not  give  so  much 
attention  to  the  more  respectable  parts  of  the  place. 

284.  Did  you  visit  a good  number  of  the  houses  in  those  infected  districts  yourself  ? — 
I did;  I should  think  there  was  not  a court  or  place  that  I did  not  visit,  and  1 went  into 
many  hundreds  of  the  houses  themselves. 

283.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  those  houses  and  courts  generally  in  respect 
of  the  specific  points  of  privy  accommodation  and  ash-pit  accommodation,  the  frciiuency 
or  unfrcquency  of  their  being  emptied  and  (deansed,  and  their  state  generally? — In  the 
Sandgate  district  any  jirivy  accommodation  at  all  is  the  exception  ; and  it  was  almost 
impossible,  even  during  the  raging  of  the  epidemic,  to  place  the  feet  upon  the  ground  without 
pollution  from  cxcrementitious  matter — that  would  lie  so  far  even  as  the  chares  themselves 
wore  concerned — and,  within  the  tenements,  very  often  where  persons  were  dying  or  dead 
of  cholera  I found  the  utensils  that  had  been  used  in  the  night  with  the  contents 
unemptied,  and  the  stench  almost  stilling. 

' 286.  \ou  believe  that  those  remained  unemptied  from  want  of  tlie  places  into  which  to 

empty  them? — T here  were  no  such  place  s ; hut  the  contents  were  poured  out  upon  the 
surface  of  the  courts  or  streets.  Wherever  there  was  a gully  grating  (in  the  morning 
when  I went  out)  in  an}’  street,  the  whole  sjiace  aiound  it  lor  some  feet  would  l)e  covered 
with  excrementitions  mattex',  where  persons  had  brought  utensils  already  and  poured  them 
upon  the  gratings. 

287.  Did  you  find  the  accommodation  in  rcs[)ect  of  ash-pits  more  extensive? — No. 

288.  Do  you  think  that  the  scavenage  of  those  districts,  as  then  performed  in  the  height 
of  the  cholera  time,  was  satisfactory  ? — 1 must  do  the  sanitary  committee  the  credit  of 
saying  tliat  while  I was  here,  which  was  during  the  worst  part  of  the  pestilence,  evei’ything 
that  could  he  done  or  suggested  was  done  at  once.  A great  number  of  carts  and 
scavenger®  were  emploved  to  remove  these  offensive  matters  as  rapidly  as  possible ; 
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to  the 


Sandgate 


district  no  amount  of  scavenging  would  keep  the 


fV.  Lee,  Esq.,  C.E.  but  with  respect 
place  clean. 

19th  Jan.  1854.  289.  Are  there  any  other  districts,  such  as  Pandon,  which  are  equally  bad  with 

Sandgate  ; or  how  do  they  stand  comparatively  ? — Pandon  1 take  to  be  almost  a continua- 
tion of  the  Sandgate  district ; its  condition  is  similar. 

290.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  include  Pandon  in  your  description  of  Sandgate?  — 
Certainly. 

291.  {Chairman.)  I believe  you  have  devoted  a good  deal  of  attention  to  the  question 
of  churchyards  ? — Yes. 

292.  Did  you  pay  any  attention  to  the  then  state  of  the  churchyards  here? — Only  a 
very  cursory  examination,  for  several  reasons ; one  of  which  I have  already  given  to  the 
Commissioners,  viz.,  the  necessity  of  so  much  of  my  attention  being  given  to  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  houses;  and  secondly,  because  the  Provincial  Burials  Act  had 
then  recently  passed,  and  I knew  that  Dr.  Sutherland,  one  of  the  inspectors  appointed 
under  that  Act,  had  arranged  for  a visit  to  Newcastle  for  the  express  purpose  of 
examining  tlie  burial-grounds  here,  with  a view  to  their  being  closed;  therefore  I did 
not  feel  it  necessary  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  burial-grounds. 

293.  It  was  stated  by  Dr.  Headlam,  in  his  evidence,  that  in  his  opinion  cholera  pre- 
vailed [)retty  extensively  and  pretty  severely  in  what  he  called  healthy  districts  in 
Newcastle.  In  these  minutes  of  yours  of  the  23rd  of  September  you  state,  “ 1 would  say 
“ in  the  most  emphatic  language  I can  use,  that  in  no  case  did  I find  cholera  or  diarrhcea 
“ approaching  cholera,  without  finding  in  the  same  place  adequate  causes,  consisting  of 
“ unremoved  decomposing  organic  matter,  in  connection  with  moisture”? — That  is  the 
fact.  I confirm  that  fully. 

294.  Did  you  examine  all  the  seriously  infected  districts  personally  ? — 1 did  almost 
daily. 

295.  Would  you  say  that  there  was  no  such  seriously  infected  district  which  was  in  a 
healthy  condition  in  a sanitary  point  of  view? — I should  say  certainly  not ; there  was  none 
within  my  knowledge.  I think,  with  some  little  explanation,  I should  perhaps  not  differ 
far  from  Dr.  Headlam.  It  would  be  this,  that  a district  near  Blenheim  Street,  Westmore- 
land Lane,  Peel  Street,  and  a number  of  other  places  in  a part  of  the  town  comparatively 
recently  built  that  ought  to  be  very  healthy,  where  there  was  not  a clay  subsoil,  was 
made  exceedingly  unhealthy,  because  when  the  houses  were  placed  upon  the  ground  they 
were  too  densely  built  together,  and  such  privy  conveniences  as  there  were,  were 
positively  within  the  houses  themselves.  Peel  Street  might  be  taken  as  an  instance  of 
what  I refer  to ; that  part  of  the  town  ought  to  have  been  very  healthy,  but  it  has  been 
made  unhealthy  by  the  cupidity  of  the  persons  who  erected  the  houses,  and  by  the  want 
of  all  arrangements  having  reference  to  health. 

296.  Have  you  found  any  of  these  infected  districts  to  consist  of  houses  which,  from 
the  information  you  received,  you  have  reason  to  believe  have  been  recently  erected? — I 
should  suppose  from  their  appearance,  some  of  them  would  have  been  erected  probably 
eight  or  ten  years,  possibly  twelve  years  or  so,  but  within  twenty  years  at  the  most. 

297.  Many  of  those  in  Sandgate  having  stood  a very  much  longer  time? — A very  much 
longer  time. 

298.  Did  you  find  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  comparatively  new  houses  as  bad  or 
better  than  that  of  the  old  houses  ? — Where  the  epidemic  was  very  intense — in  the  highei- 
and  more  recently  built  part  of  the  town — the  intensity  was  an  internal  one,  so  to  speak, 
under  the  roofs  of  the  buildings  themselves.  In  the  Sandgate  district  it  pervaded  the 
whole  district;  everything  was  bad ; but  in  the  part  to  which  I refer,  about  Peel  Street 
and  all  that  quarter  of  the  town,  the  proximate  causes  of  the  epidemic  were  under  the 
roofs  of  the  buildings  themselves  to  a very  great  extent.  They  were  without  any  means 
of  ventilation,  and  therefore  the  foul  air  could  not  escape. 

299.  Do  you  consider  the  paving  sufficient  ? — That  is  variable  in  character.  In  the 
Sandgate  district  the  paving  chiefly  consists  of  shingle  or  boulder  stones,  very  unsuitable 
for  the  habits  of  the  people  and  for  the  constructive  character  of  the  appurtenances  of  the 
houses ; because  all  those  wide  interstices  between  the  paving-stones  serve  to  produce 
stagnation  of  refuse  matter,  even  when  there  is  an  inclination  of  the  suriace.  In  the 
other  part  of  the  town  that  was  so  severely  affected  there  was  no  pavement  at  all,  but  the 
mere  soil ; there  was  no  pavement  at  all,  generally  s[)eaking. 

300.  Reviewing  your  whole  experience  of  Newcastle,  would  you  consider  that  there  is 
any  district  of  the  town  which,  in  a sanitary  point  of  view,  is  so  well  provided  or  con- 
ditioned, as  reasonably  to  entitle  it  to  an  immunity  from  epidemics  in  a severe  form? — 

I must  give  you  an  answer  to  that  question  with  the  same  qualification  as  I have  used 
before,  viz.,  that  I was  so  confined  to  the  infected  districts  as  not  to  I'eel  myself  at  liberty 
to  go  much  into  parts  of  the  town  entirely  free  from  the  disease ; therefore,  I cannot 
speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  any  parts  of  the  town  of  Newcastle  that  were  entirely 
free  from  cholera;  and  therefore  I cannot  speak  as  to  the  causes  of  the  immunity. 

30 1.  Reverting  to  the  question  of  paving  or  non-paving,  had  you  an  opportunity  of  making- 
such  an  inspection  of  the  soil,  in  any  places,  as  to  ascertain  whether  it  had  been  in  any 
degree  contaminated  with  sewage  water  by  infiltration  from  above  ? — 1 had  no  excavations 
m^e  lor  that  special  purpose,  but,  speaking  from  experience,  I should  have  no  doubt  what- 
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ever  that  the  subsoil  is  extremely  polluted  with  offensive  matter,  especially  in  the  part 
which  is  unpaved. 

3<)’2.  Vou  spoke  of  Blenhcim-street;  what  is  the  character  of  that  street  as  regards  the 
width  of  it,  the  character  of  the  houses  in  it,  and  so  on  ? — Blenheim-street  is  more  than 
the  ordinary  width,  the  houses  are  not  lofty,  and  there  are  small  gardens  or  areas  in  front 
of  those  houses.  1 think  that  there  were  not  many  cases  of  cholera  in  Blenheim-street 
proper,  hut  rather  in  the  narrow  streets  that  have  been  improperly  inserted  between  it  and 
other  similarly  wide  streets. 

303.  In  narrow  courts  or  chares,  or  whatever  they  are  called  in  the  vicinity? — I'here  are 
no  chares  in  that  part  of  the  town.  There  were  not  many  cases  of  cholera  in  Blenheim- 
street  itself.  Blenheim-street  ought  to  he  a very  good  street  and  ought  to  be  very  healthy. 

304.  Did  you  inspect  the  town  of  Newcastle,  and  the  situation  generally,  with  sufficient 
accuracy  to  enable  you  to  state,  as  an  engineer,  whether  it  affords  facilities  for  proper  sani- 
tary works  in  respect  of  sewerage  and  drainage? — I have  rarely  seen  a town  more  capable  of 
being  drained  efficiently  and  economically  than  Newcastle. 

305.  That  is  your  deliberate  opinion  ? — That  is  my  deliberate  opinion  ; there  cannot  be 
a doubt  of  it. 

30G.  Did  you  look  into  any  of  the  sewers  and  inspect  their  actual  condition  ? — Yes,  I 
did. 

307.  What  was  that  condition  at  the  time  ? — In  some  places  I found  deposit.  There  were 
some  few  of  the  sewers  that  were  formerly  deans,  i.e.  brooks,  I think,  now  partly  open  and 
partly  covered,  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state, — in  a slate  capable  of  being  injurious.  I think 
in  these  inspection  reports  you  will  find  a reference  to  one  or  two  of  them. 

308.  Can  yoti  speak  pretty  confidently  to  the  general  state  of  the  sewers  here  ? Did  you 
make  such  an  inspection  as  would  enable  you  to  speak  definitely  upon  them? — Not  more 
definitely  than  I have  done,  I think.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  and  so  far  as  I 
could  judge  from  Mr,  Wallace’s  evidence,  the  sewerage  of  Newcastle  is  very  defective. 

309.  In  the  system  generally  or  individual  detail  only;  or  is  there  any  system? — I 
should  not  like  to  say  that  there  is  a system ; it  seems  to  have  been  put  on  piece  by  piece, 
or  piecemeal  as  people  sometimes  say,  just  as  it  happens,  without  any  consideration  of  the 
area  to  he  drained. 

310.  You  find  that  habitually  in  many  towns? — I do  not  often  find  it  the  case  to  such 
an  extent. 

31 1.  Did  you  inspect  any  sewers  constructed  quite  recently? — I am  not  able  to  say  as 
to  the  date  of  their  construction  at  all ; htit  I saw  one  in  course  of  construction. 

312.  Where  ? — Near  the  south  western  corner  of  the  cattle  market,  and  it  was  being 
made  egg-shaped  with  a flat  bottom  ; that  was  a form  which  I had  not  met  with  before,  and 
for  which  I was  not  aware  that  there  was  a ])reccdent. 

313.  You  do  not  think  that  a very  eligible  form? — Certainly  not;  I have  under  special 
circumstances  made  them  of  the  egg  form,  pointed  at  the  bottom,  and  have  known  of 
their  being  so  made;  but  never  egg-shaped  with  a flat  bottom. 

317.  (Mr.  Bateman.')  Does  not  it  depend  upon  the  fall  a good  deal  — It  depends  some- 
thing upon  the  fall,  no  doubt. 

318.  And  the  quantity  of  water  going  through  ? — Yea.  We  are  accustomed  to  consider 
that  a flat  top  and  bottom  with  straight  sides  is  the  worst  possible  form  of  sewer;  and  there- 
fore, taking  that  as  the  basis,  any  remove  from  it  should  be  a little  better ; but  a flat  bottom 
is  most  objectionable,  generally  speaking. 

319.  (Chairman.)  You  do  not  think  the  one  is  very  materially  better  than  the  other? — 
Not  very  mueh. 

320.  From  your  experience  would  you  say  that  that  is  the  form  of  the  sewers  in  this 
town  generally  ? — I think  not.  Mr.  Wallace  says  in  his  evidence,  “ We  are  making  one 
“ now  at  the  cattle  market.  I think  it  is  3 feet  6 high,  2 feet  9 wide,  and  a flat  bottom  of 
“20  inches.”  He  also  says,  “ The  sewers  arc  principally  of  brickwork. rf^ornetimes  of  stone, 
“but  not  often.  We  have  them  of  all  shapes,  but  of  late  years  we  have  jtrlncipallv  put 
“them  in  of  the  egg  shape.  VVe  have  such  a declivity  in  the  town  that  it  means  nothing 
“what shape  they  are;  they  will  wash  themselves  clean.  Not  all  the  sewers  in  the  town 
“are  clean  ; but  it  very  rarely  happens  that  we  need  clean  them  out.” 

321.  Do  you  remember  what  was  the  slope  or  Inclination  of  the  sewer  in  question? — 
I do  not ; there  is  a considerable  fall  no  doubt.  With  a considerable  fall  I should  not 
choose  to  make  an  egg-shaped  sewer  with  a flat  bottom. 

322.  The  fact  of  a considerable  inclination  does  not  altogether  remove  your  objections 
to  it  ? — Certainly  not. 

•32.‘j.  Referring  to  this  same  sewer,  did  you  notice  in  it  any  deposit  of  filth  at  the  time 
that  you  were  there  ? — There  vvas  none,  'I’liere  could  not  be,  because  it  was  only  in  course 
of  construction  ; no  sewage  had  passed  down  it. 

324.  As  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  is  rather  impugned  in  this 
matter,  we  would  wish  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  stating  whether  or  no,  as  an  officer 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  you  honestly  and  conscientiously  did  your  utmost  to  discharge  the 
duties  entrusted  to  you  ? — Most  certainly  1 did,  and  1 trust  that  no  person  in  Newcastle 
W'ouhl  call  that  in  (( nest  ion.  1 never  heard  that  it  was  so.  I need  not  say  to  the 
Commissioners  that  I came  here,  as  of  course  did  the  medical  inspectors  of  the  Board,  at 
a moment’s  notice,  with  rny  life  in  my  hands,  going  about  during  the  midst  ol  that 
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pestilence  incessantly,  inhaling  the  most  inteuseiy  infected  atmosphere  that  has  perhaps 
existed  in  this  country  since  the  Great  Plague,  and  that  something  might  be  inferred  from 
that  as  to  a desire  to  discharge  one’s  duty. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  1 can  only  .say  that  we  are  grateful  for  tlie  assistance  we  received 
from  Mr.  Lee,  and  I never  heard  it  breathed  that  any  one  doubted  his  usefulness  to  ns. 

{Mr.  Lee.)  1 think  1 said  to  tlie  Commission  (if  1 did  not  1 should  wisli  to 
do  so)  tliat  every  suggestion  of  mine,  except  the  bombardment  of  Sandgate,  was 
at  once  adopted  by  the  sanitary  committee,  and  carried  into  operation  mon 
vigorously ; and  1 am  grateful  for  that  appreciation.  1 would  wish  to  add  one  word 
upon  two  points.  1 omitted  in  my  evidence  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  a 
brief  report  presented  by  the  town  surveyor,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  palliative  remedies 
suggested  hy  myself;  1 mean  as  to  the  disinfecting  accumnlatlons  of  organic  reliise  bv 
burying  them  up  in  fresli  common  earth.  'Die  Commissioners  may  have  it  from  the  town 
surveyor  in  his  evidence.  It  is  of  importance  perhaps  in  a national  point  of  view,  if  this 
country  shoidd  be  afflicted  severely  with  cholera  during  the  next  year,  as  is  apprehended. 

02(>.  (Cliairmnn.)  What  was  tlie  other  point  ? — 'I’he  other  point  was  this  : to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  to  the  I'act  that  though  I am  willing  to  exonerate  the  water  company 
to  a very  great  extent,  from  grievous  (diargvs  which  have  been  made  against  them,  yet  during 
the  epidemic,  and  as  far  as  I know  nearly  through  the  wdiole  of  the  epidemic,  they  were 
selling  for  trading  ]mrposes  a very  large  quantity  of  water,  amounting  to  some  3,000,000 
gallons  ])er  w-eek.  I will  put  in,  if  you  please,  a return  from  Mr.  Main  ; but  vou  will  get 
it  from  him.  1 merely  wdsh  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  fact. 

'Ehe  fallowing  note  loas  afterwards  corninunicuted  hq  the  tcitness. 

8ir,  E.,  24th  Eehruary  1854. 

When  I stated  iti  my  evidence  that  Sandgate  was  without  a parallel,  I restricted 
myself  to  England  and  Wales,  not  having  at  that  time  made  such  an  examination  of 
.'Scotch  towms  generally  as  would  have  justified  me  in  a strong  opinion  respecting  them. 

.'Since  then,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  I have  made  specific 
examination  of  nearly  all  the  considerable  places  in  Scotland,  including  Edinburg, 
Glasgow,  Greenock,  Partick,  Paisley.  Airdrie,  llelth,  Haddington,  Dundee,  .St.  Andrews, 
Arbroath,  Aberdeen,  Campbellton,  &c. 

For  extent  of  area  and  utter  defectiveness,  Sandgate,  or  the  district  tliereabouts,  is  still 
incomparably  the  worst  place  I know  of  on  the  whole. 

r remain,  ivc. 

J. Burnley  Hume,  Esq.  Willia.m  Lee. 

Chairman,  tko. 


Robert  IIavvunsov,  Esq.,  C.  E.,  sworn: 

327.  {Chairman.)  V’ou  are  a superintending  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health? — I am. 

3*28.  In  the  engineering  department? — Yes. 

•*]'29.  For  how  many  years  have  you  been  so  ? — Since  the  formation  of  the  Board. 

33tf.  Had  you  previously  paid  any  attention  to  sanitary  matters? — Yes. 

Jol.  In  the  execution  of  your  duties  as  superintending  inspector,  have  you  inspected  a 
considerable  number  of  tow  ns  in  the  kingdom? — 1 have,  and  have  made  fifty-one  reports 
upon  the  towns  here  mentioned.  {Here  the  witness  handed  in  a list.) 

.‘33'2.  You  have  made  filty-one  reports,  I see,  with  refei'ence  to  about  thirty-nine 
dilferent  towns  which  have  been  inspected  by  you?- — 1 believe  about  that  number. 

333.  When  did  you  first  visit  Newcastle? — 1 Ausited  Newcastle  officially  on  Tuesday  the 
18th  of  December  1849. 

334.  You  were  sent  down  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  make  an  Inquiry  ? — I was. 

33.5.  Under  what  circumstances?  Petition  or  otherwise? — It  was  upon  the  mortality. 

336.  Owing  to  the  mortality  having  exceeded  the  rate  mentioned  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  of  twenty-three  per  thousand? — .hast  so. 

337.  Did  you  personally  inspect  the  town  ? — I did. 

338.  Pretty  generally  or  only  in  particular  districts? — I inspected  it  generally. 

339.  Did  you  also  take  evidence  as  to  its  condition  ? — I did. 

340.  Were  yon  enabled  to  form  a confident  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  such  as  you 
would  yourself  rely  upon  ? — I w'as. 

341.  Did  you  ever  make  a report  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  ? — I did. 

342.  At  what  date? — On  the  7th  March  1853 

343.  Not  until  then  ? — Not  until  then. 

344.  Is  it  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  to  defer  the  making  of  a report  so  long  ? — It 
is  the  only  instance  in  my  experience  of  so  long  a delay. 

345.  Can  you  explain  to  us  the  reasons  of  that  delay  ? — The  reasons  which  I have  to 
offer  are  these : It  was  the  first  town  in  which  I had  been  ordered  by  the  Board  to  make 
an  inqulr}'  without  a petition  or  memorial,  or  without  the  inquiry  being  in  some  way  pro- 
moted by  the  local  authorities.  At  the  time  I was  requested  to  make  the  inquiry  in  New- 
castle, 1 had  taken  some,  thirteen  inquiries,  I think,  in  succession. 
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o46.  Upon  petition  ? — Upon  petition  or  inemoria]  1 think  there  were  Ormskirk,  Carlisle, 
Penrith,  Mor[)eth,  Gateshead,  Sunderland,  Alnwick,  llerwick-ii])on-T\veed,  and  some  others. 

347.  Mainly  towns  in  tins  part  of  England  ? — In  this  })art  of  England. 

•348.  Is  it  optional  with  a superintending  inspector  to  make  a report  or  not,  after  he 
has  made  siicli  an  inquiry  ? — 1 sliould  say  not  optional;  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  business, 
where  a man  is  constantly  working,  as  I have  generally  been,  when  the  state  of  my  iiealtli 
would  permit  it,  from  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four — if  he  has  a choice, 
he  trenerallv  leaves  that  undone  which  he  thinks  will  be  of  the  least  use.  Now,  I telt  satis- 
lied  that  any  report  which  I miglit  write  on  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  so  far  as  the  local 
authorities  were  concerned,  would  be  a dead  letter  ; and  as  I was  urged  daily  and 
weekly  bv  other  parties  promoting  inquiries  in  other  places,  I gave  my  attention  entirely 
to  those  places  which  did  promote  them;  and  again  the  Public  Health  Act  is  not 
equally  applicable  to  all  cases ; and  Newcastle  is  one  of  those  places  to  which  it  could 
not  have  licen  applicable,  if  1 had  written  a report.  One  of  the  evils  connected  with 
Newcastle  at  that  period  was  tlic  limited  boundary  ; now,  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
there  is  a provision  for  extending  boundaries ; but  1 may  say-  that  itwould  have  been 
impossible  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  as  Newcastle  was  situated,  to  extend  the 
boundary  ; therefore  I considei  cd  that  a local  .Act  was  necessary.  It  has  been  said  that 
inspectors  of  the  Hoard  of  Health  always  find  occasion  to  report,  and  also  always  find  occasion 
to  recommend  the  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  'I'hat  certainly  is  not  true;  for  in 
Sunderland  also,  owing  to  its  being  similarly  situated,  (the  boundary  being  limited,  and  the 
corporation  wishing  to  extend  the  lioundary)  I told  them  that  the  Public  Health  .Act  would 
not  serve  them  in  that  instiince.  I'hey  applied  accordingly  i’or  a private  .Act,  and  they  urged 
me  to  write  a report  to  facilitate  them  in  getting  that  prlvtitc  Act,  and  not  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  getting  the  Ptdillc  Hetilth  Act  applied. 

.34!).  Then  tio  1 rightly  understand  you  to  .«ay,  that  you  consider  that  the  main  object  of 
making  a report  would  have  been  the  introduction  or  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
to  Newcastle,  and  that  you  did  not  make  tliat  rejiort  because  you  thought  that  such  appil- 
laition  of  the  .Act  would  not  have  been  of  material  benelit? — Pecause  I knew  that  the 
requisite  extension  of  boundary  could  not  take  place;  and  I I'ell  satisfiefl  that  the 
Public  Healtli  .Act  would  he  received  apathetically  by  the  existing  authorities,  if  not 
oiiposed. 

How  did  you  come  to  that  conclusion  with  re.spect  to  the  feelings  of  the  local 
authorities, — and  upon  what  grounds? — d'he  conclusion  I ctiine  to  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  foumlcd  on  I lie  absence  of  any  juditiou  or  memorial  from  the  constituted 
authorities;  and  secondly,  though,  during  iny  imjniiy,  certainly  every  attention  was 
paid  which  was  rcijuisite  (I  think  it  was  in  this  room  that  1 held  the  imiuiry),  1 did  not  see 
the  town  clerk  pei’sonally,  he  not  being  pi'esent.  'I'he  mayor,  how  ever  attended  the  inquiry, 
and  the  gnarilians  proinolrd  the  iiuptiry,  that  is  to  say,  e\  idence  was  given  bv  them;  but 
indirectly,  and  Irom  the  evidence  given  before  me.  I understood  that  the  .Act  would  not  be 
received  with  favour. 

•’>.51.  Did  you  take  pains  to  inform  yonrselfas  to  the  dls[)osltiou  of  the  local  authorities  ? 
— It  is  very  diflicult  to  explain  the  matter  In  words;  but  I might  mention  the  want  of  any 
communication  from  them.  1 have  never  received,  from  the  day  of  my  in([uirv  to  this 
moment,  one  letter  or  one  word  of  in([uiry  from  the  authorities  about  my  report. 
Erom  Dr.  George  Kobiirson,  w ho  was  the  great  promoter  of  the  inquiry,  I htive  received 
many  letters  recommending  me  to  jmblish  that  riport. 

,3.}‘2.  Have  you  been  accustomed  in  other  places  to  find  a greater  activity  and  anxiety 
with  respect  to  the  matter  thau  you  did  here? — Unquestionably. 

35.3.  y\nd  is  tuai  tlie  main  point  on  which  you  would  rely? — It  is  not.  If  lime  had 
allowed  I certainly  ought  to,  and  would,  have  jniblished  a report  upon  Newcastle  ; w liatever 
might  have  been  done  with  it  afteiwards.  Of  course,  when  the  report  is  published,  my 
power  ceases.  On  Gati'shead  I didic[)ort;  but  in  Gsiteshead  unquestionably  the  local 
authorities  were  very  solicitous  to  have  the  Act  introduced. 

•354.  1 question  you  rather  closely  as  to  this  ; because  the  statement  which  you  have 
made  amounts  to  a charge  at  all  events  of  iudillcrence  against  the  local  authorities? — 
1 cannot  alter  that  statement. 

355.  (Mr.  'J'oini  ClcrL)  I do  not  quite  see  the  grounds  upon  which  you  arrive  at  it. 
A'ou  have  mentioned  my  absence,  a very  trifling  circumstance  certainly  ; but  I happened  to 
he  in  London  at  the  time  and  knew  nothing  of  it? — It  is  well  known  that  the  coi'poration 
were  not  only  not  jiromoters  of  the  impiiry,  but  certainly  went  beyond  that. 

35t).  They  did  not  appreciate  your  labours,  you  think? — I think  so;  not  only  from 
what  I saw,  but  also  from  what  1 wa.s  told  in  private  by  members  of  it. 

.357.  ( Chairmau.)  Did  you  endeavour  to  inform  yourself  as  regards  the  disposition  of 
the  local  authorities  towards  your  imiuiry,  and  the  success  of  your  inquiry?  and  do  you 
deliberately  repeat  the  statement,  that  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  not 
anxious  in  the  matter,  and  not  favourable  to  the  prosecution  of  it? — That  is  most  unques- 
tionably my  impression. 

.358.  With  reference  to  the  clauses  which,  in  your  report  of  the  7th  of  March,  1853,  on 
Newcastle,  you  suggested  should  be  introduced  into  the  Local  Act  of  that  year,  what 
was  the  effect  of  those  clau.ses  ? were  they  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — They  were. 

355).  What  were  the  sections  ? — The  several  sections  numbered  4 and  7. 
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360.  Those,  1 find,  refer  to  the  constitution  of  the  General  Board  of  Health.  What  are 
the  others  ? — Sections  8 and  9. 

361.  Those  are  with  regard  to  a preliminary  inquiry  ? — Yes;  then  Sections  10  and  11. 

362.  Have  regard  to  the  application  of  tlie  Act  ? — Yes  ; then  Sections  12  to  34. 

363.  Refer  to  the  constitution  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  ? — Section  36. 

.364.  As  to  the  appointment  of  committees? — Section  50. 

365.  That  merely  refers  to  a place  whose  inhabitants  shall  be  less  than  2,000 ; that  has 
not  much  application  here.  What  is  the  next  ? — Section  76,  in  regard  to  the  compulsory 
supply  of  watei'. 

366.  Had  you  occasion  during  your  inspection  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  water 
supply  in  any  parts  or  districts  of  this  town  ? — I do  not  think  that  I made  any  detailed 
inquiry.  I made  a general  inquiry  as  to  the  water  supply,  and  have  here  with  me  the  notes 
of  the  evidence  which  were  taken  at  that  inquiry.  T’hese  are  the  notes  of  the  evidence  then 
taken,  with  the  documents  put  in.  {The  witness  here  handed  in  the  notes  and  documents.) 

367.  Whose  hand  writing  is  this  ? — That  is  the  short-hand  writer’s  abstract. 

•368.  These  are  the  notes  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  short-hand  writer  employed  by 
you  ? — At  my  inquiry. 

369.  What  further  sections  were  there? — There  is  a clause  relating  to  the  water  supply 
at  the  end  of  my  report  put  in  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

370.  You  suggested  either  the  insertion  of  section  76  of  the  Public  Health  Act  or  a 
section  analogous  to  it  for  that  purpose? — Yes. 

371.  Proceeding  with  the  other  sections,  what  was  their  purport? — Sections  105  and 

121. 

.372.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  all  the  sections  alluded  to  refer  simply  to  the  question  of 
establishing  or  not  establishing  a local  Board  of  Health  here,  and  that  one  additional 
clause  relative  to  a compulsory  supply  of  water  was  suggested  by  you  at  the  end  ? — 1 here 
are  several  other  clauses — there  are  B.  C.  and  D. 


373.  Yes,  but  B.  and  C.  have  reference  to  the  same  question  of  a local  Board  of  Health  ; 
D.  however,  I see,  refers  to  a different  matter,  viz.,  the  levying  of  highway  rates.  If  there- 
fore I understand  this  report  of  yours  rightly,  the  sections  suggested  by  you  for  insertion 
in  the  Local  Improvement  Act  of  185.3  refer  exclusively  to  the  question  of  establishing  a 
local  Board  of  Health  here;  excepting  two  clauses  marked  D and  E,  having  reference  to  high- 
way rates  and  the  compulsory  supply  of  water.  Is  that  the  case? — It  is. 

374.  In  what  condition,  in  a sanitary  point  of  view,  did  you,  at  your  inspection  in  1849 
find  the  town  of  Newcastle  ? — Very  defective  indeed. 

375.  In  respect  of  sewerage  what,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  then  state  of  the  town  ? — 
I found  that  there  was  no  proper  system  of  sewerage ; that  the  sewers  had  been  made  I’rom 
time  to  time ; and  that  such  sewers  as  existed  in  the  old  parts  of  the  town  were  not  com- 
municated with  l)y  the  houses  on  either  side,  or  if  so,  to  a very  limited  extent  only;  that  it 
was  the  exception  for  houses  to  be  connected  with  them.  1 have  also  heard  what 
Mr.  Lee  said  as  to  the  fil  thy  state  of  the  gully  grates  ; I observed  it  at  that  time. 

376.  Did  you  actually  inspect  any  of  the  sewers? — I did  not. 

377.  You  cannot  speak  confidently  as  to  the  construction  or  dimensions? — I cannot. 

373.  Did  you  take  evidence  from  the  town  surveyor  as  to  the  sewers  ? — I did,  which 

evidence  will  be  contained  in  these  notes. 

379.  Was  it  from  that  source  that  you  formed  the  opinion  which  you  have  expressed  as 
to  the  general  defectiveness  of  the  sewerage  of  Newcastle  ? — It  was  from  that  and  from 
other  evidence  given  to  me,  to  the  effect  that  larger  sewers  ran  into  smaller  ones,  and  that 
there  is  a part  of  the  town,  the  name  of  which  I do  not  recollect,  which  is  frequently 
extensively  flooded  over  its  surface;  one  of  the  higher  parts. 

380.  Owing  to  what? — Owing  to  there  not  being  a sufficient  outlet  through  the  sewers 
for  the  discharge  of  the  flood  waters. 

381.  An  insufficiency  of  dimensions  ? — An  insufficiency  of  dimensions. 

382.  That  is  a flooding  by  storm  water  I suppose  you  mean? — Of  storm  wate  ,.„,.'m  the 
higher  lands ; 1 was  also  informed  that  sewers  in  the  low  part  of  the  town  ^ n the 
quay  had  sometimes  been  burst  by  the  water. 

383.  To  what  causes  would  you  as  an  engineer  attribute  that? — Not  necessarily  because 
the  sewer  was  too  small;  for  I can  conceive  of  a large  sewer  being  burst  more  readily  than 
a small  one.  It  would  be  from  an  improper  construction  or  from  the  use  of  improper 
material.  There  is  some  difficulty  in  passing  heavy  floods  of  water,  down  so  steep  a 
gradient  as  Newcastle  stands  upon,  into  water  at  rest;  therefore  you  might  have  the 
largest  possible  sewer  blown  or  burst  with  a large  body  of  storm  water  descending  and 
acting  like  a ram  upon  the  water  in  the  sewers  when  the  river  was  flooded. 

384.  Then  do  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  that  the  position  of  Newcastle  on  so  steep 
a slope  offers  to  a certain  degree  obstacles  and  difficulties  to  the  proper  sewerage  of  the 
town  ? — No  engineering  difficulties ; it  would  require  the  engineer  to  consider  well  what 
material  he  would  use  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

385.  It  offers  difficulties,  but  no  insuperable  obstacles,  to  a proper  system  of  sewerage  ^ — 
None  whatever. 

386.  Would  you  say  that  the  physical  contour  of  Newcastle  is  such  as  to  require  compe- 
tence and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  engineer,  but  that  it  offers  no  serious  difficulty  to  one  who 
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should  be  so  qualified? — None;  its  facilities  are  in  one  respect  its  diflficulties,  that  is  to  say 
the  great  facility  for  passing  the  water  oft’  rapidly,  if  not  properly  considered,  becomes  a 
difficulty. 

387.  Requiring  competent  skill  or  requiring  more  than  tliat  ? — Requiring  proper  at- 
tention on  the  part  of  a man  who  has  been  accustomed  to  turn  his  attention  to  hydraulic 
works. 

388.  And  anything  more? — I think  not. 

389.  With  reference  to  the  drainage  system.  Did  you  find  any  drainage  system  distinct 
from  the  sewerage  system  ? — Do  you  mean  the  house  drainage  ? 

390.  No.  Did  you  find  any  system,  either  of  soil  or  surface  drainage,  for  carrying  oft' 
rain  water  from  above  or  spring  water  from  below,  separate  from  the  sewerage  system  ? — 
No. 

391.  Facilities  for  one  are  facilities  for  the  other,  are  they  not  ? — They  are. 

392.  Have  you  inspected  the  sewers  of  other  towns  of  the  same  antiquity  as  Newcastle  ? 
— I have. 

393.  Did  you  find  the  sewerage  of  Newcastle  more  defective,  either  radically  or  in 
degree,  than  that  of  other  towns  ? — For  the  extent  of  area  and  population  I think  I 
can  safely  say  that  in  Newcastle  I found  that  more  money  had  Ijeen  expended  upon  sewers 
than  in  any  other  town  where  1 had  been. 


394.  And  to  what  effect  and  purpose  ? 
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Do  you  think  that  it  had  been  judiciously 
expended? — In  any  answer  I do  not  wish  to  pass  an  unnecessary  censure  upon  persons 
who  have  had  no  opportunity  of  doing  what  ought  to  have  been  done.  It  had  never 
entered  into  any  person’s  mind  to  set  out  with  a comprehensive  system ; and  therefore  the 
sewering  had  been  a system  of  patchwork  and  had  arisen  upon  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
I believe  that  the  new  part  of  Newcastle  is  sewered  as  well  as  the  knowledge  of  that  day 
enabled  the  parties  to  do  it. 

395.  Do  you  not  find  in  other  equally  ancient  towns  a similar  patchwork  system  of 
sewers? — I do;  but  I know  no  other  town  that  had  sewerage  to  so  great  an  extent  as 
Newcastle,  imperfect  and  limited  as  that  is.  In  no  town  where  I have  enquired,  that 
1 can  call  to  my  recollection,  did  I find  that  so  much  money  had  been  expended  upon 
sewers  as  in  Newcastle;  and  1 do  not  altogether  blame  the  authorities.  The  new  parts  of 
the  town  had  been,  as  they  conceived,  effectively  sewered,  and  had  been  joined  on  to  the 
old  system,  existing  in  the  low  parts  of  the  town ; but  there  has  been  no  general  system  of 
sewerage;  only  from  lime  to  time  a great  deal  of  money  has  been  expended  in  making  sewers. 

39G.  Had  the  money  l)een  judiciously  and  usefully  expended  or  otherwise  ? — We  must 
always  speak  relatively.  I believe  that  the  intention  was  to  expend  it  to  the  best  of  their 
ability ; and  very  probably  it  was  so  expended  at  that  time. 

397.  [Mr.  Town  Clerk.) — The  town  surveyor  would,  I dare  say,  complain  of  the  defect 
that  you  point  out — the  want  of  communication  of  the  houses  with  the  common  sewer  ? — 
He  did,  because  you  had  no  power  to  compel  it ; 1 have  found  the  same  in  other  towns.  In 
Birmingham,  for  instance,  1 found  that  the  largest  houses  in  the  best  parts  of  the  town 
had  no  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  water-closet  refuse,  but  by  passing  it  out  on  to  the 
gutter  on  the  side  of  the  liighway  ; houses  letting  for  150Z.  and  200/.  a year  were  drained 
in  that  manner — drained  out  on  to  the  surface  of  the  highway. 

398.  For  what  extent  of  district? — In  Fdiibciston,  and  the  suburbs  of  Birmintiham 
generally  ; over  a large  area.  It  was  about  the  period  of  my  iii(]uiry  at  Newcastle — 
I think  it  was  the  summer  previous.  They  had  no  lociil  authority  to  go  into  these 
districts;  and  no  local  authority  to  compel  houses  to  join  on  to  the  sewers. 

.399.  [Chairman.)  Would  you  say  that  the  state  of  the  sewers  in  Newcastle  compares 
favourably  with  the  state  of  the  sewers  in  Birmingham  and  other  places  ? — A far  greater 
extent  of  sewerage  had  been  done  in  Newcastle,  taking  population  for  population, 
than  had  been  done,  I believe,  in  Birmingham  or  any  other  place  which  I have 
inspected. 

400.  You  have  mentioned  that  larger  sewers  occasionally  opened  into  less,  and  that 
in  your  opinion  the  system  was  a ])atchwork  and  defective.  Wiiat  proportion  of  it  would 
you,  as  an  engineer,  consider  available,  ami  such  as  could  be  properly  made  use  of  in 
any  adequate  system  to  be  hereafter  adopted  ? — I believe  a great  portion  of  the  sewerage 
in  the  higher  and  newer  part  of  the  town  is  available:  and  that  an  alteration  and 
improvement  would  be  necessary  in  the  steep  slopes  and  on  the  (juay  portion  of  the 
town.  Arrangements  I think  require  to  be  made  to  carry  storm  water  safely  away. 

401.  Did  you  examine  the  district  of  Sandgate  ? — 1 do  not  remember  the  names  of 
the  districts  now.  I examined  the  town  generally,  both  within  itself  and  in  its 
suburb.s. 

402.  Did  you  find  any  district  of  any  extent  of  which  you  might  say  that  it  was  totally 
destitute  of  sewers  ? — 1 did  ; a district  beyond  the  boundary,  where  there  was  neither 
pavement  nor  sewerage. 

[Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  'I'hat  was  then  out  of  our  jurisdiction  ; with  respect  to  pavement 
and  sewerage  w(?  have  now  acquired  it. 

403.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  in  1849,  within  the  limits  of  the  then  borough,  find  any 
district  of  which  it  might  be  affirmed  that  it  was  totally  destitute  of  sewerage? — I do  not 
remember  noting  any  district  within  the  borough. 
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£t.Rawlinson,Esq.f  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  It  is  the  township  of  Westgate  to  which  you  are  referring,  built  by 
C.E.  adventurers. 

— 404.  {Chairman.)  In  this  report  of  yours  of  tlie  7th  of  March,  1853,  I see  it  stated 

19th  Jan.  1854.  mortality  of  the  town,  at  the  time  when  you  visited  it,  was  exceedingly  high; 

— that  this  excessive  rate  of  mortality  was  principally  due  to  the  great  prevalence  of  the 

zymotic  or  preventible  class  of  diseases  ; and  that  the  principal  causes  were  as  follows  ; ‘ 1st. 
that  the  sewerage  of  the  town  is  most  defective  and  inefficient.'  I do  not  quite  understand 
that  taken  in  connection  with  your  present  evidence  ? — It  is  quite  correct,  it  is  defective. 
The  defect  is  this,  that  there  is  no  house  connexion  with  the  sew'ers.  Mei'ely  to  make  a 
sewer  in  the  street  and  to  leave  it  there,  is  of  no  use,  excepting  for  surface  water;  but  so 
far  as  regards  the  actual  making  of  sewers  below  the  ground,  1 think  I can  safely  say  that 
there  are  more  in  Newcastle  than  in  any  other  town  1 know.  As  regards  houses  connecting 
with  them,  that  is  another  matter — of  drainage. 

405.  Then  in  respect  of  main  sewers,  Newcastle  was  very  well  provided  ; but  in  respect 
of  branch  sewers  or  drains  into  those  main  sewers,  it  was  very  inadequately  provided  ? — 
Very  inadequately  provided. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  That  is  a correct  statement  of  the  case. 

{Mr  Rawlinson.)  1 do  not  know  whether  the  Commission  w'ish  for  my  opinion  as  to  the 
cause  of  that  excess  of  disease  ? 

406.  {Chairman.)  There  can  be  no  objection  to  your  stating  any  opinion  which  you  may 
have  formed  in  the  course  of  your  experience  upon  these  matters? — I think  it  is  quite 
possible  to  have  a town  as  perfectly  sewered  as  human  ingenuity  could  devise,  and  1 think 
it  is  also  possible  to  have  that  town  as  perfectly  drained  also,  and  yet  to  have  an  excess  of 
preventible  disease.  If  you  have,  as  in  Newcastle,  a vast  population  crowded  upon  a small 
area,  if  you  have  streets  and  courts  into  which  the  sun  never  shines,  and  if  you  have  room- 
tenements  overcrowded  by  numbers  of  human  beings,  who  never  dream  of  opening  a 
window,  and  wdiose  only  industry  is  to  block  up  the  means  of  ventilation,  you  may  have 
excessive  preventible  disease  in  those  places,  even  after  you  have  drained  and  sewex’ed, 
and  given  them  water  supply  to  the  utmost  extent  that  you  can  think  of. 

407.  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  do  not  think  the  want  of  sewers  and  drains  to  be 

" the  only  source  of  excess  of  disease,  but  that  ventilation  and  overcrowding  and  other 

things  are  also  co-operating  causes?— Overcrowding  and  want  of  ventilation,  1 think,  cause 
as  much  preventible  disease  as  anything  else,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

408.  That  is  the  third  of  the  causes  assigned  in  this  report  ofyours:  “ That  the  dwellings  of 
“ the  poorer  classes  are  overcrow’dedto  a fearful  extent;  that  they  are  undrained,  unventilated, 
“ and  in  an  uncleanly  condition,  more  especially  those  situated  in  those  courts  and  alleys  of 
“ the  town.”  You  renew  your  opinion  that  these  circumstances  have  been  to  a great  extent 
the  causes  of  the  excess  of  zymotic  diseases? — I am  led  to  that  opinion  from  the  inspection 
which  I have  made  in  various  parts;  I find  that  it  is  very  dangerous  to  theorize  as  to  any  one 
cause  producing  excess  of  disease.  We  have  had  theories  as  to  the  course  of  rivers — as  to 
stratification — as  to  elevation — and  as  to  subsoil.  I do  not  find  cholera  due  to  any  one  set  of 
causes.  I do  not  find  that  it  does  confine  itself  to  the  course  of  rivers.  I do  not  find  that  it 
does  choose  or  ravage  particular  stratifications ; neither  do  I find  that  it  prevails  exclusively 
in  excess  in  low,  flat,  and  undrained  districts.  I find  cholera  in  Newcastle  upon  the  slope  ofa 
hill,  where  drainage  is  the  easiest  thing  possible.  I find  the  same  in  Gateshead,  and  I find  it 
in  an  isolated  village,  in  Wrekeiiton,  some  three  miles  distant,  500  feet  above  the  river,  with 
streets  wide  and  open, — certainly  there  are  no  drains,  neither  are  there  privies,  but  there  is 
a vagrant  population  crowding  the  rooms  to  excess.  1 did  not  find  it  in  Birmingham, 
which  is  a large  town  and  probably  the  most  healthy  great  town  in  the  world,  and  which 
stands  at  an  elevation  of  about  500  feet;  it  stands  upon  a series  of  contours,  the  subsoil 
being  gravel  and  sand  principally  ; and  the  whole  internal  drainage  area  is  easy,  and  to  the 
cast  and  north.  The  artizans  of  Birmingham  generally  reside  in  self-contained  houses. 
I find  Wolverhampton  standing  upon  the  same  stratification,  at  the  same  elevation, 
inhabited  by  people  following  a similar  occupation ; but  the  drainage  there  is  to  the 
south  and  west;  that  is  to  say,  the  outlets  of  the  sewers  pass  over  swamp  lands  to  the 
south  and  w'est.  In  the  one  there  has  not  been  a case  of  cholera — the  other,  as  the  Com- 
missioners know',  has  been  ravaged  with  cholera.  Again,  as  to  Falmouth,  a town  which  has 
scarcely  a square  yard  of  level  site.  It  stands  upon  one  of  the  purest  stratifications,  clay 
slate;  the  town  gradually  rises  from  that  magnificent  harbour  to  an  elevation  of  300  feet; 
but  there  cholera  has  prevailed.  Plymouth  the  same.  Drainage  and  sewerage  can  never 
cure  these  towns  if  existing  conditions  remain ; that  is  to  say  the  conditions  of  over- 
crowding, putting  families  and  lodgers  and  large  numbers  of  people  into  single  rooms; 
and  1 think  it  most  important  that  this  should  be  known,  and  that  people  should  not  run 
aw'ay  with  the  Idea,  that  when  a town  is  sewered  and  drained,  everything  is  done  for  it  that  can 
be  done.  If  this  overcrowding  remains,  the  excess  of  disease  and  immorality  will  remain  also. 

409.  Do  you  also  think  that  paving  is  one  of  the  circumstances  which  are  to  be  consi- 
dered ? — Cleanliness,  to  the  greatest  possible  degree,  is  necessary. 

410.  You  spoke  of  Wrekenton  as  existing  at  a high  level,  and  that  it  had  been  very 
much  ravaged  by  cholera  ; I think  you  also  stated  that  it  was  perfectly  destitute  of  sewers 
and  drains  ? — It  was,  but  if  you  had  sewered  and  drained  it  as  perfectly  as  man  could,  and 
had  allowed  the  overcrowding  and  other  evils  to  continue,  you  would  still  in  my  opinion  have 
had  the  outbreak  of  the  disease.  I have  heard  a good  deal  said  relative  to  the  water  supply  of 
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Newcastle  being  the  entire  cause  of  tlie  outbreak  of  Cliolera.  Now,  as  the  Commissioners  will  R.RawHnson.Esq. 
have  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 'I'ynemoutli,  they  may  not  probably  get  an  analysis  of  C.E. 

water  wlilch  I hold  in  my  hand,  which  1 liad  occasion  to  liave  made  this  spring,  and  which  

I can  put  in  if  it  is  thought  advisal)le,  sliowiug  that  tliough  the  people  in  Tynemouth  1854. 

escaped  Cholera,  tlieyare  as  imperfectly  supplied,  and  perhaps  are  drinking  as  bad  or  worse  

water,  than  any  town  in  England. 

411.  Where  was  the  water  taken  from  ; what  does  taken  from  stream  in  dry  weather,” 
mean  ? — The  town  Is  not  supplied  from  that  source  ; it  is  supplied  partially  from  a quarry, 
and  Iron,  a similar  source,  though  not  from  that  stream,  from  a source  not  nearly  so  pure;  in 
fact  the  water  supply  in  Tynemouth  is  so  bad,  that  last  sjtring,  when  I was  there,  there  was 
an  old  woman  silting  at  every  water-tap  with  a flannel  bag  tied  over  the  znuzzle  of  the 
tap  to  strain  the  water  as  it  was  sold  to  tiie  peo[)le. 

41'2.  Then  I understand  you  to  put  in  this  analysis  of  part  of  the  water  supply  of  Tyne- 
mouth, v\ith  a view  to  the  bearing  it  may  have  u|>on  the  question  of  the  water  supplied  in 
Newcastle? — I think  it  is  very  Important  that  the  facts  should  all  be  known  to  the  utmost, 
and  that  no  one  feature  of  the  case  should  be  lliouglit  to  have  caused  the  late  great  and 
serious  outbreak,  until  it  be  proved  to  have  done  so. 

“To  Kobekt  Kawlixson,  Esq.,  C.  E. 

Report  on  an  Examination  of  two  Specimens  of  Water  from  Tynemouth  in  Northumherland. 

“'These  specimens  were  sent  in  two  stone  ware  bottles,  cork  and  labelled,  “sample  of 
water  i'rom  'Tynemoutli  ; taken,  .July  •JOth,  from  stream  in  dry  weather,”  and  “sample 
of  water  Irom  'Tynemouth  ; taken,  .July  'JOth,  Iroiu  magnesian  lime-tone  cpiarry.” 

“ 'The  first  specimen,  tiiat  from  the  stream,  was  bright  and  clear,  except  from  a few 
floating  particles  and  visible  insects,  which  filtering  would  remove,  but  it  has  an  un- 
pleasant bitter  saline  taste,  rendering  it  unfit  for  a source  of  supply. 

“ 'Tests  showed  in  it  the  presence  of  lime  an(i  magnesia  in  large  (piantities,  combined 
with  sulphuric  acid  likcwi.se  in  considerable  (piantitv,  and  also  chlorides  and  much  organic 
matter,  principally  of  vegetable  nature. 

“ It  was  about  sixty  degrees  of  hardness,  did  not  soften  much  by  boiling,  and  was  quite 
unfit  for  wasiiing  with  economically,  and  unpleasant  to  drink  in  consequence  of  containing 
a notable  (piantity  of  sidphate  of  magnesia  or  Epsom  salts. 

“Analysis  showed  the  presence  of  I grains  of  solid  matter  in  the  gallon  consisting  of: — 


Organic  matter  (chiefly  vegetable) 

- 

14 

Alumina  and  iron  - - 

- 

0-7 

Sulphate  of  lime  - - - 

- 

45*5 

Sulpliate  of  magnesia  - _ - 

- 

3-2G 

Carbonate  of  magne.da 

. 

2-9 

Ciirbonate  (T  soda 

- 

126 

Chloride  of  soda  _ - - 

. 

4-9 

i I3-2 

“ The  other  specimen,  that  from  the  limcslone  quarry,  was  still  more  unsuitable  fora 
source  of  supply,  as  it  contained  a large  quantity  of  that  very  offensive  gas,  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  It  had  a brownish  tinge,  was  nilhcr  turbid,  and  very  oflen.iive  to  the  smell.  Its 
hardness  was  twenty-nine  degrees.  It  contained  si.xty  grains  of  solid  matter  per  gallon. 


consisting  of: — 

Organic  matter  - - - 14  grs. 

Sulphate  of  lime  - - - - 28'G 

Sulphate  of  magnesia  - - - 4*7 

Carl)onate  of  magnesia  _ - _ 

Alkaline  salts  - - _ . _ 71 


GO-0 

“ Neither  of  these  specimens  can  be  recotnnumded  as  sources  of  stq)j)lv  ; they  each  con- 
tain so  much  earthy  matter  as  to  render  them  imlit  for  washing  with,  too  much  vegetable 
matter  to  be  agreeable;  vvhlle  one  is  tainted  with  a bitter  salt,  and  the  other  with  an  offen- 
sive gas.  ’ 

“Whitehall,  September  14th  1853.  (Signed)  “ 1’.  TI.  Holland.’' 


41.3.  I see  it  stated  iti  your  rej)oi  t of  the  7lh  March  1 85.‘3,  that  you  made  an  inspection 
of  tlie  pi  ace  in  18-Ii),  jind  found  many  nuisances  within  ;ind  without  the  town,  will  you  be 
good  enough  to  explain  what  these  nuisances  were  to  which  you  thus  allude? — 'The 
nuisances  arose  from  refuse. 

411.  Among  those  nuisances  do  you  also  allude  to  narrow  streets,  confined  yards  and 
courts,  crowded  rooms  and  tenements,  and  soon? — .Just  so. 

415.  I hose  you  think  were  also  likely  to  have  been  causes  co-operatIng  with,  and  partly 
augmenting,  the  vindeuce  of  the  late  outbreak  ? — I do  think  so. 

41G.  Tnpaved  surface. s,  also  ? — .And  unregulated  common  lodging-houses. 

F 
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Jl.Rawlinson,Esq. , 
C.E. 


19th  Jan.  1854. 


417.  I see  here  that  you  state  that  the  borough  of  Newcastle  has  obtained  many  Acts  of 
Parliament,  but  not  one  or  the  whole  combined  contain  the  clauses  necessary  for  its  local 
government  ; do  you  make  that  statement  with  some  experience  in  such  matters? — I do. 

418.  And  you  make  it  deliberately  ?- -I  make  it  deliberately.  They  have  not  power 
to  carry  out,  or  compel  parties  to  carry  out,  private  drainage,  or  to  compel  a full  water 
supply. 

419.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Those  are  the  particulars  in  which  their  Acts  of  Parliament  are 
defective  in  your  judgment  ? — 1 believe  they  are. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  That  is  obtained  in  the  last  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Act  of  1853. 

420.  {Chairman.)  You  have  made,  as  it  were,  a charge  against  the  corporation,  to  the 
effect  that  they  have  evinced  a great  unwillingness  to  interest  themselves  in  sanitary  matters. 
Do  yon  think  that  the  fact  that  the  Public  Health  Act  would  not  have  been  applicable 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  as  accounting  for  it? — Perhaps  I ought  not  to  say  that 
the  corporation  were  apathetic  in  sanitary  matters,  but  that  they  decidedly  objected  to  be 
brought  under  the  operation  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

421.  Then  you  would  modify  your  previous  evidence,  as  1 understood,  it  to  this  effect; 
that  the  apathy  and  indifference  of  the  corporation  was  rather  an  unwillingness  to  come 
under  the  operation  of  the  Public  Act,  than  an  unwillingness  to  exert  themselves  for 
sanitary  improvements  ^ — I believe  that  to  be  the  case. 

(Mr.  Toicn  Clerk.)  4'hat  is  precisely  so;  they  had  a prejudice  against  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

{Mr.  Rawlinson.)  Just  .so,  and  that  I have  found  prevailing  in  other  places  to  quite  as 
great  an  extent. 

422.  {Chairman.)  Have  we  arrived  fully  at  your  opinion  ? Do  we  now  understand  fully 
the  opinion  which  you  entertain  upon  this  point? — I think  so.  Before  I leave  I would  say 
that  1 do  not  wish  to  bring  so  gross  a charge  against  the  corporation  as  wishing  to  neglect 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Newcastle ; and  if  my  first  replies  have  conveyed  that,  I wish  to 
retract  them  : because  1 believe  the  corporation  was  not  against  having  the  power  given  to 
them  for  sanitary  measures,  but  were  decidedly  against  being  brought  under  the  operation 
of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

423.  Adverting  again  to  the  matter  of  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  your  report  on 
Newcastle,  it  is  here  enacted  that,  “ so  soon  as  can  be  after  the  completion  of  such  inquiry, 
“ the  superintending  inspector  shall  report  in  writing  to  the  General  Board  of  Health.” 
Did  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  that  the  pressure  of  business  with  regard  to  reports  in 
other  places  was  so  great,  that  the  delivery  of  your  report  on  the  7th  of  March  1853  was  a 
reasonable  compliance  with  the  directions  to  deliver  it  as  soon  as  can  be  after  the  completion 
of  the  inquiry  ? — I believe  so.  I worked  as  fully  as  my  health  would  permit,  and  I have 
suffered  most  severely  in  my  health  since  taking  this  appointment.  I delivered  in  the 
reports  as  fast  as  I could  put  them  out  of  my  hands,  i did  not  either  willingly  or  deliber- 
ately neglect  Newcastle ; I certainly  paid  attention  in  preference  to  places  where  1 thought 
there  was  more  chance  of  the  Public  Health  Act  being  applied. 

424.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  preferred  places  where  the  inquiry  was  adopted  upon  petition  fi'om 
the  inhabitants  to  those  where  it  was  not? — Certainly. 

425.  ( Chairman.)  Supposing  you  had  used  greater  diligence  in  delivering  your  report  in  the 
case  of  Newcastle,  you  would  have  been  obliged  to  delay  correspondingly  the  report  on  some 
other  place,  as  to  which  you  considered  the  report  more  important  ? — Most  certainly.  Not 
more  important  relatively  as  regards  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

426.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  But  more  pressing  in  time? — Yes. 

427.  (Chairman.)  You  gave  some  evidence  recently  as  to  the  state  of  the  houses  here,  in 
respect  of  their  connection  with  the  main  sewers,  flid  you  not  ? — No.  I spoke  of  the  old 
portions  of  the  town  generally,  and  my  impression  is,  if  I recollect  rightly,  that  I was  told 
that  there  were  sewers  in  the  streets,  but  that  the  hou.ses  did  not  connect  by  means  of 
drains— not  any  particular  property. 

428.  You  have  not  any  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  it  ? — 1 have  not. 


Extracts  from  the  short-hand  writer  s notes  of  the  evidence  taken,  and  of  the  documents 
received,  by  Robert  Ratvlinson,  Esq.,  Superintending  Inspector  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  at  his  Inquiry  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  ISthand  IQth  December  1849. 


“ Mr.  Mickle  begged  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Superintending  Inspector, 
that  repeated  applications  had  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  to  the  corporation,  without 
eflect,  for  an  improvement  of  the  road  leading  from  the  East  Ballast  bills,  and  passing 
onwards  by  the  ropery  to  St.  Peter’s  and  the  Mushroom.  The  corporation  had  promised 
repeatedly  to  attend  to  their  representations,  but  had  never  done  so.  The  road  was  at 
present  in  such  a state  as  to  be  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  was 
impassable.  No  carriage  could  travel  upon  it,  and  horsemen  are  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  the  footpath.  He  was  employed  at  Messrs.  T.  and  W.  Smith’s  rope  manufactory,  near 
there,  and  lately  saw  a girl  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  of  age  nearly  run  over  whilst  on  the 
footpath  ; had  she  not  ‘ given  mouth,’  she  would  probably  have  been  killed.  This  was  of 
daily  occurrence,  and  he  did  not  blame  any  party,  for  however  excellent  as  an  equestrian, 
a man  could  not  nde  on  the  proper  road  ; and  in  case  of  fire,  no  fire  engine  would  be  able 
to  pass  along  the  road.  There  had  been  a uniform  complaint  made  as  to  the  state  of  the  road 
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for  the  last  nine  or  ten  years,  and  he  had  been  induced  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  matter 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  from  the  annoyance  of  taking  men  out  of  the  manu- 
factory, for  the  purpose  of  relieving  individuals  stopped  on  the  road.  In  1 840  a petition 
was  presented  for  the  improvement  of  tlie  road  by  the  late  respected  Alderman  Ridley, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  walking  along  that  road  daily.  He  exercised  his  influence,  and 
got  an  excellent  footpath  made,  with  a distinct  promise  that  the  cart  road  should  be 
repaired.  Notliing  of  the  kind  had  been  done.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Municipal  Cor|X)rations  Act,  a person,  still  living — an  aged  and  respected  mariner,  John 
Walker — was  employed  at  nine  shillings  per  week  at  a hutch  on  this  road,  his  wages  being 
paid  by  the  corporation  ; he  would  venture  to  say  there  was  not  such  a piece  of  road,  he 
would  not  say  in  this  liorough,  but  in  England.  The  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  St. 
Peter  also  made  great  complaints  of  the  want  of  water,  there  being  only  one  well  for  the 
supply  of  3,000  indivdduals.  There  was  also  a want  of  gas,  for  coming  from  the  well- 
lighted  streets  of  Newcastle  to  St.  Peter’s  was  like  leaving  an  illumination  and  passing 
into  a dungeon.  He  belived  both  the  gas  company  and  the  water  company  were  prepared 
to  lay  pipes,  but  the  i»roprietors  of  property  in  that  neighbourhood  would  not  permit  the 
pipes  to  be  laid  without  an  exorbitant  charge  was  ]>aid.  He  also  complained  that  they 
had  to  })ay  sewerage  rates  to  the  corjioration,  when  no  sewers  Avere  laid  in  their  district ; 
all  the  drains  Avere  stopped  uj)  from  the  effects  of  the  bad  road,  and  after  the  sun  got  up 
there  was  a most  offensive  smell  which  engendered  disease.  The  district  of  St.  Peter’s 
was  the  part  most  seA'erely  afflicted  with  cholera  Avhen  it  Ausited  the  toAATi,  from  tAventy- 
five  to  thirty  deaths  liaAdng  arisen  from  that  ejudemic  in  the  immediate  locality.  He 
considered  that  these  matters  called  loudly  for  the  inte.rference  of  the  authorities. 

“ The  Superintending  Inspector  said  the  question  necessarily  formed  a part  of  his 
inquiry,  but  that  it  might  turn  out  that  the  corporation  have  no  power,  first  to  compel  the 
formation  of  the  road,  and  secondly  to  maintain  and  keep  it  in  repair. 

“ Mr.  Gibson  said  this  was  the  case.  He  happened  to  be  on  the  toAAm  improA’ement 
committee  of  the  council,  .and  this  question  had  been  constantly  before  them  for  some 
time.  It  w.as  not  a public  ro.ad,  inasmuch  as  there  Avas  a b.ar  .across  it,  placed  thereby 
Mr.  Plummer.  An  attempt  Avas  making  to  an-ange  Avith  Mr.  Plummer,  and  if  the 
council  succeeded  in  doing  so,  they  Avould  be  prepared  to  make  the  road. 

‘‘  Mr.  Henry  Turner  said  there  Avere  two  roads,  and  the  tAA'o  must  not  be  connected. 
Mr.  Mickle  spoke  only  of  the  road  Avithin  the  ancient  limits  of  the  borough  ; Mr.  Gibson 
was  .speaking  of  a road  out  of  the  borough,  and  h'ading  into  the  toAA'nship  of  Byker. 

“ Mr.  Gibson  said  it  Avas  the  same  road.” 

» * * ♦ ♦ 

“ Mr.  Gray  here  handed  in  6imong  others)  the  following  letter. 

“Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  18th  December  1849. 

“Sir, — I beg  to  inform  you  th.at,  on  the  18th  of  October  1847,  I Avas  appointed  by  the 
corporation  of  Newcastle  as  .s.anitary  inspector,  aaIucIi  appointment  I held  till  the  4th  of 
March  1848,  and  during  that  time  near  to  1,300  loads  of  nuisance,  See.,  were  remo\ed 
from  the  streets,  courts,  lanes,  and  other  filthy  ])laces,  and  all  the  close  and  confined  lanes, 
y.ards,  .and  alleys  were  limewashed  and  jnu  ified  ; the  dAvellings  of  betAveen  300  and  400 
families  were  also  limewashed;  I also  cjui.sed  to  be  remoAed  about  400  SAvine;  the  AA’hole 
being  done  .at  theexpen.se  of  the  corpor.ation  of  this  town  : and  it  is  .almost  needle.ss  to  say 
that  such  measures  had  the  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  remoAail  of  a malignant  feATr 
which  this  town  was  Ausited  with  at  that  time. 

“ I remain,  Sir 

“ R.  Rawlinson,  Esq.  “ Your  humlde  and  obedient  serv.ant, 

“ Sanitjiry  Inspector.  “John  Scott, 

“ Sub-inspector  of  Police.” 

“ {The  Superintending  Inspector  to  Mr.  Cragie,  one  of  the  nuisance  inspectors)  Are  the 
ntii-sances  of  such  a char.acter,  that  they  are  continually  recurring  ? — Yes  ; .ash-])its,  priAues, 
and  accumulations  of  filth  in  lanes  .and  alleys,  ])rinci])all3'^  caused  by  the  insufficient  dr.ainage. 

“ Have  you  .any  rejiort  as  to  the  ]>resent  condition  of  places  previously  re[>orted  ? — Yes; 
the  great  evil  arises  from  dwelling-houses  in  close  confined  .alleys  and  jilaces  chiefly  inhab- 
ited by  Irish.  In  tlie  places  Avhere  the  cholera  broke  out  there  Avere  as  many  persons  as 
fifteen,  sixteen,  and  nineteen  in  one  room  ; 1 spe.ak  of  Sandgate,  Wall-knoll  and  Mount 
Pleasant. 

• » • ♦ « « 

" Has  the  corporation  the  jioAver,  under  its  OAvn  Acts,  to  regulate  lodging-houses  ? — 
{Mr.  Turner.)  There  is  a clause  in  their  new  Act  which  gives  them  that  power,  but  it  is  a 
dead  letter.”  » ♦ * * * 

“ Mr.  Thomas  Gr.ay  wished  to  state,  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  guardians,  that  in  eA^ery 
in.st.ance  where  a written  complaint  had  been  forwarded  to  them,  that  complaint  h.ad  been 
attended  to  at  once;  but  many  p.arties  Avere  mistaken  as  to  the  extent  of  their  poAvers, 
which,  though  j)erem])tory  and  sti'ong,  Avere  limited.  To  that  limit  they  h.ad  gone  in  eA’ery 
instance,  and  in  the  case  under  consideration  tlu^  board  had  done  exactly  Avhat  the  Act 
allowed — cleansed  .and  remoA'cd  the  matter  com])lained  of  But  the  evil  Avas  of  daily 
recurrence,  .and  reipiired  to  be  cured  .at  the  fountain  head  Stirring  it  iqi,  he  Avan  afraid, 
made  it  wor.se. 


R.  Rawlmson,Esq, 
C.E. 

19th  Jan.  1854. 


Extracts  from 
short-hand  writer's 
Notes  of  Evidence, 
taken  \ Sth  Dec. 
1849. 
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short-hand  writer's 
Notes  of  Evidence, 
taken  \Sth  Dec. 
1849. 


“ Mr.  Jenkins,  the  inspector  of  nuisances  for  the  northern  district  of  the  town,  spoke 
as  to  the  state  of  the  sewerage  in  Brandling-place.  The  width  of  the  sewer  was  only  six 
inches,  so  that  the  filth  couhl  not  got  away,  and  it  consequently  oveiilowed,  to  the  great 
discomfort  of  the  inhahitants.  At  the  ])resent  time  there  are  several  cases  of  fever  and 
small-pox  in  Brandling-village. 

“ In  an.swer  to  f[uestions,  Mr.  Jenkins  stated  that  there  are  between  200  and  300 
houses  in  the  neighbourhood  ; when  the  drain  was  put  in,  it  was  for  two  or  three  small 
houses,  and  it  was  never  enlarged,  which  made  the  place  in  its  present  condition.  The 
houses  were  occupied  by  the  working  classes,  and  the  landlords,  who  got  the  property  for 
the  sake  of  county  votes,  would  do  nothing  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

“ The  Inspector  asked  what  class  of  persons  these  landlords  were  ? — Mr.  Jenkins  replied, 
all  classes. 

“ Mr.  H.  Turner  said,  the  houses  were  built  after  the  election  of  1826,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  votes. 

“ Mr.  Jenkins  said,  he  wished  also  to  state  the  condition  of  some  houses  at  Byker-bar 
occupied  by  muggers.  He  had  seen  eighteen  in  one  cottage,  tivo  ill  of  fever,  and  others 
lying  with  horses,  altogether  in  a state  of  nudity.  They  are  principally  English, 
wandering  gipsies  ; they  come  here  in  summer,  and  go  away  in  winter. 

“ {The  Inspector.)  Had  they  the  cholera  among  them  this  summer  ? — Yes. 

* * * * * # 


A report  from  the  town  surveyor  was  then  read,  relative  to  the  Newcastle  baths  and 
wash-houses,  situated  on  the  Garth-heads,  Sandgate  New-road,  stating  that  they  had  been 
built  by  the  town  council,  on  a petition  from  the  guardians  of  the  poor,  in  1848,  and  had 
been  opened  to  the  public  in  the  August  of  that  year,  giving  the  statistics  of  their 
progi’ess  in  public  favour,  and  adding  that  great  good  had  already  been  efiected  by  the 
establishment  of  these  the  first  baths  and  wash-houses  in  this  district,  and  that  people 
looked  forward  to  the  time  when  the  corporation  should  be  pleased  to  plant  one  or  more 
of  these  most  useful  institutions  in  other  densely  populated  parts  of  the  borough. 

“ The  Inspector  said,  this  report  was  exceedingly  gratifying,  and  creditable  to  the 
corporation. 

“ The  mayor  (Joseph  Crawhall,  Esq.)  remarked  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Corporation 
to  extend  these  establishments,  and  to  plant  them  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  Previous 
to  establishing  those  now  in  existence,  he  had  gone  over  to  Liverpool  at  his  own  expense, 
with  the  town  surveyor,  and  made  a minute  personal  inspection  of  those  there  estabHshecL 
They  had  availed  themselves  of  such  plans  as  they  thought  would  be  beneficial  here,  and 
the  corporation  were  only  awaiting  the  result  of  the  experiment,  which  was  certain  to  be 

successful,  to  carry  out  the  system  more  extensively  for  the  benefit  of  the  town. 

* * * * * * 

“ Mr.  Hodge  called  tire  attention  of  the  inspector  to  a privy  in  Nun’s-lane,  which  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  contended  should  either  be 
removed  as  a positive  nuisance,  which  could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious  to  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  else  have  some  more  efficient  means  provided  for  cleaning  it  out.  The 
privy  had  been  erected  within  the  last  few  years,  and  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  a 
situation  might  have  been  found  where  there  is  a large  stream  of  water,  having  a 
continued  runner  passing  by  it,  a place  called  Darn  Crook. 

■Siv  ^ 

“ The  Inspector  said  this  was  a matter  which  had  excited  his  atterrtion  at  different  places, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  say  he  had  never  yet  seen  a public  privy  which  was  not  a public 
pest  and  nrrisance.  In  marry  cases  the  very  worst  nuisance  irr  tire  district  was  a public 
privy.  It  might  be  kejrt  irr  order,  but  it  must  be  by  corrstarrt  atterrtion.  Even  if  more 
tharr  one  family  used  one  privy,  it  was  rarely  kept  in  order. 

* * * # » 

Mr.  Wallace  said  arr  imrrrense  quarrtity  of  water  was  plurrged  irr  to  the  priv}'’  in  Nun’s- 
lane  every  night. 

“ [Mr.  Hodge.) — Yes;  and  the  smell  arising  from  it  is  fearful.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  a coirtinual  supply  passing  through  a perforated  pipe  might  have  a beneficial 
effect. 

“ !Mr.  Gray,  whilst  on  this  subject,  woirld  call  the  attention  of  the  irrspector  to  clauses 
92  arrd  93  of  the  Town  Improvernerrt  Act  of  1846.  These  clauses  refer  to  places  of 
coirvenierrce,  which  by  the  Act  the  wurrcil  were  errrpowered  to  order  to  be  made.  In 
some  of  the  best  streets  of  Newcastle,  orr  orre  side  of  Deair  street,  for  irrstance,  there  were 
no  such  places.  He  wished  to  krrow  whether  nreans  were  takerr  to  enforce  these  provisions 
beitrg  carried  out. 

“ The  Towrr  Surveyor  said  this  part  of  the  Act  had  not  been  carried  out. 

“ {The  Inspector.)  Has  the  corporation  any  inspector  of  nrrisances? 

“ {The  Town  Surveyor.)  No. 

-Sf  * * » * 

“ The  Mayor  said,  it  was  very  difficult  to  carry  the  clauses  which  had  been  read  into 
effect.  They  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  town  improvement  committee,  and  they 
found  extreme  difficulty  on  the  sirbject.  For  instance,  there  were  some  blocks  of  old 
property,  from  which  very  little  rent  Avas  obtained,  and  indeed  in  some  cases  it  was 
difiicult  to  ascerteJn  the  names  of  the  j roprietors ; and  if  even  the^^  erected  these 
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conveniences,  such  were  the  social  hahits  of  the  people  that  a still  gi-eater  nuisance  would  R.RauTmson.Esq., 

probably  be  created.  C.E. 

* * * * * 


“ {Mr.  Tim.  Kewton,  Surgeon,)  Why  does  not  tlie  cor[)oration  make  water-closets  in  their 
own  tenemented  property  ? 

‘'{The  Mayor)  I am  not  aware  that  the}'  have  built  an\'.  They  bought  some 
tenemented  property  in  Sandgatc,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it  down  and  making  public 
improvements. 

“ {Mr.  Keiiion)  The  whole  of  Sandgate  is  unprovided  with  anytliing  of  the  kind,  and 
the  female  part  of  the  community  have  no  pi’ivy  at  all. 

“ {The  Mayor.)  The  corporation  intend  to  take  their  property  down  ; they  have  already 
sacrificed  a con.siderable  sum  in  rents  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  liealth  of  tlie  people.  They 

have  also  erected  public  j)rivies  in  that  neigh bomhood. 

*•  * 


19th  Jan.  1854. 


Extracts  from 
short-hand  icriter's 
Notes  of  Evidence, 
tahen  18/4  Dec. 
1849. 


“ Mr.  Gray  observed  that  the  corjioration  has  already  full  powers  for  eirsuring  the  paving 
of  new  streets.  He  directed  attention  to  clauses  58,  5!),  GO,  and  G8  of  the  Local  Act 
of  184G,  Avhicli  enable  the  council,  if  a street  is  not  properly  paved,  to  give  a month’s 
notice  to  the  proprietors  to  put  it  in  a proj)er  state,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  then  the 
council  CJin  do  it,  charging  the  owners  with  the  cost  in  rehitive  proportions.  The  corpo- 
ration have  power  to  enforce  ])ayment  of  tliese  proportions  out  of  the  rents  of  the  tenants. 
Every  builder  is  directed  liy  the  Act  to  give  notice  to  the  surveyor  of  his  intention  to 
build,  .so  that  he  may  .see  the  })iovisions  of  the  Act  are  complied  with,  and  failing  to  give 
such  notice  he  is  liable  to  a ])enalty  of  ol.  He  (Mr.  Gray)  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Wallace, 
the  town  surveyor,  how  many  notices  lie  has  received  since  tlie  passing  the  Act  ? 

“ {The  Tov:n  Surveyor.)  None  ; I believe  I may  .say  tlie  builders  have  never  noticed  it 
at  all. 

“ (j\fr.  Gray.)  Has  the  penalty  of  5b  been  levied  ? 

“ {The  Town  Surveyor.)  Nothing  of  the  kind  has  ever  been  done  ; it  has  been  a dead 
letter  altogether. 

“ Mr.  Gray  believed  not  a single  street  had  been  jiaved  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
The  surveyor  was  Avell  acquainted  with  a number  of  buildings  now  going  on  in  various 
jiarts  of  the  town,  and  in  consecpience  of  these  regulations  not  being  carried  into  effect, 
there  were  even  gi’eater  nuisances  than  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town.  He  might  mention 
the  town.ship  of  Westgate,  where  a great  many  jicnsons  had  gone  to  live  in  consequence 
of  the  buildings  pulled  down  to  make  ajiproaches  to  the  High  Level  Bridge.  The  jieople 
who  built  these  liou.ses  were  anxious  to  get  a high  rate  of  interest  for  their  money,  and 
in  con, sequence  of  their  neglect  of  sanitary  regulations  the  rates  had  increased,  and 
would  increase. 

“ {Mr.  Gibson,  to  the  Town  Surveyor).  Have  you  taken  any  notice  of  the  smoke 
nui.sance  ? 

“ {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  done. 

****** 

“ Mr.  Gibson  .said  there  were  powers  in  tlie  Act  for  suppressing  the  smoke  nuisance. 
**■*•*■*  » 

“ The  Ins]iector  .said  if  the  corporation  had  full  poAver  to  deal  Avith  the  smoke  nuisance, 
they  must  liaA'e  been  inattenti\'e  or  Aery  lenient  in  their  treatment  of  per.s<ins. 

“ Mr.  Gib, son  said  the  council  felt  it  Avas  not  their  duty  to  carry  out  this  part  of  the 
Act,  .seeing  the  toAvn  is  so  much  intere.sted  in  smoke. 

“ {The  Inapector.)  Then  the  corporation  egregiously  fails  in  its  duty. 

****** 

“ The  iMayor  .said,  being  himself  one  of  the  local  govei-nors  of  the  toAvn  empoAvered  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  being  also  a ]iroducer  of  .smoke  to  a considerable 
extent,  he  had  thought  it  only  right  on  his  ]iart  to  .set  an  example,  and  he  Avould  brietly 
state  his  oavu  experience  in  the  matter.  He  placed  himself  in  communication  Avith 
various  practical  authorities  in  the  kingdom,  visited  Leed.s,  LiA’crpool,  and  London,  and 
perused  most  attenti\'ely  the  eA’idence  jiroduced  before  the  ( ’omniittee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  subject.  The  bulk  of  that  evidence  seemed  to  lie  in  liivour  of  Williams’ 
jiatent,  and  it  A\as  .strongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Lb-e,  Professor  Earraday,  and  other 
great  names.  He  opened  a corresj  ion  deuce  with  the  ])ateiitees,  and  the  re.sult  A\’as,  that 
they  sent  doAvn  a person  ex))re.ssly  to  sii])erliiteiid  the  erection  of  the  apparatus,  and  at 
his  expense.  When  it  A\'as  conqileted,  he  found  it  consumed  the  smoke,  liut  it  Avould  not 
raise  the  steam  so  as  to  drive  the  machineiy.  This  probably  arose  from  the  drcum.stance 
of  a stream  of  atmos])heric  air  being  carried  oA’er  the  to]>  of  the  furnace  IietAveen  the  fire 
and  the  lifiiler,  Avhich  is  commonly  the  case  in  ap])aratus  for  consuming  smoke.  He  Avrote 
to  the  ]iarties  ami  told  them  the  efiect  ; they  shufiied  a,  good  deal,  but  at  length  tliCA'  said 
they  had  merely  purchased  the  jiatent,  and  could  not  be  answerable  for  its  defect.s.  So 
the  affair  ended  ‘ in  smoke,’  and  he  Avas  obliged  to  abandon  the  ])hin  Avhieh,  at  consi- 
derabh;  expense,  he  had  attem])ted  to  carry  out.  But  authorities  Avere  not  CA'cn  agreed 
as  to  Avhat  opaque  smoke  Ava.s.  Parliament  had  on  two  or  three  occasions  endeaA'oured  to 
liave  a gtmeral  bill,  but  on  the  la.st  occasion  Avhen  Mr.  !Mackiunou  brought  in  a bill  he 
was  stopped  in  limine,  as  the  ])arties  could  not  agree  on  a.  defiidtion  of  opaque  smoke. 

“ Mr.  Henry  Tmaier  referred  to  Manchester  where  the  smoke  Avas  consumed,  and  to  his 
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own  experience  as  a smoke  producer.  At  times,  from  the  inattention  of  parties  feeding 
tlie  fire,  tlie  smoke  was  more  opaque  than  it  ought  to  be.  He  considered  the  Act  should 
he  enforced  hy  the  council,  for  in  this  neighbourhood  the  mass  of  smoke  was  greater  than 
in  Manchester,  since  the  application  of  the  Act  there  for  the  consumption  of  smoke. 


“ {The  Inspector)  As  he  had  already  said,  smoke  might  be  consumed,  hut  it  must  be  by 
constant  attention.  When  he  himself  had  charge  of  engine  power,  he  increased  the  wages 
of  the  fireman,  not  weekly,  but  he  gave  a weekly  increase,  payable  quarterly,  subject  to 
every  fine  that  might  be  levied  upon  him  for  smoke.  There  was  no  more  smoke  after 
that  plan  was  brought  into  operation.  That  steam  might  be  got  up  sufficient  to  work  an 
engine  up  to  its  power,  according  to  the  principles  of  construction  at  present  adopted,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever — it  was  done  daily.  But  the  engine  must  not  be  overworked, 
and  there  must  be  excess  of  boiler  room. 

“ Dr.  Embleton  said  that  great  difficulty  arose  in  cleansing  and  paving  certain  roads  in 
Newcastle  for  this  reason,  it  was  not  known  exactly  who  are  the  owners  of  those  streets, 
and  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  corporation  or  the  surveyors  of  the  highways  of  the 
township  in  which  the  streets  are  situated.  Some  doubt  existed  on  the  subject,  and  the 
consequence  was  the  corporation  said  they  had  no  business  with  the  streets  ; the  surveyors 
of  highways,  on  being  appealed  to,  declared  they  could  not  get  a rate.  According  to  the 
Improvement  Act  of  1837  the  corporation  has  power  to  agvee  with  the  surveyors  of 
highways.  The  inspector  would  have  occasion  to  see  the  streets  in  his  survey  of  the 
borough,  and  would  be  disgusted,  if  he  could  be  disgusted,  with  the  state  of  the  public  streets. 

“ Ml-.  Cooper  Abbs  said  the  application  of  the  Health  of  Towns  Act  to  the  parlia- 
mentary borough  would  remedy  the  evil,  by  constituting  the  corporation  surveyors  of  all 
roads  within  the  district.  The  corporation  could  not  then  throw  back  the  duty  on  the 
township  surveyors. 

“ Dr.  Embleton  observed  that,  with  their  -[iresent  powers,  the  corporation  might  agree 
with  the  surveyors,  and  the  matter  thus  be  arranged. 

“ {Mr.  Blackwall,  a Member  of  the  To%vn  Co%incil)  Yes ; but  two  parties  must  be  con- 
sulted, and  if  a surveyor  of  highways  declines  to  negociate,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter. 

“ Dr.  Ernlileton  wished  to  know  if  the  corporation  had  made  any  proposal  to  the  sur- 
veyors of  highways  ? — No  reply  was  given  to  this  interrogatory. 


“ {The  Inspector  to  the  Toivn  Surveyor)  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  land  to  be 
drained  by  the  whole  of  the  sewers  in  the  town  ? — No. 

“ Did  you  make  any  calcidation  as  to  the  extent  of  drainage  required  before  com- 
mencing to  construct  the  main  sewers  ? — The  sewer  in  Grey-street  was  made  fifteen  years 
ago  by  Mr.  Grainger. 

“ Did  you  ever  notice  whether  the  sewers  were  full,  or  to  what  extent  they  were  fiUed  ? 
— We  have  had  them  filled  sometimes,  but  they  were  then  not  above  half  the  area  they 
are  now. 

“ Which  of  them  have  you  had  filled  ? — We  have  had  them  filled  at  the  foot  of  Dean- 
street,  wliere  they  blew  up. 

“ What  was  the  size  of  those  which  blew  up  ? — Only  about  2 feet  2 inches  ; they  are 
now  about  5 feet  by  3 feet. 

“ Do  you  know  whether  it  Avas  high  or  low  tide  at  the  time  ? — The  land  floods 
caused  it. 

“ What  sewers  are  you  now  carrying  out  ? — We  are  forming  a long  one  in  Northumber- 
land-street,  and  we  have  made  servers  in  Pilgrim-street  and  Bigg-market. 

“ And  did  you  make  a calculation  of  the  velocity  of  the  water  before  you  commenced 
there  ? — There  is  not  a great  deal  of  water. 

“ But  why  make  them  so  large  ? — We  do  not  consider  them  large. 

“ What  will  be  the  cost  per  lineal  yard? — They  are  let  at  32s.  per  yard. 

“ And  what  length  have  you  let  ? — About  1,400  or  1,500  yard.s. 

“ (The  Inspector)  It  is  most  important  that  the  corporation  should  not  expend  the 
pul)lic  money  unnecessai'ily  or  injudiciously.  If  you  have  not  calculated  what  water  will 
come  down,  how  can  you  know  what  extent  of  sewerage  will  be  required  ? — The  proba- 
bility is,  that  a 12-inch  drain  pipe  would  have  answered  the  purpose,  and  much  better 
than  the  one  you  are  now  constructing  at  so  much  expense.  The  space  unoccupied  by 
the  drainage,  in  a common  sewer,  allowed  the  evaporation  to  escape,  and  is  positively 
mischievous. 

“The  Town  Surveyor  exjnessed  doubts  of  a 12-inch  pipe  answering  the  pm-pose  for 
which  the  sewer  in  Northumberland-street  is  being  constructed. 

* -St  * * * * 


“ Mr.  William  Richardson  drew  the  attention  of  the  inspector  to  the  state  of  Marl- 
borough Crescent,  and  the  imperfect  drainage  of  that  part  of  the  town.  Three  sewers 
met  there  nearly  together,  and  the  tlu’ee  will  contain  about  42  ft.  water,  sectional  area ; 
these  are  brought  into  a common  sewer,  which  will  contain  only  about  20  ft.  water. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  water  is  forced  back  into  the  kitchens  of  the  houses  in  the 
neighliomhood,  being  sometimes  several  feet  deep.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  in  that 
part  of  the  town  to  see  men  and  women  standing  up  to  their  knees  baling  the  water  to 
prevent  it  flowing  into  their  houses. 
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“ The  Town  Siu-veyor  stated  that  when  the  inspector  was  in  that  locality,  lie  would  R.HawJiiisoH.Esq., 
point  out  the  place  to  him.  C’.A’. 


“ Mr.  Stephens  was  asked  hy  Mr.  Gray  if  a register  of  the  lodging-houses  in  the 
toNvn  was  kept  ? — Mr.  Stephens  said  by  the  Act  of  1846  the  corporation  had  power  to 
make  byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  lodging-houses,  and  he  believed  the  subject  was  now 
under  their  consideration. 

“ Dr.  Robinson  secretary  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  pre- 
sented the  following  report  fi-om  that  liody  : — 


19th  Jan.  1854. 


Extracts  from 
short-hand  writers 
Notes  of  Evidence, 
taken  18rt  Dec. 
1849. 


“ To  Robert  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  Superintending  Inspector  of  the  General 

Board  of  Health. 


“ Sir, — In  submitting  to  your  notice  the  few  following  observation.s,  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Sanitary  A.ssociation  trust  that  they  Avill  not  be  con.sidered  as  at  all  desirous 
of  intruding  upon  the  othcial  duties  of  the  public  bodies  charged  with  the  sanitary 
regulation  of  this  borough.  Their  object  in  taking  part  in  the  present  inquiry  is  ratlftr 
to  evince  the  existence  in  the  public  mind  of  a desire  for  the  speed}'  application  of 
practical  remedies  to  evils  now  generally  recognised,  than  to  attempt  to  add  to  the 
valuable  mass  of  information  already  embodied  in  various  reports  and  publications. 
They  may,  however,  lie  permitted  briefly  to  remind  the  inliabitants  of  Newcastle  of  some 
of  the  benefits  which  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  arise  from  the  introduction  of  tlie 
Public  Health  Act  into  this  town. 

“ In  the  first  place,  the  monstrous  anomaly  con.stituted  by  the  exclu.sion  from  the 
chief  advantages  of  municipal  government  of  districts  in  this  town,  containing  a 
numeroas  jxipulatiou,  will  be  removed  l>y  the  exten.sion  of  .sanitary  regulations  to  the 
ill-conditioned  suburbs  of  Newcastle. 

“ 2.  It  may  ])erhaps  also  be  assumed  that  as  the  local  board  of  health  will  command  the 
means  of  forthwith  establi.shing  a complete  and  com])rehensive  system  of  drainage  for  the 
whole  of  the  district  occupied  by  this  town,  the  inhabitants  will  no  longer  feel  the 
annoyance  of  being  called  upon  to  pay  rates  for  the  formation  of  isolated  sources  from 
winch  the  great  majority  of  the  rate-payers  derive  no  immediate  advantage. 

“ 3.  From  the  peculiar  position  of  the  Town-mooi-,  with  reference  to  the  natural 
drainage  area  of  the  Newcastle  district,  the  importance  of  making  simultaneous  provision 
for  the  discharge  of  the  water  suj)plied  from  this  .source  must  be  obvious  ; and  it  is 
therefore  to  be  hoped  that  an  arrangement  may  be  entered  into  between  the  local  board 
of  health  and  the  body  of  freemen,  for  the  acc(tm])li.shment  of  an  object  which  must  tend 
to  raise  the  value  of  this  noble  property,  and  at  the  .same  time  add  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  generally. 

“ Without  entering  into  further  particular.s,  it  may  be  contidently  exjiected  that  the 
system  of  improved  .sanitary  regulations  contained  in  this  mca.sure  will,  in  the  hands  of 
the  gentlemen  selected  by  the  town  council  of  this  borough  as  the  local  board  of  health, 
speedily  remove  many  of  those  sources  of  disea.se,  discomfort,  and  demoralization;  which 
have  so  long  preyed  on  the  vital  energies,  and  inqteded  the  moral  advajicement,  of  the 
labouring  poj)ulatif)n  of  Newcastle  ; while  the  rate-i)ayers,  Avho  have  su])]>lied  the  large 
sums  required  to  restrain  and  assuage  the  melancholy  effects  of  the  di.seases  engendered 
by  the  removable  physical  agencies  allmled  to,  will  doubtle.ss  in  a short  time  exjierience 
the  actual  economy  of  those  iinjirovements  by  means  of  Avhich  they  will  also  have 
materially  contributed  to  diminish  the  suffering,  and  elevate  the  general  condition  of 
their  less  I’ortunate  fellow  creatures. 

“ (Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  by) 

“ George  Roiunson,  M.D.,  Hon.  Sec. 

“ Newcastle-on-Tyne,  17th  December  1849. 


“ The  doctor  also  read  the  following  repoi’t,  signed  by  eleven  practising  physicians 
and  surgeons : — 

“ Report  of  the  Medical  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  AssockUion, 
communicated  a.d.  1849  to  Robert  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  Super intcndiny  hispcctor  of 
the  General  Board  of  Health,  hy  George  Robinson,  M.D.,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Association. 

“In  presenting  a brief  review  of  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
during  the  last  seven  years,  the  Medical  Committee  and  Sanitary  Association  have  in  the 
first  place  to  expre.ss  their  regret  that  the  present  machinery  for  the  registration  of  the 
cau.ses  of  death  does  not  enable  them  to  enter  so  fully  as  they  could  wi.sh  into  the  sta- 
tistics of  mortality  for  this  bf)rough.  Tliey  trust  however,  that  in  the  event  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a local  board  of  health  in  Newcastle,  some  arrangement  will  be  made  with 
the  view  of  regularly  publishing,  in  a tabular  form,  information  as  to  the  numbers  and 
cau.ses  of  deatlis  occurring  in  a given  time,  on  tlie  plan  of  the  London  bills  of  mortality. 
For  they  are  convince*!  that  the  early  publication  of  such  information  will  not  only  be 
usefid  for  meflical  Inquiries,  but  will  also  exerci.se  a most  beneficial  inliuence  upon  the 
health  of  towns,  by  directing  immediate  attention  to  any  exHaordinary  causes  of 
mortality. 

“ From  the  limited  materials  at  their  command  the  committee  have  prepared  the  sub- 
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joined  statement  of  the  mortality  in  Newcastle  during  tlie  period  indicated  by  the  Public 
Health  Act  as  furnishing  a test  of  the  applicabilities  of  that  measure  in  certain  cases. 

“ During  each  of  the  seven  years  ending  31st  December  1S4S,  the  deaths  have  been 
as  follows  : — 


In  1842  - 

Deaths. 

- 1,737 

1843 

- 1,923 

1844  - 

- 1,606 

1845 

- 1,750 

1846  - 

- 2,909 

1847 

- 2,700 

1848  - 

- 2,290 

(being  an  increase  of  1,1.59  on  the  preceding  year.) 


“ The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  duriug  th.s  period  thus  amounting  to  14,915,  or 
an  average  annual  mortality  of  2,130. 

“In  1841  the  population  of  Newcastle  amounted  to  71,844,  and  assuming  it  to  continue 
to  increase  in  the  same  proportion,  it  will  in  1851  amount  to  93,861.  Now  if  the  mean 
between  these  two  numbers,  82,852,  be  taken  as  representing  the  average  population  of 
the  town  during  the  last  seven  }mars,  (an  estimate  evidently  understating  the  rate  of 
mortality,  inasmuch  as  the  chief  increase  of  population  generally  occurs  during  the 
latter  half  of  each  decennial  period,)  the  average  annual  mortality  among  each  1 ,000  of 
the  population  will  be  25'70.  But  during  the  last  three  years  it  has  much  exceeded  tliis 
proportion.  Thus  the  deaths  registered  during  the  year  1846,  calculated  on  a population 
of  82,852,  represent  a mortality  of  35-11  among  each  1,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
castle, or  3i  per  cent,  and  in  the  years  1847  and  1848,  the  deaths  to  each  1,000  of  the 
population  were  respectively  32'58  and  27"63  ; whereas  the  average  annual  mortality,  in  the 
estimation  of  those  persons  who  have  devoted  most  attention  to  this  subject,  should  not 
exceed  20  to  each  l,00u  of  the  popidation  or  2 per  cent.  It  maj'  be  added  that  the  deaths 
registered  in  Newcastle  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  present  year  amount  to 
1,899,  so  that  there  is  a tolerable  certainty  of  1849  equalling  the  average  of  the  seven 
preceding  years. 

“ This  excessive  mortality  during  the  last  few  years  has  arisen  solely  froin  zymotic 
or  epidemic,  Avhich  are  in  fact  the  most  preventible,  diseases — scarlatina,  influenza,  typhus 
and  other  forms  of  continued  fever,  measles,  small-pox,  and  cholera  are  the  chief  of  this 
gi-oup,  and  the  former  have  in  turn  raged  with  great  severity  in  this  disti-ict.  For  the 
minute  statistics  of  the  mortality  arising  from  these  visitations,  we  must  from  the  cause 
above  alluded  to,  beg  to  refer  to  the  Eegistrar  General,  and  we  shall  therefore  in  the  follow- 
ing observations  restrict  ourselves  ; — 

“ 1st.  To  the  indication  of  the  chief  localities,  selected  by  the  various  epidemics,  and 
the  physical  causes  which  have  apparently  influenced  that  selection. 

“ 2nd.  To  the  brief  consideration  of  the  circumstances  which  have,  as  far  as  human 
knowledge  can  take  cognizance  of  such  events,  contributed  in  a great  measure  to  preserve 
the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  from  the  pestilence  which  has  within  the  last  year  proved  so 
fatal  in  the  surrounding  districts,  and  which  on  its  former  \-isitation  raged  with  equal 
violence  in  tliis  town  itself,  and  conclude  by  enumerating  some  of  the  chief  removeable 
sources  of  disease  which  have  fixllen  imder  our  observation,  together  with  a few  suggestions 
for  their  future  prevention. 

“ Dr.  Reid’s  report  contains  a list  of  the  most  unhealthy  districts  in  Newcastle  pre- 
pared by  the  medical  committee  then  appointed.  We  have  on  the  present  occasion,  there- 
fore, merely  to  refer  to  that  list,  as  unfortunately  the  same  places  still  retain  their 
notoriety  as  the  chief  seats  of  epidemic  disease  Thus  scarlatina,  winch  raged  here  with 
considerable  malignity  during  the  year  1846,  fixed  its  principal  seat  in  the  newly  built 
but  densely  populated  and  much  neglected  district  situated  between  Gallowgate,  Arthur’s 
Hill,  and  the  barracks,  a district  described  in  one  of  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Association 
as  constituting  ‘ a new  and  rapidly  increasing  town  which  has  within  the  last  few  3mars 
‘ arisen  in  the  north-western  suburb  of  Newcastle,  and  bejmnd  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
‘ coi-poration..  These  streets  are  mostly  inhabited  b^--  labouring  men  and  their  families, 
‘ and  present  in  a marked  degree  the  jxhysical  and  moral  evils  which  afflict  the  poor,  when 
‘ deprived  of  all  offlcial  superintendence  and  protection  ; undrained,  unpaved,  they  consti- 
‘ tute  in  winter  a perfect  swamp,  whilst  the  summer’s  sun  acting  on  the  mass  of  animal 
‘ and  vegetable  refuse  embedded  in  the  mire,  produce  the  poisonous  exhalations  fi’om 
‘ which  fevers  originate. 

“ ‘ This  district  is  consequently  the  chief  focus  whence  the  epidemic  of  scarlatina,  (which 
‘ last  year  ravaged  Newcastle,)  spread  its  fatal  influence,  and  the  mortality  here  among 
‘ the  children  was  excessive.’ 

“ To  describe  the  seats  of  typhus  and  other  forms  of  continued  fever  would  be  to 
enumerate  all  the  nari-ow  undrained  alleys  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  together  with 
man\"  eqxially  unhealthy,  because  still  more  neglected,  districts  in  the  suburbs.  In  many 
parts  of  Newcastle  fever  may  be  said  to  be  never  absent,  and  a continued  residence  in 
those  unwholesome  dwellings  is  certain  to  involve  the  prostration,  and  eventually  the 
death,  of  some  members  of  the  family  by  fever.  As  an  illustration  of  this  statement,  we 
may  refer  to  the  statistics  of  fever  in  a notorious  localit}",  during  a portion  only  of  the 
epidemic  of  1847,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  in  nine  rooms  in  Craigs-court,  tenanted  at 
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the  time  of  inspection,  by  55  inhabitants,  there  had  been  within  the  three  months  R.Rawlins(m,Esq., 

immediately  preceding  our  visit,  no  less  than  50  cases  of  fever  and  five  deaths.  Nor  was 

there  any  difficulty  in  discovering  the  physical  causes  which  thus  doomed  the  unfortunate  ~ 

inhabitants  of  these  pest-houses  to  certain  suffering,  and  the  possible  contingency  of 

premature  death.  For  being  built  in  clo.se  contact  with  the  earth,  forming  the  side  of  a 

steep  bank,  the  walls  of  these  houses  Avere  neces.sarily  and  constantly  imbued  with  Report  of  the 

moisture,  wliile  a large  collection  of  every  species  of  filth  from  piggeries,  and  heaps,  &c.  Medical  Committee 

on  the  summit  of  the  bank  aboA^e,  supplied  a constant  source  of  putrifying  liquid  to  of  the  Newcastle 

mingle  Avith  the  natural  drainage  water,  and  ooze  Avdth  it  into  the  porous  walls  of  the  Gateshead 

subjacent  dAvellings.  It  is  but  proper  to  mention  that,  since  the  period  of  that  Ausit,  the  Sanitary  Associa 

toAvn  council  have  enacted  a byelaAV,  forbidding  pigs  to  be  kept  AAdthin  the  toAAoi  ; but 

the  other  evils  remain  unremedied,  and  are  unfortunately  but  too  common  in  all  the  Ioav- 

lying  parts  of  the  town.  Among  other  fever  haunts  in  the  suburbs,  we  may  mention  as 

instances  of  its  dependence  on  defectiA^e  sanitary  arrangements,  the  back  streets  of 

Brandling  village,  Byker,  Buckingham-street,  Peel-street,  &c.  We  also  beg  to  subjoin  a 

table  recently  presented  by  Dr.  Bulman  to  the  Pathological  Society  of  this  toAvn,  Avhich 

shows  the  number  of  cases  of  fever  attended  at  the  feA^er  hospital  and  from  the  NeAvcastle 

dispensary,  during  the  last  33  years. 

“A  TohU  shoruinff  the  Total  N amber  of  Cases  of  Fever  treated  in  the  Newcastle  Fever 
Hospital,  and  by  the  Oficers  of  the  Newcastle  Dispensary,  in  each  of  the  last  33  years. 


Years. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

In  1816 

192 

15 

1817  - 

- 

434 

22 

1818 

- 

- 

540 

27 

1819  - 

- 

116 

9 

1820 

- 

- 

68 

5 

1821  - 

- 

95 

4 

1822 

* 

- 

203 

9 

1823  - 

- 

45 

4 

1824 

- 

- 

225 

5 

1825  - 

- 

317 

22 

1 826 

- 

- 

358 

17 

1827  - 

- 

252 

5 

1828 

- 

- 

234 

15 

1829  - 

- 

123 

6 

1830 

- 

135 

3 

1831  - 

- 

632 

22 

1832 

- 

- 

167 

5 

1833  - 

- 

206 

10 

1834 

- 

- 

389 

12 

1835  - 

- 

327 

13 

1836 

- 

- 

234 

14 

18.37  - 

- 

605 

44 

1838 

- 

- 

524 

37 

1839  - 

- 

6.57 

45 

1840 

- 

- 

541 

28 

1841  - 

- 

498 

24 

1842 

- 

- 

530 

24 

1843  - 

- 

556 

17 

1844 

- 

- 

264 

14 

1 845  - 

- 

286 

17 

1846 

- 

- 

486 

33 

1847  - 

- 

1,179 

91 

1848 

“ 

“ 

271 

22 

“ The  comparative  exeinj)tion  of  Newcastle  from  the  late  Ausitatiou  of  cholera,  while  a 
natural  source  of  congratulation  and  gratitude  to  the  inhabitants,  is,  Ave  think,  as  far  as 
we  are  enabled  to  j)euetrate  into  the  mystery  of  the  irregular  course  followed  by  tliis 
epidemic,  to  be  taken  as  a remarkable  instance  of  the  elHcacy  of  even  the  slight  and 
partial  measures  yet  adojited  for  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the  toAvn,  and  as  a 
strong  ground  of  encouragement  for  the  further  prosecution  of  that  improvement.  For 
we  are  lerl  to  consider  as  the  chief  human  agencies  which  huA’C  tended  to  this  fortunate 
result : — 

“ I.  'I’he  general  cleansing  ett'ected  during  the  prevalence  of  the  various  epidemics 
with  which  this  town  has  of  late  years  been  visited,  and  by  which  enormous  masses 
of  decomposing  refuse,  the  accumulations  of  years,  were  removed  from  many  of  the  most 
den.sely  populated  districts. 

(1 
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“ 2.  The  introduction  of  an  increased  supply  of  pure  water  on  such  terms  and 
mechanical  arrangements  as  to  render  it  generally  accessible  to  the  poor. 

“ 3.  The  establishment  of  a system  of  exportation  of  town  refuse  for  agricultural 
purposes,  by  which  a temptation  to  accumulate  ashes  and  night  soil  for  the  benefit  of  the 
landlord  has  ceased  to  operate  in  the  same  degree  among  the  owners  of  the  inferior 
classes  of  dwellings. 

“The  comparatively  few  cases  of  malignant  cholera  which  have  occurred  in  Newcastle 
supply,  we  think  amply  sufficient  evidence  both  of  the  invariable  dependence  of  attacks 
of  this  epidemic  on  certain  predisposing  physical  causes,  and  also  of  the  necessity  for 
continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  lest  this  fearful  disease  in  the  event  of 
a second  (third  ?)  visitation,  by  no  means  an  uncommon  accident  in  its  erratic  course,  should 
exercise  a more  destructive  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle.  The  cases  in 
question  seem  chiefly  to  have  occiu-red  in  three  localities,  viz.,  in  the  ill-regulated  streets 
behind  Marlborough-crescent  in  Byker,  Jesmond-vale,  and  other  districts  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Ouseburn,  and  at  St.  Peters,  all  of  which  are,  Avith  trifling 
exceptions,  beyond  the  sanitary  jurisdiction  of  the  town  council. 

“ The  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the  neighbom-hood  of  Marlborough  Crescent,  which  occurred 
last  summer,  is,  by  the  inhabitants,  and  we  think  justly,  refen’ed  to  the  liability  of  that 
district  to  occasional  inundations  fl-orn  its  defective  sewerage.  We  are  told  that  during 
a heavy  thunder-storm,  on  the  8th  of  August  last,  the  gi'ound  floors  of  several  houses 
were  filled  with  filth  from  the  common  sewers,  that  women  might  be  seen  standing  up 
to  their  knees  in  water  raking  out  the  gratings,  while  their  furniture  was  swimming 
about  their  kitchens  ; that  within  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  of  that  time,  two  persons 
died  from  cholera  in  the  house  next  to  that  occupied  by  one  of  the  women  alluded  to, 
and  that  within  fifty  yards  of  the  same  spot  there  were  nine  deaths  from  cholera  within 
the  same  short  space  of  time. 

“ Mr.  C.  J.  Gibb,  in  communicating  on  the  loth  January  last  to  the  Pathological  Society 
of  this  town,  the  history  of  eleven  cases  of  malignant  cholera,  which  he  had  recently 
attended  in  the  eastern  district  of  Newcastle,  stated  that  ‘ the  locality  in  which  the  cases 
‘ appeared  were  in  accordance  with  the  known  dispositions  of  the  disease  to  follow  the 
‘ course  of  streams,  and  be  most  virulent  in  damp  situations ; they  all  appeared  along 
‘ the  banks  of  the  Ouseburn  stream,  and  in  one  yard,  where  six  out  of  seven  cases 
‘ proved  fatal,  there  was  an  open  drain  and  well  within  it,  and  on  one  side  of  it  a bank 
‘ from  which  fluids  drained  away  at  all  times  thi'ough  the  walls  of  some  of  the  lower 
‘ rooms,  or  into  the  yard  itself’  And  at  St.  Peter’s,  a cluster  of  streets  inhabited  by 
shipwrights  and  other  operatives,  and  situated  on  a creek  about  two  miles  below  the 
town,  the  connexion  lietween  the  sudden  and  fatal  visitation  of  cholera  and  its  usual 
physical  antecedent  was  equally  apparent. 

“ In  concluding  this  brief  review  of  the  more  important  incidents  in  the  recent 
sanitary  history  of  Newcastle,  we  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  following,  as  some  of  the 
chief  preventible  causes  of  the  excessive  mortality  lately  experienced  in  tins  town,  viz.  : 

“ 1.  The  absence  of  any  covered  drains  in  many  of  the  ])ublic  streets,  and  in  nearly 
all  those  nai'inw  entries,  courts,  and  alleys  which  contain  a very  large  proportion  of  the 
poorer  population. 

“ 2.  The  unpaved,  uncleansed,  and  consequently  filthy  and  repulsive  state  of  many 
of  the  streets,  particularly  those  recently  erected  in  the  suburbs,  where  whole  districts  are 
to  be  found  in  this  neglected  condition. 

“ 3.  The  overcrowded,  ill-ventilated,  and  ill-arranged  dwellings  occupied  by  the  mass 
of  the  labouring  population  as  tenements  and  lodging-houses. 

“ 4.  The  praqtice  of  building  houses  in  many  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  at  the  foot 
of  steep  declivities  in  such  a manner  that  the  back  walls  are  in  close  contact  with  the 
superincumbent  earth,  the  drainage  fi’om  which  necessarily  percolates  into  the  subjacent 
rooms,  caiT'ying  with  it  any  organic  matters  which  may  have  been  held  in  solution. 

“ 5.  The  frequent  accumulation  of  masses  of  decomposing  refuse  and  other  ofiensive 
matters,  which,  though  much  mitigated,  still  continues  to  exist  in  an  unnecessary  deguee, 
and  can  only  be  efiectually  suppressed  by  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities. 

“ Among  other  remedies  which  we  should  desire  to  see  applied  to  the  removal  of  these 
morbific  causes  may  be  mentioned — 

“ 1.  The  efiective  drainage  and  general  paving  and  cleansing,  not  only  of  the  great 
thoroughfares,  but  also  of  the  crowded  alleys  and  courts,  as  provided  in  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

“ 2.  The  registration  and  sanitary  regulation  of  lodging-houses  and  slaughter-houses, 
and  the  improvement  of  cellar  dwellings  indicated  in  the  same  manner. 

“ 3.  The  erection  of  such  a number  of  private  or  public  necessaries  as  may  secure  the 
higher  classes  of  inhabitants  from  the  present  disgusting  nuisances,  and  at  the  same  time 
preserve  for  tlie  poor  those  feelings  of  self-respect  and  decency  in  wliich  it  is  now  impos- 
sible for  them  to  indulge. 

“ We  may  lastly  express  a hope  that  the  wealthier  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  will, 
ere  long,  take  some  steps  for  providing  suitable  dwellings  for  the  working  classes  on  the 
plan  of  those  erected  by  the  London  Association,  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
carrying  out  that  benevolent  object.  The  necessity  for  some  such  provision  for  the 
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numerous  families  ejected  in  consequence  of  tlie  various  improvements  recently  effected 
in  the  central  parts  of  the  town,  becomes  every  year  more  urgent,  and  we  cannot  but 
entertain  a contident  conviction,  that  a plan  frauglit  witli  such  immediate  and  practical 
benefit  to  tlie  industrious  classes,  wliich  fosters  the  self-respect  of  the  tenant,  w bile  it 
supplies  every  want  of  a working  man’s  home,  which  has  been  lionoured  by  the  advocacy 
of  royalty  and  by  the  support  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  day,  and 
which,  above  all,  occupies  firm  ground  as  a pecuniary  investment,  will,  at  no  distant 
period,  also  engage  the  attention  of  the  influential  iuhabitauts  of  Newcastle,  and  receive 
additional  development  through  their  agency. 

(Signed)  “ Darnell  Bulman,  M.D. 

“ David  Blair  White,  M.D. 

“ Robert  M.  Glover,  M.D. 

“ T.  M.  Greenhow,  F.R.C.S. 

“ William  Dawson,  M.D. 

“ Charles  J.  Gibb,  M.R.C.S.E. 

“ George  Robinson,  M.D.,  Sec. 

“ EdwTird  Charlton,  M.D. 

“ G.  Yeoman  Heath,  M.B. 

“ Thomas  Humble,  M.D. 

John  Cargill,  i\l.D.'’ 

“ Mr.  Henry  Turner,  in  allusion  to  one  part  of  the  report,  said  the  gentlemen  were  in 
error  in  supposing  the  places  mentioned  were  not  under  the  regulation  of  the  corporation. 
The  Improvement  Act  applies  to  the  whole  of  the  Parliamentary  borough. 

“ Dr.  Robinson  said  he  had  looked  cai-efully  on  a map  prejiared  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  town  surveyor,  and  certainly  many  parts  were  beyond  the  municipal  boundary. 

♦ ‘ * * * » 

“ Wednesday,  December  \9th,  1849. 

“The  Vicar  of  Newcastle  (the  Rev.  R.  C.  Coxe,  A.i^^.,)  attended  and  .stated  that  he 
should  be  happy  to  promote,  by  everj'  means  in  his  power,  the  object  of  the  present  inquiry. 
“ J'lie  Inspector.  In  what  condition  are  the  chui'ch-yards  generally  ? 

“ {The  Vicar.  They  are  too  full,  except  in  one  or  two  new  districts,  and  it  is  very  ex- 
pedient we  should  be  relieved  as  much  as  possible  from  intramural  interment.  He  had 
occasion,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epidemic  cholera,  to  e.xert  all  the  influence  he 
pos.sessed,  and  tr>  proceed  so  far  as  to  threaten  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  sinqily  to  stimulate  the  Board  of  Guardians.  They  acceded  to  his  wishes,  when 
thus  strongly  exjiresseil.  He  believed  he  expressed  the  opinions  of  the  clergy  collective!}  , 
when  he  said  they  are  most  anxious  thao  the  churchyards  shoukl  be  closed,  especially  on 
the  occurrence  of  such  a visitation.  It  w'ould  be  iitHiessary  to  reserve  one  or  two  right.s, 
such  as  where  there  was  a family  vault  and  room  for  one  or  two  more  bodies;  but  these 
details  coidd  only  be  entered  u])on  when  a general  scheme  was  marked  out.  Another 
point  was,  the  question  of  com])ensation  to  the  incundient  clergy.  He  was  perhaps  the 

best  person  to  speak  on  tin  point,  because  he  was  not  generally  intere.sted  in  it. 

♦ # * * ' * 

“(The  Inspector)  Have  you  visited,  in  your  clerical  capacity,  the  poorer  classes,  and 
what  opinion  have  you  formed  of  their  state  and  of  remedial  measures  ? — 1 dare  say  more 
might  be  tlone  than  has  been  done,  but  it  must  be  by  a co-operation  of  landlords,  tenants, 
and  ])ul)lic  bodies.  My  feelings  have  frequently  been  .shocked  beyond  measure  by  the 
state  of  the  dwellings  in  which  many  of  the  poor  people  reside.  On  account  of  the 
peculiar  form  of  the  locality  in  this  town,  there  is  a ra])id  bank  from  the  castle,  and  many 
houses  are  so  built  that  the  doors  are  reached  by  a steep  ascent  ; on  one  side  they  are 
packed  u]t  to  the  roof  by  the  earth,  and  the  drainage  gets  through  the  walls.  Tt  would 
be  very  difhcult  indeed  to  remedy  the  evils  wdiich  such  a formation  gives  ri.se  to  ; and  yet 
the  fall  is  so  great  that,  by  an  efHcient  system  of  deep  drainage,  it  all  might  l)e  taken 
away. 

“ (The  Inspector)  You  see  neither  lamllords  nor  occupants  ■will  of  themselves  pay  the 
requisite  attention  to  these  matters ; there  must  be  a regulating  power  above  either  of 
them.  But  the  jwincipal  question  1 shed  to  ask  you  is,  have  you  visited  the  low  lodging- 
houses  ? 

“ Th,e  Vicar.)  Ye.s,  very  often  ; where  there  are  .seven  or  eight  beds  in  a room,  such 
places  are  the  nurseries  of  crime,  and  it  is  hopeless  to  ex])0ct  moral  inqirovement  so  long 
as  these  exist.  The  poor  creatures  have  Iteen  so  long  surrounded  by  misery  and  disease 
that  they  have  become  quite  callous  to  it.” 

Extracts  from,  a Report  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  Sanitary 
Condifiori,  of  Nc'iccastle-on-Tyne,  made  by  CarJeton  Baynes,  G.E.,  in  September  1848, 
a, ml  by  Georye  Robinson,  M.D.  of  Nenccastle-v.pon-Tyvc  pvt  in  as  evidence  before 
Sv.perivtendi ncf  Inspector  Ravdinson  at  his  Impi.iry,  Dece'ndier  ^ 849,  as  (dso  before 
the  Cholera  Irujuirif  Commissioners,  Ja'tmary  18-54. 

“ To  the  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Hoard  of  Health. 

“My  IjOiii),  “ Newcastle-on-Tyne,  September  1848. 

“ Ha  VINO,  in  the  course  of  the  last  three  weeks,  carefully  examined  into  the  pi’esent 
state  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  with  re.spect  to  its  .sanitary  condition,  and  having  made 
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the  most  minute  inquiries  concerning  each  portion  of  it,  particularly  as  regards  sewerage, 
cleansing,  and  water-supply,  I beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  perusal  some  of  the  facts 
which  presented  themselves  during  the  course  of  my  investigations,  feeling  sure,  that  under 
the  various  existing  circumstances,  such  a report  cannot  fail  to  claim  your  careful  attention, 
both  from  the  fact  that  pubhc  opinion  is  at  last  awakening  to  the  vital  importance  of 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  working  classes  in  our  large  manufacturing  towns, 
and  more  especially  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  are  preparing  to  petition 
your  Honourable  Board,  to  have  “ The  Public  Health  Act brought  into  operation  in  this 
very  populous  district.  There  are  very  few  towns  in  this  country  which  possess  greater 
natural  advantages  for  surface  drainage  than  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  this  is  probably 
the  main  cause  for  the  sewerage  of  the  town  being  of  so  partial  a character.  The  con- 
tinuance of  heavy  rain  for  a short  time  completely  cleanses,  with  few  exceptions,  aU  the 
streets  that  are  paved,  even  the  most  filthy  of  them  ; and  in  the  unpaved  streets,  although 
the  roadways  become  almost  impassable  from  the  depth  of  wet  clay,  yet  the  foul  organic 
refuse,  which  was  previously  strewed  about,  is  thereby  washed  off  and  carried  to  some 
lower  district,  whence  it  escapes,  sometimes  into  the  river,  but  too  fi'equently  only  to 
some  open  space,  where  it  is  allowed  to  stagnate  and  corrupt  the  air.  The  rain  also  benefits 
the  inhabitants  of  small  courts,  for  the  heaps  of  refuse  in  them  which  before  the  rain  gave 
off  the  most  noxious  odours,  become  for  a time  harmless,  as  the  water  soaking  through 
the  heap  absorbs  and  carries  off  the  poisonous  gas.  As  an  example  of  this: — On  the  21st 
of  August,  while  making  inquiries  of  the  tenants  in  Meeting-house-court,  Silver-street,  I 
found  the  smell,  arising  from  a large  heap  of  refuse,  which  clicked  up  the  yard,  and  from 
the  pools  of  filth,  which  formed  themselves  in  the  unpaved  gutter,  extremely  nauseous 
and  almost  overpowering ; but  when  I revisited  this  court  on  the  23rd,  after  the  heavy 
rain  of  the  preceding  day  there  was  hardly  any  smell  from  the  heap,  and  the  pools  of  filth 
were  washed  away. 

“ In  Doctor  Reid’s  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  1845, 
(pages  70,  71),  there  is  a full  account  of  the  physical  and  geological  character  of  this 
district,  and  therefore  it  is  needless  for  me  to  speak  further  on  these  points,  and  I proceed 
at  once  to  my  own  observations,  and  enumerate  what  I consider  to  be  the  several  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  to  a good  sanitary  state  which  this  town  possesses ; to  describe 
their  effects  as  shown  by  the  habits  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  general  appearance  of  their 
dwellings ; and  lastly,  to  state  what  means  might  be  adopted  to  preserve  the  town  from 
the  sickness  which  is  daily  liable  to  be  generated  in  some  parts  of  it,  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  middling  classes,  and  to  place  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  cleanliness 
within  the  reach  of  the  lower  orders,  which  cannot  be  until  they  are  supphed  with  pure 
air  and  wholesome  water. 

“ The  red  lines  on  the  accompanying  plan  indicate  all  the  sewers  at  present  existing  in 
Newcastle.  As  many  of  them  have  been  constructed  since  Doctor  Reid’s  Report,  several 
of  the  particular  evils  to  which  he  there  alluded  are  now  entirely  remedied, — for  example, 
the  sewer  running  under  the  Side  has  been  re-constructed,  and  the  common  sewers  at 
Forth-bank  and  Green-court  have  been  covered  in ; but  the  Pandon-dean  still  remains 
“ little  better  than  an  open  sewer,”  and  the  general  systematic  evils  which  he  there  speaks 
of  still  continue  to  injure  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  whole  town;  “there  are  no  local 
regulations  in  force  for  the  systematic  drainage  of  the  district  streets  or  houses.”  The 
builders  of  new  streets  and  rows  of  houses  have  been  allowed,  up  to  the  present  moment, 
to  provide  for  the  sewerage  of  the  new  buildings  as  they  thought  fit,  the  consequence  of 
which  is,  that  where  sewers  have  been  constructed  at  all,  they  have  been  made  with 
regard  only  to  the  least  possible  expense  and  trouble ; for  when  the  street  is  paved  it  is 
delivered  over,  with  its  sewer,  to  the  charge  of  the  corporation,  who  often  expend  nearly 
as  much  in  repair  of  such  sewers  as  it  would  have  cost  to  build  them  : but  I am  informed 
by  Mr.  Wallace,  the  town  surveyor,  that  this  practice  is  to  be  no  longer  allowed,  and  that, 
for  the  future,  he  is  ordered  to  superintend  the  building  of  all  new  sewers  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  town  council.  This  jurisdiction  is  shown  on  the  plan  by  a dotted  red 
line,  and  it  is  only  within  this  line  that  there  is,  at  present,  the  smallest  hope  of  any  good 
good  system  of  sewerage  or  scavenging  being  established. 

“ The  sewerage  of  this  town  has  been  considerably  extended  since  Doctor  Reid’s  Report, 
and  in  each  year  progressing  more  rapidly.  Thus,  in 

1845,  the  number  of  new  sewers  built  was  4,  and  the  number,  more  or  less,  repaired  was  1. 

1846,  „ „ 4,  „ „ 9. 

1847,  „ „ 9,  „ „ 5. 

1848,  .,  „ _ 8,  „ _ „ 2. 

and  several  of  these  were  works  of  considerable  extent.  Still  the  laying  out  of  sewers  has 
not  as  yet  met  with  the  consideration  it  demands ; there  is  no  map,  to  any  sufficient 
scale,  of  the  existing  sewers,  their  falls  are  not  registered,  nor  are  their  levels  in  any  point 
determined.  Most  of  the  main  sewers  have  a flagged  top  and  bottom  with  sides  of  coursed 
rubble,  about  5 feet  by  3 feet  in  the  clear,  and  as  they  have  often  a fall  of  1 in  12  there  is 
not  much  fear  of  stoppages. 

* * -S!- 

“ They  were  all  drifted,  as  the  depth  at  which  they  were  laid  was  considerable.  The 
house  drains  are,  usually  rectangular,  12  inches  by  9 — 12  inches  in  the  clear,  built  of 
brick  and  old  flag-stones,  often  laid  dry ; they  constantly  get  choked  up,  and  cause  often 
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considerable  expense  in  repairs.  During  the  last  tAvo  years,  sewei-s  have  been  built  of  a 
much  better  form. 

***** 

“ Tliere  is  no  jji’ovision  made  for  flushing  any  of  the  sewers,  and  when  they  get  stopped 
up,  they  are  invariably  broken  into  from  the  surface.  On  reference  to  the  plan,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  greater  part  of  the  town  is  well  provided  Avith  main  seAvers,  but  tlie  large 
majority  of  them  are  only  used  as  street  drains,  and  have  rarely  a single  house  drain 
running  into  them  ; thus  nearly  all  the  drainage  of  NeAvcastle  has  to  be  throAV'n  into  the 
street  before  it  can  get  to  the  sewer,  and  Avhere  thei’e  is  no  seAver,  the  only  means  of 
drainage  is  evaporation,  for  the  stiff’  yelloAV  clay  Avhich  forms  the  surface  of  almost  the 
whole  of  this  district,  as  it  alloAvs  the  rain  to  have  its  full  cleansing  poAver,  so  cuts  off 
that  source  of  natural  drainage  Avhich  a graA’elly  soil  affords ; and  thus  the  Avant  of  sew- 
erage and  house  di'ainage  are  rendered  more  apparent  by  tlie  excessive  dampness  of  ground- 
floor  rooms,  and  the  length  of  unpaA'ed  gutters.  In  the  lower  parts  of  the  toAvn  the  want 
of  sewerage  is  but  too  apparent  for  many  streets  and  alleys  become  themseh^es  little 
better  than  oj)en  seAV'ers,  often  receiving  the  refuse  from  tripe-AA’ashir.g  and  other  shops, 
which  renders  them  \'ery  di.sgusting  ; also  not  unfrequently  the  refuse  Avater  of  one  court 
runs  into  another  loAver  doAvn  the  hill  before  it  reaches  the  street.  Hence  a spring-AA'ell 
in  Sandgate,  which  eighteen  years  ago,  supplied  the  AA'hole  neighbourhood  with  the  be.st 
drinking  Avatei-,  is  noAv  so  l)lack,  ami  the  smell  from  it  so  foul,  that  it  is  perfectly  useless. 
In  the  same  district,  an  entry  received  the  refuse  AAmter  from  a brewery  Avhich  caused  a 
constant  current  through  the  passage,  sometimes  flooding  the  loAver  house  ; the  tenants 
however,  considered  tlieir  condition  improved  by  it,  and  I believe  they  Avere  right.  Not 
far  from  this  the  Avaste  leys  of  a soap  factory  so  saturated  the  bank  on  Avhich  it  stood, 
that  the  ground-floor  rooms  of  the  houses  beloAv  Avere  kept  constantly  A\"et ; and  in  the 
best  parts  of  tlie  toAvn,  the  Avant  of  seAverage  is  sometimes  rendered  equally  evident,  by 
the  main  streets  being  streAved  in  the  middle  of  the  day  Avith  seAA’age  and  ashes  dropped 
from  the  carts  enqiloyed  to  carry  this  refuse  to  the  railAvay  station,  Avhence  large  quali- 
ties are  often  sent  by  rail  to  the  country.  There  are  thirteen  public  necessaries  in  the 
town,  eight  of  them  empty  themselves  into  the  river,  one  into  an  a.sh-pit,  Avhich  is 
cleaned  Avhen  full,  and  four  into  seAver.s,  and  three  of  these  can  be  occasionally  flushed. 
But  there  are  no  nece.s.saries  for  the  use  of  Avoinen  in  any  paiT  of  the  toAvn,  excepting  in 
the  new  market. 

“ Up  to  the  year  1810,  the  corporation  contracted  for  the  scav'enging  of  NeAvcastle,  at 
an  expense  of  1,020^.  a year  ; but  since  that  date,  they  liaA’e  taken  the  matter  into  their 
OAvn  hands  and  have  gi’eatly  increased  their  establishment,  and  consequent  yearly  expen- 
diture, which  noAV  exceeds  2,026/.  Of  those  streets  Avhich  are  Avithiu  the  toAvn 
boundary — 1 0 are  sAvept  0 times  a Aveek. 

•Iff  --i 

25  2 

.'17  „ once  a Aveek, 

and  the  remaining  seven  are  swept  occasionally.  Thus  nearly  all  the  thoroughfares  are 
SAvept  at  least  once  a Aveek,  but  those  courts  and  entries  A\duch  are  not  thoroughfares  are 

totally  neglected,  and  neither  the  proprietors  nor  occupiers  are  bound  to  clean  them. 

***** 

“Carts  go  through  the  toAvn  every  morning  to  collect  the  ashes  and  other  refuse  from 
the  houses,  Avhich,  hoAA^ever,  must  first  be  placed  by  the  tenants  themselA-es  inboxes  in  the 
.street,  for  the  .scavengers  are  not.  ordered  to  fetch  dust  from  any  of  the  courts  adjoining 
the  street ; and  this  is  a cause  of  great  nuisance  in  tho.se  confined  ])laces,  the  ashes  and 
filth  being  often  thrown  aside  there  in  heaps.  fSeveml  of  the  streets  being  macadamized, 
a number  of  men  are  employed  as  road  scrapers,  and  the  scrapings  are  remoA^ed  I)y  proper 
muck-cjirts.  All  the  main  streets  are  Avell  Avatered  during  the  summer  month.s. 

“ It  is  also  found  neces.sary  to  employ  a numl>er  of  men,  to  go  through  the  large 
thoroughfares  early  every  morning  to  SAveej)  up  the  soil,  Avhich  has  been  throAvn  from  the 
hou.ses  during  the  night,  either  SAveeping  it  into  heaps  for  tlie  scavengers,  or  Avashing  it 
down  the  nearest  gully-drain  ; on  Sunday  mornings  they  must  of  course  do  the  latter. 
The  scavengers  convey  all  refuse  to  the  corporation  middens  in  the  outskirts  of  the  toAvn, 
whence  it  is  carted  by  farmers — but  from  the  East  Ballast  hills,  it  is  removed  in  barges. 
This  midden  is  at  present  very  objectionable  to  the  houses  round  it  from  its  containing  so 
large  a,  proportion  of  night  soil,  but  if  the  toAvn  were  provided  Avith  proper  scAverage,  and 
the  custom  of  mixing  .soil  with  the  ashes,  consequently  abandoned,  this  midden  under  the 
jiresejit  regulations  (;ould  not  be  in  the  .slighte.st  degree  deleterious.  The  moi’e  important 
parts  of  tlie  toAvn  are  ke]it  comparatiA'ely  clean  and  healthy,  as  far  as  scaA’enging  is  con- 
cerned, but  the  inferior  districts  are  generally  much  neglected,  there  being  no  check  on  the 
.scavengers  jiroperly  ])crforming  their  duties.  The  scaA^engers,  in  SAveeping  the  narrow 
CTitries  leading  from  street  to  street  in  this  district,  Avliich  they  seldom  do  more  than  once 
a.  week,  confine  them.selves  to  the  iiarroAV  beaten  tivick,  Avhich  of  course  requires  cleansing 
the  least,  and  they  refuse,  Avhen  asked  by  the  tenants,  to  SAveep  any  of  the  various  recesses 
which  are  almost  always  covered  with  soil,  ashes  and  other  sorts  of  filth.  In  one  A^ery 
narrow  entry  (Hunter ’s-entry)  the  new  tenant  of  a ground-floor  room,  Avhero  filth  had 
accumulated,  in  cleaning  it  out,  had  throAvn  the  filth  into  the  paved  passage.  When  1 
saw  this  heap  it  had  been  there  several  days,  the  scavengers  had  refused  to  remove  it, 
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saying  it  was  the  landlord’s  business,  and  he  had  t)een  applied  to  without  effect ; a girl 
was  endeavouring  to  SAveep  it  up  into  a smaller  heap,  but,  from  the  fluid  state  of  the 
filth  and  the  gi'eat  fall  of  the  passage  it  was  a hopeless  task.  The  majority  of  necessaries 
belonging  to  houses  in  this  town,  empty  themselves  into  private  ash-pits,  and  consequently 
afford  employment  to  a number  of  nightmen.  The  police  regulations  forbid  the  emptying 
of  these  ash-pits  during  the  day,  but,  as  in  very  many  cases  the  filth  has  to  be  carried 
through  the  house,  and  as  in  cases  of  necessaries  common  to  a number  of  families,  the 
accumulations  are  often  greater  than  can  well  be  moved  in  one  night;  these  regulations 
are  not  strictly  enforced  in  any  but  the  main  thoroughfares.  Last  year,  when  fever  was 
raging  in  the  town,  the  corporation  ordered  many  of  these  accumulations  to  be  removed, 
and  in  one  case  ninety -five  loads  were  removed  from  one  of  these  heaps.  They  also  forbid 
the  keeping  of  pigs  in  crowded  localities,  but  since  that  time  things  have  been  allowed  to 
go  on  as  before,  and  are  now  nearly  as  bad  as  they  ever  could  have  been,  excepting  as 
regards  the  keeping  of  pigs. 

“ The  system  of  water  supply  at  present  existing  in  Newcastle  is  intermittent,  and 
exceedingly  defective,  but  probably  in  a few  days  it  Avill  be  entirely  superseded  by  a 
constant  supply  of  good  water  from  the  reservoirs  which  have  been  lately  constructed  at 
Whittle  Dean,  about  12^  miles  west  of  the  town.  The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  New- 
castle has  been  so  completely  undermined  by  coal  workings,  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
any  certain  supply  of  either  spring-well  or  surface  water  in  it.  In  and  about  the  town, 
however,  water  can  be  obtained  to  a limited  extent  by  digging  through  the  first  stratum 
of  clay,  which  seldom  exceeds  from  four  to  six  feet  in  depth,  to  the  natural  reservoirs  in 
the  bed  of  sand  and  gravel  which  generally  separates  the  u})per  and  lower  clay  strata,  but 
the  water  is  hard  and  unfit  for  general  use,  as  will  appear  from  the  analysis,  given  in  the 
latter  part  of  this  report,  of  the  various  Avaters  of  the  district. 

“ The  town  is  at  present  supplied  by  a company  which  conveys  its  water  to  many  of 
the  houses  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  as  well  as  to  seA^en  water  cocks  in  the  poorer 
parts  of  Newcastle,  where  it  is  sold  at  a farthing  a skeel  (four  gallons)  ; and  partly  by  the 
corporation  from  eighteen  public  pants  (or  fountains  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
These  pants  were  originally  supplied  by  various  spring  wells,  four  of  them  being  from  the 
overflow  of  an  old  collieiy,  Avhich  ran  into  the  side  of  a hill,  but  as  these  resources  were 
rendered  more  and  more  uncertain  and  inefficient  b_y  the  various  sinkings  made  in  parts 
of  the  town,  the  corporation  were  first  compelled  to  adopt  the  intermittent  system  of 
supply,  and  latterly,  as  some  of  them  have  failed  altogether,  they  have  taken  water  from 

the  company  for  the  supply  of  seven  of  their  pants. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

“ Rain  water  is  very  rarely  collected  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  as  it  is  usually  so 
loaded  with  soot  as  to  be  perfectly  black,  and  unfit  for  use,  besides  which  the  tenants  are 
generally  too  poor  to  purchase  the  necessary  tanks,  and  in  most  cases  they  have  not 
sufficient  space  to  fix  them  if  procured.  The  one  or  two  families  who  do  use  this  water 
are  obliged  to  allow  the  rain  to  fall  for  some  time  before  they  begin  to  collect  it,  and  eve  n 
then  it  is  seldom  fit  for  washing  linen.  Three  or  four  of  the  tenants  of  ground-floor  rooms 
on  the  north  side  of  Sandgate,)  have  small  holes  in  the  corner  of  their  rooms,  from  twelve 
to  thirty  inches  in  depth,  which  act  as  Avells  and  supply  several  gallons  in  the  course  of 
the  day.  The  tenants  seldom  drink  this  water,  and  it  is  too  hard  for  general  use,  yet  it 
is  highly  prized  as  furnishing  a means  of  cleanliness,  and  is  much  sought  after  by  the 
neighbours,  which  shows  the  anxiety  of  the  poor  to  procure  a proper  supply  by  the  high 
value  they  set  on  such  an  indifferent  resource  as  these  holes  afford.  Many  of  the  courts 
in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  have  pumps  for  the  use  of  the  tenants,  but  this  water  is 
exceedingly  hard,  as  shoAvn  in  the  analysis. 

* * * 

“ In  tenemented  property  the  landlord  pays  the  water  rate,  and  he  often  exacts  from 
his  tenants  double  the  sum  which  he  pays,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  water 
company  to  prevent  this,  except  by  dealing  with  this  class  of  tenants  themselves.  Also  at 
the  present  moment,  there  are  numbers  of  such  tenants  most  anxious  to  get  water 
at  any  price,  but  until  all  the  other  tenants  of  their  respective  courts  can  agree  to  pay 
the  same  the  landlord  Avill  not  apply  to  have  the  water  laid  on- — and  in  one  court  the 
water-cock  had  been  removed  on  the  application  of  the  landlord  because  some  of  the 
tenants  neglected  to  pay  the  rent ; thus  three  families  were  deprived  of  the  water  supply, 
Avhich  they  had  fully  apjjreciated  and  for  which  they  had  regularly  paid.  These  facts 
show  the  necessity  of  some  local  regulations  for  the  water  supply  of  all  tenemented 

jiroperty,  and  houses  below  a certain  rental. 

-*■  * * * 

“ An  important  sanitary  improvement  is  now  being  made  in  this  district  by  the 
establishment  of  some  baths  and  Avash-houses  close  to  one  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  town. 
I'his  establishment  is  small,  but  if  it  is  found  to  ansAver  more  will  be  erected,  and  in  other 
ocalities  ; it  is  built  on  the  plan  of  those  in  Glas.shouse  square,  London,  and  as  it  was 
especially  constructed  for  this  puiq)ose  by  the  corporation,  the  arrangements  are  in  some 
respects  superior.  It  contains  a plunge  bath  16  feet  by  26  feet- — tweNe  warm  baths  an 
thirty  wash  tubs,  AAdth  a good  drying  room. 

Having  now  given  what  I consider  to  be  the  several  advantages  and  disadvantages 
to  a good  sanitary  condition  which  this  town  possesses,  by  describing  its  sewerage, 
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scavenging  and  water  supjdy,  &e.,  I shall  now  |)i'oceed  to  describe  their  effects  as  shown  Extracts  from  a 
hy  the  habits  of  tlie  inhabitants  and  the  general  appearance  of  their  dwellings.  In  this,  Report  on  the  , 
as  in  nearly  all  similar  towns,  the  higher  classes  live  in  the  more  airy  suburbs,  which  are  Sanitary  Condition 
here  situated  to  the  north  of  tlietown.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  such  districts  as  these  of  Newcastle -upon- 
in  this  report,  as  they  are  of  course  supplied  with  water,  and  though  in  many  cases  with  Carleton 

very  deficient  sewerage,  they  can  always  find  the  means  to  obviate  these  defects,  and 
make  their  dwellings  healthy  and  pleasant. 

“ The  wealthy  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  shopkeepers  in  the  principal  streets 
which  have  been  lately  built  by  Mr,  Grainger,  (that  district  about  the  market)  are  all 
provitled  witli  one  or  two  water-closets  in  their  houses,  and  with  good  house  drains 
running  into  tlie  common  sewers  ; but  many  of  the  first  class  shopkeepers  in  the  older 
streets  reside  in  the  suburbs  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  town  (Banks  of  Pandon  Dean 
and  Westgate-hill),  and  these  houses  have  no  sewerage.  They  have  generally  a necessary, 
which  empties  itself  into  the  ash-jiit,  and  all  the  refu.se  water  has  to  find  its  way  either  to 
the  street,  or  back-lane.  In  one  part  of  Westgate-hill  the  houses  have  drains  running  under 
the  footpath  into  the  side  channel  of  the  road,  whicli  is  a large  open  gutter,  constantly 
charged  with  foul  oiganic  matter,  and  emitting  the  most  fetid  odours.  These  situations, 
however,  have  tlie  advantage  of  being  very  airy,  but  still  one  is  often  surprised  and  offended 
by  such  very  foul  smells  arising  among  houses  of  such  a respectable  character.  The 
shopkeepers  in  the  lower  jiarts  of  the  town  generally  live  there,  and  have  to  endure  all 
the  noxious  exhalations  of  the  courts  and  alleys  in  their  rear.  They  usually  have  a 
supply  of  water,  but  frequently  no  nece.ssary  of  any  description.  By  far  the  largest  class, 
however,  of  the  population  of  this  town,  are  foremen  and  operatives  in  the  factories  and 
collieries  of  the  town. 

“These  men  earn  from  15.s.  to  30s.  and  21.  a week  ; and  are  an  exceedingly  intelligent 
and  respectable  class,  the  majority  of  whom  appear  to  be  very  sensible  of  the  unhealthy 
state  of  theii  dwellings,  from  the  want  of  a good  system  of  sewerage,  scavenging  and 
water  su))ply.  A ]>roper  feeling  on  this  subject  has,  I believe,  been  gi'eatly  increased  by 
a sanitary  association  formed  in  the  spring  of  1847,  and  supported  by  many  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead,  to  effect,  if  possilde,  some  sanitary 
reformation  among  the  inhabitants  of  these  two  towns.  For  this  purpose  they  have 
established  a reading-room  for  the  woi'king  classes  (at  ivi  ])er  quarter),  and  Iiave 
endeavoured,  by  every  available  means  to  imj)ress  upon  them  the  injurious  influence 
exercised  upon  their  h(‘alth  and  moral  condition  by  bad  ventilation,  deficient  exercise, 
and  the  neglect  of  cleanliness  in  their  persons,  house.s,  and  workshops.  This  class 
inhabit  the  whole  of  the  town  and  its  suburbs,  with  the  exception  of  those  jjaifs  before 
de.scribed,  the  factories  themselves,  the  Close  and  the  Old  t^hiay,  which  generally 
consist  of  warehouses  an<l  merchants’  offices,  and  those  very  low  parts  aliove  tlie  New 
Quay  and  river  side  which  are  inhabited  by  men  employed  on  the  river,  and  will 
therefore  be  described  hereafter.  The  superior  jiart  live  in  the  suburbs  east  and  Avest  of 
the  town,  (about  Blenheim-, street,  Bpring-gardeus,  Gib.son-street,  and  iShield-street);  these 
districts  have  no  sewerage  whatever,  they  are  sujijilied  with  water  by  the  company, 
exce])ting  in  some  of  the  Avesterly  ]iarts,  where  the  elevation  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
present  reservoirs;  these  houses  are  all  jirovided  with  small  back  yards,  containing  a 
necessary  and  ash-pit,  and  an  alley  generally  runs  behind  them  for  removing  the  dust  and 
sewage,  ’fhese  ash-pits  am  seldom  emptied  until  they  become  so  full  as  to  be  a general 
nuisance  ; they  are  never  sunk  into  the  ground,  but  consist  simply  of  an  enclosed  space, 
one  of  the  sides  being  the  wall  of  the  back  alley — hence  you  may  sometimes  see  the 
sewage  oozing  thinugh  the  wall  into  the  unpaved  alley,  which  is  often  saturated  Avith 
filth  and  exceedingly  unwholesome  to  the  neighbourhood,  es])ecially  Avhere  it  runs  betAA'^eeil 
two  lines  of  back  yards. 

“ The  back  yards  in  this,  as  in  most  of  the  other  districts,  are  often  so  small  (sometimes 
less  than  (JO  feet  in  area,  including  the  space  occupied  by  a necessary,  ash-pit,  and  often  a 
coal  cellar);  that  the  smell  from  the  necessary  comes  into  the  house,  and  when  any  one  of 
them  is  being  emptied  this  smell  is  intolerable.  In  some  cases  these  rOAvs  of  houses  are 
built  back  to  back,  forming  a yard  in  the  middle,  often  not  more  thaii  100  feet  in  area  ; 
the'y  contain  a dust-])it  receiving  the  sewage  of  one  or  tAvo  necessaries,  and  a sink  in  the 
centre  of  most  of  them,  but  these  sinks  are  so  easily  stopped  u])  that  the  inhabitants 
jirefer  tlirowing  their  refuse  water  into  the  streets.  The  back  alleys  also  are  so  narroAV, 

(averaging  4 ft.,  3 ft.,  aiid  even  2 ft.  !)  in.  in  width)  that  the  difficulty  and 
consequent  exjiense  of  removing  the  seAvage  is  A^ery  considerable ; and  some 
of  these  very  respectable  rows  of  houses  have  no  back  alleys  at  all,  and  the  sewage 
has  to  be  conveyed  through  the  house  itself  The  streets  have  ])aved  footways, 
but  with  one  or  two  exceptions  the  roadways  are  neitlier  paved  nor  macadamized,  and 
the  natural  day  soil  is  cut  by  the  traffic  into  ileep  holes,  some  of  them  exceeding  tAvo  feet 
(measured)  in  depth  beloAV  the  general  level  of  the  road;  the  refuse  Avater  thrown  into  the 
street  accumulates  in  those  ])laces,  and  the  road  becomes  as  bad  for  tlie  public  health  as 
it  is  for  the  traffic,  'i'he  general  a] ipearance  of  these  districts  forms  a striking  contrast 
to  the  character  of  the  houses.  Nuisances  of  all  kinds  are  (;onsta-ntly  being  committed 
in  the  open  streets,  and  no  notice  whatevei’  taken  of  it,  and  many  of  the  bye  alleys 
appeared  to  be  used  as  common  necessaries.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remembered  that  the 
western  half  of  the  above  districts,  which  is  the  hall’  most  alluded  to,  is  beyond  the 
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Extracts  from  a jurisdiction  of  the  corporation.  The  lower  class  of  these  workmen  live  in  the  back 

Report  on  the  streets,  courts,  and  alleys  around  the  factories  and  workshops  ^ in  which  they  are 

Sanitary  Condition  employed. 

of  Newcastle-upon~  “ These  places  are  of  various  descriptions ; some  of  them  are  unfit  for  human  beings  to 

Tyne,  by  Carleton  ^nd  all  of  them  are  very  inferior  to  what  they  should  be  as  regards  their  sanitary 

Baynes,  Esq.,  C.E.,  condition.  A few  of  them  have  back  yards  with  a necessary  and  ash-pit  in  them,  but 
Sept.  1848.  worse  conditioned  than  those  above  mentioned. 

“ There  is  also  a respectable  district  in  the  south-west  of  the  town,  and  there  is  always 
an  ash-pit  and,  perhaps,  one  or  two  necessaries  common  to  two  or  tlrree  of  these  houses, 
and  they  are  cleaned  out  sometimes  by  the  landlord,  sometimes  by  the  tenants.  All  the 
houses  are  supplied  with  water,  some  by  the  company  and  the  rest  fi-om  pumps. 

“ There  are  several  pieces  of  waste  ground  about  here,  and  these  are  invariably  tra- 
versed by  gutters  of  filthy  water  finding  its  way  to  some  lower  level ; and  you  may  also 
occasionally  find  a sort  of  open  cesspool  which  has  formed  itself  behind  some  of  these  rows 
of  excellent  houses.  In  this  district  very  decently  dressed  children,  of  both  sexes,  are  in  the 
habit  of  committing  nuisances  of  both  kinds  without  the  slightest  regard  to  time  or  place. 
The  Gallo wgate  district,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  is  occupied  by  men  of  this  operative 
class  ; they  are  generally  freemen  of  the  town,  who,  among  other  local  privileges,  have  the 
right  of  grazing  two  cows  on  the  Town-moor  and  Castle-leazes.  These  have  generally  a 
necessary  and  ash-pit  common  to  two  or  three  houses.  Their  supply  of  water  is  princi- 
pally from  pumps  and  the  public  pant.  The  courts  in  this  district  appear  much  more 
filthy  than  similar  ones  in  other  parts  of  the  town  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being 
generally  used  as  cow  byers,  but  they  are  in  fact  very  much  more  healthy,  for  the  refuse 
of  the  cow-houses  accumulates  so  rapidly  that  it  obhges  the  middens  to  be  emptied  very 
frequently,  and  consequently  the  more  noxious  refuse  from  the  privy  is  not  allowed  to 
remain  and  decompose  as  it  is  in  other  courts.  The  general  appearance  of  the  district 
is  very  filthy,  for  the  drainage  fi'om  these  cow-yards  generally  runs  tlirough  the  houses 
under  the  footway  into  the  irregidar  side-channels  of  the  main  street,  to  find  its  way  to 
the  nearest  gully  drain.  Some  of  these  courts,  where  cows  are  not  kept,  are  in  a most 
disgraceful  state,  soil  Ipng  in  heaps  all  about  them.  In  one  court  (HaU’s-court)  the 
necessary  and  ash-pit  were  both  fuU  and  useless.  The  filth  of  this  place  can  hardly  be 
imagined,  and  the  stench  from  it,  together  with  that  from  a tripe-shop  adjoining,  was 
nearly  sickening,  and  the  inhabitants  told  me  that  it  often  acted  on  them  like  purging 
medicine.  The  eastern  suburbs,  about  the  Ballast-hills,  have  no  sewerage  of  any  kind 
and  very  little  water,  except  what  they  can  carry  up  from  the  river.  Very  few  of  these 
houses  have  a privy ; the  men  generally  use  those  at  the  factories,  or  the  public  necessaries, 
and  the  women  have  soil  pans  which  they  use  in  their  rooms,  and  empty  at  night  on  the 
waste  space  in  front  of  their  houses,  the  ashes  and  other  refuse  are  thrown  in  tlie  same 
place,  and  the  whole  is  trodden  down  together,  and,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  never  removed 
unless  it  suits  some  farmer  to  come  and  take  it,  which  from  the  locality  is  unlikely.  All 
the  refuse  water  is  thrown  out  on  the  Avaste  to  evaporate.  The  effect  of  this  state  of 
things  is  very  perceptible  in  the  want  of  cleanliness  of  the  inhabitants,  the  filthy  state  of 
the  thoroughfares,  and  the  little  respect  paid  to  decency,  not  only  by  children  but  by  boys 
and  girls  of  all  ages.  There  is  a crowded  grave-yard  in  this  locality,  but  they  say  it  is 
only  in  very  close  still  weather  that  any  smell  is  perceptible  from  it.  The  health  of  this 
district  is  entirely  due  to  its  elevated  position,  and  the  breezes  which  constantly  blow  over 
it.  The  dwellings  of  the  rest  of  these  workmen  are  all  in  the  back  streets  of  the  town 
and  in  the  courts  and  alleys  leading  off  them.  The  better  class  have  a necessary  and 
ash-pit  common  to  two  or  three  houses,  some  of  these  are  emptied  by  the  landlord  as  soon 
as  they  are  full,  and  some  are  cleaned  regularly  by  the  tenants,  but  others  only  at  intervals 
of  four  to  six  months,  and  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  this  matter  is  shamefully  neg- 
lected. In  one  instance  (Creighton-courtj,  the  necessaiy  of  the  adjoining  court  stood 
against  the  wall  of  one  of  the  houses,  and  the  liquid  sewage  often  oozed  into  the  ground- 
floor  room  of  it  in  which  a family  were  living.  The  necessary  and  ash-pit,  in  the  court 
itself,  was  in  a foul  state  and  a family  were  living  in  the  room  over  it.  The  courts  of  this 
class  are  kept  clean  but  the  ash-pits  often  get  very  foul,  and  the  courts  become  unhealthy ; 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  families  living  in  a room  directly  over  a necessary  and 
ash-pit,  with  the  exhalations  from  the  latter  issuing  from  a point  within  two  or  three  feet 
of  the  window  of  the  room.  Others  have  a single  ash-pit  and  necessary  for  aU  the  tenants. 
These  courts  are  often  unpaved  and  without  a sink  for  the  refuse  water  which  rims  in  a 
gutter  to  the  street,  often  forming  in  its  course  large  pools  which  collect  the  organic 
matter  of  the  slops,  to  putrify  and  contaminate  the  air.  The  ash-pits  often  get  so  filled 
up  that  the  necessaries  become  useless,  and  the  tenants  being  unable  to  agree  about  the 
removing  of  the  sewage,  &c.,  continue  to  pile  soil  and  ashes  in  the  court  itself,  while  the 
children  make  a privy  of  the  whole  place.  There  are  numerous  examples  of  this  at  present 
in  the  town,  where  the  filth  has  been  accumulating  since  the  general  cleansing  of  last  year  ; 
and  Avhen  these  neglected  middens  are  emptied,  there  is  generally  about  two  feet  depth  of 
sewage  at  the  bottom  which  is  too  liquid  to  be  shovelled  out,  and  is  consequently  left 
there.  I saw  one  of  these  ash-pits  emptied  (Dyer's-court),  where  the  liquid  sewage  left  in 
the  pit  exceeded  two  feet  in  depth,  and  bubbles  of  gas  were  continually  escaping 
from  it.  The  tenants  of  many  of  these  courts  have  found  their  ash-pits  and  necessaries 
to  be  so  great  a nuisance  that  they  have  had  them  destroyed,  and  now  empty  their 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


49 


soil-pans  at  tlie  street  grating,  or  mix  the  soil  and  ashes  together  to  he  removed  hy  Extracts  from  a 
the  dust-carts,  and  thus  the  inhabitants  and  shopkeepers  of  the  adjoining  streets  Report  on  the 
are  offended  during  the  night  by 
under  their  windows.  In  one  cai 
necessary  caused  so  much  sickness 
landlord  had  them  destroyed.  The 

and  some  of  them  are  quite  unfit  for  human  beings  to  live  in.  In  some  of  them, 
especially  those  which  are  not  thoroughfares,  the  tenants  invariably  take  all  their  soil, 
ashes,  and  slops  to  the  street,  and  keep  their  comd  neat  and  clean  and  often  white- 
wa.shed  ; but  unless  all  the  tenants  can  agi-ee  to  take  this  trouble  none  of  them  Avill  do  so, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  the  soil-pans  are  in  some  cases  emptied  fl'om  the  windows 
into  the  court,  which  being  covered  with  ashes  and  refuse  of  all  sorts,  in  hot  weather 
gives  oft"  a stench  which  produces  nausea,  and  sometimes  diairhoea.  Many  of  such  courts 
and  entries  as  these  are  occupied  by  the  lower  class  of  operatives  before  mentioned,  bur 
as  they  are  no  better  than  those  about  the  Quay  side,  I shall  speak  of  them  all  together. 

Tlie  watermen  and  Quay  labourers  who  live  in  tins  district,  though  they  general!}^  earn 
as  much  as  the  factory  labourers,  (viz.,  15s.  to  1 S.s.  a week) ; yet  the  nature  of  their 
employment  renders  them  a less  respectable  class  than  those  who  are  in  constant  and 
regular  work.  Those,  howevei-,  who  have  seen  what  foul,  dark,  and  crowded  hovels  are 
the  homes  in  which  these  men  are  obliged  to  live,  can  only  wonder  that  tlieir  health  and 
morals  are  preserved  as  well  as  they  are.  These  districts  are  at  ])resent  very  much 
crowded  from  two  causes  : first,  when  the  railway  company  swept  away  all  the  worst 
entries  in  the  west  of  the  town,  the  tenants  had  to  find  shelter  in  these  previously 
overcrowded  places,  and  secondly,  large  numbers  of  Irish  have  lately  come  here  for  work 
during  the  harvest.  The  rent  and  filth  have  therefore  proportionaljly  increased. 

“ There  is  a large  block  of  this  cla.ss  of  houses  which  has  been  lately  purchased  by 
the  corj)oration  for  the  erection  of  warehouses,  and  plans  for  the  future  buildings  aie 
now  being  considered,  but  no  dwellings  are  as  yet  being  prepared  for  tlie  jiresent 
inhabitants,  and  if  they  are  evicted  before  some  such  arrangements  are  made,  the  rest 
of  the  district  will  necessarily  become  even  more  crowded  and  unhealthy  than  it  is. 

Nothing  can  be  more  demoralizing  than  the  habits  of  the  people  living  in  these 
districts.  The  men  avoid  their  homes  as  much  as  possible,  and  their  wives  and  1‘ainilies 
become  callous  to  the  offensive  atmosphere  in  wlilch  they  live.  'J'lie  blind  alleys  in 
these  parts  are  rendered  almost  impassable  from  the  nuisances  committed  in  them,  and 
where  there  is  a waste  retired  space  of  ground  in  any  of  these  entries,  it  is  used  as 
a jirivy  by  men,  women,  and  children.  Almost  all  the  women,  however,  use  .soil-jians, 
which  they  empty  at  night  at  the  street  grating  or  into  the  river,  or  else  they  mix  the 
soil  and  ashes,  and  then  leave  them  for  the  dust-carts.  The  people  in  the  street  oifer  so 
much  molestation  to  any  one  emj)tying  soil-pans,  uidess  it  be  very  late  at  night,  that  in 
several  ca.ses  women  have  had  to  watch  till  a j)oliceman  was  passing,  or  to  sit  up  till  past 
midnight  to  enable  them  to  do  it.  Hence  in  many  cases  these  pans  are  Icept  for  two 
• lays  in  a room  averaging  about  10  feet  by  lil  feet  in  area,  and  Avherc  from  .5  to  14 
p(!ople  are  living ; and  in  others  they  arc  liabitually  emptied  into  the  entry,  or  any 
alley  or  waste  space  near  it.  Here  you  may  often  see  an  imteuanted  ground-floor  room 
used  as  a recej)tacle  for  all  kinds  of  filth,  Avhile  the  upper  rooms  are  fully  occupied.  In 
one  instance!  (Kddy’s  Entry)  a cobbler  worked  and  lived  in  a room  over  one  of  the.se 
receptacles  ; a large  portion  of  the  lloor  of  his  room  was  rotted  away,  and  some  days 
before  I vi.sited  this  loom,  his  wife  had  fallen  through  into  the  filth  below;  .some  old 
boards  were  then  l.aid  loosely  acro.ss  the  broken  part.  The  smell  in  tins  room  was 
insufferable,  so  much  so  that  it  was  complained  of  by  a woman  in  the  next  entry,  which 
was  only  a triHe  better  itself.  This  man  was  just  resuming  his  work  after  an  illness  of 
more  than  two  month.s.  While  I was  in  this  entry  I saw  a pan  of  night-soil  emptied 
from  a window  into  the  passage,  and  to  show  how  completely  the  children  are  inured  to 
filth,  there  were  three  or  four  of  them,  at  the  mouth  of  the  entry,  dabbling  in  the  horrid 
sti’eain  as  it  ran  to  the  street. 

“ The  majority  of  these  entries  having  no  supply  of  water,  the  inhabitants  fetch  ;dl 
the  water  they  use  from  the  nearest  pant,  which  is  often  a distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile, 
and  perha])s  up  a long  flight  of  .steps. 

“ The  waste  of  time  Avhich  is  caused  at  the.se  pants,  and  the  scenes  which  often  oCcur 
there,  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  demoralizing.  There  are  but  few  shuighter-hoiu.e;3  in  the 
lower  ]>arts  of  the  town,  and  these  ai-e  only  butchers’  shops  where  thej"  kill  a sheep 
occasionally.  In  the  higher  parts,  however,  there  are  several,  and  iji  very  crowde.I 
localities,  without  any  sewerage,  and  often  without  any  supply  fd'  wati'r  ; they  generally 
throw  their  refuse  into  the  common  a.sh-pit,  but  they  clean.se  it  out  every  Aveek.  yome 
ofthe.se  ])laces,  hoAvever,  are  very  oft'ensive,  especially  in  Ooombes’  Yartl,  in  and  adjoining 
Avhich  was  a tiipe-shop,  .a  kmuiker’s  yard,  a .slaughter-hou.se,  and  a tanmny.  'J'here  are, 
howeA'ci',  several  tri])e.-sh(q).s,  small  talloAv-boiler.s,  and  other  oft'cn.sive  trade.s,  in  the  lower 
and  more  crowtled  localities. 

♦ * * » ♦ 

" It  must  take  time  to  eiadicate  habits  which  have  groAvm  up  with  many  of  tl'.cso 
people  from  their  earliest  infancy,  but  there  is  ample  proof  that  if  they  liud  a good 
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at  a moderate  rate,  they  would  in  a short  time  fully  appreciate  these  advantages,  and 
take  a pride  as  well  as  a pleasure  in  keeping  themselves,  then-  children,  and  their  houses, 
as  clean  as  they  now  are  dirty. 

“ I cannot  agree  with  the  statement  in  Doctor  Keid’s  report  (page  89)  in  speaking  ot 
the  lowest  class  of  houses  and  their  inhabitants  : ‘ If  such  places  exist  not,  they  will  make 
‘ them ; place  them  in  airy  habitations,  they  will  turn  them  into  noisome  hovels.  If  they 
‘ have  drains,  they  will  allow  them  to  become  obstructed  ; if  free  ventilation,  they  will 
‘ close  it  up,  if  the  clearest  sunshine,  they  ^vill  shut  it  out  by  negligence  and  filth.'’  The 
places  referred  to  as  affording  ‘ ample  proof’  of  these  assertions  have  never  yet  been 
placed  in  the  position  to  give  any  evidence  of  the  land — they  do,  however,  afford  striking 
proofs  that  the  desire  of  the  tenants  individually  is  to  struggle  against  the  disadvantages 
rmder  which  they  labour.  In  these  veiy  places  are  courts  where  the  sinks  are  so  defective 
that  the  tenants  prevent  each  other  from  throwing  any  solid  matter  down  them,  and 
others  where  they  take  all  their  slops  to  the  street,  and  the  sink  is  not  used  at  all,  lest  it 
should  become  a musance.  And  many  of  the  entries  are  so  narrow  that  they  never  can 
have  either  free  ventilation  or  any  sunshine  at  aU. 

“ >Some  of  the  worst  of  these  entries,  which  Doctor  Eeid  mentions  as  such,  have 
lately  been  supplied  with  water,  and  this  alone  has  so  improved  their  condition  and 
appearance,  that  it  could  not  fail  to  be  remarked  at  first  sight. 

“ The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  appear  to  be  deeply  sensible  of  the  unwholesome 
state  in  which  they  are  living,  and  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  in  very  many  cases  they 
have  but  little  power  to  improve  their  own  condition. 

“ It  appears,  therefore,  to  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  higher  classes  to  stretch  out 
a helping  hand  to  this  class  of  inhabitants,  and  I feel  sure,  especially  respecting  those 
of  Newcastle,  that  if  they  were  lielped  but  one  step  towards  improvement,  and  coidd 
see  a hope  of  their  efforts  being  successful,  they  would  struggle  gTatefully  to  avail 
them  elves  of  the  assistance,  and  then-  condition  would  be  in  every  respect  very  different 
to  what  it  now  is  ; but  as  long  as  they  feel  themselves  to  be  forgotten  they  have  not  the 
energy  to  help  themselves. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

“ Your  Lordship’s  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

“ Carleton  Baynes,  C.E.” 


Richard  Dugard  Grainger,  Esq.,  sworn. 

429.  {Chairman) — You  are  a superintending  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health,  in  the 
medical  department  ? — I am. 

430.  How  many  years  have  you  been  so  ? — From  the  original  constitution  of  the 
Board  in  1848. 

431.  And  you  are  lectui'er  on  physiology  in  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  ? — I am. 

432.  At  what  time  did  you  first  visit  Newcastle  ? — I arrived  in  Newcastle  on  Satm’day, 
the  10th  of  September  1853,  at  six  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

433.  When  did  you  leave  the  town  ? — I left  the  town  on  the  following  Monday  week, 
the  19th  of  September,  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

436.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  us  an  outhne  of  the  course  of  proceedings  which 
you  adopted  while  here  ? — I may  state  that  at  ten  o’clock,  as  far  as  I remember,  on  the 
Saturday  morning,  I made  it  my  first  point  to  see  several  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of 
the  town ; and  though  I will  not  precisely  charge  my  memory,  I am  almost  sure  the  fii'st 
gentleman  I commimicated  with  was  Di’.  Robinson. 

437.  Can  j^ou  remember  the  names  of  any  of  the  other  gentlemen  whom  you  saw  tha 
fir.st  day? — Yes  ; Mr.  Newton.  I was  the  more  anxious  to  see  him  because  1 had  affeady 
had  a communication  with  him,  in  1851,  with  reference  to  the  sanitary  state  of  a certain 
part  of  the  town,  and  I knew  that  he  was  the  parochial  medical  officer  of  the  most 
important  district  in  the  town.  I think  when  I first  called,  Mr.  Newton  was  out. 
Then  I went  to  ceiU  on  Sir  John  Fife.  Those  thi-ee  gentlemen  I saw  within  two  or  three 
lioru’s,  between  ten  and  one  o’clock  on  the  Satui’day  of  my  arrival. 

438.  Did  you  see  others  whose  names  do  not  now  occur  to  you  ? — I think  I must  also 
have  seen  some  other  medical  gentlemen  on  that  day,  but  I cannot  distingniish  those  that 
I saw  on  the  Satm’day  and  several  that  I saw  on  the  Simday. 

439.  Can  yofi  mention  a few  more  of  the  names  of  those  whom  you  saw  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  or  Monday? — I saw  Dr.  White.  If  you  wiU  allow  me,  I will  refer  to  some 
reports  winch  I made,  and  in  which  the  names  occur,  for  many  of  these  gentlemen  were 
strangers  to  me.  I saw  Dr.  White  and  Mr.  Rayne,  the  surgeon  to  the  police  force  ; and 
Dr.  Embleton,  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  infirmary,  and  lectm’er  on  physiology  in  the 
College  of  Medicine  ; and  Mr.  Sang,  the  medical  officer  of  the  Westgate  disti’ict.  Dr. 
Robinson  and  Mr.  Newton  I have  mentioned.  Sir  John  Fife  I have  mentioned.  I saw 
Mr.  Harvey  also,  medical  officer  of  another  district  in  Newcastle.  Those  gentlemen  I saw 
on  the  Saturday  and  the  Sunday.  Mr.  Leslie  Gregson  I saw  on  the  Monday,  I believe  ; 
and  on  Friday,  September  16th,  I saw  Mr.  Gibb,  house  surgeon  of  the  infirmary. 

440.  Did  you  take  evidence  from  the  gentlemen  whose  names  you  have  just  given  ? — 
Yes,  I did. 
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441.  Did  you  communicate  with,  any  other  medical  gentlemen  ? — I communicated  with 
several.  Some  of  the  names  have  escaped  me,  hut  there  were  some  leading  physicians,  I 
know,  in  the  town  that  I called  on  and  endeavoured  to  see.  I thought  it  was  a matter  of 
courtesy  and  propriety  on  my  part  to  see  aU  the  principal  medical  men  of  the  town.  I 
called  upon  one  or  two  ])hysicians  whose  names  I really  now  forget,  and  I did  not,  I 
think,  succeed  in  finding  them  at  home.  I left  cards. 

442.  Did  you  do  your  best  to  put  yom’self  in  communication  with  those  members  of 
the  medical  profession,  with  whose  names,  on  so  short  an  acquaintance  with  the  place, 
you  had  become  fiimiliar  ? — I did.  I was  particularly  anxious  to  see  the  Poor  Law 
medical  ofiicers,  because  those  gentlemen  would,  of  course,  have  the  most  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  epidemic,  and  also  because  aU  the  ofiicial  relations  which  I coxild  hold 
with  any  medical  gentlemen  of  this  town  must  have  been  with  them  ; for  the  authority 
mider  which  I acted  from  the  General  Board  of  Health,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  under 
which  the  Board  of  Health  acts  when  epidemic  disease  prevails,  regard  the  guardians  of 
the  poor  and  then*  medical  officers  only ; so  that,  officially,  I co\ild  have  no  relations  with 
other  parties. 

443.  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  relations  which,  under  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Act,  necessarily  exist  between  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  boai’ds  of 
guardians  and  them  only,  the  medical  officers  of  the  board  of  guardians  were  the  only 
officers  with  whom  you  could  officially  be  called  upon  to  co-operate  ? — Exactly  so. 

444.  Did  you,  on  the  evening  of  the  Saturday,  have  a conference  wdth  those  medical 
officers  ? — On  the  Saturday  evening  I attended  the  board  of  guardians  at  seven  o’clock, 
and  there  I saw  several  of  the  medical  ofiicers  in  the  presence  of  the  board  in  the  board 
room.  Then  subsequently  I had  other  communications  with  them. 

445.  Did  you  immediately  proceed  to  offer  to  the  board  of  guardians,  as  a board,  and 
also  through  their  medical  officers,  such  suggestions  as  you  thought  best  calculated  to 
mitigate  or  an-est  the  progress  of  the  disease  ? — I did,  on  the  Saturday  evening.  I then 
stated  to  them  the  measures  which,  according  to  my  general  instructions  from  the  Board 
of  Health,  were  considered  best  to  resist  the  epidemic  ; for,  as  an  officer  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  my  duty  was  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Board,  which  I knew  with 
reference  to  epidemic  cholei'a.  I stated  to  the  guardians  that,  generally  speaking, 
it  was  desirable  to  carry  out  the  same  kind  of  measures  which  I found  had  already  been 
recommended  to  them — house-to-house  visitation,  the  establishment  of  local  dispensaries, 
obtaining  additional  medical  aid,  and  various  otlier  measures  of  that  kind ; but  that  will 
doubtless  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  guardians — and  upon  that  evening,  as 
I now  remember,  the  board  of  guardians  resolved  to  appoint  several  gentlemen  in  medical 
])ractice  to  assist  the  ordinary  medical  officers,  and  sixteen  senior  students  to  act  as  house- 
to-house  visitors. 

44H.  Can  you  recollect  at  what  time  those  suggestions  for  house-to-house  visitation, 
dispensaries,  and  additional  medical  attendants,  were  carried  out? — That  appears  partly 
in  some  of  tlie  reports  wliich  are  before  you  with  reference  to  the  Board  of  Health  ; but 
J may  state  generally  that  there  was  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  sixteen  medical 
students  as  visitors  ; because  they  were  to  be  obtained  from  among  the  medical  students  of 
tlie  schools  ill  this  town,  and,  as  I was  informed,  many  of  them  were  then  absent  from 
Newcastle,  and  I know  that  .several  had  to  be  fetched  from  some  distance.  I think  there 
were  some  four  or  five  obtained  almost  immediately  by  the  medical  officers,  or  in  the  coui'se 
of  a day  or  two. 

447.  Was  it  yom-  duty,  or  was  it  the  duty  of  the  board  of  guardians,  to  provide  these 
medical  visitors  ? — It  was  the  duty  of  the  board  of  guardians. 

448.  It  was  your  duty  to  recommend  the  providing  of  them,  if  you  thought  it  expe- 
dient?— My  function  then  ceased.  I think,  however,  it  is  but  right  that  I should  mention 
that  I should  have  been  most  happy  to  have  facilitated  the  obtaining  of  senior  students 
to  act  in  the  house-to-house  visitation  from  another  quarter,  that  is  to  say,  from  London  ; 
only  that  I felt  considerable  difficulty  in  publicly  ofiering  to  do  so,  as  I was  assured  that 
the  medical  visitors  could  be  obtained  from  the  two  medical  schools  in  Newcastle.  I did 
not  like  to  do  it  for  fear  I should  have  appeared  to  have  been  so  far  stejijiing  out  of  my 
strict  duty.  I thought  it  would  have  appeared  discoui’teous  to  the  schools  in  tliis  town,  to 
have  offered  to  obtain  from  the  London  schools  visitors  for  that  purpose  ; but  T also  think 
it  right  to  state  that  on  Monday,  the  12th,  I sent  this  telegraphic  message  to  the  General 
Board  of  Health — “ Obtain  a.ddresses  of  some  senior  students  to  come  if  wanted  ” There 
was  so  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  medical  students  in  the  town,  that  I thought  I Avas 
bound  to  provide  for  the  emergency,  if  it  could  not  be  met  here  ; but  efforts  Avere  made,  and 
the  gentlemen  Avere  obtained  from  day  to  day  to  carry  on  the  house-to-house  visitation. 

449.  Do  you  wish  to  give  Iti  these  reports  of  yours  to  the  General  Board  of  Health, 
together  with  the  documentary  information  thereto  appended,  as  evidence  before  this 
Commission  ? — I do. 

“ Copi(',8  oj  the  Reports  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  made  on  the  \^th,  12fA,  13</q 
\ Hh,  \5th,  a,nd,  \{\th  Septemher,  1853,  hy  R.  D.  Grainger,  Esq.,  together  with 
extracts  from  the  documentary  information  thereto  appended. 

“ Newcastle-on-Tyne,  September  11th,  1853. 

“ 1 BEG  to  report  for,  the  information  of  the  General  Boar  d of  Health  that  I reached 
this  town  early  yesterday  morning. 
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Sfc.,  llt/i  Sept.  185fi. 


“ I have  had  several  interviews  with  all  the  medical  officers,  and  with  several  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons.  The  concurrent  testimony  of  these  gentlemen  is,  that 
tlie  present  attack  of  cholera  i?  imdoubtedly  of  the  malignant  form,  and  that  it  is  epidemic 
at  this  time  in  Nev/castle.  Many  of  these  medical  men  have  had  large  experience  in  the 
disease,  and  mention  in  then  evidence,  herewith  appended,  the  facts  which  support  their 
oj^inion.  In  the  correctness  of  their  view  I entirely  agree,  and  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

“ 1.  The  disease  has  been  wide  spread,  and  has  appeared  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  but  in 
different  degrees  of  intensity. 

“2.  There  is  an  immense  amount  of  diarrhava  attacking  aU  classes,  high  and  low,  so  that 
there  is  a general  feeling  of  apprehension. 

“ 3.  The  characteristics  of  the  disease  are  unquestionably  those  of  Asiatic  Cholera.  I 
have  seen  some  cases,  and  find  all  the  marks  of  the  epidemic. 

“ 4.  It  has  ah'eady  acquired  a considerable  height ; the  number  of  attacks  of  collapsed 
cholera  repoided  as  having  occurred  in  the  public  practice  of  the  medical  officers  up  to  this 
day,  and  almost  aU  within  eight  days,  being  114  ; of  these,  forty-one  have  occurred 
Avithin  the  last  twenty-four  hours  ; the  deaths  reported  by  these  gentlemen  amount  to 
fifty-three,  of  which  seventeen  within  twenty-four  hours.  Several  cases  were  left  in 
articulo  mortis  when  the  surgeons  made  their  report.  Besides  these,  there  have  been 
several  deaths  among  the  better  classes  of  mechanics,  tradesmen,  and  shopkeepers,  but  to 
what  amount  cannot  at  this  moment  be  ascertained. 

“5.  The  intensity  and  frightfully  rapid  progress  of  the  attacks,  several  persons  having 
died  in  seven  or  eight  hours  after  appearing  to  be  in  health. 

“ 6.  There  have  been  observed  other  secondary  but  significant  marks  of  an  epidemic  charac- 
tei’,  such  as  the  peculiar  imeasiness  and  anxiety  at  the  praecordia  ; this,  to  a considerable 
extent,  preceding  the  diarrhoea  for  two  to  three  days  ; another  sign  is,  the  increased 
action  of  aperients  and  tendency  to  general  relaxation  of  the  bowels,  even  when  not 
amountmg  to  diarrhoea. 

“ As  to  the  futui'e  progress  of  the  epidemic,  I have  had  tins  evening  a conference  Avith  all 
the  medical  officers,  and  they  agi'ee  that,  at  this  time  the  disease  is  increasuig,  as  sheAvn 
by  the  returns.  The  general  opinion  likewise  is,  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  severe 
attacks,  so  far  as  it  can  be  now  judged  of,  that  has  yet  occurred.  The  virulence,  as 
indicated  by  the  rapidly  fatal  result,  and  the  large  mortality,  very  feiv  having  rallied  from 
collapse,  are  considered  importent  indications. 

“ All  the  medical  men  are  agreed  that  premonitory  diarrhoea  is  almost  universally  present, 
and  that  the  only  mode  for  giving  effectual  aid  to  the  population  is  by  systematic  house- 
to-house  visitation  ; prompt  treatment  being  the  one  end  of  all  the  efforts  now  beiug  made 
by  the  aitthorities. 

“ The  Board  of  Guardians  have  been  most  active  and  zealous.  On  Friday  they  met,  and 
resolved  to  meet  daily  during  the  epidemic.  Some  few  extra  medical  men  were  appointed 
on  Friday,  and  the  sanitary  measures  Avitliin  the  province  of  the  Board  Avere  decided  on. 
Last  evening  a second  meeting  Avas  held  attended  by  the  medical  officers,  at  Avhich  I Avas 
present.  After  reports  had  been  made  sheAving  the  progress  of  the  epidemic,  I explamed 
the  views  and  principles  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  for  the  management  of  the  disease, 
particularly  pointing  out  that  noAV  Avas  the  time  to  make  every  effort  to  check  the  pesti- 
lence by  efficient  house  Ausitation  ; that  for  this  purpose  a sufficient  number  of  medical 
visitors  sliouJd  be  immediately  appointed,  to  make  at  least  two  Ausits  per  diem  in  the  affected 
districts,  namely,  in  the  eaily  morning  before  the  people  Avent  to  Avork,  and  in  the  evening- 
after  they  returned  home.  I also  advised  the  opening  of  dispensaries  and  all  other 
measures,  required  to  assist  those  attacked.  The  sanitary  measures  requix-ed  were  particu- 
lai'ly  enforced,  and  I axn  happy  to  say  the  board  reaxlily  responded  to  all  these  suggestions. 
They  directed  the  medical  officers  to  state  what  extra  assistance  Avas  at  this  time  requisite  ; 
and  the  result  was,  that  four  out  of  the  five  officers  had  an  assistant  appointed,  being  a 
qualified  gentleman  in  practice,  and  besides  this,  sixteen  senior  students  Avere  directed  to 
lie  enga.ged  as  medical  visitors,  acting  xmder  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  medical 
officers,  each  of  these  acting  as  an  inspector  for  his  district. 

“ Up  to  tJxis  time  no  house  visitation  has  been  attempted,  as  only  a feAV  (six)  of  the 
students  have  been  secured,  and  the  medical  officers  and  their  assistants  have  been  inces- 
santly occupied  in  attending  to  calls  for  assistance.  Messengers  ;xre  to  be  despatched  to 
tlie  jieigl'bouring  towns,  to  find  the  students  there  residing  belonging  to  the  jucdlcal 
scliools  of  this  town,  and  it  is  expected  the  required  number  Avill  \’ery  soon  be  obtained  ; 
but  if  not,  I have  advised  the  chaii-man  of  the  guardians  to  alloAV  me  to  send  to  the 
Iion.don  hospitals  for  assistanoe. 

A plan  of  procedure  has  this  CAmning  Ijcen  agreed  ixpoii  by  the  medical  officers  ; and  I 
liav'C  no  doubt,  as  soon  as  the  staff  can  be  collected  and  put  in  action,  the  disease  Avili  be 
controlled. 

“ But  it  is  right  to  mention  that  I have  to-day  been  through  some  of  the  Avorst  districts, , 
.and  have  inspected  inany  of  the  houses  Avhere  deaths  h.-xA^e  taken  ])lace.  Nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  unfaAmm-able  as  to  the  ])ublic  health ; the  alleys  ;u-e  Amry  narroAxq  not 
more  than  four  feet ; the  houses  d;xrk,  foetid,  and  enormously  OAmr-croAvded  : fiitli  and 
ordure  lying  about  in  ail  directions,  confirming  the  account  given  by  Mr.  NeAvton  and  the 
i,nsj)ector  ox  nuisance.^;. 

'fhe  Common  Lodging-houses  Act  lias  not  yet  been  put  in  operation  ; but  there  is  to 
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be  a meeting  of  the  Town  Council  on  Wednesday,  when  I trust  the  byelaws  will  be 
approved. 

“ The  mayor  is  most  anxious  to  assist  in  all  the  measures  required.  At  inj'-  recommen- 
dation he  has  very  promptly  ordered  500  copies  of  the  Instructions  of  the  General  Board 
for  Capbuns  to  be  printed  and  distributed. 

“ I beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Board  to  the  important  statement  of  Doctor 
Greenhow  of  Tynemouth. — I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  Servant, 

“ R.  D.  Gr.vinger.” 


“ Dr.  White — Is  a physician  to  the  Infirmary,  and  has  practised  in  Newcastle  for  many 
years.  In  1<S:>2  had  charge  of  the  Cholera  Ho.spital,  Gateshead,  and  had  then  a large 
experience  of  the  disease.  Has  seen  a number  of  cases  within  the  last  ten  days  ; of  tliese 
almost  the  whole  have  died  : not  one  which  had  passed  into  collapse  recovered.  There  is 
a large  amount  of  diarrhoea  in  the  town,  among  all  classe.s,  high  and  low:  .some  of  his 
fatal  cases  were  among  sho})keepers  of  the  most  respectable  classes.  This  is  different 
from  what  took  place  in  1832,  Avhen  the  disease  was  almost  confined  to  the  poor.  In  all 
the  cjiscs  he  luis  investigated  there  had  been  more  or  less  of  diarrhoea,  and  this 
neglected.  The  epidemic  is  more  malignant,  and  decidedly  more  rapid,  than  he  has  ever 
seen ; in  some  cases  death  took  place  in  from  nine  to  twelve  hours.  * * 

* * * * * Xhe  disease  is  unquestion- 

ably established  in  its  epidemic  form.  The  great  thing  to  be  attended  to  is  to  give 
assistance  in  the  diarrhoea!  stage : medical  men  should  be  sent  into  the  infected  di.stricts, 
from  house  to  house,  to  seek  out  and  treat  the  premonitory  dianlioea ; little  or  nothing 
can  1)6  done  in  collapse. 

“Septimus  William  Hay ue,  Esq. — Has  been  in  practice  several  3'ears  in  this  town: 
witnessed  the  cholera  of  1832,  and  saw  much  of  it  in  184.b.  Is  superintending  surgeon  of 
the  police,  and  in  1 8I9  had  charge  of  Walker  Colliery  District  for  the  owners.  * 

******  Found  that  b^- 

early  treatment,  by  separating  the  healthy  from  the  sick,  and  thoi'oughly  cleansing  and 
lime  washing,  the  epidemic  was  arre.sted  : this  was  marked.  A good  many  of  the  ])COple 
were  taken  out  of  the  worst  houses  and  })laced  in  tents  : iu)t  one  of  them  was  attacked. 
The  majority  of  the  collier  cottages  have  no  drainage  whatever  ; they  have  no  jirivies  ; 
the  men  go  behind  the  hedges  ; the  females  use  vessels,  and  empty  them  on  the  midden 
just  in  front  of  the  door,  ])erha))s  three  .steps  oti';  and  the  children  depo.sit  their  excrement 
just  in  front.  In  the  country  districts  the  cottages  in  the  interior  are  very  clean,  but 
this  is  defeated  by  the  filth  around.  There  is  a great  deal  of  fever  in  these  collieiy 
villages.  Is  anxious  to  call  Mr.  Grainger’s  attcuition  to  a serious  evil  close  to  the  town  ; 
it  is  a colliery  district  called  Sjtital-tongues  : it  has  a large  population.  There  are  large 
accumulations  of  a.shes  and  tilth  close  to  the  dwelling.s,  no  drainage,  and  the  cottages, 
differing  from  the  country  districts,  ar’e  very  dii'ty.  Fever  alwavs  exists  hero  more  or 
les.s.  At  this  time  there  has  been  lU)  cholera,  but  an  immense  deal  of  diarrha'a ; he  is 
employed  ly  the  owners  of  the  pits  to  attend  the  people.  * * * 

* * Has  had  six  fatal  cases  of  cholera  in  jnlvate 

practice,  all  among  the  middling  cla.ss  : no  case  of  coIlap.se  lias  j'ct  recovered.  There  had 
been  in  all  jiremonitoiy  diarrluea,  excejit  in  one  case.  *'  ^ * 

* * * His  first  case  occurred  on  Sunda^Gast  ; believes 

no  case  took  jilace  before  August  3bst.  I'hei’c  is  a great  deal  of  diarrluea  among  his 
jirivate  jiatients,  with  depression  and  sinking  at  the  epigastiaum.  Is  ilecidedty  of 
ofiinion  that  this  is  an  cjhdemic  outbreak,  and  more  severe  than  that  of  1832  or  ]8  t!)  : 
death  takes  place  much  more  rapidl)'’,  and  occurs  among  shopkeepers  and  others. 

* * * * * . * qq,y  only  ert'ectual 

mode  of  giving  assistance  is  by  seeking  out  and  treating  the  diarrluea.  There  is  a 
tendency  to  increa.se  in  the  epidemic.  * * * * 

Dr.  KiiihJetoii. — Is  one  of  the  ])h_y.sician,s  of  the  infirmary,  and  lecturer  on  jilysiology 
at  the  Gf>llege  ot  Medicine  in  connexion  with  Durham  University. — witnes.sed  the  cholera 
ot  1832,  in  Newca.stle,  also  that  of  18  I9.  The  pre.sent  is  an  epidemic  attack  of  cholei'a ; 
ot  this  has  no  doubt,  lire,  attacks  of  cholera  are  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  town, 
among  middling  and  lower'  classes.  One  fatal  ease  has  occurred  in  the  inlirnrarv.  There 
is  a largo  amount  of  diarrlrrea  all  over  the  town.  As  far  as  he  can  ascertain  there  is  a. 
tendency,  at  this  time,  in  the  epidemic  to  increase.  Has  not  had  any  case  of  cholera  in 
his  private  practice.  The  town,  as  to  its  .s;rnitary  condition,  is  rrot  much  if  ary  better 
than  in  18M).  Some  trunk  sewer’s  have  been  nrade,  Imt  very  lew  houses  are  yet  drained 
into  them.  There  was  no  coni])ulsory  ]iower  to  eirfor’cc  house  drainage  in  tlie  old  local 
Act,  or  ifso  was  never  ]iut  into  foi’ce  ; by  the  new  Act,  ])assed  in  August  last,  amph' 
powers  are  given,  ’fhe  poorer  districts  are  in  a.  vei-y  bad  state.  Thei'e  is  gi'eat  over- 
crowding, e.s|)ecially  in  tlie  lodging-houses.  Is  of  ojiinion  it  is  most  important  to  the 
public  health  that  the  Lodgin  g-house  Act  should  lie  immediatrdy  enforced,  d’lic  onlv 
mode  of  giving  medical  a.ssistance  to  the  jiojadation,  is  ly  ferreting  out  the  diar-rlueal 
cases,  by  hou,se-to-hous(!  vi.sitation  and  promjit  treatment.  This  is  the  universal  opinion 
ot  the  medierd  men  here,  so  liir  as  he  knows. 

.11  3 


R.  D.  Grainger, 
Esq. 


19th  Jan.  1854. 
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R.  D.  Grainger,  John  Sang,  Esq. — Is  medical  officer  of  Westgate  District,  and  has  also  the  Union 
Esq.  Workhouse.  At  this  time  there  are  about  450  inmates  ; there  is  a good  deal  of  diarrhoea 

among  them,  but  as  yet  no  cholera  ; every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  guard  the  inmates. 

19th  Jan.  1854.  Has  had  two  cases  of  cholera  in  private  practice  ; one  fatal.  No  attack  yet  among  the  pau- 

pers  of  his  district,  but  a great  deal  of  diarrhoea.  » * * * ippg  disease 

Copies  of  Reports  has  been  worst  in  and  about  Cumberland  Row  and  neighbourhood.  This  is  a respectable 

^c..  Sept.  1853.  part  of  tlie  town,  with  tradesmen,  &c.  The  privies  are  in  a bad  state  ; smells  are  some- 

times horrible.  In  one  instance,  in  a very  respectable  liouse,  the  smells  were  so  bad  that 
he  advised  the  tenant  to  leave  ; in  this  house  there  had  been  a good  deal  of  sickness — dis- 
turbance of  the  stomach — especially  among  the  chilch-en  ; the  family  have  improved  in 
health  since  they  left.  Has  heard  of  other  similar  instances.  Has  seen  the  cesspool  matter 
running  out  of  the  privies  into  the  street.  Considers  this  an  epidemic  outbreak,  and 
threatens  to  be  as  serious  as  in  1 832.  There  is  a good  deal  of  alarm  in  the  town.  The 
sanitary  state  of  his  district  is  very  bad  ; no  proper  drainage,  merely  open  gutters,  and  no 
house  drains.  The  foxil  water  stands  in  pools  close  to  the  houses,  back  and  front.  The 
district  is  new,  witliin  these  few  years  ; the  streets  are  ordy  here  and  there  paved  ; there 
are  privies,  but  in  a very  dirty  state.  There  is  not  by  any  means  so  much  crowding  as 
in  Sandgate  and  other  old  parts  of  the  town  ; the  population,  too,  generally  is  more  respec- 
table— mechanics,  &c.,  but  few  Irish.  The  Board  of  Guardians  have  appointed  six  extra 
medical  visitors — four  being  senior  students — at  present  three  of  these  have  been  obtained 
and  are  at  work  ; expects  to  get  the  others  without  delay.  The  only  effectual  method  of 
giving  medical  assistance  to  the  poor,  is  by  house-to-house  visitation.  At  present  no  dis- 
pensaries have  been  provided ; at  present  does  not  think  one  is  wanted  in  liis  district. 
No  lime- washing  has  yet  been  done,  but  it  is  to  be  put  into  effect.  The  police  have  had 
directions  to  prevent  the  sale  of  bad  fruit  and  fish. 

Dr.  Robinson. — Has  paid  great  attention  to  the  question  of  the  public  health  and  to  the 
state  of  Newcastle-on-T3me.  Has  had  two  cases  of  cholera  in  private  practice  ; both  fatal. 
In  one  there  had  been  diarrhoea  two  days,  in  the  other  twelve  hours.  Considers  tins  to  be 
an  epidemic  outbreak  of  cholera  ; the  fatal  attacks  are  scattered  in  many  different  parts 
of  the  town,  from  the  extreme  east  to  west.  There  is  much  diarrhoea  among  all  classes. 

Has  inquired  into  the  first  cases  of  cholera.  No  cases  are  known  to  have  been  inq^orted 
from  Hamburgh  or  elsewhere.  The  earliest  cases,  he  believes,  occurred  at  Bill  Quay,  a 
small  place  on  the  Tyne,  three  miles  from  Newcastle.  A man  was  attacked  with  diar- 
rhoea, not  cholera  ; he  lived  at  a distance  of  twenty  yards  from  the  river,  opposite  to  a 
ship  which  is  reputed  as  coming  from  Bremen  ; no  case  of  cholera  had  occurred  in  this 
ship  on  the  passage,  nor  at  any  time  after  her  arrival.  The  vessel  had  been  at  Bill  Quay 
a fortnight  before  the  above  man  was  attacked  with  diarrhoea.  He  had  mingled  with  the 
sailors  of  the  vessel  on  shore,  not  on  ship.  This  man's  wife  and  daughter  were  subse- 
quently attacked  with  cholera  and  died.  Some  of  the  people  thought  disease  was  brought 
by  the  ship  ; but,  as  explained,  no  attack  of  cholera  or  anything  like  it  had  occurred,  or 
has,  so  far  as  he  knows,  since  taken  place  among  the  crew. 

“ There  is  a strong  feeling  among  the  whole  profession  of  this  town  of  the  importance  of 
treating  the  premonitory  diarrhoea,  and  of  seeking  this  out  by  house-to-house  visitation. 

“ W.  Netufon,  Esq. — Has  the  district,  including  Sandgate,  one  of  the  most  densely 
crowded  parts  of  the  town  ; is  also  a member  of  the  town  council ; cholera  has  attacked 
many  of  the  poor;  has  had  up  to  this  time  (September  11th),  41  cases  of  collapsed 
cholera,  of  which  20  have  proved  fatal.  His  district  has  suftered  more  than  any  other  in 
the  town.  The  attack  is  undoubtedly  epidemic,  and  very  generally  disseminated.  There 
is  a large  amount  of  diarrhoea  of  a severe  type.  * * * Attributes  the 

greatest  importance  to  house-to-house  visitation. 

“ The  scavenging  is  very  bad ; there  are  awful  smells  in  the  poor  streets  and  alleys ; he 
found  this  especially  so  yesterday  (Saturday)  morning  at  4 o'clock.  In  many  parts  there 
are  no  privies  at  all,  and  the  poor  often  throw  the  soil  out  of  the  window,  or  use  “ Idts," 
i.e.  small  tubs,  pots,  &c.,  and  deposit  the  filth  at  the  doors  for  the  scavengers  to  remove. 
It  is  in  these  localities  where  disease  prevails.  There  is  at  this  time  fearful  overcrowding, 
more  than  usual,  owing  to  Irish  coming  from  the  south  for  the  harvest ; has  counted  in 
one  small  room  25  ; there  are  many  other  houses  as  crowded  as  this.  The  Common 
Lodging-House  Act  has  not  yet  been  put  in  operation. 

“ Sir  John  Fife — Is  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  general  infirmary.  Has  had  three  cases 
of  cholera  among  the  poorer  class — none  fatal.  There  is  a large  amoimt  of  diarrhoea 
among  all  ranks  ; it  is  severe.  Considers  present  an  epidemic  attack.  * * * 

“ Mr.  Hai'vey, — Medical  officer  of  a district.  Saw  the  epidemic  of  1832  and  1848-49. 
According  to  his  experience,  the  epidemic  is  not  so  severe  as  in  1832.  His  district  is 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  better  ventilated  and  cleaner  than  the  lower  part.  There 
are  no  lodging-houses  in  it.  The  epidemic  is  not  much  developed  in  his  distiict. 

“ Mr.  Jenkins — Relieving  officer.  Some  of  the  attacks  have  been  very  sudden.  Two 
men  died  last  night,  one  of  whom  in  the  evening  he  saw  singing  at  a club.  He  went 
home  and  was  dead  this  morning.  The  second  case  was  a butcher,  who  went  home  at 
twelve  last  night  after  attending  the  market,  and  he  was  dead  by  eight  this  morning 
(Sunday).  There  is  immense  overcrowding;  he  counted  in  one  room  25  persons.  The 
dimensions  were  12  feet  wide,  15  feet  long,  and  7 feet  liigh. 

“ This  is  not  uncommon.  The  stench  on  entering  these  rooms  at  night  is  horrible ; it  is 
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just  enough  to  knock  you  down.  He  cannot  remain  in,  as  it  causes  sickness.  Was  for- 
merly in  the  pohce,  and  was  inspector  of  nuisances  ; has  heard  tlie  constables  complain 
that  they  could  not  stay  in  these  crowded  rooms.  There  are  no  privies  scarcely  in 
Sandgate,  public  or  private.  * * * 


“ Newcastle-on-Tyne,  12th  September  1853. 

“ Sir, — I forwarded  yesterday  as  full  a report  as  the  pressure  of  my  engagements  would 
allow.  In  order  to  save  time,  I commence  this  letter  previous  to  meeting  the  medical 
start*  and  imardians  this  evening. 

“ As  to  the  mode  in  which  cholera  appeared  in  this  town,  I have  not  had  time  to  make 
close  inquiry  ; but  it  is  stated  by  the  many  physicians  and  surgeons  whom  I have  seen, 
that  there  have  been  no  imported  cases  of  cholera  from  Hamburgh,  or  other  foreign  port, 
where  the  disease  existed  ; nor  is  there  any  suspicion  among  the  profession,  so  far  as  I 
have  inquired,  that  this  pestilence  was  in  any  way  introduced  by  contagion.  I men- 
tioned that  the  first  attacks  are  believed  to  be  those  at  Bill  Quay,  the  circumstances 
attending  which  were  investigated  by  Dr.  Robinson,  a gentleman  particularly  well 
qualified  for  the  inquiry,  as  he  has  paid  great  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  public  health. 
The  facts  of  the  case,  as  described  by  Dr.  Robinson,  entirely  negative  the  idea  of  an 
introduction  by  contagion.  I propose  to  enquire  further  into  the  first  attacks  in  Newcastle 
itself  I may  add,  that  at  Gateshead,  no  suspicion  of  importation  or  contagion  is  enter- 
tained. Since  this  was  written,  I have  received  the  important  statement  of  Mr.  Gregson, 
herewith  forwarded. 

“ I briefly  alluded  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  town  in  my  report  of  yesterday ; 
and  the  medical  evidence,  forwarded  to  the  general  board,  shows  that  Newcastle  is,  in  tliis 
respect,  in  a most  unsatisfactory  state.  Owing  to  the  want  of  privies  and  house-drains,  the 
densely  populated  parts  are  in  a deplorable  Condition  of  filth.  According  to  the  medical 
orticer  and  relieving  officer,  in  the  district  called  Sandgate,  occupied  by  multitudes  of  the 
labom-ing  classes,  especially  Irish,  there  are  neither  private  nor  public  privies.  The  con- 
sequence is,  the  people  are  compelled  to  throw  the  soil  into  the  alleys,  or  to  retain  it  in 
the  houses  in  tubs,  &c.  The  scavenging  is  said  to  be  imperfectly  performed.  In  Sandgate 
and  elsewhere  there  is  inordinate  overcrowding — constituting  at  all  times  a great  evil,  and 
at  this  time  constituting  a most  dangerous  state  of  tilings  in  regard  to  the  public  health. 
The  density  of  popidation,  as  I witnessed  yesterday,  cannot  be  conceived  of  without  actual 
inspection.  The  imstances  forwarded  yesterday  may  serve  for  hundreds  of  similar  dwel- 
lings. In  the  room  described  to  me  on  Saturday  morning  by  Mr.  Newton,  the  .sm-geon  ot 
the  di.strict,  as  containing  20  occupants,  two  attacks  of  the  epidemic  cholera  took  place  in 
the  course  of  the  same  day.  Tlie  influx  of  Irish  labourers  coming  from  the  south  for 
harvest  work,  has  fearfully  increased  the  evil.  The  relieving  orticer,  Mr.  Jenkins,  informed 
me  yesterday,  that  a few  days  since  he  saw  from  1 00  to  1 50  of  these  people  land  from  a 
Hull  steamer,  wlio  immediately  walked  up  in  a troop  to  the  already  densely-packed 
houses  in  Sandgate.  Many  of  the  houses  I entered,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  alleys, 
less  than  four  feet,  the  smallness  and  dirt  of  the  windows,  and  the  lowness  of  the  ceiling, 
were  so  dark  tliat  I was  obliged,  thougli  in  tlie  middle  of  the  day,  to  come  out  to  see  to 
write  my  notes.  Several  deaths  have  taken  place ; and  in  one  room  I saw  the  bodies  of  a 
mother  and  daughter  who  had  died  in  the  morning — a third  person  having  been  re- 
moved in  a dying  state. 

“ It  is  a most  unfortunate  circumstance  that,  although  many  of  these  alleys  were  flagged 
and  cliannelled  by  the  'I’own  Council  nearly  two  years  ago,  as  I was  informed,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Common  Lodging-house  Act,  by  which  alone  the  principal  evils  could  have 
been  removed,  have  not  been  enforced.  The  subject  is  to  be  considered  at  the  meeting 
ot  the  Council  on  Wednesday ; and  it  is  intended  to  su.spend  the  standing  orders,  so  that 
the  byelaws  may  immediately  be  adopted.  I have  had  two  interviews  with  the  mayor, 
who  is  most  anxious  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  promote  the  public  health.  I 
have  suggested  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  cleanse  out  the  narrow  alleys  and 
courts,  and  in  all  cases  where  these  are  flagged,  so  that  they  will  quickly  dry,  to  have 
them  washed  out  daily  by  the  hose  and  jet.  Also  to  send  the  jiolice  into  the  crowded 
lodging-houses,  and  to  endeavour  to  effect  some  diminution  of  numbei's. 

“ I have  already  stated  that  this  epidemic  is  liy  no  means  confined  to  the  poor  ; many 
of  the  better  classes  have  lieen  attacked.  I have  just  seen  two  such  cases — one  a shop- 
keeper, in  good  circumstances  and  living  in  a principal  trading  street;  he  was  dying. 
Tlie  second,  a child,  who  had  somewhat  rallied.  They  presented  all  the  characters  of 
malignant  cholera.  In  that  neighbourhood,  at  the  back,  is  a miserable  district  (jiart  of 
Westgate),  where  several  deaths  have  occurred.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  general 
malaria  ri.sing  out  of  the  neglected  and  miserable  parts  of  Newcastle  overhangs  the  whole 
town  and  penetrates  into  every  domicile ; and  acts,  in  this  epidemic  period,  as  an  inten.si- 
predis])osing,  and  all-intluential  cause.  The  state  of  things  in  this  town  induces  me, 
m the  fli.scharge  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  me,  to  exjiress  to  the  General  Board  of  Health 
iny  .strong  conviction,  that  it  is  of  the  first  consequence  at  this  critical  period,  when  Europe 
has  been  visited  by  the  most  deadly  outlireak  of  cholera  that  it  has  yet  experienced,  and 
when  it  has  shown  itself  in  a most  fatal  and  intractable  form  in  Newcastle,  that  all  possible 
precautionary  measures  should,  without  delay,  be  put  in  execution  in  all  populous  places. 

H 4 


H.  D.  Grainger, 
Esq. 

19th  Jan.  1854. 
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“ At  the  meeting  of  the  guardians  this  evening,  a dispensary  v’^as  appointed,  to  be  open 
night  and  day  to  jvll  who  want  medicine,  without  expense.  1 forward  a statement  of  the 
progress  of  the  epidemic  during  the  last  24  hours. 

“ It  is  hoped  that  to-morrow  the  remaining  students  will  be  forthcoming.” 


Copies  of  Reports,  ~ 

^ept.  1853.  “Statement  of  Cholera,  fee.,  under  Medical  Officers  during  the  last  24  hours  fmany  in 

private  practice.) 


New  Cases 
of  Cholera. 
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Choleraic 

Diarrhoea. 

Many 

(not  counted.) 


Deaths.  Recoveries^ 

23  10. 

(Signed)  K.  D.  Grainger. 


“ T.  Leslie  Gregson,  Esquire,  has  been  several  years  in  practice  in  Newcastle.  Was  seven 
years  in  Egypt,  and  there  udtnessed  the  great  epidemic  of  1832,  which  carried  off  in 
in  Alexandria  many  thousands.  He  had  a distinct  case  of  cholera  six  weeks,  and  a second 
a fortnight  ago.  No  communication  whatever  with  ships  or  sailors.  He  also  attended 
what  were  considered  to  be  the  first  cases  in  Newcastle  in  the  pxnsent  epidemic.  These 
took  place  previous  to  those  at  Bill  Quay ; the  first  of  them  on  September  1st. 

This  was  a fiunily  which  lived  in  Forth  Street,  at  a distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile 
final  the  river.  The  father  was  first  seized  ; he  was  a person  in  respectable  circum- 
stances, very  temperate,  and  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  shipping,  having  principally 
employment  with  the  railways  and  coal.  There  was  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  he 
had  had  any  communication  with  vessels  or  sailors.  He  was  rather  subject  to  diarrhoea, 
but  believes  he  had  none  at  the  time  ; he  was  seized  at  three  in  the  morning,  in  two  hours 
and  a half  was  collapsed,  and  died  in  seven  hours.  His  wife  had  diarrhoea  durhig  her 
husband’s  attack  ; he  (Mr.  G.)  tried  to  check  it  by  camphor,  opium,  and  calomel  in  full 
doses  ; but  disease  went  on,  and  on  the  third  day  after  the  attack  of  her  husband,  she  was 
seized  with  collapse,  and  in  three  days  died.  Two  children  were  also  attacked,  but  both  re- 
covered. Had  attended  the  family  formerly,  and  also  others  in  the  street.  There  are  no 
jiarticular  causes  of  unhealthmess  that  he  is  aware  of ; tliein  had  been  no  fever  pre- 
viously, but  a case  occurred  duiiiig  the  cholera.  A gul  two  doors  oft'  was  attacked  by 
cholera  after  fever,  and  died.  Speedily  after  these  first  cases  attacks  occurred  in  all  parts 
of  the  town.  There  was  not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  there  had  been  any  commu- 
nication between  these  persons  and  the  first  attacked.  Has  had  many  cases,  and  six 
deaths,  and  fears  others  will  die.  In  some  cases  the  attacks  were  fatal  in  a few  hours. 

* * * * * * Knows  that  last 

night  four  deaths  took  place  in  one  court  near  the  river,  and  knows  that  several  took 
place  also  last  night  in  Gateshead.  The  epidemic  has  been  most  fixtal  and  severe  ; thinks 
that  three-fourths  of  tho,se  in  collajise  have  died. 


“ Newcastle-on-Tjme,  13th  September  1853. 

“ Sir. — I beg  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  that  the 
Guardians  of  this  town  adopted  some  further  measures  at  their  meeting  last  evening,  for 
imijroving  the  public  health  and  checking  the  epidemic — of  these  a note  is  herewith 
forwai'ded  (vide  paper  A.)  The  Mayor,  to  whom  I had  recommended  the  washing  out  of  the 
allej’s,  &c.,  yeisterday,  as  I am  informed,  ordered  the  fire-engines  to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

A very  large  amount  of  diarrhoea  exists  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  the  surgeries  of  the 
medical  officers  being,  as  they  state,  almost  besieged  ; many  applications  am  also  made 
daring  the  night.  The  druggists  are  also  much  occupied,  especially  in  the  poorer  parts. 
A multitude  of  cases  of  diarrhcBa — many  of  rice-water  character — were  yesterday  detected 
by  the  extra  medical  men,  and  promptly  treated.  It  was  found  impossible,  especially 
without  printed  forms  (which  are  not  yet  printed),  to  keep  account  of  the  totals  of  these 
diarrheeal  attacks.  All  the  medical  officers  spoke  to  the  vast  advantage  of  the  preventive 
system.  One  gentleman  stated  that  more  than  sixty  had  been  thus  treated  in  this 
district,  and  he  expected  they  would  be  checked  almost  entirely.  Another  surgeon  had 
himself  visited  a second  time  twelve  severe  choleraic  cases,  discovered  in  the  morning,  and 
these  all  promised  recovery.  Shall,  if  time  permit,  add  any  important  matter  commu- 
nicated at  the  meeting  this  evening.  It  is  my  intention  to  accompany  some  of  the  visitors, 
if  time  permits. 

“ At  the  meeting  of  the  guardians  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  more  than  the  total 
number  of  fresh  attacks  of  cholera  and  diarrhoea. 

“ There  is  a very  large  amount  of  choleraic  diarrhoea,  and  a still  larger  number  of  cases 
of  simple  diarrhoea,  with  various  reports  from  druggists  as  to  the  increased  applications 
for  medicine.  The  Board  have  made  some  additional  appointments  to  meet  the  demand 
on  the  medical  officers.  The  importance  of  early  treatment  was  stated  by  several  of  the 
surgeons.  (Signed)  R,  D.  Grainger. 
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“ Report  of  Cholera  for  this  day,  September  13th,  reported  by  the  medical  officers. 


Total  new  cases  of  developed  cholera  - - - 86, 

Deaths  - --  --  --  --  - ,37. 

(Signed'  R.  D.  Grainger. 


B.  D.  Grainger, 
Esq. 


19th  Jan.  1854. 
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“Newcastle,  September  14,  1853.  1853. 

“ Sir, — All  the  accounts  I have  received  to-day  tend  to  show  that  the  epidemic  in  this 
town  is  in  no  degree  diminished.  I have  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a full  return 
from  the  sub-registrars,  of  all  tlie  deaths  from  cholera  that  have  taken  place  up  to  this 
date  ; and  also  with  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  during  the  same  period,  so  as  to  show  the 
total  mortality : this  information  I was  promised  this  evening. 

“ The  reports  of  the  medical  officers  and  of  the  registrar  of  deaths  were  received  this 
evening,  and  prove  that  there  has  been  a great  development  of  the  disetise  during  the  last 
twenty -four  hours.  I have  to-day  seen  some  })hysicians  in  large  piivate  practice.  They 

.state  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of  dian-hcea,  pain  at  tlie  epigastrium,  and  other  pre- 
monitory indications ; and  this  among  all  ranks,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  One 
physician,  (Doctor  Humble),  stated  he  had  been  called  to  several  ca.ses  of  developed  cholera 
among  the  most  respectable  tradesmen,  clerks,  Ac.,  but  as  yet  he  had  lieard  of  none  among  the 
professional  and  higher  classes.  -\.ll  my  informants  .state,  there  is  (as  the  rule)  premonitory 
diarrhoea,  and  that  it  has  been  neglected.  This  fatal  apathy  and  ignorance  cannot,  it  may 
be  expected,  continue  much  longer — as  some  thoasand  hand-bills  are  to  be  circulated,  it  is 
hoped  this  evening.  The  inclosed  notice  was  placarded  in  large  size  this  morning  all  over 
the  town.  The  return  from  Gateshead  for  to-day  shows  a decided  increase,  and  the 
epidemic  is  there  also  very  severe. 

“ Last  night,  from  ten  to  twelve,  I accom])anied  the  surgeon  of  the  worst  district  in 
Newcastle,  with  two  of  his  visitors.  The  peoi)le  were  standing  at  their  doors,  and  in  the 
streets,  in  crowds,  and  constant  applications  were  made  for  assistance.  I saw  many  cases 
in  all  stages — three  or  four  were  in  aiiiculo  mortis.  In  one  house  there  had  been  two 
deaths.  It  was  in  the  mid.st  of  the  stench  arising  from  the  excrement  tlu'own  into  the 
streets.  A diaiggi.st  living  next  door  .said  the  stench  was  awful ; and  Mr.  Newton,  the 
medical  officer,  stated,  when  he  went  through  the  district  at  night,  after  the  people  had 
emptied  their  vessels  into  the  gulley,  &c.,  that  the  effluvia  was  overpowering.  Not  one  of 
those  houses  which  I visited  had  a priv)'.  The  district  is  distinct  from  the  one,  already 
noticed  in  a former  report,  calhal  Sandgate.  The  people  were  urgent  in  their  complaints 
of  the  enormity  of  these  most  fatal  condition.s.  In  several  of  the  severe  cases,  1 ascertained 
there  had  been  neglected  diarrhcea;  one  or  two  cases  are  specimens  of  hundreds.  I 
questioned  a woman  in  collap.se  ; she  ha<l  had  diarrhoea  a week,  but  did  not  apply  for 
advice  till  Sunday,  when  collapse  had  begun.  In  another  room  I found  a man  pulsele.ss, 
and  evidently  dying  ; he  had  had  diarrhoea,  his  wife  informed  me,  but  neglected  it,  think- 
ing it  would  go  off.  I sjiw  many  patients  progre.ssing  favourably,  who  had  been  treated 
by  the  visitors,  several  of  whom  had  made  no  apjdicatiou  for,  or  had  received  mediciil  aid 
previously. 

“Notwithstanding  the  very  severe  mortality,  the  returns  up  to  the  present  day  show,  I 
feel  entirely  satisfied,  that  if  it  had  not  l)een  for  the  most  j)rompt  and  efficient  medical 
aid,  a much  larger  sacrifice  of  life  would  have  occurred.  I hope  to-morrow  to  send  an 
account  of  the  medical  assistance  that  has  been  provided. 

“ I have  to  report  that  I have  this  day  had  an  interview  with  the  town  council,  pi'esided 
over  V)y  the  mayor.  The  result  I will  explain  to-morrow  ; the  main  results  will  be  gathered 
from  the  acconqjanying  letter  of  the  town  clerk.  The  standing  orders  were  suspended, 
for  the  puiqjo.se  of  facilitating  the  regulation  of  the  Iri.sh  and  other  common  lodging- 
houses.  “ I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

“Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

“R.  D.  Grainger.” 


“ Gateshrvd  Town. — September  1 4th. 

“ (No  returns  from  out-di.stricts,  but  medical  officers  were  directed,  two  days  ago,  to  report 

all  new  cases.) 

“ Return  of  Cholera  and  Diariukea. — September  14th,  1853. 

“Medical  Officer  of  town: — R.  H.  Wilson. 


IJt.^KASK. 

New 

Cases. 

Cases 
remaining 
from  1 2th. 

Total.  1 

1 

Recovered. 

Dead. 

Remaining 
on  hand. 

Cholera  ----- 

9 

12 

21  ! 

1 

3 

17 

Rico  Water  8tool.s 

0 

2 

4 1 



4 

Simple  Diarrliu-a 

1 3.-, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

“ Many  cases  at  dispensary,  and  .seven  deaths. 


“ The  Registrar  of  deaths  of  the  town  sub-district  reports  a total  of  twenty-two  deaths  in 
the  last  twenty-four  lujurs,  as  registered — 

Lust  return  of  deaths  - - - - - 61 1 , 

New  deaths  - - - - - • 22 ) ^ 
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“ Mr.  Wilson  and  also  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Dispensary,  report  great  increase  of  disease. 

“Four  of  the  six  visitors  have  been  obtained,  and  three  have  been  at  work,  the  other 
two  are  expected. 

“ Authority  is  given  to  medical  officer  to  obtain  more  visitors  if  he  require  them.  One 
extra  has  been  appointed  to-day  to  attend  at  a druggist’s  shop. 

“ Dispensers  are  to  be  supplied  to  every  private  surgeon  requiring  it. 

“ The  hospital  has  been  opened. 

“ Notices  to  be  served  immediately  to  Irish  lodging-houses  to  register  ; and  police  em- 
ployed in  interval  to  endeavour  to  thin  them  ; tlm  question  of  procuring  tents,  which  it  is 
said  are  available,  was  considered  by  committee,  and  will  be  again  to-morrow,  after  result 
of  police  effort  is  known.  I have  advised  the  use  of  tents  ; the  removal  to  be  under 
medical  advice.  There  was  and  is  much  alarm  among  the  people ; but  the  placard  has 
given  satisfaction  and  lessened  alarm.  The  medical  men  report  that  there  is  almost  always 
pi-emonitory  diarrhoea,  often  neglected,  but  controllable  if  seen  early. 

“ R.  D.  Grainger.” 


N ewcastle-upon-Tyne  Union. 

Nnmber  of  Deaths  from  Cholera  and  Diarrhoea  registered. 
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R.  D.  Grainger. 
September  1853. 


(Signed) 

“ R.  D.  Grainger  to  T.  Taylor,  Esq.  “ Newcastle,  15th 

“ Sir, — I herewith  en  lose  a return  of  the  number  of  extra  medical  men,  appointed  by 
the  guardians  to  give  assistance  to  the  sick.  The  plan  has  been  to  appoint  one  or  more 
assistants,  being  qualified  practitioners,  to  each  of  the  five  regular  medical  officers,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  senior  students  to  act  under  them  and  conduct  the  house-to-house 
visitation. 

“ In  the  reports  I had  the  honour  to  address  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  last  year, 
relative  to  the  progress  the  cholera  had  made  in  Poland  and  Germany,  I stated  that  it  was 
the  most  severe  outbreak  that  had  yet  appeared  in  Europe.  I regret  to  state,  that  on  com- 
paring the  daily  returns  of  new  cases  and  deaths,  which  were  recorded  in  the  ‘ Newcastle 
Courant,’  as  having  occurred  in  the  epidemic  of  1831-32  in  Newcastle,  with  the  present 
mortality,  it  appears  that  the  present  outbreak,  so  far  as  it  has  extended,  like  that  on  the 
Continent,  is  much  more  severe;  this  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  return  for  lt>31-32. 
There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  mortality.  The  reports  received  from  the  Sub- 
Registrars  show  the  deaths  for  the  last  twenty-fourhours, — 

......  - j„j 

Diarrhoea  - - - - - - "’J 

■ “ P.S. — Authority  was  given  to  the  medical  officers  to  call  in  the  aid  of  any  number  of 

private  practitioners  they  deem  necessary.” 

“Newcastle. 

“ Return  of  Deaths,  September  16th,  1853. 

Cholera.  Diarrhoea.  Grand  Total. 

Total  - - - 101  4 105 

(Signed)  “ R.  D.  Grainger.’ 

“No  return  has  been  forwarded  from  Gateshead.” 


CHOLEBA  INQUIEY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


59 


“ Newcastle,  September  16th,  1853.  R.  D.  Grainger^ 

Sir, — “ I beg  to  report  that  a joint  committee  of  the  town  council  and  guardians  was  Esq. 

appointed  la.st  evening,  to  bike  steps  for  ]irovdding  a house  or  houses  of  refuge,  and  take  

into  consideration  the  question  of  providing  tents  for  tlie  people  occupying  the  den.sely  19th  Jan.  1854. 
populated  and  infected  localities. 

“A  meeting  Avas  held  this  morning,  at  which  Mr.  Hurst,  the  Poor-law  inspector,  also  Copies  of  Reports 
attended.  I fully  explained  all  the  advantages  of  taking  the  jioor  out  of  their  pestilential  1®^^- 

dwellings  ; and  that,  in  the  jiresent  emergency  and  amount  ol  disease,  it  would  probably  be 
found  that,  under  medical  advice  and  superintendence,  the  people  might  be  .safely  encamped, 
and  .stated  that  the  jilan  ought  to  be  tried.  The  committee,  however,  were  so  apprehensive 
of  increasing  the  alarm  in  the  public  mind,  that  for  the  present  they  declined  the  proposal. 

A large  building,  or,  1 believe,  block  of  warehou.ses  belonging  to  the  corporation,  being  now 
vacant,  is  immediately  to  be  prepared  under  medical  advice  as  a house  of  refuge,  and  the 
committee  and  surveyor  left  to  examine  the  place.  I jTopose  visiting  this  building  with 
Mr.  Hurst.  The  committee  meet  again  to-morrow  at  10  A.M. 

“Two  of  the  churchyards  have  been  closed,  and  it  is  expected  that  others,  if  not  all,  will 
.soon  be  shut  up  also.  There  are,  I am  informed,  two  cemeteries,  east  and  we.st — one  having 
ten  acres,  witli  the  means  of  getting  six  more  if  needed  ; this  it  is  stated  has  plenty  ot 
room  for  interments.  The  smaller  one  lias  three  acres,  and  is  said  to  be  nearly  ftxll. 

“ The  Whittle  Dean  water  company  have,  on  the  representations  made  to  them  both  by 
the  council  and  giiardians,  positively  abandoned  the  Tyne,  and  have  taken  pos.session  of  what 
is  affirmed  by  all  to  be  a very  pure  stream  some  miles  off : and  this  wdth  their  original 
supply  at  their  reservoirs  is,  it  was  distinctly  stated  by  the  toAvm  clerk,  quite  sufficient  to 
supply  the  whole  of  the  districts  connected  with  the  company  wdth  pure  water.  It  is 
adnutted  by  the  company  that  since  J uly,  the  polluted  water  of  the  Tyne  has  been  largely 
supplied  to  the  joint  populations  of  these  towns,  and  only  very  imperfectly  filtered,  the 
filter  apparatus  being  out  of  order.  The  most  urgent  complaints  have  been  made  at  the 
meetings  of  the  authorities,  and  I cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  opinion  that  the 
disease  has  been  exasperated  by  this  most  improper  procedure.  I inclose  a copy  of  a letter 
addressed  by  G.  L.  Lambert,  Esquire,  the  mayor  of  Newcastle,  to  IMr.  Hurst,  relative  to 
the  water  supply. 

“ I am  desirous  of  submitting  to  the  General  Board  some  general  remarks  on  the 
character  of  the  epidemic  now  prevailing,  and  I will,  if  possible,  forward  them  by  the 
second  post  this  evening. 

“ I send  a notice  on  the  occurrence  of  cholera  at  Hexham,  also  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gibb, 
a gentleman  of  superior  attainments,  which  throws  an  important  light  on  the  mode  in 
which  the  epidemic  in  mo.st  cases  attains  the  collapsed  form.  In  the  midst  of  this  most 
severe  outbreak,  the  medical  officers  find  the  diarrh(eal  stage  hitherto  controllable  to  a 
remarkable  extent.  Out  of  the  eight  reports  received  last  night  from  the  medical  officers 
and  assistants,  it  was  reported  that  in  six,  .so  far  as  it  had  been  po.ssible  to  ascertain,  not 
one  had  passed  into  collapsi*  after  treatment.  It  was  impossible  for  the  medical  officers  to 
state  the  numVier  of  diarrlueal  ca.ses  which  they  had  .seen  themselves,  nor  did  the  visitors, 
though  I had  urged  them  to  do  so,  bring  me  in  several  instances  their  forms  filled  up  ; but 
it  was  stated  by  all  that  the  number  of  cases  was  very  great  indeed.  At  the  dispensary, 

200  cases  of  premonitory  attacks  had  been  relieved,  without  any  being  known  up  to  last 
night  to  have  passed  into  collapse.  One  case,  after  treatment,  was  reported  by  one  surgeon 
as  going  into  collap.se,  and  a visitor  reported  .seven  in  a similar  state,  ending  in  cholera  after 
treatment.  As  regards  this  last  rejtort,  although  1 closely  questioned  the  young  man,  I 
have  considerable  doubt  whether  there  was  not  some  mistake.  He  had  been  fagged  early 
and  late,  and  scarcely  seemed  to  be  certain  as  to  the  number.  Of  course  it  cannot  be 
fully  decided  at  present  how  all  the  cases  above  referred  to  will  terminate.  The  visitors 
are  reported  as  being  extremely  well  received  by  the  poor,  and  it  is  confidently  anti- 
cipated by  those  whom  I question,  that  in  a short  time  the  whole  will  work  well,  the 
people  themselves  assisting.  The  greate.st  interest  is  taken  in  the  whole  of  this  preventive 
system  by  the  guardians,  and  e.specially  because,  when  complete,  it  afibrds  the  only 
sure  means  of  ascertaining  the  relative  intensity  of  the  disease  in  each  particular  locality. 

I have  explained  to  the  guardians  that  it  will  be  nece.ssary  for  them  to  appoint  some 
medical  gentleman  to  superintend  the  details,  as  at  present  1 find  it  almo.st  impossible, 
with  so  many  demands  on  my  time,  to  do  this  satisfactorily. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  Servant, 

“R.  D.  Grainger,” 


“ Newcastle,  September  16th,  1853. 

“ C.  J.  Oihh,  Kt^q. — has  been  five  years  the  house  surgeon  of  the  infirmary — has  had 
an  immense  number  of  diarrha-al  cases,  cert:iinly  600,  in  various  stages ; a great 
many  had  neglected  it  for  one,  two,  three  or  four  days ; this  is  to  a great  extent 
causefl  by  the  painle.ss  nature  of  the  attacks.  A man  last  night  came  for  himself  He 
said  his  brother  had  died  the  rlay  before,  that  he  had  had  the  diarThma  for  some  time  • 
ami  had  neglected  it.  From  what  he  has  heard,  he  is  satisfied  that  this  must  have  been 
the  ease  in  numerous  instances.  The  attacks  seen  to  early  are  in  mo.st  cases  controllable. 
Has  not  the  means  of  tracing  out  tlu!  termination  of  many  of  the  case.s,  as  this  relief  at  the 
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R.  D.  Grainger,  infirmary  is,  of  course,  no  part  of  tlie  house  visitation  system — but  knows  in  many  the 
Esq.  disease  was  stopped,  and  lias  no  doubt  this  was  the  case  with  the  great  majority  of 

attacks.  A great  number  of  those,  even  with  simple  diarrhoea,  have  paUor,  dark  areola 

19th  Jan.  1854.  round  the  eye  ; slight  prostration — distinct  proofs  in  his  judgment  of  all  these  cases  forming 

a part  of  the  epidemic.  Since  the  public  notices  have  been  issued,  the  applicants  for 

relief  have  greatly  increased.  Some  among  them  being  more  alarmed  than  hurt ; the 
placards  have  been  the  means  of  relief  being  given  in  a large  number  of  cases. 

“ NeAvcastle,  loth  September  1853. 

“ Mr.  Grace,  a guardian,  stated  at  meeting,  that  he  had  gone  with  two  other  guardians 
to  visit  a part  of  St.  Peter’s ; they  found  large  heaps  of  ashes,  soil,  &c.,  leaking  out  and 
causing  a horrible  nuisance,  dangerous  to  the  neighbourhood. 

“ I recommended  to  have  them  and  all  others  removed,  if  thought  safe  by  a medical  officer, 
and  under  his  authority  and  with  proper  disinfectants. 

“ Chairman  of  guardians  questioned  closely  inspector  of  nuisances,  and  nothing  satisfactory 
was  elicited.  Board  adopted  my  recommendation  and  directed  one  of  their  surgeons  to 
advise  the  inspector  as  to  the  safe  jrrocedure. 

“ Water  Supply. — Great  complaints  have  been  made  at  the  town  council,  and  guardians, 
of  the  noxious  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company.  It 
appears  owing  either  to  the  want  of  rain  in  the  nortli,  or  to  the  company  extending  their 
business  beyond  their  capability  of  supply,  or  to  both  these  causes,  that  they  have  largely 
supplied  the  people  of  this  town  with  water  pumped  from  the  Tyne,  in  the  close  vicinity 
of  the  town,  where  it  is  affirmed  it  is  polluted  by  the  sewage.  Specimens  were  exhibited 
of  a most  noxious  quality.  I strongly  pointed  out  the  vast  evil  thus  caused,  as  it  is  well 
known  cholera  in  1 849  was  repeatedly  traced  in  its  most  virulent  form  to  the  use  of  water 
polluted  by  (bainage  and  soakage  from  ces.spools. 

“ The  chairman  of  guardians  was  instructed  by  the  meeting  to  communicate  with  the 
company,  and  this  evening  (15th)  it  was  announced  that  they  had  abandoned  the  river 
supply  entirely,  and  had  supplied  only  the  water  from  their  reservoirs  and  gathering 
oi-ounds  at  a distance  of  some  miles  from  town.” 

o 


450.  {Mr.  Neiotmi.) — Do  you  not  remember  attending  a committee  meeting  of  the 
board  of  guardians,  at  which  the  vice-chairman  was  in  the  chair  ? — On  what  day  was  that  ? 

451.  I do  not  remember  the  day ; it  was  attended  by  yourself  and  all  the  medical  officers 
of  the  union.  The  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  about  issuing  a 
prescription  to  the  public.  Do  you  not  remember  my  submitting  to  your  notice  a placard 
containing  a prescription,  a cheap  formula,  so  that  everybody  might  get  proper  medicine 
from  the  druggists,  without  having  recourse  to  the  charities  of  the  town  or  to  any  other 
source  ? — I remember  your  {Mr.  Neivton)  making  a request  that  I would  issue  such  a pre- 
scription and  formula  for  the  druggists. 

452.  You  refused ; you  said  that  you  would  take  no  such  responsibility  on  yourself? — I 
remember  stating  this  perfectly  well,  that  I would  not,  upon  my  own  responsibility,  issue 
any  general  prescription  to  the  town  of  ISTewcastle-iqjon-Tyne ; but  I advised  that  some 
of  the  leading  practitioners  should  meet  together  and  agree  upon  such  a formula,  to  be 
issued  to  the  public. 

453.  Do  you  know  that  Dr.  Gavin,  when  he  came  down  here,  did  what  1 recommended 
you  to  do,  but  which  you  refused  to  do  ; and  that  a formula  was  published  by  the  authority 
of  that  government  inspector,  and  given  to  the  public  ? — I understood  so  from  the  papers. 

454.  {Chairman) — Do  you  know  that  Dr.  Gavin  did  so  ? — Yes. 

455  Was  it  part  of  your  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  take  upon  yourself 
such  a responsibility  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

456.  {Mr.  Neivton.)  Was  it  part  of  Dr.  Gavm’s  duty? — It  rested  with  his  discretion; 
but  I have  repeatedly  expressed  my  wishes  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  that  the 
authority  which  I considered  should  issue  such  a general  prescription — and  that  was  the 
College  of  Physicians — should  forthwith  do  so.  And  I would  also  state  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Newton’s  question,  that  in  my  view  of  the  case  (I  am  not  a physician)  it  would  have  been  a 
sort  of  intrusion  upon  the  province  of  the  distinguished  medical  practitioners  of  this  town,  if 
I had  stepped  out  of  my  way  to  send  forth  such  a prescription  to  this  town.  I must  say  it 
seemed  to  me  to  rest  rather  with  the  distinguished  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  town, 
than  with  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health,  whose  motives  and  position  afterwards  might 
have  been  called  in  question.  Moreover,  when  that  matter  of  issuing  a prescription 
publicly  was  first  mentioned,  I stated  that  one  had  already  been  issued  and  printed  by  the 
General  Board  of  Health  ; and  to  show  that  I was  not  backward  in  beginning  to  afford 
relief  where  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  desirable,  I called  on  the  day  of  my  arrival  and  saw 
the  then  mayor  of  Newcastle,  Mr.  Lambert,  and  brought  before  his  notice  the  prescription 
for  treating  cholera  on  board  ship,  and  the  directions  to  seamen  ; with  an  express  request 
on  my  part  that  he  would  take  some  measures  to  have  proper  handbiUs  printed  and 
circulated  among  the  shipping ; and  that  was  done  the  next  day. 

457.  {Mr.  Rayne.)  When  there  was  a difficulty  in  getting  medical  students,  would  it 
not  have  been  better  to  have  called  into  action  at  once  the  jrmior  branches  of  the  medical 
profession  in  the  place,  who  were  quahfied  ? — I endeavoured  when  I saw  the  medical 
officers  to  ascertain  when  these  students  would  be  forthcoming,  and  I was  assured  that 
they  would  be  obtained  ; that  dispatches  and  messages  had  been  sent  to  them,  and  that 
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they  would  be  immediately  forthcoming.  But  I may  state,  in  answer  to  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  addressed  you,  that  within  some  two  or  three  days  there  was  a 
carte  blanche  given  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  board  of  guardians,  to  employ  any  of  the 
practitioners  of  Newca.stle  to  assist  them  in  visiting  the  sick,  and  in  giving  them  relief. 

-t58.  (Chairman.)  AVas  it  part  of  your  duty  to  call  into  action  either  medical  students 
or  iunior  practitioners,  or  was  it  the  duty  of  the  board  of  guardians  ? — It  was  the  duty 
of  the  board  of  guardians  to  find  the  medical  assistance  which  the  Board  of  Health 
through  me  might  suggest  or  order ; but  you  will  allow  me  to  state  that,  at  that  time,  I 
had  no  legal  power,  nor  had  the  Board  of  Health  any  legal  power,  to  employ  or  order  the 
emplovment  of  a single  medical  practitioner  or  student  for  any  purpose.  The  Board  of 
Health  can  only  exercise  that  power  over  the  board  of  guardians,  after  an  order  in 
council  giving  that  power  to  the  Board  of  Health  ; and  at  the  time  when  I came  to 
Newcastle  the  order  in  council,  authorizing  the  Board  of  Health  to  act,  had  not  been  passed. 

459.  On  what  day  was  it  passed? — It  must  have  been  passed  between  the  15th  and 
20th  ; I think  about  the  15th  of  September.  Ye.s,  here  is  the  document  afterwards  issued 
by  the  Board  of  Health. 

460.  You  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  order  in  council  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Health  and  its  officers  bore  date  the  15th  day  of  September  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it 
from  that  document. 

461.  Then  perhaps  even  the  General  Board  of  Health  in  Loudon  may  not  have  received 
notice  of  it  till  the  1 6th  ? — Probably  not.  That  will  probably  appear  on  their  minutes. 

462.  And  on  the  17th  you  resigned  your  charge  here  into  the  hands  of  l)r.  Gavin? — I did. 

463.  Then  do  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  not  only  that  it  was  no  part  of  your 
duty  to  call  the  junior  medical  practitioners,  or  any  other  persons  into  action,  but  that 
if  it  had  been  part  of  your  duty,  you  had  not  the  power  even,  so  long  ;is  you  were  here,  to 
do  so  ? — I had  not. 

464.  Is  it  one  of  the  standing  instnictions  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  their 
superintending  inspectors  dispatched  to  a place  labouring  under  cholera,  to  call  together 
the  medical  officers  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  place ; or  is  their  conduct  in  this 
respect  left  to  their  own  discretion  ? — Their  conduct  in  that  respect,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  is  left  to  their  own  discretion. 

465.  (Mr.  Neirtov.)  Were  you  advised  not  to  call  the  medical  profession  together  in 
this  town  ? — No  ; but  I think  I showed  my  wish  that  the  leading  members  of  the 
profession,  and  all  who  cho.se  to  come  together,  should  take  part  in  the  measures  which 
were  then  being  ado])ted  ; becau.se  when  Sir  John  Fife  .attended  the  guardians  and  gave 
them  the  beneht  of  his  opinion,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  stand  up  and  to  say  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Board  of  Ilealth  that  I begged  to  tender  him  my  thanks  and  the  thanks 
of  the  Board  for  the  valuable  information  which  he  had  given,  and  which  I thought  it 
most  desirable  that  the  guardians  should  receive  from  such  a quarter. 

466.  (Chairman.)  Mr.  Newton  wishes  to  ask  you  whether  you  wei’e  advised  by  any 
persons,  medical  ]iractitioners  or  others,  in  this  town  not  to  call  the  medical  profession 
together  ? — Certainly  not. 

467.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  make  known  to  the  medical  profession  generally  the 
.arrangements  which  were  then  about  to  be  j)ut  in  force  in  the  town  ? — I took  no  other 
steps  beyond  suggesting  and  discussing  those  arrangements  in  the  open  meeting  of  the 
board  of  guardians,  which  wjis  attended  by  many  medical  gentlemen,  and  particularly 
by  Dr.  Robinson.  Dr.  Robinson  was  present  and  gave  his  advice  to  the  board  of 
gu.ardians,  and  must  have  been  cognizant  of  all  that  was  going  on.  It  was  my  duty  to 
communicate  sjiecially  with  the  board  of  guardians,  and  with  no  other  body  ; and  it  Avas 
their  duty  to  decide  on  tb.e  arrangements  to  be  m.ade  and  to  carry  them  out. 

468.  Was  it  then  part  of  your  duty  to  inform  the  medical  profession,  or  any  member 
of  it,  of  the  arrangements  which  the  board  of  guardians  in  their  discretion  might  think 
tit  to  determine  on  ? — It  was  no  part  of  my  official  duty,  but  it  Avas  my  Avish,  Avhich  I 
evinced  by  trying  to  see  all  the  leading  medical  men  of  the  toAvn. 

469.  (Mr.  Raijne.)  Was  it  your  duty,  as  the  servant  of  the  public  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  to  suggest  mea.sures  to  the  boai-d  of  guardians  as  preventitives  of  the 
cholera? — It  Avas  my  iluty  to  suggest  measures,  and  I did  suggest  measures. 

470.  Do  you  remember  having  a communication  with  me  (Mr.  Rayne)  on  Sund.ay,  the 
1 1th  of  September,  Avhen  1 recommended  to  you,  at  the  central  hotel,  the  immediate 
separation  of  the  sick  from  the  healthy  by  means  of  tents,  to  Avhich  you  fully  agreed  ? — Fully. 

471.  At  Avhat  time  did  you  order  or  suggest  to  the  bo.ard  of  guardi.ans  the  pro- 
vision of  those  tents  and  the  removal  of  the  liealthy  ? — I cannot  recall  the  time  Avhen 
first  the  recommendation  as  to  the  removal  of  the  healthy  into  houses  of  refuge  Avas 
made  to  the  lioard  of  guardians  ; it  is  alluded  to  in  my  report  of  the  16th  September  ; 
but  my  impression  is,  that  when  I saAv  them  on  the  Saturday  evening  preAuous,  I recom- 
mended that  they  should  provide  houses  of  refuge,  to  separate  those  avIio  Avere  Avell  from 
those  who  were  sick.  Nor  (;an  1 remember  Avhen  first  I may  h.ave  suggested  to  them  the 
providing  of  tents  ; but  I see  by  my  report  of  the  I 6th  September  that  I had  urged  that 
matter  on  the  jfiint  committee  of  the  toAvn  council  and  of  the  board  of  guardians  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th  September,  explaining  at  the  time  the  adAaantages  of  the  plan, 
and  stating  that  it  ought  to  be  tried  ; but  the.  committee  Avere  so  apprehensiA’e  of  increas- 
ing the  alarm  in  the  public  mind  that  for  the  present  they  decliiu'd  the  proposal. 
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472.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  happen  to  know  at  what  time  those  houses  of  refuge  were 
instituted  ? — My  conviction  is  that  I recommended  them  the  first  evening,  as  I told  you. 
There  was,  however,  great  difficulty  in  finding  any  rooms  or  buildings  whatever  for  the 
purpose.  They  told  me  they  could  not  be  got.  I urged  it  again  and  again  upon  the 
guardians,  but  several  days  intervened  before  premises  could  be  got ; and  then,  as  I see 
by  my  report  of  the  16th,  some  large  warehouses,  belonging  to  the  corporation  or  some 
public  body,  were  obtained  about  the  middle  or  close  of  the  week. 

473.  Do  you  believe  that  the  board  of  guardians,  after  getting  your  recommendation  to 
that  effect,  proceeded  with  reasonable  diligence  in  looking  about  for  such  houses  of  refuge  ? — 
I believe  they  did,  from  the  general  willingness  I found  in  the  board  of  guardians  to  carry 
into  full  effect  every  recommendation  which  I had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  them. 

474.  Had  you,  at  that  time,  any  power  to  compel  ? — No. 

{Mr.  Rayne.) — How  many  people  may  have  died  in  this  town  before  you  got  that 
power? — I cannot  tell.  The  order  in  council  is  dated  on  the  15th  of  September. 

475  {Chairman.) — Did  any  member  of  the  medical  profession  suggest  to  you  that  you 
should  call  together  the  medical  profession  as  a body  ? — I do  not  recollect  that  any  such 
suggestion  was  made.  I do  not  say  it  was  not  made.  It  might  have  been,  made,  but  I do 
not  recollect  it. 

476.  Can  you  remember  whether  Dr.  Robinson  did  or  not  make  to  you  such  a sugges- 
tion ? — I have  no  recollection  of  Dr.  Robinson  making  me  any  such  suggestion. 

477.  Do  you  consider  that  the  removal  of  the  sick  into  hospitals  would  have  improved 
their  chances  of  recovery  ? — My  knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  cholera  is  this — that  it  is 
much  safer  and  better  to  take  away  to  houses  of  refuge  those  who  are  healthy,  than  to 
take  the  sick  to  hospitals.  There  is  great  danger  in  transporting  persons  in  a state  of  collapse 
to  a hospital,  and  the  Board  of  Health  have  always  advocated  the  treatment  of  sick  persons 
in  their  own  houses,  if  possible,  because  of  the  danger  of  transporting  them  in  a state  of 
collapse.  I have  known  several  persons  die  upon  the  passage  from  their  house  to  the  hospital. 

478.  {Mr.  Netvton.) — Do  you  remember  your  saying  in  the  board-room,  “ Science, 
gentlemen,  knows  no  cure  for  collapsed  cholera  V’  Do  you  think  that  the  utterance  of 
those  expressions,  at  a time  when  the  public  mind  was  peculiarly  susceptible  and  was 
looking  to  you  as  an  authority,  was  calculated  to  depress  or  encourage  the  community  ; 
in  fact,  calculated  to  predispose  to  cholera  or  not  ? — My  remark  was  made  in  connection 
with  the  general  mode  of  giving  relief  to  a population  attacked  by  cholera,  and  with  a 
view  to  encourage  the  carrying  prompt  and  early  medical  treatment  into  every  poor  man’s 
house  in  this  town  ; and  I did  say  that,  as  fir  as  my  opinion  went,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  knowledge  of  cholera  in  Europe,  science  could  do  little  or  nothing  in  an  advanced 
or  collapsed  state  of  cholera.  That  is  my  opinion  still. 

479.  “Science  knows  no  remedy ” — do  you  recollect  those  words? — Yes;  and  I have 
yet  to  learn  what  that  remedy  is,  if  there  is  one. 

480.  {Mr.  Simon.) — If  I understand  you  rightly,  you  said  this  chiefly  with  reference  to 
the  context,  namely,  that  it  was  desirable,  at  the  earliest  moment  possible,  to  treat 
premonitory  diarrhoea  ? — Yes  ; I believe  I used  the  words,  that  premonitory  diarrhoea  was 
as  manageable  as  a collapsed  state  was  unmanageable  ; and  my  experience  of  the  manage- 
ment of  this  disease  in  London  has  been  this,  that  the  carrying  to  the  poor  man’s  house 
daily  medical  assistance  is,  of  all  others,  the  best  means  of  allaying  alarm,  inspiring  confi- 
dence, and  preventing  that  fear  which  predisposes  to  cholera. 

481 . {Chairman) — Your  opinion  is  requested  as  to  whether  it  would  have  been  judicious 
for  the  board  of  guardians  to  call  together  the  medical  profession  ? — I did  not  conceive,  at 
that  time,  it  was  necessary  to  have  called  the  whole  profession  together. 

482.  Do  you  think  that  the  board  of  guardians  exhibited  any  negligence  or  want  of 
zeal  in  carrying  out  the  arrangements  which  you  had  suggested  for  the  arrest  of  the 
epidemic  ? — They  adopted  every  recommendation  which  I made  but  one  ; which,  I think, 
on  all  accounts  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  I recommended  that  they  should  immediately 
appoint  some  medical  gentleman  of  this  town,  in  whom  the  town  had  confidence,  actively 
to  superintend  the  details  of  the  medical  assistance  which  was  being  rendered  by  the 
medical  visitors  and  students  employed.  That  recommendation  the  guardians  did  not 
think  proper  to  adopt ; but,  with  that  one  exception,  unless  the  matter  of  the  tents  be 
a second,  they  adopted  every  recommendation  which  I made. 

483.  With  regard  to  the  recommendations  which  they  did  adopt,  do  you  think  that 
they  used  due  diligence  in  carrying  them  into  execution  ? — I should  think  that  it  might 
have  been  possible  to  have  got  houses  of  refuge  sooner ; but  in  justice  to  the  board  of 
guardians  I will  say,  that  I know  in  many  of  the  parishes  in  London  that  weeks  some- 
times elapsed  before  houses  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose  ; no  persons  would  let  their 
houses  for  the  purpose  ; and  I know,  in  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  for  two  or  three  weeks 
no  house  could  be  got. 

484.  Did  you  ever  suggest  to  the  board  of  guardians  that,  in  consideration  of  the  sick 
being  occasionally  neglected  by  the  healthy,  it  might  therefore  be  desirable  to  provide 
hospitals  ? — I might,  perhaps,  have  done  so  ; I think  not ; but  I cannot  now  charge  my 
memory  on  all  the  individual  points  ; there  were  some  minutes  probably  taken  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  upon  all  these  subjects,  Avhich  might  show. 

(The  vjitness  afterwards  handled  in  a copy  of  the  “ Nevjcastle  Journal”  of  the  I7th 
September,  contaAidng  the  folloiving  Report  or  Abstract  of  Proceedings,  from  the 
Ofh,  to  the  \^th  September  inclusive.) 
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“ Progress  of  Cholera  in  Newcastle. 

“ Epidemic  cliolera,  the  outbreak  of  which  we  mentioned  in  our  last,  has  since  continued 
to  spread  in  New«istle-upon-Tyne,  till  nearly  every  part  of  the  town  has  more  or  less 
been  embraced  within  its  pestilent  folds.  Though  a number  of  the  higher  class  of 
working  people,  and  many  even  of  the  middle  classes,  have  been  struck  down,  the  disease, 
as  on  former  occasions,  1ms  foi-  the  most  part  been  conlined  to  the  more  densely  populated 
pai’t  of  the  town,  especially  those  jiarts  where  accumulations  of  tilth,  close,  dirty,  crowded, 
and  ill-ventilated  apartments,  foul  miasmata,  and  puddly  waters  (in  which  last-named 
misfortune  all  were  more  or  less  jiarticipators,)  seemed  even  to  invite  rather  than  to  repel 
the  ravages  of  the  fle.stroyer.  The  people  unhappily  perish  for  the  guilty  negligence  of 
their  magistrates.  All  must  sympathize  witli  those  families  which  find  themselves,  by  no 
fault  or  will  of  their  own,  settled  upon  spots  mapped  out  as  the  habitat  of  typhus,  and  the 
constant  walk  of  the  blue  death  whenever  he  alights  upon  our  land.  Still  even  with 
them,  as  well  as  with  people  in  more  favourable  circumstances,  much  more  might  have 
been  done  to  ward  off  the  disease  ; for  the  cholera,  when  seizing  on  a victim,  almost  always 
does  so  by  a grasp  which  may  Vie  shaken  otf  at  first,  though  neither  strength  nor  skill 
avail  to  atone  for  a few  hours’  inattention  to  the  insidious  attack,  and  in  too  many  instances, 
arises  from  the  person's  own  culpable  neglect  or  from  the  scarcely  less  culpable  neglect  of 
the  authorities  to  interpose  with  a promptitude,  and  to  infonn  them  what  to  do  when 
attacked,  and  aifl  them  in  the  duty ; many  a life  has  been  lost  that  might  have  been  saved. 
( )ur  notice  of  the  progress  of  this  virulent  epidemic  v as  brought  up  to  the  evening  (of  the  9th 
September)  preceding  our  jmblication,  when  the  Vioard  of  guardians,  by  taking  up  the  subject, 
directed  public  attention  to  the  existence  of  the  disease,  which  had  been  known,  during  the 
previous  six  days,  to  have  entered  and  to  be  making  head  in  the  town,  despite  the  most 
as.siduous  efforts  of  the  private  medical  ])ractitioners  in  every  part  of  the  town.  On  Friday 
evening  little  was  done  beyond  receiving  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers,  authorizing  the 
medical  staff  to  attend  to  all  Cfises  which  might  apply  to  them  without  the  licence  of  the 
relieving  officers,  and  foi  ining  the  entire  board  into  a committee  to  meet  every  evening  to 
receive  reports  and  take  such  measures  as  might  appear  necessary  to  meet  the  emergency. 
While,  therefore,  medical  men  in  every  part  of  the  town  were  vigorously  engaged  in 
dealing  with  the  ejiidemic  in  their  own  respective  circles  of  patients,  attention  has  more 
particularly  been  directed  to  the  .subject  in  connection  with  the  guardians,  and  the  medical 
aid  enlisted  by  them  to  deal  with  the  mahuly  amongst  the  general  masses  and  poorer 
portion  of  the  population.  Con.sideraVile,  however,  as  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers 
of  the  Poor  Law  Union  show  the  extent  of  the  disea.se  to  have  been  in  the  first  week  or 
ten  days  of  its  progress,  to  the  numbers  rejiorted  l>y  them  must  be  added  the  numbers  of 
cases  and  deaths  which  did  not  come  within  the  sjihere  of  the  operations  of  the 
guardians.  To  advert  mon!  jiarticularly  to  the  guardians  at  present,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  rejiorts  of  their  medical  officers  at  the  board  meeting  on  Saturday  evening  left  no 
douVit  of  the  .s] tread  of  the  di.sease  ; and  the  necessity  of  extending  the  amount  and 
efficiency  of  their  means  of  prevention  and  cure.  The  agency  of  the  Buai'd  of  Uealth 
was  now  also  brought  dilatorily  into  play,  and  to  the  appearance  of  one  of  its  medical 
officers,  as  one  who  might  be  expectetl  to  speak  with  .some  degree  of  weight,  as  well  as 
from  the  importance  of  his  remarks,  we  devote  considerable  space. 

“ Mr.  ({  rainger,  a medical  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health,  who  luus  become  intimately 
acquainted  with  theejiidemic  in  all  its  plauses,  from  having  lieen  sent  by  the  Clovernment  to 
investigate  the  disea.se  on  the  continent  prior  to  its  extending  to  this  country  in  18  9, 
and  having  .sub.se<|uently  taken  a leading  part  in  dealing  with  it  when  it  had  reached  the 
metropolis,  attended  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  guardians  on  Saturday  the  10th  September^ 
evening  and  gave  the  board  the  benefit  of  his  experieiice  and  .suggestions.  In  the  outset  he 
oVjserved  that  he  should  state  to  the  board  that  it  mighl  well  be  exjiected  that  the  occurrence 
of  cholera  in  this  part  of  England  had  excited  the  attention  of  the  Ueneral  Board  of  Plealth, 
as  it  had  always  jiroved  in  former  ejiidemics  that  this  part  of  the  country  had  first 
.suffered.  Previous  indications  which  have  been  before  the  jmblic  must  have  shown  (and 
it  had  doubtle.ss  attracted  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  present)  that  there  had  been  for 
some  time  a threatening  state  of  things  in  the  northern  part  of  (Jermany,  whence  the 
existence  of  cholera  in  former  years  had  usually  extended  to  this  country,  and  therefore 
the  jire.sent  state  of  things  in  this  country  could  not  but  be  considered  of  a serious 
character.  He  trustetl,  however,  that  his  vi.sit  to  this  important  town  would  not  be  one 
to  inspire  alarm,  V)ecau.se,  on  the  contrary,  his  object  wa.s,  by  suggesting  the  adojition  of 
suitable  meiusures,  to  assi,st  in  removing  alarm  and  inspiring  confidence  in  the  means  and 
powers  of  medical  .science  to  deal  with  the  epidemic,  and  remove  the  false  impression  with 
respect  to  the  actual  character  of  cholera  that  it  was  a most  sudden  and  uncontrollable 
disease.  He  believed  he  might  state  that  this  di.sease  was  not  of  that  sudden  and 
destructive  clumuPer  which  it  was  often  .suppo.sed  to  be,  and  which  was  doubtless  one  of 
the  most  alarming  circum.stances  in  the  public  mind  in  connection  with  the  epidemic. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  known  to  the  whole  medical  men  of  Euio])e,  as  of  this  country, 
that  this  epidemic  disease  was  almost  invarialdy  preceded  by  a jieriod  of  attack  called 
epidemic  fliarrluna,  in  which  it  was  extremely  manageable,  and  he  thought  there  was  no 
circumstance  would  more  tend  to  allay  pviblic  alarm,  if  it  could  be  well  known,  than  that 
the  cholera  was  a disease  which  in  itself  jiresented  a time — a stage  extremely  curable,  and 
was  not  that  sudden  destructive,  and  incurable  disease  which  it  was  supposed  to  be.  lie 
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would  not  at  all  go  into  any  detail  in  proof  of  this  fact  further  than  to  mention  that, 
having  had  dux’ing  the  epidemic  of  1849  the  superintendence  under  the  Board  of  Health 
of  the  measures  adopted  for  public  security  in  the  metropolis,  he  found  that,  of  the  cases 
brought  under  early  treatment, — which  was  the  great  thing  to  be  kept  in  view — not 
more  than  one  case  in  live  hundred  afterwards  passed  into  the  alai'ming  and  destruc- 
tive form  of  the  disease  called  collapse.  He  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  circumstance 
more  encomaging  for  those  brought  personally  into  such  difficult  circumstances  at  this 
moment  than  to  know  the  fact,  that  out  of  those  treated  early,  not  more  than  one  in  live  hun- 
dred passed  into  cholera.  The  experience  obtained  in  Scotland  was  equally  satisfactory,  and  he 
would  merely  mention  that  in  the  large  city  of  Glasgow,  out  of  nearly  1 4,000  cases  of  cholera, 
many  of  the  attacks  of  which  were  on  the  very  verge  of  collapse,  rather  less  than  thirt};', 
after  treatment,  passed  on  to  the  collapse.  He  might  say,  therefore,  that  it  was  perfectly 
obvious — and  the  experience  of  this  country  was  confirmed  by  that  of  Europe — that,  by 
prompt  and  early  treatment,  the  disease  cordd  usually  be  combated.  Then  he  thought 
they  would  find  from  this  that  in  lact  the  great  object  of  any  public  body  charged  with 
the  responsible  duties  such  as  rested  upon  the  gentlemen  here  present  should  be  to  discover 
and  treat  in  the  earliest  possible  form  the  cases  of  diarrhoea.  He  had  ascertained  from  some 
of  the  gentlemen  present,  and  also  from  other  practitioners  in  all  ranks  of  life  connected 
with  various  parts  of  the  profession,  that  there  was  no  doubt  a large  amount  of  diarrhoea 
prevailing  in  this  town,  which  was  always  the  case  where  there  was  anything  like  cholera, 
and  the  great  object  was  to  seek  out  these  cases  and  give  prompt  and  efficient  treatment. 
There  was  another  subject  of  great  importance — that  was,  that  the  poor,  not  knowing  the 
great  importance  of  diarrhoea,  very  frequently  neglected  it,  and  he  had  been  told  only  to- 
da}^  by  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  town  that  he  had  had  the  case  of  a man  who  had 
diai-rhoea  for  two  days,  and  when  advised  to  have  medical  advice,  would  not  attend  to  it, 
and  on  the  third  day  his  case  passed  into  one  of  collapse,  and  yesterday  he  died.  The 
poor  particularly  were  liable  to  neglect  the  warning  to  attend  promptly,  and  at  once,  to 
the  first  manifestations  of  diarrhoea,  not  being  aware  of  its  importance.  And  another 
circumstance  in  connection  with  this  diarrhoea  had  been  most  properly  noticed  by  one  of 
the  public  journals,  viz.  that  cholera  was  frequently  introduced  by  a painless  diarrhoea, 
and  by  that  means  persons  were  lulled  into  security,  and,  not  knowing  the  great  import- 
ance of  dealing  with  this  state  of  the  disease,  never  complained  till,  as  it  often  proved  to 
be,  too  late.  Well,  then,  general  experience  hitherto,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  attain- 
it  by  communication  with  his  professional  brethren  both  here  and  on  the  continent,  Avas, 
that  if  the  poor  were  to  be  beneficially  assisted,  the  cases  of  diarrhoea  must  be  sought  out. 
It  Avas  necessary  that  medical  men  should  go  into  the  districts  afflicted  Avith  diarrhoea, 
and  carry  medicines  upon  their  persons  and  dispense  it  upon  the  spot.  And  he  saAv, 
from  the  public  prints,  that  at  the  preAdous  meeting  of  the  board,  suggestions  had  been 
made  by  one  experienced  medical  officer,  Mr.  Newton,  A^hich  he  thought  in  all  respects 
were  excellent,  and  it  Avould  tend  greatly  to  the  public  benefit  that  they  should  be  carried 
out  as  far  as  practicable.  He  had  had  no  communication  Avuth  Mr.  Newton  upon  this 
subject;  and  as  this  appeared  to  be  the  first  developed  attack  of  cholera  in  this  coimtiy 
it  was  really  a point  of  great  importance  what  measures  this  board  adopted,  and  he 
should  take  the  liberty  of  making  some  suggestions  resulting  fi-om  his  inquiries  into  the 
nature  and  mode  of  treating  the  disease  on  the  continent,  and  his  experience  during  the 
visit  of  the  epidemic  in  1849.  Now  AA’as  the  time  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  nip 
this  disease  in  the  bud,  to  prevent  it  spreading,  to  prevent  alarm  by  shoAving  the  public 
it  could  be  cured,  to  disarm  public  alarm,  and  take  aAvay  the  idea  that  this  disease  was 
overwhelmino;  and  struck  down  AvhomsoeA-er  it  attacked,  and  that  there  Avas  nothino- 
could  be  done,  tliat  people  Avere  attacked  at  night  and  dead  in  the  morning,  Avhereas, 
generally,  cholera  Avas  preceded  by  tAventy-four  or  forty-eight  hours  of  diarrhoea  ; therefore 
the  great  object  Avas  to  nip  it  in  the  bud,  and  it  was  highly  to  their  credit  that,  in  1849,  the 
system  of  house  to  house  visitation  AA^as  adopted,  and  certainly  with  such  success  that  the 
disease  was  speedily  eradicated  in  this  town.  But  he  should  fiiil  in  performing  his  duty 
to  this  board  and  to  the  public  if  he  did  not  state,  without  Avishing  in  the  least  to  inspire 
alarm,  but  only  to  excite  Augilance  and  care — that  in  the  parts  of  Germany  Avhich  it  had 
visited  this  year  it  had  been  unusually  severe.  In  Germany  and  Poland,  in  fact,  it  had 
been  more  severe  on  this  occasion  than  during  its  previous  visits  ; there  were  more  attacks 
and  they  were  more  fatal  ; and  therefore,  he  repeated,  without  Avishing  to  excite  any 
alarm,  he  Avas  anxious  that  at  all  events  the  amount  of  the  evil  should  lie  appreciated  by 
the  fact  that  the  present  Avas  the  most  severe  Ausitation  that  had  ever  occurred  in  Europe. 
They  had  already  had  submitted  to  them,  and  had  adopted,  what  he  conceived  to  be  excellent 
measures — in  lact,  he  had  nothing  more  to  say  than  to  recommend  them  to  carry  them 
out — carefully  and  early  searching  out  all  cases,  by  sending  medical  men  into  the  houses 
and  dAvellings  of  the  poor,  to  advise  the  poor,  to  prevent  alarm  amongst  the  poor,  and 
point  out  the  great  imjAortance  of  attending  to  the  first  stages  of  diarrhoea.  And  he  did 
not  speak  Avithout  experience  on  this  point,  because  in  1849  in  London,  when  the 
preveutitive  system  Avas  originated  and  brought  into  operation  in  the  middle  of  the  great 
epidemic  of  that  year,  on  the  medical  men  going  to  the  poor  they  Avere  recei\"ed  with  great 
thankfulness  and  they  Avere  glad  to  attend  to  their  suggestions  ; and  the  poor  people  said, 
“ Oil,  if  you  had  come  earlier,  my  father,  or  husband,  or  AAufe  Avould  haAm  been  ali\"e,  for 
“ they  were  attacked  Avith  this  complaint,  and  did  not  know  the  importance  of  attending 
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‘‘to  it  at  once.”  There  was  confidence  engendered  by  this  visitation,  w'liich  at  once  dis- 
armed the  epidemic  of  its  terrors.  Again,  it  was  very  important  they  should  know 
precisely  every  night  what  was  the  precise  ci)urs<-  of  the  < tise:ise,  and  have  the  means  of 
knowing  what  attacks  occuned  every  day  througli  the  registrar  of  deaths,  the  medical 
officers,  or  other  officers — to  know  precisely  where  they  had  occurred,  because  where 
cholera  occurred  probably  there  was  a considerable  amount  of  diarrhoea.  They  would  thus 
know  exactly  from  day  to  day  the  ])rogi’ess  of  the  disease,  for  it  would  change  its  course, 
attacking  one  ])oint  and  then  another,  and  this  would  enable  them  to  know  Avhere  to 
plant  tlieir  officers  and  direct  their  strength.  He  would  state  further  that  it  was  of  great 
im])ortance  that  there  should  be  the  most  peifect  confidence  between  the  medical  officers 
and  this  board  ; that  each  medical  officer  should  be  responsible  for  the  proper  attendance 
of  his  district,  and  receive  such  medical  aasistance  as  would  enable  him  to  doit  efficiently, 
such  assistance  to  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the  recognised  medical  officers;  that 
every  evening  they  should  have  an  e.xact  statement  of  all  that  had  been  going  on  during 
the  day,  and  it  was  particularly  and  extremely  important  to  Avatcli  the  first  stages  of 
epidemic  diarrlaea,  before  it  had  become  cholera.  That  was  in  fact  carrying  out  their 
own  system,  becau.se  prevention  was  the  great  object  of  this  board,  and  liberality  in 
carrying  out  this  object  would  be  the  most  economical  also.  Where  they  noAv  expended 
pounds,  it  would  save  tens  of  ])Ounds ; nothing  was  .so  expensive  as  to  neglect  a severe 
epidemic,  becau.se  every'  head  of  a poor  family  cut  off  left  a ])ermanent  charge  upon  the 
parish.  And  this  decisive  and  jtrompt  action  was  the  more  important  inasmuch  as  the 
eyes  of  England  would  soon  be  fixed  upon  this  town,  and  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
setting  an  e.xample  of  what  could  be  done  by  this  plan,  and  the  towns  of  this  country 
must  be  beneficially  influenced  by  seeing  that  this  disease  could  be  controlled  by  j)rompt 
and  efficient  treatment.  Now,  they  must  Avell  Aveigh  Avhat  Avas  the  great  object  of  this 
preventive  treatment.  It  was  to  discover  and  aiTest  cases  of  diaiTlaea,  and  Avith  this 
•view  it  Avas  highly  important  that  the  labouring  poor  should  be  seen  after  they  came 
home  at  night,  and  before  they  went  out  in  the  morning,  in  oi'der  that  if  dian  hcea  should 
have  occurred  either  before  they  came  in  from  work,  or  during  the  night,  it  might 
be  stopped  before  they  got  tt)  bed  or  before  tliey  Avent  (.mt  to  Avork  again,  l)ecause  these 
hours  Avere  tlie  grains  of  life,  and  if  they  alloAA’ed  it  to  go  on  for  six  or  ten  hours  the  time 
for  cure  was  pa.st.  And  if,  ovei- and  above  the  me<lical  officers  Avhom  they  employed, — 
whether  the  gentlemen  in  practice  or  the  gentlemen  Avhoni  they  might  call  uj»on  for 
assistance, — there  became  the  least  difficulty  in  finding  e.xtra  a.ssistance,  rather  than  alloAv 
the  poor  to  l)e’  neglected  in  the  diarrho-a  .stages,  they  Avmdd  be  perfectly  justitied  in 
employing  senior  students, — because  the  tieatment  nf  this  diarrh(.ea  Avas  not  veiy 
difficult, — and  with  a metlical  .school  in  this  town  they  might  obtain  adA'anced  students, 
Avho  Avould  be  ])crfectly  competent  to  treat  it.  What  .amount  of  extra  assistance  Avould 
be  recpiired  they  Avould  learn  from  their  imslical  men.  Though  a medical  man  himself, 
he  might  be  excused  for  saying  that  he  kneAv  no  men  in  this  country  avIio  devoted 
themselv'es  more  zealously  to  assist  and  relieve  the  poor  during  the  course  nf  such  an 
epidemic  than  the  members  of  his  oavu  profession:  .and  he  knew  some  of  them  in  this 
room  Avlu)  had  not  been  in  bed  for  two  Avhole  nights.  'I'lien  the  guardians  might  be  sure 
they  Avould  exert  theiu.seh’es  to  the  utmost  to  giA'e  advice  .as  to  Avliat  Avas  right  and 
proper,  and  as  to  Avhat  a.ssistance  should  be  granted  to  them,  and  it  Avas  es.senti.al  to  the 
public  safety  that  it  should  be  rendei’cil.  He  Avould  not  touch  u[»on  the  (piestion  of 
liberal  remunei'ation,  because  he  Avas  (piite  sure  he  .spoke  in  the  pi’e.sence  of  gentlemen 
who  knew  tlui  Audue  of  such  service,  ami  it  AV'as  highly  important  for  the  ])ublic  Avelfarc 
there  should  be  jierfect  harimmy  and  contideiua'  bi‘tAvcen  the  hoard  and  theii-  medical 
officer.  He  would  obseiwe  a l.so  that  it  Avas  of  great  importance  th.at  they  should  attend 
the  ])Oor  at  their  oavu  houses,  and  not  ha\'e  cholera  hospitals,  because  very  often  the 
removal  Avould  give  a fatal  tendency  to  the  di.sease.  'Then  the  sanitary  measures  which 
must  be  considered  by  either  this  hoard  or  the  toAvn  council  became  of  dovd)le  im])ortance. 
Now  it  .seemed  that  just  at  this  time  their  poAvers  in  this  respect  Avould  .soon  be  handed 
over  to  the  town  council  ; but  he  understood  they  still  remaine<l  in  their  hands,  and  there 
must  be  no  discussion  as  to  avIio  Avas  to  do  it.  One  or  the  other,  or  both,  must  set  to 
work  to  carry  out  the  sanitary  ])art  of  the  business.  There  were,  hoAvever,  great 
difficulties  in  this  town,  which  coiild  be  relicA'ed  by  no  measures  this  board  could  adopt, 
and  amongst  others  there  Avere  fcAv  ])rivate  Avatei'-clo.sets  .amongst  the  j)oor,  and  the 
cons(!(pience  Avas,  the  excreta  of  a huge  jiopulation  Avere  kept  in  pails  or  kits,  as  they  Avere 
called,  and  turned  into  the  street  as  he  Avas  iid'oiaued.  It  Avas  most  important  that  this 
should  !is  speedily  and  regularly  as  possible  be  removed  : that  mu.st  be  obvious  ; and  the 
scavenging  must  be  most  particularly  aTid  carefnllx'  attended  to.  Hut  there  was  another 
subject  bearing  upon  the  welfare  o1‘  the  lalHmring  clas.ses,  and  that  was  the  (ivercroAvding 
in  the  flwellings  of  the  poor.  Noav,  he  did  not  know  any  measure  of  greater  iin])ortauce 
towards  removing  the  pre-di.sposing  causes  of  disease  than  the  jirevention  of  oA'ercroAV'ding. 
It  Avsrs  one  of  the  mo.st  difficult  ))oints  in  a toAvn  like  this,  luit  it.  was  after  all  the  most 
important  of  all  Avith  reference  to  tla-  h(!alth  of  the  j)opidation,  tlial.  of  (WercroAvdiug: 
That  was  one  of  the  most  vital  things  as  to  the  pre-disj losing  causes  of  cholera.  It 
happtiiiecl,  very  forcibly  tfi  sIioav  the.  truth  of  these  thing.s,  tliat  he  h.-id  taken  a.  fcAV  notes 
from  Mr.  NeAvton  a, ml  other  ]ieo]ile,  .and  he  mentioned  a.  house  in  whieli  he  had  counted 
twenty  people  in  one  .small  room  denselv  oA'eiciowded,  and  here  eainc  another  medic.al 
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officer  tliis  evening,  and  stated  there  had  been  t-wo  cases  of  cholera  in  that  place  since 
this  morning.  Thereiore  it  became  a most  important  consideration  what  was  to  be  done. 
There  was  an  Act  of  the  legislature  to  regulate  this  subject.  He  felt  as  deeply  as  any 
one  the  sacred  character  of  an  Englishman’s  house,  and  this  was  a regulation  which  did, 
to  some  extent,  trench  upon  the  principle,  but  it  had  been  brouglit  forward  for  the  public 
good,  and  whei-ever  brought  into  operation  it  had  produced  nothing  but  good.  It  was 
most  remarkable  the  diminution  of  disease  and  fever, — and  they  would  afterwards  find 
of  cholera, — which  had  ensued  in  all  lodging-houses  brought  under  tlie  operation  of  this 
Act.  The  powers  of  this  Act  did  not  belong  to  this  board,  and  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
town  council,  but  there  might  be  members  of  the  council,  who  were  also  members  of  this 
board,  present. 

“ Mr.  Ridley.  Several. 

“Mr.  Grainger.  And  he  really  did  not  consider  any  point  of  more  importance  at  the  pre- 
sent time  than  a careful  supervision  of  the  lodging-houses  in  this  borough,  with  a view  to 
the  prevention  of  that  evil — overcrowding.  There  was  another  point  he  believed  would  be 
most  beneficial,  and  that  was  the  free  use  of  lime-washing  of  houses  and  courts,  which  had  been 
adopted  in  many  towns,  and  might  be  done  at  a moderate  rate  by  a few  men  going  about 
from  house  to  house — it  had  been  done  in  Edinburgh  for  ninepence  a house,  and  at  the 
present  time  that  obviously  would  be  a thing  of  great  importance.  The  only  method  of 
dealing  with  cholera  was  the  seeking  out  from  house  to  house  of  the  diarrhoeal  cases,  for 
he  must  say  in  conclusion, — however  great  and  efficacious  the  discoveries  and  applications 
of  medical  science — for  that  form  of  cholera  called  collapse  medical  science  knew  no  remedy. 

“ Mr.  Grainger  resumed  his  seat  amidst  applause,  and  the  chairman  said  he  was  sure 
the  board  would  join  with  him  in  thanking  him  for  attending  here  to-night,  and  for  the 
information  he  had  given  to  them — (applause) — and  he  hoped  they  would  be  able  by  his 
advice  to  stem  the  progTess  of  this  malignant  disease. 

“ Mr.  Newton  said  the  Lodging-houses  Act  had  not  been  put  in  force  ; but  their  vice- 
chairman  (Mr.  Ridley),  who  was  also  chairman  of  the  watch  committee,  might  move  the 
suspension  of  the  standing  orders  at  the  council  meeting  on  Wednesday  (the  14th 
September),  and  have  the  Act  put  into  operation.  Mr.  Grainger’s  observations  about  the 
overcrowding  of  houses  could  not  be  too  strong  ; it  was  really  as  bad  as  the  middle  passage. 

“ Mr.  Ridley  said  it  was  his  intention  to  move  the  suspension  of  the  standing  orders, 
wdth  a view  to  ha\dng  the  Act  brought  into  operation  at  once. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  a parochial  officer  in  the  east  district,  gave  some  examples  of  the  over- 
crowding in  Sandgate.  In  one  room  12  feet  square,  as  many  as  25  were  huddled  together 
lying  among  shavings.  In  the  room  a case  of  cholera  had  occurred,  and  in  other  rooms 
several  cases  of  diarrhoea,  and  the  parties  were  dead  and  buried. 

“ Mr.  Hunter.  How  many  houses  are  there  of  this  kind  ? 

“ Mr.  Jenkins.  If  you  wiU  go  down  with  me  to  Sandgate  about  eleven  or  twelve  to- 
night, you  will  find  all  the  lodging-houses  full.  They  come  in  from  Walker,  400  of  them, 
drunk,  and  mix  up  with  those  sick  and  bad. 

“ On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hamond,  it  was  resolved  that  a few  of  these  cases  be 
collected  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ridley  for  the  use  of  the  meeting  of  the  council. 
On  the  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  resolved  to  adopt 
the  system  of  house-to-house  visitation,  and  the  medical  men  were  requested  to  hand 
in  a statement  of  what  assistance  would  be  required  in  order  to  enable  them  to  do  it. 
Eventually  an  assistant  was  appointed  to  each  of  the  five  medical  officers,  and  it  was 
arranged  that  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  further  the  aid  of  sixteen  medical  students. 

“ Mr.  Winship  suggested  the  use  of  handbills  to  acquaint  the  people  with  the  course 
that  they  should  adopt  at  this  crisis. 

“ Mr.  Grainger  said  that  handbills  had  been  tried  in  many  towns,  but  had  been  found 
insufficient ; besides  that  they  had  a tendenc}''  to  alarm  the  people.  There  was  an  apathy, 
which  was  a most  important  fact  in  connection  with  this  disease,  and  seemed  almost  to  be 
a ]mrt  of  it,  so  that  however  people  might  be  warned  they  would  neglect  the  diarrhoea. 
In  Posen,  the  police  were  employed  day  by  day  to  go  round  and  urge  the  people  to  go  for 
medicines ; but  they  still  neglected,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary,  if  they  wished  to 
arrest  the  disease,  that  the  visitations  should  be  carried  on  by  medical  men  who  would 
have  medicine  in  their  pocket,  and  he  narrated  some  instances  of  the  success  which  in  other 
places  had  followed  such  a mode  of  treatment.  The  guardians  separated  about  ten  o’clock. 

“ The  epidemic  continued  to  prevail  during  Sunday  and  Monday  (the  11th  and  12th 
September) ; on  the  evening  of  which  latter  day  the  board  of  guardians  again  met,  when 
Mr.  Ingledew  occupied  the  chair,  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  clerk  (Mr.  G.  Forster),  who  had 
been  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  Mr.  Ridley  officiated.  From  the  statement  of  the  medical 
officers,  the  disease  appeared  to  have  increased  since  Saturday  night,  and  to  be  still  on 
the  increase,  and  lists  were  handed  in  showing  the  number  of  cases  and  the  deaths  from 
the  commencement  up  to  that  time : — from 

St  Nicholas  District 

Cases  - - - - 31  I Deaths  - - - - 18 


All  Saints’  District 

Cases  - - - - 51  I Deaths  - - ^ - 31 

St  Andrew’s  District 

Cases  - - - - 13  J Deaths  - - - 2 
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Byker  District. 

Cases  - - - - 24!  I Deaths  - - - 6 

Westgate  DistHct. 

Cases  - - - - 26  I Deaths  - - - 26 

showing  a total  of  155  cases,  and  70  deaths;  with  respect  to  diarrhoea  the  cases  were 
described  as  being  .so  numerous  that  an  account  of  them  could  not  be  kept ; and  it  appeared 
that  the  medical  officers  had  been  out  constantly,  engaged  almost  night  and  day,  and  that 
their  surgeries  had  been  crowded  for  medicines  almost  beyond  their  ability  to  supply. 

“ The  list  of  cases  having  been  read,  the  board  inquired  to  what  extent  the  amount  of 
assistance  ordered  on  Saturday  night  had  been  supplied.  It  appeared  that  some  seven 
or  eight  students  were  still  required,  and  further  steps  were  taken  to  supply  the  deficit. 
On  the  suggestion  of  constituting  Mr.  Proctor  dispensing  chemist  in  Collingwood  Street, — 

“ Mr.  Newton,  who  had  made  a list  of  valuable  suggestions  on  Friday,  proposed  the 
following,  the  board  by  their  applause  when  the  suggestion  as  to  water  was  read  mai'king 
their  emphatic  concurrence  : — 

“ ‘ 1st.  That  the  board,  or  its  medical  officers,  be  directed  to  draw  out  a notice  to  the 
public  calling  their  attention  to  the  importance  of  checking  diarrhoea,  however  slight,  and 
that  a cheap  medicine  be  recommended  to  be  prepared  by  all  druggists.  At  pre.sent  the 
public  mind  is  in  a state  of  panic,  and  the  working  classes  are  willing  to  provide  them- 
selves with  medicine,  but  they  don’t  know  to  whom  they  can  apply. 

“ ‘2d.  That  the  relieving  officer  be  pi'ovided  with  medicines  for  adults  and  children,  to 
be  given  with  a short  printed  direction  to  every  pauper ; this  measure  wiU  not  cost  2d. 
per  case  ; and  that  the  Roman  Catholic  and  other  clergymen  be  requested  to  impress  upon 
their  respective  people  the  necessity  for  a provision  against  sudden  attacks. 

“ ‘ 3d.  That  all  manufacturers  employing  large  numbers  of  workpeople  be  desired  to  see 
every  workman  in  their  employment  provided  with  a little  nredicine. 

“ ‘ 4th.  That  it  is  desirable  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  government  inspector  to  the 
state  of  the  water  at  present  used  for  dietetic  purposes  by  this  large  community,  as  calcu- 
lated of  itself  to  cause  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  and  to  aggravate,  if  not  partly  to  cause, 
the  epidemic  condition  from  which  the  town  is  suffering.  The  causes  of  cholera  must  be 
sought  for  in  the  contamination  of  some  one  of  the  great  necessaries  of  life — food,  air,  or 
water. — and  it  can  be  rationally  combated  only  by  making  all  these  three  as  pm-e  as 
possible. 

“ ‘ 5th.  Tliat  these  measures,  as  well  as  others  that  might  be  devised,  be  carried  out 
contemporaneously  with  house-to-house  visitation.’ 

“ Mr.  Grainger  intimated  that  he  considered  these  suggestions  to  be  ver}"  valuable  ; 
but  he  must  state  to  them  that  the  object  he  had  in  view  was  simply  to  suggest  the 
various  preventive  measures  he  had  found  mo.st  efficient  in  checking  cholera,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  medical  treatment  must  rest  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  board, 
but  he  would  be  mo.st  happ}'  to  meet  with  them  and  state  his  views,  and  if  these  met 
their  .sanction  he  would  be  most  happy  if  some  medical  formulae  went  forth  with  their 
sanction.  Mr.  Grainger,  on  the  question  of  the  propriet}'  of  issuing  general  directions 
as  to  where  the  poor  people  might  apply  for  advice  and  medicine,  said  that  the  epidemic 
had  reached  a .stage  when  .such  a public  intimation  would  be  calculated  to  allay  rather 
th.an  increase  alarm,  and  it  was  resolved  that  it  should  be  drawn  up  and  i.ssued.  It  was 
intimated  by  Mr.  Pearse,  on  behalf  of  the  dispensary,  that  that  establishment  would  be 
open  day  and  night  for  the  purpose  of  affording  medical  aid,  wdiich  would  be  done 
without  the  applicant  being  required  to  have  an  order.  ]\Ir.  Gibb,  the  house  suigeon 
of  the  infirmary,  also  intimated  that  infirmary  cases  would  be  admitted  at  all  times. 
Mr.  Newton  further  urged  the  importance  of  issuing  a pre.scription,  wdiich  everybody 
might  use,  and  pointed  out  that  it  would  meet  the  necessities  of  the  public  w ho,  at 
present,  were  at  a lo.ss  where  to  go  and  w hat  to  do  ; but,  excepting  what  had  been  already 
stated,  the  matter  was  w'aived  for  the  jiresent. 

“ The  Rev.  C.  Moody,  the  vicar  of  Newcastle,  wdio  was  present,  said  he  knew,  as  a 
clergyman  in  the  habit  of  mingling  among  the  poor  very  much,  that  they  were  under 
the  impre.ssion  that  they  could  get  no  medical  relief  without  an  order  from  the  relieving 
officer,  and  they  wmuld  be  under  the  same  impression  wdth  regard  to  this  cholera.  He 
would,  therefore,  suggest  that  some  notice  should  be  published  relative  to  this  point, 
giving  the  names  of  the  medical  men  to  whom  ajiplication  should  be  made,  .and  of  the 
chemists  from  which  medicines  might  be  had.  He  thought  that  would  facilitate  the 
labours  of  the  medical  men  considerably,  and  enable  them  to  concentrate  their  efforts  in 
dealing  with  the  flisease.  As  vicar  of  New'castle  .also,  he  should  be  glad  to-morrow  to 
call  upon  the  clergy  of  the  town  to  meet  him  on  the  subject,  .and  if  they  would  forward 
to  him  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the.  several  di.stricts,  with  the  n.ames  of  the  chemists’ 
shops  where  medicines  might  be  got,  they  would  ende.avour  to  make  it  as  widely  known 
.as  possible. 

“ Among  other  matters  referred  to,  w.as  the  progress  of  sanitaiy  prec.autions,  in  con- 
nection with  which  Mr.  Grainger  referred  to  a visit  he  h.ad  made  through  S.andgate  on 
the  previous  day,  and  g.ave  a melancholy  account  of  the  filth  and  defective  sanitary 
arr.angements  which  prevailed  ; he  said  he  had  found  rooms  and  houses  unlit  for  human 
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habitation,  and  which  should  be  forthwith  closed  by  the  authorities  under  the  new  Act. 
It  was  intimated  that  lime- washing  of  the  houses,  and  clearing  away  of  the  nuisances 
and  washing  of  the  lanes,  in  the  infested  districts,  especially  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town,  was  in  progress  ; and  two  additional  inspectors  > of  nuisances  were  now  appointed 
to  assist  in  attending  to  that  department  of  sanitary  jwecaution.  Mr.  Grainger  remarked, 
in  the  coui'se  of  his  oliservations,  that  every  gentleman  must  regret  that  so  many  of 
these  measures  had  not  been  adopted  till  under  the  pressure  of  epidemic. 

“ Tuesday  (the  1 -Sth  September)  brought  no  alleviation  of  tlie  disease,  and  in  the  evening 
the  reports  of  the  medical  officers  gave  8(i  new  cases  of  cholera  and  84  deaths,  besides 
innumerable  cases  of  diarrhcea,  Avhich  had  been  treated  and  thereby  impeded  in  their 
progress  to  cholera.  At  this  meeting  the  proof  of  a large  handbiU  containing  some  few 
directions  and  supplying  the  names  of  the  medical  officers  and  chemists’  shops  where  advice 
and  medicines  ndght  l)e  had  was  submitted,  but  nothing  appeared  to  be  done  with  it 
excepting  to  add  the  name  of  a chemist  or  two  to  the  list.  Mr.  Newton  wished  some 
medical  formula  to  be  issued  in  it,  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion  on  the  preceding 
evening,  adding  that  people  were  looldng  for  some  authoritative  medical  prescription  which 
they  might  depend  upon,  and  obtain  at  a cheap  rate,  say  \d.  or  2d.  anyAvhere.  He 
referred  to  a statement  already  issued  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  though  he  did  not 
agree  with  Dr.  Grainger  that  there  Avas  no  remedy  for  collapse,  their  adoption  and  issue 
of  that  statement  might  be  very  advantageous  now.  Mr.  Grainger  observed  that  though 
he  agreed  with  Mr.  NeAvton  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  prescription  referred  to,  and  thought 
its  general  adoption  might  be  advantageous,  yet  it  was  rather  a delicate  point  to  prescribe  a 
unifonn  mode  of  treatment  to  their  medical  men,  whose  mode  of  treatment  might  be  in  some 
respects  varied  according  to  a variety  of  circumstances.  At  the  same  time,  should  it  be 
resolved  to  issue  such  a }irescription,  he  should  be  happy  to  co-operate  with  them.  No 
formal  resolution  was  hoAvever  come  to,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
discussions  on  various  points,  and  in  completing  the  required  contingent  of  medical 
assistance  required  by  the  mpdical  officers. 

“ Wednesday  (the  14th  September)  apqieared  to  be  more  deadly  than  any  preceding  day, 
there  being  reported  in  the  evening  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  guardians  upwards  of  one 
liundred  new  cholera  cases,  and  nearly  fifty  deatlis.  A resolution  had  been  passed  on  Monday 
evening  that  the  registrars  should  furnish  every  night  a return  of  the  deaths  registered 
from  diarrhoea  and  cholera.  But  it  was  not  till  Wednesday  evening  that  it  was  supplied, 
bringing  the  returns  up  to  fi\"e  o’clock  the  same  evening.  The  total  reported  from 
August  31  st  to  September  14th  was  198  deaths  from  cholera,  andlG  from  diarrhoea,  making 
214  in  all.  But  as  probably  some  had  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  day,  which  would 
not  be  registered  until  the  iblloAving  or  subsequent  day,  the  above  numbers  are  no  doubt 
rather  under  than  overstated.  The  return,  of  course,  is  not  confined  to  the  cases  attended 
by  the  guardian  officers,  but  includes  the  deaths  in  the  Avhole  toAvn. 

“ Mr.  Grainger  addressed  the  board  at  some  lengfh — in  the  course  of  which  he  inti- 
mated tliat  the  epidemic  did  not  appear  to  be  on  the  decrease.  The  general  report 
of  tlie  medical  officers  showed  tliat  there  was  a vast  amount  of  bowel  complaints  existing 
among  all  ranks  of  society ; but  at  the  same  time  it  Avas  most  satisfactorily  proved 
that  the  disease  could  be  easily  controlled  in  its  first  and  milder  indications.  Notwith- 
standing the  nuniljers  that  had  alread}"  fallen  under  its  power,  and  although  it  Avas  most 
painful  to  see  so  many  cut  off  by  it,  yet  it  Avas  still  a matter  of  infinite  gratitude  to 
God,  that  in  so  large  a population  as  in  this  toAvn,  so  many  had  been  spared  in  the  A^ery 
midst  of  the  havoc  going  on  around  them.  He  must  also  further  state  that  he  thought 
that  the  measures  adopted  by  that  board  had  been  the  means  of  saving  many  lives. 
The  OA^ening  previous  he  Avent  along  AAdth  Mr.  Newton  to  the  most  infected  district  of 
the  toAvn,  and  he  there  ascertained  in  many  cases  that  where  the  disease  had  been  taken 
in  its  early  stages  it  had  passed  off.  In  eA-ery  part  of  tlie  town  indeed,  by  the  perse- 
verance and  energy  of  the  medical  officers,  many  lives  had  been  saved,  and  a great  many 
more  Avoukl  liaA^e  been  preserA^ed,  if  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  disease  at  the 
beginning.  As  to  the  medical  p)-ofession,  they  had  been  employed  early  and  late,  and,  as 
many  of  them  Avere  almost  exhausted,  it  Avas  requested  that  some  additional  assistance 
should  be  got  to  relieA’e  them  in  their  duties.  Some  conversation  ensued,  and  it 
appearing  that  all  the  medical  students  in  the  town  Avere  already  engaged,  Mr.  Grainger 
Avas  authorized  t(j  Avrite  for  four  from  Edinburgh. 

“ Dr.  Robinson  said,  that  he  coincided  A\dth  all  that  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Grainger,  and 
that  the  medical  profession  Avere  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  valuable  services  he  had 
rendered  them  since  his  arrival  ; but  he  much  regretted  that  the  General  Board  of  Health 
had  not  acted  upon  the  recommendations  he  sent  up  to  them  last  week.  Among  the 
steps  taken  to  repress  the  epidemic,  one  means  Avas  to  consider  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  Avhich  Avas  in  some  measure  kept  up  by  the  physical  impm-ities  alloAved  to 
accumulate  at  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  the  removal  of  them  required  some  care 
and  attention.  One  other  physical  predisposing  cause  in  propagating  the  epidemic  was 
the  impurities  in  the  AAaater  consumed  by  the  people.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  some  places,  in 
the  earlier  periods  of  the  epidemic,  it  had  been  ascertained  that  Avhole  famihes  had  been 
affected  AAdth  diarrhrea  in  consequence  of  the  unAvholesomeness  of  the  water  ; and  he 
would  urgently  impress  upon  the  board  the  necessity  of  some  immediate  complaint  to  the 
water  company.  He  knew  not  whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  in  the  matter,  but  it 
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was  absolutely  requisite  that  it  should  be  obtained  Iroiii  a parer  source  tliau  the  present. 
(Applause.)  He  had  that  day  been  shown  Avater  from  the  taps  which  contained  sufucient 
impurities  in  it  to  produce  diarrhoea.  (Hear,  hear.)  Under  these  circumstances,  some 
communication  Avas  called  for  from  that  board  to  the  Whittle  Dean  AAuxter  company. 

“ !Mr.  Furness  exhibited  a bottle  of  the  AA'ater  Avhich  had  been  handed  to  him  ; and 
.seA'eral  guardians  complained  of  tlie  uiiAvholesome  condition  of  the  })reseiit  supply. 

“ Mr,  NeAvton  observed  that  there  Avere  also  other  causes  in  operation  besides  l>ad 
water  to  produce  tlie  jmesent  state  of  things  ; and  he  Avould  like  to  knoAV  from  Mr. 
Grainger  Avhether  or  not  he  avcIS  jmepared  t(^  take  into  his  consideration  the  entire 
matter  relating  to  .sanitars’  improvement.  The  question,  he  considered,  Avas  of  A’ast 
importance,  as  the  j)ublic  liealth  must  be  protected.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the 
present  state  of  things  ought  to  be  met  j)romptly. 

“ Mr.  Grainger  observed,  that  it  Avas  of  va.st  importance  to  liaA'e  a sujjply  of  good 
Avater  ; and  in  order  not  to  defer  business,  he  Avould  <lirect  the  attention  of  the  board  to 
the  subject  before  it  l^roke  up. 

“ Mr.  John  Clayton  said  that  he  thought  the  Avater  company  Avere  scarcely  in  a 
position  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of  just  noAv.  It  aa’us  Avell  knoAvm  that  the  source 
of  supply  at  Whittle  Dean  Avas  exhausted,  and  the  company  Avere  obliged  to  take  it  from 
the  Tyne  or  not  sui>ply  the  toAvn  at  all  ; and  in  that  position  they  mu.st  remain  until 
proper  works  Avere  established  to  filter  the  Avater.  It  Avas  CA’ident  tliat  the  company 
mu.st  have  made  some  mistake  either  about  the  sup])ly  or  demand  Avhen  they  commenced 
the  Wliittle  Dean  Avorks. 

“ Dr.  Headlam  next  called  attention  to  the  grejit  inconA’enience  felt  in  burying  the 
dead  from  the  want  of  j>roper  ])laces  of  interment.  At  the  Ballast  Hills  the  jJace  Avas 
overcroAvded,  and  some  coffins  had  to  be  put  ii])on  others  ; and  the  same  remark  might 
also  ap])ly  to  the  parish  church-yards  in  the  toAvn.  The  question  for  consideration  Avas, 
as  to  where  a chea})  and  }>ro])er  place  could  l>e  ])roAuded. 

“ Some  conversation  ensued,  both  as  regarded  the  proj)riety  of  siutable  places  of  inter- 
ment being  found,  ami  also  as  to  the  ])roj»riety  of  liaAung  houses  of  refuge  fitted  up  for 
the  residence  of  the  healthy  ])ortion  of  an  infected  family,  and  the  erection  of  encaiu])- 
ments  Avas  suggested  ; but  Mr.  Philipson  suggested  that  this  Avas  .scarcely  nece.ssary, 
and  the  further  consideration  of  the  sul  ject  Avas  deferred. 

“ A deputation  of  the  council,  including  Mr.  Clayton,  i\Ir.  Fhilijjson,  and  Dr.  Headlam, 
w;is  introduced  by  the  Chairman,  Avho  stated  that  the  sum  of  had  been  put  at  the 

.service  of  the  guardians  by  the  toAvn  council,  to  be  u.sed  in  measures  inde])endent  ofthn.se 
for  Avhich  the  funds  of  the  board  Avere  a])plie,able  in  the  present  emergency. 

“ The  medical  officers  had  by  this  time  left ; many  of  the  guardians  had  also  gone,  the 
rest  Avere  leaving;  and  the  chairman  Avas  just  about  to  vacate  the  chair,  Avhen 

“ Mr.  Grainger  rose  and  said,  he  shouhl  like  to  shite  before  they  left  the  room,  Avith 
respect  to  the  Avater  (pie.stion,  that  he  full}'  agreed  in  the  ojiinion  of  the  medical 
gentlemen  Avho  had  addres,sed  the  guardians  on  the  subject,  that  if  the  AA'ater  be  of  the 
ipiality  descrilied,  and  if  it  f>e  taken  from  the  river  Tyne,  into  Avhich  the  seAverage  of  the 
toAvn  goes,  it  could  not  be  suitable  and  fit  for  domestic  pur])osos,  but  must  be  most 
injurious  ; for  it  Avas  a Avell-a.scertained  fact,  in  a number  of  instances  in  Avhich  the  Avater 
u.sed  had  been  fouled  by  the  seAverage,  that  it  had  been  a jiredisposing  and  aggravating 
cau.se  of  epidemic  in  the  attack  of  18I!)  ; and  if  the  AA'ater  used  in  NcAvcastle  be  of  the 
foul  character  described  by  Dr.  Robin.son,  and  corroborated  by  other  gentlemen,  the  sooner 
a remedy  be  applied  by  tlie  AA'ater  company  the  better  it  Avould  lie  for  the  toAvn. 

“ Mr.  IMiilipson  : Can  not  you  jiass  a re.solution  ex|)vessivc  of  that  opinion? 

“ Mr.  11.  Glyun  : That  AA'ould  be  throAving  the  onus  upon  the  comjiany. 

“Mr.  Philipson:  You  hear  the  medical  oilicers  tell  you  the  AA'ater  had  a great  deal  to 
do  Avith  the  ejiidemic ; and  I tliink  if  such  be  the  complaint  respecting  it,  let  the  company 
assume  the  responsibility,  and  take  it  ujion  their  shoulders. 

“ Mr.  Ridley  suggested  that  the  guardians  Avait  iqion  the  directors  on  the  subject. 

“ Mr.  Hainond  thought  it  Avould  lie  better  to  send  a letter  ; for  there  AA'as  no  doubt  a 
great  deal  of  the  disease  was  occa.sioned  by  the  impurity  of  the  AA'ater.  He  Avould 
propo.se,  therefore,  that  a letter  be  Avritten  to  the  Directors  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water 
company,  informing  them  of  the  opinions  of  the  medical  officers  asAvell  as  of  Dr.  Grainger, 
as  to  the  impurity  of  the  Avater  ; that  some  measures  ouglit  to  be  taken  fortliAvith  to 
remedy  the  same  ; and,  if  necessary,  a deputation  from  the  board  Avould  be  glad  to  meet 
the  directors  on  the  subject. 

“Mr.  Hunter  seconded  the  motion.  He  thought  the  directors  had  broken  faith  AA'ith 
the  public.  They  had  u.sed  the  Avater  that  lielonged  to  the  toAvn  in  .supplying  manufac- 
tories ; he  believed  one  manufactory  alone  consumed  more  water  than  Avas  consumed  by 
the  Avhole  toAvn  under  the  old  company,  and  the  Tyne  \A'as  u.sed  to  supjily  Avhat  the  toAvn 
ought  to  have  had  from  Whittle  Dean. 

“ Mr.  Grainger  .said  it  Avas  not  to  be  understood  that  he  made  any  charge  against  the 
company.  What  he  .said  Avas  if  the  Avater  Avas  such  as  had  been  described  by  the  medical 
gentlemen  it  AA'as  very  deleterious. 

“ Mr.  Glynn  objected  to  any  letter  at  all. 

“ Mr.  Ridley  fthe  cliairnmn) ; You  may  object  as  long  as  you  please. 

“ Mr.  Hamoiid  ; And  you  can  sleeji  upon  it. 

“ Mr.  Glynn  ; I .say  tho  letter  is  not  true,  and  I object  to  it, 
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“ The  Chairman  ; Do  you  wish  your  objections  recorded  ? 

“ Mr.  Glynn : Certainly  I do. 

“The  Chairman  (to  the  clerk)  : Then  record  that  Mr.  Glynn  says  the  medical  gentlemen 
do  not  speak  the  truth. 

“ The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  meeting  broke  up. 

“ Thursday  (the  15th  Sept.)  brought  with  it  no  abatement  of  the  epidemic.  On  the 
contrary,  it  seemed  to  be  on  the  increase.  Considerable  gloom  pervaded  the  town,  increased, 
ever  and  anon,  by  the  tolling  of  the  funereal  bell.  In  the  course  of  the  day  lime  was 
dusted  over  many  of  the  streets,  and  the  cleansing  operations  were  proceeded  with  in 
various  directions.  Night  and  day  medicines  were  supplied  by  the  various  druggists  in 
the  town ; and,  in  the  morning,  the  placard,  which  had  been  in  course  of  being  prepared 
for  the  previous  three  days,  was  issued  by  the  board  of  guardians,  in  order  to  remove 
alarm,  and  to  inform  the  poor  how  to  obtain  medical  aid  as  early  as  possible.  The 
following  is  the  document : — 

“ ‘ Cholera  is  not  so  fatal  as  is  supposed  ; it  may,  if  proper  medicines  are  obtained,  be 
stopped."  It  comes  on  with  looseness  or  hotvel  eomplaint^  which  continues  for  a day  or 
two.  There  is  often  no  pain  ; but  no  one  must  be  put  off  his  guard  by  this  circumstance, 
but  must  immediately,  when  pm-ging  comes  on,  apply  for  proper  medicine,  by  which  the 
disease  may,  xoith  a few  exceptions,  he  cured.  Cholera  is  often  brought  on  by  eating  fruit, 
such  as  plums,  apples,  &c — also  green  vegetables— a\\  these  should  be  avoided  at  present;  and 
also  fermc7ited  liquors  in  excess,  as  drunkards  and  tipplers  always  suffer  most.  Great 
caution  is  necessary  in  the  use  of  purgatives ; and  none  should  be  taken  unless  by  the 
direction  of  a medical  practitioner.  Medical  attendance  andamedicines  for  the  poor  can 
be  got,  free  of  all  expense,  and  without  orders  from  the  relieving  officers,  or  letters  from 
the  dispensary  or  infirmary,  at  ail  hours,  night  and  day,  at  the  following  places ; — 

“ ‘ The  Dispensary,  Nelson  Street ; the  Infirmary. 

District  No.  1. — Mr.  Winship,  Percy-street : Mr.  Preston,  Bath-row,  Westgate  ; 
Ml’.  Proctor,  Chemist,  Colhngwood-street. 

“ ‘ District  No.  2. — Mr.  Newton,  Hood-street ; Mr.  Allison,  Regent-terrace  ; Mr.  Swan, 
Chemist,  Pilgrim-street. 

“ ‘ District  No.  3. — Mr.  Harvey,  30,  Newgate-street ; Mr.  Irons,  Northumberland-street. 

“‘District  No.  4. — Mr.  McNay,  9,  Gibson- street ; Mr.  Burley,  Richmond-street ; 
Mr.  Thornton,  Chemist,  Gibson-street ; Mr.  Brown,  Chemist,  Ouseburn. 

“ ‘ District  No.  5. — Mr.  Sang,  1,  Charlotte-square  ; Mr.  Boyd,  Marlborough-crescent ; 
Dr.  Burnup,  Derwent-place  ; Mr.  I" Anson,  Arthur "s-hill ; Mr.  Turner,  Chemist,  Westgate  ; 
Mr.  Reed,  Chemist,  Arthur "s-hill." 

“ The  board  of  guardians  again  met  in  the  evening ; and  on  the  medical  officers’ 
returns  being  examined,  it  appeared  that  there  were  ninety-eight  new  cases  and  fifty-seven 
deaths;  while,  in  addition,  an  announcement  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  Surgeon,  of  Walker, 
that  the  cholera  had  broke  out  at  St.  Peter’s  that  day,  and  that  in  thirty  cases 
four  had  passed  into  collapse.  The  cases  above-mentioned  comprise,  of  course,  only  those 
which  came  within  the  province  of  the  board.  The  entire  deaths  registered  from  the 
previous  evening,  including  those  above,  were  reported  as  being  ninety-seven  from  cholera, 
and  four  from  diarrhoea,  being  101  in  all.  The  annexed  is  the  return  of  the  registrar  of 
the  deaths  from  cholera  and  diarrhoea  from  the  commencement  up  to  Thursday 
evening. — 
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“ Mr.  Grainger,  after  hearing  tlie  returns  from  the  medical  officers,  observed,  that  from  R.  D.  Grainger, 
the  considerable  height  which  the  epidemic  had  as.sumed,  it  was  necessary  to  know  that 
it  was  not  merely  on  the  increase,  but  also,  that  in  its  early  stages  it  could  still  be  success-  ~ 

fully  grappled  with  ; in  proof  of  which,  out  of  eight  returns,  seven  fully  corroborated  tlie  ^ ’ 

fact  of  the  success  attending  the  adoption  of  ]>roper  measures  on  seeing  the  premonitory 
symptoms.  It  was  most  vital  to  let  the  public  know  tliat,  in  order  to  show  them  the  ceedings,  ^c..  New- 
propriety  of  attending  to  tire  first  symptoms.  The  returns  of  deaths  during  the  last  caslle  Jnurjial, 
twenty -four  hours,  :rs  recorded  by  tire  registrars,  was  97  from  cholera  and  4 from  diarrhoea,  17^4  Sept.  1853. 
making  in  all  101  deaths.  After  adverting  to  the  indispensible  necessity  of  having 
additional  medical  assistance,  either  from  the  students  of  Edinburgh  or  London,  iis  the 
applications  from  the  sick  were  so  numerous  that  they  could  not  be  answered — he  said, 
under  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  it  would  be  well  to  make  some  arrangements  with  the 
various  legal  practitioners  of  the  town,  to  authorize  them  to  render  aid  when  called  upon. 

Whatever  expense  might  be  incurred,  he  believed  that,  in  a measure,  it  would  be  met  by 
tlie  town  council,  or  contributions  from  London  and  otlier  places.  It  appeared  to  him 
that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  disease,  a number  of  gentlemen  should  be  selected  from 
that  board  to  confer  with  the  town  council  on  the  subject.  He  recollected  that  on  the 
day  previous,  he  nameil  to  some  of  the  Town  Improvement  committee  that  it  would  be  a 
measure  of  great  advantage,  in  severe  visitation  of  the  cholera,  for  tents  to  be  erected  in 
suitable  places,  so  that  in  districts  suffering  most  from  it,  the  healthy  part  of  the  com- 
munity should  be  placed  in  them  for  a time.  It  was  no  new  measure,  as  it  had  been 
tried  in  1849  with  considerable  success;  so  much  so,  that  the  persons  removed  were 
preserved  from  its  effects.  He  therefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  submit  this  plan  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  the  board.  But,  further,  the  question  was  one  which  had 
been  viewed  in  so  important  a light,  that  he  had  instnietions  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance 
to  furnish  gratuitously  the  use  of  such  tents.  Whatever  might  be  the  alarm  arising  from 
the  adoption  of  such  a course,  it  should  not  be  put  against  the  vast  importance  of  saving 
life.  The  scheme  had  often  been  resorted  to  in  saving  the  life  of  the  army  in  India  ; and 
it  was  invariably  the  rule  when  an  epidemic  broke  out,  the  army  was  instantly  removed 
to  a healthy  locality.  If  once  adopted,  he  felt  confident  it  would  tend  to  calm  the  alai  m 
of  those  connected  with  the  pestilential  districts  ; but  they  must  bear  in  mind  that  not 
a man,  woman,  or  child,  had  to  be  removed  against  their  will.  The  entire  country  Avould 
have  their  eyes  fixed  intensely  on  Avhat  was  going  on  in  the  town ; and  it  was  due  to  the 
.safety  of  the  town  as  well  as  the  country  at  huge,  that  what  he  suggested  should  be 
immediately  taken  into  consideration,  for  the  purj)ose  of  adoption. 

“ Mr.  Newton  said,  it  was  clear  that  the  medical  staff’  could  not  go  on  without 
assistance;  and  he  entirely  agreed  Avith  the  suggestion  of  ^Ir.  Grainger,  as  to  the  medical 
officers  being  authorized  to  make  ari-angements  Avith  other  mediail  practitioners  in  the 
toAvn  to  obtiiin  their  assistance. 

“ Mr.  Philip.son  then  moved  and  Mr.  Richardson  seconded,  that  the  medical  officers  ot 
that  board,  at  the  head  of  each  disti  ict,  be  authorised  to  em])loy  any  nie<lical  gentleman 
they  thought  ]>roper  to  assist  them,  the  board  undertaking  to  pay  them. 

“ The  motion  Avas  then  put  and  carried. 

“ Mr.  Hamond,  being  desirous  to  hear  the  returns  from  the  medical  officers  of  that  day, 
begged  Mr.  Grainger  to  read  tliem  to  the  board. 

“ Mr.  Grainger  replied  that  he  had  no  objection,  although  the  returns  Avere  far  from 
being  perfect.  He  then  read  the  returns  Avhich  shoAved  that  of  upAvards  of  800  cases 
treated  in  the  early  stage,  oidy  eight  had  gone  into  collajtse,  than  Avhich  he  said  no  better 
argument  could  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  nica.sures  that  had  been  adopted;  and  no  greater 
ground  for  confidence,  or  inducement  to  Avatchfulne.ss  and  ])roniptitude  could  be  mentioned. 

It  Avas  also  sfiited  that  various  ])atients  Avho  ha<l  ])reviously  gone  into  collapse,  h.ad 
recovered,  or  Avere  recoAU'ring  undei-  medical  treatment — a fact  Avliich  indicates  that  the 
disease  Avas  assuming  a milder  character. 

“ Some  conver.sation  ensued  as  to  the  best  cour.se  to  ado])t  for  the  future;  after  Avhich  a 
committee  Avas  appointed  to  confer  Avith  the  cholera  committee  of  the  toAvn  council,  on 
the  pi'opriety  of  tents  being  erected  at  suitable  places  for  the  remoAud  of  the  healthy  portion 
of  a hou.sehold  from  the  sick.  The  board  then  ad  journed. 

“in  connection  with  the  ])roceedings  of  the  board  of  guardians  may  be  mentioned  that, 
arising  out  of  the  opeidng  of  some  of  the  churchyards  for  interments,  a dei)utation  Avaited 
upon  the  vicJir  on  Thursday  afternoon — Avhen  the  rev.  gentleman  promised  to  call  the  clergy 
together  to  consi<ler  the  projtriety  of  closing  them  for  tlie  ]ircsent  ; but,  if  this  is  deter- 
mined on,  it  is  evident  that  some  proper  jilot  of  ground  ought  to  be  selected,  to  dispose  of 
the  dead  in  a.  suitable  manner.  'J’he  committee  of  the  toAvn  council  also  met  on  Thursday, 
and, on  a representation  being  made  regarding  the  crowded  state  of  the  church-yards  and,  on 
the  improper  mode  of  interment  of  cholera  sufferers,  especially  with  reference  to  St.  John’s 
Church,  where  the  graves  were  only  between  two  and  three  feet  deep — it  Avas  agi’eed  that 
a letter  should  be  sent  to  the  churcliAvardens  of  each  parish,  apprising  them  of  the  state 
of  things,  and  that  in  the  course  of  tAvelve  months  after  the  Act  of  Parliament  just 
passed,  they  would  provide  new  places  of  interment  outside  oi'  the  toAvn.  A letter  Avas 
also  read  by  Cajit.  Weatheiley,  from  Mr.  Thomp.son,  governor  of  the  gaol,  apprising  them 
that  there  were  81  cases  of  diarihcca,  and  4 deaths  ; and  that  some  measures  ought  to  be 
adopted  to  procure  pure  water.  Some  conversation  took  jilace  respecting  the  Whittle 
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R.  D.  Grainger,  Dean  watei’  company,  and  it  was  stated  that  water  from  the  Pont  had  been  directed  into 
Esq.  the  company’s  pipes,  and  that  the  supply  appeared  of  a clearer  and,  more  satisfactory 

•- — character.  Ultimately  it  was  agreed  to  wait  upon  the  company,  and  after  various 

19th  Jan.  1854.  measures  to  promote  sanitary  improvement  bad  been  discussed,  the  committee  adjourned.” 


485.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  fact,  or  is  it  a correct  statement  of  the  course  of 
procedure  usually  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health  and  its  officers,  that  they  devote  too 
large  a proportion  of  their  attention  to  those  who  are  not  already  seriously  affected,  and 
too  little  to  those  that  are? — No  ; so  far  from  that  being  the  fact,  it  is  my  duty  to  state 
and  to  show,  that  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of  fleaPh  to  its  medical  inspectors  are 
these  : that  those  who  are  in  an  advanced  stage  oi  che  disease  should  have  the  best 
medical  advice  ; namely,  that  of  the  medical  officers,  and  of  the  surgeons  appointed  as 
their  assistants ; and  that  the  visitors,  or  students  who  conduct  the  house-to-house  visita- 
tion, should  merely  take  the  simple  cases ; and  where  persons,  who  have  been  attended  by 
senior  students,  are  passing,  or  appear  to  be  passing,  into  the  stage  of  collapse,  the 
instructions  of  the  students  have  been  to  hand  them  over  to  the  treatment  of  the  medical 
officers. 

486.  Did  you  make  any  suggestion  to  the  board  of  guardians,  with  a view  to  pro- 
viding houses  of  reception  for  the  corpses  of  deceased  victims,  with  a view  of  separating 
the  dead  from  the  living  ? — None  further,  as  I remember,  than  the  most  speedy  inter- 
ment of  the  dead. 

487.  You  did  not  recommend  any  houses  of  reception  ? — No,  I do  not  think  that  I did. 

488.  Is  that  one  of  the  standing  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  their  super- 
intending inspectors  ; or  was  it  a special  instruction  to  you  in  this  matter  to  make  such  a 
suggestion  ? — I had  no  special  instructions  whatever ; and  it  is  not  a standing  instruction 
of  the  Board  of  Health.  It  is  a recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Health  with  reference 
to  interment,  that  there  should  be  houses  of  reception  for  the  dead. 

489.  But,  in  connexion  with  the  circumstances  of  an  epidemic,  they  do  not  issue 
instructions  to  their  superintending  inspectors  to  recommend  such  an  arrangement  ? — 
No,  I have  never  received  such  an  express  instx'uction. 

490.  lam  pressed  to  ask  you  whether  the  Board  of  Health  are  responsible  for  the  issue 
of  orders  by  the  Privy  Council,  putting  in  force  the  extraordinary  powers  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  Act  ? — Not  at  all,  except  in  so  far  as  they  do  or  do  not  properly 
represent  the  existence  or  the  threatening  of  seiious  epidemic  disease. 

491.  Did  they  do  so  ? — They  did  ; and  I think  it  is  right  to  myself  to  state,  as  it  has 
been  made  a charge  against  me,  that  I was  occupied  two  or  three  days  in  obtaining 
medical  evidence,  as  to  wliether  the  cholera  was  epidemic  in  Newcastle  or  not  ; that  I 
arrived  in  Newcastle  at  six  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning,  and  that,  at  twenty  minutes 
past  one  on  that  day,  I sent  this  telegraphic  despatch  to  the  Board  of  Health  : “ On 
medical  authority,  cholera  is  epidemic  here.”  Now  I state  that,  because  the  declaration 
of  the  existence  of  epidemic  cholera  was  a v^ery  weighty  and  responsible  matter,  for  it 
involved,  as  I knew,  the  probable  issue  of  the  Order  in  Council ; and  when  that  was 
done,  it  might  have  happened,  as  it  had  happened  before,  that  various  countries  in  Europe 
should  have  put  tire  whole  of  England  into  quarantine,  in  consequence  of  the  issue  of  that 
Order  in  Council ; and  it  was  a very  serious  thing  for  me  to  make  a representation  to  the 
government  that  cholera  was  epidemic  in  this  town,  which  I did  seven  hours  after  m}- 
arrival. 

492.  I am  requested  to  ask  you  whether  you  know  under  what  authority  the  Board  of 
Health  sent  you  down  here  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  threatened  or  antici- 
pated outbi’eak  ; Avas  it  under  their  usual  authority  or  otherwise  ? — I think  it  is  right  to 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  also  to  myself,  that  it  should  be  known  that  I am  not  a perma- 
nent officer  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  that  I cannot  be  employed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
without  the  superior  authority  of  the  Government.  But  before  Dr.  Robinson’s  letter 
came,  that  is  to  say  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  I was  instructed  by  the  General  Board  of 
Health,  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and  without  that  superior  authority,  to  make 
inquiries  into  cases  of  cholera  that  had  occurred  in  London,  to  know  whether  it  were 
epidemic  or  not  ; and  the  evidence,  that  I received  from  the  medical  officers  in  London, 
was  that  it  was  not  epidemic.  Dr.  Robinson  wrote  to  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  2d  of 
September,  stating  that  some  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  here  ; and  I know  that  Dr. 
Robinson’s  letter  was  received  by  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  3d,  and  that  they  imme- 
diately communicated  its  contents  to  the  Government  ; and  after  some  turther  inquiries 
and  correspondence,  I Avas  sent  down  here  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  9th,  upon  the 
discretionary  aixthority  of  the  Board  of  Health,  in  consequence  of  a communication  having 
been  received  indirectly  from  Dr.  Glover,  a physician  in  this  town,  to  the  effect  that  the 
cholera  had  increased  in  Newcastle. 

493.  Are  you  aware  that  immediately  after  they  had  adopted  that  discretionary  step, 
the  Genei’al  Board  of  Health  ajxplied  to  those  superior  authorities  for  their  sanction  of  the 
step  so  taken  ; and  that  sucli  sanction  was  given,  as  shortly  thereafter  as  official  correspon- 
dence would  alloAv  ? — All  that  took  place. 
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[The  vAtness  afterwards  handed  in,  in  confirmation,  the  following  extracts  of  minutes 

and  copies  of  letters) : — 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

.30th  August  18.53. 

Read  : — Reports  of  Cholera  cases  from  the  Registrar  General 
Report  of  case  of  Sporadic  Cholei'a  at  Stourhi'idg'e. 

Report  of  cases  of  Cholera  and  Diairlioea  reported  in  common  lodging-houses,  communi- 
cated by  Captain  Hay. 

Ordered. — That  in  the  last  tw'O  cases  the  ordinary  inquiry  be  directed,  and  that  in  the 
first  case,  Mr.  Grainger  be  requested  to  incpiire  into  the  particulars,  for  the  information  of 
the  Board. 


Letter  frcrm  George  Robinson,  M.D.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

“ 26,  Eldon  Square,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

2d  September  1853. 

“ Sir, — I do  not  know  whether  the  General  Board  of  Health  contemplates  any  active 
inteiference  in  districts  which  may  be  the  seat  of  a visitation  of  cholera,  but  as  this  town 
is  now  threatened  by  an  outbreak  of  the  disea.se  in  a malignant  form,  I think  it  my  duty 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  that  1 yesterday  saw  a fatal  case,  which  presented 
eveiy  symptom  of  the  most  intractable  form  of  the  disease. 

“ The  victim,  a young  woman  aged  twenty -four,  residing  at  Bill  Quay,  a village  situated 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tjuie,  about  three  miles  below  Newcastle,  was  attacked  with 
simple  diarrhoea  on  Monday  ; and  on  Wednesday,  while  stiU  suffering  under  this  complaint, 
she  came  to  Newcastle  by  a steamer,  and  while  landing  fell  on  the  ground  from  Aveakness. 
On  bein"  a.ssisted  to  the  house  of  her  relatives,  who  are  in  but  indifterent  circumstances, 
she  was  found  to  be  suffering  severely  from  vomiting,  diandioea,  and  painful  .spasms  of  the 
legs  and  abdomen.  Mr.  Birly,  a surgeon  residing  in  the  neighbourhood,  Avas  sent  for,  and 
supplied  the  usual  medicines  ; he  found  the  face  and  extremities  cold  and  liA’id,  the  breath 
also  void  of  natural  heat,  the  ])ulse  scarcely  perceptible,  and  the  peculiar  corpse-like 
expres.sion  of  the  countenance.  The  evacuations  re.sembled  weak  broth  or  Avater  in  Avhich 
meat  had  been  boiled,  being  light  coloured  Avith  shreds  of  mucus.  On  the  folloAving  day 
(Thursday),  I Avas  requested  by  him  to  see  her,  and  found  her  in  a state  of  deadly  collapse, 
with  the  unmistakeable  countenance  of  malicrnant  cholera.  From  this  state  nothinj;  could 
rouse  her,  and  she  died  last  night. 

“At  the  eastern  dispensary  in  this  town,  with  Avhich  I am  connected,  and  Avhich 
embraces  some  of  the  poorest  and  most  unhealthy  districts,  I yesterday  found  cases  of 
diarrhoea  to  be  unusually  frequent  and  seA^ere,  eA’en  for  the  season  ; and  1 haA’e  just  been 
summoned  to  a child  in  Avhom  the  choleraic  symptoms  also  indicate  a fatal  termination. 

“ Under  the.se  circumstances,  I triLst  the  Board  of  Health  Avill  excuse  me  for  troubling 
them  with  the  above-mentioned  facts ; but,  from  the  geographical  position  of  NcAA^castle 
and  its  notoriously  defective  sanitary  condition,  I cannot  but  be  apprehensive  that  an 
epidemic  A’isitatioii  of  cholera,  under  e.xisting  circumstance.s,  may  be  productive  of  a 
fearful  loss  of  life.  I shall,  tlierefore,  feel  obliged  by  your  directing  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Board  to  the  subject,  and  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

(Signed)  “ George  Robinson, 

“ ^lember  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians.* 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  llecdth  to 

Dr.  Robinson. 

“ The  General  Board  of  Health,  Whitehall, 
“ 5th  September  1 853. 

Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information  contained  in  it. 

“ The  Board  Avill  be  much  obliged  by  your  furnishing  them  Avith  information  from  time 
to  time,  of  any  cases  of  Cholera  Avhich  may  come  under  your  notice,  or  of  any  unusual 
prevalence  of  that  class  of  complaints  Avhich  precede  or  accompany  Cholera. 

“ The  Board  are  anxiously  Avatching  the  j)rogress  of  Cholera  on  the  Continent,  and 
making  the  closest  inquiry  in  their  poAver  into  cases  occurring  in  this  country. 

‘‘  1 am.  Sir,  &c.,  Ac., 

(Signed)  “ T.  Taylob.” 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  to 
If.  Waddington,  Esq.,  Home  Office. 

“ The  General  Board  of  Health,  Whitehall, 
“ 3d  September  185.3. 

“ Sir,— I am  directed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  state  that  they  liaA’e  received 
returns  from  tlie  Registrar  General,  of  various  cases  f)f  Asiatic  Cliolera,  reported  as  ha  ving 
occurred  in  London  and  in  the  country,  and  further  from  the  Commissioners  of  Metropo- 
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litan  Police,  of  cases  of  Cholera  and  Diarrhoea,  reported  as  occurring  in  common 
lodging-houses.  They  have  also  to  day  received  a report  from  Dr.  Robinson,  a physician 
of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  of  a fatal  case  of  Asiatic  Cholera  in  that  town.  His  letter  (a 
copy  of  which  is  appended),  states  an  unusual  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  in  Newcastle,  even 
for  this  period  of  the  year. 

“ The  very  wide-spread  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  its  epidemic  form  on  the  Continent, 
and  especially  in  Berlin  and  Hamburgh,  induce  the  Board  to  regard  all  indications  of  the 
presence  of  Cholera  in  this  country  with  anxiety,  although  the  cases  themselves  are 
sporadic,  and  do  not  amount  in  any  part  of  England,  as  to  which  the  Board  have  received 
information,  to  an  epidemic  outbreak.  The  Board,  under  these  circumstances,  are  care- 
fully watching  the  reported  cases  ; and  I am  to  append,  for  the  information  of  Viscount 
Palmerston,  the  Report  of  Mr.  Grainger,  on  the  cases  included  in  the  Registrar-Generabs 
Report,  inquired  into  by  him. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed)  “ T.  Taylor, 

“ To  H.  Waddington,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.  “ Assistant  Secretary.” 

“ Home  Office.” 


Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

“3d  September  1853. 

“ Read, — Letter  from  Dr.  Robinson,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  reporting  a fatal  case  of 
Asiatic  Cholera,  and  stating  the  unusual  prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  in  that  town. 

“ Ordered, — That  a Letter  be  sent  to  the  Home  Office  stating  the  reports  of  cases  of 
Asiatic  Cholera  received  by  the  Board,  and  enclosing  a copy  of  Dr.  Robinson’s  letter  aud 
of  Mr.  Grainger’s  report  on  cases  included  in  the  Registrar-General’s  report  to 
the  Board,  and  inquired  into  by  Mr.  Grainger  ; and  that  Viscount  Palmerston 
be  informed,  that  though  the  Board  consider  these  cases  sporadic,  and  that  in  no 
place  in  England,  of  which  they  have  accounts,  can  the  attacks  be  considered  to 
amount  to  an  epidemic  outbreak,  yet  that  the  spread  of  the  disease  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  its  presence  in  an  epidemic  form  at  Hamburgh  and  Berlin,  induce  the  board 
to  watch  all  cases  of  it  here  with  anxiety,  and  to  feel  strongly  the  importance  of  all  cases 
being  immediately  investigated,  whenever  practicable.” 

“ Ordered  further, — That  a copy  of  this  letter  be  sent  to  Sir  William  Molesworth. 

“ Friday,  9th  September. 

“ Read, — A Letter  from  Dr.  H.  Gavin,  forwarding  a letter  from  Dr.  Glover,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  announcing  the  appearance  of  Cholera  there,  and  requesting  the  attendance 
of  Dr.  Gavin,  with  authority  from  the  Board,  if  possible. 

“ Read  also, — A Letter  from  Dr.  Greenhow,  Chairman  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health, 
Tynemouth,  announcing  the  same  facts. 

“ Ordered — That  as  from  these  communications,  and  the  intelligence  contained  in  the 
local  papers,  it  appears  that  an  unusual  and  alarming  number  of  fatal  cases,  represented 
as  Asiatic  Cholera,  have  occurred  in  and  about  Newcastle  ; and  as  the  presence  of  cholera 
at  Hamburgh,  certain  parts  of  Sweden,  and  other  places  on  the  Baltic,  appears  to  the 
Board  to  justify  the  apprehension  of  its  appearance  in  this  country,  where  it  has  always 
hitherto  become  epidemic  within  a short  time  after  breaking  out  in  an  epidemic  form  at 
Hamburgh — Mr.  Grainger  be  directed  at  once  to  visit  Newcastle,  and  repoid  to  the  Board 
on  the  alleged  cases  of  cholera  and  the  health  of  its  locality,  with  reference  to  that  disease. 

“ Ordered  further — That  information  be  sent  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Treasury,  that  the  Board  have  taken  this  step,  from  a conviction  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  procure  information,  on  which  they  can  rely  with  reference  to  this  alleged  outbreak 
of  Asiatic  Cholera — with  a view  either  to  the  removal  of  public  apprehension,  should  the 
report  be  foimd  without  such  foundation  as  may  warrant  alarm ; or,  if  it  should  be  well 
grounded,  of  taking  all  the  precautionary  measures  in  their  power. 

“ 10th  September  1853. 

“ Read — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Mr.  Grainger,  announcing  that,  on  medical  authority, 
cholera  is  epidemic  at  Newcastle. 

“ Ordered — That  a copy  of  the  despatch  be  appended  to  the  letter  to  the  Treasury, 
informing  them  that  the  Board  have  despatched  Mr.  Grainger  to  Newcastle. 

“ Ordered  further — That  a copy  of  the  letter  and  despatch  be  sent  to  Sir  Wm.  Moles- 
worth. 

“Monday,  September  1 2th  1853. 

“ Read — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Mr.  Grainger,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  stating  73 
cholera  cases  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  exclusive  of  those  dealt  with  in  private  practice  at 
Gateshead,  and  27  deaths. 

“ Ordered — That  on  receipt  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Grainger  explaining  the  despatches, 
information  be  sent  to  Viscount  Palmerston  and  Sir  W.  Molesworth. 

“ Read — Report  from  Mr.  Grainger,  with  appendix  of  evidence  from  medical  practitioners 
at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  showing  the  undoubted  presence  there  of  epidemic  cholera  in  a 
• very  severe  form.  . , 
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“ Ordered — That  copies  be  directed  to  be  made  for — 

“ The  Privy  Council  Office, 

“ The  Home  Office, 

“ The  President  of  the  Board, 

“ The  College  of  Physicians, 

“ The  Poor  Law  Board,  and 
“ The  French  Consul  General. 

“ That  a letter  be  sent  to  the  Privy  Council  Office,  with  the  report  of  Mr.  Grainger, 
submitting  that  the  time  has  amved  for  issuing  an  Order,  under  the  Diseases’  Prevention 
Act ; there  being  now  present  in  the  United  Kingdom  a formidable  epidemic  disease, 
rerjuiring  measures  of  precaution  to  be  taken  suited  to  the  emergency. 


B.  D.  Grainger, 
Esq. 

19th  Jan.  1854. 


Copies  of  Letters 
and  Minutes,  S}C. 
September  1854. 


“1.3th  September  1853. 

“ Read, — Second  report  fi’om  Mr.  Grainger  on  Cholera  at  Newcastle  and  Gateshead. 

“ Ordered — That  copies  be  sent  to  the  same  addresses  as  yesterday  ; and  that  the  attention 
of  the  Privy  Council  be  called  to  the  obstructions  to  medical  preventive  arrangement, 
already  beginning  to  be  felt,  in  the  absence  of  an  Order  in  Council.” 


Letter  from  T.  Taylor,  Esq.  to  C.  C.  F.  Greville,  Esq. 

“ 13th  September  1853. 

“ Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the 
accompanying  letter  from  this  Board  before  Her  Majesty’s  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council. 

“ To  Her  Majesty’s  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council.  “ 1 3th  September  1853. 

“ Gentlemen, — I am  directed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  state  that,  while  they 
have  watched  with  great  anxiety  the  jirogress  of  epidemic  Cholera  from  Persia  to 
Russia,  and  its  spread  to  the  north  of  Germany,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  they  had 
regarded  with  still  greater  apprehension  its  outbreak  at  Hamburgh,  since  it  has  never  yet 
been  jirevalent  in  that  city,  without  shortly  afterwards  appearing  in  England.  They 
now  grieve  to  have  to  state  that  they  have  i-eceived  information  of  a violent  (»utbreak 
at  Newcastle  ; that  fatal  cases  are  also  reported  by  the  Locjil  Board  as  having  occurred 
at  Hexham  and  Morpeth  ; and  that  other  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  are  in  a state  of 
great  apprehension.  The  Board  are  satisfied,  from  past  experience,  that  measures  of 
precaution,  promptly  taken,  are  not  only  attende<l  with  a great  saving  of  life,  but  are 
most  effectual  in  ])reventing  panic,  one  of  the  most  jiowerful  predisposing  causes  of  the 
disease.  I am  directed  to  forward  the  report  of  Mr.  Grainger,  one  of  the  Board’s 
medical  superintending  inspectors,  from  Newcastle-ujion-Tyne,  together  with  the  evidence 
of  the  medical  practitioners  of  that  town,  showing,  beyond  a doubt,  the  presence  of 
Asiatic  Cholera  there  in  an  epidemic  and  very  severe  form.  Under  these  painfid  circum- 
stances, the  Board  feel  it  their  duty  to  .submit  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  is.suing 
Order  in  Council,  under  the  1 0th  section  of  the  Nuisances’  Removal  and  Diseases’ 
Prevention  Act,  18+8  ; a ]>art  of  the  kingdom  being  attacked  Avith  formidable  epidemic 
disea.se,  requiring  measures  of  j)recaution  to  be  taken  with  promptitude,  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  case. 


From  T.  Taylor,  Esq.  to  C.  C.  F.  Greville,  Esq. 

“ The  General  Board  of  Health,  Whitehall, 

“ 1 3th  September  1 853. 

“ Sir, — 1 am  directed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  forward,  for  the  information 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Most  Honourable  I’rivy  Council,  a cojiy  of  a second  despatch  on  Cholera 
at  Newcastle,  received  by  this  Board  from  Mr.  R.  I).  Grainger.  I am  to  request  that 
you  will  direct  their  Lordship’s  attention  to  the  marked  ])as.sage  Avhich  shows  the 
obstructions  which  are  already  beginning  to  be  felt  from  the  deficiency  of  powers  of 
boards  of  guardians — a deficiency  which  could  at  once  be  removed  by  regulations  by 
this  Board,  under  an  Order  in  Council,  issued  on  the  authority  of  the  1 0th  section  of  the 
Nuisances’  Removal  and  Diseases’  Prevention  Act,  18+8  ; but  which,  failing  such  an  order, 
neither  local  or  central  authority  can  .supply.” 


From  T.  Taylor,  Esq.  to  H.  Wadilinytoa,  Esq. 

“ The  (ieneral  Board  of  Health,  Whitehall, 

“ 13th  September  1853. 

“ — 1 am  directed  by  the  General  Boanl  of  Health  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  informa- 

tion of  Sir  W'^.  Molesworth  and  Viscount  Palmerston,  a copy  of  the  report  just  received 
by  the  Hoard  from  .Mr.  Grainger,  one  of  their  meclioal  superintending  inspectors,  who 
was  sent  <)ii  Friday  night  to  Neweastle-ui)on-Tyne — with  the  evidence  of  medical  prac- 
titioners in  that  town — from  which  it  Avill  be  perceived  that,  in  the  opinion  of  these 
gentlemen,  Asiatic  cholera  is  epidemic  at  Newcastle  in  a very  severe  form 
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R.  D.  Grainger, 
Esq. 

19th  Jan.  1854. 


E.  D.  Grainger, 
Esq. 

20th  Jan.  1854. 


“ Under  these  circumstances,  the  Board  have  applied  to  the  Privy  Council  OflBce, 
suggesting  the  issue  of  an  Order  under  the  10th  section  of  the  Nuisances'  Eemoval  and 
Disecxses  Prevention  Act,  1848  (11  and  12  Viet.  c.  123).” 

From  T.  Taylor  Esq.,  to  H.  Waddington,  Esq.,  Home  Office. 

“ loth  September  1853. 

“ Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  forward,  for  the  information 
of  Viscount  Palmerston,  a copy  of  the  second  report  of  Mr.  Grainger  on  cholera  in 
N ewcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Board  of  Health. 

“ 16th  September  1853. 

“ Read, — Telegraphic  despatch  fi’om  Mr.  Grainger,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  with  a letter 
asking  for  the  services  of  medical  superintendents  under  him. 

“ Ordered — That  Dr.  Waller  Lewis  be  directed  by  electric  telegraph  to  proceed  to 
Newcastle. 

“ Ordered — That  this  be  communicated  to  the  Treasury,  the  Home  Office,  and  the 
President. 

“ The  Board  received  a copy  of  the  order  in  council  under  the  9 th  section  of  the 
Nuisances’  Removal  and  Diseases’  Prevention  Act. 

“ Ordered — That  the  issue  thereof  be  communicated  to  the  chaii'man  of  the  Board  of 
Supervision  of  Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Scotland,  and  to  the  Lord  Advocate. 

“ That  in  communicating  to  the  Home  Office,  the  attention  of  Viscount  Palmerston  be 
called  to  the  important  services  rendered  in  the  last  attack  of  cholera  in  1848-9  by  the 
inspectors  of  prisons  and  inspectors  of  factories,  and  that  it  be  suggested  that  they  be 
requested  to  act  on  their  former  instructions. 

“ Read, — Fourth  report  of  Mr  .Grainger  from  Newcastle,  and  report  from  Mr.  Stainthorpe, 
medical  officer,  Hexham,  announcing  three  cases  of  choleraic  diarrhoea. 

“ Ordered — That  copies  be  sent  as  before.” 


494.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not  a feet  that  your  exertions  in  arresting  or  mitigating,  to  the  best 
of  your  ability,  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853,  w'ere  such  and  so  continuous,  that  after 
your  return  to  town,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days,  you  were  seiiously  ill  and  indisposed 
from  the  effects  of  those  exertions  ? — That  is  very  true.  I was  in  bed  five  days  I think. 

495.  Whatever  opinion  may  be  formed  of  your  conduct  and  behaviour  here  then,  you 
exerted  yourself  to  the  best  of  your  ability  to  mitigate  the  evil  tlien  impending  on  the 
community  ? — Certainly  ; I had  an  enormous  amount  of  labour. 

496.  Did  you,  during  the  time  of  your  stay  here,  receive  from  Dr.  Robinson  a printed 
copy  of  a letter  having  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  the  late  outbreak,  written  by  him 
to  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ? — I did. 

497.  Is  it  there  stated  as  follows: — “In  the  strictures  passed  upon  the  General  Board 
“ of  Health,  I by  no  means  wish  to  include  their  excellent  officer  Mr.  R.  D.  Grainger,  to 
“ whom,  were  it  merely  for  his  distinguished  private  and  professional  reputation,  the  utmost 
“respect  is  due  from,  and  I am  happy  to  say  has  been  rendered,  by  the  medical  profession 
“ of  the  district  ?” — It  is. 

498.  That  is  dated  I see,  the  13th  of  September,  1853  ; did  3mu  accept  that  on  the 
Tuesday  as  an  evidence  of  the  approbation,  by  Dr.  Robinson  at  least,  of  yom-  previous 
exertions  in  respect  of  that  outbreak  ? — I put  that  interpretation  upon  those  words. 


499.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  anything  further  to  observe  with  reference  to  the  further 
allegation  as  to  the  tardiness  and  inefficiency  with  which  the  house-to-house  visitation 
was  carried  out  ? — I may  repeat  what  I stated  yesterday,  that  on  the  first  occasion  when 
I communicated  with  the  guardians — on  tlie  Saturday  evening  of  my  arrival — the  medical 
officers  who  were  present  were  consulting  as  to  the  requirements  that  they  thought  were 
befitting  to  carry  out  an  efficient  system  of  house-to-house  visitation.  I was  a stranger 
to  Newcastle  at  the  time.  I had  once  been  here  for  half  a day  or  something  of  that  sort ; 
but  was  really  a stranger  to  the  town  in  its  general  extent,  and  to  the  requirements  that 
might  be  necessary.  When  the  medical  officers  attended  the  guardians  at  seven  o’clock 
in  the  evening  of  September  the  10th,  a discussion  arose  as  to  the  amount  of  assistance 
which  was  then  required,  and  the  conclusion  was,  that  sixteen  medical  students  should  be 
obtained  to  carry  out  the  house-to-house  visitation  system,  and  that  the  medical  officers 
should  receive  a certain  number  of  gentlemen  in  practice  to  assist  them  in  attending  to  the 
cases  of  developed  cholera  ; and  I may  state  that  every  evening  it  was  my  practice,  when 
the  medical  officers  were  present,  to  put  to  every  gentleman  when  I saw  him,  and  to 
every  medical  officer,  the  question,  what  extra  assistance  of  any  kind  was  required  to 
meet  the  epidemic.  Various  requirements  were  made  by  those  gentlemen.  I took  notes 
of  them  and  submitted  them  to  the  guardians ; and  in  all  instances,  without  an  exception, 
as  I now  remember,  all  the  requirements  of  the  medical  officers  for  extra  medical  assistance 
were  granted  by  the  guardians.  There  was  considerable  delay,  as  I stated  yesterday,  and 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  sixteen  medical  students.  Mr.  Newton,  I know,  was 
able  to  supply  himself  almost  immediately,  and  probably  the  very  first  day,  but  there  was 
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great  difficulty  iu  obtaining  the  other  medical  students.  1 urged  repeatedly  upon  all  parties 
tliat  spoke  to  me  about  them  the  necessity  of  having  these  students  brought  in  at  once, 
for  several  of  them  were  in  the  country  ; I urged  that  they  should  be  sent  for ; that 
messengers  should  be  dispatched  to  fetch  them  ; and  it  did  not  rest  with  me  but  with  the 
guardians,  with  the  assistance  of  the  medical  officers  and  those  who  furnished  the  names 
of  the  medical  students,  to  obtain  them.  I made  repeated  representations  of  the  great 
necessity  of  obtaining  these  medical  visitors  instantly  ; but  I considered  that  those  gentle- 
men who  furnished  the  list  of  the  medical  students  connected  with  the  schools  of  the  town 
were  the  parties  who  ought  to  obtain  them  ; for  the  students  that  were  to  be  obtained, 
and  their  names  and  addresses  and  all  about  them,  were  utterly  unknown  to  me. 

500.  Speaking  generally  with  reference  to  the  organization  of  the  house-to-house  visi- 
tation system,  did  you,  and  did  the  board  of  gnardians  as  far  as  you  know,  use  your  and 
their  best  endeavours  to  organize  that  system  as  fast  and  as  efficiently  as  you  could  ? — Yes  ; 
I mentioned  yesterday  that  I telegraphed  to  London  to  have  the  addresses  of  students 
there  obtained — to  meet  the  case  of  this  town  being  unable  to  supply  itself  from  its  own 
schools,  if  that  should  happen.  I also  telegraphed  Dr,  Christison,  in  Edinburgh,  to 
inquire  about  medical  students ; but  they  were  not  to  be  obtained  there.  I took  every 
possible  means  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  these  medical  students,  and  to  organize  the 
system  as  fast  as  possible. 

501.  {To  Mr.  JTeivton.)  Are  you  aware  that  ilr.  Grainger  not  only  suggested,  or  endorsed 
the  sugge.stion  of,  the  organization  of  a house-to-house  visitation  system,  but  that  he 
specially  suggested  one  detail  of  it,  on  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  which  he  had 
reported  in  Ib-li);  namely,  as  to  the  visiting  of  the  working  men  at  their  own  abodes 
in  the  morning,  before  they  went  to  their  work,  and  in  the  evening  after  their  return 
from  it  ? — I am  aware  that,  several  days  before  Mr.  Grainger  came,  I suggested 
house-to-house  visitation,  and  it  was  agreed  to  be  carried  out  upon  my  suggestion. 
With  reference  to  the  suggestion  ascribed  to  Mr.  Grainger,  about  visiting  the  working 
clas.ses  before  they  went  out  and  after  they  came  in,  I believe  that  was  the  result  of  a 
conversation  between  Mr.  Grainger  and  myself;  but  we  agreed  that  that  was  the  best 
time  Avhen  they  ought  to  be  visited. 

502.  {Mr.  Simon.)  .Sup[»osing  that  were  exactly  so,  it  would  probably,  in  your  opinion, 
indicate  that  Mr.  Grainger  was  willing  to  receive  suggestions  Avhich  might  render  the 
.system  of  visitation  as  efficient  as  jiossible  ? — I have  no  doubt  l\lr.  Grainger’s  intentions 
were  good.  I do  not  question  his  intentions  at  all. 

Mr.  Grainger:  Further,  I wish  to  state  that  as  soon  as  any  medical  students  were 
obtained,  1 called  them  together,  and  had  a .special  interview  with  them,  giving  them 
expre.ss  instructions  as  to  their  mode  of  procedure ; that  a visitore’  return,  or  proper 
form  in  blank,  was  printed  and  given  to  the  visitors,  in  order  that  the  guardians  might 
know  the  exact  ])iogre.ss  of  the  disease  from  day  to  day;  but  that— and  mainly,  I 
believ'C,  in  consequence  of  the  immense  pressure  to  which  the  medical  officers  and 
everybody  else  engaged  in  this  visitation  were  subject  day  by  day — there  was  the  gi’eatest 
difliculty  in  getting  those  blank  returns  tilled  up,  and  scraps  of  pa])cr  frequently  were 
brought  in,  which  introduced  some  confu.sion  ; but  all  those  returns  and  plans  were 
devised  by  me.  1 also  think  it  right  to  state  that  I have  not  the  least  wish  to  detract 
from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Newton  or  any  other  gentleman  ; but  still  lUr.  Newton’s 
suggestions  to  the  board  of  guardians  for  the  treatment  of  cholera,  which  I have  seen 
in  the  Nevjcastle  Journal  of  the  lOth  Septcndier,  and  which  I think  perfectly  excellent 
and  sound,  are  simply,  I must  say,  the  measures  which  have  for  years  been  advocated  and 
practi.sed  by  the  Hoard  of  Health  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ; and  I may  state,  in 
the  ])resence  of  the  medical  gentlemen  in  this  room,  that  the  very  term  of  house-to-house 
visitation  originated  solely  and  entirely  from  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  iu  1 849, 
for  the  term  was  not  known  in  the  English  language  before,  or  iu  the  dictionary  of  medicine. 

Mr.  Newton : I must  correct  Mr.  Grainger.  House-to-hou.se  visitation  had  its  origin 
with  a gentleman  in  Newcastle  in  18.92. 

50.3.  Chairman  {to  Mr.  Grainger.)  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  your  stay  here, 
between  the  lOth  and  the  19th  of  September,  in  any  way  oppose  or  dfscountenance, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  calling  together  of  the  medical  profession  as  a body,  or  any 
number  of  tliem  ? — In  no  degree  whatever;  I solicited  their  opinions  in  every  way.  I 
remained  at  the  liotel  at  certain  hours  expressly  to  sec  them.  Bodies  of  them  came,  the 
medical  officers  and  so  forth  ; .and  I never  opposed  the  calling  together  of  the  medical 
men  of  this  town  in  .any  way. 

504.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add  with  reference  to  the  providing  of  cholera 
hospitals  for  the  sick? — 1 did  not  expressly  recommend  the  formation  of  cholera 
hos])itals,  and  my  reason  for  not  doing  so  was  the  experience  obtained  in  Germany,  and 
particularly  in  this  country  in  1849,  as  to  the  extreme  evil  of  cholera  ho.spitals  ; indeed, 
before  the  cholera  became  c])idemic  iu  1849,  the  Board  of  Health,  upon  the  information 
they  had  obtained  from  various  sources,  stated  that  the  establishment  of  cholera  hospitals 
w>is  not  successful.  I find  that,  out  of  5,1  (18  cases  of  cholera  treated  at  home,  the  deaths 
were  1,909,  or  :3Gd)  per  cent.;  while,  out  of  2,040  cases  treated  iji  ho.spitals,  the  deaths 
were  no  less  th.an  1,099,  or  5.3  per  cent.,  making  a difference  of  Kid  per  cent,  in  favour 
of  home  trc.atrneut,  which,  in  the  whole  of  the  hospital  cases,  would  amount  to  a saving 
of  about  345  lives.  Now  that  is  the  result  of  the  experience  of  Glasgow  and  Liverpool 
in  the  epidemic  of  1849.  But  even  before  this  experience  had  been  obtained,  the  Board 
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of  Health  had  liad  experience,  which  led  them  to  state  that  the  establishment  of  cholera 
hospitals  was  not  successful. 

Mr.  Simo)i : Without  at  all  impugning  your  right  and  duty  to  form  your  own 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and  to  act  upon  that  opinion,  I would  ask  you  whether  that 
difference  of  mortality  in  hospitals  and  out  of  hospitals  may  not,  perhaps,  have  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  the  more  advanced  and  worst  cases  chiefly  were  sent  to  hospitals  ? — 
That  may  partly  account  for  it ; but  facts  are  given  which  show  that  the  mortality 
greatly  depended  upon  the  distance  to  which  the  patients  were  transported,  for  the 
experience  of  both  Liverpool  and  Glasgow,  and  particularly  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Duncan,  of  Liverpool,  shows  the  effect  of  distance  in  increasing  the  mortality.  Here  is 
a table  of  three  cholera  hospitals  in  Liverpool,  at  different  distances  from  the  infected 
districts,  with  the  results. 

505.  (Chairman.)  Axe  you  reading  from  a report  by  Dr.  Sutherland  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  on  epidemic  cholera,  published  in  1850  ? — I am — page  128. 

506.  These  are  points  which  influenced  your  judgment  ? — They  are;  there  is,  first  of 
.all,  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Sutherland  upon  the  effect  of  distance.  The  effect  of  distance  in 
the  cases  of  patients  carried  to  hospitals  has  been  made  the  subject  of  statistical  inquiry. 

507.  Those  are  the  materials,  or  part  of  the  materials,  on  which  you  formed  your  judg- 
ment that  it  was  not  adHsable,  in  all  cases  at  all  events,  to  suggest  cholera  hospitals  ? — 
Yes.  Will  you  allow  me  also  to  say  that  I do  not  find,  first  of  all,  in  Mr.  Newton’s 
recommendations  to  the  board  of  guardians  in  the  Newcastle  Journal  of  the  10th  Sep- 
tember, that  he  ever  recommended  hospitals ; and  no  medical  officer,  or  other  person,  ever 
at  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  guardians  stated  or  advanced  the  necessity  of  an 
hospital  being  provided — to  my  recollection,  at  least. 

508.  It  is  complained  that  the  Board  of  Health  and  their  officers  destroyed  the  self- 
reliance  of  the  medical  profession  here,  and  prevented  them  from  taking  the  matter  up, 
and  did  not,  on  their  own  part,  institute  such  measures  as  the  crisis  needed.  In  answer 
to  that  would  you  wish  to  say  anything  ? — I must  say,  in  answer  to  one  thing,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  assistance  to  the  poor  having  been  carried  out  by  strangers,  that  in  the  middle 
of  the  week,  on  the  Wednesday  or  Thursday  of  my  stay  here,  the  guardians  gave  a carte 
blanche  to  the  medical  officers  to  employ  any  medical  men  that  they  thought  proper  ; and 
that  no  strangers  whatsoever  were  employed,  until  after  I left  the  town,  that  I am  aware 
of  There  was  not  one  employed  under  me. 

509.  I remember  that  yesterday  Mr.  Bayne,  as  well  as  Mr.  Newton  to-day,  seemed  to 
complain  that  the  services  which  the  junior  practitioners  of  the  town  might  have  rendered 
were  over-looked,  at  a moment  when  people  were  going  to  a distance  to  get  medical 
attendants.  How  is  that  ? Did  not  the  board  of  guardians  employ  any  junior  prac- 
titioners from  the  district  here  ? — I do  not  know  who  they  were,  but  on  the  first  night  of 
my  attendance  there  were  six  or  eight  extra  practitioners  appointed  altogether. 

510.  Besident  practitioners? — Besident  medical  practitioners,  as  I understood. 

511.  (Mr.  Simon)  Is  it  in  any  degree  a principle  with  the  Board  of  Health 
under  circumstances  of  this  nature,  to  prefer  elder  medical  students,  or  persons  not  locally 
in  practice,  to  those  that  are  actually  engaged  in  practice  in  the  locality  ? — The  general 
custom  has  been  to  employ  senior  students  for  the  house-to-house  visitation.  It  is  con- 
sidered that  they  can  give  up  a larger  amount  of  their  time  to  it ; that  is  the  view  of  the 
Board  of  Health  ; and  that  the  general  practitioners  of  the  town  should  be  appointed  by 
the  guardians  to  attend  the  serious  cases  of  developed  cholera, — the  medical  students  acting 
under  the  direction  of  each  medical  officer  in  his  district,  for  the  pimpose  of  discovering, 
by  house-to-house  visitation,  the  incipient  cases  of  premonitory  diarrhoea. 

512.  (Chairman)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  wish  to  make  any  further 
observations  ? — I think  it  is  still  due  to  myself,  as  so  many  allegations  have  been  made 
against  me  by  certain  medical  gentlemen  of  this  town,  to  refer  once  more  to  this  paper — 
the  Neuvastle  Journal  of  September  17th — Dr.  Bobinson,  for  instance,  has  made  various 
allegations  against  me  for  inefficiency,  and  so  forth.  Now  I put  in  one  letter  yesterday, 
addressed  by  Dr.  Bobinson  to  the  Mayor  of  Newcastle,  dated  September  13th,  and  which 
seemed  to  express  approbation  of  my  endeavours  ; and  now  I find  here  that,  at  a meeting  of 
the  board  of  guardians,  on  Wednesday  the  14th,  Dr.  Bobinson  observed  “ that  he  coincided 
“ with  aU  that  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Grainger,  and  that  the  medical  profession  were  much 
“ indebted  to  him  for  the  valuable  services  he  had  rendered  them  since  his  arrival.”  That 
was  on  Wednesday  the  14th,  when  the  whole  of  the  measures  which  I had  recommended 
were  being  carried  out,  as  far  as  they  could  be ; and  what  I can  have  done  to  forfeit 
Dr.  Bobinson’s  good  opinion,  between  the  Wednesday  when  Dr.  Bobinson  thus  said  that 
the  medical  profession  of  Newcastle  were  much  indebted  to  me  for  my  valuable  services, 
and  the  Saturday,  when  I introduced  Dr.  Gavin,  and  handed  over  the  whole  management 
of  the  affair  to  him,  is  still,  I must  say,  an  entire  mystery  to  me.  I will,  however,  put  in 
that  newspaper,  if  you  will  allow  me.  Whether  it  is  true  or  not  I cannot  say,  but  I find 
it  so  reported. 

513.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstance  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Gibb,  of  your  having  stated  that 
you  were  anxious  to  call  together,  not  so  much  the  medical  profession  at  large  as  the  medical 
parochial  officers  ? — I have  not  the  least  doubt  that  Mr.  Gibb  has  given  a perfectly  accurate 
statement  of  what  took  place.  The  only  point  that  I recollected  yesterday,  when  the  subject 
of  a meeting  of  the  profession  was  mentioned  to  me.  was  this — that  I received  an  invitation 
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from  the  Pathological  Society,  of  which  Air.  Gibb  is  .secretary,  to  attend  a meeting  on 
Thursday,  the  lotli.  It  was  fixed  at  a time  when  tlie  guardians  met ; and  pi’obably  Air. 
Gibb  lias  got  the  letter  that  I then  sent,  but  it  was  to  this  effect : that  the  guardians  met 
the  same  evening,  and  that  I must  attend  there  ; that  my  duties  called  me  to  .see  them  ; 
but  that  if  the  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society  had  not  taken  place  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  guardians,  I .should  have  been  glad  to  have  met  my  profe.ssional  brethren 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society,  and  .should  have  gone. 

.511.  Aly  question  had  no  reference  to  anything  on  the  loth,  but  to  the  interview 
between  yourself  and  Air.  Gibb,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Gavin,  on  Sunday  the  18th.  Do 
you  remember  the  circum.stance  to  M'hicli  Air.  Gibb  has  alluded,  namely — that  you  in 
connection  with  Dr.  Gavin,  stated,  that  you  did  not  so  much  wish  to  call  the  medical 
profession  as  a body  together,  as  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  parochial  officers 
— I do  not  recollect  that,  but  I have  no  doubt  it  was  so,  and  that  1 gave  that  answer.  I 
may  not  have  thought  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  were  at  that  time  par- 
ticularly called  upon  to  meet  the  whole  body  of  the  profession  in  the  toMui.  Aly  view  may 
have  been  this  ; that  1 had  already  had  communications  with  a large  body  of  physicians 
and  surgeons ; that  many  of  them  had  attended  at  the  meetings  of  the  guardians ; and 
that  the  views  of  the  metlical  gentlemen  of  the  town  had  been  sufficiently  consulted  on 
tho.se  occasions.  If,  however,  they  had  called  a meeting  together,  I should  have  been  very 
happy  to  have  attended  it. 

01.5.  (I/r.  Simon.)  But  you  did  not  consider  it  your  duty  to  take  the  initiative  in 
calling  such  a meeting  ? — Certainly  not. 

51().  {Chairman.)  Did  you  find  any  particular  difficulty  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties 
here,  greater  than  under  similar  or  analogous  circum.stances  you  have  experienced  in  other 
places  ? — I certainly  did,  very  considerable  difficulties,  peculiar  to  this  town. 

517.  That  had  some  influence  probably  on  your  disinclination  to  call  together  the 
medical  profession  ? — I cannot  charge  my  memory  at  this  time  that  it  did ; but  there 
were  various  most  difficult  points  and  delicate  j)oints  to  deal  ndth  in  reference  to 
the  medical  pi'ofession  in  the  toMui  ; from  circum.stances  Mhich,  I believe,  are  tolerably 
well  known  to  the  ])rofession,  conflicting  opinions  between  different  parties  of  the  medical 
pi'ofe.ssion  here,  so  that  it  might  have  been  very  difficult  to  get  them  to  act  in  harmony 
and  with  common  consent.  And  in  proof  of  that,  I think  I ought  to  sa\',  that  when  1 
recommended  to  the  guardians  that  they  should  appoint  .some  gentleman  of  the  town,  in 
whom  they  had  confidence,  to  superintend  certain  measures,  I should  have  liked  to 
have  recommended  one  gentleman  in  particular,  who,  1 thought,  had  great  knowledge  on 
the  subject,  but  1 really  was  deterred  from  doing  so  because  1 knew  that  1 should  thereb}' 
give  offence  to  other  medical  gentlemen,  OM’ing  to  the  division  of  opinion  in  the  town. 

518.  Did  the  difficulties  which  you  thus  experienced  tend  to  impede  you  in  the 
energetic  discharge  of  your  duties? — 1 wanted  medical  assistance  to  lie  obtained,  which 
1 think  might  have  been  obtained  more  promptly  but  for  tho.se  difficulties. 

519.  Suppo.sing  the  unu.sual  circum.stances  alluded  to  had  not  been  in  operation,  do 
you  think  that  you  could  have  discharged  those  duties  \vith  greater  ease  and  greater 
energy  ? — It  is  jirobable,  from  what  1 saw  ; and,  in  fiict,  if  1 were  to  state  the  numei’ous 
communications  of  various  .sorts  that  I received  from  diflerent  medical  gentlemen  in  this 
toAvn,  1 think  it  would  be  perceive«l  that  1 was  in  a very  difficult  position  in  acting 
between  them. 

520.  I am  recpiested  to  a.sk  you  whether  any  special  or  pi^culiar  obstacles  were  thrown 
in  your  way  by  the  gentlemen  M’ho  have  brouglit  the  charges  against  the  Board  of 
Health  or  its  officers? — 1 do  not  know  who  tho.se  gentlemen  are  altogether.  There 
were  coirstant  communications  made  to  me  I>y  medical  gentlemen  here  of  different 
opinions  and  views  with  reference  to  each  other.  It  place<l  me  in  a very  ])ainful 
position  ; for  instance — it  was  a point  of  great  importance  to  obtain  as  speedily  as 
jiossible  the  medical  students  who  were  to  act  in  tlie  town,  and  1 found  that  one 
considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  them  arose  in  con.seipience  of  their  having  to  be 
obtained  from  the  two  conflicting  medical  scliools  of  this  town. 

521.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  communications  to  which  you  allude? — They  were 
opinions  which  w’cre,  expn;.s.sed  to  me,  but  it  is  a very  di.sagreeable  thing  to  mention 
them. 

522.  W'^hat  sort  of  ojiinions,  and  on  what  points  ? — There  were  conflicting  opinions 
expressed  of  several  medical  gentlemen. 

523.  Were  they  opinions  respecting  pei-sons  ? — Persons  entirely. 

521.  {i\fr.  Simon.)  Depreciatory  expressions,  used  by  one  .set  of  per.sons  relatively  to 
another  .set  of  jiersons  ? — If  1 am  pre.ssed,  1 must  say  they  were. 

525.  (Cha irman.)  Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  individuals  Avho  expressed  to  you 
any  .such  depreciatory  opinions  of  any  others;  and  of  the  times  and  places  where  those 
depreciatory  opinions  were  expre.ssed  ? — 1 would  not  charge  my  memory  at  this  time 
with  what  any  one  individual  said  of  any  other  individual,  for  1 might  confu.se  names 
together,  a number  of  the  gentlemen  being  utter  strangers  to  me.  Hut  the  main  fact 
wliich  1 state  to  you  1 state  on  oath,  vi/.,  that  such  communications  were  nuule. 

52fi.  Mr.  Potter  wi.shes,  if  po.ssible,  to  refresh  your  memory  on  this  subject,  with 
reference  to  certain  individuals.  Do  you  recollect,  or  can  you  at  this  moment  charge 
your  memory  to  the  effect,  that  either  Dr.  Robin.son,  Mr.  Furness,  Air.  Potter,  or  Sir 
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i?.  D.  Grainger,  John  Fife  ever  expressed  any  such  depreciatory  opinions  of  any  other  members  of  the 
Esq.  profession  ? — I do  not  recollect  any  of  those  gentlemen  doing-  so. 

527.  Can  you  recollect  that  any  members  of  the  sanitary  committee,  then  existing-  in 

20th  Jan.  1854.  town,  at  any  time  expressed  any  such  depreciatory  opinions  of  any  other  members  ol 

^ " the  profession  ? — Certainly  not. 

528.  Or  did  they  make  any  recommendation  to  you  not  to  call  together  the  profession? 
— I have  no  recollection  that  they  did.  With  reference  to  my  connexion  with  the 
profession,  there  was  another  circumstance,  which  seemed  to  me  to  give  the  gentlemen  of 
the  profession  facilities  for  making  communications  to  me.  Dr.  Headlam  was  the 
chairman  of  the  conunittee  to  which  you  have  alluded,  and  I was  in  frequent  communi- 
cation with  him  as  chairman  of  that  joint  committee,  so  that  they  all  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  then-  views,  either  through  him,  or  else  personally  at  the  meetings  of  the 
board  of  guardians. 

529.  Did  you  in  the  exercise  of  your  discretion  suggest  that  expense  was  an  objection 
to  employing  the  junior  medical  practitioners  of  the  town  ? — I think  it  is  very  possible 
that,  knowing-  the  painful  discussions  which  had  arisen  at  the  end  of  previous  epidemics 
between  many  of  the  medical  men  and  the  guardians  in  many  tovms  of  England  with 
reference  to  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  relief  given  in  cholera,  I might  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  guardians  to  the  fact  that  they  must  at  all  events  consider  the  question  of 
expense,  and  that  the  proposal  alluded  to  might  resolve  itself  ultimately  into  a general 
employment  of  the  whole  body  of  the  medical  gentlemen  in  the  town,  without  any  previous 
arrangement  about  expenses  and  so  forth. 

5.30.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Will  you  now  look  at  that  statement  of  the  Registrar-General’s — 
at  the  top  line  of  it.  Do  those  figures  represent  high  rates  of  mortality? — Very 
high  rates. 

531.  {Chairman)  You  find  three  years  in  which  the  mortality  exceeds  30  per  1000  ? — ■ 
Three  years,  excluding  1853. 

532.  {Mr.  Simon.)  In  this  country  should  you  not  look  upon  a death  rate  of  30  in 
1000  as  almost  a pestilent  death  rate? — It  is  a very  high  rate  of  mortality,  and  indicative 
of  a large  amount  of  epidemic  and  zymotic  diseases. 

533.  There  is  one  year,  I think,  where  it  stands  at  36  and  a decimal  ? — Yes,  1846,  that 
is  very  high  indeed. 

534.  In  the  last  year  it  stands  at  43  and  a decimal  ? — 43'3. 

535.  Does  your  experience  of  death  rates  in  England  tell  you  of  many  cases  of  a 
population  of  this  extent  having  a death  rate  of  that  amount  for  a year? — Not  certainly 
for  so  large  a mass  of  population  as  89,000. 

536.  What  inference  should  you  draw  from  that  table  as  to  the  condition  of  human 
life  in  Newcastle  ? — I should  infer,  as  what  may  be  called  the  natural  mortality  among 
mankind  is  very  fixed  and  not  uncertain,  that  this  great  excess  of  mortality  must  be 
dependent  upon  unnatural  causes  of  unhealthiness,  as  they  may  be  called — on  epidemic 
diseases,  which  may  be  prevented. 

537.  The  Registrar-General,  in  having  that  table  prepared  for  us,  has  appended,  you 
will  observe,  to  the  line  of  general  death  rate,  a second  line,  in  which  he  specifies  the 
rates  at  which  the  population  has  died  from  zymotic  diseases  ? — Yes,  for  a certain  number 
of  years. 

538.  Speaking  in  round  numbers,  should  you  think  that  that  line  would  express  the 
proportion  of  preventible  deaths ; or  that  it  would  bear  any  ratio  to  the  proportion  of 
preventible  deaths  ? — A very  near  approximation,  because  it  seems  to  me,  from  my 
experience,  that  where  the  best  sanitary  arrangements  are  carried  out,  diseases  of  the 
zymotic  class  are,  to  a very  great  extent,  capable  of  being  eradicated. 

539.  {Chairman)  When  you  say  that  you  should  consider  the  class  of  zymotic  deaths 
to  be  nearly  preventible,  what  public  institutions,  or  what  instances  would  you  allege  in 
support  of  that  opinion  ? — The  best  instance  that  I know  of  our  capability  of  controUing 
zymotic  diseases  as  regards  any  numbers  of  people,  is  the  model  lodging-houses,  in  London, 
which  I have  had  occasion  repeatedly  to  examine ; and  where  the  zymotic  deaths  are 
almost  reduced  to  nothing  among  a population  of  about  1,600  or  1,700  people. 

540.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Of  all  ages? — Of  all  ages,  and  particularly  with  a very  large 
proportion  of  children. 

541.  {Chairman.)  Is  it  also  a fact,  known  to  you  as  a sanitary  ofiicer,  that,  whereas 
typhus  and  some  other  such  diseases  used  at  one  time  to  prevail  very  extensively  in  union 
workhouses  and  prisons  and  so  on,  those  diseases  have  been  practically  eradicated  from 
the  better  regulated  among  those  public  institutions  ? — Yes,  that  is  a fact  also. 

542.  Would  you  not,  as  a sanitary  officer,  consider  that  the  presence  of  typhus,  or  any 
such  form  of  zymotic  disease  to  any  considerable  extent  in  a union  workhouse,  in  a 
prison,  or  in  any  other  public  institution  of  that  kind,  implied  a negligence  of  sanitary 
precautions  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  those  institutions? — I should  say,  at  aU 
events,  it  indicated  the  existence  of  removable  causes  of  disease  ; and  if  there  are 
authorities  charged  with  the  removal  of  those  causes,  it  would  imply  neglect  on  their 
part. 

543.  {Mr.  Simon).  It  would  be  your  general  impression,  from  looking  over  that  paper, 
that  there  has  prevailed  in  Newcastle,  for  a series  of  yeai’s,  a considerable  amount  of 
preventible  disease  ?— -Yes. 
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">4'4.  Have  you,  in  your  visitation  of  ditierent  districts  of  Newcastle,  seen  with  your 
own  eyes  any  pliysical  conditions  surrounding  tlie  population  there,  that  would  in  your 
judgment  account  for  that  high  zymotic  mortality  ? — 1 have. 

o4-3.  Will  you  mention  those  conditions  ? — The  most  serious  evil  that  I witnessed  in 
the  inspections  which  I made  of  Newcastle  Avas  the  excessive  overcrowding.  That 
seemed  to  me  to  be  the  most  serious  sanitary  evil.  It  had  extended  to  a great  degree  ; 
and  had  been  exa.sperated,  as  I understood,  shortly  before  niy  arrival  by  a new  influx  ot 
Irish. 

546.  Perhaps  it  would  save  you  time  if  you  were  briefly  to  mention  the  districts  of  the 
town  with  which  you  are  most  familiar? — I may  say  I am  most  familiar  Avith  Santlgate. 
I visited  some  other  parts  Avith  ]\Ir.  NeAvton,  but  I do  not  knoAV  their  names.  I knoAV 
Sandgate — I went  into  a considerable  number  of  jdaces  there. 

547.  And  in  that  district  you  found  to  a considerable  extent  the  prevalence  of  over- 
croAvding  ? — Yes,  in  the  houses  that  I Avent  into  ; but  I sjiav  the  Avorst  specimens  of  over- 
croAvding  with  the  inspector  of  nuisance.s. 

548.  In  the  same  district  ? — That  Ava.s  in  Sandg.'ite. 

549.  Will  you  illustrate  the  kind  of  overcroAvding  that  prevailed  ? — One  fiict  Avas 
mentioned  to  me  by  Mr.  NeAvton,  of  tAventy  or  tAventy-five  persons  being  in  one  room 
as  I remember,  12  feet  by  15  feet. 

550.  But  Ave  Avould  rather  get  your  evidence  as  to  Avhat  you  yourself  saAv  ; and  par- 
ticularly as  to  whether  you  found  .single  rooms  ansAvering  the  purpose  of  a house  to 
entire  families  ? — Certaiidy. 

551.  Whether  also  you  found  any  rooms  occupied  by  families,  in  Avhich  corners  of  the 
rooms  were  sub-let  to  other  families,  and  so  forth  ? — Yes,  I suav  that,  in  one  room 
particularly,  where  a man  Avas  lying  on  the  floor,  dying  of  some  chronic  disease,  and 
Avhere  the  room  was  full,  so  to  speak,  of  men,  Avomen,  and  children  besides. 

552.  {Chairman.)  Members  of  more  than  one  family  ? — Members  of  more  than  one 
family — that  I saw  rejieated  instances  of 

55:1.  (d/r.  Simon.)  Did  you  find  as  a frequent  thing,  in  these  croAvded  room.s,  that  the 
atmosphere  Avas  offen.siv'e  ? — Highly  offensive. 

554.  Are  you  acquainted  Avith  the  arrangements  in  that  locality  for  the  neces.sities  of 
the  population  in  regard  to  their  evacuations  ? — I saAV  that  they  Avere  most  defective  — 
nothin':  can  be  conceiA'cd  more  defective. 

555.  Did  you  see  evidence,  as  you  Avent  round,  of  defective  priA'y  accommodation  ? — In 
every  direction. 

556.  Did  you  .see  excrement  extensively  scattered  about  on  the  pavements? — I saAv  it 
repeatedly  on  the  pavements  and  on  the  grating.s. 

557.  Did  you  in  tlie  dAvclling-rooms,  inhabited  in  the  manner  you  haA’e  described,  see 
that  the  excrements  of  persons  Avere  contained  in  Avhat  are  hei-e  called  “kits” — iji  tubs, 
and  in  vessels  of  various  kinds — till  a convenient  time  arrived  for  discharging  tliem  on  to 
the  ])avement  ? — They  Avere  pointed  out  to  me  in  going  througli  the  rooms  and  j)a.s.sages. 

558.  {Chairnuui.)  You  saw  them  rei)catedly  ? — I saw  them  in  many  instances;  1 
connot  charge  my  memory  Avith  the  number. 

55!).  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  believe  that  the  presence  of  matters  of  that  kind  for  .some 
hours  in  dwelling-rooms  Avould  be  detrimental  to  health  ? — Mo.st  pernicious  ; and  I wish 
briefly  to  stab;  in  proof  of  that,  that  cholera  and  fever  particularly  jneA'ail  in  homses  next 
to  privies,  and  OA’er  them,  in  j)reference  to  other  hou.ses  in  the  same  alleys  and  courts. 

560.  Would  it  be  an  oA'er-statement  in  respect  to  such  districts  a.s  you  de.scribe — and  I 
will  take  particularly  the  di.strict  of  Sandgate — Avould  it  Ite  an  over  statement,  in  respect 
of  the  inner  (hvellings  in  the  enclo.sed  ])art  of  Sandgate,  to  say  that  the  inhabitants  then* 
are  constantly  in  an  atmo.sphere  of  their  oAvn  excrements  ? — I believe  they  are. 

5(il.  Do  you  believe  that  that  condition  of  their  atmosphere  would  liaA-e  exerb'd  :in 
ap[)reciable  influence  on  the  preA’alence  of  cholera  in  that  locality  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

562.  Do  you  bellev'e  that  an  atmo.sj)here  of  the  kind  Avhich  you  have  described  is  com- 
patible Avith  health  ? — No,  I do  not  ; it  is  not  compatible  with  health. 

568.  It  has  been  represented  to  us,  that  in  some  of  the  higher  districts  of  tlie  tovvn 

in  some  of  the  better  conditioned  houses — cholera  has  jirevailed  Avith  some  severity  ; and 
although  Ave  have  not  yet  collected  full  evidence  on  this  jioint,  it  seems  probable  from 
what  we  hear,  that  in  many  of  the.se  hou.ses  the  arrangement  for  the  matters  in  question 
is  not  that  of  water-closets,  by  Avhich  the  excrements  are  rapidly  carried  away  throu<>-h 
pipes  to  a distance  from  the  habitations,  but  of  open  jirivies  ; so  that  the  excremcntal 
matters  soak  more  or  le.ss  into  the  .soil,  and  accumulate  in  the  immediate  A'icinity  of  the 
dwellings.  Should  you  consider  this  an  arrangement  detrimental  to  health  ? — 1 )ecidedly  so. 

56  f.  Sup])ose  it  should  transpire  that  in  this  town  there  are  Avell  built  and  otherAvi.se 
well  conditioned  house.s,  in  tolerably  broad  streets,  inhabited  by  Avcalthy  jierson.s,  Avlierc; 

this  arrangement  prevails,  Avhere  at  the  backs  of  the  houses,  or  perhaps  in  their  cellars 

but  take  tlu!  moi'c  favourable  ca.se,  and  say  at  the  backs  of  the  hoases — there  are  open 
privies  of  this  kind  in  a roAv,  Avith  other  houses  beliind  them,  .so  as  to  confine  any  emana- 
tions which  may  arise  from  these  jirivies  ; Avould  it  surprise  you,  Avould  you  think  it 
unaccountable,  that  cholera  should  select  tho.se  houses  for  its  visitation  ? — No,  I sliould 
not  indeed. 
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56-5.  Should  you  cousider  tho.se  as  unwholesome  houses  in  respect  of  that  state  of  privy 
accommodation? — Yes,  I shovxld. 

566.  Will  any  diligence  of  the  housemaid  in  rubbing  the  floors,  or  in  maintaining  what 
is,  in  general  terms,  called  the  cleanliness  of  a house,  compensate  for  the  bad  influence  of 
such  a foecal  atmosphere  around  it? — Nothing  whatever. 

567.  A house  which  had  all  the  appearance  of  being  in  good  condition,  inhabited  by 
decent  people,  with  a proper  array  of  servants,  and  so  forth,  but  with  these  an-angements 
behind  it,  would  be  substantially  an  unwholesome  house,  and  one  likely  to  engender 
disease  ? — Ceibainly. 

568.  (Chairman.)  Supposing  we  take  the  case  of  an  almost  model  hou.se,  surrounded 
on  several  sides  by  bad  and  pestiferous  districts,  would  it  be  unaccountable  to  you,  in  a 
sanitary  point  of  view,  that  the  inmates  even  of  this  model  house  should  be  more  or  less 
affected  with  epidemic  disease  ? — Not  at  all.  Exactly  a similar  case  occurred  in  1849,  in 
a very  good,  well-built  row  of  houses  in  Kensington  paiish,  in  the  vicinity  of  a district 
called  the  Potterie.s,  where  a large  number  of  pigs  were  kept  in  a very  offensive  condition  ; 
so  that  the  smell  was  perceived  in  the  row  of  houses  to  which  I am  alluding ; and  when  the 
outbreak  of  cholera  occurred  in  tliat  row,  which  it  did  very  severely,  the  medical  men 
attributed  it  to  the  foul  air  thus  carried  thither  from  a distance. 

56.9.  Reverting  to  the  general  state  of  Sandgate,  when  you  visited  it,  would  you  be 
disposed  to  say  or  to  think  that  the  state  of  that  district,  as  you  saw  it,  would  naturally 
suggest  to  a person  acquainted  with  sanitary  matters  the  })robability  of  that  district 
being,  sooner  or  later,  visited  with  epidemic  disease  ? — Certainly ; it  presents  all  the 
characters  favourable  to  such  a result. 

570.  Could  you,  with  your  knowledge  as  to  the  sanitary  conditions  which  are  requisite 
for  healthy  existence,  resist  the  impression  which  such  a locality  would  make  upon  you 
as  to  the  inevitable  probability,  sooner  or  later,  of  some  virulent  epidemic  occurring 
there  ? — I could  not.  It  is  not  only  in  the  interior  that  the  want  of  all  sanitary 
arrangements  is  obvious,  but  the  houses  are  so  close  together.  I measured  one  passage, 
and  I think  the  width  was  between  three  and  four  feet. 

571.  l)o  you  think  there  is  any  record  of  any  such  locality  having  existed  in  such  a 
condition  for  any  length  of  time  without  having  been  virulently  affected  with  epidemic 
of  one  kind  or  another  ?. — No  ; I know  no  such  instance  ; and  I should  think  there  is  no 
such  place  but  what  would  be  habitually  affected  by  epidemic  disease. 

572.  Were  there  more  districts  than  Sandgate  in  such  a condition  as  to  suggest  that 
inevitable  probability  of  epidemics  ? — I have  seen  some  othei's  in  the  town,  but  I cannot 
distinguish  them  by  name — houses  against  the  banks  particularly. 

573.  (Mr.  Siraon.)  In  reference  to  c^-tain  cases  of  cholera  which  seem  to  have  occurred 
in  houses  of  the  better  class,  such  as  I adverted  to  before,  suppose  that  it  should  appear 
on  inquiry  that  those  houses  are  properly  furnished  with  water-closets,  and  with  all 
arrangements  foi'  carrying  away  the  excrements  produced  in  the  establishment,  and  that 
there  is  no  fault  to  be  found  with  their  individual  drainage  ; should  you  consider,  from 
the  generally  defective  state  of  Newcastle — in  respect,  first  of  all,  of  its  containing  such 
places  as  Sandgate  and  its  vicinity,  and,  secondly,  in  respect  of  the  common  prevalence 
of  open  privies,  even  in  the  better  parts  of  the  town — that  the  general  atmosphere  of  the 
place,  as  affected  by  these  influences,  was  capable  of  accounting  for  the  occurrence  of  cholera 
in  those  houses  that  themselves  might  present  no  particular  structural  defect  ? — I have  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  produce  isolated  cases  in  a moderate  attack  of  cholera  ; 
and  if  a great  epidemic  like  that  which  has  now  visited  Europe,  the  most  destructive 
attack  of  cholera  that  has  yet  occurred  in  Europe,  were  to  break  out  in  a town  as  it  did 
break  out  here  in  Newcastle,  the  general  malaria  to  which  you  allude  would  undoubtedly 
expose  persons  living  in  the  best  ventilated  and  best  drained  houses  in  this  town  to  the 
danger  of  an  attack  of  the  epidemic. 

574.  So  that  you  would  not  consider  such  cases  as  telling  against  the  general  doctrine 
that  filth  invites,  while  cleanliness  gives  immunity  against,  epidemic  disease  ? — Not  in  the 
least  degree. 

575.  Was  your  attention  directed  to  the  subject  of  the  water  supply  of  Newcastle  during 
your  stay  here  ? — It  was  repeatedly. 

576.  Had  you  occasion  to  examine  the  water  supplied  to  the  greater  part  of  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  by  the  Whittle  Dean  Company  ? — I did  not  examine  it  at  the  time,  nor 
have  I myself  examined  it  at  all ; but  this  I have  done  : I requested  Dr.  Gavin  to  have 
some  jars  of  water  taken  fi’om  the  Tyne,  at  the  same  state  of  the  tide,  and  the  same  locality, 
at  which  the  water  had  been  drawn  by  the  company,  previously  to,  and  partly  during  the 
outbreak  of  cholera ; and  1 can  state  that  that  water  was  examined  microscopically  by  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Rainey,  and  chemically  by  Dr.  Robert  Dundas  ihomjison. 

577.  While  you  were  making  your  investigations  in  this  town,  did  you  hear  complaints 
on  the  subject  of  the  water  supply  ? — Repeated  and  constant. 

578.  As  to  its  quality  or  quantity  ? — More  particularly  as  to  its  quality,  during  the  two 
months  preceding  the  outbreak  of  cholera.  At  least,  I will  say  from  July. 

579.  What  was  the  general  tenor  of  those  complaints  ? — The  fact  was  brought  before 
my  notice  on  the  occasion  of  my  urging  the  thorough  cleansing  out,  by  the  jet  and  hose, 
of  the  dirty  holes  and  corners  in  Sandgate.  I made  that  suggestion,  among  others,  to  the 
mayor  ; and  some  gentleman  present  said,  “ To-morrow,  then,  we  shall  drink  that  water 
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a^ain,  supplied  by  the  water  company.”  That  was  the  first  indication  I had  how  the  town 
was  supplied  with  water.  Then  after  that  there  were  repeated  communications  made,  and 
particularly  to  the  board  of  guardians,  with  reference  to  that  subject. 

.580.  Did  you  in  any  degree  verify  those  complaints  ? Did  you  in  any  rough  and  general 
way  examine  the  condition  of  the  water  ? Did  you  see  it  in  a glass  ? — No  ; I did  not  see 
the  water  myself  at  all,  excepting  at  the  hotel,  where  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  good  ; where  it 
came  from  1 do  not  know. 

581.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  do  not  know  whether  it  may  have  been  filtered  before  you 
received  it? — No,  I do  not. 

582.  {Ghaii'man.)  Supposing  that  it  should  hereafter  appear  that  the  water  was  turbid 
from  the  presence  of  a considerable  quantity  of  matter,  mechanically  diffused  throughout 
it,  in  the  form  of  floclcs  ; that  these  flocks  consisted  of  organic  forms,  similar  to  those  oi 
infusoiial  or  diatomaceous  beings  ; that  very  distinct  animacuhe,  or  vilirioues,  were  sporting 
about  in  great  numbers  through  this  water  ; and  that  the  weight  of  this  foreign  matter 
amounted  to  -1<'5  grains  in  a gallon  ; would  you  consider  that  such  water  was  de.sirable,  or 
the  contrary,  for  house  purpo.ses  ? — 1 should  think  it  most  undesirable  for  domestic 
purpo.ses. 

583.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Should  you  consider  that  the  presence  of  tlie  vibriones,  there  men- 
tioned, indicated  that  any  putrid  process  was  in  action  there  ? — 1 sliould  tliink  tliat  the 
presence  of  all  those  minute  microscopic  animals  there  indicated  also  the  presence  of  the 
food  upon  which  they  live,  which  is  known  to  be  matter  in  a state  of  decomposition. 

58-f.  Then  you  would  infer  from  the  })resence  of  the  vibriones,  and  the  other  low 
organized  forms  there,  that  decom])Osition  was  proceeding  in  that  water  ? — At  that  time. 
They  would  take  up  the  last  particles  of  organic  matter  before  it  passed  into  final  de- 
composition. 

585.  {Chairman.)  Shovdd  you  consider  that  7'1  grains  of  matter,  derived  from  organic 
sources,  in  a gallon  of  water,  was  a large  amount  ? — Certainly  it  is. 

58().  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  visited  several  districts  of  this  town  ? — Yes.  They  may  be 
called  sevei’al,  I tliink  ; but  1 am  sjieaking  now  rather  at  hazard,  becau.se  I do  not  kiiow 
the  exact  districts  and  divisions. 

587.  Did  you  put  yourself  under  other  guidance  than  ^Ir.  Newton’s  ? Did  you  go  with 
other  functionaries  of  the  town  ? — More  jiarticularly  with  Mr  Jenkins,  the  relieving  officer. 
That  I understand  is  the  same  district,  namely,  Mr.  Newton’s.  1 saw  some  districts  also 
with  Mr.  Gregson,  as  1 rememlier  now. 

588.  Was  the  condition  of  the  houses  which  you  visited  out  of  Sandgate,  in  the  other 
districts  to  which  you  allude,  a good  condition  ( — 1 saw  in  some  other  districts  some 
very  badly  constructed  houses  ; and  those  struck  me  as  the  worst  class  which  were  Imilt 
against  the  banks.  Those  1 saw  also  with  I)r.  Robin.son  in  1852. 

58!).  {Cfuiirraon.)  We  find  that  under  a local  act,  which  came  into  force  in  June 
1 846,  the  town  council  is  empowered  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  registering  of  lodging- 
hou.ses,  for  maintaining  cleanliness  therein,  and  for  keeping  them  in  a wholesome 
condition  ; to  lay  down  rules  for  cleamsing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings,  and  to 
fuscertain  and  fix  the  penalties  to  be  incurred  by  persons  for  the  breach  of  such  rules  and 
bye-laws.  Should  you  have  infen-(!d,  Ihjm  yo>n-  inspection  of  the  difterent  districts  of 
the  town,  that  a law  of  this  nature  had  been  in  operation  for  seven  years  pa.st  ? — I 
certainly  should  not  have  inferred  it. 

5!)0.  Should  you  have  inferred  that  it  had  been  actively  and  zealously  performed  ? — 
No,  1 cannot  say  that  1 .shovdd  have,  thought  so. 

591.  Did  you  ever  see  the  interiors  of  the  dwellings  throughout  so  large  a,  district  in 
so  bad  a condition  ? — Taking  the  whole  of  Sandgatt!,  with  a ])opulation,  as  1 am 
informed,  of  betwv;en  4,000  and  5,000,  1 do  not  recollect  any  e(jual  area  in  so  bad  a 
condition. 

592.  Of  which  the  interiors  generally  were  in  .so  filthy  and  unwholesome  a condition  ? 
Yes  ; and  with  such  a total  ab.sence  of  ])rivies. 

593.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  believe  that  any  amount  of  energy  on  the  j)art  of  the 
authorities,  amid  the  panic  of  an  epidemic,  can  conqvensate  for  the  ])revious  non-execution  of 
similar  duties  during  a long  ])eriod  of  time? — It  is  impossible,  I think. 

5!)4.  {Chairmav.) — You  alluded  just  now  to  the  question  of  banks.  Did  you  also 
pay  attention  to  the  systeni  of  house  construction,  which  prevails  in  Sandgate  and  in 
other  districts  ? — Yes. 

595.  Did  you  find,  as  a common  form  of  hou.se  construction  there,  that  rows  of  houses 
are  built  back  to  back,  with  de,c]t,  1 will  not  .say  alleys,  but  with  deep  chinks  between 
their  fronts  and  the  fronts  of  similar  double  rows  beside  them  ? — Yes,  I saw  that. 

596.  Suppo.sing  such  a mode  of  house  construction  to  |)revail  extensively  over  a 
district,  so  as  effectually  to  inqiede  all  thorovigh  ventihition,  and  to  insure  th.nt  the  walls  of 
the  greater  part,  of  the  habitations  shall  never  see  the  sun  nor  feel  the  wiml,  do  you 
conceive  it  jtossible,  by  any  regulations  of  sewering  or  of  internal  cleanline, ss,  to  maintain 
such  a district  In  a wholesome  and  healthy  condition  ? — I think  it  is  impossible. 

5!)7.  {Mr.  Simon.)  If  you  ha.d  had  to  imagine  death-rates  for  a.  ])opulation  .subsi.sting 
in  the  condition  in  which  you  ajvjvear  to  have  found  a large  portion  of  this  population 
subsisting,  would  those,  death  r/ites  have  accorded  pretty  nearly  with  the  very  high  death 
rate.s  which  the  Registrar-General’s  jvaper  discloses? — 1 can  (|uitc  conceive  that  thev 
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would  be  as  high  as  these.  I have  known  death  rates,  in  special  localities,  quite  as  high 
from  similar  causes. 

5.98.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  know  any  town  in  England  in  which  you  could  find  a 
district  at  all  approaching  in  area  to  that  of  Sandgate,  in  which  the  form  of  house 
construction  is  so  radically  bad  and  unwholesome  ? — I think  not.  I think  that  the 
courts  of  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  which  are  about  the  worst  I know,  are  decidedly 
wider  and  larger,  and  more  abundantly  supplied  with  privies. 

599.  Secondly,  as  to  the  construction  of  houses  in  what  are  here  termed  “banks” 
would  you  not  consider  that  the  building  of  a house  with  its  back  or  side  into  an 
undrained  and,  perhaps,  sewage-sodden  mass  of  earth,  was  a very  improper  mode  of 
construction  with  a view  to  the  public  health  ? — So  much  so,  that  I think  such  houses 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exist. 

600.  In  so  far,  I suppose,  you  would  consider  that  the  having  a house  built  into  a 
damp  and  unwholesome  bank  was  even  worse  than  having  it  built  up  against  the  back 
of  another  house  ? — Certainly,  owing  to  the  constant  soakage  into  the  walls  of  foul 
matter  from  the  higher  parts  above. 

601.  Did  you,  in  your  inspections  of  these  bank  districts,  see  any  evidences  of  the 
banks,  into  which  these  houses  are  built,  being  in  the  damp  and  unwholesome  state  to 
which  I allude  ? — Yes  ; I have  seen  the  walls  damp,  and  was  told  that  it  was  their 
constant  condition,  and  that  the  liquid  from  the  walls  sometimes  leaked  into  the  rooms 
after  heavy  rain. 

602.  When  you  speak  of  liquid  in  that  way  saturating  the  brick  work  and  appearing 
on  the  walls,  do  you  mean  simple  dampness,  or  something  worse  ? — I mean  the  liquid 
which  comes,  loaded  with  sewage  matter,  from  the  general  soakage  from  above.  I saw 
that  particularly  in  Tynemouth. 

60.3.  Let  us  keep  to  Newcastle.  Did  you,  in  your  personal  inspections,  see  enough  to 
induce  you  to  credit  the  information  thus  given  to  you,  as  to  the  walls  of  these  houses 
being  frequently  soaked  and  wet  with  dilute  foecal  matter  ? — I have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  all  sorts  of  foul  liquids  found  their  way  into  those  houses  at  times,  particularly  after 
heavy  rains. 

604.  Can  you  conceive  tho  co-existence  of  public  health,  in  any  width  of  the  term, 
with  such  a state  of  house  construction  and  house  walls  ? — I cannot  possibly.  That  is 
my  conviction. 

605.  I think  you  alluded,  in  general  terms,  to  the  fact  that  you  were  informed,  and 
had  reason  to  believe,  that  there  was  a gTeat  want  of  privies  in  these  districts  ? — Yes ; I 
saw  distinct  evidence  of  that. 

606.  I presume  that  want  of  such  accommodation  in  districts  of  any  considerable  size 
would,  in  your  opinion,  lead  to  an  inevitable  and  extensive  pollution  of  those  districts  ? 
— Inevitably  so  ; and  I found  it  so  in  going  round,  particularly  at  night,  with  Mr. 
Newton,  after  the  vessels  had  been  emptied  into  the  gutters,  and  particularly  on  to  the 
gratings,  where  the  stench  was  most  oppressive. 

607.  Yesterday,  I think,  in  specifying  the  causes  of  epidemic  visitations  here,  one  of 
the  medical  gentlemen  alluded  rather  pointedly  to  the  habits  of  the  population.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  conditions  of  privy  accommodation,  and  so  forth,  which  you  saw, 
do  you  conceive  that  any  zeal  for  cleanliness  or  any  habits  of  cleanliness  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  those  districts  could,  in  the  long  run,  avail  to  keep  their  districts  clean 
and  wholesome,  or  to  save  them  from  the  poisonous  influences  of  this  malaria-exhaling 
soil  ? — I think  it  is  impossible  that  any  habits  could  correct  that  evil. 

608.  You  mentioned,  I think,  that  as  far  as  you  had  received  information  upon 
the  point,  there  were  houses  which  had  been  recently  erected,  which  were  in  as 
I)ad  a sanitary  condition  as  the  old  district  of  Sandgate  ? — I received  information  to 
that  effect  ; scarcely  so  bad  as  Sandgate,  but  in  a most  defective  sanitary  condition. 

609.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Did  you  ever  see  a mass  of  building  as  large  as  Sandgate  and  its 
immediate  neighbourhood,  so  closely  occupied  by  inhabitants,  in  any  other  town?— Not 
the  same  amount  of  area. 

610.  Do  you  know  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  for  instance? — I do  not  know  much  of 
Edinburgh  ; but  I visited  Glasgow  during  the  cholera  of  1 849. 

611.  Do  you  think  that  that  part  of  Newcastle  is  more  closely  packed  than  equal  areas 
in  Glasgow  ? — I think  than  the  parts  which  I saw  in  Glasgow.  The  custom  in  Scotland 
of  high  houses  of  course  causes  a great  condensation  of  inhabitants  upon  a given 
area  ; but,  speaking  of  the  town  generally,  what  I saw  in  Glasgow  was  not  so  compact 
as  in  Sandgate.  The  narrowness  of  the  passages  struck  me  particularly  in  Sandgate  ; 
and  I had  them  measured  in* one  or  two  instances,  they  were  so  very  narrow. 

612.  Supposing  that  better  thoroughfares  between  the  houses  existed,  and  that 
the  other  domestic  and  sanitary  arrangements  were  such  as  could  be  desired,  would 
the  crowding  of  inhabitants  in  those  piles,  one  above  another,  which  exists  in 
Scotland,  be  largely  injurious  to  health  ? — Overcrowding  would  be  injurious. 

613.  I do  not  mean  overcrowding;  I mean  living  in  flats  one  above  another? — I 
think  not  ; and  for  this  reason — -that  the  block  of  model  lodging-houses  in  the 
St.  Pancras  Road,  in  London,  containing  about  700  people,  is  very  high ; and  it  is 
found  that  the  upper  rooms  are  chosen,  because,  first  of  all,  of  their  quietness,  but 
also  because  they  are  found  to  be  so  remarkably  airy  and  healthy. 
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614.  Do  the  upper  rooms  obtain  their  healthiness  at  the  expense  of  the  lower  Grainger, 

rooms  ? — The  lower  the  room  the  less  the  air  ; the  higher  the  room  the  better  the  Esq. 

condition.  

615.  Would  you  think  the  houses  of  a town,  consisting  of  four  or  five  or  six  stories,  20th  Jan.  1854. 

as  healthy  as  in  a town  consisting  of  houses  of  two  stories,  eveiything  else  being  the 

same? — No,  I think  not.  I think  the  lower  houses  would  be  the  healthier.  The  blocks 

of  houses  I speak  of  are  in  open  spaces,  surrounded  by  open  spaces  in  all  directions. 

616.  (Chairman.)  We  asked  you  just  now  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
certain  local  Acts  had  been  put  in  force.  With  respect  to  the  public  Act,  the  Common 
Lodging-houses  Act  of  1851,  did  you  on  the  11th  of  September  1853  report  to 
the  Board  of  Health  that  the  Common  Lodging-liouses  Act  had  not  been  put  in 
operation  ? — I did. 

617.  Was  it  within  your  knowledge  that  a meeting  of  tlie  town  council  was  to 
be  held  on  the  Wednesday  following,  the  14th,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  in  operation  ? 

— There  was  to  be  a meeting,  more  particularly  for  that  purpose. 

618.  You  understood  that  ? — Yes;  whether  exclusively  or  not  I do  not  know;  but 
that  was  one  main  object. 

619.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  that  there  were  one  or  two  remarkable  points  in 
relation  to  the  barracks  at  this  place,  during  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera? — Yes,  1 am 
aware  that  there  are  some  very  important  and  peculiar  facts. 

620.  That  they  were  exempt  from  cholera,  but  that  they  suffered  considerably  from 
diarrhoea,  and  to  such  a degree  that  in  the  dragoon  regiment  they  had  on  an  average  two 
attacks  of  diarrhoea  to  every  individual  of  the  regiment? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  that  fact. 

621.  And  that  in  the  infantry  regiment,  on  an  average,  they  had  something  less  than 
one  case  of  diarrhoea  to  every  individual ; and  that  none  of  all  those  Ciises  went  on  to 
cholera  ? — I am  aware  of  that. 

622.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion,  either  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  large  prevalence  of 
diarrhtea,  or  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  non-occurrence  of  cholera  among  that  population  of  5 1 9 
persons  ?-^The  opinion  that  I have  formed  upon  that  point  is  this,  that  the  diarrhoea  was 
dependant  upon  two  causes — the  general  pre.sence|of  the  epidemic,  and  the  malaria  to  which 
the  barracks  were  .subjected  by  the  effluvia  fi-om  the  town  r>f  Newcastle  and  the  neigh- 
bouring districts.  The  fact  of  no  cases  goingon  to  cholera  I conceive  depended,  first  of  all, 
upon  the  good  .sanitary  state  of  the  bairacks,  and  the  precautions  taken  to  keej)  them 
in  a healthy  condition  ; and,  secondly,  the  great  promptne.ss  with  which  the  premonitory 
dian-hcea  was  treated  on  its  earliest  appearance. 

623.  I take  for  granted  that  you  h.ave  read  this  communication  from  the  assistant  ndc  Evidence, 
surgeons  of  those  regiments  to  Dr.  Andrew  Smith,  Director-General  of  the  Army  .Medical  post.  p.  241,  242. 
Department  ? — I have. 

624.  And  you  believe  that  the  great  pains  taken  to  enforce  cleanlinc.ss  throughout  the 
establishment,  the  care  of  diet,  and  the  treatment  of  diarrhaa,  were  the  means  of 
counteracting  the  tendency  which  {otherwise  the  diarrh(ea  might  have  had  to  pa.ss  on 
into  cholera  ? — Certainly,  with  the  prompt  treatment. 

625.  (Chairman.)  That  together,  at  all  events,  they  mitigated  the  tendency  (o 
cholera  ? — Greatly,  I have  no  doubt. 

626.  (j]fr.  Simon.)  If  it  had  been  jtossible  to  pursue  a similar  j)lan  of  management 
for  the  whole  town  of  Newea.stle,  to  make  all  the  poorer  houses  as  clean  as  the  barracks 
were  made,  to  make  all  the  thoroughfares  and  all  the  ways  of  the  town  as  clean  a,s  the 
open  spjice  of  the  barracks,  to  meet  every  case  of  diarrhera  by  appropriate  treatment  at 
its  commencement,  and  .so  forth,  do  you  believe  that  Newcastle  altogether  might  have 
been  exempt  from  cholera,  as  the  barracks  were  ? — 1 should  think  to  a very  great  extent. 

Precisely  the  same  conditions  would  have  had  the  .same  .succe.s.s,  no  doubt. 

627.  You  l)elieve,  in  .short,  that  what  is  here  illustrated  on  a .small  .scale,  in  a com- 
munity of  519  persons,  might  have  been  illustrated  to  any  extent  by  the  apj)lication  of 
similar  means? — Yes,  I do. 

628.  You  regard  this,  then,  simply  as  an  illustration  of  efficient  sanitary  management  ? 

— Yes  ; as  I regard  the  exemption  of  the  model  lodging-houses  in  the  midst  of  London 
in  1849. 

629.  It  is  a point  which  has,  I believe,  been  included  by  implication  in  the  evidence 
which  you  have  already  given,  but  was  your  attention  much  directed  to  the  state  of  the 
paving  here  ?—  Not  particularly. 

630.  Did  you  notice  in  any  neiglibourhoods  of  the  town  much  retention  of  filth  in 
interstices  of  the  pavement  ? — I liave  seen  it  in  a general  Avay  rejieatedly. 

631.  (Chaimimn.)  Is  a large,  or  any  considerable  ])art  of  Sandgate  paved  Avith 

j)cbbles,  in  such  a way  as  to  retain  large  rpiantities  of  filth  in  the  interstices? It  is 

jtaved  in  an  iinj)crfect  manner  ; and  there  are  spaces  I)etween  the  stones. 

632.  (^fr.  Simon.)  Did  it  api)ear  to  you  that  .sea venage  was  adequately  performed  in 
any  district  of  the  town  ? — My  attention  was  not  particularly  directed  to  that,  but  the 
existence  of  filth  indicated  that  it  was  not. 

633.  (Chairman.)  Considering  what  you  heard  of  the  want  of  juivy  accommodation 

could  any  extent  or  energy  of  scavenage  ever  avail  to  keep  such  a district  clean  ? I 

believe  not. 
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1)3-1.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  see  any  of  the  few  public  privies  that  are  in  the  town  ? — I 
examined  one,  but  that  was  in  1852,  not  this  last  year  ; it  was  near  a large  church  in  the 
town  that  I saw  it. 

635.  Was  its  condition  decent  ? — Very  far  from  it ; it  was  highly  offensive,  and  greatly 
complained  of  to  me  by  the  neighbours.  Urgent  complaints  were  made. 

636.  So  that  a clean  person  would  rather  have  relieved  himself  in  an  alley,  than  in  that 
place,  perhaps  ? — That  is  a matter  of  taste  ; but  it  was  remarkably  offensive. 

637.  {Chairman.)  Should  you,  from  the  personal  inspection  which  you  made  of  that 
one  public  privy  in  the  year  1852,  have  considered  that  the  powers  of  a certain  local  Act 
of  1816,  empowering  the  town  council  from  time  to  time  to  make  byelaws  for  regulating 
the  management  of  public  privies,  had  been  efficiently  put  in  operation  1 — I should  think 
not  from  what  I saw  of  that  one.  It  was  greatly  crowded — there  was  not  sufficient 
accommodation  for  the  neighbourhood. 

638.  Can  you  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  distance  to  whichthe  foecal  scavenage  of  a town  like 
this  oug'it  to  be  carted? — One  of  the  best  tests  is,  whether  you  can  smell  it  witli  prevail- 
ing win  Is  ; and  it  must  be  a good  distance,  because  it  is  well  known  that  the  effluvia  of 
large  a cumulations  of  foetid  matter  are  carried  by  the  winds  to  a very  considerable 
distance. 

639.  Do  you  think  that  the  accumulation  of  a large  mass  of  filth  within  three  or  five 
minutes’  walk  of  any  considerable  amount  of  population  is  conducive  to  their  health  ? — I 
should  think  it  would  be  injurious  to  health  at  that  distance.  I have  not  the  least  doubt 
of  it. 


David  Blair  White,  Esq.,  M.D.,  sworn; 

640.  {Chairman.)  You  are  senior  physician  of  the  infirmary  of  this  town  ? — I am. 

641.  And  physician  to  the  dispensary,  and  to  the  fever  hospital? — Yes. 

642.  How  many  years  have  you  been  connected  with  those  institutions  ? — I have  been 
been  connected  with  the  infirmary  about  seventeen  years. 

643.  And  how  many  years  have  you  been  in  practice  in  the  town  ?-  —I  should  think 
about  twenty -five  years. 

644.  You  witnessed  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1831  ? — I did. 

645.  Had  you  charge  of  the  Gateshead  dispensary  at  that  time  ? — It  was  not  then 
established.  I had  charge  of  the  Gateshead  cholera  hospital. 

646.  You  saw  a good  deal  of  that  outbreak? — I did. 

647.  You  published  a pamphlet  on  the  subject  I believe  ? — I did. 

648.  Did  you  express  strong  opinions  in  that  pamphlet  as  to  the  effect  of  sanitary  con- 
ditions on  the  virulence  of  such  outbreaks  ? — 1 expressed  a strong  opinion  as  to  the 
power  of  preventing  the  fatality  of  that  disease.  I do  not  know  that  I entered  much  upon 
the  sanitary  question.  I have  the  pamphlet  with  me. 

649.  Did  you  insist  upon  any  particular  means  for  mitigating  the  fatality  of  the 
disease  ? — Yes ; I advised  that  the  state  of  the  districts  should  be  examined,  and  that 
district  officers  should  be  appointed,  and  that  something  in  the  nature  of  house-to-house 
visitation  should  be  established  and  carried  through,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  the 
premonitory  symptoms.  I undertook  to  say  that  that  would  very  much  diminish 
the  evil. 

650.  You  recommended  that  with  a view  to  prompt  treatment  ? — Just  so. 

651.  When  you  suggested  that  districts  should  be  examined,  with  what  view  did  you 
suggest  that,  or  in  what  points  did  you  wish  the  districts  to  be  examined  ? — The  fact  is, 
that  in  Gateshead  at  that  time,  and  indeed  in  Gateshead  at  the  present  time  in  some 
parts  of  the  town,  the  houses  are  in  a filthy  and  very  dirdy  condition. 

652.  It  was  with  reference  to  sanitary  conditions  ? — As  far  as  that  goes,  it  was. 

653.  You  mentioned,  I think,  in  some  evidence  which  you  recently  gave  before  Hr. 
Grainger,  that  cholera  was  entirely  confined  to  the  poor  at  that  time  ? — At  that  time 
it  was. 

654.  Have  you  any  remembrance  of  the  years  between  1838  and  1841  ? — I should  not 
like  to  give  evidence  upon  that ; I have  not  a sufficient  recollection. 

655.  We  had  found  a very  large  increase  of  the  cases  admitted  into  the  fevei'  hospital 
in  those  years,  and  we  wished,  if  we  could,  to  know  something  about  the  diseases  that 
j)revailed  then  you  have  no  recollection  what  they  Were? — No. 

656.  In  the  various  reports  of  the  dispensary  and  fever  hospital,  we  find  statements  as 
to  the  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  of  contagious  fever  in  1843-44,  of  scarlet  fever  in 
1845-47,  Irish  fever  in  1846-48,  and  so  on,  together  with  opinions  as  to  the  causes  or 
aggravations  of  the  same,  as  brought  out  in  detail  in  tlie  evidence  of  Doctor  Headlam 
yesterday.  In  your  opinion  might  we  take  those  statements  of  the  fever  hospital  and  of 
the  dispensary  reports  to  be  correct  ? — I think  so. 

657.  You  had  charge  of  the  fever  house  in  the  year  1847  ? — I had. 

658.  The  intensity  of  that  epidemic  was  unparalleled,  was  it  not?---As  tar  as  numbers 
went,  not  as  to  fatality. 

659.  I think  you  mentioned  in  your  report  to  the  fever  hospital  for  1848,  pages  9 
and  10,  that  out  of  698  cases,  only  64  died  ? — I have  no  doubt  that  that  is  correct.  The 
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cases,  I think,  were  very  much  confiiieJ  to  the  Irisli  population  of  this  town.  In  that 
hospital  report  it  will  be  found  that,  a large  proportion  of  tliem  were  Irish.  It  is  rather 
an  important  point. 

660.  We  had  evidence  tiom  Dr.  Headlam,  however,  to  the  effect  that  the  disease 
spread  extensively  among  the  English  population  also  ? — It  was  very  contagious, 
certainly.  I mentioned  in  the  report  that  it  was  exceedingly  contagious,  but  generall}^ 
its  malignity  was  not  great. 

661.  Taking  the  statement  of  these  reports  as  tnie,  do  you  consider  that  Newcastle 
has  been  visited  with  epidemics,  cholera,  typhus,  scarlet  fever,  &c.,  to  an  extent  greater 
than  that  to  wliich  other  towns  of  the  same  size  and  population  have  been  visited  ? — 
Do  you  mean  of  late  years  ? 

662.  Generally;  at  any  time  within  your  experience? — I am  not  aware  that  it  has 
been. 

663.  {Mr.  Simon.)  In  the  last  14  years  ? — I should  think  not.  I have  seen  measles  here 
in  a form  as  malignant  as  cholera. 

664.  In  the  poorer  and  lower  neighbourhoods  ? — Among  aU  classes  ; not  confined  to 
poor  people. 

665.  {Cluiirman.)  There  was  one  phrase  you  used  in  your  report  to  tlie  fever  hos- 
pital for  tlie  year  1848,  at  page  10,  to  which  1 would  draw  your  attention.  After 
stating  tliat  nothing  could  be  more  ingeniously  a<lapted  for  the  engendering  or  dissemi- 
nating of  infection  than  the  trampers'  boarding-liouse,  or  the  tenemented  dwellings  of  the 
lower  Irish,  you  go  on  to  use  this  ])hrase  : “ Here  fever  has  its  constant  home.”  Is  that 
the  opinion  which  you  held  at  the  time  ? — It  is. 

666.  Do  you  still  entertain  it  ?-  -I  think  that  things  are  very  considerably  imi)rovecL 

667.  Since  1848? — Yes,  there  has  been  a gradual  progression  of  drainage,  in  a way 
which  I think  u.seful.  When  the  health  of  towns  investigation  took  place  here  some 
years  ago,  I contributed  to  a report  in  which  we  stated  the  deficiencies  of  drain  ige. 
Many  of  the  bad  places  were  pointed  out.  In  this  map  I find  that  tlie  very  worst  parts 
are  now  drained,  and  that  the  remainder  of  those  which  we  spoke  of  ai*e  in  process  of 
being  drained  at  this  time. 

668.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Does  that  map  show  wliere  the  houses  are  drained  into  the  sewers 
or  only  where  sewers  are  constructed  ? — I do  not  quite  know  that. 

669.  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  that  .statement  of  youi-s,  that  at  one  time  fever  had 
its  constant  home  in  certain  districts  of  this  town,  it  is  your  opinion  that  tlie  condition  of 
those  districts  has  been  materially  improved  since  then  ? — It  has  been  improved  certainly, 
I believe. 

670.  You  have  mentioned,  as  one  instance  of  sujiposed  improvement,  tlie  introduction 
of  sewers,  although  you  do  not  profess  to  know  what  numVier  of  houses  may  drain  into 
those  sewers  ? — Yes. 

671.  Is  there  any  other  point  in  which  you  think  that  the  condition  of  those  dis- 
tricts has  been  improved  ? — 1 do  not  remember  that  there  is. 

672.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  of  mortality  in  the.se  districts  corresponding  to  the 
supposed  improvements  ? — No,  I have  not.  I cannot  speak  within  the  la.st  few  years  so 
decisively  as  1 could  have  sjioken  in  the  years  previous,  inasmuch  as  1 have  not  had  so 
much  to  do  latterly  with  those  localities. 

673.  {Mr.  Siinan.)  There  is  some  record  here  of  your  ojiinions  at  the  time  when  I\lr 
Rawlinson  visited  the  town,  as  superintending  in.spector  of  the  General  Board  of  Health 
in  1849? — Ye.s. 

674.  You  were  then  a member  of  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gates- 
head Sanitary  Association  ? — Yes. 

675  Which  made  a communication  to  Mr.  Rawlin.son,  and  which  had  the  advantages, 
apparently,  of  your  advice  and  assistance  ? — Yes  ; I signed  the  communication. 

676.  Tlie  paper  begins  with  speaking  of  the  mortality  of  Newcastle  for  the  previous 
seven  years,  and  then  there  occurs  this  paragraph  ; — “Tliis  excessive  mortality  during  the 
“ last  few  years  has  arisen  .solely  from  zymotic  or  epidemic,  which  are  in  fact  the  most 
“ preventible  diseases.  Scarlatina,  influeiiza.  typhus,  and  other  forms  of  continued  fever, 
“ measles,  small  pox,  and  cholera,  are  the  chief  of  this  group  ; and  the  former  have  in  turn 
“ raged  with  great  .severity  in  this  district.”  Further  on  again  it  is  stated  that  “ To  describe 
“ the  seats  of  tyjihus  ami  other  forms  of  continued  fever,  would  be  to  enumerate  all  the 
“ narrow  undrained  alleys  in  the  older  jiarts  of  the  town,  together  with  many  equally  un- 
“ healthy,  because  still  more  neglected,  districts  in  the  suburbs.  In  many  partsof  Newcastle, 
“ fever  may  be  said  to  be  never  absent ; ami  a continued  residence  in  tho.se  unwholesome 
“ dwellings  is  certain  to  involve  the  prostration  and  eventually  the  death  of  some  members 
“ of  the  family  by  fever.  As  an  illustration  of  this  .statement  we  may  refer  to  the  statistics 
“ of  fever  in  a notorious  locality,  during  a portion  of  the  epidemic  of  1847  ; by  which  it 
“ appeared  that  in  nine  rooms  in  Craig’s  Court,  tenanted  at  the  time  of  iuspection  by  fifty- 
“ five  inhabitants,  there  had  been,  within  the  three  months  immediately  preceding  our  visit, 
“ no  le.ss  than  fifty  ca.sCs  of  fever  and  five  deaths.”  Do  you  see  any  reason  to  alter  the 
opinion  which  is  there  given  ? — No  ; I have  no  doubt  that  that  was  founded  at  the  time 
upon  the  experience  of  tho.se  gentlemen. 

677.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  districts  hero  referred  to  are  niateri;illy 
altered  since  then? — Some  of  the  districts  are  verv  greatly  altered.  The  very  worst  dis- 
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tricts  in  tlie  town  were  down  at  the  bottom  of  Westgate  Street — where  the  High  Level 
Bridge  and  Railway  has  interfered,  and  taken  them  away. 

678.  Is  Craig’s  Court  still  in  existence? — Yes. 

679.  (Chairman.)  Were  not  the  railway  operations,  to  which  you  allude,  linished  before 
1849  ? — Perhaps  so ; I may  have  confounded  two  reports.  On  one  occasion,  at  all  events, 
I went  into  the  investigation,  and  I took  the  trouble,  with  Dr.  Humble,  to  mark  out 
certain  parts  of  the  town.  There  was  an  entry  at  the  bottom  of  Westgate  Street,  which 
was  afterwards  swept  away. 

680.  Whether  these  improvements  were  or  were  not  consequent  upon  the  railway  ope- 
rations,  or  upon  some  other  circumstances,  it  is  your  opinion  that,  since  the  date  of  this 
Report  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  in  1849,  considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  some  ol 
the  localities  there  alluded  to  ? — I would  hesitate  to  speak  decidedly  upon  the  subject,  on 
account  of  my  experience  of  those  localities  not  having  been  so  great  latterly.  At  the 
time  when  these  sanitary  investigations  were  going  on,  I paid  a good  deal  of  attention. 

681.  {Mr.  Simon.)  There  is  another  paragraph  here,  which  we  think  of  a good  deal  of 
importance  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  our  investigation.  It  speaks  of  the  cholera  of 
1848,  and  the  comparative  lightness  with  which  it  visited  this  town.  The  paragraph  runs 
thus,  “The  comparatively  few  cases  of  malignant  cholera  which  have  occurred  in  New- 
“ castle,  su})ply,  we  think,  amply  sufficient  evidence,  both  of  the  invariable  dependence  of 
“ the  attacks  of  this  epidemic  on  certain  predisposing  physical  causes,  and  also  of  the 
“ necessity  for  continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  lest  this  fearful  disease, 
“ in  the  event  of  second  visitation  (by  no  means  an  uncommon  accident  in  its  erratic 
“ course,)  should  exercise  a more  destructive  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle.” 
That  sentence  implies  that  you  would  look  to  the  removal  of  certain  predisposing  physical 
causes  for  the  prevention  or  mitigation  of  epidemic  cholera  ? — I certainly  should. 

682.  You  retain  that  opinion? — Yes,  to  a great  extent.  I must  confess  that  thii5  last 
attack  has  very  considerably  modified  my  opinion  on  that  question. 

683.  And  you  would  look  to  continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  for  the 
removal  of  those  predisposing  physical  causes  ? — Yes. 

684.  Does  it  then  appear  to  you  that,  from  1849  to  the  present  time,  the  authorities 
have  exercised  that  necessary  continued  vigilance  for  the  removal  of  predisposing  physical 
causes  ?— I could  have  wished  they  had  proceeded  a little  faster,  certainly. 

685.  (Chairman.)  I understood  you  to  say  that  since  the  date  of  that  report  you  had 
very  considerably  modified  your  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  influence  which  these  so- 
called  predisposing  physical  causes  have  on  the  aggravation  of  cholera  ? — I have. 

686.  {Mr.  Simon.)  To  what  extent? — In  the  original  epidemic  of  1831  and  1832,  I 
found  the  disease  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  very  lowest  localities.  On  this  last 
occasion  I found  it  in  the  residences  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants,  in  which, 
as  far  as  we  know  about  sanitary  matters,  everything  had  been  attended  to.  I can  men- 
tion on  the  map  places  which  will  show  what  I refer  to. 

687.  Can  you  speak  from  your  own  personal  knowledge  to  the  occurrence  of  groups  of 
cholera  cases  in  houses  where  the  drainage  was  unexceptionable  ? — Where  the  drainage,  as 
I presume,  was  unexceptionable — inasmuch  as  there  were  drains  there,  I believe — I cannot 
take  upon  myself  to  say  that  I made  personal  investigation  as  to  how  far  the  drainage 
acted.  For  instance— here,  where  I reside,  there  was  not  a single  case  of  cholera ; but  when 
you  turn  down  Oxford  Street  up  Carliol  Street  and  into  Carbol  Square,  you  find  yourself 
I believe  in  one  of  the  worst  affected  districts  of  this  town  during  the  last  visitation ; 
and  yet  there  it  was  drained. 

688.  ( Chairman.)  What  is  the  condition,  in  other  sanitary  respects,  of  Carliol  Street  and 
Carliol  Square  ? — I would  say  such  as  you  would  see  in  small  towns. 

689.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  And  there  is  a good  descent  for  drainage  ? — Yes. 

690.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  know  what  was  the  extent  of  the  privy  accommodation,  for 
instance,  in  those  places  ? — I believe  there  was  privy  accommodation  in  all. 

691.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  state  of  the  privies  there ; as  to  whether  they  had  been 
properly  emptied  and  cleansed,  and  in  a proper  state — because  of  course  an  imcleansed 
privy  is  as  complete  a poison-pit  as  you  can  imagine  ? — Quite  so. 

692.  Do  you  know  what  Avas  the  state  of  those  places  in  that  respect  ? — No,  I do  not 
know,  further  than,  generally  speaking,  the  privies  were  such  as  are  usual  in  respectable 
residences  of  the  middle  classes.  Indeed  I was  anxious  to  find  the  contrary ; because  my 
wish  was  to  find  tliat  sanitary  defects  had  led  to  the  virulence  of  this  epidemic. 

693.  Supposing  this  allegation  were  made ; viz,  that  in  the  years  1831  and  1832  the 
accumulation  of  filth  in  the  worst  districts  were  such  as  to  affect  those  districts  only,  but 
that  in  the  interval  between  1831  an4  1853  those  accumulations  of  filth  had  so  increased, 
and  the  malaria  evolved  from  them  had  gained  so  much  in  virulence  and  intensity,  that  it 
spread  from  these  worst  districts  to  the  better  districts  adjoining  them  ; and  that  the 
artection  of  the  better  districts  during  this  last  outbreak,  as  well  as  the  worst  districts, 
was  owing  to  an  intensification  of  the  previously  bad  sanitary  condition  of  the  poorer 
districts  : do  you  think  that  that  would  be  a just  and  tenable  allegation  ? — I think  that  if 
you  could  jArove  to  me  that  any  such  intensified  cause  is  in  existence,  it  would  modify  my 
opinion.  1 grant  that. 

694.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  ever  of  late  had  occasion  to  walk  through  Sandgate  in 
the  morning  ? — I had  occasion  to  visit  Sandgate  during  the  last  epidemic  of  cholera. 
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695.  Did  you  find  a very  great  diffusion  of  excrement  on  the  thoroughfares  of  Sand- 
gnte  ? — I cannot  say.  I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  witli  Sandgate  to  speak  to  that. 

69G.  (Chai)'-man.)  Supposing  it  sliould  be  put  in  evidence  before  us  liereafter  that  in  a 
district  like  Sandgate,  containing  perhaj)s  some  5,000  peojde,  there  have  for  years  been  at 
the  utmost  but  some  half-a-dozen  jjrivies,  of  ■which  but  one  ■was  j)ublic,  and  that  a large 
proportion  of  this  population  have  literally  had  no  re.source  except  to  shed  their  excre- 
ment on  the  surface  of  the  streets,  can  you  doubt  that  the  filthiness  of  those  districts  has 
been  increasing  in  intensity  every  }^ear  since  the  outbreak  of  1831  i — I do  not  knowtliat 
it  has  been  increasing  in  intensity.  I know  that  I made  very  considerable  personal 
exertions — I do  not  mean  to  say  that  I made  more  exertions  than  other  ]ieople — but  I 
made  very  considerable  exeidions  to  have  some  of  those  filthy  places  cleaned  out.  They 
were  cleaned  out  for  a time,  just  to  accumulate  again,  I dare  say,  but  as  I stated  before  1 
have  not  any  great  personal  experience. 

697.  Our  position  is  this.  We  have  seen  with  our  own  eyes  a certain  number  of  facts 
in  connection  with  this  matter.  We  are  at  this  moment  unable  to  comprehend  how  the 
intensity  of  the  filth  nuisance  in  the.se  districts  should  not  have  been  continually  increasing. 
We  cannot  understand  what  circumstances  can  have  prevented  it.  Now  can  you  suggest 
to  us  anything,  or  give  us  any  explanation  tending  to  show  that  tliat  has  not  been  the 
Ciise  ? — I fancy  that  these  jdaces  are  cleaned  out  occasional!}'.  1 ilo  not  mean  by  any 
means  to  ilefend  such  jilaces.  I know  what  tliey  are,  and  have  for  many  years  been,  and 
my  earnest  endeavour  has  been  to  relieve  it  as  far  iis  1 could,  but  1 believe  that  they  are 
occiusionally  cleaned  out. 

698.  But  occivsionally  the  filth  will  accumulate  again  ? — It  will. 

699.  Then  do  you  think  that  the  filth  nuisance  has  gradually  been  accumulating  ? — I 
think  that  it  accumulates  at  times,  and  is  gradually  cleared  away.  I remember  many 
years  ago  being  thoroughly  shocked  at  the  state  of  things  as  I found  it. 

700.  Sujjposing  the  surface  of  the  soil  there  to  be  for  three  days  of  the  week  or  for  one 
day  only  of  the  week,  covered  with  an  accumulation  of  e.xcrement,  would  not  the  S(>il 
gradually  become  sodden  with  the  infiltrations  from  this  filth  ? — 1 should  presume  .so. 

701.  Then  in  your  opinion  has  the  soil  of  some  of  the.se  districts  been  becoming  from 
year  to  year  more  and  more  sewage-.sodden  ? — lean  only  draw  my  inference  upon  that 
jK)int  as  you  have  done.  I do  not  really  know,  but  1 know  that  there  are  very  many 
])laces  existing  in  Sandgate  which  contain  very  comfortable  and  commodious  dwelling.s. 
it  dei)ends  so  very  much  upon  the  chuss  of  the  tenantry. 

702.  Is  it  conceivable  or  tenable  that  this  nuisance  of  the  state  of  the  soil  .should  not 
have  been  increasing  from  year  to  year  in  many  of  these  districts  ? Is  it  comi)rehensible  ?— 
I cannot  say  any  farther  than  any  stranger  might.  It  is  only  just  the  inference  which  any- 
body may  draw  for  himself. 

703.  Supposing  then,  one  should  come  to  the  conclu.sion  that  this  great  .saTiitary  defect 

of  certain  bad  districts  has  from  year  to  year  been  becoming  more  inb-n.se,  do  you  think  it 
possible  that,  although  tlie  poisonous  emanations  thence  arising  in  the  year  1831  were  not 
then  able  to  reach  beyoiid  tliose  bad  districts,  the  malaria  there  ju'oduced  in  the  year  1853 
may  have  been  .so  inten.se  as  to  spread  from  the  bad  to  other  better  districts  ; and  miglit 
not  this  perhaps  account  for  the  facts  to  which  you  have  alluded,  namely,  that  in  the  late 
outbreak  aj)parently  well  situated  di.stricts  were  affected  as  well  as  the  others? — 1 really 
do  not  think  so,  and  I will  tell  you  my  reason  for  not  thinking  .so  : There  is  a district  in 

this  neiglibourhooil  called  Spital  Tongues,  that  could  not  be  affected  by  anything  which 
might  occur  in  the  lower  district.  Now,  Spital  Tongues  was  affected  to  a degree  as  great 
Jis  any  ]>art  of  Newcastle. 

7<)i.  Do  you  know  the  condition  of  Spital  Tongues? — I dare  say  it  is  not  in  the  eoiuli- 
tion  in  which  it  might  have  been.  But  there  is  another  vilhagi^  in  this  neighliourhood 
(and  I give  these  opinions  with  very  great  regret,  beeau.se  my  desire  was  to  connect  the 
di.sease  iis  much  as  pos.sible  with  the  want  of  sanibiry  pi’ovisions),  called  Whalton,  and  to 
.all  {ipj>earance  a fine  healthy  village,  and  yet  .an  outbreak  took  place  there  of  the  most 
terrible  nature. 

765.  (dfr.  Simo7i.)  Weshould  .attach  .agreat  deal  ofimportanee  to  your  opinions  on  these 
subjects,  from  your  long  experience  here,  and  therefore  I dare  s.ay  }'ovi  will  excuse  me 
pressing  you  further  on  one  of  the  points  to  which  you  have  spoken — the  condition  of 
Carliol  Square,  ami  C.arliol  Street — you  .spoke  of  those  places  as  illustrating  the  prevalence 
of  cholera  in  di.stricts  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief  healtlq.-,  and  in  a decent 
sanitary  condition  ? — Yes. 

706.  Do  you  h.appen  to  know  whether  those  houses  are  furnished  with  water-clo.sets 
or  with  privies  ? — Privie.s. 

707.  And  behind  the  juivy  a dust  heap? — And  behind  the  ]>rivy,  I lielieve,  generally  a 
du.st  heaj). 

70.S.  So  that  the  h.abitu.al  arrangement  of  those  hoirses  is,  that  the  excrements  are 
retained  in  immediate  contiguity  to  the  dwelling.s  for  some  considerable  time  ? — Doubtless. 

709.  {Chairman:]  Are  the  privies  in  the.se  streets  within  the  houses  or  beliiml  them  ? — 
Behind  them  a.s  far  as  I am  acipiaiuted  with  them. 

710.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  the  yards  of  tho.se  houses  Large  ? — No,  they  are  not  large. 
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711.  Tlie  houses  are  occupied  by  single  families,  I presume,  for  the  most  part? — Yes  ; I 
Ijelieve  they  are  altogether  so. 

712.  The  inmates  of  these  houses  using  privies  in  connexion  with  dust  heaps,  there 
would  occur  all  along  that  whole  row  of  buildings  a certain  infiltration  of  excrement  into 
the  soil  ? — No  doubt. 

713.  These  districts  then  would  become,  in  themselves,  foci  of  that  particular  unhealthy 
atmosphere  about  which  we  have  asked  your  opinion  ? — Certainly. 

714.  (Chairman.)  Are  the  back  yards  of  these  houses  confined? — Yes,  they  are  rather 
confined. 

715.  Are  there  high  walls  behind  the  privies? — There  are  houses  which  come  up  a 
good  deal  against  them. 

716.  Are  there  other  yards  and  other  privies  attached  to  those  houses? — I am  not 
quite  aware. 

717.  Are  the  houses  which  you  speak  of  behind  them  as  high  as  the  houses  in  Carliol- 
street  ? — I should  think  they  were. 

718.  Then,  except  in  the  case  where  the  wind  should  happen  to  blow  directly  along 
the  line  of  these  streets,  there  would  be  a very  considerable  stagnation  of  any  poisoned 
atmosphere  in  the  well,  so  to  speak,  between  the  two  rows  of  houses  ? — Probably. 

719.  T)o  you  know  what  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village  you  spoke  of — 
Whalton? — Not  further  than  that  it  is  generally  considered  a healthy  village. 

720.  (Mr.  Simon)  A pretty-looking  village  ? — Yes. 

721.  (Chairman)  You  will  be  perfectly  aware  that  two  or  three  nuisances,  in  the 
shape  of  beastly  ditches,  uncleansed  privies,  and  so  on,  may  make  the  prettiest  village  in 
the  world  a whited  sepulchre  ? — It  is  quite  true. 

722.  Do  you  know  whether,  in  Spital-tongues,  there  are  any  drains  at  all,  or  any 
privies  ? — No,  I do  not. 

723.  (Mr.  Bateman)  You  know  the  situation  well? — Yes. 

724.  Is  it  a high  situation  ? — Yes. 

725.  Far  away  from  other  houses  ? — Yes. 

726.  And  from  its  position  it  should  be  a healthy  place? — Yes. 

727.  I think  I gathered  from  you  that  you  instanced  Spital-tongues  as  one  of  the 
cases,  which  led  you  to  doubt  whether  a good  sanitary  condition  would  prevent  cholera  ? 
— I was  speaking  of  Sandgate. 

728.  If  you  were  told  that  there  were  bed-rooms  in  Spital-tongues  fifteen  feet  by  ten 
and  eight  feet  high,  in  which  seven  people  slept,  that  there  were  no  privies,  and  that  all 
the  refuse  of  the  houses  was  thrown  out  in  front  of  the  houses,  would  you  be  surprised  at 
that  state  of  things  producing  or  aggravating  an  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — I should  think  not, 
if  that  is  the  fact.  I was  not  aware  of  it. 

729.  (Mr.  Simon)  On  re-consideration  of  those  circumstances  which  you  were  just 
now  good  enough  to  tell  us  about  Carliol-street,  do  you  think  that  they  will,  perhaps, 
account  for  the  prevalence  of  cholera  there,  without  assuming  that  it  invades  healthy 
districts  ? — I could  mention  another  locality.  There  is  a gentleman  with  whom  I am 
acquainted,  who  lives  opposite  to  Ridley  Villas.  This  gentleman  had  his  house  attacked 
by  this  complaint,  and  two  of  the  most  fatal  and  most  sudden  and  malignant  cases  I ever 
noticed  occurred  there. 

730.  (Chairman)  Are  not  Ridley-villas  in  immediate  proximity  to  Shield-field? 
—Yes,  but  Regent-terrace,  to  which  I am  alluding,  is  on  the  other  side  of  Ridley-villas. 

731.  How  far  is  the  place  to  which  you  allude  from  Shield-field  ; is  it  100  yards,  or 
more  ? — 150  yards. 

732.  Is  it  the  fact  that  Shield-field  is  totally  un drained — frequently  covered  with 
stagnant  water — that  it  has  been  reported  for  such  by  inspectors  of  nuisances,  and  that 
the  sanitary  condition  of  it  is  altogether  bad  ? — Shield-field  is  so,  I dare  say. 

733.  (Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carliol- 
square  and  Carliol-street,  the  blue  clay  comes  very  near  the  surface  ? — I believe  it  does. 

734.  Supposing  then,  that  in  that  district  there  is  any  such  infiltration  of  excremental 
juices  as  there  probably  may  be  in  the  back  premises  of  the  streets  spoken  of,  the  clay 
would  be  likely  to  retain  them,  would  it  not  ? — It  might. 

735.  There  would  be  some  difference  as  respects  the  liability  of  a district  so  circum 
stanced  to  sufier,  whether  there  was  a less  or  greater  depth  of  gravel,  through  whicli  the 
filth  might  have  to  percolate  before  reaching  the  clay? — It  might  be  so. 

736.  (Chairman.)  Is  it  also  the  case  that  the  place  you  allude  to.  Regent-terrace,  is 
about  the  same  distance  on  the  one  side,  from  Pandon  and  Pandon-bank,  as  from  Pandon- 
dean  on  another  side,  and  from  Shield-field  on  the  third  ? — I dare  say  it  is. 

737.  It  is  within  100  yards,  probably,  of  these  three  locahties  ? — I dare  say  it  is. 

738.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  all  of  these  three  places  are  in  a bad  sanitary 
condition  ? — I think  those  three  places  are  not  in  a good  condition. 

739.  Supposing,  then,  the  house  of  your  friend  to  be  thus  surroimded  on  three  sides  by 
extensive  nuisances  within  the  distance  of  100  yards,  or  thereabouts,  do  you  think  that 
those  circumstances  would  account  for  the  presence  of  cholera  in  that  house,  notwith- 
standing the  comparatively  good  state  of  the  house  itself? — I cannot  say.  I know  that 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  I reside,  houses  very  near  us  were  afiected,  and  the  whole 
street  in  which  I live  escaped.  I cannot  tell  why  these  things  are. 
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740.  Su])posing  every  wind  that  has  northing  in  it  to  come  across  large  districts  in  a 
had  sanitary  condition,  do  you  not  think  that  that  might  be  ex})ected  to  have  an  effect  in 
lowering  the  health  of  such  a locality  as  Regent  Terrace,  and  predisposing  its  inhabitants 
to  disease  ? — It  think  it  might. 

741.  Then  you  do  now  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  recent  subjection  of  the  house 
opposite  Ridley  Villas  to  attacks  of  cholera  was  a thing  totally  unaccountable  on  ordinary 
sanitary  principles  ? — I can  only  say,  with  respect  to  this  question,  that  in  the  former 
epidemic  all  these  places,  in  which  respectable  persons  resided,  escaped  altogether  ; but  in 
this  last  case  both  Pilgrim  Street  and  Carliol  Street  were  affected,  which,  notwithstanding 
what  has  been  said,  were  among  the  class  of  houses  that  were  generally  considered  the 
best. 

742.  Is  public  opinion  at  this  moment  a very  good  index  of  a really  good  sanitary 
state  as  regards  houses  ? — I think  the  sanitary  state  is  not  at  aU  what  it  should  be, 
admit. 

743.  When  you  say  that  Pilgrim  Street  is  generally  considered  to  be  in  a good  condi- 
tion, is  that  decisive  on  the  point  ? — No  ; I said  that  in  Pilgrim  Street  there  was  a 
succession  of  houses  which  this  disease  attacked,  and  in  which,  as  far  as  I know,  all  proper 
sanitaiy  arrangements  were  adopted. 

744.  {Mr.  Bateman^  And  they  were  as  good  as  their  neighbours  ? — Yes,  it  took  a very 
arbitrary  course. 

74.5.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  You  spoke  of  Ridley  ViUas  and  Regent  Terrace  being  visited 
by  the  disease  ; did  you  mean  that  they  were  generally  visited  throughout  their  extent  ? 
— No  ; but  I saw  in  Ridley  ViUas  and  in  Regent  Terrace  some  of  the  most  desperate 
cases  I ever  saw  in  my  life. 

746.  {Chaii'Tnan)  It  seems  to  me,  looking  at  the  map,  that  Ridley  Villas  is  a place 
situated  as  it  were  in  the  centre  between  Siindgate,  Pandon  and  Sliield  Field  ? — As  far 
as  that  goes,  it  is  ; but  the  disease  dropped  in  this  peculiar  way, — along  this  range  of 
New  Bridge  Street  I believe  there  was  no  case  ; immediately  you  turned  down  Carliol 
Street  and  into  Carliol  Square,  the  disease  prevailed  to  the  greatest  extent ; when  you 
got  into  Pilgrim  Street  here  in  a succession  of  houses,  and  opposite  here  {poi/nti/ng  out 
the  same)  it  prevailed  also,  making  no  difference,  according  to  what  I can  conceive  and  1 
have  studied  it  a good  deal,  between  these  places,  and  others  more  likely  to  lie  affected. 
It  went  up  into  Northumberland  Street. 

747.  {Mr.  Simon.)  With  respect  to  the  condition  of  your  friend’s  house  in  Regent  Ter- 
race which  you  visited,  you  know,  of  course,  that  it  was  a well-conditioned  house  ; that 
it  was  the  house  of  a gentleman  ? — I believe  so. 

748.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  condition  of  the  drainage  of  the  house  ? — There 
were  aU  the  facilities  of  drainage  there.  Of  course  I did  not  investigate  further  than 
that. 

749.  {Chairman)  You  know  that  it  ought  to  have  been  healthy? — Yes. 

750.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  it  was  ? — No. 

751.  {Mr.  Simon)  You  are  aware,  probably,  that  in  the  town  of  Newcastle  sewers 
exist  very  extensively,  without  the  houses  having  made  use  of  them,  by  house  di-aiiuKTe 
into  them?— Yes  ; but  I believe  that  the  whole  of  Regent  Terrace  is  very  well  drained  ■ 
this  house  is  very  well  drained. 

752.  {Chairman)  Do  you  remember  the  mortality  in  Ridley  Villas ? — No,  I do  not. 
I know  that  1 saw  a case  there  of  the  most  intense  malignity  that  I ever  witnessed,  and  in 
the  opposite  house,  in  Regent  Terrace.  I saw  these  two  cases  in  this  gentleman’s  himily, 
almost  of  the  same  intense  character. 

{Here  the  witness  was  suddenly  called  away.) 


Dr.  While : Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  refer  to  a statement  which  I made 
yesterday,  and  about  which  there  was  some  doubt,  with  reference  to  certain  parts  of  the 
town  wliich  had  been  swept  down  by  the  approaches  to  the  high  Ica'cI  bridge.  I 
.alluded  to  a report  which  1 had  written,  or  joined  with  others  in  writing,  .and  wliich  I 
could  not  then  exactly  refer  to.  Since  then,  Dr.  Humble  has  found  it  in  his  possession. 
Here  .are  the  pl.aces  to  which  I refer.  We  mention  particid.ar  spots  in  the  town,  and 
several  of  them  have  been  swept  down  by  the  approaches  to  the  high  level  bridge. 

754.  {Chairman.)  The  localities  which  I here  find  mentioned  are  Percy  Street ; does 
that  remain  ( — Percy  Street  remains. 

755.  Newg.ate  Street — does  th.at  remain  ? — It  does. 

756.  He.’id  of  Side? — It  rem.ains. 

757.  Foot  of  Wcstgate  Street  ? — That  is  partially  swept  away. 

758.  Bailey  Gate  ? — Part  of  th.at  is  swept  down. 

759.  (V.ueen  Street? — One  side  of  Queen  Street  is  swept  away,  and  one  side  of  Bailey 
Gate ; but  I do  not  well  know  .all  these  [»laces. 

760.  {To  Mr.  'Town  Surveyor.)  H.as  Castle  G.arth  been  affected  by  the  railway? 

Mr.  'Tovm  Surveyor:  Yes,  a great  portion  of  that  has  been  swejit  aw:iy  by  the 
operation  of  the  railway. 
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761.  Bankside? — A great  part  of  that  too. 

762.  Tlie  Close  ? — A portion  of  the  Close  also. 

763.  {Mr.  Simon.)  A large  portion? — No,  not  a large  portion  of  the  Close.  It  merely 
crosses  over  the  Close. 

764.  Butcher  Bank? — No — part  of  Butcher  Bank  only, 

765.  Quay  Side  ? — No,  not  by  railway. 

766.  Foot  of  Pilgrim  Street  ? — Yes,  a portion  of  that  has  gone. 

767.  Silver  Street? — No — that  remains. 

768.  Wall  Knoll?— No. 

769.  Sandgate? — No. 

770.  It  is  here  stated  that  the  worst  localities,  following  the  above  route,  are 
Mackford’s  Entry  ; does  that  remain  ? — That  remains.  At  the  foot  of  Westgate  there 
is  a Mackford’s  Entry  swept  away. 

771.  Sweeps’  Entry  ? — I do  not  know  the  Entry. 

772.  Meeting  House  Entry  ? — That  is  in  Silver  Street ; that  continues. 

773.  Furs  Chapel  Lane  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

774.  Pot-house  Entry? — That  is  in  Sandgate  ; that  still  remains. 

775.  Keel  Entry  ? — That  remains.  Several  houses  have  been  pulled  down  in  Keel 
Entry  ; but  some  portion  of  the  Entry  remains : and  in  a portion  of  Pot-house  Entry 
some  houses  have  been  pulled  down. 

776.  Nag’s  Head  Alley  ? 

Dr.  White  : That  is  in  existence. 

777.  Somerfield  Entry  ? 

Mr.  Town  Surveyor : That  is  in  existence. 

778.  Nimmo’s  Entry  ? — Yes,  that  is  in  existence. 

779.  Were  all  these  alterations  effected  by  the  passing  of  the  railway  ? — With  the 
exception  of  Keel  Entry  and  Pin  Entry.  Those  were  not  effected  by  the  railway ; they 
were  ordered  to  be  pulled  down  by  the  Corporation,  but  the  bulk  of  the  others  have 
been  by  the  railway — all  but  those  two  places. 

780.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Pin  Entry  and  Keel  Entry  are  in  Sandgate? — Yes. 

Dr.  White : That  was  what  I referred  to  yesterday. 

781.  {Chairman.)  Those  were  the  points  in  which  you  considered  that  the  bad 
localities,  alluded  to  in  the  report,  had  been  materially  improved  ? — Yes,  some  of  them 
have  been  swept  down  in  fact. 

782.  More  or  less  ? — Yes. 

783.  Reverting  to  the  evidence  you  gave  us  yesterday  as  to  the  opinions  which,  in 
1831,  you  entertained  with  reference  to  the  usual  co-existence  of  bad  sanitary  conditions 
and  epidemic  disease,  and  as  to  the  modified  opinions  you  have  recently  adopted,  will 
you  be  good  enough  to  state  whether,  upon  re-consideration  and  re-deliberation,  the  facts 
of  the  recent  epidemic  Avould  now  induce  you  to  modify  to  any,  and  if  so  to  what 
extent,  those  previous  opinions  ? — My  opinions  originally,  when  I witnessed  the  outbreak 
of  this  disease  in  1831-32,  were,  that  under  ordinary  sanitary  conditions,  and  with  the 
ordinary  precautions  of  house-to-house  visitation,  and  attention  to  medical  supeidn- 
tendence,  the  disease  might  be  almost  altogether  escaped ; but  during  this  last  attack  I 
have  seen  it  in  some  houses,  which,  though  of  course  I grant  they  are  not  what  sanitary 
improvement  should  make  them,  yet  I should  consider  to  be  as  good  as  the  average 
of  those  in  old  towns ; and  I would  hesitate  in  saying  that  we  could  do  as  much 
as  I formerly  expected  we  could. 

784.  {Mr.  Simon.)  By  measures  of  extemporaneous  cleansing? — Yes.  What  I would 
wish  to  say  is,  that  there  are  many  difficulties  in  this  town,  I have  no  doubt  inseparable 
from  all  old  towns,  which  it  is  probably  impossible  for  the  authorities  entirely  to 
overcome.  For  instance — there  is  Carliol  Street,  which  I mentioned  yesterday,  and  in 
which  I was  last  night.  Now,  I find  that  the  observation  which  was  made  by  Mr. 
Newton  is  absolutely  correct  to  a very  great  extent.  The  smaller  houses  do  obtrude 
themselves  upon  the  better  ones,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  these  are  not  in 
what  we  should  consider  a proper  sanitary  state ; but  I do  not  know  how  you  could 
avoid  the  evil  without  pulling  down  these  neighbouring  small  houses. 

785.  {Chairman.)  Then  may  I understand  your  evidence  to  amount  to  this ; that, 
supposing  a bad  sanitary  state  to  be  radically  inherent  in  an  old  town,  no  limited  or 
temporary  measures  can  wholly  prevent  epidemic  disease  there  occurring? — I doubt 
whether  they  can  wholly  prevent  it.  I think  they  might  greatly  mitigate  it.  That  is 
the  modification  of  opinion  which  I wish  to  express.  In  1831  and  1832  I thought  that 
even  in  the  objectionable  state  in  which  the  old  town  was  and  is,  the  disease  under 
ordinary  circumstances  might  be  guarded  against  ; but  now  I do  believe  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  there  are  places  in  which,  if  the  malignance  of  the  attack  is  so 
greab  as  it  has  been  this  last  time,  it  cannot  be  prevented. 

786.  {Mr.  Simon.)  If  Ave  rightly  understand  you  then,  you  see  the  necessity  for  larger 
and  more  complete  sanitary  alterations  ?— Certainly  I do.  I Avould  add  one  word, 
namely,  that  in  my  opinion,  if  three-fourths  of  the  old  towns  of  England  which  I have 
seen,  had  been  attacked  in  the  way  that  Newcastle  has  been,  they  would  have  had  very 
probably  the  same  mortality.  In  the  report  of  the  Registrar-General,  which  is  one  of  the 
things  tliat  I wish  particularly  to  make  some  observations  upon,  this  toAvn  has  been 
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selecteil,  as  may  be  said,  for  universal  opprobrium  almost.  Now,  I believe  that  probabl}^ 
the  <fentleman  who  drew  up  that  report  did  not  at  that  time  know  the  real  lualignity 
of  this  attack,  as  compared  to  the  ])revious  one.  I remember  both  these  epidemics ; I 
remember  the  epidemic  of  1831  and  1832,  and  I believe  this  epidemic  of  1853  and  1854 
to  have  been  a much  more  serious  one ; and  1 believe,  instead  of  Newca.stle  being  in 
any  degree  Avor.se  than  many  other  towns,  that  it  stands  upon  A’ery  much  the  same 
footing ; all  of  them  equally  Avanting  siinitary  improvement. 

787.  This  epidemic  has  been  considerably  more  severe,  to  your  recollection,  than  the 
epidemics  of  1831  and  1848? — There  A\'as  a A'ery  severe  attack  in  1848  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, Avhich  I Avitne.ssed.  I did  not  .see  mucli  of  it  myself  here,  but  there  Avas  a small 
A'illage  in  the  neigld)ourhood,  called  Wrekenton,  Avhich  I Avas  called  to,  and  had  the 
superintendence  of— that  Avas  in  1840.  That  small  toA\  n of  Wrekenton  Ava.s,  I say, 
fearfully  affected  ; but  .still  I belicA'e  that  the  last  e])idemic  Avas  much  more  seA-ere  fur  a 
continuance  than  that  of  1831-32,  though  the  mortality  on  the  Christmas  night,  1831,  in 
Gateshead,  Avas,  I l)elieve,  almost  unparalleled  for  one  single  night. 

788.  {Chairman.)  We  Avished  to  take  a little  further  evidence  from  you  on  that  point. 
You  .say  you  consider  the  attack  of  1853  to  haA'e  been  seA'erer  than  any  previous  attack  ? 
—I  do. 

789.  Do  you  consider  that  that  greater  degi'ee  of  .severity  Avas  inherent  in  any  ultimate 
cjiuse  Avhich  you  may  please  to  a.ssume  ; or  do  you  think  that  it  may  haA'e  been  due  to  a 
greater  intensity  of  local  predi.sposing  caases,  such  as  filth  and  bad  sanitary  condition? — 
I do  not.  I lielieA'e  it  to  baA-e  been  that  latent  mi.schief  Avhich  !Mr.  Simon  has  so  aa’cII 
alluded  to  in  his  late  admirable  report,  and  Avhich  Ave  cannot  exactl}'  specify.  I bidieve 
that  this  tOAvn  had  a most  seA'ere  attack  from  the  beginning,  from  AvhateA'er  cause. 

790.  {Mr  Simon.)  But  are  there  not  some  local  influences,  Avhich,  as  your  evidence  Avoiild 
lead  us  to  lielieve,  lie  at  the  root  of  this  greater  development  of  cholera  in  particular 
places?  Are  there  not  some  influences  that,  from  1832  to  1853,  Avould  haA'e  been 
increa.sing  in  this  locality?  For  instance,  the  con.struction  of  the  raihvay  bridge — at  the 
same  time  that  it  brought  a number  of  Avorkmcn  and  otliem  into  the  toAvn — displaced 
from  their  habitations  a considerable  quantity  of  the  ])0or  population,  as  you  haA'e  juso 
now  shown  us?  Where  Avould  that  ])Oor  ])Oj)iilation  and  tho.se  Avorkmen  have  gone  to  ? — 
I dare  say  it  Avould  have  crowiled  itself  into  Sandgate,  or  Avherever  it  could  find  a 
resting-place  ; but  you  must  iindei'staml  that  a great  nundicr  of  these  people,  Avho  Averc 
here  at  the  building  of  the  high  level  bridge,  Avoiild  po.s.sibly  pass  aAA’ay  at  its  completion. 

791.  In  .spite  of  that,  hoAvever,  Ave  find,  from  the  census,  that  the  jiopulation  has 
increa.sed  very  considerably? — Yes  ; but  not,  probably,  the  .same  class  of  ])Opulation. 

792.  There  has  been,  no  doubt,  a large  increa.se  of  new  buildings  here? — Very  large. 

793.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Much  more  exbmsive  than  those  t.ikcn  away? — Yes. 

794.  (.1/)-.  Simon  fo  Mr.  Toion  Clerk)  But  j)crhaj)s  of  a diiferent  cla.ss  ? 

Mr.  Tort'll  Clerk:  No — residences  for  the  poor;  for  instance,  some  of  those  objectionable 
])lace.s — Dixon’.s-buildings. 

795.  {Chairman.)  That  is  in  Westgate,  in  the  suburbs,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Town  Clerk:  It  i.s. 

79().  {Chairman.)  bet  us  take  the  question  of  the,  state  of  the  soil  at  large.  We 
have  eviflence  from  our  own  eyc.s,  and  also  from  many  Avitnesses,  that  the  surface  of  a 
large  ))ro]»ortion  of  the  thoroughfares  in  this  toAvn  i.s  habitually  loa<led  Avith  excrement. 
Siippo.sing  those  thoroughfares  to  be,  cA'ery  one  of  them,  carefully  .sAVC]»t  out  at  least 
once  a day,  so  that  this  mass  of  excrement  should  remain  but  for  a fi'Av  houi's  of  e.ach  day 
on  the  surface  of  the  soil — aa'ouM  you  doubt  that  the  eliVet  of  the  rain  and  other  atmo- 
spheric influences  aa-ouII  be,  t hat  a large  portion  of  that  excrement  Avould  gradually  sir.k 
and  sink  into  the  soil,  daily  more  and  more  ? 

lh\  White:  I dare  say  it  Avould. 

797.  Do  you  doubt,  then,  that  the  .state  of  the  soil  here  has  gradually  been  getting 
Avorse  from  year  to  year? — I should  siqijiose  the  evil  aa-ouII  increa.se  as  years  Avent  on.  I 
must  naturally  draA\'  that  inference. 

798.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  that  evil  Avould  affect  fhe  higher  districts  of  the  toAvn,  as  avcH 
as  the  loAA'cv ? — I should  think  it  must  contaminate  the  air  to  a.  certain  extent  on  all 
hands.  1 cannot  .say  hoA\'  far. 

799.  (Chairman.)  Would  you  iiot,  then,  su])]»ose  that,  Avilh  such  an  increase  of  this 
poi.sonou.s  state,  of  the  soil,  there  Avould  also  be  an  increased  intensity  in  the  malarious 
e.xhalations  thence  ailsing  ? — 1 dare  say  there  Avould. 

800.  Supposing,  then,  an  ultimate  virus,  or  atino.s]iheric  ]>oisf>n  of  the  same  intensity, 
to  conic  at  successiA'c  epochs  into  a.  place,  in  Avhich  a local  ])redi.s])osing  cause,  such  as 
malarious  exhalations  from  the  .soil,  Avas  gradually  increasing,  Avould  you  not  c.\|>ect  the 
result  of  that  to  be,  that  there  should  be  an  apiiarently  increasing  .soA'crit^'  in  the 
succe.ssive  attacks  ? — In  the  places  Avhere  it  existed  1 should  natural  I}- antici]iate  that  it 
Avould  be  so. 

801.  We  Avaiit  to  knoAV  Avhat  evidence  there  is  to  dis])lace,  as  aa  c ni.ay  .say,  the  2rrimd 
/ncic  presuni])tion,  that  this  increased  .severity  of  the  cholera  in  1853  has  been  oAving, 
not  to  any  increa.se  in  the  ultimate  malignity  of  the  virus,  but  to  the,  as  it  seems  to  us, 
inevitable  increase  of  malignity  in  these  ]iredi.s]io.sing  local  causes? — In  the  ^^first  place,  I 
doubt  much  Avhether  there  has  been  an  increase  in  these  local  cau.sc.s,  and  for  this  rea.smi  : 
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I went  down  myself  and  examined  Sandgate,  and  I found  it  in  a very  much  worse  state 
than  I did  subsequently.  Of  course,  as  I have  previously  told  you,  for  the  last  few 
years  I have  not  seen  much  of  Sandgate,  but  I do  not  question  that,  previously  to  om- 
inspection,  accumulations  had  lain  there  for  a very  considerable  time,  which  subsequently 
were  not  allowed  to  accumulate  to  that  extent. 

802.  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  that,  on  your  subsequent  inspections  of 
Sandgate,  you  found  the  surface  of  the  soil  in  a cleanlier  and  better  condition  than  you 
did  at  your  first  ? — -I  found  there  was  less  accumulation.  There  were  cart-loads  upon 
cart-loads  of  horrible  and  ofiensive  stuff  in  these  places  when  I first  examined  them. 
We  brought  this  before  the  authorities,  and  the  authorities  removed  them  ; and  subse- 
quently, for  some  time,  I know  they  were  much  cleaner  than  they  had  been  before. 

803.  Admitting  that  the  condition  of  the  thoroughfares  was  from  time  to  time  better 
than  it  had  been  in  previous  years,  do  you  doubt  that  the  bulk  of  the  soil  below  was  in 
a worse  state  in  the  autumn  of  1853  than  it  had  been  in  1831  ? — I cannot  say.  I know 
this,  that  at  the  time  I witnessed  it  it  was  better  than  it  had  been  previously.  There  is 
another  reason  why  I should  think  Sandgate  better,  and  that  is,  that  since  then  there 
have  been  drains  placed  in  some  parts  ; but  my  opinion  of  Sandgate  is,  that  it  will  never 
become  much  better,  till  it  is  all  swept  away. 

804.  Still,  to  get  rid  of  that  point,  can  you  doubt  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  a vast  mass  of  decomposing  organic  matter  is  daily  and  hourly  passing  into  the  soil 
of  the  thoroughfares  of  the  town  ? — I dare  say  it  is. 

805.  Then  how  can  you  doubt  that  the  virulence  of  thi.s  particular  predisposing  local 
cause — at  least,  I mean  the  poisonous  state  of  the  soil  below — was  more  intense  in  the 
autumn  of  1853  than  in  the  autumn  of  1831  ? — I grant  you  that ; but,  at  the  same  time, 
T think  that  there  is  more  care  taken  now  in  preventing  those  horrible  accumulations 
than  there  was  in  former  days,  which  will  probably  more  than  counteract  what  you  have 
alluded  to.  That  is  my  opinion. 

806.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  think  the  balance  of  affairs  is  in  favour  of  1853  ? — Yes. 
When  you  take  into  consideration  the  drains,  which  there  are  now,  and  the  removal  of 
the  cart-loads  of  offensive  matter,  it  is  in  quite  as  good  a state  as  it  was. 

807.  Would  you  express  a stronger  opinion,  viz.,  that  it  was  in  a less  noxious  state  in 
1853  than  on  previous  occasions  ? — I would  not  like  to  enter  upon  a statement  of  that 
sort.  But  there  has  been  drainage  introduced  ; and  there  have  not  been  allowed,  as  far 
as  I understand,  the  same  horrible  accumulations  which  existed  before.  T.  brought  the 
matters  before  the  local  authorities,  who  then  acted  upon  it ; and  heaps  of  cart-loads  were 
removed  at  the  time. 

808.  {Mr  Simon.)  You  have  attributed  some  importance  to  the  fact,  that  within  the 
last  few  years  drains  have  been  made  in  Sandgate  ? — Yes,  1 have  understood  they  have. 

809.  The  advantage  of  drains,  I presume,  you  would  conceive  to  lie,  in  a great  degree, 
in  their  carrying  away  house  refuse  ? — Yes. 

810.  Are  you  aware  whether  many  houses  in  Sandgate  communicate  with  sewers? — 
I am  not. 

811.  If  there  were  official  evidence  before  you  to  the  effect,  that  in  Sandgate,  the  fact 
of  a house  having  any  means  of  discharging  its  refuse  into  the  drains  through  the 
ordinaiy  channel  of  a house- drain  was  exceptional — that,  speaking  generally  of  that 
mass  of  buildings,  the  houses  had  no  privies,  and  that  the  excrements  were  flung  abroad 
into  the  street ; would  you  still  conceive  that  the  drains  there  established,  but  serving 
veiy  little  use  as  regards  the  houses,  exerted  an  important  sanitary  influence  ? — If  they 
were  not  used,  I should  certainly  think  they  were  not  of  any  very  great  value  ; and  I 
should  think,  further,  that  an  imperfect  drain  was  probably  worse  than  no  drain  at  all — 
that  I can  agree  to. 

812.  If,  then,  in  traversing  that  district,  you  found,  as  a general  rule,  that  the  houses 
were  without  privies,  that  the  sewers  did  not  drain  the  houses,  and  that  the  gratings  of 
the  sewers  were  scattered  over  with  excrement  flung  from  the  houses,  you  would  doubt 
the  utility  of  those  drains  in  a sanitary  point  of  view,  and  the  importance  of  the 
improvement  thereby  effected  in  the  district  I — Undoubtedly. 

813.  As  respects  the  accumulation  of  filth  generally,  suppose  it  appeared  in  evidence 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera,  all  about  the  poorer  habitations  of  the 
town  where  cholera  prevailed,  there  were  more  or  less  considerable  accumulations  of 
refuse  matter,  should  you  think  that  that  would  counterbalance  to  a great  degree  the 
influence  which  you  have  attributed  to  the  previous  removal  of  certain  large  masses  of 
refuse  ? — I should. 

814.  And  if  such  small  gatherings  of  filth  had  been  pretty  generally  diffused  over  the 
area  of  Newcastle,  would  that,  in  your  judgment,  account  for  a pretty  general  diffusion 
of  the  disease  ? — I cannot  tell  how  fai-  it  migbt  operate.  I should  certainly  think  it 
would  have  a noxious  influence,  generally  speaking.  I grant  that. 

815.  Supposing  that  such  influences  were  more  generally  diffused  over  the  town  in 
1853,  and  over  a wider  area  than  on  the  occasions  of  the  former  epidemics,  Avould  you 
expect  the  disease  similarly  to  be  diffused  over  a wider  area  ? — I should,  undoubtedly. 

816.  Perhaps,  then,  in  the  first  instance,  we  may  not  have  been  able  altogether  to  bring 
out  Avhat  are  your  opinions — which  we  are  very  anxious  to  obtain — as  to  the  relation 
existing  between  epidemic  diseases  generally  and  the  presence  of  defective  sanitary  con- 
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clitions.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  us,  without  reference  to  any  particular 
(piestion  that  we  may  have  disked,  but  generally,  what  are  your  views  of  their  relations 
ill  this  respect? — 1 have  no  doubt  of  tl:e  enormous  inliuence  of  sanitary  conditions  upon 
aiiv  epidemic  which  may  prevail. 

817.  {Chah'man)  How  was  it  that  you  accounted  to  your, self  for  the  lightne.ss  of  the 
attack  of  cholera  in  ISiS-iO? — I really  cannot  tell  you,  any  more  than  I can  tell 
you  the  reason  why  a typhus  fever  occasionally  visits  us  with  gTeater  severity  at  one 
time  ttiari  another,  all  the  other  local  circumstances  being,  as  far  tis  we  know,  the  same. 

818.  {Mr.  Simon.)  As  a member  of  the  Medical  Committee  of  the  Sanitary  Association, 
you,  about  that  time,  communicated  a report,  containing  the  following  passage,  to  Mr.  Raw- 
linson — “ The  comparatively  few  cases  of  malignant  cholera  which  liave  occurred  in 
“ Newcastle  sujiply,  we  think,  amply  sufficient  evidence  both  of  the  invariable  dependence 
“ of  attacks  of  this  epidemic  on  certain  predisposing  physical  causes,  and  also  of  the 
“ necessity  for  continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  ” ? — Yes. 

819.  Does  that  .substantially  exi>re.ss  your  opinion? — Yes.  I .should  think,  of  course, 
rrenerally  speaking,  that  the  .sanitary  condition  of  a place  would  inliuence  the  cholera  ; but 
every  medical  man  knows  that  all  kinds  of  diseases  attack  with  more  or  less  malignity  at 
different  periods,  and  from  causes  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  explain. 

820.  (Chairman.)  We  have  had  from  the  reports  of  the  medical  institutions  here,  of 
which  you  are  ])hysician,  definite  expre.ssions  of  opinion  upon  this  point.  For  instance,  in 
re.spect  of  the  year  IS  tb-oO  being  healthy  as  regards  zymotic  disease,  Dr.  Headlam  in  his 
rejiort  to  the  fever  hospital  for  tlie  year  1850,  page  7,  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
attributable  in  a considerable  degree  to  the  sanitary  measures  of  removing  the  accumula- 
tions of  decomposed  animal  ami  vegetable  matter  from  the  mo.st  crowded  parts  of  the 
town,  which  had  been  adopted  in  consequence  of,the  inevalence  of  fever  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  approach  of  ejiidemic  cholera  ; and  in  a painjihlet  with 
reference  to  the  history  of  the  water  sujiply  hei*e  it  is  stated,  that  it  was  generally  con- 
sidered that  the  lightness  of  the  cholera  here  at  that  time  wjis  due  to  the  recent  cleansing 
of  the  town,  and  to  the  abundance  of  water  at  the  time.  Do  you  agree  with  the  opinions 
there  expres.sed,  or  do  you  wish  now  to  modify  them  ^ — 1 think  from  what  I have  seen  of  this 
epidemic,  tliat  had  the  .same  malignant  influence  jirevailed  in  1818-9,  as  prevailed  in  1853, 
it  would  liave  been  a very  different  attack.  1 think  that  originally  this  last  was  a much 
sevenir  attack  than  any  that  we  have  yet  Ix-cn  visited  with. 

821.  (1/r.  Simon.)  Then;  is  a question  which  we  should  like  to  ask  you,  although  it 
does  not  fall  very  importantly  within  the  range  of  our  im^uiry  ; but  you  have  alluded  to 
Wrekenton  ? — 1 have. 

822.  Were  the  sanitary  conditions  there  good? — Not  very  particularly  so  ; they  were 
ju.st  what  large  villages  generally  are. 

823.  (Chairman.)  Ts  it  within  your  knowledge,  that  Wrekenton,  though  situated  nearly 
.>()()  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Tyne,  is  situated  in  a shallow  basin,  having  no  natural 
means  or  possibility  of  drainage  whatsoever? — I am  not  aware  of  that. 

82t.  Are  you  aware  that,  on  theocca.sion  of  the  outbreak  there,  its  sanitary  condition 
was  altogether  very  unsatisfactory? — I believe  that  its  .sanitary  condition  is  not  very 
favourable. 

825.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  What  would  you  say  of  it  in  comparison  wdth  other  p*t 
villages  ? — 1 should  say  that  it  was  very  similar,  as  fair  as  general  iippeanvnees  went.  1 
have  never  strictly  entered  into  ;in  investigation  of  the  matter,  .so  as  to  be  able  to  give  an 
Ojiinion  which  would  be  veiy  importiint. 

82().  (Mr.  Simon.)  Reference  is  made  in  a report  by  Mr.  Rawlin.son,  which  is  before  us, 
on  the  state  of  the  borough  of  (hiteshead,  which  includes  M'^rekenton,  to  Ship  Lane  and 
llosegood  Sipiare  there.  Do  you  recollect  those  plaices  in  Wrekenton? — I do  not. 

827.  Places  behind  the  Shij)  Inn? — T know  the  Ship  Inn. 

828.  It  is  stated  in  this  repcart ; “ We  saw  one  or  two  rooms  in  this  locality” — which 
I believe  was  the  locaility  where  the  cholera  not  only  commenced,  but  wars  mo.st  faital — 
“ with  direct  openings  into  ash-])its.  These  rooms  were,  during  the  prevadence  of  cholerai, 
“ inhabited  by  muggers,  tinkers,  aind  broom-maikers and  it  is  further  stated,  and  I 
believe  in  resjiect  of  the  same  houses  : “ The.se  houses  at  the  time  foianed  a nest  for 
“ tinkers  and  muggau's,  who  were  continuadly  coming  avnd  going,  aind  who  located  them- 
“ selves  rent-free,  or  paiil  very  little  rent  indeed,  and  lived  huddled  together  (four  or  five 
“ in  11  house)  with  horses,  a.ssos,  dogs,  and  in  one  ca.se  pigs  ; thearshes  and  other  aiccumulai- 
“ tions  being  adlowed  to  collect  in  ai  corner  of  the  reoni?”^ — I believe  that  to  have  been 
the  (;ase — I did  not  visit  it.  'I'here  was  a hand-bill  jiublished  by  the  inhabitants,  in 
which  they'  oi'dercd  these  })Cople  to  aibsent  themselves  immediaitely,  or  worse  consequences 
might  follow. 

829.  “ And  not  only  did  the  inmates  vegetate,  ami  liehave  much  in  the  saime  way  as 
“ .Mr.  Schorey  mentions  in  his  rejiort  on  tlic!  lodging-hou.ses  of  Gateshead” — which  riTers 
to  .some  of  the  evils  of  overcrowding  and  a state  of  things  sinular  to  this — “ but  females, 
“ besiiles  males  and  (Lildreii,  often  come  out  iaito  the  lane  to  obey  the  caills  of  nature  in  a 
“ state  ofconqileti!  nudity.”  Do  you  b(‘lieve  that  to  be  .substantiiilly  true? — I dare  say  it 
is  true.  1 heard  a very  bad  account  of  them  when  I was  u]>  there.  Of  course  1 had  no 
peraonal  knowledge  of  the  matter. 
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830.  Tlien  although  Wrekenton  may  enjoy  the  advantage  of  being  situated  500  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  Tyne,  you  would  not  doubt  that,  with  the  condition  of  things  here 
described,  there  might  have  been  about  the  houses  quite  as  great  sanitary  evils  as  any 
lowness  of  level  could  have  produced  by  its  interference  with  the  drainage  ? — I think  so. 

831.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  spoke  of  the  removal  of  noxious  jiarts  of  the  town  by  the 
High-level  bridge  ; and  to  a question  asked  by  Mr.  Simon,  you  answered,  that  the  proba- 
bility was,  that  the  people  driven  out  from  there  would  go  into  Sandgate? — Yes,  at  that 
time. 

832.  The  consequence  of  which  would  be  to  overcrowd  Sandgate  ? — Very  likely. 

833.  Are  you  aware  of  the  real  facts  of  the  case  ? — I only  imagine  so,  because  they  had 
certainly  been  expelled  from  there,  and  they  would  naturally  fix  their  residence  in  some 
similar  locality.  I only  draw  an  inference  ; 1 know  nothing  of  the  actual  facts. 

834.  Perhaps  you  did  not  take  into  consideration,  when  you  gave  that  answer,  the 
extension  of  buildings,  suitable  for  the  habitation  of  those  people,  which  might  have 
occurred  in  the  surrounding  ,listrict  ? — I think  that  very  likely  this  railway  sweep  would 
take  place  too  suddenly  for  any  such  buildings  to  be  erected  in  time  ; but,  as  I stated,  I 
believe  that  a great  number  of  the  other  parties  that  were  alluded  to,  the  parties  who  built 
the  High-level  bridge,  would,  of  course  take  their  departure  when  the  High-level  bridge 
was  built. 

835.  {Chairman)  We  read  in  the  reports  of  some  of  the  medical  institutions,  I think  I 
may  say  in  almost  every  report,  that  catarrh  and  rheumatism,  and  certain  other  diseases, 
have  prevailed  “ as  usual  would  you  concur  in  the  opinion  which  ascribes  such  diseases 
as  catarrh  and  rheumati.sm  very  considerably  to  the  damp  state  of  houses  built  on,  or 
against  banks  of,  insufficiently  drained  clay? — I should  think  that  exposure  to  wet  and 
danq)  rvould  be  likely  to  produce  both  rheumatism  and  catarrh. 

836.  Would  you  concur  in  the  opinion  which  ascribes  cases  of  ague  to  the  effects  of  tho 
undrained  surfaces  of  agricultural  districts  ?— Yes. 

837.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  within  a few  years,  some  twenty  or  thirty,  ague, 
Avhich  used  once  to  be  a very  common  affection  here,  has  all  but  ceased  to  exist  ? — It  is 
true  to  my  own  knowledge. 

838.  Do  you  think  that  the  cases  of  catarrh  and  rhuematism  have  decreased  in  a similar 
proportion  ? — I cannot  say.  I am  not  aware  whether  rheumatism  or  catarrh  has  diminished 
or  not. 

839.  You  could  state  Avhether  they  have  disappeared  altogether  ? — They  have  not 
certainly. 

840.  Do  you  think  that  they  have,  in  any  material  degree,  decreased  ? — I am  not  aware 
that  they  have. 

841.  Would  you  from  thence  be  inclined  to  concur  in  the  inference  which  might  be 
drawn,  that  the  drainage  of  the  agricultural  districts,  round  Newcastle,  has  of  late  years 
increased  more  rapidly  than  the  improvement  of  the  town  in  those  respects  has  ? — I 
cannot  say. 

842.  I think  you  expressed  an  opinion,  not  very  different  from  that  expressed  b}'  Mr. 
Lee,  viz.,  that  there  were  some  parts  of  the  town  which  could  hardly  be  made  healthily 
habitable  ? — I think  so. 

• 843.  {Mr.  tSiraon.)  Which  might  advantageously  be  “ bombarded  V’ — Exactly. 

844.  (3fr.  Bateman.)  I suppose  a lucifer  match  would  do  as  well? — Far  better. 

845.  {Mr.  Toimi  Glerh)  As  they  cannot  be  reformed  they  must  be  destroyed? — Yes. 

846.  You  have  not  calculated  the  cost  of  that  process  ? — No  ; I believe  that  that  is  the 
cause  of  the  delay.  I may  mention  that  it  is  very  singular  that  Wrekenton  has  recently 
escaped  ; and  I am  not  at  all  aware  that  there  is  any  difference  in  the  state  of  Wrekenton 
at  this  moment  from  what  it  was  in  1848-9. 

847.  {Chairman.)  Would  you  guarantee  Wrekenton  through  1854  ? — No,  I would  not. 

848.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Had  there  been  any  circumstances  previous  to  1853,  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  town,  or  the  employment  of  the  lower  classes,  which  might  have  led  to  any 
sudden  overcrowding  previous  to,  or  in,  1853  ? — I think  the  state  of  the  locality  has  been 
highl}^  prosperous  in  the  period  which  you  have  mentioned. 

849.  Do  you  think  that  the  prosperity  has  been  among  that  class  of  people  which  would 
congregate  in  the  old  parts  of  the  town  ? — I think  that,  generally  speaking,  all  tlie  lower 
classes  have  participated  in  the  prosperity  of  the  late  time. 

850.  Do  you  find  that  in  prosperous  times  overcrowding  is  greater  or  less  than  in  times 
of  distress  ?- — I cannot  answer  that  question. 

851.  {Mr.  Toion  Clerk.)  Is  the  consumption  of  ardent  .spirits  more  or  less  in  prosperous 
times  ? — I should  think  the  consumption  of  spirits  is  very  much  in  proportion  to  the 
receipts  of  the  parties,  I am  sorry  to  say. 

851a.  {Chairman.)  Caiteris  paribu.s,  I suppose  a prosperous  condition  of  the  working 
classes  is  conducive  to  the  public  health,  and  adverse  to  the  spread  of  epidemic  disease 
among  those  classes  ? — I dare  say  it  is. 

852.  Poverty  is  itself  a serious  sanitary  defect ; is  it  not? — I believe  it  is  undoubtedly. 

853.  You  are,  and  I believe  have  from  the  beginning  been,  a director  of  the  Whittle 
Dean  Water  Company  ? — I have. 

854„  We  wish,  notwithstanding  that,  to  take  your  opinion  on  the  question  of  the  water. 
Ordinarily  you  believe  the  water  to  be  good  ? — I do. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


97 


8.55.  What,  in  your  judgment,  was  tlie  character  of  the  water,  say  about  the  beginning 
of  July,  wlien  they  began  to  i)ump  from  tlie  Tyne,  or  ratlier  just  before  tliey  began  to 
pump  from  tlie  Tyne  ? — I heard  no  complaint  of  it  until  about  the  period  when  that  com- 
menced. 

85G.  You  had,  no  doubt,  your  attention  drawn  to  the  state  of  the  water,  after  they 
began  to  ])ump  from  the  Tyne?— I had. 

857.  T)id  you  think  it  re([uisite,  as  a medical  man,  to  make  any  .suggestions  to  your 
])atients,  relative  to  the  use  or  disuse  of  it  ? — 1 did  not. 

858.  Are  you  of  ojiinion  that  the  water  of  the  Tyne  was  desirable  for  drinking  pin-poses? 
— The  water  of  the  Tyne  was  not  such  as  I shouhl  have  jireferred  or  recommended  ; 
certainly  not. 

859.  Do  you  entertain  no  stronger  ojiinion  than  that? — I certainly  do  entertain  a strong 
opinion  against  the  water  of  the  Tyne,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  ; and  if  any 
alternative  or  resource  hail  been  left,  it  would  not  have  been  adopted.  It  was  as  much 
aijainst  the  wish  of  the  directors  as  could  be. 

8()0.  I think  in  the  iirospectus,  ])ut  forth  at  the  time  the  company  Avas  formed,  it  Avas 
.stated  that  the  comjdaints  of  the  quality  of  the  Avater  obtained  from  the  Tyne  were  then 
universal  and  loud  ? — Ye.s. 

8()1.  Would  you  consider  that  the  quality  of  the  Tyne  Avater  had  in  any  degree 
ImproA'ed  betAveen  18-15  and  185.8? — No;  I do  not  think  it  had. 

8G2.  Then  Avould  you  think  that  the  Avater  of  the  Tyne  Avas  as  justly  to  be  objected  to 
in  1853  as  in  1815? — I think  it  Avas  objectionable;  itAv^as  a matter  Avhich  Ave  should  have 
avoided  if  Ave  could. 

8G3.  liaA'e  you  expressed  the  whole  o^‘  your  o[)inlon  iqion  the  subject? — I thiidc  so.  T 
giA'e  it  unhesitatingly,  for  I consider  that  the  company  is  not  at  all  interested  in  any  dis- 
gui.se  of  the  matter.  We  did  not  resort  to  the  Tyne  excejit  iqion  absolute  conqiidsion.  Il 
there  had  been  any  other  means  open  to  the  company,  they  Avould  liaA’e  adopted  them  ; 
and  they  only  did  it  at  the  last,  failing  all  other.s. 

8GJ.  In  your  opinion  Avould  it  have  been  ilesirable  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  classes 
in  this  toAvn,  that  baths  and  Avash-hou.ses  should  be  established  ? — Most  certainly. 

8G5.  Are  you  aware  that  about  the  year  1818,  one  establishment  of  the  kind  Avas 
instituted  ? — I am  aAvare  of  that. 

8GG.  I see,  in  the  feA^er  hosjiital  report  for  the  year  1850,  page  7,  Dr.  Ifeadlam  stated 
that  the  introduction  of  the  Avashing  and  bathiiiLr  estalilishment  in  Sand'Mte  had  had  a 
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most  salutary  effect.  Do  you  concur  in  that  ojiinion  ? — 1 have  no  doulit  about  it. 

8G7.  Dr.  Headlam  then  goes  ou  to  .say,  “So  decidedly  Ijcnelicial  has  been  its  suece.ss, 
that  1 hope  to  .see  it,  in  a short  time,  (‘xtended  to  other  pojiulous  districts  of  the  toAvii.” 
Would  you  haA'e  concurred  in  that  opinion  ? — 1 Avould. 

8G8.  Has  that  hope  been  realized  ? — 1 am  not  aware  that  there  have  been  any  more 
uilt  than  that  one. 

8G9.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  allegations  :us  to  the  state  of  that  one  establi.slnneiit  ; of 
the  extent  of  Avhich  the  ]ioorer  cla.s.ses  do  avail  themselves  of  it,  and  of  the  extent  to  w hieh, 
under  othei-  circumstance.s,  they  might  have  availed  themsclAes  of  it  ? — No. 

870.  Have  you  any  o|iinion  to  offer  Avith  reference  to  the  gas  of  this  toAvn  ? — No;  I 
havi;  not. 

871.  Do  you  u.se  it  in  your  oavii  hou.se  ? — I do  nut. 

872.  Sup])Osing  it  .should  :q)])car  that  the  quality  of  the  gas  is  such  as  to  evolve,  on  com- 
bustion, considerable  ipiantities  of  sul|)hurous  oi- sulphuric  acid,  do  you  tliiidc  that  th;it 
would  be  likely  to  exercise  a pnjudicial  eti’ect  on  thi'  jmblie  health,  ])ai'ticulaily  in  respect 
of  shopkeepei’s,  Avho  u.se  it  largely  in  the  rooms  in  Avhieh  also  they  live? — I cannot  speak  as 
to  its  effect  upon  the  health,  but  1 luiA-e  very  little  doubt  as  to  its  effect  u)H)n  propertyc  d'he 
bindings  of  books  and  perishable  articles,  1 dare  say,  might  be  injured,  if  there  Avero  a 
large  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  evolved. 

873.  Do  you  think  that  any  such  acids  could  be  evolved  in  a quantity  sufficient  to 
damage  the  bindings  of  books,  Avithout  also  damaging  the  health  of  tho.se  Avho  should 
live  for  many  hours  of  the  evening,  or  night,  expo.sed  to  the  .same  emanations  ? — 
I shmdd  think  that  very  pi-oliably  it  might  luu'e  that  cHect  ; but  I luiA’e  simply  an 
opinion. 

87f . Considering  the  ordinai-y  state  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  in  this 
town,  do  yon  thiidc  that  it  Avould  have  V)een  desirable  for  the  local  authoritii-s  to  avail 
them.selves  of  the  ])rovisions  of  any  jmblic  .statute  Avhich  might  be  in  force,  enablimi- 
them  to  provide  model  lodging-hou.ses  fiir  those  poorer  chesses  ? — I thiidc  ( hat  the  authorities 
should  have  done  eA'crything  they  could,  e.specially  in  a toAvn  like  this,  Avhere  there  are 
such  horrible  places  existing. 

875.  And  if,  by  any  local  acts,  the  local  auHiorities  should  have  been  em]roAver('d  to 
make  regulations  for  the  management  of  common  lodging-hoii.ses,  for  keepiim  them 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


D.  B.  White,  Esq.,  clean  and  wholesome,  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings,  and  for  fixing  and 
M.D.  enforcing  penalties  for  the  breach  of  any  such  regulations,  do  you  think  it  would  have 

— — been  desirable  that  those  powers  of  the  local  acts  should  have  been  put  in  force  ? — 

21st  Jan.  18o4.  Undoubtedly. 

876.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Uo  you  thiidc  that  the  water  of  the  Tyne  is,  in  its  quality,  such  as 
to  be  likely  to  jiroduce  diarrhoea? — I am  not  aware  that,  at  the  time  when  almost  the 
whole  of  the  water  that  was  supplied  to  the  town  was  sttpplied  from  the  Tyne,  there  was 
any  great  amount  of  diarrhoea  prevailing. 

877.  Probably  you  are  aware  that,  supposing  there  were  some  slight  purgative  quality 
in  the  water,  the  system,  by  long  use,  might  get  habituated  to  it  ?— I quite  agree 
to  that. 

878.  Accordingly,  the  fair  test  of  its  operation  in  this  respect  would  be  whether  it 
lirodueed  any  aperient  action  upon  a stranger  ; or  whether,  after  a long  disuse  of  it,  a 
return  to  it  would  produce  a purgative  effect  ? — I quite  agree  to  that. 

879.  From  your  knowledge  of  its  contents,  do  you  think  it  likely  that  it  would  act  in 
any  degree  as  an  aperient  or  laxative  ? — T am  not  aware  of  its  having  done  so.  Of 
course,  we  know  very  well  that  pernicious  properties  existing  in  water  will  create 
diarrhoea, 

880.  Do  you  believe  that  it  contains  a large  quantity  of  organic  matter  ? — I believe 
that  it  contained  a large  quantity  of  organic  matter,  undoubtedly. 

881.  Do  you  believe  tliat  in  hot  weather,  and  when  the  temperature  of  the  river 
would  be  considerably  raised,  that  organic  matter  would  be  likeljq  at  all  events  in 
smsceptible  persons,  to  produce  diarrhoea  ? — I would  not  like  to  speak  about  its  producing 
diarrhoea,  but  I could  have  no  doubt  that  Avater  containing  organic  matter  would  be  very 
in  j urious. 

882.  {Chairman.)  Supposing  it  should  appear  that  the  water  of  the  Tyne,  on  the  l7th 
of  October  1853,  contained  4’5  grains  of  organic  animal  matter  in  a state  of  decom- 
j)Osition,  and  2'6  grains  of  organic  vegetable  matter  in  the  same  state,  would  you  consider 
that  water  containing  .such  an  amount  was  calculated  seriously  to  affect  the  public  health? 
— I certainly  would  not  recommend  anybody  to  take  such  water,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
all  these  matters  must  be  matters  of  investigation,  and  I believe  an  investigation  was 
entered  upon  ; and  I believe  further,  that  that  investigation  did  not  tend  to  show  that 
the  Tyne  Avater  Avas  more  deleterious  than  the  other  waters  around. 

883.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  Avould  be  tlie  alternative  to  the  drinking  of  the  company’s 
water  in  Newcastle  ? — There  would  be  nothing  but  the  pants  and  wells  ; but  you  must 
understand  that  never,  during  the  whole  time  of  this  ])umping  from  the  Tyne,  did  we 
lake  more  than  one-third  from  the  Tyne. 

884.  Would  you  consider  the  pants  and  wells  likely  to  be  free  from  organic  admixture  ? 
— I have  understood  that  some  of  them  are  not  quite  free. 

885.  {Chairrium.)  Supposing  it  should  appear  that  the  geological  character  of  the  soil 
is  as  follows : — A hard  blue  clay  below,  hollowed  out,  here  and  there,  into  what  are 
called  “ bowls,”  or  “ pot-holes,”  filled  with  sand,  or  alluvium,  or  peat,  or  other  form  of 
earth  capable  of  imbibing,  and,  with  the  blue  clay  beloAv  it,  of  holding  a great  quantity 
of  water  ; supposing  it  should  also  be  stated  that  on  the  top  of  this  is  a sti'atum,  which 
sometimes  is  brick  clay  and  sometimes  a strong  loam,  but  Avhicli  is  so  veined  with 
irregular  beds  of  sand  and  gravel,  that  surface  soakage  percolates  to  a very  great  extent 
into  many  or  all  of  these  pot-holes  ; would  you,  then,  suppose  that  the  water  drawn  from 
these  jiot-holes  Avould — considering  the  filthy  state  of  the  surface  in  many  districts  of 
this  toAvn — be  likely'  to  be  free  from  the  admixtui'e  of  organic  remains,  or  similar 
deleterious  ino-redients  ? — I should  not  certainly  make  choice  of  a well  of  the  kind  which 
you  particularize,  but  I am  not  aware  of  what  the  fircts  of  the  case  are. 

886.  Supposing  that  to  be  the  geological  character,  do  you  conceive  it  probable  that 
you  would  get  pure  water  from  such  sources  in  Newcastle  ? — I believe  some  of  the  wells 
have  very  fine  and  pure  water. 

887.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  speak  from  testings  ? — Not  from  chemical  testing. 

888.  In  general  terms? — Ye.s.  I may  mention  in  refex’ence  to  that,  that  in  the  house 
at  Regent  Terrace,  which  I mentif)ned  yesterday,  that  individual  gentleman  took  alai'in 
from  the  general  rumours  that  Avere  .spread  respecting  the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company, 
and,  a fortnight  before  the  desolation  .spread  into  his  family,  ceased  from  taking  their 
water  and  had  recourse  to  a well  in  his  yard,  and  it  was  the  Avell  water  which  tl:ey  were 
drinking  at  the  time  when  this  dreadful  visitation  came  upon  them. 

889.  {3Ir.  Bateman.)  DoyouknoAV  how  long  that  well  in  his  yard  had  been  unused? — 
I do  not. 

890.  Or  the  character  of  the  pump  which  raised  tue  water  ? — I do  not. 

891.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  considered  the  instance  of  the  exemption  or  comparative 
exemption  of  the  garrison  here  during  the  late  outbreak? — The  exemption  did  not  extend 
generally,  as  far  as  I understand  from  the  surgeon’s  repoi't.  There  was  a veiy  general 
run  of  diarrha'a  cases. 
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892.  Would  you  doubt  that  out  of  the  451  cases  of  diarrhoea  -which  tliere  occurred, 
some  at  least  might  have  proceeded  into  the  more  developed  stage  of  cholera,  supposing 
no  jirecautionary  measures  had  been  adopted  ? — I think  it  is  likely  they  might  have 
done  so. 

898.  Are  you,  fi'oin  your  general  knowledge  of  the  town,  aware  of  any  particular 
natural  circum.stances  which  should  tend  to  make  the  situation  of  the  bari-acks  more 
healthy  in  an}^  re.spect  than  the  districts  immediately  arormd  them? — No,  1 am  not. 

894.  You  do  not  know  of  any  difference  of  soil  ? — No. 

895.  Or  level,  or  exposure,  or  climate,  which  in  any  material  degree  would  produce  a 
difierence  of  healthiness? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  any. 

896.  Are  you  aware  that  in  a district  called  Spital  Tongues,  within,  I believe, 
250  yards  of  the  barracks,  the  mortality  was  very  considerable  ? — I have  understood  it 
Avas. 

897.  Have  you  heard  that  hardly  a cottage  there  escaped  without  numbering  one 
or  more  deaths  among  its  inmates? — 1 have  heard  that  it  was  very  fatal  in  that 
locality. 

898.  Supposing,  then,  that  it  should  appear  tliat  the  ofHcers  of  the  garrison  took  verT 
active  jirecautionary  measures  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  diet,  and  prompt  treatment  o^ 
the  tliarrhoeal  cases,  would  you  concur  in  tlie  opinion  that  the  immunity  of  the  garrison 
from  any  cholera  cases  was  owing  mainly  to  these  precautionary  measures? — I think  to  a 
veiy  great  degree  it  might  arise  fi-oin  the  j)recautionary  measnres  adopted.  I tliink  it  is 
very  probalde. 

899.  Supposing  a local  authoiity  had  existed  in  Spital  Tongues,  and  had  commenced 
improving  the  .sanitary  condition  of  Spital  Tongues  at  the  same  date  and  with  the  .same 
energy  Avith  A\diich  the  othcers  of  the  garrison  commenced  improA’ing  its  sanitary 
condition,  do  you  see  any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  mortality  in  Spital  Tongues  might, 
at  all  events,  liave  been  greatly  mitigated  ? — I have  no  doubt  it  might  have  l)een  greatly 
mitigated.  ()i  cour.sc  1 am  Avell  aware  that  in  the  barracks  there  is  a disciphne 
and  order  Avhich  Avould  conduce  perhajis  to  render  less  noxious  the  intiuence  of  the 
epidemic. 

900.  J did  not  ask  you  Avhether  you  thought  that  a complete  exemption  miglit  Iuta’c 
been  obtained  for  Spital  Tongues  jus  for  the  garrison,  but  Avhether  the  mortjdity  in  Spitid 
dongues  might  not  have  been  considerably  mitigjited  ? — 1 (juite  agree  to  tluit. 

.901.  As  a last  ])oint,  Ave  luive  had  brought  under  our  notice,  as  a'ou  probably  are  jiAvare, 
statements  more  or  less  inculpatory  of  the  Hoard  of  Health,  or  of  its  odicers ; ;ind  Ave 
Avould  wish  you  to  exj)re.s.s,  in  ji  perfectly  unfettered  maimer,  your  opinions  on  the  suhject  ? 
— OAV'ing  to  the  authorities  ol  the  board  of  guardians  not  having  done  me  the  honour  in 
the  slightest  degree  to  consult  me  upon  the  (juestion,  1 searcely  became  aeipiainted  Avith 
those  gentlemen  ; but,  as  fir  jus  I camld  understjuid  of  their  proceeilings,  1 certainly 
consider  that  their  conduct  avjus  |»rjiiseworthy  jind  jictiA'e,  esjiccijdly  I )r.  CaA'in’s. 

902.  Would  you  countenance  jiny  cluirge,  in  any  form,  jigjiinst  jui}'  of  them? — 1 Avould 
bring  no  charges  agjiiu.st  these  gentlemen  ; but  I Avould,  Avith  that  same  cjindour  Avhich  1 
trust  1 liJiA'e  shoAvn  throughout  this  exjuniiudion,  ccrtiunly  not  extend  uia'  jpiproluition  to 
the  Avhole  ].roccediugs  of  the  Hoard  of  I'ealth.  1 am  of  opinion  that  this  dismse  avjis 
notoriously  last  Jidvancing  into  this  locality  ; and  I think  that  it  would  luive  been  better 
- -1  mean  it  the  Hoard  ot  lleJilth  had  the  poAver  (1  jim  only  .spejiking  on  tlii' sup]iosition  of 
their  luiving  luid  the  jioAver) — tluit  some  precjiutioiuii-y  mejins  should  have  lieen  taken  as 
re.spects  the  coming  on  ol  this  ejiidemic,  before  these  gentlemen  came  down. 

908.  l)o  I rightl}’  understjind  you  to  .sjiy,  tluit  your  (.'xperience  of  this  recent  ciusc 
induces  you  to  entertain  the  opinion,  that  it  ^^■ould  iuiAe  been  desirable  for  the  Jloai'd  of 
llcjdth  to  luiA’e  been  Jible  to  interfere  authoritatively  at  jin  cjirlier  jieriod  than  that  at 
Avhich  they  did? — Undoiilitedly  that  is  my  opinion. 

90  1.  lijiA'e  you  anything  lurther  to  state  on  this  jioint? — No,  1 Iuia'c  not.  1 think,  if  it 
had  bemi  jittended  to  cJirlier,  the  disease  might  Iuiat^  been  mitigjvted  in  its  tbi  in  ; e.s|)ecially 
it  jin  orgjinization  luid  lieen  cjirried  through,  jis  at  ji  former  jieriod. 

905.  ll  yon  luive  anything  to  jidd  to  the  evidence  Avhich  Ave  luive  alrcjidy  elicited  from 
you,  Ave  shall  be  luipjiy  to  receivi'  it  ? — No,  .1  Iijia'c  nothing  to  .say,  further  tluin  that  1 
perhaps  nuiy  mention  to  yon  as  interesting,  especially  to  i\lr.  Simon,  ji  fact  Ai  hicli  occurred 
lierc  some  years  jigo,  as  proving,  in  my  opinion, liy  experimental  ]iroce.ss,  t he  Jibsolutcly  con- 
tagdous  nature  of  the  disease.  in  the  yejir  1 8 t8  ji  friend  of  imm',  Mr.  (ircg.son,  called  me 
to  .see  JI  case  id  clioh  ra  to  Avhich  he  luid  had  hi,-.,  attention  drjiAvn  in  W est  Clay!,' n -street. 
I Avent  to  this  ]>laee,  and  I certainly  found,  in  ji  very  healthy  tenement,  a man,  ;i  navAy 
Jis  he  is  termed — a kind  of  sub-con trjietor — in  the  most  jierfect  state  of  cholera.  At  that, 
very  periofl  there  was  no  iliarrhfca,  that  is  to  ,say,  none  to  attract  attention,  and  no 
cholerji  cases  occurring  in  the  toAvn.  I jittended  this  man  in  conjunction  AA'ith 
Mr.  (ireg.son,  jind  the  mjin  died.  1 inquired  into  the  eirenmstanees,  Avhich  Avere  these.  4'he 
disease  at  that  time  avjis  existing  in  (loldstrearn.  I’his  iiuin  avjis  one  of  ji  fjimily  of  sub- 
contiactors  who  took  pieces  of  Avork,  jind  Avere  then  working  on  the  rjvilwjiy.  His  brother 
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M.D. 

21st  Jan.  1854. 


had  been  taken  ill,  and  the  man  had  come  into  Newcastle:  he  had  taken  fright,  and  by 
the  time  he  had  got  to  Newcastle  he  was  very  ill,  and  the  disease  went  on  after  he 
arrived  here.  The  family  had  every  comfort — yon  may  almo.st  say  luxury — for  the 
working  classes,  and  the  house  was  as  good  as  any  house  need  be,  and  none  of  the  rest  oi 
the  family  had  been  up  in  that  place.  There  was  not  another  single  case  existing  in 
Newcastle  ; nor  was  there  any  extraordinary  diarrhoea.  His  mother  nui’sed  him  ; and  the 
mother  took  the  disease  and  died.  Three  or  four  of  the  other  parties  connected  with  him, 
relatives,  also  took  it  but  slightly.  I believe  the  old  gentleman  also  took  it  rather  severely. 
But  the  result  was,  that  the  man  himself  died  ; and  he  communicated  it  to  his  mother,  and 
she  died,  and  the  rest  did  not — it  ceased  there.  Now,  what  I w:rs  going  to  say  was,  that 
my  opinion  of  the  disease  is  that  it  is  both  contagious  and  epidemic  ; and  consequently, 
if  there  had  been  an  ei)idemic  influence  at  work  in  this  town  at  that  time,  the  disease 
would  have  spread. 


Thomas  Humble,  Esq.,  M.D.,  sworn. 

906.  (Chairman.)  You  are  pliysician,  are  you  not,  to  the  dispensary  and  to  the  fever 
hosjutal  of  this  place  ? — Yes. 

907.  Hoav  many  years  have  you  been  connected  with  them  ? — As  physician  only  since 
the  year  1852,  but  as  resident  medical  officer  from  the  year  1838. 

908.  Were  you  also  secretary  to  those  institutions  ? — I was. 

909.  Have  you  not  practised  for  many  }^ears  in  the  town  ? — In  the  institution  only,  till 
within  the  last  year  and  a half 

910.  Would  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  reports  of  the  dispensary,  and  of  the  fever 
hospital,  be  inclined  to  concur  in  the  statements  of  facts  there  made,  regarding  the  difterent 
epidemics  AAdiich,  at  various  times,  visited  Newcastle  ? — I would. 

911.  Did  you  hear  Dr.  Headlam’s  evidence  yesterday  ? — I did. 

9 1 2.  Do  you  concur  in  the  expressions  of  opinion  with  reference  to  the  causes  or  aggra- 
vations of  those  different  epidemics,  which,  in  taking  Dr.  Headlam’s  evidence  yesterday,  I 
read  out  of  the  reports  of  those  institutions  ? — Certainly. 

913.  We  may  take  both  the  statements  of  facts,  and  the  expressions  of  opinion,  as  meet- 
ing with  your  approval  ? — Yes. 

914.  In  the  fever  hospital  report  for  the  year  1848,  at  page  10,  Dr.  White  says,  “nothing 
“ can  be  more  ingeniously  adapted  for  the  engendering  or  disseminating  of  infection  than 
“ the  tramper’s  boarding-house,  or  the  tenemented  dwellings  of  the  lower  Irish.  Here  fever 
“ has  its  constant  home.”  Would  you  concur  in  the  expression  of  such  an  opinion  ? — I should 
concur  in  it  in  a general  sense.  I would  not  for  a moment  say  that  in  such  a house  fever 
was  never  absent. 

915.  (il/r.  Bateman.)  You  would  read  “ seldom”  for  “ never.” — Yes. 

916.  (Ohairma'n.)  Were  }^ou  a member  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Asso- 
ciation in  1847-49  ? — I was. 

917.  Did  you,  at  that  time,  make  any  personal  inspection  of  any  districts  in  Newcastle  ? 
• — With  Dr.  White  I did  ; of  part  of  the  south  side  of  Sandgate. 

918.  Was  that  the  corporation  side,  or  the  other? — I believe  that  a good  deal  of  corpo- 
ration property  is  on  that  side — on  the  river  side. 

919.  From  your  acquaintance  Avith  those  localities,  would  you  consider  tiuit  those  dis- 
tricts have  been  materially  improved  since  the  date  of  your  report  in  1848  ? — I liave  not 
visited  those  districts  lately — -not  witliin  this  last  year  and  a half — but  at  that  time  I 
should  consider  they  Avere  much  in  the  same  state  generally  as  they  had  been  previously. 

920.  At  which  time  do  you  mean? — A year  and  a half  ago.  I did  not  consider  that 
there  was  much  dift'erence  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  district. 

921.  That  is  to  say,  you  consider  that  no  material  improvement  had  taken  place  between 
1848  and  1852? — Except  that  certain  of  the  houses  had  been  closed  which  were  formerly 
inhabited,  and  some  of  them  pulled  down. 

922.  Is  it  Avithin  your  knoAvledge  that  certain  houses,  in  badly  infected  districts  like 
Sandgate,  had  then  been  shut  up  by  the  local  autliorities  ? — They  had  ceased  to  be 
inhabited.  I am  not  aAvare  Avhether  they  had  been  shut  up  by  the  authorities  or  not ; but 
they  had  ceased  to  be  inhal3ited. 

923.  Do  you  knoAV  Avhether  they  liave  ever  since  been  re-inhabited? — That  I cannot  say. 

924.  Had  you,  at  the  time  of  the  recent  outbreak,  such  a knowledge  of  the  localities 
Avhich  you  had  previously  examined,  as  to  enable  you  to  say  Avliether  the  expre.ssion, 
“there  fever  has  its  constant,”  or  frequent  “home,”  Avould  have  been  as  applicable  to  them 
in  1853  as  in  the  year  1848  ? — I had  no  such  acquaintance  at  that  time. 

925.  (3Ir.  Bimon.) — In  the  discharge  of  3mur  duty  as  visiting  medical  officer  before 
you  Avere  physician,  in  the  days  Avhen  you  Avere  resident  medical  officer  to  the  I’ever 
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Hospital,  did  it  form  any  part  of  your  duty  to  represent  to  any  authorities  whatsoever 
the  condition  of  those  houses  Avhich  you  visited  ? — Not  at  all. 

!)2G.  Did  you,  however,  occasionally  do  so  ? — I am  not  aware  that  I did  make  any 
such  representation. 

927.  {Chairman) — Were  you  in  the  habit,  as  such  resident  officer  of  the  Fever 
Hospital,  of  visiting  patients  at  their  own  residences  ? — As  resident  officer  of  the  dispen- 
sary I was. 

928.  So  as  to  make  you  personally  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  state  of  their 
residences  ? — Yes. 

929.  During  about  what  years  Avere  you  in  the  habit  of  making  such  visits  ? — Con- 
stantly from  the  year  1838  to  1852,  with  the  exception  of  certain  periods  at  which  illness 
prevented  me. 

930.  {Mr.  Simon) — During  those  fourteen  years,  were  you  able  to  trace  any  progressive 
improvement  in  those  localities  ? — I cannot  say  that  I was.  There  were  improvements 
made  from  time  to  time ; but  Avhen  the  whole  of  the.se  alleys  are  cleaned  out,  and  are 
perhaps  perfectly  clean  one  week,  the  next  week  they  are  ju.st  as  bad  as  ever ; so  that  the 
progre-ssive  improvement,  I should  say,  was  very  slight. 

931.  {Chairman) — Do  you  think  that  that  recurring  filthiness  about  the  dwellings  of 
the  poorer  classes  is  owing  to  any  perversity  or  love  of  dirt  on  their  part  ? or  is  it  OAving  to 
the  Avant  of  proper  accommodation  in  the  dAvellings  which  they  are  forced  to  inhabit  ? — 
I should  say  that  both  those  cjiuses  were  in  operation  ; for  in  some  districts  in  other  parts 
of  tlie  tOAvn,  where  there  Avere  better  accommodations,  the  hou.ses  of  a ceidain  class  of 
people  Avere  just  as  dirty. 

932.  {Mr.  Simon)  During  the  last  six  years  of  your  service  as  Ausiting  medical 
officer  a local  Act  existed,  under  Avhich  the  toAvn  council  was  empoAV'ered  to  lay  doAvn 
rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unAvholesome  dAvellings— did  you,  in  your  practice  as  such 
visiting  officer,  see  in  the  dAvellings  of  this  class  any  evidence  of  rules  of  this  nature  having 
been  carried  into  effect? — I cannot  charge  my  memory  Avith  .seeing  the  evidence  you 
mention. 

933.  {Chairman)  Would  you,  from  your  knoAvledge  of  the  district,  have  conceived 
that  any  such  rules  or  regulations  Avere  in  force  ? — I should  not.  I am  referring  noAv 
more  e.specially  to  the  8andgate  district. 

93f.  {Mr.  Simon)  We  have  before  us  a veiy  important  paper,  signed  by  yourself,  in 
conjunction  Avitli  several  other  members  of  your  ])rofession,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Ruav- 
linson,  at  the  time  of  Ids  A’isit  in  18  f9 — being  the  report  of  the  medical  committee  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  ? — I had  forgotten  that  I had  signed  such 
a document. 


T.  Humble,  Esq., 
M.D. 


21st  Jan.  1 854. 


93.").  I should  like  to  reciill  some  of  the  passages  of  it  to  your  recollection,  to  see 
Avhether  you  Avould  be  Avilling  uoav  to  ado})t  them  as  a fair  reju'e.sentation  of  the  state  of 
things  at  the  time  ; and  I should  also  Avi.sh  to  liaA'C  your  opiidon,  as  to  Avhether  you 
believe  any  material  change  has  occurred  in  the  circumstances  to  Avhich  the  j)as.sagcs  I'cfer. 
First  of  all,  it  .s]>caks  of  an  excessiA’e  nuu'tality — of  rates  of  mortality — such  as  Ave  have 
before  us  in  the  Registrar  GeneraTs  return.  It  sa}'s  : “This  excessive  mortality  during 
“ the  last  fcAv  years  has  ari.sen  .solely  from  zymotic,  or  c])idemic,  Avhich  are  in  fact  the 
“ most  proventible,  discase.s.  Scarlatina,  inlluenza,  typhirs,  and  other  forms  of  continued 
“ fever  ; measles,  small-])Ox,  and  cholera,  are  the  chief  of  this  group,  and  the  former 
“ have  in  turn,  raged  Avith  great  scA'crity  in  this  district.” — Yes,  I jierfeetly  concur 
in  that. 


93t).  “ Scarlatina,  Avhich  raged  here  Avith  considerable  malignity  during  the  }'ear  1846, 
“ fixed  its  ju'incipal  seat  in  the  neAvly-built,  but  densely-popidated  and  much-Jieglected, 
“ district  situated  l)etw(“on  GalloAvgate,  Art  hur’s  Hill,  and  the  liarracks — a district  described 
“ in  one  of  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  A.ssociation  .as  constituting  a mcav  and  rapidly- 
“ increasing  toAvn,  Avhich  has,  Avithin  the  last  few  years,  arisen  in  the  north-AA^estern 
“ suburlj  of  NcAvc-astlc,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation.  These  streets 
“ are  mostly  inhabited  by  labouring  men  and  their  families  ; and  present,  in  a marked 
“ degree,  the  physical  and  moral  evils  Avhich  affiict  the  j)Oor  Avhen  de]>rived  of  all  official 
“ supcrint(!ndence  and  jirotcction.  Undrained,  iinpaA’ed,  they  constitute  in  Avinter  a. 
“ perfect  swamj)  ; Avliilst  the  .summer’s  sun,  acting  on  the  mass  of  anim.al  .and  A’egetable 
“ refuse  embedded  in  the  mire,  produces  the  poisonous  exhal.'itions  from  Avhich  fevers 
“ origiti.at(>.  This  district  is  consequently  the.  chief  focus  Avhence  the  epidemic  of  scai  latina 
“ (Avhich  last  year  raA'.aged  NeAvca.stle)  S])rcad  its  fatal  influence;  .and  the  morfality  here 
“among  the  children  Avas  cxcessiA’c.”  Wmdd  jmu  confirm  that? — 1 confirm  th.at. 

937.  'riien  comes  a pai-agraph  relating  to  typhu.s.  “ ’J’o  describe  the  scats  of  ty))hus 
“ and  other  forms  of  contiTuied  fcAa-r  Avouhl  be  to  enumerate  all  the  n.arroAV  undrained 
“alleys  in  the  oldest  ])arts  of  the  toAvn,  together  Avith  many  equally  unhealthy,  becau.se 
“still  more  neglected  distriets  in  the  subuvli.s.  In  m.any  ]iarts  of  Newcastle,  f(ver  max'  be 
“said  to  be  nev('r  .absent,  .and  ;i  contuiued  rc.sidenee  in  those  umvliolesomc  dwellings  is 
“certain  to  involve  the  prostration,  and  eventually  the  death  ol',  some  members  of  the 
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T.  Humble,  Esq.,  “ frimily  by  fever.  As  an  illustration  of  this  statement,  we  may  refer  to  the  statistics  of 
M.D.  “ fever  in  a notorious  locality,  during  a portion  only  of  the  epidemic  of  18d7,  by  which 

■"  “ it  appeared  that  in  nine  rooms  in  Craig’s-court,  tenanted  at  the  time  of  inspection 

] .St  J an.  1 854.  - ^ inhabitants,  there  had  been,  within  the  three  months  immediately  preceding 

“ our  visit,  no  less  than  50  cases  of  fever  and  five  deaths.” — I believe  that  to  be 
correct. 

938.  Do  you  happen,  of  yom-  personal  knowledge,  to  know  whether  Craig’s-aUey  is  still 
inhabited  ? — I believe  it  is  partly  so,  but  not  so  fully  as  before. 

939.  There  is  one  paragraph  which  is  of  quite  a different  character.  The  report  having- 
been  made  at  the  close  of  1849,  it  speaks  of  the  recent  exemption  of  the  town  from 
cholera,  in  1848-9,  in  connection  with  certain  works  of  cleansing,  then  recently  carried 
out  by  the  local  authorities,  and  with  the  improved  supply  of  water  recently  furnished  to 
the  town  ; and  then  proceeds — “ The  comparatively  few  cases  of  malignant  cholera  which 
“ have  occurred  in  Newcastle,  supply,  we  think,  amply  sufficient  evidence  both  of  tlie 
“ invariable  dependence  of  attacks  of  this  epidemic  on  certain  predisposing  physical 
“ causes,  and  also  of  the  necessity  for  continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities, 
“ lest  ^ his  fearful  disease,  in  the  event  of  a second  visitation — by  no  means  an  uncommon 
“ accident  in  its  erratic  course — should  exercise  a more  destructive  influence  upon  the 
“ inhabitants  of  Newcastle.”  That  clause  goes  to  impute  the  light  visitation  of  cholera  in 
1848-9  to  the  care  which  was  taken  by  the  authorities  at  that  time  in  extemporaneous 
works  of  cleansing.  You  agree  in  that  ? — I quite  agree  in  that. 

940.  You  agree  also  in  the  doctrine  of  the  necessity  for  continued  vigilance  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities  ? — Certainly. 

941.  Would  you  then  infer  from  the  very  gTeat  severity  with  which  cholera  recently 
prevailed  here,  that  that  continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  had  been 
absent  ? — I should  say  so. 

942.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  of  the  districts  of  Newcastle  extended,  or  so  far  as  during 
the  prevalence  of  cholera  or  just  before  the  cholera,  you  had  opportunity  of  -visiting  them, 
shoidd  you  have  said  that  their  condition  was  such  as  to  render  it  probable  that  cholera, 
if  it  reached  those  districts,  would  prevail  severely  in  them  ? — Certainly. 

943.  In  your  opinion  the  state  of  those  districts  at  that  period  would,  to  quote  a phrase 
which  is  used  in  one  of  the  fever  hospital  reports,  have  warranted  the  fear  of  an  epidemic 
disease  being  generated  among  them,  even  without  any  actual  importation  of  it  from 
abroad  ? — In  many  of  the  districts  that  would  be  the  case. 

944.  I suppose  during  the  years  that  you  worked  for  the  fever  hospital,  you  had  as 
much  knowledge  as  any  one  person  here  could  possibly  obtain  of  the  degree  in  which  fever 
prevailed  in  the  several  localities ; and  as  complete  a knowledge  of  the  geograjiliy  of  fever 
as  any  other  practitioner  here  could  have  ? — I think  I had  as  many  opportunities  of 
knowing. 

945.  It  was  your  business  to  know  the  residences  of  the  several  fever  patients? — Of 
those  who  were  patients  of  the  dispensary. 

946.  And  your  experience  on  the  subject  goes  to  contirm  tlie  sense  of  the  paragraphs 
which  I have  read,  as  to  the  universal  association  of  that  disease  with  defective  sanitary 
conditions? — In  many  districts  certainly. 

947.  Do  you  happen  to  know  Ridley  Villas  ? — I have  passed  them.  I am  not  acquainted 
■with  the  state  of  the  houses  in  them. 

948.  Carliol-street  and  Carliol-square  do  you  happen  to  know  ? — Yes  ; but  they  are  not 
inhabited,  generally  speaking,  by  dispensary  patients. 

949.  Do  you  happen  to  have  any  luiowledge  of  their  anatomy  as  regards  privy  arrange- 
ments ? — Some  slight  knowledge  of  it.  I believe  that  the  privies  are  behind  the  houses, 
and  chiefly  in  small  yards. 

950.  Are  they  privies  or  water-closets  ? — Privies  I believe.  I have  not  seen  a water- 
closet  in  that  street ; there  may  be  water-closets,  but  I have  not  seen  them. 

951.  Is  a water-closet  a rare  phenomenon  in  Newcastle?  In  the  poorer  districts  it  is 
certainly. 

952.  In  the  richer  is  it  infrequent? — I should  say  so. 

953.  Is  the  ordinary  arrangement  then,  that  of  having  an  open  privy  in  connection  with 
the  house  ? — Among  the  better  classes  in  several  streets  it  is  so. 

954.  So  that  speaking  generally  of  Newcastle,  without  distinction  oi  rich  and  poor,  but 
only  numerically,  you  would  confirm  the  impression  that  has  been  given  to  us,  that  a large 
proportion  of  the  population  is  altogether  without  piivy  accommodation,  and  that  where 
there  is  accommodation  of  the  kind,  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is  an  accommodation  by 
open  privies  and  not  by  water-closets  ? — Yes,  in  the  majority  of  cases  ; I am  merely  giving 
it  as  an  opinion ; I cannot  speak  statistically  of  the  matter. 

955.  It  is  very  important,  as  for  as  we  can,  to  establish  whether  cholera  has  or  has  not 
occm-red  in  any  considerable  groups  of  cases  in  really  healthy  neighbourhoods.  Carhol- 
street  has  been  mentioned  to  us  as  an  illustration  of  it : it  has  been  said  to  us,  “ This 
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“disease  certiiinly  does  \dsit  low  places,  Imt  it  is  not  essentially  associated  witli  defective 
“ sanitary  conditions,  for  see — it  occurred  in  Carliol-street,  in  very  good  houses,  well  tenanted 
by  decent  people,  and  always  kept  sweet  and  clean.  How  far  would  your  opinion  go 
with  that  statement  ? — I cannot  give  an  opinion,  inasmuch  as  I did  not  see  a case  of 
choleni  in  Carliol-street,  and  was  not  aware,  until  this  moment,  that  there  had  been  any 
cases  there. 

9ofi.  How  far  should  you  think  that  argument  invalidated  by  the  fact  that  there  were 
open  privies  in  immediate  connection  with  the  houses  there  ? — I should  say  that  the  con- 
nection of  open  privies  with  houses  is  exceedingly  detrimental  to  health,  and  that  anything 
which  was  detrimental  to  health  would  further  the  development  of  chofera  when  the 
epidemic  was  raging  in  the  town. 

957.  That  it  would  in  a certain  degi’ee  (perhaps  in  a gi’ejit  degree)  furnish  that  kind 
of  atmosphere,  which  the  evidence  leads  one  to  believe  to  prevail  in  its  intenser  degiees 
in  the  lower  districts  of  the  town — an  atmosphere  juedisposing  to  epidemic  disease  ? — In 
a less  degree  it  would. 

958.  You  would  not  consider  those  houses  ius  unexceptionably  healthy  ? — I should 
consider  no  house  unexceptionably  healthy,  which  had  an  open  privy  in  close  contiguity 
with  it ; more  especially  where  there  were  no  means  of  ventilation  to  sweep  off  the  effluvia 
ari.sing  therefrom. 

959.  And  in  that  locality  means  of  complete  ventilation  do  not  exist? — I believe  not. 

960.  {Chairnuui.)  Woidd  yon,  from  your  general  knowledge  of  the  state  of  Carliol-street, 
and  Carliol  Stpiare,  be  disposed  to  concur  in  an  a.s.sertion  to  the  efiect,  that  they  presented  an 
exception  to  the  ordinary  doctrine,  that  cholera  and  bad  sjvnitary  condition  were  almost 
always  to  be  found  together  ? — I should  not  say,  with  the  exception  of  the  privies,  that 
these  houses  were  in  a bad  sanitary  condition. 

961.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  taking  the  condition  of  the  privies  also  as  an  element  in  the 
case,  should  you  say  so  ? — I should  say  certainly,  that  they  were  not  in  an  unexceirtionable 
condition. 

962.  {Chairman.)  Dr.  White,  in  his  e\ndence,  first  stated  to  us  that,  although  previously 
he  had  entertained  very  strong  opinions  in  reference  to  that  doctrine — namely,  that  cholera 
oi-  epidemic  disease  was  seldom  or  ever  to  be  found  a]jart  fiom  bad  sanitary  conditions — 
his  o|)inion  had  .since  been  considerably  modified  by  his  experience  of  the  recent  outbreak  ; 
and  he  ([noted  to  us  these  places  jus  instances  or  materials  from  which  he  formed  that 
modified  oj>inion.  Would  you  then  consider  tluit  the  occurrence  of  cholera  in  a jdace  like 
Carliol-street,  Imving  obviously  bjid  sjinitary  arrangements,  in  resjject  of  [>rivies  at  least, 
would  constitute  ;i  vidid  exceidiou  to  the  previous  doctrine  ? — I would  not. 

963.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Sujiposing  that  the  :itinos])heric  decompo.sition  of  organic  impurities 
arising  from  the  soid<age  jind  eva[ioration  of  excrement,  pl.-iyed  an  important  [)ivrt  in  the 
prialisjjosition  of  a di.strict  to  cliolera  ; should  you  say  that  this  influence  existed  in  Jin 
apjjrecijible  extent  in  C'jirliol-.street  ? — 1 am  scjircely  sufflciently  well  Jicquainted  with  the 
•street  to  be  Jible  to  .say  so  ; becau.se  the.se  privies  nmy  have  been,  for  anything  1 know, 
clejinsed  out  very  frc([uently,  Jind  the  refuse  may  liave  been  removed  so  fre([uently,  lus  to 
I’ender  them  veiy  much  less  jjrejudicial  to  health  than  is  snjjpo.sed. 

96  k But  would  any  pnicti(jjible  fre([uency  of  cleansing  jjrevent  the  soakage  of  ordure 
Jind  urine  into  the  soil  ? — It  could  not  do  .so. 

965.  {Ckalrnmn.)  Su])j)Osing  an  all  but  model  house  to  be  existing  in  a locjility,  Avhich 
we  will  term  Ridley  Villjus,  and  su|>posing  it  to  be  surrounded  on  several  sides  with 
decidedly  pe.stiferous  lo(;ali ties,  would  yon  ccjn.sider  the  a))pearanee  of  cholera  in  that  house 
to  constitute  any  e.xcepticm  to  tluit  .same  doctrine — that  tilth  and  choleni  are  almost  Jilways 
(io-existent  ? — No  ; for  the  inhabitants  of  that  house  would,  in  Jill  probjibility,  be  brejithing 
the  exhaljitions  from  the  locJilities  to  which  you  Jire  referring. 

966.  {Mr.  Simo)i.)  Hjive  you  paid  Jittention  to  the  meaning  of  nites  of  mortality,  as 
shown,  for  instjince,  in  this  stjitement  by  the  regi.strar  gimerjil  ? — No. 

967.  You  have  Jiot  turned  your  attention  to  the  difference  of  death-rates  [jrevailing  in 
different  towns  in  Enghind  ? — I luive  not. 

968.  {Cha  irman.)  Did  you  hear  Dr.  Hejidlam’s  evidence  ye.sterdjiy  ? — I did — the  greater 
[jiirt  of  it. 

969.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion,  which  I think  he  expressed — namely,  tluit  there  was 
no  good  evidence  or  even  allegation  of  the  cholera,  on  this  last  occasion,  luiving  been 
imported  by  mcjins  of  infecte<l  .slii[)s  coming  from  infected  localities,  or  by  inflicted  [lersoiis  ? 
• — 1 agree  with  tluit.  1 am  not  aware  tluit  there  is  an  instance  of  any  such  thing  luiving 
lia[)pened. 

970.  You  may  supjjose  an  iiii|)ortation  from  Jibroad  by  atmospheric  influence  ; but  you 
are  not  aware  of  imporbition  l)y  infected  ship  or  [jerson  ? — I jun  not  aware  of  such  having 
been  the  cjuse. 

971.  (M r.  Simon.)  Was  your  attimtion  during  the  jieriod  of  the  hite  epidemic  directi'd  lo 
the  water  .supply  of  this  town  ? — Not  especially  , so,  lam  awaiv  that  previouslv  to  the 
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epidemic  the  water  was  very  l)ad,  and  very  much  complained  of  in  the  months  of  July 
and  August — more  especially  in  the  western  part  of  the  town. 

972.  When  you  say  that  the  water  supply  was  very  bad,  do  you  mean  in  quality  or 
quantity  ? — It  was  complained  of  as  being  bad  in  quality. 

973.  Do  you  receive  your  water  supply  from  the  Whittle  Dean  Company  ?— Yes. 

974.  What  was  your  personal  experience  of  the  quality  of  the  water? — During  the 
months,  I think,  of  July  and  August,  the  water  was  very  much  discoloured — very  yellow, 
an<l  very  dirty — so  much  so  that  none  of  my  family  or  servants  could  drink  it. 

975.  What  about  the  taste  of  it  ? — I cannot  say  that  I ever  tasted  it.  I may  add  that 
our  supply  of  drinking  water  is  derived  from  one  of  the  pants  of  the  town,  in  Blackett 
Street,  wliich  is  very  good  water. 

976.  Were  you  deterred  from  using  the  company’s  water  by  its  appearance  ? or  do  you 
not  usually  employ  it  ? — We  do  not  usually  employ  it. 

977.  Did  you  think  it  necessary,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  water,  to  dissuade 
any  of  your  patients  from  drinking  it? — During  the  cholera  I did  so — my  own  family. 

978.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  dissuade  any  other  of  your  patients  ? — I cannot  say  that  I 
did. 


979.  {Mr.  Simon.)  To  speak  of  bad  water  is,  of  course,  but  a vague  way  of  speaking. 
Water  is  I ad  if  it  is  turbid,  and  yet  the  mere  fact  of  its  being  turbid — if  it  were  turbid,  for 
instance,  Avith  sand — would  not  be  very  deleterious  to  health.  Have  you  any  impression 
as  to  the  character  and  specific  nature  of  the  badness  of  the  Avater  at  that  period  ? — I did 
not  make  an  examination  of  the  water  at  that  time. 

980.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  discolouration? — I haA’e  heard 
that  the  water  was  pumped  up  from  the  Tyne,  and  of  course  the  water  that  flowed  in  the 
Tyne  was  discoloured. 

981.  Did  the  water  appear  foul  to  you  ? — Yes. 

982.  I mean  not  simply  turbid,  but  as  though  it  contained  rotten  stuft*  of  any  kind  ? — 
I cannot  say  that  the  water  ever  had  a bad  smell  to  my  knowledge,  though  I have  heard 
it  stated  that  such  was  the  case. 

983.  And  you  did  not  proceed  further  in  the  inquiry  ? — I did  not. 

984.  Did  jmu  hear  fi*om  any  of  your  patients  complaints  of  the  flavour  of  the  water  ? — 
Not  from  any  patients,  but  I remember  one  morning,  in  pas, sing  along  Elswick  Lane,  seeing 
a Avoman  shew  the  collector  of  the  Water  Company  a glass  of  it ; she  complained  very 
bitterly,  and  declined  paying  the  rate  which  Avas  demanded  of  her,  on  account  of  the 
badness  of  the  water. 

985.  {Chairman.)  I think  you  stated  that  at  one  time  you  were  pretty  familiar  with 
the  district  of  Sandgate  ? — Yes. 

986.  Had  you  occasion  at  that  time  to  observe  the  form  of  construction  of  the  houses 
there  ? — Yes. 

987.  We  have  had  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  with  Sandgate 
Avould  be  to  bombard  it,  or  apply  a lucifer  match  to  it,  and  build  it  up  again.  Noav  Ave 
want  your  opinion  in  reference  to  that  point.  Do  you  think  that  the  state  of  house 
construction  in  Sandgate  would  admit  of  that  district  practically  being  put  into  a good 
.sanitary  condition  ? — Not,  I should  say,  without  pulling  one-half  of  it  down. 

988.  You  Avould  not  bombard  the  whole,  but  would  pull  one-half  of  it  down  ? — Perhaps 
that  might  be  the  best  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  end. 

989.  Supposing  you  pulled  every  other  of  those  double  back-to-back  rows  of  houses 
doAvn,  Avould  not  the  back-to-back  form  of  construction  of  the  alternate  double  roAvs  still 
be  very  objectionable  ? — Certainly. 

990.  Supposing  you  had  between  the  fronts  of  two  such  sets  of  back-to-back  rows  of 
houses  not  merely  the  chinks  which  at  present  exist,  but  also  the  open  .space  now  occupied 
by  an  intermediate  set  of  back-to-back  rows,  would  not  that  still  remain  a very  objection- 
able form  of  house  construction  ? — I think  it  Avould. 

991.  You  are  also  probably  aware  of  the  practice  in  this  town  with  reference  to  the 
buildiug  of  houses  into  banks  ? — Yes. 

992.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  as  to  that  being  highly,  and  I may  say  radically 
objectionable,  as  a form  of  house  construction  ? — I do. 

993.  {Mr.  Simoni)  In  your  experience  of  the  houses  of  the  poorer  classes,  particularly 
of  the  tenemented  houses,  used  you  to  find  much  inconvenience  and  much  filth  occa- 
sioned b}^  the  absence  of  privy  accommodation  ? — Yes  ; their  “ kits  ” were  kept  either 
in  the  room  or  at  the  stair  head,  and  they  were  very  foul  and  very  ofiensive,  generally 
speaking. 

994.  So  that  either  in  the  room  or  at  the  stair  head  there  Avas  an  atmosphere  of  their 
OAvn  excrements? — Generally  speaking  there  was  ; it  depended  upon  the  frequency  Avith 
Avhich  the  excrements  were  emptied.  In  some  instances  in  Sandgate  you  never  felt  it ; 
they  Avent  outside  and  did  not  deposit  their  excrements  in  the  house. 
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995.  The}'  deposited  them  where  ? — In  the  gutters  or  in  the  privy. 

99().  On  the  linal  issue  of  these  “kits,”  wliat  became  of  tlieir  contents? — I Leliev'e  they 
were  generally  thrown  into  the  chare,  or  upon  the  ojjen  grating  of  the  drain. 

997.  (Chairman.)  Would  you  .say  that  a considerable  proportion  of  the  excrement  of 
these  districts  found  its  way  into  the  thoroughfares  of  the  districts,  and  had  to  be  removed 
by  scavenage,  if  it  was  removed  at  all  ? — Certainly,  unless  by  a heavy  shower  of  rain  it 
might  be  removed  in  that  way  ; washed  away  into  the  river. 

998.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Was  the  scavenage  very  regularly  performed  in  these  polluted 
neiirhbourhoods  ? — Not  at  all  so. 

999.  (Chairiimn.)  Would  any  amount  of  scavenage  have  availed  to  keep  a district  so 
radically  deficient  in  jirivy  accommodation  clean  or  wholesome  ? — Not  considering  the 
character  of  the  inhabitants  who  generally  live  in  that  district ; they  are  too  careless  of 
their  own  comfort. 

1000.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Would  you  expect  among  a poor  population — among  a population 
very  imperfectly  educated  in  the  meaning  of  sanitary  regulations — having  no  jirivy 
accomn’iodation  whatsoever,  and  who  were  habitually  obliged  to  discharge  their  excre- 
ments into  “kits,”  into  chamber  utensils  of  one  kind  and  another,  that  they  should  take 
the  trouble  of  carrying  this  cumbrous  and  foul  vessel  to  any  considerable  distanca  to  get 
rid  of  it  ?— Certainly  not;  that  wa.s  the  meaning  of  my  answer. 

1001.  You  would  expect  that  it  would  be  emptied  out  directly  at  or  close  to  the 
doorway  of  the  house  ? — Certainly. 

1002.  And  that  was  the  cfuse? — Yes. 

1008.  And  the  scavenage  in  these  neighbourhoods  was  not  regular? — It  wa.s  not 
regularly  performed. 

loot.  There  were  accumulations  of  filth  in  the  jiassages  ? — There  was  generally  a layer 
of  filth. 

1005.  (Chairman.)  Supposing  a layer  of  filth  .should  be  deposited  daily  on  the  suiTace  of 
the  thoroughfares  of  a considerable  district,  and,  after  lying  there  for  one  or  more  hours, 
should  be  removed  by  very  careful  and  diligent  scavenage  at  least  once  a day,  at  some 
time  or  other,  can  you  doubt  that  such  a state  of  things  would  lead  to  a gi’adiial 
.saturation  of  the  .soil  below  with  fa’cal  matter? — To  a certain  extent,  of  cour.se,  it  Avould. 

100().  Do  you  doubt,  then,  that  under  the  .state  of  things  which  has  existed  in 
Sandgate  and  elsewhere  for  the  hust  twenty  years,  the  soil  of  a considerable  number  of 
di.stricts  has  been  becoming  gradually  more  and  more  .sewage-sodden? — 1 cannot  doubt  it. 

1007.  As.suniing  that  that  is  the  c.ase,  and  that  the  soil  of  certain  di.stricts  has  gradually 
become  more  and  more  saturated  with  faral  filth,  Avouhl  you  entertain  the  opinion  that 
that  AV'ould  account  for  the  greater  intensity  of  the  recent  outbreak  of  cholera,  and  for 
the  spread  of  the  cholera  from  the  ])oor  inhabitants  of  tho.se  districts  (to  Avhich,  in  1881, 
it  was  confined)  to  the  miildling  cla.sses,  inhabiting  better  di.stricts  in  the  vicinity,  to 
Avhich,  in  1858,  it  extended? — To  a certain  extent,  I think  it  Avould  ; but  it  appe.ars  to 
me  that  the  epidemic  of  1858  was  more  severe  in  its  intensity  than  any  previous 
e])ldeniic  Avhlch  we  liaA’e  ev'cr  had. 

1008.  When  you  say  more  severe,  do  you  mean  in  the  extent  of  the  cases  or  in  the 
severity  of  the  ca.ses? — Doth. 

1009.  I remember  to  have  seen  it  stated  in  a rejHtrt  by  Dr.  Clanny,  (pioted  by  Dr.  Eiad, 
that  on  the  25th  of  Decemlier  1881,  the  first  ca.se  of  cholera  Avais  reportisl  in  Gati'shead, 
and  that  on  the  27th — that  is  to  say,  Avithin  two  days — 172  persons  h.ad  been  attacked, 
and  ()8  had  died.  Do  you  think  that  the  recent  outbreak  of  cholera  in  NeAvcastle 
pre.sented  any  instance  of  greater  intcn.sity  than  that? — Not  than  in  that  single  instance. 

1010.  Do  you  entertain  the  opinion  strongly  that  the  recent  outbreak  Avas,  in  its  own 
nature,  more  virulent  than  jireceding  ones? — From  the  ca,ses  that  1 .saw  in  1881,  1 shoidd 
say  the  last  outbreak  Avas  certainly  more  A'irulent.  'These  are  matters  of  opinion. 

1011.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  able  to  give  us  any  information  on  this  point — Avhether 
houses  that  have  been  l)iiilt  Avithin  the  municipal  juri.sdiction,  in  the  course  ol‘  the  last 
fifteen  years,  are  better  arrangi'd  for  sanitary  jnirposes,  or  better  ])rovidetl  Avith  ap])llances 
for  health,  than  tho.se  of  a former  date — I spiaik  of  the  (hvellings  for  the  poorer  cla.s.ses  ? 
— I can  scarcely  tell  the  extent  of  the  municipal  juri.sdiction 

1012.  Is  8hiehl-(icM  within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction?  Perhaps  Mr.  Clayton  can 
inform  ns  ? 

(Mr.  Town  Cleric.)  It  i.s. 

1018.  (J/r.  Simon.)  What  is  the  condition  of  the  houses  recently  built  there? — The 
hoiLses  are  smaller,  and  ap|)ear  on  the  outside  to  be  better  adapted  for  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor  than  those  Avhich  have  been  existing  for  many  years  in  Sandgate.  I cannot  say 
that  I can  speak  of  the  internal  arrangements. 

1014.  Do  you  knoAV  Avhether  they  are  drained  ? — I li.aA'e  been  told  that  there  is  oue 
drain  in  Shield-field  ; I am  not  aAvare  that  there  are  more. 
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1015.  Do  you  know  Garth-heads  ? — Yes. 

1015  a.  What  is  the  character  of  the  property  there  ? — The  houses  are  smaller  ; they  are 
not  so  Irigh ; there  are  not  such  blocks  of  buildings  as  in  Sandgate,  and  the  general 
chai’acter  of  the  inhabitants,  I think,  is  better  than  tliat  of  Sandgate. 

1016.  Is  there  paving  round  about  these  houses  ? — In  the  back  streets  I believe  there 
is  none. 

1017.  Do  you  know  Park-place,  Prudhoe-street  ? — Perfectly  well. 

1018.  Is  it  in  good  condition? — I should  say  that  Park-place  itself  is  not  in  bad 
condition ; there  are  some  entries  in  it — there  is  the  entry,  Srnith's-court,  Park-place,  in 
which,  in  1846,  almost  every  house  contained  scarlet  fever. 

1 01. 9.  And  are  those  new  buildings — at  least  within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ? 
— I should  think  within  the  last  forty  years.  I am  not  aware  of  the  date  of  those 
buildings. 

1020.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Far  more  than  twenty  years  ? —Yes,  I may  say  far  more 
than  twenty  years  in  Park-place. 

1021.  {Mr.  Simon)  Brandling-place? — I do  not  know  much  of  Brandling-place. 

1022.  Mitchison’s-buildings  ? — -I  do  not  know  that  place. 

1023.  Do  you  know  Dublin-terrace  ? — Not  by  name. 

1024.  About  the  Westgate  distiict,  about  Buckingham-street  and  the  neighbourhood 
of  it,  there  is  a good  deal  of  one  sort  of  new  buildings  there,  is  there  not ; in  Oyster 
Shell-lane  and  Dixon's-buildings  ? — Yes,  in  Dixon’s-buildings  there  is. 

1025.  Is  that  a good  conditioned  property? — Dixon’s-buildings  is  peculiaidy  ill- 
conditioned. 

1026.  In  what  respect? — In  respect  of  the  population  dwelling  there,  in  the  first 
instanc'',  the  want  of  drainage  and  the  state  of  the  roads. 

1027.  The  want  of  paving? — The  want  of  paving  and  the  swampy  condition  of  the 
roads,  making  it  very  difficult  for  a carriage  of  any  description  to  pass  through. 

1028.  {Chairman)  In  your  experience  of  the  district  of  Sandgate,  or  of  any  other 
district  with  which  you  are  accpiainted,  did  you  see  signs  or  evidences  of  adequate 
sewerage  existing  ? — I saw  in  those  districts,  for  instance,  in  Sandgate,  large  accumulations 
of  filth  lying  about  on  the  surface.  I believe  that  there  were  sewers  there,  but  whether 
the  houses  were  drained  into  them  or  not,  I cannot  say.  I believe  not. 

1029.  With  regard  to  ash-pits,  in  a district  like  Sandgate,  where  the  privy  accommo- 
dation is  deficient,  how  did  you  find  the  accommodation  in  respect  of  ash-pits? — The 
refuse  and  ashes  were  carried  out  in  tubs  or  kits,  and  taken  away  by  carts. 

1030.  Did  you  find  any  ash-pits  in  the  houses  ? — I have  occasionally  done  so. 

1031.  In  what  state  did  you  usually  find  those  ash-pits? — In  some  instances  I have 
seen  large  accumulations  of  ashes  ; I allude  more  particularly  to  an  entry,  which 
has  since  been  pulled  down  and  rebuilt. 

1032.  Do  you  remember  more  than  that  one  case,  in  which  the  ash-pits  of  a district  at 
large  were  habitually  in  an  unemptied  or  uncleansed  state  ? — I cannot  say  that  I do. 

1033.  Did  you  find  ashes  and  filth,  and  so  on,  which  ought  to  have  been  thrown  into 
ash-pits,  thrown  al)out  where  ash-pits  were  present  ? — I have  seen  that. 

1 034.  Was  that  done  before  the  ash-pit  was  full  ? — I am  sure  I could  not  speak  to  that. 

1035.  Have  you  ever  found  walls  damp,  and  in  a bad  condition  in  that  respect? — 
Yes. 

1036.  Was  that  dampness  with  pure  water,  or  rain  water,  or  did  you  ever  see  anything 
worse  ? — I cannot  say  that  I ever  saw  anything  worse. 

1037.  Have  you  habitually  found  any  number  of  houses  in  want  of  what  you  would 
call  proper  cleansing,  and  whitewashing,  and  purifying  ? — Yes. 

1 038.  Supposing  it  should  appear  that  in  a local  Act,  which  has  been  in  force  here  since  1 846, 
this  enactment  were  to  be  found  : that  when  it  should  appear  to  the  council  conducive  to  the 
public  health,  and  when  it  might  tend  to  prevent  or  check  infectious  or  contagious  disease, 
it  should  be  lawful  for  the  council  from  time  to  time,  if  tliey  should  think  it  expedient,  to 
order  the  occupier  of  any  dwelling-house,  within  the  .said  borough,  to  whitewash,  cleanse, 
and  purity  the  same  in  such  manner,  and  within  such  time  as  the  council  might  deem 
reasonable,  or  if  he  neglected  it,  to  do  it  themselves  at  his  expense ; would  you,  from  your 
experience  of  the  dwelling  houses  generally  in  such  districts,  have  been  led  to  the  con- 
clusion that  that  power  had  been  enforced  in  the  six  or  seven  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  the  passing  of  that  Act? — No. 

1039.  You  would  not  think  tliat  the  dwelling  houses  had  been  cleansed,  and  so  on  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

1040.  In  cases  where  it  woidd  have  been  conducive  to  the  public  health  that  they  should 
have  been  cleansed  ? — Ju.st  so. 
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1041.  Considering  generally  the  state  of  the  habitations  to  Avhich  the  lower  cl;isse.s  of 
this  town  are  obliged  to  resort,  Avoiild  it,  in  your  opinion,  have  been  desirable,  if  power  had 
existed  for  the  locsil  authoiitiesso  to  do,  to  provide  better  lodging-houses  for  them  ? — Better 
lodirinsr-hoiLses  would  be  verv  desirable  indeed. 

1 042.  Supposing  it  should  appear  that,  by  an  Act  which  has  been  in  operation  since  the 
24th  of  July  18.51,  the  tovm  council  of  any  borough  were  authorized  to  borrow  money,  to 
buy  lands,  to  erect  lodging-houses,  to  contract  for  the  supjtly  of  those  lodging-houses  with 
water  and  gas,  to  make  byehiAvs  for  regulating  them,  to  make  charges  for  the  tenancy  or 
occupation  of  them,  and,  in  fact,  to  erect  and  maintain  model  lodging-houses  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poorer  classes,  do  you  think  that,  especially  in  the  circumstances  of  Newcastle,  it 
would  have  been  desirable  for  the  local  authorities  here  to  avail  themselves  of  the  permissive 
and  discretionary  powers  thereby  conferred  upon  them  ? — 1 think  it  would. 

1043.  {Mr.  Svfrwn)  Do  you  think  that  such  circiunstances  as  you  have  mentioned  in 
your  de.scription  of  Sandgate,  and  such  comhtions  as  exist  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  in 
other  parts  of  the  tovm,  would  .seem  to  render  it  peculiarly  de.sirable  that  model  lo  ’ging- 
houses  .should  be  established  for  Newcastle  ? — I should  say  it  Avas  very  desirable.  I am 
not  aware  that  NeAvcastle  presents  any  ])eculiarity  in  that  respect,  more  than  other  toAvns, 
inasmuch  as  I am  not  aAvare  of  the  state  of  other  toA\m.s. 

1 044.  But  in  resjiect  of  its  containing  such  a district  as  Sandgate,  Avitli  a population  of 
nearly  .5,000  persons,  almost  entirely  destitute  of  privy  accommodation  and  ash-pits,  should 
you  think  it  would  become  jieculiarly  incumbent  upon  those  A\"ho  have  the  charge  of  such 
matters  to  see  that  those  things  Avere  provided  ? — If  the  Act  of  Parliament  gave  them  power 
to  do  so,  ye.s. 

104.5.  (ChoArnvxn.)  Supposing  under  any  local  or  public  Act,  or  both,  the  toAvn  council 
of  this  town  had  had  poAvers  conferred  upon  them  for  the  AveU  ordering  of  common  lodging- 
houses,  would  you  be  of  ojiinion  that  the  non-enforcement  of  those  Acts,  during  the  years 
which  elapsed  betAveen  their  jiassing  into  Acts  respectively,  and  the  recent  outbreak  of  the 
cholera  here,  might  Iiave  had  any  influence  on  the  aggravation  of  that  outbreak  ? — J con- 
sider that  the  over-ci'owding  of  people  together  is  one  of  the  principal  cau.ses  Avhich  predis- 
pose to  epidemic  disea.ses  in  general,  and  to  cholera  among  the  rest. 

1046.  Can  yoii  proceed  to  any  further  inference  in  answer  to  my  question  ? — That  it 
would  haA’e  been  desirable  to  have  had  the  Lodging-houses  Act  carried  into  oj)eration. 

1047.  Sujiposing  the  Common  Lodging-hou.ses  Act  had  been  carried  into  operation  zea- 
lou.sly,  from  the  time  of  its  pas.sing  in  18.51,  or  the  109th  section  of  the  local  Act  of  1846, 
from  the  time  it  passed  into  laAV,  do  you  think  that  this  might  have  had  any  efl'ect  in 
mitigating  the  outbreak  ? — 1 think  it  Avould  lawe  had  an  efl'ect  in  lessening  the  amount  of 
predisposing  causes  to  the  e])idemic. 

1048.  Did  you  hear  the  (pi&stions  Avhich  Ave  addressed  to  Dr.  White  or  Mr.  Grainger, 
AATth  reference  to  the  recent  immunity  of  the  garrison  ? — Yes. 

1049.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  very  numerous  cases  of  diarrhoea,  Avhich 
there  occurred,  Avonld  jn-obably  in  many  instances  liave  ]»roceeded  into  the  more  advanced 
stage  of  cholera,  if  certain  precautionary  me;isures  had  not  been  adcjhed? — Certainly. 

10.50.  Would  you  go  so  far  as  to  .say  that  tlie  fact  of  no  de.ath  haA’ing  occurred  amone 
519  people,  althougli  451  casiis  of  diarrhoea  presented  themselA^es  in  that  number,  might 
be  owing  to  the  precautionary  measures  of  cleanliness,  diet,  and  juompt  treatment  wliich 
they  received  at  the  hands  of  the  garrison  oflicers  ? — I should  say  that  it  might. 

1051.  Lastly,  you  cannot  have  failed  to  liiair  something  Avith  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  ; we  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  the  expression 
of  your  oj)iidon  upon  that  subject  ? — I am  of  opinion  that  the  officer  acted  in  a most 
prai.seworthy  manner  ; that  lu*  did  all,  as  far  as  I could  judge,  that  he  was  .able  to  do 
under  the  circumstance,s. 

10’52.  (Mr.  S'nno'H.)  You  say  “he,”  do  you  speak  of  .Mr.  Gi'ainge.r  or  Dr.  GaA'in  ? — Idie 
rpiestion  refers,  1 ])resume,  to  Mr.  Grainger. 

1053.  {ChairxHd/n.)  Would  you  countcna-nce,  so  far  as  your  knoAvledgc  extends,  anj'^  of 
the  charges  as  to  tardiness,  inefficiency,  uuAvillingness  to  .adopt  reason.able  suggestiona,  or 
any  of  the.  many  inculpatory  allegations  which  h.ave.  been  made  before  us  ye.sterd.ay  and 
to-day  ? — Certainly  not. 

1054.  Have  you  any  further  lemarks  which  you  would  wish  to  offer? — 1 cannot  say 
that  I have.  1 shall  be,  happy  to  answer  any  (piestions. 


Dennis  Emrleton,  Es((.,  M.D.,  sworn. 

1055.  {Cliairm/tn.)  You  are  one  of  the  phy.sicians  to  the  infirm,aiy  ? — Ye.s. 

1056.  How  many  years  have  you  Ix'en  ,so  ? — 1 Avas  elected  in  the  .spring  of  last  year. 

1057.  You  Avere  previou.sly  a lecturer  on  anatomy  and  ])hysiology  in  the  college  of 
medicine  in  connection  Avith  the  Durham  UuiA'ersity  ? — Yes,  and  still  am. 


T.  Humble,  hsq. 
M.D. 


21st  Jan.  1854. 


Dennv  Etnhleten, 
Ettq.,  M.D. 


20th  Jan.  1854. 
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MINUTES  OE  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Dennis  Emblcton, 
Ese/.,  M.D. 


20tli  Jan.  18.54. 


1058.  How  many  years  have  you  practised  in  this  town  ? — Since  1839. 

1059.  Did  you  witness  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1832,  in  Newcastle? — Yes;  as  a student. 

1060.  Did  you  also  witness  that  of  1819  ? — Yes. 

1061.  We  yesterday  took  a good  deal  of  evidence,  which  I think  you  heard,  with  refe- 
rence to  statements  made  and  opinions  expressed  in  the  reports  of  the  dispensary  and  fever 
hospital ; taking  Dr.  Headlam's  o})iniori  as  to  the  correctness  of  those  statements  and 
opinions.  Is  it  your  opinion,  also,  that  we  may  take  those  statements  and  opinions  as 
correct  ? — I believe  so  ; I believe  they  are  correct.  I know  that  Dr.  Humble  was  house 
surgeon  for  some  years,  during  the  time  when  those  reports  were  made  ; and  I know  him 
to  be  a perfectly  trustworthy  physician. 

1062.  Considering  the  various  epidemics  of  typhus,  of  scarlet  fever,  of  Irish  fever,  of 
inliuenza,  of  small  pox,  and  of  cholera,  which  by  those  reports  appear  to  have  been  preva- 
lent here  since  the  year  1838  downward,  do  you  think  that  the  town  of  Newcastle  has 
been  visited  with  epidemics  more  than  ordinary  towns  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of;  except 
as  regfards  the  last  visitation  of  cholera. 

1063.  Do  you  agree  in  the  opinion  delivered  by  Dr.  Headlam,  that  cholera  has  been 
present  here,  sporadically,  ever  since  1831-32  ? — 1 believe  that  cases  have  occasional!}’- 
occurred ; very  few  probably  and  at  distant  intervals.  I know  that  some  of  the  cases, 
called  cholera  cases,  have  been  disputed  as  to  whether  they  were  cholera  cases  or  not ; but 
1 have  not  seen  any  of  them  myself,  and  therefore  T cannot  speak  personally  to  them. 

1061.  Do  you  think  that  typhus  and  ordinary  forms  of  fever,  when  not  present  in  an 
epidemic  form,  have  been  more  prevalent  here  than  might  fairly  be  expected,  considering 
the  size  of  the  town  and  the  extent  of  the  population  ? — I do  not  think  Newcastle  has 
been  worse  in  that  respect  than  other  large  towns  of  the  same  or  greater  size. 

1065.  Have  you  any  definite  acquaintance  with  the  statistics  on  that  head  ? — No,  I can- 
not say  that  I have. 


1066.  Looking  on  this  statement  by  the  Registrar  General,  giving  the  rates  of  mortality 
per  thousand  in  the  several  years  since  1839,  would  not  you  consider  those  rates  liigh  ? — 
Yes,  I should  say  they  are  high ; but  I think  in  many  other  large  tovms  the  rates  will 
be  found  quite  as  high. 

1067.  Do  you  know  any  such  town  ? — No,  I cannot  speak  from  facts.  I know  that 
Newcastle  has  been  supposed  to  stand  rather  low  on  the  scale  of  health  as  regards  the 
towns  of  the  kingdom ; but  there  are  othei's,  I understand,  worse,  and  some  which  are 
about  the  same  as  Newcastle.  I am  not  aware  that  Newcastle  stands  the  lowest  in  the  list. 

1068.  With  reference  then  to  the  views  expressed  in  the  reports  of  the  medical 
institutions  to  which  I have  alluded,  and  to  the  opinions  delivered  by  Dr.  Headlam  and 
others  in  corroboration  of  them,  namely  as  to  the  want  of  cleanliness  and  good  ventilation, 
and  what  are  ordinarily  understood  as  sanitary  conditions,  being  the  causes  of  those 
epidemics,  do  you  concur  in  those  views  and  opinions  ? — I do  not  think  that  those  things 
are  exactly  the  causes  of  the  epidemics. 

1069.  The  causes  of  the  aggravation  of  the  epidemics? — Ye.s,  I think  that  all  those 
things  tend  to  the  increase  of  epidemics ; but  I do  not  think  that  they  are  the  cause  of  them. 

1070.  You  think  that  the  virulence  of  the  epidemics,  on  the  occasions  to  which  we  are 
alluding,  has  been  in  some  degree  dependent  upon  the  want  of  such  sanitary  provisions  ? 
— Yes;  I think  that  the  want  of  sanitary  provisions  was  likely  to  increase  the  virulence 
of  those  epidemics. 

1071.  Have  you  any  knowledge  yourself  as  to  the  degree  in  which  those  evils  existed; 
have  you  inspected  the  town  pretty  generally  ? — Yes,  I know  the  town  very  well,  I have 
visited  the  greater  part  of  it. 

1072.  At  what  time  did  you  begin  to  pay  attention  to  its  local  condition  ? — As  a medical 
man,  I have  attended  to  it  more  or  less  ever  since  I started  in  practice,  in  the  winter  ot 
18.38-39. 


1073.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  the  degree  of  improvement  that  the  town  has 
undergone  in  those  respects  since  the  year  1838? — I think  the  improvements  have  been 
very  considerable ; but  I believe  that  a good  deal  still  remains  to  be  done ; I know  tliat 
some  very  long  trunk  drains  have  been  made  under  several  of  the  principal  thorougli  fares, 
and  no  doubt  at  very  considerable  expense. 

1071.  Can  you  bear  in  mind  now  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  say  in  tlie  year 
] 848-19  ; at  the  time  of  the  then  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — Yes,  I believe  there  were  some 
new  drains  made  before  that  time  and  about  that  time.  I also  know  that  consideralile 
precautions  were  used  by  the  authorities  in  cleansing  the  town  at  that  time. 

1075.  What  improvements  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  have  been  made  since 
the  year  1849  ? — Several  large  trunk  drains  have  been  made  through  the  principal  streets. 

1076.  Has  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  materially  improved  since  the  year  1849  ? 
— I should  say  it  is  considerably  improved. 

1077.  You  gave  some  evidence  before  Mr.  Grainger  last  September,  did  you  not? 
— Yes. 
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107(S.  In  that  evidence  I find  these  words — “The  town  as  to  its  sanitary  condition  is 
“not  much  (if  any)  better  than  in  1849/’ and  I Avish  to  get  your  deliberate  opinion  upon 
that  point.  Is  the  town  as  to  its  sanitary  condition  any  better,  and  if  so  how  much 
better  than  in  ] 849,  and  in  Avhat  respects  ? — It  certainly  has  improved  in  some  respects, 
inasmuch  as  these  principal  di’ains  have  been  made  ; but  as  I said  before,  a great  deal 
remains  to  be  done. 

1079.  In  your  evidence  before  Mr.  Grainger  you  .say,  “ Some  trunk  sewers  have  been 
“ made,  but  A'ery  feAv  houses  are  yet  drained  into  them is  that  your  impression  stiU  ? 
—Yes. 

1080.  You  do  not  of  coui-se  speak  as  a surveyor  or  engineer  ? — No  ; I knoAV  that  som  . 
small  drains  have  been  laid  in,  but  fcAv  I believe  in  proportion  to  the  number  and  size  of 
the  houses. 

1081.  As  to  the  poorer  districts  in  particular,  Avhat  has  been  the  improvement  in  their 
state  ? —I  visited  se\'eral  of  them  lately,  having  been  sent  by  the  corporation.  Ur.  Charlton 
and  I were  sent,  and  Ave  found  that  many  parts  Avere  very  dirty.  Our  mis.sion  more  par- 
ticularly Avas  to  a.scertain  Avhether  certain  hou.ses  were  fit  for  human  habitation  or  not. 
We  found  a good  many  that  Avere  quite  unlit  for  human  habitation,  and  they  Avere  con- 
demned and  sliut  up. 

1082.  You  Avere  a member  of  the  NeAvca.stle  and  Gateshead  Sanitar}'  Association  at  its 
formation  in  1847,  Avere  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1088.  Did  you  take  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings  ? — I did  not. 

1084.  Did  you  on  that  occasion  A'isit  any  of  the  districts  either  in  connection  AAuth  any 
of  the  union  medical  officers  or  otherwi.se  '< — I do  not  recollect  that  I did,  at  lea.st  not  for 
the  express  purpo.se  of  ascertaining. 

108.5.  Did  you  at  that  time  form  a definite  opinion  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
poorer  districts  ? — Not  IniA'ing  A’isited  Avith  that  object  I did  not.  I knoAV  the  general 
character  of  them,  being  acipiainted  Avith  it  in  some  measure  from  passing  through  the 
places  occasionally. 

1086.  With  reference  to  the  improvements  Avhich  have  been  made  in  these  poorer  di.s- 
tricts,  say  since  about  that  time,  do  you  think  that  they  .are  considerable,  or  Avhat  is  }'0ur 
opinion  on  that  point  ? — I do  not  knoAV  Avhat  improA’cments  have  taken  ])lace  in  the  poorer 
districts,  e.xcept  that  latterly  they  have  been  more  attended  to  than  they  Avere  before, 
before  and  durin"  the  cliolera  and  since. 

O 

1087.  ^ly  object  Avas  to  a.scertain  Avhat  improvements  in  your  opinion  h.ad  been  made 
between  about  1818  or  1849  ami  the  81st  of  August  18.58,  that  is  to  .s,ay  previously  to  the 
Last  outbreak  of  cholera.  Had  any  material  improvement  taken  ])lace  in  that  interval? — 
I belicA'e,  as  far  as  I know,  that  .some  of  the  yards  in  Samlgatc  have  been  paA^ed  Avhich 
were  unp.aved  before, 

1088.  Tliat  Avas  in  the  spi  ing  of  18.52,  I bclicA'c.  Do  you  knoAv  of  any  other  improv'e- 
ments  that  have  been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  poorer  districts  between  1849  and 
August  1858  ? — 1 cannot  speak  to  .any  particulai-  locality  in  that  rc.spect.  1 haA'e  ahvays 
nndcrstoorl  that  the  .scavenging  has  been  more  cxten.sive,  but  1 do  not  knoAv  the  exact 
amount  of  difi'erence. 

1089.  H.ad  you  such  a knoAvledge  of  these  lowillties  as  to  enable  you  to  s.ay,  for  inst.ance, 
whether  the  ovenaowding  there  Avas  lessened  and  the  A'cntilation  improAcd  generally 
betAveen  tho.se  times  ? — When  the  iicav  Lodging-house  Act  came  into  operation,  1 believe 
the  lodging-houses  Aven;  regulated,  and  the  overcrowding  there  prevented. 

1090.  Are  yon  aAvare  Avhen  th.at  Act  did  come  into  operation  ? — Not  exactly. 

1091.  Do  you  confirm  the  opinion  that  there  Avas,  just  previously  to  the  Late  outbreak  of 
cholera,  gi-eat  overcroAvding,  especially  in  the  lodging-houses  ; and  are  you  of  opinion  that 
that  is  a ])oint  most  important  to  the  ])ublic  health  ? — It  is  a point  of  A'ery  great  im- 
portance to  the  public  health.  I am  not  aAv.are  fi'om  per.son.al  obserA'ation  that  these 
places  Avere  so  ovena'OAvded.  I have  heard  that  they  Avere. 

1092.  Mad  you  occ.asion,  as  a medical  ])r.actitioner,  to  pay  attention  shortly  preA'iou.sly  to 
the  recent  outbreak  to  the  state  of  the  Avater  in  New'castle? — I h,aA*e  not  analysed  tl'.e 
water  at  .all.  I have  ob.served  it  as  people  commonly  do  Avho  lake  an  interest  in  the.se 
thing.s.  Sometimes  it  Avas  toler.ably  good,  at  other  times  again  very  objectionable  in 
appeai'ance  and  taste. 

1098.  About  Avhat  period  do  you  think  you  first  noticed  the  sbite  of  the  AA'atcr  as 
objectionable  ? — I cannot  clearly  give;  you  the  dates  ; from  time  to  time  the  Avater  in  the 
house  that  I occupy  has  l)cen  cleai- ; at  oi  her  times  it  has  been  muddy;  it  has  had  sediment 
in  it,  and  so  on. 

I0!(1<.  When  you  say  fi-om  time  to  time,  do  you  mc.aii  that  in  different  ye.ars  you  have 
noticed  this  or  that  ;it  dilfi'rcnt  periods  of  last  year  you  noticed  it? — Both,  I think,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection. 

1995.  Have  you  noticed  the  state  of  the  Avater  as  objectionable  in  years  previous  to 
1 858  ? — ( )ce;(sionally. 
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1102.  Did  you  consider  the  state  of  the  water  such  as  to  call  upon  you,  as  a medical 
man,  to  dissuade  your  patients  from  using  it  ? — I was  not  aware  at  the  time  that  we  were 
getting  river  water — I heard  afterwards  that  we  had  been  getting  it — and  therefore  I did 
not.  I recommended  people  to  take  a little  brandy  with  their  water. 

1103.  But  you  did  not,  as  I understand,  dissuade  them  from  the  use  of  the  water  ? — No  ; 
for  they  could  not  get  other  water,  and  water  they  must  have. 

1 104.  You  did  not  recommend  them  to  use  filters  previously  to  drinking  the  water  ? — 
No,  I cannot  say  that  I did. 

1105.  You  did  not  consider  it  so  objectionable  as  to  call  upon  you  to  make  that  recom- 
mendation ? — No  ; it  was  dirty,  and  so  on  ; but  I was  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
deleterious  in  it. 

1106.  Was  it  your  opinion  that  the  matter  in  it  which  rendered  it  objectionable  was 
simply  w'hat  you  would  call  dirt — earthy  matter  ; or  did  you  think  that  there  was  any- 
thing more  pernicious  ? — I thought  it  was  a very  disagreeable  thing,  and  possibly  it  might 
be  very  objectionable  ; but  I traced  no  ill  effects  from  it  in  my  own  family. 

1107.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  mentioned  that  it  was  objectionable  in  its  taste  ? — -Yes. 

1108.  Did  that  taste  convey  to  your  mind  any  particular  impression  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  contamination  ? — No,  none  whatever,  except  that  it  seemed  to  be  rather  of  an  earthy 
description.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  these  things  distinctly,  but  it  gave  me  no  impres- 
sion of  anything  worse  in  it. 

1109.  (Chairman.)  You  Avould  consider  the  presence  of  decomposing  organic  matter, 
whether  animal  or  vegetable,  highly  objectionable  ? — ^Certainly. 

1110.  But  the  general  impression  which  it  produced  upon  your  mind  did  not  suggest  to 
you  the  presence  of  any  such  highly  objectionable  matters? — No. 

1111.  Have  you  had  your  attention  drawn  to  the  state  of  the  gas  here  ? — Yes. 

1112.  You  heard  the  examination  of  Dr.  Headlam  upon  tliat  point  yesterday  ; what  is 
your  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? — I think  the  gas  is  very  impure. 

1113.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  that  gas  upon  the  public  health, 
especially  in  regard  of  shopkeepers  who  use  it  largely  in  their  shops,  in  which  they,  so  to 
say,  live  i — Yes;  I think  it  must  be  injurious  to  them,  in  shops  not  very  well  ventilated. 
1 know  the  effect  also  upon  the  binding  of  books  in  the  library  whicli  was  mentioned 
yesterday.  I know  that  the  binding  there  has  been  de.stroyed  in  many  instances,  and  I 
have  had  lamps,  sucl\  as  they  have  in  the  library,  put  up  in  my  house  for  keeping  it  clean  ; 
in  one  room  at  all  events. 

1114.  For  carrying  away  the  products  of  combustion  ? — Yes. 

1115.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  impure  state  of  the  gas  has  had  any  perceptible  or 
material  effect  in  aggravating  the  vindence  of  the  recent  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — I think 
that  everything  which  contaminates  the  air  is  likely  to  prechspose  in  some  measure  to  it ; 
and  therefore,  I think  that  the  products  of  combustion  from  gas,  particularly  if  it  is 
impure,  are  likely  to  injure  health  to  some  extent  ; in  the  same  way  as  all  kinds  of  vapours 
are  likely  to  do  so,  and  smoke,  and  all  sources  of  impurity,  emanations  from  church-yards, 
overcrowded  places,  ill  ventilated  places,  and  places  which  are  not  properly  cleaned  and 
drained  and  so  on ; these  are  all  sources  of  uuhealthiness,  and  all  tend  to  make  people 
more  sensitive  to  zymotic  diseases. 

1116.  Do  you  think  it  could  be  alleged  with  truth  that  it  had  any  perceptible  influence 
upon  the  health  ? — I have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  direct  effect  from  the  gas,  so  as  to 
see  that  it  was  productive  of  cholera. 


1096.  How  often  ? — I really  do  not  recollect. 

1 097.  Would  it  be  once  in  a year,  or  once  in  two  years,  or  once  a month  ? — It  Avas  not 
so  much  as  to  lead  me  to  complain  to  the  water  company  about  it  ; Ave  have  almost  always 
been  drinking  the  AAmter. 

1098.  Have  you  ever  at  any  time  noticed  the  water  in  such  a state  tis  to  be  in  your 
opinion  objectionable  for  drinking  p'.irpo.ses  ? — Yes  ; at  the  time  the  cholera  was  here,  it 
was  very  much  so. 

1099.  For  how  long  previously  to  the  outbreak  do  you  think  that  the  state  of  the  water 
had  been  so  objectionable  as  you  mention  ? — I belieAm  it  was  at  the  Avmrst  at  the  coming 
on  of  the  cholera,  and  during  a part  of  the  time  when  that  Avas  most  virulent. 

1100.  May  we  take  the  31st  of  Aiigust,  which,  I believe,  is  regarded  as  the  date  of  the 
first  case  of  cholera,  as  the  time  to  which  you  allude? — It  was  somewhere  about  that 
time. 

1101.  Would  you  be  of  opinion  that  this  objectionable  state  of  the  water,  shortly 
previously  to  the  outbreak,  had  any  effect  in  aggravating  the  virulence  of  that  outbreak  ? 
— Possibly  ; although  I certainly  would  say  that  I could  not  distinctly  trace  it.  I 
believe  it  possible  ; if  the  water  were  taken  from  the  rivei',  the  river  containing  excremen- 
titious  matter,  I think  it  is  possible  ; although  I do  not  knoAv  how  any  one  coidd  clearly 
trace  such  a series  of  results  from  one  to  the  other. 
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1117.  Does  your  practice  take  you  at  all  amoug  the  very  poor  districts  ? — I saw  a good  Dennis  EMtton 

deal  of  the  cholera  in  certain  poorer  parts  of  the  town  during  the  past  epidemic,  and  also  Esq.,  M.D, 
during  the  first  epidemic.  

1118.  Wliat  is  your  opinion  of  the  state  of  those  poorer  districts  in  respect  of  sanitary 

condition.s,  at  tlie  time  of  the  last  outbreak  I — I think  on  the  whole  they  were  very  ~ ’ 

defective.  They  required  more  drainage  and  scavenging  ; if  possible,  also  to  have  the 

habits  of  the  people  living  there  corrected  ; without  such  coiTection,  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  the  town  for  the  surface  cjinnot  really  be  carried  into  effect.  I have  observed 
that  many  alleys  and  lanes,  which  have  been  perfectly  cleaned  in  the  morning,  have 
perhaps  in  the  evening  been  very  dirty  again,  and  till  the  morning  of  the  next  day. 

1119.  Do  you  consider  that  any  habits  of  cleanlines.s,  on  the  part  of  the  popidation  of  the 
poorer  districts,  would  have  availed  to  keep  those  districts  in  a decent  condition  ? — Not 
without  draiiaige  and  proper  scavenging. 

112U.  Are  you  aware,  or  is  it  in  y<i®'  opinion  a fact,  that  large  extents  of  these  poorer 
districts  may  be  sjiid  to  be  almost  witlnnit  drains,  without  privies,  Avithout  ash-pits,  and 
without  any  of  those  accommodations  which  should  relieve  the  inhabitants  from  the  necessity 
of  flinging  filth  of  all  kinds  ab(»ut  in  every  direction? — I believe  that  many  of  those  districts 
are  very  defective  in  the.se  respects.  I know  that  the  want  of  privies  is  very  gi-eatly  felt. 

As  to  the  actual  extent  (d‘  drains  I cannot  speak,  but  I know  that  some  of  the  streets  are 
Avithout  them — a good  many,  probably,  are  Avithout  them. 

1121.  You  alluded  to  the  halnts  of  the  poorer  classes.  It  Avould  be  material  in  our 
inquiry  to  ascertain  hoAV  much  of  the  filthiness  of  these  districts  might  be  OAving  to  perveme 
and  uncleanly  habits  on  the  ]>art  of  the  population,  and  how  much  Avtis  absolutely 
inseparable  from  the  condition  of  the  districts  in  Avhich  they  live.  Did  Ave  rightly  under- 
stand you  to  say  that  no  habits  of  cleanline.ss  on  the  part  of  the  population  would  have 
enabled  them  to  keep  those  districts  in  a decent  condition,  for  A\  ant  of  proper  drainage 
and  proper  scavenging  ? — In  many  parts  of  these  districts,  I believe  that  drains  are 
very  much  required  ; I believe  they  are  absent  in  many  j)laces  altogether. 

1122.  {Mr.  Tovju  Cleric.)  To  Avhat  particular  })arts  do  you  allude? — I liaA'e  understood 
that  in  Sandgate,  or  in  parts  of  Sandgate  at  all  eA^ents,  there  are  no  drains.  In  many  of  the 
alleys  leading  from  Sandgate,  I have  understood  that.  I have  heard  so  about  Peel-street, 
and  some  parts  of  that  neighbourhood. 

112.‘b  That  neighbourhood  is  in  the  new  part  of  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

1121.  (Chairnuin.)  1 think  you  .said  that,  during  or  shortly  ])reviously  to  the  recent 
outbreak,  you  examined  seA'eral  houses  and  tenements,  AvithaAdeAV  to  a.scertaining  Avhether 
they  Avere  lit  or  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — After  the  outbreak. 

J 125.  What  Avas  the  general  state  of  the  tenements  in  those  ])Oorcr  districts  Avhich  you 
examined? — We  Averc  taken  by  the  inspectors  of  nui.sances  to  the  Avorst  parts  ; to  those 
hou.ses  as  to  Avhich  they  Avere  in  doubt  whether  they  Averc  habitable  or  not : and  those 
which  Ave  vdsited  certaiidy  Avei’e  very  bad  indeed. 

II2H.  What  was  the  extent  of  these  districts,  in  your  oj)inion  ? — Ileall}’  I cannot  tell 
you  in  figure, s.  We  Avent  ])ai-tly  tlirougli  Pandon  and  Sandgate,  Peel  Street,  some  parts 
of  the  Head  of  the  Side,  and  NcAVgate  Street,  and  Ouseburn.  Those  AVere  the  principal 
parts  visited. 

1 1 27.  In  the  Local  Act  of  1 81()  it  was  enacted  that  the  town  council  should  be  emj)OAveiva 
to  make  bye  laws  for  regulating  the  registering  of  lodging-houses,  maintaining 
cleanline.ss  therein,  and  keeping  them  in  a Avholesome  condition  ; and  also  for  laying 
down  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dAVellings.  Do  you  think  that  in  the 
seven  years  Avhich  elapsed  betAveen  the  j)assing  of  that  Act  and  the  outbreak  of  cholera 
those  powers  had  been  duly  and  effectively  exercised  ? — No  ; I think  they  had  not  been 
duly  caiTied  out. 

1128.  (Mr.  Si'itcoit.)  Did  the  hoiuscs  Avhich  yo\i  visited  give  you  the  impres.siou  of  their 
having  been  under  the  operation  of  a huv  “for  the  cleansing  of  filthy  and  uuAvholesome 
“ dAVellings”  ? — No. 

1129.  {Chairiiian.)  Do  you  ha])pen  to  be  aAvare  of  the  fact  that  the  garrison  in  this 
toAvn  enjoyed,  at  all  events,  a comparative  immunity  from  cholera  during  the  recent 
visitation  ? — Yes. 

1 180.  Are  you  uAvarc  that  diarrhma  ]>revailed  there  A’cry  extensively? — Ye.s,  I believe 
it  did.  1 do  not  knoAV  the  number  of  ca.ses,  but  1 believe  there  Avere  a good  many. 

1181.  Have  you  any  doubt  that,  under  dilh'reut  ciicumstance.s,  many  of  tho.se  ciuse.-;  of 
diarrho-a^  or  a (A'rtain  number  of  them  at  all  events,  might  have  passed  on  into  the  stage 
<»f  cholera? — 'I’hey  might. 

1 182.  Do  you  think  that  the  fact  of  no  one  ca.se  out  of  the  451  haA'ing  passed  into  the 
iidvanced  stage  of  cholera,  was  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  garri.son  officers  Avith  refer- 
ence to  .sanitary  conditions? — 1 think  it  is  ju’obably  mainly  OAving  to  the  fact  c»f  the  ca.ses 
being  treated  at  the  first  moTiicnt  of  their  appearance. 

1188.  You  Avould  ascribe  it  mainly  to  ])rompt  treatment  ? — Together  Avith  the  sanitary 
arrangements  ; the  treatment  is  the  material  point — the  first  thing. 

I 18l.  {Mr.  Ehnoii.)Oi'  the  premonitory  diarrluea? — Yes,  becau.se  1 knoAV  that  in  some 
of  the  worst  parts  of  the  town,  premonitory  symptoms,  if  they  Avere  at  once  attended  to 
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were  put  a stop  to.  I have  always  considered  house-to-house  visitation  one  of  the  most 
valuable  means  to  be  put  into  operation,  with  a view  to  tlie  administering  of  medicines  at 
once. 

1185.  Can  you  speak  to  that  having  occurred  within  your  own  observation  on  a large 
scale,  viz.,  that  in  bad  districts  of  the  town,  the  diarrheea  that  occurred  was  arrested  by 
proper  prompt  treatment,  where  otherwise  you  would  have  expected  it  to  run  on  into 
cholera  1 — Yes. 

1136.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  any  opinion  to  express  with  regard  to  the  measures  taken 
under  the  directions  or  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Health  officers  for  the  pallia- 
tion of  the  recent  outbreak  ? — I believe  the  arrangements  which  they  made  were  perhaps 
tlie  best  that  could  be  made  under  the  circumstances. 

1137.  Have  you  any  further  remarks  to  make  ? — I will  merely  make  this  remark,  that 
I think  that  the  causes  of  these  epidemics  are  not  to  be  sought  for  in  dirt  alone.  My 
opinion  is  that  they  are  contagious,  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  to  wliat  extent,  or  to  pro- 
nounce exactly  the  circumstances  under  which  contagion  is  possible.  I believe  it  is 
possible,  and  to  tliat  I attribute  very  much  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  I have  known 
several  examples  of  its  apparently  being  so  propagated  from  one  place  to  another.  It 
is  necessary  that  all  sanitary  arrangements  should  be  carried  out  as  ffir  as  is  possible,  but 
I do  not  think  that  if  they  were  fully  carried  out,  we  should  put  a stop  to  epidemics. 

1188.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  ever  known  typhus  to  prevail  extensively  in  a place  with 
unexceptionable  sanitary  arrangemements  ? — I have  no  instance  present  to  my  mind  just 
now. 

1139.  Can  you  recall  any  instance  of  cholera  prevailing  extensively  in  any  town  with 
unexceptionable  sanitary  aiTangements  ? — I do  not  know  any  town  that  has  unex- 
ceptionable sanitary  arrangements. 

1140.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  I)o  you  know  Exeter  ? — I do  not.  I have  known  it  occiu' in 
villages  where  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  as  far  as  I know  very  good  indeed — 
unobjectionable. 

1141.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Spealdng  generally  of  the  presence  of  cholera  in  this  town,  would 
it  be  your  impression  that  its  prevalence  in  the  different  parts  of  the  town  has  been  in  pro- 
portion to  the  sanitary  defects  of  those  parts? — I do  not  know  that  I can  answer  that 
question  directly.  I believe  that  it  has  been  spread  over  the  whole  of  the  town,  that  even 
the  most  healthy  parts  of  the  town  have  been  affected  by  it.  Cases  have  occumed  in  the 
most  elevated  parts  of  the  town,  and  parts  that  I believe  are  drained  parts,  from  whicli 
there  is  a fall  in  two  directions  at  all  events,  if  not  in  three  directions,  and  where  the 
houses  as  far  as  I. have  been  able  to  ascertain  are  perfectly  clean  and  new. 

1142.  But  speaking  of  groups  of  considerable  numbers  of  cases,  are  you  aware  of  any 
such  clustering  of  cases  having  occurred  in  houses  of  unexceptionable  cleanliness  ? — I do 
not  know  of  any  such  groups  of  cases.  Cases  have  been  scattered  here  and  there  indif- 
ferently through  every  part  of  the  town,  and  I have  understood  that  Sandgate,  which  has 
been  so  very  deficient  in  sanitary  arrangements,  has  not  been  the  worst  part  in  the  town  ; 
that  greater  numbers  of  deaths  occurred  in  other  districts.  I will  not  vouch  for  the  tiaith 
of  this. 

1143.  You  have  no  doubt  that  Sandgate  suffered  very  considerably  from  cholera  ? — 
Just  so. 

1144.  And  that  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  Sandgate  are  of  a most  defective  chai'cter  ? 
—Yes. 

1145.  {Chairman.)  You  said  I think  that  yon  suggested  the  shutting  up  of  a certain 
number  of  houses  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — Yes. 

1146.  That  implied,  did  it  not,  a strong  opinion  on  your  part  as  to  the  aggravation  at 
all  events  of  cholera  by  a defective  condition  of  habitations  ? — 1 thiidc  that  all  sanitary 
arrangements  ought  to  be  fully  carried  out.  1 believe  that  if  they  were  they  would 
mitigate  the  severity  of  epidemics,  but  would  not  destroy  them  altogether. 

1147.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  extent  of  the  improvements  to  which  you  alluded  in 
Sandgate  has  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  an  appreciable  improvement  in 
the  rates  of  mortality  there  ? — I must  confess  that  I do  not  know  the  whole  of  the  im- 
provements which  have  been  made  there.  Those  which  I know  have  been  made  during 
and  since  the  outbreak,  are  very  likely  to  diminish  it  in  some  degree  but  not  perhaps  very 
greatly.  The  place  is  radically  bad  altogether — it  requires  remodelling. 

1148.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Bombarding? — Perhaps  bombarding  • but  gentler  means  per- 
haps would  be  equally  effective. 


Sir  John  Fife,  Alderman,  sworn. 

1 1 49.  {Chairman.)  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  surgeons  of  tlie  infirmary  here  ? — Yes. 
11.51.  And  have  been  for  many  years  connected  with  that  institution? — For  many  years. 

1152.  And  have  practised  in  the  town  since  about  when? — 1819. 

1153.  As  an  officer  of  that  institution  are  you  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  the  reports  put 
forth  by  it  ? — I am. 
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1154.  Would  you  concur  in  the  statements  there  made  as  to  matters  of  fact,  and  the  views 
there  e.\ pressed  as  to  matters  of  opinion  ? — I have  not  considered  these  reports  with  reference 
to  tlie  question  under  your  consideration,  in  sucli  a way  as  to  enable  me  to  give  a general 
opinion.  1 shall  be  very  glad  to  answer  any  question. 

1155.  In  general  terms  are  you  aware  that,  since  the  epidemic  of  cholera  in  l831-'2,  there 

have  in  this  town  been  different  epidemics,  as  of  typhus  in  1843,  of  scarlet  fever  from  1845 
to  1847,  of  Irish  fever  from  I84G  to  the  spring  of  1848,  of  influenza  in  the  winter  of  1847-8, 
of  scarlet  fever  in  1851  and  1852,  of  continued  fever  and  so  on?  Are  those  facts? — 
Those  are  facts  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  ^ 

1 15G.  Have  you  any  reason  to  supjiose  that  the  reports,  issued  by  medical  institutions  of 
such  a character  as  the  fever  hospital  and  the  dispensary  of  this  town,  woidd  contain  either 
statements  of  fact  or  expressions  of  opinion  materially  incorrect  ? — I should  certainly  expect 
that  their  statements  of  fact  wmdd  be  correct,  and  that  their  expressions  of  opinion  would 
approach  correctness. 

1157.  {Mr.  Bateman.')  Such  as  at  the  time  you  would  be  induced  to  coincide  in? — 
Probably  I might. 

1158.  {Chairman.)  In  one  of  those  reports  we  find  one  remarkable  expression,  to  which 
we  wish  to  direct  your  attention.  .M'ter  alluding  to  certain  lodging-houses  occupied  by 
trampers,  and  tenements  occupied  by  the  lower  Irish  in  this  town,  the  report  says,  “ Here  fever 
“ has  its  constant  home;”  and  in  a report  by  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  made  to  Mr.  llawlinson  in  184!>,  and  siijned  by  ten  or  twelve 
of  the  most  eminent  medical  practitioners  of  this  town,  we  find,  in  reference  to  certain 
similar  localities  the  similar  expression,  that  “lever  is  never  absent.”  Now  I would  ask  you 
whether  you  have  such  a knowledge  of  these  localities  as  would  enable  you  to  give  a con- 
fident opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  of  those  expressions? — I do  not  often  see  those  localities; 
but  I have  reason  to  believe  that  fever  is  very  generally  more  or  less  prevalent  in  them.  I may 
add  that  I know,  as  a magistrate  of  the  bench  of  Newcastle,  that  the  borough  magistrates 
have  very  lately  shut  up  a great  many  houses,  forbidding  that  they  should  be  occupied  again 
until  certain  changes  were  made;  and  man\'  heavy  lines  have  been  levied  upon  persons  who 
have  allowed  too  great  a number  of  people  to  sleep  in  a room. 

1159.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Has  that  interference  in  closing  houses  occurred  during  a long  period, 
or  only  within  these  few  months  ? — I'lie  actual  interference  has  occurred  of  late.  It  was 
debated  in  the  town  council  two  \ears  ago,  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  then 
was,  to  take  powers  by  a nenv  town  improvement  bill,  to  enable  them  to  adopt  measures  with 
respect  to  these  lodging-houses.  It  was  objected  by  some  leading  members  of  the  council 
that  this  might  be  more  or  less  an  encroachment  on  the  liberties  of  the  subject. 

1160.  (Chairman.)  By  the  Lociil  .Vet  of  181G,  in  the  l()9th  section,  it  is  enacted,  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  council  from  time  to  time  to  make  regulations  for  the  regisierimr  of 
lodging-houses,  mainttiining  cleanliness  therein,  and  keeping  them  in  a w holesome  condition  ; 
to  lay  ilown  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings;  to  fix  the  penalties  to  be 
incurred  upon  the  breach  of  such  rules  and  bye-hiws ; and  so  on.  Now  at  the  perio:!,  two 
years  since,  when  it  w’as  debtued  whether  the  corporation  should  take  fiesh  powers  for  the 
purpose  of  being  able  to  adopt  measures  with  respect  to  improving  the  loilging-houses,  and 
other  tenements,  in  fever-haunted  localities,  were  these  jireviously  existing  powers  con- 
sidered insufficient  ? — The  powers  were  considerc'd  insuflicient ; and  a great  objection  was 
taken  to  the  cm[)loymcnt  of  the  officers  of  the  police  respecting  those  houses. 

IIGI.  In  what  resjicet  were  these  powers  supposed  to  be  insufficient  ? I do  .not  see  it 
here  enacted  that  the  town  council  should  necessarily  employ  the  oflicers  of  the  police  in 
the  exercise  of  those  powers  ? — riie  inefficiency  of  the  clause  might  arise  from  the  doidit 
whether  the  jtolice  cotdd  with  propriety  be  employed  in  that  service.  1 can  oidv  account 
for  it  in  that  way. 

1 1G2.  Are  you  aware  of  any  regulations  ever  having  been  made  under  that  clause  of  the 
Act  of  1H4G  before  the  31st  of  August,  J853? — I have  no  recollection  of  anv  active  pro- 
ceedings till  of  late. 

1 IG.3.  '1  ill  after  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — I think  since  the  outbreak. 

11G4.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Would  such  active  proceedings  have  come  under  your  notice  as  a 
magistrate,  if  there  had  been  ;iuy  such  ? — 1 think  they  must  have  done  so  occasionally,  I 
doing  duty  in  the  court  once  in  six,  or  seven,  or  eight  weeks.  My  colleagues  are  induh>-ent 
to  me.  1 do  not,  perhaps,  sj)end  so  much  time  in  the  police  court  as  most  of  them. 

1 IG5.  {Chairman.)  You  mentioned  recently  that  you  were  in  a general  wav  familiar 
with  this  fiict,  that  in  certain  localities  of  this  town  fever  habitiudly  prevailed  to  a consi- 
derable extent.  Do  you  there  undcr^tand  by  the  term  fever  a class  of  diseases  which  is 
more  or  less  preventible? — I understand  by  the  term  fever,  there  used,  some  varietv  of 
typhus.  I conciive  that  ventilation,  good  drainage,  and  temperate  and  clciiulv  habits, 
must  always  contribute  vastly  to  keej)  down  the  prevalence  of  fever. 

IIGG.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge,  as  a medical  man,  that  typhus,  and  the  varieties  of 
typhus  to  w hich  you  allude,  used  to  previiil  extensively  in  union  workhouses,  in  ])risons,  and 
so  on  ? — Yes. 

1 IG7.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that,  in  a grctit  number  of  such  institutions  through- 
out the  country,  typhus  maybe  said  to  have  been  abolished  and  eradicated? — 1 believe 
that  is  the  case. 
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Sir  Joh^  Fife.  U68.  Do  you  think  then  that  tlie  special  localities  of  Newcastle,  to  which  you  allude  as 
T seats  of  typhus,  and  other  forms  of  fever,  could  by  any  precautions  have  been  rendei-ed 

21st  Jan.  . Qj.'  i^ijQgg  diseases? — Comparatively  so. 

1169.  Among  those  precautions  what  do  you  include? — Amongst  the  very  first,  I should 
perhaps  place  good  and  complete  drainage. 

1170.  Both  of  foecal  matter,  and  of  surface  water? — Yes. 

1171.  (Mr.  Simon.)  To  remove  dampness  and  to  remove  excrements? — Both,  of  course; 
but  perhaps  dampness  more  than  the  other.  I have  several  times  noticed  much  fatal  typhus 
fever  at  a great  elevation  ; some  morass  amid  a wood  having  been  for  a time  to  windward 
of  the  locality  in  which  the  disease  prevailed. 

1772.  (Chairman.)  Then  you  do  not  refer  to  what  may  be  called  simple  dampness,  but 
to  the  effect  of  dampness  in  conjunction  with  large  masses  of  decomposing  vegetable  matter? 
— I believe  that  to  be  the  most  injurious;  most  of  all  so,  I think,  when  there  are  exhalations 
from  the  gradual  drying  of  wood. 

1173.  Do  you  believe  that  simple  dampness,  that  is  to  say,  the  exhalations  from  pure 
water,  have  any  materially  bad  effect  on  the  public  health  ? — Not  the  exhalations  from  pure 
water,  but  the  exhalations  from  water  in  which  animal  or  vegetable  matter  may  be  under- 
going decomposition. 

1174.  Therefore  the  material  evil,  as  I understand  you,  arising  from  dampness,  occurs 
when  that  dampness  is  co-existent  with  decomposing  animal  or  vegetable  matter? — I 
believe  so. 

1175.  Such  as  w’e  should  expect  to  have  removed  by  sewerage  and  scavenage — 
Certainly. 

1176.  Is  there  any  other  point  in  which  precautionary  measures  might  be  adopted  with 
success,  besides  sewering  and  scavenging  ? — If  the  local  authorities  had  power  to  regulate 
ventilation,  and  to  secure  a certain  amount  of  it,  I have  no  doubt  that  would  be  beneficial. 

1177.  If  they  had  had  power  to  keep  lodging-houses  and  dwellings  in  a clean  and 
wholesome  condition,  it  might  have  had  an  effect  ? — It  must  have  bad  a great  effect. 

1178.  Do  you  doubt  that  they  had  that  pow'er  under  that  clause  which  1 read  to  you 
from  the  Local  Act  of  1846 — to  say  nothing  of  the  general  Common  Lodging-houses  Act? — 
I do  not  doubt  it. 

1179.  And  might  have  acted  ? — And  might  have  acted. 

1180.  Do  you  admit  that  for  seven  years,  between  1846  and  1853,  the  corporation  had 
powers  by  means  of  which  they  might  matei'ially  have  improved  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
considerable  districts,  and  yet  that  for  those  seven  years  they  neglected  the  exercise  of  those 
powers  ? — Partly  neglected  them. 

1181.  Were  there  then  circumstances  which  interfered  vvith  their  exercise  of  them? — I 
remember  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  interested  and  active  at  one  time  with  refer- 
ence to  sanitary  proceedings — that  public  meetings  were  held,  and  that  at  one  of  these  public 
meetings  a sanitary  committee  was  appointed — 1 was  a member  of  that  committee  myself 
It  vvas  expected  that  this  committee  would  have  some  power  given  them  by  Government, 
bv  which  they  might  be  enabled  to  proceed  actively  in  enforcing  sanitary  regulations.  No 
such  powers  were  ever  conveyed;  and  if  1 recollect  rightly  (I  cannot  charge  my  memory 
with  it  very  clearly,  but  the  records  of  the  corporation  will  show  whether  I am  right  or 
not),  about  four  years  ago  I presented  a memorial  to  the  town  council  from  the  inhabi- 
tants, or  from  that  committee,  begging  the  council  to  appoint  a sanitary  committee  of  the 
members  of  the  council,  so  that  there  might  be  a committee  which  really  uas  efficient,  and 
which  might  have  efficient  powers. 

1182.  {Mr.  Simon.)  The  committee  which  you  first  mentioned  was  a committee  of 
volunteers? — A committee  of  volunteers,  but  their  appointment  was  sanctioned  by  a 
public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

1183.  {Chamnan.)  Was  that  about  the  year  1847-48? — 1 think  it  was. 

1184.  Would  you  regard  the  establishment  of  that  sanitary  association  as  a result  of 
the  prevalence  of  Irish  lever,  and  so  on  ? — To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  attention  of 
the  public  was  directed  to  the  subject  by  the  prevalence  of  that  disease. 

1 185.  Did  the  exertions  and  the  activity  of  that  association  lall  away  when  the  cholera 
of  1848-49  disappeared? — The  committee  were  no  longer  called  together;  the  members  of 
tbe  committee  became  utterly  indifferent,  feeling  that  they  had  no  power  to  make 
themselves  useful. 

1186.  (Mr.  Simon.)  In  terminating  their  labours,  did  they  suppose  that  they  left  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  and  that  the  corporation  would  deal  with  the 
matter  in  proportion  to  its  importance  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

H87.  (Chairman.)  You  alluded  recently  to  a memorial  you  presented  to  the  town 
council.  1 have  a note  here,  which  implies  that  on  the  20th  of  November  1848,  a 
unanimous  resolution  of  the  sanitary  committee  of  the  eastern  district  was  adopted,  to  this 
effect:  “That  the  corporation  be  memorialised  on  the  subject  of  a general  drainage 
“througboLit  the  borough,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  supply  the  board  with  a map  of 
“ the  drainage.”  Is  that  the  memorial  ? — I think  so ; out  of  that  resolution  the  memorial, 
perhaps,  arose. 

1188.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  this  recent  epidemic  might  be  properly  characterised  as 
unprecedentedly  severe  ? — I remember  one  locality  where,  in  the  year  1832,  one  person  in 
five  of  the  entire  population  was  carried  off  by  cholera — a few  miles  distantfrom  hence. 
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1189.  hat  place  was  that? — Newhuni. 

1190.  Do  you  remember  Wrekenton  in  1849? — \es. 

1191.  'I’liere  one  in  six  was  carried  ofl  ? — Yes. 

119-k  'I'herefore,  if  by  severity  yon  mean  the  proportion  of  tleaths  to  population,  would 
yon  be  inclinetl  to  say  that  the  last  attack  was  nnijrecedcntedly  severe? — I can  only 
admit  that  it  'vas  unprecedentedly  severe  as  regards  this  town,  but  not  in  comparison  with 
these  other  places;  for  instance,  in  Newburn,  in  1813-2,  the  population  of  the  village  being 
550,  the  cases  of  premonitory  symptoms  and  of  developed  disease  together  amounted  to 
416,  and  the  deaths,  if  1 remember  rightly,  were  98.  The  first  eighteen  cases  were  all  of 
them  fatal,  and  those  made  a large  proportion  of  the  mortality  which  followed. 

119:5,  Within  vour  knowledge,  may  the  epidemic  of  cholera  in  1848  and  1849  properly 
be  characterised  as  having  been  very  light  here? — i\Iost  singularly  so,  and  1 think  that 
this  circumstance  put  oil'  their  guard  the  public  and  „1k^  authorities  of  the  town —^something 
approaching  nearly  t<‘  i nmunity  from  the  disease. 

1194.  Did  you  form  any  opinion,  or  have  you  now  any  opinion,  as  to  the  causes  which 
led  to  that  comparative  immunity  of  Newcastle  at  that  period  ? — I remember  expressing  a 
strong  opinion  upon  this  subject,  and  conducting  Mr.  Grainger  afterwards  to  the  office  of 
the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company,  introdneing  him  to  the  persons  who  are  officially 
employed  there,  and  gratifving  him  exceedingly  by  showing  him  the  arrangements  of  the 
whole  thing;  and  1 recollect  his  attributing  the  comparative  immunity  of  cholera  in 
1848-49  to  the  then  abundant  supply  of  water  to  the  town.  I remember  regarding  this 
with  great  triumph,  because  I had  previously  (not  for  the  last  five  years)  something  to  do 
with  that  comj)any. 

1195.  Do  you  think  that  that  one  cause  would  sufficiently  account  for  the  immunity; 
or  do  you  think  that  other  causes  were  in  operation  at  that  time? — 1 think  that  there  were 
others.  You  will  perceive,  by  referring  to  the  history  of  cholera,  that  whenever  this  disease 
invades  a country,  the  point  on  which  it  first  falls  is  the  point  where  the  mortality  is  usually 
the  greatest.  4 he  disease  seems  to  be  more  active  and  malignant  where  it  first  appears. 

1196.  Where  did  it  first  apj)ear  in  1848-49  ? — 'lo  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was 
around  us  here. 

1197.  With  reference  to  those  other  causes,  which  you  think  may  have  had  an 
influence  in  exempting  Newcastle,  in  1849,  from  the  ravages  ol  cholera,  could  you  specify 
any — any  cause  beside  the  abundant  snp})ly  of  pure  water? — 1 cannot,  at  this  moment, 
call  to  mind  any  other. 

1198.  In  a pamphlet  published  with  reference  to  (he  water  supply  it  is  stated,  that  the 
lightness  of  the  cholera  was  then  generally  ascribed  to  a gimeral  cleansing  of  the  town,  which 
had  recently  been  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  serious  prevalence  of  Irish  fever,  and 
of  tin*  anticipation  ol  tlial  outbreak  of  cholera,  as  well  as  lo  the  abnndancc  of  good  water. 
Would  you  consider  that  that  clcansim.r  and  purification  of  the  town  had  any  effect  ? — 1 
should  certaiidy  expect  it  to  have  exerted  a considerable  inflnence. 

1199.  {M?.  Sinimi.)  Have  yon  any  belief  that  the*  town  has  been  cleansed  since  that 
period? — I believe  not:  but  there  has  been  a peculiar  difficidtv  in  securing  anything  like 
cleanliness  in  this  town  lor  some  years  past,  and  this  arises  partly  from  its  extremely  ra])id 
increase;  new  buildings  are  going  on  in  ,dl  diivctions — excavations  an-  made,  brick  yards 
are  formed — soil  and  lime,  and  bricks  and  stones  are  passing  through  the  streets  constantly 
— and  there  has  been  more  difficulty  in  maintaining  an  orderly  and  clc“an  state  of  tlie 
streets  and  thoroughfares  of  the  town,  in  conse([nence  of  this  and  of  the  rapidity  with 
which  new  buildings  are  going  on,  and  the  town  is  extending.  'I’lie  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation would  show  that  it  has  increased  very  considerably. 

1209.  (^Chairman.)  In  the  fever  hospital  report  lor  the  year  1850,  page  7,  Dr.  Meadlam, 
in  his  report  to  the  committee  of  that  institution,  makc-s  this  statement — that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  healthiness  of  the  year  1849-50,  as  regards  zymotic  disease,  was  in  a 
considerable  dc>grce  attributable  to  the  sanitary  measures  of  removing  the  accumulations 
of  decomposing  animal  and  vegetable  matter  from  the  crowded  parts  of  the  town,  which 
were  ado])ted  in  consetpience  of  the  prevalence  of  fever  in  the  preceding  year,  and  in 
anticipation  ol  the  approach  ol  epidemic  cholera.  Do  von  coinciclc  in  the  opinion  thus 
expressed  by  Dr.  Ileadlam?^ — 1 (lo. 

1201.  Do  you  believe  that,  since  the  date  of  that  rc]»ort,  the  accumulations  of  decom- 
posing animal  and  vegetable  matter,  at  that  time  removed,  have  again  made  their 
appearance  ?- — I do  not  think  it  prob,4)le.  1 am  not  able  to  assert  positively  either  that  it 
is  so,  or  that  it  has  not  been  so. 

1202.  Von  have  no  .such  sjiccific  knowledge  of  those  districts,  especially  the  lower 
districts  ol  the  town,  as  would  enable  you  lo  say  whether  tlicdr  condition  in  the  period 
between  1849  and  185:5  had  in  any  degree  reverted  to  that  objectionabh’  state  in  which 
they  were  belon^  the.ee  operations  of  the  year  1848  ? — h'rom  my  own  |)crsonal  observation 
in  going  through  the.-c  [ilaces,  1 should  certainly  say  tluit  they  had  not  become  more  filthy 
or  more  disorderly  since  that  [)criod. 

120:5.  Have,  they  imju'oved  in  any  respect? — In  some  sittiations  they  certainly  have,  in 
consetpience  of  the  flagging  :ind  paving  being  better  done  ; and  considendile  attention,  1 
know  and  have  constantly  se('n,  has  been  ])iud  to  the  cleansing  of  these  jtlaces.  I think 
the  corporation  paid  2, .500/.  a-year — perluq>s  2,800/.  a-ycar — for  the  work  at  that  time. 

Q 2 
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1204.  Are  you  acquainted  at  all  with  the  district  of  Sandgate  ? — I am.  I ride  through 
it  sometimes. 

1205.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  that  district  is,  to  a very  considerable  extent, 
destitute  of  privy  accommodation  ? — I am  afraid  that  is  the  case ; because  I remember 
the  subject  being  brought  under  the  consideration  of  tlie  council,  and  I heard  statements 
made  at  that  time  which  showed  that  these  accommodations  were  not  so  numerous  and  so 
conveniently  placed  as  they  ought  to  be. 

1206.  Supposing  a district  of  the  size  of  Sandgate  to  be  destitute  of  privy  accommoda- 
tion, to  the  extent  to  which  Sandgate  is  destitute,  do  you  conceive  it  possible  that 
accumulations  of  filth,  and  especially  of  excrements,  should  not,  day  by  day  and  hour  bv 
hour,  be  taking  place  in  every  court  and  alley  and  direction  of  it? — I should  expect  tha\ 
this  calamity  (for  1 certainly  regard  it  as  one)  might  be  very  much  modified  by  the  vicinity 
of  the  river,  the  river  running  within  a few  yards. 

1207.  {Mr.  Simon.)  That  the  “ kits  ” might  be  carried  to  the  river? — Yes;  and  the 
degree  of  declivity  from  the  houses  in  Sandgate  to  the  river  is  considerable.  There  is 
a sufficient  fall  for  drainage — surface  drainage,  at  all  events — by  which  such  accumulations 
might  be  very  easily  carried  off. 

1208.  (Chairman.)  Supposing  that  Sandgate  were  even  on  a steep  slope,  do  you  think 
that  any  great  proportion  of  the  excrement  which  might  be  deposited  on  the  thoroughfares 
there  would  readily  be  swept  by  the  rain,  or  by  any  such  other  process,  into  the  river  ? — If 
not  swept  into  the  river,  I should  expect  it  to  be  carried  into  surface-drains,  which  I 
think  there  are  between  Sandgate  and  the  river,  and  from  those  drains  into  the  river. 

1209.  In  the  course  of  this  gradual  rain-fall-washing  of  it,  either  along  the  general 
surface  or  down  the  drains,  such  as  they  are  in  Sandgate,  wliat  effect  do  you  think  that 
process  would  have  on  the  state  of  the  soil  beneath  ? — I do  not  know  that  it  would 
penetrate  into  the  soil  beneath,  the  drains  being  paved. 

1210.  Supposing  the  course  of  an  open  drain  there  to  be,  as  we  with  our  own  eyes  have 
seen  it,  plastered  or  dotted  over  for  a considerable  width  with  deposits  of  excrement,  and 
supposing  the  pavement  of  that  drain  to  consist,  as  it  often  does  consist,  of  round  pebbles, 
with  large  interstices  between  them,  out  of  which  no  practicable  amount  of  scavenging 
could  cleanse  and  remove  that  exerement,  do  you  doubt  that  a large  portion  of  exere- 
mentitious  matter  would,  day  by  day  and  hour  by  hour,  be  infiltrating  and  soaking  into 
the  soil  below  ? — I have  no  doubt  that  would  be  the  case. 

1211.  Supposing  such  a process  to  continue  from  year  to  year,  do  you  doubt  that  the 
soil  would  become  more  and  more  sewage-sodden  ? — Such  fluid,  so  saturating  the  soil, 
would  pass  downwards  till  it  reached  the  clay,  or  some  impervious  sub-soil,  1 conceive : 
but  1 expect  that  much  effluvium  would  not  arise  from  the  surface,  provided  it  was  occa- 
sionally washed,  because  the  surface  would  be  limited. 

1212.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  a great  part  of  the  site  of  Newcastle  consists  of 
a shallow  stratum  of  Indifferent  yellow  clay,  or  loam,  over  a remarkably  impervious 
stratr.m  of  blue  clay,  so  that  the  literal  surface  of  the  soil  is  often  but  difficultly  permeable 
by  these  fluids  ? — I have  seen  that,  wherever  foundations  have  been  sought  for,  in  almost 
every  part  of  Newcastle. 

1213.  So  that  the  soil  would  present  great  difficulties  to  the  infiltration  or  soaking  of 
these  pernicious  fluids  to  such  a depth  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  atmospheric  influences 
tending  to  cause  poisonous  exhalations  ? — Yes,  I admit  that. 

1214.  Would  you,  then,  be  of  opinion,  that  the  intensity  of  the  poisonous  exhalations 
liable  to  be  evolved  from  these  sewage-sodden  surfaces  at  every  variation  of  the 
atmosphere,  either  in  respect  of  wet  or  heat,  has  been  increasing  from  year  to  year  ? — My 
reason  for  doubting  whether  on  the  average  they  have  been  increasing,  or  increasing  in 
proportion  to  the  population  and  the  buildings  of  the  town,  is  this,  that  more  has  been 
done  in  sweeping  away  and  clearing  localities  of  their  wretched  habitations,  and  in 
constructing  better  houses. 

1215.  We  uuderstand  you  to  have  come  previously  to  the  conclusion  that  the  surface  of 
a great  part  of  this  town,  say  of  the  thoroughfares  in  Sandgate  and  other  similar  districts, 
was,  from  the  nature  of  those  distriets,  inevitably  liable  to  become  more  and  more  filth- 
sodden  from  time  to  time.  Do  you  doubt,  then,  that  the  intensity  of  the  poisonous 
exhalations  thence  evolved  by  atmospheric  influences  has  been  increasing  from  year  to 
year  ? — It  would  have  been,  I have  no  doubt,  if  Sandgate  had  not  been  rendered  considerably 
more  open  than  formerly.  The  buildings  have  been  cleared  away  in  several  situations. 

1216.  (Ml'.  Simon.)  Of  course  our  knowledge  of  the  local  geography  must  be  very 
inferior  to  yours,  but  are  not  there  large  parts  of  Sandgate  which  are  almost  solid  masonry, 
where  internal  dwellings  get  light  and  air  only  through  ehinks  ? — 1 remember  one  or  two 
places  where  openings  have  been  made — one  place  called  the  Svvirle,  on  the  south  side. 
7\nother  of  these  is  cast  of  the  Swirle ; and  I think  that  the  wide  opening  made  in  that 
direction  was  for  a gas  factory. 

1217.  {Chairman.)  Has  there  been  such  a removal  of  the  houses  which  you  speak  of  in 
Sandgate  as  to  enable  the  sun  to  get  more  easily  to  the  thoroughfares  of  the  previously 
existing  streets  ? — The  sun,  the  wind,  and  the  rain. 

1218.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  any  house  in  Sandgate  which  is  capable  of  getting 
sunshine  on  both  sides  ? — I do  not. 
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1*219.  {Chairman.)  Suiiposing  sucli  changes  to  be  made  as  would  euable  the  rain  to  fall 
more  i’reel}’,  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  to  beat  more  freely,  on  a surface  previously  saturated 
with  filth,  do  you  think  that  that  would  tend  to  mitigate  tlie  poisonous  nature  of  the 
exhalations  thence  arising  ? — 1 think  it  would  contribute  to  make  the  exhalations  less 
injurious. 

1220.  What  are  the  influences  which  affect  the  evaporation  of  poisonous  gases  from  a soil 
such  as  I have  described? — The  retention  of  moisture,  particidarly  in  animal  or  vegetable 
matter. 

1221.  Will  that  retention  of  moisture  be  practically  injurious,  unless  heat  cause  that 
moisture  to  rise  in  the  shape  of  vapour,  carrying  along  with  it  the  poisonous  exhalations  of 
that  animal  or  vegetable  matter  ? — I have  no  doubt  that  evaporation  would  go  on  more 
ra])idly  under  the  influence  of  a hot  sun,  but  I very  much  doidjt  whether  the  poisonous 
exhalations  would  be  more  malignant  from  it.  1 am  informed  by  the  best  authorities,  that 
in  India  they  sometimes  reiuler  a district  more  wholesome  by  burning  a jungle,  and  they 
immediatelv  get  rid  of  one  of  the  most  formidable  fevers — the  jungle  fever. 

122*2.  No  doubt  : bv  burning  up  the  vegetable  matter,  which  evolves  tlie  malaria  pro- 
ducing that  fever.  And,  supposing  you  could  scorch  and  burn  up  all  the  surface  and  other 
filth  of  Newcastle,  might  you  not  also  produce  the  same  effeet  here  ? — Yes. 

122-‘3.  Did  not  the  great  fire  of  London  burn  out  the  great  plague  there  in  that  way  ? — 
I have  no  doubt  it  did. 

1224.  Would  vou  then  concur  in  the  opinion,  which  ascribes  the  increased  severity  of 
this  recent  outbreak  to  the  increased  intensity  of  the  poisonous  exhalations  liable  to  be 
evolved  from  the  soil  of  districts,  in  which  the  eternal  depositing,  and  rc-depositing,  and 
re-re-dcj)o.siilng  of  excrement  on  the  surface,  is  a matter  of  inevitable  necessity? — I should 
tiot  be  inclined  to  concur  in  that  ojtinion  ; because  1 cannot  perceive  that  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  Newcastle  is  worse  now  than  it  was  many  years  ago. 

122o.  Have  you  considered  all  the  points  of  that  sanitary  condition  ? — Perhaps  not  .*^o 
carefully  as  1 ought  to  have  ilone. 

1220.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Not  only  in  f^andgate,  but  in  a considerable  district  in  that  part  of 
the  town,  it  apjtears  that  the  excrements  of  the  mass  of  the  population,  and  not  of  individual 
dirty  people  only,  are  spread  over  the  place.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  to  be  the 
case  with  reference  to  a large  portion  of  the  town  in  that  (llrection  ? — 1 should  very  much 
doubt  its  being  tin*  case  with  the  more  decent  |>art  of  the  population. 

1227.  Should  you  doubt  that  in  respect  of  Sandgate  ? — In  respect  of  Sandgatc. 

1*2*2S.  Pandon  ? — .\nd  in  respect  of  Pandon. 

1*229.  Wo  have  very  strong  evidence  upon  that  subject,  and  w e have  the  evidence  of  our 
own  sense.s,  its  to  the  presence  of  a large  (piantity  of  excrcmental  matter  there? — 1 should 
ex|)cct  that  these  ])eople  use  vessels  of  some  kind  or  another. 

12tJ0.  Which  are  emptied  out  ? — And  that  the  contents  of  these  vessels  would  be  carried 
off  bv  the  carts  which  go  round. 

1*2.‘31.  {Chairman.)  We  arrived  here  shortly  after  a fall  of  snow.  That  fall  ol'  snow,  at 
all  events,  covered  up  whatever  arrears  of  filth  had  previously  iiccuimdated.  On  the  lop  of 
this  snow,  where  it  remained  in  corners,  and  so  on,  we  saw  with  our  own  eves  what  seemed 
to  us  to  be  astounding  accumnlalions  of  excrement,  iu  every  possible  form.  W;is  that  the 
usuid  state  of  things;  <'i*  did  we  look  in  m a very  remarkable  time? — 1 apprehend  that  you 
.saw  only  thiit  stiile  of  things,  which  h:ul  obtained  for  ages  in  and  about  Newcastle. 

I‘2.‘3*2.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  we  to  believe  that,  at  the  present  time,  in  these  districts,  a casual 
walker  in  them  would  find  a very  general  accumulation  of  excrement? — Not  exactly  where 
the  steps  of  passengers  or  ol’ horscs  passed. 

1*2.‘3!3.  1 do  not  wish  to  put  it  as  a matter  affectiug  the  feet  of  the  wayfann*,  but  in  the 
open  way,  on  the  gratings  of  sewois,  in  the  corner  of  courts  ami  the  like,  in  the  sides  of 
courts,  along  the  line  of  the  house  wall,  and  so  on.  Arc-  you  of  opinion  that  that  state  of 
things  has  for  ages  prevailed  in  .Sandgate? — 1 believe  it  is  a general  thing. 

I*2.*34.  Can  you  doubt  that  such  a system  ol'  things  leads  to  a gradual  poisoning  of  the 
soil? — I have  no  doubt  it  must  have  a most  noxious  influence,  but  1 do  not  imagine  that 
there  is  any  gradual  increase  of  the  mixture. 

I*2.‘35.  As  to  the  effects  of  the  accumulation  dc  die  in  diem,  that  is,  of  the  condition  of  the 
pavement  in  Sandgate,  in  Pandon,  and  iu  a great  part  of  the  old  town,  you  agree  with  us 
generally? — That  such  a state  of  things  has  a most  Important  iidlueucc  on  the  public 
licaldi. 

1*2;3().  Wc  have  evidence  before  us  of  other  extensive  districts,  where  privy  accommo- 
dation is  present,  but  where  the  iiccommodation  consists,  not  of  the  moie  refined  arrangement 
of  a wat('r-closet,  l>y  which  the  excrement  shall  be  washed  along  pipes  to  a distance,  but  of 
open  privies  at  the  liack  of  the  houses,  or  close  to  them,  so  that  whatever  excrements  are  fur- 
nished l>y  the  establishment,  remain  there  in  clo.se  contiguity  to  the  house,  ^’ou  are  aware 
tliat  that  is  the  case  ? — 1 am  aware,  of  that.  In  fact,  we  have  shut  up  some  houses  latelv  in  con- 
sef|uence  of  that  stati*  of  things,  and  prohibited  those  houses  being  used  as  human  habitations. 

12.‘37.  Is  it  not  the  ca.se  that,  as  a general  arrangement  for  the  nece.ssities  of  the  people  in 
Newcastle,  evmi  of  the  better  clas.se.-:',  open  privies  largely  prepouderate,  and  that  water- 
closets  are  exceptions? — Water-closets  are  only  found  in  the  best  houses. 

1238.  Kvidence  is  before  us  that  the  water  company  supj)ly  1,1  (KJ  water-closets;  so  that 
wc  have  gencnil  c\  idence  on  that  sul)jecl.  Pearing  in  mind  then  that  w'e  have  large  districts, 
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where  on  the  pavement,  there  is  a considerable  quantity  of  excrement — tliat  we  have 
considerable  districts  where  privies  are  present,  but  where  they  are  only,  as  it  were,  watch- 
boxes  put  over  similar  accumulations  of  excrement — excrement  not  lemoved  by  daily  or 
weekly  scavenging — does  it  not  appear  to  you  that  the  area  of  Newcastle  continuously  fur- 
nishes a very  considerable  evaporation  of  foecal  matters  ? — Of  course  it  must. 

1-239.  Do  you  know  of  any  acre  ot  the  area  on  which  Newcastle  stands,  within  the  muni- 
cipal boundary,  which  does  not  lurnish  such  an  evaporation  ?—  Yes;  I think  there  are  several 
acres  in  the  town  which  are  only  formed  of  first-class  houses,  with  water-closets  and  good 
sewerave. 

1240.  Water-closets  for  the  servants? — Yes;  even  for  the  servants. 

1241.  Do  you  think  you  could  put  your  finger,  on  this  map,  upon  an  acre  of  ground  that 
does  not  contribute  at  all  to  the  evaporation  of  ordure  ? — I am  not  perfectly  certain  about 
one  or  tvro  of  the  best  localities  having  accommodation  of  that  sort  I’or  servants.  I know 
some  of  them  have.  1 could  not  take  upon  me  with  confidence  to  assert  it. 

1242.  But  you  do  not  doubt  the  general  statement,  with  respect  to  the  inhabited  area  of 
Newcastle  generally,almost  universally,  furnishing  a certain  evaporation  of  ordure  ? — I have 
no  doubt  of  it. 

1243.  And  that  with  new  building  that  area  increases,  and  that  with  the  increased  popu- 
lation the  material  increases  ? — Of  course. 

1‘244.  [Mr.  Bateman.)  You  have  been  for  some  time  a member  of  the  town  council,  and 
you  have  evidently  taken'a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the  town. 
Is  there  any  considerable  body  of  members  of  the  town  council  who  agree  with  you,  or 
assist  you  in  endeavouring  to  carry  out  public  improvements  of  that  character  ? — 'bo  the 
best  of  my  recollection  upon  most  occasions  the  council  have  been  willing,  and  cheerfully 
willing,  to  do  everything  which  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  required. 

1245.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  general  feeling  of  the  council  ? — I believe  so. 

1246.  Does  there  exist  to  any  extent  an  opposition,  as  is  very  commonly  the  case  in 
town  councils,  against  doing  anything  which  may  incur  expense,  and  increase  the  rates 
upon  the  inhabitants f — Undoubtedly;  the  consideration  of  expense  restrains  the  council 
in  the  performance  of  a great  many  acts  which  might  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
the  town,  not  only  in  sanitary  matters,  but  in  every  other  way.  There  has  been  great 
reluctance  indeed  to  adopt  any  mode  of  proceeding  which  would  entail  upon  the  council 
the  necessity  of  increasing  the  rates  upon  the  inhabitants. 

1247.  Has  that  feeling  operated  in  the  continuance  of  many  things  which  the  members 
of  the  council  felt  would  have  been  better  removed?. — I do  not  at  this  moment  remember 
any  particular  instance  of  the  kind  ; but  it  may  be  .accepted  as  a general  principle,  it 
must  be  admitted. 

1248.  (^Chairman.)  That  is  the  case  in  most  places ? — It  i.s. 

1249.  Has  it  operated  with  greater  intensity  here  than  in  other  places  ? — 1 am  not  aware 
that  it  has. 

1250.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  'bhe  members  of  the  town  council  of  course  are  elected  by  the 
rate-payers  generally  ? — Yes. 

1251.  What  class  numerically  do  the  rate-payers  consist  of? — Numerically,  I should  say 
that  the  class  of  persons,  whom  you  might  regard  as  intermediate  between  the  working- 
classes  and  the  higher  classes,  in  most  wards  formed  the  majority.  Of  course  the  wards 
vary  considerably. 

1252.  {Chairman.)  The  higher  class  of  mechanics  and  artizans,  and  small  shopkeepers? 
—Yes. 

1253.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  What  kind  of  representatives  do  the  ratepayers  generally  send 
to  the  council  ? — They  send  every  description  ; because  some  of  the  wards,  of  course, 
consist  of  a larger  proportion  of  highly-educated  persons,  who  it  seems  have  their  eyes  a 
little  more  open  to  the  importance  of  sanitary  measures.  I must  say,  though,  that  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  when  sanitary  considerations  were  befoi-e  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  generally,  some  years  ago,  the  most  energetic  and  the  most  enthusiastic  of  our 
supporters  were  to  be  found  actually  amongst  the  working  classes.  1 remember  also,  very 
distinctly,  at  that  particular  time,  that  after  the  appointment  of  the  sanitary  committee 
appeared  almost  forgotten,  and  the  committee  had  proved  utterly  inoperative,  the 
working  men  had  a sanitary  committee-room,  which  1 think  was  subsequently  converted 
into  a reading-room  ; that  they  continued  organized  long  after  any  other  party  did,  and 
they  appeared  more  attentive  to  the  subject  than  their  better  educated  neighbours. 

1254.  Do  you  know  whether  these  men  were  ratepayers  to  any  extent.'^ — I do  not  think 
the  majority  ot  them  were. 

1255.  Then  they  could  not  be  represented  in  the  town  council  ? — No. 

1256.  (Mr.  Simon.)  But  they  were  the  persons  v^ho  suffered  most  from  the  state  of  the 
town  having  been  neglected  ? — ^.In  all  probability. 

1257.  {Chairman.)  Supposing  that  during  the  late  ontbreak  of  cholera,  out  of  1,527 
deaths,  1,174  were  in  the  class  of  artificers  and  labourers,  you  would  not  think  it  a matter 
of  surprise,  if  they  came  to  a knowledge  of  those  or  similar  facts,  that  they  should  take 
the  steps  which  you  have  mentioned  ? — Probably  not. 

1258.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  A large  proportion  of  the  labouring  classes  live  in  tenements  ? — Yes 

1259.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  rental  that  they  pay  per  room? — No. 
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1’2()0.  We  liave  been  told  that  it  would  be  from  1.?.  to  Is.  Od.  a-room  per  week.  Of 
course  tliere  must  be  a large  amount  of  owuers  of  teuemeuted  property,  and  thus  the 
ownership  of  teuemeuted  property  forms  aii  important  element  in  the  constitution  of  your 
town  council  ? — It  forms  an  imjmrtant  element;  but  it  certainly  has  not  a preponderating 
influence. 

12G1.  Has  it  such  an  influence  as  would  make  the  town  council  reluctant  to  interfere 
with  anything  which  might  afl'ect  the  tenemented  dwellings? — I think  not. 

12G2.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Von  took  part  in  the  committee  of  the  .Sanitaiy  Association,  and 
hrought  under  the  notice  of  the  town  council  the  defects  of  drainage? — 1 did. 

12().‘l.  .\s  a member  of  the  town  council  also,  had  yon  any  opportunities  of  following 
up  that  subiect? — I do  not  remember  that  I had;  my  occupations  pi-evented  my  taking 
the  initiative  in  the  council,  and  I do  not  think  that  my  attention  was  very  strongly 
directed  to  the  point  afterwards. 

12()4.  We  may  probably  take  for  granted  that  you  would  express  to  the  town  council, 
or  to  the  committees  of  the  town  council  with  which  you  may  have  been  associated,  the 
opinions  which  you  entertained  on  the  necessity  for  an  effective  drainage  of  the  town  ? — 
I should  say  that  in  all  probability  I have  done  so,  though  1 have  no  strong  remembrance 
of  any  particular  instance.  I have  always  held  a decided  opinion  upon  the  subject,  and 
have  generally  expressed  it  everywhere. 

12G;j.  If,  in  consecpience  of  the  re.solution  of  your  committee  in  the  year  1848, 
proceedings  had  been  adopted  and  an  increase  of  power  had  been  obtained  from  Parlia- 
ment, and  if  the  drainage  of  the  town  had  been  heartily  and  thoroughly  set  about,  do  you 
believe  that  there  would  have  been  a considerable  difference  in  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
at  the  late  outbreak  ? — 1 do. 

12GG.  1 have  here  an  Act  dated  29th  July  1850,  “ for  extending  and  amending  the 
“ Acts  for  regulating  and  improving  the  borough  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne;”  there  was 
then  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  any  increased  j)owers  which  might  be  re([uisite  with 
respect  to  the  drainage  of  houses.  Can  you  at  all  remember  whether  you  at  that  time 
pre.ssed  upon  the  town  council  the  necessity  of  then  obtaining  such  increased  powers  for 
liouse  drainage  ? — I cannot  tiistinctly  I’emember. 

12G7.  Do  you  believe  that  the  corporation  possesses  at  the  jiresent  time  all  the  powers 
that  are  requisite  for  the  improvement  of  houses  within  the  municipal  jurisdiction  ? — At 
the  present  time  I think  the  corporation  does. 

Mr.  Town  Clerk:  Our  jierfect  power  dates  from  the  last  Act,  18.5,‘f. 

I2G8.  [Mr.  Simon  to  Sir  John  Fife.)  .After  such  a recommendation  as  your  committee 
made  to  the  town  council  in  the  year  1848  of  the  necessity  for  improved  drainage,  you 
would  consider  it  a serious  defect  in  a bill  in  Parliament  in  the  year  1850  that  it 
contained  only  iin|)crfect  provisions  foi-  securing  the  drainage  of  private  premises  into 
sewers  ? — 1 should  consider  it  a scudons  diflicnlty, 

I2G9.  [Chairman.)  A Ou  have  favoured  us  with  your  opinion  upon  the  points  of  sewers 
aiul  of  privies.  Have  you  had  occasion,  in  your  experience  ol  Sandgate,  or  of  any  other 
district,  .say  Paiidon,  to  consider  the  ellect  which  the  form  of  house  construction,  there  most 
prevalent,  would  have  on  venlilation  — i consider  that  the  effect  wdiich  it  would  have  on 
ventilation  has  been  most  unfavourable.  1 conceivi-  that  the  window-tax  operated  most 
injurionsly  upon  ventihition  as  it  formerly  existed.  1 have  reason  fo  believe  that  builders, 
n building  houses  for  persons  of  very  limited  circumstiiuces,  considered  that. 

1270.  In  your  experience  of  8amlgate,  you  have  found  old  windows  blocked  up  ? — Yes, 
1 have  seen  such  things. 

1271.  Frequently,  or  only  occasionally  ? — I do  not  know  that  1 have  noticed  .such  things 
fre([ucntly  ; but  it  seems  familiar  to  my  recollection. 

1272.  Do  you  believe  that  since  the  house  tax  was  substituted  tor  the  window  tax,  any 
considerable  number  of  those  blocked-up-windows  have  been  knocked  out  again,  or  that 
new  windows  have  been  knocked  into  the  walls  in  these  ill-conditioned  houses  ? — I dare 
say  that,  where  the  tenants  could  prevail  upon  their  landlords  to  make  such  improvements 
for  them,  they  have  been;  but  1 am  afraid  they  may  nol  have  been  made  very  extensively. 

127.‘1.  Alluding  fo  the  I'oriu  of  house  construction,  which  1 understand  to  be  the  rule 
and  not  the  exce|»tion  in  Sandgate,  namely,  that  houses  are  built  back  to  back,  with  very 
narrow  chinks  or  alleys  only  between  their  fronts;  would  you  consider  that  any  improve- 
ments in  sewerage,  in  draining,  or  in  privy  and  ash-pit  acc.ommodation,  could  reasonably 
be  expected  to  [)ut  such  a district  as  that  into  a satisfactory  sanitary  state  ? — So  long  as 
the  houses  stand  hack  to  back,  and  with  oidy  narrow  passages  between  them,  1 should  in 
that  case  consider  the  situation  of  Sandgate,  even  with  all  the  advantages  of  .sewerage  and 
drainage,  to  be  ho])clc.ss,  in  a sanitary  point  of  view. 

1274.  (Mr.  Si'mon.)  That,  if  you  drained  it  ever  so  well,  you  would  have  to  spread  it 
over  a s(|uare  mile  to  make  it  healthy? — Yes. 

1275.  [Mr.  liateman.)  To  depopulate  it  ? — 1 am  not  sure  that  depojudation  would  be 
necessiny,  because  1 know  that  there  are  some  model  houses  in  London,  a considerable 
nuitd)er  of  storie.s  in  height — I have  .seen  .some  which  have  been  exceedingly  successful. 

I27G.  Have  they  alleys  from  four  to  six  feet  wide  round  them? — No;  but  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  the  }ilan  showed  four  or  five  flights  under  one  roof,  one  above  another;  so 
that  a,  very  great  population  might  occupy  a well  ventilated  building  upon  ji  comj)aratlvely 
small  area. 
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1277.  {Mr.  Simon.)  With  a proportionate  breadth  of  street? — I should  not  be  inclined  to 
think  that  any  considerable  breadth  of  street  existed. 

1278.  lint  you  have  no  doubt  that  a greater  widtli  of  street  would  be  necessary  to  afford 
proper  ventilation  in  tall  houses  — I have  not  a doubt  that  a greater  width  of  street  would 
be  necessary,  if  buildings  were  very  high. 

1279.  {Chairman.')  Apart  from  the  question  of  house  construction,  is  it  within  your 
knowledge  that  a large  proportion  of  the  district  of  Sandgate  consists  of  old  dilapidated, 
more  or  less  rotten,  damp-walled  houses  ? — Yes. 

1280.  That  a considerable  portion  of  Sandgate  is  built,  not  of  brick,  but  with  timber? — 
I remember  observing  wood  in  many  places. 

1281.  That  timber  being  so  rotten  in  some  places,  that  you  could  drive  the  point  of  a 
common  steel  umbrella  some  way  into  it  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

1282.  Do  you  conceive  that,  if  you  abolished  every  alternate  double  row  in  Sandgate, 
houses,  the  materials  of  whose  walls  were  in  such  a state  as  that,  could  by  any  possibility 
be  put  into  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition? — I think  not. 

1283.  Do  you  not  then  see,  in  the  existing  condition  of  Sandgate,  such  elements  of  a 
necessarily  bad  sanitary  state,  as  to  render  the  opinion  which  has  been  delivered  here  as  to 
the  necessity  of  literally  abolishing  the  place,  reasonable  in  your  eyes? — I think  it  would  be 
reasonable. 

1284.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  we  rightly  informed  that  a considerable  proportion  of  Sandgate 
is  the  property  of  the  corporation  ? — 1 am  not  sure  what  proportion  of  it,  but  1 believe 
the  corporation  possesses  a good  deal  of  property  there. 

128.5.  {Chairman.)  For  how  many  years  do  you  think  that  this  district  of  Sandgate  has 
been  in  this  condition,  namely — not  only  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  practically 
incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — It  is  amongst  the  recollections  of 
my  childhood,  to  have  seen  Sandgate  with  very  open  eyes  indeed,  as  a wonderful  place  ; 
and  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  Sandgate  was  very  considerably  worse  then  than  it  is 
now.  I am  quite  sure  that  for  forty  or  forty-five  years,  Sandgate  has  not  been  getting 
worse  unless  it  be  by  the  supposed  accumulation  of  tlie  germs  of  noxious  effluvia. 

1286.  ( Mr.  Bateman.)  Has  there  been  no  change  in  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  in 
that  time? — There  has  been  a great  change  in  the  character  of  the  inhabitants;  because 
there  were  a larger  ]>roportion  of  peojde  living  in  the  place  formerly,  than  of  late  years. 

1287.  Was  it  not  formerly  largely  occupied  by  keelmen  ? — It  was. 

1288.  And  are  not  keelmen  among  the  cleanest  of  your  inhabitants  in  Newcastle  ? — I 
think  on  the  whole  they  have  been  tolerably  cleanly. 

1289.  Then  if,  forty-five  years  ago,  it  was  inhabited  by  cleanly  people  like  keelmen,  and 
it  is  now  inhabited  by  dirty  people,  like  Irishmen,  is  it  not  likely  that  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  that  place  has  been  getting  worse  ? — I should  rather  expect  from  keelmen,  that  they 
would  have  a very  natural  way  of  doing  things;  and  1 should  very  much  doubt  wliether 
they  were  particularly  fastidious  or  nice  in  some  of  those  habits  which  seem  to  have 
shocked  others. 

1290.  Flave  you  been  in  their  houses  ? — I have. 

1291.  Are  not  their  houses  rather  patterns  of  cleanliness  than  otherwise? — I have  seen 
them  very  cleanly  and  very  tastefully  ornamented  to  some  extent. 

1292.  {Mr.  Simon.)  I suppose  it  would  hardly  happen  that  you  are  called  to  perform 
surgical  operations  in  these  poorer  localities  ? — Now  and  then,  but  very  seldom. 

129.3.  Should  you  look  sanguinely  to  the  result  of  a surgical  operation,  supposing  you 
were  called  upon  to  perform  one  there  ? — 1 should  not  be  so  sanguine  of  its  success  in  any 
place  which  was  tainted  in  its  atmosphere,  or  low  in  its  situation,  or  damp,  as  in  a more 
elevated  and  well  drained  and  comparatively  pure  locality. 

1294.  Your  infirmary  here  is  upon  higli  ground? — Yes. 

1295.  Do  you  suffer  from  damp  at  all? — We  thought  we  did  at  one  time.  Some  very 
active  measures  have  been  taken  to  improve  its  drainage;  and  since  we  have  filled  up  a 
hollow,  where  sometimes  stagnant  water  might  have  lodged,  the  infirmary  has  suffered  less 
from  erysipelas  and  gangrene.  It  is  a subject  which  has  deeply  interested  us  of  late  years — 
and  we  have  been  exceedingly  jealous  indeed  of  its  ventilation,  and  of  preserving  an  open 
space  around  it  on  every  side. 

1296.  And  you  believe  that  you  have  materially  improved  its  sanitary  condition  by 
attention  to  di-ainage  ? — That  is  my  opinion,  and  although  we  have  added  very  considerably 
to  the  extent  of  the  building,  yet  1 conceive  that  the  drainage  of  the  whole  has  been 
improved  by  filling  up  tliis  hollow,  arching  it  over,  making  a large  thorough  drain,  and 
providing  against  moisture. 

1297.  Used  you  to  suffer  largely  from  erysijielas  ? — Very  largely  indeed,  and  it  ran 
from  bed  to  bed. 

1298.  Were  you  crowded  there  ? — We  have  been  exceedingly  crowded,  and  very  often 
the  prevalence  of  erysipelas  has  been  in  proportion  to  the  number  in  the  house. 

1299.  Have  you  seen  much  of  gangrene? — ^Not  lately. 

1300.  {Chairman.)  In  the  infirmary  report  of  1852,  I read  this  statement:  “At  a 
“meeiing  of  the  medical  officers,  a sub-committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Cargill,  Mr.  Potter, 
“and  Mr.  Gibb,  was  appointed  to  report  upon’’  that  matter  of  erysipelas;  and  they 

report  in  these  terms  : — “ In  the  ravine,  west  of  the  building ? ” — That  is  the  ravine  to 

which  I alluded. 
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1301.  “A  space  now  in  process  of  being  filled  up  by  the  coqjoration — we  found  that 
“ the  material  used  for  that  purpose  is  chiefly  the  mud  from  the  streets,  and  we  believe 
“that  this  deposit,  though  frequently  very  liquid,  is  not  a source  of  infectious  miasm. 

“ Near  the  south  corner  we  found  a large  open  manhole,  communicating  with  the  large 
“sewer  which  runs  through  that  part  of  the  infirmary  grounds,  and  giving  out  very 
“offensive  effluvia — ” but  which,  they  also  came  to  the  conclusion,  was  not  the  source. 
They  say  that  they  further  examined,  near  the  west  end  of  the  burial-ground,  a privy  of 
very  bad  construction,  but  that  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  effluvia  from  it  were 
also  not  the  cause  of  which  they  were  in  search ; and  they  state  : “ We  did  not  detect  any 
“other  source,  external  to  the  building,  from  which  erysipelatous  or  other  diseases  might 
“ spring.”  'I'he  report  then  goes  on  to  state  that  the  conclusion  to  which  they  came  was, 
that  the  prevalence  of  erysipelas  in  the  infirmary  was  due  mainly  to  overcrowding  and 
want  of  ventilation  ; that,  acting  on  that  Impression,  they  decreased  the  numbei’s  in  the 
institution,  and  improved  the  ventilation  ; and  that  the  result  of  those  operations  was 
almost  to  drive  erysipelas  out  of  liie  infirmary? — But  I happen  to  know  that,  contempo- 
raneously with  these  operations  of  diminishing  the  crowded  state  of  the  wards,  the 
maidiole  was  closed,  and  not  only  was  it  closed,  but  the  filling  up  of’  this  ravine  was 
completed.  I have  no  doubt,  when  the  ravine  was  half  filled  iq),  and  particularly  filled 
up  with  street  mud,  effluvia  might  have  arisen  from  it,  and  even,  for  the  time,  have  been 
increased  ; but  since  the  complete  filling  up  of  the  ravine,  and  the  shutting  of  this 
aperture,  and  securing  the  institution  in  every  possible  way  against  dampness,  I have  no 
doubt  the  atmosphere  round  has  improved. 

1302.  Have  you  ever  noticed  the  stale  of  the  walls,  as  well  as  of  the  timbers  to  which 
von  alluded,  in  the  district  of  Sandgatc  ? — I think  I observed  the  walls  to  be  damp. 

1303.  1 think  you  said  that  the  district  was  worse  fifty  years  ago  than  it  is  now? — I 
think  so,  because  the  pavement  was  so  much  worse. 

1304.  Should  I be  correct  in  the  assumption,  that  for  fifty  years  past  the  walls  of  a 
large  jiroportlon  of  the  tenements  in  Sandgatc  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  more  or  less 
damp  ? — I think  so. 

130i5.  Do  you  think  that  the  walls  of  a building  can,  for  that  length  of  time,  be 
periodically  danq),  without  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  building  being  very  materially 
impaired? — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  must  be  most  materially  impaired  in  that 
one  respect. 

130G.  Must  not  the  houses,  iu  that  respect,  have  become  rapidly  more  and  more  unfit 
for  human  liabilation  ? — 1 am  not  so  sure  of  the  progress  of  the  evil  beyond  a certain 
point;  because,  admitting  that  the  walls  of  the  liouses  in  Sandgate  were  damp,  to  a 
certain  degree,  through  all  the  seasons  of  the  year  fifty  years  ago,  I am  not  quite  sure 
that  they  would  be  much  more  dtimp  at  the  present  time. 

1307.  Would  the  continuous  datnpness  of  either  brick  or  timber  tend  to  rot  it? — I 
have  no  doubt  it  would. 

1308.  Do  you  think  tliat  a habitation  within  rotten  walls  is  conducive  to  health? — I 
am  not  sure  whether  the  first  stage  of  the  decay  of  wood,  and  the  effluvium  arising  by 
evaporation  from  it  in  that  stage,  is  not  quite  as  injurious  as  the  effluvium  from  it  in  the 
last  stage. 

13U*J.  'i’he  progress  of  decomposition  in  wood  under  such  circumstances,  I suppose,  is 
from  tlie  surface  inwards  ? — From  the  surface  inwards. 

131U.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  deleterious  effects  of  timber,  which  is  rotten  to  the 
core,  are  greater  than  the  deleterious  elfects  of  timber  which  is  only  rotten  on  the 
exterior? — 1 do  not,  and  for  a great  many  years  1 had  a very  strong  opinion  on  that 
subject.  If  1 had  my  own  way,  I never  would  allow  the  boards  of  a hospital  to  be 
washed  ; 1 would  h.ive  them  dry-rubbed  over.  1 am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  effluvium 
more  injurious  than  that  which  arises  from  fresh,  sound  wood,  wet,  and  gradually  drying 
by  evaporation. 

131 1.  Do  you  think  that  the  evil  effects  arising  from  the  dampness  of  sound  boards  are 
equal  to  the  evil  effects  arising  from  the  dampness  of  rotten  boards? — I have  long  held 
that  opinion. 

1312.  W'ould  the  opinion  which  you  have  thus  expressed  with  regard  to  timber,  namely, 
that  it  would  be  as  bad  to  have  the  otiisliie  of  it  wet  or  rotten  as  to  have  the  whole  limber 
rotten  to  the  core;  would  that  tdso  apply  to  the  case  of  soil,  and  would  you  think  that  a 
soil,  the  surface  of  which  was  wet  or  plastered  with  excrements,  was  :is  injurious  as  a soil 
.saturated  with  wet  and  excrement  to  the  centre  of  the  globe  i* — Certainly  not;  because 
the  superficial  por'ion  of  it  would  f)c  most  saturated,  :ind  possibly  more  and  more  saturated  ; 
but  I conceive  that  when  wood  has  gone  through  a certain  ])rocess  of  decay,  when  the 
external  part  of  it  has  jiassed  through  certain  changes,  noxious  effluvia  cease  to  emanate 
from  it. 

1313.  (Mr.Siwon.)  Are  yon  aware  that  a very  large  population  in  this  town  is  distributed 
In  what  are  called  tenemented  houseis — houses  let  in  separate  tenements? — Yes. 

1314.  \Vhere  a single  famllv  inhabits  a single  room  ? — Yes. 

131.).  And  where,  m some  cases,  that  family  additionally  takes  lodgers? — I know  that  to 
be  the  case  too. 

1310.  Von  would  consider  that  houses  of  tliat  kind  require  very  frequent  and  very 
careful  supervision  ?— Certainlv. 
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1317.  That  they  would  be  apt  to  get  filthy  and  unwholesome? — Yes. 

1318.  You  have  perhaps  at  this  moment  hardly  a knowledge  of  them  sufficiently  intimate 
to  enable  you  to  say  whether,  in  a large  part  of  Newcastle,  these  dwellings  are  at  the 
present  time  filthy  and  unwholesome  ? — I cannot  pretend  to  give  a strong  opinion  upon  that 
subject. 

1319.  But  so  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  what  should  you  say  ? — So  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends  they  are  so. 

1320.  You  would  think  it  very  desirable  that  any  powers  possessed  by  the  corporation 
for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings  should  be  exercised  in  respect  of  houses 
of  this  description  ? — I do  think  so. 

1321.  Would  you  likewise  think  it  desirable  that  the  powers  possessed  by  the  corpo- 
ration for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  lodging-houses  for  the  use  of  the  poorer  classes 
should  be  exercised  ? — I am  not  sure  whether  that  would  not  be  better  done  by  some  private 
or  public  company  I happen  to  know  that  at  this  time  a great  many  wealthy  persons  have 
put  down  their  names  for  subscriptions  to  a considerable  amount;  the  object  of  which  is  to 
construct  a great  extent  of  model  houses  for  the  working  men  ; or  houses  upon  a sanitary 
model  at  all  events ; and  it  is  to  be  one  of  the  rules  of  this  company  that  they  shall  not 
take  any  return  exceeding  4^  or  5 per  cent. 

1322.  {Chairman.)  That  is  a branch  of  the  Metropolitan  Association,  is  it  not? — Not  a 
bi’anch ; I think  it  is  an  independent  party,  and  I do  not  know'  whether  they  w'ould  not 
do  it  quite  as  well  at  the  corporation. 

1323.  You  are  interested  in  the  Whittle  Dean  Company,  are  you  not? — I w'as  so 
years  ago.  I ceased  to  be  interested  in  the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company,  to  the  bst 
my  recollection,  about  four  and  a half  or  five  years  ago. 

1324.  In  speaking  of  such  districts  as  we  have  been  speaking  of — Sandgate,  Pandon, 
and  so  on — did  you  find  the  water  supply  there,  in  your  opinion,  adequate  and  sufficient  ? — 
Do  vou  mean  from  the  Whittle  Dean  Company  ? 

1325.  From  any  source  ? — I remember  a pant  of  very  good  watei-,  as  I believe  it  to  be, 
at  the  end  of  Sandgate. 

1326.  [Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  In  the  milk  market  ? — ^ es. 

1327.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  courts,  and  lanes,  and  chares 
or  whatever  they  are  called,  in  Sandgate,  have  an  adequate  supply  of  water  in  any  par- 
ticular ? — I never  heard  it  complained  that  they  had  not.  I remember  a pant  at  eacli  end 
of  Sandgate. 

1328.  The  length  of  Sandgate  I suppose  may  be  some  400  or  500  yards? — I think  so. 

1329.  Do  you  think  that  the  necessity  of  having  to  go  out  in  all  weathers,  and  bring 
water  sav  100  or  150  yards  on  the  average,  and  carry  it  up  a number  of  steps  or  stairs, 
might  have  any  effect  in  deterring  this  poor  and  ignorant  population  from  the  use  of 
water? — I doubt  it;  because  I think  they  would  probably  use  the  river  water  for  washing 
and  other  ablutions ; while  perhaps  they  reserve  the  water  from  the  pant  for  drinking  and 
cooking. 

1330.  {Mr.  Simon  ) Should  you  recommend  their  using  the  river  water  for  washing? — 
I do  not  so  much  object  to  it.  I do  not  think  it  easy  to  contaminate  so  very  large  a stream. 

1331.  {Chairman.)  Supposing  the  Tyne  water  to  be  contaminated;  and  supposing  poor 
people  to  wash  their  clothes  in  this  contaminated  water  in  their  own  rooms,  and  to  hang 
them  up,  saturated  with  it  and  with  what  the  tissue  of  the  clothes  may  retain  from  it,  in 
their  own  rooms  to  dry,  would  liiat,  in  your  opinion,  be  conducive  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  there  ? — I do  not  think  that  hanging  clothes  to  dry  in  a room  which  people 
occupy,  supposing  the  clothes  to  have  been  washed  with  the  purest  water,  is  conducive  to 
health ; but  I imagine  that  any  animal  matter  in  the  water  of  the  Tyne  must  be  too  much 
diluted  to  operate  as  a very  strong  poison. 

1332.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  consider  that  in  giving  a pant  at  one  end  of  Sandgate,  and 
a pant  at  the  other  end  of  Sandgate,  the  distance  being  several  hundred  yards,  sufficient 
provision  is  made  for  the  supply  of  the  poor  population  dwelling  intermediately  between 
those  pants  ? — I think  that  they  may  get  as  much  water  as  they  want. 

1333.  But  as  much  as  they  ought  to  want  ? — No,  not  as  much  as  they  ought  to  want. 

1334.  '1  hen  you  would  consider  it  a defective  supply  of  water? — Perhaps  it  might  be 
so.  I have  no  doubt  that  if  an  abundant  supply  could  be  more  completely  obtained,  a 
much  larger  quantity  would  habitually  be  used. 

1335.  {Mr.  2'own  Clerk.)  Are  you  not  aware,  that  between  these  two  pants,  at  each 
extremity,  there  are  several  taps  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water  ? — I am  aware  that  tliere  are. 

1336.  {Chairman.)  Supposing  powers  could  have  been  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pelling landlords,  negligent  of  their  duty,  to  perform  that  duty,  in  respect  of  supplying 
their  tenants  with  as  much  water  as  is  necessary  for  health,  do  you  think  that  the  circum- 
stances of  Newcastle  have  been  such  as  to  call  upon  the  local  authorities,  at  any  soliciting 
of  a local  act,  to  obtain  such  powers,  with  a view  to  compelling  landlords,  who  would  not 
willingly  do  their  duty  to  their  tenants,  to  do  it  under  penalties  and  upon  compulsion  ? — 
I have  some  doubt  whether  the  inhabitants  of  any  part  of  tlie  town  have  ever  been  so 
very  badly  supplied  with  water  as  to  induce  them  to  appeal  to  the  corporation,  and  urge 
them  to  obtain  better. 

1337.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  for  the  local  authorities,  who, 
io  to  say,  are  charged  witli  the  care  of  people  who  are  too  ignorant  and  too  poor  to  be 
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able  to  take  care  of’  themselves,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  such  a power  for  compelling 
reluctant  landlords  to  do  their  dutv  in  such  respect  ? — I do  tliink  so. 

1338.  {Mr.  Simou.)  In  respect  of  house  drainage,  flo  you  think  the  same? — It  is  most 
desirable. 

1339.  Reverting  to  the  condition  of  the  population  which  is  distributed  in  tenemented 
houses,  and  of  the  families  occupying  single  rooms,  your  experience  of  the  condition  of 
that  population  and  of  their  rooms  would  lead  you  to  consider  it  desirable  that  any 
practicable  rules  should  be  enforced  for  the  procuring  of  cleanliness  and  for  the  diminishing 
of  overcrowding  in  such  places? — Most  desirable. 

1340.  There  are  powers  given  to  the  corporation  in  the  109th  clause  of  the  Local  Act 
of  1846,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  make  byelaw’s,  laying  down  rules  for  cleansing  filthy 
and  unwholesome  dwellings.  Are  you  aware,  as  a member  of  the  town  council  and  as  a 
magistrate  of  the  borough,  whether  previously  to  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  in  18.53  any 
such  byelaws  had  been  made  or  enforced? — I am  not  aware  that  they  had  either  been 
made  or  enforced,  because  I have  understood  that  it  is  only  since  the  year  1850,  or, 
perhaps,  unle.ss  I am  corrected  by  Mr.  Town  Clerk,  since  the  passing  of  the  last  Town 
Improvement  Act  in  1853,  that  w'e  have  really  had  full  ]iowers. 

1341.  'rhat  is  in  respect  of  house-drainage;  but  the  question  now  is  in  respect  of  the 
cleansing  of  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings,  such  as  those  where  single  families  Inhabit 
single  rooms,  sometimes  taking  a great  (juantity  of  lodgers  in  them  ? — No.  1 have  not 
been  aware  that  vve  have  had  such  powers,  1 confess. 

1342.  Have  you  not  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  powers? — Not  of  the  existence 
of  such  powers. 

1343  (Chairman.)  Reverting  to  the  question  of  water,  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that 
the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company  have  been  willing  to  supply,  at  very  reasonable  rates, 
the  inhabitants  of  certain  courts  which  are  now  destitute  of  nny  jirlvate  supply,  provided 
the  landlords  of  those  courts  would  have  been  willing  to  become  responsible  for  the  rates, 
and  to  relieve  the  company  of  the  great  trouble  and  expense  of  getting  their  rates  out  of 
the  individual  occupiers? — I have  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  though  I do  not  remember  at  the 
moment  any  particular  Instance. 

1344.  Supposing  such  a state  of  things  to  have  existed  for  some  years,  do  you  not  think 
it  would  have  been  desirable  to  take  power  by  one  or  other  of  the  Local  Acts  obtained 
since  the  estaldlshmcnt  of  tliat  water  company,  for  making  the  landlords  of  these  nnsup- 
plled  courts  and  entries  liable  to  the  rates  incnrrabic  on  a proper  siipply  ? — 1 think  so. 

1345.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Tomn  Cirrk)  Could  you  not,  in  this  last  Local  Act  of  1853, 
have  taken  powers  to  make  the  landlords  or  the  owners  of  property  below  the  net  annual 
value  mentioned  in  section  65  of  that  .Act  liable  to  [)ay  the  rates  to  the  water  comp  inv  foi 
the  supply  of  water  to  their  tenants,  as  well  as  to  pay  the  borough  rates  on  their  property 
thereby  autliorlscd  ? Could  you  not  have  introduced  a clause  analagous  to  those  In  the 
Towns  Improvement  and  I’ubllc  Health  Acts? 

( tv.  Toivn  Clrrh.)  1 cannot  say  whether  such  a clause  might  have  been  possible  or  not; 
the  lanfllords  probably  would  have  resi.sted  it. 

1346.  (Chairman.)  Would  it  be  right,  on  the  resistance  of  landlords  evincing  .s',  obvious 
a neglect  of  t''eir  duty,  to  abandon  such  an  intention  ? 

{Mr.  Town  C/rrk.)  I am  not  aware  of  a case  where  the  water  is  supplied  bv  a commercial 
company,  in  which  the  local  authorities  have  power  to  force  anybody  to  take  the  water  of 
that  company. 

1347.  (Mr.  Simon.)  The  city  of  London  has. 

{Mr.  Town  Clrrh.)  ITnder  a peculiar  Act. 

1348.  (Mr.  Simon.)  I can  answer  for  that  upon  mv  own  knowledge. 

{Mr.  'Town  Clerk.)  1 am  not  aware  of  its  existing,  unless  in  Manchester,  for  instance, 
and  other  large  towns,  in  which  the  Rublic  Health  Act  prevails.  That  is  the  principle 
upon  which  that  Act  is  founded  as  to  w’ater,  that  the  inhabitants  are  rated  for  the,  expense 
of  the  water  works,  and  the  water  is  administered  to  them. 

1349.  (Chairman  to  Sir  John  Fife.)  Supposing  a laiullord,  or  any  number  of  landlords, 
in  a inunlcijiality  to  be  unwilling  to  di.scharge  their  duties  to  their  tenants  by  supplying 
them  with  an  junount  of  water  requisite  for  the  necessities  of  life,  do  you,  or  do  you  not, 
think  that  it  watuld  be  right  for  the  local  authorities  of  such  a place  to  step  in  between, 
or  to  endeavour  to  step  in  between,  these  landlords  and  the  health  of  their  tenants? — I 
think  it  most  desirable  that  we  should  have  got  such  ])owcrs,  if  we  could. 

1350.  In  your  opinion  is  it  one  object  of  the  institution  of  municipal  authorities,  that 
they  provide  for  the  well-being  of  those  individuals  of  that  municipality,  who  may  not  be 
able  to  secure  such  advantages  for  themselves  ? — Cyiie  of  the  most  important. 

13.51.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  then,  as  regards  water  for  instance,  that  the  town 
council  of  this  place  have  made  any  efforts,  in  that  respect,  to  step  in  between  the  poorer 
tenants  and  their  landlords  ? — I believe  that  no  such  effort  was  made  through  the  medium 
of  anv  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  applied  f>r.  I am  not  aware  of  any. 

1352.  {Mr.  Town  Clrrh.)  'The  ])rovisions  of  the  last  Act  of  Parliament  were  very  fully 
discussed  ? — Yes. 

1353.  - Was  it  ever  suggested  liy  any  one  to  the  town  council  that  they  should  endeavour 
to  get  into  that  act  a clause  to  compel  peojile  to  take  the  water  of  the  water  company  ? — No 
Such  suggestion  was  madi‘. 
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1354.  {Chairman.)  Do  you,  as  a member  of  the  corporaTion,  conceive  it  possible  that  the 
town  council  should  at  that  time  have  been  ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
districts  in  respect  of  water  supply  ? — Not  that  they  should  have  been  absolutely  ignorant 
of  it.  but  that  the  supply  of  water  had  not  been  so  defective  as  many  persons  supposec 
because,  had  it  been  so,  it  is  quite  impossible  bitt  that  some  of  the  councillors  representing 
the  wards  where  that  poor  population  was,  would  have  been  pressed,  by  some  part  of  the 
population,  to  direct  tlieir  attention  to  that  fact ; for  though  the  councillors  are  theoretically 
tlie  representatives  of  the  ratepayers,  yet  I conceive  that  they  are  virtually  als^i,  and  they 
have  been  really,  the  representatives  of  the  labouring  classes  of  the  people ; and  in  every 
instance  where  the  labouring  classes  of  the  people  have  any  strong  or  pressing  grievance  to 
complain  of,  it  is  known  to  those  who  represent  the  wards  in  whiih  these  people  reside. 
And  it  could  scarcely  have  been  passed  over  altogether  if  the  people  had  expressed  them- 
selves as  the  subjects  of  excessive  suffering  from  that  cause. 

1355.  Are  we  justified  in  assuming,  that  at  the  time  when  the  local  Acts  of  1850  and 
1853  were  solicited,  the  town  council  of  this  borough  were  Ignorant  of  the  state  in  which 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  worst  districts  were,  and  are,  in  regard  of  water? — 
1 think  we  must  suppose  them  ignoi'ant  of  it,  if  the  deficiency  has  been  as  great  as  is  now 
imagined.  I am  quite  sure  that  there  was  no  impre.ssion,  while  these  Acts  were  under 
consideration,  upon  the  mind  of  any  portion  of  the  ccuncil,  or  of  any  member  of  the 
council,  that  the  working  classes  in  this  borough  were  suffering  severely  from  want  of  water. 

1366.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  In  obtaining  these  Acts  at  the  various  times  at  which  you  obtained 
them,  was  it  the  desire  and  intention  of  the  corporation  to  acquire,  at  each  successive  period, 
all  the  powers  which  they  thought  desirable  for  the  improvement  of  the  town  ? — For  that 
period. 

1357.  As  far  as  their  impressions  or  their  information  went,  they  left  nothing  out  of  their 
applications  to  Parliament,  which  they  thought  would  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
town? — They  omitted  nothitig  which  they  thought  would  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 
the  town.  Subsequent  experience  discovered  something  new,  and  then  another  Town 
Improvement  Act  was  applied  for. 

1358.  That  the  gradual  progress  of  enlightenment  accounts  for  the  number  of  local  Acts  ? 
— For  the  number  of  local  Acts  ? 

1359.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  of  the  quality  of  the  water  which  was 
supplied  to  the  town  of  Newcastle  about  the  period  of  the  recent  epidemic  ? — 1 remember 
(to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  in  July)  that  the  water  became  remarkably  discoloured, 
and  1 heard  frequent  complaints  of  it.  Some  people  imagined  that  some  slight  symptoms  ol 
bowel  disorder  about  that  time  might  be  attributable  to  it. 

1360.  {Chairman.)  As  early  as  July? — To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  in  July  ; but 
I myself  never  cared  mucb  about  it,  because  I supposed  from  the  peculiar  tinge  of  discolora- 
tion, that  it  arose  from  the  water  passing  over  moss  and  peat ; and  the  inhabitants  of  hilly 
districts  drink  such  water  without  experiencing  any  evil  from  it.  I never  ceased  drinking 
it ; but  went  on  drinking  it,  averagltig  three  tumblers  per  day. 

1361.  Did  you  notice  both  opacity  and  discolouration  ? — Yes. 

1362.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Opacity  from  passing  through  peat? — Yes. 

1363.  In  as  great  a degree  as  in  September? — I think  so. 

1364.  Do  you  speak  of  the  two  months,  from  July  to  September  ? — To  the  best  of  my 
recollection  it  was  in  July  and  August  that  I observed  the  discolouration.  I did  not  observe 
any  in  Septembei’. 

1365.  {3Ir.  Bateman.)  Are  you  a water  drinker? — Yes. 

1366.  And  you  did  not  hesitate  to  drink  it? — Never;  attributing  it, as  I did,  to  the  dis- 
colouration of  the  moss. 

1367.  {Chumnan.)  Between  July  and  September  you  do  not  think  that  you  noticed  any- 
thing furtlier  than  such  a discoloration  as  you  would  attribute  to  its  passing  over  peat  ? — 
Just  so. 

1368.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Knowing  that  about  one-third  of  the  water  supply  was  derived  from 
the  river  Tyne  during  that  period  ? — I never  was  aware  of  that. 

1369.  But  knowing  it  now,  it  being  a matter  of  history,  and  a matter  of  evidence  upon 
oath,  would  your  opin  on  continue  as  to  the  turbidity  of  that  water  having  been  due  solely 
to  moss  ?— -If  I had  been  aware  at  that  time  that  the  water  had  been  taken  Irom  the  river,  I 
should  certainly  have  attributed  its  turbid  character  to  its  having  been  taken  from  that 
source  ; hut  the  peculiar  sort  of  tinge,  which  I remember  in  it,  1 never  hesitated  to  attribute 
to  moss,  because  i could  not  myself  account  for  it  in  any  other  way  ; and  it  was  so  precisely 
like  what  1 had  observed  before. 

1370.  Being  at  that  time  totally  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  it  was  partially  derived  from 
the  Tyne? — Yes. 

1371.  Would  you  consider  that  water,  consisting  of  two  -thirds  of  Whittle  Dean  water 
and  one-third  of  Tyne  water,  was  a proper  water  to  drink  ? — It  would  dejiend  upon  what 
part  of  the  Tyne  the  proportion  of  Tyne  water  was  taken  from. 

1372.  If,  however,  it  were  so  taken  that,  on  a careful  microscopic  examination,  it  were 
found  to  contain  vibriones,  and,  chemically  examined,  found  to  contain  a certain  quantity 
of  organic  matter — and  probably  you  would  look  upon  the  vibriones  as  some  evidence 
that  that  organic  matter  was  undergoing  decomposition — would  you  consider  that  to  be 
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evidence  of  its  ineligibility  for  drinking? — I sliould  imagine  tliat  fastidiousness  would  be 
disgusted.  I am  not  at  all  sure  that  that  description  of  water  has  a very  deleterious 
iuduence,  because  we  know  that  horses  and  cattle  thrive  upon  it  better  than  they  do  upon 
water  (rom  a spring. 

I37d.  (Mr^  Jialcuati.)  It  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  spring? — There  are  ft' vv 
springs  upon  which  a horse  would  keep  his  condition  and  thrive  so  well,  as  upon  the 
water  in  a stagnant  pond  in  his  pasture. 

1374.  {Mr.  Simon.)  1 will  read  you  an  analysis  of  this  water:  supposing  it  were  found 
to  contain  4.5  grains  of  decomposing  organic  animal  matter  in  a gallon,  and  grains 
of  decomposing  vegetable  matter,  should  yon,  in  that  case,  consider  it  water  likely  to 
produce  diarrhoea  ? — I do  not  think  that  sevt  n grains  in  a gallon  would  produce  diarrhoea. 

1.175.  You  would,  probably,  think  it  a difficult  thing  to  determine  what  quantity  of 
organic  matter  would  produce  injurious  effects? — Certainly  a d.tiicult  thing. 

137d.  You  woldd,  no  doubt,  recollect  the  infinitesimal  quantity  of  particular  poisons 
which  produce  their  results — the  small-pox  poison,  for  instance — and  would  hardly, 
perhaps,  be  disposed  to  measure  the  operation  of  organic  poisons  by  the  same  rule  as  you 
would  apply  to  oxalic  acid  or  arsenic  ? — Of  course,  because  the  one  generates  and  developes 
itself,  multiiilying  its  powers  with  its  quantity. 

1377.  You  would  recognise  certain  of  these  matters  not  so  much  as  poisons,  perhaps, 
but  as  ferments;  and  yon  would  consider  it  hazardous,  at  a time  of  epidemic  disease,  to 
make  a [inrt  of  the  water  supply  of  the  population  dependent  on  a river  liable  to  the 
contaminations  of  sewage  and  other  organic  matters,  however  small  that  admixture  might 
be? — Not  only  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  but  at  all  times  I should  object 
to  it. 

1378.  And  at  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  peculiarly  so? — Certainly. 

1379.  And  of  a bowel  epidemic  most  of  all  so? — Perhaps  so. 

1380.  {Chairman.)  You  do  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  quality  of  the  water 
served  out  to  the  public  in  August  and  September  did  exercise  any  very  material  influence 
in  causing  or  aggravating  tks  recent  outbreak  ? — I have  not  mvself  been  able  to  establish 
that  it  did  so. 

1381.  Not  to  trace  it  in  any  aiijircciable  manner? — No. 

J38'2.  Have  you  anything  to  oiler  with  regard  to  the  gas? — I have  reason  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  it.  1 believe  that  its  character  is  not  of  the  very  best.  Our  pipes  and 
bracket  joints  every  now  and  then  become  foul. 

1383.  You  would  not  siqipose  that  bad  ga.s  would  contribute,  any  more  than  bad  water, 
to  the  health  of  the  population  ? — Certainly,  it  would  not  conduce  to  the  health  of  the 
population. 

1384.  Hut  you  have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  appreciable  influence  of  the  impurity 
of  the  gas  on  the  health  of  the  population? — Chiefly  because  1 have  not  been  able 
to  compare  the  gas  of  one  city  or  town  with  the  gas  of  another  city  or  town,  but  I 
have  very  often  noticed  tiiat  persons  who  are  very  much  exposed  to  burning  gas, 
particularly  in  crowded  rooms,  suH'ered  severely;  the  lace  u as  extraordinarily  discoloured 
at  the  time,  beyond  that  which  the  temperature  could  have  produced,  and  I have  perceived 
a nervous  condition,  which  1 have  been  in  the  babit  of  accounting  for  bv  the  infinence  of 
the  burning  gas. 

13>'"5.  It  would  tend  to  depress  the  general  health,  no  doubt,  but  in  .*niy  marked  degree 
to  aggravate  the  late  epidemic? — 1 think  the  strongest  man  would  feel,  to  a certain  degree, 
its  exhausting  influence. 

138().  {Air.  Simon.)  Would  yon  think,  jierhaps,  that  that  might  depend  in  jiart  upon 
the  absence  of  sufficient  ventilation  of  the  room  in  which  the  gas  was  employed? — I have 
no  doubt  that  the  injurious  clfect  of  gas  upon  the  health  is  vastly  aggravated  by  want  of 
ventilation,  because  I have  seen  tlie  evil  corrected  by  an  increased  supply  of  air,  and  have 
observed  that  the  rooms  have  been  more  comfortable  afterwards,  and  have  not  exercised 
so  injurious  an  influence  upon  the  health  of  those  in  them. 

1387.  It  would  be  difficult,  then,  to  decide  how  much  of  the  inconvenience  exjierienced 
by  gas-burners  depends  upon  the  unventilati  tl  state  ol  the  room  and  the  retention  of 
carlionic  acid  in  the  room,  uhich  would  be  a ncci  ssary  result  of  unvcntilated  gas-burning, 
and  how  much  depends  upon  the  presence  of  sulphurous  acid? — Yes,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  determine. 

1.388.  Hut  you  still  think  that  the  gas  here,  in  its  combustion,  does  form  a considerable 
quantity  of  siilphtirons  acid,  and  that  that  is  hintfnl  ? — 1 do. 

1389.  Hut  not  hurtful  specifically  in  respect  of  tlie  disease  which  we  have  to  report 
upon  ? — Precisely. 

1.390.  {('/lainnnn.)  Are  you  aware  of  any  circumistances  connected  with  tlie  comparative 
immunity  of  the  garrison  ? — I remember  being  told  by  several  officers  of  the  garrison,  at 
difi'erent  times,  that  they  had  cut  off  connmmication  with  the  town,  and  that  they  were 
very  strict  in  the  hours  kc|)t  by  the  men. 

P59I.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  oiler  as  to  any  connexion  of  cau.se  and  effect  which 
there  may  be  between  this  compiirative  immunity  and  any  local  causes  or  prec.aiitionarv 
measures? — 'riic  situation  of  the  barracks  being  high  and  ilry,  and  exposed  to  vviud  and 
cold  in  an  extreme  degree,  must  have  been  extremely  favourable,  1 think,  to  the  health  of 
the  garrison  at  that  time. 
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1392.  Is  the  situation  of  the  barracks  materially  different,  in  respect  of  height  and 
dryness,  from  the  situation  of  Spital  Tongues? — Yes,  I tliink  the  elevation  of  the  barracks 
must  be  above  that  of  Spital  Tongues.  It  certainly  showed  no  sign  of  damp  or  stagnant 
wet  about  it,  and  there  is  abundant  evidence  of  that  about  Spital  Tongues. 

1393.  Do  you  tliink  that  that  arises  from  the  difference  of  the  soil  ? — I attribute  it  to 
tlie  drainage. 

1394.  (ilfr,  Simon.)  You  think  in  Spital  Tongues  there  is  the  absence  of  proper 
drainage? — 'fhat  is  my  opinion.  . 

1395.  [Chairman.)  The  presence  of  proper  drainage  in  the  barracks  may  have  had 
some  influence  then  ? — Most  important. 

1396.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Proper  drainage  in  Spital  Tongues  might  have  had  some  influence 
upon  the  cholera  there  too  ? — Provided  there  had  not  been  a brick  yard  in  Spital  Tongues  ; 
and  I directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  cholera  had  been  very  prevalent  and  very  fatal  in 
four  or  five  situations  in  this  neighbourhood,  in  two  or  three  of  which  formerly  it  was 
scarc(‘ly  at  all  known,  but  where  during  the  last  outbreak  it  had  been  fatal  ; the  only 
change  in  tiiem  since  the  former  visits  ot  cholera  having  been  the  Ibrmation  of  a brick  yard. 
I refer  to  Shield  Field  and  Lovaine  Place,  where  it  was  scarcely  heard  of  before. 

1397.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  gone  into  that  subject  sufficiently  to  form  a confident 
opinion  that  no  other  change  had  taken  place  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  other  change. 
M'here  is  a considerable  elevation,  and  it  is  considered  generally  one  of  the  most  salubrious 
parts  in  the, neighbourhood  of  Newcastle. 

1398.  Have  anv  new  houses  been  built  there  ? — There  are  new  houses  buildin<i  in  all 
these  situations. 

1399.  Do  you  know  whether  those  new  houses  are  provided  with  drainage  or  sewerage 
in  any  form? — I am  not  aware;  but  I should  expect  that  they  were,  because  most  of  them 
are  in  excellent  situations- — houses  of  a better  description. 

14-00.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  subject  ? — No. 

1401.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of 
Health  or  its  officers  or  any  of  them  during  the  recent  epidemic? — I had  occasion 
fre(|ueiitly  to  regret  that  the  concurrence  and  co-operation,  harmonious  if  possible,  of  the 
whole  of  the  professional  men  in  the  neitthboui'liood  had  not  been  at  an  early  period 
obtained  ; and  I have  had  conversations  upon  the  subject  with  Dr.  Gavin.  I think  Mr. 
Grainger’s  visit  was  so  transient,  and  I had  so  few  opportunities  of  seeing  him,  that  I do 
not  remember  having  conversed  with  him  upon  that  subject  ; but  I imagine  that  Mr. 
Grainger  perhaps  expected  that  Dr.  Gavin  should  call  together  the  ]>rofession,  and  that 
Dr.  Gavin  perhaps  expected  that  Mr.  Grainger  had  done  so.  This  was  the  construction 
which  I put  upon  the  fact. 

1402.  [3Ir.  Simon.)  Will  vou  state  what  is  the  arrangement  which  you  think  would 
have  been  most  desirable  for  them  to  adopt  with  the  powers  at  their  command  ? — I believe 
that  the  powers  at  their  command  were  not  of  the  greatest,  and  that  they  were  given  at  too 
late  a period  to  he  useful.  1 believe  that  these  gentlemen  were  not  empoweretl  to  come  to 
this  place  to  give  their  advice  or  to  afford  assistance  in  any  way,  until  it  was  far  too  late; 
and  that  this  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Board  of  Health  being  in  the  metropolis 
while  the  mischief  was  in  Newcastle.  I think  the  board  of  guardians  might  perhaps  in  the 
very  first  instance,  by  a little  activity,  have  done  some  good  by  calling  together  the 
profession,  and  by  laying  down  a complete  plan  of  operation  by  which  they  might  meet  the 
e[)idemic. 

1403.  You  think  that  the  board  of  guardians  should  have  undertaken  that  duty? — I 
think  they  should.  I myself  am  a guardian,  but  otdy  ex  officio.  I attended  some 
meetings  of  the  board  at  that  time,  and  they  seemed  desirous  to  do  their  best.  I think 
they  might  have  been  a little  more  active  in  the  first  instance,  and  perhaps  a little  more 
judicious  afterwards. 

1404.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us,  and  indeed  put  in  evidence,  that  in  this  place  there 
might  be  peculiar  difficulties  in  obtaining  that  harmonious  co-operation,  which  you  have 
suggested  it  should  have  been  the  first  endeavour  of  Mr.  Grainger  and  Dr.  Gavin,  or  of 
the  board  of  guardians,  to  obtain  ? — I take  upon  myself  to  deny  that  allegation,  so  far  as 
my  knowledge  extends,  most  sincerely  and  positively. 

1405.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  think  the  gentlemen  would  have  acted  harmoniously  if 
they  had  been  called  together  ? — I am  perfectly  convinced  that  they  would  have  acted 
rightly. 

1406.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Perhaps  you  a little  over-estimate  tlie  doubt  which  has  been  expressed 
to  us.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  a considerable  and  important  portion  of  the  medical 
profession  of  this  town  is  divided,  as  it  were,  into  two  sects.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt  that 
they  would  have  co-operated  for  a great  public  purpose ; but  it  has  been  suggested  to  us 
that  it  was  pecidiarly^  difficult  for  a stranger  arriving  there  ex  temporal!  eouslv,  to  bring 
these  not  usually  co-operating  elements  into  the  harmonious  condition  which  was  desirable. 
Do  you  believe  that  that  may  have  been  possible  ? — I believe  that  it  may  have  been 
possible;  but  I believe  that  the  most  successful  course  for  a stranger  under  such  cii-cum- 
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stances,  would  have  been  to  have  ignored  any  such  division.  Gentlemen  of  both  parties 
co-operate  cordially  in  public  institutions;  and  I therefore  do  not  see  why  they  should  not 
have  co-operated  cordially  in  any  great  scheme  or  plan  adopted  by  the  board  of  guardians 
or  anv  other  local  authoritv  for  the  pur[)Ose  of  meeting  the  exigencies  of  the  time. 

■ 1407.  (iV/r.  liutemun.)  Do  you  think  that  the  board  of  guardians  was  at  all  deterred 

from  taking  such  measures  by  any  other  cause  than  the  one  assumed  with  reference  to  the 
di.scord  between  the  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession  '( — The  appi’eheusion  of  increasing 
the  rates,  1 imagine,  operated  w'ith  the  board  of  guardians. 

i 1408.  {Mr.  Siwon.)  Do  you  tbink  that  they  could  have  called  together  any  members 
of  the  profession  here  practising,  not  for  consultation  merely,  but  with  a view  to 
obtain  their  services  for  the  suppression  of  the  disease  — A great  many,  like  myself, 
could  nut  allow  thern.selves  to  be  retained  by  the  board  of  course:  only  a certain  proportiim 
could  ; but  in  that  the  guardians  were  certainly  unfortunate,  because  they  got  assistance 
from  great  distances,  and  a number  of  persons  not  lully  qualified  were  brought  to  afford 
that  assistance,  when  1 happen  to  know  that  at  the  time  tliere  were  several  g<-utlemen  in 
the  town  who  might  have  been  retained  by  the  board,  who  were  lully  qualified;  men  of 
attainments,  men  of  natural  talent,  and  men  w ho  had  seen  the  disease  in  1832,  and  in  1849, 
and  who  really  knew  what  cholera  was;  and  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  that  these  gentle- 
men were  not  retained  by  the  board  of  guardians,  before  a number  of  strangers  were 
brought  from  distant  places,  many  of  whom  had  never  seen  cholera  before. 

1409.  You  conceive,  then,  that  the  responsibility  of  that  part  of  the  transaction  rests 
entirely  with  the  board  of  guardians  ? — With  reference  to  obtaining  the  services  of  distant 
strangers,  and  neglecting  those  which  might  have  been  had  nearer  at  hand,  certainly. 

1410.  Is  there  any  other  charge,  any  other  statement  inculjiatory  either  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  or  of  its  officers,  of  which  you  are  cognizant,  and  to  which  you  would  give  any 
.sanction  whatever ? — When  you  say  any  other  charge,  1 rather  wish  it  to  lie  understood 
that  1 make  no  charge. 

141 1.  If  there  has  been  any  inculpation  of  the  Board  of  Health,  or  of  its  officers,  would 
you  sanction  it  with  relation  to  the  late  epidemic? — I do  not  remember  any.  I think  that 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  might  have  rendered  greater  service  here,  if  power  had 
been  given  to  them  by  the  Privy  Council  to  enable  them  to  arrive  at  Newcastle  a fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  or  a month,  sooner  than  they  came. 

1412.  But  seeing  the  limitations  in  the  state  of  the  law,  put  upon  the  operations  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  do  you  believe  that  all  that  could  be  done  bv  the  Board  of  Health  and 
its  officers,  was  done  here? — I do  believe  it. 

1413.  And  so  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  you  have  no  belief  in  any  inefficienev  or 
apathy,  or  indill'ercnce,  or  any  fault  whatsoever  imjuitable  to  the  gentlemen  who  were 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  persons  in  this  town?— I acquit  them  entirelv  ; the  faults  of 
the  system  are  not  to  be  visited  upon  the  officers. 

1414.  And  the  faults  of  the  system,  if  I rightly  understand  you,  are  the  faultsof  the  law, 
which  retpiircs  a certain  machinery  to  be  put  in  operation  before  the  Board  of  Health  can 
act  authoritatively  ? — Undoubtedly. 

1415.  (Mr.  /iutemaii.)  .Assuming  that  there  is  a fault  in  the  law  which  does  not  allow 
the  body  to  act  so  expeditiously  as  is  desirable  lii  a case  of  this  kind,  do  you  think  that 
reliance  upon  it  in  any  way  operated  upon  the  guardians? — I think  it  might  have  done. 

141<>.  In  such  a way  as  to  render  them  less  active  and  less  energetic  in  the  first  instance 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  been  ? — That  is  very  probable. 

1417.  {Cltnirmnn.)  U'lien  am  I to  understand  you  that  the  appearance  and  presence  here 
of  these  Board  of  Health  officers,  in  the  absence  of  adequate  powers  at  the  moment  of 
their  appearance,  may  have  bad  a bad  influence? — I think  it  may  have  had  an  influence. 

1418.  riiat  they  should,  if  possible,  have  come  invested  with  all  the  powers  which  at  any 
time  it  was  desirable  they  should  exercise  ? — Certainly. 

1419.  (Mr.  Sirnon.)  But  although  from  the  state  of  the  law  they  were  powerless  during 
the  early  days  of  the  epidemic,  do  you  think  that  their  presence  in  the  town,  and  the  advice 
they  were  able  to  give  the  authoritie.s,  although  not  aulhoi  ltative  advice,  still  was  of  service? 
— 1 think  it  was. 

1420.  (Mr.  Hair  Ilia  II.)  Would  you  consider,  that  generally  speaking,  better  results 
would  follow  from  each  place  depending  iqiou  its  own  local  exertions,  than  upon  those  of 
some  foreign  body  ? — 1 think  so.  I think  it  is  one  of  those  instances  in  which  the  svs'em 
of  centralization  is  objectionalile.  1 think  that  a local  authority  might  not  only  be  more 
immediately  available,  but  more  acceptable  in  its  proceedings. 

1421.  (il//-.  Siiniiii.)  There  is  a last  point  on  which  we  shotild  be  very  glad  to  have  your 
evidence,  owing  to  your  position  in  [iractice,  your  position  as  a magistrate,  and  as  a member 
of  the  town  coitncil,  but  particularly  as  a medical  member  of  the  town  council.  We  should 
lie  very  glad  if  you  could  tell  us  your  ojiiuioii  of  the  progress  oil  the  whole  which  has  been 

made  liy  the  town  council  during  the  last  few  years  in  w orks  of  sanitary  inqirovement  ? 1 

remember  some  very  great  and  extensive  works  in  new  sewerage. 

1422.  You  would  probably  consider  that  sewerage  would  be  of  Importance  only  when 
the  houses  drained  into  the  sewers;  but  not  without  ? — It  would  be  inoperative  without 
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14*23.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  corporation  ? — Since  the  passing  of 
the  Municipal  Kefonn  Act  in  1635. 

1424.  Within  that  time  can  you  trace  any  important  sanitary  improvements  carried  out 
by  the  corporation  ? — Paving  and  flagging,  and,  unavoidably,  along  with  those  you  include 
surface  drainage.  Deep  and  extensive  sewers,  also,  have  been  formed.  Those  are  the 
most  important  points  that  I remember.  In  many  situations,  too,  the  ventilaiion  has  been 
materially  improved  by  masses  of  old  buildings  being  pulled  down  and  streets  widened. 

1425.  Where  ? — In  Newgate-street ; at  the  end  of  Grainger-street ; in  the  Side,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  near  a place  where  boats  were  once  moored  a century  ago,  near  the 
bottom  of  Dean-street ; in  the  Close,  which  is  in  a line  direct  west  from  this  building,  a 
sort  of  Thames-street  of  Newcastle. 

1426.  (Mr.  Town  Clerh.)  You  must  not  forget  the  city  of  Sandgate  ? — And  in  the  city 
of  Sandgate. 

1427.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  those  constitute,  in  your  judgment,  the  most  important  sanitary 
improvements  ? — To  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

1428.  A greater  extent  of  paving,  by  which  the  running  off  of  filth  from  the  surface  has 
been  assisted? — Yes;  and  a very  great  improA^ement  in  flagging. 

1429.  1 included  that  in  paving.  A considerable  extension  of  sewerage  but  without 
drains  ? — I am  afraid  we  had  not  power  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  to  make  private  drains 
from  their  residences  into  the  sewers. 

1430.  And  the  destruction  of  certain  bad  neighbourhoods  in  the  progressive  construction 
of  new  streets  ? — Constant  progressive  work  of  that  kind  ; every  year  will  furnish  some 
instance,  1 have  no  doubt.  If  you  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee, 
I have  no  doubt  that  every  year  will  show  considerable  operations  of  that  kind,  and  large 
sums  annually  expended. 

1431.  In  model  lodging-houses  nothing  I believe  has  been  done? — Yes;  by  a gentleman 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

1432.  But  by  the  town  council  on  this  side  of  the  river? — By  the  town  council 
nothing ; but  there  have  been  baths  and  wash-houses  erected  for  the  working  classes. 

1433.  In  supervision  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  has  anything  been  done  ? — 
I am  afraid  little  or  nothing;. 

1434.  In  the  obtaining  of  powers  to  enforce  sanitary  improvements  on  landlord? — In 
the  last  Town  Improvement  Act  of  1853  such  powers  have  been  obtained. 

1435.  Towards  the  end  of  your  nineteen  years’  struggle  for  sanitary  interests  in  the 
corporation  ? — Yes. 

1436.  (Chairman.)  Are  we  fully  in  possession  of  your  views  on  the  various  points  of 
this  matter  ? — So  far  as  I can  at  this  moment  recollect. 

1437.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  In  an  early  pei  iod  of  your  examination  you  spoke  of  the 
exhalations  from  the  surface  of  the  town  of  Newcastle — do  you  ihink  that  the  exhalations 
from  Newcastle  are  distinguishable  from  those  of  other  great  towns,  lor  instance  from  the 
old  town  of  Edinburgh,  with  which  you  are  familiar? — 1 undertake  to  say  that  in  point  of 
intensity,  and  in  point  of  the  small  diminution  of  these  exhalations,  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
as  far  exceeds  Newcastle  as  it  does  in  ancient  fame  and  dignity. 

1438.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  think  that  the  rates  of  moitality  bear  a corresponding 
proportion  ? — 1 am  not, aware  of  that;  1 have  not  compared  them,  but  Edinburgh  is  placed 
where  a sanitary  board  would  liave  placed  her.  She  is  placed  upon  a ibundation  almost  of 
rock,  at  a considerable  elevation  and  remarkably  open  to  the  wind  in  every  direction ; and 
Edinburgh  ought  to  be  one  of  the  healthiest  cities  in  the  empire. 

1439.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  looked  critically  at  comparative  death-rates?—!  have  not. 

1440.  Are  you  aware  that  up  the  Tyne  some  distance  there  is  a district  where,  during 
a period  of  set'en  years,  the  average  mortality  was  14  in  1,000,  and  that  there  are  very 
large  districts  in  England  where  the  average  mortality  is  from  15  to  18  per  1,000 — a 
ni.xed  population,  town  and  country  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that. 

1441.  If,  however,  you  have  a considerable  rural  population  in  the  neighbourhood,  having 
a death-rate  of  14  to  the  1,000  for  a period  of  seven  years,  and  if  the  average  death-rate 
for  a period  of  filteen  years  in  Newcastle  has  exceeded  28  per  1,000,  you  would  probably 
think  that  that  pointed  to  considerable  sanitary  defects  ? — 1 should  certainly  think  so. 

1442  (Mr.  Toion  Clerk.)  Would  you  compare  Newcastle  with  a rural  district  ? — It  is 
quite  unfair  to  compare  any  town  or  city  with  any  rural  district,  unless  under  peculiar 
circumstances. 

1443.  'File  rural  district  alluded  to  is  the  district  of  Haltwhistle,  which  is  a peat  district, 
inhabited  by  shepherds?— I should  not  think,  for  one  moment,  of  comparing  the  two. 

1444.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Why  not? — Because,  in  the  first  place,  I have  alsvays  thought  that 
a mountain  district  is  peculiarly  salubrious,  more  so  than  any  other.  \ou  find  the 
strongest  and  hardiest  people  in  the  world  in  a mountain  district. 

1445.  Do  you  not  consider  that  an  altitude,  such  as  prevails  here,  of  an  elevation  of 
200  or  300  feet  above  the  river,  is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  health  ? — Sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  health,  assisted  by  good  drainage. 

1445.  Then  your  point  would  be,  that  the  difference  is  not  a difference  of  elevation,  but 
a want  of  drainage  ? — They  must  both  be  taken  into  consideration. 
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1447.  What  is  tlie  next  reason  for  which  you  would  think  tliat  you  ought  not  to  compare 
the  two  districts  ? — Because,  wherever  the  population  is  more  thiidy  scattered  there  is  a 
purer  atmosphere,  and  we  find  hcahli  and  life  prolonged. 

1448.  Then  your  second  point  is,  that  the  unfairness  of  the  comparison  consists  in  this, 
that  in  Newcastle  the  population  is  more  crowded? — In  all  cities. 

1449.  But  take  the  particular  case? — No  doob^ 

1450.  Is  there  any  other  point  which,  in  your  opinion,  makes  the  comparison  unfair? — • 

I think  those  points  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the  difference. 

1451.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Do  you  think  that  some  effect  is  produced  by  the  sick  being 
attracted  to  Newcastle  as  the  centre  of  medical  advice  ? — 'I'here  is  no  doubt  that  the  rates 
of  mortality  are  increased  in  that  way.  Our  ho.spital  is  the  resource  of  the  worst  cases 
from  the  three  adjoining  counties. 

14.52.  (Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  the  annual  mortality  of  the  hospital  ? — I cannot  tell. 

145:3.  Does  it  amount  to  200  in  the  year? — 1 think  not;  but  I cannot  tell  you  the 
number.  A.  vast  number  of  people  do  not  come  directly  to  the  hospital — do  not  become 
hospital  patients. 

1454.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  think  that  the  same  thing  operates  in  a town  like  London  as 
in  a town  like  Newcastle? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

1455.  You  think  that  the  correction  due  to  hospitals  should  be  proportionately  as  great 
in  London  as  in  Newcastle  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

1456.  In  the  case  of  London,  then,  whose  southern  part,  at  all  events,  is  partly  below, 
partly  level  with,  and  partly  but  a few  feet  above  high  water  level,  supposing  it  should 
appear  that  the  average  mortality  of  the  whole  of  the  metropolis  is  24  per  mille, 
how  do  vou  propose  to  account  to  us  for  the  fact  that  Newcastle,  with  its  steep  and  com- 
paratively elevated  site,  has,  on  the  average  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  had  a mortality  of 
28  per  mille,  rising  last  year  to  a moitality  of  4.‘3  per  mille? — I should  have  diffictiky 
in  accounting  for  it,  unless  it  arise  from  the  same  cause  wdiich  influences  vegetation.  I 
have  very  often  looked  at  the  foliage  of  the  shrubs  and  trees  in  Loudon.  We  see  nothing 
like  it  in  the  interior  parts  of  this  town. 

1457.  (Mr,  Bateman')  Are  they  more  luxuriant  hereof  there? — Infinitely  more  luxuriant 
there.  In  all  probability,  the  contamination  of  the  atmosphere  by  the  exhalation  of  gases 
and  by  the  quantity  of  smoke  may  have  a considerable  cfl'ect  in  shortening  human  life  :ind 
increasing  disease;  but  the  effect  upon  vegetation  is  very  considerable. 

1458.  (Mr.  Simon.)  lias  the  power  ever  been  exercised  with  regard  to  smoke  ? — I once 
struggled  very  hard  to  pass  a resolution  to  obtain  powers  to  abate  the  smoke  nuisance. 

1459.  You  obtained  a clause,  I presume? — We  obtained  a clause,  but  not  so  strong  as 
was  desirable. 

14(>().  Has  it,  to  the  extent  of  its  strength,  Ix'en  worked? — It  has  not  yet  been  acted 
upon,  that  I am  aware. 

I4G1.  When  did  you  obtain  that  clause? — Yery  recently  indeed. 

i]fr.  (Town  Clerk.)  We  had  a clause  before,  though  not  so  strong  as  the  last. 

I4(>2.  (('hnirman.)  Keferring  to  the  question  of  the  vegetation  in  London,  would  you 
really  say  that  the  whole  of  the  vegetation  in  London  is  luxuilanl  ; or  would  you  coniine 
it  to  the  plane  trees,  which  arc  very  common  there  ? — 'I'liere  are  three  or  four  others  which 
are  (piite  clti/ens,  1 think.  'The  common  poplar,  the  hawthorn,  the  lilac,  and  the  horn- 
beam, all  bear  contamination  very  well,  if  they  have  a deej)  soil;  but  the  pine  can  only 
live  in  a pure  atmosphere.  1 apply  it  generally  to  the  \a-getatlon.  In  parts  of  London 
where  the  jiopul  ition  is  dense,  we  find  vegetation  luxuriant.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
Newcastle  nothing  will  grow. 

1 46:3.  Would  you  dispute  the  opinion  that,  in  the  heart  of  the  metropolis,  nothin  ^ 
grew’  well  but  plane  trees;  and  that  the  fact  of  the  plane  trees  growing  well,  when  othei’ 
trees  did  not,  was  owing  to  the  fad  that  these  trees  annually  shed  their  bark,  so  as  to  <>et 
annually  afresh  transpiratory  surface? — I believe  that  the  injurious  effect  of  smoke  iqion 
vegetation  is  inaiidy  from  its  action  upon  the  leaf. 

1404.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Reverting  for  a moment  to  the  comparison  with  which  we  started, 
of  the  low  mortality  of  that  rural  district  and  the  high  mortalitv  of  thi.s  urbin  district, 
comparing  that  mortality  of  14  per  1, ()()(),  even  for  the  long  period  of  seven  years,  with  a 
mortality  for  the  still  longer  period  of  fifteen  years  of  28  j)cr  1,000,  the  inference  which 
you  arc  tlisposed  to  draw  from  that  disparity  is  that  in  Newcastle  the  drainage  is  not 
sufficient  and  the  crowding  over-sufficient  for  the  neeessitie,s  of  human  life  ? — .As  in  all 
threat  towns,  I am  not  aware  that  Newcastle  is  more  defective  than  other  <rreat  towns  in 
this  particular.  1 have  just  thought  of  another  cause  of  the  high  rate  of  mortalitv,  and 
that  is  the  number  of  accidents  wliich  very  IVefiuently  occur  in  this  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, in  which  there  is  a very  great  loss  of  human  life — accidents  occurring  in 
manufactories  and  mines.  Now,  although  coal  mines  arc  extei  ior  to  the  town,  yet  manv 
of  the  pitmen,  I have  no  doubt,  live  within  the  town,  in  those  localities  nearest  to  them  : 
and,  of  course,  when  men  are  drowned  in  a mine  or  destroyed  by  an  explosion,  or  when  a 
number  of  men  lose  their  lives  by  boiler  explosions,  or  by  any  of  tliose  accidents  which  occur 
in  great  manufactories,  those  events  must  contribute  largely  to  swell  the  rate  of  mcrtality. 

1465.  Would  you  say  largely? — I think  they  contribute  considerably.  T never 
attempted  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  precise  proportion. 
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1466.  {Mr.  Superintending  Inspector  Lee.)  Are  you  acquainted  witli  tlie  Dudley,  Bilston, 
and  VVolverliampton  district  ? — I know  nothing  of  it. 

1467.  Are  you  aware  that  a similar  statement  was  made  in  that  district  as  to  the  loss  ot 
life  by  accidents  greatly  increasing  the  rates  of  mortality;  and  that,  on  inquiry,  the 
increase  was  found  to  be  only  a fraction  of  1 in  1,000  over  a long  series  of  years,  when 
ascertained  ? — I am  not. 

1468.  {Chairman.)  You  would  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  whole  mortality  arising 
from  the  accidents  in  that  very  extensively  mining  country  amounted  to  more  than  a 
fraction  per  mille  ? — I could  not  admit  that. 

1469.  Y’ou  would  not  undertake  to  deny  that  ? — I should  undertake  to  deny  it  wdth 
reference  to  this  district. 

1470.  You  would  undertake  to  deny  that,  with  reference  to  this  district,  the  deatlis 
attributable  to  accidents  arising  from  mining  and  manufacturing  causes  are  but  a fraction 
per  mille? — I should  certainly  expect  them  to  be  vei-y  much  more,  and  believe  them  to  be 
vastly  more. 

1471.  f Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  believe  that,  ill  a series  of  years,  those  deaths  form  a pretty 
constant  annual  average  ? — A pretty  constant  annual  average. 

1472.  That  one  year  would  correspond  pretty  much  with  another? — Yes. 

1473.  We  find  by  looking  at  the  registrar  general’s  account  of  the  mortality  here  in 
Newcastle,  that  in  1844  the  mortality  was  a low  as  20-9  in  the  1000  and  that  last  year  the 
mortality  was  as  high  as  43’3  In  the  1000  ? — Yes;  may  not  that  have  arisen  from  the 
increased  care  and  accuracy  in  registration  ? 

1474.  I’he  year  when  the  mortality  was  under  21  in  the  lOOO  was  the  year  1844 — six 
years  after  the  commencement  of  registration,  when  I believe  it  was  as  perfect  as  it  is  now. 
You  attribute  a good  deal  of  importance  to  the  smoke  contamination  of  the  air,  as  detri- 
mental to  life  ? — 1 do. 

1475.  And  you  are  not  aware  of  any  efficient  action  yet  against  that  nuisance  and 
detriment? — The  only  information  which  I possess  upon  that  subject  is  from  the  Glasgow 
committee,  who  have  been  very  active  and  exceedingly  successful  in  abating  the  nuisance, 
'riiey  have  three  different  modes  of  proceeding,  by  which  they  state  that  they  can  meet 
almost  every  exigency.  I am  not  prepared  to  describe  these  with  any  precision;  but  they 
boast  that  they  can  obviate  any  difficulties  which  may  be  met  with  in  the  use  of  any 
description  of  fuel,  or  in  any  description  of  furnace. 

1476.  But  no  such  powers  have  been  exercised  in  this  town  ? — None  whatever,  except 
that  we  did  something  in  relation  to  a brewery  in  Grey-street.  1 remember  being  compli- 
mented upon  the  success  with  which  the  immense  quantity  of  smoke  from  that  brewery 
liad  been  diminished. 

1477.  Do  you  think  that  the  quantity  of  smoke  in  the  town  has  decreased?— It  has 
increased,  and  progressively  increased,  I am  afraid. 

1478.  As  respects  offensive  trades,  are  you  aware  of  any  rules  having  been  put  in  force 
for  the  regulation  of  them,  or  of  slaughter  houses  ? — I have  an  impression  on  my  mind  that 
something  has  been  done  with  relerence  to  that. 

1479.  Does  your  medical  experience  lead  you  to  attribute  any  importance  to  the  presence 
of  tanneries,  and  similar  trades  in  the  town? — I remember  in  one  or  two  instances 
observing,  in  the  vicinity  of  tan  yards,  that  erysipelas  was  more  frequent  than  in  other 
localities,  or  that  some  sympathetic  or  irritative  fevers  assumed  a typhoid  form. 

1480.  You  would  look  upon  that  as  being  caused  by  such  circumstances  ? — As  arising 
fi’om  the  tan  yards. 


Edward  Charlton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  sworn. 

1481.  {Chairman.)  You  are  physician  to  the  infirmary  of  this  place? — Yes. 

1482.  And  to  the  fever  hospital  ? — Yes. 

1483.  And  to  the  dispensaries,  both  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead? — Yes. 

1484.  You  were  formerly  President  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh? — Yes. 

1485.  How  many  years  have  you  practised  in  this  locality  ? — Between  fourteen  and 
fifteen. 

1486.  As  an  officer  of  the  institutions  to  which  I have  alluded,  may  we,  in  your  opinion, 
take  the  annual  reports  of  those  institutions  as  correct? — Yes. 

1487.  {Mr.  Simon.)  They  are  published  with  your  concurrence  ? — Yes.  I have  only 
recently  been  attaclied  to  the  Infirmary — since  April  last.  I have  been  eleven  or  twelve 
years  at  the  Guteshead  dispensary,  and  two  years  and  rather  more  at  the  Newcastle  dis- 
])ensary  and  fever  hospital. 

1488.  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  one  epidemic  which  is  alluded  to  in  those  reports, 
namely,  the  epidemic  of  scarlatina  in  1845,  1846,  and  1847,  1 believe  you  paid  particular 
attention,  and  wrote  a pamphlet,  did  you  not? — Yes. 

1489.  In  that  I find  it  stated,  that  the  disease  had  been  more  or  less  frequent  in  the 
town  from  spring  1845  to  spring  1846,  but  that  it  did  not  appear  as  an  epidemic  till  spring 
1846  ? — I believe  it  did  not. 

1490.  That  “ during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  that  year  It  prevailed  in  Newcastle,  and 
“ its  neighbourhood,  to  an  extent  almost  unprecedented,  whether  we  regard  the  number 
“ of  caaes  that  occurred,  or  the  great  mortality  they  occasioned  ?” — Yee. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-'JTNE. 


131 


1491.  And  that  in  your  opinion,  as  far  as  you  could  ascertain,  though  scarlet  fever  had 
occasionally  been  both  extensive  and  severe  since  1778,  yet,  that  since  that  year  no  sucii 
visitation  had  occurred  as  that  of  the  year  1846? — None,  1 believe. 

149*2.  In  an  after-part  of  that  pamplilct  I limit'  is  written  : “ From  all  that  we  can  learn, 
“ the  increase  above  the  usual  average  of  deaths  from  this  epidemic  cannot  have  been 
“ much  less  than  700  in  Newcastle,  Gateshead,  and  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  these  two 
“ boroughs  ?” — Yes. 

1493.  “ Wliile  we  must  not  forget  that  this  fearful  mortality  has  been  still  further  aug- 
“ mented  by  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  hooping-cougli.”  You  then  go  ou  to  state  the 
details  of  the  mortality  among  the  children,  and  continue:  “ It  may  be  truly  said  that  had 
“ such  a mortality  occurred  among  the  adult  portion  of  our  population,  a general  panic 
“like  that  which  prevailed  in  the  cholera  year  would  inevitably  have  ensued?” — 1 
believe  so. 

1494.  I believe  that  at  that  time  the  infant  population  among  the  better  classes  did  not 
escape? — I hey  did  not  escape. 

1495.  You  .say  here,  “ Although  the  better  classes  by  no  means  altogether  escaped  the  late 
“ epidemic,  yet  my  inquiries  and  my  experience  have  convinerd  me  that  by  far  the  greatest 
“ amount  of  mortality  from  the  disease  occurred  in  those  parts  of  the  town  where  there  is 
“ the  most  urgent  necessity  for  sanitary  improvement?” — That  I am  quite  convinced  of. 

1496.  “ The  fever  was  not  confined  to  the  ancient  and  low-lying  streets  along  the  water 
“ side,  on  either  bank  of  the  Tyne;  it  spread  through  the  streets  and  courts  iiigher  above 
“ the  level  of  that  river,  especially  to  those  recently  built  houses,  inhabited  by  numei'ous 
“ families,  about  .Arthur’s  Hill,  to  the  densely  crowded  courts  and  narrow  lanes  at  the  foot 
“ of  VVestgate-street  and  about  the  castle?” — Yes. 

1497.  “ Still  the  disorder  prevailed  extensively  in  other  spots  apparently  less  subject  to 
“ deleterious  influences.  Hut  those  who  know  the  general  neglect  of  ventilation  and 
“ cleanliness,  too  apparent  among  our  labouring  population,  will  not  wondci’  at  the  spread 
“ of  the  epidemic  in  well  situated  streets;  and  the  surprise  of  others  will  be  lessened  by  the 
“ well-known  fact  that  many  of  these  streets  are  totally  without  any  but  surlacc  drainage. 
“ Many  of  the  courts  are  still  unpaved  ; the  wet  and  filth  accumulates  in  the  irregularities 
“ of  the  surface,  and  soaks  into  the  surrounding  soil,  until  the  whole  works  up  into  an  almost 
“ impassible  quagmire.”  You  still  think  that  that  was  a correct  statement  both  of  facts 
and  opinions  ? —Yes ; at  that  time.  It  has  been  improved  since,  though  much  remains  to 
be  done. 

1498.  “In  these  localities,  too,  wc  find  many  families  occupying  one  house;  nay,  more 
“ than  one  family  congregate  in  a .single  room  ; and  in  some  of  the  lodging-houses  wc  find 
“ four  or  five  beds  in  one  small  apartment,  lighted  by  a single  window,  which  is  rarely 
“ opened,  and  the  rays  of  the  sun  have  to  struggle  through  the  dirty  panes  patched  with 
“ paper,  and  must  encounter  still  further  obstacles  in  long  lines  of  ill-washed  linen,  stretched 
“ across  the  chamber.” — I'liat  is  quite  the  case. 

1499.  “ Wc  cannot  then  wonder  at  the  mortality  having  been  so  great  in  these  places  ?” 
— \ es  ; I can  name  localities  corresponding  to  that  de.scription,  especially  in  Gateshead. 

1500.  You  think  that  these  sanitary  misconditions  adequately  accounted  for  the  mortality 
then  experienced ?— Yes.  I chiefly  blame  the  overcrowding,  which  1 consider  to  bo  the 
most  fruitful  cause  of  disease. 

1501.  Keturning  to  the  case  of  the  mortality  which  had  occurred  among  the  higher 
cla.sses,  you  proceed:  “That  ca.ses  of  great  malignity  occasionally  occurred  among  the 
“ liighcr  classes  cannot  be  denied  ; but  in  a large  town,  like  Newcastle,  all  ranks  of  society 
“ even  are,  more  or  less,  sulqccted  to  the  deleterious  influences  we  have  alludcil  to  ; and 
“ the  health  both  of  parent.s,  and  of  their  children,  is  undermined  by  a variety  of  causes,  all 
“tending  to  reduce  the  standard  of  vitality,  and  predisposing  to  malignant  disease?” 
— Yes. 

1502.  \ ou  still  think  that  those  opinions  are  correct  ? — Quite  so. 

150.3.  We  have  had  evidence  to  this  effect,  that  in  the  recent  epidemic  of  1853,  the 
cholera  was  not  rpiite  confined  to  the  low-lying  or  very  ill-conditioned  districts,  but  that  it 
also  spread  among  the  higher  classes  in  comparatively  better  situations.  Do  you  think  that 
the  .same  explanation,  which  you  there  gave  of  the  spread  of  scarlatina  into  such  districts, 
will  also  account  lor  the  spread  of  the  rcccmt  epidemic  of  cholera  into  those  rather  better 
districts? — I should  in  one  res])cct,  assuming  cholera  to  bear  the  same  character  as 
scarlatina. 

1504.  Do  you  assume  that? — I do.  1 assume  them  both  to  be  contagious. 

1.505.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  were  a member  of  the  metiical  committee  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  .Sanitary  Association? — I was. 

1506.  Which  communicated  a certain  rejiort  to  Robert  Rawlinson,  Esip,  .Siqiei  intending 
Inspector  of  the  General  Hoard  of  Health,  in  184!)? — 1 was  a member  of  the  associalimi  at 
that  time.  I did  not  communicate  with  Mr.  Rawlinson  my.self. 

1507.  'J  his  is  your  signature  ? — I signed  the  report,  certainly.  1 was  not  personally 
examined  by  ]\Ir.  Rawlinson. 

1508.  'This  is  a rejiort  drawn  up  l>y  the  medietd  committee  of  that  as.sociation,  :md 
signed  by  yourself,  with  several  of  your  professional  brethren  here.  Dr.  White, 
Dr.  Hnlman,  Mr.  Glover,  Mr.  Greenhow,  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  tiibb,  Dr.  Robinson, 
Dr.  Humble,  Dr.  Cargill,  and  others  ? — Yes. 
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1509.  [Chairman.)  You  are  cognizant  of  the  statements  contained  there  ? — Yes. 

1510.  [Mr.  Simon.)  We  find  there,  in  reference  to  the  very  trifling  degree  in  which 
cholera  had  then  lately  afflicted  the  town,  this  paragraph: — “The  comparativelv  few  cases 
“of  malignant  cholera  which  have  occurred  in  Newcastle  supply,  we  thmk,  amply 
“ sufficient  evidence  both  of  the  invariable  dependence  of  attacks  of  this  epidemic  oil 
“ certain  predisposing  physical  causes,  and  also  of  the  necessity  Ibr  continued  vigilance  on 
“ the  part  of  the  authorities,  lest  this  fearful  disease,  in  the  event  of  a second  visitation 
“(by  no  means  an  uncommon  accident  in  its  erratic  course),  should  exercise  a more 
“ destructive  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle.”  In  reading  that,  shall  I be 
i-ight  in  inferring  from  it  that  you  recognise  the  influence  of  certain  predisposing  physical 
causes  as  tending  to  increase  the  malignity  of  this  disease  ? — Yes. 

1511.  Speaking  of  the  invariable  dependence  of  attacks  of  this  epidemic  on  certain 
predisposing  physical  causes,  and  leaving  for  a moment  out  of  account  solitary  cases  of 
cholera,  but  taking  groups  of  cases  only,  would  you  still  adhere  to  that  opinion  ? — Yes. 
I may  have  modified  my  opinion  regarding  those  physical  causes  ; but  certain  physical 
causes,  and  certain  local  causes,  I believe,  can  influence  the  disease.  Whatever  tends  to 
lower  the  health  of  the  population  will  naturally  render  persons  predisposed  to  a disease, 
whether  it  is  produced  by  contagion  or  by  an  epidemic  in  the  atmosphere. 

15T2.  Would  you  not,  perhaps,  think  that  a particular  class  of  influences,  tending  to 
lower  the  health,  act  much  more  powerfully  than  certain  others;  as,  for  instance,  that 
influences  associated  with  uiicleanliness,  with  defective  drainage,  with  the  accumulation  of 
filth  about  bouses,  would  act  much  more  powerfully  than  causes  of  mere  debility  ? Have 
you  found,  in  your  practice  as  a physician,  that  persons  merely  weakened  by  chronic 
diseases  (say  weakened  by  phtbisis,  weakened  by  exhausting  suppurations,  weakened  bv 
diabetes),  have  been  particularly  liable  to  cholera  ? — I’hey  went  down  very  rapidly  under 
it.  I would  not  say  that  they  wei’e  extraordinarily  liable  to  it,  but  they  went  down  rapidly 
if  they  did  get  the  disease. 

1513.  Would  you  not,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  of  persons  living  in  undrained  and 
stinking  places,  that  they  were  peculiarly  liable  to  attacks  of  cholera? — The  cholera  has 
undoubtedly  prevailed  greatly  in  those  places;  and  those  places  are  the  ones  in  which  the 
individuals  are  subject  to  the  debilitating  influences  likewise  which  I allude  to;  but 
especially  they  are  subject  to  that  influence  whicb  is  the  worst  of  all,  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  fresh  air  for  health.  Overcrowding  I look  upon  as  the  greatest 
injury  possible. 

1514.  Then  we  understand  you,  that  the  debility  whicb  predisposes  them  to  cholera  is 
produced  by  the  local  circumstances  ? — To  a considerable  extent. 

1515.  So  that  indirectly,  if  not  directly,  the  difference  with  which  cholera  prevails  in 
diflerent  districts  you  would  take  to  be  determined  by  social  conditions  of  that  kind  ? — In 
many  cases;  certainly  in  the  large  towns.  In  villages  it  appears  to  be  different. 

1516.  Have  you  yourself  been  able  to  inquire  into  any  severe  outbreak  of  cholera  in 
villages  where  sanitary  conditions  have  been  perfect? — I have  directed  my  attention  a 
good  deal  to  this,  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  the  spread  of  the  disease  from  Newcastle.  I 
shall  be  ready  to  give  any  information  to  the  Commissioners  that  I possess  upon  that  subject. 

1517.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  your  evidence? — I do  not  suppose  that  any  village, 
any  place  in  existence,  even  any  gentleman’s  house,  can  be  said  to  be  absolutely  perfect 
with  regard  to  ventilation  ; but  I may  also  be  permitted  to  make,  preliminarily,  one 
observation,  and  that  is,  that  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  time  the  cholera  broke 
out  was,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of  its  virulence.  Everybody  will 
recollect  that  the  atmosphere  at  that  time  was  the  densest,  the  heaviest,  and  the  closest 
atmosphere  that  perhaps  has  been  felt  in  Newcastle  for  a great  number  of  years  ; and  that 
it  was  impossible  to  ventilate  even  large  houses,  such  as  we  ourselves  inhabit.  No  change 
of  air  seems  to  have  taken  place  in  those  houses  almost  for  a week  together.  So  much  the 
worse  was  it  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  ; and  to  that  I ascribe  a great  deal  of  the  fearful 
virulence  of  the  disease,  leaving  out  the  question  of  the  virulence  of  the  contagion,  which 
might,  I believe,  have  been  brought  from  abroad,  and  w’as  so. 

1518.  There  was  a condition  of  atmosphere  which  you  could  feel  as  painfully  oppressive 
— a hurtful  condition  of  atmosphere  ? — Yes;  there  is  no  person  present  who  will  not  call  It 
a frightful  condition  of  the  atmosphere. 

1519.  But  you  believe  also,  that  that  atmospheric  condition  would  operate  most  power 
fully  in  districts  where  the  ordinary  ventilation  was  most  defective  ? — Unquestionably. 

1520.  Where  there  was  crowding? — Yes,  it  reduced  the  better  class  of  bouses  in  many 
respects  almost  to  the  condition  of  the  w'orst  class ; for  there  was  no  ventilation  at  all  in 
any  of  them. 

1521.  And  of  course,  with  this  stagnant  condition  of  atmosphere,  the  influence  of  local 
nuisances  would  be  much  more  felt  than  under  other  circumstances  ? — There  is  no  question 
of  that  also. 

1522.  You  spoke  of  some  villages  in  which  cholera  had  prevailed  with  severity? — Yes, 
I may  mention  one,  the  village  of  Whalton,  to  which  I paid  particular  attention.  I was 
four  times  out  at  Whalton — I saw  the  disease  there  at  the  commencement,  and  saw  it 
during  its  progress.  I made  particidar  inquiries  as  to  the  condition  of  health  previously 
to  that  time,  and  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village  likewise. 
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15’23.  Wliat  was  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village  ?— I should  consider  myself,  tliat 
the  sanitary  condition  of  tliat  village  is  considerably  above  tlie  average.  It  is  regarded 
so  in  the  descriptions  of  Northumbeidand.  It  is  usually  pointed  out  as  one  of  the 
hcaltliiest  and  best  of  villages  in  existence.  As  to  its  bealth,  1 can  state  from  tlie  evidence 
of  the  medical  man  who  lias  ])ractised  there  for  a great  number  of  years  — nearly  forty 
vears — that  lie  has  scarcely  sold  twenty  sliillings  wortli  of  medicine  throughout  the  year 
among  tlie  labouring  clas.ses  in  the  village;  and  that  if  the  village  alone  were  a type 
of  the  district,  he  would  be  beggared. 

l.}*24.  Is  it  an  old  village  or  one  of  recent  construction  ? — It  is  an  oldish  village,  chietlv 
standing  upon  freestone  rock,  which  in  some  parts  comes  pretty  near  the  surface.  The 
direction  of  the  freestone  rock  dips,  as  I should  think,  at  an  angle  of  30.”  I am  not 
quite  sure  of  the  angle,  .scarcely  so  much  I should  think,  and  dipping  towards  the 
south  ; the  rock  rising  towards  the  north,  and  cropping  out  a little  above  the  village. 
'I'lie  village  looks  to  the  south,  and  commands  a wide  prospect  over  Northumberland. 

1525.  What  .soil  do  the  houses  stand  on  ? — The  debris  of  the  freestone  rock — there  is 
no  ]»articular  clay  soil. 

1526.  No  stagnation  of  fluid  around  them? — No;  the  houses  are  very  much  separated: 
a large  proportion  of  the  house.s  in  that  village  consist  of  isolated  gentlemen’s  houses — 
villas  we  may  call  them — surrounded  by  gardens. 

1527.  Did  tlie  cholera  prevail  in  those  hou.ses  ? — Yes,  one  half  of  the  deaths  prevailed 
in  those  very  houses. 

1528.  How  were  those  houses  provided  in  respect  of  their  refuse?— They  had  very 
large  yards,  water-closets,*  and  everything  that  is  requisite,  a[)parently. 

152!).  Cess[)ools  ? — 1 believe  not.* 

1530.  Where  would  the  refuse  then  run  to  ? — It  wouhl  be  carried  out  into  the  drain  * 

1531.  Where  to? — I do  not  exactly  know  where  it  woidd  be  carried  to — I have  not 
investigated  that.* 

1532.  I suppose  you  can  hardly  imagine  that  there  was  any  system  of  sewerage  thei  e ? — 
No,  there  is  none. 

1533.  Is  it  likely  that  the  drainage  of  these  houses  j^asses  into  any  open  ditch  or  puddles 
just  about  the  houses? — I do  not  think  it  can  well  enter  any  open  ditch.  There  are  some 
houses  on  the  south  side;  the  fall  would  naturally  be  in  that  direction,  and  tluise  houses 
would,  I suiipo.se,  be  drainc-d  into  some  of  the  fields;  of  that  I cannot  speak  lioiu  positive 
ohservalion — I only  suppose  it  from  the  fall  of  the  ground  and  the  nature  of  the  houses, 
which  are  mansion.^.* 

1534.  I sup[)osc  you  would  hesitate,  without  having  gone  in  detail  through  that  matter 
of  drainage,  to  speak  of  that  case  as  an  exception  to  the  general  principles  which  vou  have 
laid  down  here  ? — I should  consider  it  as  an  exception  decidedlv  in  one  respect — that  it  is  a 
village  above  the  ordinary  average,  with  respect  to  its  sanitary  condition  ; :ind  the  best  proof 
of  this  is,  that  no  fever  has  ever  been  known  to  prevail  there.  Fever  is  unknown  in  that 
village. 

1535.  That  would  be  conc  lusive  as  to  one  class,  perbaps,  of  sanitary  errors,  but  you 
would  hardly  thiid<  it  so  as  to  all,  would  you?  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  their  water 
supply? — Yes,  there  are  at  least  four  veiy  good  wells  in  the  village;  there  is  one  at  the 
west  end,  one  about  the  middle,  one  at  the  east  end,  and  one  at  the  ehurcdiyard  b<dow. 

1536.  Was  there  any  dilfereuce  in  the  prevalence  of  cholera  according  to  the  supply 
from  one  or  other  of  these  wells? — 1 believe  not,  it  i->  all  good  drinking  water  ; but  the 
best  drinking  water  is  at  the  west  emd  of  the  village,  so  Mr.  \'ardy  tells  me.  1 tasted  the 
water  there  : it  was  uncommonly  good. 

1537.  'The  explanation  of  that  case,  of  course,  is  incomph’.te  till  one  knows  what  becomes 
of  tbe  drainage;  because  if  it  lingers  in  any  way  about  the  houses,  (;incl  you  have  not  vet 
])rovided  it  with  an  outfall,)  or  in  cesspools  under  them,  one  cannot  tell  that  the  springs 
there  are  not  contaminated  by  it,  or  that  there  is  not  soakage  into  the  cellars  there  ? — I 
believe  it  is  not  the  general  construction  of  the  houses  in  Northumberland  to  have  cesspools, 
as  they  have  more  in  the  south  of  F.ngland.  Most  of  the  gentlemen’s  houses  in  Northum- 
berland are  provided  with  drains  following  the  fall,  and  getting  away  into  some  burn.  I 
believe  I am  correct  in  stating  that.* 

1538.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  an  interesting  fact  to  establish  what  the  exact  arrange- 
ments of  drainage  in  this  locality  arc  ?— The  drainage  cannot  be  very  deep,  as  it  is  upon 
the  freestone  rock. 

1539.  {Mr.  Bafeman.)  Are  not  the  ground  floors  of  the  houses  below  the  sod  generally  ? 
— No,  they  almost  all  stand  on  a bank  which  falls  away  towards  the  south;  one  house,  jNIr. 
Meggison’s,  is,  I think,  about  two  inches  below  the  soil. 

1510.  {Mr.  Simon.)  W’hat  is  the  population  of  this  village  ? — I have  not  exactly  ascer- 
tained the  pojmlation  ; the  population  of  the  township  is  about  350,  1 think;  that  of  the 
village  would  be  less.  ( I'hc  tciliicss  suhsrijnnith/  ascertained  that  it  was  about  224.) 

1541.  {^^r.  Bateman.)  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  cholera  is  contagious  ? — Yes,  I hold 
that  opinion. 


* The  witness  afterwards  corrected  his  evidence  on  tiiis  point,  and  stated  that  there  was  only 
one  water-closet  in  the  village,  viz.  in  the  Rectory,  from  which  tlie  family  were  ab;rnt  during  the 
time  of  the  cholera.  All  the  other  house.'",  ex  C|  t n<  six  cot  ages  had  juivics. 
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1542.  Can  you  account  for  its  travelling  to  Whalton  in  any  way? — I can.  There  was 
not  a case  of  diarrhoea  at  Whalton,  nor  had  there  been  for  a considerable  time  before.  I 
made  particular  inquiries  as  to  that,  and  had  a letter  also  from  Mr.  Vardy  stating  the 
same  fact.  The  carrier,  of  the  name  of  oinach,  came  into  Newcastle  on  the  9th  or 
September,  and  he  put  up  at  places  where  the  cholera  w’as  about ; he  came  at  first  into  the 
market  in  Nun’s  Street;  several  people  had  died  about  there  at  that  time.  We  do  not 
know  whether  he  had  had  communication  with  cholera  premises  or  not ; but  on  his  return 
to  Whalton,  where  there  had  not  been  the  slightest  diarrhoea  previously,  he  was  taken  on 
the  Sunday  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting.  4'hese  symptoms  continued  on  the  Sunday, 
Monday,  and  Tuesday,  and  on  the  Wednesday  it  assumed  the  character  of  cholera,  and  he 
died  on  the  'I’hursday  morning.  That  was  the  first  case.  He  was  visited  by  a very 
considerable  number  of  the  people  of  the  village  ; and  of  the  cases  which  have  since 
occurred,  1 can  trace  every  one,  1 think,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  I have  not 
followed  up,  because  I was  not  very  certain  whether  it  was  a case  of  cholera ; as  the  person 
had  been  suffering  from  bronchitis,  and  was  an  old  woman  : I mean  I have  been  able  to 
trace  every  one  of  them  to  this  original  source  of  contagion. 

1543.  {Chairman.)  1 think  you  said  tliat  the  usual  course  of  drainage  in  such  villages  was 
an  underground  one  along  the  imtural  slope  of  the  soil  to  some  burn  ? — Generally.* 

1544.  You  have  stated  that  in  this  case  the  freestone  dips  to  the  south  ? — Yes;  therefore 
the  fall  would  probably  be  that  way;  the  fall  of  the  water  there  is  that  way.* 

1545.  I presume  that  in  this  case  it  would  be  along  the  surface  of  the  freestone  ? — Most 
likely;  there  is  sufficient  depth  for  drainage,  because  the  fields  are  all  rich  to  the  south, 
especially  the  glebe  fields  of  the  rectory. 

1546.  Do  you  know  how  far  from  the  houses  may  be  the  burn  into  which,  as  you  say, 
those  things  generally  debouch? — There  is  a burn — at  least  there  is  a ditch — of  consider- 
able size  (but  1 cannot  state  that  that  is  the  one  into  which  the  whole  of  the  drainage  flows), 
which  bordei’s  the  turnpike-road  from  Newcastle  up  to  Whalton,  and  goes  down  into  a burn 
a quarter  of  a mile  below  it.* 

1547.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Suppose  it  were  this  ditch  that  received  the  sewage  of  the  place, 
would  it  be  in  sufficient  proximity  to  houses  to  account  for  cholera  there  ? — No,  that  ditch 
is  not  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  nearest  house.* 

1548.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  think  with  a south  or  south-west  wind  blowing  over  such  a 
ditch,  that  any  offensive  effluvia  from  it  might  not  range  as  far  as  100  yards? — I should 
think  not;  indeed,  with  a south-west  wind  it  would  blow  eastward  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
village:  because  that  ditch  lies  to  the  south-east  of  the  village  rather,  not  to  the  south-west.* 

1549.  Then  following  the  natural  dip  and  slope  of  the  strata,  you  would  hardly  get  to 
that  ditch  ? — I am  speaking  here  with  a doubt  about  the  question  ; because  1 would  not  like 
to  say  that  that  is  the  ditch  into  which  the  drainage  goes.* 

1550.  In  fact  you  are  not,  as  I understand,  fully  informed  as  to  the  details  of  where  the 
drainage  goes,  or  what  is  done  with  it  ?— 1 am  not* 

1551.  It  may,  for  all  you  know  to  the  contrary,  be  in  some  improper  and  offensive 
position? — Yes;  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  there  can  be  deep  cesspools,  I think,  as  it  is 
not  the  habit  to  make  them  in  Northumberland.* 

1554.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  there  water-closets  and  not  privies  in  all  the  houses? — There 
are  water-closets  in  one  or  two  of  the  houses. 

1555.  I took  for  granted,  from  your  previous  answers,  that  water  closets  was  the  general 
arrangement? — No;  there  are  a good  many  houses  of  poor  people:  it  is  not  entirely  a 
village  of  villas. 

1556.  As  respects  districts  where  you  can  vouch  from  your  personal  knowledge  for  even 
the  small  details  of  sanitary  arrangements,  do  you  know  of  any  group  of  cholera  cases 
occurring,  where  tiie  sanitary  conditions  are  quite  unimpeachable  ? — 1 know  of  no  district 
in  which  1 believe  the  sanitary  regulations  to  be  absolutely  perfect. 

1557.  iVould  you  not,  perhaps,  think  this — that  the  prevalence  is,  generally  speaking,  in 
proportion  to  the  defect  of  sanitary  conditions  ? — I should  be  inclined  to  think  it  so,  were 
I not  met  with  examples  like  Whalton,  and  some  other  places  of  the  same  kind. 

1558.  But  again,  as  a set-off  against  this,  you  have  cases  such  as  we  have  had  mentioned 
in  evidence  here  to-day,  with  four  out  of  six  inmates  of  a house  dying  with  the  stink  of  a 
grating  under  their  noses ; and  a mortality  on  one  side  of  a court,  of  one  in  seven  of  tlic 
inmates,  no  deaths  being  on  the  other  side  of  the  court,  and  this  one  side  having  a drain 
running  under  the  houses,  and  stinking  incessantly  under  them? — I should  do  so  certainly; 
but  I have  unfortunately  met  with  cases,  where  the  inhabitants  on  the  stinking  side  of  the 
court  have  escaped,  and  where  the  inhabitants  on  the  sanitary  side  of  the  court,  as  you  may 
call  it,  have  been  affected. *f* 

1559.  Will  you  give  us  the  name? — Broomhill,  near  Acklington.  I have  not  the 
medical  report,  but  merely  the  report  of  Mr.  Dixon  Brown,  the  clergyman  of  the  village.*!* 

* All  these  questions  and  answers  are  founded  on  a misapprehension,  there  being  but  one  instance 
in  the  village  of  a house  having  any  water-closet  drainage,  viz.  the  Rectory.  From  the  subsequent 
testimony  of  the  witness,  it  appears  that  “ a large  covered  main  drain  runs  down  the  central  street 

under  the  turnpike  road  ; and  into  this  the  drainage  of  the  houses  on  the  north  side  of  the  road 
“ passes.  The  great  majority  of  the  houses,  and  almost  all  that  were  affected  by  cholera,  are  on 
“ tiie  north  side  of  the  road.  Through  this  main  drain  there  is  a constant  runner  of  spring  water, 
“ both  winter  and  summer,”  &c. 

f These  statements  also  the  witness,  on  making  further  enquiries,  recalled  as  incorrect. 
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1560.  On  a difficult  question  of  lliis  sort,  would  you  be  satisfied  witli  a clerical  opinion  ? 
— Yes,  because  be  writes  as  an  intelli<fent  man,  as  many  of  the  clerg}'  are,  and  on  the 
sanitary  part  of  the  alfair  I would  take  his  testimony  as  readily  as  I would  a medical 
man’s.* 

1561.  That  clerical  testimony  would  be  counter  to  the  whole  experience  of  your  medical 
life,  would  it  not? — I quite  agree  with  you,  that  in  most  cases,  where  there  is  the  gieatest 
stench,  and  greatest  deficiency  of  sanitary  regulation,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  appre- 
hend disease. 

1562.  Would  you,  in  your  own  mind,  have  the  slightest  doubt  that  there  must  be  some 
fallacy  or  other  in  his  observations? — I believe  myself,  that  it  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
closeness  of  the  atmosphere,  and  by  the  contagion;  because  in  a house  which  may  be  most 
perfectly  drained,  if  the  people  were  crowded  together,  let  that  house  be  a palace,  and  let 
the  cholera  get  in  there,  and  it  would  soon  produce  a disastrous  result.* 

1563.  I was  not  at  all  intending  to  exclude  crowding  from  the  list  of  bad  sanitary 
arrangements? — I consider  it  the  worst  evil  of  all — worse  than  want  of  drainage  or  any- 
thing else. 

1564.  Reverting  to  the  paragraph  of  the  report  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  which  I was  reading, 
you  infer  in  this  passage  the  necessity  for  continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities; 
lest  this  fearfid  disease,  in  the  event  of  a second  visitation,  should  exercise  a more 
destructive  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle,  than  it  it  did  in  1848-5).  The 
cholera  has  made  a second  visitation,  and  unfortunately  has  exercised  a much  more  destruc- 
tive influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle.  Do  you  associate  that  with  a want  of 
continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  ? — 1 am  notable  to  speak  positively  upon 
that  point — 1 am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  movements  of  the  authorities  in  this 
respect.  They  have  certainly  done  somewhat  in  repairing  these  places,  but  1 should  not 
like  to  give  detailed  evidence  upon  that. 

1565.  Have  you  had  occasion,  within  a few  months  anterior  to  the  last  outbreak  of 
the  cholera,  say  in  the  early  portion  of  1853,  to  pass  much  through  the  poorer  neighbour- 
hoods of  the  town  ? — 1 have  visited  the  j)oorer  neighbourhoods  at  different  times.  1 visited 
Sandgate,  for  instance,  in  1847,  during  the  Irish  lever,  and  examined  many  of  the  localities 
there. 

1566.  Rut  since  that  time,  in  the  period  between  the  Irish  fever  and  the  late  outbreak 
of  cliolera  ? — In  1850  and  1851,  when  I first  came  to  the  dispensary,  I visited  several 
localities  in  Sandgate  and  Mount  Pleasant,  and  thereabouts,  and  can  speak  from  personal 
recollection  of  them. 

1567.  As  physician  to  the  dispensary,  you  then  had  occasion  to  visit  the  houses  of  the 
poorer  classes  in  this  town  ? — I had. 

1568.  Extensively.'' — Not  extensively;  but  I have  visited  them,  both  then  and  also  at 
various  times,  in  regard  to  a sanitary  point  of  view. 

1.565).  Have  you  seen  many  there  to  which  you  would  apply  the  terms  “ filthy  and 
“ unwholesome  ” ? — Undoubterllv. 

1570.  Supposing  that  it  has  been  lawful  for  the  authorities  of  this  borough,  since  1846, 
to  make  rules  for  the  cleansing  of  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings,  would  it  be  your 
inqiression,  from  such  dwellings  as  yon  there  visited,  that  those  rules  had  been  made  and 
were  actively  in  force? — 1 have  found  many  dwelling.s  filthy  and  unwholesome;  in  August, 
.September,  October,  and  November,  1H53,  still  filthy  and  unwholesome — depending,  I 
believe,  chiefly  upon  the  extrimie  filth  of  the  inhabitants  themselves. 

1571.  Anterior  to  that  period,  have  you  seen  any  evidence  of  the  enforcement  of  rules 
for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings? — Do  vou  refer  to  the  cleansing  of  the 
.apartments  themselves? 

1572.  Yes?  — I cannot  say  I have  seen  much  cleansing  of  the  apartments  themselves. 
I have  seen  an  improvement  in  .Sandgate,  for  instance,  in  the  surface  drainage;  in  the 
flagging  of  the  courts  1 have  seen  an  improvement. 

157.3.  A vast  amount  of  evidence  has  come  before  us  with  respect  to  the  almost  general 
absence  of  privy  accommodation  in  the  poorer  districts  of  this  town.  Are  you  acquainted 
with  the  very  great  defect  in  that  resj)cct  — 1 think  it  is  extremely  deficient. 

1.574.  Are  you  personally  cognisant  of  the  inconveniences  which  arc  alleged  to  arise 
from  that  defect,  in  the  scattering  of  excrements  about  the  open  ways  of  the  town  ? — I 
have  seen  it  to  a considerable  extent.  1 have  not  seen  it,  perhaj)S,  to  the  extreme  extent 
that  others  may  have  done,  but  my  visits  may  happen  to  have  l)ccn  at  a time  when  they 
have  been  partially  cleansed. 

1.57.5.  Would  yon  consider  it  a great  defect  that  additional  privy  accommodation  has  not 
been  furnished  — I do  consider  it  a deli  ct,  and  a gieat  one. 

1.576.  Are  you  acapiainted  with  the  fact,  that  such  privy  accommodation  as  iheit  i^'  for 
the  poorei  cla.sses  in  this  town  consists  almost  universally  of  a privy  communicating  with  a 
dust  bin  or  ash-pit,  so  that  there  is  no  continuous  carrying  away  of  these  mailers,  but  that 
they  remain  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  nu’rely  covered  over  by  what  yon  may  call  the 
watch  box  of  the  |)riyy  ? — Quite  so  : and  I have  seen  it  in  a gieat  number  of  new  buildiiuis 
as  well  as  old  ones;  and,  moreover,  in  some  of  the  newest  buildings  1 have  met  with  a 
privy  underneath  the  iqistairs  dwelling  loom — a privy,  not  a water-closet. 

* See  Note  to  1558-55),  precciling  piigi*. 
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1.577.  Can  you  say  In  wliat  place  you  have  noticed  that? — I can  take  you  to  a house  in 
Derby-street  where  that  is  very  well  shown.  1 think  it  is  in  Derby-street;  it  is  the  last 
row  of  houses  goino;  up  to  the  town  moor.  It  is  either  Derb}' -street  or  Darnell-street.  It 
is  quite  out  of  tlie  borough. 

1578.  But  within  the  municipal  boundary,  are  you  aware  of  the  general  arrangement  of 
privies  which  I have  described? — The  arrangement  of  privies  is,  I think,  generally  bad. 

1579.  You  would  look  upon  that  as  a circumstance  very  likely  to  vitiate  the  atmosphere 
of  this  town? — It  does  not  benefit  the  atmosphere,  nor  the  health  of  the  individuals. 

1580.  Do  you  know  anything  with  respect  to  the  ash-pit  accommodation  in  the  poorer 
localities? — Some  of  it  is  bad. 

1581.  Regard  being  had  to  that,  and  to  the  absence  of  privy  accommodation,  would  you 
quite  adhere  to  your  previous  view,  attributing  the  filthy  conditions  of  their  dwellings  to 
the  habits  of  dirtiness  of  the  people? — I must  attribute  a good  deal  to  that,  undoubtedly. 
They  are  not,  perhaps,  all  of  them,  as  has  been  told  you  before,  denizens — born  inhabitants 
■ — of  Newcastle;  many  of  them  are  Irish,  and  the  neglect  of  sanitary  habits  by  them  is 
excessive — both  Irish  and  Scotch. 

1582.  It  is  in  evidence  before  us  that,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  privy  accom- 
modation, a very  large  portion  of  the  poorer  population  here  is  obliged  to  retain  within 
rooms  inhabited  by  single  families  the  full  complement  of  the  day’s  excrement,  till  an 
opportunity  at  dark  occurs  for  its  being  emptied  into  a cart  or  into  the  public  highway? — 
I cannot  speak  so  much  from  observation  in  Newcastle  in  that  respect  as  in  Gateshead.  I 
paid  a good  deal  of  attention  to  that  in  making  the  sanitary  investigation  into  Pipewell  Gate, 
and  I found  that  a very  great  many  of  the  people  were  too  lazy  to  remove  the  “kit”  when 
the  cart  came  round,  and  that  they  allowed  it  to  remain  there  until  it  was  too  late — that 
they  deposited  it  on  the  stairs  or  in  the  room,  and  very  rarely  took  the  trouble  to  have  a 
cover  over  the  kit. 

1583.  In  your  opinion,  is  not  that  an  evil  arising  from  the  absence  of  privy  accommoda- 
tion ? — I think  it  a great  evil,  because  it  makes  the  apartments  filthy,  as  the  people  rarely 
open  their  windows. 

1584.  Would  you  think  that  a great  portion  of  disease  would  result  from  that  in 
connection  with  over-crowding? — Yes,  the  air  is  not  only  vitiated,  but  it  is  unchanged. 

1585.  {Chairman.)  Supposing  this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  that  considerable  districts 
of  this  town  are  so  constructed — the  houses  back  to  back  and  within  a few  feet  of  one 
another’s  fronts — as  to  allow  of  no  thorough  ventilation,  and  scarcely  to  permit  of  the  walls 
seeing  the  sun  or  feeling  the  wind ; supposing  it  should  also  appear  that  great  parts  of 
those  districts  are  so  destitute  of  privy  and  ash-pit  accommodation  that,  for  many  hours  of 
each  day,  at  all  events,  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  I’etain  foecal  matter  in  their  rooms  or 
at  their  stair-heads;  and  supposing  it  should  further  be  shown,  that  in  large  parts  of  those 
districts  the  walls  are  damp,  the  houses  dilapidated,  the  timbers  rotten,  and  so  on,  would 
any  cleanliness  of  habits  on  the  part  of  the  population  avail  to  render  such  dwellings  clean 
and  wholesome? — The  cleanliness  of  the  population  would,  of  course,  be  a favourable 
set-off  against  that,  but  I do  not  believe  that  it  would  counteract  all  the  evil. 

1586.  You  do  not  think  that  any  reasonably-to-be-expected  exertions  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  those  districts  could,  under  any  circumstances,  avail  to  render  such  dwellings 
fit  for  human  habitation  ?—!  consider  such  dwellings,  and  1 can  name  some  to  be,  unfit 
for  human  habitation. 

1587.  Do  you  think  that  any  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  poor  occupiers  of  those 
districts  could  render  those  dwellings  fit  for  habitation? — I do  not  think  that  any  exertions 
could  make  certain  of  them  fit  for  human  habitation.  Much  might  be  done  by  clean 
occupiers;  but  some  are  so  situated  that  it  is  impossible;  and  I would  name  the  dwellings 
in  Peel-street,  where  it  is  impossible  to  make  windows,  even  in  the  higher  rooms,  so  as 
to  luive  perfect  ventilation.  There  Is  a high,  dead  wall  against  them. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Peel-street  is  without  the  ancient  borough. 

1588.  [Chairman.)  I had  understood  you  to  attribute  part  of  the  bad  sanitary  condition 
of  sucli  districts  to  the  filthy  habits  of  the  inhabitants,  am  I now  to  understand  you  to  say 
that  no  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  would  render  those  dwellings  perfectly 
wholesome  ? — Perfectly  wholesome,  I would  not  say  ; it  would  have  improved  them  no  doubt ; 
but  I look  upon  the  filthy  habits  of  many  of  the  population  to  have  been  one  of  the  great 
increasing  causes  of  disease. 

1 589.  yMlusIon  has  been  made  in  the  report  which  has  been  mentioned,  to  a district  of  that 
sort,  which  is  situated  between  Gallowgate,  Arthur’s  hill,  and  the  barracks,  as  “presenting 
“ in  a marked  degree  the  physical  and  moral  evils  which  afflict  the  poor,  when  deprived  of 
“ all  official  superintendence  and  protection.”  You  would  have  considered  it,  no  doubt, 
exceedingly  desirable  therefore,  that  districts  of  that  sort  should  have  been  under  the 
supervision  of  an  efficient  sanitary  government  ? — That  is  what  we  wished — that  they  should 
be  included  in  the  town,  which  they  wei’e  not,  I believe. 

1590.  [Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Clei'k.)  Are  not  these  districts  within  the  borough? — 
[Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Gallowgate  is,  but  not  those  between  Gallowgate  and  the  other  place. 

1591.  [Mr.  Simon  to  Dr.  Charlton.)  With  respect  to  those  which  are  within  the  borough, 
Pandon,  and  Sandgate,  in  your  sanitary  investigations,  have  you  looked  through  those 
districts  extensively  ? — I have  looked  through  them,  but  of  coui’se  my  evidence  can  only  be 
vague,  compared  with  that  of  others,  who  have  examined  them  day  by  day.  The  medical 
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officers  of  tlie  cUslricls  ol'  llie  union  are  nmcli  better  fitted  to  give  evidence  upon  that  E.  Charlton,  Esq., 
point. 

15t)*2.  Yon  can  liardly  have  been  in  Saiulgate  two  or  tliree  times  witbout  liaving  I’ormed 
an  opinion  as  to  its  general  ciiaracter  ? — 1 have  formed  a very  strong  opinion  as  to  its 
general  character. 

1593.  Do  von  believe  it  to  be  (it  for  Innnaii  habitation? — There  are,  as  has  been  told 
YOU  this  morning  by  Mr.  Newton,  certain  rooms  looking  out  upon  the  river  and  raised 
high,  which  I think  are  very  good  lor  habitation;  but,  taking  the  average  of  the  dwellings 
in  Sandgate,  and  especially  on  the  north  side  of  .Sandgate,  that  is,  the  side  not  looking  to 
the  river,  I think  nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  construction  of  them — it  is  a construc- 
tion of  four  hundred  or  five  hundred  years  ago,  probabU’  six  hundred  or  eight  hundred 


years  ago. 

1594.  So  that  if  you  could  convert  the  lower  parts  of  all  the  houses  into  mere  staircases 
YOU  might  leave  a few  garrets  there  as  an  alternative  to  the  bombardment  which  has  been 
proposed  ? — I think  we  might  leave  a considerable  number  there. 

1595.  Of  garrets? — Not  only  the  gari-ets,  but  the  second  floors.  iNIany  of  these  houses 
have  been  Inhabited  by  persons  of  a superior  class  in  former  times;  and  though  the  access 
to  them  is  bad,  and  the  staircase  narrow,  yet  at  the  same  time,  the  rooms,  when  you  get 
into  them  are  not  so  very  bad. 

1596.  Do  you  recollect  that  they  are  utterly  without  privy  accommodation,  and  without 
ash  pits? — I am  afraid  that  that  is  the  case  in  a great  measure. 

1597.  Does  it  not  seem  inseparable  from  the  habits  of  a [>oor  population  that,  in  the 
absence  of  privies  and  ash-pits,  the  pavement  should  be  brought  into  the  condition  in  which 
it  is  reported  to  be,  and  in  which  Indeed  we  have  seen  it  — I will  not  speak  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  pavement,  e.xcepting  what  1 have  witnessed  myself  occasionally.  1 have  seen 
it  far  worse,  of  course,  in  Edinburgh  and  other  places ; but  it  is  very  bad. 

1598.  But,  speaking  of  the  district  generally,  woidd  you  believe  it  to  be  fit  for  human 
habitation  ? — If  you  press  me  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  that  district,  I should  say  that  the 
remodelling  of  it  is  most  necessary. 

1599.  As  the  first  step  in  which,  would  you  pull  it  down  ? — I should  recommend  it  to  be 
pulled  down. 

160U.  In  Pandon,  similarly,  what  would  be  your  opinion  ? — 1 speak  mostly  of  Pandon, 
as  regards  .Mount  Pleasant  and  C'raig’s  Alley,  and  other  parts  running  njt  from  Pandon. 

1691.  Do  you  consider  it  to  be  fit  lor  human  habitation  ? — It  is  very  bad  ; consisting  of 
old  houses,  most  of  them.  Looking  on  them  as  I do,  with  the  (;ye  of  an  anti([uarv,  I find 
them  to  consist  of  three  or  four  dillereut  erections.  There  has  been  the  original  old  house; 
previously  I helicve  oidy  one  storey  high — the  stones  of  it  :ire  ;it  the  base.  A little  higher 
than  that  there  is  another  rude  stoue  erection,  probably  of  Elizabeth’s  time;  later  on,  we 
have  something  higher  than  that;  and  the}'  have  been  thus  raised  up.  Perhaps  origiuallv 
some  of  them  were  not  so  high,  and  there  was  better  ventilation  ; they  were  nearer  the 
fields. 

160*2.  But  in  their  prciscuL  stale? — In  their  present  state  they  are  very  bad.  iManv  of 
them  are  placed  against  the  bank,  some  are,  at  times  converted  into  stables;  whilst  others, 
which  have  been  stables,  appear  to  be  sometimes  converted  into  dwelling-houses  again. 

1603.  In  respect  of  a good  deal  of  the  property  in  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  John’s  parish, 
wouhl  you  form  a somewiiat  similar  opinion  idtout  it,  such  as  Castle  llarth? — I have  not 
visited  the  Castle  Garth  so  completely  as  I have  visited  other  parts ; 1 iiavc  seen  bad 
])laces  there,  but  not  so  generally  bad  as  in  Sandgate,  I think.  'I'liere  are  some  very  bad 
places,  however,  about  the  Castle  Garth.  The  very  oldest  part  of  Castle  Garth  itself,  within 
the  enclosure  of  the  old  castle’s  walls,  is  of  no  age  at  all — it  is  not  two  hundred  years  old. 

1604.  Are  you  familiar  at  all  with  the  newer  buildings?  I suppose  one  must  not  call 
them  new ; but  there  are  more  recent  buildings  which  have  been  erected  within  the 
municipal  boundary:  such  as  Shield  Field? — 1 am  not  very  familiar  with  those.  1 have 
seen  them. 

1605.  Garth  Heads? — I have  seen  them,  but  I cannot  give  a very  good  opinion  upon 
them. 


1606.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends  do  you  look  upon  them  as  fit  for  the  habitation 
of  the  labouring  classes? — There  has  been  a great  improvement.  I think  if  there  was  more 
drainage  throttgh  the  streets  it  woidd  be  better. 

1607.  An  imjirovement  in  respect  of  their  getting  more  air  ? — Yes. 

1608.  More  widely  built  ? — Rather  more  widely  built.  They  are  not  so  dclicient  in  that 
respect  as  the  other  jilaees. 

1609.  But  ill  respect  of  drainage,  jirlvy  accommodation,  ash-pits,  and  the  like,  do  they 
present  any  improvement ? — I cannot  speak  ])Ositlvely  upon  that  point,  for  1 Iiavc  not 
examined  into  the  drainage. 

16)0.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  efticiency  of  the  scavenage  in  this  town? 
— I cannot  speak  positively  upon  that,  f cannot  form  an  opinion  upon  it.  There  appears 
to  have  been  a good  deal  of  activity  regarding  the  scavenage  during  the  last  four  or  five 
years ; more  than  there  used  to  be. 

1611.  (Chairman.)  Reverting  to  those  districts  of  which  you  have  spoken,  say  Sandgate 
as  a block,  Pandon  as  a block,  and  the  Castle  Garth  and  the  Close  as  a block — supposing 
it  were  alleged,  a.s  it  is  in  a certain  fever  hospital  report,  that  the  poverty,  filth,  and  bad 

T 


138  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

E.  Chariton,  Esq.,  ventilation  of  these  districts  were  sucli  as  to  warrant  the  fear  of  an  epidemic  disease  being 
M.D.  generated  among  them  without  any  actual  importation  of  it,  would  you  agree  in  that 

opinion? — I do  not  believe  that  cholera  would  be  generated  in  them  any  more  tlian  scarlet 

23cl  .ian.  1854.  fever. 

1612.  Would  it  be  true  that  any  other  form  of  epidemic  disease,  such  as  tvphus,  might 

be  expected  to  be  generated  there  under  the  circumstances? — I have  my  doubts  as  to 
whether  typhus  is  ever  generated,  excepting  by  contagion. 

161.3.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  of  its  having  been,  so  to  say,  eradicated  from  certain 
public  iustitution.s,  in  which  it  used  to  prevail  extensively? — I am. 

1614.  (Mr.  Simon.)  I find,  in  the  same  report  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  that  you  say,  ‘‘To 
“ de.scribe  the  seats  of  typhus  and  other  forms  of  continued  fever  would  be  to  enumerate 
“ all  the  narrow  undrained  alleys  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  together  with  manv  equally 
“unhealthy,  because  still  more  neglected,  districts  in  the  suburbs?” — Yes;  I certainly 
agree  that  the  w'orst  drained  localities — the  worst  in  a sanitary  view — are  the  w'orst  in 
regard  of  fever. 

. 161.5.  “ In  many  parts  of  New'castle,  fever  maybe  said  to  be  never  absent;  and  a 

“ continued  residence  in  those  unw'holesome  dwellings  is  certain  to  involve  the  prostration, 
“ and  eventually  the  death,  of  some  members  of  the  family  by  fever?” — I believe  that  is  so 
far  generally  correct. 

1616.  “ ;\s  an  illustration  of  this  statement,  we  may  refer  to  the  statistics  of  fever,  in  a 
“ notorious  locality,  during  a portion  only  of  the  epidemic  of  1847,  by  which  it  appeared 
“ that,  in  nine  rooms  in  Craig’s  Court,  tenanted,  at  the  time  of  inspection,  by  fiftv-five 
“ inhabitants,  there  had  been,  within  the  three  months  immediately  preceding  our  visit,  no 
“ less  than  fifty  cases  of  fever  and  five  deaths  ?” — That  is  perfectly  correct.  I know  the 
locality  perfectly. 

1617.  Are  you  aware  that  Craig’s  Court  is  still  Inhabited? — It  is  partially  inhabited. 

1618.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation? — Upon  my  word  the  sooner  it 
is  pulled  down  the  better. 

1619.  [Chairman.)  Passing,  then,  from  that  subject  to  the  question  of  the  water  shortly 
previously  to  the  recent  epidemic,  will  you  favour  us  with  your  opinion  as  to  its  quality 
and  taste  ? — It  was  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  in  the  year  before,  when  the  water  supply 
failed,  and  it  was  then  extremely  bad. 

1620.  When  you  say  “bad,”  do  you  mean  to  the  eye,  or  anything  more? — It  w'as  very 
muddy  to  the  eye.  I think  about  the  middle  of  July  it  began  to  be  bad,  and  it  got  worse 
and  worse  as  the  supply  continued  to  fail  ; and  at  last  I was  obliged  to  give  up  drinking  it, 
for  I found  a disagreeable  saltish  taste  about  It,  as  if  partly  mixed  with  salt  water. 

1621.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Should  you  say  it  was  brackish  ? — I cannot  say  ; I have  not  drunk 
brackisi)  water. 

1622.  [Chairman.)  Did  you  smell  anything  offensive  about  it? — No. 

1623.  Did  you  ever  feel  called  upon  to  dissuade  your  patients  from  the  use  of  it  ? — No; 
never. 

1624.  [Mr.  Simon.)  You  did  not  analyze  the  water? — I did  not. 

1625.  Were  you  able  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  source  of  this  peculiar  quality  in  it  ? 
— I should  think  it  arose  partly  from  the  deficient  supply  of  the  reservoirs  themselves,  with 
which  I am  pretty  well  acquainted,  and  partly  from  the  Tyne  itself.  The  dyne  itself, 
however-,  was  low  at  that  period. 

1626.  W hat  do  you  think  may  have  been  the  nature  of  the  impurity  which  you  tasted  in 
the  water? — A good  deal  of  it  v\’as  what  we  should  call  muddy  water.  The  brackish  taste 
would  not  probably  be  produced  by  the  mud,  unless  it  had  met  with  some  saline  spring 
ill  sufficient  quantity,  or  some  deposit  or  bed  of  some  kind,  to  produce  it;  abed  of 
decomposing  siilphuret  of  iron,  for  instance  ; but  I know  of  nothing  of  that  kind. 

1627.  [Chairman.)  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  the  gas  ? — The  gas  was  not  good,  1 
must  say;  it  was  very  injurious  to  books,  but  I believe  that  all  gases  are. 

1628.  You  have  no  opinion  to  offer  as  to  whether  it  did  or  did  not  affect  prejudicially 
the  health  of  any  class  of  inhabitants,  such  as  shopkeepers? — I have  no  opinion  to  offer, 
excepting  that  in  a room  where  a large  quantity  of  air  is  consumed  by  a number  of  gas- 
burners,  whether  the  gas  is  good  or  bad,  if  that  room  is  much  crowded  besides,  it  will  have 
a bad  effect. 

1629.  And  where  the  gas  is  bad,  it  will  be  worse  ? — And  where  the  gas  is  bad,  it  is,  of 
course,  worse  still. 

1630.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Is  not  there  a great  carelessness  in  the  consumers  of  gas,  iu 
neglecting  to  make  provision  for  the  passing  off"  of  the  products  of  combustion? — Very 
great  indeed  ; they  are  extremely  deficient  in  that  respect.  In  the  ventilation  of  gas  iu 
houses  we  are  perfectly  in  our  infancy. 

1631.  Were  you  able  to  form  any  opinion  with  reference  to  the  fact  that  in  the  garrison 
there  was  a very  great  prevalence  of  diarrhoea,  and  that  none  of  that  diarrhoea  passed 
on  to  cholera? — I should  imagine  that  it  depended  upon  tw'o  or  three  points.  In  the  first 
place,  soldiers  are  under  strict  regimen,  well  taken  care  of,  and  every  case  of  diarrhoea 
that  occurs  is  promptly  and  immediately  attended  to ; and  hence  the  great  value  of  the 
house-to-liou.se  visitation.  The  barracks  are  situated  high,  and,  consequently,  whatever 
little  air  might  be  moving  would  be  rather  in  their  favour.  It  is  the  highest  part  ol  the 
town  almost. 
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163'2.  You  are  aware  that,  on  much  the  same  level  with  it,  is 
tongues? — 1 am. 

1633.  And  that  cholera  prevailed  very  fiercely  in  that  locality? — It  did. 

1634.  What  do  you  think  may  have  made  the  difi'erence  between  the  two  i — In  the  first 
place,  the  houses  themselves  are  not  so  bad  at  Spittal-tongues ; lor  I went  up  to  examine 
them.  I was  rather  surprised  to  find  them  better  than  I had  expected.  It  is  difficult, 
indeed,  to  account  tor  it.  The  fir.st  case  at  Spittal-tongiies  appeared  to  have  been 
imported  from  Gateshead.  I have  the  whole  fietails  of  the  case,  and  have  been  at  the 
house  where  it  took  place.  I have  no  doubt  Mr.  Rayne  can  give  you  more  information 
upon  the  subject  than  I can.  If  the  inhabitants  opened  their  windows,  there  would  be  a 
thorough  ventilation  in  Spittal-tongues;  for  there  is  a back  window,  and  it  opens  on  to  an 
open  moor  of  a thousand  acres.  With  regard  to  drainage  in  Spittal-tongues,  the  houses 
themselves  probiibly  are  not  drained,  but  there  is  a very  strong  runner  of  water  from  the 
pits,  which  runs  down  past  Eldon-street,  and  that  runner  is  quite  sufficient  to  turn  a mill. 

163.3.  [Chairman.)  Supposing  it  should  appear  that,  among  the  304  infantry  privates  in 
the  barracks  there  were  but  232  cases  of  diarrhoea,  or  not  quite  one  to  a man ; and  that, 
among  the  82  cavalry  troopers,  there  were  168  cases,  or  rather  more  than  two  to  a man; 
and  supposing  it  should  be  alleged  that  this  was  an  instance  of  the  aggravation  of  the 
tendency  to  diarrhoea  by  stable  effluvia,  how  would  you  regard  such  an  allegation  I — 1 
should  first  have  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  cavalry  barracks  themselves,  as 
regards  the  soldiers  ; that  is,  the  sleeping-rooms  of  the  soldiers,  their  state  of  accom- 
modation and  discipline,  and  many  other  matters  with  which  1 am  not  acquainted.  I may 
mention. that  I did  not  find  that  grooms  and  stable-keepers  were  peculiarly  liable  to  the 
disease  in  Newcastle,  but  1 found  that  one  other  class  of  people  that  was  very  liable — the 
drivers  of  hearses,  and  men  who  were  employed  about  the  sick  w'ere  very  liable  to  it. 

1636.  Finally,  what  opinion  have  you  to  offer  to  us  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  of  the  Hoard  of  Health  who  were  here  during  the  time  of  the  epidemic.'' — 1 did 
not  come  personally  in  contact  with  .\Ir.  Grainger.  He  called  upon  me.  1 returned  his 
call,  and  endeavoured  to  see  him,  but  was  unable  to  do  so.  1 called  two  or  three  times. 
Dr.  Gavin  1 had  known  formerly,  and  not  onlv  from  my  previous  knowledge  of  him,  but 
from  what  I have  seen  this  time,  1 am  of  opinion  that  his  behaviour  has  been  exactly  what 
I should  have  wished;  that  he  exhibileil  great  energy  ; and  that  the  measures  which  he 
adopted  were  beneficial. 

1637.  Then  am  I to  understand  you  to  say  that,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Graingers 
proceedings,  you  had  no  such  cognizance  of  them  as  would  enable  you  to  give  an  opinion  ? 
— I'he  personal  cognizance  which  1 have  had  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  proceecJings  is  not  what 
I have  had  of  Dr.  Gavin’s  proceeding.'; ; but  from  what  I have  seen  of  i\Ir.  Grainger’s 
proceedings — the  establishing  of  a house  of  refuge,  lor  instance — which  Mr.  Grainger 
started  with,  I regard  as  one  of  the  most  vulualile  things  that  can  possibly  b(.‘  ailopted  in  tlie 
case  of  an  epidemic. 

l6.3vS.  (^M r.  Simon.)  Are  you  cognizant  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  jiroceedings  generally  during 
the  time  he  was  liere  — I gathered  them  from  the  newspa[)ers,  and  also  from  the  reports  of 
those  parties  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 

Ki.'iit.  Were  they  in  your  judgment  suiudjie  for  the  emergency  ? — 1 think  so. 

1640.  .So  far  lus  your  knowledge  extends,  if  any  inculpatory  allegation  were  made  against 
either  of  these  gentlemen,  tending  to  charge  them  with  inefficiency,  or  with  indolence  or 
indifference,  or  with  any  fault  whatever  in  relation  to  the  performance  of  their  duties  here, 
would  you  sanction  any  charge  of  that  kind  ? — 1 certainly  would  not. 

1641.  You  have  no  belief  that  any  such  charge  is  merited? — 1 do  not  believe  that  any 
such  char<ie  was  merited. 


23d  .fan.  1854. 


1642.  [Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  vvould  like  to  oiler  evidence:' 
— 1 should  slate  tliat  since  the  cholera  1 have  been  en«'a<£ed  with  Dr.  liiubleton  in 
examining  some  of  the  funises,  and  shutting  them  up,  in  regal'd  of  their  being  unfit  lor 
human  haliitation.  1 should  be  glad  to  answer  any  cpieslion  upon  that  subject. 

1643.  Since  the  epidemic  ? — .\nd  during  the  epidemic,  while  it  was  still  prevailing,  I 
examined  some;  hut  chiefly  since  it  has  almost  entirely  subsided. 

1644.  [Mr.  Simon.)  How  many  houses  have  you  closed  ? — Unless  1 refer  to  my  book  1 
cannot  say  ; the  inspector  has  the  prinei|)al  list.  Our  duty  was  to  examine  and  give  an 
o|)inion  as  to  their  fitness  for  iiuman  habitation. 

1643.  On  what  principle  li.we  you  proceeded  in  determining? — We  selected  generally 
the  worst  houses,  if  we  could  get  them.  There  were  a great  manv,  of  which  it  was  difficult 
to  .say  they  were  not  the  worst,  but  it  was  lmj)0.ssiblc  to  shut  up  all,  as  you  would  liave 
caused  the  still  greater  evil  of  overcrowding  the  houses  left. 

1646.  Are  you  aware  that  any  of  the  houses  tlmt  were  closed  during  the  time  of  the 
epidemic  have  since  then  pas.sed  into  occupation  again  ? — Some  of  them  have,  id'ter  having 
been  carefully  examined,  and  ventilation  got  into  them  by  opening  baek  windows  ; the 
worst  of  them  are  still  kept  closed. 

1647.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  liouse.s  unfit  for  human  habitation  had  been  closed 
before  the  period  of  the  epidemic  — 1 believe  the  power  of  closing  the  houses  did  not  come 
into  operation  till  August;  the  cholera  ajipeared  that  same  month. 

1648.  [AJr.Town  Clerk.)  You  know,  of  course,  Edinburgh  pretty  well? — 1 do. 
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E.  Charlton,  Esq.,  1649.  What  would  you  say  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh  as 
M.D.  compared  with  tliat  of  the  town  ot  Newcastle  ? — I only  speak  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 

the  old  town  of  Edinburgh  w hen  I was  a student  there,  and  working  in  the  Wynds  and 

23d  Jan.  1854.  other  places  from  the  year  1832  to  about  the  year  1836. 

16.50.  You  have  not  visited  it  lately? — No;  excepting  occasionally  when  I have  gone  to 

take  a friend  to  see  two  or  three  of  the  worst  localities,  which  did  not  appear  much  improved 
from  what  they  were  before. 

1651.  Generally  speaking,  how  would  you  compare  the  two? — Edinburgh  is  decidedly 
worse  ; the  houses  are  higher ; the  people  are  so  remarkably  dirty  in  their  habits  ; and  the 
fearful  habit  of  spirit  drinking  is  ten  times  worse  than  it  is  in  this  country  ; it  is  bad 
enough  here. 

1652.  (Chairman.)  When  you  say  that  Edinburgh  is  worse,  do  you  mean  that  the  rates 
of  mortality  in  Edinburgh  are  higher  than  here? — I will  not  venture  to  say  that,  because 
perhaps  the  proportion  of  the  cases  of  poor  to  rich  is  not  so  great;  but  I am  unacquainted 
w'ith  the  mortality  rates  of  Ediidmrgh. 

1653.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  whether  in  Edinburgh  they  have  very  full  powers 
for  sanitary  improvement? — I cannot  speak  upon  that ; I do  not  know. 

1654-  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Can  you  give  any  reason  for  the  excess  of  mortality  in  New- 
castle which  the  returns  of  the  Registrar  General  present? — No;  I have  not  examined 
them  sufficiently,  nor  can  I give  any  reason  for  it. 

1655.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  we  quite  understand  you,  that  a high  mortality  seems  to  you 
unaccountable  in  a town  presenting  the  sanitary  features  of  Newcastle  ? — A large  town  like 
tills,  with  many  people  in  pretty  full  work,  and  at  the  same  time  a very  considei’able  habit  of 
spirit  drinking  among  the  inhabitants,  no  doubt  increases  the  amount  of  mortality. 

J656.  If  the  rates  of  the  Registrar  General,  given  for  a series  of  years — fifteen  years — 
show  an  annual  death  rate  of  twenty-eight,  or  more  than  twenty-eight,  in  the  thousand, 
should  you  consider  that  quite  independent  of  the  physical  features  of  the  place  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  to  which  you  have  already  adverted  ? — No,  I should  not  consider  it 
positively  independent. 

1657.  Should  you  consider  that  the  high  mortality  mainly  depends  upon  circumstances 
of  that  sort  ? — 1 consider  that  a great  deal  of  the  high  mortality  depends  upon  over- 
crowding; and  that  where  families  are  crowded  in  one  room  the  deaths  are  greater,  the 
ventilation  being  bad. 

1658.  You  would  put  that  the  first  in  your  list  of  evils? — Yes. 

1659.  You  would  probably,  in  your  list  of  evils,  give  a very  Important  place  to  the 
almost  entire  absence  of  house  drainage  ? — Decidedly. 

1660.  It  would  strike  yoti  that,  as  the  consequence  of  that  almost  entire  want  of  house 
drainage,  there  would  be,  iu  Newcastle,  the  results  of  the  vaporization  of  an  immense 
quantity  of  ordure  ? — Yes. 

1661.  You  would  consider  that  detrimental  to  health? — That  is  undoubtedly  detrimental 
to  health,  though  I do  not  consider  it  is  so  detrimental  as  some  people  have  imagined.  I 
do  not  consider  that  every  bad  smell  is  necessarily  an  unhealthy  one,  though  certainly  the 
general  rule  is  in  its  favour. 

1662.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  Edinburgh  much  superior  to  Newcastle  in  its  smells  ? — I 
think  the  smells  are  worse ; but  the  privy  accommodation  is  better  in  some  respects. 
There  is  a large  public  privy. 

1663.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  How  is  Edinburgh  with  reference  to  over-crowding? — It  was  very 
bad.  I cannot  say  what  it  is  now. 

1664.  Is  it,  in  your  opinion,  worse  or  better  than  Newcastle  with  respect  to  that  ? — I can 
only  speak  to  twenty  years  ago ; then  it  was  very  bad. 

1665.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  of  the  geology  of  this  town — that  it  stands  upon  clay, 
and  that  the  clay  in  some  places  comes  very  near  the  surface  ? — The  geology  is  rather 
peculiar;  there  are  certain  furrows  running  along  the  banks  of  the  river  whicii  appear  to 
have  been,  at  a subsequent  period,  filled  in  with  clay,  and  these  contain  water  in  a very 
extraordinary  degree ; so  that  we  may  have  a succession  of  terraces  or  depressions  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  each  of  which  contains  its  own  separate  supply  of  water. 

1666.  Into  which  are  sunk  the  foundations  of  the  houses  ? — 1 doubt,  in  an  old  town  like 
this,  whether  they  go  quite  so  deep.  We  merely  get  down  to  the  surface  of  the  clay ; at 
least,  in  some  cases  we  do. 

1667.  That  being  the  condition  of  the  district,  you  would  think,  probably,  that  subsoil 
drainage  would  be  iudispensableforits  healthiness? — Yes, it  is  admirably  situated  for  drainage. 

1668.  And  you  would  consider  drainage  essential  for  its  healthiness? — Of  the  greatest 
value. 

1669.  House  drainage  being  almost  entirely  absent,  excrement  being  diffused  on  the 
pavements,  and  over-crowding  and  defective  ventilation  prevailing  very  extensively,  we 
may  ask  you,  as  a physician,  would  you  not  be  very  much  surprised  if  the  death-rate  were 
low? — Yes;  but  the  whole  of  what  you  bring  against  the  town  does  not  prevail  over  a 
good  portion  of  the  town,  it  is  only  in  a few  localities. 

1670.  Does  not  there  prevail  over  the  town  almost  universally  the  absence  of  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  off  excrement? — I cannot  speak  positively  to  that,  not  knowing  the 
exact  state  of  the  drainage ; but  the  town  surveyor  could  show  you  that  there  is  considerable 
drainage.  I believe  it  to  be  the  case  that  very  few  houses  drain  into  the  sewers. 
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1G71.  We  need  hardly  tell  you,  that  the  mere  fact  of  having  an  arcade  under  the  street, 
a nominal  sewer,  does  not  do  much  for  the  hcaltli  of  the  place.  The  object  of  a sewer,  of 
course,  is  only  fulfilled  when  the  houses  run  off  their  refuse  into  it  ? — Certainly. 

1672.  You  do  not  doubt  that  there  exist  throughout  this  town,  almost  universally,  means 
for  the  diffusion  of  such  an  atmosphere  as  I have  spoken  of — an  evaporation  of  ordure? — 
I cannot  say,  from  my  own  observation,  that  T have  seen  such  a large  amount  of  ordure  in 
the  streets,  excepting  the  very  lowest  ones. 

1673.  In  the  houses  where  there  are  privies,  those  privies  are  not  drained,  I believe  ? - 
Many  of  them,  certainly  not. 

1674.  Do  not  they  evaporate? — They  must  do  so  to  a certain  extent.  They  fall  into 
the  ash-pit,  and  there  mix  with  the  ashes. 

1675.  They  still  evaporate  ? — There  must  be  evaporation  from  them. 

1676.  We  learn  that  in  the  town  the  water  company  supplies  with  water  1,166  water- 
closets.  Let  us  suppose  that  all  tho.-<e  are  in  different  houses,  would  not  that  be  a small 
proportion  of  the  houses  of  Newcastle  to  have  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  their  refuse  b} 
drains  ? — Yes,  it  is  a small  proportion  ; we  want  many  more  than  that. 

1677.  And  if  almost  all  the  rest  of  the  houses  in  .Newcastle  contain  excrements  round 
about  them,  does  not  that  make  an  almost  continuous  evaporation  of  ordure  over  the 
town  ? — It  must,  to  a certain  extent. 

1678.  Varying  in  degrees,  no  doubt;  in  the  lower  levels  evaporating  from  the  pavement, 
but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  town  evaporating  from  such  privies  as  there  are.  Does  not 
that  make  up  a tolerable  continuity  ? — It  makes  up  a very  tolerable  contribution  to  it. 

167.9.  Can  you  ])ut  your  finger  on  the  map  upon  any  acre  of  Newcastle  that  does  not 
contribute  very  appreciably  to  that  evaporation  ? — I should  say  that  the  better  parts  of  the 
town  do  not  contribute  very  materially  to  it.  Of  course,  as  in  London,  there  are  good 
localities,  with  bad  localitie*s  not  far  from  them.  In  the  district  in  which  I live,  Eldon 
square,  there  are,  of  course,  water  closets,  and  several  of  them. 

1681).  And  privies  also? — There  are  privies  in  the  square;  but  some  of  them  wash 
into  the  water-closets. 

1681.  Ai'e  they  trapped  ? — I think  most  of  them  arc.  Besides,  there  are  many  water- 
closets,  I believe,  whicli  do  not  belong  to  the  water  company. 

1682.  {Mr.  Toini  Clerk.)  Supj)licd  by  rain  ? — Yes. 

168)3.  In  any  town  in  the  kingdom  could  you  put  your  finger  on  an  immaculate  acre? — 
Not  in  one  town  in  existence. 

1684.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  think  that  there  are  many  towns  in  the  countrv  where  vou 
could  put  your  finger  on  such  a place  as  Sandgate  ? — I think  South  Shields  and  North 
Shields,  and  some  parts  of  Sunderland,  will  run  a pretty  good  race  with  it,  but  scarcelv  so 
perfect. 

1685.  (Chairman.)  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a district  containing  5,000  inhabitants,  in 
which  4,500  had  no  resource  but  to  throw  their  excrement  about  the  pavements,  unless  they 
went  to  one  single  public  privy  ? — I think  both  in  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  we  could  find 
such  ; the  privy  accommoilation  is  not  good  in  Edinburgh. 

1686.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  doubt  that,  if  that  be  so  in  Glasgow  and  in  Edinburgh,  it 
is  a flagrant  disgrace  to  those  cities? — I think  it  very  much  to  be  regretted. 

1687.  Of  course  we  attach  a good  deal  of  importance  to  your  evidence  on  the  point 
which  is  under  discussion,  from  your  position  here  as  a physician,  performing  very 
important  business  in  this  town  ; and  your  opinion,  of  course,  on  this  subject  ought  to  have 
weight  both  with  us  and  with  those  wfio  hear  you.  IVe  should  not  like  to  leave  the 
slightest  doubt  on  your  interpretation  of  these  death  rates.  IVhen  you  consider  the  non- 
drainage of  Newcastle — when  you  consider  the  diffusion  of  filth  in  Newcastle — when  you 
consider  the  crowding  in  Newcastle — when  you  consider  the  absence  of  ventilation  in  great 
parts  of  Newcastle — have  you  the  slightest  doubt  that  those  circumstances  are  the  chief 
influences  in  determining  the  high  moi  tallty? — I’ei  haps  the  mortality  might  be  compared 
with  that  of  other  large  towns  which  occur  to  me,  Bristol  and  Norwich. 

1688.  Do  you  doubt  that,  in  this  particular  case,  the  circumstances  to  which  I advert 
are  the  causes  of  the  high  mortality? — They  will  certainly  tend  considerably  to  it,  there 
is  no  doubt  of  it. 

1689.  Would  you  .say  that  they  must  be  the  chief  causes  of  that  high  mortality? — 
Overcrowding,  want  of  ventilation,  and  neglect  of  .sanitary  arrangements  are,  unquestion- 
ably, great  causes  of  disease,  and,  con.sequently,  of  death. 

1690.  (Chairman.)  It  appears  from  a pamphlet,  which  is  pretty  good  authority,  that 
the  death  rate  of  Norwich  is  twenty-six,  as  compared  with  twenty-eight  in  Newcastle? — 
May  I ask  for  Bristol  ? 

(Chairman.)  1 do  not  see  that  that  is  given  here. 

1691.  (Mr.  Simon.)  'I’liere  are  con.sideralile  rural  populations,  some  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  from  here,  where  the  death  rate  is  fourteen  in  the  thou, sand  for  a scries  of  years. 
You  would  not  think  that  they  lived  monstrously  long,  or  that  it  was  a,  faulty  longevity 
there? — Are  the  accidents  taken  in  there?  becau.se  we  lose  a great  number  in  our  pit 
population  by  accidents. 

1692.  A large  proportion  ? — "S'es. — It  increases  the  mortality,  I believe,  considerably. 
The  accidents  from  machinery  are  always  a very  great  element  in  those  great  works. 
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1693.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  44iere  are  tliree  large  lead  factories  not  very  wholesome  ? — 
Those  also  are  exceedingly  unwholesome. 

1694.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  they  within  the  town? — All  within. 

1695.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  smallest  of  them  was  proved  to  have  500  workmen  ? — 
Yes. 

1696.  One  word  about  Whalton.  What  was  the  number  of  fatal  cases  of  cholera  in 
the  village  of  Whalton  ?— I think  the  fatal  cases  were  either  ten  or  eleven. 

1697.  In  a village  population  ? — Yes. 

1698.  Was  any  other  villaae  of  Northumberland  struck  in  the  same  way? — One  or  two, 
but  not  so  much  so.  The  hamlet  of  Broomhaugh,  near  Corbridge — Hexham  is  not  a 
village.  There  is  Broomhill,  near  Acklington,  and  there  is  Burradon. 

1699.  [Mr.  Simon.)  You  gave  the  population  of  Whalton  as  350? — Of  the  township. 

1700.  [Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  But  the  village  is  oidy  a part? — Yes.  Judging  myself,  I 
should  say  there  were  only  250  inhabitants  in  the  place.  Cases  of  choleraic  diarrhoea 
were  very  numerous  indeed. 

1701.  As  I understand  you,  no  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Whalton  was  so  struck 
with  cholera  ?-  No. 

1702.  Broomhaugh  is  at  a great  distance? — Yes;  it  lies  on  the  Tyne.  It  was  brought 
by  the  carrier  to  Broomhaugh. 

1703.  Is  that  a great  distance? — Yes.  The  disease  was  brought  by  the  carrier  to 
Broomhaugh  also. 

1704.  Are  the  other  villages  in  the  county  at  all  superior  as  to  drainage  to  Whalton? — 

I should  say  they  are  inferior. 

1705.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  them? — I know  them,  because  I have  visited  them. 

1706.  As  to  the  details  of  their  drainage? — Not  the  details  of  their  drainage;  but  I 
speak  of  the  general  features  of  the  place.  Many  of  them  lie  low,  and  consequently  the 
drainage  would  not  be  so  complete ; and  many  of  them  are  very  old  and  tumble-down  sort 
of  villages. 

1707.  \ou  are,  of  course,  aware  that  in  some  places  the  drainage  may  be  very  defective 

indeed? — It  may.  I believe  there  was  a statement  made  with  regard  to  Wrekenton  on 

Saturday.  The  lowest  part  of  Wrekenton  had  no  cholera  in  it.  The  cholera  only 
occurred  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  leading  up  to  Mr.  Davis,  the  doctor’s  house,  except 
one  case,  a relative  of  Gowland,  a man  who  died  at  the  asylum ; and  that  occurred,  I think, 
at  the  Seven  Stars,  and  he  had  been  in  attendance  upon  Gowland. 

1708.  {Chairman.)  You  are  not  familiar  yourself  with  the  actual  situation  of  that  part  of 
Wrekenton? — Yes;  I vvas  there  the  other  day. 

1709.  Are  you  aware  that  the  place,  where  the  great  mortality  in  Wrekenton  prevailed, 
is  a kind  of  shallow  basin  at  a great  height,  having  no  natural  drainage  whatever  ? — I 
cannot  figure  to  myself  that  it  is  a shallow  basin.  1 may  be  mistaken.  The  engineer 
who  examined  it  may  of  course  have  a better  eye  than  myself. 

1710.  [Mr.  Simoti.)  Have  you  happened  to  read  a description,  which  was  published  on 
official  authority,  of  the  filth  that  surrounded  the  inhabitants  who  suffered  from  cholera  at 
Wrekenton  ? — 1 have  no  doubt  of  their  being  very  filthy  indeed. 

1711.  Of  course  you  would  hardly  look  for  great  advantage  in  a high  level,  if  all  the  filth 
that  can  possibly  belong  to  a low  level  is  left  up  kill  for  want  of  drainage  ? — Certainly  not. 

1712.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  it  more  filthy  than  any  otiier  of  the  pit  villages,  in  your 
opinion? — No;  I vvould  not  venture  to  say  that  it  is.  I cannot  speak  of  the  inspection  of 
every  house. 

1713.  The  character  of  pit  villages  is  very  similar? — Very  similar  in  general. 

1714.  You  spoke  of  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera, 
without,  perhaps,  describing  it  so  fully  as  some  of  us  would  have  liked  you  to  have  done. 
Can  you  describe  it  ? — It  was  extremely  dark — extremely  dense  and  heavy,  though  the 
barometer  was  not  particularly  low.  The  temperature,  I think,  if  I am  not  mistaken, 
ranged  betwen  60  and  70,  or  between  55  and  6-5,  which  we  can  easily  ascertain  by  reference 
to  any  of  the  local  papers.  'Fhere  was  no  wind  at  all,  and  the  swarms  of  the  small  flies 
augmented  day  by  day,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  ride  with  comfort  along  the  lanes.  If  you 
opened  your  mouth  it  was  filled  with  them.  The  same  prevailed  in  other  localities  which  were 
not  visited  by  cholera.  The  cholera  cloud  extended  to  other  places  which  escaped  cholera; 
but  at  Whalton  it  was  as  bad  as  it  was  in  Newcastle — certainly  not  worse. 

1715.  [Chairman.)  Did  this  lieavy  atmosphere  prevail  the  same  in  the  higher  parts  of 
die  town  where  the  mortality  was  light,  as  in  those  worst  districts  of  the  town  where  we 
have  heard  that  four  out  of  six  people  died  in  one  court,  seven  out  of  twenty  in  another,  and 
so  on  ? — 1 was,  at  the  time  when  this  heavy  atmosphere  prevailed,  attending  with  Mr.  Hood 
in  the  Western-hill  distict.  I was  helping  him  in  his  private  practice  in  cholera;  and  it  was 
impossible  to  ventilate  the  rooms,  for  the  atmosphere  was  equally  bad,  1 think,  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  town  as  it  was  at  the  lower;  it  was  dreadful ; nothing  could  exceed  it. 

1716.  That  is  to  say,  the  same  condition  of  atmospliere  prevailed  throughout? — Yes. 

1717.  Therefore  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  will  hardly  be  able  to  account  for  the 
difference  of  intensity  with  which  the  epidemic  scourged  the  different  localities  ?—  No; 
but  it  will  account  for  the  increase  of  intensity  in  the  upper  districts,  1 imagine. 

1718.  For  the  increase  everywhere? — Yes. 
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1719.  But  not  in  one  more  than  in  another? — Not  in  one,  perhaps,  more  than  in  another; 
the  Tipper  districts  were  very  severely  visited. 

1720.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  And  you  attribute  that  to  the  .state  of  the  atmosphere  very  much  ? 

I attribute  it  to  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  concentrating  the  virulence  of  the  disease. 

Had  we  had  a hiiih  wind  I believe  we  should  have  had  very  little  cliolera  in  Newcastle. 

1721.  [Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Yon  recollect  the  change  when  the  wind  came  considerably 
from  the  westward? — As  far  as  I remember  there  was  an  improvement. 


Hect’or  G.avin,  Esq.,  M.D.,  sworn. 

1722.  (Chairman.)  You  are  a sujierintending  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  the 
medical  department  ? — I am. 

1723.  In  sucli  capacity  you  saw  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1 849  in  London,  and  specially 
attended  some  districts  there,  did  you  not?  — I did.  Most  of  the  districts  of  the  metropolis. 

1724.  Since  that  period  were  vou  sent  to  the  West  Indies  to  repress  the  ravages  of 
cliolera  there? — 1 was  there,  as  medical  inspector  of  the  colonies,  for  two  years  and  a half. 

172.5.  And  you  are  now  at  Glasgow  ? — 1 am  at  Glasgow,  superintending,  as  medical 
inspector,  the  arrangements  in  reference  to  the  epidemic  now  prevailing  there. 

172f).  On  what  day  did  you  first  arrive  here? — On  Saturday,  the  17th  September  1853. 

1727.  And  you  staved  here  till  when? — 'I'iH  the  30th  October,  when  1 received  a 
telegraphic  order  to  go  off  to  Dundee. 

1728.  Did  you  stay  here  till  the  close  of  the  epidemic? — Yes. 

1729.  During  that  time  were  vou,  as  superintendent  of  the  house-to-house  visitation 
system,  in  constant  communication  with  a great  number  of  medical  visitors,  assistants, 
and  so  on  ? — Every  day. 

1730.  Did  you  receive  from  them  daily  reports  bearing  on  the  state  of  their  districts  ? — 
Every  evening  1 met  them  and  received  accounts  as  to  the  state  of  their  districts. 

1731.  Did  you  yourself  at  all  go  round  about  these  districts  ? — I visited  the  districts  to 
ascertain  what  the  visitors  were  doing,  and  also  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  disease  in  the 
various  localities,  in  order  to  apportion  the  amount  of  the  visitation  which  might  be 
required  in  the  several  districts. 

1 732.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  copies  of  those  reports? — 1 had,  day  by  day,  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  ejiidemic,  statements  of  each  visitor’s  work,  with  summaries  showing  the  total 
amount  of  visitation  performed  by  all  the  visitors,  and  by  each  visitor,  with  the  name,  age, 
sex,  and  locality  of  the  patient,  the  kind  of  disease  that  he  laboured  under,  and  tlie 
number  of  cases  that  pa.sscd  on,  under  each  visitor’s  treatment,  from  the  first  to  the  second, 
or  from  the  second  to  tin*  third  stage  of  the  disease. 

1733.  Had  you  final  reports  from  them,  giving  the  total  result  in  the  districts?  -I  had. 

1734.  Uould  you  be  willing  to  put  those  in  evidence? — I shall  be  verv  glad  to  place 
them  in  evidence.  I have  them  here. 

1735.  (Chairman.)  Did  you  in  this  manner  form  a confident  opinion  as  to  the  state  ot 
Newcastle  generally  ? — A very  confiflent  opinion. 

173().  Did  you  become  cognizant  of  the  fact  that,  whatever  number  of  sewers  might 
exist,  tliere  was  next  to  no  house  drainage? — Exactlv : there  was  no  house-drainage. 

1737.  1 hat  the  land  drainage,  the  subsoil  and  rain-fall  drainage  was  verv  Imperfect? — 
Very  imperfect. 

I 738.  'I'hat  the  accommodation  in  tlu*  way  of  privies  and  middens  was  also  very 
defective  ? — Exceedingly. 

1739.  I hat  the  scavenage  might  liave  been  bettor? — 4’he  scavenage  was  greatly 
neglected,  and  in  some  cases  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  almost  impracticable. 

1740.  Owing  to  what? — The  construction  of  the  ])roperties. 

1741.  And  as  to  the  state  of  the  jiavlng? — Defective  to  an  extreme  in  many  places. 

1742.  Did  you  also  visit  the  Interior  of  the  tenements,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  over-crowding.'' — I on  many  occasioTis  acted  almost  as  a house-to-honse  visitor  myself, 
having  gone  round  the  various  localities  and  inspected  them  mvself,  and  gone  into  the 
houses  from  time  to  time,  and  ascertained  the  number  of  persons  there  and  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  various  premises. 

1743.  Your  occupation  as  superintending  inspector  takes  you  habitually  to  the  worst 
infected  towns  in  the  country,  where  the  ravages  of  epidemics  are  the  most  serious,  I 
believe  ? — \ es  ; 1 have  had  the  superintendence  of  a considerable  number  of  places  where 
cholera  ha>^  broken  out  during  the  ju'esent  ejiidemlc,  as  well  as  of  places  abroad. 

1744.  In  those  towns  and  cities  you  have  seen  a good  many  unfavourable  specimens,  I 
sup|)ose,  ot  town-conditions? — Very  shocking,  discreditable,  and  horrible  conditions  of 
tinners. 

I74.'j.  Have  you  seen  in  those  ])laces  a destitution  in  the  way  of  privy  accommodation 
which  was  etpial  to  what  you  have  seen  here? — Not  quite. 

I74<».  Have  you  seen  the  surface-drainage  as  deficient  as  here?  A^es. 

1747.  Have  you  seen  paving  and  scavenging  as  indifferent? — Acs. 

1748.  But  taking  all  these  things  together,  did  you  ever  in  the  course  of  your  ex]ie< 
ricnc.e,  see  any  district  in  any  town  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  in  which,  in  tlu' 
totality  of  sanitary  evils,  the  destitution  of  the  ])lace  was  so  a|)palliug  as  here?-  Saiiitary 
evils  being  of  u variety  of  kinds,  some  exist  in  greater  intensity  in  some  places  t*  an  in 

T4 


1\  Charlton,  Esq 
M.D. 

23cl  Jan.  1854. 


Hector  Gavin,  Esq 
M.D. 

24th  Jan.  1854. 


144 


.MTXL'TES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFOUE  THE 


Hector  Gavin, Esq.. 

MD. 

24th  Jan.  18o4. 


others;  but,  taking  all  things  together,  there  are  certain  districts  of  Newcastle  which  seem 
to  me  to  exliibit  a larger  number  of  these  evils  than  any  other  place  with  which  I am 
acquainted. 

1749.  You  would  not  deny  that,  in  any  one  or  other  individual  point,  some  other  town 
might  be  found  to  present  features  as  unfavourable? — I am  quite  sure  that  many  towns 
present  features  in  tl'.emselves  more  unfavourable  in  special  aspects;  but  when  we  take 
into  consideration — not  only  the  amount  of  excrementitious  matter  lying  on  the  surface  and 
the  want  of  surface  and  house  drainage,  but  also  the  structural  condition  of  the  property, 
and  the  natural  po'ition  of  it — the  geographical  position  I mean — all  these  tilings  being 
taken  together  with  the  want  of  ventilation,  make  a sum  of  evil  which  it  is  difficult,  I 
think,  to  tind  elsewhere. 

1750.  Would  those  remarks  of  yours  apply  to  Sandgate  particularly  ? — Peculiarly. 

1751.  It  has  been  stated  here,  that  Pandon  is  worse  than  Sandgate— is  that  your  opinion  ? 
— It  is  very  difficult  to  say  whether  it  is  wor.se.  It  is  very  bad.  I do  not  think  it  is  so 
bad — inasmuch  as  there  are  not  the  same  number  of  narrow  alleys  in  it  excluding  ventilation. 

1752.  In  that  one  respect  you  think  it  is  better? — I think  it  is. 

1753.  Is  the  Castle  Garth  and  Close  district  any  better? — They  are  very  bad  districts, 
but  probably  better  in  that  respect,  that  they  have  considerably  wider  alleys,  or  streets  as 
it  were,  which  Intersect  them,  so  as  to  give  a larger  amount  of  ventilation. 

1754.  In  other  respects  would  you  think  them  as  bad  ? — Nearly. 

1755.  We  have  had  evidence  given  to  us,  to  the  effect  that  the  condition  of  Sandgate  was 
hopeless,  and  that  to  improve  it  effectually  you  must  pull  it  down  and  re-build  it.  What 
opinion  do  you  entertain  upon  that  point? — I believe  that  it  would  be  a matter  of  great 
economy  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  to  the  corporation  to  destroy  it  utterly,  and  to 
rase  it  from  the  ground.  I believe  that  it  is  a moral  duty,  wfiich  attaches  to  the  parties 
in  charge  of  the  lives  of  the  humbler  clas.ses,  that  they  should  destroy  conditions  of  things 
which  are  inevitable  and  necessary  causes  of  disease  and  premature  death ; and 
consequently  of  suffering,  and  widowhood,  and  orphanage,  and  1 would  say  of  crime. 

1756.  Supposing  yon  wanted  to  put  Pandon  into  a proper  condition,  would  you  proceed 
much  in  the  same  way  with  reference  to  it  ? — There  are  an  immense  majority  of  the 
houses  in  these  districts  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  which  do  not  apjiear  to  me  to  be 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  except  by  structural  arrangements, 
commencing  with  the  razure  of  the  property. 

1757.  Would  those  remarks  of  yours  also  apply  to  the  third  district  1 have  mentioned, 
Castle  Garth  and  the  Close  ? — I am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  those. 

1758.  At  all  events  there  are  considerable  districts  in  this  town,  w hich  you  think  utterly 
incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  without  being  pulled  down  and 
rebuilt? — Surely  1 do. 

1759.  (Mr.  Simon.)  At  the  time  of  your  arrival,  was  the  epidemic  at  its  height? — It 
did  not  appear  to  be  at  its  height  at  the  time  when  I arrived;  because  the  facts  with 
regard  to  the  amount  of  disease  were  imperfectly  known.  It  really  was  at  its  height,  but 
it  was  not  supposed  to  be  so  at  that  time.  I arrived  here  on  the  17th.  The  highest 
number  of  deaths  occurring  on  any  one  day  was  on  the  1 6th  ; the  number  being  114;  but  it 
was  not  till  a considerable  time  after  that,  that  we  really  supposed  that  we  had  arrived 
at  the  acme  of  the  disease,  inasmuch  as  the  deaths  being  registered  some  days,  and  often 
times  several  days,  alter  they  had  actually  occurred,  the  mortality  was  made  to  appear, 
on  the  several  days  on  which  the  registration  was  taken,  to  be  larger  than  the  mortality 
really  was,  and  less  as  referring  to  a previous  period. 

1760.  {The  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.)  It  was  necessarily  so? — Clearly,  it  is  one  of 
the  conditioiis  necessarily  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  Registration  Act. 

( The  JVitness  then  handed  in  some  reports  by  him  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  from 
which  the  followiny  tables  are  extracted.) 

Table  I. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  Cholera  in  the  different  classes  of  life  in  the 
several  Districts  of  NEwcASTLE-uroN-TyNE,  1853. 


Gentry. 

Tradesmen. 

Artificers  and 
Labourers. 

Total. 

All  Saints,  West  of  Ouseburn- 

0 

56 

362 

418 

St.  Nicholas  and  St.  John  - - - - 

2 

69 

267 

338 

St.  Andrews  ----- 

17 

89 

141 

247 

Westgate  and  Elswick  - - - - 

17 

96 

234 

347 

All  Saints,  East  of  Ouseburn  - - - 

1 

6 

170 

177 

37 

316 

1,174 

1,527 

Proportion  per  cent  : — 

Gentry  - - 2 '42 

Tradesmen  - - 20*69 

Artificers  and  Labourers  - 76’82 


(Signed)' 
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Showing  the  day  by  day  Return  of'  Deaths  in  theRep;istration  District  of  Newcastle  24tu  -Jan.  1854. 

from  .31st  of  August  to  4th  November  18.).3.  ■ 


Date. 

1853. 

Gentry. 

T radesmen. 

Artizans. 

Labourers. 

) 

I’aupers. 

Prisoners. 

j Total. 

September  1 

yy 

2 

4 

55 

55 

55 

! 

6 

2 

2 

2 

>> 

3 

y* 

1 

4 

55 

55 

0 

4 

yy 

1 

2 

55 

*5 

6 

O 

yy 

2 

2 

3 

,, 

55 

i 

6 

yy 

•) 

2 

55 

1 

0 

1 

i 55 

j 

1 

55 

55 

3 

)) 

8 

yy 

4 

7 

4 

55 

1 

16 

yy 

9 

•y 

ij 

55 

^5 

19 

yy 

S.  10 

1 

55 

U 

55 

yy 

19 

yy 

S.  11 

yy 

8 

10 

12 

1 

n 

31 

yy 

M.  12 

15 

12 

10 

1 

» 

38 

yy 

T.  13 

2 

17 

26 

13 

1 

,, 

•>9 

yy 

W.  14 

1 

21 

40 

23 

3 

1 

89 

T 15 

4 

27 

21 

1 

10<i 

yy 

F.  16 

3 

26 

06 

27 

2 

55 

114 

yy 

S.  17 

2 

21 

42 

34 

4 

,, 

103 

yy 

S.  18 

6 

17 

' 47 

30 

2 

55 

102 

yy 

M.  19 

2 

24 

47 

35 

2 

no 

yy 

T.  20 

2 

21 

39 

21 

2 

85 

yy 

W.21 

0 

8 

31 

22 

*y 

*y 

55 

67 

yy 

T.  22 

2 

15 

38 

26 

15 

55 

81 

yy 

F.  23 

2 

14 

30 

13 

1 

55 

60 

yy 

24 

2 

12 

29 

11 

2 

V* 

56 

yy 

25 

yy 

14 

29 

13 

1 

60 

yy 

26 

yy 

0 

21 

8 

9 

V 

34 

yy 

27 

1 

4 

18 

1 1 

34 

yy 

28 

I 

3 

13 

9 

55 

55 

26 

yy 

29 

6 

4 

8 

18 

yy 

30 
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146  MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Hector  Gavin, Esq.,  1761.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  state  that  such  knowledge  as  you  acquired  at  the  time  led 

M.D.  you  to  consider  many  places  unfit  for  human  habitation? — Very  many. 

1762.  Did  you  find  that  any  steps  had  been  taken  before  your  arrival  to  close  those 

24th  Jan.  1854.  houses  ? — Not  any. 

' 1763.  Did  you  adopt  any  proceedings,  when  that  came  to  your  knowledge  ? — On  the 

Satui  day,  being  the  day  of  my  arrival,  1 was  in  communication  with  a gentleman  who  had 
had  the  charge  of  passing  a Bill  through  Parliament  for  the  improvement  of  the  town  of 
Newcastle;  and  I discovered  from  his  conversation  that  in  that  Act  there  was  a clause  by 
. which  power  v/as  given  to  shut  up  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  That  power  seemed 

to  me  so  exceedingly  desirable,  and  so  important  to  make  use  of  at  the  time,  that  I made 
arrangements  for,  on  the  Monday,  the  next  legal  day,  taking  steps  for  shutting  up  some 
houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  in  order  that  a commencement  might  be  made  in  what  I 
considered  a most  important  sanitary  service.  On  the  Monday,  these  steps  svere  taken  ; the 
necessary  certificates  were  given,  and  on  these  steps  the  first  house  in  Newcastle  which 
was  returned  unfit  for  human  habitation  was  shut  up. 

1764.  Who  signed  that  certificate  ? — My  colleague,  Mr.  Grainger,  and  myself. 

1765.  {Mr,  Town  Clerk.)  Is  it  Mr.  Thomas  Gray  to  whom  you  allude  ? — I do  not 
exactly  know  the  gentleman’s  Christian  name. 

1766.  Was  he  a Mr.  Gray? — Mr.  Gray. 

1767.  {Mr.  Simon.)  As  far  as  you  could  gather  from  the  reports  of  your  visitors,  should 
you  have  inferred  that  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act  was  in  active  operation  at  the  time? — 
Most  unquestionably  not. 

1768.  Not  on  the  17th? — Certainly  not ; it  never  had  been  to  my  knowledge. 

1769.  {Chairman.)  You  mean  by  the  town  council? — Either  by  the  board  of  guardians 
upon  whom  that  duty  properly  devolved,  or  by  the  town  council  who  subsequently  adopted 
it,  I believe,  on  the  19th. 

1770.  Do  we  rightly  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  not  aware  that  the  board  of 
guardians  ever  put  it  in  force  ? — I mean  by  putting  it  in  force,  putting  it  in  force  in 
that  effective  and  complete  manner  in  which  I consider  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act 
ought  to  be  put  in  force. 

1771.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  observe  any  improvement  of  activity  after  the  22d  of 
September  ? — Unquestionably  the  authorities  under  the  influence  of  pressure  from  without 
were  exceedingly  industrious,  and  did  a great  many  things  which  were  highly  creditable 
to  them. 

1772.  {Chairman.)  1 find  it  stated  on  the  minutes  of  the  committee  of  the  22d  Sep- 
tember 1853,  that  notice  was  to  be  given  by  advertisement  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle,  that  the  town  council  would  put  in  force  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act.  Do 
you  believe  that  to  be  correct? — 1 am  aware  of  those  circumstances. 

1773.  {Mr.  Simon.)  It  having  previously  been  enforced  by  the  board  of  guardians? — By 
the  board  of  guardians.  It  was  found  that  the  board  of  guardians  had  not  the  machinery 
and  complete  organisation  necessary  at  the  time  when  so  many  nuisances  prevailed,  and 
so  many  active  measures  were  required,  to  abate  them  with  that  rapidity  which  was 
essential.  The  town  council  had  the  machinery  and  were  willing  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  duties,  and  therefore  the  board  of  guardians  resigned  to  them  the  performance  of  that 
trust. 

1774.  During  any  portion  of  your  superintendence  here  did  you  find  the  Nuisances 
Removal  Act  worked  in  a manner  proportionate  to  the  emergency — worked  thoroughly  ? — 
1 have  already  stated  that  1 do  not  think  that  that  Act  has  ever  been  put  into  operation  in  the 
manner  in  which  I conceive  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act  ought  to  be  put  into  operation  in 
such  towns  as  Newcastle  for  the  welfare  of  the  public. 

1775.  Were  you  cognizant  during  your  stay  here  of  the  existence  of  any  inspectors  of 
lodging-houses  ? — Yes.  Two  persons,  police  officers,  were  appointed  for  that  special 
purpose.  I accompanied  these  two  police  oflficers  one  night — 1 forget  the  exact  date — 
from  about  10  in  the  evening  till  early  in  the  morning,  through  a vast  number  of  the  worst- 
conditioned  lodging-houses  in  the  worst-conditioned  districts  ; but  previously,  that  is  till  a 
period  shortly  antecedent  to  my  arrival,  the  Lodging-houses  Acts  had  not  been  put  into 
operation. 

1776.  Are  you  aware  at  what  time  it  had  come  into  operation;  was  it  during  the 
epidemic  ? — It  was  after  Mr.  Grainger’s  arrival,  and,  I believe,  at  his  suggestion. 

1777.  {Chairman.)  It  had  not  been  put  into  operation  on  the  14th  of  September.  That 
appears  in  Mr.  Grainger’s  reports  of  that  day  and  of  the  12th  September  to  the 
Board  of  Health?  — I think  it  was  about  the  1 4th,  or  shortly  after. 

1778.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Were  the  returns  that  your  visitors  made  of  nuisances  brought 
mediately  under  the  notice  of  the  authorities  ? — The  visitors  handed  in  their  returns  of 
nuisances  to  me  at  the  same  time  that  they  handed  in  their  reports  of  their  daily 
visitation. 

1779.  On  separate  forms  ? — On  separate  schedules,  and  these  returns  were  handed  by 
me  to  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  guardians,  who  properly  attended  to  them,  that  is  to  say, 
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when  the  char"e  of  the  suppression  of  nuisances  was  in  the  board  of  ^juardians ; and  I 
take  it  that  that  gentleman  subsequently  handed  them  to  the  inspectors  of  nuisances 
appointed  by  the  sanitary  committee  of  the  town  council. 

1780.  Substantially,  wlien  the  matter  was  dealt  with  by  the  corporation,  were  they 
handed  to  the  corporate  officers? — They  were  handed  through  Mr.  Forster  to  the 
corporate  officers. 

1781.  (Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  there  any  record  of  that? — (Mr.  Town  Clerk.) 
The  inspector  of  nuisances  may  have  such  a record,  but  I am  not  aware. 

1782.  (Mr.  Simon.)  There  is  no  book  in  which  they  are  registered  ? — (Mr.  Town  Clerk.) 

No. 


Hector  Gavin,  Esq., 
M.D. 


24th  Jan.  1854. 


(Dr.  Gavin.)  I may  state  that  it  was  an  early  part  of  my  service  to  propose  to 
the  sanitary  committee  of  the  town  council  that  a record  should  be  kept,  in  which  all 
nuisances  that  were  reported  should  be  entered,  the  date  of  the  report,  the  date  of  the 
inspection,  the  date  of  the  proceedings  that  were  taken  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances, 
and  the  results.  I beg  to  state  also  that  the  visitors  complained  frequently  to  me,  very 
bitterly,  that  it  was  of  no  use  making  reports  of  nuisances,  because  after  having  again 
and  again  reported  nuisances,  the  nuisances  were  found  by  them  statu  quo. 

1783.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  To  what  period  of  time  do  you  refer?  — About  the  third  week 
after  my  arrival  here.  It  is  just  and  right  that  it  should  be  understood  that  there  had 
been  a caution  given  to  the  local  authorities  not  to  attempt  to  abate  nuisances  where  a 
large  amount  of  filth  would  require  to  be  disturbed;  and  it  had  been  very  wisely 
suggested  by  my  colleague,  Mr.  I.ee,  that  all  such  large  nuisances,  in  place  of  being  removed, 
should  be  abated  temporarily  by  the  placing  above  them  of  an  amount  of  common  earth, 
sufficient  to  absorb  any  deleterious  gases  which  might  arise  from  them,  and  so  render 
them  temporarily  innocuous. 

1784.  You  would  perhaps  add  that  Mr.  Lee’s  suggestion  was  promptly  attended  to? — 
Certainly. 

1785.  (Chairman).  Were  these  the  class  of  nuisances  alluded  to  by  your  medical  visitors 
when  they  complained  that  they  could  not  get  them  abated? — No;  they  were  nuisances  of 
a minor  description. 

1786.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Did  improvement  take  place  during  your  stay  here  in  the 
scavenage,  particularly  of  courts  and  alleys  ? — 'I'he  corporation  were  exceedingly  desirous 
of  doing  all  they  could  in  the  way  of  cleansing  certain  streets,  lanes,  courts,  and  alleys  by 
the  use  of  the  hose  and  jet;  and  there  was  considerable  discussion,  I recollect,  as  to  the 
means  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  a supply  of  water,  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  cleansing  certain  parts  of  the  town  at  the  time,  the  difficulty  arising  from  the 
fact  that  they  were  unable  to  obtain  from  the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company  a supply  of  water 
sufficient  to  wash  the  streets  The  question  then  arose  as  to  whether  they  would  not 
be  able  to  make  use  of  a public  fire-engine  so  as  to  bring  water  up  from  the  river  to 
cleanse  the  streets.  I am  not  aware  whether  that  suggestion  was  ever  subsequently  put 
into  operation  ; but  I believe,  had  the  corporation  had  the  power  of  cleansing  the  streets 
to  a larger  extent  by  a supply  of  water,  tliey  would  have  proceeded  more  actively  than 
they  did  in  the  cleansing  of  the  streets. 

1787.  Did  it  come  within  your  knowledge  that  there  were  certain  cholera  deaths  in  the 
gaol,  on  which  coroner’s  inquests  were  held,  and  which  were  returned  by  the  jury  as 
having  occurred  through  the  visitation  of  God? — I am  aware  that  such  deaths  took  place; 
and  I think  it  very  important  that  some  inquiry  should  be  made  as  to  why  .«o  much 
mortality  happened  in  tlie  gaol ; because  it  appears  to  me,  from  all  the  information  that  I 
coidd  gather,  given  to  me  by  the  talented  and  amiable  officer  of  the  gaol,  Mr.  Greenhow, 
that  the  fault  lay  not  with  the  medical  officer,  but  w'ith  the  arrangements  by  which  too 
great  a number  of  persons  were  improperly  crowded  into  loo  limited  a space. 

1788.  Have  vou  any  details  upon  that  subject? — Yes,  I have  a return  which  I requested 
the  medical  officer  of  the  gaol  to  make  to  me  of  all  the  cases  of  choleraic  disease  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  gaol  from  the  outbreak  of  the  epidemic  to  its  termination,  the 
number  of  cases  of  diarrbeea,  approaching  cholera,  and  cholera.  I his  is  the  return,  signed, 

I believe,  by  Mr,  Greenhow  (producing  the  same).  I believe  that  to  be  an  accurate  return 
as  given  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  gaol. 

1789.  Is  that  a description  of  the  crowding? — Yes,  it  appears  to  be  a very  accurate  one. 

1790.  Will  you  read  it  to  us? — “The  prison  contains  fifty-two  sleeping  cells,  comprising 
“from  3-50  to  400  cubic  feet — one  prisoner  sleeps  in  each  cell — 12  rooms,  originally 
“ intended  for  sick  rooms,  in  consequence  of  deficient  accommodation,  are  now  used  as 
“sleeping  rooms.  1 hey  vary  in  size  from  750  to  800  cubic  feet.  The  number  of  prisoners 
“sleeping  in  these  rooms  varies  from  three  to  five,  and  occasionally  six.  Tlie  tower,  occupied 
“ entirely  by  females,  contains  six  rooms  of  larger  sizes,  containing  from  2.200  to  3,000 
“cubic  feet.  In  this  part  of  the  prison,  fifty  females  have  been  occasionally — though  rarely 
“ — confined  at  one  time.  During  the  late  epidemic,  eight  prisoners  were  confined  to  bed 
“in  one  room,  containing  1,850  cubic  feet;  and  nine  prisoners  in  another  room,  containing 
“2,400  cubic  feet.  The  establishment  of  an  hospital  in  the  men’s  sick  rooms  relieved  the 
“overcrowding  of  this  part  of  the  prison  ; and  good  hospital  arrangements  were  made 
“ for  the  men.” 
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Hec  or  Gavin, Esq., 
M.D. 


24th  Jan.  1854. 


1791.  Does  that  description  convey  to  \oiir  mind  the  impression  of  overcrowdin'^  ? 

Unquestionably  to  a very  jireut  extent. 

1792.  To  an  extent  likely  to  have  affected  the  health  of  the  prisoners  ? — To  an  extent 
such  as  to  render  it  extremely  probable  that,  in  an  epidemic  of  cholera,  the  disease  would 
locate  itself  in  such  an  establishment. 


179.3.  Has  the  mortality  of  prisons,  in  this  country  generally,  been  a high  mortality 
from  cholera? — No;  (juite  the  reverse — by  the  happy  arrangements  which  the  legislature 
has  made  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  lives  of  prisoners,  they  are  placed  in  a 
far  better  position  than  the  great  mass  of  the  industrious  and  labouring  artisans  of  the 
countrv. 


1794.  Should  you  consider  the  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality  that  occurred  in  this 
establishment  to  be  a high  sickness  and  mortality  ? — To  be  very  excessive. 

179,7.  Did  you  visit  the  prison  yourself? — I did  carefully,  during  five  or  six  hours.  I 
was  engaged  with  Mr.  Greeuhow  in  inspecting  every  part  of  it. 

1796.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  arrangements  for  ventilation? — 'fhe 
ventilation  v\as  exceedingly  imperfect — in  fact  it  was  quite  impossible  to  retain  in  a state 
of  health  the  number  of  persons  who  were  confined  at  that  time  in  the  prison. 

1797.  We  have  had  brought  under  our  notice  that  a village  some  little  distance  from 
here,  supposed  to  have  been  particularly  healthy,  and  supposed  to  have  very  good 
sanitary  arrangements,  or  at  all  events  not  known  by  the  gentleman  who  gave  us  the 
information  to  have  any  sanitary  defects,  suffered  extremely  from  cholera.  That  was  the 
vill  :ge  of  Whalton.  Did  any  matters  relating  to  that  village  fail  within  your  knowledge  ? 
— In  consequence  of  the  representation  that  this  so-considered  healthy  village  had  suffered 
severely  from  cholera,  I received  instructions  from  the  General  Board  of  Health  to 
proceed  to  Whalton,  and  to  make  an  examination  as  to  the  amount  of  mortality  that  had 
prevailed  there,  and  the  causes  which  had  led  to  it. 

1798.  What  was  the  result  at  which  you  arrived  ? — I am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
impression  that  it  was  anything  like  a .sanitary  village  is  erroneous  in  the  extreme;  for 
having  gone  into  every  room  and  every  house  occupied  by  persons  affected  by  choleraic 
disease  during  the  outbreak  there,  I was  quite  satisfied  that  the  village  presented  conditions 
of  things  highly  favourable  to  the  reception  of  the  epidemic  in  almost  every  instance. 

1799.  Is  it  a pretty  village? — Passing  through  it  by  the  highway  from  Moiqjetb,  you 
have  on  the  right  hand  side  a green  sward,  and  the  lime-washed  houses  give  it  a clean 
aspect,  which  would  quite  deceive  the  jiasser  by ; but,  on  entering  into  the  houses 
themselves,  you  find  a want  of  ventilation,  a want  of  house  drainage,  a percolation  of  water 
from  behind  rendering  the  houses  damp,  the  existence  of  accumulations  of  abomination 
round  about,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of,  the  houses,  a want  of  domestic  conveniences, 
and,  where  they  exist,  conditions  such  as  to  be  eminently  favourable  for  the  reception  of 
epidemic  cholera. 

1800.  Having  your  note-book  before  you,  perhaps  you  can  give  us  some  particular 
illustrations  of  what  you  allude  to? — The  most  striking  instance  perhaps  is  that  of  the 
mcdicHl  officer  of  the  district  himself,  whose  wife  was  one  of  the  first  to  perish  by  the 
disease;  and  whose  house  was  the  last  exhibited  to  me.  Mr.  Vardy’s  wife  died  verv 
early  in  the  epidemic ; and  Mr.  Vardy  with  great  difficulty  was  prevailed  on  by  me  to 
show  me  his  back  premises;  but,  having  visited  those  back  premises,  J found  that  within 
a few  feet  of  his  wife’s  bedroom  tliere  were  fourteen  cart  loads  of  manure,  with  a quantitv 
of  the  drainage  matter  IVom  this  manure  lying  round  about,  and  the  drain  going  under  a 
sfable  into  the  common  sewer  immediately  below'.  I cannot  conceive  any  probable 
condition  of  things  which  would  be  more  favourable  for  the  localisation  of  disease  than 
having  that  matter  constantly  under  the  window  of  an  invalid,  unable  to  leave  her  room. 

1801.  If  it  had  happened  to  you  to  survey  this  place,  not  knowing  that  cholera  had 
prevailed  there,  but  simply  with  a view  to  pronounce  on  its  state  of  sanitary  fortification 
as  against  that  disease,  should  you  have  formed  a favourable  opinion? — Certainly  nut.  I 
think  it  has  all  the  conditions  which  are  unfavourable  to  health.  It  has  no  house  drainage; 
it  had  at  the  time  an  excessively  damp  soil,  which  is  one  of  the  most  predisposing  causes 
we  know  of  in'  respect  of  cholera — the  few  feet  of  earth,  imposed  on  the  strata  of  stone, 
were  saturated  with  moisture;  there  are  no  means  for  the  removal  of  the  refuse,  no 
proper  conveniences,  and  no  ventilation  in  many  of  those  houses. 

1802.  Is  it  a consequence  of  that,  that  the  matter’s  which  should  pass  off  by  house 
drainage  are  retained  ? — They  are  raised  in  vapour  by  every  sun  that  shines,  they  are 
inhaled  by  every  individual,  and  always  tend  to  the  deterioration  of  the  health  of  the 
individual. 

1803.  Then,  so  far,  it  would  be  your  belief  that  any  report  which  we  may  have  had 
furnished  to  us  aS  to  that  village  being  in  a sanitary  condition  must  have  been  founded  on 
a superficial  observation? — It  must  have  been  founded  on  an  examination  of  the  locality 
from  without,  and  not  from  within. 

1804.  [Chairman.)  In  your  judgment,  and  after  your  detailed  inspection  of  the  whole 
place,  does  that  village  of  Whalton  present  any  exception  whatsoever  to  the  ordinary 
sanitary  doctrine,  that  disease  and  epidemics  are  generally  to  be  found  where  sanitary 
arrangements  are  defective  ? — Most  unquestionably  not. 
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1805.  It  is  ratlier  a confirmation  of  the  rule? — The  cleanliness  of  the  extei’ior,  and  the 
cleanliness  of  certain  portions  within,  that  is  to  say,  as  to  tlie  lime  wasliing  of  the  walls, 
give  it  a clean  appearance  which  1 think  has  misled  superficial  observers. 

1806.  (Mr.  Simon.)  D > you  happen  to  know,  whether  zymotic  diseases  of  any  kind  had 
prevailed  there  before  this  outbreak  of  cholera? — I am  only  aware  that  one  case  of  cholera 
had  occurred  there  at  an  early  period  in  1832,  in  the  case  of  Douglas — this  case  however 
is  stated  to  have  been  imported,  or  seemed  to  have  been  imported,  Irom  Wallsend,  where 
cholera  had  been.  The  person  attacked  certainly  liad  then  the  disease  incubating  in  him, 
because  he  was  taken  ill  two  hours  after  his  arrival. 


Hector  Gavin, Esq., 
M.D. 


24th  Jan.  1854. 


1807.  Were  certain  measurements  taken  of  the  widths  of  the  alleys  or  entries,  in  parti- 
cular parts  of  the  town  of  Newcastle,  under  your  direction  ? — My  colleague,  Mr.  Grainger, 
being  verv  anxious  to  ascertain  the  physical  facts  in  relation  to  that  district,  requested  me 
to  obtain  for  him  not  only  statements  as  to  the  privy  accommodation,  but  as  to  the  size  of 
the  various  alley.s.  I sent  him  a general  summary  which  I caused  to  be  taken;  but  I 
furnished  myself  with  minute  details. 

1808.  (Chairmnn.')  Taken  by  a person  of  the  name  of  George  Lockey  ? — Yes,  I 
employed  him  to  make  measurements. 

1809.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  those  details? — I believe 
these  facts  are  accurately  given — great  care  was  taken,  and  continued  inspection  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  accuracy. 

1810.  Is  that  I he  paper  [handimj  a jiapcr  to  the  witness)  ? — Yes. 

1811.  We  find  that  the  average  width  of  the  8,000  or  9,000  links’*  length  of  entries  there 
is,  at  their  entrance,  from  three  feet  four  inches  to  three  feet  six  inches ; and  that  their 
width  at  the  centre  may  be  taken  at  the  average  as  four  feet.  Will  that  average  accord 
with  the  results  of  your  own  personal  ol)servatlon  ? — Precisely. 


(The following  arc  the  measurements  alluded  to;  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  which  was 
afterwards  sworn  to  hy  Mr.  George  hockey,  who  made  them.) 

Measure.ments  of  Entries  in  .Sandgate,  NEWCASTLE-upoN-'rvNE. 

North  Side. 


No. 

1 

Names  of  Kntries. 

1 

: 

JA'ngtIi  in 
Links.* 

lircadths. 

Entrance. 

Centre. 

Outlet. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

ft. 

in. 

1 

Itonoldson*.-^  Court 

- 

- 

22.3 

.3 

4 

13 

4 

3 

4 

2 

Barley  I\Iow  Entry 

- 

- 

260 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

a 

Eddy’s  Entry 

- 

210 

3 

4 

7 

4 

7 

4 

4 

Seller’s  Entry  (no  outlet) 

- 

■ 

140 

3 

4 

4 

8 

5 

Mill  Entry 

- 

- 

260 

3 

4 

8 

0 

4 

0 

G 

Johnson’s  Entry 

- 

- 

265 

3 

4 

8 

0 

3 

4 

7 

Wrnngham’s  Entry 

- 

255 

4 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

8 

Spencer’s  Entry  with 

^ 1 

105 

4 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

9 

Turning  leading  into 

- 

65 

4 

0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

lo 

'llirec  'luns  or  Maugham’s  lintryj 

- 

271 

4 

0 

4 

8 

4 

0 

ll 

Gibson’s  Entry,  Chapel  Eanc  ) 

- 

167 

3 

4 

3 

8 

4 

0 

l2 

Hill’s  Entry,  Chapel  Lane  ( 

- 

141 

3 

4 

4 

0 

4 

l3 

Meeting  House  Lane 

- 

- 

260 

3 

8 

3 

4 

4 

0 

l4 

Nag’s  Head  J'hitry 

- 

- 

250 

4 

0 

6 

0 

4 

8 

1.5 

Robson’s  Entry 

- 

- 

115 

3 

4 

6 

8 

16 

Anchor  Entry 

- 

- 

250 

3 

4 

4 

8 

4 

0 

1“ 

Blacksmith’s  Entry 

- 

- 

270 

3 

4 

4 

4 

3 

4 

18 

Cox’s  Entry  (no  outlet) 

- 

- 

104 

3 

4 

19 

Young’s  Entry 

- 

- 

270 

3 

4 

14 

0 

5 

0 

20 

Soinincrbell’s  Entry 

- 

122 

3 

4 

6 

8 

Yo nil’s  Entry 

Row’.s  Entry 

Short  Entries  uo 

W atson’s  Entry 

outlets,  average 

White  House  Entry 

breadth  .3  ft.  4 in. 

lloilgson’s  Entiy 

21 

Wood  Entry  - 

- 

- 

270 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Total 

- 

- 

4,275 

* A link  is  the  liunare<ltli  part  of  a chain,  so  that  8,000  links  make  a mile.  — Vide  Q.  6.990post 
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Hector  Gavin,  Esq., 
M.D. 


24th  Jan.  1854. 


South  Side. 


No. 

Names  of  Entries. 

Length  in 

Breadth. 

Links. 

Entrance. 

Centre. 

Outlet. 

ft.  in. 

ft.  in. 

ft.  in. 

22 

Folly  Lane  - - - 

75 

7 4 

7 4 

7 4 

23 

Cross  Keys  Entrv  - - - - 

252 

4 0 

4 8 

6 0 

24 

Pot  House  Entry  ... 

268 

4 8 

6 0 

5 4 

25 

Flag  Entry  - - - - 

277 

3 4 

8 8 

6 0 

26 

Petrie’s  Entry  ... 

291 

3 4 

5 4 

4 8 

27 

Keel  Entry  - - - - 

140 

4 0 

4 0 

— 

28 

Steam  Wharf  Yard  ... 

290 

13  4 

— 

4 8 

29 

Malcolm’s  Chare  - - - - 

293 

6 8 

6 8 

6 0 

30 

Blue  Bell  Entry  ... 

275 

4 0 

6 8 

6 8 

31 

Bell’s  Lane  - - - 

280 

3 4 

7 4 

3 4 

32 

Tyne  Brewery  ... 

280 

15  4 

31  4 

11  4 

33 

Mount  Pleasant  - - - - 

140 

5 4 

5 4 

— 

34 

Pin  Entry  .... 

119 

3 4 

9 4 

— 

35 

Continuation  of  Pin  Entry  - - - 

79 

3 4 

6 8 

— 

36 

Entry  out  of  Sandgate  ... 

100 

3 4 

4 8 

— 

37 

Half  Moon  Entry  - - - - 

205 

6 0 

4 8 

5 4 

38 

Brewery  Lane  ... 

60 

3 4 

— 

3 4 

39 

The  Swirle  - - - - 

312 

24  0 

24  8 

26  8 

40 

Dock  House  Lane  ... 

207 

3 4 

6 8 

6 8 

41 

Nimmey’s  Entry  - - - - 

Downey’s  Entry  ... 

209 

4 4 

12  8 

6 0 

42 

204 

3 4 

7 4 

8 0 

43 

The  Gas  Works,  195  by  108  links 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

Dalton’s  Entry  ... 

196 

3 4 

6 0 

4 4 

45 

Wide  Open  - - - - 

Total  length  ... 

4,552  links 

The  exact  breadths  are  given  as  to  entrances  and  outlets;  the  centres  are  averaged, 
or  taken  extreme. 

Average  breadths: — At  entrance,  3ft.  4ln.  to  3ft.  Gin. 

At  the  centre  many  of  them  are  wider  than  at  the  entrance;  but  4 feet  may  be  taken 
as  the  average.  The  outlets  are  again  contracted. 

Between  the  gas  works  and  Wide  Open,  there  is  a house,  formerly  Farrington’s,  which 
was  fitted  up  as  a cholera  hospital  during  the  epidemic  of  1831. 


Length  of  Sandgate  itself 

St.  Ann’s  Street,  being  a continuation 
of  Sandgate 


} 


Total  length 


Width — feet 

Sandgate  - - - 28 

St.  Ann’s  Street  - - 10 


Area  of  Sandgate  Block: — 

South  S de,  from  Folly  to  Swirle 
North  Side,  from  Folly  to  Wood  Entry 

St.  Ann’s  Street : — 

South  Side,  from  Swirle  to  Wide  Open 
North  Side,  from  Wood  Entry  to  New  Road 


10  chains. 
5 „ 


- 

1 

5 

ft. 

in. 

feet 

12 

0 

10 

9 

4 

8 

A. 

R. 

p. 

2 

2 

32 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

5 0 32 


2 2 


Total  area  of  Sandgate 


7 2 32 


Prepared  for  Dr.  Gavin. 


George  Lockey, 

October  20,  1853. 


1812.  During  your  stay  in  this  town,  from  such  information  as  you  gathered  for 
yourself,  and  from  such  information  as  the  visitors  brought  under  your  notice,  should  you 
have  inferred  that  the  109th  clause  of  that  Local  Act  of  {handing  the  same  to  the 
witness)  was  in  operation  within  the  borough?  Perhaps  you  will  mention  the  articles  in 
the  clause  separately  ? — “ Be  it  enacted  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  council  and 
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“ they  are  hereby  empowered  from  time  to  time  to  make  bye-laws  as  they  shall  think  flt  for  all 
“ or  any  of  the  purposes  following,  tliat  is  to  say,  for  making  regulations  for  the  registration 
“ and  inspection  of  slaughter-houses,  and  knackers’  yards,  and  for  keeping  the  same  in  a 
“cleanly  and  proper  state,  and  for  removing  filth  therefrom  at  least  once  in  every  week.” 
I certainly  am  unaware  of  any  regulations  having  been  in  force  for  that  purpose,  if  any 
such  have  ever  been  made. 

1813.  “For  regulating  the  manner  of  keeping  swine,  and  preventing  the  keeping 
“ thereof  within  any  dwelling  house,  and  for  describing  the  limits  in  such  borough  within 
“ which  it  shall  be  lawful  to  keep  the  same.”  Did  you  see  evidence  of  the  operation  of 
any  regulations  made  under  that  power  and  authority  ? — I saw  no  such  evidence. 

1814.  Did  complaints  come  under  your  notice  of  the  keeping  of  swine  about  houses  ? — 
Continually.  I should  be  very  desirous  to  put  in  evidence  the  returns  of  the  medical 
visitors  with  regard  to  the  nuisances  which  tliey  found,  in  order  that  something  like  an 
accurate  idea  might  be  had  of  the  enormous  number  of  nuisances  which  actually  existed, 
and  which  were  complained  of. 

1815.  “ For  regulating  the  duties  of  scavengers,  and  for  regulating  the  management  of 
“ public  privies.”  Did  you  see  evidence  of  that  ? — There  must  have  been  some  regu- 
lations with  regard  to  the  scavenging,  because  it  was  performed ; though  certainly  in 
an  imperfect  manner. 

1816.  And  touching  the  public  privies? — I am  not  aware  what  regulations  had  been 
made — perhaps  this  is  a matter  of  ignorance  on  my  part.  There  may  have  been  some 
regulations  made,  but  I am  not  aware  of  them. 

1817.  Were  they  found  in  a good  condition.  Did  the  visitors  report  them  to  you  as 
being  in  a good  condition  when  they  alluded  to  them? — Unless  very  efficient  care  indeed 
be  taken  of  public  privies,  they  become  intolerable  nuisances.  1 am  not  aware  of  any 
town  in  the  kingdom,  except  perhaps  Inverness,  and  a new  public  privy  erected  at  Dundee, 
where  efficient  regulations  have  been  made  for  frequent  and  effectual  cleansing  of 
public  privies. 

1817  A.  “ For  making  regulations  for  the  registering  of  lodging-houses,  and  for  main- 
“ taining  cleanliness  therein,  and  keeping  them  in  a wholesome  condition  ?” — That 
certainly  was  not  adopted. 

1817  B.  “ For  laying  down  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings  ?” — I 
believe  no  such  rules  were  ever  laid  down. 

1818.  No  such  rules  came  under  your  cognizance  ? — Unquestionably  not. 

1819.  Did  the  details  brought  under  your  notice  by  your  medical  visitors  make  it  seem 
probable  to  you  that  such  laws  had  been  in  operation  ? — The  only  evidence  1 know  of 
the  existence  of  any  such  rules  is  their  authorization  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

1820.  Did  you  see  any  evidence  here  of  the  working  of  the  public  Act  for  the 
establishment  of  lodging-houses  for  the  labouring  classes  ? — No;  1 beheve  no  such  powers 
were  ever  exercised  or  contemplated. 

1821.  Did  it  appear  to  you,  from  the  condition  of  the  poorer  population  here,  that  the 
exercise  of  such  powers  would  have  been  desirable  ? — One  of  the  most  valuable  blessings 
and  boons  that  could  have  been  conferred  upon  the  population, 

1822.  Do  you  happen  to  know  much  with  respect  to  the  condition  of  such  establishments 
in  London  as  model  lodging-houses  ? — I have  been  over  most  of  them,  and  know  their 
condition  and  their  rules  pretty  well. 

1823.  Have  they  enjoyed  any  particular  exemption  from  illness  ? — Almost  beyond 
belief.  The  amount  of  disease  that  has  prevailed  in  these  establishments  is  so  small  as 
almost  to  strike  the  reader,  lor  the  first  time,  with  incredulity ; and  it  is  only  by  a series 
of  observations,  extended  over  a series  of  years,  that  one  is  ultimately  led  to  the  conviction 
that  there  is  not  some  deep-seated  source  of  fallacy  as  to  the  amount  of  mortality  that  prevails 
in  these  establishments.  The  comparison  of  the  condition  of  the  inmates  of  those 
establishments  is  so  eminently  in  their  favour,  and  so  largely  against  the  condition  of 
the  people  who  dwell  upon  the  property  close  by,  that  it  becomes  one  of  the  most  marked 
improvements  in  the  legislation  ot  modern  days  in  the  way  of  the  preservation  ol  the 
health  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 

1824.  (^Chairman.)  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  Dr.  Southwood 
Smith’s  late  pamphlet  upon  the  subject  — 1 have  the  most  pertiect  reason  to  believe  in  its 
exactitude. 

1825.  The  mortality  there  is  stated  to  be  seven  per  mille  per  annum,  instead  of  more 
than  twenty-eight  per  mille,  as  in  Newcastle,  on  the  average  of  the  last  fifteen  years?  — 
Yes,  exceedingly  small. 

1826.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Supposing  some  few  houses  of  that  description  had  been  established 
within  the  borough  of  Newcastle,  do  you  believe  that  the  few  hundred  persons  contained 
in  those  dwellings  might  have  enjoyed  a comparative  exemption  from  disease  ? — There 
is  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt  that  the  same  results,  which  have  proved  so  successful 
in  all  other  places,  would  have  proved  equally  successful  in  Newcastle. 

1827.  Would  they  have  been  ol  advantage  beyond  that? — Infinitely,  in  so  far  as  they 
would  have  served  as  examples  to  those  who  were  willing  to  invest  money  in  the  erection 
ol  property  for  the  accommodation  of  the  labouring  classes  ; and  many  of  the  rich  are 
unwilling  to  invest  their  money  in  that  kind  of  property,  from  a doubt  as  to  its  being 

L 4 


Hector  Gavin,£sq., 
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Hector  Gavin, Esq.,  remunerative ; whereas  it  has  been  found  by  these  establishments,  that  such  properties 
M.D.  may  be  made  perfectly  remunerative.  In  further  reference  to  the  model  lodging  houses, 

and  with  regard  to  a very  important  and  lughly  desirable  clause  in  the  Newcastle  Act 

24th  Jan.  1854.  hy  which  power  is  given  to  shut  up  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  1 would 

respectfully  submit — supposing  this  inquiry  be  made  with  a view  to  the  remedying  of 

evils  which  are  pi’oved  to  exist — that  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  arrangements  I'or  the 
prevention  of  the  conditions  which  have  been  represented  to  exist  in  Newcastle  should  be 
made — not  after  they  have  been  arrived  at — but  before;  and  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
more  expedient,^ — in  place  of  shutting  up  houses  which  in  consequence  of  the  amount  of 
disease  existing  in  them,  or  for  other  reasons,  have  been  declared  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation, — tliatall  houses  should  be  certified  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation  before  they  are 
let,  to  the  very  poor  classes  at  least ; and  that  if  a house  be  not  so  certified,  the  pov\  er  to 
recover  rent  should  be  taken  away  from  the  landloid;  and  perhaps,  if  necessary,  that  a 
penalty  should  be  inflicted  on  the  landlord,  for  letting  a house  which  had  not  been 
certified  to  be  fit  for  the  reception  of  human  beings. 

Id28.  You  would  think  that  houses,  let  in  separate  tenements  for  the  reception  of 
several  families,  require  as  much  supervision,  and  as  careful  regulation,  as  those  so-called 
lodging-houses,  which  receive  great  numbers  of  separate  individuals? — It  appears  to  me 
that,  if  it  has  been  found  desirable  by  the  legislature  that  the  mass  of  the  community  of 
the  lowest  description,  the  vagrant  population,  should  have  health  secured  to  them  by  a 
registration  of  the  houses  in  which  they  reside,  and  by  the  enforcement  of  conditions 
favouiable  to  health,  it  is  very  desirable  to  extend  that  measure  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
industrious  and  labouring  poor  of  the  country. 

1829.  (Chairman.)  You  are  aware  that  similar  arrangements  prevail  to  some  extent  with 
regard  to  ships  ? — They  do. 

1830.  That  the  admiralty  and  other  public  bodies  often  will  not  charter  or  take  up  a 
ship  till  there  is  a certificate  obtained  from  a proper  person  that  she  is  sea-worthy,  and  you 
propose  that  the  landlord  shall  not  be  allowed  to  let  a house  in  that  way  until  he  has 
obtained  a similar  certificate  from  a competent  party  that  it  is  fit  for  habitation? — Precisely. 

1831.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Should  you  be  disposed  to  think  that  the  visitors’  returns  in  the  aggre- 
gate brought  under  your  notice  pretty  completely  the  condition  of  the  labouring  and 
artizan  classes  of  this  town  ? — They  had  very  extensive  opportunities  of  acquiring  proper 
information ; and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  six  or  seven  weeks,  spent  in  visitation  day 
by  day  of  those  localities,  did  give  to  each  of  the  visitors  so  employed  a very  large  and 
most  important  amount  of  information ; and  that  the  representations  which  they  made  were 
therefore  based  upon  an  amount  of  service  w'hich  would  be  likely  to  give  very  accurate 
results. 

1832.  What  impression  have  you  thence  derived  with  respect  to  the  condition  of  those 
classes  in  this  town? — That  they  are  placed  under  circumstances  extremely  unfavourable 
and  inimical  to  health,  circumstances  over  which  we  have  or  may  have  control,  circum- 
stances which  could  be  prevented,  and  which  ought  to  be  prevented. 

1833.  Do  you  believe  that  their  lives  are  abridged  of  their  possible  and  normal 
duration  ? — I have  no  more  doubt  of  that,  than  that  the  sun  shines. 

1834.  To  a large  extent  ? — To  a very  great  degree  I believe.  So  far  as  I can  make  out 
the  population  of  Newcastle  undergoes  a mortality  of  nearly  one  third  in  excess,  that  is  to 
say,  that  nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the  persons  that  die  here  need  not  die,  at  least,  at  the 
times  when  they  do  die. 

1833.  Estimating  the  average  death  rates  for  this  district,  as  calculated  by  the  Registrar 
General  from  the  mortality  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  at  between  twenty-eight  and  twenty- 
nine  per  lOOO  per  annum,  do  you  think  that  a high  death  rate? — Exceedingly. 

1836.  What  allowance  should  you  think  it  requisite  to  make  in  that  death  rate  for  such 
influences  as  are  peculiar  to  the  locality,  but  yet  not  falling  within  the  scope  of  what  is  com- 
monly called  sanitary  regulation;  such  as  accidents  in  mines,  accidents  in  manufactories, 
poisoning  by  lead  and  the  like? — These  form  in  reality  a very  very  small  proportional 
amount  of  the  death  rate.  They  are  so  small  as  really  scarcely  to  be  worthy  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  anything  like  enlarged  views  of  the  causes  which  lead  to  excessive 
mortality. 

1837.  (Chairman^  Do  they  amount  to  more  than  a fraction  of  1 per  mille? — 1 doubt 
very  much  whether  they  do. 

1838.  Did  you,  during  your  stay  here,  apply  to  Mr.  Renwick,  the  registrar,  for  a 
return  of  the  number  of  houses,  of  separate  occupiers,  and  of  persons  in  Sandgate  ? — I did. 

1839.  Is  that  his  return  ? — Yes. 

The  folloicing  is  the  return  alluded  to. 

Stepney  Terrace,  21  October  1853. 

Sir, — The  following  is  as  near  an  approximation  to  the  number  of  separate  occupiers, 
houses,  and  persons  in  Sandgate,  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  make : 

Separate  occupiers,  935, — Houses,  350, — Persons,  4,600. 

I mean  by  “ Sandgate  ” the  group  of  lanes  and  houses  on  each  side,  bounded  on  one  side 
by  the  river  and  on  the  other  by  the  New  Road. 

I am.  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Matihew  Renwick,  Registrar. 


Dr.  Gavin. 
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1840.  Did  you  also  employ  the  same  Mr.  Lockey,  to  whom  allusion  has  been  made  before, 
to  o-o  through  Sandgate  to  verify  the  statements  made  to  you  with  respect  to  its  destitution 
of  privy  accommodation? — I employed  this  person  to  go  and  hunt  up  all  the  privies  that 
could  possibly  be  found  in  the  locality,  and  give  me  a statement  as  to  their  existence. 

1841.  Is  that  his  return? — Yes. 


Hector  Gavin,  Esq., 
M.D. 


24th  Jan.  1854. 


The  follo^ving  is  the  statement  alluded  to,  and  was  afterwards  stvorn  to  hy  Mr.  Lockey, 

v)ho  made  it,  as  correct. 


Privies  in  Sandgate,  October  19,  1853. 

Private. — 

1.  Water-closet  in  Portland  Arms  public  house. 

2.  „ in  Eliza  Young’s  public  house,  foot  of  Flag  Entry  on  the  quay. 

.3.  ,,  in  Tyne  brewery-yard.  Locked. 

4.  ,,  in  Mount  Pleasant,  used  by  workmen  at  brewery. 

5.  Privy  in  Wharf  Yard,  for  use  of  the  workmen. 

6.  ,,  in  Half-Moon  Lane,  attached  to  the  Half-Moon  public  house.  Locked. 

7.  „ in  Watson’s  Entry.  Locked  at  nights. 

Public. — 

8.  One  at  the  end  of  the  Swirle,  next  the  river;  had  a bad  smell,  entrance  closed 

by  a swing  door. 

The  corporation  are  forming  a public  privy  at  the  Sandgate  end  of  Malcolm’s 
Chare,  seventeen  feet  in  length. 

Entries  and  Lanes  in  Sandgate. 

There  are  about  forty  entries  or  alleys  in  Sandgate,  most  of  which  run  through  to  the 
New  Road,  on  the  north  side,  and  the  quay  on  the  south,  d he  entrances  to  the  alleys  are 
generally  covered  over.  Breadth  of  entrances  from  three  feet  four  inches  to  three  feet  six 
inches  ; at  the  centre  averaging  about  four  feet  and  upwards ; again  contracting  at  the 
outlets  to  about  the  dimensions  of  the  entrances,  or  nearly  so.  George  Lockey. 

Sir, — I beg  leave  to  hand  you  the  annexed  report  of  my  visit  to  Sandgate  this  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  privies,  and  the  breadth  of  the  entries  and 
alleys. 

Mr.  Matthew  Renwick,  of  Stepney  Terrace,  Newcastle,  was  the  registi'ar  in  this  dis- 
trict for  the  census  of  1851.  If  an  orficial  letter  be  written  to  him,  he  will,  no  doubt,  be 
able  to  furnish  information  as  to  the  number  of  houses,  and  the  number  of  occupiers. 

I am.  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

To  Dr.  Hector  Gavin.  George  Lockey. 


1842.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  believe  that,  during  the  period  of  the  epidemic,  all  exertions 
were  made  that  could  be  made  by  the  authorities,  viz. — until  the  22d  of  September  by 
the  board  of  guardians  and  subsequently  by  the  corporation,  for  the  relief  of  the  evils 
that  had  arisen  ? — I am  only  enabled  to  speak  of  the  measures  that  were  taken  previously 
to  my  arrival  from  the  evidence  presented  to  me  by  the  minutes  in  the  various  books,  and 
from  the  information  I received.  I am  enabled  to  speak  of  the  measures  taken  subse- 
quently to  my  arrival  from  my  own  personal  knowledge  and  experience ; and  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  1 believe  the  board  of  guardians  did  as  much  as  any  similar  body  of 
men  placed  in  similar  circumstances  could  by  any  possibility  be  expected  to  do.  And  1 
think  that,  though  the  corporation  might  certainly  have  acted  with  more  energy  and  with 
perhaps  more  zeal,  yet  taking  into  consideration  the  structure  of  the  body  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  time,  nearly  as  much  was  done  by  them  as  could  very  well  have  been  expected 
in  the  way  of  alleviating  the  disease.  In  the  vvay  of  preventing  it,  I believe,  as  1 stated 
before,  that  nothing  had  been  done. 

1843.  By  alleviating  the  disease,  are  we  to  understand  you  to  mean  the  removal  of 
nuisances  or  the  treatment  of  the  sick? — The  treatment  of  the  sick,  and  the  prevention 
of  persons  becoming  ill  by  proper  systematic  visitation,  rested  entirely  with  the  board  of 
guardians,  and  that  duty  I believe  they  fulfilled  with  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the 
community,  and  with  the  greatest  honour  to  themselves.  I believe  no  cndetivours  were 
wanting  which  could  have  tended  to  benefit  the  people  after  my  arrival.  With  regard  to 
the  coi’poralion,  their  duty  rested  with  the  conditions  of  property  and  the  conditions  of 
things ; and  1 have  already  stated  that  there  was  some  difficulty  and  considerable  delay  in 
carrying  out  any  measures  with  reference  to  these ; but  there  must  be  recollected 
as  an  apology  for,  and  which  I think  is  due  to,  the  corporation,  first,  the  want  of 
water-supply  to  wash  the  courts  and  streets;  secondly,  the  necessity  of  not  disturbing 
large  masses  of  refuse  and  abomination  which  might  exist  in  various  localities,  and  that 
even  to  remove  smaller  masses  of  decomposing  filth  in  and  about  the  houses  of  the 
inhabitants  could  scarcely  be  very  safely  done  at  that  particular  period. 

1844.  Did  accumulations  of  refuse  matter  exist  to  such  an  amount,  and  did  the  filthy 
conditions  of  property  exist  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  lead  you  to  believe  that  there  had  been 
habitual  neglect  of  those  evils,  previously  to  the  introduction  of  the  epidemic? — To  infer 
neglect  implies  appreciation  of  the  evil.  1 doubt  very  much  whether  the  authorities  of 
Newcastle  ever  thought  them  evils  at  all,  or  that  they  were  anything  more  than  normal 
condiliona  of  things. 
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Hector  Gavin, Esq.,  1845.  Uo  you  think  it  possible,  by  any  amount  of  zeal  and  energy  at  the  moment  and 
M.D  amid  the  panic  and  excitement  of  an  epidemic,  to  compensate  for  these  errors  of  sanitary 

indifference  or  ignorance? — No  amount  of  energy  on  the  part  either  of  a government  or  a 

24th  Jan.  1854.  corporation  or  of  individuals  can  compensate  for  previous  neglect.  The  only  safe  means  of 

preventing  disease,  and  especially  cholera,  from  locating  itself  as  an  endemic,  and  not  as 

an  occasional  visitant  of  our  country,  consists  in  the  establishment  of  those  measures  of 
prevention  antecedent  to  its  arrival,  which  are  essential  to  prevent  the  localization  of  the 
disease ; and  no  measures  taken  during  the  epidemic  would  do  more  than  effect  a mere 
comparative  mitigation  of  the  calamities  which  will  inevitably  ensue. 

1846.  Is  there  any  information  which  you  can  give  us  with  respect  to  the  measures 
that  you  adopted  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  disease,  the  organization  of  the 
medical  staff,  recommendation  of  hospitals,  and  the  like? — Having  arrived  on  the 
afternoon  of  Saturday,  the  17th,  I was  in  communication  with  Mr.  Grainger  on  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  on  the  Sunday,  and  up  to  mid-day  on  the  Monday.  Immediately 
after  that,  Mr.  Grainger  left,  and  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  arrangements  then 
devolved  upon  me.  I endeavoured  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  immediately  to  organize 
a staff  of  house  to-house  visitors,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  staff  of  medical  men  and 
medical  assistants  attending  on  the  sick.  In  this  I was  not  very  fortunate  the  first  day, 
inasmuch  as  I onlv  obtained  for  aid  the  assistants  of  the  medical  men,  who,  after  their 
first  day’s  service,  declared  that  they  were  unable  to  perform  the  work,  and  the  medical 
men  themselves  stated  that  they  could  not  spare  their  assistants ; they  required  them  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  to  the  sick.  In  corroboration  of  this  I would  hand  in  a letter  from 
Mr.  Winship,  the  medical  officer  of  No.  1 district,  in  which  he  states  that  the  visitors 
whom  I had  appointed  on  that  day  w'ere  unable  to  perform  the  duties,  as  they  were 
required  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  sick.  I hand  in  this  for  the  purpose  of  showing, 
the  difficulty  of  my  getting  a staff  of  house-to-house  visitors  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  staff  of  assistants  to  the  medical  men.  Placed  in  this  difficulty,  I solicited  from  the 
medical  men  of  the  town,  in  the  adjoining  towns,  and  from  London,  such  aid  as  I could 
obtain  in  the  way  of  house-to-house  visitor’s,  and  I w as  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  two 
or  three  persons  who  had  acted  as  house-to-house  visitors  in  the  visitation  of  cholera 
in  1849  in  London,  and  who  were  able  to  aid  very  well  in  assisting  the  others  in  their 
duties.  This  corps  was  established;  they  acted,  1 believe,  most  efficiently  in  the  way 
of  discovering  cases  of  premonitory  disease,  and  of  preventing  such  cases  of  premonitory 
disease  passing  on  to  the  more  developed  stages  of  the  disease.  Besides  that,  a carte  blanche 
had  been  most  liberally  given  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  parochial  board,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Philipson,  some  time  before  my  arrival,  allowing  these  gentlemen  to  appoint  any 
number  of  additional  assistants  they  might  require  to  carry  out  the  attendance  on  the 
sick.  This  power,  so  wisely  and  liberally  given,  was  made  use  of,  even  to  a large 
extent,  after  my  arrival ; and  in  districts  where  disease  prevailed  to  a considerable  extent, 
medical  officers  were  appointed  to  reside  on  the  spot,  in  place  of  being  at  the  distance 
of  a mile  from  the  infected  localities.  Dispensai’ies  for  the  giving  of  medicines  day  and 
night  to  all  applicants  were  placed  in  the  infected  localities.  A wide  notice  was  given 
to  the  inhabitants  by  the  distribution  of  thousands  of  handbills,  and  by  other  means,  of 
the  arrangements  of  the  authorities.  'Fhe  house  of  refuge,  which  had  been  organized 
by  my  colleague,  Mr.  Grainger,  was  brought  into  more  complete  operation,  but  was 
not  very  well  or  successfully  followed  out  as  a measure  of  safety.  The  tent-accommoda- 
tion, which  had  been  ju’ovided  at  the  suggestion  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Grainger,  was 
established,  but,  unfortunately,  not  so  successfully  as  a measure  of  relief  as  it  might  have 
been,  had  we  had  despotic  powers  in  order  to  turn  out  from  their  filthy  and  unwholesome 
houses  the  wretched  inhabitants  who  were  living  in  the  midst  of  pestilence,  and  to  secure 
for  them  the  comparatively  free  and  pure  air  of  the  common.  Hospitals,  properly  so  called, 
wei’e  not  established  in  the  infected  localities,  and  1 am  not  sorry  that  they  were  not; 
because  all  the  experience  which  1 have  been  enabled  to  acquire  In  this  country  and 
abroad  as  to  the  results  of  hospital  attendance,  is  to  the  effect  that  the  mortality  is 
larger  in  such  establishments  than  that  which  would  take  place  by  the  proper  treatment 
of  the  affected  persons  in  even  their  own  wretched  houses.  I think,  therefore,  that  as  a 
measure  of  safety  tliere  is  nothing  to  be  imputed  in  the  way  of  the  non-establishment  of 
hospitals.  The  death  rate  in  the  vagrant  ward,  as  well  as  the  last  death  rate  of  a hospital 
which  I refer  to,  namely  in  Dundee,  would  show  an  excess  of  mortality  as  compared 
with  the  amount  of  mortality  which  would  probably  have  taken  place  in  the  homes  of  the 
patients  themselves,  had  they  continued  at  home.  Moreover,  as  a great  many  persons 
are  taken  from  their  homes  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  they  are  actually  shaken  to 
death,  and  have  their  chances  of  recovery  infinitely  diminished  by  transit  for  miles.  I 
believe  that  more  harm  than  good  is  done  by  such  establishments. 

] 847.  With  respect  to  the  issue  of  a formula,  what  steps  did  you  take  ? — When  I arrived, 
it  appeared  that  no  common  formula  had  been  adopted  by  the  medical  men  in  the  locality, 
or  at  the  dispensaries  or  depots  of  medicines  which  were  established ; so  that  in  the  want 
of  such  common  formula,  a variety  of  medicines  being  prepared  and  dispensed  at  such 
depots,  one  person  might  have,  in  a series  of  visits  to  the  various  depots,  a variety  of 
medicines  each  incompatible  with  the  succeeding.  'I'o  avoid  that  difficulty,  I called  a 
meeting,  through  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  guardians,  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
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union,  ami  requested  them  to  unite  in  agreeing  upon  some  common  formida  ; and  I am  Hector  Gavin,  Esq.  t 

happy  to  state  that  the  medical  officers  of  the  union  agreed.  I did  not  consider  it  any  M.D. 

part  of  rny  duty  to  lay  down  any  formula — it  was  the  duty  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  “ \qk,a 

board  of  guardians  to  state  the  formula  which  they  considered  would  be  essential,  and  . * .1 

they  did  so.  All  that  1 did  on  the  occasion  was,  simply  to  state  the  results  of  the  expe- 

rience  of  some  of  the  house-to-house  visitors  in  the  London  visitation  and  abroad.  The 

adoption  of  the  form  was  a mere  matter  of  choice  on  their  jiart,  and  was  not  adhered  to 

entirely  by  Mr.  Hayne,  the  medical  officer  of  the 'Lrinity  lloard,  who,  with  myself  and 

the  medical  officer  of  the  garrison,  also  met  for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  formula 

might  be  adopted.  Mr.  Rayne  agreed  upon  the  formula  which  he  thought  best,  and  I, 

with  all  proper  decorum,  entirely  acquiesced  in  whatever  view  he  might  choose  to  take  as 

to  the  medicines  to  be  supplied  under  the  circumstances.  I adopted  another  step  in 

reference  to  this,  which  I conceived  of  some  importance  ; that  is  to  say,  with  a view  to 

consult  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  act  as  decorously  as  I could  towards,  the  profession ; and 

believing  that  they  would  give  an  amount  of  sanction  to  any  common  formula,  which 

could  scarcely  be  given  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  board  of  guardians,  I called  a 

meeting  through  Mr.  Gibb,  the  secretary  to  the  Newcastle  Pathological  Society.  'I'he 

meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  the  20th,  the  first  day  that  I was  at  liberty,  and  I submitted 

to  the  meeting  the  propriety  of  agreeing  on  some  common  formula ; but  I am  sorry 

to  state  that  the  meeting  was  of  so  confused  and  disorderly  a nature,  that  no  possible 

conclusion  could  be  arrived  at, — no  formula  was  agreed  upon;  and  the  meeting,  in  place 

of  discussing  the  point  in  cjuestion,  namely,  the  establishment  of  a common  formula  for  the 

welfare  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  ended  in  endeavouring  to  teach  me  my  duties  as  to 

what  I should  do  in  the  execution  of  my  Government  commission. 

1848.  {(Jhairman^  Did  you  on  that  occasion  feel  tliat,  by  the  step  you  had  thus  taken  in 
calling  the  medical  profession  together,  you  had  put  yourself  into  a false  position  ? — I 
conceived  that  I had  performed  an  act  of  courtesy,  and  was  exhibiting,  in  the  best  way 
that  I could,  a desire  to  establish  co-operation  with  my  professional  brethren ; but  I 
found  that  in  place  of  receiving  the  co-operation  and  aid  which  I desired,  the  meeting  was 
extremely  disagreeable,  and  that  it  required  an  amount  of  forbearance  on  my  part 
which  I have  seldom  had  occasion  to  exercise.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was  to 
impress  upon  my  mind  the  Inadvisability  of  holding  such  meetings,  except  under  very 
special  circumstances. 

1849.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  find  in  Newcastle  any  more  difficulties  than  you  would 
expect  to  meet  with  in  the  average  of  such  meetings  ?- — 1 have  had  occasion,  during  or 
since  1849,  to  meet  with  medical  men  in  a great  number  of  the  parishes  in  London;  I 
have  had  occasion  to  meet  with  medical  men  in  a great  number  of  localities  abroad; 

I have  had  occasion  to  meet  with  medical  men  in  the  other  large  towns  and  villages  where 
1 have  recently  had  to  perform  my  official  duties ; and  1 certainly  have  not  elsewhere  met 
with  a state  of  things  which  enclered  the  co-operation  of  the  profession  so  difficult  to 
obtain  as  it  was  in  Newcastle. 

1850.  Is  it  an  instruction  to  the  superintending  inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
under  circumstances  similar  to  those  which  preceded  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Grainger  and  your- 
self here,  to  call  together  the  medical  men? — It  is  a private  instruction  of  the  Board  of 
Health  to  endeavour  by  all  means  to  secure  the  co-operation  and  aid  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, the  same  as  it  is  an  instruction  to  secure  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  all  persons  in 
carrying  out  one’s  official  duties  ; at  the  same  time  the  manner  in  which  the  carrying  out 
of  such  a general  instruction  is  to  be  performed  is  to  be  dependent  entirely  on  the  know- 
ledge and  judgment  of  the  individual,  and  the  expediency  of  the  circumstances. 

1851.  Speaking  generally,  you  would  have  no  doubt  of  the  advisability  o!  obtaining  the 
assistance  and  concurrence  of  the  medical  profession  ?- — 1 think  it  one  of  the  most  denrable 
and  important  things  possible,  that  medical  men  should  unite  together  in  effecting  that 
which  they  have  so  gretit  a power  to  do,  namely,  saving  human  life — a charge  which 
devolves  upon  them  especially,  through  their  education  and  by  their  profession. 

1852.  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  the  medical  service  in  attendance  on  the  poor  in  respect 
of  the  advanced  stages  of  the  disease,  cases  not  falling  within  the  scope  of  the  visitors’ 
duty,  was  as  complete  and  efficient  as  it  could  have  been  ? — I might,  perhaps,  decline 
to  answer  that  (juestion ; because  it  places  me  in  the  position  of  passing  an  opinion 
as  to  how  far  my  medical  brethren  had  been  efficient  in  the  performance  of  their  medical 
duties, — a position  which  1 should  not  always  like  to  assume.  But  I have  no  hesitation  in 
stating,  as  my  opinion,  that  I believe  the  service  was  very  effectively  and  very  honourably 
performed ; and  that  I believe  it  was  performed  to  a degree  which  no  one,  who  does  not 
know  the  nature  of  so  terrible  an  epidemic  as  we  had,  can  conceive.  I state  this,  however, 
with  my  first  reservation,  namely,  that  it  is  not  an  opinion  wliich  I should  be  anxious  to 
express,  if  it  were  not  that  I had  the  happy  chance  of  being  able  to  express  it  in  a 
favourable  way. 

1853.  My  question  was  not,  of  course,  intended  to  invite  criticism,  unless  you  were 
anxious  to  give  it,  on  any  detail  of  medical  practice  ; but  rather  to  elicit  from  you  whether 
the  medical  organization  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  as  directed  by  the  board  of 
guardians,  was  sufficient  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  ? — 'fhe  medical  officer.®,  having  the 
responsibility  imposed  upon  them  of  obtaining  any  amount  of  medical  aid  that  might  be 
requisite,  endeavoured  to  see,  I believe,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  to  the  attendance  of 
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the  sick.  At  the  same  time  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  more  expedient,  in 
attempting  to  attend  to  masses  of  sick  persons  in  a large  town,  during  a great  epidemic, 
that  the  individuals,  who  had  to  attend  to  the  sick,  should  dwell  as  far  as  possible 
upon  the  spots  affected,  and  not  at  a great  distance  from  the  infected  localities.  I think, 
in  tin's  respect  some  of  the  original  arrangements  might  have  been  made  for  the  better. 

1854.  Did  you  form  an  opinion,  or  make  any  exact  observations  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  water  supplied  to  the  people  of  Newcastle  by  the  Whittle  Dean  Company  ? — 1 should 
prefer  not  giving  any  evidence  on  this  point,  because  from  the  pressure  of  the  other  engage- 
ments upon  me,  1 was  unable  to  turn  my  attention  to  that  subject ; and  niy  colleague, 
Dr.  Waller  Lewis,  had  special  charge  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  water  supply. 

1855.  Was  Dr.  Lewis  here  at  the  time  of  the  epidemic? — He  came  on  the  19th  or 
20lh, — thel9th,  I think. 

1856.  Were  you  able  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  th«  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  of 
the  wealthier  class  of  the  population  of  Newcastle,  so  as  to  be  able  to  guide  us  at  all  to  a 
judgment  whether  well-arranged  houses—  houses  in  a good  sanitary  condition — were 
affected  with  cholera? — No,  1 do  not  think  that  I am  in  a position  to  give  any  evidence 
of  that  kind  of  any  value  to  the  Commissioners ; my  time  was  so  completely  taken  up  in 
measures  of  practical  utility  and  the  saving  of  human  life,  that  I was  enabled  to  devote 
but  little  time  to  anything  but  that  which  came  in  my  immediate  way. 

1857.  As  respects  the  apportioning  of  the  disease  to  different  localities,  have  you  an}' 
opinion  as  to  the  association  of  the  disease,  more  or  less,  in  different  places,  with  more  or 
less  of  particular  physical  conditions? — I have  no  doubt  that  when  the  map  which  has 
been  agreed  upon  to  be  prej)ared  by  tlie  board  of  guardians  shall  be  completed,  in  which 
every  death  from  cholera  shall  be  marked  upon  the  locality  where  it  occurred,  we  shall 
have  a very  accui'ate  representation  of  the  unhealthy  places  of  Newcastle.  I have  no 
doubt,  also,  that  we  shall  find  that  this  map  will  entirely  correspond  with  the  pdaces  which 
are  unhealthy  from  ordinary  endemic  diseases,  from  scarlet  fever,  typhus,  measles,  small 
pox,  hoopiing  cough,  and  so  on.  I believe  that  such  jvlaces  exist;  and  that  really,  when 
the  question  comes  to  be  cleared  up,  we  shall  find  that  the  spiread  of  disease  has  not  been 
so  extreme  over  all  the  town  as  it  has  been  exceedingly  well  marked  in  certain  localities. 

1858.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  endeavour  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  loss  which  may  have 
been  sustained  by  the  community  of  Newcastle  during  this  visitation  in  respiect  of  stoppiage 
of  trade,  and  certain  other  points  in  this  return  alluded  to?  {Handing  a -paper  to  the 
loitness.) — I issued  a circular  to  most  of  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  large  works,  trades,  and 
manufactures,  who  were  likely  to  be  able  to  give  me  inlormalion  on  the  pioint;  anvl  this 
is  a short  digest  or  summary  of  their  rejdies.  I shall  be  very  h.appiy  to  place  the  whole  of 
tlie  replies  before  the  Commissioners  if  they  require  it. 

1859.  Have  you  I'eason  to  believe  this  to  be  pretty  correct? — I believe  so. 

The  fallowing  is  the  return  alluded  to. 

Report  showing  the  partial  Loss  to  Newcastle  by  Cholera  Visitation,  1853. 


Description  of  Business, 
&c. 

Name  of  Firm. 

Loss,  comparing  from  1st  Sep- 
tember to  15th  October  1853 
with  the  same  period  of  time 
in  1652. 

Number  of  houses  in  New- 
castle who  may  be  presumed 
to  have  an  equal  amount  of 
business  as  those  who  have 
furnished  information. 

■ 

York,  Newcastle  and 
Berwick  Railway. 
York  and  North 
jMidland.  Leeds 
Northern  Railway 

- - - - 

.£3,000  Os.  Od. 

— 

Hotels  - 

Turk’s  Head,  P.  J. 
Brodie. 

.£354  less  receipts  - 

About  eight  of  this  class. 

George  Hotel,  W. 

25  per  cent,  less  than  in 

There  are  upwards  of  420 

J.  B.  Carman. 

1852. 

inns,  hotels,  and  pub- 
lic-houses, and  about 
eighty  beer-houses. 

Linen  and  woollen 

J.  Fenton 

Receipts  £T79  less  than  in 

Another  much  larger  firm 

drapers,  &c. 

1852. 

who  have  not  replied. 

Ricfiardson  & Coxon 

Receipts  50  per  cent,  less 
than  in  1852,  but  taking 
mourning  into  account, 
only  14^  per  cent. 

There  are  about  lOOlinen- 
drapers  and  silk  mer- 
cers in  Newcastle. 
The  eight  are  among 

F.  Robson  & Co.  - 
J.  Corbett  - 
Bainbridgc  & Co. 

£1,200  less  received  than 
in  1852. 

“ Business  was  a good  deal 
affected  during  the  time.” 
44^  per  cent,  less  than  in 
1852,  per  cent,  less 

in  the  seven  Saturdays 
in  1853  than  in  the  cor- 
responding Saturdays  in 
1852. 

the  principal. 
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■ 

Loss,  comparing  from  1st  Sep- 

Description  of  Business, 
&c. 

Name  of  Firm. 

tember  to  15tli  October  1853 
with  the  same  period  of  time 
in  1852. 

Linen  and  Avoollen- 

Mr.  Young 

“The  cholera  interrupted 

drapers — cont.  j 

his  business  to  a consi- 
derable extent.” 

Geo.  Brown 

T120  less  than  in  1852,  i 

J.  Caldwell 

£10  less,  but  this  includes 

mourning. 

Silversmiths 

W.  Lister  & Sons  - 

.4100  less  ... 

Reid  & Sons 

£ 2,000  less  in  receipts. 

Iron  Manufacturers 

R.  & W.  Hawthorn 

Difiicult  Avhat  to  say  Avhat 

loss  may  be ; paid  in 
Avages,  200/.  a Aveek  less 

for  four  Aveeks. 

Grocers 

Turnbull  & Wood  - 

29  per  cent,  less  in  first 

three  Aveeks,  and  50  per 
cent,  in  last  three  Aveeks. 

Marshall  & Atkinson 

l7ipor  cent,  less  in  receipts. 

Sidney  & Ray 

25  per  cent,  less  in  receipts. 

R.  Hastwell 

Receipts  420/.  less  than  in 

1852. 

Wine  Merchants  - 

Monkhouse  & Co. 

Not  varied  - - . 

Green-grocer 

Henry  Deevar 

50  per  cent,  less  than  in 

1852. 

Hatters 

James  Steven 

i Cash  sales  20  per  cent,  less 

than  in  1852 ; ci’edit 
sales  47-g-  per  cent,  more 
than  in  1852  ; combined 
1|- per  cent,  more 

umber  of  liouses  in  New- 
castle who  may  be  presumed 
to  have  an  equal  amount  of 
business  as  those  who  have 
furnished  information. 


Hector  Gavin,  Esq-, 
M.D. 


24th  Jan.  1854. 


These  are  the  two  prin- 
cipal ; there  are  four 
or  five  others,  but  not 
so  extensive. 

Sixteen  ironfounders  in 
Newcastle. 


There  are  ninety-two 
grocers  and  tea-dealers 
in  Newcastle,  exclusive 
of  provision  dealers. 


Forty-two  wine  and  spirit 
merchants. 

Twenty -two  green-gro- 
cers. 

Twenty-six  hatters  in 
Newcastle. 


1860.  {The  Town  Clerk.)  Who  prep.ared  that  for  you  I — Mr.  Gibbon.  There  are  two 
points  which  I should  be  glad  to  bring  before  the  Commissioners.  The  first  is  the  great 
advantage  conferred  upon  the  community  by  preventing  the  children  in  the  ragged 
schools,  and  at  the  jubilee  schools,  from  remaining  at  home  during  the  epidemic,  and  making 
them  attend  their  schools  as  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing.  Of  the  boys  and  girls  at 
the  ragged  schools,  and  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  jubilee  schools,  those  wlio  were  in  the 
regular  habit  of  attendance,  and  who  were  questioned  as  to  the  state  of  their  health,  and 
supervised,  had  no  disease  ; wdiile  of  those  kept  away  from  school,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  being  ill,  a certain  number  had  disease  and  died.  Now,  this  immunity  is  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  homes  of  the  children  being  healthy,  because,  so  far  from  it,  a great 
number  of  the  homes  of  these  very  children,  who  escaped  the  disease  themselves,  have 
been  ravaged  by  cholera.  The  next  point  which  I should  be  desirous  to  lay  before  the 
Commissioners,  is  the  great  benefits  which  accrued  from  the  system  of  house-to-house 
visitation  as  established,  I believe,  after  the  20th  of  September.  During  the  first  six  days 
before  the  efficient  establishment  of  the  visitation,  the  mortality  per  cent,  was,  among  the 
class  of  gentry  20.3,  among  the  class  of  tradesmen  47.6,  among  the  labourers  and  artizans 
32.  The  class  of  gentry  did  not  come  under  the  influence  of  the  visitation;  their 
proportion  of  mortality  remained  much  the  same  during  the  next  six  days,  viz.,  20.1 
per  cent.  The  class  of  tradesmen  came  only  to  a small  extent  under  the  influence  of 
visitation,  and  their  mortality  considerably  increased  in  the  second  week,  viz.,  to  54.7  ; 
while  among  the  labourers  and  artizans  who  came  strictly  under  visitation,  it  decreased 
to  24.1. 

1861.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  You  stated  that  the  house  drainage  was  deficient ; will  you 
point  out  to  what  particular  districts  that  observation  applies? — To  five,  six,  or  seven 
eighths  of  Newcastle,  as  1 saw  it.  1 may  state  that  my  attention  vva.^  never  specially  directed 
to  the  healthy  parts  of  the  town,  or  to  the  houses  of  what  are  called  the  respectable  and 
wealthy  classes.  These  did  not  come  under  the  sphere  of  my  operations,  and,  therefore,  I 
directed  my  attention  almost  exclusively,  if  not  exclusively,  to  the  houses  of  the  poor, 
and  to  the  w'orst  conditioned  districts. 

1862.  That  is  to  say,  in  Sandgate? — Sandgatc,  Pandon,  and  all  those  places. 

1863.  Any  other  places  besides  Sandgate  and  Pandon? — I am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  names  of  all  the  places  to  state  them  ; I know  them  well  if  I go  to 
them, 

1864.  Was  it  in  the  same  vicinity  as  Sandgate? — In  all  the  ill-conditioned  localities ; 
for  example,  all  that  part  of  Newcastle  which  you  have  built  against  the  hill  side. 
There  is  no  real  house  drainage  there. 
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1865.  The  communication  between  tlie  house  and  the  common  sewer  is  what  we  under- 
stand by  house  drainage? — There  are  communications  between  the  streets  and  the 
common  sewer,  but  that  I do  not  understand  to  be  house  drainage. 

1866.  No,  unless  you  have  a communication  with  the  house  the  sewer  is  of  little  use. 
Did  your  observation  apply  to  districts  to  the  west  of  the  town  on  the  high  ground  ? — 
In  Mr.  Sang’s  district. 

1867.  In  Mr.  Sang’s  district? — Yes:  that  district  seemed  to  me  to  be  tolerably  well 
drained,  so  far  as  I could  see.  I would  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners 
to  a very  important  point  with  regard  to  that,  that  even  amongst  the  houses  of  that  class 
of  jJersons  vvho  are  so  far  raised  above  poverty  as  to  be  enabled  to  acquire  the  common 
domestic  comforts  and  conveniences  for  themselves,  the  privies  are  placed  away  from  their 
houses,  immediately  abutting  on  the  public  highway,  and  on  any  day  you  may  see  the 
e.xcrementitious  matters  soaking  through  the  walls  which  separate  the  pathway  from  the 
gardens  of  the  houses  attached.  That  does  not  look  to  me  very  like  efficient  house 
drainage. 

1868.  {Chairman.)  You  would  not  suppose  that  those  privies  had  been  carefully 
emptied  and  cleansed  under  the  powers  of  a special  clause  of  the  Local  Act  of  the  year 
1846,  would  you  ?— -I  should  think  not. 

1869.  Under  the  94th  clause,  which  enables  the  council  at  any  time,  with  a view  to  the 
preservation  of  health,  to  order  privies,  ash-pits,  and  so  on  to  be  emptied  and  cleansed  ?— 
I should  not. 

1870.  {Mr.  Siincrn.)  Of  what  date  do  you  speak? — The  late  visitation,  the  same  day 
that  I accompanied  Mr.  Sang  to  the  workhouse. 

1871.  (Jlfr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  suggested,  and  very  properly  suggested,  the  putting  in 
force  of  the  Act  for  the  shutting  iqi  of  houses  that  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — 
Yes. 

187*2.  You  will  admit,  1 think,  that  some  discretion  must  be  used  in  that,  because  if 
you  shut  up  a house  in  a case  in  which  the  inhabitants  must  either  go  to  houses  already 
overcrowded  or  lie  in  the  street,  you  might  aggravate  the  evil  instead  of  lessening  it  ? — 
Of  course  discretion  must  be  largely  exercised  in  all  these  matters  ; but  at  the  same  time, 
of  the  two  evils,  it  is  better  that  a person  should  be  placed  in  a slightly  overcrowded  house 
than  in  a house  which,  from  its  physical  circumstances,  is  incapable  of  maintaining  health. 
On  theone  hand  wehave  occasional  deterioration  of  theair  by  thetemporary  (nightly)  over- 
crowding, and  consecpiently  an  occasional  (nightly)  deterioration  of  health;  but  on  the 
other  hand  we  have  a constant  state  of  things  ju’oducing  a constant  deterioration  of  health. 

1873.  My  question  went  only  to  that  which  must  be  the  opinion,  I am  sure,  of 
every  reasonable  man,  that  you  cannot  pull  down  everything  at  once? — No,  it  is  with  that 
view  that  I suggested  a previous  certifying. 

1874.  In  the  houses  which  you  pronounced  unfit  for  human  habitation,  had  disease 
existed  to  any  very  considerable  extent? — I certified  as  to  one  house  only,  in  order  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  authorities,  and  to  form  the  ground-work  of  further  service. 
The  facts  of  the  case  I am  scarcely  prepared  to  go  into  now. 

1875.  Had  disease  existed  in  it? — I do  not  recollect  the  particulars;  I may,  however, 
add,  that  I am  not  aware  of  any  town,  in  all  my  knowledge  and  experience,  in  which  a 
crying  evil  is  not  the  want  of  proper  house  accommodation.  I am  not  aware  of  any  town 
where  overcrowding  does  not  exist  to  a considerable  extent,  and  where  the  people  should 
not  be  spread  over  a wider  superficies. 

1876.  You  have  said  that  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  since  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  corporation  to  be  put  in  force,  was  not  put  in  force  as  you  think  it  should  be  ? — 
Yes. 

1877.  We  ai'e  very  anxious  to  put  it  in  force,  I know;  and  I should  be  glad  to 
hear  in  what  respect  you  think  we  are  deficient  ? — You  have  not  a sufficient  staff  of 
inspectors  of  nuisances.  You  have  no  proper  schedules  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances, 
no  proper  notices  for  laying  the  information  before  the  parties,  and  no  proper  books. 

1878.  Probably  you  will  find  that  we  have  supplied  that? — '1  hat  is  since  my  re- 
commendation then.  You  had  no  proper  book  at  the  time  for  the  entry  of  them. 

1879.  What  would  you  consider  a sufficient  staff  ? — That  would  depend  upon  the 
amount  of  work  to  be  done.  If  you  delivered  your  notices  very  rapidly,  there  would 
be  less  necessity  for  them. 

1880.  We  had  not  a proper  record,  I think  you  said.'' — You  had  not  a proper 
record.  You  had  no  records  at  all. 

1881.  And  these  are  the  respects  in  which  we  were  deficient  in  putting  it  in  force? — 
You  were  deficient  in  another  very  important  point,  and  that  is  in  your  not  desiring  your 
inspectors  to  go  round  among  the  householders  to  find  out  nuisances  instead  of  merely 
waiting  for  complaints.  The  diities  of  inspectors,  moreover,  were  thrown  upon  persons 
having  other  duties  to  perform ; those  duties  being  in  a gi’eat  measure  incompatible 
with  the  effectual  suppression  of  nuisances. 

1882.  [Chairman.)  Wiiatever  may  have  been  the  machinery  employed,  or  which 
ought  to  have  been  employed,  did  you  find  that  the  nuisances  were  removed  as  fast 
as  you  think  they  might  reasonably  have  been? — No;  certainly  not. 

1883.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Was  the  administration  of  the  N uisances  Removal  Act,  as  performed 
after  the  *22d  of  September  an  improvement  on  the  enforcement  of  it  before  that 
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period  ? — Yes  ; I think  that  the  Act  was  rather  better  administered,  and  that  the  service  was 
more  effectually  performed  when  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation,  who  liad  i staff' 
to  do  it,  than  when  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  guardians,  who  had  not  a staff  to  do  it. 
At  the  same  time,  as  I said  before,  there  were  very  great  and  grievous  com  )luints 
made  that  the  nuisances  were  not  attended  to  at  the  time  the  corporation  had  charge 
of  their  removal. 

1884.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  As  to  the  class  of  nuisances  of  a minor  description  which 
were  complained  of,  what  were  they  ? — Accumulations  of  refuse  matter,  accumulations 
of  decomposing  refuse  lying  near  houses,  small  drains,  small  gutters,  and  matters  of 
that  kind,  in  contradistinction  to  large  open  ditches  and  large  sewers- — such  as  you 
have  at  Lovaine  Place  for  instance,  a nuisance  of  a somewhat  extensive  cliai-acter — the 
class  of  nuisances,  for  instance,  which  you  will  find  now  if  you  lake  the  trouble  to 
go  below  the  Castle. 

1885.  Before  we  pass  from  the  subject  of  drainage,  will  you  allow  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  a passage  in  the  report  of  the  metropolitan  sanitary  commissioners  on  the  subject 
of  the  communication  between  the  common  sewer  and  the  houses.  They  say — “ The 
“object  of  compelling  parties  to  communicate  with  sewers  was  discussed  at  a meeting 
“ of  the  commissioners,  and  it  was  rather  considered  that  that  subject  might  fairly  go 
‘‘by  till  some  complaint  was  made,  and  that  the  arching  over  of  open  sewers,  which 
“ was  a crying  and  known  nuisance,  be  taken  up  first.” 

1886.  (Choirman.)  Which  would  you  think  it  most  requisite  to  go  into  first;  the 
covering  of  large  open  sewers,  or  tlie  making  of  communications  between  house  and 
sewer? — It  would  depend  greatly  upon  the  natiu’e  of  the  sewers  existing.  If  the  sewers 
were  efficient  sewers,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a house  drainage,  but  when  you  have 
large  masses  of  refuse  in  ditches,  it  is  very  desirable  that  these  collections  of  refuse  should 
be  diminished  in  their  morbid  influence  as  soon  as  possible. 

1887.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  I am  putting  the  case  of  efficient  sewei’s;  would  it  be  expedient, 
as  the  commissioners  recommend,  that  we  should  wait  till  a complaint  was  made,  before 
we  compelled  parties  to  communicate  with  the  sewers  ? Do  you  coincide  in  opinion  with 
the  metropolitan  commissioners  of  sewers  ? — I am  not  aware  exactly  of  the  bearing  of  the 
whole  sentence.  I should  be  glad  to  read  it  before  I made  any  statement. 

1888.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  would  perhaps  consider  that  an  avei  age  death  rate  of  between 
28  and  29  per  1,000,  extending  over  a series  of  years,  was  a sufficient  complaint  on  this 
subject  ? — 1 think  that,  wherever  an  average  death  rate  of  between  28  and  29  exists,  it 
implies  an  amount  of  sanitary  evil  which  ought  to  justify  the  interference  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  compelling  the  local  authorities  to  do  their  duty  to  the  mass  of  the  people  affected  by 
that  excessive  death  rate,  and  who  lead  to  the  formation  of  it. 

1889.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Then  the  Commissioners  say  this:  “The  Commissioners 

“ consider  that  by  compelling  the  owners  of  houses  to  join”  the  common  sewer,  “ they 
“ would  be  making  them  pay  for  that  which  might  inflict  a nuisance  upon  them.” — Yes,  I 
can  understand  what  that  refers  to  perfectly;  that  is  where  the  Commissioners  are  talking 
of  imperfect  sewers. 

1890.  {Mr.  Simon.)  PYom  what  are  you  reading? — {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  evidence 
appended  to  the  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Commission. 

1891.  {Chairman.)  What  is  the  date? — {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  publication  is  of  the  date 
of  1848. 

1892.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Whose  evidence  are  you  reading?- — {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  I am  reading 

the  evidence  of  one  of  their  officers,  Mr.  Beriah  Drew-.  The  last  question  is  this:  “ The 

“commissioners  consider  that  by  compelling  the  owners  of  houses  to  join”  the  sewer, 
“ they  would  be  making  them  pay  for  that  which  might  inflict  a nuisance  upon  them.” 
Mr.  Beriah  Drew  answers  “ Yes.”  Then  they  say,  “ Have  you  had  complaints  to  that 
“effect,  that  a communication  by  a drain  from  a house  into  the  sewer  had  really  made  the 
“house  more  disagreeable  to  live  in,  or  more  unhealthy?”  The  repjly  is,  “ More  dis- 
“ agreeable  I have.  I know  the  fiict  myself  that  it  is  so.  I have  recently  had  a com- 
“ munication  made  at  our  own  office  with  the  sewer,  and  at  times  it  is  so  offensive  that  we 
“ hardly  know  how  to  sit  there.” 

1893.  {Chairman.)  What  would  be,  in  your  opinion,  the  state  of  the  sewerage  in  any 
place  of  which  it  could  be  affirmed  that  the  making  of  a house  drain  into  the  sewer  made 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  worse  ? — That  it  was  an  imperfect  sewerage — sewerage 
that  ought  not  to  have  been  made. 

1894.  That  it  was  a sewerage  which  was  in  itself  a nuisance,  and  ought  to  be  itself  put 
down  and  abated? — Yes. 

1895.  {Mr.  Simon.)  If  that  were  the  defence  of  the  particular  cases  of  non-drainage  to 
which  you  have  adverted  in  Newcastle,  should  you  consider  it  a valid  defence  of  such  non- 
drainage ?— Perfectly  puerile,  and  worse  than  puerile. 

1896.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  do  not  at  all  agree  with  the  London  commissioners,  then  ? 
— I beg  pardon  ; 1 think  you  have  made  some  mistake  about  it.  I think  you  are  brino-jno- 
forward  a part  of  some  evidence  which  does  not  properly  bear  upon  the  point.  1 can  pei^ 
fectly  well  understand  that  where  certain  sewers  of  deposit  exist,  for  instance,  as  in 
Newcastle,  where,  as  has,  I believe,  been  stated  in  evidence  already,  we  h.ave  large  sewers 

opening  into  small  sewers,  the  large  ones  being  below  the  level  of  the  small,  and  so  on, 

communication  would  be  a greater  evil  than  non-communication. 
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1897.  {3Ir.  Town  Clerk.)  Westminster,  1 believe,  is  as  badly  sewered  a place  as  any  in 
England  i — I should  think  so. 

1898.  (^Chairman.)  You  know  the  level  of  Westminster? — Yes. 

1898a.  (d/r.  Town  Clerk.)  Do  not  you  think  that  within  300  yards  of  the  Houses  of 

Parliament  you  could  find  as  bad  places  as  any  in  Newcastle? — No,  certainly  not. 

1899.  Within  three  or  four  years  past? — I stated  before  that  sanitary  evils  are  of 
various  kinds  ; and  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  a comparison  between  the  sanitary  state  of 
one  district  and  the  sanitary  state  of  another,  because  you  seldom  find  that  e.Kactly  the 
same  sanitary  evils  which  exist  in  one  locality  prevail  also  in  another.  You  may  find  an 
excess  of  sanitary  evil  of  a particular  kind  in  one  locality,  and  an  excess  of  a different 
description  ot  sanitary  evil  in  another.  You  seldom,  I think,  can  find,  as  in  the  districts 
that  I have  referred  to  in  Newcastle,  so  general  an  amount  of  those  sanitary  evils. 

1900.  They  are  more  in  the  aggregate  there  than  you  find  elsewhere? — I think  so. 

1901.  {Chairman.)  Did  you,  for  instanee,  find  the  same  destitution  in  Westminster  in 
the  way  of  paving  and  scavenging? — 'I'here  was,  in  parts,  a great  want  of  cleanliness, 
and,  even  a considerable  amount  of  excrementitious  matter  scaltero  l over  the  surface  ; but 
by  no  means  the  same  amount  of  defective  ventilation,  and  certainly  imt  the  same  amount 
of  rottenness  of  the  walls. 

1902.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  have  you  found  in  Westminster  that  there  has  been  progressive 
improvement  within  the  last  few  years? — Great  improvement. 

1903.  Did  you  see  much  evidence  here  of  progressive  improvement  in  those  matters? — 
I never  was  in  Newcastle  before  I was  here  on  this  occasion,  excepting  in  passing  through 
b\'  the  railway. 

1904.  {Chairinan.)  You  can  speak  as  to  the  state  in  which  you  found  it  ? — Yes. 

1905.  And  you  never  saw  a place  in  such  a state,  on  the  whole? — I think,  on  the  whole, 
the  districts  I refer  to  present  a greater  amount  of  sanitary  evils  than  I could  find  in  any  one 
other  district.  I am  quite  sure  you  will  find  in  some  other  places  greater  sanitary  evils  of  a 
special  kind  than  you  will  here. 

1906.  Do  you  confine  your  remarks  to  Sandgate  ; or  also  extend  them  to  the  district  of 
Pandon,  and  to  the  district  of  Castle  Garth  and  the  Close,  and  so  on  ? — The  whole  district 
of  houses  down  to  the  river. 

1907.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  have  seen  something  of  Glasgow  lately  ? — Yes. 

1908.  How  did  you  find  Glasgow?  — With  as  many  abominations  on  the  surface, — much 
about  the  same  as  here;  the  ventilation  is  rather  better;  overcrowding  is  very  nearly  as 
bad  in  some  places,  but  not  quite  so  bad  I think. 

1909.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  they  a high  mortality  in  Glasgow? — Fearful. 

1910.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  AYhat  is  their  rate  of  mortality  in  Glasgow  ? — The  mortality  last 
year  was  not  less  than  1 in  26. 9. 

1911.  {Mr.  Simon.)  How  much  would  that  be  per  thousand. — Very  nearly  38  per 
thousand. 

1912.  Do  you  know  that  the  mortality  here  for  last  year,  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General,  was  43.-3? — It  was. 

1913.  {3Ir.  Town  Clerk.)  Do  you  know  the  rate  of  mortality  in  Liverpool? — In  Liver- 
pool parish  it  was  1 in  29,  some  years  ago. 

1914.  The  model  lodging-houses  have  been  adopted  with  success  in  London  ? — Infinite. 

1915.  But  not  in  other  towns? — I may  state  that  in  Dundee  some  very  benevolent 
gentlemen  have  established  some  model  lodging  houses  on  a smaller  scale,  by  converting  old 
dilapidated  buildings  into  lodging-houses;  and  their  efforts  have  been  attended  with  great 
success. 

1916.  And  you  can  encourage  our  exertions  hereby  telling  us  that  in  London  they  have 
completely  succeeded? — In  London  they  liave  completely  succeeded,  even  in  a monetary 
point  of  view  ; because  now  they  are  becoming  remunerative.  Hitherto  they  have  not  been 
so,  from  a variety  of  causes  unnecessary  to  enter  into. 

1917.  Are  they  adopted  to  any  great  extent  in  London? — They  have  accommodation 
now  for  many  thousands  of  persons. 

1918.  {Chairman.)  They  have  also  succeeded  in  a sanitary  point  of  view? — Highly  so. 

1919.  Are  you  aware  that  on  the  average  of  all  the  years  during  which  these  model  lodging- 
houses  have  been  in  existence,  the  mortality  has  been  but  13  and  a decimal  permille? — Yea. 

1920.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  visit  Walker? — Yes. 

1921.  What  was  the  state  of  things  there? — Very  bad. 

1922.  Was  there  much  cholera  at  Walker? — Yes. 

1923.  Do  you  think  it  depended  upon  the  sanitary  defects  there? — Yes. 

1924.  Is  it  without  drainage? — All  the  villages  are,  practically  speaking,  undrained. 

1925.  Is  it  deficient  in  privy  accommodation? — lam  not  aware  of  any  decent  privy 
accommodation  in  almost  any  of  the  villages  of  Northumberland. 

1926.  Is  there  much  filth  about  the  houses? — About  all.  The  practice  in  Northumber- 
land is  to  have  deposits  of  things  extremely  repulsive  to  a well-educated  mind,  and  to  a 
person  possessed  of  any  instincts  of  decency.  They  have  their  middensteads  and  privy 
accommodation  together,  forming  large  horrible  masses  of  exposed  excrementitious  refuse, 
exposed  not  only  to  the  rain-fall,  but  constantly  to  the  sunshine. 
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1927.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Who  are  tlie  owners  of  Walker  ? — {Mr.  Town  Clerk.) 
— The  corporation  are  owners  of  the  fee.  but  it  is  let  on  building  leases  for  75  years,  the 
most  part  of  it, — the  part  that  is  built  on. 

1928.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk  to  the  lVitnc.<is.) — We  had  the  benefit  of  your  very  assiduous 
and  able  assistance  during  the  outbreak,  and  you  frequently  saw  tlie  sanitary  committee  of 
the  town  council  of  this  borough  ? — Yes. 

1929.  You  are  aware,  I dare  say,  that  they  sat  from  day  to  day? — I am. 

1930.  Did  j'ou  perceive  any  want  of  exertion  and  care  on  their  part  in  carrying  out  your 
recommendations  ? — No  ; I think  on  the  whole  they  were  very  active.  I should  hare  been 
glad  if  I could  have  impressed  them  with  a little  more  activity  in  the  way  of  the  suppression 
of  nuisances  ; and  I should  have  been  glad  if  they  had  been  good  enough  to  have  informed 
me  of  the  resolutions  they  arrived  at  in  my  absence,  and  handed  me  copies  of  their  minutes 
when  1 asked  for  them.  I think,  on  the  whole,  that  certain  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  cor- 
poration displayed  great  activity.  There  were  two  or  three  gentlemen,  more  particularly, 
who  had  charge  of  the  tent  accommodation,  who  took  a great  deal  of  pains  and  trouble  to 
endeavour  to  place  that  in  as  good  a position  as  they  could. 

1931.  Did  they  decline  to  carry  out  anything  which  you  reco  .. mended — for  instance, 
the  tent  accommodation  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

1932.  The  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  induced  them  to  believe  that  they  would  not  go 
to  the  tents  ; yet,  still  bevcause  yott  thought  it  desirable  and  necessary,  it  was  done  ? — I 
would  beg  to  state  in  reference  to  that,  that  the  tent  accommodation  was  suggested  by 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Grainger,  on  the  Sunday  morning  (4  a.m.)  after  my  arrival.  We  went 
to  the  telegraph  office,  and  got  the  arrangements  for  it  made  : it  was  his  particular  desire 
that  it  should  be  so,  and  I felt  myself  bound  to  carry  out  his  desires. 

1933.  [Dr.  liohinson.)  If  the  arrangements  which  you  completed  on  the  22d  of 
September,  or  similar  arrangements,  had  been  organized  by  the  8th  or  10th,  would  not 
there  have  been  a great  saving  of  human  life  in  all  probability? — If  these  arrangements 
had  been  organised,  not  merely  on  the  8th  or  1 0th,  but  if  they  had  been  organized 
antecedently  to  the  irruption  altogether,  the  advantages  would  have  been  still  more 
complete.  They  were  organized,  I believe,  at  as  early  a period  as  the  circumstances, 
under  which  the  medical  inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Health  acted,  enabled  tlfem  to 
organize  such  a machinery. 

1934.  Referring  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Sutherland,  in  the  epidemic  of  1849,  as  to  the 
advantages  obtained  from  the  board  of  guardians  and  the  local  authorities  securing  the 
general  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession  of  the  town,  in  your  opinion  might  not 
similar  advantages  have  resulted  had  that  co-operation  been  secured  in  this  instance? — 
I shall  be  glad  if  you  will  explain  to  me  what  you  mean  precisely  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  medical  pi-ofession. 

1935.  I shall  beg  permission  afterwards  to  put  in  extracts  from  the  report  of  Dr. 
Sutherland,  explaining  his  views  on  the  subject.  He  alluded  to  the  moral  influence  which 
the  whole  body  of  the  medical  profession  exercise,  and  to  the  advantages  of  their  local 
knowledge;  and  I think  that  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession,  if  I understand 
Dr.  Sutherland’s  views  correctly,  would  tend  to  secure  the  general  health  of  the  town, 
and  particularly  the  health  of  the  better  classes,  for  whose  protection  the  machinery  of 
the  Poor  Law  system  docs  not  seem  adequately  to  provide  in  my  opinion? — There  can  be 
no  question  that  a body  of  learned  and  self-devoted  men,  as  the  medical  profession  are, 
co-operating  with  the  Government  and  with  the  local  authorities  in  any  measure  for  the 
advantage  of  tlielr  fellow  beings,  woidd  be  a measure  of  the  highest  importance,  and  would 
tend  to  much  public  advantage. 

1936.  In  reference  to  the  meeting  of  September  the  20th,  to  whicli  you  have  alluded, 
was  any  irritation  or  disapprobation  exhibited  by  the  medical  men  of  Newcastle  towards 
each  other,  or  towards  the  General  Board  of  Plealth  ? — I am  bound  to  confess  that  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  understand  what  they  were  driving  at;  for  some  gentlemen  blamed 
the  local  authorities,  the  town  council,  or  the  coiqioration,  or  the  board  of  guardians  ; 
others  the  Board  of  Healtli  ; and  it  was  imjjossllde  to  make  out  what  was  w-anted.  I did 
ref|uest  the  advantage  of  the  co-operation  of  the  gentlemen  with  reference  to  a special 
point,  namely,  that  they  would  unite  in  determining  on  a formula  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people;  but  so  far  from  that  being  the  point  bi ought  under  consideration,  every  other 
point  was  brought  under  consideration  instead,  and  the  real  point  was  lost  sight  of,  and 
nothing  done  at  all. 

1937.  It  would  be  a difficult  thing  at  any  time  to  induce  the  medical  profession  of  any 
town  to  agree  upon  a single  formula  for  the  treatment  of  any  disease  ? — I beg  to  state, 
that  in  all  other  places  where  I have  been  there  has  been  no  difficulty  whatever  in  findino- 
the  proles, sion  co-operate  in  giving  one  common  foi-mula  for  the  treatment  of  the  early 
stages  of  choleraic  disease,  d'hc  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  the  faculty  of  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Glasgow,  and  the  local  medical  men,  in  a great  variety  of  cases,  have  united 
in  one  common  simple  formula  for  ll;e  treatmuit  of  the  elementary  stage  of  choleraic 
diarrhoea  each  medical  man,  of  course,  reserving  to  himself  his  perfect  right  to  act  in  a 
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case  under  liis  care  upon  his  own  discretion,  tlie  object  being  that  persons  not  qualified 
to  understand,  or  to  ti’eat  the  early  stages  of  choleraic  disease,  shall  have  prepared  lor  them 
by  competent  persons  such  a formula  as  shall  enable  them  to  dispense  meilicines  with 
safety. 

19.38.  You  allude  to  chemists  chiefiy,  I presume? — Yes;  chemists  and  druggists — and 
any  unprofessional  person  in  fact. 

1939.  In  censuring  or  blaming  the  arrangements  which  were  adopted,  we  ascribe  the 
defects  in  the  arrangements  in  a great  measure  to  the  circumstance  of  the  medical  profession 
not  having  been  convened  or  consulted  in  the  first  instance;  there  not  having  been  any 
communication  between  the  medical  profession  as  a body,  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  Of  course  it  is  important,  if  possible,  that  the  reason  for  this  departure  from 
what  should  seem  to  be  the  ordinary  course  should  be  discovered.  I beg  to  ask  you 
whether  you  were  aware  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  hesitation  in  calling  the  medical  profession  of 
this  town  together ; and  whether  that  hesitation,  or  disinclination,  was  the  result  of  any 
communications  which  he  received  from  the  authorities  of  the  corporation,  or  the  sanitary 
committee  of  the  town  council  ? — I have  no  reason  in  the  world  to  believe  that  any 
hesitation,  such  as  you  ascribe  to  Mr.  Grainger,  in  respect  of  meeting  the  medical  men, 
arose  in  any  way  of  the  kind.  I have  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Grainger  as  to 
what  were  the  views  that  he  entertained  on  the  subject,  but  I believe  his  time  was  so  much 
engaged  during  the  first  few  days  he  was  here  that  the  matter  could  not  receive  his  attention, 
and  I perceive  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  been  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  medical 
profession,  which  was  held  on  the  1 5th  of  the  month. 

1940.  [Mr.  Potter.)  Is  it  not  usual  to  call  together  at  any  rate,  if  not  the  profession  of 
the  town,  the  officers  belonging  to  the  principal  charities  of  the  town  ? — I do  not  know  the 
conduct  that  Dr.  Sutherland  has  pursued  in  all  instances,  and  1 do  not  know  what  conduct 
Mr.  Grainger  may  have  pursued  in  all  instances ; but  the  conduct  which  1 have  pursued 
(and  I must  in  this  case  speak  for  myself)  has  been  to  solicit  a meeting  of  the  local 
authorities  and  of  the  medical  officers  attached  to  the  board  of  guardians  or  the  parochial 
board  and  to  the  other  public  establishments,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  progress 
made  in  any  measures  in  relation  to  the  public  welfire  which  it  is  desirable  to  discuss; 
that  is  the  course  which  I have  adopted  in  nearly  every  instance,  and  where  I have  not 
adopted  it  I have  had  some  reason  for  not  doing  it,  such  as  the  impossibility  of  sparing 
the  time  ibr  it  in  a city  of  such  a size  as  Glasgow.  I have  not  yet  had  a meeting  there  of 
the  medical  faculty;  I have  had  a meeting  of  the  public  bodies,  the  l^ord  Provost,  and 
other  persons,  but  not  a meeting  of  the  medical  faculty  by  itself.  I,  however,  propose 
to  have  such  a meeting  as  early  as  possible  ; but  1 must  state  that  if  all  meetings  of  the 
medical  profession  were  to  be  such  as  I had  the  honour  to  attend  on  the  ‘20th  of  the 
month  at  the  Newcastle  infirmary,  1 should  certainly  not  be  desirous  to  place  myself  in 
the  presence  of  such  meetings. 

1941.  Might  not  that  feeling  arise  from  indignation  on  the  part  of  the  medical  gentle- 
men, at  not  having  been  summoned  together  at  an  earlier  period.'' — I do  not  know  what 
feelings  it  may  have  arisen  from.  I know  it  is  an  act  of  courtesy  to  a public  officer,  having 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  local  interests,  to  receive  him  with  a gentlemanly  demeanour, 
and  to  behave  well  to  him. 

194‘2.  {Chairina/n.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  wish  to  offer 
any  evidence  ? — I am  not  presently  aware  of  any  point  to  bring  before  the  Commissioners. 


The  witness  aftericurds  handed  in  a report  addressed  to  him  hy  Mr.  Lanyston,  one  of  the  medical 
visitors  in  Newcastle,  in  reply  to  certain  queries  addressed  to  him,  in  common  with  the  other 
medical  visitors,  by  the  witness.  Dr.  Gavin  ; and  from  that  repoi  t the  following  extracts  have  been 
made  as  bearing  on  the  subject  of  this  inquiry. 

Queries  and  Replies. 

I.  How  long  were  you  employed  as  medical  visitor? — Five  weeks. 

‘2.  In  what  registration  district  were  you  employed  ? — In  district  No.  4 in  St.  Peter’s 
and  Dent’s  Hole  (Byker  district). 

II.  In  the  cour.se  of  your  visitation  have  you  discovered  any  place,  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments of  which  were  tolerably  perfect,  yet  where,  nevertheless,  cholera  prevailed  ? — I 
have  not. 

12.  Has  there  been  any,  and  what  is  the  amount  of,  improvement  in  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  district  visited  by  you,  effected  since  the  outbreak  of  the  epidemic  ? — None 
whatever;  it  was  feared  that  the  stirring  up  of  so  much  noxious  and  putrid  matter  during 
the  epidemic  would  increase  the  evil,  and  all  yet  remains  the  same,  'fhere  were  not  even 
facilities  for  increased  cleanliness  during  the  epidemic  ; lor  where  water  has  to  be  paid  for 
at  per  pail  it  is  not  likely  that  the  usual  sluicing  out  and  washing  of  courts,  yards,  and 
passages,  would  be  done  by  the  poor,  nor  could  it  be  done  at  all.  Water  is  not  laid 
on,  there  are  no  drains  or  pavements,  and  if  alleys  were  sluiced  out  the  filth  would  only 
be  ivashed  into  the  unpaved  streets,  liom  which  it  could  not  be  further  transported,  there 
to  do  as  much  mischief  as  if  left  untouched. 
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13.  Have  the  nuisances  which  you  reported  been  abated,  and  to  what  extent  ? Have  Hector  Gavin,  Esq., 

the  poor  complained  mucli  of  nuisances  and  of  their  inability,  from  want  of  efficient  paving  M.  D. 

draining  and  scavenging,  to  remedy  their  condition  ? — The  nuisances  have  not  been  abated.  

The  poor  have  complained  much  of  them  and  of  their  inaliility,  from  want  of  sufficient  24th  Jan.  18.?4. 

uavinp’,  draining,  and  scaveniiinp-,  to  remedy  their  condition.  ^ ; 

VO’  o no  j Medical  Visitors 

No  scavenging  has  been  ever  known  in  the  district  I am  told,  from  an  authentic  source.  Replies  to  Queries, 
before  the  last  few  months:  since  then,  a private  individual  living  in  the  district  has 
employed  a solitary  man  at  his  own  cost  to  do  occasional  work.  Little,  however,  can  be  Byker  District. 
done  in  this  respect  until  other  improvements  are  completed  [set  about 

21.  Were  the  chief  causes  of  the  localization  of  the  disease,  in  your  opinion,  irremovable  ; 
that  is,  arising  from  unimprovable  structural  arrangenients  of  property  ? — All  are  remov- 
able, in  my  opinion. 

22.  Will  you  state  the  local  and  removable  causes  in  the  district  visited  by  you,  which 
have  contributed  to  the  localization  of  the  disease  ? — -Paving  and  drainimi;  of  streets  and 
yards;  the  cleansing  of  yards,  coiuts,  &c.,  by  the  removal  of  manure  and  other  putrefying 
masses;  the  emptying  of  privies  and  ash-pits;  the  closing  of  privies,  ash-pits,  and  cesspools 
adjacent  to  dwellings,  with  the  repairing  of  those  existing,  and  the  building  of  others  in 
suitable  situations.  The  use  of  stench  traps  for  drains  and  pans  with  water  laid  on  to 
privies;  spouting,  and  the  repairs  of  roofs,  to  obviate  dampness  of  walls,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  wet;  water  should  be  laid  on  in  plentiful  supply  to  every  house;  those  tenements 
not  amenable  to  this  treatment  to  be  condemned,  and  persons  prevented  from  living  in 
them  (there  are  several  deserving  this).  Overcrowding  to  be  disallowed:  this,  however, - 
would  find  a natural  remedy  if  more  houses  were  built,  for  the  people  would  eagerly  avail 
themselves  of  this. 

Private  speculation  here  is  insufficient  to  the  purpose,  evidently  because  it  is  the  interest 
of  the  owners  of  houses  and  proprietors  of  the  district  to  keep  up  the  present  abominable 
system,  as  the  property  returns  more  income  in  its  present  form.  It  would  seem  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  under  present  circumstances,  to  provide  sufficient  and  proper 
habitations  by  building  model  lodging-houses,  or  something  of  that  kind,  or  encourage 
others  to  do  so;  doubtless  it  would  pay  amply  for  the  outlay.  Street  lighting  is  also 
required.  Until  these  necessary  improvements  are  made,  disease  and  death  must 
flourish  here. 

23.  Has  overcrowding  of  persons  prevailed,  and  to  what  extent? — Overcrowding  prevails 
to  a deplorable  extent  ; I refer  in  proof  of  this  to  a report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district  in  anotiier  part  of  this  paper;  also  to  a report  upon  “Houses  in  Ropery  Bank,  Dent’s 
Hole,"  sent  in  bv  me  fluring  the  epidemic.  For  the  present,  I select  a singleinstance  illustrative 
of  the  fact.  John  M^Namee,  of  Chapel  Street,  St.  Peter’s,  his  wife  and  two  children, — four 
persons- — live  in  a single  room,  having  the  following  dimensions  : — the  room  is  about  7 feet 
wide  by  10  feet  long,  and  8-^  feet  or  9 feet  high.  They  all  sleep  in  one  bed  in  the  same 
room,  which  takes  up  so  much  of  the  floor  space  as  just  to  allow  of  a passage  round  it. 

There  is  no  ventilation,  and  the  allowance  of  air  would  be  about  1.50  cubic  feet  for  each 
human  being,  and  that  vitiated  not  only  by  the  carbonic  acid  of  their  own  respiration,  but 
by  the  exhalations  from  a heaped-up  midden,  a privy,  and  vault  close  against  the  wall  and 
window,  an  undrained  and  nnpaved  yard  strewed  with  excrementitious  and  other  matters, 
and  adjacent  to  others  in  the  same  state,  besides  the  exhalations  from  cooking  and  others  of 
domestic  origin.  This  must  be  equal  to  the  hold  of  a slave  ship.  See  statistics  of  over- 
crowding in  the  “ Sanitary  Report,"  with  this  paper. 

24.  Were  there  any  particular  classes  of  persons  peculiarly  affected  by  the  epidemic,  or 
exempted  from  its  operation  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  peculiar  proneness  or  exemption,  but 
I can  deny  what  has  been  stated  frequently,  that  workers  in  metal  were  exempt ; for 
many  cases  occurred  among  the  workmen  in  the  large  iron  works  of  this  locality. 

28.  Please  to  give  an  account  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, under  the  head  of — 

Location  of  houses ; 

Structural  arrangements  and  class  of  houses 

Space  allotted  to  dwelling-houses;  r 

House  accommodation,  that  is,  as  to  dust-bms,  cupboards,  coal  receptacles,  sinks,  fire- 
places ; 

Lodging-houses ; 
r " House  cleansing  by  drainage  ; 

House  cleansing  by  removal  of  refuse  ; 

Scavenging ; 

State  of  yards  and  enclosures  attached  to  houses; 

Privies  and  cesspools ; 

Paving  ; 

Street  cleansing,  state  of  streets,  alleys,  and  courts; 

Nuisances  ; 

^Vater  supply  ; 

Sickness,  disease,  and  mortality. 
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SaniTxVey  condition  of  St.  Peter’s  and  Dent’s  Hole,  (Bykeii  District)  Newcastle. 

They  are  both  situate  in  tlie  eastern  suburb  of  Newcastle,  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Tyne. 

The  highest  place  at  which  houses  stand  in  St.  Peter’s  is  probably  about  thirty  feet 
above  the  water  level,  and  the  greatest  distance  of  the  habitations  generally  Iroin  the  water’s 
edge  200  to  300  yards.  From  this  elevation  there  is  a gradual  incline  to  the  Tyne,  (thus 
the  whole  is  disposed  upon  planes  of  from  one  loot  to  tliiiTy  feet  above  water  level)  and 
would  be  admirably  adapted  tor  drainage  purposes. 

Dent’s  Hole,  at  the  extremity  adjoining  St.  Peter’s,  is  situated  topographically  in  the 
same  relation  with  the  rivei’,  having  half  or  two  thirds  its  population  on  the  same  plane 
with  St.  Peter’s  in  relation  with  the  river  level.  It  is  scattered  and  irregular,  and  besides 
this  half  or  two  thirds,  there  are  considerable  numbers  of  persons  occupying  rows  of  tene- 
ments situate  here  and  there  upon  the  summit  of  banks  or  cliffs  rising  seventy  or  eighty 
feet  above,  and  at  angles  of  60"*  or  70“  with  the  water;  these  places  1 shall  especially  refer 
to.  The  whole  extent  of  St.  Peter’s  and  Dent’s  Hole,  along  the  river’s  edge,  is  perhaps 
about  a mile. 

The  more  densly  populated  part  of  St.  Peter’s  consists  for  the  most  part  of  five  streets 
rutining  parallel  with  each  other,  almost  direct  north  and  south, w'ith  another  street  at  ri<rht 
angles,  traversing  the  southern  extremities  of  these,  and  between  this  last  and  the  Tj'ue  a 
space  of  from  seventy  to  eighty  yards  in  extent  intervenes,  filled  up  with  glass-houses  and 
ironworks. 

On  the  north  side  are  open  fields.  On  the  west  it  is  continuous  with  Newcastle,  and 
on  the  east  with  Dent’s  Hole,  d’here  are  other  more  or  less  scattered  and  imperfectly 
formed  streets  and  rows  of  habitations  eastward,  separated  from  the  river  by  St.  Peter’s 
Quay  and  Docks  for  shipbuilding. 


Class  of  Houses  and  Structural  Arvanyements, 

Mostly  houses  of  two  stories;  some  few  oidy  one,  having  lofts  above,  only  used  for 
lumber. 

The  structural  arrangement  is  very  bad,  for  in  almost  every  case  the  rooms  are  small 
and  low,  without  means  for  ventilation,  and  have  contracted  windows,  much  below  the 
ceiling.  Many  are  very  dark;  and  the  doorway — whereas  there  oltcn  is  only  one,  forming 
a cul  de  sac  within — is  generally  on  the  same  side  with  the  window. 


Space  allotted  to  DwclUnej-houses. 

Very  small  indeed ; houses  being  jammed  in  against  other  houses,  and  mingled  up  in 
close  and  confused  contact  or  near  proximity  with  privies,  cesspools,  cinders,  and  refuse, 
middens,  heaps  of  filth  of  every  description,  hovels,  and  other  buildings.  Yards  scarcely 
exist  for  the  few  square  I'cet  of  filth-bestrewed  surface  at  the  back  of  some  dwellings 
scarcely  deserve  the  name. 


House  accommodation  as  to  Dust-hins,  Cu])hoards,  Coal  Receptacles,  Sinks,  and 

Inrc-placcs. 

Half  the  district  perhaps  may  have  dnst-blns  of  some  description,  the  other  half  throw 
the  refuse  in  heaps  by  the  pid)lic  wayside,  in  some  instances;  in  others  between  the  backs  of 
houses  forming  a double  row,  and  the  sides  of  two  streets;  as  at  the  back  of  dwellirgs 
between  Glassbouse  Street  and  Chapel  Street,  where,  may  be,  a hundred  cartloads  of 
cinders  are  thrown  in  confusion,  mixed  up  with  fascal  matters,  urine,  animal  and  vegetable 
"arbao'e,  and  an  almost  endless  variety  of  other  decomposing  matters,  the  accumulation  of 
some  Years.  A surgeon  of  the  vicinity  assures  me  that  he  has  no  doubt  the  rice-water 
evacuations  of  the  epidemic  of  1849  help,  with  the  aid  of  the  same  fluid  of  this  epidemic 
of  ’o3,  to  moisten  these  heaps  of  refuse.  lYi’sons  still  continue,  in  the  absence  of 
privies,  tkc.  &c.,  o throw  from  their  houses  every  kind  of  pollution  upon  these  heaps. 
Cupboards  are  not  prehaps  deficient  generally;  coal  receptacles  frequently  are  ; in  these 
Instances  cupboards  within  the  room  occupied  by  the  family  supply  the  defect.  Sinks 
are  scarcely  to  be  found.  Very  little  is  to  be  observed  about  fire-places,  except  that  they 
arc  rudely  constructed  and  have  no  relation  in  their  position  to  ventilation,  but  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed  tolerably.  1 find,  however,  on  reference  to  my 
notes,  that  at  a place  called  Pitty  Mee,  in  Dent’s  Hole,  consisting  of  twelve  tenements  or 
rooms,  the  fire-places  generally  arc  falling  to  pieces. 

Lodging-houses. 

There  are  none. 

House  cleansing  hg  Removal  of  Refuse. 

The  houses  and  premises  almost  universally  are  choked  up  with  stinking  materials,  and 
there  had  been  no  change  up  to  my  departure. 
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House  clcansbiff  In/  Drainage, 

Tlie  district  may  be  fairly  said  to  have  no  drainage  or  sewerage  whatever. 

Scavenging 

For  the  most  part  wonid  be  of  no  utility,  where  the  roadways  and  paths  are  not  paved, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  properly  known.  With  regard  to  yards,  &c.,  I give  particulars  in  a 
house-to-house  report  vvliich  I have  added  to  lliis  jiaper,  fearing  many  of  iny  statements 
would  be  disbelieved  from  their  apparent  extravagance.  In  it  I have  given  names  of 
tenants,  &c.,  verbatim,  as  I took  it  down  in  visitation. 

Privies  and  Cesspools. 

In  almost  the  whole  district  of  Dent’s  Hole  not  a privy  exists,  and  persons  here  throw 
out  the  contents  of  utensils  used  within  the  only  room  they  have  for  household  purjtoses 
and  sleeping  in,  in -front  of  their  doors,  there  not  being  even  ash-pits  for  its  reception. 
Thus  at  a place  called  West  House,  at  the  extreme  east  ofDent’s  Hole,  and  bordering  upon 
St.  Anthony’s,  and  the  notorious  cholera  district  of  Walker,  there  are  in  all  eighty-four 
jiersons  occupying  only  tw^enty-four  rooms  and  sleeping  in  eighteen  beds.  Those  living  in 
the  front  and  two  sides  of  the  scpiare  throw  out  every  thing  before  their  doors;  drains  even 
being  absent,  except  one  at  the  back,  which  is  not  used  by  those  in  the  front  and  sides,  and 
which  is  in  itself  a nuisance,  being  close  to  the  doors  of  some  houses,  with  an  open  grate 
evolving  a loathsome  stench,  and  passing  beneath  the  floors  of  occupied  rooms,  the 
crevices  between  theboards  of  which  freely  admit  the  effluvium,  and  at  times  even  the  sewer 
fluid  itself,  and  always  keep  the  floors  wet.  Thus  on  referring  to  my  notes  on  this  place 
I find,  “ there  are  two  stinking  dilapidated  middens  for  reception  of  all  matters,  reeking 
‘‘with  noxious  gases  and  close  to  the  dwellings  of  some  families  ; the  walls  are  broken 
“ down,  and  one  privy  has  been  in  ruins  for  years,  the  wooden  seat  broken  down  and 
“ besmeared  with  dirt,  an  open  vault  filled  to  the  brim  with  liquid  night  soil,  the  roof  off  and 
“ excrement  lying  here  and  there  upon  the  door  so  as  to  make  entrance  impossible.  Not 
“ in  use.” 

At  Pitty  Mee,  a place  near,  occupied  by  eleven  families,  consisting  of  forty-eight  persons 
in  twelve  rooms,  and  sleeping  in  i'\enty-one  beds!  there  are  no  privies,  drains,  nor  middens. 
All  here  again  is  thrown  out  before  the  houses.  At  houses  on  Ropery  Bank,  Dent’s  Hole, 
(see  a special  report  of  those  by  me  sent  in  during  the  epidemic),  twelve  families  live  in 
twelve  rooms,  in  all  fifty-nine  persons,  lying  in  twenty-six  beds.  Of  this  place  the  same  is 
to  be  remarked  in  every  particular. 

I might  go  through  the  whole  district  ofDent’s  Hole,  reiterating  the  same  at  every  nest 
of  habitations.  In  William  Street,  St.  Peter’s,  a small  but  thickly  populated  street,  there 
are  six  privies,  private  to  twelve  families  numbering  seventy-six  persons,  and  these  are 
mostly  within  a few  feel  or  close  to  the  walls  and  doors  of  dwellings,  with  open  seats  which 
emit  a powerful  smell  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  other  gases.  The  remaining  thirty- 
six  families,  the  ascertained  numbers  of  thirty-two  of  them  being  in  the  aggregate  P2G 
]jersons,  and  four  other  families  whose  numbers  were  not  ascertained,  jterhaps  in  all  150 
persons,  have  no  jn'ovision  of  privies  of  any  kind.  These  either  throw  out  the  contents  of 
vessels  in  the  front  or  behind  the  dwellings,  or  it  collects  in  earthenware  pots  or  pails, 
standing  to  g;ive  off  its  fumes  during  the  day  in  the  single  room  of  the  family,  as  I have 
myself  frequently  seen,  to  be  carried  at  nightfall  to  the  top  of  the  street,  and  emptied  upon 
a piece  of  waste  ground  of  some  acre  or  two  in  extent;  there  polluting  the  atmosphere  close 
to  the  upper  tenements,  where  I have  seen  much  fever  and  diarrhoea,  for  it  is  the  nearest 
spot  which  is  the  one  commonly  selected  for  its  deposition.  This  is  not  all,  for  a gentle 
declivity  of  the  surface  from  the  open  ground  above  to  the  streets  below,  (for  this  is 
more  or  less  the  common  depot  to  the  five  streets  whose  extremities  open  into  this  space,) 
))crmits  the  rain,  in  the  absence  of  any  drainage,  to  wash  the  fermenting  and  putrefying 
fluids  from  this  spot  along  them  in  uneven  channels,  carved  out  upon  the  ground  by  the 
unaided  and  long  continued  passage  of  the  fluid  itself  in  its  course  to  the  Tyne,  wandering 
about  in  various  directions  until  it  arrives  there. 

Paving. 

Scattered  patches  of  laide  paving  are  found  here  and  there,  but  wdlh  the  e.xception  of 
a single  street  and  small  portions  of  one  or  two  others  where  there  :ire  some  general 
rotigh  pavements,  there  is  no  paving  ivhatever  either  in  St.  Peter  s or  Jdent’s  Hole,  and  1 am 
told  it  is  quite  impassable  for  wheel  carriages  in  some  places  in  winter.  This  I can 
readily  believe,  for  during  the  rains  of  my  visitation  in  October,  the  streets  became  ankle 
deep  in  black  mud,  and  streams  ol'  blackened  liquid  ran  along  them,  or  filled  the  rugged 
depressions  upon  their  surface. 

Street  Cleansing,  State  of  Streets,  Alleys,  and  Courts. 

Street  cleansing  has  been  remarked  upon  previously.  The  state  of  them  may  be  easily' 
imagined  from  what  has  been  described  (at  the  elevated  or  north  end  of  the  five  principal 
streets  is  a field  or  plot  where  the  debris  and  refuse  of  glass-houses,  potteries,  and  other 
manufactures  are  thrown,  carried  there  by  means  of  carts).  A handsome  sum  in  the 
aggregate,  1 am  informed,  is  obtained  by  the  owner  for  permission  to  cart  it  there.  It  is 
principally  the  residue  of  combustion,  cinders,  and  vitrified  matters,  often  put  there  in  a 
state  of  ignition,  and  for  a time  continues  to  burn  beneatb  the  surface,  leaving  a crust 
above  deceptive  of  solidity ; and  it  is  current  among  the  people  of  the  district  (with  what 
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amount  of  truth  I cannot  certify)  that  several  children  at  a recent  period  have  been  burnt 
to  death  by  the  giving  way  of  this  crust,  and  their  falling  into  the  lieaied  mass  beneath  while 
playing  upon  it,  it  being  many  feet  in  depth. 

This  is  the  spot  spoken  of  before  as  the  depot  for  the  ordure  and  filth  from  the  various 
streets  in  the  absence  of  privies  and  middens.  Here,  exposed  to  an  extensive  surface, 
flowing  down  the  streets  and  stagnating  in  their  hollows,  liie  filth  steams  olf  its  effluvium, 
congenial  to  epidemic  diseases.  The  remaining  principal  street  is  the  one  running  east 
and  west  at  the  bottom  of  the  others,  and  to  which  all  these  nuisances  have  a tendency 
to  flow.  Backed  by  the  before  spoken  of  glass-houses  (factories),  iron  works,  and  potteries, 
that  lie  between  this  street  and  the  river  here,  scores  of  chimneys,  large  and  small,  pour 
forth  one  almost  unceasing  cloud  of  black  smoke,  which  loads  the  atmosphere  with  carbon, 
and  the  gases  of  combustion;  at  times  thickening  the  air  like  a fog,  the  particles  falling- 
like  a black  sleet  on  everything  around,  rendering  the  ground,  the  houses,  and  all  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  same  murky  colour.  The  factories  on  the  one  side,  and  the  extended  field 
space  for  abominations  of  all  kinds  on  the  other,  and  the  midspace  crowded  with  human 
beings  living  in  close  unventilated  rooms  mingled  up  with  manure  heaps,  middens,  and 
privies,  in  confused  masses,  render  this  a painful  prospect  to  contemplate,  in  a time  when 
death  hovers  about  in  the  shape  of  a terrible  epidemic.  To  finish  tlie  picture,  1 will  add 
that  pigs  wander  freely  about  the  streets,  as  I have  seen  them  do  generally  in  the  suburbs 
of  Newcastle,  but  not  so  very  numerous  in  my  district  ; and  a great  anomaly  holds  here — 
in  the  midst  of  the  great  coal  producing  district,  there  is  no  gas  nor  any  light  whatever 
in  the  streets  at  night,  in  such  a densely  populated  extension  of  Newcastle,  consisting 
of  several  thousand  inhabitants  (1  do  not  know  the  exact  population — I believe  about 
three  thousand).  In  walking  the  dark  streets  by  night,  you  are  apt  to  come  into 
contact  with  rain-water  casks  set  up  in  front  of  the  houses  to  receive  the  spout  water, 
and  cautiously  feel  your  way  with  your  feet,  constantly  risking  the  dropping  into  gullies 
of  fluid  or  mud. 


Nuisances. 

No  special  ones  beyond  those  spoken  of 


Hater  Supply. 

Very  bad  in  St.  Peter’s,  where  there  is  not  a single  well  nor  pump  in  the  place  that  1 
can  make  out,  although  I am  told,  if  permitted  to  be  sunk,  there  is  very  good  water  almost 
close  to  the  suiface.  fhe  Elswick  Water  Company’s  pipes  are  laid  down  in  most  of  the 
streets,  but  are  only  admitted  to  a lew  houses  in  William-street.  A man,  1 believe, 
attends  daily,  and  opens  a plug  in  Gray-street  to  retail  water  out  at  a halfpenny  per  pail 
to  the  neighbourhood.  Great  complaint  is  made  that  the  landlords  will  not  be  at  the 
trouble  to  carry  the  water  into  the  dwellings. 

Sickness,  Disease,  and  Mortality. 

1 cannot  give  any  complete  account  of  this  kind;  it  may  be  judged  of  from  the  partial 
return  I shall  now  pi'oceed  to  make.  I saw  many  cases  of  fever  during  my  stay.  Diarrhcea, 
cholex'a,  &c.,  prevailed  extensively,  and  it  lingered  here  last  of  any  district  in  Newcastle. 

.John  Langston, 

Third  year’s  .Student  at  the  London  Hospital  College 
of  Medicine;  Prize  Student  in  Surgery,  Medicine, 
Botany,  Forensic  Medicine;  previously  (fc.,  in 
the  epidemic  of  1849)  Cholera  Medical  Visitor 
in  the  City,  (East  District  of  the  West  London 
Union), 

Medical  Visitor. 

Date,  15tb  November  1853. 


C.  J.  Gibb.  Esq. 


Charles  John  Gibb,  Esq.,  sworn. 

1943.  (Chairman.)  You  are,  I bebeve,  resident  surgeon  and  secretary  to  the  infirmary? 
— Yes,  I am. 

1944.  For  how  many  years  have  you  been  so? — I have  been  five  years  house  surgeon. 
I was  assistant  in  the  infirmary  five  years  before  that. 

1945.  Have  you  taken  any  part  in  the  preparation  of  the  reports  of  the  infirmary,  or 
otherwise  been  cognizant  of  their  contents? — -Yes,  of  late  years. 

1946.  Have  you  taken  a prominent  part  in  drawing  them  up  ? — Yes. 

1947.  Do  you  see  any  reason  why  we  should  doubt  any  of  the  statements  of  fact,  or 
any  of  the  expressions  of  opinion  which  are  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  other  medical 
institutions  of  this  town,  with  regard  to  the  epidemics  which  have  occurred  here,  and  the 
causes  which  may  have  led  to  or  aggravated  those  epidemics  ? — I think  they  are  all 
correct. 

1948.  As  secretary  to  the  infirmary  you  come  in  contact  with  a good  many  of  the 
members  of  the  medical  jrrofession  ? — I do. 
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1949.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  alleged  that  this  outbreak  of  cholera  commenced  with 
persons  who  had  themselves  come  from  any  previously  infected  districts,  or  who  had  come 
in  immediate  contact  with  other  persons  who  had  so  done? — Yes,  I have  heard  that 
alleged : but  at  the  same  time  I do  not  think  the  disease  was  imported  into  this  town  by 
one  or  two  individuals  from  other  localities. 

1950.  You  do  not  think  that  the  epidemic  here  was  owing  to  what  we  may  call  imme- 
diate importation  from  abroad  ? — -I  do  not. 

1951.  Does  your  practice  as  resident  surgeon  lead  you  out  at  all  into  the  town,  so  as  to 
familiarize  you  with  the  state  of  the  districts? — It  does  not. 

1952.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  district  of  the  town,  which  would 
enable  you  to  express  a confident  opinion  on  its  sanitary  state  ? — No,  I think  I have 
not  such  a knowledge,  and,  therefore,  I am  not  competent  to  give  any  opinion  upon  that 
point. 

1953.  Had  you  occasion,  in  the  course  of  the  period  shortly  preceding  the  recent  out- 
break, to  notice  the  state  of  the  water  ? — Yes,  I had. 

1954.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  favour  us  with  your  views  on  that  subject? — I think 
the  water,  for  some  time  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  epidemic,  was  very  bad 
water  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  full  of  sand ; whether  it  was  full  also  of 
organic  matter  or  not  I cannot  say. 

1955.  As  far  as  the  eye  went  was  it  objectionable  ? — Yes. 

1956.  Did  you  ever  smell  it  to  be  offensive  ? — No. 

1957.  Then  you  would  not  express  a confident  opinion  as  to  the  water  having  been  bad 
in  respect  of  contamination  by  any  decomposing  organic  matter? — No. 

1958.  You  merely  know  that  it  was  turbid,  and  looked  dirty  ? — Yes. 

1959.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  it  might  have  on  the  health  ? — 
I think  it  was  decidedly  detrimental  to  health. 

1960.  Did  you  think  it  necessary  to  make  any  suggestion  to  your  patients  as  to  its  use 
or  disuse  ? — No  ; we  used  it  in  the  infirmary. 

1961.  Did  you  think  it  requisite  to  employ  any  filtering  apparatus? — We  were  accus- 
tomed to  allow  it  to  stand  for  a short  time  before  using  it. 

1962.  Did  you  resort  to  any  extraordinary  precautions  of  that  sort? — No. 

1963.  If  you  had  entertained  a confident  opinion  that  it  was  seriously  deleterious,  I 
suppose  you  would  have  thought  it  requisite  so  to  do  ? — Certainly. 

1964.  There  is  a curious  matter  respecting  the  water  to  which  I would  draw  your 
attention,  viz.,  that  on  the  15th  Septembei'  the  water  company  ceased  to  pump  from  the 
Tyne,  and  that  on  that  day  the  mortality,  which  had  been  increasing  steadily  from  six  on 
the  1st  of  September,  had  risen  to  106  ; that  for  the  next  four  days  the  mortality 
remained  at  about  the  same  figure,  namely,  114,  103,  102,  and  110;  and  that  on  the  fifth 
day  after  they  ceased  to  take  water  from  the  Tyne  the  mortality  fell  to  80,  and  from  that 
time  forth  decreased  as  steadily  as  it  had  before  increased.  Do  you  conceive  that  to  be  a 
mere  coincidence ; or  do  you  think  we  should  be  warranted  in  supposing  any  relation  of 
cause  and  effect  to  have  existed  ? — I think  that  most  probably  it  is  a coincidence.  I 
believe  all  epidemics  have  their  period  of  increase  and  duration  ; and  then  they  fall 
away. 

1965.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  favour  us  with  your  opinion  as  to  the  instance  of  the 
comparative  immunity  of  the  garrison  ? — I think  that  the  men  of  the  garrison  were  men 
in  very  robust  health,  and  that  therefore  they  would  be  comparatively  proof  against  the 
disease. 

1966.  Less  predisposed? — Less  predisposed  than  the  ordinary  inhabitants.  I believe  I 
speak  truly  when  I state  that  in  the  foot  corps  there  had  been  no  death  during  a long- 
period  before  the  epidemic.  The  surgeon  is  a friend  of  mine,  and  I remember  his  teUing 
me  that. 

1967.  Would  you  ascribe  the  immunity  of  the  garrison  whoUy  to  that  cause,  namely, 
that  the  men  were  able-bodied  and  of  robust  health  ? — Certainly  not. 

1968.  Would  you  attribute  any  share  in  the  securing  of  that  immunity  to  the  precau- 
tionary measures  of  sanitary  regulation,  diet,  and  prompt  treatment  ?- — I tlfink  the  sani- 
tary regulations  and  prompt  treatment  would  be  a veiy  etfective  means  of  warding  off 
the  epidemic. 

1969.  Will  you  favour  us  with  your  opinion  on  the  question  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Board  of  Health  officers  during  the  late  epidemic  ? — So  far  as  I witnessed  the  conduct  of 
the  officei  s of  the  Board  of  Health,  I think  they  behaved  like  gentlemen,  and  did  all 
tliey  could  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  epidemic. 

1970.  I should  like  to  have  your  opinion  fully? — I think  tliey  did  all  they  could  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 

1971.  Would  you  countenance  any  charges  against  them  ?— No,  certainly  not. 

1972.  Would  you  like  to  add  anything  to  the  evidence  which  we  have  already  elicited 
from  you  ? — I am  not  very  sure  whether  you  have  asked  any  of  the  medical  gentlemen 
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who  have  been  examined  any  question  concerning  the  condition  of  the  air  at  the  time 
of  the  epidemic. 

1973.  We  shall  be  happy  to  hear  your  opinion  ? — It  appears  to  me  that  the  prevalence 
of  the  epidemic  greatly  depended  upon  the  condition  of  tlie  weather  at  that  time.  The 
air  was  very  close  and  hot,  and  appeared  to  the  senses  to  be  in  a state  most  favourable  to 
the  spread  of  an  epidemic. 

1974.  I suppose  the  influence  of  the  wen  Mi  er  on  the  health  would  be  approximately 
constant  for  all  districts  of  the  town  ? — Y es. 

1975.  So  that  it  would  not,  in  any  degree,  tend  to  explain  the  di.sproportion  of 
mortality  between  different  localities  ? — Certainly  not. 

1976.  Is  it  within  your  own  knowledge  that  ague  is  a disease  almost  unknown  in  the 
infirmary  now  ?- — Yes.  1 have  not  seen  a case  from  the  neighbouring  counties  for  some 
years.  We  see  many,  however,  from  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire. 

1977.  Have  you  heard,  or  do  you  believe,  that  in  former  years  it  was  exceedingly 
common  ? — Yes.  I made  inquiries  into  that  point,  and  found  that  in  former  years 
it  was. 

1978.  Do  you  think  that  such  diseases  as  catarrh  and  rheumatism  have  decreased  of 
late  in  an  equal  degree  ? — Certainly  not  in  an  equal  degree. 

1979.  Supposing  any  one,  from  the  rapid  decrease  of  ague  and  the  less  rapid  diminution 
of  catarrh  and  rheumatism,  should  infer  that  the  agricultural  districts  in  the  vicinity  of 
Newcastle  had  improved  in  respect  of  drainage  more  rapidly  than  the  tenements  of  the 
town  of  Newcastle,  would  you  be  disposed  to  confirm  such  an  inference  ? — I am  not  sure 
that  catarrh  and  rheumatism  depend  upon  the  drainage  of  the  town. 

1980.  Supposing  it  should  appear  that  in  considerable  districts  of  this  town,  built,  as 
it  is,  almost  entirely  upon  clay,  owing  to  the  absorption  of  the  surface-water  into  the 
brickwork  of  the  walls,  the  walls  of  living  and  sleeping  rooms  were  not  unfrequently 
damp  both  to  the  eye  and  to  the  touch,  would  you  not  consider  that  those  were  circum- 
stances which  would  very  materially  tend  to  the  causation  of  catarrh  and  rheumatism  ? — 
They  would  tend,  undoubtedly,  to  catarrh  and  rheumatism  ; but  the  vicious  habits  of  the 
people  themselves  would  also  tend  very  materially  to  the  same  results,  independently 
of  any  such  consideration. 

1981.  Then  you  would  not  countenance  the  idea  that  these  disea.ses  had  been  exclusively 
owing  to  the  damp  and  im wholesome  condition  of  the  tenements  of  those  classes  ? — Not 
altogether. 

1982.  Would  you  countenance  it  to  any,  and  to  what  extent? — I certainly  think  they 
are  very  active  agents  in  the  production  of  those  disea.ses,  biit  that  they  are  not  the  sole 
causes  of  those  diseases. 


1983.  How  far  would  you  be  disposed  to  countenance  the  conclusion  to  which  I have 
alluded,  namely,  that  these  facts  tend  to  prove  that  the  town  has  not,  in  this  respect, 
improved  so  fast  as  the  coimtry  ? — I think  that  ague  is  produced  by  the  decomposition  of 
vegetable  matters  in  marshy  districts ; and  I think  that  the  diminution  of  ague,  in  fact 
the  almost  total  disappearance  of  it  as  a disease,  shows  that  the  country  districts  have  been 
very  ginatly  improved  indeed  ; but  I do  not  think  that  catarrh  and  rheumatism  would 
decrease  in  the  same  extent,  if  even  you  produced  the  same  amount  of  improvement  in  the 
town. 

1984.  Not  in  the  same  degree  ? — No. 

1985.  Catarrh  and  rheumatism  are  not  so  distinctly  and  exclusively  traceable  to  damp- 
ness of  dwellings,  as  ague  is  to  dampness  of  district? — No. 

1986.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  which  you  wish  to  observe? — No. 

1987.  I see  your  name  attached  to  the  report  of  the  medical  committee  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  to  Robert  Rawlinson,  Esq.  ; do  you  still  entertain 
the  opinions  that  were  then  expressed  in  that  document ; or  are  you  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  it  to  be  able  to  say  whether  you  do  or  not  ? — Yes. 

1988.  You  confirm  these,  as  well  as  the  reports  of  the  medical  institutions? — Yes. 


^J.  S.  Pearse,  Esq , 


John  Samuel  Peaese,  Esq.,  sworn. 

1989.  {Chairman)  You  are  house  surgeon  to  the  dispensary  of  this  town? — YYs  ; lam 
house  surgeon  to  the  dispensary,  and  medical  officer  to  the  fever  hospital. 

1989a.  You  have  been  connected  with  those  institutions  for  some  years? — I have,  been 
connected  with  them,  in  one  way  or  another,  about  twelve  years  altogether. 

1990.  You  would  be  disposed  to  express  your  concurrence  in  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments and  the  accuracy  of  the  opinions  contained  in  the  reports  of  those  institutions  ? 
— Yes. 


1991.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Gibb  state,  that  in  his  opinion  the  recent  epidemic  had  not 
been  due  to  importation  ? — I do  not  think  it  was.  Not  to  an  importation  by  body,  but 
to  coutio’ion  through  the  atmosphere. 
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1992.  Has  your  practice  led  you  out  into  the  town  at  large,  so  as  to  render  you  familiar 
with  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it? — Yes  ; it  continually  takes  me  out  into  the  town.  I am 
visiting  about  all  parts  of  it  constantly. 

1993.  What  is  your  opinion  of  tlie  state  of  the  town,  say  on  the  1st  of  August  1853, 
or  of  those  districts  of  the  town  with  which  you  were  most  acquainted  in  a sanitary 
point  of  view? — I think  that  they  were  much  as  usual.  I did  not  see  that  they  were 
any  worse  at  that  time  than  at  previous  times.  They  probably  were  in  their  ordinary 
condition— not  a very  good  condition — in  a sanitary  point  of  view. 


J.  S.  Pear  it,  Esq. 
21st  Jan.  1854, 


1994.  In  your  opinion,  was  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  at  the  outbreak  of 
1853,  materially  better  than  it  was  six  years  before  that? — I think  the  state  of  the 
town  has  been  better  than  it  was  when  I remember  it  six  years  ago.  I think  I have 
seen  improvement  in  the  town. 

1995.  Are  you  comparing  what  it  was  six  years  ago  with  what  it  is  now,  or  with 
what  it  was  on  the  1st  of  August  1853  ? — With  what  it  was  on  the  1st  of  August  1853. 

1996.  In  respect  of  details,  would  your  familiarity  with  those  districts  suggest  to  you 
that  the  town  was  adequately  sewered  ?■— I do  not  think  it  is  adequately  sewered.  1 
know  many  places  which  are  not  sewered  that  ought  to  be  sewered,  to  be  in  a proper 
sanitary  condition. 

1997.  Can  you  mention  any  such  places  ‘u^ithin  the  limits  of  the  ancient  boi'ough  ? — I 
know  a place  behind  Blackett-street — a lane.  I should  think  it  Avas  Avithin  the  limits  of 
the  borough. 

1998.  And  do  you  know  Sandgate  ?— Yes. 

1999.  Do  you  know  Pandon  ? — Yes. 

2000.  And  Wall  Knoll? — Yes. 

2001.  And  All  Saints  generally? — Yes. 

2002.  With  reference  to  house  drainage,  Avhat  is  your  opinion  ? — I think  that  that  is 
not  so  good  as  it  might  be.  I dare  say  it  is  as  good  as  in  tlie  generality  of  toAvns,  but  it 
is  not  so  good  as  it  might  be  made. 

2003.  {Mr.  Bateman^  In  the  poorer  districts,  does  house  drainage  exist  at  all  ? — No, 
the  filth  is  throAvn  out  and  runs  off. 


2004.  {Chairman)  In  going  into  the  tenements  in  those  districts,  did  you  habitually 
or  frequently  find  “kits”  full  of  excrements  in  the  rooms? — Yes,  it  was  very  frequently 
the  case. 

2005.  And  on  the  stair  heads  ? — On  the  stair  heads. 

2006.  And  Avas  it  from  such  facts  as  those  that  you  dreAV  your  conclusion  that  the 
toAvn  could  not  be,  and  Avas  not,  adequately  seAvered  or  drained? — I took  it  more  as  a 
proof  of  the  A\^ant  of  places  for  the  people  to  go  to.  There  Avere  no  privies  or  water- 
closets,  and  they  Avere  obliged  to  make  use  of  those  utensils. 

2007.  You  ascribed  it  to  Avant  of  priA^y  accommodation  ? — The  Avant  of  privy  accom- 
modation. The  same  thing  also  exists  in  most  other  parts  of  the  toAAui.  I Avould  not 
confine  my  observations  simply  to  those  districts  which  have  been  mentioned. 

2008.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  performed,  or  Avitnessed  the  result  of,  surgical  operations 
in  those  poorer  localities? — No,  we  have  very  little  to  do  Avith  that.  The  dispensary  is 
more  a medical  institution. 


2009.  {Chairman.)  In  your  acquaintance  Avith  Sandgate,  you  Avould  havm  had  occasion 
to  notice  the  way  in  Avhich  that  “ ancient  city  ” is  built — tlie  general  form  of  the 
construction  of  the  houses  ? — Yes. 

2010.  Back  to  back,  so  as  to  have  no  thorough  Amntilation,  and  Avith  such  narroAV 
chinks  between  front  and  front  as  almost  to  exclude  the  sun  and  ah-.  What,  tlien,  is 
your  opinion  of  such  an  habitual  form  of  house  construction  ? — I tliink  it  is  very  bad 
indeed. 


2011.  We  liave  had  very  strong  opinions  expressed  hereupon  that  point  ? — I do  not 
see  that  that  applies  to  Sandgate  alone.  Other  parts  of  the  toAvn  are  just  as  bad. 

2012.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  May  Sandgate  be  taken  as  a type  of  the  Avhole  toAvn,  AAdth  the 
exception  of  some  more  modern  streets  and  buildings  ?— I think  Sandgate  is  ratlier  clean 
compared  with  some  other  parts. 

2013.  {Chxdrrna/n.)  0|)inions  haAm  been  expressed  here  to  the  effect  that  no  practicable 
alteration  or  improvement  of  a district  so  radically  misconstructed  could  e\’er  put  it  into 
a proper  sanitary  condition  ? — You  could  not  put  it  into  a model  sanitary  condition. 

2014.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  A desirable  sanitaiy  condition? — I think  it  Avould  be  Amiy  diffi- 
cult to  do  that. 

2015.  {Chairma/n.)  Without  going  into  farther  detail,  may  I take  it  to  be  your 
opinion  that  there  are  considerable  districts  Avithin  the  limits  of  the  ancient  boro\igh, 
Avhose  sanitary  condition,  in  respect  of  sewers,  drains,  privies,  ash-pits,  scavenage,  over- 
crowding, ventilation,  and  so  on,  is  and  was  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  in  1853  far 
from  satisfactory  ? — Yes  ; that  is  my  opinion. 
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2016.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Are  you  aware  of  the  precise  bounds  of  the  ancient  borough  ? 
— I am  not  aware  of  the  exact  bounds  ; but  there  are  certainly  places  to  which  all  th^ese 
remarks  will  apply. 

2017.  {Chairman.)  Confining  your  remarks  to  what  is  within  the  borough,  would  you 
be  of  opinion  that  at  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853,  the  districts  of  Sandgate,  Pandon, 
Wall  Knoll,  and  thereabouts,  Pandon  Dean,  and  so  on,  were,  in  those  points  which  I have 
just  mentioned  to  you,  in  a far  from  satisfactory  condition  ? — They  were  in  a far  from 
satisfactory  condition. 

2018.  You  had  occasion,  probably,  as  a medical  man,  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  state 
of  the  water  ? — The  water  was  what  I call  very  bad, — I mean  very  bad  in  respect  of 
quality.  It  struck  me  at  once,  on  running  it  out  of  the  taps  in  the  institution,  that  it 
was  very  bad.  It  had  a bad  smell. 

2019.  (ilfr.  Simon.)  What  bad  smell  ? Do  you  mean  a smell  of  putrefaction? — A sort 
of  stink  ; particularly  in  a bath,  or  where  there  was  any  extent  of  surface,  you  could  smell 
it  at  once. 

2020.  A large  volume  of  water,  collected  as  in  a bath,  gave  out  an  offensive  smell  ? 

Yes ; I smelt  it. 

2021.  Did  it  happen  to  you  to  taste  the  water  ?— I carefully  avoided  doing  so. 

2022.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Did  anybody  drink  it  at  that  time  in  Newcastle? — I think  a 
great  many  people  must  have  done  so  ; they  could  not  get  sufficient  water  without ; but 
we  had  a pant  near  to  the  institution.  I believe  they  got  all  the  drinking  water  from 
that. 

2023.  {Mr.  Simon.)  The  establi.shment  got  its  water  from  the  pant? — Yes. 

2021.  Are  we  to  understand  you  that  you  officially,  as  a resident  medical  officer  there, 
made  that  arrangement,  and  dissuaded  the  inmates  from  the  use  of  the  Whittle  Dean 
water  ; or  was  that  accidental  ? — During  the  first  part  of  the  cholera  I advised  all  in  the 
institution  not  to  take  that  water,  but  to  use  the  pant  water. 

2025.  Before  that  time  had  they  used  the  Whittle  Dean  water  ? — We  were  in  the 
constant  habit  of  using  the  Whittle  Dean  water. 

2026.  And  in  consequence  of  this  change  in  its  quality  you  recommended  its  disuse  ? — 
Yes. 

2027.  Were  there  complaints  made  to  you  officially  of  the  cpiality  of  the  water  ? — No  ; 
I cannot  say  that  there  were  any  complaints  made  to  me  officially. 

2028.  By  “ officially,”  I mean  by  servants  of  the  institution  ? — Friends  and  others  in 
the  institution,  assistants  and  so  on,  complained  to  me  of  the  water  being  so  bad. 

2029.  Did  they  also  complain  of  the  smell  of  it? — Yes.  I cannot  speak  from  personal 
observation  ; but  I was  informed  that  it  was  worse  in  the  Westgate  district. 

2030.  Was  complaint  made  in  the  institution  of  the  taste  of  the  water  ? — When  I saw 
that  the  water  was  so  bad,  I immediately  recommended  that  no  one  should  use  it,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  not  one  in  the  institution  did  use  it. 

2031.  You  made  no  chemical  examination  of  the  water  ? — I did  not.  I had  no  time  to 
do  so. 

2032.  {Chairman?)  Had  you  occasion  to  form  any  opinion  witli  reference  to  the  gas  ? 
— The  gas  is  not  at  all  satisfactory  ; it  is  not  very  good. 

2033.  Do  you  think  that  you  can  trace  any  appreciable  bad  influence  on  the  public  health 
from  the  use  of  it  ?—  I cannot  say  that  I can  trace  any  appreciable  effect ; but  I think 
that  there  may  have  been  an  influence  at  work. 

2034-.  With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Health  officers,  will  you  favour 
us  with  your  opinion  ? — I am  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Health  officers 
Avas  very  praiseworthy  indeed.  I believe  that  they  did  the  utmost  that  they  possibly 
could,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  called  upon  to  act. 

2035.  Should  you  feel  inclined  to  bring,  or  to  countenance,  any  charge  in  any  way 
inculpatory  of  them  or  their  exertions  ? — No,  I should  not  sanction  any  censure  at  all 
upon  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  as  individuals.  I think  that  they  exerted 
themselves  to  the  utmost,  so  fai’  as  they  possibly  could.  They  were  placed  in  peculiar 
circumstances,  I consider ; and  this  may  have  operated  against  them,  and  have  prevented 
their  exertions  from  being  so  immediately  and  so  properly  appreciated  as  they  would 
haAm  been  under  other  circumstances.  But,  so  far  as  they  could,  I believe  that  they  were 
very  solicitous,  and  did  the  utmost  of  their  endeaAmurs. 

2036.  {Mr.  Simon.)  To  what  circumstances  do  you  refer  as  likely  to  liave  operated 
against  them  ? — I think  the  state  of  parties  in  this  town,  and  the  feeling  Avhich  existed, 
made  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  any  gentleman  who  was  placed  in  the  position  of  one 
of  these  officers  to  carry  out  his  views  with  that  vigour  and  decision  and  celerity  with 
which  he  would  have  done  had  that  state  of  matters  not  existed. 

2037.  {ChaArman.)  You  think  that  that  may  have  embarrassed  and  hampered  them  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  ? — I do  think  that  it  embarrassed  them. 
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2038.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Did  it  happen  to  you,  in  respect  of  your  office,  to  be  Inmight  into 
close  relations  with  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  ? — Yes,  it  did.  At  first  I was  not  brought 
much  into  personal  contact  with  Mr.  Grainger,  but  I made  a point  of  attending  all  tlie 
meetings  of  the  board  of  guardians,  Avith  a view  of  seeing  and  ascertaining  all  that  was 
going  on  under  their  directions,  in  order  that  I might  work  the  institution  with  which  I 
was  connected  in  such  a manner  as  to  co-operate  with  them  as  far  as  possible,  and  to 
render  it  as  useful  as  possible  under  the  circumstances  ; and  during  that  period  I could 
see  very  clearly  that  there  Avas  a trammel.  There  was  at  first  a Avant,  as  I may  call  it, 
of  a properly  organised  co-operation  between  us.  That  I could  scarcely  blame  any  person 
at  all  for,  under  the  circumstances.  Considering  the  suddenness  of  the  outbreak,  I think 
that  things  fell  into  order,  perhaps,  as  cpiickly  as  could  be  expected. 

2039.  (Chairman.)  Adverting  to  the  circumstances  then  in  operation,  would  it  not 
have  been  exceedingly  difficult  at  that  time  to  have  secured  the  co-operation  of  the 
medical  body  generally? — Yes  ; I have  a very  strong  opinion  upon  that  point.  I think 
such  a thing  would  have  been  totally  impossible.  What  we  required  was  a stranger,  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  decision,  Avho  would  not  care  for  anybody  that  was  here,  or  any 
opposition  that  he  might  have  happened  to  meet  with. 

2040.  [The  Clerk  to  the  hoard  of  guardians.)  Did  Dr.  Gavin  come  up  to  your  views 
on  that  score  ? — I think  he  tlid.  I was  Amry  Avell  pleased  with  Dr.  Gavin. 

2041.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Would  it  not  tfxke  some  time  for  a stranger  to  the  toAvn  to  make 
himself  acquainted  Avith  this  embarrassing  state  of  affairs,  to  ascertain  the  existence  of 
such  difficulties,  and  get  over  them  ? — Yes.  I think  a perfect  stranger  to  the  town  would 
first  try  to  reconcile  matters. 

2042.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  And  Avould  find  it  impossible  ? — And  would  find  it  impossible ; 
and,  consequently,  the  next  step  taken  would  be  the  one  that  Avas  taken. 

2042a.  (Chairman.)  Not  to  seek  to  reconcile  them  ? — Not  to  seek  to  reconcile  them  so 
much,  but  to  act  more  independently. 


Mr.  George  Forster,  sworn. 

2043.  [Mr.  Simon.)  You  are  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  for  this  union  ? — I am. 

2044.  You  are  cognizant,  therefore,  of  their  medical  arrangements  ? — I am. 

2045.  Into  how  many  medical  districts  is  the  entire  union  of  NeAVcastle  divided  ? — Five. 

2046.  Who  are  the  medical  officers  ? — The  medical  officer  of  No.  1 district  is 
Mr.  William  Winship,  No.  2,  Mr.  William  NeAvton,  No.  3,  Mr.  Henry  Harvey,  No.  4, 
Mr.  T.  F.  McNay,  and  No.  5.  Mr.  John  Sang. 

2047.  Should  we,  in  your  judgment,  be  able  to  collect  from  the  evidence  of  those  five 
gentlemen,  an  accurate  notion  of  the  sanitaiy  conditions  in  Avhich  the  poorer  population 
of  Newcastle  subsist  ? — Yes,  I should  apprehend  so. 

2048.  That  their  practice  gives  them  daily  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  Avith 
the  conditions  of  the  poorer  localities  throughout  the  whole  union? — I have  no  doubt 
of  it. 

2049.  That  their  evidence,  taken  in  the  aggi’egate,  would  convey  to  us  a right  impres- 
sion ?— A very  correct  notion  of  the  condition  of  those  classes  of  people  whom  they  attend. 

2050.  (Chairman.)  The  five  medical  districts,  I believe,  are  distinguished  as  St. 
Nicholas  and  St.  John's,  All  Saints  West,  St.  Andrew,  All  Saints  East,  and  Westgate  ; 
is  that  so  ? — That  is  so. 


William  Winship,  Esq.,  sworn. 

2051.  [Chairman.)  You  are  medical  officer  for  one  of  the  districts  of  this  union? — 
Yes;  the  No.  I district. 

2052.  Does  that  include  St.  Nicholas  and  part  of  St.  .John’s  ? — Yes. 

2053.  [Mr.  Simon.)  You  have  about  100  acres  of  district? — I haAm. 

2054.  All  of  which  lies  Avithin  the  old  limit  of  the  borough  ? — All  of  it. 

2055.  It  is  said  at  the  last  census  to  have  contained  a population  under  15,000  ? — Yes. 

2056.  Can  you  form  any  estimate  of  what  proportion  of  that  population  comes  under 
your  charge  ? —No. 

2057.  Is  it  what  woifid  be  called  a jioor  district  of  the  toAvn  of  Newcastle  ? — Yes,  very 
poor. 

2058.  We  should  be  glad  to  have  your  evidence  as  to  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  that 
district,  and  first  of  all  as  to  the  matter  of  their  lodging.  Are  the  houses  generally 
packed  close  together? — Very  closely  together. 

2059.  They  are  let  in  separate  tenements  ? — They  are. 

2060.  Is  it  the  general  arrangement  among  the  poorer  classes  in  that  district  that  one 
family  has  one  room  to  itself? — Yes,  that  is  the  rule. 

2061.  Does  it  often  happen  there  that  a family  receiAms  other  lodgers  to  share  its  room 
with  it? — Yes,  it  is  frequently  the  case. 

2062.  Are  the  rooms  Avhich  are  so  occupied  furnished  with  a sufiiciency  of  light  an 
air  ? — Very  rarely  indeed  ; the  houses  are  generally  very  old  and  very  dilapidated. 
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206.3.  By  dilapidated  do  you  mean  not  weather-tight  ?—  Not  weather-tight. 

2064.  Is  there  ventilation  through  them  ? — Too  much,  I should  say.  The  rooms  are 
veiy  low  generally — the  panes  of  glass  in  the  vdndows  are  very  frequently  hroken  out. 

2*065.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  There  is  ])lenty  of  ventilation  ? — Plenty  of  it. 

2066.  {Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  mean  that  the  flaAvs  in  the  building  will  let  in  the  Avind, 
or  that  the  houses  are  so  constructed  as  legitimately  to  afford  the  means  of  ventilation  ? 
— Not  legitimately. 

2067.  Are  they  put  so  closely  together  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  air  and  sunlight  to 
get  access  to  them? — In  many  parts  of  my  district  neither  sun  nor  Avind  can  get  to  them 
at  all. 

2068.  {Chairman.)  Can  you  mention  any  particular  places  ? — The  courts  at  the  head 
of  the  Side,  Mill  entry  and  Clogger’s-entry. 

2069.  {Mr.  Simon.)  How  are  the  poorer  classes  in  your  district  off  for  privy  accom- 
modation ? — Very  badly  indeed  ; there  is  hardly  a privy. 

2070.  Do  you  know,  among  tlie  parts  inhabited  by  the  poorer  classes,  any  case  of  a 
house  having  a privy  to  itself  ? — -It  would  be  quite  an  exception  in  St.  Nicholas’  parish, 
if  the]'e  Avere  such  an  ai'rangement. 

2071.  What  steps  are  taken  by  the  inhabitants,  when  they  have  to  obey  the  calls  ot 
nature  ? — The  male  part  of  the  population  go  to  the  public  privies,  if  they  are  not  too 
lazy,  and  the  females  and  children  use  utensils,  and  pour  the  contents  of  these  utensils 
do  AVI!  the  large  gratings  in  the  street. 

2072.  {Chairman.)  In  case  of  sickness,  I suppose  all  parties  must  use  utensils  witliin 
the  dwelling  ? — Yes. 

2073.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  these  utensils  emptied  after  each  use  of  them  ? — Certainly 
not ; they  are  allowed  to  stand  from  twehm  to  tAventy-four  hoxirs  in  the  rooms. 

2074.  To  be  emptied  at  whatever  time  may  be  most  convenient  for  the  people? — Yes, 
they  generally  do  it  night  and  morning. 

2075.  You  say  that  the  male  part  of  the  population  has  recourse  to  public  privies? 
— Yes. 

2076.  Are  there  many  public  privies  in  that  locality? — There  are  live  public  priAues  in 
my  district,  I find. 

2077.  Hoav  many  sittings  are  tliere  in  each  ? — There  is  one  at  tlie  high  bridge  where, 
I should  tliink,  eight  people  might  sit  at  once,  and  the  same  number  in  the  one  in  St. 
Nicholas’  churchyard,  and  in  tliat  in  the  Castle  Garth  I should  think  a dozen. 

2078.  You  speak  rather  doubtfully  to  the  number.  Are  there  not  separate  stalls  ?— 
No,  there  are  no  separate  stalls. 

2079.  The}"  sit  side  I)y  side,  like  persons  in  an  omnibus,  Avithout  any  separations  or 
partitions  between  them  ? — Yes. 

2080.  Are  these  places  cleanly? — The  pri\y  in  the  Castle  Garth  is  very  tolerable,  but 
the  other  two  are  exceedingly  bad — exceedingly  offensive. 

2081.  Do  you  belieAm  that  a decent  working  man  would  willingly  go  there? — He 
must  of  necessity,  unless  he  used  a utensil  at  home. 

2082.  {Chairman.)  It  is  Hobson’s  choice  ?— It  is  Hobson’s  choice.  I may  state  that 
in  the  large  manufactories  they  generally  have  a privy  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
workmen. 

2083.  {Mr.  Simon)  During  their  Avorking  hours  ? — Yes. 

2084.  {Chairman.)  When  you  say  that  the  state  of  these  places  is  bad,  do  you  mean 
that  it  is  bad  occasionally,  or  that  constantly  and  generally  it  is  bad  ? — Constantly  ; the 
smell  is  dreadful. 

2085.  (Mr.  Simon)  AVhat  ash-pit  accommodation  is  there  in  your  district  among  the 
poorer  houses  ? — There  is  none. 

2086.  What  then  is  done  to  supply  the  absence  of  ash-pits  ? — If  it  is  not  convenient  for 
the  corporation  cart  to  take  it  away,  it  is  left  in  the  courts — it  is  just  thrown  down  in 
any  corner  of  the  court. 

2087.  In  the  case  of  the  public  privies  of  which  you  speak,  do  they  open  on  to  ash-})its  ? 
—No. 

2088.  Do  they  run  into  drains  ? — They  run  into  the  common  sewer. 

2089.  Is  the  supply  of  Avater  in  your  district  good  ? — Yes,  the  supply  of  Avater  is 
very  good. 

2090.  Do  most  of  the  poorer  houses  have  a separate  supply — a taj)  to  themselves  ? — 
No  ; they  have  stand-pipes  in  the  courts. 

2091.  Do  you  believe  that  that  is  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  people  there  ? — No, 
I do  not  ; but  there  are  also  pants  in  different  parts  of  the  toAAm,  Avhere  they  generally  can 
have  water  by  going  for  it. 

2092.  ( Chairman.)  What  distmice  do  you  think,  on  the  average,  they  have  to  go  ? — 
I should  think  one  hundred  yards. 

2093.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Take  the  quality  of  the  Avater  distributed  there,  is  it  Avell  or  ill 
spoken  of  in  the  district  ? — With  the  exception  of  the  time  between  Jidy  and  October 
last  year,  the  water  was  of  very  good  quality. 

2094.  What  Avas  its  condition  then  ? — Very  bad,  exceedingly  so. 

2095.  Have  you  more  to  say  of  it,  than  that  it  was  discoloured  ? — It  Avas  very 
offensive  both  to  smell  and  taste. 
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2096.  Do  you  say  that  of  your  own  know'ledge? — Of  my  own  knowledge.  At  the  JF.  JVmship,  Esq. 

same  time  I may  mention  that  I had  some  water  (when  the  Whittle  Dean  water  was  so  

bad)  brought  from  Blackett’s  pant,  and  it  was  equally  offensive — that  is  one  of  the  23d  .Ian.  185  J. 
public  pants  in  the  towii,  behind  Blackett-street.  

2097.  {Chairman.)  Is  that  supplied  by  the  AVhittle  Dean  company  or  by  a subterraneous 
source  ? — By  a spring. 

2098.  {Mr.  Toxvn  Clerli.)  Tha,t  must  have  Ijeen  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  ? — Yes. 

2099.  Because  the  Avater  in  Blackett’s  pant  is  the  finest  Avater  that  Ave  ha\'e  i' — It  is, 
generally  speaking,  very  good  Avatei-. 

2100.  {Mr.  Simon.)  As  regards  the  cleansing  of  the  public  Avays,  and  tlie  courts  and 
alleys  in  your  district,  does  that  appear  to  you  to  be  diligently  performed  ? — No;  the 
courts  and  alleys  ai’e  in  a very  neglected  state. 

2101.  Speaking  of  the  period  before  the  outburst  of  this  last  epidemic,  say  down  to 
the  first  of  September,  how  often  should  you  think  that  the  courts  and  alleys  were 
cleansed  ? — I can  hardly  tell.  They  ought  to  be  cleansed  night  and  morning  ; the  people 
are  generally  so  negligent  of  cleanliness,  tliat  they  toss  all  kinds  of  excrements  into  the 
courts.  Generally  speaking,  the  OAvners  of  the  property  haAm  kept  a person  to  SAveep 
them  out  once  in  the  day ; but  I believe  that  Avas  not  Avell  attended  to. 

2102.  Did  it  often  happen  to  you,  in  passing  tlirougli  them,  to  see  them  in  a cleanly 
state  ? — Almost  never. 

2103.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Are  they  public  thoroughfares  ? — No. 

2101.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  they  open  to  foot  passengers  ? — They  are  blind  entries,  there 
is  no  passage  tlirougli  them  at  all,  they  are  only  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  entry-. 

Of  course  aii}^  one  can  go  into  them. 

2105.  (3Ir.  Toivn  Clerk.)  There  is  no  public  thoroughfare  through  them? — None. 

2106.  But  any  person  going  to  a house  in  the  entry  may  go  in  and  go  out  ? — Of  course. 

2107.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  there  many  of  the  rooms,  inhabited  in  the  Avay  ^mu  liaAm 
mentioned,  that  are  themselves  dirty  foul  rooms  ? — A great  number. 

2108.  You  liaAm  mentioned  croAvding,  defective  ventilation,  insufficient  cleansing  of 
courts,  absence  of  ash-pit  accommodation,  absence  of  privy  accommodation,  badness  of 
water  in  the  autumn,  and  dirty  rooms  ; liaA'e  you  had  occasion  to  make  representations 
on  any  of  these  subjects  to  any  persons  in  authority  in  tlie  toAvii  ? — I do  not  knoAv  that 
the  authorities  of  the  toAvn  have  any  command  over  private  pi'operty  ; Imt  the  inspector 
of  nuisances  had  frequent  notice  from  me  that  such  nuisances  did  exist. 

2109.  Is  the  inspector  of  nuisances  ap}.)ointed  I>y  the  board  of  guardians  ? — By  the 
board  of  guardians. 

2110.  To  him  you  have  frequently  com})lained  ? — Yes. 

2111.  Have  you  complained  to  the  board  of  guardians  itself? — •During  the  time  the 
cholera  Avas  raging  here,  we  Avere  re(][uested  to  give  notice  of  any  nuisances  that  Ave  might 
meet  Avith. 

2112.  But  Isefore  that  period? — Not  before  that  period. 

2113.  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  bye-huvs  made  )>y  the  toAvn  council  of  NeAvcastle  for 
regulating  the  duties  of  scavengers  and  regulating  the  management  of  pulihc  privies  ? — 

I am  not. 

2114.  Or  of  any  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unAvholesome  dAvelllngs  ? — Yes,  I Avas 
cognizant  of  that  fact. 

2115.  Have  you  seen  a copy  of  any  such  rules  ? — I have  not  seen  a copy. 

2116.  Hoav  did  you  inform  yourself  Avhat  the  rules  Avere  ? — I merely  kno ay  thad  the 
corporation  have  the  poAvei'  of  AYhite-washing  dAvellings,  if  it  is  necessary,  and  making  the 
OAvners  pay  for  it. 

2117.  {Chairman.)  Ajid  those  Avere  put  in  force  ? — I Ijelieve  in  a feAv  cases  in  my 
district  they  Avere. 

2118.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Before  the  month  of  September  last? — No;  nothing  previous  to 
the  month  of  September  last. 

2119.  Nothing  previous  to  the  month  of  September,  to  your  kiiOAvledge,  Avas  done  in 
the  Avay  of  cleansing  filthy  and  unwlxolesome  dAvelliTigs  ? — No. 

212fj.  {Chairman.)  Since  the  time  of  the  Irish  fever  ? — Not  since  tlie  time  of  the  Irish: 
level’. 

2121.  At  that  time  there  Avas,  also,  something  done  ? — Yes. 

2122.  But  in  the  interval  lictAveen  the  tAvo  epidemics  you  are  not  uAvare  ol'  anything 
having  Iieen  done  ? — I am  not  aAvare  of  it. 

2123.  (Mr.  Simon.)  From  your  knoAvledge  of  the  jioorer  localities  in  your  district  should 
you  believe  that  any  rules  Avere  in  operation  for  cleansing  the' filthy  and  unAvholesome 
dwellings  ? — No. 

2124.  Can  you  s]ieak  of  any  other  than  the  loAver  dwellings  in  your  locality;  do  you 
know  pretty  generally  the  condition  of  the  other  houses  tliere  ?--Yes,  generally. 

2125.  Do  they  seem  to  be  well  provided  with  jirivy  and  ash-])it  accommodation  ?■— No  ; 

very  badly  indeed.  ' 

2126.  Are  the  privies  generally  supplied  with  water  or  Avithout  AATiter  ? — Without  Avater. 

2127.  The  ])j  ivies  of  private  houses  ? — They  are  not  supplied  Avith  Avater. 

2128.  How  are  they  arranged  ? — Tlie  ash-pit  and  privy  communicate  one  Avith  the  other 
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— No. 

23d  Jan.  1854.  2130.  Are  you  aware  whether  swine  are  kept  within  your  district ; in  any  parts  of  it  ? 

— — Pigs  are  not  kept  now  nearly  so  frequently  as  they  used  to  he.  A bye-law  relating  to 

pigs  was  put  in  force  two  or  three  years  ago. 

2131.  Are  pigs  still  kept  in  any  part  of  your  district  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of 

2132.  Are  there  any  slaughter-houses  or  knackers’ yards  in  your  district? — Yes;  the 
principal  slaughter-houses  of  the  town  are  in  my  district. 

2133.  Public  slaughter-houses? — Yes. 

2134.  Under  regulation  of  course? — Under  regulation. 

2135.  Are  there  any  private  slaughter-houses  ? — There  are. 

2136.  Are  they  under  regulation  to  your  knowledge  ? — I am  sure  I do  not  know.  I 
am  speaking  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  Dispensary -lane,  Low  Friar-street.  I do  not  know 
whether  they  are  under  regulation  or  not. 

2137.  Are  they  complained  of  as  nuisances? — No. 

2138.  You  have  given  certain  descriptions  of  the  poorer  localities  in  your  district; 
would  Castle  Garth  answer  to  the  general  description  you  have  given? — Yes,  it  would. 

2139.  Would  Cloggers-entry,  Side,  answer  to  the  general  description  you  have  given  ? — 
It  would. 

2140.  Would  Dawson’s-court  answer  to  the  description? — They  are  a better  class  of 
houses  in  Dawson’s-court. 

2141.  Provided  with  privies  ? — No. 

2142.  Provided  with  ash-pits? — There  is  one  ash-pit  common  to  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  yard,  and  a privy  adjoining;  and  there  is  a drain  from  the  ash-pit 
which  passes  beneath  the  houses  where  cholera  prevailed  to  so  great  an  extent. 

2143.  That  is  a favourable  specimen  of  the  district  ? — The  houses  are  better. 

2144.  (ilfr.  Totvn  Clerk)  Better  than  those  in  the  Mill-entry  ? — Yes. 

2145.  {Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  mean  that  they  are  less  crowded,  or  that  they  are  better 
constructed  houses  ? — Better  constructed  houses ; more  newly  built,  and  less  dilajiidated. 

2146.  Do  you  believe  them  to  be  in  a good  sanitary  condition? — No,  I do  not. 

2147.  Does  the  conjunction  of  privy,  ash-pit,  and  drain  make  a stink  there? — A 
horrible  smell — ^feaiful. 

2148.  Is  that  horrible  stink  much  complained  of  by  the  inmates  ? — Very  much. 

2149.  Does  Orchard-street  answer  to  the  general  description  which  you  gave  ? — Yes; 
to  a certain  extent  it  does. 

2150.  In  Avliat  particulars  would  the  variation  chietly  consist? — Orchard-street  is  a 
wider  street. 

2151.  Let  in  tenements? — There  are  not  a gveat  number  of  houses  in  it,  but  the 
pi'incipal  part  of  the  houses  are  let  in  tenements. 

2152.  Would  South-.street  answer  to  the  description  you  liave  given? — South-street  is  a 
better  street  inhabited  by  a better  class  of  artizans. 

2153.  Do  they  have  houses  to  themselves? — Two  rooms,  generally. 

2154.  Have  you  any  notion  of  what  the  wages  may  be  of  the  class  of  people  who  live 
tliere  ? — I should  think  about  20s.  a week. 

2155.  Have  they  privies  on  the  premises  ? — Generally  there  is  a privy,  which  is  common 
to  a certain  number  of  houses. 

2156.  And  that  again  in  combination  with  an  ash-pit? — Yes. 

2157.  Does  Forth-street  answer  to  your  general  description? — No;  the  houses  there 
are  a better  class  of  houses  again  ; one  family  occupying  the  whole  house,  generally 
.speaking. 

2158.  Forth  Banks? — That  is  in  my  district;  that  is  a horrible  place. 

2159.  Does  it  belong  to  the  better  or  the  worse  specimens  of  the  district  ? — There  are 
both  classes  of  inhabitants  there  ; but  it  is  as  bad  a place  as  is  in  my  district— Waller’s 
tenements  in  the  Forth  Bank  especially. 

21 60.  The  Close  ? — The  Close  will  answer  to  the  general  description  I gave. 

2161.  Pudding  Chare? — ^That  will  answer  the  description,  too. 

2162.  So  that  Orchard-street,  South-street,  and  Forth-street  would  present  exceptions 
in  respect  of  being  more  widely  built  and  giving  better  ventilation  ? — Yes. 

2163.  And  presenting  a better  class  of  houses  ? — Yes. 

2164.  And  having,  at  all  events,  for  each  group  of  houses  an  accessible  privy  and 
dust-bin  ? — Yes. 

2165.  Do  you  believe  these  best  specimens  of  the  poorer  localities  in  your  district  to 
be  in  a wholesome  state  ? — Yes,  pretty  well. 

2166.  With  an  open  privy  and  dust-bin  ? — Generally  speaking  the  open  privy  and  ash- 
pit are  apart  from  any  dwelling-house — for  instance,  in  a square  of  houses  the  privy  is 
on  one  side,  probably  not  near  a dwelling-house,  and  the  other  houses  are  quite  away 
from  it. 

2167.  Was  there  much  cholera  in  Orchard-street  ? — Yes,  there  was  a good  deal. 

2168.  To  what  did  you  attribute  it  in  that  locality  ? — To  the  dirty  condition  of  the 
surface  of  the  street ; it  was  very  much  broken  up  by  carts,  a great  deal  of  filth  accumu- 
lated, and  refuse  animal  and  vegetable  matter  was  thrown  on  to  the  surface  of  the 
street. 
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places  whicli  you  have  specified,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that  the  condition  of 
those  houses  is  better  than  that  of  the  other  houses  mentioned,  suggest  to  you  any  con- 
clusion ? — The  inhabitants  were  more  cleanly  also. 

2176.  And  the  locality  more  cleanly? — And  the  locality  more  cleanly,  and  there  was 
better  food. 

21 77.  Did  you  infer  that  the  difference  of  cleanliness  had  a bearing  on  the  difference 
of  cholera  ? — Certainly. 

2178.  (Gliair'man.)  With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health 
we  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion.  You  were  thrown  into  official  commmiication 
with  them,  were  you  not  ? — I was. 

2179.  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  your  opinion  ? — I was  satisfied  that  the  medical  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Health  exerted  themselves  very  much  indeed^  and  I dare  say  were  night 
and  day  occupied  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  attack  of  the  disease  came 
on  so  suddenly,  that  it  almost  baffied  any  human  exertion. 

2180.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  sanction  any  charge  or  inculpation  of  them  whatever? 
— No,  I should  not. 

2181.  And  from  your  official  relations  with  them  you  were  bound,  so  to  say,  to  be  fidly 
cognizant  of  their  conduct  ? — Yes. 

2182.  (.1/'?’.  Newton)  Did  you  enjoy  during  the  epidemic  full  opportrmities  of  ascer- 
taining from  day  to  day  the  services  performed  to  the  town  by  the  Board  of  Health 
officers  ? — I was  cognizant  of  everything  that  went  on  up  to  the  1 4th  September ; and 
although  I was  unable  to  be  out  of  the  house  myself  for  some  days  after  that,  I heard 
everything  that  was  going  on  from  the  house-to-house  visitors. 

2183.  {Ghairman)  How  many  days  were  you  prevented  from  going  out  of  the  liouse 
during  tlie  prevalence  of  the  cholera  ? — I think  ten  days  or  a fortnight. 

2184.  Are  we  fully  in  possession  of  your  opinion;  or  have  you  anything  further  to  add 
on  that  point  ? — Nothing  further  on  that  point. 

2185.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  observe? — There  is  one 
particular  part  of  my  district  which  seemed  to  be  the  centre  of  the  cholera  poison  ; and 
this  was  an  old  water-course  whicli  had  been  cut  off  at  two  points  by  the  new  drain  in 
Clayton-street,  and  again  by  the  new  drain  and  sewer  in  Collingwoocl-street. 

2186.  {Mr.  Simon)  It  had  been  cut  across  in  the  construction  of  new  sewers  ? — Yes. 
It  came  (town  Monk-square  into  Low  Friar-street ; but  the  water  there  now  goes  into 
the  drain  in  Clayton-street. 

2187.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Its  communication  with  the  Friars  is  stopped,  and  therefore 
it  has  a new  commencement  ? — Yes. 

2188.  {Chairman)  Let  us  understand  what  you  think  were  the  bad  results  of  that? — 
In  Monk-square  there  is  one  of  those  horrible  filthy  grates,  which  is  used  liy  the  inha- 
bitants for  the  deposit  of  their  night  soil.  There  was  a mortality  of  one  in  six  there. 

2189.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  In  Monk-square? — Yes. 

2190.  {Chairman)  A mortality  of  one  in  six  in  the  whole  pojiulation  of  Monk-square  ? 
— Yes. 

2191.  The  cutting  off  of  this  water-course,  to  which  you  allude,  had  led  to  a 
stagnation  of  water  and  filth  in  certain  points  ?— Yes,  in  certain  points.  The  stream  of 
water  was  cut  off  at  Clayton-street,  and  at  Colling  wood-street,  and  it  is  in  consequence 
of  the  runner  of  water  being  cut  off’  at  those  point;  —at  Clayton-street  and  Collingwood- 
street — that  at  that  part  below  Collingwood-street,  coming  down  to  tlie  liead  of  tlie  Side, 
it  is  stagnant. 

2192.  {Mr.  Simon)  If  I understand  you  rightly,  then,  there  were  tAvo  distinct  things 
of  which  you  complain — a filthy  grating  in  Monk-square,  and  a stagnation  of  fluid  at" a 
lower  place  ? — At  the  head  of  Clogger’s-entry,  Side. 

2193.  Then  the  worst  spot  in  your  district  for  cholera  was  in  Monk-square,  and  in 

Monk-square  there  was  a great  nuisance  excited  liy  a grating  covered  Avitli  excrement 

is  that  your  point  ? — Yes,  20  died  out  of  1 19  inhabitants. 

2194.  In  your  judgment,  was  that  the  filthiest  as  well  as  the  most  unhealthy  spot  in 
your  district  of  the  town  I — Decidedly. 

2195.  Did  it  stink  ? — it  did, 

2196.  Were  the  houses  very  close  to  this  grating? — There  was  a space  tliirty  yards 
square,  I should  think,  and  the  grate  is  at  the  entrance  of  the  square. 
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2169.  In  these  localities,  where  a single  privy  exists  for  the  use  of  a group  of  houses, 
do  they  still  in  your  judgment  find  that  an  insufficient  accommodation  ; and  do  they  still 
throw  excrements  in  the  open  way  ? — Quite  insufficient. 

2170.  So  that  even  in  these  places.  Orchard-street,  South-street,  and  Forth-street, 
there  was  that  filthy  condition  of  the  surface? — Y"es,  but  not  in  Forth-street  so  much. 

2171.  Was  there  much  cholera  in  Forth-street  ? — Not  to  any  great  extent. 

2172.  Have  the  houses  in  Forth-street  back  ventilation,  or  are  the  houses  back  to  back  ? 
— They  are  single  houses  ; not  back  to  back. 

2173.  With  back  windows  ? — With  back  windows. 

2174.  Have  they  yards  ? — That  I cannot  speak  to. 

2175.  Did  the  fact  that  you  had  a less  mortality  in  Forth-street  than  in  these  other 
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2197.  The  houses  are  not  capable  of  ventilation  in  other  directions  ; they  have  no  back 
windows  ? — The  backs  of  those  houses  are  not  ventilated. 

2198.  How  many  houses  are  there? — Seven. 

2199.  Including  three  liouses  opening  into  Low  Friar-street  ? — Yes. 

2200.  Containing  how  many  inhabitants  ? — 119. 

2201.  And  there  were  twenty  deaths  ? — Yes. 

2202.  And  how  many  cases  ? — The  whole  of  the  iidiabitants  suffei'ed. 

2203.  You  do  not  mean  that  they  all  suffered  from  cholera  ? — No  ; but,  more  or  less, 
tliey  all  suffered.  They  Vv^ere  all  choleraic. 

2201.  Did  the  inmates  of  tliose  houses  complain,  one  and  all,  of  the  stink  from  this 
grating  ? — Yes. 

2205.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Monk-square  is  a private  entry  ? — Yes. 

2200.  It  is  not  a public  street  ? — No. 

2207.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  paved  ? — No. 

2208.  Did  the  filth  on  the  grating  there  accumulate  from  day  to  day,  so  as  to  get  more 
and  more  ? — It  was  almost  always  in  a very  bad  condition. 

2209.  Was  the  open  area  of  the  square  likewise  foul  in  the  same  way  ? — Not  so  much 
so.  The  area  of  the  square  contains  an  old  ash-heap. 

2210.  What  about  Clogger’s-entry  ? — Clogger’s-entry  had  a mortality  of  one  in  seven. 

2211.  {Chairman.)  Can  yon  give  us  the  exact  numl:)ers  ? — Seventy  inhabitants  and 
ten  deaths. 

2212.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  What  was  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  Clogger’s-entry 
and  Mill-entry  ? — Chiefly  Irish. 

2213.  {Chairman)  How  many  houses  are  there  in  dogger’s -entry  ? — I should  think 
seven. 

2211.  {Mr.  Simon)  The  ventilation  of  those  houses  you  have  spoken  of  already.  It 
was  in  that  locality,  also,  that  there  was  stagnation  in  a drain,  or  old  water-course  ? — Yes. 

2215.  For  how  long  did  that  obstruction  continue? — I should  think  it  was  continuous. 

2216.  {Chairman.)  Has  it  l)een  so  for  years? — It  is  only  lately  that  I have  had 
occasion  to  notice  it. 

2217.  For  how  long  ? — Four  or  five  months  past. 

2218.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  know  of  its  existence  before  the  time  of  the  cholera? — 
No. 

2219.  Was  it  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  that  your  attention  was  first 
directed  to  it  ? — It  was. 

2220.  (9/r.  Bateman.)  Is  Clogger’s-eutry  also  a private  entry  ? — It  is. 

2221.  [Mr.  Simon.)  What  privy  accominodatio'i  is  there  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Clogger’s-entry  ? — One  privy. 

2222.  Does  it  open  into  tliis  obstructed  water-course  ? — Yes. 

2223.  It  communicates  with  the  stagnant  fluid  which  you  have  spoken  of? — Yes. 

2221.  Have  you  anything  further  to  say  on  such  points  ?— Tliere  is  another  point  at 

the  head  of  Tothill-stairs.  There  are  three  cottages  at  the  top  of  tliat.  Tliere  was  a 
mortality  of  four  out  of  six. 

2225.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  premises  ? — -x\.t  the  end  of  the  row  of  cottages 
there  is  one  of  those  filthy  giaates,  and  there  is  the  drain  passing  under  the  cottages. 

2226.  The  drain  communicating  with  that  filthy  grating  ?— Yes,  Avith  the  grating. 

2227.  Have  they  any  privy  for  their  accommodation  ? — I believe  there  is  one  now. 

2228.  Were  those  four  persons  who  died  grown  up  persons  ? — Yes. 

2229.  Old  people,  or  in  middle  life  ? — Two  were  old  people. 

2230.  Did  they  complain  of  the  stink  ? — Yery  much  indeed. 

2231.  Have  you  any  opinion  in  respect  of  these  tlu-ee  places,  as  to  whether  the 
nuisances  Avhich  you  have  there  specified  ivere  the  cause  of  the  deaths  of  those  persons  ? — 
I cannot  exactly  answer  that  question.  It  is  difficult  to  say. 

2232.  Is  it  3mur  professional  opinion  and  belief  that  those  persons  died  from  an 
aggravation  of  the  epidemic  influence  in  that  district  by  these  nuisances? — I hold  very 
strono-  opinions  as  to  the  effects  of  those  privies  and  those  gratings. 

22.33.  (Chairman.)  Generally? — Yes. 

2231.  (Mr.  Simon.)  And  as  respects  these  cases  particularly,  do  you  believe  that  the 
death  of  these  persons  was  occasioned  by  an  aggravation  of  the  epidemic  influence  in 
that  locality  by  the  nuisances  you  have  specified  ? — I do. 

2235.  (J/r.  Toiun  Clerk)  Mill-entry  and  Clogger’s-entry,  the  Castle  Garth,  and  places 
arouml,  of  which  jmu  have  spoken,  are  a very  ancient  part  of  the  toAvn  ?— Yes. 

2236.  Chiefly  inhabited  by  the  low  Irish  ? They  are. 

2237.  You  know  a little  of  the  habits  of  these  people? — I do. 

2238.  If  you  cleaned  their  houses  for  them,  how  long  would  they  let  them  remain 
clean  ? — They  are  cerbrinly  very  dirty  in  their  habits. 

2239.  {Chairman)  Supposing  a proper  pilvy  and  ash-pit  had  been  provided  for  each  of 
the  houses  in  these  places,  do  you  think  you  would  have  found  excrement  lying  about  the 
ground,  or  do  you  think  that  the  condition  of  the  locality  Avould  have  been  equally 
tiltbjq  within  any  short  time  afterwards  ? — I do  not. 
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2240.  Then  you  think  that  the  filth  of  these  places  was  dependent  not  so  much  on  the 
filthy  liabits  of  the  people,  as  on  the  want  of  privy  and  ash-pit  accommodation? — I 
think  so. 

2241.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  When  you  said  that  four  out  of  six  persons  died,  how  many 
inhabitants  were  there  altogether  in  those  three  cottages  at  the  top  of  Tothill-stairs  ? — Six. 
There  is  a building  close  behind  with  fifty-two  inhabitants  in  it  which  had  not  a single 
case  of  cholera. 

2242.  {Chairman.)  What  building  is  that? — It  had  been  converted  into  tenements, 
and  a dust-bin  and  water-closet  had  been  supplied. 

2243.  That  house  had  a water-closet  attached  to  it,  and  a dust-bin,  one  separated  from 
the  other  ? — Yes. 

2244.  Would  you  ascribe  the  comparative  immunity  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  house  to 
that  cause  ? — Yes. 

2245.  You  think  that  the  filth  of  the  one  place  led  to  the  mortality  there,  and  that 
the  comparative  cleanliness  of  the  other  led  to  its  exemption  from  cholera  ? — Yes. 

2246.  Have  you  any  other  point  to  remark  upon  ? — Dawson ’s-court  has  been  mentioned 
before.  There  were  sixty-four  inhabitants  and  nine  deaths.  Only  one  side  of  the  court 
was  affected  by  it. 

2247.  What  was  the  difference  between  that  side  and  the  other  ? — In  consequence  of  a 
drain  from  the  privy  coming  close  to  tliat  side. 

2248.  Further  confirming  you  in  your  opinion,  as  to  filth  and  mortality  by  chole.a 
generally  going  together  ? — Yes. 

2249.  Were  they  Irish  people  ? — Most  of  the  inhabitants  were  English. 

2250.  {Mr.  Toivn  Cleric)  Dawson’s-court,  I think  you  said,  was  a private  court? — 
Yes.  There  was  only  one  death  in  Museum-lane,  and  that  was  in  a room  immediately 
above  an  ash-pit  and  privy. 

2251.  How  many  inhabitants  are  there  in  Museum-lane? — I should  roughly  suppose 
about  thirty. 

2252.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  mentioned  that  in  Dawson’s-court,  out  of  sixty-four 
inhabitants,  there  were  nine  deaths? — Yes. 

2253.  That  was  in  the  whole  court  ? — Of  course,  in  the  whole  court. 

2254.  But  the  deaths  happened  only  on  one  side  ?— There  were  sixty -four  inhabitants 
of  that  side  of  the  court. 


W.  Winship,  Esq, 
23d  Jan.  1854. 


2255.  {Chairman)  What  was  the  condition  of  the  houses  in  Museum-lane,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  where  the  death  occurred  ? — The  houses  were  very  good. 

2256.  With  decent  accommodation? — With  decent  accommodation. 

2257.  Were  there  any  of  them  with  very  bad  accommodation  ? — This  one  room. 

2258.  But  excepting  that  one  room  ? — The  others  were  decently  accommodated. 

2259.  {The  Clerk  to  the  hoard  of  guardians)  Do  you  recollect  when  you  first  reported 
a case  of  cholera  to  the  board  of  guardians  ? — The  first  case  occurred  to  me  on  tlie 
4th  of  September — I reported  it  on  the  Monday. 

2260.  Do  you  remember,  almost  immediately  upon  your  making  that  report,  receivino- 
a communication  fi-om  me  ? — I do. 

2261.  Were  you  by  that  communication  informed  that  the  relieving  officers  were  to 
provide  all  the  necessaries  and  clothing  in  every  case  of  cholera  which  occurred  ? — Yes. 

2262.  Is  it  within  yourj  knowledge  that  the  same  communication  was  made  to 
Mr.  Newton  and  the  other  medical  officers  ? — That  I do  not  know. 

2263.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Furness  ? — Yes. 

2264.  Have  you,  at  any  time  during  the  epidemic,  had  any  conversation  with  him 
touching  the  su^iply  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  to  the  poor? — Not  with 
Mr.  Furness. 

2265.  He  never  asked  you  ? — No. 

2266.  Nor  complained  of  any  want  on  that  score  ? — No,  I do  not  recollect  Mr.  Furness 
doing  so. 

2267.  It  is  within  your  own  knowledge  that  the  relieving  officex’s,  in  eveiy  case  where 
you  made  an  order  for  clothing,  promptly  supplied  it  ? — Invariably. 

2268.  {Chairman.)  You  have  no  reason,  I suppose,  to  doubt  that  the  instructions 
given  to  yourself  were  also  given  to  others  in  the  same  official  position  as  yourself? — No. 

2269.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  And  that  it  was  generally  known  that  it  was  so? — Exactly. 

2270.  {The  Clerk  to  the  hoard  of  guardians)  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there 
were  any  public  notices  placarded  on  the  walls  ? — I do. 

2271.  Were  they  not  extensively  placarded  ? — Very  extensively. 

2272.  Would  not,  therefore,  an  ordinary  observer,  if  not  very  fully  occupied,  have 
been  able  to  inform  himself  as  to  where  the  x’elieving  officers  were  to  be  found  { — I should 
think  so. 

2273.  {Chairman)  Would  you  countenance  the  opinion  that  any  unu.sual  secrecy  was 
indulged  in  with  reference  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  local  authorities  uxxder  the 
circumstances  ? — Quite  the  contrary. 

2274.  You  think  that  there  was  publicity? — Great  publicity. 
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The  witness  afterwards  handed  in  the  follotving  paper,  containing  farther  details  as 
to  the  connexion,  in  several  instances,  between  the  virulence  of  the  cholera  and  the 
presence  of  local  predisposing  causes  : — 

Statement  of  the  prevalence  and  fatality  of  the  Cholera  in  Streets  without  Privy, 
Ash-pit,  or  Grating  used  for  the  deposit  of  Excrements. 

Bailiff-gate. — Very  trifling  diarrhoea.  One  fatal  case  in  a house  which  adjoins  public  urinal. 
Castle-stairs. — Ditto. 

Drury -lane. — Ditto. 

St.  John’s-lane. — Ditto. 

Denton-chare. — Disease  very  prevalent ; three  or  four  fatal  eases. 

This  street  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  now  stagnant  water-course  which  passes 
through  the  district,  between  the  head  of  the  Side  and  Westgate-street. 

Cross  Keys-entry. — Eighty-nine  inhabitants;  disease  very  slight.  Two  fatal  cases 
occurred  in  rooms  built  over  a private  privy. 


Statement  of  the  prevalence  and  fatality  of  Cholera  in  Courts  and  Entries  having 
an  Open  Privy  and  Ash-pit  (communicating),  common  to  the  Inhabitants  ot 
Tenemented  Property. 

Museum-yard. — One  fatal  case  in  room  above  the  privy  ; disease  slight. 

Dawson’s- court. — Severe  diarrhoea  on  two  sides  of  the  court ; on  the  third  side,  along 
which  a di’ain  passes  from  the  ash-pit,  the  houses  were  occupied  by  about  sixty- 
four  inhabitants,  who  complained  much  of  an  oflensive  smeU  arising  from  the 
cellars  ; nine  fatal  eases. 

Clogger’s-entry. — The  privy  hei’e  comimmicates  with  a stagnant  offensive  open  water- 
course ; seventy  inhabitants  ; ten  deaths  ; and  if  the  people  inhabiting  the  rooms 
fronting  the  head  of  Side  be  included,  would  be  thirteen  deaths  in  about  108. 
There  are  two  grates  opposite  the  entrance  to  this  entry,  which  are  much  used  for 
the  deposit  of  every  description  of  filth. 

Pearson’s-court  ( Westgate-street j. — Two  fatal  cases  in  a large  number  of  inhabitants 
occurred  in  houses  adjoining  two  filthy,  neglected  privies. 

Watson’s-court  (Sto well-street). — Four  in  sixty.  In  addition  to  the  filthy  neglected 
privies,  a sewer  grating,  used  for  the  deposit  of  night-soil. 

Chamber’s-court  (Newgate-street). — Sixty-one  inhabitants ; nearly  all  suffered ; two 
deaths.  A tanyard  opens  into  the  court  at  the  top. 

Allen’s-court. — Only  one  family  suffered  severely,  and  they  occupied  a room  immediately 
adjoining  the  privy  common  to  the  court. 

r Rosemary-lane.. — Disease  very  slight  in  houses  facing  St.  J olm’s  churchyard,  but  very 

J severe  in  the  court  behind,  where  the  privies  are  situated ; four  fatal  cases. 

I Rosemary-terrace.— Eight  fatal  cases  of  cholera  in  one  house,  occupied  by  thirty- 
one  people.  There  is  an  open  ash-pit  and  privy  in  the  yard,  which  is  small ; 
also  a grate  in  front  of  the  house  door,  which  was  also  used  as  a depot  for 
excrements.  The  bottom  of  the  sewer  with  which  this  grate  communicates  is 
above  the  level  of  the  cellar  of  this  house,  which  had  been  closed  up  for  some 
years.  On  this  being  looked  into,  it  was  found  to  contain  fr-om  two  to  three  feet 
deep  of  stagnant  very  offensive  putrid  puddle.  {Vide  Q.  7113-7125,  post.) 

West  Wall  Cottages. — Moiiality  five  in  foidy-seven.  The  liquid  oozing  from  the  common 
privy  passes  along  an  open  channel  in  front  of  the  houses  to  a large  grate,  which 
is  used  as  much  for  the  deposit  of  excrements  as  the  filthy,  disgusting  privy. 


St.  John’s  Church  Yard. 


Rosemary-lane. 


* Court. 


A& 


Ashpit  & Privy. 


□ 


Dawson’s-ct. 


A&  P 


A&|P 


House  where  8 deaths  ocourred. 


* CeUar. 
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Statement  of  the  prevalence  and  fatality  of  Cholera  in  Places  having  Sewer  Grates 
used  for  the  deposit  of  IMight  soil,  &c.  ; but  no  Privies. 


Bankside  (Castle  Garth). — Severe  choleraic  disease  ; seventy  inhabitants  ; two  deaths. 

Castle  Garth. — Tolerably  healthy.  Six  deaths  occurred  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
two  very  filthy  grates.  Three  deaths  close  to  an  ash  heap,  used  as  a depot  for  night 
soil.  This  locality— the  Raft  Yard — has  a small  population  not  exceeding  thirty. 

Mill-entry. — Seventy-five  inhabitants  all  suffered  ; forty-three  severely  ; two  deaths  ; 
recoveries  very  slow. 

Long  Stairs  and  Courts. — 249  inhabitants  ; four  deaths  ; disease  most  severe  near  grates  ; 
and  a large  trap  door  for  clearing  the  sewer. 

Close. — Lowest  level ; comparatively  free  from  disease. 

Hanover -street. — Houses  built  into  hill ; thirty-three  families  ; four  deaths  ; diarrhoea 
very  prevalent. 

Backrow. — Diarrhoeal  form  of  disease  very  prevalent  and  severe.  Mortality  not  large. 

Monk-square  and  one  house,  in  Low  Friar  street.  Mortality  twenty  in  119. 


Note.— The  Arabic  nu- 
merals indicate  the 
number  of  inhabitants, 
and  the  Roman  numerals 
the  number  Of  deaths,  in 
each  house. 


* Windows  look  into 
Square,  but  no  other 
communication. 


Low  Friar  Street. 


I I Grate. 


12 

m. 

FriaFs-green. — A spacious  area ; one  fatal  case  of  cholera,  and  two  fatal  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  a short  time  before  in  the  only  house  having  a privy  and  ash-pit,  which  is 
situated  close  to  the  dwelling-house  door. 

Stowell-street. — Houses  small ; two  stories  high,  erected  not  many  years  ago.  Each 
house,  or  nearly  so,  has  a privy  and  ash-pit;  but  placed  so  near  to  the  dwelling 
as  of  necessity  to  be  a nuisance,  quite  independent  of  the  length  of  time  which 
elapses  before  being  emptied;  they  are  only  so  when  they  will  contain  nothing 
more.  The  diarrhoeal  form  of  the  disease  was  very  prevalent  and  severe  ; but 
the  mortality  was  not  very  large. 

Thornton-street. — In  two  houses  adjoining  each  other,  occupied  by  thirty -nine  inhabitants, 
there  were  five  deaths.  These  houses  are  so  built,  that  the  area  of  the  two 
yards,  in  which  the  privies  are  placed,  does  not  exceed  five  yards  square. 

Buckham"s-yard  in  this  street  has  no  privy ; one  fatal  case  in  forty  inhabitants ; 
diarrhoea  very  trifling. 

Clayton- street,  West. — Houses  supplied  with  water-closets  within  the  dwellings. 
Several  fatal  cases ; but  I do  not  know  the  ratio  of  mortality. 

There  are  three  courts  in  the  Friars  occupied  by  sixty-nine  inhabitants,  where  the  privies 
are  situated  at  some  distance  firom  the  dwelling  houses.  There  was  no  disease  here. 


William  Newton,  Esq.,  and  member  of  the  Town  Council,  sworn. 

2275.  {Mt.  Si/mon.)  You  are  surgeon  under  the  Poor  Law  Board  to  one  of  the  districts 
of  this  union,  including  the  western  division  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints  ? — I am. 

2276.  How  long  have  you  been  siugeon  to  that  district  ? — Nine  years  to  that  district ; 
three  years  to  another  district — altogether  about  twelve  years. 

2277.  And  you  have  taken  great  interest  in  its  sanitary  condition  ? — Yes.  I have 
worked  night  and  day  in  those  two  districts  ever  since  I was  appointed. 

2278.  You  have  sixty-nine  acres  of  ground  in  your  district,  I find  ? — I cannot  tell  that. 

2279.  And  a population  something  over  17,000.  Are  you  able  to  give  us  any  estimate 
of  what  proportion  of  that  population  is  under  your  charge  as  parochial  surgeon  V — The 
population  is  difficult  to  ascertain.  At  a rough  guess,  the  population  of  All  Saints'  parish 
is  somewhere  about  30,000,  I should  say. 

2280.  The  population  of  the  entire  parish  ? — Yes  ; upwards  of  30,000. 

2281.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  this  statement,  namely,  that 
witlfin  your  district  there  is  a population  of  17,400 — is  correct  ? — I think  that  is  not  correct. 
I should  think  the  population  is  very  likely  to  be  about  25,000.  It  fluctuates  a good  deal. 

2282.  Within  your  district  ?— Yes.  At  some  seasons  of  the  year,  before  the  Irish  come 
into  tlie  town  for  harvesting  purposes,  that  might  be  the  true  state  of  the  district. 
Afterwards  every  lodging-house  becomes  densely  filled,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
compute  the  population  ; but  at  a rough  guess  I should  say  that  you  might  estimate  it  at 
what  I have  stated. 


fV.  Winship,  Esq. 
23d  .Ian.  1854. 


W.  Newton,  Esq. 
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JV.  Newton.  Esq.,  2283.  Sometimes  the  population  in  your  district  would  amount  to  as  much  as  25,000  ? 

— I think  so. 

23rd  Jan.  1854.  2284.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  the  poor  among  that  population  pretty  generally  spread  over 

that  district? — Nearly  throughout  the  whole  district,  with  some  two  or  three  exceptions. 

2285.  So  that  you  have  official  occasion  to  visit  all  parts  of  the  district  ? — Yes,  nearly 
every  part  of  the  district,  except  one  or  two  streets. 

2286.  We  are  anxious  to  ascertain  your  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  household 
accommodation  of  the  poor  in  this  district ; and,  first  of  all,  we  would  ask  you  about 
their  lodgment — as  to  matters  of  crowding  and  the  like.  Is  it  a frequent  occurrence  in 
this  district  for  single  rooms  to  be  the  lodgment  of  single  families  ? — No  ; there  are  not 
many  single  rooms  occupied  by  single  occupiers. 

2287.  Do  you  mean  that  single  rooms  have  more  than  single  families  within  them  ? — Yes. 

2288.  Are  there  many  cases  within  the  district  where  the  poorer  families  have  two 
rooms  or  three  rooms  among  them  ? — I do  not  think  there  are  many  cases. 

2289.  Do  we  understand  you  rightly  that  it  is  a frequent  condition  among  the  poorer 
population  in  this  district,  for  single  rooms  to  contain  more  than  single  families  ? — It  is 
the  usual  condition  of  the  district. 

2290.  Is  it  confined  to  Irish  people  ? — Yes,  I should  say  it  is. 

2291.  Among  those  who  are  not  Irish  you  find  a less  dense  crowding  of  people? — Yes. 

2292.  To  what  extent  do  you  find  that  this  occasional  crowding  reaches  ? — I made  a 
statement  in  the  town  council  the  other  day.  I happened  to  be  down  in  Sandgate, 
attending  a midwifery  case,  and  I met  the  inspector  of  lodging-houses.  I asked  liim  to  go 
through  a lane  with  me,  and  we  selected  a lane,  and  this  is  the  result.  {Here  the  witness 
handed  in  a paper.) 

2293.  You  accompanied  him? — Yes;  and  he  entered  these  premises  and  counted  the 
parties. 

2294.  {Chairman)  What  were  the  number  of  rooms  you  entered  ? — Twenty-three 
small  rooms. 

2295.  How  many  inhabitants  did  you  find  ? — Two  hundred  and  twenty. 

2296.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Is  this  Eddie's-entry  of  which  you  are  speaking  ? — Yes. 

2297.  {Chairman)  What  was  the  date  of  your  visit  ? — The  20th  of  November  1853. 

2298.  {Mr.  Simon)  You  wiU  adopt  that  statement  as  your  own  ? — Yes ; this  is  six 
weeks  or  two  months  after  cholera  had  been  here. 


Eeport  of  Persons  taking  in  Lodgers,  having  only  one  Boom. 
^Oth  November  1853. 


Where  situate. 

No. 

Names  of  Lodging-house 

No.  of  Family. 

No.  of  Ledgers. 

Dimensions  of 
Hoorn. 

Rent  per 

Num. 

Remarks. 

No.  of 
cubic  ft. 

Keeper. 

Lgth. 

feet. 

Brdth 

feet. 

Hght. 

feet. 

week. 

ber. 

for  each 
Person. 

Eddye’s  Entry, 

1 

James  Flinn 

M other, 1 child 

6 lodgers,  pa  yi  np 

16 

9 

8 

t. 

1 

d. 

6 

9 

Room  very 

128 

Sandgate. 

^d.  per  n i plit. 

dirty. 

Ditto 

2 

Domnick  Cummins  - 

Wife,  2 children 

8 lodgers,  paying 

16 

13 

8 

1 

/ 

12 

Ditto. 

150 

^d.  per  night. 

Ditto  - 

3 

Rodger  Flaharty  - 

VVqfe,  1 child  - 

6 female  lodgers 

16 

9 

8 

1 

6 

9 

Ditto. 

128 

Ditto  - 

4 

Patrick  Mackintire  - 

Wife,  1 child 

9 lodgers 

16 

13 

8 

1 

9 

12 

Ditto. 

150 

Ditto 

5 

John  Dunbar 

- 

3 visitors  - 

13 

12 

8 

1 

7 

4 

Ditto 

312 

Ditto  - 

6 

John  Dunbar  - 

Wife  - 

2 lodgers 

16 

13 

8 

1 

n 

4 

Ditto. 

416 

Ditto 

7 

Daniel  Coganes  - 

Wife 

10  lodgers,  paying 

15 

12 

8 

1 

9 

12 

Ditto. 

120 

3s.  9d.  for  their 
lodging  per  week 

Ditto  - 

8 

Robert  Coneley 

Wife,  3 children 

7 visitors 

14 

13 

8 

1 

8 

12 

Ditto. 

121 

Ditto 

9 

Mary  Timmings  - 

- 

14  lodgers  or 

14 

13 

8 

1 

^2 

15 

Ditto. 

97 

visitors. 

Ditto  - 

10 

Thomas  Cartey 

Wife  - 

3 visitors 

13 

12 

8 

1 

6 

5 

Ditto. 

250 

Ditto 

11 

Michael  PJeCassay 

Wife,  4 children 

4 lodgers  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8 

8 

Ditto. 

- 

Ditto  - 

12 

Patrick  Dockerty 

- 

5 visitors 

- 

- 

1 

6 

Ditto. 

- 

Ditto  - 

13 

Mathew  Conner  - 

Wife,  1 child  - 

2 lodgers  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

8i 

5 

Ditto. 

- 

Ditto 

14 

Christopher  Taylor  - 

Wife,  9 children 

3 lodgers 

14 

13 

8 

1 

9 

14 

Ditto. 

104 

Ditto  - 

15 

Thomas  McKay  - 

Wife,  2 children 

1 1 lodgers  or 

14 

13 

8 

visitors. 

1 

15 

Ditto. 

97 

Ditto  - 

16 

James  McLarkey 

Wife,  1 child  - 

9 lodgers  - 

14 

13 

8 

1 

8-^ 

11 

Ditto. 

121 

Ditto 

17 

Patrick  Barret 

- 

7 visitors 

13 

12 

8 

1 

9 

8 

Ditto. 

156 

Ditto  - 

18 

James  Murphy 

Wife,  3 children 

6 visitors  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

11 

Ditto. 

- . 

Ditto 

19 

Michal  McDonald 

4 brothers  and  2 





— 

— 

sisters. 

1 

9 

7 

Ditto. 

— 

Ditto  - 

20 

Walter  Swift  - 

Wife,  2 children 

3 lodgers  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

7 

Ditto. 

— 

Ditto 

21 

AVhinniford  Barret 

- 

16  lodgers 

• 



— 

1 

6 

17 

Ditto. 

— 

Ditto  - 

22 

Thomas  Pardon 

Wife  - 

3 lodgers  - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

Ditto. 

— 

Ditto 

23 

John  Cuyan 

Wife,  1 child  - 

5 lodgers 

1 

3 

8 

Ditto. 

In  the  above  twenty-three  small  I visited  these  Booms  accompanied  by  William 

rooms  we  found  220  people  Newton,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  and  No.  1 17,  Nicholas 

lodging.  Buglass,  on  the  night  of  the  20th  November 

Richard  J.  Ackbigg,  1853,  and  found  the  above  lodgers. 

Inspector  of  Lodging-houses.  Richard  J.  Ackkigg, 

Inspector  of  Lodging-houses. 
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2299.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  that  represents  a worse  than  average  condition 
of  that  particular  entry  ? — I have  no  reason  to  think  so.  I did  not  go  down  there  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  it. 

2300.  Are  there  many  entries  in  your  district  in  which  you  believe  the  crowding 
to  be  equally  great  ? — I believe  that  in  all  Irish  houses  the  same  overcrowding 
prevails. 

2301.  And  of  such  Irish  houses,  are  there  a great  number  in  the  district? — Yes,  a very 
great  number. 

2302.  Can  you  approach  at  all  to  an  estimate  of  what  amount  of  population  may  be 
living  in  that  way  ? — I cannot  do  that,  except  by  a very  rude  approximation.  I have 
thought  that  perhaps  there  might  be  superadded  to  the  occupiers  of  single  rooms  throughout 
the  town,  between  five  thousand  and  six  thousand  people — that  is,  scattered  over  these 
tenemented  rooms  ; so  that  the  population,  which,  according  to  the  census,  I believe,  is 
somewhere  about  88,000,  might  be  five  thousand  or  six  thousand  more. 

2303.  You  think  that  these  promiscuous  lodgers  and  visitors  are  not  counted  in  the 
census  ? — I think  not. 

2301.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  mean  that  they  are  habitually  absent  during  the  day,  and 
present  by  night  ? — If  you  go  to  this  entry  during  the  day,  you  will  find  a different  set 
of  inhabitants  from  what  you  find  at  night.  The  beds  are  shaken  down  ; they  are  always 
occupied  by  a certain  number  ; but  different  people  take  their  leisure  at  different  hours  of 
the  day  or  night. 

2305.  More  by  night  than  by  day  ? — Yes. 

2306.  (Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  the  condition  of  the  rooms  that  are  crowded  in  this  way, 
and  the  condition  of  the  rooms  of  the  poor  generally  throughout  your  district ; are  they 
well  ventilated  and  well  lighted  ? — There  is  no  ventilation  ; the  lighting  is  very  bad  ; 
they  are  mostly  situated  within  narrow  alleys  ; and  they  are  only  lighted  by  a reflected 
light.  The  ventilation  is  very  bad.  When  I made  that  visit  with  Inspector  Ackrigg,  he 
became  sick  in  one  of  the  rooms,  owing  to  the  horrible  effluvia.  It  was  most  offensive  ; 
the  smell  of  faeces  and  human  sweat ; the  want  of  ventilation  was  most  offensive. 

2307.  (Chairman.)  In  your  presence  he  became  sick,  from  the  stench  in  one  of  the 
rooms? — In  my  presence.  He  retired  to  the  door  to  vomit,  and  I was  very  nearly 
following  him. 

2308.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  there  considerable  parts  of  your  district,  to  which  the 
description  you  just  now  gave  would  apply,  viz.,  that  no  direct  light  or  sunshine  can  come 
to  them  ? — A very  great  portion  of  my  district.  There  is  nothing  but  reflected  light. 

2309.  (Chairman.)  Has  it  ever  happened  to  you  before  to  feel  ready  to  vomit  in  your 
official  visits  to  these  places  ? — Yes,  I have  frequently  retired  and  vomited.  During  the 
fever  epidemic  it  was  a usual  thing  in  the  morning. 

2310.  (Mr.  Simon)  On  entering  these  rooms  the  stink  has  overpowered  you  ? — Yes. 
During  the  time  of  the  fever  there  might  be  ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen  people  lying  in  a 
room,  and  two  or  three  dead  bodies  amongst  the  living  ; and  I have  had  to  pick  my 
steps  over  the  dead  to  get  to  the  living ; and  frequently  I have  felt  sick. 

2311.  Has  it  happened  to  you  to  find  on  any  occasion  three  dead  bodies  in  a room? — 
It  has  upon  an  occasion  which  I have  in  my  mind  just  now. 

2312.  Has  it  happened  to  you  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  find  two  dead  bodies  in  a 
room  ? — I have  frequently  seen  two  dead  bodies  in  a room. 

2313.  To  see  three  dead  bodies  in  a room  is,  of  course,  so  shocking  a sight,  that  I may 
ask  you  whether  you  can  call  to  mind  to  have  seen  that  moi'e  than  once? — I counted,  in 
the  beginning  of  September  1817,  three  dead  bodies  in  a room,  one  morning  when  I went 
in  to  visit  some  patients  at  the  head  of  Craig’s-alley. 

2314.  Is  the  defect  of  ventilation  in  these  places  owing  to  an  obstinate  closure  of 
windows  by  the  occupants,  or  is  it  owing  to  such  a construction  of  buildings  in  the  courts, 
and  alle}'s,  and  streets,  as  forbids  ventilation  ? — Both  causes.  The  alleys  are  so 
constructed  that  ventilation  is  defective,  and  the  poor  render  that  state  of  things  worse 
by  being  disinclined  to  open  their  windows.  I knoAV  that  their  windows  have  been 
broken  by  medical  men  to  let  the  air  in.  I might  add  that  I think  that  in  winter  their 
clothing  is  so  bad,  that  they  do  not  like  to  expose  themselves  to  cold.  In  summer  the 
ventilation  is  better. 

2315.  Can  you  mention  any  considerable  exceptions  to  this  condition  of  things  among 
the  poorer  people  in  your  district  ? Can  you  mention  any  block  of  houses,  or  any  block 
of  lodgings,  of  any  kind  whatever,  where  the  poor  people  are  decently  housed  ?— No,  I 
do  not  know  in  this  town  any  jfiace  v/here  the  poor  people  are  decently  housed. 

2316.  How,  in  your  district,  are  the  poor  people  off  for  privy  accommodation  ? — I do 
not  know  that  the  poor  people  have  any  privies  at  all.  I think  that  they  are  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  privy  accommodation. 

2317.  How  many  privies  can  you  recollect  in  your  district  ? — There  is  a public  privy  at 
the  end  of  the  Swirle,  and  there  has  been  a privy  erected  since  the  cholera  occurred. 

2318.  We  are  anxious  to  know  what  was  the  state  of  things  before  the  cholera  ? — There 
was  a privy  at  the  foot  of  the  Swirle  on  the  31st  of  August  that  had  been  there  for  a 
long  time.  That  was  the  only  privy  that  I know  of  in  that  part  of  the  town. 

2319.  (Chairman.)  Were  you  intimately  acquainted  with  the  state  of  Sandgate  as 
regards  privy  accommodation  on  the  31st  of  August  1853  ? — I think  so. 
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2320.  How  many  public,  and  how  many  private  privies  were  there  in  that  district  at 
that  time  ? — There  was  one  public  privy,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I think  there 
were  four  private  privies. 

2321.  Was  there  one  in  the  Tyne  brewery  for  the  use  of  the  hands  there  ? — Yes,  I 
think  there  is  one  there,  and  was  then. 

2322.  Was  there  one  in  the  Portland  Arms,  for  the  use  of  those  resorting  to  that 
public  house  ? — That  was  a water-closet,  not  a privy. 

2323.  {Mt.  Simon.)  Was  there  one  in  Half  Moon-entry  ? — Yes. 

2324).  Was  it  public? — No,  in  a public  house. 

2325.  (Ghairman.)  And  one  in  a private  house,  erected  by  the  owner  ? — Yes. 

2326.  Was  the  state  of  these  three  privies  and  one  water-closet  good  and  satisfactory  ? 
— I do  not  know  much  about  them,  except  one. 

2327.  What  do  you  know  about  that  one? — It  was  carefully  locked  up,  and  nobody 
had  any  access  to  it  except  those  for  whom  it  was  intended. 

2328.  Which  was  that  ? — The  privy  in  the  Half  Moon-lane. 

2329.  (Mr.  Simon)  Did  the  privy  at  the  foot  of  the  Swirle  exist  on  the  first  of 
September,  1853  ? — Yes,  it  has  been  there  a long  time. 

2330.  To  how  many  persons  does  it  furnish  what  I suppose  I may  caU  sittings  ? — I do 
not  know  how  many  exactly.  They  are  very  hospitable  ; they  allow  any  one  to  go  in. 

2331.  Is  it  divided  into  separate  seats  ? — Yes,  there  is  a rude  division. 

2332.  Extending  to  the  top  of  the  place,  or  merely  like  the  arms  of  chairs  ? — No  ; you 

could  pick  your  neighbour’s  pocket  there  if  you  liked.  • 

2333.  Is  it  in  good  condition  ? — It  is  a dirty,  filthy  place.  There  is  a horrible  stencL 

2334.  Is  there  an  ash-pit  in  connection  with  it  ? — No. 

2335.  Do  the  labouring  classes  of  your  district  seem  willing  to  have  recourse  to  this 
privy  ? — I have  never  asked  them.  I do  not  know  their  sentiments. 

2336.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  population,  in  your  judgment,  of  this  district  of 
Sandgate  ? — I think  it  is  under  5,000. 

2337.  Of  these  5,000  people,  how  many  do  you  think  were  enabled  to  have  recourse 
to  the  four  private  privies,  including  the  locked-up  one  which  you  have  mentioned  ? — You 
will  find  upon  the  New-road,  winch  by  some  is  called  Sandgate,  upon  the  east  end  of  the 
New-road,  east  of  the  Wood-entry,  there  are  a few  houses,  perhaps  fifteen,  that  have 
privies.  If  you  exclude  the  parties  in  those  houses  which  do  not  belong  to  Sandgate 
proper,  I should  say  that  the  people  having  recourse  to  the  four  private  privies  would 
only  be  the  occupants  of  the  houses  themselves — that  is,  every  one  else  would  be  driven 
to  use  the  public  privy.  There  is  no  other  accommodation  for  them. 

2338.  If  you  were  to  compute  that  100  persons  resorted  to  each  of  those  four  private 
privies,  would  it  be  a fair  computation? — No,  100  persons  would  not  use  them.  I should 
say  that,  upon  the  average,  you  ought  not  to  put  down  more  than  twelve  for  each 
private  privy. 

2339.  Do  you  think  that  more  than  100  persons  altogether  resorted  to  those  four 
privies  ? — I should  think  not. 

2340.  Then,  suppo.sing  the  population  of  Sandgate  to  be  under  5,000  people,  and  the 
number  of  persons  resorting  to  the  four  private  privies  there  to  be  under  100,  would 
you  say  that  as  many  as  4,500  people  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  this  one  public 
one? — Far  more  than  that ; because,  on  the  quay  side,  there  is  not  only  our  resident 
popidation,  but  a large  concourse  of  foreigners  and  sailors  from  various  parts. 

2341.  (Mr.  Bateman)  How  many  thousand  persons  would,  in  your  opinion,  use  this 
public  privy  ? — I would  rather  leave  it  indefinite.  I cannot  tell. 

2342.  (Chairman)  Are  you  quite  confident  that  it  must  be  above  4,500  ? — Yes  ; you 
cannot  exactly  estimate  it  without  counting. 

2343.  And  this  one  public  privy,  for  a population  at  all  events  exceeding  4,500,  I 
understand  you  to  say  was  in  an  improper  state? — Yes. 

2344.  (ilfr.  Simon.)  Is  this  privy  complained  of  by  residents  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  as  a stinking  nuisance  ? — There  is  nobody  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. I do  not  think  the  people  do  complain.  In  fact,  in  Newcastle,  people  very  seldom 
complain  of  these  things. 

2345.  Then  we  infer,  from  what  you  say,  that  the  5,000  persons  of  Sandgate  are  not 
at  all  sufficiently  provided  with  privies  ? — Certainly  not. 

2346.  What  is  the  result  of  that  defective  accomnuodation  ? — The  result  is,  that  in 
those  common  lodging-houses  you  find  that  man,  woman,  and  child  (I  wiU  quote  the 
language  I used  in  writing  to  the  Times)  have  to  perform  the  acts  of  nature  in  each 
other’s  presence. 

2347.  They  use  vessels  of  one  sort  or  another  in  their  rooms  ? — They  use  a vessel  here 
called  a “ kit.” 

2348.  And  that  kit  is  subsequently  emptied — where  ? — Into  the  lane— that  is,  by  the 
great  majority  of  people  ; but  I may  observe,  that  you  have  in  Sandgate  an  aboriginal 
poprdation,  who  carry  their  kits  down  to  the  river,  and  who  are  very  clean. 

2349.  [Chairman)  How  often  do  they  carry  their  kits  to  the  river,  hourly  or  daily 
— It  is  done  during  dark.  I never  saw  it  done  in  daylight. 

2350.  (Mr.  Simon)  Are  they  obliged,  in  the  intervals  between  dark  and  dark,  then, 
to  keep  these  kits  in  their  dwelling-rooms  ? — I expect  they  are. 
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2351;  And  on  the  occasions  when  you  have  found  yourself  sickened,  or  have  seen  other 
persons  sickened,  on  entering  such  rooms,  has  the  atmosphere  which  has  jwoduced  that 
sickness  been  tainted  with  the  stink  of  their  kits  ? — Yes.  You  can  generally  detect  it. 
The  atmosphere  is  generally  fsecal. 

2352.  In  their  rooms  ?— Yes,  in  the  rooms  of  the  overcrowded  Irish. 

2353.  Is  the  atmosphere  sensibly  faecal  in  the  passages  leading  to  their  houses  in  the 
entries  ?— Yes,  if  you  just  put  your  nose  into  the  corner  of  a street  you  will  feel  it. 

2354.  (Chairman?)  Have  you  habitually,  in  yom*  visits  to  these  places,  seen  in  room 
after  room  a kit  more  or  less  fuU  of  faecal  matter  ? — Yes. 

2355.  Habitually,  in  room  after  room  ? — In  room  after  room. 

2356.  And  where  you  did  not  see  it  in  the  room,  did  you  frequently  see  it  at  the  stair- 
head, or  the  stair-corner  ? — If  I did  not  see  it  in  the  room,  I saw  it  in  the  lane.  It  was 
sure  to  be  near  the  dwelling. 

2357.  You  saw  it  both  in  the  rooms,  and  on  the  stairs,  and  in  the  thoroughfares  ? — 
Yes  ; in  the  public  streets  excrement  was  habitually  scattered  about. 

2358.  That  was  the  rule,  and  not  the  exception  ? — The  rule  certainly. 

2359.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  the  persons  resident  in  these  districts  complain  of  the  incon- 
venience or  of  the  annoyance  to  which  they  are  thus  put,  and  of  the  nuisance  'which  arises 
from  this  diffusion  of  excrement  in  the  streets  ? — The  native  population  do.  The  Irish 
do  not. 

2360.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  habitually  found  fever  present  in  these  places,  where 
this  diffusion  of  faecal  matter  in  room,  and  in  staircase,  and  in  thoroughfare  prevailed  ? — 
I have.  Whenever  fever  has  prevailed  in  the  town,  I have  found  it  in  these  places. 

2361.  (Mr.  Simon.)  With  this  habitual  distribution  of  filth  upon  the  pavement,  it 
is  matter  of  a good  deal  of  interest  to  know  how  frequently  the  scavenging  is 
performed.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  upon  that  subject  ? — Just  now  I dai’e  say 
it  'will  be  performed  very  frequently.  Scavenging  used  to  be  performed,  I believe,  in  the 
lanes  of  Sandgate  once  a week.  In  those  lanes  which  did  not  communicate  with  the 
main  street,  the  cul  de  sacs  I mean,  it  was  never  done. 

2362.  Before  the  eruption  of  cholera  last  autumn,  how  frequently  was  the  cleansing 
performed  in  your  district  generally  ? — I think  twice  a week. 

2363.  Was  there  any  difference  as  regards  cleansing  between  the  alleys  which  are 
thoroughfares  and  those  which  are  cul  de  sacs  ? — Yes.  I cannot  say,  about  that  time, 
whether  there  was  or  not ; but  it  used  to  be  the  case  that  the  cul  de  sacs  were  never 
cleansed. 

2364.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  hose  and  jet  used  in  those  alleys  for  cleansing  them  ? — Yes. 

2365.  Frequently  ? — No,  very  seldom. 

2366.  (Chairman.)  At  what  time  ? — I saw  some  of  them  thus  cleansed  after  cholera 
had  invaded  the  town. 

2367.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  recollect  to  have  seen  it  before  that  period  ? — I think  I 
remember  seeing  it  used  in  1847. 

2368.  You  can  answer  for  its  not  being  an  habitual  thing  ? — It  certainly  is  not ; it  was 
very  seldom  used — once  a year  or  so,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

2369.  Is  there,  throughout  your  district  generally,  good  accommodation  in  ash-pits  ? — 
No  ; the  usual  method,  even  in  the  better  parts  of  the  district,  is  to  put  the  ashes  into 
scuttles,  and  to  have  them  emptied  into  the  cart  that  comes  round  daily. 

2370.  Are  kits  ever  emptied  into  the  cart? — Certainly j the  contents  of  the  kit  are 
expected  to  ]')ass  away  into  the  cart. 

2371.  Do  you  believe  that  in  many  cases  the  cart  is  used  for  the  contents  of  the  kit  ? — 
Yes,  I believe  that  a number  of  residents  in  these  habitations  do  so. 

2372.  The  original  residents,  as  distinguished  from  the  immigratory  or  Irish 
population  ? — Yes,  the  original  residents  in  Sandgate  are  an  extraordinarily  clean 
population,  and  are  well  clothed  ; the  houses  are  remarkably  clean,  they  are  good  cooks, 
and  live  weU. 

2373.  Do  you  speak  particularly  of  the  class  of  keelmen  ? — Yes  ; and  I speak  of  the 
older  residents  altogether — the  original  residents  that  we  had  here  before  1846,  before  we 
had  such  an  immigTation  of  Irish.  Previously  to  the  Irish  fever,  the  Sandgate  population 
was  very  different  from  what  it  now  is. 

2374.  (Chairman.)  The  theory  of  scavenging  I believe  was  that  the  cart  went 
through  the  thoroughfares,  and  did  not  come  into  the  courts,  and  lanes,  and  entries  ? — Yes. 

2375.  So  that  the  kit,  in  order  to  be  emptied  into  the  cart,  had  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
court  into  the  thoroughfare  ? — Precisely  so. 

2376.  Did  any  considerable  part  of  the  population  of  these  courts  carry  out  their  kits 
in  this  way? — Yes,  I think  a few  of  the  old  population  woidd — they  must  have  done  so ; 
but  a good  many  threw  it  into  the  area.  That  was  the  way  in  which  all  the  inhabitants 
of  those  Irish  lodging-houses  disposed  of  their  excrement. 

2377.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Does  the  cart  go  round  now  every  day  ? — Yes. 

2378.  Do  you  know  at  what  time? — I do  not  know.  Just  before  cholera  broke  out  I 
complained  that  it  went  round  too  late,  about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  fox’enoon  in  those 
denser  parts  of  the  to-wn. 

2379.  (Chairman.)  With  reference  to  the  ash-pit  accommodation,  did  you  find  it 
sufficient  ? — Not  by  any  means  sufficient. 
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2380.  Did  you  find  the  ash-pits  which  you  did  meet  with  in  a good  condition  ? — No, 
they  were  nearly  all  in  a had  condition  ; there  was  no  regulation  as  to  the  removal  of 
their  contents.  There  was  a difficulty,  even  amongst  the  higher  classes,  in  getting  the  ash- 
pits cleared  out. 

2381.  Supposing  it  should  appear  that  in  the  year  1846  a local  Act  was  obtained, 
authorising  the  tovm  council,  with  a view  to  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, from  time  to  time  to  order  all  or  any  of  the  privies,  ash-pits,  and  receptacles  for 
manure  and  refuse  within  the  borough,  to  be  emptied  and  cleansed  by  the  occupiers 
of  the  houses,  under  a penalty,  would  you  consider  that  that  power  had  been 
adequately  put  in  force  from  1846  to  1853  ? — No,  I do  not  think  it  has  ever  been  put 
in  force.  In  fact  I should  say  it  is  a dead  letter. 

2382.  {Mr.  SimOii.)  How  is  the  water  supply  of  your  district  ? — A good  many  of  the 
tenemented  houses  have  water  supplied  to  them,  but  rather  defectively.  The  Avater  is 
admitted  into  the  house,  but  there  is  no  sink,  no  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  refuse 
water  ; so  that  frequently,  when  water  gets  to  a tenant  high  up  staii-s,  it  inundates  the 
house. 

2383.  By  his  carelesspess  ? — No  ; there  is  no  waste  pipe  there  to  take  the  water  aAvay  ; 
nothing  to  prevent  the  droppings  percolating  and  going  down  stairs. 

2384.  {Mr.  Bateman)  The  taps  sometimes  get  out  of  order  too  ? — Yes  ; and  they  very 
frequently  burst. 

2385.  {Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  believe  that  generally  in  your  district  the  poor  people 
have  a sufficiency  of  water? — Yes;  the  people  that  I knoAV  best  live  very  near  the 
Tyne,  and  they  have  an  abundant  supply  betwixt  the  Tyne  and  the  Wluttle  Dean. 

2386.  Do  you  hear  any  complaints  among  the  occupiers  of  tenemented  property  as  to 
scarcity  of  Avater  ? — Not  as  to  scarcity. 

2387.  Or  do  you  obseiwe  any  indications  of  Avant  of  winter  among  them? — No,  not  as 
to  quantity. 

2388.  Then  as  regards  the  quality,  have  you  any  opinion  on  that  subject  ? — I think  the 
Avmter  supplied  to  the  toAvn  had  been  very  bad  for  a long  time — perfect  puddle. 

2389.  During  Avhat  time? — For  about  two  months,  1 think,  previous  to  August  the 
31st,  1853. 

2390.  {Chairman.)  All  July  and  August?— Yes;  in  fact  during  the  whole  of  the 
summer  and  autumn  it  was  A^ery  bad. 

2391.  {Mr.  Simon)  You  have  used  the  plirase  “ puddle,”  do  you  mean  it  was  thick  ? — 
It  was  thick  ; it  was  opaque. 

2392.  Had  it  any  bad  property  beyond  its  opaqueness,  that  you  perceived  ? — I thought 
it  occasionally  stank. 

2393.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Did  you  drink  it  ? — No,  I never  did  for  a long  time. 

2394.  Did  you  recommend  other  people  to  aKstain  from  it  ? — Yes. 

2395.  {Mr.  Simo-n)  It  AAvas  offensHe  for  a long  period  ?— Offensive  both  to  the  taste 
and  to  the  smell. 

2396.  I shoidd  like  to  knoAV  your  aucavs,  as  a medical  man,  very  accurately  as  to  this 
taste  and  smell.  Did  it  convey  to  you  the  impression  that  there  was  fmcal  or  decomposing 
animal  matter  of  any  sort  in  it  ? — My  impression  Avas  that  it  contained  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  I never  tasted  it,  but  I thought  it  had  the  characteristics  of  Avater  charged 
with  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

2397.  Did  it  liaA^e  Avhat  would  be  called  commonly  a rotten  smeU — a smell  of 
putridity  ? — Yes. 

2398.  Were  there  complaints  made  to  you  officially  of  its  taste  and  smell? — In  almost 
eA^ery  house  that  I Avent  into,  the  common  question  was — “ What  shall  Ave  drink  ? We 
“ cannot  drink  the  Avatei’.”  I think  the  poor  people  found  that  their  health  was 
deteriorated  by  the  continual  use,  for  ordinary  and  dietetic  purposes,  of  this  Avater. 

2399.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Avater  acted  prejudicially  on  health  ? — Certainly  I do. 

2400.  Will  you  mention  to  us  some  illustrations  of  your  reason  for  forming  that 
opinion  ? — I had  found  diarrhoea  very  prevalent  for  a long  time,  and  I associated  the 
preA-alence  of  diarrhoea  in  the  first  instance  with  tins  badness  of  the  water. 

2401.  How  soon  did  that  general  preA^alence  of  diarrhoea  begin? — I think  we  had 
diarrhoea  to  a A’ery  unprecedented  extent  for  about  two  months,  speaking  roughly,  before 
the  31st  of  August : aU  August  and  all  July  Ave  had  diarrhoea,  Avhich  began  to  preA^ail 
very  extensively  about  the  beginning  of  August. 

2402.  Did  you  deem  it  requisite,  in  the  discharge  of  your  professional  duties,  to  caution 
people  against  the  use  of  this  Avater  ? — Invariably. 

2403.  In  the  case  of  those  who  had  preAuously  been  suffering  from  diarrhoea,  to  whom 
you  gaA'e  that  caution,  did  you  find  any  difference  after  any  time  ? — Yes ; I saw  no 
fatal  cases  of  diarrhoea  until  about  the  31st  of  August ; so  that  I concluded  from  that 
that  the  advice  had  been  wholesome. 

2404.  Were  you  able,  in  any  half-dozen  cases,  to  watch  the  operation  of  the  water  in 
such  detail  as  to  say  that,  when  it  was  discontinued,  diarrhoea  ceased,  and  Avhen  it  was 
resumed  diarrhoea  began  again ; there  being  no  other  difference  in  the  regimen  or 
medical  treatment  of  those  persons  ? — I do  not  know  such  a case  as  would  allow  me  to 
speak  upon  that  point.  I thought  the  water  was  bad,  and  I never  permitted  my  patients 
to  drink  it  again,  if  I could  help  it. 
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2405.  Did  it  happen  to  you  frequently,  where  you  Imd  given  that  caution  to  your 
patients,  to  have  them  tell  you  afterwards  that  the  diarrhcea  had  ceased?— I do  not 
remember  any  instance  of  that  kind. 

2406.  So  that  you  would  not  speak  to  more  than  a general  impression,  that  the  water- 

had  to  do  with  purging  ? — I say  that  the  water  was  physically  odensive,  and  I associated 
diarrluTea  with  its  use.  ’ 

2407.  It  was  such  water  as  you  would  liave  expected  to  pr-oduce  diarrhoea  ? Certainly 

2408.  Did  your  examination  of  the  water  take  place  at  several  taps  ?— Yes  it  was 

shewn  to  me  in  several  houses.  ’ 

^ 2409.  Can  jmu  answer  for  having  obser\'ed  an  unpleasant  smell  from  it  in  several 
different  houses  ? — Yes,  I can. 

2410.  We  have  asked  your  opinion  generally  as  to  the  lodging  of  the  people  in  vour 

district,  and  as  to  the  light  and  ventilation  they  get  ; whether  they  are  crowded— 
Avhether  they  have  sufficient  privy  accommodation— whetlier  they  have  sufficient  ash-pit 
accommodation— and  how  they  are  off  for  water.  We  should  be  glad  tc  know  whether 
the  general  description  you  have  given  us  would  apply  to  Pan  don  ? Yes. 

2411.  Would  it  apply  to  Silver-street  ? — Yes. 

2412.  Would  it  apply  to  Blyth  Nook  ? — Yes. 

241.3.  Would  it  apply  to  Wall  Knoll  ? — Yes. 

2414.  And  to  all  those  places  equally,  or  nearly  equally? Yes 

2415  Woulditapply  toCraigs-alley?-Craig’s-alleyhasbeen  a good  deal  improved 
since  cholera  in  1849— since  tlie  Irish  fever,  in  fact.  Craig’s-alley  is  better  than  it  used 
to  be. 


consider  it  a proper  place  for  human  beings  to  live  in  at  present  ? I do 

not  think  it  is,  but  it  might  be.  It  is  placed  in  such  a position  that  it  nearlv  drains 
itself 

2417.  Have  the  inmates  of  it  privy  accommodation  ? — No. 

2418.  Have  they  ash-pits  ? — They  have  an  ash-pit  amongst  them,  at  the  toil  of  Mount 
Pleasant. 


tenemented  dwellings  ?-Ye.s,  inhabited  l.y  the  low  Irish  stick-makers. 

2420.  Are  they  overcrowded  ? — Yes. 

2421.  And  dirty?  Yes,  very  dirty.  In  fact,  I was  there  a day  or  two  ago  ; it  was 
very  unpleasant.  I saw  excrement  lying  about  in  all  directions,  and  had  to  iiick  mv 
steps  in  getting  up  the  lanes.  I saw  overcrowding,  and  all  that  sort  of  thino-. 

2422.  The  next  place  I need  hardly,  perhaps,  ask  you  about,  as  that  is  about  a type  of 
your  district— that  is  Sandgate  ? — I think  you  are  wrong  about  Sandgate  : I think  that  is 
the  best  part  of  my  district. 


2423.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  to  ns,  from  many  quarters,  that  Sandgate  for  the 

greater  part  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  ?— I do  not  think  so.  I think  that  the  houses 
in  many  of  the  lanes  are  old  houses  certainly,  but  many  of  them  are  placed  at  such  an 
elevation,  after  you  get  to  them,  that  you  have  a fine  view  of  the  river  and  of  the 
shipping,  and  theie  is  anything  but  a want  of  ventilation  in  the  uiiper  parts  of  the 
dwellings  of  Sandgate.  1 1 i 

2424.  Of  some  of  them  ? — Of  a great  number  of  them. 

2425.  {Chairman.)  We  have  understood  that  the  houses  in  a great  part  of  Sandoate 
are  built  back  to  back,  with  the  fronts  within  a few  feet  of  one  another,  so  that  the^un 
and  wind  never  get  to  the  houses  hardly.  Is  that  so  ?— I think  the  ventilation  is  not  so 
very  bad  in  Sandgate,  as  the  wind  blows  from  the  river  up  the  alleys.  In  certain 
directions  you  have  a ventilation. 


^^2426.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  in  many  cases  is  not  tlie  way  to  the  entries  a covered  way 


242  ^ So  that  there  would  be  very  little  current  of  air  from  the  river  in  that  case 
would  there  ?— I think  the  current  of  air  ivould  depend,  not  upon  the  entrance  beinrr 
covered,  but  upon  the  relative  temperatures  of  the  air  upon  the  river  and  the  air  up  the 
lane. 


IV,  JVewton,  Esq. 
23d  Jan.  1854. 


2428.  1 he  opportunities  for  ventilation  which  you  have  spioken  of  would  probably  lie 

however,  confined  to  the  topnmst  rooms  of  the  houses,  would  they  not  ?— No  I think 
that  the  lower  parts  might  be  tolerably  well  ventilated.  I do  not  say  that  the  lower 
rooms  are  the  best  rooms,  or  altogether  fit  for  human  habitation,  but  I mean  to  say  tliey 
are  a great  deal  better  than  the  rooms  in  Wall  Knoll,  and  Pandon,  and  Pandon  Dean 
and  Dog  Bank,  and  Silver-street,  and  various  other  parts  of  my  district.  ' 

2429.  (Chairman.)  1 ou  think  that  the  Pandon  district  is  unfit  for  human  haliitation 

as  compared  with  the  Sandgate  district  ?— I should  say  that  the  Sandgate  district  is  bv 
Ro  means  the  woi’st.  I should  say,  considering  the  large  number  of  dweI!ino-s  there  it 
IS  the  best.  ^ ’ 


-430.  We  have  had  strong  evidence  from  two  or  three  superintendino-  inspectors 

Irom  Sir  John  Fife,  Doctor  Humble,  and  many  otliers— that,  in  their  opin  on,  Sandgate 
could  hardly,  by  any  contrivances,  be  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  without  first 
demolishing  it,_  and  then  building  it  up  again.  Is  it  3-our  opinion  that  that  s eriually  or 
still  niore  applicable  to  the  Pandon  district  ?— To  all  of  Pandon.  I have  been  in  every 
room  in  Sandgate  frequentl}*.  I have  spent  days  and  nights  in  those  non  s in  the 
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discharge  of  my  official  duties,  and  I know  them  well.  Within  the  last  three  years  the 
lanes  on  the  north  side  of  Sandgate  have  been  flagged  out,  and  since  then  you  will  find 
a gTeat  diminution  of  endemic  disease  and  fever. 

2431.  (M7\  Simon)  You  find  that  that  has  very  sensibly  improved  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  ? — It  has.  Before  that  you  had  fever  always  prevalent. 

2432.  Is  the  paving  equally  good  in  Pandon  ? — In  Pandon  the  pavement  has  been  put 
down  within  the  last  twelve  months ; until  then  it  was  very  wretched. 

2433.  {Chairman)  But  on  the  whole,  you  think  the  district  of  Pandon  is  quite  as 
bad  as  Sandgate  i — I think  W all  Knoll  and  Pandon  infinitely  worse  than  Sandgate. 

2434.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Silver-street  ? — Infinitely  worse. 

243-5.  Worse  than  Pandon  ? — I do  not  know.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  that. 

2436.  {Mr.  Simon)  Blyth  Nook  ? — Blyth  Nook  is  as  bad  as  can  be. 

2437.  Garth  Heads  ? — Garth  Heads  con.sists  of  property  of  a different  description — - 
newer  property. 

2438.  Built  more  widely  ? — Not  altogether  more  widely;  some  of  the  streets  are  built 
very  closely.  Tliere  are  Bedford-street  and  some  other  streets,  very  close  streets. 

2439.  Is  the  privy  accommodation  good  there  ? — They  have  more  privies  there,  but 
they  are  rarely  emptied,  and  they  become  nuisances. 

2440.  Do  they  communicate  with  the  ash-pits  ? — In  most  instances  they  do. 

2441.  Do  you  know  of  aiy  drained  privies  there— privies  with  water  supply — that  is 
to  say,  water-closets  ? — No. 

2442.  Do  you  happen  to  know  of  a water-closet  in  that  district? — No. 

2443.  {Chairman.)  You  mentioned  one  in  Sandgate,  I think  ? — Yes,  but  that  is  not 
in  this  district  ; you  are  talking  about  Garth  Heads. 

2444.  Do  you  know  any  other  group  or  block  of  streets  like  the  group  about  Sand- 
gate, or  the  group  about  Pandon,  which  you  think  is  in  anything  like  the  same  improper 
condition? — I think,  if  you  look  at  the  map,  you  will  find  a block  of  houses  from  Dean- 
street  to  Pilgrim-street. 

2445.  {3Ir.  Simon)  Down  to  Butcher-bank,  and  up  to  Mosley-street ? — Yes;  you  must 
make  some  exceptions — that  is  to  say,  the  front  of  Mosley-street  and  of  Dean-streef. 

2446.  As  far  down  even  as  Low-bridge  it  is  very  bad  ? — Yes.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
privy  accommodation.  I know  two  oi-  three  houses  at  the  Low-bridge.  When  cholera 
was  bad  here,  one  man  went  to  St.  Nicholas-square  common  privy  ; his  wife  had  to  fetch 
him,  and  he  was  dead  before  she  got  him  to  the  house. 

2447.  There  is  a common  privy  in  St.  Nicholas-square  ? — Yes. 

2448.  Is  that  a well-ordered  privy  ? — No,  it  is  like  all  the  other  public  privies  here — 
beastly  places. 

2449.  Is  it  under  a house  ? — Yes  ; I do  not  know  whether  it  is  under  a dwelling  house 
or  not ; it  is  under  a building. 

2450.  {Chairman.)  Taking  as  a group  this  district  between  Mosley-street,  PilgTim- 
street,  Dean-street,  and  Butcher-bank,  and  excepting  certain  portions  of  it  along  the 
front  of  these  lietter  streets,  would  you  say  that  the  generality  of  that  district,  so 
excepted,  was  as  bad,  or  nearly  as  bad,  as  Sandgate  and  Pandon  ? — Quite  as  bad.  In 
the  interior  courts,  and  so  on,  it  is  (piite  as  bad. 

2451.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Shield-field? — In  Shield-field  there  are  privies  and  ash-pits. 

2452.  In  combination? — Yes,  mostly  together;  but  there  is  no  drainage,  and  it  is 
very  often  under  water  altogether  neaily.  In  fact,  I have  two  oi’  three  patients  there, 
who  have  had  to  take  refuge  in  the  upper  parts  of  their  house  ; they  have  been  flooded  out. 

2453.  What  does  that  flooding  come  from  ? — I think  want  of  drainage. 

2454.  Is  it  rain  fall  that  floods  them  ? Is  it  the  Pandon  Dean  that  floods  them  ? — 
No,  it  stands  right  upon  a small  table  land,  so  to  speak.  I might  mention  to  you  that, 
at  the  last  town  improvement  committee  ineeting,  the  Rev.  Richard  Clayton  wrote  a 
letter,  drawing  the  attention  of  the  corporation  to  the  state  of  Shield-field,  saying  that 
he  and  his  colleagues  had  witnessed  the  wretched  state  of  Shield-field,  and  asking  the 
attention  of  the  authorities  to  remedy  it. 

2455.  When  was  that  ? — Last  Wednesday  week. 

2456.  (Chairman.)  The  upshot  of  your  evidence  would  seem  to  be  that,  in  your 
o]jinion,  a very  large  proportion  of  your  whole  district  is  in  such  a state,  that  one  would  be 
tempted  to  say  it  was  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  any  worse  than 
other  parts  of  the  town.  I think  it  is  a good  deal  better  in  many  respects.  More  has 
been  done  for  it  of  late  years.  It  was  worse,  but  it  is  now  improving. 

2457.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  mean  that  to  be  in  praise  of  your  district,  or  in  dispraise 
of  the  others  ? — I think  it  is  both.  I think  we  are  getting  better,  and  the  others  are 
getting  worse. 

2458.  But  in  respect  of  your  district  especially,  do  jmu  consider  it  a wholesome 
district  for  people  to  live  in? — A great  many  most  respectable  people  live  in  it. 

2459.  Do  many  of  them  die  there  too? — Yes,  they  do  occasionally. 

2460.  Do  you  think  they  die  out  of  fair  proportion  there  ? — You  will  find  in  this 
return  {hoynding  in  a paper)  for  All  Saints’  parish,  including  not  only  all  my  district, 
but  part  of  Mr.  M'Nay’s  — for  the  correctness  of  the  details  of  which  Mr,  George  Grey, 
the  assistant  overseer,  is  answerable  — that  the  mortality  in  Sandgate  was  rather  less 
than  the  mortality  in  some  other  parts  of  the  parish. 
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Cholera  Reiurn  for  All  Saints  Parish,  as  divided  into  seven  Sections,  showing  the 
Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Stieet,  the  Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Section,  the  Popu- 
lation of  each,  and  the  Proportion  of  Deaths  to  Population  in  each  Section. 
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No.  of 
Deaths 
in  1 acl) 
Streot. 

No.  of 
Deatlis 
in  each 
Street. 

Sect.  No.  1. 

Sect.  No.  4. 

Pilgrim  Street  and  Lanes 

23 

South  side  of  High  Bridge 

- 

1 

Ridley  Villas 

■ - 

3 

Bells  Court 

6 

Regent  Terrace 

- 

2 

Mosley  Street 

- 

— 

Argyle  Street  and  Argyle  Place 

- 

Low  Bridge 

• 

3 

Stepney  Terrace  - 

- 

4 

Painter  Heugh 

_ 

4 

Melbourne  Street 

- 

7 

Silver  Street 

• 

14 

Buxton  Street 

7 

Manor  Chase 

. 

6 

Gibson  Street 

14 

Manors,  West  Side 

1 

Blagdon  Street 

- 

5 

Dog  Bank  - 

- 

7 

Blagdon  Street,  Little 

- 

5 

Butcher  Bank 

. 

12 

Bedford  Street  and  Place 

- 

6 

Side 

• 

2 

Grenville  Street  - 

- 

4 

Dean  Court 

- 

2 

No.  Side,  New  Road  - 

- 

2 

Quayside  to  Broadchare 

- 

1 

Egypt  - 

- 

3 

Hornsby s Chare  - 

- 

2 

Howard  Street 

- 

8 

Pallisters  Chare 

. 

1 

Richmond  Street  - 

- 

5 

Trinity  Chare 

- 

2 

Heaton  Terrace 

- 

1 

Rewcastle  Chase 

. 

1 

Chatham  Place 

- 

3 

Grey  Street 

- 

1 

Elswick 

- 

- 

Hoppers  Entry 

- 

5 

Elswick  Lane 

1 

Garth  Heads 

- 

2 

1 in  53. 

94 

Russel  Terrace 

- 

2 

— 

Wdkinson’s  Buildings  - 

1 

Sect.  No.  2. 

1 in  47. 

92 

Carliol  Square 

- 

2 

Gaol 

- 

9 

Carliol  Street 

- 

1 

Trafalgar  Street 

- 

5 

Sect.  No.  5. 

Picion  Terrace 

- 

1 

Pandon  Dean 

- 

7 

San  (Ta  ate 

- 

19 

Pandon  Bank 

- 

South  Side  of  New  Road 

- 

8 

Pandon 

- 

10 

Nortli  Sliore 

- 

6 

Craig’s  Aliev 

- 

3 

Cross  Keys  Entrv 

- 

2 

Wall  Knoll  - 

- 

11 

Pot  Hou.se  Entry  - 

- 

1 

Sallyport  Gate 

- 

2 

Keel  ditto 

- 

- 

Factory  Lane 

- 

1 

Flag  ditto 

- 

- 

Keelman’s  Hospital 

- 

o 

Petrie’s  ditto 

- 

- 

Causeway  Rank 

- 

1 

Maughan’s  Chare  - 

- 

Vint’s  Buildings  - 

- 

1 

Bine  Bell  Enti'y 

- 

Croft  Stairs  . 

- 

1 

Pin  Entry 

- 

2 

Quayside,  East  of  Broadchare 

- 

1 

Halfmoon  ditto 

- 

t 

Byker  Chare 

- 

1 

Swirl 

- 

I 

Blythe’s  Nook 

- 

7 

Dock  House,  ditt  > 

- 

- 

Stockbridge 

- 

3 

Nil'll  mo’s  Entry 

- 

1 

Do\Mie\’s  Entrv 

- 

- 

1 in  62. 

80 

North  Side. 

Sect.  No.  3. 

Dark  Entry 

- 

— 

Adelaide  'I’crrace  - 

Newton’s  or  Robson  ditto 

- 

o. 

Shieldfield  - 

- 

3 

White  Boar  d tto  - 

- 

J 

Wilkie  Street 

- 

1 

Ropery  Bank 

- 

2 

Camden  Street 

i 

Wood  Entry 

- 

Napier  Street 

- 

I 

Somerv  ille’s  ditto 

- 

3 

York  Street  - 

- 

2 

Rowe’>  Gallery  and  Watson’s 

- 

- 

Franklin  Street  - 

_ 

1 

White  House  Entry 

- 

Shield  Street 

- 

2 

Nag’s  Head  Alley 

- 

9 

Wesley  Street 

- 

7 

Young’s 

- 

7 

Wesley  Terrace 

- 

1 

Hunters 

- 

1 

Carlton  Street 

- 

1 

Mdl  Entry  - 

- 

1 

Canada  Street 

n. 

5 

Sellar’s  En'ry 

- 

O 

Hardy’s  Buildings 

- 

1 

Eddy’s  Entry 

- 

5 

Union  Terrace 

- 

3 

Johnson  s Entry  - 

- 

4 

Ingham  Place 

- 

1 

New  Quay  - 

2 

1 in  79. 

30 

1 in  54. 

90 
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IF.  Newton,  Esq. 
23d  J&ii*  1854. 


No.  of 
Deaths 
in  encli 
Street. 

No.  of 
Death.s 
in  eacli 
Street. 

Sect.  No.  6. 

Sect.  No.  7. 

Saint  Ann’s  Row  ... 

_ 

West  Ballast  Hills 

2 

Cut  Bank  - - - 

4 

Brewery  Bank 

Lime  Street  ... 

14 

Post  Office  Place  - - . 

2 

Ouse  Street  - - - 

7 

Quality  Row 

6 

Tyne  Street  . - . 

.3 

Burnside  to  York  Street 

3 

Nelson  Street 

_ 

York  Street- 

2 

Millers  Hill  ... 

1 

East  Ballast  Hills 

9 

Oats’  Landing 

Albion  Row- 

Fulton’s  Landing- 

_ 

Saint  Lawrence  - - . 

9 

Saint  Ann’s  Terrace  - 

1 

Miisliroom  - - . 

2 

Saint  Lawrence  Square 

1 

Colliery  Houses 

1 

1 in  57. 

.SO 

1 in  84. 

33 

Total  of 
SectioiLs. 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  each 
Section. 

Population 
ot  each 
Section. 

Proportion  of 
Deaths 

to  Population. 

Section  i 

94 

5036 

1 in  53 

o 

yy 

80 

501 S 

1 in  62 

» 3 

30 

2370 

1 in  79 

» 4 

92 

4352 

1 in  47 

» 5 

90 

4890 

1 in  54 

» 6 

30 

1711 

1 in  57 

« 7 

33 

2780 

1 in  84 

449 

26157 

1 in  58 

2461.  (Chairman.)  I only  find  two  districts  here  which  are  worse  than  Sandgate.  The 
mortality  in  Sandgate  I find  is  1 in  54  ? — Yes,  that  is  about  the  average  of  the  town. 

2462.  In  the  Pilgrim -street  section  I find  it  is  1 in  53  ? — Yes. 

2463.  In  the  Regent-terrace  section  I find  it  1 in  47  ? — Yes. 

2464.  Then  the  other  four  districts  are  better  1 — Yes. 

2465.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  find  in  your  district  that  there  is  much  mortality  among 
young  children  ? — Enormous.  I should  say,  from  a rough  guess,  about  half  the  children 
of  the  poorer  classes  die  under  five  or  six  years  of  age  ; they  die  of  mesenteric  disease. 

2466.  Do  you  believe  that  human  life  is  materially  abridged  in  your  district  ? — Yes. 

2467.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  We  had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  jmu  over  a good  many  of 
those  places.  Is  fever  often  absent  from  Eddie’s-entry — Fever  is  not  often  absent  from 
Eddie’s-entry. 

2468.  Hunter’s  entry.  Stringer’s  yard  ; is  that  a very  bad  place  ? — No,  not  now. 

2469.  Dublin  Terrace? — That  is  in  Mr.  McNay’s  district. 

2470.  (Mr.  Simon.)  There  seems  in  your  district  to  be  a very  large  poor  population?  - 
Yes. 

2471.  Can  you  speak  with  any  confidence  of  the  habitations  of  the  other  classes  in  that 
district? — In  the  older  parts  of  the  town, — -in  the  business  parts  of  the  town,  as  a rule, 
there  is  no  privy  accommodation,  even  amongst  the  respectable  classes. 

2472  Is  there  ash-pit  accommodation  ? — No. 

2473.  ( Chairman.)  What  do  those  classes  use  ? — They  use  kits,  I suppose. 

2474.  (Mr.  Simon.)  They  are  driven  to  the  same  shifts  as  the  working  classes  ?— Yes. 
When  I commenced  practice  here  about  thirteen  years  ago,  I had  a house  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bridge-end.  I paid  25^.  a year  for  that  house.  Our  kit  was  placed  in  the  yard  ; 
the  rule  was  to  empty  it  over  the  bridge  in  the  neighbourhood  here  ; all  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  did  the  same. 

2475.  (Chairman.)  Into  the  Tyne  ? — Yes  ; I believe  that  is  the  immemorial  method  of 
disposing  of  that  kind  of  excrement  there. 

2476.  (Mr.  Simon.)  In  respect  of  all  those  things  which  you  have  mentioned  to  us  as 
genera.1  features  of  the  district,  that  there  is  defective  ventilation,  that  there  is  inaccessibility 
to  light  in  the  dwellings  ; that  they  are  overcrowded  ; that  they  are  dirty  ; that  several 
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families  are  in  single  rooms  ; tliat  there  is  no  privy  accommodation  ; tliat  excrements  are 
shot  out  into  the  public  way  in  all  directions  ; that  there  is  no  proper  ash-pit  accommo- 
dation; that  the  Avater  was  foul  for  a couple  of  months,  and  so  forth  ; in  respect  of  these 
things,  did  you  make  any  official  representations  to  any  persons  in  authority  in  the  town? 
— I,  from  time  to  time,  being  an  officer  of  tlie  board  of  guardians,  represented  tlie  state 
of  my  district  to  them. 

2477.  You  have  from  time  to  time  represented  to  the  board  of  guaulians  the  condition 
that  district  ? — Yes. 

2478.  (Chairman.)  Viva  voce  or  in  writing? — Generally  in  writing. 

2479.  To  31  r.  Forster,  clerk  to  the  board  of  giucrdians.) — -Would  those  representa- 
tions be  forthcoming  ? — (3fr  Forster.)  I have  no  doubt  that  those  which  are  in  writing 
will  be  forthcoming. 

2480.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  let  your  minutes  be  searched  for  any  memorials 
or  other  records  presented  to  the  board  of  guardians  by  any  of  the  union  medical 
officers? — (Mr.  Forster)  IMost  gladly.  Would  you  restrict  it  to  any  jiarticular  period  ? 

2481.  Since  tlie  Irish  fever,  say  at  the  beginning  of  1847.  (To  Mr.  Neivton)  Would  that 
cover  the  time  to  which  you  allude  ? — Yes. 

2481a.  (3Ir.  Forster)  DoAvn  to  the  present  time  I presume? — (Chairman)  Down  to 
August  1853  ; we  do  not  want  anything  since  then. 


The  folloiving  coni  inuiiicat  ions  from  Mr.  Feuion  to  the  hoard,  of  gita/rdUins  vjere 
aftericards  handed  in  by  Mr.  Forster,  clerk  to  the  board. 

I visited  this  morning  the  abode  of  Thomas  Snelson,  the  person  repoi  ted  to  have  died 
of  cholera.  The  body  of  the  deceased  indicated  nothing  particular.  I remember  having 
attended  him  four  years  ago,  Avhen  he  suffered  from  an  attack  of  English  cholera. 

The  abode  of  this  family  is,  I think,  worthy  of  notice.  The  house  of  A\diich  it  is  a tene- 
ment is  built  against  the  south  side  of  All  Saints  church-yard,  and  the  ceiling  of  the  room 
is  a good  deal  lower  than  the  surface  of  the  burying  ground.  The  side  of  the  dwelling, 
built  against  the  bank  which  descends  from  the  church  Avalk  to  the  riA^er’s  edge,  is  exceed- 
ingly damp,  and  a closet  in  the  corner,  receding  a little  Avay  into  the  church-yard,  is  said 
to  emit  a horrible  foetor.  Unless  the  wall  of  the  house  is  thick,  the  coffins  in  the  church- 
yard must  be  in  actual  proximity  to  this  door ; so  that  the  dead  and  living  Avill  be 
imperfectly  separated.  It  is  the  property  of  All  Saints’  clmrch.  Mr.  Pearson  collects  the 
rent,  and  there  are  several  houses  in  a similar  condition. 

William  Newton, 

Tuesday,  17  Oct.  1848.  Surgeon. 


Gentlemen, — We  have  attended  during  the  past  Aveek  forty-three  cases  of  Asiatic  cholera; 
of  this  number  tAventy-nine  are  new  cases.  We  have  had  ten  ffital  cases  in  the  period, 
amongst  whom  is  one  of  the  nurses. 

The  district  has  lieen  carefully  and  regulaily  inspected,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
Avhere  the  patients  came  under  medical  treatment  in  the  preliminary  stage  of  the  disease 
life  has  been  nearly  ahvays  saA^ed. 

We  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the  fact  that  those  localities  iiiAvhich  the 
disease  has  hitlierto  appeared  are  defectiA^e  in  drainage,  and  that  Ave  think  tlie  corporation 
should  pay  more  attention  to  those  parts  of  the  toAvn  ; for  by  doing  so  it  seems  evident 
that  the  diffusion  of  the  disease  might  be  arrested. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  recorded  in  the  Aveekly  report,  Ave  haA^e  attended  to  the  numerous 
applications  Avliicli  liaA^e  been  made  to  us. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  obediently, 

WiLLiAAi  Newton. 
Wji.  K.  iShiell. 


Gentlemen, — We  have  attended  during  the  Aveekjust  ended  tAA^enty-seven  neAv  cases  of 
cholera  ; during  the  same  period  there  have  been  tAveh^e  fatal  cases.  On  the  Avhole  the 
epidemic  seems  to  be  declining  ; and  as  soon  as  it  is  expedient  and  practicable,  the  ordinary 
method  of  medical  relief  may  be  resorted  to.  The  experience  of  a Icaa-  days  Avill  point  out 
the  proper  course  to  be  taken. 

We  continue  to  direct  our  attention  to  the  prompt  and  ready  treatment  of  all  cases  of 
diarrhoea. 

We  Avould  suggest  to  tlie  board  the  propriety  of  interdicting,  as  far  as  they  have  the 
{lower,  the  practice  of  iirtramural  interment,  being  convinced  that  at  the  {iresent  time  the 
{iractice  is  highly  pernicious. 

The  supervision  of  the  district  has  produced  greater  cleanliness,  and  seems  calculated  to 
protect  the  inha^iitants  from  all  diseases  capable  of  being  greatly  influenced  by  local  causes. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  obediently, 

WlLLIAAI  NeAVTON. 

21  Sept.  1849.  Wm.  R.  Shiell 
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fK  Newto7i,  Esq. 


23^  Jan.  1854. 


Copies  o f letters 
from  Mr.  JViewtort 
to  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 


Sir, — Permit  me  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  board  of  guai-diaiis  to  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  district  which  I have  the  honour  to  have  under  my  care.  Without  entering 
into  general  considerations  I conceive  that  I can  best  make  them  acquainted  with  its  con- 
dition hy  detailing  the  re.sults  of  an  examination  which  I have  made  this  morning. 

I have  not  selected  these  dwellings  as  specimens  of  the  wretchedness  and  disease  that 
are  prevailing,  hut  I am  inclined  to  believe  that,  with  your  co-operation,  the  nuisance  may 
be  abated  and  the  jiestilence  perhaps  stayed. 

Commencing  with  my  visits  this  morning  at  the  head  of  Eddy’s  entry,  I went  into  a 
room  in  which  i-eside  three  families,  making  in  all  twelve  people  ; two  of  these  are  ill  of 
fever. 

Next  door  I find  a family  consisting  of  six  individuals,  and  one  of  them  ill  of  fever. 

In  one  of  the  rooms  above  these  dwellings  eight  persons  live,  and  one  of  them  is  ill  of 
fever. 

Adjoining  this  room  there  are  seven  individuals,  two  of  whom  are  sufiering  from  fever. 

Proceeding  up  stairs  I find  five  persons  occuping  a room,  of  vrhich  numljer  two  areill 
of  fever. 

In  No.  ()  there  are  five  inmates  all  well. 

In  No.  7 there  are  eight  people,  and  a cliild  l^dng  dead. 

No.  8 all  well. 

No.  9 three  families,  nine  people. 

No.  10  contains  sixteen  people,  of  wlK)mfour  have  fever. 

No.  11  six  inmates  ; one  ill  of  fever,  next  door  a corpse. 

No.  12  four  inmates  ; one  ill  of  fever. 

No.  13  four  inmates  ; one  ill  of  fever. 

No.  14  five  peo]ile  all  well. 

All  these,  be  it  remarked,  are  in  Eddy’s-entry,  the  propeidy  of  one  man  and  under  the 
management  of  a deputy  landlord.  Should  the  board  of  guardians  be  pleased  to  appoint 
a committee  or  a deputation  for  the  purpose  of  laying,  in  conjunction  with  me,  a correct 
representation  of  this  shocking  state  of  things  before  the  landlord,  I have  no  doubt  but 
that  much  good  might  be  effected. 

The  board  of  guardians  will  be  pleased  to  remai'k  that  in  most  of  these  rooms  two  or 
three  families  are  crowded  together,  and  that  by  this  arrangement  a higher  rent  than  is 
ordinarily  obtained  can  be  extorted  ; by  which  means,  in  my  opinion,  fever,  if  not  created, 
may  be  perpetuated  and  disseminated  throughout  the  habitations  of  the  poor. 

I am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  William  Newton. 

7 Feb.  1S51. 


Wednesday,  12th  Marcli  1851. 

1 na\  e examined  a number  of  tenements,  in  company  with  the  inspector  of  nuisances, 
anvf  there  is  certaiid}’  a great  improvement,  not  only  in  the  lanes  and  I’ooms  themselves 
which  have  been  subjected  to  a thorough  cleansing,  l )ut  the  health  of  the  people  is  decidedly 
bettei’.  There  has  not  been  a fresh  case  of  fevei-  in  Eddy’s-entry  since  my  last  report, 
and  by  diminishing  the  number  of  inmates  in  each  room,  there  has  been  a corresponding 
diminution  in  the  sickness  prevailing  throughout  the  locality. 

The  success  attending  your  measures,  I think,  should  encourage  you  to  request  in  the 
pTOper  quarter  the  application  of  bye-laws  to  ])ublic  lodging-houses,  and  to  what  may  be 
denominated  private  lodging-houses,  if  the  law  extends  to  them,  limiting  the  number  of 
inmates,  so  that  small,  dark  and  miseralde  rooms  should  not  jiresent  the  appearance  of 
many  of  the  honrors  of  miniature  “ black  holes  of  Calcutta.”  I cannot  conceive  that 
those  gentlemen  are  serious  who  talk  of  respecting  the  liberties  of  these  poor  people,  when 
it  is  plain  and  obvious  that  the  thing  to  be  respected  is  their  lives,  without  which  liberty 
is  not  oi  muclL  value.  Let  them,  in  the  first  instance,  be  ])laced  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  the 
primary  gift  of  God,  as  pure  and  as  uncontaminated  as  it  can  be  made,  and  then  the}''  will 
be  placed  in  a po.sition  to  receive  liberty,  education,  or  any  other  secondary  gift.  The  only 
lil>erty  at  present  available  to  the  tenants  of  these  dens  is  the  unenviable  privilege  of 
living  in  the  midst  of  filth,  and  of  being  exposed  to  every  kind  of  pestilence 

WiLLLUvi  Newton. 

Medical  Officer,  No.  2,  district. 

Pilgrim  Street,  15  Aug.  1851. 

Gentlemen, — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  Sandgate,  in  which 
small-pox  is  prevailing  to  an  unprecedented  extent,  and  to  request  that  you  will  well 
publish  a general  notice  to  the  inhabitants  and  owners  of  property  reminding  them  of  their 
duties,  and  of  your  power  to  enforce  their  fulfilment. 

If  this  is  done  I believe  that  your  former  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  state  of  the  dwellings 
of  the  poor,  and  to  reduce  expenditure,  will  he  more  permanent  and  effectual  than  it  would 
otherwise  be. 

Without  your  co-operation  I am  afraid  that  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  the  poor  will 
be  increased. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  obediently, 

William  Newton. 
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Gentlemen, — As  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  town  may  be  again  invaded  by  cholera, 
and  as  yon  are  the  guardians  of  the  public  health,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  im])roper  to  be 
on  the  alert  and  prepared  to  meet  the  evil. 

1st.  I would  recommend  that  all  nuisances,  in  whatever  part  of  the  town  situated,  should 
be  removed  fortJnuith,  and  perhaps  a public  intimation  from  you  might  strengthen  the 
hands  of  your  officer,  Mr.  Roberts,  with  whom  your  medical  officers  will,  of  course, 
co-operate  in  making  the  less  fi'equented  parts  as  clean  and  wholesome  as  possible. 

2d.  The  corporation  officer  lately  appointed  might  be  asked  to  lend  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power,  and  at  the  disposal  of  that  body,  as  it  is  a portion  of  his  duty  to  see  tliat 
nuisances  are  abated  or  abolished. 

3d.  The  corporation  pays  the  watei'  company  a sum  of  ]ii<jney  fiu’  the  iise  of  watei-  to 
wash  out  the  Sandgate  lanes,  &c.,  and  it  might  be  desirable  to  call  upon  them  to  fuffil 
their  obligation  at  this  time. 

4th.  On  a case  of  cholera  occurring,  it  should  be  immediately  I’epoi’ted  to  the  board, 
together  with  a description  of  the  locality  and  its  inhabitants,  with  a view  to  decide, 
with  the  advice  of  youi-  medical  officers,  what  measures  might  be  taken  for  the  purposes  of 
safety  and  pi-otection. 

There  are  other  suggestions  that  might  pei-haps  be  made,  ljut  I have  perhaj)S  said 
enough  at  present  for  the  occasion,  and  I doubt  not  but  that  you  will  take  every  step 
which  prudence  and  foi'ethonght  can  demand. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pilgrim  Street,  10  Sept.  1Sd2.  Wilt, i AM  Newton. 


2482.  (il/y.  Simon  io  Mr.  Newton.)  Can  you  speak  to  any  particuhu-  measure  adopted 
in  consecpience  of  these  repi’esentations  ? — Yes,  tlie  board  of  guardians  had  intrusted  to 
them  the  execution  of  the  Removal  of  Nuisances  Act,  in  the  autumn  of  1848.  They 
delegated  that  duty  to  me,  as  far  as  my  district  was  concerned,  and  to  one  or  tAvo 
inspectors  of  nuisances  ; and  the  district  was  cleansed  very  mucli.  An  immense  number 
of  nuisances  were  abated  ; and  the  town  was,  I think,  never  so  clean  as  it  Avas  at  the 
end  of  1848. 

2483.  Did  you  attribute  to  that  increased  cleanliness  of  the  toAvn  any  influence  in 
respect  of  the  slight  prevalence  of  cholera  in  the  following  year  ? — I did.  I thought  that 
the  town  then  was  much  cleaner  than  it  had  been  for  a number  of  yeai's.  Existing 
nuisances  liad  been  abated,  and  I thought  that  the  board  of  guardians  had,  in  fact,  carried 
out  the  Act  well,  even  though  the  corporation  frequently  obstructed  the  board  uf 
guardians. 

2484.  You  made  representations  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  tlie  sanitary  defects  of 
your  district ; and  in  consequence  of  those  representations  there  aa^is  organized,  under 
the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  a system  for  the  removal  of  nuisances  ? — There  Avas. 

2485.  The  AA^orking  of  Avhich  Avas  enti'usted  to  you,  as  the  medical  officer  of  tliis 
district,  and  to  certain  inspectors  of  nuisances  I — Yes ; and  to  the  other  medical  r)fficers 
in  their  districts. 

2486.  And  mide]’  that  system  considerable  cleansing  of  the  district  occurred  ? — Yes  ; 
in  fact,  an  emirmous  nundAer  of  nuisances  were  abated. 

2487.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  said  in  a previous  answer  that  much  iiad  been  done  in 
effecting  an  increased  cleanliness  of  the  [)lace  b}^  the  l)oard  of  guai  dians,  uotAvithstanding 
the  frequent  opposition  of  the  corporation? — Yes. 

2488.  In  what  A\ay  did  they  o|)pose  the  board? — I do  not  remember  the  luunber  of 
times  that  the  mayor  liad  to  be  summoned,  but  you  can  ask  Mia  Jenkins,  the  officer  in 
my  district.  He  luay  tell  yoTi,  perhaps,  hoAv  often  he  had  to  serAn  the  maynr  Avith  a 
summons. 

2489.  In  his  personal  capacity,  with  respect  to  a personal  niusance  ? — No  ; Avith  respect 
to  a public  nuisance,  and  as  the  head  of  the  municipality  : tliat  is  to  say,  a nuisance 
had  been  complained  of,  and  certifled  as  1 leing  a nuisance  ; but  the  corporate  authorities 
refused  to  remove  it  upon  that  evidence  ; and  they  drove  the  board  of  guardians  to  luxA'e 
recourse  to  ulterior  measures  against  them. 

2490.  {Chairman.)  How  often? — I cannot  specify  the  number  of  times.  I knoAV  of 
two  instances,  perhaps,  or  three. 

2491.  I know  from  the  books  which  haAm  been  lent  me  by  the  l>oai‘d  of  guardians 
of  one  midden  case,  and  of  one  pi'ivy  case  in  Avhich  the  cor])oration  resisted  the  boai’d 
of  guardians  befoi'e  the  magistrates,  and  Avere  Ijeaten:  now  do  you  knoAV  of  more  than 
those  two  cases  ? — Nt*  ; I do  not  remember  another  case  just  noAV. 

2492.  {Claiiriiian  to  Mr.  Forster.)  May  I not  take  these  books  of  yours,  Avith  refei-ence 
to  nuisances,  to  contain  all  the  information  on  the  subject  of  these  nuisances  that  you 
thought  it  requisite  to  record  anywhere? — {Mr.  Forster.)  They  contain  all  the  information 
in  the  possession  of  the  guardians.  You  will  see  that  in  one  of  the  I)Ooks  there  is  a. 
reference  to  some  rejAorts  which  are  not  set  forth.  One  of  tlie  inspectors  of  nuisances, 
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W.  Neivton,  Esq.  wlio  kept  that  Ijook,  kept  those  reports,  hut  I have  not  been  able  to  find  them  ; he  died 

rather  suddenly.  I have  used  the  utmost  diligence  to  ascertain  what  Itecame  of  his 

£3d  Jan.  1854.  papers  and  I cannot  find  them.  It  only  relates,  perhaps,  to  half  a dozen  of  the  nuisances. 

249.3.  Is  it  probable  that  out  of  the  many  times  the  corporation  were  com- 
plained of  by  tiie  inspectors  of  nuisances — some  fifty  times,  perhaps,  within  my  own 
knowledge,  as  ol>tained  from  these  liooks — they  should  have  resisted  tliose  applications, 
and  put  the  board  of  guardians  to  tlie  expense  and  trouble  of  going  before  the  magistrates 
more  than  twice  without  it  being  recorded  there  ? — {Mr.  Forster.)  I think  not. 

2494.  You  think  such  a matter  would  have  been  recorded?  — I think  so.  Of 
course  I speak  during  my  ovm  experience,  which  extends  from  1851  down  to  the 
present  time  ; but  I should  state  that  I was,  pilor  to  that,  a guardian  myself 

2495.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  of  more  than  the  two  in.stances  referred  to  of  that 
kind? — (Mr.  Forster.)  No,  I do  not. 

2496.  {Mr.  Simon,  to  Mr  Newton.)  Have  you  had  any  occasion  officially  to  bring  the 
defective  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  under  the  notice  of  the  council,  as  an  officer 
of  the  Poor  Law  Board? — No  ; when  cholera  prevailed  in  1849,  I think  some  party  sent 
from  London  (from  the  Board  of  Health  it  would  be)  printed  foi-ms,  requiring  them  to  be 
filled  up,  describing  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  of  the  poorer  classes.  I thought 
it  my  duty  frequently,  when  a case  of  cholera  occurred  in  a tenement  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  to  mention  it  as  a disgraceful  fact  that  the  wealthy  corporation  of  Newcastle 
should  own  these  tenements  where  fever  had  been  so  prevalent,  and  where  cholera  was 
then  breaking  out.  I believe  that  the  town  clerk,  or  some  of  the  corporation  applied  to 
the  board  of  guai-dians  for  a copy  of  those  reports.  I do  not  know  whether  they  got 
them  or  not  ; they  knew  at  all  events  at  that  time  that  I had  so  represented  the  corpora- 
tion jn-operty. 

2497.  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  bye-laws  having  been  made  previously  to  September 
in  last  year,  under  a power  given  in  the  109th  clause  of  the  Local  Act  of  1846,  for  this 

• borough,  by  which  the  town  council  are  empowered  to  regulate  slaughter-houses, 

knackers’  yards,  scavengers,  the  management  of  public  privies,  the  registering  of  lodging- 
houses,  and  the  like  ? — I believe  in  September  of  last  year  tliey  did  pass  some  bye-laws 
to  regulate  lodging-house.s. 

2498.  {Chairman.)  But  do  you  know  of  any  such  having  been  made  previous^  to 
September  1853  ? — I remember,  I think,  about  eight  or  ten  months  l)efore  that  that  I,  in 
my  place  in  the  council,  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  corporation  the  fact  that  the 
Common  Lodging-houses  Act  had  been  left  nearl}^  a dead  letter.  They  had  simply 
registered  the  common  lodging-houses, — they  had  simply  obeyed  that  part  of  the  statute  ; 
and  I believe  there  had  been  a commitment  or  two  for  non-registration. 

2499.  (Mr.  Simon.)  They  had  not  made  regulations  for  maintaining  cleanliness  therein 
and  keeping  them  in  a wholesome  condition  ? — They,  in  fact,  had  omitted  to  pass  any  bye- 
laws, or  to  get  the  Secretary  of  State’s  ceitificate  to  the  bye-laws  so  passed  ; so  that  they 
could  not  interfere  with  the  internal  management  of  an}*  lodging  house. 

2500.  What  was  the  result  of  your  motion  ? — They  passed  my  motion  unanimously, 
and  referred  it  to  the  Watch  committee.  I was  not  a member  of  the  Watch  committee  ; 
I was  at  the  trouble  to  supply  Mr.  Hunter,  one  of  the  members  of  that  committee,  with 
a copy  of  the  b}’'e-law,s  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  certified  in  other  towns ; but  not 
being  a member  of  the  Watch  committee  I could  not  very  well  interfere  further.  They 
took  no  notice  of  that  motion  until  cholera  came  ; it  was  dealt  with,  I believe,  in  the  midst 
of  the  epidemic, 

2501.  {Chair man.)  When  was  it  that  you  .supplied  that  copy  of  these  bye-laws  ? — It 
would  be  twelve  mouths  from  this  time,  perhaps. 

2502.  Then  about  eight  months  before  the  recent  outbreak  f)f  cholera,  you  furnished  a 
member  of  the  Watch  committee  with  a co[>y  of  the  bye-laws  which  had  been  made  in 
other  towns  ? — Yes. 

2503.  But,  as  far  as  you  know,  no  proceedings  whatever  were  taken  thereupon  till 
after  the  outbreak  ? — Yes  ; tlie  gentleman  whom  I so  furnished  was  Mr.  George  Hunter, 

2504.  (Mr.  Simon.)  AVe  infei',  from  your  description,  that  a great  number  of  the  dwel- 
lings in  your  district  are  of  a class  which  might  be  called  filthy  and  unwholesome  ; and 
we  find  that  this  109th  clause  gives  i)ower  to  the  town  council  to  make  rules  for 
cleansing  dwellings  of  that  sort  ? — Ye.s. 

2505.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  operation  of  any  such  rules  within  your  district 
between  the  passing  of  that  Act  in  1846  and  September  1853  ? — No  ; there  were  no  such 
rules,  I will  say  so  : at  least  they  were  never  acted  on. 

2506.  Do  you  believe  that  the  application  of  such  rules  within  your  district  would  have 
done  something  towards  the  mitigation  of  disease  there,  especiallj-  as  respects  the  crowd- 
ino'? — Yes,  I think  it  would  have  been  a most  valuable  and  a most  salutary  measure;  I 
think  it  would  have  saved  the  town  fi-om  Irish  fever,  and  would  have  saved  the  town  from 
some  of  the  suffering  that  lateh*  occurred  to  it  througli  the  cholera. 

2507.  Do  you  think  that  the  application  of  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  aud  unwholesome 
dwellings  was  required  in  your  district  ? — Yes,  they  wei'e  re(|uired. 

2508.  And  would  have  beeji  u.sefvd  ? — Lmdoubtedly. 

2509.  As  regards  the  duties  of  scavengers  ;ind  the  management  of  public  privies,  are 
you  cognizant  of  any  bye-law^s  for  regulating  them  ? — I am  not. 
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2510.  In  3’our  di.stricfc  has  there  l)een  a want  of  such  regulations? — I think  the 
scavenging  has  been  very  wretched,  not  owing  altogether  to  the  scavengers  themselves, 
but,  partly  OAving  to  the  fact  tlmt  until  lately,  in  many  portions  of  the  district,  the  pave- 
ment has  been  in  such  a state  that  scavenging  was  next  to  impossible. 

2511.  Till  when  has  the  pavement  been  in  so  bad  a state  as  you  describe? — The  alleys 
on  the  north  side  of  Sandgate  have  only  been  paved  out  with  Scotch  granite  two  years. 
Pandon  has  been  done  out  about  twehm  months.  Previously  to  that,  the  whole  of  the 
pavement  in  these  places  was  in  a wretched  state.  The  pavement  in  Blythe  Nook  and 
Pandon  Dean,  and  other  places  is  still  Avretched. 

2512.  Do  yon  knoAv  of  any  sAAune  being  kept  Avithin  any  of  the  dAvelling-houses  ? — 
No,  I do  not  knoAv  of  any  noA\’. 

2513.  Are  there  slaughter-houses  or  knackers’  yards  in  that  district  ?— There  are  one 
or  two  now. 

2514.  Are  they  under  regulation? — No,  not  that  I am  aAvare  of 

2515.  Are  there  both  slaughter  houses  and  knackers’  yards? — No  knackers’  yards; 
there  are  slaughter-houses. 

2516.  {Chair  man.)  I find  in  one  of  these  books  belonging  to  the  board  of  guardians, 
that  on  the  18th  of  February  1851  Inspector  Jenkins  reported  that,  having  inspected  the 
locality  Avith  you,  he  found  that  some  premises  in  Eddie’s-entry  had  only  recently  been 
rebuilt,  Avholly  AAdthout  privy  or  ash-pit  accommodation,  so  that  the  occupiers  Avere 
obliged  to  throAv  everything  into  the  thoroughfares  ; do  you  recollect  that.  Is  it  a correct 
statement  ? — I frequently  in.‘<pected  Sandgate  Avith  Mr.  Jenkins.  I cannot  say  that  I did 
so  upon  that  day.  With  reference  to  Eddie’s-entry,  there  Av^ere  two  pi'Nies  ; but  I lielieA’e 
they  were  destroyed  and  nailed  up  l»y  the  landlord. 

2517.  Do  you  recollect  any  premises  being  entirel}’  rebuilt  in  that  place,  Avithout  anj' 
such  accommodation  being  pro  Added  for  them  ? — No  ; those  tAvo  privies  Avere  put  in 
evidently  f >r  the  accommodfition  of  those  ])eo}ile,  l:»ut  they  dt)  not  appear  to  have 
been  used. 

2518.  Do  you  remember  when  they  Avere  jmt  in  ? — 1 only  knoAv  that  they  are  tliere  noAv. 

2519.  And  that  they  are  nailed  up  ? — And  that  they  are  nailed  up. 

2520.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  remember  on  a recent  occasion  being  in  that  place  and 
seeing  the  collector  of  the  rents  ?• — Yes. 

2521.  Who  shoAA’etl  you  the  priAues  ? — Yes. 

2522.  And  Avdio  stated  to  you  that  they  Avere  shut  up  about  three  years  ago,  Ijecause 
the  people  Avould  not  use  them  properly,  but  left  their  dirt  at  the  entrance  ? — Yes. 

2523.  {Mr.  Simon.)  When  Ave  asked  you  Avhat  part  you  had  taken  in  bringing  these 
matters  under  the  notice  of  the  corjioration,  Ave  asked  you  particularly  vvdiat  you  had 
done  officially  as  an  officer  of  the  board  of  guardians.  Is  there  anything  which  you  Avould 
wish  to  say  to  the  Commission,  as  a member  of  the  town  council,  Avith  respect  to  the  part 
which  you  liaA'e  taken  in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  rest  of  that  body,  or  relatiA'e  to 
the  part  Avhich  they  haA'e  taken  for  the  purpose  of  sanitary  improAmments  ? — I frequently 
stated,  in  my  place  in  the  toAvn  council,  that  the  toAAm  Avas  in  a Avretched  state  as  f ir  as 
sanitary  provisions  A\  ere  concerned.  I haA'e  done  so  u})on  A'arious  occasions.  I haA’e 
ahvays  thought  that  the  toAvn  council  did  not  knoAv  much  about  the  matter;  and  they 
were  rather  apathetic  in  fact. 

2524.  HaA'e  }'ou  founded  f nanal  motions  on  your  opinions  upon  those  subjects  ? — In 
the  Town  Im])rovemcnt  committee,  u]>on  my  motion,  I gc>t  the  flagging  put  right  at  the 
north  en(U)f  >Sandgate.  I also  got  it  ])ut  right  in  Pandon.  I have  alAAmys  found  that 
when  the  members  of  the  toAvn  council  did  knoAV  the  actual  state  of  things,  they  A ery 
cheerfully  acceded  to  any  request  ; ]>ut  I apprehend  that  tlie  gentlemen  there  do  not  knoAv 
much  about  the  loA\'er  |)arts  of  the  town. 

2525.  HaA’e  you  CA’er  brought  under  their  notice  the  almost  entire  absence  of  house 
drainage  that  jires’ails  in  the  ton  n of  NeAVcastle  ? — I have,  in  my  place  as  a member  tJ  the 
Town  ImjiroA’onent  committee.  I have  been  asking  at  meet  iiig  after  meetingfor  a plan  of  the 
sewers,  so  as  to  see  the  state  of  the  seAverage  of  the  toAvn.  Tiiat  }»lan  has  been  promised 
from  time  to  time  but  neA’er  furnished.  I lielicA’c  other  members  of  that  committee  haA’e 
also  called  for  it. 

2526.  (Chair man.)  Were  you  on  the  .sanitary  committee  of  the  eastern  district  in 
1848  ? — Yes. 

2527.  AVere  you  one  of  the  mend)ers  Avho  resoHed  : ‘"That  the  corporation  be 

memorialized  on  the  subject  of  the  general  drainage  throughout  the  borough,  and  that 

“ they  be  requested  to  supply  the  board  Avith  a ma]>  of  the  drainage;”  that  resolution 
haA’ing  been  passed  on  the  20th  of  NoA’ember  1848  ? — Yes  ; and  at  a public  meeting  in 
the  Guildhall,  I also  complained  tliat  there  Avas  a Avant  of  drainage  iii  some  of  the 
]n-ineipal  thoroughfares  of  the  town  ; some  of  the  oldest  streets  of  the  t(.iAvn  had  not  been 
drained.  Pilgrim-street  AAms  not  drained  at  the  time  to  AA’liich  I allude. 

2528.  But  no  such  map  Avas  forthcoming  in  the  five  years  betAveen  the  28th  of  NoA'ember 
1848,  and  the  28th  of  Ni-ivember  185.3? — I haA'e  not  seen  such  a map,  I understand  there 
is  one  somewhere. 

2529.  Ah)u,  as  a membei'  of  the  toAvn  imju'OA’ement  committee,  lisive  not  been  able  to 
got  access  to  it  ? — No 
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25;J0.  {Mr.  Shuoii.)  l)o  you  mean  that  you  liave  never  heen  able  to  get  a copy  of  it 
for  your  oavti  use,  or  never  lieen  able  to  get  a sight  of  it  ? — I wanted  a copy  of  it  for  the 
use  of  the  committee. 

2531.  And  you  have  not  been  able  to  get  it  ? — No. 

2532.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  You  have  said  that  members  of  the  to\vn  council,  when  they 
ascertained  what  Avas  required,  cheertully  assented  to  canying  out  such  Avorks  as  appeared 
to  be  necessary? — Yes. 

2533.  Then  tliere  is  not  existing  in  the  corporation,  or  in  any  section  of  the  town 
council,  any  desire  to  ]u-eseiwe  all  these  old  parts  of  the  town  in  their  ancient  condition  ? 
— There  is  a feeling  of  inditterejice — a feeling  of  apathy.  If  you  once  get  the  true  state 
of  things  set  before  certain  gentlemen,  at  all  events,  of  the  town  council,  you  have  their 
cnei’getic  and  activ'e  assistance. 

2534.  (Chairman.)  Are  you  aware  that,  after  the  Irish  fcA-er  in  1847-8,  the  corpora- 
tion established  some  liaths  and  Avashhouses  in  the  New  Road,  Sandgate? — Yes. 

2535.  Do  you  think  tliat  the  common  people  shoAved  a disposition  to  avail  themsel\-es 
of  that  ? — I think  the  corjjoration  did  not  go  the  proper  way  to  make  them  popular  with 
the  common  people.  In  the  first  phvce,  they  are  A^ery  rudely  constructed.  In  the  second 
place,  the  Avashhouses  are  anything  but  perfect ; there  are  no  mangling  rooms.  In  the 
third  place,  some  more  res})ectable  paities,  that  Avould  otherAvdse  have  availed  tliemseh^es 
of  those  washhouses,  comjdained  that  there  was  not  a pro]>er  separation  of  the  washhouse, 
so  that  many  people  lost  their  clothes  ; and  it  was  thoAight  that  before  you  could  make 
these  baths  ])0])ular,  so  as  to  get  the  ])eople  to  take  baths,  the  corporation  should  have  been 
more  liberal  in  distributing  tickets,  either  thi'ough  the  hands  of  the  parochial 
authorities,  or  atuIous  charitable  institutions,  so  as  to  accustom  the  pocjrer  classes  to  the 
use  of  the  warm  bath — they  did  not  do  that. 

253G.  (Mr.  Tovm  Clerl'. ) Hav'e  not  tliose  l)aths  been  much  used  ? — I believe  not  A’ery 
much  used. 

2537.  {Chairman.)  LeaA'ing  out  the  question  of  the  tickets,  do  you  lielieve  that  the 
want  of  a mangling  house,  and  that  the  Avant  of  sufficient  arrangements  in  respect  of 
se))arating  the  clothes,  liaA^e  tended  to  check  the  use  of  the.se  washhouses  ? — Yes. 

2538.  Do  you  remember  by  Avhuse  exertions  mainly  those  baths  and  Avashhouses  were 
established  ? — I belieA*e  mainly  by  Mr.  Crawdudl,  Avho  live<l  then  at  the  end  of  Sandgate, 
and  had  an  interest  in  that  locality. 

2539.  AVas  he  an  alderman  ? — -AYs. 

2540.  And  you  hav’e  heard  that  it  Avas  mainly  owing  to  his  exertions  that  the  thing 
was  brought  alxnit  ? — Yes. 

2541.  Is  he  since  deceaseil  ?■— Ye.s. 

2542.  (M7\  Si'inon.)  Have  you  ever  brought  distinctly  under  the  notice,  and  to  the 
knowledge,  of  the  toAvn  council  the  condition  of  house  drainage  and  privy  accommoda- 
tion in  the  boi’ough  ? — I brought  it  before  not  only  the  town  council,  but  everybody  else, 
in  the  shajie  of  a letter  to  the  Times  ; and  the  mayor  at  the  time,  Mr.  Lambert,  called 
the  attention  of  the  council  to  the  statement  which  I then  made.  I stated  in  that  letter 
to  the  Times  that  about  15,000  families  in  this  town  Avere  without  privy  accommodation. 

2543.  (Chairman.)  You  say,  “at  the  time;”  at  what  time  was  this?  — It  was  just 
Avhen  cholera  Iwoke  out  ; it  Avould  be  about  the  9th  or  10th  of  Se})ternber. 

2544.  Do  you  say  15,000  families  or  15,000  ])eo}>le  ? — 15,000  hxmilies.  I had  a peculiar 
way  of  getting  at  that  fact.  I am  anxious  to  iuA’ite  attention  to  that  statement,  as  it 
has  been  veiy  much  criticised. 

2545.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  still  entertain  that  ojunion  ? — I do.  In  a letter  which  I 
Avi-ote  to  a local  paper,  I alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  mayor  liaAdng  called  attention  to  the 
statement  ; and  I spoke  to  the  mayor  personally  about  it. 

2546.  (Mr.  Bateman)  How  many  people  do  you  estimate  each  family  to  consist  of? — 
When  1 AAWote  that  statement,  I assumed  that  there  Avere  about  15,000  families  located  in 
rooms  in  NeAvcastle;  and  I did  so  rather  upon  jn'actical  than  upoxi  any  statistical  informa- 
tion which  I had  b}^  me.  I know  neaily  the  Avhole  of  Sandgate.  I know  all  that  stack 
of  buildings  from  tlie  Milk  Market  up  to  the  Sand  Hill.  I know  the  whole  of  the  Side, 
Hop})er’s-entry,  and  Pilgrim-street,  as  fai’  as  the  High  Bridge,  and  a good  portion  above 
there,  nearly  the  whole  of  St.  Nicholas’ — at  least,  witli  exceptions — and  throughout  the 
Bigg  Market,  all  the  lanes  in  the  Bigg  Market,  all  the  lanes  in  the  Cloth  Market,  and 
going  up  Newgate-street  and  Percy-street  also,  and  towards  the  eastern  district.  Ballast- 
hills,  and  so  on ; and  according  to  the  knowDdge  which  I have  got  going  about  these 
places,  upon  these  rough  data,  I say,  I assume  that  there  are  about  15,000  families  located 
in  rooms,  of  Avhich  number  there  may  be  about  5,000  families  occupying  single  rooms. 
I am  aware,  of  course,  that  in  many  of  the  single  rooms  in  all  parts  of  the  town  there 
are  often  two  or  three  families  located.  Now,  I suppose  that  5,000  out  of  these  15,000 
families  only  have  priAy  accommodation ; and  to  the  10,000  which  1 sujxpose  are  without 
it,  I have  to  add  the  casual  families  who  lodge  with  others,  and,  in  fact,  live  with  them, 
and  also  the  occupants  of  single  houses,  situated  in  some  of  the  business  parts  of  the 
town.  I think  that  that  would,  altogether,  make  up  15,000  families. 

2547.  You  do  not  know  how  many  individuals  there  would  he  to  each  family  ? — You 
might  multiply  them  by  four. 

2548.  That  would  be  60,000  persons  ? — Yes. 
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2549.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Two-tliirds  of  tlie  population  of  Newcastle  ? — Yes.  The  popula- 
tion of  Newcastle,  I hold,  is  not  given  by  the  census — that  is  to  say,  the  census  give,s  the 
population  at  about  80,000.  Now,  it  is  veiy  probable  that  you  have,  in  these  over- 
crowded rooms,  say,  at  all  events,  10,000  more, — 10,000  casual  parties  not  mentioned  in 
the  census. 

2550.  (3Ir.  Bateman.)  That  would  make  90,000  })ersons  ? — Yes. 

2551.  And  00,000  out  of  that  would  be  two-thirds  of  the  whole  popidation  ? — 1 think 
two-thirds  of  the  pojmlation  have  not  access  to  })rivate  privies. 

2552.  (Chairman.  ) We  want,  in  this  respect,  to  get  your  most  deliberate  opinion.  We 
do  not  see,  as  far  as  we  have  yet  gone,  that  there  can  be  any  one  in  this  borough  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  these  facts  than  medical  officers  in  your  position ; and 
therefore  we  should  be  disposed  to  attach  very  considerable  weight  to  your  deliberate 
opinion  upon  that  point.  Do  you,  reconsidering  the  matter  deliberately,  think  that  v^e 
should  be  justified  in  assuming  that  10,000  families  in  this  borough  are  without  privy 
accommodation — that  is  to  say,  that  they  have  to  go  here  and  there,  and  where  they 
}nay,  to  find  an  opportunity  of  obeying  the  calls  of  nature  ? — I do. 

2553.  You  think  we  are  safe  in  taking  10,000  families? — Perfectly  safe.  I may 
remark  that  my  statement  about  the  15,000  families  referred  to  August  31st  last,  and  that 
some  public  privies,  and  a very  great  number  of  waterclosets  and  other  private  privies 
have  been  made  since. 

2554.  (Mr.  Simon.)  We  understand  all  }'our  evidence  to  apply  to  the  time  previous 
to  the  outbreak,  except  where  you  have  otherwise  mentioned? — Very  well. 

2555.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  When  you  say  that  from  10,000  to  15,000  families  had  no  access 
to  privies,  do  you  throw  overboard  the  consideration  of  the  public  privies  ?— No  ; the  men 
might  go  to  the  public  privies  of  course,  but  the  females  and  children  would  have  no 
access  to  them. 

2556.  And  therefore  they  would  really  have  no  access  to  any  privies  ?• — The  females 
and  children  have  no  privies  at  all,  the  males  might  go  to  the  public  privies. 

2557.  (Glah'man.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  Avhich  you  wish  to  make  any 
obseiwation  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  is,  unless  you  wish  to  ask  me  a question.  With 
reference  to  Irish  fever,  in  1847,  you  will  find  if  you  look  at  these  books  the 
localities  in  which  fever  occurred. 

2558.  What  books  are  those? — Those  are  the  returns  which  I make  weekly  to  the 
board  of  guardians.  If  Mr.  Simon  will  look  over  those  cases  in  September  1847,  he  will 
find  the  diseases  and  the  localities  mentioned,  and  he  may  recognise  some  of  those  fevei' 
localities  as  cholera  localities  also. 

2559.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  prevalence  of  fever,  as  here  enumerated, 
and  the  prevalence  of  cholera  as  it  occurred  last  autumn  in  your  district,  have  depended 
materially  on,  or  have  materially  been  aggravated  bjq  the  sanitary  errors  of  which  you 
have  spoken? — I think  they  have  been  aggravated  by  sanitary  errors.  I do  not  believe  that 
cholera  has  its  origin  in  defective  sanitary  regulations  ; but  I believe  that  defective 
sanitary  regulations  aggravate  the  visitation. 

2560.  In  a material  degree? — Yes;  overcrowding,  bad  water,  bad  sewerage,  want  of 
privies,  want  of  cleansing  of  ash-pits,  and  other  things. 

2561.  And  you  believe  that  thc>se  evils  generally  existed  throughout  your  district  last 
year,  previously  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — Yes  ; but  before  the  Irish  fever  occurred 
more  so  than  before  cholera  occurred. 

2562.  But  that  they  did  exist  last  year  to  a considerable  extent  before  the  outbreak  of 
cholera  ? — Yes,  they  did.  In  some  respects,  however,  the  district  was  a good  deal  better  ; 
some  portions  of  it  had  been  improved  very  much. 

2563.  You  consider  youi-  district  to  have  l)een  decidedly  improved  in  respect  of  its 
paving  ? — Yes. 

2564.  And  are  we  to  understand  you  that  there  the  improvement  ceases  ? — I think  it 
may  be  so.  In  my  district  you  will  find  that,  in  some  of  the  narrow  lanes  in  Sandgate, 
several  new  erections  have  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of  people  living  in  tenements 
within  the  last  year  or  two. 

2565.  (Mr.  Town,  Clerk.)  Some  old  buildings  taken  away  ? — Some  old  Iniildings  taken 
away,  and  some  new  buildings  erected. 

2566.  Of  a better  character  ?—N ot  of  a better  character,  but  of  a worse  character ; 
inasmuch  as  they  will  accommodate  a greater  number  of  people,  but  accommodate  them 
equally  badly. 

2567.  (Mr.  Simon.)  May  I take  it  as  your  opinion  that  a very  considerable  portion,  and 
indeed  the  greater  portion  of  the  poorer  habitations  of  your  district,  are  unfit  for  the 
reception  of  human  beings  ? — Yes. 

2568.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  spoke  of  a difiiculty  in  getting  access  to  the  plan  of  the 
drains.  Did  you  ever  ask  the  town  surveyor  for  it  ? — I made  sevei-al  motions  in  the 
Town  Improvement  committee.  The  last  Town  Improvement  committee  meeting  but 
one  that  I attended,  I made  an  effort,  and  Captain  Weatherly  agreed  with  me  that  it 
ought  to  be  obtained.  The  suqject  of  drainage  has  seldom  been  before  the  Towii 
Improvement  committee,  but  I have  made  the  same  reque.st  before;  and  I have  often  been 
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obligod  with  a promise  that  it  would  he  fortlicoming.  I may  meutit)ii  tliat,  in  this  list 
which  I have  handed  in,  there  is  some  corporation  property  from  the  Folly  down  to  about 
Hopper’s  Landing.  Commencing  at  the  Folly,  and  going  doAAUi  to  the  Swirle,  it  is 
principally  corporation  jiroperty. 

2569.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  within  your  district  ? — Yes,  most  of  it ; at  least  as  far  as  the 
Swirle. 

2570.  Do  you  find  it  in  a materially  better  condition  than  the  rest  of  Sandgate  ? — In  1 847 
it  was  so  bad,  that  not  being  a member  of  the  Town  council,  and  having  no  other  means 
of  bringing  this  state  of  things  before  the  public,  I addressed  a letter  to  the  Gateshead 
Observer,  detailing  a visit  which  I made  to  this  corporation  property.  I found  that  it 
was  in  a most  filthy  state,  overcroAvded,  with  many  of  the  windows  fixtures  ; that  the 
flooi’s  wei-e  so  thin,  that  a little  water  spilt  in  one  room  passed  into  another ; that  the 
people  lived  in  garrets  pervious  to  wmter — in  fact,  one  old  woman  told  me  that  whenever 
it  rained  she  had  to  move  her  bed  about  to  get  out  of  the  way.  I belieAm,  in  consequence 
of  the  statement  which  I then  made,  the  corporation  jiroperty  has  been  made  better. 
They  have  since  that  paved  the  yards  out,  and,  I believe,  pulled  doAvn  some  places  ; and 
they  seemed  to  be  inclined  to  do  something  with  it. 

2571.  Have  they  furnished  any  addition  to  the  privy  or  ash-pit  accommodation? 
—No. 

2572.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Hoav  long  has  this  property  been  the  corporation's? — I think 
they  have  been  buying  it  gradually. 

2573.  Within  what  jieriod  ? — I have  known  it  for  about  ten  years. 

2574.  {Chairman.)  Did  any  considerable  jiortion  of  what  they  now  own  there  belong 
to  them  then? — Yes. 

2575.  As  much  as  half? — Yes.  I may  mention  to  you  that  when  the  Irish  fever 
prevailed  here,  I was  summoned,  as  an  officer  of  the  board  of  guardians,  to  meet  the 
magistrates,  and  I was  asked  by  an  alderman  where  fever  prevailed  Avorst,  and  I stated 
in  the  corporation  property.  I remember  that  he  asked  me  in  Avhich  part ; I told  him  the 
Keel-entry. 

Mr.  (Town  Clerk.)  That  has  been  pulled  doAvn. 

(Mr.  Newton)  In  1853  it  was. 

2576.  (d/r.  Simon)  As  regards  this  property  generally,  Ave  would  ask  you  Avhether 
Avhat  you  have  said  of  your  district  in  general,  about  crowding  in  the  rooms,  about 
filthiness,  about  want  of  priAues,  about  want  of  ash-pits,  the  bad  and  ruinous  condition 
of  houses,  impossibility  of  A'entilation,  and  the  like,  applies  to  these  houses  belonging  to 
the  corporation  as  much  as  to  the  others  ? — Not  now.  I think  tlie  corporation  tenements 
in  Sandgate  noAV  ave  a shade  better  than  the  other  tenements.  In  some  portions  of  it 
there  are  tAvo  or  three  families  occupying  a room  occasionally  ; Imt  I Itelieve  that  it  is  not 
known  to  the  rent  collector.  I believe  it  is  only  done  occasionally.  It  is  not  habitual. 
It  is  put  down  as  soon  as  detected. 

2577.  Then  you  Avould  consider  the  croAvding  less  than  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
district  ? — Yes. 

2578.  (Chairman)  On  the  Avhole  you  think  that  there  has  a A'isible  improvement 
taken  place  in  the  corporation  ]U’operty  entitling  it  to  a preference  over  tlie  rest  of  Sand- 
gate ? — I can  scarcely  say  a preference  ; it  is  a shade  better. 

2579.  (Mr.  Simon)  Are  the  different  tenements  in  this  property  clean?— No,  they  are 
not  clean. 

2580.  Are  they  dirty? — They  are  in  a medium  condition. 

2581.  (Chairman)  Are  they  fit  for  human  habitation  on  the  Avliole  ? — Some  of  them 
are.  I should  say  Half  Moon-lane  is  a very  filthy  abominable  jdace.  I remember  Dr. 
Headlam  visiting  Half  Moon-lane  Avith  me  in  1847. 

2582.  (Mr.  Simon).  But  as  respects  the  present  time,  should  you  say  it  is  fit  for  human 
habitation? — No;  several  of  the  rooms  are  not.  There  Avere  .seven  deaths  from  cholera 
in  that  lane  alone. 

2583.  In  September,  1853  ? — Ye.s. 

2584.  It  Avas  not  in  your  opinion  fit  for  human  habitation  in  1853  ? — No. 

2585.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Is  Half  Moon-lane  the  same  as  Half  Moon-entry  ? — Yes. 

2586.  (Mr.  Simon)  Are  there  other  parts  of  t’:e  corporation  property  in  that  locality 
of  Av  Inch  you  Avould  say  that  they  are  unfit  for  habitation? — There  av  ere  some  in  Keel- 
entry,  but  they  Avere  pulled  down  in  1853. 

2587.  But  of  those  in  existence  in  August  1853? — Yes;  there  am  some  houses  at  the 
foot  of  Blue  Bell-entry  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

2588.  Any  others  ? — Some  in  Maughan  s-chare,  I think,  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

2589.  Any  others?  —You  ma}^  go  along  the  wlmle  of  the  south  side  of  Sandgate,  and 
detect  rooms  here  and  there  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; and  there  are  a fcAV  rooms  along 
tlie  north  shore  of  Avhich  Mr.  M‘Na3’-  can  tell  you  more  tlian  I can,  for  I have  not  seen 
tliem  lately. 

2590.  (Mr.  Toiun  Clerk)  I think  you  said  that  the  corporation  Avere  gradually  buying 
in  Sandgate,  v/iththe  object  of  pulling  down  the  whole,  no  doubt? — Before  feA'er  attacked 
the  loca.lity,  it  Avas  stated,  Avhen  I complained,  that  this  v/as  merely  a temporary  po,sses- 
sion  of  it  by  the  corporation.  I replied,  I tliink  in  the  public  papers,  that  life  and  death, 
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and  everything  else  Avere  temporary.  It  is  noAv  some  years  since,  and  this  temporary 
possession  is  still  in  the  same  state,  and  most  likely  will  be  a temporary  possession  after 
Mr.  Clayton  shall  cease  to  be  temporary. 

2591.  {The  Clerk  to  the  hoard  of  guardians.')  You  have  stated  that,  as  an  officer  of 
the  board,  you  had  occasion  frequentlj'  to  make  comnuinications  both  upon  sanitary  and 
upon  medical  subjects  ? — Yes. 

2592.  Have  you  not  found  that  to  those  communications  prompt  attention  has  been 
given?- — I stated  in  my  evidence  that  the  board  of  guardians  always  attended  to  me 
most  respectfully.  They  carried  out  any  suggestion  which  I made  to  tliem  cheerfully  and 
promptly,  and  I attributed  much  of  the  mildness  of  the  epidemic  in  1819  to  their 
exertions. 

2593.  You  have  spoken  also  of  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  the  low  Irish.  Are 
you  enabled  to  state,  from  your  knowledge  of  their  habits,  whether,  supposing  their 
dwellings  were  all  cleaned  to-day,  a fortnight  hence  they  would  not  be  in  the  same  con- 
dition ? — I cannot  tell  unless  you  give  them  a chance. 

2594'.  However,  every  suggestion  as  to  cleansing  has  been  attended  to,  which  you  have 
made  ? — Every  suggestion  that  I have  made  has  been  attended  to  by  the  board. 

2595.  You  spoke  of  finding  on  one  occasion  three  dead  bodies  in  a room  ? — I mentioned 
one  occasion,  during  the  Irish  fever. 

2596.  At  that  time  there  was  very  great  difficulty  in  getting  people  to  bury  the  dead  ? 
• — There  was. 

2597.  A great  deal  of  difficulty  to  get  anybody  to  come  near  those  Avho  were  dead  ? — 
There  was. 

2598.  Are  you  enabled  to  state,  from  what  you  saw  done  by  the  guardians  and  their 
officers,  that  the  utmost  activity  and  energy  was  shown  by  them  towards  accomjilishing 
the  burial  of  the  dead,  and  getting  assistance  for  that  purpose  ? — When  I mentioned  that 
I saw  the  dead  witli  the  living,  I did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  had  been  neglected.  It 
Avas  merely  the  mortality  that  had  occuncd  overnight.  The  board  of  guardians,  in  fact, 
delegated  much  of  the  executive  to  myself  in  my  district,  and  until  I Avas  taken  ill  Avith 
fever,  I believe  that  they  had  no  reason  to  complain  that  those  duties  were  not  Avell 
performed  ; so  that  Avhat  Mr.  Forster  is  asking  me  is  simply  my  opinion  of  my  oavii 
conduct. 

2599.  (Mr  Simon.)  You  suffered  from  fever  yourself? — Yes. 

2600.  You  were  away  for  two  months  ? — About  tAvo  months — six  Aveeks,  I tliink  I 
AA^as  away.  My  apprentice  died. 

2601.  But  during  that  time  your  place  A\ms  occupied  by  certain  substitutes,  I belieA' e ? 
■ — Ye.s,  it  was. 

2602.  Hoav  many  of  them  were  there  ? — It  was  first  occupied,  I think,  by  Mr. 
Turner  ; he  is  now  deceased.  He  Avas  the  medical  officer  for  No.  1 district. 

2603.  Hid  he  contract  feAmr? — He  took  fever. 

2604.  Who  took  his  place  ? — Mr.  Shiell. 

2605.  Did  he  get  feA^er  ? — He  took  fever. 

2606.  Who  took  his  place  ? — I think  a Mr.  Wilson  took  his  place. 

2607.  Did  he  get  fever  ? — -I  belieAm  he  did. 

2608.  Yvdio  took  his  place  ? — I do  not  remember  ; I belicAm  Mr.  Pearse.  I found,  AAffien 
I returned  from  the  country,  Mr.  Pearse  in  the  office. 

2609.  Do  you  know  hoAv  many  people  had  occupied  your  place  during  your  six  AA^eeks’ 
absence  ? — I have  mentioned  four,  but  it  occurs  to  me  that  there  Avas  some  one  else — Mr. 
Allison  also. 

2610.  Did  any  other  take  your  place  ; Imve  you  included  your  api>rentice  in  this  list? 
—No. 

2611.  Did  he  act  for  you  ? — Yes,  he  acted  along  Avith  me. 

2612.  Did  he  get  fever?— Yes,  and  died  ; and  the  relieving  officer  took  fever,  and  Avas 
very  ill,  and  the  relieA^ing  officer’s  assistant  died. 

2613.  In  fact,  including  Mr.  Pearse,  there  Avere  at  all  events  five  or  six  substitutes  in 
your  six  Aveeks’  aJisence  ? — Yes,  six  or  seven  ; I think  there  might  be  another,  but  I 
forget. 

2614.  Was  it  lookeil  upon  as  rather  a dangerous  service? — Rather. 


William  Neavton,  Esq.,  further  examined. 

2615.  (Mr.  Simon.)  In  the  course  of  our  inquiry  Ave  have  been  anxious,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  our  judgment  on  the  history  and  the  causes  of  this  epidemic,  to 
investigate  as  many  instances  as  possible  Avhere  cholera  has  occurred  in  houses  alleged  or 
supposed  to  have  been  free  from  sanitary  defects.  Noav,  among  those  which  have  been 
mentioned  to  us  as  instances  of  this  kind,  there  are  some  houses  situated  at  Ridley  Villas  ; 
and  we  are  told  that  you  can  give  us  some  information  Avith  respect  to  that  locality! 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  do  so?— I visited  Ridley  Villas  again  this  morning. 
Cholera  occuiTed  in  tAvo  houses  there  ; in  No.  17  and  No.  18 
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2616.  Adjoining  houses? — Yes.  The  owjier  of  No.  17  is  a friend  of  mine,  and  I had 
the  liberty  to  go  into  his  house.  I entered  by  the  yard,  and  I found  that  the  ash-pit  is 
half  full  of  water  in  the  driest  weather  ; it  is  always  soaking ; the  yai'd  is  three  feet 
below  tlie  level  of  the  lane  behind.  The  tenant  does  not  know  where  the  drain  is ; he 
has  ofiered  to  repair  the  drain  at  his  own  expense  if  he  only  could  be  informed  where  it 
was.  The  yai'd  stinks,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  keeping  it  clean.  All  the  lower 
part  of  his  house  is  damp  and  dark  ; the  flags  in  the  passage  are  quite  wet ; there  is 
nothing  but  an  open  grate  in  the  middle  of  the  yard.  A fatal  case  of  cholera  occurred 
here,  and  another  case  occurred  next  dooi'.  I stepped  into  the  house  next  dooi’.  No.  18, 
and  I found  it  precisely  in  the  same  state. 

2617.  Then  sliould  you  consider  those  houses  to  be  illustrations  of  the  occurrence  or 
choleia  in  houses  free  from  sanitary  defect  ? — Cei'tainly  not.  I think  that  the  sanitai-v 
defect  in  these  houses  is  almost  as  striking  as  the  sanitaiy  defect  in  the  lower  parts  of  tlie 
town.  They  only  want,  in  my  opinion,  overcrowding  to  have  gi’eat  mortality. 

2618.  Many  of  the  defects  that  you  mention  so  obviously  depend  upon  permanent  cir- 
cumstances, that  we  may  presume  that  they  were  the  same  at  the  time  ol‘  the  cholera  as 
they  are  m)W  ? — I think  they  would  be  the  same.  I have  visited  patients  in  the  houses 
in  the  ui)per  pai't  of  the  Ridley  Villas,  and  one  or  two  houses  in  the  upper  part  are  not 
underground  ; they  are  not  so  sunk ; I dare  say  the.y  are  better. 

261.9.  But  in  these  particiflar  houses,  tliat  same  construction  which  makes  them  damp 
and  dark  no'w  would  have  made  them,  I presume,  damji  and  dark  six  months  ago  ? — Oi 
course  ; indeed,  the  generality  of  them  are  three  or  four  feet  below  the  suiTace  ; and  there 
is  no  drainage — at  least,  the  drains  seem  all  to  be  choked  up ; and  those  house  in  which 
1 was  this  morning  have  privies,  but  no  water-closets.  1 may  mention  that  this  house 
belongs  to  a vei'y  wealthy  and  res])ectalfle  man. 

2620.  Bo  y(m  happen  to  know  of  any  cases  of  cholera  having  occurred  in  houses  where 
there  are  no  sanitary  defects  ? — I do  not  know  of  any  houses  in  Newcastle  where  you 
could  not  point  out  sanitary  defects. 

2621.  For  in.stance,  there  have  been  some  cases  in  that  first  class-property  constructed 
b}^  Mr.  Grainger;  Grainger-street,  Clayton-street,  Market-street,  Nelson-street? — I 
attended  sevei'al  cases  of  cholera  in  Mr.  Grainger’s  property  ; I had  a good  many  cases. 
I think  that  the  houses  are  badly  ventilated  ; the  ]>riry  accommodation  is  good  ; in  many 
cases  in  Mr.  Grainger’s  property  there  are  water  closets,  but  the  ventilation  is  bad.  I 
would  rather  refer  to  the  ventilation  than  the  want  of  water  closets,  because  I believe  in 
Mr.  Grainger’s  new  property  there  are  \vater  closets  in  almost  every  house.  I may 
mention  that  this  morning  I had  occasion  to  be  up  at  Westgate  I had  heard  West- 
moreland-terrace  mentioned  to  you  as  a very  healthy  place,  where,  nevertheless,  cholera 
had  occurred.  I have  attended  private  patients  in  Westmoreland-ten  ace. 

2622.  Is  Westmoreland-terrace  the  same  as  Westmoreland-street  ? — Westmoi’eland- 
terracc  is  a continuation  of  Westmoi'cland-street.  Westmoreland-terrace  is  a good  class 
of  houses;  Westmoreland-street  are  wretched  houses;  nobody  would  say  that  they  are 
in  a good  sanitary  state.  I wrote  this  note  about  Westmoreland-terrace.  “ The  lane 
“ along  the  east  side  is  neither  paved  nor  drained.  That  is  the  back  part  of  Westmoreland- 
“ terrace.  It  is  about  ten  feet  wide,  inclosed  Avithin  walls  of  considerable  height ; the  east 

wall  about  ten  feet  high.  There  is  an  ash-midden  at  the  toj)  of  the  lane,  Avith  a hole  into 
“ the  lane  for  soakage.”  I have  described  now  the  back  part  of  the  east  side  of  West- 
moreland-tei'race  ; then  I go  to  the  west  side  of  Westmoreland-terrace,  and  take  the 
back  ])art  of  it.  “ The  lane  on  the  west  .side  is  neither  paved  nor  sewered,  a large  open 
“ sjiace  appearing  to  have  been  a general  dejibt  for  house  refuse  of  all  sorts,  and  the 
“ remains  of  seA’eral  middens  are  still  existing  ; and,  in  fact,  the  situation  is  bad  besides.” 
I haAm  knoAvn  patients  com}>lain  of  Westmoreland-terrace,  though  I believe  CA^ery  house 
in  it  has  water  closets. 

262.3.  No  priA’ies? — No  prh'ie.s. 

2624  But  filth  round  almut  it  ? — Yes. 

262.5.  Is  it  damp? — I do  not  knoAv  that  the  houses  are  danq),  but  the  lanes  upon  each 
side  are  neither  paved  nor  seAvered. 

2626.  Bo  you  IvnoAV  Avhether  the  houses  get  rid  of  their  refuse,  other  than  that  from 
the  Avater-closets,  by  drainage  V — -Yes,  I inquired  at  We.stmoreland-terrace  of  a patient 
of  mine,  and  the  liquid  refuse  passes  away  by  a sink. 

2627.  Bid  you  see  the  sink?— No. 

2628.  Bo  you  know  Avhat  amount  of  cholera  there  Avas  in  those  houses  ? — -I  do  not 
know  Avhat  cliolera  there  Avas  there  ; it  is  not  in  my  district.  Regent-terrace  also  has 
been  named  to  you.  I met  Mr.  AUison  this  morrdng,  and,  speaking  about  Mr.  Allison’s 
house  there,  I asked  him  about  priA^y  accommodation,  and  he  teUs  me  that  his  privy  and 
his  neighbour’s  privy  are  placed  under  some  sleeping  rooms  in  Argyle-street,  and  the 
mortality  in  Argyle-street  has  been  much  greater  than  in  any  other  street  in  the  toAvn. 
He  tells  me  also  that  there  is  so  little  Amntilation  in  his  privy  that  in  summer  it  is 
scarcely  to  be  entered,  and  that  to  the  people  above  this  must  be  disgusting.  Again,  ii 
you  look  at  the  I)ack  jjart  of  Regent-terrace,  you  will  find  little  else  but  a cluster  of 
priAues  and  a.sh-pits. 

2629.  With  the  almost  entire  absence  of  ventilation,  I presume,  from  the  position  of 
the  privies  and  ash-pits  ? — There  is  Amry  little  ventilation  there. 
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2630.  (Chairman.)  Are  the  liouses  built  l)ack  to  hack  ? — They  are  ; there  are  narrow 
streets  placed  back  to  back,  with  rows  of  ash-pits  and  privies  on  each  side.  As  I know 
something  of  this  property,  and  have  attended  patients  in  these  places,  I thought,  as 
this  had  been  mentioned  to  you  as  model  property,  that  I miglit  make  these  remarks. 

2631.  (Mr.  Simon.)  As  regards  Mr.  Grainger’s  property,  is  it  well  ventilated? — I 
think  the  ventilation  of  Mr.  Graingei'’s  property  is  its  greatest  defect.  I think  the 
ventilation  is  bad.  I attended  several  cases  of  choleiu  in  Nelson-street.  The  back  part 
of  the  houses  forms  a quadrangle  above  the  Butcher’s  Market,  and  the  eftluviuin  from 
these  back  parts  was  very  unpleasant.  It  is  unpleasant  at  .dl  times.  In  fact  I w'as  there 
yesterday,  and  found  the  ventilation  very  defective.  It  is  very  close. 

2632.  (Chairman.)  Have  they  wdndow^s  at  the  back? — They  have  wdndows,  but 
windows  opening  into  back  yards,  where  there  are  small  middens. 

2633.  In  some  parts,  as  for  instance  in  the  houses  built  round  the  Exchange,  I think 
they  have  no  through  ventilation  at  all  ? — No,  they  have  no  through  'S'entilation. 

2631.  How  is  it  in  Grey-street  ? — It  is  the  same  thing  there. 

2635.  Are  thei'e  any  back  yards  ? — The  back  yards  are  veiy  small — scarcely  to  be 
called  back  yards.  The  same  tiling  exists  about  Northumberland-street,  which  has  been 
mentioned  as  a very  first-class  street;  they  have  back  yards,  but  the  only  exit,  liy 
means  of  which  you  can  empty  the  pilvies  and  ash-pits,  is  the  front  door. 

2636.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Is  that  the  case  in  many  houses  there  ? — Yes,  it  is.  I know 
several  houses  where  that  is  the  case. 

2637.  How  do  they  empty  them,  wdien  it  is  necessary  ? — They  have  to  wlieel  the 
contents  of  the  privy  through  the  hall  of  the  house  into  tlie  front. 

2638.  Do  you  mean  in  a wheelbarrow? — Yes. 

2639.  (Chairman. ) That  was  not  the  case  in  Mr.  Annandale’s  house,  because  he  had  a 
back  way? — No,  Mr.  Annandale  lives  lower  down. 

2640.  Higher  up  it  occurs  ? — I know'  it  is  the  condition  of  several  of  the  houses  there, 
and  I believe  of  most  of  them. 

2641.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Does  your  practice  extend  to  Byker  ?. — It  does  wdien  I go  to  see 
private  patients. 

2642.  Not  otherw-dse  ? — No.  1 ]<iiow’  Byker  ])retty  well;  I was  there  the  night  before 
last. 

2643.  Can  you  tell  us  soniethiiig  about  it,  or  about  the  general  sanitary  condition  of 
the  township  ; is  it  better  than  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  borough  ? — ^No,  it 
is  worse.  I know  Byker  very  well ; I was  medical  officer  of  the  district  about  nine 
years  ago,  and  have  visited  it  since.  It  is  much  worse  than  any  other  pai  t of  the  town  ; in 
fact  it  is  not  paved  nor  sewered. 

2644.  Then  about  the  towuiship  of  Westgate  ? — There  is  a great  deal  of  very  bad 
property  in  it. 

2645.  Blandford -street  and  Blenheim-street,  and  therealiours  ?— I was  along  Blenheim- 
street  this  morning. 

2646.  Are  there  any  cellar  dwellings  there? — Yes. 

2647.  Cellars  used  entirely  as  residences  ? — Yes,  cellar  kitchens.  That  is  so  in  Ridley 
Villas  too ; the  lower  rooms  are  cellai-s,  and  very  dark. 

2648.  Only  occupied  by  the  servants  of  the  house,  1 suppose ; not  by  separate 
households? — Not  by  separate  households  there.  I do  not  know  that  the  servants  sleep 
in  them  ; but  in  Blandford-sti-eet  and  Blenheim-street  the  lower  stories  are  used  as 
residences  for  families. 

2649.  With  respect  to  the  streets  that  have  been  built  of  late  about  the  Shield  Field 
and  north  of  the  Shield  Field,  Kent-street,  York  street,  Napier-street,  and  others,  are 
they  an  improvement  on  the  former  mode  of  construction  of  houses  here  ? — No,  I think 
they  are  notan  improvement.  I think  they  only  want  overcrow' ding  t(j  make  a far  w'orse 
state  of  things  than  wm  have  i]i  Sandgate  or  in  Pandon,  because  the  houses  are  placed 
back  to  back  ; there  is  no  ventilation  ; the  people  sleep  above  the  ash-pits  and  privies, 
and  among  them ; and  you  cannot  conceive  a state  of  circumstances  wdiich  will  have  a 
greater  tendency  to  develope  fever  and  endemic  diseases. 

2650.  There  are  other  streets  about  there,  sucli  as  Shield-street,  and  Wesley-street, 
and  Cailton-street  ? — Shield-street  is  an  open  sti’eet  in  front,  but  the  back  of  Shield- 
street  is  }jlaced  dm-d-dos  to  the  ba(;k  of  Wesley-street. 

2651.  In  those  parts  of  the  town  there  are  some  comparatively  open  spaces  ; and  there 
are  other  parts  of  the  town  wliere  the  houses  stand  some  distance  apai-t.  Are  those  open 
spaces  usually  tolerably  clean,  or  are  they  much  covered  w'ith  refuse — for  instance,  about 
Shield  Field  ? — The  open  spaces  are  fast  disa])pearing.  Theie  are  no  open  spaces  there, 
except  the  space  in  front  of  Shield  Field  ]>roper ; there  are  no  other  open  spaces ; it  is 
being  covered  up  now  with  buildings.  There  is  a pleasant  green  in  front  of  Shield  Field 
proper.  It  is  private  projieify.  I believe  it  is  not  open  to  the  public. 

2652.  Then  when  you  get  down  to  some  open  ground  at  the  end  of  Buxton-street, 
how  is  it  there  ? — That  is  very  filtliy  ; it  is  neithei-  paved  nor  sewered,  and  full  of 
stagnant  water ; you  can  hardly  drive  along  tlie  street  without  the  risk  of  lu-eakiug  youi- 
vehicle. 

2653.  There  is  a bit  of  open  ground  about  New  Pandon  ; is  that  clean  ? — No.  It  is 
the  site  of  a gi*eat  fire  ; it  is  a most  filthy  place. 
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2654.  How  about  tlie  open  ground  soutli  of  tlie  railway  station,  toward.s  the  Tyne, 
extending  down  towards  Forth  Banks  ? — I do  not  know  much  of  that  neighbourhood  ; I 
liave  not  been  there  lately. 

2655.  Is  there  anything  which  jum  would  add  to  your  former  evidence,  as  respects  the 
part  which  you  have  taken  in  sanitary  matters  ? — Nothing,  except  merely  to  supply 
Mr.  Hume  with  the  information  which  he  wanted.  I’rom  time  to  time  since  1847  I 
have  always  noticed  these  epidemics.  Mr.  Clephan  has  been  kind  enougli  to  furnish  me 
with  some  copies  of  the  Gateshead  Observer,  and  you  will  find  some  letters,  one  which 
I addressed  to  the  mayor  in  1848,  upon  the  condition  of  Sandgate — upon  the  condition  of 
the  corporation  pi’operty  there. 

2656.  {Chairman.)  On  the  13th  of  March  1848  ? — Yes.  You  will  find  a second  letter 
here,  describing  Keel-entry.  The  date  is  23d  March  1848  ; you  will  find  that  the  closing 
paraga-aph  of  the  letter  recommends  the  piiUing  down  of  this  locality,  and  describes 
the  victims  that  were  daily  entering  it. 

2657.  It  is  pulled  down,  is  it  not? — Yes,  it  was  pulled  down  about  five  years  and  a 
half  after  my  recommendation — a public  recommendation  to  that  eft'ect.  It  was  pulled 
dowm  during  the  recent  epidemic.  At  a later  period  the  towm  missionary,  at  a public 
meeting,  made  some  remarks  upon  the  corporation  property,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  corporation  rent-collector  in  Sandgate,  who  questioned  the  accuracy  of  his 
statements.  Knowing  the  condition  of  the  property,  I addressed  to  the  editor  of  the 
Gateshead  Observer  a letter,  dated  the  27th  March  1 849,  in  which  I pointed  out  that 
the  charges  made  by  Mr.  M’Kadda  were  “ almost  identical  with  those  wdiich  I 
“ piiblLshed  about  a year  ago  in  the  Gateshead,  Observer  ” and  stated  that  “ I purposed  to 
“ show',  in  a future  communication,  the  cost  to  the  ivatepayers  of  tlie  corporation  fever 
“ dens,”  in  case  I could  obtain  the  information  fioni  official  and  accredited  sources  ; and 
in  the  follow'ing  week  I wrote  tliis  letter,  in  which  you  will  find  the  results  of  an  inves- 
tigation made  into  the  state  of  Sandgate  by  me,  in  company  with  Mr.  Thornton,  when  we 
W'ent  over  a good  part  of  the  corporation  jiroperty. 

2658.  Tills  is  dated  the  3d  of  April  1849? — Yes. 

The  fvllowiiaj  are  three  of  the  four  letters  above  alluded  to. 

From  the  “Gateshead  Observer”  of  the  18th  of  March  1848. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayoi',  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  Newcastle. 

Gentlemen, — I have  for  some  time  past  been  anxious  to  address  you  on  the  subject  ot 
your  property  situated  betwixt  the  south  side  of  Sandgate  and  the  river. 

I have  delayed  the  execution  of  my  purpose  in  the  belief  that  you  were  about  to 
clear  awary  the  wretched  buildings,  and  thus  abate  the  a^ipalling  state  of  things  of  which 
I complain.  But  month  after  month  has  passed  aw'ay,  and  many  of  the  miserable  beings 
w'ho  have  resorted  to  them  for  shelter  have  lallen  victims  to  the  jirevalent  fever  ; and  no 
sooner  is  a wretched,  dark,  and  unveiitilated  tenement  emptied  by  death  of  its  unfortunate 
inmates  than  you  are  unwittingly  ready,  liy  your  dejmties  and  sub-deputies,  to  admit 
into  them  a fresh  set  of  victims. 

I am  Avell  aware  that  there  is  not  a gentleman  in  3’our  bod}^  wdio  Avould  defend  such 
a state  of  things.  The  011I3'  requisite  necessary  to  arrest  the  evil  is  inquiry  ; and  it  is 
with  a view  to  accomplish  this  object  that  I submit  to  your  attention  the  following  facts 
and  considerations. 

t A great  part  of  your  teiieniented  ju'opert^y  (I  speak  only  of  1113'  own  district)  is  really 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  should  be  condemned  as  such. 

The  slightest  knowledge  of  the  district  will  confirm  the  accuracy  of  this  statement. 
There  are  rooms  in  the  Flag-entiy,  Keel-entiy,  and  Half  Moon-entr3q  from  which  is 
sevei’all3'  derived  the  magnificent  sum  of  teiqience — nay,  sixpence — a week,  into  which 
it  would  be  undeniable  and  ]jositive  cruelty'  to  admit  tenants  and  charge  them  nothing. 
It  may  be  asked,  M"hat  would  3'ou  do  with  these  peojde  ? M3'  answer  is,  that  if  there  is 

a scarcity  of  dwellings  for  the  W'andering  Irish,  it  Avould  be  better  that  they  should 
bivouack  in  the  lanes  of  the  neighbourhood  than  be  invited  to  take  up  their  abode  in 
these  miserable  pest-house.s,  into  which  the  pure  air  of  heav'en  cannot  enter,  and  which 
abound  with  an  atmosphere  surcharged  w'ith  the  supposed  causes  of  fever. 

A committee  of  the  Sanitary  Association  veiy  properl3'  comjffained  of  the  nuisance 
created  1j3'  an  old  triiie  manuffictoiy,  into  v/hicli  the  refuse  of  two  alleys  Avas  constantly 
discharged,  and  from  Avhich  a dead  donke}'  had  been  removed — a A'eiy  probable  cau.se  of 
fever  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  nuisance  A\'as  certainl3'  abated  in  one  form.  The  tripe- 
house  Avas  emptied  of  its  filth,  and,  Avithout  the  least  dela3',  converted  into  two  chA'ellings 
for  men,  women,  and  children.  The  sequel  may  be  anticipated.  Tlie  father  of  one  of 
the  families  aa'Iio  receiA'ed  this  cruel  hospitality  Avas  taken  ill  Avith  fsA'er  and  died,  his  two 
daughters  narroAA'h’  escaping  the  same  fate,  and  a large  familA'  of  3'oung  children  left 
destitute.  In  the  room  aboA'e  there  were  seA^eral  I»ad  cases  of  fever,  generated,  in  all 
probabilit3',  from  the  same  soui'ce.  In  a damp,  miserable  den,  situated  in  the  Half-Moon- 
entr3',  occiqued  by  a person  named  Graliam,  feA'er  has  been  seldom  absent ; and  in  the 
room  adjoining,  which  lets  for  sixpence  a week,  and  in  which  there  is  scarceh'  space  for  a 
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bed  to  stand,  I have  attended  all  the  family  in  fever,  four  in  number,  two  of  them  more  Newton,  Esq. 

than  once,  within  the  last  few  months.  There  is  also  a room  in  Maughan's- chare,  in  

which  a man  of  ordinary  stature  cannot  stand  erect,  where  there  have  been  several  30th  Jan.  1854. 
deaths.  

I am  adducing  these  instances  almost  at  random,  for  there  is  scarcely  a lane  where  Copies  of  Letters, 
dwellings  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  found,  and  connected  witli  which  has  been  many  a ^c. 

melancholy  scene.  If  any  gentleman  is  sceptical  in  I’eference  to  my  statements,  I shall 
be  ready  to  satisfy  him  by  showing- him  the  places  themselves.  The  inhabitants  will  tell 
their  own  story.  Their  lean,  cadaverous  looks  will  attest  their  past  and  present  suffering. 

Apart  from  the  inhumanity  of  allowing  human  beings  to  congregate  in  rooms  where 
they  are  certain  to  be  visited  with  fever,  the  immense  expense  inflicted  on  the  ratepayers 
for  the  support  of  the  sick  and  destitute  should  be  taken  into  account ; so  that  it  will  be . 
seen  that  the  same  cruel  process  which  more  than  decimates  the  Irish  families,  making 
widows  and  orphans  in  abundance,  oppresses  the  ratepayer  and  endangers  the  life  of 
every  one  whose  duty  or  avocation  requires  him  to  be  continually  in  these  localities. 

I beg,  in  conclusion,  to  observe,  that  I highly  approve  of  general  sanitary  measures ; 
but  no  sanitary  laws  can  be  thoroughly  useful  or  perfect  so  long  as  owners  of  tenemented 
houses  regard  them  mei'ely  as  sources  of  income,  and  levy  rents  from  jienury  itself, 
regardless  of  its  wants  and  its  claims.  A different  class  of  tenants  can  compel  landlords 
to  remove  nuisances,  and  to  keep  their  properties  in  repair ; but  the  poor  can  exercise  no 
such  influence,  and  they  must  suffei-  and  die  in  places  so  remote  and  obscure  that  their 
fellow  beings  have  not  an  opportunity  of  redressing  their  wrongs.  A rich  and  benevolent 
body,  like  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  will,  I trust,  prove  that  they  knov.^  the  responsi- 
bilities attaching  to  such  possessions. 

I am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Newcastle,  Marcli  LSth,  1848.  William  Newton,  District  Surgeon. 


From  the  Gateshead  Observer  of  the  25th  Marcli  1 848. 

(Sanitary  Condition  of  Sandgate. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Gateslmid  Observer. 

Sir, — I lieg  to  add,  as  a postscript  to  my  former  letter,  a few  observations  on  the 
condition  of  the  dwellings  in  the  Keel-entry.  They  are  copied  from  the  notes  which  I 
made  this  morning  in  the  dwellings  themselves. 

The  Keel-entry,  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  south  side  of  Sandgate,  though  much 
improved  by  the  praiseworthy  labours  of  Mr.  Wallace,  is  provided  with  a surface  drain 
merely  ; and  refuse  of  various  kinds  frequently  accumulates  (as  was  the  case  this  morning) 
at  the  grate  through  whicli  it  ought  to  be  expelled. 

Beginning  at  the  foot  of  the  yard,  tenement  No.  1 is  a “ killing  shop.”  Tenement 
No.  2 is  a room  adjoining,  upstairs  inhaliited  by  a widow  named  Coquet.  The  family 
consists  of  seven,  three  of  whom  have  had  fever.  Her  husband  died  during  the  present 
epidemic.  It  is  well  ventilated.  9. — ^The  room  below  is  inhabited  by  a widow  whose 
husband,  Hugh  Bell,  died  three  weeks  ago.  3. — Bursuing  our  course  u}>  the  entry,  we 
arrive  at  a place  of  v/hich  Patrick  Lang,  wife  and  four  children,  are  the  occupants.  All 
have  been  ill  of  fever  : a child  died.  The  room  is  only  partially  boarded.  It  professes  to 
be  lighted  by  two  small  windows,  one  without  a ])ane  of  glass  or  window  frame,  and  noAv 
closed  witli  a shutter  ; in  the  other,  three  of  the  panes  are  broken.  The  ceiling  is 
pervious  to  wet  and  dust  from  the  room  above.  Rain  falls  in  at  the  west  side  of  the  den, 
Avhich  is  nearly  dark  when  the  door  is  closed.  Pays  his  rent  ( 1 Od.  per  week)  regxdarly  ; 
but  when  he  applies  for  repairs,  the  suli-deputy  refers  him  to  the  deputy.  4.- — Michael 
M‘Laughlin,  wife  and  four  children,  and  a lodger,  dwell  in  the  neighbouring  tenement. 
It  is  partially  lighted  by  Hvo  Avindows,  Avhich  neitlier  open  nor  shut  ; one  of  them  has 
been  broken  ever  since  the  present  tenant  entered.  A bed  lies  under  this  liroken  Avindow. 
The  dainji  and  wet  find  a way  through  the  ceiling,  so  tliat  the  liedclotlies  cannot  be  ke]it 
clean.  The  husband  has  been  tAvice  ill  of  fever.  The  Catholic  priest  sent  the  tenant  to 
the  mayor  about  tliree  months  since,  to  tell  him  the  condition  of  the  place,  and  declares 
that  he  will  not  visit  him  until  the  windows  am  made  to  open.  I am  afraid  that  tlie 
message  never  reached  his  Avorship.  Rent  lOd.  ]ier  week.  5. — In  the  room  above,  on 
the  left  hand  side,  dwells  Peter  Waters,  with  his  wife  and  four  cliildren.  It  is  lighted  by 
one  small  window,  with  six  of  its  ])anes  1 docked  up.  The  ceiling  bad,  the  floor  wretched, 
the  Avails  sadly  lacking  hot  lime.  Tlie  whole  family  have  been  laid  up  with  fever,  three 
of  whom  are  just  convalescent.  Tiie  father  and  mother  AA^ere  in  the  hospital.  6. — Next 
I door  you  will  find  Mary  Murray,  and  four  children.  Her  husband  died  of  fever  about 
three  months  ago.  All  have  been  laid  down  with  the  epidemic.  Her  son,  John  Murray, 
and  a young  man  named  James  Keegan,  were  removed  yesterday  to  the  fever  house. 
The  widow  is  herself  recovering  fmm  a second  attack.  Ceiling  bad.  Avails  deplorable,  and 
floor  as  bad  as  ]iossible.  7. — Barty  M‘Nimore  occupies  a garret  in  which  a tall  person 
cannot  stand  erect.  Has  a Avife  and  seven  children.  The  children  have  all  had  fever,  one 
was  in  the  hospital.  Daylight  is  visible  through  the  roof  The  man  is  obliged  to  stuff 
the  aperture  in  it  witli  shavings,  &c.,  to  Iceeji  out  wind  and  rain  ; rent  I()d.  per  week. 
8. — This  is  the  adjoining  garret,  occupied  by  James  Foley,  Aidfe,  tAVO  children,  and  tAVO 
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fV.  Newton,  Esq.  lodgers.  Foley  and  a lodger  are  now  in  tlie  fever  house,  having  been  sent  thither  on 

Friday  last;  the  other  lodger,  King,  has  also  had  fever  and  been  in  the  hospital.  Rent 

30th  Jan.  1854.  as  before. 

— — ' I will  finish  my  account  of  the  entry  when  I have  more  leisure,  if  that  will  ever 

Copies  of  Letifrs,  happen.  Before  I conclude,  I wish  to  correct  a trivial  error  in  my  former  communication. 

I mentioned  Maughan’s-chare  as  containing  a wretched  tenement  belonging  to  the 
corporation  ; whoever  the  proprietor  may  be,  I would  recommend  him  to  shut  it  up  or 
pull  it  down. 

Knowing  from  experience  that  the  corporation  has  responded  to  all  reasonable  appeals, 
I feel  confident  that  the  discomfort  and  misery,  of  which  the  above  is  but  too  true  a 
picture,  will  not  be  tolerated,  but  that  the  property  will  be  improved  to  the  utmost  or 
closed  altogether. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obpdient  servant, 

March  23,  1848.  William  Newton.. 


From  the  Gateshead  Observer  of  the  7th  of  April  1849. 

Sandgate,  Newcastle. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Gateshead  Observer. 

Sir, — I wish  to  state,  most  distinctly,  that  I wage  no  indiscriminate  war  against  the 
corporation  of  Newcastle.  The  town  is  undoubtedly  under  great  obligations  to  that 
body,  and  the  locality  which  is  the  daily  scene  of  my  labours  has,  through  its  municipal 
representatives,  been  greatly  bettered  in  condition. 

Streets  and  alleys  have  been  repaired,  and,  in  the  very  centre  of  a poor  and  destitute 
population,  a washing  and  bathing  house  has  been  erected,  and  is  now  in  efficient 
operation.  These  proceedings  show  the  spiiit  which  pervades  them,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  encourage  me  to  hope  that  their  sanitary  measures  will  be  still  more  extensive, 
and  that,  to  insure  the  reform  of  an  abuse,  it  is  necessary  only  to  give  satisfactory  and 
substantial  evidence  of  its  existence. 

I wiU  now  proceed,  in  accordance  with  my  jfiedge,  to  give  in  detail  those  facts  which 
have  long  since  convinced  me  that  the  gi'eat  bulk  of  the  pro]3erty  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Sandgate,  &c.,  is,  in  its  present  condition, 
totally  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  is,  in  fact,  unsuited  to  cover  or  protect  anything 
in  which  there  is  life ; that  it  has  long  been  indispensable  to  shut  up  those  dwellings 
which  it  might  be  inexpedient  or  impossible  to  repair,  to  repair  others,  and  lower  their 
rents,  and  thus  gradually  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  inmates. 

It  is  no  answer  to  these  demands  to  say  that  the  corporation's  possession  of  this 
property  is  but  temporary.  Most  evils  are,  happily,  oidy  temporary;  so  are  life  and 
death  only  temporary,  and  mere  landmarks,  serving  to  register  the  flight  of  time.  But 
are  these  reasons  or  circumstances  sufficient  to  justify  an  apathy  which,  if  it  be  not  in 
itself  a crime,  is  assuredly  a cause  both  of  crime  and  suffering?  Will  it  justify  a 
stoicism  more  frigid  than  that  of  Zeno  ? Will  it  palliate  a cold-blooded  fatalism,  more 
deadening  and  cadaverous  than  the  indifference  of  Mahomet  ? I want  no  answer,  but 
let  us  tiy  to  cure  these  diseases  of  our  present  civilization. 

On  Sunday  last,  the  1st  of  April,  I proceeded,  in  company  with  Mr.  Thornton,  the 
secretary  of  the  Mechanics’  Institution,  to  the  west  end  of  Sandgate.  In  the  first 
instance  we  went  into  the  Cross  Keys-entiy — viz.,  the  Pothouse-entry — which,  though 
the  drainage  is  superficial,  has  been  recently  repaired,  &c.,  so  that  the  dens  are  made  as 
much  as  possible  to  resemble  “whited  sepulchres.”  We  will  presently  see  whether  or 
not  there  be  “ rottenness  and  dead  men’s  bones  ” in  the  interiors. 

Going  into  the  Pothouse-entry  by  the  south  extremity  on  the  left  hand  side,  we  come 
to  a flight  of  stone  steps,  which  we  ascend.  Going  as  high  as  we  could  get,  we  found 
ourselves  in  a garret,  in  which  dwell  Patrick  M‘Dade  and  his  wife.  We  found  them 
lying  on  a shakedown,  as  they  have  no  other  bed.  The  old  woman  told  us  that  the  i-ain 
comes  in  from  the  ceiling.  One  window  in  the  room  is  a fixture,  but  ventilation  is 
rendered  very  perfect  by  means  of  a broken  pane.  In  the  other  window,  which  opens 
and  shuts,  and  threatens  to  fall  out,  there  are  broken  or  oblitei'ated  squares;  by  the 
pi'ocess  of  obliteration,  we  mean  that  the  spaces  usually  occupied  by  glass  are  filled  with 
wood  or  paper.  The  walls  of  the  apartment  are  so  soft  and  damp  that,  in  many  places, 
they  can  be  perforated  with  a stick.  The  old  man  makes  and  sells  matches ; the  old 
woman  collects  rags,  bones,  and  offal ; is  occasionally  relieved  by  the  parish.  Rent, 
eightpence  per  week.  The  rent  was  tenpence ; they  told  the  deputy  that  they  were 
leaving,  as  they  could  not  pay  it.  They  offered  sixpence,  and  it  was  ultimately 
compromised  at  the  present  charge — eightpence. 

And  here  we  cannot  refrain  from  stating  that  this  solitary  act  of  apparent  charity  is 
most  refreshing.  It  relieves  the  lurid  gloom  of  the  picture,  as  the  lightning  does  the 
funereal  aspect  of  the  storm,  and  shows  that  there  is  light  above  the  pall  with  which  the 
world  is  covered.  It  demonstrates  that  the  human  heart,  however  insensible  and  apart, 
circulates  in  its  unseen  labyrinths  a clear  and  sparkling  stream.  It  discovers  not  only 
an  affinity  existing  amongst  the  various  members  of  the  common  family,  but  it  discovers 
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the  same  blood  animating  the  most  diversified  organizations,  like  the  stream  of  classic 
story,  which,  though  it  appeared  divided,  yet  still  preserved  the  continuity  of  its  course. 

Though  this  act  of  charity  does  not  come  glowing  from  the  anvil — though  it  is,  alas  ! 
cold  and  phosphorescent — still  we  receive  it  as  an  earnest  of  the  better  and  real  calorific 
light,  and  as  a token  that  no  man  is  altogether  selfish  and  depraved. 

John  Titlaw  lives  below  the  M'Dades,  a shoemaker,  pays  fourteen-pence  a week-  His 
wife  died  on  Wednesday  of  cholera  (?),  a child  has  had  cholera,  but  is  now  convalescent. 
Rain  comes  into  the  house  ; there  are  ten  broken  panes  ; the  deputy  has  refused  to  repair 
the  windows,  or  to  furnish  a lock  for  the  door.  Titlaw  is  told,  when  he  asks  for  these 
things,  that  “ if  he  does  not  like  the  house,  he  may  walk  out.”  On  a level  with  Titlaw’s 
dwelling  there  is  a closet,  in  which  are  accumulated  ashes,  ordure,  and  all  manner  of 
filth — very  probably  causes  of  endemic  disease. 

Here,  again,  we  must  pause  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  John  Titlaw  having 
opened  the  door  to  us,  he  is  to  be  forthwith  expelled  from  his  paradise.  The  proscription 
is  needless,  for  I think  the  poor"  man  is  dying,  and  will  soon  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
“ Peter  M‘Craw.”  , 


fV.  Newton,  Esq. 
30th  Jan.  1854. 
Copies  of  Letters, 


The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter  which  he  has  received,  and  need  we  solicit  the 
interference  of  the  corporation  betwixt  the  sword  of  Herod  and  this  wretched  dying 
man,  whose  wife  died  on  Wednesday,  and  wliom  we  found  trying  to  still  the  troubled 
cries  of  a motherless,  baby  ? Oh  God  ! what  a pandemonium  man  can  make  ! But  Thy 
dew  can  soften  even  the  piece  of  granite  that  is  sometimes  put  into  the  breast  of  a man 
and  convert  it  into  wax.  ¥/hen  I picture  this  miserable  creature,  Titlaw,  huddling  his 
wasted  child  in  his  own  attenuated  arms,  and  pressing  it  to  that  breast  which  will  so 
soon  be  as  silent  as  bis  grave,  and  think  of  this  persecution,  the  unbidden  tear  starts 
into  my  eyes,  attesting  the  intensity  of  compassion  in  one  whose  feelings,  like  an  old 
brush,  are  well  nigh  worn  out. 

“ Sir, — -I  hereby  give  you  notice  to  quit,  and  deliver  up  to  me  on  Monday  the  9tli  of 
“ April,  the  room  you  occupy  in  the  Pothouse-entry,  or  to  pay  me  at  the  rate  of  two 
“slnllings  Aveekly  for  the  same. 

“Mr.  John  Titlaw,  April  2,  1849.”  “'D.  H.  WTlson.” 

I hold  the  detested  original  in  my  band.  We  do  not  wish  to  make  any  unnecessary 
allusion  to  Mr.  D.  H.  Wilson,  but  if  he  does  not  desire  to  be  further  noticed,  he  must 
really  keep  out  of  the  way.  Proceeding  to  the  next  door,  we  find  Martha  Hornsby,  ten 
broken  panes  in  the  window,  room  damp  ; rent,  one  shilling  a week.  Again,  on  the 
right  hand,  resides  J ane  Main.  The  dwelling  is  dark  and  damp  ; ten  broken  panes ; 
rent,  one  shilling  per  week.  A miserable  cavern  or  excavation,  not  a I’oom. 

On  the  same  side,  and  next  door,  we  come  to  the  house  of  John  Bates.  The  room 
is  miserable,  and  there  are  nine  broken  panes.  Rent,  one  shilling  per  week. 

In  the  garret  above  Bates,  we  arrive  at  John  Boag’s  abode.  The  rain  finds  its  way 
into  Ins  house,  and  running  through  the  fioor,  gets  into  Bates’s  room.  Rent, 
eightpence  per  week.  These  rooms  are  approached  by  a wo-etched  flight  of  stairs. 
They  have  not  been  whitewashed  for  five  years.  An  old  crone,  named  Sally  Catch- 
side,  who  keeps  a lodging-house  in  the  entry,  is  a deputy  under  Mr.  Wilson.  The 
tiles  on  the  roof  of  this  house,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  W.,  “requme  pointing.”  We  might 
add,  that  the  whole  affair  requires  p^ulling  down. 

Eleanor  Chicken  (a  widow)  and  three  children,  live  next  dooi-.  The  room  very  dark, 
and  floor  quite  wet  ; rain  comes  in  at  the  fireside  ; three  broken  panes  ; two  closets 
without  doors ; usually  a brothel.  Sally  Catchside  has  impounded  her  clock  for  three 
shillings  of  arrears. 

John  Helton,  a labourer,  wife  and  two  children,  are  to  be  found  in  a den  above. 
Has  to  keep  a dish  to  “ kep”  the  rain  in  ; rain  comes  through  the  ceiling  in  six  places  ; 
rent,  one  shilling  a week  ; one  window,  a fixture,  seven  broken  panes.  One  part  of  the 
floor  so  dangerous  that  it  cannot  be  stepped  upon  for  fear  of  falling  into  the  room  below. 
Had  to  put  a piece  of  wood  into  the  ceiling  to  keep  the  family  above  from  overlooking 
and  annoying  them ; plaister  ofi‘  the  walls ; has  to  stuff  the  chinks  and  crannies  Avith 
paper,  &c.,  to  keep  the  wind  out ; rent,  one  shilling  a week.  “ Old  Sally”  threatens 
them,  with  a padlock  if  the  rent  is  not  ready.  This  is  the  only  method  they  have  of 
. getting  a lock. 

Elizabeth  Heron,  another  old  woman,  and  an  idiotic  lad,  are  in  the  garret  above  the 
last  dwelling.  It  is  a wretched  ]>lace,  and  would  require  a Cruikshank  to  represent 
it.  Flinch,  in  a spirit  of  pathetic  humour,  has  talked  about  a “ prize  pauper.”  Here 
is  a den  that  he  should  occupy  when  he  is  found.  The  old  woman  says  she  has  had  a 
terrible  night  with  the  rain,  which  comes  through  the  roof  like  a sieve.  There  is, 
liowever,  one  hole  through  which  it  “ jjours.”  Is  obliged  to  keep  a washing-tub  standing 
at  that  place,  and  he  is  obliged,  when  it  rains  hai'd,  to  get  up  and  empty  it  out  of  tlie 
window.  Seven  broken  panes ; sees  daylight  better  through  the  tiles  than  tlirough  the 
window. 

We  counted  eighteen  holes  in  the  roof,  some  of  which  are  stutted  with  straw.  The  poor 
old  woman  has  to  move  the  bed  about  so  as  to  avoid  the  wind  and  rain,  a si^ecies  of 
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23d  Jail.  1854. 


domestic  navigation  in  which  she  appears  to  be  very  proficient.  Pays  eightpence 
a week  ; has  parish  rehef ; no  fastening  to  the  door.  Vacuus  viator  cantabit  corarti 
latrone. 


So  much  for  the  Pothouse-entry,  of  which  this  i.s  but  a faint  portraiture.  These 
remarks  are,  perhaps,  sufficient  for  the  present. 

T Clf_ 


April  .3,  1849. 


I am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Newton, 

Medical  Officer  to  the  No.  2 District  of  the 
Newcastle  Poor  Law  Union. 


2658.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  live  in  Hood  Street? — Yes. 

2659.  And  you  move  about  a good  deal  in  those  higher  and  newly-built  parts  of  the 
town.  Is  there  in  those  levels  much  odour  from  the  gully  gratings  ? — There  is,  all  over 
the  town.  I have  been  up  Lovaine-row,  along  the  Westgate,  through  the  better  parts  of 
the  town,  to-day ; and  there  is  ordure  lying  about  everywhere. 

2660.  I do  not  mean  that.  What  I ask  is  this — whether,  as  you  walk  along  these 
better  streets,  Percy-street,  Grainger-street,  Clayton-street,  Market-street,  Hood-street, 
Grey-street,  Northumberland-street,  Nun’s-street,  Nelson-street,  and  so  on,  there  rises 
from  the  gully  gratings  any  strong  effluvium  of  foul  matter  ? — In  many  parts  there  does. 
T have  often  found  it  just  at  the  angle  formed  by  the  news  room  at  the  corner  of  Market- 
.street;  tliere  is  a horrid  stink  there  occasionally. 

2661.  What  corner  of  Market-street  is  that;'  where  Market-street  joins  Grainger- 
street? — Yes,  and  in  several  })laces  besides.  In  Nun’s-street.  I may  mention  that 
Mr.  Allison  this  morning,  in  conversation,  told  me  the  following  : — he  lives  in  Regent  Ter- 
race ; lie  says  there  is  a drain  passing  underneath  his  kitchen  made  with  a single  flag  on 
each  side,  and  covered  by  a single  slate,  and  that  the  stench  from  there  is  intolerable  ; he 
r'egrets  that  he  did  not  give  it  in  evidence  himself, — he  forgot  it.  This  is  the  model 
locality  cited  by  Dr.  White  and  Mi'.  Nesham,  aud  which  was  brought  forward  to  illustrate 
that  there  was  not  any  necessary  connection  between  sanitary  defect  and  cholera,  inasmuch 
as  cholera  had  here  occurred  in  a district  where  the  sanitary  condition  mu.st  have  been 
perfect. 

2662.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  It  is  a private  drain  you  are  referring  to  ? — Yes. 

2663.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Have  you  control  over  the  private  drains  ?— 
No  ; we  might  force  them  now  to  make  private  drains 

2664.  To  your  satisfaction? — Yes,  since  the  4th  ol  A.ugust  1853. 

2665.  In  leasing  property  foi'  building  purposes,  have  the  corporation  been  accustomed 
to  introduce  any  clauses  or  covenants  with  a view  to  sanitary  regulations.  For  instance, 
in  letting  for  building  purposes  the  property  rvhich  has  come  into  your  hands,  in  the 
course  of  making  the  new  streets,  have  you  ever  introduced  any  covenants  to  the  effect 
that  the  builder  .should  provide  sewers,  privies,  and  ash-pits,  or  water-closets,  or  anything 
of  that  kind  ? — They  have  always  been  a class  of  buildings  where  there  was  no  occasion 
for  any  such  covenants ; we  have  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  owner. 

2666.  Have  you  ever,  in  leasing  any  property  so  required  for  new  streets,  introduced 
any  stipulations  or  covenants,  such  as  that  of  not  building  houses  back  to  back  ? — I 
should  think  very  likely  we  have,  as  to  prescribing  tlie  mode  of  liuilding. 


20th  Jan.  1854. 


William  Newton,  Esq.,  further  examined. 

•2667.  (Ghai'rman.)  Now,  with  reference  to  the  allegations  against  the  Board  of  Health 
officers  ; do  I rightly  understand  you  to  have  complained,  or  to  have  been  of  opinion, 
that  the  organization  of  the  house-to-house  visitation  system  and  the  provision  of  extra 
medical  attendance  for  that  purpose  was  not  cai'ried  out  with  sufficient  speed  ? — It  was 
very  badly  carried  out  ; it  was  tardily  and  then  imperfectly  carried  out.  There  has  never 
yet  been  a house-to-house  visitation  of  the  town. 

2668.  Were  you  also  of  opinion  that  houses  of  refuge  for  those  not  affected,  and  hospi- 
tals for  those  Avho  were  affected,  ought  to  have  been  provided  sooner  than  they  were  ? — 
Yes  ; I looked  to  the  regulations  wliich  had  been  adopted  in  1832,  and  I found  that  they 
provided  for  the  sick  ; and  I was  of  opinion  that  it  was  humane  in  the  finst  instance,  and 
politic  and  rvise  in  a sanitary  point  of  view  in  the  next,  to  separate  the  sick  from  those 
that  were  rvell  ; which  r^ould  have  diminished  overcrowding,  and  provided  for  the  ti-eat- 
ment  of  the  sick.  That  was  not  done. 

2669  Then  I understand  you  to  complain  tliat  the  sick  and  the  healthy  were  not  sepa- 
rated 1 — Another  charge  is  this,  that  no  arrangement  was  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Health  to  get  the  dead  speedily  buried.  The  dead  lay  witli  the  living. 

2670.  You  also  complain  of  better  arrangements  not  having  been  made  for  the  removal 
of  the  corpses  n-om  among  the  living  lieings  ? — Yes.  I think  that  in  the  first  instance  I 
may  say,  that  in  1S49  the  Board  of  Health  were  kind  enough  not  to  interfere  in  Newcastle, 
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The  boai’d  of  guardians  delegated  to  myself  and  two  or  three  other  gentlemen  the  deal- 
ing with  cholera  in  ISfy.  We  did  institute,  as  far  as  we  could,  those  arrangements  to 
which  I am  alluding,  and  we  found  that  cholera  diminished  then.  I think  there  ought  to 
have  been  the  same  system  instituted  again. 

2671.  Then  I understand  you  to  complain  of  the  interference  of  the  Board  of  Healtli  in 
the  recent  epidemic  of  18-53? — Yes;  I think  that  they  aggi-avated  it  very  much.  I 
thought  at  the  very  outset  of  the  epidemic  that  you  ought  to  have  diminished  overcrowd- 
ing. Supposing  you  were  called  to  an  entry  with  a few  cases  of  cholera,  and  the  houses 
were  very  much  overcrowded,  I thouglit  you  ought  to  have  prepared  hospitals,  to  have 
carried  the  sick  people  there  instantly,  and  to  have  had  otlier  places  where  you  could  have 
sent  the  destitute,  so  as  to  have  got  the  places  clean. 

2672.  I understood  Mr.  Bayne  to  complain  that  when  medical  students  could  not  be  ob- 
tained immediately  for  the  purposes  of  the  house-to-house  visitation,  junior  practitioners 
of  the  town  were  not  employed  ; is  that  so  ? — There  was  no  want  of  students,  but  there 
was  nobody  to  get  them.  I got  all  the  students  I wanted  for  my  district.  I got  several 
for  other  parties  also.  Mr.  Grainger  will  recollect  that,  on  the  Sunday  night  when  I told 
him  that  I thoua'ht  lie  could  have  four  students,  and  gave  him  the  addresses  of  several 
others. 

2673.  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  complain  that  Mr.  Grainger  did  not  take  advan- 
tage of  the  information  which  you  oftered  him,  with  reference  to  the  names  and  addi’esses 
of  medical  students  who  might  be  available  for  the  organisation  of  this  house-to-house 
visitation  system  ? — Mr.  Grainger  received  every  information  which  I gave  him  about 
students. 

2674.  But  do  you  complain  that  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  that  information  ? — Mr. 
Grainger  never  organised  a house-to-liouse  visitation  system. 

2675.  Do  you  complain  of  his  not  having  done  so  ? — I think  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
done.  My  charge  about  the  liouse-to-house  visitation  system  is  this,  that  it  was  done  too 
late,  and,  when  done,  it  Avas  done  by  strangers  who  did  not  know  the  localities  ; conse- 
quently, very  dense  and  populous  places  Avere  not  visited  as  they  should  have  been. 

2676.  That  is  part  of  your  complaint — that  the  Board  of  Health  and  their  officers,  Avith 
other  strangers,  interfered  ? — -Yes. 

2677.  You  did  not  want  to  have  anything  to  do  Avith  them  ? — We  should  have  had  no 
objection  if  they  would  have  acted  Avith  energy,  and  Avould  have  assisted  at  all  in  saving 
the  toAvnfrom  pestilence  ; but  they  destroyed  our  own  self-reliance,  and  destroyed  all  local 
action,  and  prevented  tlie  medical  })rofession  from  taking  tlie  matter  up  ; and  they  did 
not  institute,  on  their  own  part,  such  measures  as  the  crisis  needed. 

2678.  I think,  also,  jmu  complain  of  a cholera  prescription  or  formula  not  luiving  been 
issued  by  them  ? — Yes,  I complain  of  the  want  of  a jirescription.  I spoke  to  Mr.  Grainger 
privately  about  a prescription,  Avisliiug  it  to  be  issued  authoritatively.  Mr  Grainger  met 
the  medical  officers  of  tlie  union.  I liad  draAvn  u]>  such  a thing  as  I thought  might  do, 
and  Avluch  I submitted  to  liim.  Mr.  Grainger,  whilst  highly  approving  of  Avhat  I drew  up, 
thought  it  inexpedient — that  it  might  excite  alarm,  and  it  was  not  issued  by  Mr.  Grainger  ; 
but  that  Avhich  was  refused  by  Mr.  Graingei’  AAms  done  by  Dr.  Gavin,  ]Aerliaps  a week  later. 

2679.  I think  you  also  complain  of  Mr.  Grainger  for  having  used  at  some  such  meeting 
the  expression,  “Science  knows  no  cure  for  collapse”? — Yes,  “Science  knows  no  remedy 
for  collapsed  cholera.” 

2680.  Is  there  any  other  point  of  complaint  ? — These  are  the  main  points.  I think  that 
the  Board  of  Health,  by  intei'fering,  aggraAurted  materially  the  mortality  in  the  town  of 
Newcastle. 


Henry  Harvey,  Esq.,  sworn. 

2681.  (ChaArman.)  You  are  medical  officer  to  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Poor  Law 
Union  of  tliis  town,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

2682.  Hoav  long  have  you  occupied  that  position  ? — Since  1 837. 

2683.  (3fr.  Simon.)  Your  district  includes  the  ]iarish  of  St.  AndrcAv  ? — It  does. 

2684.  Does  it  all  lie  Avithin  the  old  boundary  of  tlie  borough  ? — I think  not. 

2685.  You  have  part  of  the  township  of  Jesmond  in  your  district  ? — Yes. 

2686.  And  part  of  the  parish,  of  St.  John? — Yes. 

2687.  The  area  umku-  your  care  is  763  aci’es  ? — It  is  about  that. 

2688.  Therefore  probaljly  your  practice  extends  considerably  into  tlie  less  de.nsely 
inhabited  parts  of  the  town? — It  does  so. 

2689.  You  liave  a popidation  under  your  care  of  about  17,500? — I think  it  Avill  be 
about  24,000,  including  the  Jesmond  part  of  it. 

2690.  HaA^e  you  any  notion  of  the  numlier  of  houses  Avhicli  as  parochial  surgeon  you 
attend  ? — No. 

2691.  Or  tlie  numljer  of  poor  population  under  your  care  as  parochial  surgeon  ? — No, 
I cannot  say  that. 

2692.  We  should  lie  glad  to  arrive  at  the  knoAvledge  Avhich  you  have  of  the  condition 
of  the  poor  and  labouiing  classes  in  your  district.  First  of  all,  perhaps  you  can  tell  us 
something  aliout  their  lodgings.  Is  it  frequent  for  Avhole  families  to  live  in  single  rooms? 
— Generally  so  in  every  district. 
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2693.  They  do  not  take  other  lodgers  with  them  frequently  ? — Not  frequently. 

2694.  Are  the  houses  of  the  poor  tolerably  ventilated  through  your  district  ? — I should 
say  better  than  in  the  districts  of  the  town  generally. 

2695.  The  houses  are  further  apart  ? — The  streets  are  wider,  and  there  is  a better  class 
of  house. 

2696.  How  are  they  off  for  privy  accommodation  ? — Some  parts  of  it  are  very  deficient. 
Many  houses  are  tenemented  property,  having  no  privies  at  all. 

2697.  Is  that  a frequent  evil  in  your  district,  affecting  a considerable  proportion  oi 
the  poorer  classes  there  ? — A good  many  of  the  houses  have  none ; but  not  a large 
number,  I should  say. 

2698.  Do  you  mean  including  the  better  kind  of  houses — the  shopkeepers’  houses  ? — 
No  ; I refer  to  the  houses  of  the  lower  classes. 

2699.  Privies  exist  in  your  district.  Are  they  generally  privies,  where  aU  the  produce 
©f  the  privy  lies  above  ground  ; are  they  without  drainage  ? — In  some  of  the  tenemented 
properties  there  is  no  drainage  to  the  privy,  it  lies  upon  the  surface  in  conjunction  with 
an  ash-pit. 

2700.  Is  that  the  general  arrangement  in  the  poorer  houses  of  that  district,  where  a 
privy  does  exist  ? — It  is  so. 

2701.  Are  nuisances  and  stinks  complained  of  in  connection  with  these  privies  and 
ash-pits  ? — Where  the  contents  have  accumulated  for  any  length  of  time,  they  become 
very  offensive. 

2702.  Is  that  generally  the  case,  that  their  contents  do  accumulate  for  a long  time  ? — 
Till  they  are  running  over. 

2703.  What  then  leads  to  their  being  emptied  ? — People  not  being  able  to  gain 
admission  into  the  privies,  or  the  surgeon  noticing  it,  and  getting  the  inspecting  ofiicer  to 
have  it  emptied  for  them,  or  to  compel  them  to  empty  it. 

2704.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  authorities  taking  the  initiative  in  getting  these 
nuisances  removed  ? — It  is  merely  the  medical  ofiicers  of  the  union,  and  the  inspectors  of 
nuisances. 

2705.  Without  any  complaint  being  made  to  liiin,  does  the  inspector  take  the  initiative 
and  go  to  the  house  ? — He  has  the  power  to  do  so. 

2706.  Practically  does  he? — In  many  instances  I have  heard  of  it. 

2707.  Is  the  water  supply  good  to  the  houses  of  the  poor  ? — I should  say  almost  every 
house,  or  every  yard,  is  supplied  with  water. 

2708.  With  a tap  of  the  Whittle  Dean  Company  ? — With  a tap  of  the  Whittle  Dean 
Company,  and  also  from  public  pants — there  are  many  in  my  district. 

2709.  Had  you  any  occasion  to  find  fault  with  the  quality  of  the  Avater  suppbed  by  the 
Whittle  Dean  Company  last  year  ? — I heard  complaints  against  it.  I used  it  the  whole 
time — I never  drank  it — I merely  used  it  for  tea.  I made  no  diflTerence  myself  I never 
drink  it,  and  never  did,  but  always  use  it  in  tea,  and  continued  to  do  so. 

2710.  Was  it  clear? — I never  heard  the  servants  complain  of  it  in  my  house,  and 
therefore  I am  not  aware  how  it  Avas  there  ; but  I have  heard  of  instances  where  it  was 
not  clear. 

2711.  Are  you  aware  Avhether  it  had  any  disagreeable  smell  ? — No. 

2712.  You  never  observed  any  disagreeable  smeU  with  it  yourself  ?^ — No. 

2713.  Nor  disagreeable  taste  when  it  was  boiled  ? — No. 

2714.  You  only  tasted  it  boiled  ? — Boiled. 

2715.  So  that  the  amount  that  you  kneAV  of  its  quality  is  that  it  wtis  muddy? — From 
reports  that  I have  heard,  it  was  muddy  ; and  I have  occasionally  seen  it  with  a puddled 
appearance. 

2716.  How  is  the  paAdng  in  your  district  about  the  houses  of  the  poor? — I should  say 
it  is  not  bad, — most  of  the  lanes  are  paved, — of  course  the  main  streets  are  ; and  I should 
say  most  of  the  lanes,  in  conjunction  Avith  them,  are  paved  also. 

2717.  Are  they  evenly  paved,  or  do  they  retain  much  refuse  matter  in  the  interstices  of 
the  paving? — They  descend  to  the  centre,  which  forms  a sort  of  surface-drain  or  gutter 
in  some  of  the  alleys,  for  want  of  an  under  drain. 

2718.  Does  that  surface-gutter  carry  oflT refuse  matters  from  ash-pits  and  privies? — 
When  there  is  sufficient  flow  to  carry  it  off ; if  not  it  lies  on  the  surface. 

2719.  Is  that  a frequent  incident  in  your  district  ? — Yes,  there  are  seA^eral  of  those 
lanes. 

2720.  Is  scavenging  effectual  in  your  district? — I should  say  it  is  in  the  main  streets. 

2721.  And  in  the  back  streets,  or  rather  in  the  courts  and  alleys  ? — The  deficiency,  I 
think,  depends  upon  the  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  tenemented 
property.  They  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  carrying  their  refuse  to  the  scavengers’ 
carts,  which  pass  daily.  There  is  a great  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  lower  class ; it  might  be  much  better  if  there  was  a little  more  effort  used  by  them. 

2722.  For  the  removal  of  the  refuse,  in  these  courts  and  alleys,  does  not  the  scavenger 
go  to  the  house  to  collect  the  refuse  ? — No. 

2723.  The  inhabitants  have  to  carry  it  from  their  houses  or  rooms  to  him  ? — The 
scavenger  has  nothing  to  do  Avith  the  houses,  I understand. 

2724.  I mean  the  dust  collector,  or  whoever  takes  that  office  ?— They  carry  it  to  him. 
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2725.  Even  if  there  is  a long  court  or  alley,  does  he  not  pass  up  it? — No,  he  cannot  h.  Harvey,  Esq. 

pass  up  it  with  his  cart.  

2726.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  cart  will  not  go  up  it? — The  cart  will  not  go  up  it ; they  24lh  Jan.  1854. 

generally  bring  the  refuse  do'wn  and  place  it  at  the  end  of  the  alley  to  await  his  arrival ; — 

and,  as  he  comes  past,  he  throws  the  contents  in,  and  leaves  the  empty  boxes  for  them  to 

get  when  they  come  back. 

2727.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  I suppose  the  theory  is  that,  if  the  inhabitants  did  their  duty  in 
that  respect,  there  would  be  no  accumulation  ? — It  would  be  much  improved. 

2728.  (Ifr.  Simon.)  Are  cattle  kept  in  yoru’  district  to  any  extent ; I mean  within  the 
borough  ? — Yes,  to  a considerable  extent. 

2729.  Are  pigs  kept? — In  some  instances  they  are;  but  that  nuisance  is  much  abated 
of  late. 

2730.  Was  it  much  abated  before  the  1st  of  September  last  year  ? — Yes,  it  has  been 
gradually  abating  for  some  years;  since  an  inspector  of  nuisances  was  appointed,  there  has 
been  a great  improvement  in  that  respect,  I may  say  for  a few  years  past. 

2731.  Do  you  mean  the  inspector  of  nuisances  of  the  board  of  guardians  or  of  the 
corporation  ? — The  board  of  guardians  had  one  for  a length  of  time. 

2732.  Do  you  know  any  cases  at  present  of  cattle  or  pigs  kept  under  dwelling-houses  in 
your  district  ? — Yes. 

2733.  Do  you  know  many  such  instances  ?— I cannot  bring  many  to  my  recollection 
just  now,  but  I could  give  instances. 

2734.  Will  you  mention  some? — In  Carnaby ’s-yard  in Gallowgate.  There  is  one  cow- 
house there  containing  four  cows  underneath  a dwelling-house.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  yard  there  is  one  with  two  underneath  a dweUing-house  ; that  is  in  one  yard,  and 
there  are  many  others. 

2735.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  instances  in  your  district  ? — I cannot  bring  them  to 
my  recollection  just  now.  I have  little  doubt  that  there  are  such  instances,  from  the 
number  which  are  kept  in  the  district-, 

2736.  Is  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Gallowgate  ? — In  Gallowgate. 

2737.  Cattle  are  extensively  kept  there  then  ? — Extensively, — cows. 

2738.  Are  they  complained  of  ? — No  ; almost  every  house  has  its  cow,  and  therefore  there 
are  no  complaints  made. 

2739.  Do  they,  in  your  judgment,  become  a nuisance  there? — Great  accumulations  of 
manure  take  place  from  them. 

2740.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  removal  of  that  manure  ? — It  awaits  the 
farmers’  carts,  when  they  have  time  to  remove  it. 

2741.  Is  there  any  systematic  supervision  of  these  houses  as  to  the  removal  of  refuse  ? 

I should  say  not. 

2742.  Had  you  much  mortality  from  cholera  in  your  district  ? — Yes,  a good  deal. 

2743.  Where  were  the  chief  gTOups  of  cases  ? — In  Prudhoe-street,  Liverpool-street, 

High  Friar-street,  Crescent-place,  Yine-lane,  Mortimer’s-court,  and  Mackford’s-entry. 

2744.  Is  the  sanitary  condition  of  those  places  good? — In  many  instances  they  might 
be  improved. 

2745.  Speaking  first  of  Prudhoe-street,  have  they  open  privies? — There  is  a deficiency 
there  in  some  of  the  houses. 

2746.  Where  privies  exist,  are  they  open? — They  are  open. 

2747-  With  middens  in  connection  with  them  ? — Yes. 

2748.  At  the  time  of  the  cholera  were  there  accumulations  m those  middens  ? — From 
time  to  time  there  are  accumulations ; as  they  accumulate  to  a certain  extent  they  are 
generally  removed. 

2749.  Were  there  offensive  smells  about  the  houses? — In  some  of  the  back  dweUings 
and  close  courts  there  were. 

2750.  Is  Liverpool-street  good  ? — Bad. 

2751.  Crescent-place  ? — Defective  in  ventilation. 

2752.  With  privies? — With  open  privies. 

2753.  Dairy mple’s  -yard  ? — Bad. 

2754.  Has  Dalrymide’s-yard  got  any  sufficient  privy  accommodation  ?“-It  is  very 
deficient. 

2755.  Has  it  got  any  drainage  ? — None. 

2756.  Does  the  filth  run  down  on  the  surface  ? — Yes. 

2757.  Is  it  a steep  place  ? — A slight  descent. 

2758.  Does  the  cfrainage  of  privies  and  middens  and  cow-dung  heaps  run  down  the 
middle  of  that  lane  ? — From  the  cow-dung  heaps  it  does  ; but  their  privy  and  midden 
are  in  the  back  premises,  and  consequently  cannot  get  there  rmtil  they  are  fuU,  and  then 
the  refuse  is  thrown  out  in  front,  and  then  passes  down  this  gutter. 

2759.  Wliat  popmlation  have  you  in  Dalrymple’s-yard,  how  many  holdings  ? — In  the 
upper  part,  and  in  the  new  buildings,  there  are  about  twenty-foiu‘  rooms  ; it  is  private 
propjerty,  each  room  let  to  a separate  tenant  or  family. 

2760.  What  privy  accommodation  have  they  got? — There  is  one  privy  about  2|^  ft. 
in  widtli,  I should  tiViuk,  witli  a bar  to  sit  across,  with  no  top,  and  with  a midden  stead 
adjoining  about  the  same  size,  for  the  whole  of  that  property. 

2761.  Is  that  immediately  at  the  back  of  the  houses  ?-— Immediately  at  the  back. 

2762.  Is  it  in  a cleanly  condition,  ? — It  is  in  a very  filthy  condition  just  now. 
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2763.  Stinking? — Stinking  ; it  was  cleaned  out  about  a fortnight  ago,  and  I think  it 
is  almost  as  bad  as  ever  ; it  is  so  small  for  the  popidation. 

2764.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.  ) Is  that  a private  yard,  or  a public  thoroughfare  ? — Part  of  it 
is  corporation  property. 

27()5.  Is  it  let  on  lease  ? — The  lower  part  of  the  yard  belongs  to  the  corjjoration,  which 
I am  sorry  to  say  is  in  a veiy  bad  condition.  The  middle  part  of  the  yard  belongs  to 
the  representatives  of  Mr.  Archbald,  but  the  upper  part  belongs  to  Mr.  Hindhaugh. 

2766.  (Mr.  Siraonl)  Do  some  of  the  houses  belong  to  the  cor]ioration  ? — Yes,  some  ot 
those  at  the  bottom  of  the  yard. 

2767.  Are  they  in  a better  condition  than  those  at  the  top? — I should  say  decidedly 
not  ; they  have  no  privy  at  all,  I under, stand. 

2768.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  They  are  let  to  tenants,  I suppose  ? — Yes  ; there  is  a good 
deal  of  waste  ground  also. 

2769.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  consider  those  lower  houses,  which  belong  to  the  corpora- 
tion, to  1)6  fit  for  human  habitation  in  tlieir  present  state  ? — Scarcely  so,  I should  say,  they 
lie  so  low  down  l)elow  the  surface. 

2770.  (Air.  Toivn  Clerk.)  They  are  low  in  situation  ? — They  lie  below  the  surface  ; you 
drop  down  to  go  into  the  room. 

2771.  (Air.  Simon.)  There  is  a place  which  has  been  mentioned  to  us  in  that  district. 
Sweeper’s- entry  ; what  is  the  condition  of  tliat  propei’ty  ? — It  is  very  bad  ; it  is  corpora- 
tion property  also,  I believe. 

2772.  Of  how  many  houses  does  it  consist  ? — There  are  two  houses,  I think  ; one  ot 
them  is  entered  from  Dalrymple’s-yard,  the  other  is  entered  from  Sweeper’s-yaixl ; I 
think  there  is  oidy  one  door,  for  one  of  the  houses  is  entered  from  the  other  yard. 

2773.  Are  they  pi'bvided  Avith  privy  accommodation? — No,  none. 

2774.  Is  Avater  laid  on  to  them  ? — I cannot  say  Avhether  it  is  in  that  yard  or  not. 

2775.  Are  they  well  A’^entilated  ? — I liaAm  been  obliged  to  get  one  of  the  rooms  locked 
u]i  in  consecpience  of  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

2776.  To  Avhom  do  you  make  your  representations  on  that  subject  ? — To  the  inspector 
of  nuisances.  It  Avas  a Ioav  room,  dark  and  damp, — so  dark,  even  in  daylight,  that  Avhen 
I haAm  had  occasion  to  go  in  I could  not  see  a party  in  bed  Avithout  a candle.  There 
Avmre  tAvo  beds  in  the  room,  and  I represented  it.  I am  very  happy  to  say  that  the  beds 
are  taken  out,  and  that,  instead  of  bebig  a dwelling-room  now,  it  is  to  be  converted  into 
a washhouse. 

2777.  (Air.  Toivn  Clerk.)  The  inspector  promptly  complied  with  your  recommendation  ? 
—He  did. 

2778.  (ATr.  Simon.)  Do  you  consider  the  remaining  part  of  that  house  to  be  fit  for 
occupation  ? — I should  say  decidedly  not. 

2779.  Is  there  filth  about  on  tbe  pavement  of  that  court? — -Yes. 

2780.  Does  it  stink  ? — It  does. 

2781.  What  is  the  condition  of  Mackford’s-entry  ? — It  has  been  very  bad  ; but  the 
owners  of  the  property,  since  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  have  had  the  court  drained  from 
end  to  end  with  the  circular  pipe  drain, s.  They  intend  removing  the  privies  and  the  ash- 
pits and  putting  up  water-closets,  so  that  there  is  a great  improvement  likely  to  be  made. 

2782.  Hoav  AAuis  it  at  the  time  of  the  eruption  of  cholera  ? — It  has  always  been  in  a 
A'ery  bad  condition,  and  Avas  at  tliat  time. 

2783.  (il/r.  Toivn  Clerk.)  It  is  a prNate  entry  ? — It  is  a private  entry. 

2784.  (Air.  Simon.)  There  was  some  complaint  made  in  that  district,  I believe,  about 
a collection  of  scaAmnage,  or  depot  of  filth,  Avas  there  not  ? — There  was  a complaint  made 
about  the  accumulation  of  night-soil  and  filth  upon  the  roofs  of  the  adjoining  houses 
there.  My  attention  Avas  called  to  it  by  Mr.  Annandale,  a surgeon,  as  being  an  annoyance 
to  him.  He  could  not  open  his  AvindoAVS  in  consequence.  It  came  out  of  Avliat  is  called 
the  Orphan  House,  I thiidv.  It  is  a large  tenement. 

2785.  (Chairman.)  It  had  been  thrown  out  of  the  Avindow  ? — Ye.s,  and  liad 
accumulated. 

2786.  (Air.  Simon.)  Is  the  Orphan  House  a charitable  institution  ? — No,  it  is  private 
property  noAV,  and  is  let  out  in  tenements. 

2787.  Without  privies  ? — I belieAm  there  is  a privy  noAV,  but  for  many  years  it  has 
been  without  one. 

2788.  There  was  no  privy  there  at  the  time  at  which  they  threw  their  excrement  on 
to  their  neighbours’  roofs  ? — Yes. 

2789.  The  collection  of  dirt  that  I refer  to  was  some  depot  of  town  scavenage,  town 
filth,  arising  from  scavengers  emptying  their  carts  there  ; is  tliat  in  your  district  ? — There 
is  such  a place,  I believe,  or  has  been  such  a place,  in  GaUoAvgate. 

2790.  At  the  corner  of  Gallowgate  ? — Yes. 

2791.  What  is  the  history  of  that  nui.sance? — It  is  a vacant  yard,  occupying  a 
considerable  space  between  Newgate-street  and  Gallowgate  ; and  some  time  ago  there 
were  complaints  made  to  me  of  large  accumulations  of  filth  there  ; and  the  paHies  in  the 
neighbourhood  told  me  that  the  corporation  carts  Avere  in  the  habit  of  emptying  their 
street  sweepings  there,  and  alloAving  them  to  accumidate  foi-  the  farmers’  carts  to  remoA^e 
them.  I knoAV  that  once  or  twice  I have  had  occasion  to  complain  of  the  immense 
quantity  of  matter  lying  there,  but  in  each  instance  it  has  been  remoA^'ed. 
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2792.  Offensive  matter  ? — Offensive  matter  ; extremely  so  to  passers-by.  H.  Harvey,  Esq. 

2793.  Did  the  persons  passing  along  Newgate-street  and  Gallowgate  complain  of  it? — 

They  did.  24th  Jan.  1854. 

2794.  Did  their  complaints  extend  over  a long  period  of  time  ? — No,  it  must  have  been  — 

about  the  autumn  that  I heard  it  first. 

2795.  Had  the  same  practice  existed  previously  to  the  autumn  ? — I cannot  say  that. 

2796.  It  was  only  in  the  autumn  that  your  attention  was  directed  to  it? — Only  then. 

2797.  Was  it  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  that  this  accumulation  existed 
there  ? — Previously  to  that. 

2798.  Did  it  continue  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  ? — To  a certain  extent.  T 
would  not  say  it  had  accumulated  entirely  from  the  emptying  of  the  corporation  carts. 

The  owner  has  horses,  and  the  accumulations  from  his  own  horses  took  place  there. 

2799.  Did  the  nuisance  continue  altogether  for  some  weeks  ? — It  existed  there  for  a 
considerable  time  in  the  autumn. 

2800.  Was  that  from  the  emptying  of  the  scavengers’  carts  ?— Partly  from  the  emptying 
of  the  carts,  and  partly  from  the  refuse  of  the  owner’s  own  stable. 

2801.  Of  what  do  the  contents  of  these  scavengers’  carts  consist  ? — All  he  collects,  I 
imagine,  from  his  house-to-house  visitation,  and  the  street  sweepings.  Now  I think  the 
depot  is  upon  the  Leazes,  within  a very  short  distance  of  dwelling-houses.  Tliat,  also,  1 
should  like  to  direct  attention  to. 

2802.  First,  as  respects  its  presence  in  this  particular  locality,  and  what  it  consists  of : 
do  I rightly  understand  that  the  scavengers  collect,  not  only  the  sweepings  of  the  streets, 
with  horse-dung  and  granite-grindings,  and  whatever  else  may  be  there,  but  also  the 
contents  of  kits  and  of  ash-pits  ? — -I  imagine  that  is  so.  That  is  the  object  of  their 
parading  the  town,  to  get  the  ash-pits  emptied  and  the  kits  containing  night  soil. 

2803.  To  the  best  of  your  belief  the  accumulation  in  this  district  contained  a con- 
siderable portion  of  nightsoil  ? — I should  say  so. 

2804.  Where  is  this  adjourned  to  now? — It  has  gone  now  I think  to  the  Leazes,  a little 
higher  up  Gallowgate. 

2805.  What  houses  does  it  adjoin  at  present  ? — It  does  not  exactly  adjoin  any  ; but  it 
is  not  a great  distance  from  Gallowgate  and  Pitt-street,  the  front  of  Pitt-street  and  Hill- 
street. 

2806.  How  far  may  it  be  situated  from  those  houses  ? — I should  think  within  thirty 
yards  of  one  house. 

2807.  I observe  that  the  houses  there  are  arranged  in  a sort  of  square,  so  that  one  side 
of  Gallowgate  would  form  the  south  side  of  the  square.  Spring  Garden-terrace  would 
form  the  west  side,  and  St.  James’s-street  and  Leazes-terrace  the  east  side  ? — Yes. 

2808.  Is  that  a true  description  of  the  locality  ? — Yes. 

2809.  About  how  far  would  it  be  from  each  of  those  sides? — From  the  houses  in 
Gallowgate  about  eighty  yards,  I should  fancy. 

2810.  And  from  the  others  ? — From  St.  James’s-street,  nearly  double  the  distance. 

2811.  From  Spring  Garden-terrace  ? — The  same  as  from  Gallowgate. 

2812.  What  are  those  houses  which  are  still  nearer  to  it  ?• — There  is  one  dwelling- 
house  close  to  it,  a private  house. 

2813.  Does  the  occupier  complain  of  it? — I have  heard  com])laints,  not  lately. 

2814.  Have  you  heard  complaints  in  the  more  distant  houses  ? — Latterly  there  has  been 
a good  deal  of  complaint.  It  lies  upon  the  edge  of  a hill ; and  since  the  thaw  has  taken 
place,  there  has  been  a considerable  flow  of  water,  and  this  has  washed  the  accumulation 
down  into  Gallowgate  again.  It  is  on  the  exact  edge  of  the  hill,  and  an  immense  quantity 
of  it  has  been  waslied  down  into  Gallowgate  again. 

2815.  Have  you  brought  those  complaints  under  the  notice  of  the  authorities? — I have 
not ; it  has  happened  only  recently. 

2816.  Did  you  bring  the  former  complaint  under  the  notice  of  the  authorities,  the 
nuisance  occasioned  in  the  lower  part  of  Gallowgate  ? — I did  so  ; there  has  been  in  con- 
sequence a drain  placed  there,  since  I complained. 

2817.  Do  you  consider  the  present  a proper  jdace  for  it  ? — Not  at  all. 

2818.  Is  there  a large  accumulation  there  ? — A considerable  quantity. 

2819.  Many  cart-loads  ? — Many. 

2820.  If  there  were  any  epidemic  disease  at  the  present  moment  in  Newcastle,  should 
you  think  that  to  be  a dangerous  place  to  that  neiglibourhood  ? — I should  tliink  it  inight 
assist  in  aggravating  a disease. 

2821.  {Mr.  Toivn  Cleric.')  And  you  have  now  given  notice  of  it ; I take  this  as  a notice  ? 

■ — I have. 

2822.  {The  Clerk  to  the  hoard  of  guardians.)  Wlien  it  was  in  the  lower  part  of 
Gallowgate,  was  it  not  removed  twice  a week  by  the  farmers’  carts? — There  was  no  stated 
time  for  removing  it,  but  it  remained  there  till  they  could  get  the  farmers'  carts  to 
remove  it. 

2823.  But  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  ? — If  the  cai*ts  came  in. 

2824.  It  was  generally  on  those  days  ? — Generally. 

2825.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  What  is  the  class  of  ]>eople  who  inhabit  Gallowgate  ? — The 
working  class  and  labourers. 

2826.  Are  they  Irish? — Tliere  are  very  few  Irish;  chiefly  Euglisk 
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2827.  Do  they  consist  of  freemen  to  a great  extent  ? — A great  number  of  freemen. 

2828.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Who  have  the  privilege  of  depasturing  cows  on  the  town 
moor  ? — Yes. 

2829.  (ilfr.  Bateman)  And  that  leads  to  the  keeping  of  cows  there  ? — Yes. 

2830.  {Mr.  Simorp)  Is  Green-comd  in  your  district  ? — It  is  so. 

2831.  Had  you  several  deaths  from  cholera  there? — There  were  deaths  from  cholera 
there,  and  in  the  courts  adjoining.  In  Mortimer’s-court  there  were  several  deaths. 

2832.  What  was  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  court? — The  court  itself  is  not  bad, 
but  there  is  an  open  sewer  which  comes  down  from  the  Darn  Crook,  and  passes  through 
the  end  of  the  court,  and  through  Green-court,  a large  uncovered  sewer. 

2833.  Does  it  stink  ? — It  does  most  awfully. 

2834.  Do  triperies  and  tanneries  discharge  themselves  into  that  sewer? — Both. 

2835.  Do  the  inhabitants  of  the  court  complain  of  this  ? — The  whole  of  Newgate- 
street  complain  of  it  at  times. 

2836.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  soakage  from  this  sewer  had  extended  to  a 
considerable  depth  into  the  cellar  of  one  of  the  houses  in  the  court  you  mention  ? — Not 
only  in  that  court,  but  also  the  coui-t  on  the  opposite  side. 

2837.  That  the  cellars  were  extensively  flooded  in  both  courts  from  this  open  sewer  ? 
—Yes. 

2838.  Do  you  believe  that  that  flooding  from  the  sewer  had  any  influence  in  increasing 
the  mortality  which  prevailed  there  ? — I have  little  doubt  that  it  might  have  assisted  in 
doing  that,  owing  to  the  effluvia  arising  from  it. 

2839.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  know  that  the  ground  floors  of  those  houses  have  been 
several  times  filled  with  water  in  this  way?  - At  times  they  have. 

2840.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  whole  court  to  be  flooded  ? — In  heavy  rains. 

2841.  And  for  the  refuse  of  this  sewer  to  be  washed  into  the  court  ? — Yes. 

2842.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  the  case  that  the  privy  of  that  court  is  merely  a sort  of 
shelf,  placed  over  this  ditch  ? — J ust  so. 

2843.  Do  you  consider  that  open  sewer  compatible  with  the  liealth  of  the  district 
through  which  it  passes  ? — Very  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  parties. 

2844.  Is  Spital  Tongues  in  your  district  ? — It  is  .so. 

2845.  Spital  Tongues  is  situated  at  about  the  same  level  as  the  barracks,  is  it  not  ?— 
A little  lower,  but  about  the  same. 

2846.  Does  it  lie  within  the  ancient  boundary  of  the  borough  ? — It  does. 

2847.  What  is  the  condition  of  that  property  ?— Previously  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera, 
I am  sorry  to  say  it  was  in  anything  but  a good  condition.  There  was  an  immense 
accumulation  of  filth  in  the  shape  of  ashes  and  various  other  things,  in  front  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  pitmen.  I cannot  state  the  amount  of  it.  It  had  accumulated  there  so 
much  so,  that  I represented  it  to  the  inspector  of  nuisances ; lie  visited  a part,  and  a 
very  short  time  previous  to  the  cholera  he  succeeded  in  getting  it  removed.  The  houses 
are  in  good  condition  ; they  are  clean,  and  I should  say  well  ventilated,  when  the  yiarties 
choose,  for  they  have  windows  back  and  front. 

2848.  Was  there  comsiderable  crowding  there  ? — Not  more  so  there,  I should  say,  than 
in  pit  houses  generally.  I should  say  the  houses  there  are  a better  class  than  many  of 
the  pit  houses. 

2849.  (Mr.  Toivn.  Clerk.)  It  is  a pit  village  ? — A pit  village. 

2850.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Was  this  collection  of  refuse  in  front  of  the  houses?— In  front  of 
the  houses. 

2851.  Was  there  solid  and  fluid  refuse  there  ? — There  was  everything  you  can  imagine, 
both  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral. 

2852.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Does  the  ground  fall  from  where  all  this  manure  and  refuse  is 
placed  down  to  the  houses  ? — There  is  a small  paving  in  front  that  descends  from  the 
houses  into  a sort  of  surface  gutter  in  front  three  or  fom-  feet  from  the  door  of  the 
dwelling,  and  on  the  opposite  side  is  where  the  accumulation  takes  place. 

2853.  Does  the  ground  rise  there  ? — A little. 

2854.  (Mr.  Simon.)  To  what  distance  from  the  houses  did  this  accumulation  extend? 
— It  extended  to  the  doors  at  last,  it  got  so  bad. 

2855.  How  many  days  before  the  eruption  of  cholera  was  this  ? — It  was  about  six 
weeks  before  that  I represented  it. 

2856.  Had  any  accumidation  begun  again  by  the  time  of  the  outbreak  ? — I should 
say  so,  but  not  to  the  .same  extent  as  before  ; it  was  merely  a commencement  — merely  a 
nucleus. 

2857.  Was  there  an  accumulation  of  filth  before  these  houses  at  the  time  when 
cholera  broke  out  there  ? — I should  say  not  to  any  extent. 

2858.  During  the  few  weeks  that  intervened  between  your  procuring  the  removal  of  this, 
and  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  where  do  you  suppose  that  the  inmates  of  those  houses 
discharged  their  kits  ? — On  to  this  heap  ; they  came  to  the  door  and  just  pitched  it  out. 

2859.  So  that  at  all  events  there  was  accumulated  there  during  those  weeks  whatever 
the  inhabitants  had  to  contiibute  of  that  kind? — Yes. 

2860.  So  that  it  is  merely  relatively  that  you  speak  of  the  place  as  free  from  accumu- 
lation or  free  from  filth? — Yes. 
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2861.  Would  this  material  have  soaked  into  the  floors  of  the  houses  ? — No;  in  con- 
sequence of  the  houses  being  raised  a little  about  it,  probably  not. 

2862.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Are  the  floors  of  the  houses  above  or  below  the  level  of  that  paving 
which  you  speak  of? — Rather  above  ; there  is  a gentle  descent  from  the  house  into  tliis 
small  channel. 

2863.  (Mr.  Simon.)  When  you  made  your  professional  visits  to  these  houses,  did  you  find 
entering  them  disagreeable  during  the  last  few  weeks  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  ? 
— No;  the  accumulation  having  been  removed,  I had  no  reason  to  complain  of  it.  It 
seemed  in  a very  nice  condition, — a very  clean  and  healthy  condition  ; the  hoases  them- 
selves are  remarkably  clean  internally.  The  class  of  people  aU  are  so. 

2864i  But  during  this  period  they  were  emptying  their  refuse  in  front  of  their  houses  on 
an  unpaved  surface  ? — They  were. 

2865.  Was  that  surface  sodden  with  the  filth  ? — There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

2866.  If  you  had  turned  up  a spadeful  of  that  soil  would  it  have  stunk  ? — Most 
decidedly,!  shoidd  say. 

2867.  With  the  action  of  the  heat  of  summer  on  that  soil,  would  it  have  evaporated 
offensive  smells  ? — I should  say  it  would  have  been  very  liable  to  do  so. 

2868.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  There  is  no  public  way  or  thoroughfare  through  Spital  Tongues 
■ — A footpath  there  is. 

2869.  No  public  causeway? — No  public  causeway. 

2870.  {Mr.  Simon)  Did  you  see  any  evidence  of  scavenging  going  on  there? — No. 

2871.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  How  are  the  people  supplied  with  water  ? — They  are  well  supplied 
with  water  there.  There  is  a beautiful  well  at  the  west  end  of  Spital  Tongues, — a beau- 
tiful spring. 

2872.  {Mr.  Simon.)  At  the  time  when  this  accumulation  of  refuse  was  removed,  was  it 
done  by  the  scavengers? — No;  the  inspecting  ofilcer  would  compel  the  owners  of  the 
coUiery  to  do  it,  I suspect. 

2873.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  The  scavengers  had  no  business  there  ? — No. 

2874.  It  is  private  property.  It  is  a village  erected  for  the  purpose  of  the  colliery,  which 
is  sunk  on  that  particular  ground  ? — Yes  ; and  a nuisance  is  to  be  removed  by  the  owners 
of  the  colliery  at  the  suggestion  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances. 

2875.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  remember  how  many  deaths  from  cholera  there  were  in 
Spital  Tongues? — No  ; I do  not  recollect  at  this  moment ; but  I see  the  owner  here. 

2876.  {Mr.  Hunter.)  There  were  twenty -eight  deaths  in  the  village. 

2877.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  what  population  there  was  there  ? — I think  about  500. 

2878.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Harvey)  Did  you,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic,  come 
into  contact  with  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  ?■ — Occasionally  at  the  board  of 
guardians. 

2879.  Are  you  cognizant  of  their  operations  in  the  town  ?— I know  the  recommendation 
of  the  house  to  house -visitation  system,  and  the  securing  of  medical  assistants  for  the 
purpose  of  that  visitation. 

2880.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  on  any  of  those  subjects  ?— Not  any. 

2881.  Have  you  any  reason  to  impute  to  those  officers  any  neglect  of  their  duty,  any 
inefficiency  or  remissness  ? — I should  say  not,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

2882.  Do  you  believe  that  they  did  all  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  do,  in  aid  of  the 
authorities  for  the  mitigation  of  the  disease  ? — My  idea  is,  that  they  did  all  that  was 
possible.  The  time  was  short.  It  was  very  trying  for  them.  I should  say  they  did 
all  that  it  was  possible  for  them  to  do. 

2883.  Is  there  any  other  matter  relative  to  your  district,  or  any  other  subject  on  which 
you  would  wish  to  give  evidence? — No,  I think  not. 

2884.  {The  Clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians)  Whenever  you  have  had  occasion  to  make 
representations  of  nuisances  to  the  guardians,  have  they  not  been  invariably  attended  to 
promptly  ? — Immediately. 


John  Sang,  Esq.,  sworu 

2884.  {Mr.  Simon).  You  are  medical  officer  to  the  western  district  of  the  Poor  Law 
Union  of  this  town  ? — I am  ; of  No.  5 district. 

2885.  Is  tliat  called  the  Westg-ate  district  ? — It  is. 

O 

2886.  Does  any  part  of  that  district  lie  within  the  old  municipal  boundary  ? — Part  of 
it  does ; the  greater  part  is  without. 

2887.  There  are  some  parts  of  that  district  of  which  we  have  an.  account  in  a letter 
bearing  date  tlie  LStli  of  December,  1849,  written  by  you,  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Rawlinson,  from  which  1 will  qiiote  to  you  two  or  three  i)assages.  “ I may  first  name 
“ Buckingham-st]-eet,  Oystershell-lane,  Abinger-street,  and  Diana-street,  as  places 
“ densely  inhabited,  but  not  altogether  by  the  lowest  class.  There  are  no  sewers  ; chiefly 
“ small  drains  from  the  houses  running  througli  the  various  passages  and  emptying 
“ themselves  into  tlie  streets,  consequently  they  are  in  a very  filthy  and  unhealthy  state, 
“ frequently  emitting  most  offensive  smells.  These  streets  are  only  partially  paved,  and 
“ some  not  at  all.  Water  plentiful  and  air  good.  Principal  want,  drainage  and  paving."' 
Do  you  confirm  tliat  statement  now  ? — I do. 

2888.  That  description  would  be  as  applicable  now  as  it  was  then  ? — Nearly  so. 
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2889.  In  what  respect  would  it  be  less  applicable  ? — Some  of  the  streets  have  been 
partly  paved.  There  has  also,  I believe,  been  a common  sewer  made. 

2890.  Are  the  houses  drained  into  that  common  sewer? — No. 


2891.  {Chairman).  What  improvement  in  the  public  health  do  you  think  a sewer 
without  house  drainage  would  effect? — Very  little,  or  none. 

2892.  {M'r.  Simon).  The  next  passage  is  this; — “ Pitt-street,  Wellington-street,  and 
“ Hill-street  are  in  a very  bad  state,  more  particularly  the  former,  in  which  there  is  a 
“ portion  of  a sewer  formed  in  the  upper  and  lower  parts,  but  no  drains  finin  the  houses. 
“The  street  at  present  impassable  from  the  want  of  paving.  Water  is  plentiful,  but  the 
“ light  very  insufficient.  In  this  locality  both  fever  and  cholera  have  prevailed.”  Do 
you  bnd  the  sanitary  condition  of  that  locality  improving  ? — Not  much. 

2893.  Did  cholera  prevail  in  that  locality  at  its  last  visitation  ? — Very  much. 

2894.  Did  it  occur  also  in  the  locality  I first  mentioned  about  Oyster.shell-lane  ? — 
Very  severely. 

2895.  The  third  paragraph  is  ; — “ Dixon  s-buildings.  Spring  Garden-lane,  and  Seaham- 
“ street  are  in  a very  deplorable  state.  There  are  no  drains ; all  the  refuse  from  the 
“ adjoining  buildings  are  thrown  upon  the  surface.  In  some  parts  the  filth  of  the  houses 
“ has  accumulated  nearly  a foot  above  the  level  of  the  footpath.  Cholera  and  fever  have 
“ been  very  jwevalent  in  Dixon’s-buildings,  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  poorer  class.  A 
“ sufficiency  of  water  and  air  ; good  drainage  and  paving  chiefly  required  in  this  district.” 
Would  that  description  apply  at  the  present  time  ? — Quite  so.  I drew  out  a report  in 
the  month  of  November  last,  which  would  confirm  what  I state.  I sent  it  to  the  board 
of  guardians. 

289G.  A further  passage  runs  as  follows  : — “ Robson’s-buildings,  Peel-street,  and  its 
“ various  entries  are  in  a very  filthy  and  unhealthy  state  ; drainage  very  incomplete  ; 
“ water  sufficient,  but  light  and  ventilation  in  many  parts  bad.  Fever  and  cholera  have 
“ both  prevailed  here — the  former  of  frequent  occurrence — and,  situated  as  they  are  in  a 
“ thickly  populated  district,  may  justly  claim  serious  attention  ?” — Yes. 

2897.  Have  you  seen  any  results  of  serious  attention  there  since  ? — I have  not,  in  Peel- 
street. 

2898.  “ There  are  also  portions  of  Blandford-street  requiring  paving  and  drainage  ; 
“ water  and  light  sufficient ; fever  occasionally  prevails.”  This  therefore  would  represent 
])retty  accurately  what  is  the  present  state,  as  well  as  what  was  the  state  in  1849  ? — It 
would. 

2899.  Both  as  regards  the  state  of  drainage,  paving,  ventilation,  and  crowding,  and 
also  as  regards  the  prevalence  of  diseases  ? — Yes ; I think  Peel-street  is  worse  than 
before. 

2900.  I find  also  another  paragraph  to  this  effect : — “ Complaints  have  been  made  from 
“ time  to  time  in  order  to  obviate  the  many  nuisances,  but  as  yet  withoiit  much  effect.” 
To  whom  have  tho.se  complaints  been  addre,ssed  ?— I believe  to  the  owners  of  the  property. 

2901.  Is  it  an  understood  thing  in  this  district  that  the  corporation  have  no  control 
over  these  evils  ? — They  had  not  previously  to  August,  I think. 

2902.  Since  August  has  any  alteration  been  made  in  the  evils? — Yes,  the  streets  have 
been  better  scavenged. 

2903.  And  also  the  courts  and  alleys  ? — They  have  been  rather  better.  There  has  been 
no  alteration  in  the  drainage  that  I have  observed. 

2904.  {Chairriian.)  You  stated,  in  your  report  of  November  1853,  that  in  the  district 
entrusted  to  you  were  comprised  many  of  those  new  streets  which  had  risen  up  in  the 
suburbs  within  the  last  few  years  ; and  you  add,  “ No  sewers  were  laid  down  when  the 
“ streets  were  erected  ? ” — No, 

2905.  “ The  sewerage,  drainage,  and  paving  were  almost  altogether  neglected  ? ” — Yes. 

2906.  “ To  this  day,  most  of  the  streets  remain  unpaved  ; holes,  ruts,  and  .sloughs  are 
“ common.  The  eai’th  is  saturated  with  refuse  ; liquid  impurities  run  along  the  surface, 
“ and  in  some  cases  into  the  very  houses  of  the  inhabitants.  Privies,  and  open  ash-pits  are 
“ close  to  their  doors  ; and  while  they  are  surrounded  by  impurities  without,  there  is  too 
“ commonly  overcrowding  and  consequent  foulness  within  ? ” — Yes. 

2907.  “ One  room  where  four  persons  died  of  cholera  had  an  ash-pit  close  in  front  of 
“ the  window.  The  fire-place,  door,  and  Avindow  were  (as  it  is  not  uncommon)  so  arranged 
“ that  the  corner  occu})ied  by  the  bed  was  of  necessity  unventilated  ? ” — Yes. 

2908.  “ It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  water  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  has  been  only 
“ fit  for  flusliing  off  their  excretions  ? ” — I should  perhaps  explain  that  that  Avas  not 
exactly  my  own  expression.  It  was  drawn  up  chiefly  by  my  assistant,  Mr.  Hutton. 

2909.  You  would  be  anxious  to  modify  that ; you  do  not  entertain  such  opinions  ? — 

I do  not. 

2910.  The  other  parts  Avhich  we  have  read  you  would  confirm  as  true,  according  to 
your  own  observation  and  opinion  ? — I do. 

2911.  This  one  passage  you  would  not? — No. 

2912.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  were  in  bad  health  I think  at  the  time  ? — No,  I was  able  to 
go  on  with  my  work.  I was  not  well ; but  I was  never  laid  up  a single  day. 
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2913.  {Chairman)  This  letter  of  yours  proceeds  to  state:  “Overcrowding,  impure  J.  Sang,  Esq. 

“ water,  and  the  retention  in  and  about  their  houses  of  matter  which  ought  to  have  been  

“carried  away  by  proper  drainage  and  sewerage,  these  are  causes  which  have  predisposed  1854. 

“ them  to  the  attacks  of  epidemic  disease,  and  made  tliem  its  more  easy  victims  ? ” — 

Certainly. 

2914.  Do  you  confirm  that  opinion  ? — I do  undoubtedly. 

2915.  The  letter  continues  : “ It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  a community  so  circumstanced 
“ can  at  any  time  be  in  good  health,  or  long  free  from  visitations  of  sickness  ? ” — Yes. 

2916.  Ai'e  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  rest  of  the  contents  of  this  report? — I 
wrote  it  myself,  and  I believe  it  will  be  found  to  be  correct. 

2917.  You  confirm  all  these  details  as  to  the  various  lanes  and  so  forth  ? — I do. 

2918.  In  this  letter  you  quote  some  words  of  “ the  inspector.”  Is  that  the  superin- 
tending inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Mr.  Lee  ? — Yes. 

2919.  Mr.  Lee  states  that  “Typhus  fever,  cholera,  or  other  epidemic  disease,  ought 
“ never  to  have  existed  in  the  neiglabourhood,”  (speaking  of  Blenheim-street,  Blandford- 
street,  &c.)  “ and  never  would  have  done  so  but  for  the  criminal  cupidity  of  builders,  and 
“ the  absence  or  non-enforcement  of  proper  regulations.”  Do  you  confinnthat  opinion  ? — ■ 

Certainly. 

2920.  “ The  back  ground,  between  the  east  side  of  Blenheim-street,  throughout  its 
“ whole  lengtlj,  and  the  next  public  thoroughfare  parallel  to  it,  is  no  more  than  sufficient 
“ for  the  appurtenances  of  the  front  houses,  and  adequate  ventilation.  From  a desire  to 
“ obtain  the  largest  possible  rental  from  the  smallest  possible  surface,  the  whole  of  this  back 
“ land  has  been  filled  up  with  inferior  houses  built  up  into  narrow  pe,stilential  lanes,and 
“ attempted  to  be  dignified  by  the  names  of  Temple-street,”  and  so  on.  Is  that  a correct 
“ description  ? — It  is. 

2921.  Mr.  Lee  proceeds  : “ After  witnessing  the  awful  destruction  of  human  life  in  this 
“ locality  within  the  last  month,  it  is  impossible  to  repress  the  strong  feeling  of  indigna- 
“ tion  which  arises  from  a conviction  that  it  was  nearly  all  preventible.”  Do  you  assent 
to  that? — Ido. 

2922.  Mr.  Lee  proceeds  : “Very  many  of  these  newly  built  tenements  ought  t be 
“ immediately  closed  by  the  local  authorities,  as  unfit  for  hixman  habitation.”  Was  that 
your  opinion  ? — Yes. 

2923.  And  is  so  ? — It  is. 

2924.  It  goes  over  some  further  details  ; are  you  ffimiliar  with  those  details  ? — I am. 

2925.  And  you  confirm  them  ? — Yes. 

2926.  (d/r.  Simon.)  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  you  give  your  unreserved  assent  to 
every  part  of  it,  and  consider  it  as  your  report,  with  the  exception  of  those  passages 
which  relate  to  water  ? — -Exactly  so. 

2927.  And  in  respect  of  those  passages,  would  your  opinion  be  oj)posed  to  Mr.  Huttons, 
or  would  it  be  merely  that  you  did  not  observe  the  same  things  as  he  oljserved  ? — I did 
not  observe  what  he  has  there  stated,  although  there  are  many  places  where  I found  the 
water  very  bad  in  the  very  same  locality. 

2928.  Then  with  regard  to  those  particular  passages  of  the  report,  your  exception 
would  confine  itself  to  this, — that  those  particular  cases  Avere  not  under  your  observation, 
and  therefore  you  are  not  able  to  say  positively  whether  or  not  the  cases  were  as  he 
states  ? — Exactly. 

2.929.  (dir.  Bateman.)  Is  that  so,  or  do  you  mean  that  you  think  the  general 
expression  as  to  the  water  stronger  than  it  ought  to  be  ? — What  is  there  stated  did  not 
come  under  my  observation. 

2930.  (Chairman)  Do  you  either  affirm  or  deny  it? — I do  not  deny  it. 

2931.  But  you  do  not  affirm  it? — Ho. 

2932.  (Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  quality  of  the  water  at  tliat  time  ? 

■ — I thought  in  many  parts  it  Avas  very  impure. 

2933.  Is  your  house  supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  company  ?— It  is,  but  we  do  not 
drink  it ; we  have  a good  spring. 

2934.  (Chairman.)  In  Avhat  respects  did  you  think  the  Avater  impure? — It  Avas  so 
very  muddy  and  thick,  and  the  people  complained  to  me. 

2935.  Vfas  there  nothing  about  it  that  Avas  objectionable,  exce])t  Avhat  was  palpable  to 
the  eye  ? — I did  not  observe  anything  else,  nor  did  I taste  it. 

2936.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  hear  complaints  among  your  patients,  that  it  had  an 
objectionable  taste  ? — I did  not. 

2937.  (Chairman.)  Was  your  opinion  of  the  objectionable  nature  of  the  water  strong 
enough  to  induce  you  to  make  any  suggestions  to  your  patients  Avith  regard  to  it  ? — No. 

2938.  (3Ir.  Bateman.)  You  say  in  some  parts  you  found  the  water  in  that  condition  ; 
did  the  character  of  the  water  Amry  ? — I think  so  ; it  was  clearer  in  some  parts  than  in 
othei’s. 

2939.  On  the  same  day  ? — No,  I would  not  say  on  the  same  day. 

2940.  (Cha/irman.)  1 believe  the  garrison  is  in  your  immediate  neighbourhood,  I 
might  almost  say  in  your  district.  Have  you  such  a knowledge  of  the  facte  and  circum- 
stances bearing  upon  the  comparative  immunity  of  the  garrison  during  the  late  epidemic, 
as  Avould  enable  you  to  form  a confident  opinion  on  its  causes  ? — I have  not. 

2941.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  on  the  gas? — I have  not. 

E e 3 


214 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


J.  Sang,  Esq. 
21st  Jan.  1854. 


2942.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  ofiev  as  to  the  conduct  or  misconduct  of  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  with  regai-d  to  their  duties  durino-  the  late  outbreak  ? — As  far  as  I 

o o 

was  connected  with  them,  I think  they  showed  every  wish  to  do  what  they  possibly 
could.  In  particular,  I was  with  Mr  Grainger  for  some  length  of  time  when  he  first 
came  down  to  the  town,  and  his  great  desire  was  to  do  all  he  possibly  could  for  the  good 
of  the  town,  in  obtaining  medical  assistants,  house-to-house  visitors,  and  so  on.  1 saw 
hin\  on  the  Sunday,  and  was  with  him  an  hour  and  a half  or  two  hours. 

294.3:  Do  you  think  that  there  were  local  circumstances,  calculated  seriously  to 
embarrass  the  actions  of  such  an  officer  at  that  time  ? — I think  there  were. 

2944.  Considering  those  local  circumstances,  do  you  think  that  the  operations  of  those 
officers  were  as  efficient  and  as  quick  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  ? — Yes. 

2945.  We  wish  to  have  your  full  opinion  upon  the  subject.  Would  you  sanction  any 
charges  whatsoever  against  them  on  any  ground  ?— Certainly  not,  as  far  as  I am  concerned. 

2946.  Allegations  have  been  made  to  the  effect  that  the  officers  were  incompetent, 
indifferent — -I  hardly  know  how  to  syllable  the  charges — inactive,  and  so  on  ? — I did  not 
observe  it  from  the  connexion  I had  with  them. 

2947.  You  would  not  countenance  any  such  allegations? — No. 

2948.  Having  had  intimate  official  relations  with  them  ? — I had,  during  the  whole 
time. 

2949.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  offer  any  evidence  calculated  to 
throw  light  on  the  causes  of  the  recent  outbreak  ? — There  is  not. 

{The  follotving  Report  from  Mr.  Sang  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  which  was  referred  to 
by  him  in  Q.  2895,  was  afterwards  put  in  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Board. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Sir, — In  drawing  out  the  following  report,  I feel  a pleasure  in  alluding  to  the  valuable 
services  of  Mr.  Hutton  whilst  acting  as  my  medical  assistant,  and  who  has  kindly  sup- 
plied me  with  much  useful  information  respecting  the  portion  of  district  No.  5 visited  by 
him  and  myself  In  doing  so  I shall  first  transcribe  his  letter  to  me  on  the  subject,  which 
is  as  follows  : — 

“ In  retiring  from  the  appointment  which  I have  had  the  honour  to  fiU  as  one  of  your 
assistants  in  attending  upon  the  sufferers  by  the  late  epidemic,  I am  anxious  to  lay  before 
you,  and  through  you,  the  medical  inspector  and  the  guardians,  a few  observations  on 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  localities  which  I have  been  daily  and  nightly  called  upon 
to  visit ; for  although  my  duty  was  simply  to  relieve  the  sick,  so  far  as  it  was  in  my 
power,  now  that  that  duty  is  discharged,  it  may  not  be  thought  intrusive  if  I point  out 
some  of  the  causes  which  seem  to  have  inflicted  a pestilence  on  the  subjects  of  my  care, 
and  by  which  a considerable  number  of  them  have  been  destroyed. 

“The  district  intrusted  to  me,  under  your  .superintendence,  lies  between  Westgate  Hill, 
and  the  Leazes,  on  the  western  side  of  the  town,  and  comprises  many  of  those  new  streets 
which  have  risen  u]>  in  the  suburbs  within  the  last  few  years.  No  sewers  were  laid  down 
when  the  streets  were  erected.  The  houses  having  been  built  they  were  at  once  let  off  to 
tenants. 

“The  sewerage,  drainage,  and  paving  were  almost  altogether  neglected.  To  this  day 
most  of  the  streets  remain  unpaved ; holes,  I'uts,  and  sloughs  ai-e  common ; the  earth  is 
saturated  with  refuse,  liquid  impurities  lam  along  the  surface,  and,  in  some  cases,  into  the 
very  houses  of  the  iiihabitants.  Privies  and  open  ash-pits  are  close  to  their  doors,  and 
while  they  are  surrounded  by  impurities  witliout,  there  is,  too  commonly,  overcrowding 
and  consequent  foulness  within.  One  room  where  four  persons  died  of'cholera  had  an 
ash-pit  close  in  front  of  the  window,  the  fire-jilace,  door,  and  window  were  (as  it  is 
not  uncommon)  so  arranged  that  the  corner  occupied  by  the  bed  was  of  necessity 
unventilated. 

“With  proper  sewers  and  drains,  water-closets  might  be  substituted  for  privies,  thereby 
getting  rid  of  polluting  refuse  ; and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  water  supplied  to  the 
inhabitants  has  been  only  fit  for  flushing  off  their  excretions. 

“Overcrowding,  impure  water,  and  the  retention  in  and  about  their  houses  of  matter 
which  ought  to  have  been  carried  away  by  proper  drainage  and  sewerage — these  are 
causes  which  have  predisposed  them  to  the  attacks  of  epidemic  disease,  and  made  them  its 
more  easy  victims. 

“It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  a community  so  circumstanced  can  at  any  time  be  in  good 
health,  or  long  free  from  visitations  of  sickness.” 

Oyster-sheTl-lane. — Each  house  has  four  tenants,  a tap  for  water,  privy  and  sink  for  dirty 
water,  opening  into  a sewer.  The  lane  is  unpaved,  large  holes  exist  in  aU  direc- 
tions, and  a gutter,  which  appears  to  be  running  with  dirty  water  continually,  exists 
just  in  front  of  the  doors  of  the  houses.  Cholera  was  severe  in  this  locality. 
Buckinc/ham-street. — Each  house  has  four  tenants,  a privy,  sink,  and  tap  for  water.  The 
street  is  badly  paved,  a portion  not  at  all.  Scavenging  seldom  or  ever  performed, 
consequently  the  street  is  generally  in  a filthy  state. 

Oaks-place. — The  high  part  is  in  a bad  condition,  no  pavement  exists,  but  a road  with 
large  holes  at  every  step.  There  is  no  drainage,  the  whole  of  the  dirty  water 
running  over  the  surface  near  the  houses.  Several  tenants  to  one  privy.  The 
lower  part  is  paved,  and  is  in  a better  state  than  the  upper. 
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Seaham-street. — Each  house  has  two  tenants,  a privy  and  sink.  The  street  is  unpaved 
and  very  dirty.  Large  holes  which  allow  of  the  retention  of  dirt  and  filth  are 
seen  in  all  directions. 

Pitt-street. — Each  house  has  three  tenants,  a lu'ivy,  sink,  and  water  tap.  The  sink 
empties  itself  into  a sewer,  existing  at  the  back  side  of  the  houses,  which  runs  down 
a lane  into  a drain  close  to  the  back  door  of  a public  house.  Tliere  are  several 
underground  rooms  in  a very  damp  and  unhealthy  state,  altogether  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  street  is  badly  paved,  and  until  very  lately  kept  in  a very  dirty 
state,  especially  at  the  top  part,  where  it  is  yet  unpaved. 

Wellington-tervace. — Almost  all  the  houses  here  are  inhabited  by  private  families.  The 
street  is  very  badly  paved  and  veiy  dirty. 

Wellington- street. — Each  house  has  four  tenants,  water  tap  and  privy,  but  no  sink.  The 
dirty  water  is  thrown  out  into  a lane  on  the  back  side,  and  has  to  traverse  a con- 
siderable distance  before  it  empties  itself  into  any  sewer.  Some  houses  are 
inhabited  by  a single  family.  The  street  is  very  badly  paved,  large  holes  exist 
almost  at  every  step. 

Hill-street. — Each  house  has  four  tenants,  privy,  tap  for  water,  and  sink.  At  the  back 
side  of  the  houses  is  a lane,  badly  paved,  and  kept  in  a very  dirty  and  unhealthy 
state. 

The  tenants  on  the  above  property  complain  of  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied 
to  them.  Several  persons  assured  me  they  had  to  strain  it  through  a cloth 
before  using  it.  A dirty  green  mould  was  frequently  seen  on  its  surface. 

Barrack-square. — This  portion  of  the  district  is  generally  in  a very  filthy  state,  from 
refuse  of  all  kinds  being  thrown  in  front  of  the  houses,  where  are  cesspools  every 
few  feet  as  a receptacle  for  these  outpourings  of  the  houses.  There  are  only  two 
pubZic  privies  for  the  use  of  male  and  female,  situated  at  each  corner,  and  attached 
to  each  a receptacle  for  ashes ; consequently,  being  distant  from  many  of  the 
houses,  much  of  the  refuse  is  thrown  in  front  of  their  houses.  There  is  a spring 
of  water  in  the  square. 

Dixon  s-buildings. — This  place  has  long  been  famed  for  dirt,  and  impurities  of  all  kinds. 
Large  cesspools  are  situated  close  to  the  back  part  of  the  buildings,  making  it  in 
winter  nearly  impassable.  Many  of  the  houses  are  very  crowded  and  very  dirty, 
many  of  them  inhabited  by  Irish  families.  There  are  privies  situated  close  to  the 
windows  of  many  of  the  houses,  and  kept  in  a very  dirty  state.  Matters  have 
somewhat  improved  since  the  visitation  of  the  cholera.  Generally,  much  sickness 
prevails,  which  ought  not  to  be  from  its  situation. 

Diana-street- — A great  portion  of  this  street  is  unpaved.  The  small  sui’face  drains  from 
the  houses  flow  into  the  street  and  remain  there,  or  are  carried  down  into  Oaks- 
place  and  Buckingham-street. 

Blenheim-street  and  Blandford-street  are  of  themselves  well  laid  out,  and  apparently  well 
adapted  to  insure  the  health  of  their  iiduibitants,  and  were  we  not  to  look  more 
closely  and  examine  the  densely  populated  departments  behind,  we  might  be  fully 
satisfied  ; with  the  outward  appearance  ; but  on  entering  the  back  lanes  of  Blenheim- 
street,  Blandford-street,  Duke-street,  Chapel-lane,  and  Westmoreland-lane,  we 
find  them  in  a very  filthy  and  unhealthy  state.  Fevers,  and  other  comjdaints,  of 
fi-equent  occurrence.  The  soil,  for  the  most  part,  (for  tliey  are  mostly  unpaved,) 
lying  a foot  or  more  above  the  doors,  consequently  the  water  runs  down  into  the 
back  yards  of  the  various  houses,  making  them  damp  and  very  pernicious  to  health. 
In  several  instances  I have  strongly  urged  upon  parties  the  necessity  of  quitting 
the  premises,  as  their  health  was  suffering  in  consequence. 

The  drainage  is  very  imperfect  in  these  lanes  ; most  of  them  without  any. 

The  privies  are  generally  situated  close  to  the  doors  or  windows  connected  with 
the  ash-pit,  frequently  over-fidl,  and  much  of  its  contents  strewed  in  tliese  alleys. 

In  these  places  above  alluded  to  the  disease  was  of  a very  fatal  character. 

Peel-street  and  the  lanes  leading  to  and  from  were  found  of  the  worst  description,  and 
I cannot  do  lietter  than  quote  the  words  of  the  inspector,  whose  views  I entirely 
coincide  with.  He  states  that  “ Typhus  fever,  cholera,  or  other  epidemic  disease 
ought  never  to  have  existed  in  the  neighbourhood”  (speaking  of  Blenheim- 
street,  Blandford-street,  &c.),  “and  never  would  have  done  but  for  the  ci’iminal 
cupidity  of  builders,  and  the  absence  or  non-enforcement  of  proper  regulations. 
The  back  ground  between  the  east  side  of  Blenheim-street,  throughout  its  whole 
length,  and  the  next  important  thoroughfare  parallel  to  it,  is  no  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  appurtenances  of  the  front  houses  and  adequate  ventilation. 

“From  a desire  to  obtain  the  largest  possible  rental  from  the  smallest  possible 
surface,  the  whole  of  this  back  land  has  been  filled  with  inferior  houses,  built 
up  into  narrow  pestilential  lanes,  and  attempted  to  be  dignified  by  the  names  of 
Temple-street,  Peel-street,  Westmoreland-place,  &c.  After  witnessing  the  awful 
desti'uction  of  human  life  in  this  locality  within  the  last  month,  it  is  impossible 
to  repress  tlie  strong  feeling  of  indignation  which  arises  from  a conviction  that  it 
was  nearly  all  preventalde.  V^ery  many  of  these  newly  built  tenements  ought  to 
be  immediately  closed  by  the  local  authorities,  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
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“ They  ai’e  generally  unpaved,  undrained,  and  without  even  surface  gutters. 
The  slops  from  the  houses  stagnate,  and  sink  into  the  soil.  In  some  instances, 
behind  the  front  rows,  there  are  small  sunk  courts,  with  foul  privies  close  to  the 
doors,  hut  in  a very  large  proportion  the  privies  are  under  the  same  roof  as  the 
houses,  and  very  often  with  the  same  external  door.  These  horrible  places  are  on 
the  lowest  floor,  frequently  below  the  street,  with  bed-rooms  on  both  sides  and 
above,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  deadly  emanations  rising  direct  up  the  well  ot 
the  stairs,  and  filling  every  room.  In  a house  only  two  stories  above  the  ground 
there  are  six  ‘ tenements  ' or  rooms,  and  six  families,  each  paying  sufficient  rent 
for  a cottage.  In  the  basement  are  two  families,  and  the  privy,  with  a large 
open  vault,  the  receptacle  of  everything  offensive  and  injurious ; on  the  ground 
floor  two  other  families,  and  on  the  chamber  floor  two  more  families. 

“ This  is  especially  the  case  in  Peel-street,  and  few  of  the  houses  have  been 
without  firtal  cases  of  cholera.  Behind  one  side  of  the  street  the  windows  are 
within  about  two  feet  of  the  backs  of  other  houses,  and  the  builder  has  not  left 
himself  sufficient  ground  upon  which  proper  privies  could  possibly  stand.” 

George-street  is  wide  and  airy,  similar  in  many  respects  to  Blenheim-street,  except  that 
it  is  partly  unpaved  and  undrained.  The  back  part  is  very  like  to  the  lanes 
behind  Blenheim-street,  Blandford- street,  and  Duke-street,  alike  unpaved  and 
undrained. 

In  the  upper  portion  of  the  district,  viz.,  John-street,  Edward-street,  William-street, 
Bell-street,  <kc.,  are  all  unpaved  and  undrained,  simply  surface  gutters,  running 
down  the  back  part  of  the  premises,  emptying  themselves  into  the  gutter  on  the 
Avest  turnpike  road. 

Elswich-street  is  paved  and  drained ; the  privies  and  ash-pits,  for  the  most  part,  are 
under  the  same  roof  as  the  houses,  and  frequently  the  smell  emitted  from  them 
is  veiy  offensive,  and  highly  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

I am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

1,  Cliarlotte-square,  November  1853.  John  Sang. 


Thomas  Fotheiigill  McNay,  Esq.,  sworn. 


2950.  {Chairman.)  You  are  medical  officer  to  the  fourth  district  of  the  Poor  Law  Union, 
comprising  All  Saints  East,  are  you  not  ? — I am. 

2951.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Your  district,  I believe,  extends  beyond  the  old  borough  boundary, 
and  takes  in  the  township  of  Byker  ? — The  township  of  Byker,  Heaton,  and  part  of  Jesmond. 

2952.  You  therefore  take  in  part  of  Sandgate  ? — A part  of  Sandgate  east  of  the 
Swirle,  and  of  the  Wood-entry. 

2953.  Do  you  take  in  North  Shore  ? — Yes,  east  of  the  Swirle. 

2954.  Do  you  take  in  Ousebum  ? — Yes. 

2955.  Lime-street  ? — Yes. 

2956.  Mitcheson’s-buildings  ? — Yes. 


2957.  Dublin-ten-ace  ? — Yes,  and  Ballast-hills. 

2958.  Ballast-hills  is  in  Byker,  is  it  not? — No,  it  is  in  All  Saints;  but  it  is  in  the 
Byker  registration  district. 

2959.  In  those  places  that  I have  mentioned,  the  east  end  of  Sandgate,  for  instance, 
how  are  the  poor  people  lodged  ? — They  are  very  much  crowded. 

2960.  Have  you  heard  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  here  with  re.spect  to  the  other 
])art  of  Sandgate  ? — I have  heard  a part  of  it. 

2961.  Have  the  people  in  your  end  of  Sandgate,  the  east  end,  any  decent  privy  accom- 
modation ? — -They  have  no  privy  that  I know  of  There  is  one  public  privy  at  the  foot 
of  the  Swirle,  in  my  district,  I think  Mr.  Newton  alluded  to  it  yesterday  ; besides  that, 
I know  of  none. 

2962.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  that  east  end  of  Sandgate  ? — I do  not. 

2963.  {Chairman)  Can  you  form  an  estimate  ? — I can  give  you  the  population  of  it  in 
connnection  with  some  other  places.  I have  the  population  of  it  with  the  south  side  of 
the  NeAv-road,  viz.,  1789. 

2964.  {Mr.  Simon.)  And  you  do  not  know  of  their  having  any  but  one  public  privy 
for  their  use  ? — I am  not  aAvare  of  any,  excepting  on  the  New-road.  There  are  some  very 
decent  houses  there  that  have  privies. 

2965.  For  the  mass  of  the  poor  population  there  are  none  ? — None,  excepting  the  public 
privy  at  the  foot  of  the  Swirle. 

2966.  Have  you  heard  the  general  statements  which  have  been  made  to  us  about  the 
results  of  that ; the  keeping  of  kits  in  the  rooms ; the  production  of  stinks  there,  and 
the  casting  out  of  the  contents  of  these  kits  on  to  the  pavement,  and  so  forth  ? — The  same 
practice  exists  in  my  district  as  has  been  described  to  you  in  the  other  parts  of  Sandgate. 

2967.  Is  the  water  supply  good  in  your  part  of  Sandgate  ? — There  are  some  stand  pipes, 
I think. 

2968.  In  every  house,  or  in  every  entry  ? — No. 

2969.  Can  you  mention  one  or  two  entries  that  have  not  stand  pipes? — I am  not 
aAvare  of  any  stand  pipes  in  any  of  the  entries. 

2970.  {Chah’man)  Are  most  of  them  without  stand  pipes?— Yea. 
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2971.  So  that  the  inhabitants  have  to  go  to  tlie  public  pants? — To  public  pants.  t.F.  McNay,  Esq. 

2972.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  the  poor  a good  deal  crowded  there? — A good  deal  crowded.  

2973.  Are  they  crowded  so  far  that  one  family  is  in  one  room  ; or  are  they  more  24th  Jan.  1854. 

crowded  than  that  ? — Considerably  more.  Every  Irishman’s  room  is  a lodging-house. 

2971.  {Mr.  Town  Cleric.')  He  takes  in  his  friends  ? — He  takes  in  any  one  that  will  pay 
him  for  a night’s  lodging. 

2975.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Has  that  been  under  regulation  lately  ? — It  is  only  the  registered 
lodging-houses  that  are  under  regulation. 

2976.  Does  there  exist  in  your  district  a large  number  of  houses  that  are  lodging- 
houses  in  the  sense  which  you  have  just  mentioned,  that  are  not  registered  ? — I believe 
there  is  only  one  registered  lodging-house  in  all  my  district ; but  I believe  that  every 
room  inhabited  by  an  Irishman  is  a lodging-house. 

2977.  Are  there  many  rooms  thus  inhabited  by  Irishmen  in  your  district  ? — The  greater 
part  of  those  in  Sandgate  are  so. 

2978.  In  the  east  end  of  Sandgate? — Yes. 

2979.  How  are  the  people  off  for  ash-pits,  or  have  they  any?  — No,  I think  not. 

2980.  Are  the  rooms  tolerably  clean? — No,  they  are  very  dirty. 

2981.  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  rules  that  have  been  made  for  their  cleansing  by  the 
authorities  ? — No. 

2982.  When  there  is  a change  of  tenants,  is  there  any  cleansing  effected  in  the  interval 
between  the  going  out  of  the  one  set  of  people,  and  the  coming  in  of  the  other? — Not 
that  I know  of 

2983.  Is  the  paving  in  the  entries  of  Sandgate  good  ? — In  some  it  is  better  than  in 
others.  It  has  been  considerably  improved  in  some  entries  in  Sandgate  ; not  at  my  end 
of  Sandgate,  but  in  Mr.  Newton’s  district. 

2984.  But  not  in  your  district? — Not  in  mine. 

2985.  Is  the  scavenging  good  there? — No  amount  of  scavenging  can  keep  it  clean. 

2986.  Why? — Because  they  are  continually  throwing  out  the  excrement  from  the 
windows  into  the  entries. 

2.987.  Do  you  look  upon  that  as  the  natural  result  of  what  you  have  mentioned,  viz., 
that  there  is  no  privy  in  the  place  ? — I suppose  it  will  be  that. 

2988.  Do  you  see  scavenging  going  on  in  these  byeways  at  the  east  end  of  Sandgate  ? 

— I believe  there  is  a cart  goes  round  twice  a day,  in  the  morning  and  at  night. 

2989.  Do  you  see  any  sweeping  or  washing  out  of  the  lanes  and  entries? — I have  seen 
them  use  the  hose  to  v/ash  out  some  of  the  lanes,  but  not  very  often. 

2990.  Did  you  see  it  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera? — It  did  take  place  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  cholera. 

2991.  Had  you  seen  it  take  place  before  that  period  ? — Yes. 

2992.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  Irish  fever? — During  the  prevalence  of  the  Irish 
fever,  I can  scarcely  remember  wliether  I ever  saAV  it  or  not. 

2993.  Have  you  seen  it  frequently  ? — No,  very  seldom. 

2994.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  property  of  North  Shore  ? Is  that  better  than 
what  you  have  just  described  ? — Considerably. 

2995.  Are  the  houses  more  wddely  apart  ? — Yes  ; they  have  an  open  frontage. 

2996.  Have  they  privy  accommodation  ? — There  is  some  privy  accommodation,  but 
not  much. 

2997.  Are  the  privies,  such  as  they  are,  drained? — No,  I think  not. 

2998.  Do  they  coinmunicate  with  the  ash-pits  ? — Yes,  the  privies  generally  do. 

2999.  What  is  the  state  of  the  property  about  Ouseburn  and  Lime-street  ?- — It  is  very 
bad  indeed,  more  particularly  Duldin-terrace  and  Mitcheson’s  tenements,  in  the  centre  of 
Lime-street. 

3000.  (3Tr.  Simon  to  ITr.  Town  Cleric)  Is  that  within  the  boundary? — {Mr.  Town 
Cleric.  ) Yes. 

3001.  {Mr.  Simon  to  3Ir.  McNay.)  Is  that  in  a foul  state? — It  is  dirty,  damp, 
unventilated,  and  overcrowded. 

3002.  Is  there  any  privy  accommodation  ? — No  privy. 

3003.  {Mr.  Tovjn  Cleric.)  Are  you  speaking  of  Lime-street? — Of  Lime-street. 

3004.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Is  there  refuse  lying  about  the  houses  ? — Yes,  iinmen.se  accumu- 
lations about  Dublin-terrace,  There  is  a privy  in  a yard,  just  as  you  enter  into  Lime- 
street,  Potter-yard  they  call  it,  before  you  come  to  Dublin-terrace,  and  an  ash-pit 
connected  with  it. 

3005.  Is  it  in  a decent  condition? — No,  it  is  very  dirty. 

3006.  For  how  many  people  does  it  serve  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  other  in  Lime-street. 

3007.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  Lime-street  ? — I do  not  separatel}^ 

3007a.  {31  r.  BateriwM.)  Is  that  privy  under  cover? — Yes. 

3008.  Do  you  have  to  get  over  a mountain  of  filth  to  get  at  it? — You  have. 

3009.  In  the  dark  ? — You  have.  I see  there  is  a district  here  consisting  of  Cut-bank, 

Lime-street,  Ouse-street,  Tyne-sti-eet,  Miller ’s-hill,  and  St.  Ann’s -terrace,  containing  a 
population  of  1,711. 

3010.  (Chairman.)  What  privy  accommodation  have  the  people  throughout  the  Avhole 
of  that  district  ; — In  Cut-bank  there  are  some  privies.  In  Lime-street  I know  of  none 
but  the  one  I have  mentioned  to  you. 
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3011.  Are  there  any  others  ? — In  Tyne-street  some  of  the  houses,  I believe,  have  privies. 

3012.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  the  paving  good  in  this  part  of  your  district  ? — In  Lime-street 
there  is  flagging  along  the  front  of  the  houses,  but  there  is  no  paving  in  the  street. 

3013.  And  in  the  entries  about  there  ? — The  paving  is  very  bad. 

3014.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  was  there  generally  about  the  houses  of 
the  poorer  people  in  that  district,  within  the  borough,  great  filth  ? — There  was. 

3015.  In  respect  of  ventilation,  it  has  been  represented  to  us  that  in  Sandgate  the 
houses  are  so  closely  set  together  that  between  the  rows  of  houses  there  are  little  more 
than  chinks,  from  three  to  foiu-  feet  wide  on  the  average,  for  the  admission  of  air,  and 
that  many  rooms  never  get  any  direct  sunshine  ; is  that  the  case  in  your  end  of 
Sandgate  ? — It  is.  There  are  many  rooms  into  which,  if  I go  to  visit  a patient  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  in  the  height  of  summer,  I must  take  a candle  before  I can  see  my 
patient. 

3016.  Do  you  find  that  those  patients  have  as  good  a chance  of  recovery  as  if  they 
were  in  rooms  where  you  could  see  them  without  candle-light  ? — Certainly  not ; by  no 
means. 

3017.  Is  there  any  sensible  diflerence  in  the  property  of  Sandgate  on  the  north  and  on 
the  south  side  of  St.  Ann’s-street  ? — The  lanes  on  the  north  side  of  St,  Ann’s-street  are 
for  the  most  part  what  they  call  cul  de  sacs,  blind  alleys  ; those  on  the  south  side  are 
open  at  each  end, 

3018.  {GJiairman.)  Entirely  open  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  ? — Yes. 

3019.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  patients  in  any  of  the  property  there  which  belongs  to 
the  corporation  V — I do  not  know  to  whom  the  property  belongs. 

3020.  You  spoke  of  Mitcheson’s-buildings ; are  there  not  two  places  of  tliat  name  in 
your  district  ? — There  are  two  ; there  are  Mitclieson’s-buildings  on  the  New-road. 

3021.  What  is  the  condition  of  that  property? — Very  bad  indeed;  very  dark.  You 
must  take  a candle  in  many  of  those  rooms  before  you  can  see  your  pjatient. 

3022.  Is  it  overcrowded  ? — Overcrowded,  inhabited  by  Irish. 

3023.  As  you  enter  there,  are  the  floors  some  steps  below  the  level  of  the  road  ? — 
They  are. 

3024.  Thus  a soakage  of  filth  and  damp  occurs  tliere  ? — It  must  do, 

3025.  Does  it  happen  to  you,  on  entering  those  houses  in  wet  weather,  to  find  that 
wet  has  passed  into  the  rooms,  that  there  are  puddles  in  the  rooms  ? — Yes,  frequently. 

3026.  Do  you  consider  those  houses  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — No  ; they  were  shut 
up  diiring  the  greater  part  of  the  cholera. 

3027.  And  are  now  re-opened  ? — They  are  now  re-opened,  and  I have  had  a great  deal 
of  fever  in  them  since. 

3028.  Were  they  sluit  up  by  the  authority  of  the  corporation  ? — I should  think  so. 

3029.  {Chairman.)  Was  any  material  improvement  made  in  them  before  tliey  were 
re-opened  ? — No,  they  are  just  in  the  same  state,  as  far  as  I can  see. 

3030.  {Mr.  Town  Glcwh.)  Which  houses  do  you  speak  of  ? — Mitcheson’s-buildings  in 
the  New-road. 

3031.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  had  a good  deal  of  illness  there  of  late? — Yes,  there 
has  been  a good  deal  of  fever  there  through  this  month. 

3032.  Do  you  still  find  there  the  same  sanitary  evils ; do  you  find  the  same  over- 
crowding, the  same  dirt,  the  same  low  level  of  floor,  and  the  same  disposition  to  soakage 
as  you  found  previously  to  their  closure  ? — Exactly  the  same. 

3033.  No  improvement  in  ventilation? — None. 

3034.  Do  you  believe  them  to  be  now  as  unsuitable  for  human  habitation  as  when 
they  were  closed  ? — I do. 

3035.  Was  it  under  your  signature  that  they  were  closed  ? — No  ; I think  they  were 
closed  by  Dr.  Allen,  one  of  the  visitors  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

3036.  The  other  Mitcheson’s-buildings  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lime-street,  I 
believe  ? — It  is  in  the  centre  of  Lime-street. 

3037.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  property  there  ? — Very  similar  to  that  which  I 
have  mentioned  to  you  in  the  New-road,  excepting  that  Dublin-terrace  is  on  a high 
elevation,  whereas,  in  the  New-road  locality,  it  is  on  a very  low  level. 

3038.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  With  all  the  refuse  baking  in  the  hot  sun  ? — Yes,  it  is  built  in 
the  middle  of  a swamp. 

3039.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Although  on  a high  level,  do  you  find  it  dry? — No;  there  is  a 
bank  behind  the  houses  which  drains  do^vn  into  the  walls,  and  the  houses  themselves 
are  built  in  a swamp  in  front  of  it. 

3040.  There  are  two  levels  of  houses  there,  are  there  not,  a lower  and  a higher  level  ? 
— There  are. 

3041.  The  lower  called  Mitcheson's  ? — Yes. 

3042.  And  tlie  upper  called  Dublin-terrace  ? — Yes  ; tliat  is  Mitcheson  s-buildings  too, 
though  it  also  goes  by  the  name  of  Dublin-terrace. 

3043.  Do  you  believe  those  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — I do  ; I always  have 
done. 

3044.  Are  there  many  houses  in  Lime-street  which  you  believe  to  be  unfit  for 
habitation  ? — There  are  some  others  besides  those  in  Lime-street. 
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304i5.  Do  you  believe  the  east  end  of  Sandgate  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — I 
believe  that,  taking  Sandgate  as  a whole,  the  whole  of  it  is  imfit  for  human  habitation. 
I believe  the  whole  of  it  woidd  be  better  removed. 

3046.  Leaving  out  for  the  moment  those  better  houses  that  form  the  outside  or  crust 
of  the  mass,  and  taking  the  inside  houses  of  Sandgate,  do  you  consider  them  to  be  fit 
for  human  habitation  ? — I believe  that  the  entries  in  my  district  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  White  Boar-entry,  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Ann’s-street,  is  a very  bad 
entry;  it  was  there  that  cholera  first  appeared  in  my  district  last  year.  It  was  full  of 
fevei’,  during  the  fever  epidemic,  in  every  room. 

3047.  Do  you  find  generally,  in  respect  of  these  properties,  that  fever  has  prevailed  in 
them  1 — Yes. 

3048.  Do  you  find  generally  that  the  mortality  is  high  ? — The  mortality  is  high  there. 

3049.  Do  children  die  at  a great  pace  there  1 — Both  children  and  grown  up  people.  I 
have  seen  the  rooms  in  that  district,  during  the  fever  epidemic,  fidl  of  both  children  and 
grown  up  people  dying. 

3050.  What  was  the  largest  mortality  which  you  had  from  cholera  in  any  spot  of  your 
district  ? — There  were  fourteen  deaths  in  Lime-street. 

3051.  {Chairman.)  You  do  not  happen  to  know  the  population  of  Lime-street  by 
itself  ? — No  ; I gave  you  the  popidation  of  Lime-street  with  one  or  two  more  places. 

3052.  Can  you  give  us  the  mortality  in  all  those  places  together  ? — In  all  those  places 
that  I mentioned  together  there  was  a mortality  of  thirty  ; or  1 in  every  57  of  the 
population. 

3053.  30  in  1,711  ?— Yes. 

3054.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Can  you  mention  in  your  district,  either  within  or  without  the 
borough  boundary,  any  decent  habitations  for  the  labouring  classes  ? — There  is  a good 
deal  of  tenemented  property  in  my  district,  inhabited  by  working  men,  wliich  is  very 
decent  property. 

3055.  Kept  in  good  order? — Yes. 

3056.  Where  is  that  ? — In  the  streets  immediately  adjoining  my  own  residence,  in 
Gibson-street,  and  Howard-street,  and  Richmond-street. 

3057.  Did  they  suffer  from  cholera  there  ? — Yes,  there  was  a good  deal  of  cholei’a 
there. 

3058.  Had  they  priAues  or  water-closets  ? — They  had  privies. 

3059.  At  each  house  ? — At  each  house. 

3060.  In  the  back  yard  or  in  the  cellar  ? — In  the  back  yard. 

3061.  With  an  ash-pit  communicating  with  it  ? — The  ash-pit  communicates  with  all  1 
have  seen.  I have  not  been  in  every  house,  but  in  a number  of  them. 

3062.  {Chairman.)  Are  the  yards  between  one  row  of  houses  and  the  next  Spacious  - 
No,  small  generally. 

3063.  The  Hvo  rows  are  near  together  ? — Yes, 

3064.  And  the  effluvia  from  the  privies  Avould  of  course  lie  in  a pool  there  ? — It  lies  in 
a pit  between  them. 

3065.  {Mr.  Simon.)  So  that  in  the  space  between  the  back  of  Richmond-street  and 
the  l^ack  of  HoAvard-street  there  stands  a row  of  privies  and  ash-pits  ? — Yes. 

3066.  None  of  those  privies  being  drained  ? — There  are  drains,  I believe,  in  the  whole 
of  that  district. 

3067.  But  do  the  ]n-ivies  communicate  Avitli  the  drains  ? — I am  not  aAvare  whether  they 
do  or  not. 

3068.  Is  there  any  supply  of  water  to  the  privies  ? — No. 

3069.  {Chairman.)  This  space,  occupied  by  the  privies  and  ash-pits,  as  I see  on  the 
map,  is  entirely  built  round,  both  at  the  sides  and  ends  ? — Entirely. 

3070.  {Mr.  Simon.)  A decent  and  cleanly  population  inhabit  those  houses  ? — They  are 
generally  inhabited  by  decent  working  people. 

3071.  About  the  part  which  lies  outside  the  borough,  the  district  of  Byker,  we  liave 
some  information,  derived  from  one  of  the  visitors  who  Avere  here  at  the  time  of  the 
cholera,  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Langston  ; do  you  recollect  it  ?— I do  not  know  him. 

3072.  I will  read  to  you  a few  paragraphs  about  the  place  ; it  will  perhaps  shorten  your 
examination,  if  you  will  tell  me  whether  they  are  generally  correct.  He  speaks  of  St. 
Peter’s  and  Dent’s  Hole  ; they  are  both  in  that  district,  are  they  not  ? — They  are. 

3073.  He  says,  “The  structural  arrangement  is  very  bad,  for  in  almost  every  house  the 
“rooms  are  small  and  low,  without  means  for  ventilation,  and  have  contracted  Avindows 
“ much  below  the  ceiling.  Many  are  very  dark,  and  the  doorAvay,  where  (as  there  often 
“ is)  there  is  oidy  one,  forming  a cul  de  sac  within,  is  generally  on  tlie  same  side  witli  the 
“ windoAv  ? ” — Yes. 

3074.  “ The  space  allotted  to  dwelling-houses  is  very  small  indeed  ; houses  being  jammed 
“ in  against  other  houses,  and  mingled  up  in  close  and  confused  contact  or  near  proximity 
“ with  privies,  cesspools,  cinder  and  refuse  middens,  heaps  of  filth  of  every  description, 
“ and  otlier  buildings  ” ? — Yes. 

3075.  “Yards  scai'cely  exist ; for  the  few  square  feet  of  bestrewed  surface  at  the  back 
“ of  some  dAvellings  scarcely  deserve  the  name  ? ” — Yes,  that  is  correct. 

3076.  “The  houses  and  premises  ai-e  almost  choked  up  AAdth  stinking  materials  ; and 
"there  had  been  no  change  up  to  my  departm-e? ” — That  is  correct. 
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3077.  Would  it  be  the  case  that,  dimng  Ids  stay  here,  tliere  would  have  been  no  change 
in  those  respects  ? — There  is  no  change  that  I am  aware  of. 

3078.  The  district  may  be  fairly  said  to  have  no  drainage  or  sewerage  whatever? — I 
do  not  think  it  has  any. 


3079.  In  respect  of  privies  he  says,  “ In  almost  the  whole  district  of  Dent’s  Hole  not  a 
“ privy  exists,  and  pei-sons  here  thi'ow  out  the  contents  of  utensils  (used  within  the  only 
“ room  they  have  for  household  purposes  and  sleeping  in,)  in  front  of  their  doors,  there 
“ not  being  even  ash-pits  for  its  reception  ? ” — That  is  true. 

3080.  “ Thus  at  a place  called  West  House,  at  the  extreme  east  of  Dent’s  Hole  and 
“ bordering  upon  St.  Anthony’s  and  the  notorious  colliery  district  of  Walker,  there  are 
“ in  all  eighty-four  persons,  occupying  only  twenty-four  rooms  and  sleeping  in  eighteen 
“ beds.  Those  living  in  the  front  and  two  sides  of  the  squai-e  throw  out  everything 
“ before  their  doors,  drains  even  being  absent,  except  one  at  the  back  which  is  not  used 
“ by  those  on  the  front  and  sides,  and  which  is  in  itself  a nuisance,  because  close  to  the 
“ doors  of  some  houses,  with  an  open  grate  evolving  a loathsome  stench,  besides  passing 
“ beneath  the  floor  of  occupied  rooms,  the  crevices  between  the  boards  of  which  admit 
“ freely  the  effluvium,  and  at  times  even  the  sewer  fluid  itself,  and  always  keeping  it 
“ wet.”  Is  that  true  ? — I cannot  speak  to  those  particulars ; I do  not  know  them.  I 
know  West  House,  but  I have  not  been  there  for  a very  long  time. 

3081.  Supposing  that  description  to  be  authenticated,  should  you  conceive  those  houses 
to  be  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — Ho,  I should  say  not. 

3082.  Do  you  know  Pity  Me  ? — I do. 

3083.  A place  occupied  by  eleven  families,  consisting  of  forty-eight  persons,  in  twelve 
rooms,  and  sleeping  in  twenty-one  beds,  with  no  privies,  drains,  or  middens  ? — I have  not 
counted  them  ; I cannot  saj^ 

8084.  “ All  here  again  is  thrown  out  before  the  houses  ?” — Yes,  that  is  correct ; I can 
answer  for  that. 

308.5.  Without  answering  for  the  population,  you  can  an.swer  for  the  fact,  that  all  the 
flltli  is  thrown  out  before  the  houses  ? — I can. 

3086.  “ At  houses  on  Ropeiy  Bank,  Dent’s  Hole,  twelve  families  live  in  twelve  rooms, 
“ in  all  fifty  persons,  lying  in  twenty-six  beds.  I might  go  through  the  whole 
“ district  of  Dent’s  Hole,  reiterating  the  same  at  every  nest  of  habitations.”  Do  you 
believe  that  the  general  statements  here  made  about  the  crowding,  the  absence  of  privy 
accommodation,  and  the  accumulations  of  refuse  about  the  houses,  were  true  with  respect 
to  the  greater  part  of  Dent’s  Hole  ? — I believe  them  to  be  so. 

3087.  He  says,  “ In  William-street,  St.  Peter’s,  a small  but  thickly  populated  street, 
“ there  are  six  privies  private  to  twelve  families,  numbering  seventy-six  persons,  and 
“ these  are  mostly  within  a few  feet  of,  or  close  to,  the  walls  and  doors  of  dwellings,  with 
“ open  seats  which  emit  a powerful  smell  of  sulplmretted  hydrogen  and  other  gases.  The 
“ remaining  thirty-six  families,  the  ascertained  numbers  of  thirty-tAVO  of  them  being  in 
“ the  aggregate  126  persons,  and  four  other  families  whose  numbers  were  not  ascertained, 
“ perhaps  in  all  150  persons,  have  no  provision  of  privies  of  any  kind?  I do  not  know 
tlie  number  of  judvies  in  AVilliam-street ; but  I am  quite  certain  that  there  are  some,  for 
I saw  them  on  Saturday  last  on  going  through  William -street. 

3088.  Do  they  emit  a powerful  smell  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  ? — I did  not  perceive 
any  smell  on  Saturday  last. 

3089.  Did  you  look  closely  at  them  ? — I did. 

3090.  He  speaks  of  the  paving  of  that  district,  “ Scattered  patches  of  rude  paving  are 
“ found  here  and  there,  but  with  the  exception  of  a certain  street  and  small  portions  of 
“ one  or  two  others,  Avhere  there  are  some  general  rough  pavements,  there  is  no  paving 
“ whatever,  either  in  St.  Peter’s  or  Dent’s  Hole  ?” — St.  Peter’s  is  very  badly  paved 
indeed. 

3091.  And  Dent’s  Hole  ? — Dent’s  Hole  is  not  paved  at  all,  I think. 

3092.  And  he  adds,  “ I am  told  it  is  quite  impassable  for  wheel  carriages  in  some 
places  in  Avinter  ? ” — It  is  scarcely  passable  for  any  one,  even  for  foot-passengers. 

3093.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk).  At  any  time  ? — In  winter,  in  bad  wmather. 

3094.  {Mr.  Simon.)  He  describes  then  that  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Peter’s,  Avhere  the 
five  streets  of  St.  Peter’s  run  up  to,  there  is  some  immense  accumulation  of  tilth  ; do  you 
knoAV  of  that  ? — They  are  laying  down  earth  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Peter’s,  for  the 
purpose  of  filling  up  the  hollow  there,  but  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  much  filth  there  ; 
I have  not  seen  it. 

3095.  I will  read  you  in  detail  what  he  says.  “At  the  elevated  or  north  end  of  the 
“ five  principal  streets  is  a field  or  plot,  where  the  debris  and  refuse  of  glasshouses, 

“ potteries,  and  other  manufactories  are  thrown,  carried  there  by  means  of  carts?” — Yes, 
that  is  true. 

3096.  “ It  is  princi[^ally  the  residue  of  combustion,  cinders  and  vitrified  matters,  often 
put  thei'e  in  a state  of  ignition  ? ” — Yes. 

3097.  “ And  for  a time  continues  to  burn  beneath  the  surface,  leaving  a crust  abo\m, 
deceptive  of  solidity  ?” — Yes. 
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3098.  “ And  it  is  current  among  the  people  of  the  district  (with  what  amount  of  truth  T.F.  McNay,  Esq 

“ I cannot  certify,)  that  some  chikh’en  at  a recent  period  have  been  burnt  to  death  by  the  

“ giving  way  of  this  crust,  and  their  falling  into  the  heated  mass  beneath  while  playing  24th  Jan.  1854. 

“ upon  it  I never  heard  of  that ; I think  I should  have  done  if  it  had  been  the  case. 

I am  in  St.  Peter’s  nearly  every  day. 

3099.  Is  it  within  your  own  knowledge  that  stuff  still  burning  is  thrown  out  there  ? — 

I have  seen  it  occasionally. 

3100.  From  glasshouses? — From  glasshouses  ; it  very  soon  goes  out. 

3101.  “ This  is  the  spot,”  he  says,  “ spoken  of  before  as  the  depot  for  the  ordure  and 
“ filth  from  the  various  streets,  in  the  absence  of  privies  and  middens.  Here,  exposed  to 
“ an  extensive  surface,  flowing  down  the  streets  and  stagnating  in  their  hollows,  the  filth 
“ steams  off  its  effluvium  congenial  to  epidemic  diseases  ?” — It  may  be  the  case,  but  I 
have  not  seen  it ; and  I have  heard  no  complaint  of  it  from  any  inhabitant  of  St.  Peter’s. 

I have  not  seen  the  filth  deposited  there  ; I know  they  are  filling  up  the  hollow  there  by 
depositing  the  refuse  from  manufactories. 

3102.  (Mr.  Totvn  Clerh.)  I just  want  to  ask  a question,  in  order  to  acquit  the 
surveyor  of  highways  of  any  responsibility  for  the  township  of  Byker,  where  these 
streets  are  situated,  which  is,  whether  you  do  not  know  that  the  proprietors  have 
refused  to  allow  those  streets  to  be  treated  as  public  streets,  and  have  occasionally  passed 
a bar  across  them,  preventing  a thoroughfare  in  the  street  or  road  approaching  St.  Peter’s, 
so  as  to  preserve  it  as  a private  place  ? — Tes,  there  is  a bar  beside  Plunnner’s-row. 

3103.  Which  is  occasionally  shut,  to  preserve  the  private  right,  and  to  exclude  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  surveyor  of  highways  ; so  that  he  is  not  to  be  blamed  in  this  respect  ? — 

I know  it  to  be  the  case  that  there  is  bar  there. 

31  04.  (GJiairman.)  Excepting  tlie  allusion  here  made  to  the  nuisances  arising  from  the 
refuse  deposited,  and  without  vouching  for  the  details  of  numbers  of  rooms,  persons,  and 
so  on,  do  the  pa,ssages  which  you  have  heard  read  out  of  this  paper,  convey  to  you  the 
idea  of  exaggerated  statements  or  otherwise  ? — I believe  them  to  be  sulistantially  correct. 

310.5.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  believe  that  throughout  Byker  there  is  the  general  distribu- 
tion of  filth  which  is  described  there  ? — I do. 

3106.  Have  you  observed  any  improvement  there  within  the  last  six  months? — No,  I 
have  not. 

3107.  Do  you  know  of  any  bye-laws  that  have  l»een  made  for  the  regulation  of 
lodging-houses  before  September  in  last  year  ? — No,  I do  not. 

3108.  Do  you  know  of  any  regulations  tliat  have  been  laid  down  for  cleansing  filthy 
and  unwholesome  dwellings  ? — I supjiose  there  are  some  regulations  for  the  purpose. 

3109.  Do  you  know  any  such  ? — No,  I do  not. 

3110.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  seen  any  signs  of  any  such  being  put  in  force  ? — I have 
not  seen  aii}^  such  signs. 

3111.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  seen  places  which  you  woidd  call  filthy  and  unwhole- 
some places,  remain  unimproved  and  in  the  same  condition  year  after  year  ? — I have. 

3112.  Are  cattle  and  pigs  kept  much  in  your  district?- — In  some  places  they  are. 

3113.  As  a nuisance  in  any  part  ? — Yes. 

3114.  Y/here  ? — I remember  a woman  dying  of  cholera  in  1849  at  Byker  Bar,  and 
there  was  an  ass  in  the  room  at  the  time  ; and  in  Micheson’s  tenements,  in  Lime-street, 
there  was  a stable  in  a house. 

3115.  In  regard  of  pigs  how  is  it  ? — Pigs  are  kept  in  dift’erent  parts  of  the  district, 
not  so  many  as  there  were ; I believe  that  tliat  nuisance  is  a good  deal  abated. 

3116.  (Chairman?)  None  are  kept  in  dwelling-houses? — Not  in  dwelling-houses. 

3117.  You  know  of  some  regulations  having  been  enforced  with  reference  to  swine 
keeping  ? — Yes. 

3118.  (filr.  Simon.)  Shoifid  you  say,  from  the  condition  of  your  district  genei'ally, 
tliat  it  vv’as  desirable  that  rules  should  be  enfoiced  there  for  the  cleansing  of  filthy  and 
unwholesome  dwellings  ? — Certainly. 

3119.  From  1846  to  the  present  time  should  you  say  that  that  has  been  necessary? — 

Certainly  I should. 

3120.  Do  you  believe  that  the  mortality  in  your  distilct  from  epidemic  diseases,  from 
fever,  and  from  cholera  iiarticularly,  has  depended  in  any  degree  on  defective  sanitary 
arrangements  ? — I believe  it  has  partly  depende<l  on  defective  sanitary  arrangements. 

3121.  Have  you  seen  any  considerable  mortality  from  fever,  or  from  cholera  in  places 
that  are  free  fi'om  any  sanitary  defect  ? — No,  I have  not. 

3122.  Had  you  any  complaints  of  tlie  quality  of  the  water  during  the  prevalence  of 
tlie  cholera? — Yes,  very  great. 

3123.  Can  you  speak  on  that  subject  from  your  owm  observation  ? — I sav/  the  water. 

3124.  Y/as  it  thick  or  otherwise  ? — It  was  veiy  thick  and  dirty. 

8125.  Had  it  any  disagreeable  taste  or  disagreeable  smell  ?- — I did  not  drink  it. 

3126.  Did  you  smell  it? — I did  not.  I cannot  speak  to  the  smell. 

3127.  (Cho.irnwM.)  Did  you  think  it  requisite,  as  a medical  man,  to  give  any  instruc- 
tions to  your  patients  with  reference  to  its  Cjuality  ?■ — I told  every  one  that  I came  in 
contact  with  not  to  drink  it, 

3128.  You  thought  that  your  duty  as  a medical  man  ? — I thought  it  my  duty. 
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3129.  {Mr.  Simon?)  Are  you  aware  of  any  ill  effects  produced  by  it  1 — I believe  that 
it  produced  diarrhoea. 

3130.  Have  you  any  special  instances  to  which  you  would  refer  in  evidence  of  that  1 — 
No  I have  not. 


3131.  {Mr.  Bateman?)  Is  that  your  general  impression  ?— That  is  my  general 
impression.  Cholera  began  to  subside  after  the  company  ceased  to  draw  the  water  from 
the  Tyne. 

3132.  {Chairman.)  That  is  your  impression  ? — It  did  so. 

3133.  Do  you  regard  that  merely  as  a coincidence,  or  as  a matter  of  cause  and  effect? 
— Whether  it  was  a matter  of  cause  and  effect  or  not  we  cannot  teU  ; it  was  a coincidence 
unquestionably. 

3134.  You  do  not  wish  to  give  any  opinion  stronger  than  that? — The  mortality 
continued  to  increase,  I believe,  for  two  or  three  days  after  they  ceased  to  draw  water 
from  the  Tyne  ; but  tlaere  was  still  Tyne  water  supplied  from  the  pipes.  The  secretary  of 
the  water  company  stated  in  my  hearing,  a day  or  two  after  they  had  ceased  to  draw  the 
water,  that  there  was  still  a quantity  of  water  in  the  pipes  which  must  be  used  by  the 
people. 

3135.  {To  1/r.  Main.)  I suppose  that  would  necessarily  be  the  case.  Your  reservous 
would  be  more  or  less  full  of  Tyne  water  on  the  15th? — Very  likely  on  the  fh'st  day. 

3136.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  not  extend  beyond  the  first  day  ? — I do  not  think 
it  would. 

3137.  {To  Mr.  McNay.)  Had  you  occasion,  owing  to  your  official  position,  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  superintending  inspectors  or  other  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  ? — 
I had. 

3138.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  favour  us  with  your  opinion  upon  that  subject? — 
Upon  what  subject  ? 

3139.  With  reference  to  their  conduct  here,  which  has  been  impugned  in  different  ways 
for  one  thing  or  another  ? — I perfectly  agree  with  what  Dr.  Gavin  stated  to-day,  that  it 
would  have  been  much  better  if  the  arrangements,  which  he  was  unable  to  complete 
before  the  23d,  had  been  completed  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  epidemic,  I think, 
if  those  arrangements  had  been  completed  then,  there  might  have  been  much  life  saved. 

3140.  No  doubt  about  it.  But  do  you  impute  either  to  Dr.  Gavin  or  to  Mr.  Grainger 
any  remissness  in  not  completing  those  arrangements  at  an  earlier  period  ? — I believe  that 
they  brought  them  into  operation  as  soon  as  they  could. 

3141.  You  would  not  countenance  any  charge  of  remissness,  or  tardiness,  or  slackness, 
or  indifference  ? — The  arrangements  w'ere  very  tardily  completed,  but  what  was  the  cause 
of  it  I cannot  tell.  Dr.  Gavin  states  himself  to-day  that  it  would  have  been  very 
desirable  to  have  had  them  completed  earlier.  I think  so  too.  Why  they  were  not 
completed  earlier  I cannot  teU.  I have  no  opinion  lapon  the  matter. 

3142.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  as  to  the  expediency  or  non-expediency,  or  as  to 
the  difficulties  of  calling  together  the  medical  j^rofession  ? — I think  it  would  have  been 
much  better  if  they  had  been  called  together  at  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic. 

3143.  Is  there  any  other  point  in  connection  with  that  subject  upon  which  you  have 
anything  to  offer  ? — No. 

3144.  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  a state  of  circumstances  existed  here  which  may 
have  impeded  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  carrying  out  any  such  intention  of 
summoning  together  the  medical  profession  ? — I do  not  think  that  there  would  have  been 
any  impediment  offered  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  by  the  medical  men  of 
Newcastle. 

3145.  Did  you  hear  what  Dr.  Gavin  said  as  to  the  result  of  a meeting,  where,  on  one 
occasion,  he  had  attempted  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  men  ? — I did.  I 
was  not  at  the  meetino-. 

O ' 

3146.  Do  you  tliink  that  the  same  circumstances  which  then  prevented  that  meeting 
having  any  beneficial  results  might  have  been  in  operation  at  any  previous  time,  supposing 
any  other  such  meeting  had  been  attempted  previously? — I do  not  know  what  the 
circumstances  were  that  interrupted  the  meeting. 

3147.  You  are  not  intimately  cognizant  of  the  matter? — No.  I believe  that  every 
assistance  would  have  been  given  by  the  medical  men  of  Newcastle  to  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Health  if  they  had  been  called  together.  That  is  my  impression  of  my  medical 
brethren. 

3148.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  to  the 
Commission  ? — N one. 

3149.  {The  clerh  to  the  hoard  of  guardians.)  You  have  spoken  about  accumulations 
of  filth  about  Lime-street  and  other  parts  of  your  district.  Did  you  make  any  repre- 
sentation to  the  board  of  gmardians  about  them  ? — I have  frequently  reported  them,  when 
the  inspector  of  nuisances  called  upon  me  to  inspect  them. 

3150.  From  the  habits  of  the  people,  are  you  of  opinion  that,  if  you  were  to  remove 
them  to-day,  the  inspector  of  nuisances  would,  perhaps,  in  a week  or  ten  days,  have  to 
report  a similar  accumulation  again  ?~It  is  most  likely  he  would. 
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3151.  (Chairman.)  Supposing  the  houses  in  which  these  people  reside  to  have  been 
furnished  with  proper  privy  and  ash-pit  accommodation,  and  those  privies  and  ash-pits 
to  have  been  properly  cleansed  and  emptied  from  time  to  time,  do  you  think  that  you 
would  then  have  found  excrement  and  filth  habitually  flung  about  the  surface  ? — Certainly 
not. 

3152.  Then  are  you  of  opinion  that  this  accumulation  and  re-accumulation  of  nuisances 
is  dependent  on  any  perverse  love  of  filth  in  the  inhabitants,  or  only  on  the  want  of 
accommodation  in  the  houses  which  they  are  compelled  to  occupy  ? — Only  on  the  want  of 
accommodation. 

3153.  (Chairman  to  the  clerh  of  the  hoard  of  guardians.)  You  have  been  present,  I 
believe,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  while  we  have  been  examining  in  succession 
the  five  medical  officers  of  the  five  districts  of  the  Poor  Law  Union  of  Newcastle.  Are 
you  of  opinion  that  any  of  the  statements  made  by  those  gentlemen  are  exaggerated  or 
incorrect  in  any  degree  ; and  woidd  you  wish  us  to  go  further  into  any  point  ? — I have 
no  reason  to  think  so,  sir  ; and  I think  that  they  are  substantially  quite  correct. 


Septimus  Wllliam  Rayne,  Esq.,  sworn. 


3154  (Chairman.)  You  are  surgeon  to  the  police  force  of  this  town? — I am, 

3155.  Have  you  been  so  for  some  years  ? — Nine  years. 

3156.  How  many  years  have  you  practised  in  the  town  ? — Nearly  twelve. 

3157.  In  that  time  have  you  had  occasion  to  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  state 
of  the  town  generally  ? — -I  have.  I think  I can  give  a general  description  of  most  of  the 
districts. 


3158.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  to  us,  what,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  condition 
of  the  district  of  St.  John  on  the  31st  of  August  1853,  shortly  before  the  late  outbreak; 
for  instance,  about  Castle  Garth  ? — I have  been  frequently  in  Castle  Garth,  and  have 
known  it  since  the  year  1831  intimately.  I served  my  time  close  to  it. 

3159.  (Ml'.  Simon  to  Mr,  Town  Clerh.)  Is  that  within  the  borough?  — Yes. 

3160.  (To  Mr.  Rayne.)  What  was  the  condition  of  the  house  property  there  ? — Very 
bad  indeed,  and  is  at  the  present  time. 

3161.  The  points  upon  which  we  chiefly  wish  your  opinion  are  these, — as  to  the  privy 
accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  as  to  their  drainage,  as  to  their  water  supply,  as  to 
the  ventilation  of  the  houses,  as  to  the  crowding  of  inmates  in  the  rooms,  and  as  to  the 
scavenage  of  the  district.  Will  you  state  anything  that  lies  within  your  knowledge  on 
those  points  ? — I consider  that  the  greatest  number  of  the  dwellings  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Castle  Garth  are  in  a bad  state,  unfit  for  human  beings  ; overcrowded ; that 
they  are  in  want  of  ventilation  ; that  there  is  a great  want  of  privies  ; that  the  excre- 
ment is  thrown  out  from  the  kits,  and  tliat  the  scavenging  is  bad. 

3162.  (Chairman.)  You  say  you  have  known  that  district  for  twelve  years  ? — I have 
known  that  district  since  1831.  I served  my  time  in  it ; but  for  four  years  I knew  it 
intimately,  and  have  known  it  again  in  practice  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

31  63.  In  your  opinion,  what  degree  of  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  condition 
of  Castle  Garth  between  the  time  when  you  first  became  acquainted  with  it,  and  the 
month  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the  recent  visitation  ? — I think  that  the  making 
of  the  High  Level  railway  bridge  took  away  a great  many  dwellings  which  were  very 
improper,  but  left  the  otliers  to  be  overcrowded.  There  is  a particular  place,  called 
Bankside,  stiU  in  a very  bad  state.  The  arches  of  the  bridge  are  the  receptacles  for 
what  ought  to  go  into  privies. 

3164  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  the  condition  of  Clogger’s-entry,  Side  ? — I consider  that 
it  is  in  a very  bad  state. 

3165.  (Chairmam.)  With  reference  to  tlie  houses  not  swept  av/ay  by  the  railway 
operations  in  Castle  Garth,  what  improvement,  in  your  opinion,  has  taken  place  between 
1831  and  August  1853  ? — I think  there  is  more  ventilation  now,  since  the  opening  of 
that  bridge,  than  there  was  ; the  area  is  not  so  crowded. 

3166.  (Mr.  Simon)  Independently  of  the  change  made  in  the  locality  by  the  con- 
struction of  tha,t  bridge,  have  any  other  improvements  been  introduced  ? — Not  that  I am 
aware  of  I have  not  seen  any  improvements  in  the  dwellings  ; tliey  are  worse,  if  any- 
thing, more  dilapidated. 

3 1 67.  Are  you  aware  of  any  improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  Clogger’s-entry, 
Side? — I think  Clogger’s-entry  is  better  paved  than  it  was  in  1832,  1833,  and  1834  ; 
better  flagged. 

3168.  (Chairman.)  When  you  say  that  in  Castle  Garth  a certain  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  ventilation,  do  you  mean  to  exclude  the  suggestion  tliat  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  any  other  detail,  sewers  and  drains,  for  instance  ? — Tliere  has  not  been 
any  that  I am  aware  of  I have  been  there  in  the  jniddle  of  the  night,  as  police  surgeon, 
and  also  fi'om  other  jmlilic  appointments  that  I have,  and  I have  felt  it  very  disagreeable. 


3169.  You  are  not  aware  that  the  houses  in  Castle  Garth  have  in  those  twenty  years 
been  materially  improved,  except  in  respect  of  the  additional  ventilation  afforded  by  the 
operations  of  the  railway  company  ? — That  is  my  opinion.  v 
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S.W.  Rayne,  Esq.  3170.  With  reference  to  the  houses  in  Clogger’s-entry,  are  you  aware  of  any  improve- 

inents  in  any  other  point  except  that  of  paving? — 1 am  not ; I do  not  pass  there  very 

21st  Jan.  1854.  often  ; perhaps  I am  once  in  three  months  in  Clogger’s-entry.  I attend  a large  manu- 

■ factory,  the  people  of  which  live  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Sometimes  I am  there 

twice  or  three  times  a week,  and  then  for  three  or  four  weeks  together  I am  not  there 
at  all. 

3171.  With  reference  to  Dawson’s-co\irt,  what  is  its  condition  ?— It  is  in  a most  filthy 
state,  and  always  is  and  has  been. 

3172.  No  improvement  there  ? — I conceive  none. 

3173.  (^Mr.  Simon)  Then  there  is  Orchard-street.  Is  Orchard-street  a street  of  some 
considerable  width  ? — It  is. 

3174.  And  of  some  pretensions,  is  it  not?- — No,  not  of  any  great  pretensions.  It  is 
inhabited  by  a good  many  people  belonging  to  the  manufactories. 

3175.  Tenemented  property? — Yes  ; one  and  two  room  tenements. 

3176.  Have  they  privies? — I believe  there  is  a deficienc}^  of  privies;  but  I will  not 
swear  to  that. 

3177.  South-street? — South-street  is  in  a bad  condition,  too.  In  all  those  streets  I 
have  attended  a great  deal  of  fever. 

3178.  Forth-street  ? — Forth-street  is  better;  there  is  more  ventilation;  it  is  a more 
open  street,  and  a better  class  of  houses. 

3179.  Do  you  find  it  defective  in  its  arrangements? — I think  the  condition  of  Forth- 
street  is  pretty  tolerable  ; you  do  not  see  any  excrement  in  the  street,  but  you  have 
slops,  and  those  things. 

3180.  Is  it  inhabited  by  a higher  class? — I think  a better  class  of  working  people. 

3181.  Have  they  privies? — I will  not  swear  to  that.  I have  not  made  inquiries. 

3182.  The  Close  ? — Many  parts  of  the  Close  are  very  bad  indeed. 

3183.  (Chairman).  In  all  those  respects  which  we  have  mentioned? — Yes;  want  of 
privies  and  of  sewers,  and  there  is  a great  deal  of  excrement  in  the  chinks. 

3184.  Overcrowding?- — In  parts  of  the  Close  there  is  a great  deal  of  overcrowding. 
Some  of  the  houses  built  on  the  Bankside  are  very  much  overcroAvded,  and  in  a very  poor 
condition. 

3185.  {Mr.  Simon.)  In  the  several  places,  excepting  Forth-street,  which  we  have 
mentioned,  Castle  Garth,  Clogger’s-entry,  Dawson’s-court,  Orchard-street,  South- street, 
the  Close,  and  Bankside,  are  there  a great  number  of  houses  to  which  you  would  apply 
the  terms  filthy  and  unwholesome  ? — There  are  ; and  they  are  very  disagreeable  to  go 
into  at  night. 

3186.  Should  you  say  that  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  those  districts  deserved  those 
epithets  of  filthy  and  unwholesome  ?— I shoidd  say  so. 

3187.  As  regards  the  improvements  which  ma}^  have  taken  place  in  those  districts  in 
the  last  20  years,  or  in  the  last  seven  years,  say  from  June  1846  to  August  1853  ? — In 
some  of  those  streets  the  scavenging  is  better  than  it  used  to  be.  At  one  time  I remember 
there  was  no  scavencinc;  at  all  in  those  streets. 

3188.  The  dAvellings? — The  dwellings,  I think,  are  much  about  the  same. 

3189.  Have  you  seen  any  evidence  in  your  visits  to  those  districts,  since  1846  and 
previously  to  the  31st  of  August  1853,  to  the  effect  that  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings 
were  subject  to  the  operation  of  any  rules  or  bye-laws  made  l)y  the  corporation  for  the 
cleansing  of  them? — No;  I never  saAV  that  there  were  any  rules  for  cleansing;  they 
have  always  remained  in  the  same  condition. 

3190.  Let  us  proceed  now  to  another  district — to  Pandon,  Silver- street,  Blyth’s  Nook, 
Pan  don  Dean,  Wall  Knoll,  Craig’s-alley,  Sandgate,  Garth  Heads,  and  Shield  Field. 
Those  are  mentioned  to  us  as  places  exhibiting  very  defective  sanitary  conditions.  Is 
that  your  opinion  of  them  ? — It  is.  I think  it  could  hardly  be  worse. 

3191.  (Chairman.)  With  reference  to  the  jwivy  accommodation  there;  what  is  it  ? — 
It  is  very  bad  ; there  is  hardly  any.  Shield  Field,  hoAvever,  is  a different  sort  of  thing  ; 
tliere  is  a new  stack  of  buildings  altogether  there,  that  has  only  been  built  Avithin  the 
last  few  years,  and  a Avorse  thing  there  cannot  be. 

3192.  With  regard  to  Pandon,  are  the  few  priAues  that  may  be  there  Avithin  or 
Avithout  the  houses  ? — I never  saw  one  within  a house  throughout  all  Pandon. 

3193.  (3Ir.  Bateman.)  Is  there  a public  privy  ? — Yes,  at  the  foot  of  Pandon.  That  is 
the  only  public  privy  I know  there. 

3194.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Is  there  in  these  districts  a pretty  general  habit  of  throAving 
excrements  upon  the  pavement? — Yes;  and  if  you  walk  there  at  night  you  are  apt  to 
get  a shoAver  of  it. 

3195.  {Chairman)  With  reference  to  ash-pit  accommodation  in  those  districts,  how  is 
it  ? — Bad. 

3196.  It  Avould  seem  from  the  local  Act  of  1846,  that  privies,  ash-pits,  and  receptacles 
for  manure  and  refuse  within  the  borough,  were  made  emptiable  and  cleansable  by  the 
town  council,  or  on  their  orders.  Would  your  experience  of  the  state  of  the  privies  and 
the  ash-pits  in  those  districts  for  the  seven  years  betAveen  1846  and  1853  induce  you  to 
think  that  that  power  had  been  adeqirately  enforced  ? — No,  I cannot  say  that  it  would. 

3197.  Do  you  find  the  houses  in  those  districts,  as  a general  thing,  supplied  AAnth  water 
in  what  you  would  consider  an  adequate  way  ? — There  are  taps. 
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.3198.  Do  you  find  enough  of  them  ? — I really  have  not  counted  the  taps. 

3199.  In  what  state  have  you  found  the  walls  of  those  houses? — Very  damp. 

3200.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  been  able  to  perceive  any  considerable  improvements 
in  this  district  in  the  seven  years  between  1816  and  1853? — No.  I think  some  of  the 
places  are  worse.  I think  Craig’s-alley  is  in  a worse  state  than  ever  it  was.  It  is  in  a 
worse  state  than  it  Avas  iir  1831  and  1832  ; there  are  more  Irish  in  it ; it  is  more  over- 
crowded than  before.  In  1831-2-3  and  4 the  people  did  not  live  in  the  arches  under 
Craig’s-alley,  but  they  do  noAV ; for  I have  attended  people  in  a cellar  there,  without  a 
fireplace. 

3201.  At  what  time  ? — Twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago. 

3202.  Have  you  within  the  last  seven  years  seen  any  evidence  there  of  the  carrying 
out  of  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings  ? — Not  until  the  epidemic 
came. 

3203.  Before  the  1st  of  September  1853  ? — No,  not  before  the  1st  of  September — at  least 
not  since  the  Irish  fever.  In  1848  and  1849  they  were  whitewashed.  In  any  epidemic 
that  is  the  case.  During  the  Irish  fever  there  was  a little  energy  shown,  but  after  the 
epidemic  had  gone  there  was  nothing  more  done. 

3204.  Do  you  wish  us  to  accept  your  previous  evidence,  with  regard  to  the  first 
district,  subject  to  that  explanation  ? — Yes  ; whenever  there  is  an  epidemic,  energy  is 
shown  by  the  authorities. 

3205.  {Chairman.)  But  how  is  it  in  the  intervals  between  the  epidemics? — I cannot 
say  much  for  it  then. 

3206.  The  powers  do  not  seem  to  you  to  have  been  adequately  enforced  ? — No. 

3207.  {Mr.  Simon.)  With  regard  to  Gallowgate,  Newgate-street,  Prudhoe  street. 
Park-place,  and  its  entries,  Percj^-street  and  Mackford’s-entry ; what,  in  your  opinion, 
was  the  state  of  that  district? — Gallowgate  is  in  a very  bad  state  ; the  people  are  allowed 
to  keep  an  immense  c|uantity  of  cows  and  pigs  ; there  is  no  proper  sewerage.  The  filth 
runs  into  the  alleys,  and  I have  attended  an  ininmnse  quantity  of  fever  in  those  alleys. 
I consider  that  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  should  be  particularly  called  to  the 
state  of  Gallowgate,  and  the  state  of  the  cows  and  pigs  kept  there.  The  pigs  are  kept 
there  to  the  present  time. 

3208.  {Chairman)  At  any  time  are  pigs  kept  within  the  houses? — Not  within  the 
houses,  but  within  the  small  yard  round  which  several  families  live. 

3209.  Were  those  pigsties  in  what  you  would  call  a proper  condition — cleanly,  and  so 
on? — No,  there  are  very  often  horrid  smells  from  them,  and  from  the  droppings  of  the 
cows. 

3210.  Should  you  suppose  that  adequate  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  manner  of  keeping 
swine,  and  so  on,  had  been  duly  enforced  within  the  last  seven  years  ? — No.  Even  after 
the  cholera  broke  out,  after  the  1st  of  September,  I detected  coavs  and  pigs  in  Gallowgate, 
and  also  in  Prudhoe-street. 

3211.  With  regard  to  the  state  of  the  Avails,  have  you  ever  seen  them  damp  ? — In 
the  houses  built  on  the  bank  sides,  Avhere  a leakage  takes  place,  they  are  damp  from 
that  source. 

3212.  Have  you  ever  knoAvn  clAvellings,  of  Avhose  AA'alls  it  could  be  correctly  said  that 
they  were  damp  with  the  infiltration  of  liquid  filth  from  privies  and  ash-pits  ?— I have. 

3213.  Once  in  your  life  or  frequently? — Frequently. 

3214.  Have  you  also  found  houses  habitually  in  Avant  of  Avhite washing,  cleansing,  and 
purifying? — I have  frequently. 

3215.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  have  spoken  of  GalloAvgate,  and  of  the  pigs  and  coavs  of  that 
district.  As  regards  NcAvgate-street,  Prudhoe-street,  Percy-street,  Park-place,  and 
Mackford’s-entry,  ha\"e  you  any  remark  to  make  ? — They  are  croAvded.  There  is  a court 
in  Prudhoe-street,  within  Park-place,  consisting  of  tenemented  houses  altogether,  and  in 
those  tenemented  houses  there  are  seventy-two  individuals,  and  they  have  one  privy, 
which  eight  months  in  the  year  is  of  no  good  whatever. 

3216.  {Chairman.)  It  Avas  enacted  in  the  local  Act  of  1846  that,  Avhen  it  should 
appear  to  the  council  likely  to  tend  to  prevent  or  check  infectious  or  contagious  disease, 
it  should  be  lawful  for  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  order  occupiers  of  clAvelling-houses  to 
whitewash,  cleanse,  and  purify  tliem,  or  to  do  it  at  their  expense.  Noav  should  you 
suppose  that  that  poAver  of  the  local  Act  had  ever  been  enforced  ? — It  has,  Avhenever 
there  has  been  an  epidemic  in  the  toAvn,  when  the  authorities  have  got  alarmed. 

3217.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  can  recollect  the  enforcement  of  regulations  of  this  kind  at 
the  time  of  the  epidemic  of  Irish  fever  I — I can. 

3218.  And  at  the  time  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera  this  last  year  ? — I do. 

3219.  Gan  you  recollect  other  occasions  on  Avhich  those  rules  have  been  enforced  ?— 
Not  Avithout  there  being  an  ejiidemic.  I think  once,  when  there  was  the  scarlatina,  it 
was  done  ; I Avill  not  SAvear  to  it. 

3220.  There  is  another — the  fourth — of  the  medical  districts,  Avhich  takes  in  tlie 
following  places  : North  Shore,  the  east  end  of  Sandgate,  Ouse  Burn,  or  Lime-street, 
Mitcheson’s-ljuildings,  Duldin-terrace,  a i)art  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  part  of  St.  Peter’s. 
Now  do  those  jdaces  present  the  same  sanitary  evils  as  you  have  adverted  to  in  the 
three  other  districts  ?— They  do,  particularly  about  Ouse  Burn  and  Lime-street  ; Dublin- 
terrace  is  a frightful  place.  Dublin-terrace  is  built  upon  the  bank  side,  facing  the  Ouse 
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Burn.  That  is  what  I call  a hot-bed  of  disease  It  lies  just  like  a hot  frame  in  which 
you  produce  vegetables  ; it  lies  uj)on  tjie  bank  side,  against  the  south  sun  ; the  people 
throw  manure,  ashes,  and  excrements  upon  the  bank,  and  there  it  basks,  and  bakes,  and 
pu trifles.  Fever  is  constantly  there. 

3221.  Are  those  houses  let  in  separate  tenements  ? — They  are. 

3222.  Should  you  think  that  these  bouses  would  fall  within  the  legitimate  sphere  of 
the  clause  of  the  local  Act,  that  empowered  the  authorities  to  make  rules  for  cleansing- 
filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings  ? — I think  those  houses  should  be  pulled  down. 

3223.  But,  during  the  time  of  their  standing  up,  should  you  think  them  proper 
subjects  for  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  such  an  enactment? — I do  not  think  you  could 
much  improve  Dublin-terrace,  without  taking  it  away  altogether. 

3224.  In  the  list  of  places  that  I have  mentioned,  would  the  majority  owe  their 
sanitary  defects  to  the  fact  of  their  having  been  constructed  centuries  ago,  or  would 
tlipir  evils  be  of  later  date  ? Take  for  instance,  Newgate-street,  Prudhoe-street,  Percy- 
street,  and  Mackford’s-entry? — Mackford’s-entry  you  could  not  take  as  having  been 
built  centuries  ago,  but  you  might  take  Newgate-street  and  Percy-street. 

322.5.  Are  you  aware,  as  regards  recent  constructions  within  the  boundary  of  the 
borough,  whether  due  attention  has  been  given  to  the  sanitary  necessities  of  their  future 
inhabitants  ? — I think  there  are  not  many  recent  erections  within  the  old  borough ; the 
recent  erections  ai-e  Dixon ’s-buildings  and  those  places,  and  they  have  been  run  up  in 
such  a way  that  the  bricks  are  not  laid  flat,  but  edgeways,  to  make  them  go  the  further. 

3226.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Do  you  mean  in  exterior  walls,  or  in  partition  walls  ? — Exterior 
walls.  The  partition  walls  are  merely  lath  and  plaster,  and  many  ot  them  very  bad 
indeed. 

3227.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  scavenage  of  the  streets,  and  com-ts 
and  alleys  within  the  borough  ? — I cannot  say  it  is  good.  I think  it  might  be  a great 
deal  better ; at  times  it  is  very  bad,  and  at  other  times  it  is  better.  That  is  my  candid 
ojhnion. 

3228.  Woidd  you  draw  a distinction  between  the  scavenage  of  streets  and  the 
scavenage  of  courts  and  alleys  ? — There  are  a great  many  private  courts  and  alleys  that 
the  corporation  do  not  think  come  within  their  jurisdiction,  such  as  Mackford’s-entry 
and  Dawson’s-court. 

3229.  {Mr.  Town  Glerh.)  That  they  have  no  i-ight  to  go  into  ? — Yes  ; the  corporation 
do  not  go  into  them. 

3230.  (.I.'r.  Simon.)  They  wovdd  be  looked  upon  in  the  light  of  private  houses? — Yes. 

3231.  And  may  be  sjioken  of  as  filthy  houses  ? — Shocldng. 

3232.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  And  as  long  as  they  are  inhabited  by  Irish,  they  will  be, 
I suppose  ? — I shoidd  think  that  as  long  as  such  dwellings  are  allowed  to  exist,  to  invite 
the  low  Irish  to  dwell  in  them,  they  will  be. 

3233.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  within  your  experience,  as  a practitioner  in  this  town,  that 
illness  is  associated  in  any  considerable  degree  with  the  defective  sanitary  conditions 
to  which  you  have  adverted  I — It  is  : with  want  of  drainage  considerably.  There  is  a 
new  stack  of  buildings  called  East  Parade.  I attend  several  families  in  it ; and  a worse 
constructed  range  of  houses  with  regard  to  drainage  there  cannot  be. 

3234.  Is  it  within  the  municipality  ? — No  ; outside.  1 had  a very  bad  case  of  cholera 
in  one  of  those  houses.  You  cannot  o-o  into  them  without  smellino-  the  drains  and 
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water-closets.  The  kitchens  are  damp,  and  the  drainage  incomplete  ; there  are  drains 
and  wa  ter-closets,  but  insufficiently  fitted.  I was  there  this  day  week,  and  put  on  my  hat 
for  fear  of  the  ceiling  coming  upon  my  head. 

3235.  The  greater  part  of  Westgate  lies  outside  the  old  municipal  boundary  ; but  with 
respect  to  the  other  four  distidcts  which  have  been  spoken  of,  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  John, 
All  Saints  West,  All  Saints  East,  and  St.  Andrew,  can  you  charge  your  recollec- 
tion, in  each  of  them  separately,  with  cases  in  which  you  could  associate  the  presence  of 
fever,  or  of  some  kindred  disease,  with  defective  sanitary  conditions  ?-— Yes  ; easily. 

3236.  Abundantly  ? — Yes  ; at  times  abundantly. 

3237.  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  the  paving ; have  you  found  those  places 
adequately  paved  ? — I think  there  is  a great  improvement  witliin  the  last  few  years  in 
all  those  courts  in  paving,  and  generally  in  the  town,  except  those  parts  which  are  not 
within  the  boundary. 

3238.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  notice  with  reference  to  some  places,  such  as  Sandgate, 
the  nature  of  the  paving ; I mean  that  it  consists  of  pebbles,  boulders,  or  round  stones  ? 
-Yes. 

3239.  Have  you  noticed  that  the  interstices  there  are  habitually  laden  with  filth?— 
They  are. 

3240.  Do  you  suppose  that  to  be  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  paving  ? — Yes. 

3241.  {Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  suppose  that  much  soakage  of  filth  into  the  soil  takes 
place?— Yes;  and  I consider  that,  where  heat  comes,  there  is  a gveat  evaporation  of  it 
also  into  the  atmosphere. 

3242.  {Chairman.)  1 find  that  on  the  9th  of  May,  1851,  Inspector  Jenkins  reported 
to  the  board  of  guarffians  several  lanes  in  Sandgate  as  filthy,  adding  that  “ the  corpora- 
“ tion  sweepers  cannot  remove  it  in  consequence  of  the  lanes  being  so  much  out  of 
“repair.”  Now,  do  you  think  that  that  was  an  exceptional  case,  or  that  more  instances 
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of  the  same  kind  might  have  been  found  ? — I think  there  has  been  a great  improvement 
in  the  lanes  in  Sandgate  with  regard  to  the  pavement  of  the  alleys.  Sandgate  itself  is 
paved  with  small  stones,  not  witii  large  blocks  of  granite. 

32d3.  Do  you  think  that  many  instances  of  that  kind  have  happened,  in  which  the 
falling  of  the  pavement  into  disrepair  has  interfered  with  the  effective  scavenging  of  the 
place  ? — Yes  ; there  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

3244.  That  that  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  which  might  have  been  adduced  ? 
—No. 

3245.  Considering  the  general  state  of  the  tenements  in  the  poorer  districts,  would 
it  have  been  advisable,  in  your  opinion,  for  the  local  authorities  to  have  availed  them- 
selves of  any  powers  which  they  might  have  by  public  statutes  for  building  and 
maintaining  proper  lodging-houses  for  the  poorer  classes  ? — It  would,  and  I think  it 
would  have  been  a great  improvement.  It  would  have  lessened  the  poor-rates  ; we 
should  not  have  had  so  many  of  the  Irish  inhabiting  these  places.  They  would  not  lie  able 
to  afford  to  pay  for  those  dwellings,  and  they  would  move  on. 

3246.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  establishment  of  baths  and  washhouses  here  ? 
— I have  seen  them  and  inspected  them,  and  consider  that  they  are  a very  great  impi’ove- 
ment  in  the  town  for  the  poorer  classes. 

3247.  Have  you  nothing  further  to  observe  with  respect  to  them? — No  ; the  baths  on 
the  New-road  are  very  admirably  conducted,  and  very  clean. 

3248.  Have  you,  within  the  last  few  years,  noticed  any  nuisances,  or  what  you  consider 
nuisances,  about  the  town  ? — Yes  ; general  nuisances. 

3249.  In  what  respect?— I think  there  cannot  be  a greater  nuisance  than  the  open 
conduit  running  down  Lovaine-place,  underneath  St.  Thomas’s  church.  I drew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  magistrates  to  it  in  1849.  I had  a case  of  cholera  in  Lovaine-place,  and  a very 
bad  one.  I examined  the  conduit  myself;  that  was  in  September  1849,  when  the 
gases  were  oozing  out  of  it  from  the  decomposition  and  the  heat. 

3250.  (dfr.  Town  Clerk.)  It  is  through  private  property? — It  is. 

3251.  It  is  closed? — There  is  one  part  not  closed. 

3252.  That  is  lower  down  a good  deal  ? — That  is  a little  below  Ellison-place, 

3253.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Did  cholera  prevail  there  this  last  year? — I am  not  aware  of  any 
cholera  in  that  neighbourhood.  I had  not  any  public  appointment  which  drew  my 
attention  to  that  neighbourhood,  only  private  patients.  There  was  a good  deal  of  diarrhoea. 

3254.  Wliat  is  the  course  of  that  open  channel? — It  runs  down  to  what  is  called  the 
Dean  ; it  runs  into  Pandon  Dean,  and  so  on  into  Pandon. 

3255.  Pa.ssing  into  Ellison-place  ? — Yes,  it  passes  down  a ravine  ; it  is  in  a deep  ravine  ; 
one  end  of  Ellison-place  is  looking  over  it.  I believe  it  is  nearly  covei’ed  in.  It  carries 
the  sewerage  of  the  barracks,  Spital  Tongues,  &c. 

(Mr.  Tovm  Clerk.)  In  former  <Iays  it  Avas  a pure  limpid  sti’eam,  turning  two  mills, 
but  when  the  barracks  Avere  made  about  half  a century  ago,  they  put  the  drainage 
into  that  stream,  and  since  then  it  has  been  polluted. 

3256.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Rayne.)  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  your  complaint  ? — It 
would  be  in  September  1849,  bnt  I could  not  give  the  exact  day. 

3257.  To  whom  did  you  complain  ? — Dr.  Headlam  was  on  the  bench. 

3258.  To  the  borough  magistrates? — Yes;  I called  their  serious  attention  to  it 

3259.  What  measures  did  they  adopt  in  pursuance  of  that  ? — I think  nothing  was  done 
till  lately. 

3260.  IIoAV  many  years,  or  for  Avhat  jieriod  did  that  nuisance  remain  unremedied  ? — It 
was  open  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  to  a considerable  extent,  and  it  is  open  noAv  to  a 
considerable  extent ; there  has  been  no  great  deal  done  to  it.  It  is  closed  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Lovaine  place. 

3261.  When  was  it  closed  ? — (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  town  surveyor  tells  me  that  it 
was  began  to  be  closed  in  about  tAvo  years  ago. 

3262.  Would  it  be  a correct  statement,  that  this  nuisance,  complained  of  by 
Mr.  Rayne  in  1849,  remained  practically  unremedied  in  any  degree  till  the  year  1851 
or  1852  ? — (Mr.  Tovm  Surveyor.)  Yes  ; there  is  a considerable  part  of  this  Avater  coui'se 
uncovered  yet. 

(Mr.  Tovm  Clerk.)  The  corporation  had  no  right  Avhatever  to  enter  the  property,  but 
by  negotiation  with  the  parties. 

3263.  (Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Tovm  Svvveyor.)  Is  it  the  case  that  that  water-course  is 
open  at  the  present  time  for  tlie  whole  length  of  Pandon  Dean  ? — It  is  consideralily  lieloAv 
tha,t. 

3264.  In  the  interval  between  the  corner  of  Noav  Bridge-street,  and  Ellison-place, 
what  distance  may  that  be  ? — ^I  suppose  three  hundred  yards. 

3265.  Of  those  tliree  hundred  yards,  how  many  are  covered  in  ? — Probably  one 
hundred  and  fifty. 

3266.  Is  tliere  a dense  population  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — No,  scarcely  any. 

3267.  Have  the  inhabitants  of  Ellison-place  at  times  complained  of  off  ensive  smells  ? — 
They  have. 

3268.  Have  the  inhabitants  of  George-street  ? — -Yes,  they  have, 
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8270.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Toxvn  Clerk.)  With  reference  to  the  point  of  jurisdiction, 
when  you  say  that  you  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  no  right  to  enter  upon  the  premises  but  by 
negotiation  with  the  parties,  do  you  think  there  was  no  jurisdiction  under  the  Nuisances 
Removal  Act  to  abate  such  a nuisance. — (3Ir.  Totvn  Clerk)  You  might  perhaps  have 
applied  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act  since  1848. 

3271.  Can  there  be  any  question  or  any  doubt  in  the  matter,  when  the  words 
are,  “ Ditch,  gutter,  drain,  privy,  cesspool,  or  ash-pit,  kept  or  constructed  so  as  to 
“ be  a nuisance  to,  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  any  person?” — (d/r.  Tovm  Clerk.)  The 
fact  has  to  be  established.  The  question  of  nuisance  or  no  nuisance  has  to  be  tried  ; and 
if  it  had  been  indicted  for  a nuisance  before  a jury,  I am  not  at  all  prepared  to  say  that 
they  would  have  found  it  one.  In  order  to  remove  it  effectually,  an  expensive  conduit 
must  be  made,  and  a good  deal  of  property  removed,  and  that  could  not  be  done  ^vithout 
negotiations  with  the  parties.  Difficulties  caused  delay.  Those  negotiations  have  been 
pursued,  and  to  a great  degree  effectively  ; and  the  nuisance  has  been  to  a great  degree 
abated,  and  permanently  abated  ; it  being  covered  in  by  an  expensive  archway.  It  is  a 
brook  containing  a considerable  quantity  of  water,  and  you  cannot  exclude  it  from  the 
day  without  occupying  a considerable  space. 

3272.  {To  Mr.  Rayne.)  Have  you  often  noticed  smoke  or  noxious  effluvia  in  this 
town? — Yes;  no  two  chimneys  are  worse  than  those  of  a late  magistrate  and  a 
present  one,  Mr.  Robert  Plummer  and  the  late  Mr.  Crawhall. 

3273.  {To  Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Has  there  been  anything  to  prevent  youi-  putting 
in  force  the  89th  clause  of  the  local  Act  of  1846,  for  preventing  smoke  and 
noxious  effluvia  ? — It  has  not  been  effectually  put  in  force.  I will  show  you  in  detail 
everything  that  has  been  done  under  that  Act  at  the  proper  time  ; but  nothing  effectual 
has  been  done.  There  is  a clause  in  the  Act  of  the  last  session,  which  we  expect  to  be 
able  to  put  in  force  without  the  difficulties  which  liave  attended  that. 

3274.  {To  Mr.  Rayne.)  Are  there  any  other  points  on  which  you  Avould  wi.sh  to  offer 
any  evidence  with  reference  to  the  sanitary  state  or  the  administration  of  the  sanitary 
laws  in  existence  in  this  borough  ? — Nothing  more.  I think  I have  said  sufficient. 

3275.  {Mr.  Simon)  As  respects  the  evils  of  which  you  have  spoken,  is  it  your  belief 
that  they  exercised  an  important  influence  in  aggravating  the  late  attack  of  cholera  in 
this  town  ?— I think  they  were  a predisposing  exciting  cause  of  the  cholera  as  an  epidemic, 
in  connection  with  other  influences,  which  you  will  examine  me  upon,  I suppose. 

3276.  Do  you  consider  that  tlie  severity  with  which  this  epidemic  affected  Newcastle 
in  particular,  was  due,  more  or  less,  to  the  sanitary  evils  of  which  you  have  spoken? — I 
do,  and  to  the  bad  water. 

3277.  {Chairman)  Had  you  occasion,  in  the  course  of  last  year,  to  notice  the  condition 
and  quality  of  the  water  particularly  ? — Yes.  I liad  various  couq^laints  made  to  me  by 
different  people  in  the  town  of  the  bad  water. 

3278.  Can  you  remember  at  what  time  those  complaints  first  were  made  ? — I think  in 
August  and  September  it  Avas  shockingly  bad. 

3279.  When  you  say  it  was  shockingly  bad,  what  do  you  include  in  the  epithet  “ bad  ?” 
—Bad  to  the  eye  in  colour,  bad  to  the  smell,  bad  to  the  taste,  and  bad  in  its 
effects. 

3280.  With  reference  to  the  colour,  I believe  it  Avas  turbid  ? — Yes  ; on  September  12th, 
betAveen  the  Sunday  night  at  tAveh^e  o’clock  and  six  o’clock  on  the  Monday  morning,  I saAV 
five  people  die.  I Avas,  perhaps,  at  tAventy  cases,  or  more,  of  cliolera  betAveen  seven  at 
ni^ht  and  that  time  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Simon  is  aAvare  of  the  dreadful  degree  of  thirst 
on  cholera  patients.  They  a.sked  me  Avhat  they  were  to  drink.  I said,  “ Cold  water  is 
“ the  best  thing.”  They  said,  “We  cannot  drink  the  water;  we  are  poisoned  Avith  the 
“ water.”  And  Avhen  it  came  from  the  tap,  it  was  perfectly  true  ; it  was  in  a shocking 
state.  I coidd  compare  it  to  nothing  but  porter  in  colour. 

3281 . Of  Avhat  district  are  you  speaking  ? — I Avas  called  to  tlie  Trinity  House  at  tAA^eh^e 
at  night ; and  betAveen  the  Trinity  House  and  Pandon  I was  called  to  five  cases. 

3282.  In  the  Pandon  district  ? — Yes  ; but  in  my  OAvn  district,  in  Blackett-street  and 
Eldon-square,  it  Avas  shocking.  I Avas  in  the  habit  of  taking  a cold  bath,  and  could  not 
take  my  cold  bath,  it  Avas  too  offensiA'^e. 

3283.  Do  you  say  that  the  Avater  poisoned  these  people? — No,  I do  not  say  that  it 
poisoned  them  ; but  the  people  said  it  did.  But  I state  on  oath  that  the  Avater  was  so 
bad  that  I consider  it  Avas  a predisposing  cause  to  excite  cholera  in  the  toAvn. 

3284.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  have  spoken  of  the  smell  of  the  water? — It  had  a bad  smell. 

3285.  Was  it  the  smell  that  Ave  generally  call  foetid? — Yes  ; the  smell  of  decomposed 
feculent  matter  ; organic  matter  going  into  decomposition. 

3286.  In  times  of  gi’eat  excitement  and  anxiety,  such  as  this,  of  course  the  fact  of  the 
AA'ater  being  A^ery  muddy  (avIucIi  there  seems  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  about) 
Avould  frighten  the  general  public  very  much.  If  sand,  for  instance,  Avas  diffused  in  the 
Avater,  it  Avould  excite  a great  alarm,  from  the  mere  turbidity  of  the  water  ; I am  A’ery 
anxious,  therefore,  to  be  very  precise  on  this  point  ? — It  was  moi-e  than  sand  ; sand  Avill 
fall  to  the  bottom  on  standing,  but  the  colour  never  disappeared,  and  as  it  stood  the 
smell  got  Avorse. 

3287.  The  Avater  of  the  Tyne  is  apt  to  become  discoloured  by  peat  ? — It  is  ; but  there 
Avere  no  spring  floods  to  bring  the  peat  doAvn. 
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3288.  {Mr.  Bcdeman.)  Were  there  no  freshes  at  that  time  ? — No. 

3289.  {Chairman.)  Are  you  speaking  of  a particular  day  ? — No,  hut  of  pcrliaps  six 
weeks.  It  was  nearly  all  dry  weather. 

3290.  {Mr.  Simon.)  During  a considerable  period  you  can,  from  your  own  personal 
knowledge,  answer  to  these  facts,  that  the  water  had  a foetid  smell  ? — It  had. 

3291.  As  well  as  a turbid  condition? — It  was  a very  common  thing  among  the  better 
class,  to  hear  them  complain  tliat  they  could  not  clean  their  teeth  with  the  water. 

3292.  Can  you  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  taste  of  the  water?  — I can.  I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  drinking  Newcastle  water  (I  drink  Seltzer  water)  if  I can  help  it, 
except  boiled  with  tea,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I came  in  very  late,  between  3 and  4, 
during  the  time  of  tlie  cholera,  (several  times  I did  not  get  to  bed  at  all)  and  was  very 
thirsty.  I was  out  of  Seltzer  water,  and  was  forced  to  drink  the  other,  and  was  sick  Avith 
it.  Now  I had  had  nothing  to  disagree  with  me,  for  I had  nothing  since  4 o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  had  then  had  a chop  and  my  tea.  I state  that  upon  my  solemn  oath. 

3293.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  At  Avhat  period  of  the  cholera  AAms  that? — When  it  wa  sso 
bad. 

3294.  Before  the  15th  September,  Avhen  they  ceased  to  pump  from  the  Tyne  ? — Yes ; I 
am  positive  it  AAms  on  the  Monday  or  the  Tuesday  before. 

3295.  You  Avould  see  an  immediate  change  in  the  Avater  Avhen  they  ceased  to  })ump 
from  the  Tyne? — No  ; I did  not  see  much  change  in  the  water  after  they  did  cease  to 
pump  from  the  Tyne.  The  wmter  Avas  still  discoloured,  and  in  a Amry  liad  state. 

3296.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Was  the  discoloration  in  the  water  AAdiich  you  speak  of  due, 
apparently,  to  discoloured  riA'er  AAmter,  or  to  turbidness  arising  from  the  Avashiug  of  the 
reservoir  ? — It  Avas  more  than  the  mere  discoloration  of  the  rWer  AAurter  as  Ave  haAm  it 
from  the  peat.  If  you  go  to  Hexham  you  see  the  tinge  of  the  pea.t  in  pure  Avater ; but 
you  have  it  here  mixed  Avith  mud ; you  have  more  than  peat  discoloration  in  this 
neighbourhood,  in  Avater  pumped  up  only  200  yards  aboAm  the  bridge  here. 

3297.  {Mr.  Simon.)  HaA’e  you  any  knoAvledge  of  ill  effects  produced  by  the  con- 
sumption of  Whittle  Dean  Avater  in  NeAvcastle  at  that  time  ? — Whenever  I found  diarrhoea, 
I particularly  asked  if  they  Avere  drinking  Whittle  Dean  Avater.  Choleraic  sym}>toms 
prevailed  to  a considerable  extept  in  this  toAvn,  and  I found  they  Avere  all  taking  Whittle 
Dean  Avater. 

3298.  Had  you  any  cases  Avithin  your  own  observation,  Avhere  a discontinuance  of  the 
use  of  that  Avater  Avas  folloAved  by  an  immediate  cessation  of  dian-hcea  ? — I cannot  say  an 
immediate  cessation  of  diarrhoea ; diarrhcea,  in  my  opinion,  does  not  cease  so  suddenly  a.s 
that,  especially  where  the  poison  has  been  passing  into  the  system  for  many  Aveeks  together. 

3299.  Did  you  happen  to  apply  any  chemical  tests  to  this  Avater  ? — No,  I do  not 
consider  that  I am  chemist  enough  to  employ  any  chemical  tests  satisfactorily. 

3300.  Probably  no  chemical  tests  applied  to  the  matter  under  consideration  Avould  lie 
more  conclusive  than  the  fcetid  smell  and  putrid  taste  ? — I think  not. 

3301.  Therefore  Ave  are  very  anxious  that  there  should  be  no  misapprehension  u|)on  this 
point.  You  have  not  the  slighte.st  doubt  of  those  facts  in  the  condition  of  the  Avater? — I 
have  not  the  lea.st  donbt  Avhatever. 

3302.  Can  you  refer  to  any  other  persons  Avith  Avhom  you  conferred  upon  the  sid>ject, 
and  Avho  Avere  led  to  form  a similar  opinion  of  tlie  condition  of  the  Avater  ? — Mr.  Furness, 
the  surgeon,  and  Dr.  Robinson,  both  of  them  remarked  upon  it  at  the  same  time  that  I 
did  in  very  strong  terms.  Mr.  Furness  saw  the  colour  of  the  Avater,  Avhen  I took  a cold 
bath,  Avhen  I Avas  choleraic.  I Avas  choleraic  and  under  great  depression. 

3303.  {Chairman.)  You  have  stated  generally  your  opinion  as  to  the  quality  and 
condition  of  the  AA'ater.  You  have  also  made  one  statement,  Avhich  obviously  must  have 
been  entirely  Avithin  your  OAvn  personal  knoAAdedge,  and  upon  a point  on  Avhich  your 
knoAvledge  as  a medical  man  Avould  give  your  ojunion  great  Aveight.  You  state  that  on  a 
particular  day  a draught  of  Whittle  Dean  Avater  made  you  sick  ? — I do. 

3304.  I Avant  to  fix  precisely  that  date  ? — It  Avoukl  be  on  the  AVedne.sday  morning,  the 
Monday  Avould  be  the  I 2th  ; it  Avould  be  the  f 4th  of  September. 

3305.  {To  Mr.  M<  (in.)  Was  it  the  13th  on  Avhich  you  took  the  Pont  Avater  ? — It  Avas  ; 
in  the  morning. 

O ^ 

3306.  AA^as  it  the  15th  on  Avhich  you  discontinued  the  lyne  Avater  ? — Yes. 

3307.  Therefore,  on  this  AVednesday  morning,  the  14th,  you  Avill  have  been  supplying 
Tyne  Avater  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

3308.  (Mr.  Baternan  to  i\fr.  Main.)  You  have  heard  the  statements  just  made  ; I 
presume  you  do  not  affect  to  dispute  that  the  Avater  Avas  at  that  time  frequently 
discoloured  ? — No. 

3309.  In  yoiu-  opinion  Avhat  did  that  discoloration  arise  from  ? — It  arose  in  the  fir, st 
place  from  the  peat  which  comes  doAvn  Avith  the  Tyne  Avater  in  the  autumn,  and  secondly 
from  the  discoloration  caused  by  the  land  floods. 

3310.  (Chairman.)  Surface  Avashiugs  of  the  land? — Ye.s. 

3311.  (Mr.  Bateona/n.)  Y^as  there  nothing  in  the  then  siiite  of  tlie  reservoirs  at  AYhittle 
Dean  Avhich  would  ha,ve  contributed  to  that  state  of  the  Avater  ? — No,  there  could  not  be; 
because  on  the  6th  of  October,  Avhen  Ave  reached  our  loA'est,  flic  reservoir  of  Wiiifctle 
Dean,  contained  eighteen  feet  nine  inches  of  Avater. 
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3312.  Was  the  water  perfectly  colourless  at  Whittle  Dean  at  that  time? — Yes,  we 
have  our  superintendent’s  statement  to  that  effect. 

3313.  If  that  he  so  then,  all  the  discoloration  which  has  been  complained  of  must 
iiave  arisen  from  Tyne  water  ? — Except  that  there  might  he  a slight  discoloration  when 
the  water  in  the  low  reservoir  at  Whittle  Dean  got  below  the  penning. 

3314.  (^Chairman.)  Did  it  at  any  time  get  below  what  you  call  the  stone  penning  ? — 
Yes. 

3315.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Was  it  at  the  end  of  August,  or  the  beginning  of  September 
below  the  stone  pitching  ? — I think  it  did  not  get  below  the  stone  pitching  till  the 
middle  of  September. 

331 6.  (Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Bayne.)  There  seems  no  misunderstanding  with  regard  to  the 
smell,  but  we  are  not  quite  sure  that  we  are  to  understand  you  to  say  that  the  taste  also 
of  this  water  conveyed  to  your  mind  the  notion  that  it  contained  clecomposing  organic 
matter  I — There  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  it. 

3317.  (Chairman.)  You  intimated  that  you  were  prepared  to  offer  an  opinion  on  the 
gas  ? — I am. 

3318.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  to  us  what  that  opinion  is? — I consider  the 
gas  is  bad;  frequently  very  short  in  supply  and  very  impure.  The  gas  company  find 
it  to  their  advantage  to  have  impure  gas,  because  it  takes  a greater  quantity  to  drive  the 
meter  ; that  is  to  say,  it  takes  a greater  power  to  drive  the  meter,  and  so  the  index  of 
the  meter  points  out  a greater  cpiantity  and  a greater  expense  to  the  consumer. 

3319.  With  reference  to  its  effect  upon  the  public  health,  have  you  any  opinion?  — I 
consider  that,  when  individuals  are  shut  up  with  it  in  close  rooms  and  shops,  it  must  be 
bad  for  the  air-passages,  the  lining  membrane  of  the  air-tubes. 

3320.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  gas  used  in  this  town  diffuses  on 
combustion  a certain  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  ? — I am. 

3321.  (Chairman)  Besides  the  general  impression  which  you  have  of  its  effects,  do 
you  think  you  could  trace  any  individual  instances  of  such  bad  effects  ? — I have  frequently 
found  people  complain  of  the  gas,  and  I have  gone  into  close  rooms  where  three  or  four 
lights  have  been  burning,  and  have  found  sulphuric  acid  tliere. 

3322.  Could  you  give  us  any  instance  of  any  person,  whose  health  was  affected  to  any 
appreciable  degree  by  the  bad  quality  of  the  gas  ? — I cannot  say  that  this  actually  ever 
brought  on  a case  of  bronchitis  ; but  I should  say  tliat  where  people  are  suffering  from 

hronic  bronchitis,  or  where  there  is  any  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  sulphurous 
acid  gas  would  have  a tendency  to  increase  it. 

3323.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  can  speak  of  it  as  exerting  an  unwholesome  influence  generally, 
but  not  as  having  any  particular  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  cholera  ? — No. 

3324.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  any  other  observations  to  offer  ? — I think  not. 

3325.  (Tlie  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians.)  I believe  your  practice  has  not  been 
principally  amongst  the  humbler  classes  ? — My  practice  is  a good  deal  amongst  the  humbler 
classes  as  well  as  the  better  classes. 

3326.  Is  it  any  part  of  your  duty  as  surgeon  to  the  police  force  to  inspect  the  ash-pits 
and  to  ascertain  whether  there  has  been  white- washing  in  the  internal  part  of  the  houses? 
— It  is  not  my  duty  as  the  police  surgeon  ; I never  had  such  instructions  issued  to  me  by 
the  police  authorities. 

3327.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  tell  me  whether  the  medical  distilct  officer,  in  whose 
district  these  localities  are  which  you  have  been  speaking  of,  would  not  be  able  to  form  a 
better  judgment  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  localities  than  yourself? — I am  daily 
in  those  localities ; I attend  the  manufactory  of  Locke,  Blacket  and  Company ; they  have 
nearly^  500  people,  and  they  are  scattered  about  the  different  low  localities  of  the  town, 
the  same  as  your  paupers  are. 

3328.  (Mr.  Simon.)  As  surgeon  to  the  ])olice,  do  you  visit  the  members  of  the  police 
force  in  their  different  residences  ? — Yes. 

3329.  Are  these  also  scattered  about  the  town?— Yes  ; and  I am  frequently  called  in, 
at  the  instance  of  the  police,  to  people  who  have  received  accidents  and  injuries,  that 
come  before  the  police. 

3330.  (ChoArman)  Have  you  such  an  experience  of  these  dlstiacts  as  would  justify  you, 
as  a medical  man,  in  forming  a confident  opinion  upon  these  points  ? — I have. 


Thomas  A.  Furness,  Esq.,  sworn. 

3331.  (ChoArman.)  You  are  surgeon,  I believe,  to  the  Newcastle  dispensary;  and  were 
formerly  assistant  ? — Yes. 

3332.  And  to  the  eastern  dispensary  also  ? — I am. 

3333.  How  many  years  have  you  practised  in  this  town? — About  fifteen  years,  I 
think,  since  1839.  I have  known  the  town  since  1832.  I then  came  as  an  apprentice 
to  Sir  J ohn  Fife. 

3334.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  annual  reports,  either  of  the 
infirmary,  dispensary,  or  fever  hospital  of  this  place,  as  regards  either  statements  of  fact 
or' expressions  of  opinion  ? — I should  think  they  were  generally  correct. 
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3335.  During  your  services  at  the  dispensary,  have  you  been  accustomed  to  visit  patients  T.A.  Furness,  Esq. 

at  their  own  residences  ? — I have.  

3336.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  localities  in  which  the  epidemics  that  you  can  23d  dm..  1854. 

remember,  Avere  chiefly  prevalent  ? — Yes.  ’ 

3337.  Will  you  mention  two  or  three  of  them  ? — Sandgate,  Pandon,  Blyth's  Nook, 

Craig’s-alley,  Pandon  Dean,  Castle  Garth,  and  the  Close. 

3338.  As  surgeon  to  the  eastern  dispensary  also,  have  you  had  occasion  to  see  patients 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  ? — I have. 

3339.  Have  you  had  such  an  acquaintance  with  these  localities  as  would  enable  you  to 
form  a confident  opinion  as  to  their  sanitary  condition  ? — I think  I have. 

3340.  What  generally  would  be  your  opinion  of  the  state  of  these  places,  say  in  the 
years  1848  and  1849  ; were  they  then  in  a good  condition? — I have  never  seen  them  in 
what  I call  a good  condition. 

3341.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  places,  say  in  1848  and  1849,  as  compared  with 
what  it  is  at  the  present  time  ? — In  1848  and  1849  I di<l  not  visit  these  places  so  mucii. 

I was  not  then  assistant  to  tlie  Newcastle  dispensary,  and  was  not  so  well  acquainted  witli 
them. 

3342.  Have  you  very  recently  visited  some  of  these  localities  ? — I have. 

3343.  Inspecting  them  minutely  ? — Some  of  them  I luwe  inspected  mi nutety  ; others 
not  very  minutely. 

3344.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  their  state  at  that  recent  period  when  you  did  inspect 
them  ? — It  was  very  bad. 

3345.  Do  you  think  worse  or  better  than  immediately  before  the  last  outbreak  of 
cholera  ? — I saw  very  little  change. 

3346.  You  think  they  were  then  in  as  bad  a state  as  they  are  now  ? — I tliink  they  were 
very  much  the  same,  as  far  as  I saw. 

3347.  When  you  say  that  you  have  never  seen  them  in  what  you  call  a geo  1 condition, 
what  points  would  you  specially  allude  to  as  evidences  of  their  being  in  a bad  condition  ? 

— The  lying  about  of  refuse,  human  excrement,  decomposing  animal  and  vegetable  matters, 
stagnant  water,  and  so  on,  the  absence  of  privies,  and  the  want  of  proper  drainage. 

3348.  Are  you  able  to  speak  also  as  to  the  interior  of  the  houses  ? — Some  of  tliem  are 
very  damp. 

3349.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  easy,  taking  Sandgate  as  a district,  taking  Pandon  and 
thereabouts  as  a district,  and  taking  Castle  Garth,  the  Close,  and  thereabouts  as  a district, 
to  put  those  districts  generally  into  a condition  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — I fear  as  to 
some  of  them  it  would  not  be  easy. 

3350.  As  to  the  interior  of  the  houses  in  these  districts,  is  there  any  other  defect 
besides  dampness  which  you  have  noticed  ? — The  want  of  ventilation. 

3351.  Was  that  want  of  ventilation  a want  inherent  in  the  form  and  construction  of 
the  courts  and  houses  ? — In  many  of  them  it  was. 

3352.  Have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  overcrowding? — Yes;  I have  seen  over- 
crowding. 

3353.  At  some  one  particular  time,  or  habitually  ? — I have  habitually  seen  over- 
crowding. 

3354.  Did  you  see  a good  deal  of  the  cholera  during  the  late  epidemic? — I did. 

3355.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  ofter  as  to  how  far  tliat  may  have  been  aggravated  by 
the  circumstances  to  which  we  are  alluding? — I think  it  was  very  much  aggravated  l>y 
them. 

3356.  Do  you  think  that  these  districts,  which  I have  mentioned,  could  have  been  put 
into  a condition  so  much  better  as  materially  to  mitigate  the  ravages  of  the  recent 
epidemic  ? — I think  they  could  have  been  put  into  a state  which  would  materially  lia  ve 
mitigated  the  ravages  of  the  epidemic. 

3357.  Supposing  active  temjiorary  measures  of  cleansing,  purifying  and  whitewashing 
and  so  on  had  been  adopted,  do  you  think  that  that  might  have  had  a considerable  effect 
in  mitigating  the  epidemic?— I think  it  would  have  had  an  effect. 

3358.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  as  to  the  quality  of  the  Avater  during  the  past 
year  ? — Y es,  I have  ; it  was  very  bad  in  quality. 

3359.  Do  you  remember  any  dates  specifically  ? — It  Avas  very  bad  in  July,  August,  and 
September.  I recollect  perfectly  that  in  those  months  it  was  very  bad. 

3360.  What  do  you  mean,  Avhen  you  say  that  the  Avater  was  “ bad  ?” — It  Avas  very  bad 
in  colour,  it  had  a very  bad  smell,  a A^ery  unpleasant  taste,  and  certainly  produced  very 
unpleasant  symptoms  sometimes.  I speak  as  regards  myself ; it  gave  me  diarrhoea  tAvo  ox- 
three  times ; at  least  I blamed  it,  I had  nothing  else  that  I could  blame  for  it. 

3361.  When  you  say  bad  in  coloui-,  was  thei’e  any  opacity  about  the  Avatei*,  or  was  it 
a transparent  bright  colour,  such  as  you  habitually  see  in  ]»eaty  water  ? — It  Avas  dirty  ; it 
was  like  diiby  water  ; there  was  a species  of  dai-k  vegetable  matter  floating  about  it,  and  I 
saw  shrimps  in  it.  It  also  had  a very  bad  smell  to  me,  and  there  was  a great  sediment 
when  it  stood. 

3362.  Are  you  confident  as  to  the  bad  smell? — I am;  I expei’ienced  it  myself 

3362a.  Did  you  attribute  it  to  the  presence  of  decomposing  matter? — I attributed  it 
to  that. 
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3363.  A\itli  reference  to  the  taste? — It  was  so  unpleasant  tliat  I was  obliged  to  give 
over  drinking  it.  I speak  for  myself,  and  I advised  some  of  my  patients  also  to  give 
over  drinking  it. 

3364.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  yon  refer  to  the  quality  of  the  water  from  one  tap  only,  or 
from  more  than  one  tap  ? — I saw  it  from  more  than  one  tap  ; it  was  handed  to  me  hy 
some  of  my  patients  who  were  complaining  of  it,  and  they  asked  me  if  I thonglit  it  was 
fit  to  di'ink. 

3365.  Did  they  also  complain  of  tlie  smell  and  taste? — They  did.  I particularly  allude 
to  a family  in  Wellington-terrace  who  conqdained. 

3366.  {Chairman.)  Is  that  in  the  we.st  or  east  part  of  the  town  ? — It  is  in  the  part 
lying  lietween  the  barracks  and  Gallo wgate. 

3367.  With  reference  to  the  attacks  ofdiarrlioea  from  which  you  suffered,  did  you  form 
a .strong  opinion  as  to  the  water  having  had  some  influence  in  producing  them  ? — I blamed 
tlie  water,  and  I tiiink  I am  correct.  I was  of  that  opinion  tlien,  and  I am  of  that 
opinion  now 

3368.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  find  diarrhoea  recur  when  yon  resumed  the  use  of  the 
water,  after  having  discontinued  it  ? — I found  that  once  after  drinking  the  water,  I had 
an  attack  of  diarrlia-;a.  I particularly  noticed  it  ; and  I found  that  after  drinking  the 
water  again  the  next  day,  oi-  it  might  be  two  days  afteinv ard.s,  I was  again  troubled  in 
that  way  ; in  a day  or  two  aftersvaixls,  in  the  same  way ; I blamed  it  and  discontinued 
dibdving  the  water. 

336‘h  After  that  time  did  you  sufier  at  all  from  diarrhoea? — I did  not. 

3370.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Did  these  attacks  follow  so  immediately  after  drinking  the 
waiter,  as  to  be  in  your  mind  clearly  traceable  to  the  effects  of  the  water? — They  followed 
in  a .short  time.  I blamed  the  water,  I may  be  right  or  wrong. 

3371.  {Mr.  Simon)  Did  you  observe  anything  like  that  recurrence  of  diarrhoea  with 
any  of  your  patients  ? — I heard  some  of  my  patients  complain  of  the  water,  that  is  all  I 
can  say. 

3372.  Did  they  complain  of  its  effects,  or  of  its  colour  and  taste? — They  com- 
l>lained  of  its  colour  and  taste  ; and  they  said  that  they  believed  it  had  an  unpleasant 
effect  upon  them. 

3373.  But  not  more  definitely  than  that? — Not  more  definitely. 

3374.  Did  they  speak  either  of  purging  or  of  vomiting  as  re.sulting  from  it  ? — No,  I 
cannot  say  that  they  did. 

3375.  Did  3’ou  make  any  chemical  examination  of  the  water? — No,  I am  not  compe- 
tent to  do  .so. 

3376.  {Chair, ’nan.)  Did  you  ever  take  a bottle  containing  the  water  supplied  by  this 
company  to  a meeting  of  the  board  of  guardians  to  exhibit  it  ? — I did. 

3377.  Was  it  taken  from  a ])atient’s  house? — It  was  given  to  me  in  a patient’s  house, 
’fhere  were  several  bottles  standing  there,  three,  I think,  and  they  handed  one  to  me  and 
asked  me  if  I thought  the  water  was  fit  for  human  beings  to  drink ; I said  I did  not 
think  so. 

3378.  kl/r.  Simon.)  Did  that  water  have  an  unpleasant  smell  ? — I did  not  smeU  the 
water  ; I sealed  it  up,  and  took  it  to  the  board  of  guardians.  I i:ecollect  very  well  that 
Till-.  Ridley,  the  vice-chairman,  was  there,  and  he  made  a remark  that  it  was  not  bad,  but 
that  it  wms  not  good  ; but  I tliink  the  general  feeling  seemed  to  be  that  it  was  unusually  bad. 
Some  of  them  seemed  to  have  an  idea  that  it  was  very  bad  ; it  certainly  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  so. 

3379.  {Chairman.)  What  is  your  view  as  to  the  gas  (j[uestion  ? — I cannot  say  that  I 
can  give  any  very  competent  opinion  upon  it  ; the  gas  has  been  complained  of  as  being 
very  bad,  and  if  it  has  the  effect  upon  books  which  they  say  it  has,  it  cannot,  I think, 
but  be  injurious  to  the  luiman  constitution.  I know  that  it  causes  my  eyes  to  smart. 
I blame  it  Avhen  I am  in  a room  where  gas  is  burning ; and  I think  it  must  have  a bad 
effect  upon  the  pulmonary  mucous  membrane. 

3380.  IIa\'e  you  any  knowledge  of  the  locality  in  which  the  garrison  is  situated  ? 
—Yes. 

3381.  Are  you  aware  of  the  circumstaiices  that  occurred  in  that  neighbourhood  during 
the  recent  ejiideraic  ? — Spital  Tongues  was  very  much  affected  with  cholera. 

3382.  And  the  garrison  ? — In  the  garrison  they  had  a good  deal  of  diarrhoea,  but  I 
believe  they  had  no  cholera. 

3383.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  on  that  subject? — I should  say  Spital  Tongues 
is  in  a very  bad  sanitary  state,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  within  the  walls  of  the  garrison 
it  is  pretty  good.  The  men  are  also  more  robust  people.  Sohliers  are  carefully  examined 
before  they  ai'e  enlisted,  and  they  are  among  tlie  most  healthy  of  the  community  ; they 
are  well  clothed,  and  I think,  generally  pretty  well  fed,  and  promptly  attended  to. 

3384.  Discipline,  I suppose,  is  a matter  of  importance  in  such  things?— Yes. 

3585.  Did  you,  in  your  recent  conversation  with  Mr.  Grainger,  express  everything  that 
you  had  to  say  upon  the  point  of  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Health  officers  ? — No  ; I 
waited  upon  Mr.  Gr.ainger  with  Dr.  Robinson  on  Saturday  the  lOth  September.  I heard 
Dr.  Robinson  advise  Mr.  Gminger  to  call  the  profession  and  influential  inhabitants 
together  ; but  l\Ir.  Grainger  seemed  afraid  of  producing  a panic. 
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3386.  That  was  a proper  feeling,  I suppose  ? — I tliijik  a very  ju’oper  feeling,  if  not 
carried  too  far.  But  if  you  are  so  afraid  of  a panic  as  not  to  do  anything  almost,  I think 
that  is  carrying  the  idea  rather  too  far. 

3387.  {Mr.  (Jrairr/er.)  Mr.  h’urness  has  said  that  it  was  carrying  the  fear  of  a ])aiiic 
too  far  not  to  do  anything.  Is  Mr.  Furness  aware  that  on  the  evening  of  my  arrival  here, 
when  the  guardians  met,  twenty-two  additional  medical  appointments  were  made  on  my 
suggestion  ? — (Mr.  Furness.)  I merely  say  that  carrying  the  fear  of  producing  a panic 
too  far,  was  not  a very  good  thing. 

3388.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  further  ? — I thouglit  that  upon  the  receipt  of 
Dr.  Robinson’s  letter,  something  more  ought  to  have  been  done  by  the  General  Board 
of  Health  than  sending  word  that  they  were  watching  the  disease  on  the  continent ; 
I thought  it  was  trifling  with  a very  seilous  affair  rather  too  much. 

3389.  Proceed;  we  wish  to  have  your  whole  opinion  on  these  matters.--!  think  there 
was  a neglect  in  not  sooner  looking  after  Newcastle,  upon  the  receipt  of  Dr.  Robinson’s 
letter,  sent  to  tlie  General  Board  of  Health  on  the  2d  of  Septemlier.  It  was  tantalizing, 
their  sending  word  that  they  were  watching  the  disease  on  the  Continent. 

3390.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  consequence  of 
that  and  other  similar  communications  from  other  places  1 — I am  not  cognizant  of  any 
efforts  which  they  made  here. 

3391.  I mean  of  the  efforts  which  they  made  in  London,  with  a view  to  being  enabled 
to  respond  to  that  communication  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  any  ; I thought  that  their 
officers,  when  they  came  here,  ought  to  have  called  the  medical  profession  and  influential 
inhabitants  together. 

3392.  Is  that  all  ? — I thought  the  arrangements  were  slow  and  insufficient. 

3393.  Do  you  mean  both  before  and  after  the  appearance  of  the  Board  of  Health  officei's 
here  ? — Yes,  I certainly  think  so.  I -find  that  on  September  the  23d  Dr.  Gavin  stated 
at  the  board  of  guardians,  that  he  had  the  previous  night  nearly  completed  his  organization. 
I take  that  from  the  Neivcasile  Chronicle  of  September  the  30th,  so  that  on  the  22d  of 
September  he  had  nearly  completed  his  organization.  Noav,  on  the  20th  of  September 
the  deaths  were  118;  on  the  21st  they  fell  to  eighty-four.  On  the  22d  of  September  the 
deaths  were  only  sixty,  so  that  Dr.  Gavin  had  got  his  arrangements  nearly  completed, 
when  the  deaths  were  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  maximum  ; and  I think  that  was 
slow.  They  neglected  also  to  make  known  jniblicly  their  arrangements.  I have  never 
learned  to  this  day  what  the  arrangements  Avere.  If  I had  wanted  any  blankets  for  poor 
people,  I did  not  knoAv  that  there  were  any  depots  for  such  things.  Mr.  Winship,  who  is  the 
medical  officer  to  the  imion  in  our  district,  Avas  ill.  The  peo]de  were  besieging  my  door, 
close  beside  his,  from  his  district ; I did  not  knoAA*  Avhere  to  send  them  ; I could  not  attend 
to  them  myself,  and  I thought  I ought  to  have  knoAvn  Avhose  duty  it  Avas  so  to  do. 
I thought  some  arrangement  ought  to  have  Iieen  })ublicly  made  as  to  Avhere  I could  send 
them.  I did  not  know  Avhetlier  Mr.  Winship  had  an  assistant ; and  it  Avas  A^ery  lamentable 
for  me  to  have  to  send  away  ])eople  in  distress,  Avhen  I could  not  tell  them  Avhere  to  go  or 
where  to  seek  for  assistance.  I have  met  them  in  the  street  toAvards  the  afternoon, 
telling  me  they  had  been  rumiiug  about  all  day,  seeking  for  a medical  man,  Avithout 
being  able  to  find  one,  and  begging  and  imploring  me  to  go  Avith  them. 

3394.  What  date  Avas  this  ? — I cannot  exactly  remember.  I remember  a Amry  old  man  ; 
I was  in  a great  hurry ; I took  compassion  upon  him  and  Avent  to  see  his  Avife  ; it  was  at 
the  end  of  Loav  Friar  Street,  I could  gb  to  the  house,  but  I do  not  remember  the  name. 

3395.  The  date  in  such  inatters  as  that  is  all  important? — I cannot  rememlier  the  date, 
it  was  during  the  epidemic ; I thought  that  the  arrangements  ought  to  have  lieen  publicly 
known  by  that  time  : 1 am  convinced  that  there  had  l>een  plenty  of  time  to  make  the 
arrangements  public.  And  I think  the  medical  men  in  the  toAvn,  at  least,  ought  to  have 
known  what  arrangements  were  made.  There  was  a seciecy  about  the  arrangements,  I 
thought.  I do  not  know  that  it  Avas  intentional ; but  I thought  they  should  have  been 
made  public,  and  I think  the  medical  men  should  have  been  invited  to  co-ojierate. 

3396.  You  are  speaking  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  board  of  guardians,  on  the 
advice  or  Avith  the  assistance  oi‘  concurrence  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  ? — I do 
not  know  to  this  day  anything  of  the  arrangements.  A person  came  to  me  and  asked  me 
if  I could  send  any  one  up  to  the  tents.  I knew  nothing  about  the  tents.  If  I had  asked 
any  person  to  go  to  the  tents,  they  Avould  have  asked  me  : “ Mr.  Furness,  Avhat  are  the 
“ arrangements  about  the  tents  ; is  there  any  bedding  there?”— “I  do  not  knoAv.”  “ Is  there 
“ any  fire  there  ? ” — “ I do  not  knoAV.”  “ Is  there  any  water  there?” — “I  do  not  know.”  “Is 
“ there  any  food  for  us  there  ? ” — “ I do  not  knoAv.”  “ Where  are  we  to  get  it  ? ”■ — “ I can- 
“ not  tell.”  Could  I,  under  such  circumstances  as  these,  send  any  one  into  the  tents  Avhen  I 
could  give  him  no  information  whatever  about  them  ? 

3397.  Do  you  doubt  that  all  requisites  would  have  been  provided,  as  well  as  tents?— It 
might  be  so  ; I know  nothing  about  the  arrangements.  I do  not  doubt  but  that  these 
requisites  were  provided,  but  I know  nothing  about  them. 

3398.  Would  it  be  reasonable  to  doubt,  where  either  the  board  ofgixardians  or  the  Board 
of  Health  officers  or  any  public  body  established  such  things,  that  all  requisites  would 
have  been  provided  along  with  them  ? — It  miglit  not  be  very  reasonable  to  doubt  it, 
but  it  seemed  to  me  that  I ought  to  have  known. 
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•3399.  Do  you  think  that  any  one  ever  seriously  douhted  it  ? — I do  not  know  that  they 
did.  I waited  upon  Mr.  Harvey,  one  of  the  poor  law  medical  officers,  when  he  was  ill 
and  volunteered  to  see  any  patients  for  him.  He  asked  me  if  I would  take  a district  and 
I said  no.  I particularly  told  Mr.  Harvey  that  I could  not  take  any  district. 

3400.  It  was  suggested  to  us  originally,  that  the  Board  of  Health  officers  had  done 
unwisely  in  sending  for  medical  students  from  afar,  instead  of  employing  the  practi- 
tioners of  the  town,  and  now  you  say  that  you  yourself  declined  to  take  a district? 
—I  did. 

3401.  Do  you  tliink  that  many  others  of  the  practitioners  of  the  town  would  similarly 
have  declined,  supposing  the  Board  of  Health  officers  had  applied  to  them  to  take  districts? 
— I cannot  speak  for  others. 

3402.  What  were  your  peculiar  motives  in  declining  to  take  a district  ? — Because  I had 
a good  deal  to  do  in  private  practice  and  could  not  attend  to  a district  properly. 

3403.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  state  that  you  did  not  know  anything  about  the  arrange- 
ments ? — I do. 

3404.  And  when  poor  people  applied  to  you  you  could  not  tell  them  anything  about 
them  ? — No,  I could  not. 

3405.  Could  you  not  have  referred  them  to  anybody  who  could  have  helped  them  in 
that  way  ? — Indeed  I could  not ; I did  not  know  where  to  refer  them  ; I might  have  sent 
them  to  medical  gentlemen  that  I knew,  but  they  might  not  have  found  them  in. 

3406.  Did  it  never  occur  to  you  that  the  board  of  guardians  were  entrusted  with  the 
attendance  of  the  sick  ? — The  board  of  guardians  were  not  sitting  during  the  day. 

3407.  You  were  quite  ignorant  of  any  quarter  to  which  you  could  have  sent  them  for 
assistance  ? — I was  ignorant.  I remember  very  well  telling  those  persons  that  they  had 
really  better  go  down  to  the  Central  Station  Hotel,  and  ask  Dr.  Gavin  where  to  go,  for 
I could  not  tell  them. 

3408.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  otlier  medical  men  were  equally  uninformed  with  yourself 
upon  those  points  ?— Yes. 

3409.  {Chairman.)  In  stating  that  you  thought  the  Board  of  Health  might  have  done 
more  than  sending  down  word  that  they  were  watching  the  disease  on  the  Continent,  did 
you  refer  to  a passage  in  the  letter  in  reply  to  Dr.  Robinson’s  letter  ? — Yes. 

3410.  Are  you  aware  of  the  words  immediately  following  the  words  to  which  you 
thus  refer  ? — I do  not  recollect  them  at  present.  I have  no  d(uibt  I have  seen  them, 
because  I have  read  the  letter  over. 

3411.  The  words,  to  which  I allude,  are  part  of  the  same  sentence,  and  are  as  follows  ; 
viz.,  that  the  Board  of  Health  are  also  “ closely  watching  the  progress  of  the  disease  in 
“ this  country  ?”  — I do  not  recollect  that  ; I have  no  doubt  it  is  so.  I remember  the 
other  passage  ; it  struck  me  as  being  rather  peculiar. 

3412.  {Mr.  Simon.)  I am  sure  you  will  agree  Avith  the  Commi.ssion  that  it  is  likely  to 
produce  a wrong  impression,  as  to  the  interest  which  the  Board  of  Health  took  in  that 
very  important  crisis,  if  only  a fragment  of  that  letter  is  quoted  ? — I have  not  the  lettei’, 
or  I should  be  very  happy  to  read  the  Avhole  of  it. 

3413.  It  AAuis  a letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Robinson  ? — Yes. 

3414.  And  he  showed  you  the  letter  ?— He  showed  me  the  letter. 

3415.  {Mr.  Grainger.)  I think  the  letter  of  Dr.  Robinson  stated  that  one  case  of 

cholera  had  been  seen  by  him,  and  that  indications  he  thought  threatened  an  attack  of 
cholera.  I think  he  spoke  of  one  case  at  Bill  Quay  ? — {Mr.  Simon.)  Two — {Mr.  Grainger.) 
Two  cases.  Twelve  months  previously,  in  other  various  parts  of  England,  there  had 
been  many  cases  of  cholera,  which  had  not  been  followed  by  any  epidemic  attack ; and 
there  were  several  cases  of  cholera  in  London  just  before  Dr.  Robinson’s  letter  came, 
wliich  had  been  inquired  into  by  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  in  respect  to 
which  it  was  stated,  by  the  medical  officers  of  Lambeth,  Rotherhithe,  and  other  epidemic 
districts  of  London,  that  they  were  sporadic  cases  of  cholera,  and  that  there  were  no 
indications  of  any  epidemic  attack  of  cholera  in  London.  That  was  on  the  30th  of 
August  1853,  three  days  before  Dr.  Robinson’s  letter  arrived  ; and  tlierefore  these  two 
cases  in  Bill  Quay  seemed  likely  to  be  of  the  character  of  those  which  had  occurred  in 
various  parts  of  England,  and  which,  having  been  inquired  into,  had  been  found  not  to 
be  epidemic.  ” 

3416.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Furness.)  Are  you  aware  that  in  other  places,  about  the 
same  period,  cholera  had  occurred  in  a certain  number  of  cases,  without  ever  becoming 
epidemic  ? — I may  have  heard  so.  I do  not  much  recollect. 

3417.  Probably  that  would  account  to  you  partly  for  the  Boaixl  of  Health  not 
immediately  leaping  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  tAVO  cases  mentioned  by  Dr.  Robinson 
must  necessarily  be  the  forerunners  of  a serious  epidemic  of  cholera  here  ? — I have  not 
the  least  doubt  that  the  Board  of  Health  thought  so. 

3418.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  offer  any  evidence? — 
I may  mention  that  there  were  no  proper  places  to  receive  the  dead  previously  to 
interment,  the  dead  lying  amongst  the  living.  I did  not  see  this,  but  I have 
Mr.  Newton’s  authority  for  it.  I belieA’e  Mr.  Gi'ainger  saAV  it  himself. 
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3419.  {The  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.)  I believe  during  the  epidemic  you  had 
not  unfrequently  interviews  with  Mr.  Newton  ? — I do  not  recollect  that  I had.  I saw 
Mr.  Newton  at  the  board  of  guardians,  l)ut  I do  not  recollect  that  1 ever  had  any  other 
interview  with  him.  I may  have  had. 

3420.  You  of  course  sympathised  with  that  section,  of  which  Mr.  Newton  is  a member  ? 
— I do  not  know  what  you  mean.  If  you  mention  to  me  the  particular  things  in  which 
you  think  I sympathise  with  him,  I can  tell  you. 

3421.  You  have  advocated  the  side  of  that  section  of  the  medical  men  in  this  town,  who 
are,  1 believe,  designated  as  the  practical  college  of  science,  or  by  some  such  designation  ? 
— I never  looked  upon  cholera  as  a party  thing. 

3422.  Have  you  not  written  upon  the  sul>ject  ? — No  ; I am  not  aware  that  I have 
written  anything. 

3423.  Have  you  written  anything  with  reference  to  the  board  of  guai’dians,  censuring 
them  ? — I do  not  recollect. 

3424.  Have  yoii  written  any  letters  in  the  public  papers  ? — I never  wrote  any  letter  in 
the  public  papers,  but  one,  when  I wrote  to  correct  a mis-statement  about  myself 

3425.  In  that  letter  did  not  you  undertake  to  pass  an  opinion  upon  the  authorities  with 
reference  to  this  epidemic  ? — I do  not  think  I passed  any  opinion.  I said,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  that  it  was  another  proof  of  the  confusion  and  uncertainty  which  have 
prevailed.  I do  not  remember  the  words  I used  ; but  the  letter  is  on  record. 

3426.  Had  you  never  strong  opinions  upon  that  point  ? — Upon  what  point. 

3427.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  ? — I thought  that  the  arrangements  were 
slow  and  insufficient. 

3428.  You  have  told  us  that  you  felt  great  difficulty,  when  there  was  a necessity  to 
have  clothing,  to  know  where  it  was  to  be  found  ? — I did  not  know  where  it  was  to  be 
found. 

3429.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  to  suggest  to  those  persons  in  need  of  clothing,  that  bv 
an  application  to  the  guardians  they  would  be  informed  ? — It  was  never  made  known  to 
me,  and  I thought  that  it  ought  to  have  been  made  known  to  me  and  other  medical  men. 

3430.  Did  Mr.  Newton  never  tell  you  that  the  relieving  offi'cers  had  instructions  in  all 
cases  to  provide  clothing? — Mr.  Newton  never  told  me  so. 

3431.  Have  you  never  conferred  with  him  as  to  the  defect  of  arrangements  for  suppl3ung 
clothing  ? — No,  I never  recollect  talking  with  Mr.  Newton  upon  it,  any  further  than 
making  a general  remark  that  there  Avas  a defect  in  the  arrangements.  I considered  tliese 
things  defectNe. 

3432.  But  you  never  mentioned  anything  about  the  difficulty  you  felt  as  to  clothing?— 

I do  not  recollect  mentioning  it  particularly  to  Mr.  Newton. 

3433.  In  point  of  fact,  feeling  that  difficulty,  you  never  took  any  steps  to  ascertain 
how  it  could  be  remedied? — I was  very  much  engaged  at  the  time,  and  had  not  time 
to  look  after  these  minuticO.  I think  that  these  things  ought  to  have  been  made  known 
to  me  and  others  interested. 

3434.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  think  tliat  your  not  being  quite  cognizant  of  these 
arrangements  may  have  depended  more  upon  the  fact  of  your  being  very  much  engaged 
than  upon  any  secrecy  in  the  arrangements  themselves  ? — I thought  there  was  a want 
of  pulAlicity  in  the  arrangements  then,  and  I remain  of  the  same  opinion  noAV. 

3435.  {Tlie  Clerk  to  the  Board,  of  Guardians.)  Of  course  you  AA'ould  have  no  time  to  look 
upon  the  A\mlls  to  see  if  there  Avere  any  notices  posted  there  ? — I saw  notices  after  the  15th 
September  upon  the  Avails  relative  to  certain  districts,  and  Avhere  ^^ersons  could  get  medicines. 

3436.  And  clothing? — Tliere  was  nothin.Q-  said  about  clothinc;. 

3437.  Did  you  make  any  complaint  to  the  board  or  to  any  public  authorit}^  as  to  tlie 
want  of  these  proAusions  and  clothing? — No,  I never  made  any  complaint  to  the  board. 

3438.  {Mr.  Bateman  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.)  Were  there  such  notices 
upon  the  Avails  ? — There  Avere. 


Thomas  Leslie  Gregson,  Esq.,  and  Toavu  Councillor,  sAvorn. 

3439.  {Ghayirman.)  You  have  practised  in  Newcastle  as  a surgeon  for  some  years  ?— 
Fifteen  years. 

3440.  You  AA^ere  previously  in  Egypt,  and  saAv  the  cholera  of  1832  there? — Yes,  and  of 
1836  also,  beings  then  surg-eon-in-chief 

3441.  I see  in  some  evidence  Avhich  you  recently  gave  to  Mr.  Grainger,  and  Avhich  he 
forwarded  on  the  12th  September  1853  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  you  said  that 
you  had  had  a distinct  case  of  cholera,  some  six  Aveeks  previous  to  that  time  ? — Most 
decidedly,  about  the  21st  of  July. 

3442.  And  one  ab<jAit  two  Aveeks  previous  ? — The  27th  of  August. 

3443.  You  mentioned  tliat  there  had  been  no  communication  Avhatsoever  between  those 
persons  and  ships  or  sailors  conung  from  anj^  infected  locality  ? — Not  that  I knoAV  of 

3444.  You  also  attended  Avhat  Aveve  considered  to  be  the  first  cases  in  NcAvcastle  ? — Yes, 
in  Fortli-street,  four  in  one  house. 

3445.  Were  those  previous  to  the  cases  at  Bill-quay? — I think 'one  occurred  on  tlic 
night  and  the  other  in  the  morning  of  the  same  day  ; that  is  to  say,  the  1st  of  September 
and  the  31st  of  August. 
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3446.  The  inhabitants  of  these  hovises,  also,  where  these  cases  took  place,  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  shipping  or  sailors  ? — -I  think  not,  for  the  parties  were  generally 
connected  with  the  Carlisle  Railway,  and  I do  not  know  tliat  they  had  anything  to  do 
with  shipping  in  any  manner. 

3447.  Did  yon  say  that  there  were  no  particnlar  causes  of  nnhealthiness  in  the  locality 
where  these  cases  occurred  ? — I should  say  not,  for  the  parties  were  in  a pretty  respectable 
sphere  of  life,  and  a main  sewer  liad  been  put  into  the  street  perhaps  aljout  five  or  six 
months  before.  The  street  was  rather  more  than  an  average  good  street.  The  houses  were 
not  crowded,  and  one  side  of  the  street  was  a total  blank.  The  railway  wall  was  opposite. 
I should  say  the  air  was  good,  and  many  of  the  circumstances  very  favourable. 

3448.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  state  of  the  drainage  in  that  street  ? — I think 
various  of  those  houses  liad  not  a communicating  drain  into  the  main  sewer.  One  house 
had  a communicating  drain  and  a water-closet,  and  there  were  two  very  severe  cases  in 
that  house.  Tlie  people  were  in  good  circumstances,  and  with  every  comfort  that  they 
could  obtain. 

3449.  You  would  not  expect  that  the  mere  fact  of  having  a Avater-closet  in  a house 
would  secure  to  the  inmates  any  immunity,  if  its  other  arrangements  were  in  a bad 
condition? — I should  think  very  often  a water-closet  is  a source  of  prejudice  in  itself. 

3450.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  Avish  to  speak? — I can  mention 
that  I saAV  cases  of  cholera  in  NeAvcastle  in  most  ]iarts  of  tlie  town,  and  in  many  which  I 
consider  Amry  healthy  and  Avell  situated.  For  instance,  I saAv  cases  of  cholera  in 
Collingwood  Street,  close  to  my  own  house,  Avhich  is  a very  excellently- drained  street,  and 
I believe  they  have  all  those  conveniences  Avhich  have  been  refen-ed  to — drains,  probably, 
as  well  as  Avater-closets. 

3451.  Wliat  is  the  special  locality  in  Collingwood  Street  Avhei-e  these  cases  occiu'red  ? — 
I think  No.  3,  as  far  as  I recollect. 

3452.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Your  oAvn  house  is  at  the  corner  ? — Yes. 

3453.  ATas  it  next  to  5mn  ? — ^Yes  ; then  further  along  the  street,  on  tlie  opj)osite  or  the 
drained  side,  tliere  Avere  cases  which  I did  not  see,  but  I knoAV  that  jieople  died  in  that 
street.  Then  again  over  at  the  Spital,  in  a very  open,  airy  situation,  there  were  two 
cases  of  cholera  in  a house,  and  the  people  certaiidy  Avere  in  good  circumstances,  and  I 
can  see  no  reason  Avhy  they  should  have  been  attacked. 

3454.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  inspect  the  premises  minutely  on  each  occasion  ? — I did 
not  inspect  the  premises,  because  I was  pretty  well  aware  of  their  condition.  I saw 
nothing  by  Avhicb  I covdd  account  for  those  attacks. 

3455.  Were  those  houses  in  Colliiigwood-street,  to  Avhich  you  allude,  all  furnished  with 
Avater-closets  and  drains? — I thiidc  they  Avere,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

3456.  (J/r.  Simon.)  Had  they  priAues  besides  tlie  Avater- closets,  or  had  they  only 
Avater-closets  ? — I think  only  Avater-closets.  In  short,  various  of  them  have  no  room  for 
priAues.  There  must  eithei-  lie  Avater-closets,  or  the  refuse  must  be  carried  out  in  the 
morning. 

3457.  Do  you  su}»pose  that  in  these  houses  the  servants  as  Avell  as  the  masters  and 
mistresses  use  AA'ater-closets  ? — I should  think  it  more  than  probable. 

3458.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  knoAv  Avhether  in  these  houses,  to  which  you  are  alluding, 
the  refuse  Avas  actually  carried  through  the  house  in  the  morning,  or  Avhether  they  actually 
had  AAUiter-closets  ? — In  the  one  that  I most  allude  to,  I certainly  do  not  know  Avhether 
it  Avas  carried  out  or  not. 

3459.  {Mr.  Keivton.)  AVliat  is  the  condition  of  the  back  premises  on  the  north  and 
south  sides  of  CollingAvood  Street — of  Pudding  Chare,  on  the  north  aide  of  Collingwood 
Street,  in  Avhich  there  Avere  twenty-five  deaths  from  cholera — and  of  Denton  Chare,  on 
the  south  side,  Avhere  there  Avere  a fearful  numlAer  also  ? or  do  you  know  the  condition  of 
the  houses  in  Denton  Chare  and  in  Pudding  Chare  ? — Yes,  I think  I have  a pretty  good 
idea,  being  in  my  OAvn  locality.  Certainly  I cannot  say  Avhether  they  have  Avater-closets 
or  not,  but  I knoAV  that  the  lilth  i.s  carried  to  the  doors,  having  seen  it.  From  Denton 
Chare  they  bidng  their  buckets  out  into  Collingwood  Street. 

3460.  [Chairman.)  Sujrposiug  it  .sliould  turn  out  that  Collingwood  Street  has,  clo.se  on 
the  one  side,  a Amry  bad  place  called  Pudding  Chare,  and  on  the  other  side  also  a very 
bad  place  called  Denton  Chare  ; yon  Avould  not  be  surprised,  proliably,  at  some  mortality 
arising  in  these  Collingwood  Street  houses,  even  supposing  those  houses  themselves  had 
been  })ut  into  a proper  sanitary  condition? — KnoAving  that  cholera  Avas  in  the  atmosphere, 

I felt  no  surprise  at  finding  it  in  any  jiart  of  the  toAvn  Avhatever.  It  is  the  thing  I 
expected,  and  confidently  looked  foi’,  Avhen  I kneAV  it  was  in  Hamburgh  and  Copenhagen. 

3461.  You  <lo  not  see  any  connexion  of  cause  and  effect  l)etAveen  filth  in  the  vicinity, 
and  mortality  in  the  houses  ? — Of  course,  the  cleaner  the  neighbourhood  is,  tlie  better  the 
sanitary  condition  Avill  be  ; Imt  I deny  in  toto  that  filth  has  anything  to  do  with  cholera 
Avhatsoever,  and  I maintain  that  I have  seen  it  break  out  in  places  Avhere  you  could  not 
find  any  bad  sanitary  arrangement  I recollect  tliat  at  Alexandria  the  fleet  was  sent  out 
to  sea  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  cholera ; and  on  board  one  frigate  the  cholera  broke 
out — althongh  she  Avas  cruizing  several  miles  from  the  port — and  265  Avere  throAvu 
overboard  in  eight  days. 
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3462.  Was  the  ventilation  good  in  that  frigate  ? — -Of  course,  with  open  gun  ports  on 
each  side,  it  is  the  most  admiraldy  ventilated  huilding  you  can  conceive  in  a warm 
climate.  There  is  another  point — the  hosjhtal  in  Alexandria  I consider  a model  hospital, 
and  one  of  the  best  in  the  world,  containing,  on  the  average,  from  1,000  to  1,-500  sick 
and  wounded.  The  cholera,  in  LS36,  broke  ont  in  that  hospital.  Every  room  in  that 
hospital,  with  the  exception  of  four,  contained  no  more  tlian  six  beds  ; each  room  had  a 
separate  window  and  door,  witli  an  open  arcade  running  round  in  front.  Taken  alto- 
gether, I should  say  it  was  a model  building  of  the  sort.  The  cholera  broke  out  there, 
and  on  the  first  night,  before  we  were  aware  almost  that  it  was  in  the  neighbourhood, 
twenty-seven  of  the  ordinary  patients  of  that  hospital  died.  After  three  Aveeks  tlie  disease 
spread  into  the  town,  and  was  vei'y  consideral)ly  firtal. 

3463.  Do  you  think  that  cholera  in  its  ravages  is  independent  of  predis[)Osing  local 
causes  ? — No,  I certainly  do  not ; and  one  predisposing  cause  is  lowne.?s  of  level  and  damp- 
ness ; but  I do  not  by  any  means  admit,  either  tliat  low  level  or  that  filtli  is  very  likely  to 
cause  the  ravages  of  cholera.  I rather  hold  that  in  a very  dirty,  filthy  neighbourhood, 
there  are  generally  people  of  a corresponding  stamp  ; they  are  either  dissolute  in  their 
habits,  or  intemperate  and  badly  clothed  and  badly  fed,  and  very  ]Aossibly  all  their  money 
going  in  the  shape  of  drink  ; and  therefore  they  are  more  subject  to  any  e})idemic. 

3464.  [Mr.  Si7iion.)  Can  you  state  whether  tliat  house  in  Forth  >Street,  Avhere  the  four 
cases  occurred,  was  drained  into  the  seAver  ? — 1 think  it  is  not ; the  next  one  is,  and  tAvo 
cases  occurred  in  that.  I may  also  mention  tliat  I saAv  a numlier  of  cases  in  Blandforc 
Street,  in  the  best  part  of  it.  I do  not  think  it  is  considered  a bad  street  by  any  means 
Again,  1 saAV  cases  in  ElsAvick  Lane,  part  of  the  highest  ground  in  tins  town.  I also  saAv 
a case  in  ElsAvick  Roav,  Avhich  is  reckoned  a A^eiy  Avell  situated  roAv  of  houses.  I saw 
cases  at  Low  BenAvell,  on  the  open  turnpike,  with  the  breeze  of  the  river  and  everything 
in  their  favour,  I .should  say;  and  I knoAV  thsi;  at  another  place  called  the  Crooked 
Billet,  a man  died  also,  and  I should  say  that  lie  cmdd  not  liave  had  a more  favourable 
situation.  It  AAms  Amry  nearly  exempt  from  any  pernicious  influence  from  NeAvmastle  at 
any  rate- 

3465.  (Cliairman.)  Are  you  minutely  acquainted  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  these 
places  ? — I cannot  say  that  I am  minutely  acijuainted  Avith  them,  beyond  liaving  freijuently 
visited  those  iflaces,  and  having  a general  idea  of  them,  and  of  the  toAvn  in  general 

3466.  You  knoAv  from  their  situation  that  they  ought  to  be,  Of  might  be  healthy  ? — 
Yes. 

3467.  You  are  not  aAvare  whether  they  are  liealthy,  or  wliethei  the  i>rivy  arrangements, 
scavenging,  and  so  on,  are  in  a good  state  ? — I should  think  that  the  privy  ari’angement, 
in  many  of  the  cases,  paiiicularly  in  the  outskirts,  Avas  the  general  rule,  and  not  water- 
closets. 

3468.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  feel  interest  enough  in  the  subject  to  make  it  a matter  of 
inquiry  ? — I feel  a very  great  interest,  something  more  than  interest  almost,  very  nearly 
indignation,  I think  ; for  I aauII  undertake,  on  the  same  evidence,  to  damn  any  toAvn,  an 
old  toAvn,  particularly  a fortified  toAvn.  I cannot  for  the  life  of  me  think  that  this  is  an 
inquiry  either  justified,  or  altogether  impartially  conducted.  I think  the  (questions  haA© 
been  leading  questions.  I Avill  take  any  other  town — Paris,  Rome,  Florence,  Naples — 
any  that  you  like,  or  that  I am  familiar  Avith  to  any  extent,  and  will  damn  any  one,  and 
point  out  a plague  .sj)ot. 

346!).  (Chairman.)  Do  you  tliiidv  tliat  in  any  other  toAVUS  in  England  you  Avould  find 
])laces  altogether  as  bad  as  those  A\'e  liaA’e  laid  eAudenee  of  here  ? — 1 think  in  Liverpool, 
certainly  as  liad  ; and  Avorse  in  GlasgOAv  and  Edinburgh,  Avith  which  I am  familiar. 

3470.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Would  this  matter  interest  you  sufficiently  to  induce  you  to  give 
us  your  list  in  detail,  and  to  append  to  each  case  the  result  of  a detailed  examination  of 
the  liouse  ? That,  of  course,  Avould  be  a great  deal  too  much  for  us  to  claim  at  your 
hands  ; but  if  you  Avould  be  Avilling  to  do  it  Ave  should  be  very  much  indebted  to  you  ? — -T 
have  no  doubt  that  I could  do  so  ; lint  it  is  not  a very  pleasant  circumstance  to  go  to  a 
jierson’s  house  and  ask  to  see  their  Avater-closets,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I think,  as 
far  as  the  general  arrangements  of  the  houses  go,  |iroliably  I knoAV  as  much  of  those  houses 
as  other  gentlemen  avIio  have  given  eAudence  respecting  them. 

3471.  Your  position,  as  Ave  have  understood  it,  was  this  : that  these  are  illustrations,  or 
instances  of  the  occun'ence  of  cholera  in  places  not  ^iresenting  any  sanitary  defects ; and 
as  in  ansAver  to  our  ipiestions  you  did  not  ap]iear  to  knoAV  quite  accurately  Avhat  Avas  their 
condition,  even  in  respect  of  the  all-imyiortant  sanitary  jiarticular  of  house  drainage,  Ave 
thought  that  perha]isit  Avindd  lie  satisfactory  to  you,  as  Avell  as  to  us,  ifyou  Avoidd  do  that 
much,  in  order  to  clea-r  up  the  uncertainty  noAV  attending  tho.se  quasi-illastrations  ? — I 
cannot  say  that  I attach  much  importance  to  it;  because  I kncAAg  from  my  OAvn  personal 
experience,  that  in  my  house  those  sanitary  conditions,  in  my  estimation,  haA^e  been  very 
prejudicial  on  many  occa.sions.  1 luiAm  found,  Avhen  a hea\"y  rain  took  place  in  NeAvcastle, 
that  the  smell  of  tlie  house  Avas  really  intolerable.  The  main  seAver  Avas  flooded  ; and  the 
foul  gases  generated  in  that  scAver,  Avere  driA^en  back  by  the  reflux  of  the  Avater  into  my 
house. 

3472.  Surely,  in  giving  us  your  (leliberate  [irofe.s.sional  tqiiuion,  you  do  not  speak  of 
those  as  saidtary  arrangements? — I ,say  tliev  are  insanitary. 
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3473.  (Chairman.)  With  reference  to  your  own  street  I think  we  have  it  in  evidence 
that  imihediatel}''  at  the  hack  of  it  you  liave  a chare  in  a very  indifferent  condition,  and 
that  your  own  house  is  liable  to  be  deluged  by  stiuking  sewer  gases.  Under  those  circum- 
stances you  woidd  not  probably  be  surprised  at  the  cholera  taking  possession  of  your 
house,  or  of  your  neighbour's  house  or  anybody  else's  house,  that  might  be  in  a similar 
situation  ? — I should  think  the  communicating  drain  was  a very  likely  cause  of  its  doing 
so,  provided  there  had  been  cholera ; but  I deny  that  this  communicating  drain  or  filth 
of  any  kind  could  originate  it  in  any  shape,  it  being  a poison  of  foreign  origin  and  not 
a native  of  this  country. 

3474.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  As  far  as  the  attack  of  a town  by  cholera  is  concerned,  do  you 
think  that  it  is  immaterial  whether  that  town  is  in  a cleanly  or  dirty  state  ? — I do  not 
think  that  in  any  place  you  will  find  a decent  mechanic,  that  is,  a sober  man,  who  will 
inhabit  a dirty  neighbourhood  ; and  the  finding  of  a dirty  neighbourhood  ravaged  by 
cholera  merely  proves  to  me,  that  the  people  suffer  those  ravages  because  they  are  them- 
selves in  the  condition  which  I have  before  described. 

3475.  Did  you  mean  us  to  infer,  that  you  thought,  because  such  evidence  as  we  have 
heard  would  damn  all  the  old  fortified  towns  in  the  country,  this  was  a sufficient  reason 
for  not  damning  Newcastle  among  the  rest ; or  that  because  other  places  may  be  as  bad  as 
Newcastle,  therefore  Newcastle  should  be  allowed  to  go  on  as  it  is?- — I shoxdd  like  to  see 
them  all  pulled  down  if  you  could  provide  the  money. 

3476.  Your  objection  is  to  the  cost  of  pulling  them  down? — I think  in  this  world  you 
must  do  as  you  can.  In  this  town  the  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  very  much 
inci’eased  of  late  years;  and  I cannot  say  that  the  epidemics  in  Newcastle  have  decreased, 
but  increased. 

3477.  (Mr.  Simon.)  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  your  evidence  upon  the  point  of  the 
increase  of  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  town ; to  which  do  you  principally  refer  ? — In 
Westgate  Street,  up  Westgate  Hill,  there  is  an  entirely  new  main  sewer. 

3478.  Do  the  houses  drain  into  it? — Not  all,  I believe;  they  have  not  been  able  to 
complete  them.  It  has  not  been  very  long  in  existence. 

3479.  Are  there  many  of  the  newly  constructed  sewers,  which  are  liable  to  the  same 
objection  as  that  which  you  quoted  in  Collingwood  Street  ? — ^ I believe  it  is  the  condition 
of  all  sewers;  that  when  the  main  sewer  is  Hooded,  foul  gases  will  be  driven  into  the 
communicatino-  sewers  and  of  course  into  the  houses. 

O 

3480.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Is  it  not  part  of  a good  arrangement  of  the  sewers,  to  provide 
for  the  ventilation  of  those  sewers,  that  the  gases  may  go  off  withoiit  making  use  of  the 
houses  for  that  purpose  ? — I think  it  is  much  better  that  you  should  not  use  the  sewer  at 
all,  instead  of  having  vent  holes  in  the  neiglibourliood. 

3481.  (Chairman.)  Did  you  say,  that  where  you  found  people  dying  in  filthy  localities 
you  thought  that  it  was  not  in  consequence  of  the  filtli  in  the  locality  around  them,  but  of 
their  own  filthy  habits? — I tlfink  it  is  partly  both. 

3482.  To  a certain  degree  you  would  consider  that  that  mortality  was  owing  to  filth  in 
the  vicinity  ? — To  a certain  degree  certainly  ; Avith  this  reservation,  that  a filthy  locality 
AAdll  produce  diseases  of  certain  kinds,  but  not  cholera.  I have  seen  so  much  of  cholera  ; 
and  Avhere  there  Avas  anything  but  that  filtli  Arhich  you  speak  of,  cholera  has  raged  fifty 
times  more  than  it  ever  did  in  the  Nev^'castle  popul.ation. 

3483.  (2Ir.  Neivton.)  Do  not  you  think  that,  in  St.  John's,  the  people  are  filthier  than 
in  Sandgate  ? — No ; but  if  so,  it  proves  to  me,  from  Mr.  Newton's  oAvn  showing,  that 
the  dirtiest  part  of  the  toAvn  has  suffered  least  from  cholera. 

3484.  (Chairman?)  We  have  had  eAudence  to  the  effect  that  Sandgate  has  been 
considerably  inqu’oved  of  late  times — that  it  has  had  paving  and  a little  draining,  and 
considerable  scavenging — in  fact,  I think  that  almost  every  district  medical  officer,  one 
after  another,  has  said  that  Pandon,  and  probably  the  Castle  Garth  and  Close  district 
are  worse  than  Sandgate  ? —I  do  not  think  the  Castle  Garth  is,  by  any  means,  to  be 
placed  on  a footing  with  either  Sandgate  or  Pandon.  I think  the  Castle  Garth,  to  a 
certain  extent,  unexceptionalxle  in  comparison  with  the  other  two  ; but  I certainly  think 
Pandon  as  bad  as  the  other. 

3485.  (Mr.  Neivton.)  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  tAventy-five  persons  died  in 
Pudding  Chare,  close  to  Collingwood  Street,  in  St.  John's  parish ; and  do  you  know  any 
other  portion  of  the  toAvn  that  has  suffered  to  the  same  extent  ? — I can  very  easily 
account  for  it,  on  Mr.  Newton's  shoAving  ; that  Pudding  Chare,  though  not  a dirty 
locality,  is  a most  densely  popidated  one.  I think  that  almost  every  room  contains  not 
only  a family,  but  a number  of  lodgers.  It  is  a very  narrow  kind  of  street,  and  the 
population  is  certainly  very  dense ; and  I think  that  fever,  cholera,  or  any  other 
epidemic  is  A^ery  likely  to  break  out  there.  The  population  is  chiefly  Irish. 

3486.  (Chairman?)  It  is  dirty,  overcroAvded,  and  ill  ventilated? — Yes. 

3487.  Do  you  think  that  those  points  had  anything  to  do  Avith  the  great  mortality 
alluded  to  ? — The  want  of  ventilation,  I should  say,  very  materially.  It  is  the  very 
locality  where  I should  look  for'  it. 

3488.  That  is  an  important  point.  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — It  is  rather  disagreeable 
to  offer.  I would  much  rather  have  had  the  same  examination  as  others,  and  I would 
have  spoken  generally. 
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3489.  The  other  medical  gentlemen  whom  we  have  examined  have  been  officers  either  of 
the  infirmary,  or  of  the  dispensary,  or  of  the  fever  hospital,  or  of  one  or  other  of  the  union 
districts,  necessarily  having  official  cognizance  of  the  contents  of  certain  reports,  from 
which  we  have  drawn  special  information,  or  of  certain  limited  districts,  with  respect 
to  which  we  could  reasonably  expect  definite  official  information  from  them.  You 
happen  to  be  the  first  medical  man  we  have  examined  who  has  not  held  some 
ap23ointnient,  affording  him  an  opportunity  of  act|uiring  official  information  on  some  point 
or  other,  and  affording  us  a clue  whereby  to  examine  him ; but  for  all  that,  we  shall  be 
most  anxious  to  receive  any  evidence  you  may  have  to  give  ? — I am  sure  I have  no 
anxiety  to  be  questioned  whatsoever.  One  remark,  however,  I would  make  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  Avater.  I may  possibly  have  drunk  as  much  dirty  water  as  most  people, 
and  I have  this  to  say,  that  I am  not  aware  that  I ever  suffered  from  dirty  water.  I 
drank  the  Whittle  Dean  water  all  the  time  during  that  ejfidemic.  I cannot  say  that  I 
felt  anything  from  it  except  this,  and  tliis  I maintain  to  be  a general  fact,  that  in  all 
countries  where  cholera  rages  to  a considerable  extent,  there  is  not  one  person  out  of 
three  but  has  pains  in  liis  bowels.  The  water  was  certainly  very  turbid,  very  <lirty, 
and  not  to  be  desired  so  far  as  its  appearance  went ; but  I cannot  say  that  I attribute 
cholera  in  any  respect  to  it  whatsoever. 

3490.  {Mr.  Simon)  Did  you  find  that  it  had  any  unpleasant  taste  or  smell? — I used 
it  at  my  table  every  day.  It  is  very  true  that  I drink  very  little  of  any  liquid  at  table  ; 
but  I never  tasted  a bad  taste,  and  I do  not  believe  a word  of  the  smell.  People  have 
spoken  of  the  Avater  containing  flocculent  matters,  sometimes  darkish,  and  sometimes 
containing  sometliing  like  filaments  of  cotton.  I never  observed  it  at  my  house,  and 
never  smelt  a bad  smell. 

3491.  {Mr.  Mason)  Did  you  filter  it  ? — I never  did.  Another  remark  is  this  ; I have 
the  following  extract  from  a description  of  the  Thames  water  here  : — “The  Avater  itself  is 
“ foetid,  turbid,  and  filthy,  the  foetid  mud  steaming  under  the  sun  at  either  side.  The 
“ inquirer  would  find  that  for  generations  the  Amrious  refuse  and  offixl  of  the  mighty  city 
“ had  been  cast  into  the  stream  to  be  borne  up  and  down  Avith  every  tide,  sinking  into  and 
“ satiu’ating  the  soil  of  its  bed,  sending  forth  poisonous  exhalations,  poisoning  the  popula- 
“ tion."’  I allude  to  the  Thames,  and  I merely  allude  to  it  in  this  way:  I know,  from  practical 
experience,  that  the  merchant  vessels  Avhich  leave  England  derive  almost  aU  their  water 
from  the  Thames.  I knoAV  that  they  take  it  distant  voyages.  I know  also  that  the 
sailors  tell  you  that  the  Thaxnes  water  stinks  three  times,  and  purifies  itself  Noav,  this 
being  the  case — and  I maintain  it  to  be  so,  having  been  in  vessels  Avith  it,  and  having 
found  that  no  one  who  took  tliat  Avater  seemed  to  suffer  not  only  from  cholera,  but  from 
either  diarrhcea  or  dysentery — I think  that  a great  deal  too  much  blame  has  been 
attached  to  the  Whittle  Dean  company  ; though  I think  in  the  hot  Aveather  their  Avater 
has  sometimes  been  shockingly  bad  in  appearance.  I liave  no  connexion  at  all  with 
them  at  present. 

3492.  {A[r.  Simon.)  You  have  adduced  the  case  of  the  Thames,  and  your  argument, 
if  Ave  uuderstand  it  rightly,  Avas  that,  if  these  conditions  of  rivers  were  unAvholesome, 
the  inhabitants  of  London  ought  to  suffer  ? — Yes. 

3493.  Are  you  aAvare  of  the  degree  in  Avhich  those  districts  of  London  Avhich  are 
most  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  Thames  have  suffered  from  cholera  ? — I do  not 
pretend  to  be  aware. 

3494.  Do  you  knoAV  on  the  south  side  of  the  Thames,  Avhere  there  is  extensive  soakage 
of  the  Thames  into  the  soil,  what  the  mortality  from  cholera  Avas  ? — I cannot  tell  you  the 
mortality  from  cholera.  All  I can  say  is  that  it  has  not  been  the  mortality  of  Ncav- 
castle,  London  being  twenty  times  the  size  of  Newcastle,  and  that  therefore  that  is  not 
the  influence. 

3495.  Your  second  point  was  the  consumj)tion  of  Thames  water  for  drinking  at  sea  ? — 
Yes  ; that  Avater  is  shipped  to-day,  and  they  go  to  sea  for  six  months.  It  stinks  three 
times  ; what  water  are  they  drinking  all  that  time  ? — I have  been  myself  at  sea  three 
months  in  a vessel  sailing  from  London,  and  knoAV  that  they  liave  drunk  nothing  else.  It 
is  not  agreealjle,  but  if  it  stinks  three  times,  they  must  drink  it  during  the  once,  tAvice, 
or  thrice,  because  they  have  nothing  else. 

3496.  {Ghxdrma/n.)  Then  do  you  Avish  us  to  infer  that  you  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  diinking  of  stinking  water  is  not  prejudicial  to  health  ? — Of  course  I 
arriA’e  at  the  conclusion  that  bad  Avater  is  very  Ijad  for  the  health.  All  I conclude  is 
this,  that  it  does  not  produce  cholera — cholera  being  a poison  of  which  we  knoAv  nothing. 

3497.  Do  you  tlunk  it  produces  fever? — I think  it  does. 

3498.  Do  you  think,  with  reference  to  the  high  rates  of  mortality,  that  it  might  InxAm 
an  influence  in  SAvelling  them  ? — Possibly  it  might. 

3499.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  as  to  the  gas  ? — I sluxuld  say  tlie  gas  Avas  not  so 
ladlliant  or  s(^  pui’e  as  it  should  be. 

3500.  Can  you  trace  to  the  imjmrity  of  it,  more  or  less,  any  effect  iqxon  the  pixblic 
liealth? — I cannot  say  that  I do.  I should  think  it  might  haAm  an  effect  ; althougli  some 
medical  men  probably  think  that  sulphurous  acid  as  well  as  muriatic  acid  gases  are 
disinfectives.  At  the  same  time  I should  question  whether  the  air  Avas  contaminated  so 
much  with  it  as  you  suggest. 

3501.  {Thr.  Clerl'  to  tlui  Board  of  Gua/ixlians.)  Do  you  think  that  the  sanitary  condition 
of  tlie  town  i)ad  uo  matei-ial  influence  upon  the  mortality  in  the  late  e]iidemic — I do  not 
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say  so  ; I only  say  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  did  not  produce  cholera ; 
having  seen  it  occur  in  localities  as  perfect  as  any  locality  could  he. 

3502.  Have  you  any  opinion  upon  that  point  as  to  sanitary  condition  affecting 
materially  the  amount  of  mortality. — I should  think  it  did  very  materially;  because 
people  who  live  in  an  insalubi’ious  neighboui'hood  are  generally  of  the  same  character, 
and  are  more  rapidly  affected. 

3503.  {Mr.  Bateman)  But  not  as  producing  cholera  you  think  ? — No. 

3504.  {Ghairman.)  As  aggravating  it  ? — Yes. 

3505.  {Dr.  Robinson.)  Predisposing  to  it  ? — Yes. 

3506.  {Chairman)  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Board  of  Healtli  officers  during  their  stay  here  ? — I cannot  say  that  I came  in  contact 
with  them,  except  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  with  Mr.  Grainger.  I understood  that 
he  was  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the  first  outbreak  of  the  cliolera,  and  a friend  of  mine 
suggested  that,  having  seen  some  cases,  it  would  l)c  matter  of  some  interest  to  Mr. 
Grainger  if  I gave  him  an  account  of  them.  I called  upon  LIr.  Grainger,  and  I have  this 
to  sa}",  that  I found  him  an  extremely  gentlemanly,  amiable,  pains-taking  man.  I think 
I had  the  honour  of  conversing  vdth  him  on  many  points,  probably  for  an  hour;  he  also 
accompanied  me  through  various  parts  of  the  town ; and  I showed  him  two  cases  of 
cholera  then  in  a state  of  collapse  ; one  was  at  the  thii’d  dooi'  from  my  own  house,  and  the 
other  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  my  own  house.  As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  I 
have  every  reason  to  think  him  a very  amiable  pains-taking  man.  As  to  the  others,  I 
can  only  judge  from  their  acts,  which  seem  to  have  been  active  and  judicious. 

3507.  Your  opinion  is  rather  favourable  than  otherwise  ? — I have  nothing  to  object  to 
any  amount.  1 think  the  medical  men  might  have  been  consulted  certainly  ; but  that 
was  a matter  of  o[)inion. 

3508.  {Dr.  Robinson.)  Are  a j'ou  member  of  the  saiutary  committee  of  the  town 
council  ? — Yes. 

3509.  You  have  had  experience,  I think,  in  Egypt,  and  peibaps  in  other  countries  as  an 
army  surgeon,  as  well  as  in  matters  affecting  the  health  of  towns.  In  the  course  of  your 
experience,  have  you  had  illustrations  of  tlie  connection  between  impure  water  and 
dysentery,  or  diarrhoea? — I cannot  say  I evei’  saw  what  1 call  bad  water  produce 
dysentery.  I have  seen  a great  deal  of  dysentery,  but  I confess  I could  not  trace  it  to  the 
use  of  bad  water  ; but  I have  no  doubt  that  the  use  of  bad  water  may  produce  dysentery  • 
though  it  will  not  produce  cholera.  With  regard  to  dysentery,  I liave  no  doubt  of  it ; 
but  I think  cholera  just  as  much  a poison  as  small-pox  or  scarlatina. 

3510.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  an 3^  circumstances  which  would  produce  irritation  of 
the  bowels,  wordd  operate  as  a probable  predisposing  cause  to  cholera  ? — Possibly  they 
might  ; but  I by  no  means  take  it  for  gTanted,  because  many  medical  men  of  high  standing 
have  given  the  most  drastic  piu  gatives  in  cholera  cases,  such  as  croton  oil,  and,  according 
to  their  own  showing,  the  success  Avas  tmry  considerable.  1 have  seen  some  attacks  of 
d}'senteiy  cured  liy  a most  violent  purgative,  when  nothing  else  availed.  With  regard  to 
the  bad  water,  no  one  has  a greater  abhorrence  of  it  than  I have  myself,  though  I do  not 
see  the  effects  of  it.  1 think  if  a town  pay  lor  Avater,  they  are  entitled  to  have  it 
not  only  good  but  pleasant  to  the  e3'e. 

3511.  {Mr.  Simon.)  As  3mu  are  a member  of  the  sanitary  committee  of  the  town 
council,  may  I ask  you  Avhether  3-ou  have  any  cognizance  of  that  109th  clause  of  the 
local  Act  of  1846  ever  haAung  been  enforced  during  the  last  seven  years  ; that  is  to  say, 
before  the  autumn  of  last  3'ear  {handing  the  Act  to  the  Witness)  1 — I cannot  say  it  of 
my  own  knowledge.  I liaA'e  been  only  a ferv  months  a member  of  the  sanitary  committee. 

1 can  oidy  say  tliat  the  sanitary  committee  meets  every  fortnight,  and  seems  to  be 
incurring  a Amry  great  expense  for  sanitary  purposes. 

3512.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  1 do  not  think  that  I need  ask  anything  of  you;  I see  that 
you  feel  indignant  and  mortified,  as  many  of  us  do,  at  hearing  so  bad  an  account  of 
ourselA'es.  Indeed  one  feels  quite  satisfied  to  think  that  we  are  all  alive  after  hearing  the 
statements  Avhich  we  have  heard.  You  are  not  a native  of  the  town  ? — No. 

3513.  Therefore  may  I ask  you  a cprestion  Avhich  I could  scarcely  ask  of  a rrative  of  the 
town.  Do  you  perceiA^e  that  the  natives  of  NeAvcastle,  Avho  are  borir  and  brought  up  iir 
the  air  Avhich  Ave  have  heard  described,  are  inferior  in  strength,  in  sineAV  and  in  bone,  or 
inferior  in  stature,  to  the  natives  of  the  more  southern  parts  of  England  ? — I should  say 
quite  the  contrary.  I think  the  NeAvcastle  mechanics  a very  different  race  from  those  of 
iVI  an  Chester  and  Birmingham  certainly. 

{Mr.  Mason.)  Wuth  reference  to  the  observations  which  Mr.  Gregson  has  made,  that 
the  inquiry  has  not  been  inrpartially  conducted,  I have  watched  it  Avith  the  utmost 
attention,  and  I must  say  that  it  has  been  quite  the  contrary ; and  I am  sure  that  every 
individual  around  Avill  say  the  same. 

{Mr.  Gregson)  I im])ute  notliing  to  the  gentlemen  conducting  the  inquiry,  for'  whom  I 
have  the  very  highest  respect,  from  their  manner  and  their  method.  I merely  assume  this. 

I ha\m  seen,  in  a French  court  of  laAv,  that  the  criminal  Avas  always  supposed  guilty,  and 
the  examination  made  him  prove  himself  so.  I atti'il)ute  nothing  to  the  Commissioners, 
but  it  seems  an  assumed  lact  that  NeAvcastle  is  guilty,  and  that  they  are  sitting  in 
judgment  upon  that  supjiosition,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  English  plan  of  assuming 
that  she  ma}^  be  innocent. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


241 


3514.  {Mt,  Simon.)  I may  mention  that,  before  commencing  onr  inquiries  here,  we  looked 
at  some  of  the  districts  of  the  town,  and  got  a general  impression  of  them  for  ourselves. 
That  may  account  for  the  manner  in  which  v/e  have  asked  the  questions,  which,  perhaps, 
have  appeared  to  you  to  be  leading  questions  ? — All  I meant  to  say  was,  that,  by  the  same 
course  of  evidence  I could  convict  any  town,  probably  in  three  parts  of  the  world  in 
which  I have  been. 


William  Frederick  Torcato  Ivey,  Esq.,  sworn. 

3515.  (Chairman)  You  are  assistant  surgeon  of  the  6th  Infantry,  are  you  not? — Yes. 

3516.  That  regiment  was  in  barracks  in  this  town  during  the  recent  epidemic  ? — Yes. 

3517.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  you  became  aware  that  there  would,  very  possibly, 
be  an  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the  autumn  ? — I did  not  expect  nor  hear  of  it  till  it  had 
been  in  the  town  some  few  days.  I had  been  on  the  sick  list. 

3518.  I believe  there  was  a cavalry  corps  in  barracks  at  the  same  time? — A squadron 
of  cavalry — 6th  Dragoons. 

3519.  I believe,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Boate,  assistant  surgeon  to  the  6th  Dragoons, 
you  di’ew  up  and  signed  this  letter  to  Dr.  Andrew  Smith,  director  general  of  the  army 
medical  department  ? — Yes. 

3520.  Do  you  put  this  letter  in  as  part  of  your  evidence  ? — Yes. 


The  follotuing  is  the  letter  in  question. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  18th  October  1853. 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  instant,  we 
have  now  tlie  honour  to  transmit  in  duplicate  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Grainger, 
Superintending  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the  following  particulars  regarding  the 
fatal  outbreak  of  cholera  in  this  town,  in  relation  to  the  troops,  &c.,  composing  the  garrison, 
and  a detail  of  the  precautionary  measures  adopted  in  and  out  of  the  barracks,  with  a 
view,  if  possible,  to  avert  the  threatened  evil,  and  which,  under  Providence,  have  been 
attended  with  such  beneficial  results  as  to  procure  for  us  a complete  immunity  from  the 
disea.se  in  its  developed  form.  Everywhere  around  us  the  devouring  plague  has  left  its 
fatal  impress,  yet  have  we  been  hitherto  most  mercifully  spared.  Numerous  cases  have 
occurred  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood;  and  in  some  of  the  houses,  in  which  the 
soldiers’  families  are  accommodated,  several  deaths  have  taken  place  among  the  civil 
population.  These  are  situated  at  distances  varying  from  50  to  200  yards  from  the 
barrack  gate.  In  the  village  of  Spital  Tongues,  about  250  yards  to  the  north  of  the 
barrack,  the  disease  prevailed  to  a frightlul  extent  for  many  days,  and  carried  woe  and 
desolation  to  almost  every  hearth — scarcely  a cottage  escaping  without  numbering  one  or 
more  victims  to  the  merciless  grasp  of  the  destroyer. 

The  barracks  are  situated  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town, 
and  form  part  of  the  outskirts  in  a north  westerly  direction. 

Immediately  on  ascertaining  that  the  fatal  scourge  was  abroad  in  our  streets,  we 
became  impressed  with  a sense  of  fearful  responsibility,  as,  intrusted  with  the  care  of  so 
many  lives,  we  reflected  on  our  means  • of  defence  against  its  ravages.  Bearing  in 
mind  the  trite  well  known  adage  that  “ prevention  is  better  than  cure,”  we  augured  that 
by  strict  attention  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  diet,  with  a careful  watching  for  and 
prompt  treatment  of  premonitory  symptoms,  and  by  forbidding  the  troops  from  going 
into  infected  localities,  the  pestilence  might,  perchance,  to  a certain  extent,  be  happily 
averted.  Accordingly,  aided  by  the  ready  co-operation  of  Major  White,  6th  Dragoons  ; 
Major  Fraser,  6th  Foot ; and  Captain  Rutherford,  Barrack  Master,  the  following 
sanitary  precautions  were  instantly  taken,  and  are  still  being  continued  with  unremitting 
assiduity. 

We  made  a minute  and  thorough  inspection  of  all  drains,  sewers,  privies,  ashpits,  and 
every  other  locality  both  within  and  without  the  barracks  where  filth  was  likely  to 
accumulate  ; had  all  offensive  matters  removed,  and  effluvia  corrected  by  the  liberal  and 
daily  disti’ibution  of  chloride  of  lime.  The  privies  and  a.shpits  were  whitewashed.  The 
custom  of  washing  out  the  barrack  rooms,  at  our  suggestion,  was  discontinued,  and  dry 
rubbing  substituted.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  the  troops  have  been 
medically  inspected  twice,  and  the  women  and  children  once  daily.  The  provisions  have 
been  carefully  examined — the  mode  of  cooking  the  dinners  varied  occasionally  from 
boiled  to  roast,  or  baked  meat — the  men  strictly  enjoined  to  apply  immediately  on  the 
approach  of  any  diarrhoeal  tendency,  and  the'  sergeants  ordered  to  keep  a careful  watch, 
and  to  send  any  person  to  hospital  who  may  be  detected  going  more  frequently  than 
once  a day  to  the  privy.  All  hawkers  of  fish,  fruit,  or  vegetables,  have  been  forbidden 
entry  into  the  barraclvs,  and  the  men  cautioned  to  abstain  from  any  irritating  diet,  and 
to  keep  from  all  the  low  and  filthy  parts  of  the  town,  as  well  as  from  situations  wliere 
the  cholera  may  be  raging  ; they  have  also  been  confined  strictly  to  barracks  after 
evening  roll  call — flannel  belts  have  been  taken  into  wear — at  our  request,  an  extra 
allowance  of  fuel  granted — amusements  in  the  vicinity  of  the  baiTacks  encouraged — and 
every  endeavour  made  to  procure  from  the  troops  a cheeiful  and  ready  compliance  with 
our  requirements,  without  inspiring  fear. 

I i 


T.  L.  Gregson,  Esq. 
24th  Jan.  1854. 


W.F.  T.  Ivey.  Esq. 
24th  Jan.  1854. 


242 


MINUTES  OF  EVIUENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


fF.  F.  T.  Ivey,  Esq.  The  femilies  of  such  soldiers  as  were  married  without  leave,  not  being  accommodated 

in  barracks,  have  been  daily  visited  at  their  lodgings,  and  every  means  put  in  practice  to 

24th  Jan.  1854.  enforce  and  maintain  suitable  degrees  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation  ; the  landlords 
applied  to,  whenever  necessary,  for  the  removal  of  nuisances,  and  lime  occasionally  issued 
for  disinfecting  purposes.  In  some  instances,  families  who  had  taken  up  their  abode  in 
situations  which  seemed  to  us  highly  objectionable,  either  as  being  overcrowded  or 
as  teeming  with  noisome  effluvia,  were  advised  to  leave,  and  better  apartments  procured 
for  them.  The  miserable  condition  of  many  of  these  poor  creatures  has  been  ameliorated 
by  the  timely  aid  of  a few  friends,  to  whom  their  distress  was  represented,  and  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  change  thus  effected,  their  health  has  been  in  a great  measure  preserved 
during  this  trying  visitation. 

Having  given  in  detail  the  several  prophylactic  measures  had  recourse  to,  we  come 
now  to  particularize  tlie  results  of  the  epidemic  influence  among  our  small  community, 
armed  thus  cap-a-pie  for  the  encounter,  and,  thank  God  ! they  have  been  such  as  our 
most  sanguine  expectations  could  never  have  anticipated.  We  beg  to  subjoin  a synoptical 
view  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison,  with  the  number  attacked  with  premonitory 
diarrhoea,  &c.: 

' V 


STRENGTH  OF  THE  GARRISON  IN  BARRACKS,  &C. 


Corps,  &c. 

Officers. 

Men. 

W’omen. 

Cliildren. 

Total. 

Cases  of  Diarrhoea. 

Cases  of  Dysentery. 

Cases  of  Cholera. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

I Officers. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

1 

i Total. 

j Officers. 

Men. 

Women. 

! Children, 

1 

Total. 

6th  Dragoons 

4 

82 

11 

21 

118 

3 

168 

4 

- 

175 

6th  Foot 

10 

304 

29 

46 

389 

3 

252 

9 

11 

275 

- 

6 

- 

2 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Staff  - 

- 

5 

4 

3 

12 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

Total 

14 

391 

44 

70 

519 

6 

421 

13 

11 

451 

- 

7 

- 

2 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

STATE  OUTSIDE  THE  BARRACKS. 


6th  Dragoons 

- 

- 

9 

14 

23 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6th  Foot 

1 

- 

33 

47 

81 

- 

- 

13 

13 

26 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Staff  - 

2 

Total  Outside  the 
Barracks 

3 

- 

43 

61 

107 

- 

- 

16 

13 

29 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Total  within  Bar- 
racks - 

14 

391 

44 

70 

519 

6 

421 

13 

11 

451 

- 

7 

- 

2 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

General  Total 

17 

391 

87 

131 

626 

6 

421 

29 

24 

480 

- 

7 

1 

3 

11 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

4 


From  the  foregoing  statement  we  may  fairly  infer,  although,  with  divine  assistance,  no 
case  of  actual  cholera  occurred  within  the  barracks,  that  without  the  extreme  vigilance 
and  unremitting  care  bestowed,  we  should  not  so  entirely  have  escaped  its  direful  ravages. 
The  cases  of  diarrhoea,  by  prompt  treatment,  have  been  mostly  of  an  ephemeral  character, 
the  patients  being  restored  to  health  on  the  day  following  that  of  the  attack,  and  able  to 
resume  their  accustomed  avocations.  Many  of  them  came  under  observation  twice  or 
tlnice,  at  varying  intervals  of  time,  suffering  from  a return  of  the  disease,  which  accounts 
for  the  apparent  large  average  attacked.  In  a few  instances  the  affection  was  more  pro- 
tracted in  the  cure,  and  was  attended  with  vomiting  and  griping  pains  in  the  abdomen.  The 
cases  of  dysentery  have  been  severe,  but  have  all  recovered  satisfactorily.  We  may  here 
state  the  extraordinary  tolerance  of  the  system  for  opium  we  have  remarked  in  our  treat- 
ment, three  or  four  grains  having  only  the  effect  of  grain  doses  administered  at  other  times. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  observe  that,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  duties  effectively,  we 
so  arranged  that  the  garrison  should  never  be  left  without  a medical  officer—  the  night 
duties  were  taken  alternately. 

The  plague  of  flies,  supposed  by  many  to  have  some  remote  connexion  with  the  epidemic, 
has  visited  us  on  many  occasions. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  William  F.  T.  Ivey,  Assistant-Surgeon  6th  Royal 

Regt.,  Senior  Medical  Officer. 

Henry  Charles  Boate,  Assistant-Surgeon  6th 
Dragoons. 
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3521.  The  strength  of  the  garrison,  I believe,  was  altogether  5l9  people  within  walls,  PT.F.  T.Ivey,Esq. 

and  107  without  ? — Yes,  

3522.  Among  whom  there  occurred  451  cases  of  diarrhoea  within,  and  29  without  1 — 24th  Jan.  1854, 

That  is  the  aggregate  number,  — 

3523.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  It  did  not  affect  451  individuals  and  29  individuals? — No  ; 
it  was  the  aggregate  number  of  cases,  I cannot  say  to  10  or  11  over  or  under, 

3524.  (Chairman.)  But  as  nearly  as  you  can  estimate  ? — j^.s  nearly  as  we  can  estimate 
that  is  a correct  statement, 

3525.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether,  without  any  precautionary  measures 
having  been  adopted,  any  of  these  many  cases  of  diarrhoea  would  have  passed  on  into 
cholera  or  coUapse  ? — I think  it  is  only  a fair  inference  to  suppose  so. 

3526.  (Mr.  Simon.)  When  did  the  precautionary  measures  mentioned  in  this  letter 
commence  ? — I should  say  about  the  7th  of  8th  of  September,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. 

3527.  How  long  did  it  take  to  get  your  measures  carried  into  effect  ? — Almost  imme- 
diately. The  measures  were  put  in  execution  immediately  they  were  proposed. 

3528.  Had  there  been  diarrhoea  in  the  establishment  before  the  commencement  of 
these  improvements  ? — No,  I think  not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  There  may  have 
been  a case  or  two  in  August,  but  nothing  of  any  consequence. 

3529.  Would  it  be  your  impression  that  the  influence,  whatever  it  may  be,  of  the 
epidemic  disease  had  not  reached  your  district  before  that  period  ? — I think  not. 

3530.  Did  the  cases  of  diarrhoea  occur  pretty  nearly  all  at  the  same  time  ? — No  ; they 
did  not.  They  commenced  about  the  10th  or  11th  of  September,  I should  say,  and 
continued  increasing. 

3531.  Tfll  what  time  ? — Till  the  end  of  the  month ; in  fact  it  went  on  in  October  also. 

The  niunbers  began  to  decrease,  I should  say,  about  the  14th  or  15th  of  October.  I 
speak  merely  from  recollection. 

3532.  And  your  sanitary  regulations  were  enforced  from  about  the  9th  or  10th  of 
September? — I think  about  the  9th  or  10th,  or  it  may  have  been  a day  or  two  previous. 

' 3533.  (Chairman?)  The  precautionary  measures  which  you  adopted  were  cleanliness, 
disinfecting  fluids,  a due  regard  to  ventilation,  diet,  and  avoidance  of  infected  districts  ? 

— ^Yes,  and  avoidance  of  damp  also. 

3534.  It  is  here  stated  that  among  519  people  within  the  walls  of  the  garrison  you 
had  451  cases  of  diarrhoea,  which  is  almost  nine  cases  among  ten  people,  and  that  outside 
the  walls  of  the  garrison  among  107  people,  you  had  but  27  cases  of  diarrhoea,  or  only 
one  case  in  four  people  ? — ^Yes. 

3535.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  lightness,  so  to  say,  of  the  diarrhoea  without  the 
barracks,  as  compared  with  the  severity  within  ? — I have  not  formed  any  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

3536.  (Mr.  Simon.)  None  of  those  cases  of  diarrhoea  passed  on  into  cholera.  What 
opinion  have  you  formed  on  that  subject? — I think  it  is  likely  that  some  of  the  cases,  no 
doubt,  would  have  passed  on  into  cholera  but  for  the  measures  adopted,  and  the  vigilance 
used. 

3537.  There  is  another  point  here  which  is  only  perhaps  a point  of  medical  curiosity, 
but  we  should  be  very  glad  to  have  your  explanation  of  it.  We  find  that  there  was  a 
difference  between  the  cavalry  and  the  infantry  as  regarded  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea, 
so  that  the  attacks  of  diarrhoea  among  the  cavalry  averaged  more  than  two  attacks  to 
each  man,  while,  in  the  infantry,  they  averaged  less  than  one  attack  to  each  man? — I 
think  the  cavalry  soldier  is  more  exposed  to  alternations  of  temperature  than  the  infantry 
soldier.  He  is  at  work  in  the  stables  for  many  hours  and  gets  heated  there.  The  stables 
are  very  close  and  confined,  and  he  then  goes  into  the  open  air,  and  perhaps  as  the  stable 
work  is  dry  work,  he  drinks  cold  water  while  in  a heated  state,  and  I believe  that  very 
likely  would  cause  the  difference. 

3538.  He  has  considerably  more  labour  ? — I should  say  so. 

3539.  More  fatigue,  and  that  fatigue  takes  place  you  say  in  an  iU-ventilated  atmos- 
phere?— Yes. 

3540.  And  in  an  atmosphere  which  contains,  I suppose,  the  effluvia  from  the  dung,  &c., 
of  the  horses  ? — Yes. 

3541.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  house-accommodation  of  these  two  classes  of 
soldiers?  Were  they  lodged  in  the  same  way? — Quite  alike,  with  this  exception,  that 
about  sixty-three  men  of  the  6th  Foot  were  accommodated  in  the  magazine  barrack, 
which  is  not  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stables. 

3542.  On  the  same  level  ? — Yes  ; in  fact,  intermixed,  you  may  say.  I should  not  say 
exactly  intermixed  ; but  some  of  the  cavalry  were  accommodated  in  the  infantry  part  of 
the  barracks. 

3542a.  (Chairman.)  And  they  were  dieted  and  treated  alike? — Yes,  exactly. 

3543.  (Mr.  Simon)  It  is  not  the  case,  is  it,  that  the  cavalry  exclusively  sleep  over 
their  stables  ? — Yes,  they  sleep  over  their  stables,  and  so  do  many  of  the  infantry  soldiers. 

3544.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  barracks  ? — It  is  generally 
considered  good. 

3545.  Where  do  you  get  it  from  ? — It  is  obtained  from  wells  within  the  barracks. 

3546.  More  than  one  ? — Two ; one  supplying  the  barracks,  and  the  other  the  hospital. 

li  2 


244 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


IV.  F.  T.  Ivey,  Esq. 
24th  Jan.  1854. 


G.  N.  Clark,  Esq. 
26th  Jan.  1854. 


3547.  You  think  that  inhxntry  and  cavalry  were  supplied  from  the  same  wells  ? 

Yes. 

3548.  With  no  distinction  of  quality? — No  distinction  ; there  is  only  one  well. 

3549.  Do  you  know  what  the  quality  of  the  water  was,  which  was  used  outside  the 
barracks  among  the  families  of  the  soldiers  ? — No. 

3550.  Have  you  never  formed  any  opinion  as  to  that  extraordinary  difference  to  which 
I alluded,  viz.,  that  there  should  be  nine  cases  for  every  ten  men  within  barracks,  and 
only  one  for  every  four  of  the  women  and  children  without  I — I have  not ; except  that  the 
extra  vigilance  used  within  may  have  detected  diarrhoea  more  than  outside.  They  may  have 
had  diarrhoea  outside,  without  its  being  detected  ; but  inside  we  had  a strict  watch  over 
the  men. 

3551.  You  would  expect  more  attacks  among  women  and  children  than  among  able- 
bodied  men  ? — Yes,  but  many  of  those  attacks  were  so  slight  as  scarcely  to  come  under 
the  denomination  of  diarrhoea. 

3552.  (Mr.  Simon)  You  entered  every  case  of  loose  motion? — Every  case  applying  for 
relief. 

3553.  Every  case  in  which  any  one  of  your  men  suffered  from  a second  motion  in  the 
course  of  the  twenty-four  hours  ? — Yes,  any  man,  woman,  or  child  who  applied  for  relief 
was  put  down. 

3554.  If  I understand  your  report  rightly,  you  set  a sentry  at  the  privy  so  as  to  notice 
all  persons  who  resorted  there  ? — There  was  not  a sentry  constantly  there,  but  merely 
observations  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  non-commissioned  officers. 

3555.  (Chairman.)  Then  in  fact  the  disproportion  between  the  attacks  outside  and 
inside  the  barrack  walls  may  not  perhaps  really  have  been  so  great  as  it  appears  ? — No,  it 
would  not. 

3556.  Is  the  state  of  the  barracks  generally  satisfactory  in  a sanitary  point  of 
view  ? — Generally  so.  The  privies  are  defective.  There  is  no  drainage  to  any  of  the 
privies. 

3557.  (Mr.  Simon.)  There  are  cesspools? — Yes. 

3558.  At  a considerable  distance,  if  I recollect  rightly,  from  the  lodging  places? — Yes, 
they  are. 

3559.  Are  the  privies  supplied  with  water  ? — No,  they  are  not. 

3560.  Do  you  know  a group  of  cottages— a sort  of  colliery  village — ^at  a small  distance 
from  the  barracks,  called  iSpital  Tongues? — Yes. 

3561.  Do  you  know  that  there,  in  a population  of  about  500,  there  died  twenty-eight 
persons  ? Do  you  know  that  thei’e  was  a considerable  mortality  there  ? — Yes,  I am  aware 
of  that. 

3562.  Do  you  happen  to  have  heard  to-day  the  description  given  of  the  property  there  ? 
— Yes. 

3563.  Of  the  accumulation  of  filth  there  ? — Ye.s. 

3564.  Do  you  think  that  if  in  that  locality  tlierc  had  been  equal  attention  to 
cleanliness  and  to  premonitory  symptoms  among  the  population,  which  was  about  equal 
to  your  own,  tlie  mortality  might  have  been  reduced? — I should  think,  if  they  could  have 
been  placed  under  similar  circumstances,  it  might  have  been  to  a great  extent. 

3565.  As  to  cleanliness,  do  you  mean  ? — As  to  cleanliness,  and  ventilation,  and  diet. 

3565a.  (Mr.  Hunter)  It  is  considerably  lower  than  the  barracks  ?— I should  say  not 

less  than  twenty  feet. 

3566.  (Chairman.)  How  many  feet  above  the  Tyne  is  it? — 100  feet. 

3Tr.  Hunter. — I should  say  more  than  that.  Spital  Tongues  lies  cjuite  in  a swamp, 
surrounded  by  a wide  ditch. 

3567.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Ivey.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  wish 
to  offer  any  evidence  ? — No. 


George  Noble  Clark,  Esq.,  sworn. 

3568.  (Chairman)  You  are  a surgeon,  I believe,  and  a member  of  the  town  council  of 
this  borough,  are  you  not  ? — I am. 

3569.  And  have  practised  many  years  in  the  town? — Nearly  twenty-six  years  ; and  I 
have  been  nearly  two  and  a half  years  attached  to  a public  dispensary. 

3570.  Which  is  that? — The  South  Shields  dispensary. 

3571.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Had  you  occasion  to  see  a number  of  cases  of  cholera  during  the 
late  outbreak  in  this  town  ? — A great  many. 

3572.  In  what  localities  chiefly  ? — All  over  the  town,  generally  speaking. 

3573.  (Chairman)  Among  all  classes,  or  chiefly  among  the  lower  classes  ? — Among  all 
classes,  I think ; probably  the  lowest  classes  might  be  more  exclusively  attended  to  by  the 
parish  sm-geons. 

3574.  (Mr.  Simon)  Will  you  mention  to  us  the  situations  of  three  or  four  of  the  best 
placed  houses,  in  what  you  would  consider  the  healthest  localities,  in  which  you  had  cases 
of  cholera  ? — There  is  one  place  I would  mention.  Crescent  Place,  near  the  Leazes ; I 
consider  that  a very  healthy  place. 
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3575.  To  the  north  it  adjoins  the  Leazes  with  nothing  between  it  and  the  Leazes  ? — G.  N.  Clark,  Esq, 

Nothino-  but  a simple  row  called  Crescent-terrace.  I should  consider  it  a very  healthy  

spot  from  its  situation.  26th  Jan.  18o4. 

3576.  As  being  high  placed  ? — Yes.  — 

3577.  Were  there  many  cases  of  cholera  in  that  locality  ? — Fifteen  or  sixteen.  I only 
attended  one. 

3578.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  many  deaths  there  were  there  ? — I attended  one, 
and  that  person  got  better ; and  the  rest  all  died,  I suppose. 

3579.  Do  you  happen  to  know  anything  positively  with  respect  to  the  drainage  of  those 
houses  ? — They  are  all  drained. 

3580.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  have  any  privies  on  the  premises,  that  are 
not  in  connexion  with  sewers? — They  have  privies  attached  to  ash-pits,  but  not  connected 
with  the  sev^ers. 

3581.  (Chairman.)  When  you  say  drained,  you  mean  drained  for  surface  purposes 
only  ? — Yes. 

3582.  Not  drained  for  the  removal  of  foecal  matter  ? — No. 

3583.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  those  the  houses  that  on  the  whole  you  consider  the  best 
circumstanced  houses  in  which  you  saw  cholera  ? — No.  I consider  that  they  are  new 
houses.  The  street  has  not  been  built  probably  more  than  twenty  years,  and  consequently 
there  ought  not  to  be  any  great  nuisance  there  ; and  they  are  within  a few  yards  of  an 
open  place,  like  the  Leazes,  where  health  ought  to  be  obtained  from  the  situation : and  I 
understood,  when  I was  attending  that  case  of  an  inn-keeper  there,  that  it  was  the 
fifteenth  or  sixteenth  case  in  that  small  place,  of  probably  not  more  than  twenty  houses, 
and  that  out  of  the  sixteen,  fifteen  died. 

3584.  Did  you  attend  in  only  one  of  the  houses  ? — I only  attended  one  case. 

3585.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there  was  a complaint  of  nuisances  about 
there? — None  whatever ; there  was  no  time  to  talk  about  nuisances, 

3586.  Had  they  water-closets  in  the  houses  besides  the  privies,  do  you  know  ? — I should 
think  not. 

3587.  (Chairman.)  Were  the  privies  and  ash-pits  well  kept,  as  far  as  j^ou  know  ? — So 
far  as  I could  see  of  them,  but  that  is  not  a part  of  the  house  we  generally  visit,  when 
we  go. 

3588.  (Mr,  Simon.)  Can  you  mention  any  other  good  houses  in  which  you  saw 
much  cholera  ? — I saw  cases  all  over  the  town,  in  all  the  principal  streets.  Shield-field, 

New-bridge,  Percy-street,  Barras-bridge,  Clay  ton-street,  in  all  the  centre  streets  without 
exception  I think  ; of  course,  I am  not  speaking  of  the  bad  cases  exclusively,  I am  speaking 
of  the  cholera  as  I generally  saw  it. 

3589.  Do  you  recollect  any  such  instance  as  that  in  Crescent-place,  where  theTe  were 
fifteen  or  sixteen  cases,  of  which  all  but  one  were  fatal  ? — I really  cannot  say  ; I did  not 
go  to  seek  that  information ; it  was  communicated  to  me,  because  they  found  that  I had 
attended  that  man  ; I only  mention  it  in  answer  to  your  question. 

3590.  You  mentioned  just  now,  in  conversation,  that  there  were  some  strong  smells  in 
Newgate-street,  between  Grainger-street  and  St.  John’s-lane  ? — Yes. 

3591.  Is  that  at  the  gulley  in  Newgate-street  ? — Just  as  you  turn  into  Nun’s-gate,  where 
I live,  and  have  often  passed. 

3592.  At  the  corner  of  Grainger  and  Newgate-streets  ? — Yes. 

3593.  There  is  sometimes  a very  bad  smell  there  ; is  it  from  the  sewers? — There  used 
to  be  a very  bad  smell. 

3594.  Is  it  the  general  arrangement  in  the  houses  of  the  middling  classes  here  to  have 
water  closets,  or  to  have  privies  ? — As  a general  rule,  I would  say  privies.  Water  closets 
have  lately  been  introduced  into  some  of  the  best  houses,  and  I think  they  are  a perfect 
nuisance,  If  there  is  anything  calculated  to  produce  a bad  smeU  in  a house,  it  is  a water 
closet  in  it. 

3595.  You  have  known  them,  in  many  instances,  to  be  offensive? — Most  offensive.  I 
should  say  there  are  many  houses  in  Clayton-sti'eet,  and  Grainger-street,  and  Nelson- 
street,  Nun’s-street,  and  Clay  ton-street  West,  all  newly  built  houses  with  water-closets  in 
them  ; and  if  I had  my  choice,  I would  not  live  in  such  a house.  I think  that  water- 
closets  ought  to  be  without  the  house,  and  communicating  direct  with  the  sewer. 

3596.  You  would  think  it,  of  course,  very  important,  if  water-closets  were  constructed, 
that  they  should  be  constructed  so  as  not  to  stink? — Yes  I think  so. 

3597.  Are  there  usually  privies  on  the  premises  as  well  ? — I should  think  not. 

3598.  (Dr.  Robinson.)  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  drainage  of  Crescent-place  ? — 

I believe  there  are  drains  from  every  premise  leading  to  a sewer  somewhere  about 
St.  Thomas’s-crescent. 

3599.  (Chairnuin.)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — If  this  Commission  is  to  answer  any 
useful  purpose,  I would  suggest  that  the  Government  should  provide  four  or  six  indi- 
viduals in  the  profession,  and  that  one  of  them  should  be  an  able  analytical  chemist ; 
another  a physiologist  and  a good  anatomist  ; the  one  to  analyse  the  secretions  and 
excretions  of  cholera  patients,  the  other  to  make  post  mortem  examinations ; and  also 
that  four  practical  men  shoul  l be  retained,  and  that  they  should  be  sent  by  Government  to 
any  city  or  town  in  England  where  cholera  breaks  out.  I cannot  imagine  but  that  every 
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G.  N.  Clark,  Esq.  other  medical  'practitioner,  situated  and  circumstanced  as  I was  myself,  must  have  found 
— — it  equally  impossible  to  obtain  any  better  knowledge  of  the  disease.  When  an  epidemic 

26th  Jan.  1854.  reigns  in  a town,  as  cholera  reigned  here,  it  requires  aU  one’s  energy,  both  of  mind  and 
• f>ody,  to  attend  to  the  practical  duties  of  relieving  the  sick.  I must  say  that  from  my 
experience  of  the  previous  epidemics,  I did  anticipate  that  I might  have  been  able  to 
make  something  of  it ; but,  so  far  as  I was  personally  concerned,  I could  neither  get 
sleep,  nor  scarcely  time  to  eat  my  food ; and  I think  that  Government  ought  to  step  in, 
now  that  this  disease  is  likely  to  take  a permanent  hold  of  the  kingdom  ' and  that  it 
would  be  well  and  wise  if  a board  was  appointed,  consisting  of  four  or  six  individuals 
who  shordd  be  practical  men,  to  attend  to  the  disease, 

3600.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  mean  for  the  purpose  of  treating  the  disease  ? — To  treat 
the  disease  ; that  they  should  step  in  and  assist  the  resident  practitioners  of  any  town 
where  cholera  broke  out. 

3601.  You  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  Government  has,  to  a certain  extent, 
endeavoured  to  found  what  you  mention  ? You  know,  for  instance,  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  duties  of  its  superintending  inspectors  ; and  the  inquiries 
that  have  been  made,  under  direction  of  the  board,  into  the  generation  of  cholera,  and  of  the 
results  of  those  inquiries,  which  it  has  published  1 — I am  aware  what  the  Board  of  Health 
in  London  has  done  ; but  I beg  to  say  this,  as  far  as  I can  form  an  opinion,  that  in  its 
application  to  this  town  it  was  of  no  benefit.  I heard  Mr.  Grainger  give  some  portion 
of  his  evidence ; and  if  a medical  inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health  is  sent  down  from 
London,  and  he  comes,  and  only  consults  portions  of  the  medical  profession  because  he 
meets  with  difficulties,  I say  that  that  is  not  at  aU  calculated  to  do  good.  I tliink  that 
the  duty  of  Mr.  Grainger,  as  an  inspector,  was  to  come  here  and  meet  the  whole 
profession.  He  had  no  business  to  hear  parties  either  on  one  side  or  the  other.  His 
business  was  to  meet  the  whole  profession.  I think  Mr.  Grainger,  Dr.  Gavin,  or  any  body 
else,  should  have  entered  the  town  and  called  the  whole  profession  together ; and  I think 
it  should  be  made  a rule  that  the  profession  of  a whole  town  ought  to  be  called  together 
by  these  gentlemen.  They  ought  to  listen  to  no  parties,  and  no  schools,  or  anything  else.' 
Whether  the  Board  of  Health  instructs  its  agents  to  go  on  in  that  sort  of  way  I do  not 
know,  and  I leave  the  parties  to  say ; but  I think  we  should  have  done  better  if  we  had 
been  left  to  ourselves, — infinitely  so. 

8602.  {Dr.  Robinson)  You  saw  the  epidemic  of  1831,  and  you  saw  the  epidemic  of 
1853.  On  the  whole,  without  bringing  any  charge  against  any  party,  do  you  think  that 
the  arrangements  of  1831,  or  the  arrangements  of  1853,  were  best  calculated  to  diminish 
the  mortality  ? — I distinctly  state  that  the  management  of  1831  and  1832  was  infinitely 
superior  to  that  during  the  past  outbreak. 

3603.  {Mr.  Simon)  Were  there  any  arrangements  adopted  in  1831  for  treating  the 
early  stages  of  cholera — for  treating  its  premonitory  diarrhoea  ? — I beg  to  state  that  I 
believe  that  system  originated  with  a gentleman  with  wliom  I then  acted  very  extensively 
as  regards  the  cholera.  That  was  Mr.  Frost.  I believe  the  first  idea  that  cholera  was 
preceded  by  a diarrhoea  emanated  from  ourselves;  whether  it  was  mine  or  Mr.  Frost’s,  I 
will  not  say.  That  was  in  1831.  And  as  a confirmation  of  that  fact,  I may  mention 
that  an  individual  from  Greenock,  a Dr.  Kirk,  came  here ; and,  after  getting  that 
information,  he  thought  it  was  so  important  that  he  actually  went  round  the  whole 
profession,  and  got  them  to  give  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  they  had  noticed  it ; and 
then  he  passed  it  off  that  he  had  made  a great  discovery. 

3604.  {Cltairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — I beg  to  say  that  there  is  one  fact 
connected  with  the  returns  of  the  cholera  in  which  I think  a gross  delusion  was  practised 
upon  the  public. 

3605.  Which  returns  do  you  allude  to,  the  mortality  returns  ? — No,  I do  not  dispute 
the  mortality  returns ; but  1 say  that  certain  agents,  or  parties  sent  down  here,  made  a . 
return  of  so  many  deaths  and  so  many  cases.  The  fact  is,  that  the  deaths  were  unques- 
tionable ; they  were  returned  by  the  registrars ; but  there  was  only  a small  proportion 
of  the  cases  returned  by  the  parties.  I really  cannot  state  exactly  my  own  number  of 
cases  ; but  when  I state  to  you  that  they  never  got  a return  of  a single  case  which  I had, 

I consider  that  it  gave  an  appearance,  at  a distance,  as  though  there  was  either  bad 
management  or  no  management  at  all  of  the  disease  ; and  that  there  were  so  many 
people  allowed  to  die  out  of  so  many  hundred  cases. 

3606.  Am  I to  understand  you  to  say  that  the  number  of  cases  was  understated  ? — 
Decidedly  -so  ; I mean  to  say  that  there  should  have  been  a thousand  more,  even  from  my 
own  practice,  of  one  kind  and  another. 

3607.  The  statement,  that  we  had,  amounted,  as  firr  as  I recollect,  to  this,  that  there 
were  45,000  cases  (among  the  poorer  classes  chiefly,  of  course,)  treated  through  the  officers 
of  the  board  of  guardians,  or  those  employed  at  that  time  by  the  town  council.  Do  you 
think  that  45,000  cases  treated,  representing  perhaps  10,000  or  15,000  persons  among  the 
poorer  classes,  was  an  understatement  ? — I mean  to  say  this,  that  if  they  said  there  were 
45,000  cases,  and  so  many  deaths,  we  will  say  1,500  deaths,  twenty-nine  of  those  deaths 
occurred  among  my  own  cases  ; but  they  did  not  put  down  some  1,000  cases  of  aU  sorts 
that  ought  to  have  been  put  against  those  29  deaths. 
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3608.  You  say,  in  fact,  that  the  number  of  cases  was  understated  ? — They  put  in  all  Clark,  Esq. 

the  deaths,  but  did  not  make  a full  return  of  all  the  cases.  There  is  another  fact  which  — ^ — 

I would  state,  as  against  the  management  during  the  past  outbreak.  They  excited  a 26th  Jan*  1854. 

tremendous  panic  in  the  public  mind  ; they  caused  numbers  of  persons  to  be  constantly  

applying  to  the  medical  men  in  the  town ; and  of  course,  by  all  these  applications,  where 
there  was  no  necessity  for  calling  the  attention  of  a medical  man  to  the  parties,  the  cases 
being  such  as  under  ordinary  circumstances  no  person  would  think  of  complaining  of, 
attention  was  taken  off  the  real  cases  of  cholera  or  choleraic  diarrhoea,  to  which  the 
medical  attendant  ought  to  have  been  specially  confined. 

3609.  Which  of  the  arrangements  do  you  allude  to  ? to  the  house-to-house  visitation  ? 

— I do  ; I know  that  in  parts  of  the  town  which  I went  into,  individuals  complained  of 
the  annoyance,  that  men  were  every  day  walking  into  their  houses,  and  asking  them  if 
they  were  bad  in  their  bowels.  It  became  offensive  to  many  people,  and  they  complained 
to  myself  of  it. 

3610.  (Mr.  Town  Glerh.)  Tliey  were  ofiended  at  the  too  great  anxiety  about  their 
health  ? — ^Yes. 

3611.  {Mr.  Simon)  StiU  you  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  very  important  to  discover  the 
beginning  of  diarrhoea,  where  cholera  is  epidemic  in  a district  ? — Decidedly  so  ; I think 
that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  life  might  be  saved  by  it. 

3612.  (Chairman.')  What  variation  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Board  of  Health 
officers  would  you  have  suggested  ? — I say  that  they  should  have  immediately  called  the 
whole  profession  together ; and  as  soon  as  they  had  got  the  profession  together,  they 
should  have  associated  with  the  profession  the  leading  scientific  and  respectable  individuals, 
who  might  have  time  to  devote  to  the  object  of  carrying  out  detailed  arrangements. 

That  was  done  in  1830  and  1831  ; I had  the  honour  of  being  a member  of  that  board  as 
one  of  the  profession,  and  it  worked  admirably.  A visitation  took  place  generally, 
throughout  the  parishes,  but  it  was  only  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  and  a few 
respectable  inhabitants  of  each  parish  that  went  round  from  time  to  time,  and  where  they 
found  destitution,  I believe,  they  relieved  it  by  subscriptions  that  were  raised  from  a 
benevolent  fund. 

3613.  Then  the  house-to-house  visitation,  as  carried  out  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  and  principal  inhabitants  in  1831-32,  was  in  your  opinion  a more  satisfactoiy 
system  than  that  of  conducting  it  by  medical  students  brought  from  a distance,  and 
strangers,  in  1853  ? — Decidedly  so;  one  goes  to  seek  cases,  and  the  other  provides  against 
the  appearance  of  cases. 

3614.  (ilfr.  Simon.)  In  respect  of  the  prevention  of  cholera  by  prompt  attention  to  its 
premonitory  diarrhoea  having  originated  in  this  town,  have  you  stated  all  that  you  know 
about  it  ? — I beg  to  say  distinctly^,  that  it  emanated  from,  and  was  assumed  as  an 
important  fact  Mr.  Frost  and  myself  I shotdd  state  that  Mr.  Frost  and  myself  acted 
in  conjunction  in  the  cholera  cases  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  From  the  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Frost  and  myself  were  constantly  associated  day  by  day,  it  led  to  a good  deal 
of  communication  between  us  about  the  disease,  and  we  generally  exchanged  any  new 
ideas  that  occurred  to  us.  Of  course  I do  not  claim  it  for  myself,  but  I claim  it  for  us 
both  ; and  it  is  a practical  fact  that  it  did  emanate  from  us  ; and  Dr.  Kirk  got  the  whole 
profession  to  write  certificates  to  the  effect,  that  it  was  a fact  which  they  had  noticed. 

3615.  (^Chairman.)  Do  you  refer  to  Mr.  Samuel  Merryne  Frost? — Yes. 

3616.  (^Mr.  Simon)  How  far  did  your  observations  at  that  period  extend;  that  cholera 
was  generally  preceded  by  a diarrhoea  ? — Yes. 

3617.  And  that  if  you  stopped  that  diarrhoea,  you  succeeded  in  preventing  the  disease  ? 

— We  at  that  time  were  certain,  that  if  we  saw  a case  in  the  stage  of  diarrhoea,  we  could 
absolutely  prevent  collapse ; subsequent  experience  has  rather  caused  us  to  modify  that 
opinion. 

3618.  And  at  that  time  you  had  no  knowledge  of  similar  observations  having  been 
made  by  any  other  persons  ? — I never  heard^it ; and  I believe  when  it  was  mentioned  to 
Dr.  Duff  and  Dr.  Barry,  medical  men  sent  down  fi-om  London,  they  appropriated  the  fact ; 
and  I believe  it  was  reported  to  the  central  Board  of  Health,  or  somewhere. 

3619.  Did  you  put  anything  into  print  at  that  time  ; — ^No,  I had  not  time;  I intended 
to  do  so. 

3620.  (To  Dr.  Robinson)  Have  you,  or  has  any  other  member  of  the  profession 
anything  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Clark’s  remarks,  claiming  for  this  town  and  for 
himself  and  for  Mr.  Frost,  in  particrdar,  the  first  developement  of  the  system  of  the 
preventive  treatment  of  cholera  ? — I have  looked  over  some  of  the  papers  published  in 
1831  and  1832,  and  I find  that  public  attention  in  this  place  was  expressly  directed  to 
the  fact  that  cholera  was  preceded  by  diarrhoea. 

3621.  (ifr.  Town  Clerk  to  Mr.  Clark.)  Both  you  and  I had  some  experience  of  the 
cholera  of  1831 ; can  you  account  for  the  slightness  of  the  attack  of  cholera  in  Newcastle 
in  1849,  or  for  its  virulence  in  1831  and  1853? — There  are  many  causes  that  might  be 
ascribed  as  predisposing  causes ; for  instance,  I would  mention  a fact  to  which  I think 
little  attention  has  been  called,  so  far  as  I have  heard  the  examination  of  any  medical 
man,  and  that  is,  that  dysentery  prevailed  extensively  for  a month  or  six  weeks  previous 
to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  July  and  August,  1853.  The  water  that  was  supplied  to 
the  town  I considered  in  a very  bad  state.  It  was  thick,  mUddy,  and  decidedly  not 
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water  that  ought  to  have  been  supplied.  I am  speaking  now  of  the  state  of  the  town 
previous  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  but  I do  not  think  the  bad  water  by  itself  would 
have  occasioned  this  dysentery.  I think  that  requires  extreme  heat.  Now,  we  had  an 
extremely  damp  spring  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  up  to  May  and  June  there 
was  an  immense  fall  of  rain  ; never,  probably,  was  so  much  experienced  in  this  town  for 
years.  The  consequence  was  that  it  rapidly  disappeared,  and  cleansed  the  town.  The 
sewers  and  drains,  I should  think,  as  a natui'al  consequence,  must  have  been  in  a better 
state  than  ever  before.  But  the  supply  of  water,  (I  saw  the  water,  and  had  to  drink  it 
myself  usually,)  was  very  thick  and  muddy.  Now,  I think,  as  soon  as  the  hot  months 
of  July  and  August  set  in,  dysentery  followed  as  a matter  of  course,  and  it  spread 
rapidly,  and  there  was  an  immense  qu.antity  of  it.  There  was  also  another  fact  which 
I think  escaped  public  attention,  and  that  was  the  immense  importation  of  unripe  fruit 
from  Hamburgh.  I dare  say  every  person  present  will  be  aware  of  the  immense  quantity 
of  plums,  cheri'ies,  pears,  and  apples  that  was  imported  into  this  town  through  the  Ham- 
burgh steam -boats.  This  fruit  was  in  a most  imperfect  condition  for  human  food,  but  it 
is  well  known  that  if  you  offer  for  sale  articles  of  any  kind,  even  fruit  and  provisions, 
cheaper  than  they  may  be  generally  obtained,  there  is  an  immense  demand  immediately 
by  the  lowest  classes,  and  I believe  there  was  an  immense  quantity  of  this  improper 
fruit  consumed. 

8622.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Unripe  or  damaged  ? — I made  some  inquiries.  I went  to  a party 
that  had  come  from  Hamburgh,  and  knew  the  system.  This  fruit  is  put  into  ovens  (I 
suppose  in  Hamburgh)  in  an  unripe  state  ; it  is  heated  up  by  artificial  heat,  and  brought 
here,  and  if  not  sold  and  consumed  within  two  or  three  days,  there  is  perfect  rottenness. 
I have  examined  a great  quantity  of  the  fruit — pears  especially.  I consider  that  the 
consumption  of  this  fruit  was  a leading  cause,  together  with  the  bad  water  and  heat,  of 
the  prevalence  of  dysentery.  It  is  well  known  that  dysentery  is  allied  to  cholera,  and 
I think  that  the  epidemic  coming  immediately  upon  this  prevalence  of  dysentery  in  the 
town,  made  us  suffer  so  immensely  as  we  did. 

3623.  Is  any  control  exercised  here  over  the  sale  of  such  fruit  as  you  mention  ? — If  it 
is  known,  it  is  destroyed. 

3624.  Was  this  importation  of  fruit  to  the  extent  of  several  ship  loads  ? — Yes,  boat 
loads  two  or  three  times  a week.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  the  fruit  was  bad  ; but 
there  was  an  immense  proportion  of  it  bad.  It  went  by  the  railway  to  Glasgow,  a great 
quantity  of  it. 

3625.  You  spoke  of  the  water  being  bad  ; now,  by  “ bad,”  do  you  mean  anything 
more  than  that  it  was  thick  ? — I mean  to  state  that  it  was  muddy  and  thick,  and  not 
presenting  an  appearance  to  tempt  people  to  drink  it  very  freely ; and,  I believe,  when 
water  is  not  presented  in  a state  to  gratify  the  taste,  it  tempts  and  leads  people  on  to 
take  drink,  stronger  drinks  ; and  I believe  that  the  intemperate  habits  which  might  be 
induced  from  that  circumstance,  might  tend  to  predispose  the  human  constitution  to  suffer 
and  fall  under  the  influence  of  epidemic  disease. 

3626.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  your  own  observation,  that  the  water  had 
any  offensive  impregnation  with  animal  or  vegetable  matter  ? — I should  not  say  so.  I 
drank  it  very  freely. 

3627.  And  you  found  in  it  no  offensive  taste  ? — No  offensive  taste. 

3628.  And  no  offensive  smell  ? — No  oftensive  smell ; it  was  merely  thick. 

3629.  {Dr.  Richardson.)  Wliat  do  you  suppose  the  muddiness  arose  from  ? — I should 
think  a good  deal  from  clay ; and  it  might  be  stained  by  the  soil  that  the  water  came 
from. 

3630.  Have  you  a tank  on  your  premises  ? — No. 

3631.  You  had  it  direct  from  the  main? — Yes. 

3632.  It  was  not  a local  disturbance  from  the  repair  of  the  pipes? — No,  it  continued 
from  day  to  day. 

3633.  (Chairman.)  Muddy  and  discoloured  ? — Muddy  and  discoloured,  leaving  a very 
considerable  quantity  of  deposit  in  a glass  of  water. 

3634.  {Dr.  Richardson.)  Clay  would  not  produce  diarrhoea  ? — It  might  possibly  ; but 
it  would  not  account  for  the  immense  quantity.  I say  that  when  you  have  this 
associated  with  water,  it  will  very  frequently  produce  deleterious  effects  upon  the  human 
body. 

3635.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  think  that  this  water  produced  any  purging  ? — I would 
not  say  that  the  water  itself  did. 

3636.  Any  looseness  of  bowels  ? — We  always  have  bowel  complaints  and  cholera  in  the 
summer. 

3637.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  From  your  observation  would  you  say  that  the  town  had 
advanced  or  receded  in  cleanliness  since  1849  ? — I should  think  it  had  advanced.  It 
has  wfider  streets,  and  is  better  paved  and  better  flagged,  and  improvements  are 
extending. 

3638.  And  more  sewers  made? — More  sewers  made. 

3639.  (Mr.  Simon.)  When  you  speak  of  the  streets  being  wider,  do  you  allude  to  new 
streets  ? — I allude  to  all  the  streets.  The  fact  is,  this  town  has  been  peculiarly  circum- 
stanced. It  was  a walled  town,  and  the  town  necessaialy  was  filled  and  occupied  with 
very  narrow  streets.  The  greatest  use  had  to  be  made  of  the  land,  and  necessarily  the 
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houses  in  some  places  were  very  close  together.  It  is  not,  probably,  much  in  the  memory  ( 
of  the  present  generation,  but  it  was  notorious  that  the  tops  of  these  houses  met  together 
in  many  places.  Now  tlie  authorities  have,  from  my  earliest  recollections,  been  vastly 
improving  the  toAvn  in  that  respect.  The  old  property  is  from  time  to  time  pulled  down, 
and,  whenever  it  is  practicable,  streets  are  widened  and  ejilarged  ; and  1 should  imagine 
that  this  feeling  is  extending,  and  extending  very  largely  ; and  I think  that  a local  Act 
which  they  have  got,  which  has  given  them  compulsory  powers,  will  lead  to  even  further 
and  better  arrangements ; it  may  be  more  systematized.  But  I should  state  the  difficulty 
which  the  authorities  labour  under  to  render  the  old  portion  of  the  town  so  healtliful  as 
it  might  be,  and  as  it  will  be,  I have  no  doubt,  in  time.  It  is  a very  singular  fact  that 
in  the  most  confined  parts  of  the  town,  and  those  which  are  generally  deemed  tlie  most 
unhealthy,  I .should  almost  say  you  can  find  the  oldest  jieople  ; and  that  tliere  is  one 
portion  of  the  towrr,  called  Sandgate,  where  I believe  there  was  one  of  the  finest  races  of 
men,  which  is  now  almost  becoming  extinct,  that  is,  the  Keel  men  ; where  you  would 
have  found  the  strongest  and  most  bulky  and  muscular  men  that  you  could  probaldy  find 
in  the  kingdom.  They  had  all  the  size  aird  and  ap]jearance  of  a London  Irargeman  witli 
a very  different  state  of  constitution. 

3640.  (Dr.  Robinson.)  Alluding  to  the  comparative  healthiness  of  the  town  now  and 
at  former  periods,  I think  formeidy  there  were  open  spaces  which  are  now  built  upon  ? — 
There  were. 

3641.  The  pi’operty  upon  which  Grey  Street  and  many  of  the  new  streets  now  stand  ? 

. — I lived  close  to  it,  and  was  con.stantly,  as  a boy,  playing  in  the  field. 

3642.  Do  you  think  that  tlie  fact  of  tho.se  once  vacant  spaces  in  the  centre  of  Ihe 
town  being  now  occupied  by  buildings  diminishes  the  healthiire.ss  of  it  ? — I certainly 
think  it  must  partly  atfect  the  health,  if  sufficient  spaces  are  not  obtained  as  you  go  on  ; 
but  as  the  town  extends,  our  churchyards  are  going  to  be  closed,  and  they  Avill  make  a 
certain  area  of  .space  that  will  be  left  open. 

3643.  They  are  not  very  extensive  nor  very  healthy,  are  they? — They  are  not  very  small. 
Squares  are  continued  ; the  space  of  ground  on  which  Eldon  Square  and  Blackett  Street  now 
stand,  was  actually  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  in  Newcastle.  I believe  the  corporation 
of  the  day  kept  their  middens  in  Blackett  Street,  and  it  was  a mass  of  middens  from 
the  old  gaol  to  Pilgrim  Street.  That  was  completely  removed,  and  instead  of  this 
nuisance  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter,  it  is  now  covered  by  the  good  houses,  one  of 
which  you  live  in,  I believe,  in  Eldon  Square. 

3644.  (Mr.  Simon.)  In  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  such  as  Sandgate,  and  the  quay 
side,  and  Pandon,  and  Castle  Garth,  and  the  Close,  and  all  those  older  parts  of  the  town, 
have  you  noticed  any  improvement  within  the  last  five  or  six  years  ? — Considerably  so. 
The  quay  side  and  Pandon  was  densely  inhabited  ; now  it  has  almo,st  become  emptied. 
There  may  be  a good  many  inhabitants  there  ; there  may  be  still  some,  but  nothing  to 
what  there  used  to  be.  In  Pandon,  for  instance,  it  was  looked  upon  as  the  mo,st 
deplorable  part  of  the  town.  You  may  pass  along,  and  scarcely  see  a human  being  ; it 
used  to  be  filled  and  crowded  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

3645.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  The  hou.ses  are  turned  into  warehouses  ? — Yes,  and  a good 
deal  of  the  property,  I believe,  is  not  occupied  at  all.  It  is  retained  for  improvements. 

3646.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  the  population  there  accurately;  for  we  have  it  in 
evidence  from  the  parocliial  .surgeon  that  there  is  a good  deal  of  population  there  ? — I 
could  not  state  it.  The  population  of  these  places  was,  and  I dare  say,  still  continues,  of 
a migratory  character  ; and  you  may  have  in  certain  months  thousands,  and  a few  weeks 
after  only  hundreds.  It  is  comstantly  changing,  and  that  is  probably  one  evil  as  re.spects 
the  health  of  these  districts,  that  they  are  occupied  by  numbers  of  people  half  starved, 
and  eating  improper  articles  of  food,  and  of  course  they  cannot  be  in  an  excellent  state 
of  health,  when  tliey  are  in  that  state  of  poverty. 

3647.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Are  they  chiefly  natives  of  the  town  ? — No,  I should  tliink 
all  those  places  are  now  filled  by  a migratory  population. 

3648.  What  we  call  trampers? — Tramps  of  all  classes,  all  the  lowe.st  classes,  that 
probably  cannot  get  admittance  into  any  other  property. 


William  Nesham,  Esq.,  sworn, 

3649.  (Chairnuin.)  I believe  you  are  a surgeoii  in  this  town  ? — I am. 

3650.  And  have  practised  here  for  many  years  ? — Yes,  upwards  of  thirty  years. 

3651.  You  must  remember  the  cholera  of  1831  ? — I do. 

3652.  Are  you  pretty  accurately  informed  of  the  general  state  of  the  town  in  1853  as 
compai’ed  with  what  it  was  in  1831  ? — Yes,  I think  I am. 

3653.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  general  sanitary  .state  of  the  town  in  1853  ? — I 
think,  upon  the  whole,  it  has  improved  to  what  it  was  in  1831. 

3654.  In  any  particular  points? — No,  not  in  particular.  In  a general  wav. 

3655.  Would  tliat  improvement  extend  itself  over  all  parts  of  tlie  town  ef[ually,  or 
would  it  be  an  improvement  chiefly  in  certain  localities,  as  by  the  building  of  Graumer 
Street  and  Market  Street,  and  tko.se  places  there? — Particularly  in  that  re, sped  ; bat  I 
think  generally  the  state  of  the  town  is  improved  to  wliat  it  was  in  1831. 
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3656.  As  regards  the  poorer  districts,  of  which  we  have  heard  a good  deal,  Sandgate 
and  Pandon,  and  so  on,  do  you  think  there  has  been  any  improvement  there  since  1831  ? 
—I  do. 

3657.  In  any  particular  respects? — I think  they  are  by  no  means  in  such  a bad  state 
generally  as  they  were  in  1831.  I had  a good  deal  to  do  with  the  cholera  in  that  district 
in  1831.  Certainly,  I had  not  so  much  in  the  recent  epidemic,  but  I was  frequently  in 
that  locality. 

3658.  Do  you  know  whether  any  house-drains  have  been  introduced,  say  into  Sandgate 
or  into  Pandon,  for  the  removal  of  foscal  matters  ? — I cannot  speak  to  that  point 
particularly ; but  the  impression  upon  my  mind  generally  is  that  there  has  been  a 
considerable  improvement  in  many  respects,  especially  the  lanes. 

3659.  Do  you  mean  that  the  lanes  have  been  improved  in  respect  of  paving? — Yes,  in 
many  respects  they  have,  I think. 

3660.  In  anything  besides  paving  ? — Yes,  and  in  flagging  also. 

3661.  Has  the  accommodation  in  the  way  of  privies  and  middens,  and  so  on,  increased 
since  1831  ? — I cannot  speak  to  that  point. 

3662.  As  to  the  scavenage  can  you  speak  ? — I cannot,  for  I am  not  very  much  in  that 
locality. 

3663.  Your  practice  has  not  led  you  much,  during  the  late  epidemic,  into  the  lower 
districts  of  the  town  ? — No,  I have  had  very  little  to  do  'with  the  lower  parts. 

3664.  Would  you  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  tenements  in  these 
places  ? — No,  I cannot ; for  I do  not  think  I was  ever  once  in  them,  not  in  that  part  of 
the  town. 

3665.  Had  you  occasion,  during  the  late  epidemic,  to  notice  the  quality  of  the  water  ? 
—Yes. 

3666.  What  is  youi-  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  water,  say  in  July  and  August  last, 
previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  ? — It  was  certainly  not  good ; but  I have  known 
it  previously  to  have  been  as  bad  as  it  was  at  that  time. 

3667.  Do  you  mean  in  the  year  1850,  or  frequently? — ^Frequently  I have  known  it  to 
be  bad. 

3668.  Did  you  ever  notice  anything  offensive  in  the  way  of  smell  about  it? — No,  I do 
not  think  I could  say  that. 

3669.  Or  anything  offensive  in  the  way  of  taste  ? — No,  it  was  principally  in 
appearance. 

3670.  Was  it  thick  as  well  as  discoloured,  or  was  it  simply  stained  with  peat? — It  was 
occasionally  rather  turbid. 

3671.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  the  effects  which  it  may  have  had  on  the  public 
health  ? — My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  late  epidemic  was  not  at  all  connected  with  the 
water. 

3672.  How  do  you  view  the  question  of  the  gas  ? Have  you  anything  to  say  on  that 
point  ? — It  is  certainly  not  good. 

3673.  You  do  not  trace  any  connection  between  the  impurity  of  the  gas  and  the  recent 
epidemic? — None  whatever. 

3674.  Have  you  any  o])inion  to  offer  us  with  reference  to  the  connection  between  the 
state  of  the  to-wn  and  the  recent  outbreak,  or  on  any  point  connected  with  the  objects  of 
our  inquiry  ? — I cannot  say  that  I have. 

3675.  {Dr.  Robinson.)  With  reference  to  the  comparative  state  of  the  town  in  1831 
and  at  the  present  time,  are  there  not  two  or  three  circumstances  which  go  to  render  the 
town  more  unhealthy  now  ? In  the  first  place,  the  building  upon  the  open  spaces,  to 
which  Mr.  Clark  alluded,  which  formerly  existed  in  the  interior  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  but 
my  own  opinion  is  that  that  would  rather  increase  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town.  I think 
it  would  contribute  rather  to  the  health  of  the  town. 

3676.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  buildings  upon  open  spaces  in  the  interior  of  the  town 
would  tend  to  increase  the  health  of  the  town  ? — They  were  certainly  open  in  one  sense, 
and  yet  they  were  circumscribed  and  closed  in  another,  because  they  were  completely 
surrounded  by  buildings  and  walls.  I think  there  is  a more  free  circulation  of  air  now, 
than  there  was  at  that  time. 

3677.  The  next  point  is,  as  to  the  great  immigration  of  Irish,  which  has  taken  place  to 
a very  great  extent  ? — Yes,  that  is  undoubtedly  the  fact. 

3678.  Since  1831  also,  I believe  extensive  suburbs  have  been  built? — With  regard  to 
the  suburbs,  for  instance,  the  Shield  Field,  there  I believe  you  have  not  such  good 
drainage  as  you  have  in  other  parts  of  Newcastle  ; and  yet  in  that  locality,  during  the 
late  epidemic,  I found  less  moi'tality  than  I did  in  other  situations  where  there  was  much 
better  drainage. 

3679.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Will  you  mention  to  us  the  best  streets  in  which  you  found  cholera 
prevail ; that  is  to  say,  the  streets  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  which  you  formed  the 
most  favourable  opinion? — For  instance,  Ridley  Villas,  and  Regent  Terrace — I think  it 
is  called  Argyle  Terrace  also — and  thereabouts. 

3680.  Would  you  take  those  as,  to  your  knowledge,  the  best  houses  in  a sanitary  point 
of  view,  in  which  any  considerable  number  of  cases  of  cholera  occurred  ? — Yes 

3681.  Would  you  like  to  mention  any  other  locality? — Even  in  Pilgrim  Street,  the 
street  in  which  I reside  myself,  in  my  immediate  neighbourhood  there  were  several  cases. 
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3682.  {Chairman.)  In  what  part  of  Pilgrim  Street  do  you  reside  ? — JSTo.  1.  Northumber- 
land Street,  just  at  the  corner  of  New  Bridge  Street. 

3683.  Where  was  the  mortality  the  worst,  just  in  that  neighbourhood  ; on  which  side 
of  Pilgrim  Street,  east  or  west  ? — -You  had  it  on  both  sides;  between  Market  Street  and 
Blackett  Street ; and  also  there  was  a considerable  mortality  upon  the  very  borders  of 
the  Leazes. 

3684.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  all  Ridley  Villas? — I know  them  pretty  weU. 

3685.  And  cholera  prevailed  in  several  of  them,  did  it  not? — Yes;  choleraic  diarrhoea 
prevailed  in  almost  every  one  of  them ; and  on  the  opposite  side  also,  and  in  Argyle 
Terrace. 

3686.  Did  cholera  also  prevail  to  any  considerable  extent  in  Ridley  Villas  ? — I had  no 
fatal  cases  there  myself,  but  I heard  I think  of  one  or  two  there. 

3687.  But  as  compared  with  the  great  mortality  of  Newcastle,  should  you  say  that 
Ridley  Villas  suffered  much  ? — I think  that  neighbourhood  generally  did.  When  I speak 
of  Ridley  Villas,  I include  with  it  the  opposite  side.  Regent  Terrace  and  Argyle  Terrace  ; 
the  whole  district.  Those  streets  or  terraces  are  all  contiguous. 

3688.  You  would  bracket  all  that  as  one  district  ?— Yes ; and  immediately  behind 
Regent  Terrace,  Buxton  Street,  and  in  that  immediate  locality  I think  it  was  extremely 
bad,  very  fatal,  and  Richmond  Street ; they  are  aU  close  together  there. 

3689.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  know  whether  that  district  generally  has  water-closets  in 
connection  with  the  houses  ? — I should  think  they  had  ; they  would  either  have  water- 
closets  or  privies,  I think,  the  whole  of  them. 

3690.  For  instance,  in  Richmond  Street,  or  Buxton  Street,  have  they  water-closets 
or  privies  ? — I should  think  privies. 

3691.  {Mr.  Simon.)  We  should  be  glad,  in  respect  to  this  whole  group  of  buildings, 
Buxton  Street,  Argyle  Terrace,  Ridley  Villas,  and  Regent  Terrace,  to  know  first  of  all, 
very  distinctly,  whether  you  think,  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  Newcastle,  this  district 
suffered  considerably  ? — Yes,  it  did. 

3692.  Then,  as  regards  its  sanitary  condition,  can  you  speak  to  its  drainage  ? — I cannot 
speak  from  any  personal  observation, 

3693.  { Chairman.)  You  do  not  know  whether  the  privies  were  regularly  emptied  or 
cleansed,  or  in  what  state  they  were  ? — Yes ; I believe  that  they  were  regularly  cleansed. 

3694.  {Mr.  Simon.  ) Are  they  above-ground  privies  in  connection  with  middens  ? — With 
ash-pits  I believe  they  are. 

3695.  And  you  would  look  upon  those  as  being  the  best  group  of  houses  you  know, 
in  which  cholera  prevailed  severely? — Yes  ; there  were  a great  number  of  cases  there. 

3696.  Then,  as  regards  Pilgrim  Street,  you  live  in  Northumberland  Street,  and  I 
suppose  you  practise  among  your  neighbours  there  also.  You  go  into  many  of  the  houses 
in  Pilgrim  Street  ? — Yes,  a great  many. 

3697.  Are  they  free,  as  a rule,  from  offensive  smell  ? — Yes,  generally  speaking  I 
think  they  are. 

3698.  (Chairman.)  There  is  nothing  offensive  from  the  water-closets  there  ? — No,  not 
that  I am  aware  of 

3699.  {Mr.  Simon.)  We  have  had  some  .rather  strong  assertions  made  about  smells  in 
those  houses.  Do  you  know  whether  the  usual  arrangement  there  is  to  have  water-closets, 
or  privies  ? — There  are  more  privies  I should  think  than  water-closets. 

3700.  In  Pilgrim  Street  ? — Yes. 

3701.  {Dr.  Robinson.)  I think  some  of  the  first  cases  of  cholera  occurred  in  Buxton 
Street.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  drained  or  paved  ? — It  is  not  paved,  certainly. 

3702.  And  there  is  frequently  mud  there? — Yes,  in  bad  weather. 

3703.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  know  in  what  state  the  brick-field,  or  open  undrained 
space  on  the  one  side  of  Buxton  Street,  then  was  ? — I dare  say  there  were  occasional 
places  where  there  was  an  accumulation  of  water,  where  the  clay  had  been  dug  out ; but 
I do  not  think  there  was  anything  offensive,  or  anything  of  a nuisance. 

3704.  {Dr.  Robinson)  The  houses  are  divided  into  tenements  in  parts  of  Buxton 
Street  ? — They  are. 

3705.  Behind  Ridley  Villas  there  are  some  new  streets  also,  I would  mention  Ridley 
Street,  which  is  also  unpaved  ? — Yes. 

3706.  With  regard  to  Argyle  Place,  I think  there  is  a street  leading  by  the  goods 
station  of  the  railway  which  is  also  unpaved  and  undrained  ? — Yes. 

3707.  And  the  road  is  very  bad  there  ? — Yes,  in  wet  weather. 

3708.  With  regard  to  Pilgrim  Street,  are  you  aware  of  the  condition  of  High  Friar 
Lane  there  ? — Yes ; that  is  in  a much  better  .state  now  than  it  was  some  years  ago. 

3709.  Still  there  are  frequent  deposits  of  excrements  and  filth  there? — I have  not 
noticed  it ; it  used  to  be  in  a very  bad  state,  because  there  was  a butcher’s  slaughter- 
house there. 

3710.  {Chairman)  Do  you  know  what  was  the  nature  of  the  soil  in  the  district  about 
Ridley  Villas,  and  Howard  Street,  and  Buxton  Street? — No,  I cannot  say. 

3711.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  is  clay  or  gravel  ? — I cannot  speak  to  tha,t:  it  is 
cla.y,  I should  think. 

3712.  Of  course,  having  undrained  clay  at  the  bottom  of  the  houses  would  be  calculated 
to  depress  the  public  health  ?— Certainly  it  would. 

Iv  k 2 


W.  Nesham,  Esq. 
26th  Jan.  1854. 


252 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BBFOKE  THE 


JF.  Nesham,  Esq.  3718.  And  would  be  a predisposing  local  cause  ? — It  would. 

371-t.  Since  you  remember  High  Friar  Lane,  some  slaughter-houses  which  were  there 

26th  Jan.  185-1.  have  been  removed  and  the  lane  improved  ? — Very  much  improved. 


S.  M.  Frost  Esq. 


Samuel  Merryne  Frost,  Esq.,  sworn. 


27th  Jan.  1854. 


3715.  {Ohaimian.)  You  are  a surgeon,  I believe? — Yes. 

3716.  Have  you  practised  for  many  years  in  the  town?— I have,  since  about  1813. 

3717.  We  heard  yesterday  that  the  origination  of  the  house-to-house  visitation  system 
in  prevention  of  cholera  was  due  to  you  ; is  that  the  fiict  ? — Yes,  I should  .say  so.  In 
1831  and  1832  it  was  instituted  doAvn  at  St.  Peter’s,  at  Dent’s  Hole,  and  down  by  the 
side  of  the  river.  I had  charge  of  Byker  township  in  connection  with  my  colleagues ; 
for  I was  obliged  to  have  two  colleagues  added.  We  instituted  that  system  of  exami- 
nation into  the  premonitory  symptoms,  and  we  attended  to  tlie  early  .symptoms ; and  I 
believe  by  so  doing  our  treatment  was  successful,  much  more  so  than  it  woiold  have  been 
but  for  that  attention. 

3718.  V/ere  you  a member  of  the  sanitary  committee  of  the  eastern  district  in  this 
town  in  October  1848? — No. 

3719.  Did  you  ever  inspect  Pandon  with  Dr.  Headlam  ? — I inspected  Cowgate,  Silver 
Street,  Stock  Bridge,  and  Pandon  too.  I was  requested  by  the  board  of  guardians,  Avhich 
met  in  All  Saints’  vestry,  to  attend;  and  Dr.  Headlam  and  myself  were  deputed  to 
examine  these  districts. 

3720.  AVas  that  in  1848  ? — 1848  or  1849  ; it  was  in  the  second  outbreak. 

3721.  Did  you  thereby  become  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  state  of  those  districts 
in  respect  of  sanitary  matters  ? — I can  hardly  say  that.  The  intention  was  to  see  that  all 
pigstyes  and  midden-steads  were  removed ; and  that  any  water  which  was  uncovered 
should  be  covered  iq> ; and  tliat  all  nuisances  which  Ave  could  discoAmr  should  be  instantly 
removed. 

3722.  In  Avhat  state  did  you  find  the  district  ? — There  Avere  several  nuisances  that  Ave 
got  remoA’ed.  There  Avere  some  pigs  taken  aAvay,  and  there  was  an  open  runner  of 
Avater  Aviiich  Avas  ordered  to  be  covered  in. 

3723.  {Mr.  Sivion.)  Under  Stock  Bridge,  a continuation  of  Pandon  Dean ? — I believe  it 
is  a continuation  of  it.  But  the  monster  nuisance  which  we  discovered  (at  least  I stated 
so  to  my  friend.  Dr.  Headlam)  aatis  All  Saints’  churchyard.  The  Avails  gave  Avay  on  one 
occasion,  and  the  dead  Avere  launched  amongst  the  living.  The  wall  is  past  its  perpen- 
di<adar  ; it  is  butti-e.ssed  up,  and  1 told  Dr.  Headlam  at  that  time  that  I .should  commence 
with  thatnuisance.  HoAvever,  the  Doctor  thought  that  the  churchyardscould  not  be  interfered 
Avith.  I got  a motion  carried  that  Mr.  Walker’s  pamphlet  should  Ije  ordered,  who  had 
done  so  much  good  service  in  London  in  churchyards,  as  to  having  them  closed. 

3724.  [Chairman.)  AVhere  was  this  motion  carried  ?— In  All  Saints’  vestry. 

3725.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  lau'e  spoken  of  the  dead  being  launched  among  the  living  ? 
— The  AAoill  gaA'c  Avay  upon  one  occasion,  and,  of  course,  the  debris  of  the  churchyard 
came  down  into  the  street ; that  I knoAV  of.  Now  the  churchyard  is  immensely  high. 
There  is  an  immense  descent,  and  if  that  loAV  wall  should  give  Avay  it  Avould  be  a 
tremendous  affair;  hoAvever,  I presume  that  that  is  done  Avith,  that  there  is  to  be  no  more 
burials  in  churchyards  here. 

3726.  (Chairman.)  Did  you  go  at  all  into  the  interior  of  the  houses  there  at  that 
time  ? — AAY  did. 


3727.  Has  your  practice  ever  led  you  since  then  into  the  houses  in  those  poorer 
di,stricts? — Yes,  in  this  last  outbreak  I had  occasion  to  go  down  to  the  Pandon  bank.  I 
had  charge  of  the  gas  company’s  men,  and  there  was  one  of  them  there  that  had  recovered 
from  the  diarrhoea,  but  was  suffering  from  secondary  fever,  and  I Avas  anxious  to  see  if 
AAre  could  not  get  him  removed.  I took  one  of  the  police  down  with  me,  and  found  the 
]dace  better  than  I had  anticipated.  They  had  just  cleaned  it  out ; it  Avas  very  decent 
for  a low  habitation,  and  the  man  remained  there  and  recovered. 

3728.  (d/r.  Simon.)  AA'hen  had  they  cleaned  it  out ; in  the  latter  part  of  the  cholera 
time? — No,  it  Avas  in  the  midst  of  it.  The  police  Avere  very  active,  very  diligent;  and 
there  Avas  a A^ery  great  deal  done  to  improAre  the  state  of  things. 

3729.  Under  the  direction  of  the  corporation  ? — Under  the  direction  of  the  corporation. 
I may  jnst  state  that  I had  some  talk  Avith  the  policeman ; I said,  “ Where  were  you  last 
“ rught  ? ” that  Avas  on  the  Sunday  morning.  He  said,  “ In  Sandgate.”  I said,  “ VVhat  did 
“ you  see  ?”  He  said,  “ There  Avere  in  one  single  room  about  fourteen  Irish,  drinking  rum  and 
“ Avhisky  ; in  another  there  Avas  a congregation  almost  equal  to  it,  and  they  were  spending 
“ the  night  in  drunkenness.”  I just  name  that  to  you  because  I think  you  should  bear 
in  mind  that  there  are  other  causes  of  cholera,  that  is  to  say,  predisposing  and  aggravating 
causes,  than  dirt  and  filth,  the  demoralizing  habits  of  the  lower  orders. 

3730.  (Chairman.)  AAYre  you  ever  in  any  of  these  districts  in  August  1853  before  the 
outbreak  ? — Not  before  the  outbreak. 

3731.  You  could  not  compare  the  state  of  them  in  August  1853  with  what  you  kneAV 
of  it  in  1848  ? — No,  I cannot;  I think  a great  deal  has  been  done  in  improving  the  town, 
especially  of  late.  The  sewerage  has  been  extended,  and  if  the  inhabitants  do  not  avail 
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themselves  of  it  by  making  side-drains,  it  is  their  fault.  I liave  some  property  in 
Neu^gate  Street,  and  there  was  no  drain  there  for  many  jmars.  We  felt  the  inconvenience 
of  it  ; but  a large  deep  drain  has  been  driven  up  tliere,  and  I got  a side  drain  put  into 
it.  Tliey  have  extended  the  sewerage  in  many  otlier  parts  of  the  town,  and  I apprehend 
the  town  is  greatly  better  than  it  was. 

o732.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  us  with  regard  to  tlie  state  of  the  water  during 
the  course  of  this  last  summer,  July,  August,  and  September  ? — At  one  time  the  water 
was  not  good,  when  tlie  supply  was  taken  from  the  river  ; but  generally  speaking  we 
have  been  very  well  supplied  in  this  town,  and  with  very  good  water.  I apprehend 
that  was  the  result  of  some  misadventure  (I  do  not  know  the  particidars  of  it),  because 
the  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of  that  company  certainly  professed  at  first  to  supply 
the  town  with  pure  water,  and  condemned  the  old  company  very  much  for  their  ditch 
water  or  their  dirty  water ; and  excepting  in  that  instance  I think  Ave  have  had  good 
Avater  ; in  my  case  unquestionably. 

3733.  (J/r.  Simon.)  Did  you  refrain  from  using  it  during  the  period  of  the  epidemic? 
— We  did  not  drink  it ; we  used  it  boiled. 

373d.  Do  you  mean  that  you  used  it  for  tea? — Yes,  avo  did. 

373-5.  Did  you  observe  any  unpleasant  smell  or  taste  in  the  Avater  before  you 
discontinAied  its  use? — No,  I did  not;  it  was  a little  muddy  and  dark. 

3736.  That  Avas  all  the  fault  that  you  found  Avith  it  ? — That  Avas  all.  I cannot  say  that  it 
was  offensive.  I do  not  knoAv  Avhether  one  part  of  the  toAvn  is  supplied  differently  from 
another,  but  I confess  I could  not  say  that  the  Avater  was  so  very  bad.  At  one  time  it 
Avas  muddy  and  thick  an<l  not  Avliat  it  Avas  before,  nor  Avhat  it  ought  to  be  ; but  I do  not 
attach  so  much  importance  to  that  circumstance  ; the  riA^er  Avater  is  drunk  in  various  parts. 
The  Thames  Avater  is  much  fouler  than  the  Tyne  Avater,  and  it  is  drunk  regularly. 

3737.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  approved  of  in  London  by  those  Avho  drink  it  ? — 
The  seafaring  men  approve  of  it.  I do  not  know  Avhether  the  inhabitants  do  or  not.  I 
have  heard  many  captains  that  I liaA'e  seen  speak  A^ery  highly  of  the  Thames  watei’. 

3738.  As  a class  do  they  drink  it  neat,  or  do  they  (jualify  it  and  make  grog  of  it  ? — 
I cannot  tell. 

3739.  {Chairman)  You  Avould  not  recommend  Thames  Avater  ? — Not  by  any  means  ; 
and  yet  I do  not  know,  individuals  eat  animal  food  in  a state  of  decomposition. 

3740.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Does  it  not  A^ery  frequently  give  them  diarrhoea  if  they  do  ? — I 
do  not  knoAv  that  it  does  frequently  do  so.  I think  tliey  Avould  giAm  over  eating  game, 
if  it  did.  I would  not  touch  it  for  my  part ; I do  not  think  it  is  Avholesome.  I do  not 
think  it  is  right  to  do  so. 

3741.  {Chairman.)  T have  a note  here  implying  that  you  can  give  us  some  information 
as  to  the  gas  ? — ^Yes.  When  I make  these  remarks,  I Avish  it  to  lie  understood  that  they 
have  a bearing  upon  the  origin  of  cholera.  I do  not  think  these  are  the  causes  of 
cholera — tlie  bad  Avater,  and  dirt,  and  filth — I think  they  are  predisposing  and  aggravating 
causes,  but  they  are  not  the  causes. 

3742.  {Mr.  Simon.)  If  they  Avere  exclusiAmly  the  causes  of  cholera,  you  think 
cholera  would  always  be  found  among  you  ? — It  Avould  never  disappear,  because  those 
Avashings  Avith  lime,  &c.,  Avhich  are  diligently  pursued  during  an  outbreak,  are  very  soon 
abandoned,  and  things  revert  sloAvly  and  imperceptibly  to  the  old  state  of  things.  If 
dirt  and  filth,  and  so  on,  bad  seAverage  and  bad  ventilation  were  the  causes,  then  we 
should  have  the  effects,  and  also  tlie  cholera,  perpetuated. 

3743.  What  Avould  your  experience  say  to  this  assertion,  auz.,  that  Aidienever  tlie 
cause,  Avhatever  it  may  be,  conies  into  operation,  that  cause  acts  more  jioAverfully  Avhere 
there  is  defective  ventilation,  bad  sewerage,  dirt  and  filth,  than  in  clean  places  ? — I slioidd 
say  so ; and  yet  it  is  very  remarkable  that,  in  this  last  outbreak,  I saAv  some  bad  cases 
in  a good  range  of  houses.  I think  there  cannot  be  better  houses  than  Avere  built  by 
Messr-s.  Rush  and  Lawton,  in  Westmoreland  Terrace ; I mean,  leading  from  the  Cattle 
Market  up  to  Rye  Hill.  Those  houses  have  each  of  them  tivo  water-closets,  a very  perfect 
system  of  drainage,  and  for  small  houses  are  expensively  built  and  fitted  up. 

3744.  (Chairman)  The  neighbourhood,  I fancy,  is  not  in  such  a good  condition  as  the 
houses  themselves  ? — The  ojiposite  houses  seem  very  good  houses  ; they  have  back  yards 
to  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  street. 

3745.  We  have  heard  a great  deal  about  that  district.  Are  you  familiarly  acijuainted 
Avith  the  state  of  the  houses  in  the  district  ? — Yes,  I knoAv  the  houses  Avell ; Mr.  LaAvton 
lived  a .short  wliile  in  one  of  them. 

3746.  Are  you  acquainted  Avith  the  state  of  the  houses  in  the  other  roAvs  in  the 
neighbourhood  ? — Yes,  I have  visited  on  the  other  side  of  the  street.  It  is  a very  Avide 
place  ; they  have  back  yards,  and  I do  not  knoAV  that  there  is  anything  uiiAvholesome  in 
them.  I only  allude  to  the  epidemic  nature  of  the  disease,  and  its  diffusion  during  this 
last  outbreak.  It  .spread  over  a much  wider  surface,  it  extended  all  about  the  toAvn. 

3747.  Whereas,  previou.sly,  it  had  been  more  .specifically  confined  to  the  districts  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  toAvn  ?- — Yes,  it  was  perhaps  more  diffused  in  1849 ; but  Ave  had  but  a 
slight  touch  of  it  in  1849. 

3748.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  that  very  slight  visitation  in  1849? — I cannot 
tell ; I believe  that  the  conditions  of  the  toAvn  were  ]>retty  equal ; there  Avas  nothing- 
remarkable. 
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8749.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  unusual  cleansings  having  been  made  about  that  time  ? 
— No,  I do  not  know. 

3750.  We  have  had  information  given  us  from  certain  repoits  of  the  medical  institu- 
tions of  this  town,  and  from  other  sources,  as  to  the  causes  which  rendered  the  attack  of 
cholera  in  1849  so  light.  You  do  not  happen  to  be  aware  of  them? — I am  aware  that 
one  reason  stated  is,  that  there  was  a better  water  supply,  and  that  is  a weighty  reason, 
because  there  were  facilities  for  sluicing  the  sewers.  I believe  there  was  a scantiness  of 
water  liere  in  1853. 

3751.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  do  not  know  of  anything  out  of  order  in  Westmoreland  Street, 
or  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — I do  not. 

3752.  From  this  book  of  reports  by  the  inspectors  of  nuisances  I find  that  on  September 
20th  1853,  which  as  you  Icuow  was  at  the  height  of  the  epidemic,  there  was  a nuisance  on 
some  premises  there  caused  by  the  oozing  of  water  from  the  common  sewer  into  the 
cellar,  which  produced  a stench  ; you  would  consider  that  a very  serious  evil,  would 
you  not  ? — It  is  a very  common  occurrence.  It  is  very  difficult  to  have  drains  tight ; the 
drains  in  my  own  house  emit  a bad  smell  now  and  then  during  the  summer  months. 

3753.  What  street  is  that  in  ? — Oxford  Street ; I have  had  them  taken  up  and  cement 
put  in,  but  owing  to  the  vermin  getting  into  the  drains  and  burrowing  it  is  very  difficult 
to  have  brick  drains  perfect. 

3754.  {Chairman.)  Is  it  your  impression  that  it  is  a common  thing  in  Newcastle  o 
have  stenches  from  your  sewers  and  drains  ? — I speak  for  my  own  premises  ; It  is  better 
now.  The  other  summer  there  was  a very  disagreeable  smell,  and  I had  it  taken  up  and 
repaired,  and  the  workmen  stated  that  they  blamed  the  rats  for  damaging  the  drains. 

3755.  {Mr.  Simon.)  When  we  wished  to  have  your  opinion  about  the  general  relations 
subsisting  between  uncleanliness  and  cholera,  you  drew  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  it 
had  prevailed  in  a very  good  class  of  houses,  where  to  the  best  of  your  belief  there  was  no 
filth,  and  you  mentioned  Westmoreland  Street,  and  that  neighbourhood.  When  we  refer 
to  Westmoreland  Street,  we  find  that,  at  the  very  moment  to  which  you  allude,  there  was 
leakage  going  on  from  the  sewers  into  the  cellars  of  a house.  W ould  you  regard  that 
state  of  things  as  compatible  with  the  good  sanitary  condition  of  a place  ? — By  no 
means. 

3756.  So  that  on  reconsideration  perhaps  you  would  hardly  consider  this  instance  or 
illustration  as  interfering  with  the  general  statement  with  which  you  have  favoured  us, 
viz.,  that  the  cause  of  cholera  operates  in  proportion  to  defective  ventilation,  to  defective 
sewerage,  to  dirt,  filth,  and  so  on  ? — I cannot  tell ; I am  so  totally  in  ignorance  of  the 
cause  of  the  cholera  that  I cannot  answer  that  question,  because  there  were  some  strange 
exemptions  in  this  town  during  these  visitations.  There  were  localities  where  you  might 
have  looked  for  it ; and  where,  according  to  that  mode  of  reasoning,  it  ought  to  have 
appeared,  and  they  escaped. 

3757.  {Chairman)  Can  you  give  us  an  instance,  within  the  borough,  of  a place,  which 
from  its  filthy  condition  might  have  been  expected  to  be  ravaged  with  cholera,  which  on 
this  occasion  was  exempt  ? — I cannot  point  exactly  to  one  particular  spot,  but  I remember 
very  well  that  in  1831  and  1832,  when  I had  more  to  do  with  the  disease  amongst  the 
lower  orders,  I was  very  much  struck  with  the  exemptions,  the  manner  in  which  the  disease 
passed  over  some  places  which  were  extremely  dirty  and  bad. 

3758.  What  information  can  you  give  us  with  reference  to  gas? — I had  charge  of  the 
gas  company’s  men  in  1849,  and  in  1853.  In  1849  there  were  only  two  deaths  amongst 
the  men.  I went  down  and  saw  the  premises  along  with  the  foreman  ; we  put  everything 
right  by  white-washing  and  so  on. 

3759.  You  thought  that  of  importance  with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  disease? — 
Doubtless,  and  as  favouring  their  recovery  if  they  did  take  ill.  I saw  several  of  the  men 
in  that  visitation  in  the  Manor  Chare,  in  Pandon,  in  Sandgate,  in  Silver  Street,  some  of 
the  very  bad  di.stricts  of  the  town  ; and  they  were  ordered  to  come  to  me  regularly  by 
day  or  by  night  upon  the  slightest  intimation  of  disease ; and  there  were  only  two  deaths 
after  I had  charge  of  them  in  1849,  and  I think  the  men  were  very  much  indebted  to  the 
directors  and  to  the  foreman  for  looking  narrowly  and  carefully  to  their  habits  ; I mean  in 
inculcating  upon  them  sobriety,  for  it  must  be  evident  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  there  is, 
as  I think,  some  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  on  these  visitations ; 
fermented  liquors  are  very  apt  to  become  sour  ; and  I think  a great  deal  of  mischief  is 
done  by  drinking  on  those  occasions.  In  1853  again  I had  charge  of  the  men  ; and  there 
was  only  one  man  died ; and  I regret  to  say  that  I saw  such  a scene  of  depravity  then  as 
I never  witnessed  in  my  life.  All  the  females  were  drunk,  and  that  indiscriminate  use  of 
brandy  is  very  much  to  be  deprecated. 

3760.  Is  there  any  other  point?  — ! think,  if  you  wish  to  take  in  all  the  causes,  some 
attention  should  be  paid  to  those  sinks  of  iniquity  where  the  people’s  morals  arc  destroyed 
and  debauched,  and  their  health  injured.  1 refer  to  the  low  public-houses  about  this  town. 
The  corporation  have  done  wisely  in  appointing  an  inspector  of  provisions,  but  I wish 
they  had  an  inspector  of  drinks ; for  if  men  are  so  dishonourable  in  their  conduct  that 
they  will  adulterate  provisions,  or  offer  them  for  sale  in  an  unfit  state,  I think  they  are 
just  as  likely  to  give  to  these  poor  fellows  improper  drinks ; and  1 wish  you  would  take 
it  into  your  consideration.  We  have  a great  many  low  Irish  in  this  town,  and  the  habij^ 
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of  drunkenness  is  so  prevalent,  and  the  facilities  for  getting  drunk  are  so  great  and  the 
temptation  so  great,  that  I think  the  magistrates  ought  to  look  more  narrowly  into  it, 
and  take  away  the  licences  from  these  low  public-houses. 

3761.  I believe  tliat  you  took  part  in  the  arrangements  made  in  1831-2  for  the 
repression  of  cholera  ? — I did. 

3762.  I wish  to  elicit  your  opinion  as  to  the  comparative  merits,  so  to  say,  of  the 
arrangements  made  in  18.31-2,  and  in  1853,  for  the  repression  of  cholera? — In  1831 
and  1832  I adopted,  along  with  my  colleagues,  a system  of  visitation  amongst  the  inha- 
bitants of  my  district,  down  at  Dent's  Hole  and  St.  Peter's.  I settled,  in  conjunction 
with  my  colleagues,  a mode  of  treatment,  so  that  there  was  no  confusion  or  discrepancy, 
and  we  co-operated  cordially  and  heartily  together ; and  I think,  by  early  attention  to 
the  premonitory  symptoms,  and  by  the  inculcation  of  temperance,  abstinence  from  beer 
and  spirits,  and  by  having  a depot  of  suitable  remedies  in  Mr.  Plummer's  house,  to  which 
the  people  could  have  access  upon  the  first  appearance  of  disease,  a very  great  deal  of 
mischief  was  prevented.  The  system  of  house  visitation  was  again  adopted  in  1853  here. 
I presume  with  very  great  advantage. 

3763.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  with  reference  to  the  arrangements 
of  1853? — ^No.  I had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Grainger,  and  only  once  of  seeing 
Dr.  Gavin,  at  a rather  stormy  meeting  at  the  infirmary.  I went  there,  hoping  to  have 
learned  something  for  some  practical  purpose.  However,  it  was  not  so,  and  I was  too 
much  occupied  to  pay  attention  to  anything  else.  Dr.  Gavin  seemed  to  be  very  desirous 
to  do  all  tliat  he  could  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  and  the  benefit  of  the  profession,  and 
he  did  his  best ; but  I had  no  appointment  under  the  Poor  Law  guardians. 

3764.  What  was  it  which  rendered  this  meeting  so  stormy  ? — Accusations  against  one 
party  and  another. 

3765.  Accusations  by  one  party  against  another  ? — Yes,  I think  so.  I mean  that  the 
Board  of  Health  officers  were  accused  of  want  of  energy,  and  of  not  acting  promptly ; 
and  the  guardians  were  thought  not  to  have  acted  with  sufficient  energy  at  the  onset ; 
though  I think  afterwards  they  did  everything  that  they  could  do.  But  I confess  it 
happened  so  in  1831-2.  There  is  a disinclination  to  anticipate  the  evil ; and  if  professional 
men  say  a very  great  deal  about  it,  they  are  called  alarmists. 

3766.  Various  charges  and  inculpations  of  and  against  the  inspectors  of  the  Board 
of  Health  have  been  made  before  us.  We  wish  to  get  your  opinion  as  to  whether 
they  can  properly  be  charged  with  any  fault  or  blame  in  the  matter  ? — I signed  a paper 
on  behalf  of  Dr.  Gavin,  approving  of  his  conduct. 

3767.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add  to  that  opinion? — Nothing  further.  I 
thought  lie  seemed  anxious  to  do  all  that  he  could.  I only  saw  him  once. 


Thomas  Michael  Greenhow,  Esq.,  sworn. 

3768.  (Chairman?}  I believe  you  are  senior  surgeon  of  the  infirmary  ? — I am. 

3769.  How  many  years  have  you  been  connected  with  that  institution? — Twenty-two 
years. 

3770.  And  have  practised  longer  than  that  in  the  town,  I believe  ? — Much  longer. 

3771.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  the  reports  of  that  institution  ? — Pretty 
well. 

3772.  Have  you  anything  to  say  why  we  should  not  accept  the  statements  in  those 
reports  as  true  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

3773.  May  we  put  the  same  question  to  you  as  regards  the  reports  of  the  dispensary 
and  fever  hospital  ? — I am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  these  institutions,  but  I have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  their  reports,  and  never  had.  I have  looked  over  them  for 
years,  and  never  doubted  the  truth  of  them  at  all. 

3774.  Were  you  a member  of  a sanitary  association  formed  about  the  year  1847  ? — 
Yes. 

3775.  (Mr.  Simon.)  And  you  signed  a report  which  the  committee  of  that  association 
addressed  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  on  the  occasion  of  his  visiting  the  town  in  1849  ? — Yes. 

3776.  That  report  speaks  to  the  fact  of  the  excessive  mortality  of  the  last  few  years 
having  “ arisen  solely  from  zymotic  or  epidemic,  which  are  in  fact  the  most  preventible 
“ diseases  ?" — I believe  that  in  a great  degree  that  was  the  case,  as  it  also  is  the  ease  in 
all  large  towns,  1 Ijelieve. 

3777.  Spealdng  of  the  habitual  seats  of  fever,  it  says : “ To  describe  the  seats  of 
“typhus  and  other  forms  of  continued  fever  would  be  to  enumerate  all  the  narrow 
“ undrained  alleys  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  together  with  many  equally  unhealthy 
“ because  still  more  neglected  districts  in  the  suburbs  ?’’ — I believe  that  is  perfectly 
correct. 

3778.  “ In  many  parts  of  Newcastle,  fever  may  be  said  to  be  never  absent ; and  a 
“ continued  residence  in  those  unwholesome  dweUings  is  certain  to  involve  the  prostration 
“ and  eventually  the  death  of  some  members  of  the  family  by  fever  ?" — I believe  that  also 
is  perfectly  correct. 


?.  M.  Frost,  Esrj. 
27th  Jan.  1854. 
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.3779.  “ As  an  illustration  of  this  statement,  we  may  refer  to  the  statistics  of  fever  in 
“a  notorious  locality  during  a portion  only  of  the  epidemic  of  1847,  by  which  it  appeared 
“ that  in  nine  rooms  in  Craig’s  Court,  tenanted  at  the  time  of  inspection  by  fifty-five 
“ inhabitants,  there  had  been,  within  the  three  months  immediately  preceding  our  visit, 

“ no  less  than  fifty  cases  of  fever,  and  five  deaths  — I believe  that  is  a true  statement 

3780.  This  report  was  made  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  shortly  after  the  sprinkling  of  cholera 
which  you  had  here  in  1848-49,  and  it  expresses  itself  on  that  subject  as  follows : — “The 
“ comparatively  few  cases  of  malignant  cholera  which  have  occurred  in  Newcastle  supply, 

“ we  think,  amply  sufficient  evidence  both  of  the  invariable  dependence  of  attacks  of 
“ this  epidemic  on  certain  predispo.sing  physical  causes,  and  also  of  the  necessity  for 
“ continued  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  lest  this  fearful  disease,  in  the  event  ot 
“ a second  visitation,  by  no  means  an  uncommon  accident  in  its  erratic  course,  should 
“exercise  a more  destructive  influence  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle?” — These  are 
sentiments  in  which  I quite  concur.  I believe  they  are  quite  correct. 

3781.  Is  it  within  your  recollection  that  just  before  the  time  referred  to  in  this  rej3ort 
there  had  been  very  extensive  works  of  cleansing  in  the  town,  in  consequence  of  the 
Irish  fever,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  ?— It  happens  that  whenever 
there  is  an  epidemic,  either  of  fever  or  of  cholera,  the  public  authorities  are  immediately 
excited  to  attention  to  these  subjects,  and  a thorough  cleansing  is  generally  instituted. 

3782.  Do  you  find  that  in  the  intervals  between  epidemics  that  vigilance  relaxes? — 
I apprehend  it  does,  as  regards  local  causes  of  disease.  I think  as  regards  the  general 
condition  of  the  town,  perhaps  it  is  improved,  because  I know  that  within  that  period 
very  extensive  drainage  works  have  been  carried  out  through  some  large  thoroughfares, 
where  they  were  very  imperfect  before. 

3783.  Large  sewers,  do  you  mean  ? — Large  sewers  have  been  constructed,  but  there  is 
one  thing  which  has  rendered  these  in  a great  degree  useles.s,  viz.,  that  the  inhabitants 
have  not  made  side  sewers  from  the  houses  into  them  in  many  instances. 

3784.  You  are  surgeon  to  the  prison  in  this  town  ? — I am. 

3785.  This  is  your  paper,  I believe,  (handing  a paiier  to  the  witness)  1 — Yes,  I believe 
it  Is. 

3786.  We  find  that,  between  the  1st  of  September  and  the  20th  of  October,  the  prison 
contained  236  persons? — Not  at  one  time.  About  144  was  the  number,  I know,  at  the 
commencement,  and  I believe  it  kejit  pretty  equal  during  the  whole  period.  Some  were 
dismi.ssed  and  some  were  admitted  daily. 

3787.  Amounting  altogether  to  ninety -tw'o.  There  was  a shift  of  ninety-two  ? — Yes. 

3788.  So  that  at  different  jieriods  during  these  seven  weeks,  though  not  simultaneously, 
there  were  altogether  236  different  persons  confined  in  the  prison  ? — I dare  say  that  is 
quite  correct. 

3789.  Among  those  236  persons  Ave  find  that  you  had  142  attacks  of  diarrhoea,  of 
Avhich  fifteen  went  on  to  cholera,  and  that  there  were  nine  deaths? — Yes,  that  is  correct. 
When  you  say  fifteen  AVent  on  to  cholera,  you  Avill  recollect  that  those  fifteen  were  only 
those  that  Avent  on  to  the  extreme  stage  of  cholera.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  distinction 
is  perfectly  unphilosophical  betAveen  cholera  and  approximate  cholera.  In  fact  they  are 
merely  stages  of  the  same  disease,  but  I put  them  doAvn  according  to  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Gavin,  and  I was  Avilling  to  make  the  statement  not  too  strong. 

3790.  So  that  you  think  the  cases  put  doAvn  here  as  approximate  cholera  ouglit  to  be 
put  down  as  cases  of  cholera  ? — I consider  them  cases  of  cholera,  not  cases  of  collapse. 

3791.  That  Avould  add  tAventy-one  cases  to  the  other  fifteen  cases,  so  that  there  were 
thirty-six  cases  of  cholera  and  nine  deaths  ? — Yes. 

3792.  We  find  that  the  prison  contains  fifty -two  sleeping  cells,  comprising  from  350 
to  400  cubic  feet  of  air,  and  that  a prisoner  sleeps  in  each  cell  in  that  part ; that  there 
are  also  tweh^e  rooms,  originally  intended  for  sick  rooms,  but  that  in  consequence  of  the 
deficient  accommodation,  these  are  now  used  as  sleeping  rooms;  that  they  vaiy  in  size 
from  750  to  800  cubic  feet,  and  that  the  number  of  prisoners  sleeping  in  these  rooms 
varies  from  three  to  five,  and  occasionally  six  ? — That  is  the  case  I believe.  I should 
think  there  were  five  in  several  of  the  rooms,  certainly,  from  my  recollection. 

3793.  That  would  be  from  150  to  160  cubic  feet  of  space  for  each  prisoner? — Yes. 

3794.  Do  you  happen  to  recollect  what  is  the  minimum  allowance  permitted  in  regis- 
tered lodging-houses  ; is  it  not  300  ? — I think  it  is  300  or  350,  and  that  I apprehend  is 
at  least  one-half  too  little  for  the  preservation  of  perfect  health. 

3795.  Then  you  would  regard  this  as  excessive  overcrowding  ? — I think  it  is  being 
excessively  overcrowded  dining  the  night,  but  that  is  inevitable  from  the  construction  of 
the  prison, 

3796.  Then  again  I find  that,  during  the  late  epidemic,  eight  prisoners  were  confined 
to  bed  (that  I presume  is  day  and  night)  in  one  room  containing  1,850  cubic  teet ; that  is 
230  each  ? — Yes. 

3797.  And  nine  prisoners  in  another  room  containing  2,400  feet  ? — Yes ; that  is 
perfectly  correct. 

3798.  You  Avould  consider  that  also  overcrowding  ? — Much  overcrowded.  They  were 
prisoners  ill  of  cholera,  choleraic  diarrhoea,  or  in  its  various  stages. 
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379.9.  Has  it  devolved  upon  you  to  make  any  representations  to  any  one  of  tliis  over- 
crowding in  the  prison? — I wrote  to  Sir  John  Kincaid  on  the  subject;  at  his  request  I 
made  a statement  to  him. 

3800.  At  what  time  ? — I should  have  done  so  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  cholera, 
but  my  time  was  so  occupied  then  that  I had  no  opportunity ; so  I did  it  afterwards, 
between  that  time  and  Chri.stmas. 

3801.  Had  you  ever  before  represented  that  the  prison  was  overcrowded? — I do  not 
know  that  I had  except  in  general  conversation.  I never  made  any  wi’itten  statement 
before  to  that  effect. 

3802.  But  in  conversation  you  had  done  so  ? — In  conversation  it  has  been  repeatedly 
done. 

3803.  To  the  visiting  justices  ? — To  those  in  authority.  With  Mr.  Frederick  Hill,  who 
used  to  visit  this  place,  I had  frequent  conversations  on  the  subject,  but  if  I may  be  allowed 
to  state  it,  those  two  cases  where  there  were  eight  females  ill  in  one  room,  and  nine  in 
another,  were  of  the  most  exaggerated  description ; the  hammocks  in  which  they  were 
slung  nearly  covered  the  entire  floor,  and  the  ventilation  was  imperfect ; it  was  only  by 
three  narrow  windows  at  one  end  ; and  you  can  easily  imagine  that  all  the  animal  excre- 
tions which  took  place  there,  and  which  required  to  be  removed,  would  tend  to  vitiate 
the  atmosphere  in  a much  greater  degree  than  where  there  was  plenty  of  space  and  plenty 
of  air,  and  better  accommodation.  In  consequence  of  this  condition  of  things,  I very 
soon  made  a representation  to  the  magistrates,  and  with  their  concurrence  and  the 
assistance  of  the  town  surveyor  some  hospitals  were  established ; — for  the  prison  has  no 
infirmary,  no  special  accommodation  for  the  sick  whatever ; — there  was  a female  hospital 
established  in  the  men’s  school-room,  which  was  contiguous  to  the  female  part  of  the 
prison,  in  which  eiglit  beds  were  placed ; and  as  soon  as  the  patients  were  removed  to 
this  hospital,  it  relieved  in  a most  important  degree  the  pressure  of  patients  within  that 
part  of  the  prison  appropriated  to  females,  and  in  the  male  part  of  the  prison  two  or 
three  hospital-wards  were  established,  in  what  are  called  day-rooms,  which  answered  the 
purpose  very  well,  and  the  improvement  certainly  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison 
after  that  was  very  conspicuous.  I think  these  hospitals  were  ready  about  the  13th  of 
September. 

3804.  Do  you  believe  that  the  mortality  of  the  prison  was  aggravated  by  this  crowding? 
— I have  no  doubt  of  it  whatever.  I have  no  doubt  that,  in  these  female  wards  especially, 
some  of  the  sick  died  very  much  in  consequence  of  the  extremely  crowded  and  iU-venti- 
lated  condition  of  the  rooms  in  which  they  slept. 

3805.  Was  the  ventilation  bad  throughout  the  building  ? — The  ventilation  in  otlier 
parts  of  the  building  is  better  than  in  these  rooms.  They  are  within  the  tower,  which  is 
the  entrance  part  of  the  prison  ; and  they  are  not  allowed  to  have  any  windows  fiicing 
the  street.  The  consequence  is  that  the  window  is  all  at  one  end  of  the  room,  which 
is  narrow  compared  with  its  length,  and  the  ventilation  is  consequently  extremely 
imperfect. 

3806.  Is  it  furnished  with  a fireplace  ? — Yes  ; but  the  ventilation  becomes  very  defective, 
during  tlie  niglit  especially,  and  when  there  are  sick  persons  in  the  room.  The  presence 
of  sick  persons  of  course  increases  the  necessity  for  ventilation,  and  diminishes  the  power 
of  ventilation. 

3807.  Do  you  believe  the  drainage  of  the  establishment  to  be  good  ? — I believe  every 
means  is  taken  to  render  it  good ; but  you  will  remember  that  the  drainage  of  any 
building  of  that  sort  can  never  be  good,  unless  the  general  drainage  of  the  town  is  good 
into  w'hich  it  empties  itself.  Now  I am  not  acquainted  exactly  with  the  condition  of  the 
sewerage  from  that  part  of  the  town  to  the  river.  I have  detected  sometimes  a water- 
closet  wliich  has  been  foul,  especially  one  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs,  whidi  leads  up  to 
this  tower  where  the  female  prisoners  w^ere  ; but  it  was  immediately  corrected  when  I 
pointed  it  out.  This  was  at  a very  early  period  of  the  disease,  or  perhaps  when  there 
was  a ])revious  form  of  disease,  namely  dysentery,  which  prevailed  for  a few  weeks  in 
the  prison. 

3808.  Had  you  had  occasion  to  notice  the  stoppage  of  that  same  drain  before  ? — I had 
not. 

3809.  Have  you  noticed  in  visiting  the  prison  occasionally  the  smells  of  offensive 
drainage  ?— I do  not  think  I have  often  done  so.  The  fact  is,  the  greatest  po,ssible 
attention  is  paid  to  all  tliese  matters,  and  the  health  of  the  prison  is  remarkably  well 
maintained  generally.  I have  rarely  known  any  appearance  of  epidemic  in  it,  and  for  the 
most  part  the  health  of  the  prisoners  is  what  I should  call  good. 

3810.  Do  you  find  the  place  dry  at  its  lower  parts  ? — I think  it  is.  It  stands  upon 
two  levels.  The  lower  level  is  towards  the  yard,  where  the  prisoners  are  employed  in 
breaking  stones,  and  the  upper  level  is  a storey  higher,  and  looks  towards  the  garden  ; and 
in  that  level  tlie  princi])al  raciii  of  the  prison  are  placed  : but  in  this  lower  level  there  are 
some  cells  which  are  occupietl  sometimes  for  punishment,  and  there  is  a back  wall  with  a 
passage  between  it  and  these  cells  ; the  Imck  wall  being  towards  the  surface  behind. 
Now,  tliere  are  four  of  these  cells,  I think,  in  winch  prisoners  are  occasionally  punished, 
and  I never  knew  them  suffer  from  tliat  cause.  I think  the  rest  of  the  prison  is  dry ; 
very  dry  on  the  wliole. 
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3811.  Can  you  recollect  your  first  case  of  cholera  last  year? — Yes,  a decided  case  of 
cholera  was  about  the  7th  or  8th.  T think  it  was  a man  of  the  name  of  Gibson,  whe 
died  on  the  8th. 

3812.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  had  been  long  in  the  house  ?— He  had  been  some  time 
in  the  house,  I recollect ; because  his  wife  was  there  at  the  same  time,  and  I think  for  the 
same  fault,  but  I cannot  tell  exactly  how  long. 

3813.  Regarding  the  diet  of  the  prisoners,  sho\;ld  we  be  able  to  learn  how  many  there 
were  on  each  of  these  different  classes  of  diet  ?— I think  tlie  governor  would  be  able  to 
furnish  you  with  that  information.  I must  say,  with  regard  to  the  diet,  that  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  very  ample  and  very  good. 

3814.  Did  you  make  any  alteration  of  it  during  the  epidemic? — Yes,  we  omitted  alto- 
gether vegetables  in  tlie  diet ; the  potatoes  were  discontinued,  and  rice  was  substituted. 
The  soup  also  was  discontinued,  and  meat  was  given  instead,  every  day. 

3815.  In  all  the  diets  ? — I believe  in  all  the  diets.  I think  every  attention  was  paid 
that  was  likely  to  conduce  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners  in  regard  to  diet ; but  generally 
speaking  the  diet  appears  to  me  ample  and  good,  much  better  than  I have  known  many 
working  men  able  to  feed  their  families  with  ; and  generally  the  health  of  the  prisoners 
was  well  maintained  by  it,  as  I have  told  you  before. 

3816.  Did  you  make  any  observations  on  the  water  during  the  epidemic  ? — I made  no 
chemical  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  water.  I know  that  it  was  very  dirty  in 
appearance. 

3817.  Did  you  taste  it? — I am  not  sure  that  I tasted  it  at  the  ])rison.  I dare  say  I 
did  so  at  my  own  house,  where  I make  use  of  it  also,  not  entirely,  but  in  making  tea  and 
ill  washing. 

3818.  Can  you  answer  whether  it  had  or  had  not  any  offensive  smell  or  taste? — 
Occasionally  I think  it  had  an  offensive  smell,  but  whether  that  depended  upon  its  having- 
been  within  a cistern  for  some  time,  or  any  other  cause,  I cannot  tell ; but  in  washing 
with  it,  which  I was  obliged  to  do  at  that  time,  I sometimes  remarked  that  the  smell  of 
the  water  was  disagreeable. 

3819.  At  your  own  house  ? — At  my  own  house. 

3820.  Do  you  draw  that  water  from  a cistern  ? — ^No  ; it  is  drawn  from  the  tap  direct, 
at  my  house,  without  any  cistern. 

3821.  Without  any  connection  with  a water-closet  ? — Without  any  connection  with  a 
water-closet. 

3822.  Did  you  notice  the  taste  ? — I can  hardly  speak  to  the  taste ; I tasted  as  little  of 
it  as  I could,  owing  to  its  appearance,  I dare  say.  With  legard  to  the  water,  I do  not 
know  whether  I ought  to  volunteer  any  remark  or  not,  but  I should  say,  that  whenever 
the  water  is  not  good,  concurring  with  other  causes,  it  is  likely  to  predispose  to  any 
epidemic  disease  that  is  prevalent  at  the  time  ; and  that,  I think,  is  all  that  I can 
say  upon  the  matter,  except  that  I know  that  about  that  time  the  water  was  less  pure  from 
causes  which  are  quite  notorious ; and  it  would  be  absurd  to  attempt  to  disguise  the  fact. 

3823.  Can  you  speak  fi-orn  personal  knowledge  of  its  having  produced  diarhoea? — I 
cannot  tell.  I cannot  tell  what  share  it  had  in  the  production  of  disease  ataU;  I can 
only  speak  to  its  not  being  so  pure  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  to  the  probability  that, 
concurring  with  other  causes,  it  might  lead  to  the  production  of  disease. 

3824.  At  ju-esent,  you  have  not  much  knowledge  of  the  poorer  parts  of  the  town  ? — I 
have  not ; much  less  than  I had  formerly. 

3825.  Can  you  suggest  to  us  whether  we  could  improve  upon  the  sort  of  evidence  that 
we  have  got  upon  that  subject  from  the  Poor  Law  medical  officers ; are  they  likely  to 
represent  it  to  us  fully  and  accurately? — I should  think  they  are.  I know  some  very  intelligent 
medical  men  are  employed  by  the  Poor  Law  guardians  ; and  I have  no  doubt  they  will 
give  you  as  true  and  efficient  evidence  as  you  can  expect  from  any  one  on  that  subject. 

3826.  Can  you  favour  us  with  an  opinion  on  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  the 
middling  classes  here,  as  regards  sanitary  accommodation? — I think  you  must  have  observed, 
if  you  have  seen  much  of  the  town,  that  the  habits  of  the  people  here  within  their  houses,  are 
not  so  cleanly  and  orderly  and  careful,  as  i-egards  those  sanitary  conditions  which  are  likely 
to  promote  the  health  of  the  inliabitants,  as  they  might  be ; that  I consider  is  a very  great 
evil  in  this  place.  It  is  one  which  I have  endeavoured  on  many  occasions  to  counteract ; 
perhaps  sometimes  the  advice  which  I have  given  has  been  attended  to.  My  opinion  is, 
that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  externally,  is  dependent  upon  the  public 
authorities ; but  it  is  different  as  to  the  causes  of  disease  within  their  own  houses.  Now, 
that  exists  occasionally  amongst  what  I should  call  the  middle  cla.sses,  as  well  as  among 
the  working  classes  ; but  it  is  vei-y  difficult  to  draw  a distinction,  and  very  difficult  to 
make  one  set  of  people  perfectly  cleanly,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  not  so 
cleanly  as  they  ought  to  be. 

3827.  Is  the  arrangement  of  privies  in  conjunction  with  ash-pits,  rather  than  water- 
closets,  the  general  arrangement  among  the  middling  classes  here  ? — I think  water-closets 
are  becoming  more  prevalent  than  formerly  in  the  middling  parts  of  the  town  ; but  still, 

I believe  privies  prevail  very  much,  and  are  often  in  a very  bad  condition,  which  tends 
to  vitiate  the  atmosphere  of  the  town  and  neigh houihood. 

3828.  Would  you  consider  it  of  extreme  importance  that  means  .should  be  taken  for 
enforcing  house-drainage  ? — I think  so. 
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3829.  When  you  say  house-drainage,  you  mean  probably  that  the  foecal  matters  of  the 
house  should  be  carried  off,  as  by  a water-closet  ? — I think  that  is  the  most  efficient  mode 
of  getting  quit  of  them,  certainly.  There  is  nothing  more  offensive  than  sewage 
accumulated  in  privies  and  cesspools  ; and  in  a town  like  tliis,  where  there  is  such  an 
excellent  descent  towards  the  ri\  cr,  the  drainage  might  be,  and  ought  to  be,  I think,  more 
perfect  than  in  almost  any  other  town  that  I am  acquainted  with. 

8830.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  arrangement  than  that  of  a water-closet  by  which 
those  matters  can  be  continuously  and  effectually  got  rid  of? — I have  not,  perhaps, 
considered  the  subject  sufficiently  to  suggest  any  other  means  whatever  than  those  which 
are  ordinarily  in  use  in  great  towns.  But  the  more  perfect  these  arrangements  are  made 
in  each  individual  house,  the  better,  I am  satisfied,  will  be  the  health  of  that  house  and 
of  the  contiguous  houses,  and  of  the  whole  neighbourhood,  in  short.  If  I might  be 
allowed  to  volunteer  a remark,  I should  say,  in  reference  to  those  remarks  of  Mr.  Frost’s, 
that  I know  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Westmoreland  Street  some  places  Avhicli  are 
extremely  deficient  in  everything  that  is  likely  to  promote  health.  There  is  a lane  which 
runs  on  the  west  side  of  Blenheim  Street,  between  Blandford  Street  and  Blenheim  Street. 
Now,  I have  had  reason  to  observe  that  in  some  parts  of  this  lane  there  is  the  gi’eatest 
want  of  attention  to  all  that  should  promote  human  liealtli.  Some  most  disorderly  people 
live  there.  Their  houses  are  filled  with  filth  of  all  sorts  ; and  they  make  the  neighbour- 
hood as  bad  as  themselves.  My  attention  has  been  lately  more  directed  to  that  subject^ 
in  consequence  of  my  visiting  persons  who  were  ill  in  Blenheim  Street.  I have  once  or 
twice,  and,  I believe,  oftener,  within  the  last  few  years  represented  this  subject  to  tlie 
board  of  guardians,  or  the  authorities,  without,  I must  say,  its  having  been  effectually 
attended  to.  However,  1 have  caused  it  to  be  so  represented  to  them,  by  inducing  tlie 
inhabitants  to  do  so.  Now,  it  Avould  conduce,  I think,  to  the  health  of  that  district  if 
this  place  in  particular,  and  perha^is  others  equally  bad,  were  properly  attendc.d  to. 

3831.  Supposing  the  houses  in  Blenheim  Street  and  in  Blandford  Street  themselves 
were  in  decent  order,  would  you  consider  that  this  condition  of  the  lane  situaded  between 
them  was  sufficient  to  act  injuriously  on  the  health  of  those  places  ? — I think  decidedly 
so.  I saw  some  persons  who  were  ill  there ; and  in  a house  two  or  three  doors  off  more 
than  one  death,  I believe,  occurred  in  a respectable  middle  class  house,  in  immediate 
proximity  to  this  particular  focus  of  nuisance  which  I refer  to. 

3832.  Did  you,  in  your  own  })ractice,  see  much  of  the  occurrence  of  cholera  in  houses 
that  at  first  blush  would  seem  to  be  well-conditioned  houses  ? — Yes,  I did.  I sa  w some 
cases,  certainly,  in  a rank  of  life  wiiere  I should  not  have  looked  foi’  them,  and  in  houses 
which,  I should  have  thought,  were  tolerably  free  from  those  exciting  causes  which  are 
dependent  upon  the  kind  of  negligence  to  which  we  have  been  referring. 

3833.  Were  you  able  to  make  detailed  inquiry  as  to  whether  tliey  were  really  free 
from  sanitary  evils  ? — I am  hardly  able  to  answer  that  question  with  precision.  I made 
some  inquiries,  but  perlraps  not  in  tliat  S3^stematic  way  which  would  enable  me  to  make 
any  particular  remark  upon  it. 

383f.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  sew.erage  of  the  town,  for  instance,  in  West- 
moreland Street ; which  was  quoted  to  us  just  now  as  an  unimpeachable  locality ; but 
in  regard  of  which,  in  the  official  reports  by  the  inspectors  of  nuisances,  we  find  record  of 
a leakage  from  the  sewer  into  ojie,  or  perhaps  more,  of  the  houses  there,  which,  of  course, 
is  equivalent  to  no  drainage  at  all  ? — I should  quite  agree  with  you  there.  I think 
nothing  is  more  likely  to  produce  a noxious  vapour  than  that  sort  of  leakage  ; but  whether 
it  exists  in  many  instances  I caiiiiot  tell. 

3835.  Then  again  at  a particular  corner  of  Fenkle  Street  and  Clayton  Street,  it  was 
suggested  to  ns  by  Mr.  Grainger  that  cases  of,  and  even  deaths  from,  cholera  had  occurred  in 
houses  possessing  all  proper  sanitary  conditions  except  thorough  ventilation.  On  inquiry, 
however,  we  find  that  there  are  two  seAver  grates  facing  the  spot  where  the  largest  ainoimt 
of  mortality  occurred  ; c.nd  on  making  an  examination  of  the  sewer  beneath  Ave  find  an 
accumulation  in  it  to  the  depth  of  some  tAventy  inches  of  soil  ? — I can  easily  believe  that ; 
because  in  passing  along  that  part  of  the  toAvn,  Clayton  Street,  which  I do  every  morning, 
1 have  often  found  the  odours  excessively  offensiAm ; evidently  arising  from  foecal 
accumulation  in  some  shape  or  other. 

3836.  Along  tlie  Avhole  ieng-th  of  Clayton  Street  ? — Along  the  Avhole  length  of  Clayton 
Street.  1 have  repeatedly  felt  it;  of  course  more  intense  atone  point  perhaps  than  at 
others. 

3837.  Is  it  your  impression  generall}^  that  the  seAvers  of  the  tovai  are  effectual  ? — I do 
not  know  exactly  the  state  of  the  sewerage  ; but  I should  think  that  the  seAverage  is  veiy 
inefficient  in  maiy  parts  of  the  toAvm.  I knoAv  that  in  many  districts  Avhich  have  been 
newly  built  there  are  no  sewers  at  all. 

3838.  But  as  respects  such  a district  as  that  with  Avhich  Mr.  Grainger’s  name  is 
associated,  Grainger  Street,  Clayton  Street,  Nuns  Street,  Nelson  Street,  Blackett  Street, 
and  thereabouts,  Avhat  Avould  be  your  opinion  ? — I live  myself  in  Blackett  Street,  at  the 
corner  of  Eldon  Square,  and  1 must  confess  that  1 doubt  the  ])erfection  of  the  drainage, 
Avhich  has  lieen  laid  down  there.  Like  Mr.  Fi'ost,  I haAm  repeatedly  required  to  have  the 
drains  under  my  own  house  examined  and  sealed  vs’ith  cement ; and  for  some  years  past  I 
think  1 luiA'e  not  Ijeeu  annoyed  with  them;  l:mt  formerly  1 Avas  ver}'  much  annoyed  with 
tliem.  But  1 rdiould  apprehend  that,  Avhen  i\li’.  Grainger  laid  doAAm  these  dmius,  twenty 
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years  ago  perhaps,  they  were  hardly  done  in  the  very  efficient  manner  in  whicli  I dare  say 
our  town  surveyor  would  take  care  that  they  were  done  now.  Perhaps  Mr.  Grainger  did 
them  according  to  the  lights  of  the  time,  as  well  as  was  to  be  expected  from  a person  who 
was  carrying  on  such  immense  works  as  he  was  at  the  time  ; but  I should  think  that,  if 
these  were  to  be  examined  now  and  rej)laced,  there  would  probably  be  found  many  defects 
111  their  original  construction  to  be  corrected.  In  Blackett  Street  I may  state  that  a 
great  many  cases  of  cholera  occurred  during  the  late  epidemic.  At  the  east  end  of  Blackett 
Street,  I believe  there  were  four  or  five  houses,  in  each  of  which  an  individual  died,  and 
persons  in  the  middle  rank  of  life. 

3839.  (Chairman.)  Between  Eldon  Square  and  Grey  Street  ? — No  ; between  Eldon 
Square  and  Northumberland  Street, 

3840.  (Mr.  Simon.)  On  the  north  side  ? — On  the  north  side  of  the  street. 

3841.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  drainage  of  those  houses  ? — No  ; I cannot  say  that 
I am  intimately  acquainted  Avith  it ; but  I should  doubt  its  being  particularly  good.  I 
saw  one  person  who  died,  whose  husband  is  a poulterer,  and  has  a very  small  yard  in 
Avhich  he  keeps  a quantity  of  poultry ; and  I should  question  very  much  whether  the 
drainage  in  tliat  place  is  at  all  Avhat  it  ought  to  be,  or  in  the  others  more  immediately 
adjoining  it.  It  is  my  impression,  not  that  I can  speak  accurately  as  to  the  drainage  or 
its  efficiency,  that  it  can  not  be  and  is  not  very  good  there,  because  the  houses  appear  to 
me  to  give  evidence  when  you  enter  them  that  the  drainage  is  defective. 

3842.  Adopting  your  criterion  of  effectual  drainage,  viz.,  whether  or  not  in  passing 
along  the  street  you  perceive  a decided  stink  arising  from  gully  holes,  and  whether  on 
entering  houses  you  find  a j)erceptible  smell  of  drainage  there,  .should  you  say  that  the 
best  parts  of  tlie  town  are  well  drained  ? — I should  scarcely  say  they  are  so  well  drained 
as  they  might  be.  In  the  best  parts  of  the  town  the  drainage  is  old,  and  was  done 
])iecemeal  by  the  persons  who  built  the  hou.ses,  and  not  according  to  any  general  plan ; 
and  I should  think  that  these  fragments  of  drainage  do  not  very  well  dovetail  into  each 
other,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  best  parts  of  the  towm  is  by  no  means  complete  in 
that  respect. 

3843.  I dare  say  you  may  have  heard  that  there  has  been  some  difference  of  opinion 
with  respect  to  the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  here,  and  the  action  of 
the  Board  of  Health  itself? — I believe  the  guardians  have  been  the  local  Board  of 
Health  here  exclusively,  and  Dr.  Gavin  and  Dr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Grainger  were  here  to 
assist.  I must  say  that,  if  I had  been  the  board  of  guardians  in  my  individual  person, 
I should  have  looked  after  things  sooner ; because  I do  not  think  they  attempted  any- 
thing until  the  actual  outbreak  took  place  ; but  we  know  hoAV  very  difficult  it  is  to  move  a 
body  in  that  way  to  anticipate  an  evil.  I certainly  should  have  been  better  pleased  if 
they  had  looked  after  the  matter  sooner.  Now,  with  regard  to  Dr.  Gavin,  I saw  him 
several  times  ; he  appeared  to  me  to  be  extremely  energetic  and  active,  and  desirous  of 
enforcing  the  best  means  of  remedying  evils  which  existed,  and  of  preventing  the 
continuance  of  the  disease.  I must  say  that  as  far  as  I saw  of  Dr.  Gavin,  I was  very  well 
satisfied  Avith  what  he  had  done,  and  Avhat  he  Avas  recommending  to  the  guardians,  for 
I Avas  there  on  one  occasion.  I thought  that  his  mode  of  advising  Avas  extremely  judicious, 
and  there  appeared  at  that  time  to  be  a determination  on  their  part  to  act  upon  it  Avdth 
the  greatest  vigour. 

3844.  And  j\Ir.  Grainger  ? — I did  not  see  Mr.  Grainger. 

3845.  As  respects  the  operation  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  do  you  think  that  the 
poAver  Avhich  the  General  Board  of  Health  has  over  boards  of  guaj-dians,  to  incite  them 
under  certain  circumstances  to  the  performance  of  particular  acts  of  household  visitation 
and  the  like,  is  a useful  poAver,  such  as  you  Avould  wish  to  be  exerted  under  the  circum- 
stances ? — I do  ; it  appeared  to  be  very  usefully  exerted  on  the  late  occasion  certainly ; 
and  I should  think,  unless  the  local  authorities  are  active  and  efficient  in  instituting  these 
same  means  of  prevention,  it  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  have  a superintending 
body  in  the  General  Board  of  Health  in  London,  to  enforce  attention  to  all  these  matters, 
which  are  called  for  on  an  occasion  like  that. 

3846.  You  were  in  practice  here  in  1831  ? — I was. 

3847.  Will  your  memory  serve  you  to  compare  the  tAvo  periods? — Yes,  it  Avill  in  a 
great  degree,  I think. 

3848.  Do  you  think  that  the  arrangements  made  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  Avere  better 
in  the  one  period  or  in  the  other  ? — I should  think  that  they  were  very  much  the  same 
on  both  occasions.  As  soon  as  ever  the  disease  appeared  to  be  extending,  I remember 
that  the  mayor  of  NeAvcastle  of  that  day  did  Avhat  was  extremely  proper ; he  instituted 
a local  board  of  health ; he  called  together  all  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  town,  and 
others  who  Avere  likely  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  such  a board  of  health  efficiently,  and 
he  consulted  them,  and  several  meetings  took  place  when  the  disease  Avas  in  limine  only  ; 
and  I think  the  arrangements  were  made  Avith  considerable  activity  then,  and  consider- 
able efficiency.  One  or  tAvo  blunders  were  made,  but  they  Avere  in  trying  too  much,  for 
example,  cholera  hospitals  Avere  established,  which  I conceive  Avere  decidedly  injurious 
rather  than  useful,  Avith  regard  to  the  degree  of  mortality ; but  they  did  Avhat  has  been 
done  lately,  they  remoA^ed  all  local  nuisances,  they  whitewashed  all  entries,  they  flushed 
the  naiTow  lanes,  and  did  all  these  sort  of  things,  which  are  generally  carried  out  Avhen 
the  emergency  aiises,  and  which  it  Avould  be  much  better  to  carry  out  beforehand 
certainly.  That  is  all  I can  say. 
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3849.  Was  there  at  that  time  anything  like  a house-to-house  visitation  for  the 
prevention  of  the  disease  ? — I had  no  share  in  that  part  of  it  myself,  hut  I believe  it  was 
established  at  that  period,  and  found  useful  in  counteracting  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
disease  ; but  it  was  not  cairied  to  the  extent  which  it  was  on  this  occasion,  because  it 
was  more  systematically  carried  out  now,  and  better  understood. 

3850.  Are  you  a member  of  the  town  council  ? — I am  not. 

3851.  Are  you  aware  of  any  systematic  exertions  made  by  the  corporation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  habitations  of  the  poorer  classes,  by  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome 
dwellings,  previously  to  the  outbreak  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  specific  attempts  that  were 
made  immediately  before  the  outbreak.  I know  that  the  corporation  have  been  carrying 
on,  as  I stated  before,  a constant  increase  in  the  drainage  of  the  town,  and  have  completed 
some  important  sewers  within  the  last  year  or  two  ; and  I told  you  also  that  I was  afraid, 
indeed  I am  pretty  sure,  that  the  inhabitants  of  these  districts,  although  good  districts, 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  those  sewers  by  making  side  drains,  in  the  way  that  they 
ought  to  have  done ; but  I do  not  remember  any  very  specific  preparation  which  the 
corporation  or  anybody  else  made  for  the  expected  outbreak  of  cholera. 

3852.  You  do  not  know  of  any  exertions,  extending,  for  instance,  over  the  last  six  or 
seven  years  before  the  outbreak,  directed  continuously  to  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  poorer  classes  in  regard  of  their  dwellings  ? — I believe  the  lodging-houses 
had  been  visited  and  regulated  better  than  formerly  in  some  degree,  in  conformity  with 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  requires  such  visitation  and  such  regulation  ; but  beyond 
that  I am  not  aware  of  anything  specific  which  has  been  done. 

3853.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  bye-laws  were  ever  made  for  regulating  lodging- 
houses  before  this  outbreak  ? — I can  hardly  speak  upon  that  subject.  I would  rather  not 
say  what  I am  not  certain  about. 

3854.  Is  there  any  information  which  you  would  be  good  enough  to  volunteer  to  us? — 
I think  you  have  almost  induced  me  to  say  all  that  I know  upon  the  subject. 


Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  sworn. 

3855.  {Chairman!)  You  are  governor  of  the  gaol  in  this  town  ? — Yes. 

3856.  How  many  years  have  you  occupied  that  position  ?— Upwards  of  seventeen. 

3857.  {Mr.  Simon.)  It  h.as  been  given  in  evidence  here  with  respect  to  certain 
prisoners  who  died  during  the  autumn  of  cholera,  that  at  that  time  there  was  considerable 
overcrowding  in  the  gaol  ? — The  prison  Avas  at  that  time  very  full. 

3858.  Is  that  frequently  the  case  with  it  ? — It  is.  The  average  number  of  criminal 
prisoners  I think  for  some  years  back  has  been  about  120,  but  it  was  above  that  at 
the  time,  somewhat  above  140  I think. 

3859.  With  respect  to  the  privy  accommodation  in  the  gaol,  are  there  water-closets  or 
privies  ? — There  are  water-closets. 

3860.  Within  the  building? — Within  the  building  ; that  is  to  say,  Avithin  the  airing- 
yards  of  the  building,  to  which  the  prisoners  have  access  in  the  day-time.  At  night 
they  have  not ; but  they  are  provided  with  night  tables  in  their  sleeyjing  cells. 

3862.  Are  the  water-closets  well  constructed  ? — Yes,  and  plentifully  supplied  with 
Avater. 

3863.  Like  the  Avater-closets  of  an  ordinary  gentleman’s  house  ? — Perhaps  not  so  good 
as  those ; but  I believe  they  are  very  efficient  for  the  purpose.  If  they  get  choked,  of 
course  it  is  immediately  seen  and  attended  to. 

3864.  Is  the  drainage  of  the  premises  good  ? — There  is  a very  good  main  drain,  and 
the  water-closets  are  placed  above  that  drain,  and  plentifully  supplied  with  water.  It  is 
not  constantly  flowing,  but  there  is  a tap  which  every  man  can  turn. 

3865.  I)o  you  ever  have  any  obstructions  in  your  drain? — No,  I have  never  known 
any  obstruction  of  that  drain. 

3866.  Do  you  have  on  the  premises  any  kinds  of  offensive  smell  ?— If  you  go  into  a 
cell  where  a prisoner  has  been  sleeping  in  the  night,  and  has  used  the  night  table,  there 
is  an  offensive  smell ; but  perhaps  it  is  as  pure  a prison  as  ever  you  saw  in  your  life  ; 
and  has  up  to  this  last  autumn  been  one  of  the  healthiest  in  the  kingdom. 

3867.  {Chairman.)  Has  it  been  more  crowded  this  last  autumn  than  usual  ? — We 
have  been  I think  more  crowded  during  the  last  autumn,  and  during  the  year. 

3868.  To  a considerable  extent,  or  merely  to  a trifling  extent  ? — Sometimes  to  a 
considerable  extent. 

3869.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  there  damp  at  all  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  prison  ? — No,  I do 
not  think  we  can  coiriplain  of  damp  at  all. 

3870.  Do  you  reside  in  the  house  ? — Of  course  I do.  I am  compelled  to  do  so, 
within  the  walls  ; my  dwelling-house  is  distinct  from  the  criminal  prison. 

3871.  Does  the  Avdiole  building  lie  within  a high  Avail? — Yes.  There  is  a considerable 
unoccupied  space  about  it,  and  it  has  been  considered  one  of  the  healtliiest  prisons  in  the 
kingdom.  I Ijave  no  hesitation  in  saying  so. 

3872.  {Chairman.)  It  has  not  been  subject  to  typhus  ? —No,  not  subject  to  it.  We 
have  had  instances  of  it,  but  they  are  of  rare  occurrence. 
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8873.  Not  to  any  extent  ? — No,  and  we  never  had  a case  of  cholera  except  once 
before. 

8874.  Had  you  ever  before  any  overcrowding  to  the  same  extent? — Yes,  I have  had 
more.  I once  had  to  the  amount  of  163  criminal  prisoners. 

3875.  Do  you  remember  when  that  was  ? — I cannot  at  this  moment  say  ; perhaps  it 
might  be  1851. 

3876.  (M7\  Simon.)  Did  you  ever  see  any  reason  to  complain  of  the  cpiality  of  the 
water  supply  during  the  existence  of  the  cholera  ? — It  was  dark ; occasional^  very 
turbid. 

3877.  Muddy? — Yes,  about  that  time  it  was  muddy. 

3878.  {Chairman.)  Are  you  supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  Company? — We  are. 

3879.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  the  prisoners  complain  of  it  ? — I never  heard  of  one 
complaint. 

3880.  Did  you  think  it  yourself  ? — No,  I did  not. 

3881.  Was  it  drunk  in  your  household  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

3882.  {Chairman.)  You  usually  drink  it,  do  you  not  ? — No,  I do  not ; I filter  it.  I 
have  filter  in  my  own  house.  I have  had  it  for  many  years.  We  use  it  constantly 
for  tea  and  for  culinary  purposes. 

3883.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  during  the  epidemic  did  you  discontinue  your  use,  of  it  ? — 
No,  not  for  those  purposes. 

3884.  You  still  used  it  for  tea  and  cooking  ? — Yes,  filtered. 

3885.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  You  drink  spring  water,  I suppose  ? — Yes,  and  occasionally  a 
little  small  beer. 

3887.  (Chairman.)  Are  the  other  officers  and  servants  of  the  institution  in  the  habit 
of  drinking  Whittle  Dean  water  ? — Upon  my  word  I cannot  tell.  I do  not  know  any 
other  that  they  have  to  drink. 

3888.  You  did  not  hear  of  any  of  the  officers  or  servants  of  the  institution 
discontinuing  any  customary  use  of  it  in  consequence  of  its  being  bad  ? — I really  cannot 
say  that  I did.  I have  no  recollection  of  it. 


Thomas  Annandale,  Esq.,  swo)m. 

3889.  (Chair'inan.)  You  are  a surgeon  in  this  town? — Yes. 

3890.  And  have  practised  here  for  many  years  ?^ — Yes,  since  1829. 

3891.  You  reside  in  Northumberland  Street  ? — Yes. 

3892.  How  is  your  own  liouse  circumstanced  with  regard  to  privy  or  water-closet 
accommodation? — We  have  both. 

3893.  Are  you  able  to  speak  as  to  the  state  of  the  houses  belonging  to  your  neighbours 
on  either  side  ? — It  is  a very  common  custom  in  this  town  to  have  both  a water-closet 
and  also  a privy  in  the  back  yard.  It  opens  on  the  top  of  the  dry  ashes,  and  is  used 
principally  by  the  servants  of  the  house. 

3894.  The  privy  is  in  connection  with  the  ash-pit ; how  is  it  emptied,  by  a back  lane, 
or  through  the  liouse  to  the  front  ? — In  my  house,  from  a back  lane. 

3895.  Then  the  statement  as  to  the  men  having  to  wheel  the  refuse  through  the  houses 
is  not  correct  as  regards  your  house,  at  least  ? — bio. 

3896.  Is  it  correct  as  to  the  houses  of  yom-  neighbours  ?— -Not  any  of  iny  immediate 
neighbours.  It  is  with  respect  to  tlie  Orphan  House  next  door,  which  is  a large 
tenemented  property. 

3897.  Were  you  ever  cognizant  of  the  discovery  of  a sewer,  which  was  said  to  have 
been  forgotten  and  unknown  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  a new  one  ? — Yes. 

3898.  Where  was  that  ? — Immediately  at  my  front  door.  There  was  a very  large 
sewer  running  up  the  centre  of  the  street ; and  in  making  an  opening  out  of  the  house 
next  door,  there  was  a large  drain  discovered,  which  had  not  been  known  of 

3899.  In  what  part  of  Northumberland  Street  do  you  live  ? — No.  62,  immediately 
opposite  Savile  Row. 

3900.  (M I'.  Simon.)  Can  you  speak  to  the  state  of  the  house  property  generally  in  that 
district  ? — Tiie  -Orphan  House,  immediately  adjoining  my  house,  is  in  a very  bad  state, 
;ind  Mackford’s  Entry,  immediately  above  it,  too  ; but  this  is  much  Improved  df  late, 
since  the  cholera. 

3901.  (Chairmaiu)  Do  you  remember  the  state  of  these  places  in  1849  ? — Yes. 

3902.  Has  their  .state  improved  since  then  ? — They  have  run  a very  large  main  drain 
up  the  centre  of  the  street  since  then. 

3903.  Is  there  any  other  point  in  which  you  think  you  can  see  any  improvement  ? — 
The  fiagging  has  all  been  relaid  and  improved. 

3904.  Are  you  intimately  acquainted  with  any  particular  di.stricts  of  the  town,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  speak  to  the  condition  of  the  houses  in  them  ? — Ail  the  upper  districts  of  the 
town  I am  pretty  well  acquainte.l  with. 

3l>05.  Have  jmu  ever  noticed  any  bad  smells  from  the  drains  in  the  upper  districts  of 
the  town  ? — After  a period  of  dry  weather,  when  wet  came,  I have. 

3!)0(i,  Have  you  ever  noticed  it  in  Clayton  (Street  ? — No. 
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3907.  What  parts  of  the  town  have  you  noticed  it  in  ? — All  the  sewers  smell  after  a 
series  of  dry  weather  ; that  I attribute  to  the  want  of  flushing  the  drains.  An  accumu- 
lation takes  place. 

3908.  An  accumulation  takes  place  in  dry  weather,  for  want  of  flushing  ? — Yes. 

3909.  And  then,  when  the  wet  weather  comes,  what  is  the  effect  ? — It  stirs  it  up. 

3910.  Have  you  any  further  observations  to  make  as  to  water,  or  as  to  gas,  or  as  to 
the  state  of  the  houses  in  any  part  of  the  town,  or  as  to  any  point  bearing  upon  our 
inquiry  ? — The  only  statement  I have  to  make  is  that  I found  diarrhoea,  approaching 
towards  cholera,  more  prevalent  in  the  open  and  airy  parts  of  the  town  than  in  the 
confined  districts.  Take  Rye  Hill,  for  instance,  which  is  one  of  the  most  airy  and  open 
districts  in  the  town.  I do  not  believe  tliere  was  any  place  where  it  existed  to  a greater 
extent. 

3911.  Did  cholera  also  exist  in  those  districts  to  the  same  extent  and  proportion  ?— 
Yes.  Immediately  behind  Rye  Hill  there  are  a number  of  new  houses. 

3912.  Do  you  know  what  the  state  of  that  pi’operty  is  ? — I do  not.  They  are  houses 
erected  recently.  In  Rye  Hill  they  are  first-class  houses  ; at  least,  they  have  the 
appearance  of  being  so.  I do  not  know  as  to  their  building  or  construction. 

3913.  To  look  at  them,  you  think  they  ought  to  be  in  a pretty  good  state  ? — Certainly. 

3914.  (jl/r.  Toivn  Clerk.)  There  is  a considerable  descent  from  them  ? — Yes. 

3915.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — There  is  only  one  other  point  which  I 
think  has  been  omitted,  and  that  is  with  reference  to  making  the  returns  of  the  cholera 
patients  or  cases.  In  1831  there  was  a daily  return  made  by  all  the  medical  men  of 
every  case  that  occurred.  Now,  on  this  occasion  you  had  only  the  cases  attended  by  tlm 
])arochial  officers  and  assistants,  which  gives  a much  larger  proportion  apparently  of 
deaths  to  cases  than  really  existed.  You  have  no  returns  from  the  private  practitioners. 
This  is  the  report  which  we  had  to  make  daily  in  1831  {producing  the  same). 

3916.  These  forms  were  issued  in  1831  to  all  the  members  of  the  profes.sion  ? — Yes, 
and  returned  every  morning. 

3917.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  on  the  quality  of  the  water  which 
was  supplied  here  during  the  outbreak  ? — For  a few  months  the  water  was  not  very  pure, 
but  otherwise,  the  water  was  very  good  in  quality. 

3918.  Did  you  find  any  unpleasant  smell  or  taste  in  it  1 — Not  at  all. 

3919.  Do  you  drink  water  ? — I did  not  use  it  for  the  table,  but  spring  water. 

3920.  {Chairman)  Did  you  think  it  requisite  to  dissuade  any  of  your  patients  from 
using  it  ? — It  was  of  no  use  dissuading  them  when  they  had  nothing  else  to  take. 

3921.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Can  you  assign  any  reason  for  the  severe  visitation  of  this 
town  in  1853,  compared  with  its  light  visitation  in  18491 — No,  it  is  still  involved  in 
mystery. 

3922.  No  reason  occurs  to  youi-  mind  1 — No. 


Henry  Glasford  Potter,  Esq.,  sworn. 

3923.  ( Chairman)  You  are  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  infirmary  in  tliis  town  ? — 
I am. 

3924.  How  many  years  have  you  been  connected  with  the  infirmary  ? — About  ten. 

3925.  And  how  many  years  have  you  practised  in  the  town? — Since  1833. 

3926.  Are  you  cogmizant  of  the  reports  of  the  institution  to  which  you  belong,  and  of 
the  dispensary  and  fever  hospital  1 — Generally  so  ; I cannot  say  I have  read  them  all 
over.  I have  no  doubt  they  are  correct. 

3927.  Do  you  remember  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1848-9  1 — 1 do. 

3928.  Were  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  town  at  the  time  of  that 
outbreak  1 — I should  say  that  I was  ; having  been  here  lor  many  years,  twenty-five, 
perhaps. 

3929.  Has  your  practice  taken  you  into  the  poorer  districts? — Yes. 

3930.  What  is  your  impression  of  the  state  of  the  town  in  1848-9,  especially  of  the 
poorer  districts  1 — They  were  a good  deal  improved  at  that  time. 

3931.  By  what  circumstances? — By  various  circumstances.  Cleansing  had  gone  on  to 
a considerable  extent  about  that  period. 

3932.  In  consequence  of  the  Irish  fever  of  1847-8? — Yes,  there  was  a good  deal  done  ; 
I cannot  undei’take  to  give  any  particulars  upon  the  point. 

3933.  What  is  your  impression  of  the  comparative  state  of  the  town  after  the  cleansing 
consequent  on  the  Irish  fever,  and  shortly  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853  ? — 
The  town  was  in  a much  worse  state,  very  dirty  in  the  year  1853. 

3934.  You  think  that  since  the  cleansing  in  1848,  it  had  retrograded? — I certainly 
think  so. 

3935.  Which  parts  of  the  town  do  you  more  specifically  refer  to  ? — I think,  generally. 

3936.  Do  your  remarks  apply  more  particularly  to  one  district  than  to  another  ? — I 
have  ])aid  more  attention  for  the  last  few  years  to  the  ujqDer  parts  of  the  town  than  I 
have  to  the  lower  ; but  before  that  I held  an  a|)pointment,  wliich  Mr.  Rayne  now  liolds, 
as  surgeon  to  Lock,  Blackett  and  company’s  lead  works,  which  took  me  all  over  the  town. 
There  were  some  of  the  men  in  Sandgate,  and  some  in  Gateshead,  iuid  it  gave  me  a 
very  general  knowledge  ; but  since  that  time  I have  not  been  tliere  so  miu  h. 
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3937.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Then  you  wil  be  able  to  speak  of  the  condition  of  the  dwelling 
of  the  middle  classes  in  Newcastle? — Yes  ; better  now  than  of  those  of  the  poorer  classes. 

3938.  We  have  got  a good  deal  of  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  ot 
the  poorer  classes  from  the  Poor  Law  medical  officers  ; do  you  think  Ave  could  get  better 
information  upon  those  points  than  from  them  ? — I think  not.  I think  those  are  the 
gentlemen  best  able  to  give  you  that  information. 

39.39.  As  to  the  dwellings  of  the  middle  classes,  what  should  you  say  as  to  their 
sanitary  condition  ? — I should  say  their  sanitary  condition  was  far  from  being  perfect, 
owing  in  a great  measure  to  the  drains,  and  to  Avhat  is  very  common  in  tin's  town,  even 
in  the  better  class  of  houses.  With  very  few  exceptions  in  Newcastle,  I do  not  know 
one  but  there  may  be  exceptions,  I should  say,  that  eA’ery  house  which  ])ossesses  a 
water-closet,  or  even  two  water-closets,  has  also  a privy.  In  m3-  own  house  I liave  two 
water-closets,  but  I have  still  a privy  : it  is  common  in  Newcastle. 

3940.  {Ghairmcm.)  Are  Newgate  Street  and  Percy  Street  included  in  what  3mu  allude 
to  as  the  upper  parts  of  the  town  ? — Certainly  ; Percy  Street  more  especially  ; Newgate 
Street  is  more  in  the  middle  of  the  town. 

3941.  What  is  your  impression  of  the  condition  of  those  two  streets  in  the  beginning  of 
August  1853  ? — I should  say  they  were  in  a very  bad  state.  The  streets,  in  fact,  were  often 
much  dirtier  than  tiiere  was  any  necessity  for,  as  I thought ; and  the  state  of  the  drains 
was  equally  bad.  There  Avas  a strong  stench  from  the  top  of  Percy  Street  to  the  upper 
part  of  Newgate  Street.  There  is  a drain  which  runs  across  the  top  of  Percy  Street,  to 
Avhich  the  name  of  Bailey  Burn  used  in  former  times  to  be  given,  and  Avhich  runs  under 
the  Barras  Bridge.  It  is  a burn  that  comes  doAvn  from  the  barracks,  and  afterwards  goes  into 
Pandon  Dean.  From  that  point,  that  burn,  which  I believe  the  Commissioners  have  already 
heard  a good  deal  about,  is  a doAvnright  nuisance ; the  smell  from  that  burn  is  extremely 
offensive,  and  at  the  bottom  of  Eldon  Street,  just  at  the  head  of  Percy  Street,  there  is  a 
grate  opening  into  it.  At  the  Barras  Bridge  also  there  is  a drain  opening  into  it,  more 
than  one ; but  there  is  one  from  Avhich  the  most  horrible  effluvium  sometimes  arises. 
A little  further  doAvn  there  is  another  drain,  what  Ave  call  down  Percy  Street ; though  it 
is  a slight  ascent.  That  other  drain  evidently  communicates  with  the  Barras  Bridge  or 
Baile3-  Burn,  and  from  that  also  the  effluvium  was  most  offensive.  As  you  got  doAvn  there, 
Avhere  the  ground  slopes  more  towards  the  towm,  whenever  you  got  near  a gully  hole  it 
was  so  strong  that  it  Avas  doAvnright  injurious  to  health,  I should  say. 

3942.  {Mr.  Simon.)  We  have  it  in  evidence,  and  as  we  have  walked  about  the  toAvn 
ourselves,  we  also  know  it  from  personal  knoAvledge,  that  very  frequently  on  the  gratings 
there  would  be  found  excrement.  When,  therefore,  you  speak  of  the  stinking  gratings, 
do  yoii  mean  that  the  stench  arose  in  that  Avay,  or  that  it  came  from  within  the  sewer  ? — 
From  Avithin.  In  the  upper  pjarts  of  the  toAvn  you  may  see  excrement  occasionally  ; but 
I should  say  that  on  the  grates  of  which  I am  speaking  excrement  Avould  be  rather  an 
exception. 

3943.  {Chairman.)  They  are  scavenged  daily? — They  are.  I do  not  recollect  to  have 
noticed  excrement  there. 

3944.  {Mr.  Simon.)  So  that  the  stink  to  which  you  refer  came  from  within  the  sewer  ? 
—Certainly,  and  there  has  been  at  times  a steam  arising. 

3945.  {Chairman.)  In  cold  Aveather  you  haA-e  seen  it,  liave  you  ? — It  Avas  in  the  month 
of  August ; you  cannot  call  that  cold  Aveather. 

3946.  Have  you  occasion  to  pass  along  Clayton  Street  often  ? — Yes,  all  along  Clayton 
Sti’eet. 

3947.  Have  Amu  ever  noticed  anything  similar  as  regards  the  drains  there? — I cannot 
at  the  present  moment  call  it  to  mind  ; but  I should  say  that  that  smell  i.^  pretty  general 
throughout  Newcastle.  In  Northumberland  Street  too  there  is  a drain  opposite  Savile 
Row,  which  is  .sometimes  A'ery  offensive,  and  from  which  I have  many  times  seen  a sort  of 
steam  arising. 

3948.  In  hot  Aveather  as  well  as  cold? — Throughout  the  year  you  notice  it. 

3949.  Generally? — Generally;  at  that  time  more  especially.  Ju.st  before  the  cholera 
broke  out  there  Avas  a A'ery  unpleasant  smell  throughout  the  whole  of  Newcastle ; and 
even,  in  fact,  Avhere  I live,  above  the  Barras  Bridge,  and  in  by  fflr  the  healthiest  part  of 
Newca.stle,  above  Jesmond  Terrace.  I went  there  on  account  of  its  being  the  most  healthy 
part,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  so ; even  there  we  were  very  much 
annoyed  with  bad  smells ; and  the  smell  in  that  case  seemed  to  me  to  arise  from  some 
decaying  A-egetable  matter.  I .sought  fo’’  it  in  all  directions,  but  could  not  find  what  it  was. 

3950.  Are  you  sewered  up  there  ? — We  have  \-ery  perfect  sewerage,  so  far  as  it  is  ever 
perfect  here. 

3951.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  say  that  generally  in  Newcastle,  even  where  there  are  Avater- 
closets  in  houses,  there  are  also  privies? — I believe  with  very  few  exceptions  you  will  find 
that  the  case  throughout  the  toAvn.  I Icnow  of  none  where  it  is  not  the  case. 

3952.  We  find  in  Mr.  Grainger’s  houses  a considerable  portion  in  wliich  there  are  two 
water-closets  only  ? — In  Mr.  Grainger’s  houses  there  is  no  yard,  and  therefore  no  privy. 
I forgot  that  when  I was  speaking  about  the  privies.  I was  rather  referring  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  tOAvn. 
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3953.  When  you  say  that  Mr.  Grainger’s  houses  have  no  back  yards,  are  we  to 
understand  that  they  are  deficient  in  back  ventilation  ? — Necessarily  so.  It  depends 
upon  the  situation  in  which  those  houses  are  placed.  For  instance,  the  houses  around 
tlie  market,  and  the  houses  immediately  around  the  Central  Exchange,  of  course  have  no 
yard. 

3954.  {Chairman.)  They  have  through  ventilation  only  in  so  much,  if  any,  of  the  house 
as  overtops  the  height  of  the  market  or  Exchange  ?—  Necessarily  so. 

3955.  {Mr.  Simom)  And  in  that  part  of  the  house  are  there  always  windows? — I 
believe  there  are ; in  fact,  there  are  what  we  call  borrowed  lights  in  various  parts  of  the 
houses,  and  windows,  of  course,  in  the  upper  part. 

3956.  Have  you  any  Icnowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  sewers  beyond  that  sort  oi 
evidence  which  your  nose  gives  you  from  time  to  time  ? — I have  many  times  known  the 
side  drains  from  the  houses  to  the  sewers  blocked  up.  In  passing  through  the  streets,  and 
more  especially  down  Percy  Street,  I have  frequently  seen  them  cleaning  out  the  drains,  from 
which  I could  perceive  that  they  had  been  blocked,  up,  and  that  the  sewerage  v/as  very 
imperfect  there.  They  were  getting  out  immense  quantities  of  black,  filthy-looking 
matter. 

3957.  Can  you  mention  any  other  streets  in  which  you  have  seen  the  drains  undergoing 
that  process  ? — 1 think  I have  seen  it  in  several  other  streets,  but  I cannot  exactly  at  this 
present  moment  name  the  streets.  I have  seen  it  done  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

3958.  {Chairm,an.)  Was  not  there  a remarkable  state  of  the  atmosphere  here  during 
part  of  last  summer  ? — There  was,  and  more  especially  about  the  time  of  the  cholera.  It 
was  in  a heavy  state,  and  we  had  here  an  enormous  quantity  of  the  fly  called  the  cholera 

fly- 

3959.  I have  heard  it  stated  that  you  did  not  have  a thunder-storm  the  whole  of  the 
summer  ? — I cannot  at  the  present  moment  state  whether  we  had  or  not. 

3960.  Are  you  sure  that  this  smell,  which  you  perceived  so  much  in  the  upper  parts  of 
the  town  last  summer,  was  certainly  not  owing  to  any  ill  conditions  of  the  atmosphere, 
but  distinctly  to  the  state  of  the  sewers? — I should  think  that  the  state  of  the  atmo- 
.sphei'e,  of  course,  had  something  to  do  with  it,  in  so  far  as  that  these  sewers  might  not 
liave  given  off  such  exhalations  but  for  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  I can  easily  imagine 
that  the  then  state  of  the  atmosphere  would  tend  to  increase  the  decomposition  going  on 
in  those  sewers  ; and,  of  course,  the  greater  the  amount  of  decomposition  the  greater  the 
amount  of  noxious  gas  given  off.  Then,  again,  it  was  a dry  yeai',  and  the  town,  as  you 
are  well  aware,  was  not  at, that  time  very  well  supplied  with  water,  consequently  these 
sewers  were  not  flushed.  There  was  not  a sufficient  quantity  of  water  in  them  to  cany 
off  the  vegetable  and  animal  matters  in  them  ; and  then  again  the  state  of  the  drains, 
although  of  course  I cannot  speak  as  an  engineer,  was  anything  but  perfect.  They  are 
flat-bottomed  drains,  and  the  stones  are  veiy  rough  ; the  bottom  and  sides  are  very 
rough. 

3961.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Of  the  house  drains? — Yes,  I am  speaking  of  the  house  drains; 
consequently  they  retained  a considerable  amount  of  matter ; and  that,  with  the  dry 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  want  of  rain,  want  of  flushing,  and  the  heat  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, would,  of  course,  all  tend  to  produce  decomposition,  and  give  out  that  smell. 

3962.  {Chairman.}  You  feel  pretty  sine  that  the  smells  you  allude  to  did  come  in  one 
way  or  another  from  the  interior  of  the  drains; — Except  the  smell  to  which  I have  alluded 
at  my  own  house.  1 do  not  think  that  did ; but  that  I think  wasfrom  the  decompostion  of 
vegetable  matter. 

{Mr.  Mason)  There  were  some  fields  in  that  neighbourhood  very  offensive.  There  were 
cabbages  and  a turnip-field  ; and  there  were  a great  number  of  I’otten  tin-nips  and  rotten 
cabbages  in  the  lane  leading  down  to  the  cemetery.  It  was  excessively  offensive  ; there 
was  more  offensive  smell  I think  in  that  localitv,  to  which  Mr.  Potter  has  referred,  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  town.  It  struck  me  very  much  and  I investigated  it. 

3963.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Potter)  Did  this  smell,  which  you  perceived  last  year,  suggest 
to  you  the  idea  of  gases  which  would  be  prejudicial  to  health  ? — Certainly;  more  especially 
that  odour  which  came  from  the  drains.  That  was  undoubtedly  prejudicial  to  health. 

3964.  (il/r.  Simon)  Do  you  know  whether  any  experiments  were  made  here  as  to  the 
quantity  of  ozone  in  the  atmosphere  ? — I do  not. 

3965.  {Chairman)  And  you  think  that  this  state  of  the  drains  arose  from  the  defective 
construction  of  them,  and  from  the  want  of  water  to  flush  them? — Yes. 

8966  {Mr.  Simon)  We  have  heard  a good  deal  of  the  nuisance  created  in  at  least  two 
parts  of  the  town  by  water-courses  which  have  been  converted  into  sewers,  viz.,  by  the 
Pandon  Dean,  and  by  a burn  which  crosses  Gallowgate  and  Mortimer  Court.  Are  there 
any  other  such,  liesides  these,  of  which  you  know  ? — There  are  other  burns. 

3967.  Is  the  Skinner  Burn  which  runs  down  near  the  Forth  Banks,  also  converted  into 
a sewer? — Yes;  all  these  burns  are  converted  into  sewers.  Of  the  Skinner  Burn  I cannot 
say  that  I can  give  much  information 

3968.  As  respects  either  of  the  other  two  what  can  you  slate? — The  Lort  Burn,  which 
runs  down  through  Mortimer  Court,  is  a sad  nuisance  ; it  gives  off  exhalations  of  a horrid 
character,  and  it  is  extremely  detrimental  to  health.  It  is  uncovered.  It  passes  through 
Mortimer  Court,  and  there  inundates  some  of  the  rooms.  There  is  a room  there,  whicli  I 
saw  not  very  long  ago,  and  which  I had  seen  before,  which  is  at  all  times  floodeil  ; and 
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n.  G.  Potter,  Esq.  the  proprietor  of  the  court,  who  went  with  me  into  it  not  very  long  ago,  told  me  that  he 

■v\ras  obliged  to  employ  a man  sometimes  for  a week  together  to  pump  the  water  out ; he 

2 th  Jan.  1854.  ^ pump  put  there  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  water  which  passes  from  the  Lort 

” Burn  into  it.  The  fact  is,  the  room  is  below  the  level  of  the  Lort  Burn,  and  in  spite  of  all 
that  can  be  done  the  water  seems  to  find  its  way  through.  I believe  that  the  corporation 
have  done  a good  deal  there  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  water.  Near 
this  very  room  again  is  a necessary,  which  is  a mere  piece  of  wood  with  a hole  in  it  put 
over  the  burn  ; and  when  I saw  it,  there  were  large  quantities  of  excrement  lying  there, 
and  that  very  near  the  other  place.  I find  that  in  Mortimer  Court  there  were  four  deaths; 
and  very  near  that  there  is  another  court  called  HalTs  Court,  in  which  one  of  the 
houses  situated  on  one  side  of  the  burn  has  a necessary  just  above  it ; and  in  that  verv 
house,  where  the  necessary  is,  a woman  came  in  during  the  cholera  who  only  intended  to 
remain  a few  hours  in  the  house,  but  she  was  seized  with  cholera  and  died  there. 

3969.  {Chairman)  What  was  the  state  of  the  courts  and  entries  running  off"  Percy 
Street,  on  the  31st  of  August  1853  ? — I do  not  know  that  I was  there  on  the  31st  of 
August  1853,  but  I have  been  there  occasionally.  They  are  always  in  a bad  state  ; bad,  as 
regards  accumulations  of  filth  of  various  kinds. 

3970.  On  the  surface  ? — On  the  surface  and  in  ash-pits  too. 

3971.  {Mr.  Simon)  Are  you  aware  of  any  regulations  which  have  been  made  and 
enforced  for  the  periodical  cleansing  of  privies  and  ash-pits  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of 
anything  of  that  sort. 

3972.  {Chairman)  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  connection  between  filth  and 
cholera  ? — I did. 

3973.  Will  you  favour  us  with  it  ? — I think  that  the  increase  and  virulence  of  cholera 
depends  on  the  state  of  filth,  and  on  the  want  of  proper  sanitary  arrangements  and 
regulations. 

3974.  {Mr.  Simon)  What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  chief  sanitary  defects  of  the  town? 
— The  want  of  proper  drainage,  and  the  want  of  proper  scavenage  ; those  are  the  two 
principal,  and  the  want  of  proper  cleansing,  of  course  general  cleansing  of  the  town. 

3975.  And  as  to  the  dwelling-houses  of  the  poor  ? — Houses,  which  were  formerly  good 
houses,  are  now  occupied  by  a very  poor  class  of  people  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town ; 
and  those  houses  of  course  have  now  got  to  a very  dilapidated  state  in  many  places,  and 
have  become  unfit  in  some  places  for  human  habitation. 

3976.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  know  the  number  of  the  population  in  that  Mortimer  Court 
where  you  say  there  were  four  deaths? — No,  I do  not;  I have  here  a table  which 
gives  the  number  of  houses  and  deaths  in  Northumberland  Street. 

o 

3977.  Seventy-seven  houses  in  Northumberland  Street,  and  five  deaths  ? — Yes  ; these 
are  taken  from  the  registrar  general’s  account. 

3.978.  Thirteen  houses  in  Mackford’s  Entry  or  Court,  and  eight  deaths  ? — Yes. 

3979.  {Mr.  Simon)  Is  Mackford’s  Entry  or  Court  a decent  place  ? — No,  quite  the 
contrary. 

3980.  Is  it,  in  your  judgment,  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — I would  not  go  quite  so  far 
as  to  say  that  it  is  altogether  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Drains  have  been  lately  put 
in,  which  is  a great  improvement ; and  they  have  stench-traps  apparently  attached  to 
them. 

3981.  Since  the  cholera,  you  mean? — Yes.  It  seems  pretty  well  drained  now ; but 
there  is  a want  of  proper  pi’ivy  accommodation.  There  are  privies  down  the  yard.  The 
houses  are  oidy  on  one  side.  I have  gone  into  several  of  them,  and  I find  that  there  are 
six  tenants  generally  in  each  house ; that  is  to  say,  provided  all  the  tenements  are 
occupied.  If  we  take  four  to  each  family,  it  would  make  312,  or,  taking  five  to  each 
family,  it  would  give  a population  of  390  to  the  eight  deaths  ; that  is  to  say,  if  every 
house  there  was  occupied. 

3982.  {Chairman)  In  Vine  Lane  I see  there  were  seventeen  houses  and  eight  deaths  ? — 
Yes,  Vine  Lane  contains  seventeen  houses  ; and,  in  looking  over  them,  I think  there  are 
about  seven  houses  occupied  by  single  tenants,  or  families.  I may  perhaps  be  wrong  as 
to  the  exa(;t  number,  but  I think  so ; and  there  are  about  nine  houses  having  two  tenants 
in  each.  Then  there  is  one  house  which  contains,  they  told  me,  six  tenants.  Now,  taking 
that  population  at  four  for  each  family,  which,  perhaps,  is  a low  computation — but  it  is  a 
street  where  there  are  very  few  children,  you  very  seldom  see  children  about  there— it 
would  make  a popifiation  of  124,  and  at  five  for  a family  it  would  make  a population  of 
155  ; and  out  of  that  number  we  had  eight  deaths.  Now,  the  position  of  Vine  Lane,  I 
think,  bears  a good  deal  upon  the  question.  By  referring  to  the  map,  you  will  perceive, 
on  the  south  side  of  Vine  Lane,  that  there  is  a street  or  place  called  Bidley  Place,  that 
contains  twenty-eight  houses.  In  that  street,  although  there  were  some  cases  of  diarrhoea, 
thei’e  were  no  deaths.  At  the  back  of  these  Ridley  Place  houses,  towards  Vine  Lane,  are 
their  yards,  with  privies  and  ash-pits.  I am  not  aware  that  any  one  of  those  houses  has 
a water-closet.  Then  we  have  Vine  Lane,  which  is  not  very  well  paved,  and  which  is  at 
a lower  level  than  Ridley  Place,  though  not  to  any  great  extent.  Then,  on  the  other  side 
of  Vine  Lane,  behind  several  of  the  houses,  at  least,  there  are  small  yards  with  necessaries 
and  ash-pits.  The  yards  are  very  small.  I do  not  know  that  all  of  them  have 
necessaries,  but  a great  number  of  them  have.  Then,  again,  behind  these  yards  and 
privies  there  is  a small  lane  or  passage,  and  immediately  behind  that  are  the  yard  and 
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privies  belonging  to  another  row  of  houses,  called  St.  Mary's  Place.  So  that  we  have  on 
each  side  of  Vine  Lane  two  streets  ; Kidley  Place,  containing  twenty-eight  houses,  where 
there  were  no  deaths,  and  St.  Mary’s  Place,  containing,  I think,  fourteen  houses,  where 
there  were  no  deaths  either  ; while  in  Vine  Lane,  between  these,  eight  deaths  in  seventeen 
houses. 

3983.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Vine  Lane  is  between  their  two  rows  of  privies  ? — It  is  between 
three,  if  I may  so  express  myself ; because,  on  the  one  side  there  are  the  privies  of 
Ridley  Place,  and  on  the  other  there  are  the  privies  belonging  to  Vine  Lane,  and  the 
privies  belonging  to  St.  Mary’s  Place  ; so  that  it  lies,  as  it  were,  between  three  rows  of 
privies.  Now,  there  is  no  drain  that  I can  make  out,  and  I have  made  some  inquiry, 
along  Vine  Lane. 

3984.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Is  that  so  ? — There  is  one  in  the  back  part. 
I beheve  there  is  none  in  Vine  Lane  itself. 

3985.  Is  there  any  drain  for  foecal  matters  from  either  of  these  thi’ee  rows  of  privies  ? 
— I think  there  are  some  drains  from  some  of  the  yards. 

3986.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  not  connected  with  their  privies  ? — I cannot  answer  to  that. 

3987.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  But  there  is  a drain  behind  Vine  Lane  which  is  d.ep  enough 
to  receive  it  ? — Which  is  deep  enough  for  anything. 

3988.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  the  houses  to  be  drained  for  surface  water,  but 
that  there  is  no  drain  whatsoever  for  the  objectionable  fcecal  matters  ? — Whether  the 
houses  drain  into  that  I cannot  say. 

{Mr.  Potter.)  I made  inquiry,  but  could  not  find  one  there. 

3989.  {Chairman.)  You  mentioned  that  one  of  those  houses  in  Vine  Lane  held  six 
tenants  ? — Yes. 

3990.  That  nine  others  of  them  held  two  tenants,  and  that  seven  of  them  held  but 
single  tenants  ? — Yes. 

3991.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  mortality  there  occurred  in  the  houses  where 
there  were  single  tenants  ? — I cannot  say  ; but  mortality  occurred  in  several  with  two 
tenants. 

3992.  Considering  the  high  mortality  of  Vine  Lane,  in  connection  with  the  comparative 
immunity  of  Ridley  Place  and  St.  Mary’s  Place  on  either  side,  should  you  think  that  it 
was  the  influence  of  those  three  rows  of  privies,  which  aggravated  the  state  of  things  in 
Vine  Lane  ? — I think  so.  Some  years  ago,  in  Vine  Lane  I had  one  or  two  cases  of  ague, 
which  is  not  frequent  now  in  Newcastle  ; and  I attributed  it  to  the  dampness  of  Vine 
Lane,  it  being  a little  below  the  other  houses. 

3993.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  not  it  a very  old  property  there  ? — It  is  a property  which 
belongs  to  the  charity  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  It  was  a hospital,  which  was  established, 
I believe,  by  Henry  the  First,  for  the  cure  of  leprosy.  Some  people  complained  to  me 
very  much  of  Vine  Lane,  and  applied  to  me  to  go  and  examine  it  at  the  time  of  cholera. 

3994.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  place  to  which  you  have  paid  attention  ? — 
Gallowgate  is  a place  to  which  I paid  some  attention  ; and  I found  there  the  mortality 
rather  high.  GaUowgate  is  in  a very  dirty,  filthy  state. 

3995.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  presence  of  nuisances  there  ?— 
I have  seen  them  frequently  in  passing,  and  more  especially  at  the  part  called  Back  Lane ; 
there  are  many  nuisances  there. 

3996.  {Chairman.)  What  nuisances  have  you  noticed  in  Back  Lane  ? — A great  number 
of  cows  are  kept  there.  Back  Lane  is  curiously  situated.  On  each  side  the  ground  rises, 
so  that  it  is  favourable  for  retaining  the  moisture  of  any  nuisance.  The  ground  is  of 
that  peculiar  nature  there. 

3997.  In  a kind  of  hollow  ? — The  street  is  in  a kind  of  hoUow.  But  as  to  what  I caU 
nuisances  I would  mention  one  in  particular  ; they  clean  tripe  there,  on  the  right  hand 
side  as  you  go  up  from  GaUowgate.  The  earth  there  is  saturated  with  filth  from 
tripery,  and  from  various  middens,  or  depots  of  filth  which  arise  from  the  making  of 
tripe  and  various  things. 

3998.  And  there  the  mortality  I think  was  eight  ? — Yes, 

3999.  Have  you  any  notion  in  how  many  houses  that  mortality  may  have  occurred? 
— I really  do  not  know  that.  There  is  one  point,  which  strikes  me  just  now,  which  I 
may  mention,  and  which  seems  at  first  to  be  favourable  to  the  view  taken  by  some 
gentlemen,  viz.,  that  cholera  may  occur  in  very  healthy  places.  I have  already  stated 
that  I five  in  what  1 consider  the  most  healthy  part  of  Newcastle,  Jesmond  High 
Terrace.  There  are  only  five  houses  in  that  row ; some  of  them  are  occupied  by  the 
parties  to  whom  they  belong ; they  are  remarkably  well  built  and  stand  very  high.  I 
live  in  the  centre  house  ; we  have  a drain  passing  through  the  yard,  which  is  four  feet 
deep.  We  are  well  supplied  with  water,  we  have  a capital  pump,  and  water  from  the 
Whittle  Dean  Company  as  well  ; and  we  have  a moor  in  front  of  us,  and  a garden  and 
open  fields  behind  ; so  that  the  position  is  highly  favourable  in  a sanitary  point  of  view  : 
and  yet  in  that  row  of  five  houses  there  was  one  death  from  consecutive  fever  from 
cholera.  It  occurred  next  door  to  myself  But  the  sanitary  condition  is  not  quite  so 
perfect,  as  a person  might  in  the  first  instance  imagine.  Our  drain  there  ( pei  Laps  you 
might  call  it  a sewer)  runs  down  through  the  yard  ; and  the  drains  from  the  houses  no 
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H.  G.  Potter,  Esq.  into  it  of  course.  That  sewer  runs  down  into  the  drain  to  which  I have  already  referred 

the  Barras  Bridge  or  Bailey  Burn,  which  has  become  very  much  fouled,  and  is  as  has 

27th  Jan.  1854.  been  stated  a great  nuisance.  It  is  open  below  the  Barras  Bridge  ; a little  below  the 
church  it  is  open. 

4000.  Is  it  open  anywhere  near  you? — Not  very  near  us  ; but  at  certain  times  of  the 
wind,  or  in  certain  states  of  the  atmosphere,  the  most  unpleasant  odours  arise  from  these 
drains.  It  seems  to  come  up,  as  far  as  we  can  trace  it,  in  consequence  of  the  connection 
of  our  sewer  with  that  Bailey  Burn  sewer,  and  of  the  wind  getting  at  some  part  of  that 
sewer,  where  it  is  open  below,  and  so  blowing  the  gas  up  into  our  houses.  We  have  in 
the  yard  stench-traps  ; but  the  drains  from  the  water-closets  and  from  the  house,  all  open, 
of  course,  into  the  sewer,  and  it  seems  to  come  up  these,  and  make  its  way  in  some 
manner  into  the  houses,  and  at  times  it  is  very  offensive.  We  have  had  a great  deal  done 
to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  cause. 

4001.  {Mr.  Simon)  And  the  stench  is  perceived  in  your  neighbours’  houses  as  well  as 
in  yours  ? — Yes.  I have  two  water-closets,  and  in  one  of  them,  although  there  is  a kind 
of  trap  at  the  bottom  (perhaps  there  may  be  some  imperfection),  it  seems  to  blowup  there, 
and  come  through  some  part  of  the  tube  of  the  water-closet  into  the  house.  We  cannot 
find  out  how  it  is  ; but  it  annoys  us  very  much.  Then  again,  although  there  is  this  drain 
behind,  which  is  deep,  yet  I find  that  the  trees  and  the  plants  are  gradually  sickening. 
Many  plants,  which  grew  well  when  I Avent  into  that  house  twelve  years  ago,  will  hardly 
grow  now.  The  poplar  trees  Avhich  are  in  front  of  the  houses  do  not  grow  in  that  healthy 
Avay  in  which  they  ought  to  gx’ow ; but  there  is  a willow  which  thrives,  and  that  I 
attribute  in^some  degree  to  the  wet  clay.  We  are  upon  the  clay,  and  it  must  contain  a 
good  deal  o water ; and  possibly  the  roots  find  their  way  to  the  wet,  and  the  willow 
thrives  while  the  poplars  do  not.  So  that,  taking  those  two  matters  into  considera- 
tion, I do  not  think  our  sanitary  condition  is  perfect ; and  at  the  time  when  the  cholera 
occurred,  Ave  had  this  odour  from  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matter,  Avhich  I have 
already  spoken  of ; and  that,  together  Avith  the  odour  which  arose  from  these  drains,  was 
quite  sufficient  in  my  mind  to  account  for  the  case  which  occurred,  more  especially  as 
the  gentleman  who  died  had  his  office  in  Percy  Street,  a street  which  I look  upon  as  a 
very  unhealthy  one.  There  Avere  nine  deaths  there  from  cholera.  He  was  there  every  day 
and  only  came  home  in  the  evening  to  his  own  house,  or  to  dinner. 

4002.  (Chairman)  Have  you  any  further  instances  of  this  kind  to  draw  our  attention 
to? — I have  the  number  of  the  deaths  in  High  Friar  Street,  se\"enteen.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  High  Friar-street  is  very  bad.  It  consists  of  small  yards,  having  houses  looking 
into  them.  Many  of  those  yards  liaAm  no  privies  and  ash-pits,  and  are  in  a filthy  state. 
The  drainage  there  is  very  imperfect. 

4003.  {Mr.  Simon)  There  is  a large  population  along  there  ? — Yes  ; because  that  street 
consists  of  a number  of  court-yards  on  each  side. 

4004.  Some  hundreds,  probably  ? — Yes  ; there  must  be  that. 

4005.  Ho  you  Icnow  of  any  case  in  which  cholera  occurred  in  any  house  or  place 
presenting  no  sanitary  flaw  whatever  ? — No  ; certainly  not.  Nor  do  I believe  that  cholera 
Avould  occur  in  a place  of  that  sort. 

4006.  Ho  you  believe  your  own  place,  for  instance,  to  be  as  favourably  circumstanced 
as  any  in  the  toAvn  ? — If  I did  not,  I should  leave  it.  I believe  it  to  be  by  far  the  most 
healthy  part  of  Newcastle ; and  that  the  sanittiry  condition  there  is  as  perfect  as  you 
Avill  find  it  in  any  part  of  NeAvcastle. 

4007.  Should  you  consider  Mr.  Grainger’s  property  to  be  in  a first-rate  sanitary 
condition  ? — I should  not.  The  houses,  in  man}’-  cases,  have  no  yards.  They  are  blocked 
np  behind.  There  is  a Avant  of  proper  ventilation,  and  I think  Mr.  Grainger’s  property  is 
defective  in  Avater-closets.  For  very  large  houses,  containing  a number  of  people,  there  is 
often  but  one  water-closet,  perhaps  at  the  very  top  ; and  sometimes  it  is  very  dark,  and 
so  placed  that  the  people  many  times  complain  of  it.  It  is  not  kept  clean,  and  it 
becomes  very  often  a nuisance.  That  may,  in  some  degree,  be  OAving  to  the  habits  of  the 
people. 

4008.  Ho  you  think  that  that  Avould  be  the  case  Avith  any  considerable  number  of  Mr. 
Grainger’s  first-class  houses  ? — No  ; I do  not  speak  of  the  first-class  houses.  I am  speaking 
of  tenemented  houses.  I lived  in  one  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  first-class  houses,  in  Eldon  Square, 
for  three  years. 

4009.  Was  it  well  drained  ? — The  draining  is  very  bad  there.  It  is  too  flat.  It  was 
so  bad  that  I Avas  obliged  to  have  the  flags  in  my  kitchen  taken  up.  It  rotted  the  flags. 

4010.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  that,  or  any  similar  fault,  belongs  to  the 
greater  portion,  or  the  Avhole  of  Eldon  Square  ? — I have ; I should  say  almost  the  AA'hole 
of  it.  I li\"ed  in  Eldon  Square  three  years,  and  I knoAV  that  the  complaints  Avere  A^ery 
great.  It  is  fio.t,  and  there  is  a want  of  fall  there. 

401  ] . Was  that  one  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  building  ? — It  Avas ; in  fact,  I was  obliged  to 
leave  the  house  in  consequence  of  the  nuisance.  The  water-closets  are  all  at  the  top  of 
the  house,  and  not  very  v/ell  constructed.  They  Avere  supplied  with  rain  water,  and  I 
ha\m  seen,  Avhen  they  Avere  obstructed,  that  the  soil  has  come  out,  and  e\'en  run  doAAUi 
stairs.  We  have  had  some  fearful  messes.  In  fact  I was  obliged  to  leave  the  house  in 
consequence  ; my  health  suffered. 
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4012.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  condition  of  Liverpool  Street,  in  which  there  were  //.  G.  Potter,  Esq. 

eight  deaths? — Extremely  had  ; there  is  dirt  and  filth,  and  very  bad  drainage,  drains  

which  are  very  shallow,  very  badly  constructed,  and  in  a broken  state.  Liverpool  27th  Jan.  1854. 

Sreet  goes  out  of  Percy  Street.  I believe  it  also  belongs  to  the  charity  of  St.  Mary  

M^agdalen.  There  is  another  property  again  which  also  belongs  to  that  charity,  the 

Spital  Tongues,  in  which  I know  there  were  at  least  twenty-four  deaths.  It  may  be 
leased  to  some  one,  but  I believe  that  it  belongs  to  the  chaidty. 

4013.  (To  Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  it  so? — [Mr.  Totvn  Clerk.)  Yes,  the  reversion  belongs 
to  the  hospital,  but  it  is  leased  for  ninety-nine  years. 

4014.  (To  Mr  Potter.)  Is  there  any  other  point  with  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  town  as  regards  cleanliness  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  is. 

4015.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  as  to  the  state  of  the  water  in  the  course  of  last 
year  ? — The  water  was  certainly  very  bad  ; and  I must  say,  in  spite  of  what  has  been 
said  in  evidence,  that  in  my  house  certainly  the  water  stank;  but  I must  at  the  same 
time  state  that  I heard  Mr.  Main  say  that  this  might  depend  upon  the  cistern.  Now,  it 
is  right  to  state  that  the  water  comes  into  a cistern  in  my  house,  and  it  was  in  the 
cistern  where  I noticed  it  particularly. 

4016.  (Mr.  Simoni)  Is  the  cistern  covered? — Yes,  it  is  within  the  house.  It  was 
within  the  house  that  I noticed  it ; there  was  a considerable  collection. 

4017.  Was  there  a large  deposit  in  the  cistern? — Yes,  at  one  time,  not  to  any  extent, 
but  there  was  a yellowish  deposit  from  the  water. 

4018.  Is  it  in  a room  ? — Not  an  inhabited  room  ; it  is  above  the  water-closet  in  fact. 

4019.  It  is  in  the  water-closet  ? — It  is  in  the  water-closet.  It  is  a high  place.  I never 
noticed  it  smell  before,  and  it  certainly  never  has  done  so  since.  I must  say,  that  the 
Whittle  Dean  water,  when  we  have  the  real  Whittle  Dean  water,  is  very  good.  I have  not 
the  slightest  complaint  to  make  of  it ; it  is  a great  improvement  to  what  we  had  before ; 
but  this  was  the  Tyne  water  which  we  had. 

4020.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk?)  From  July  to  September  last? — From  July  to  September. 

4021.  {Chairwxtn)  Have  you  any  notion  as  to  any  effects  which  it  may  have  had 
upon  the  public  health  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  that,  because  I have  known  instances  where, 
on  taking  that  water,  diarrhoea  ensued,  and  ceased  on  giving  it  up. 

4022.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Plave  you  knov/n  several  cases  of  that  sort? — I would  not  say 
several ; two  or  three  cases  certainly.  I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
that  water  caused  the  diarrhoea. 

4023.  (Chairman?)  More  or  less? — More  or  less ; there  was  a great  deal  of  diarrhoea 
prevalent  at  that  time.  I had  diarrhoea,  who  never  tasted  the  water.  The  water  of 
course  was  not  entirely  the  cause  of  the  diarrhoea,  but  I looked  upon  it  as  the  cause  in 
some  cases. 

4024.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Can  you  speak  positively  as  regards  your  own  cistern,  that  no 
impurity  could  have  got  into  it  except  through  the  supply  pipe  ? — I should  say  so. 

4025.  That  it  Avas  covered  completely  ? — Not  close  down  upon  the  top;  it  is  open  at 
the  top,  but  in  a room  very  near  the  ceiling.  As  soon  as  the  water  became  purer,  the 
smell  left ; nor  is  there  at  tlie  present  moment  any  smell  in  that  cistern. 

4026.  (Chairman.)  You  haive  had  it  cleaned  out  I suppose  since  that  time? — I did  not 
have  it  cleaned  out  for  tliat  purpose,  but  it  gradually  washed  itself  purer  as  the  water 
came  into  it.  I thought  of  liaving  it  cleaned  out,  but  just  at  the  time  an  improvement 
took  place  in  the  water. 

4027.  Are  there  any  other  remarks  Avhich  you  liave  to  make  with  reference  to  the 
Avater  ? — I dopiotknowof  any;  I have  nothing  to  say  against  the  Whittle  Dean  Acmter. 

The  riAmr  Avatcr  I look  upon  as  very  bad,  and  1 do  not  see  the  difference  in  taking  itwlien 
it  ascends  the  river  or  descends  the  river.  I object  \miy  much  to  the  use  of  the  river 
Avater  at  all.  I can  easily  believe  that  the  Whittle  Dean  company  only  pumped  the  water 
Avhen  they  had  no  other  Avater  to  pump.  The  toAvn  of  course  could  not  be  without  water, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I believe  that  that  Avater  had  an  injurious  efiect  upon  the  public 
health. 

4028.  With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health,  have  you 
anything  to  state  ? — -In  the  first  place,  I should  say  that  I feel  myself  placed  in  a delicate 
position  rather,  in  having  to  make  any  charge  against  gentlemen  Avho  have  left,  and 
especially  after  having  heard  them  offer  every  explanation  Avhich  they  apparently  could  ; 
but  as  a good  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subject,  it  is  only  right  to  state,  in  the  first  place 
with  reference  to  Dr.  Gavin,  that  1 Avas  prepared,  at  the  opening  of  this  Commission,  and 
up  to  the  time  he  gave  his  evidence,  to  bring  various  charges  against  him  ; but  really, 
after  hearing  the  very  manly  and  straightforward  manner  in  Avhich  he  gave  his  evidence, 
and  considering  the  peculiar  position  in  Avhieh  he  Avas  placed,  I must  say  I felt  my  charges 
fall  to  tlie  ground,  and  my  feeling  noAV  Avitli  regard  to  Dr.  Gavin  is,  that  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  in  Avhich  he  Avas  placed,  he  did  iiis  duty.  I think  it  right  to  state  that  I 
was  one  of  tliose  who  blamed  him  perhaps  as  much  as  anybody,  though  of  course  I did 
not  do  it  so  publicly ; but  still  I thought  that  Dr.  Gavin  Avas  to  blame,  and  I am  very 
happy  noAV  to  state  more  publicly  than  I blamed  him  that  I acquit  him.  I believe  that 
he  did  as  much  as  he  could  under  the  circumstances  in  Avhich  he  was  placed.  So  iuatcIi  as 
to  Dr.  Gavin.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Grainger,  I am  sorry  to  say  the  case  is  different. 

Mr.  Grainger  anaved  here  at  a time  Avhen  there  Avas  no  great  amount  of  cholera;  there 
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H.  G.  Potter,  Esq.  had  been  a few  cases,  and  the  cholera  was  then  steadily  but  rapidly  increasing.  I waited 

upon  Mr.  Grainger,  in  company  with  Mr.  Furness  and  Dr.  Robinson  on  the  Saturday,  the 

27th  Jan.  1854.  10th  September.  We  had  aU  of  us  at  that  time  seen  cases  of  cholera,  and  were  prepared 

to  give  him  any  information,  and  I must  say  that,  though  he  treated  us  with  courtesy,  as 

Mr.  Grainger  will  always  do,  for  he  is  a very  amiable  man,  yet  still  my  impression  was 
that  Mr.  Grainger  did  not  believe  what  we  stated.  He  seemed  to  me  not  to  credit  the 
evidence  we  gave.  His  questions  were  so  frequently  repeated  that  when  we  came  away 
I made  the  remark,  “ You  may  depend  upon  it  Mr.  Grainger  thinks  we  were  humbugging 
“ him  that  is  the  impression  I had.  Then  where  I conceive  that  he  acted  wrong  was  this : 
instead  of  caUing  the  profession  together,  which  he  ought  to  have  done  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  attended,  I think  very  improperly,  to  some  irrelevant  remarks  made  by  one  or 
two  members  of  the  profession.  Of  course,  in  such  a large  body  as  the  profession  in 
Newcastle  you  wiU  have  differences  of  opinion,  and  I think  he  attended  improperly  to  the 
suggestions  or  observations  of  perhaps  one  or  two  members,  and  let  them  deter  him  from 
caUing  together  the  general  body  of  the  profession.  StiU  I hold  that  he  was  bound  to 
call  together  the  medical  men  attached  to  the  principal  charities  in  this  town.  Now 
there,  at  any  rate,  he  would  have  had  harmony,  because  some  of  them  belong  to  one  of 
the  medical  schools  which  are  making  so  much  noise  at  present,  and  some  to  the  other ; 
but  for  all  that,  we  act  most  harmoniously,  it  does  not  interfere  with  our  conduct  or 
friendship  in  any  way  whatever.  Therefore  there  was  no  excuse  for  Mr.  Grainger  not 
calling  together  the  medical  men  attached  to  the  medical  institutions  and  to  the  principal 
hospitals  and  charities.  Neither  Mr.  Greenhow,  nor  Dr.  Wliite,  gentlemen  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  former  cholera,  were  consulted,  and  I think  that  this  neglect  (I  mustcaU 
it  neglect  in  that  particular)  tended  really  to  produce  a greater  amount  of  mortality.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  if  proper  arrangements  of  that  kind  had  been  made,  lives  might  have 
been  saved. 

4029.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  your  view  that  Mr.  Grainger’s  duty  here  extended  to  more 
than  assisting  the  guardians  to  organize  arrangements  for  the  poor ; did  it,  in  yomr  opinion, 
extend  to  organizing  methods  of  cure  or  prevention  for  all  classes  of  society? — I do  not 
know  as  to  organizing  methods  of  cure,  but  certainly  as  to  organizing  methods  ot 
prevention.  When  Mr.  Grainger  came  down  here,  he  was  looked  up  to  as  a man  in 
authority ; we  necessarily  looked  up  to  him  ; and  as  he  was  here,  and  did  nothing,  he 
paralyzed  our  movements.  We  could  not  assemble  together  well.  Supposing 
Mr.  Grainger  had  not  arrived,  we  might  then  have  met  together  ; some  members  of 
the  profession  might  have  called  the  others  together,  as  was  done  in  the  year  1831. 

4030.  {Chairman.)  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  of  the  profession  which  was  called 
together  by  Dr.  Gavin  ? — I was  not  present  at  that  meeting  of  which  Dr.  Gavin 
complains.  There  was  at  that  time  a good  deal  of  irritation.  I felt  that  the  profession 
had  not  been  treated  in  a courteous  manner.  Had  I been  present  I,  perhaps,  might  have 
expressed  myself  in  terms  to  that  effect. 

4031.  Are  you  aware  that,  at  that  time,  it  was  difficult  to  get  any  two  members 
almost  to  act  together  ? — When  Dr.  Gavin  came  down  here,  everything  was  in  confusion. 
I intended  to  go  to  that  meeting,  but  was  called  away.  It  was  at  an  unfortunate  period ; 
it  was  too  late. 

4032.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  think  that  it  would  have  been  an  unreasonable  view,  if 
Mr.  Grainger  had  taken  it,  that  he  was  called  upon  only  to  act  for  the  poor,  to  act  only 
with  the  guardians ; and  therefore  that  it  was  his  business  only  to  confer  with 
their  officers,  and  that  in  what  else  related  to  the  health  of  the  town,  it  was  the  business 
of  the  medical  gentlemen  resident  in  the  town  to  act  each  for  himself  in  his  individual 
capacity : do  you  think  that  that  Avould  have  been  a wrong  view  for  him  to  take  ? — I 
can  hardly  conceive  that  the  Board  of  Health  is  estabhshed  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
attending  to  the  poor ; I should  think  it  was  for  attending  to  the  rich  and  the  poor.  If 
it  be  so,  I should  certainly  think  it  a defect,  and  that  the  Board  of  Health  ought  to 
extend  its  operation. 

4033.  Of  course  I am  not  offering  an  opinion  on  the  matter.  I only  want  to  draw 
out  exactly  what  your  views  are  ? — I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  construction 
of  the  Board  of  Health  to  say.  If  the  Board  of  Health  is  so  constructed  that  the 
parties  whom  it  sends  down  here  or  to  any  other  place,  during  the  time  of  an  epidemic, 
can  only  look  after  the  poor,  then  I think  there  is  some  defect  in  the  construction  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  If  so,  then  of  course  it  excuses,  in  some  measure,  Mr.  Grainger. 
Certainly  the  poor  ought  to  be  considered,  but  they  are  not  the  only  parties. 

4034.  Are  you  aware  that,  when  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  come  as 
plenipotentiaries  in  these  affairs,  their  credentials  are  addressed  merely  to  the  boards  of 
guardians  ? — That  I can  easily  imagine,  and  to  the  official  bodies,  but  still  I think  they 
ought  to  go  a little  beyond  the  strict  line  of  their  duty;  and  I cannot  help  bearing  in 
mind  that  private  instruction  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

4035.  Do  you  know  that  there  is  such  an  instruction  ? — Mr.  Grainger  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  it,  but  Dr.  Gavin  said  that  there  was.  In  fact,  I v/as  aware  of  it  before. 

4036.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point? — No,  I do  not  think  there  is.  I look 
upon  it  that  that  matter  of  calling  together  the  medical  men  is  a matter  of  considerable 
consequence,  because  we  may  have  the  cholera  again,  and  have  an  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Health  come  down  here,  who  may  not  call  together  the  medical  profession,  and  it  may  be 
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productive  of  miscliief.  I,  therefore,  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to 
that  point,  because  if  it  be  owing  to  a defect  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  sooner  that  is  known  and  remedied  the  better. 

4037.  {Mr.  Simon?)  You  believe  that,  if  the  profession  had  been  called  together,  more 
effective  means  might  have  been  organized  for  the  protection  of  other  classes  than  the 
})oor  ? — Certainly,  and  of  the  poor  too,  because  the  medical  men  so  called  together  would 
have  acted  in  concert  with  the  proper  authorities,  and  would  have  supported  the  board  of 
guardians  and  their  officers.  They  would  have  acted  in  unison  and  harmony.  I speak 
with  reference  to  futm’e  attacks.  I think  it  of  consequence,  because  such  a thing  may 
occur  again. 

4038.  (Chairman.)  You  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  medical  profession  are  to 
stand  upon  their  own  feet,  and  take  the  steps  they  think  requisite  in  respect  of  other 
classes  besides  the  poor,  or  whether  they  are  to  expect  assistance  from  the  Board  of 
Health? — Decidedly;  otherwise  we  ai’e  in  an  embarrassing  situation,  and  that  we  felt 
during  Mr.  Grainger’s  presence  here  ; not  that  I wish  to  bring  any  charge  of  actual  and 
wilful  negligence  against  Mr.  Grainger ; quite  the  contrary.  I believe  him  to  be  one  of 
the  most  amiable  and  gentlemanly  men  in  the  world ; but  I do  not  think  that  he  acted 
in  a proper  way,  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

4039.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  of  course  recognize  that  Mr.  Grainger  could  not  address  the 
profession  with  authority  upon  this  matter — that  it  was  only  to  the  board  of  guardians 
that  he  could  speak  with  any  authority  ? — There  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  authority 
if  he  had  publicly  or  in  any  way  called  the  medical  men  together. 

4040.  {Chairman.)  It  is  your  impression  that  there  is  a recommendation  or  instruction 
from  the  Board  of  Health  to  their  officers  to  call  tlie  medical  profession  together  ? — Yes  ; 
Dr.  Gavin  stated  so  in  his  evidence. 

4041.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Making  allowance  for  the  fact  of  Mr.  Grainger  having  acted 
differently,  and  having  confined  his  exertions  to  the  board  of  guardians,  and  commu- 
nicated especially  with  their  officers,  do  you  believe  that  within  that  sphere  he  did  all 
that  it  was  possible  to  do  ? — Within  that  sphere  I believe  he  did  all  that  was  possible  ; 
what  I blame  Mr.  Grainger  for  is  in  not  going  beyond  that  sphere  ; he  narrowed  his  sphere 
too  much. 

4042.  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — Not  that  I ama  ware  of. 


George  Robinson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  sworn. 

4043.  {Chairman?)  You  are  a licentiate  of  the  college  of  physicians  of  London  ? — Yes. 

4044.  And  physician  to  the  Newcastle  eastern  dispensary,  and  lecturer  on  the  practice 
of  medicine  ? — Yes. 

4045.  How  many  years  have  you  practised  in  Newcastle  ? — Eight  years. 

4046.  How  long  have  you  known  it? — I have  known  it  more  or  less  since  1836. 

4047.  Have  you  paid  attention  for  any  number  of  years  to  the  subject  of  sanitary 
improvements  and  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  generally  ? — Since  the  commencement 

of  1847. 

4048.  Did  you  become  a member  and  honorary  secretary  of  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  ? — At  the  commencement  of  1847  I published  a lecture 
on  sanitary  reform,  which  I delivered  on  the  10th  of  February  in  that  year  before  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  this  town  ; and  afterwards  I called  upon  a number 
of  gentlemen,  and  in  a few  weeks  we  formed  a sanitary  association.  I put  in  this  lecture 
as  evidence. 

4049.  In  this  lecture  or  pamphlet,  after  stating  that  “ tlie  epidemic  diseases,  which 
“had  committed  such  fearful  ravages  during  the  past  year,  causing  the  proportion  of 
“ deaths  to  be  as  high  as  one  to  every  twenty-five  inliabitants  of  the  town,  were  still 
“ haunting  certain  districts  with  undiminished  virulence,”  you  proceed  to  enumerate,  as 
absolutely  requisite  for  the  preservation  of  health,  the  following  physical  circumstances  : 
light,  pure  air,  pure  water,  regular  exercise  and  wholesome  food  ? — Yes. 

4050.  Then,  after  adducing  various  instances  and  arguments  in  proof  of  the  necessity 
of  light  to  health,  you  proceed  to  speak  of  “ the  residences  of  the  poor  ” in  this  town  as 
follows.  “ On  entering  many  of  these  houses  the  visitor  is  at  once  arrested  in  his 
“ progress  by  finding  himself  in  total  darkness  ; so  much  so,  that  in  the  middle  of  a 
“ bright  clear  day  he  is  compelled  to  trust  solely  to  the  sense  of  touch  in  endeavouring  to 
“ reach  the  staircase  ; and  having  surmounted  this  difficulty  and  made  his  way  into  the 
“ apartments  occupied  by  the  different  families  in  the  house,  he  will,  in  the  majority  of 
“instances,  find  himself  unable  to  read  any  common  print  at  a distance  of  more  than 
“ two  feet  from  the  window  ; and  when  it  is  considered  that  in  many  of  these  courts  the 
“ space  between  the  opposite  houses  is  little  more  than  four  feet,  and  that  not  unfrequently, 
“ particularly  in  the  chares  or  lanes  leading  out  of  Pan  don  or  the  quay,  they  are 
“ overshadowed  by  huge  warehouses,  the  statement  will  perhaps  be  rendered  more 
“ intelligible  to  persons  unacquainted  with  these  localities  ?” — Yes. 

4051.  Then,  in  allusion  to  the  impurity  of  the  atmosphere  you  say,  “ Perhaps  in  no 
“ part  of  the  kingdom  is  more  inconvenience  and  discomfort  experienced  from  the  smoke 
“ nuisance  than  in  this  town,”  and  then  you  go  on  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  pernicious 
“effects  of  that  nuisance  u]>on  the  public  health  ? — Yes. 
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40.52.  As  another  cause  of  the  impurity  of  the  atmosphere  you  allude  to  imperfect 
ventilation,”  as  arising  from  “the  existence  of  blind  courts,  or  narrow  lanes  closed  at  one 
“ end,  so  that  the  passage  of  a current  of  air  through  them  is  a physical  impossibility;” 
and  you  add,  “ I need  scarcely  say  that  scores  of  such  courts  exist  within  the  precincts  of 
“ the  town,  many  leading  out  of  the  most  fashionable  streets  ? ” — That  is  so. 

4053.  Then  you  allude  to  the  impurity  of  the  atmosphere  arising  from  overcrowding, 
or  from  “ the  disproportion  between  tlie  size  of  a room  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants 
mentioning,  “ that  tlm  inspectors  of  prisons  in  England  recommend  not  less  than  1,000 
“ cubic  feet  for  every  prisoner,  as  being  essential  to  health  ; ” a cubical  space  almost  as 
great  as  that  of  many  rooms  in  this  town,  in  which  whole  families  and  sometimes  more 
than  one  or  even  two  families  at  a time  both  live  and, sleep  ; and  then  you  say  that 
“ such  hot-beds  of  disease  are  very  common  in  Sandgate,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
“ castle,  and  in  the  courts  leading  out  of  Newgate  Street  ? ’’ — Yes. 

4054.  Further  you  allude  to  “the  injudicious  construction  of  dwelling-houses  and 
work-shops,”  and  also  to  “ the  ignorance  and  apathy  ” of  the  inhabitants  as  additional 
causes  of  imperfect  ventilation  and  pollution  of  the  air  ? — Yes. 

4055.  Afterwards  you  observe ; “ But  the  atmosphere  of  large  towns  also  contains 
“ many  injurious  substances  derived  from  other  sources  than  the  pulmonary  exhalations 
“ of  its  inhabitants.”  “ The  first  circumstance  which  here  claims  our  attention  is  the 
“ accumulation  of  animal  and  vegetable  refuse  in  the  public  streets,  where  it  slowly 
“ decomposes ; emitting  during  this  process  most  offensive  and  noxious  effluvia ; ” and 
then,  with  special  reference  to  this  town,  you  state  “ It  is  true  that  the  chief  thoroughfares 
“are  generally  kept  tolerably  clean  ; but  the  narrow  lanes  and  crowded  courts,  where 
“ this  evil  shows  the  greatest  tendency  to  develope  itself,  are  never  touched  by  the 
“ scavenger.  In  many  of  these  places,  indeed,  ashes  and  dirty  water  are  systematically 
“ deposited  within  a few  feet  of  the  entrance  into  each  house  ; and  this,  not  only  in 
“ those  crowded  parts  of  the  old  town  where  dirt  and  misery  have  existed  for  centuries, 
“ but  in  streets  which  have  not  been  inhabited  for  more  than  two  years.  Nor  is  this 
“ filthy  and  unwholesome  custom  justly  chargeable  on  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the 
“ localities.  They  urge,  and  with  reason,  that  they  have  no  accommodation  ; and  that, 
“ when  any  receptacles  for  these  matters  are  provided,  they  are  generally  insufficient  in 
“ size,  and  being  soon  filled  remain  for  weeks  unemptied  f ” — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4056.  “The  next  caus-^'  of  atmospheric  impurity,”  to  which  you  refer,  “is  the  want  of 
“ proper  drainage”  ana  of  adequate  paving.  On  this  head  you  say,  “ Many  of  the  older 

>“  streets,  indeed,  are  in  this  respect  quite  as  deficient  as  those  of  the  uninqiroved  conti- 
“ nental  cities.  Open  gutters  in  their  centre,  arranged  without  any  regard  to  the 
“ inclination  of  the  ground,  abounding  in  deep  holes  and  frequently  obstructed  by  deposits 
‘ ‘ of  mud,  constitute  the  sole  provision  for  the  discharge  of  the  offensive  fluids  constantly 
“ escaping  from  the  adjacent  dwellings.  In  the  recently  built  districts  to  which  reference 
“ has  just  been  made,  the  state  of  things  is  still  worse  ; for  as  the  streets  are  neither 
“ paved  nor  furnished  with  drains,  the  decomposing  substances  become  trodden  into  and 
“ mixed  with  the  clayey  soil,  so  as  to  form  a putrefying  mud,  from  which,  under  the 
“ influence  of  a summer  sim,  the  most  deadly  vapours  are  constantly  eliminated  ?” 
—Yes. 

4057.  But  I see  you  go  further  and  state  that,  “ In  situations  where  subterranean 
“ drains  do  exist,  their  arrangement  and  shape  are  unfavourable  to  the  rapid  discharge  of 
“ their  contents,  and  the  latter  becoming  stagnant  in  their  interior,  undergo  decomposition 
“ and  give  off  a variety  of  noxious  gases,  which  find  a ready  vent  through  the  numerous 
“ numerous  drain  or  gully  holes  0])ening  into  the  streets  V’ — Yes. 

4058.  Subsequently  you  state,  “ In  speaking  of  the  injurious  effects  arising  from  the 
“ neglect  of  drainage,  I have  partly  anticipated  the  consideration  of  another  evil,  viz., 
“ the  absence  in  the  dwelling-houses  of  the  poor  of  certain  indispensable  conveniences,  as 
“ well  as  of  pipes  for  the  discharge  of  dirty  water.  The  complaints  of  labouring  men 
“ and  of  their  families  on  these  heads  are  very  numerous  and  distressing.  It  is  impossible 
“ to  converse  with  them  on  the  subject  without  hearing  accounts  of  hardships  and 
“ privations,  the  infliction  of  which  no  plea  of  economy  can  justify.  Women  having 
“ fixmilies  to  wash,  cook,  and  provide  for,  and  occupjfing  rooms  on  the  third  or  fourth 
“ storey,  are  compelled  to  carry  all  their  dirty  water  down  two  or  three  sets  of  dark 
“ crooked  stairs,  in  order  to  discharge  it  into  the  street.  In  some  instances  advantage  is 
“ taken  of  their  proximity  to  the  roof  to  pour  it  into  the  rain-water  pipes,  and  the  latter 
“ soon  becoming  choked  by  the  deposit  of  solid  mud,  the  offensive  liquids  overflow  and 
“ trickle  along  the  walls  of  the  house,  rendering  them  at  once  damp  and  pestilential  ? ” 
—Yes. 

4059.  You  also  say,  “ The  filthy  state  of  every  lane  and  bye  street,  moreover,  shows 
“ the  practical  inutility  of  the  laws  now  in  existence  agaiirst  the  commission  of  nuisances, 
“ while  it  must  be  evident  that  the  rigid  enforcement  of  those  laws  would,  in  the  present 
“ state  of  things,  be  an  act  of  intolerable  persecution,  and  that  the  only  effectual  remedy 
“ for  these  disgusting  evils  is  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  their  continuance?” 
— Yes. 

4060.  After  that  again  you  allude  to  the  sources  of  putrefaction  and  disease  arising  from 
slaughter-houses  and  knackers' yards,  to  the  atmospheric  impurities  arising  from  piggeries 
and  common  dung-hills  in  densely  populated  districts,  and  from  the  practice  of  intramural 
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interment,  as  also  to  the  acrid  and  oftensive  fumes  copiously  discharged  from  alkali- 
works,  soaperies,  glue  and  Prussian  blue  factories,  tanneries  and  lead-works,  of  which 
you  say,  “ perhaps  no  town,  for  its  size,  possesses  more  than  Newcastle  ?” — Yes,  that  is  so. 

40G1.  And  then  you  state  that  of  “ the  1,239  additional  deaths,  which  had  occurred 
“ during  the  past  year,  you  were  justified,  you  thought,  in  assuming  that  at  least  three- 
“ fourths  of  them  arose  from  those  atmospheric  poisons  which  you  had  been  engaged  in 
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“ considering  V’ — Yes. 

4062.  As  the  works  of  the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company  have  come  into  operation 
since  this  lecture  was  published,  I need  not  advert  to  your  remarks  on  the  rpiestion  of 
water,  as  they  would  not  now  be  so  applicable ; nor  need  I ask  you  about  the  results  of 
want  of  exercise,  or  of  consuming  unwholesome  food  ? — No. 

4063.  Do  you  see  any  reason  now  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  views  and  statements 
in  this  lecture  ; or  do  you,  generally  speaking,  entertain  the  same  o})inions  still  ? — I see 
no  reason  to  alter  those  views  and  opinions,  generally  speaking. 

4064.  Can  you,  as  secretary  to  this  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association, 
give  us  any  idea  of  its  proceedings? — Yes;  the  proceedings  during  the  first  year  are 
chiefly  related  in  this  report.  The  objects  are  also  mentioned,  and  we  endeavoured  to 
carry  out  those  objects  as  well  as  we  could.  I would  beg  to  put  this  report  in  evidence. 
In  it  there  are  two  reports  of  the  sub-committees  of  the  association,  one  describmg  the 
sanitaiy  condition  of  Pipewell-Gate  in  Gateshead,  and  the  other  that  of  Sandgate  In 
Newcastle. 


Extracts  from  the  altove-mentioned  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Xewcastle  and 
Gateshead  Sanitary  Association 

* iS-  ^ ^ * -s-:- 

The  association  being  thus  established,  the  committee  at  once  proceeded  to  institute  a 
minute  examination  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  both  boroughs,  through  the  agency  of 
district  committees.  And  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  local  knowledge  of  gentlemen 
connected  with  each  district,  the  members  of  the  town  councils,  and  the  medical  officers 
acting  under  the  Poor  Law,  were  respectfully  invited  to  lend  their  assistance.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  clergy  and  others,  rooms  were  provided  gratuitously  for  the  meetings 
of  these  ward  committees,  and  five  hundred  copies  of  printed  question.s,  similar  to  those 
adopted  by  the  London  Statistical  Society,  were  furnished  for  their  guidance  in  conducting 
the  necessary  inquiries. 

A large  mass  of  valuable  facts  was  thus  rapidly  acquired,  and  the  existence  of  many 
unnecessary,  and  therefore  inexcusable,  sources  of  misery  and  disease  indicated  in  situa- 
tions where  they  might  least  have  been  exjiected.  In  fact,  every  Itye  street  and  court  in 
both  towns  furnished  the  sti’ongest  evidence  of  the  necessity  for  stringisit  sanitary 
regulations  ; while,  in  not  a few  instances,  the  poorer  cla.sses  were  apparently  subjected  to 
very  extortionate  demands  for  the  misei'able  tenements  which  they  inhabited.  Sandgate 
and  Pipewellgate,  which  represent  the  more  crowded  and  unwholesome  districts  in  each 
borough,  were  submitted  to  a special  examination,  each  room  being  visited  by  twm  members 
of  the  committee,  and  a return  made  of  the  number,  sex,  and  age,  of  its  inmates.  The 
results  of  these  inquiries,  (for  which  the  a.ssociation  is  indebted  to  the  Kev.  George  Harris, 
Drs.  White  and  Charlton,  and  Messrs.  Humble,  Newton  and  Proctor,)  were  detailed  in 
communications  read  before  the  committee,  and  are  preserved  in  the  appendix  to  the 
present  report.  An  abstract  of  the  more  prominent  evils  noticed  in  the  return  of  the 
other  ward  committees  was  prepared  by  the  secretary,  and  published  in  the  first  number 
of  the  Journal  of  Public  Health. 

These  investigations  were  at  once  productive  of  benefit,  by  causing  the  removal  of 
much  filth  which  had  been  allowed  to  accumulate  for  years  in  the  courts  and  lanes,  and 
in  some  instances,  in  the  very  houses  occupied  by  the  poor.  But  as  the  committee  felt 
satisfied  that  the  mere  temporary  cleansing  of  a few  districts  is  of  very  little  importance, 
compared  with  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a judicious  system 
of  sanitary  regulations,  they  lost  no  time  in  placing  themselves  in  communication  with 
the  governing  bodies  of  these  towns.  Memorials  to  the  town  councils  of  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead,  praying  them  to  adopt  speedy  and  efficient  measures  for  improving  the 
drainage  and  cleansing  of  the  boroughs  under  their  charge,  and  for  preventing  various 
nuisances  therein,  were  accordingly  prepared  by  the  association,  and  ])resented  by  Sir  John 
Fife  and  Alderman  Brockett.  In  both  cases  this  appeal  has  been  met  in  the  best  possible 
spirit.  The  town  council  of  Gateshead  have  since  been  actively  engaged  in  preparing 
plans  for  the  construction  of  a main  sewer,  to  extend  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
town,  and  for  the  erection  of  j)ublic  wash-houses  and  conveniences.  In  Newcastle,  wliere 
the  corporation  have  much  larger  funds  at  their  disposal,  and  where  the  powers  of  the 
town  council  have  been  materially  increased  liy  a recent  Act  of  Parliament,  the 
committee  cannot  but  regret  that  more  active  measures  have  not  been  ado]Aed  for  the 
introduction  of  sanitary  improvements.  They  admit  tliat  this  delay  has  probalfiy  in  a 
great  measure  arisen  from  a desire  to  wait  for  the  ojieration  of  tlie  lom<’  exjjected  Health 
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of  Towns  Bill,  l)ut  as  another  consideration  may  also  ])ossibly  liave  tended  to  prevent  tli^ 
members  of  the  town  council  from  canying  into  effect  their  o^vn  convictions  of  the 
requirements  of  the  case,  tlie  committee  would  respectfully  venture  to  protest  against  any 
further  postponement  of  the  necessary  measures  on  the  ground  of  the  unpopularity  of  a 
sewer’s  rate.  That  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  coi-jioration  is  not  deemed  adequate  to 
meet  the  expense  of  an  effective  system  of  drainage,  may  be  inferred  from  the  introduc- 
tion, into  the  last  Newcastle  Improvement  Act,  of  clauses  empowering  the  council  to  levy 
rates  for  this  special  purpose.  But  the  petitions,  fi-om  numerous  and  respectable  bodies  of 
rate-payers,  in  favour  of  improved  drainage  and  cleansing,  which  have  at  various  times 
been  presented  to  the  town  council,  and  the  complaints  on  the  same  subject  which  have 
during  the  last  year  been  laid  before  the  Sanitary  Association,  prove  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  are  fully  sensible  of  the  evils  under  which  they  now  labour,  and  are  also 
prepared  to  pay  an  equitable  share  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  their  removal.  And  when 
they  consider  the  great  advantages,  both  engineering  and  economical,  which  a well- 
matured  and  simultaneously  executed  system  of  drainage  must  possess  over  an  irregular 
and  disjointed  series  of  drains,  and,  moreover,  observe  that  the  evidence  of  the  most 
skilful  engineers  proves  incontestably  that  unifonnity  in  the  construction  of  sewers,  and 
comprehensiveness  in  their  arrangement,  are  absolutely  necessary  to  jilaee  the  drainage  of 
any  large  area  on  a systematic  and  efficient  basis,  the  committee  cannot  but  entertain  a 
confident  hope  that,  ere  the  expiration  of  another  year,  a proper  survey  will  have  been 
made  of  this  district,  and  plans  of  sewerage,  on  a scale  commensurate  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  town,  will  be  in  active  progress. 

In  addition  to  the  memorial  presented  to  the  Newcastle  town  council,  the  committee 
have  had  several  interviews  with  the  Town  Improvement  committee  of  that  body,  by 
whom  they  have  invariably  been  received  with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  attention  ; and, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  communication  between  the  Sanitary  Association  and  the  executive 
committee  of  the  council,  the  latter  have,  with  great  consideration,  spontaneously 
appointed  three  of  their  members,  namely,  the  present  Mayor,  Alderman  Donkin,  and  Mr. 
Ralph  Dodds,  to  act  as  a deputation  in  receiving  the  suggestions  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  as  well  as  any  complaints  which  may  be  intrusted  to  the  latter  for  presentation. 
The  illness  of  two  of  those  gentlemen  has  rendered  their  interviews  with  your  committee 
less  frequent  than  the  latter  could  have  wi.shed  ; and  the  uncertainty  at  present  felt,  as  to 
the  fate  and  ultimate  form  of  the  Government  measure,  has  also  operated  as  a check  to  the 
discussion  of  local  remedies.  But,  fi-om  the  interest  now  universally  felt  in  sanitary 
improvement,  and  from  the  certainty  of  the  town  council  being  the  body  charged  with  the 
local  administration  of  the  genei-al  measure,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  a vigorous 
effort  will  shortly  be  commenced  for  the  prevention  of  many  of  the  sources  of  discomfort 
and  disease  which  have  so  long  prevailed  in  these  towns. 

Among  the  various  suggestions  which  your  committee  have  submitted  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  council,  may  be  mentioned  : 1st. — the  immediate  preparation  and  enforcement 
of  byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  lodging-houses,  and  the  prevention  of  various  nuisances; 
2nd. — the  removal  of  the  corporation  depots  of  refuse  from  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and 
the  establishment  of  a system  of  town-cleansing,  by  which  not  only  the  public  thorough- 
fares may  be  kept  clean,  but  the  receptacles  for  refuse,  attached  to  private  houses,  may  also 
be  regularly  emptied  by  the  public  scavengers  at  a moderate  charge ; 3rd. — the  erection  of 
additional  public  conveniences ; 4th. — the  appointment  of  a health  committee,  as  at 
Liverpool  and  Manchester ; and  5th. — the  preservation  of  any  unoccupied  ground  belonging 
to  the  corporation,  and  its  allotment,  on  favourable  terms,  to  any  persons  who  may  under- 
take to  build  houses  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  working  classes. 

Though  no  direct  steps  have  as  yet  been  taken  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  last 
important  object,  it  has  nevertheless  engaged  the  earnest  attention  of  your  committee. 
They  have  instituted  inquiries  in  several  towns,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  relative  cost  of 
the  improved  dwellings  which  have  recently  been  erected  for  tlie  woi’kmen  and  their 
families,  and  have  obtained  plans  and  estimates  of  those  built  at  Birkenhead  and  at 
St.  Pancras,  London.  And  when  it  becomes  generally  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  that  the  rents  of  many  of  the  tenements,  occupied  by  the  poorer  inhabitants 
of  these  towns,  have,  during  the  last  year,  been  considerably  advanced,  in  some  instances 
as  much  as  20  per  cent. ; that  houses  similar  to  those  at  London  and  Birkenhead  can  lie 
erected  in  Newcastle  30  per  cent,  below  the  cost  of  those  in  the  former  localities ; and 
that  the  already  excessive  demand  for  this  class  of  houses  will  shortly  be  still  further 
increased  by  the  proposed  alterations  in  Sandgate ; speculators  will  probably  soon  be 
found  to  supply  the  deficiency.*  Your  committee  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
formation  of  any  company  or  association  for  this  purpose,  every  inducement  to  j)articipate 
in  the  undertalang  should  be  proffered  to  the  working  classes  themselves ; and  they  are 


* Since  the  presentation  of  this  report,  the  committee  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  Richard 
Grainger,  to  whom  the  town  of  Newcastle  is  already  so  much  indebted  for  structural  improve- 
ments, contemplates  the  erection,  on  the  Elswick  estate,  of  a large  number  of  cottages,  which  will 
be  arranged  with  every  attention  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  each  of 
which  a small  garden  will  be  attached. 
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satisfied,  that  by  raising  the  required  capital  in  small  shares,  which  should  i-etimi  a fair 
interest,  very  many  of  the  industrious  and  intelligent  men,  who  are  to  be  found  among 
tlie  workmen  of  this  district,  would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  invest 
their  savings  in  security,  and  at  the  same  time  confer  a lasting  benefit  on  their  fellow- 
labourers. 

******  Extracts  from  Re 

Several  communications  on  the  subject  of  nuisances  have  been  represented  at  the  port,  ^c.  1847-8. 
monthly  meetings  of  the  committee,  and  some  useful  suggestions  made  for  the  more 
eft’ectual  accomplishment  of  sanitary  objects.  * * * * 

* * * Among  the  complaints  forwarded  to  the  committee  is  an 

anonymous  communication,  describing  the  unwholesomeness  of  the  worksho})s  in  which 
many  of  the  journeymen  tailors  are  daily  immured.  These  unfortunate  men  are  stated  to 
be,  in  some  cases,  confined  in  damp  cellars,  through  the  walls  of  which  the  most  offensive 
effluvia  exhale.  As  this  and  similar  evils  cannot  well  be  remedied  by  legislative  measures, 
the  committee  are  induced  thus  to  allude  to  it,  in  the  hope  that  employers  will  yield  to 
the  influence  of  public  opinion,  and  provide  workshops  adapted  to  the  vital  necessities  of 
human  beings. 

During  the  last  year  the  committee  have  taken  every  opportunity  to  endeavour  to  carry 
out  one  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  association,  the  enactment  of  a general  sanitary 
measm-e.  In  addition  to  the  petition  which  they  were  last  year  authorized  to  transmit 
from  the  association,  they  promoted  similar  petitions  to  Parliament  from  various  sections 
of  the  inhabitants  of  these  towns  ; and  in  support  of  a general  measure  for  improving 
the  public  health,  they  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating,  that  petitions  have  this  session 
been  presented  from  the  town  councils  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead, — from  the  inhabitants 
of  each  borough,  in  public  meeting  assembled, — from  the  vicar  and  clergy  of  Newcastle, 

— from  the  householders  and  ratepayers, — and  from  the  working  men,  in  addition  to  that 
forwarded  from  your  committee  on  behalf  of  the  association.  The  public  meeting  at  New- 
castle was  rendered  additionally  interesting  by  the  fact  of  many  working  men  taking  part 
in  its  proceedings  ; and  as  a striking  proof  of  the  strong  sense  and  practical  spirit  which 
pervaded  the  addresses  of  the  speakers,  the  committee  may  be  permitted  to  refer  with 
satisfaction  to  the  frequent  reference  made  by  Lord  Morpeth,  in  his  late  speech  in  Par- 
liament, to  the  facts  and  arguments  adduced  at  that  meeting.  On  the  receipt  of  the  bill 
for  promoting  the  public  health,  now  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  the  committee 
felt  it  their  duty  to  submit  its  provisions  to  a careful  examination  ; and  Alderman  Donkin, 

Dr.  White,  and  Mr.  Greenhow,  kindly  undertook  the  task  in  conjunction  with  the 
secretary.  Their  report  embraced  four  recommendations,  the  adoption  of  which  would, 
in  their  opinion  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  measure.  They  suggested  : 1st. — that  the 
local  board  of  health  be  empowered  to  add  to  their  number  a certain  proportion  of  persons, 
not  being  members  of  tlie  town  council,  who  may  be  considered  capable  of  assisting  in 
tlie  adtninistration  of  sanitary  measures  ; 2nd. — that  a medical  officer  be  appointed  in  each 
sanitary  district,  to  superintend  the  working  of  the  bill,  and  act  as  medical  adviser  to  the 
local  board ; 3rd. — that  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improvement  BiU,  of  last  session, 
may  be  more  i eadily  brought  into  operation,  by  an  order  in  council  or  otherwise,  instead 
of  I'equiring,  as  at  present,  another  Act  of  Parliament  for  that  purpose  ;§  4th. — that  the 
local  board  be  empowered  to  compel  the  drainage  and  paving  of  private  streets  and 
courts.  ******* 


Report  of  the  Suh-committee  for  the  West  Ward  of  All  Sai/nts,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
presented  and  read  by  the  Chairman,  the  Rev.  George  Harris,  to  the  General 
Committee  of  the  Netvcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Associatiooi,  June  21,  1847. 

Tlie  sub-committee  for  the  West  Ward  of  All  Saints  have  to  report  to  the  general 
committee,  that  four  of  their  number  have  examined  twenty-one  entries  in  the  north  and 
south  side  of  Sandgate ; and  the  result  of  their  inquiries  they  now  present  for  their 
consideration. 

Of  the  twenty-one  entries  only  two  or  three  are  well  paved  and  lighted  ; the  remainder 
are  generally  badly  paved,  and  without  light  at  night ; and  some  are  in  a shameful  con- 
dition, especially  Hunter’s  Entry  and  Eddy’s  Entry.  The  drainage  is,  with  two  exceptions, 
on  the  surface  or  open  gutter,  and  commonly  in  a neglected  state.  Sandgate  itself,  though 
lying  parallel  to  the  river,  and  in  its  immediate  proximity  is,  like  many  other  densely 
popidated  streets  in  Newcastle,  wholly  unfurnished  with  sewers,  or  any  other  contrivance 
for  removing  its  surface  and  refuse  water.  Somerville’s  Entry,  and  Eddy’s  Entry,  were 
almost  choketl  up  by  accumulation  of  ashes  and  filth  of  every  description.  The  entries 
are  seldom  and  iiregularly  swept  and  cleansed ; and  only  those  which  are  thoroughfares 
by  the  scavengers  ; and  no  necessary  wliatever  is  to  be  found  in  any  one  of  the  twenty-one 
entries. 

The  committee  have  examined  257  tenants,  who  rent,  at  from  8(7.  to  3s.  a week,  312 
rooms,  which  are  occupied  by  1,087  ]>ersons,  of  all  ages.  Of  this  number  seventy -five  had 
not  been  vaccinated,  fourteen  of  whom  had  had  small  pox,  616  could  neither  read  nor 


$ Tile  Pariiumentarv  committee  of  the  town  council  of  Gateshead  have  since  adopted 
somewhat  similar  recommendation. 
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G.  Robinson,  Esq.,  M'rite,  and  of  the  residue  comparatively  few  could  do  both.  Clothes  are  washed  and  dried 
31. D.  ill  file  rooms  almost  universally  ; and  the  water  has  to  be  fetched  from  the  public  pant, 

[conduit]  often  at  considerable  distance  and  ex]  )ense,  and  entailing  also  great  loss  of  time. 

27  th  Jail.  1854.  In  very  numerous  cases  the  diet  is  of  the  meanest  and  coarsest  description;  flesh  meat 

being  rarely,  if  ever,  had  ; whilst  in  others,  the  food  is  of  the  usual  kind.  The  Sunday  is 

Report  of  Sub-  commonly  passed  in  their  rooms,  chiefl}^  through  want  of  decent  clothing  to  appear  at 
Committee,  S^c.,  places  of  public  worship. 

June  1847.  The  misery  and  destitution  which  have  been  witnessed  have  been  appalling.  From  nine 

people  to  seventeen  have  been  found  in  one  room  ; the  higher  number  lying  on  shavings 
accumulated  in  various  jiarts  of  the  single  apartment.  One  room,  in  Roade’s  Entry,  in  which 
fifteen  people  slept,  had  no  ventilation  from  the  windorv,  that  being  a fixture.  In  another, 
twelve  feet  by  ten,  in  which  were  fourteen  persons,  the  window  did  open,  but  only  on  to 
an  immense  dung-hea}),  the  accumulation  of  many  years  ; the  stench  of  which  the  woman 
who  was  lying  in  bed,  having  lately  given  birth  to  a child,  declared  was  oftentimes 
stifling.  Ami  in  another  ^vl■etched  hovel,  for  which  its  two  inmates  paid  eightpence  a 
week,  not  a single  article  of  furniture  vms  to  be  seen  ; and  only  some  rotten  straw  in  a 
corner. 

At  the  head  of  the  Wood  Entry  there  is  often  at  the  entrance  of  one  of  the  houses  an 
overflow  of  liquid  filth  from  the  hill  above  ; and  on  the  other  side  of  the  lane  an  accumu- 
lation of  nuisances.  In  Somerville’s  Entry  there  are  several  pigsties,  one  underneath  an 
occu])ied  room  ; whilst  the  dung-heap,  in  the  neighbouring  entry,  surrounded  by  four 
jugsties  and  aided  by  the  overflowings  from  the  soapery  on  the  hill  above,  was  most  offensive 
and  dangei’ous.  This  nuisance,  vdth  others,  having  been  reported  to  the  official  authori- 
ties, orders  Avere  j)romptly  given  for  its  removal,  and  as  promptly  carried  into  execution; 
ninety-five  loads  of  accumulated  filth  liave  been  taken  from  that  one  deposit.  In  the 
Half  Moon  Entry,  there  is  a building,  the  ground  floor  of  Avhich  was  formerly  used  as  a 
tripe  house,  which  is  noAV  covered  Avith  filth  of  every  kind,  the  refuse  of  two  other  entries 
running  into  it.  Ov^er  this  receptacle  the  rooms  are  occupied  by  people,  Avho  complain 
loudly  of  the  above  aliomination  ; and  adjoining  is  a room  with  a brick  floor,  in  Avhich 
Avcre  seven  person.s,  and  tAvo  of  tlie  inmates  ill  of  fever.  In  Pot  House  Lane,  the  filth  from 
pigsties,  adjoining  the  back  of  houses,  drains  through  the  Avail  of  one  dwelling,  producing 
a noisome  smell  ; and  there  is  an  accumulation  of  ashes  and  filth  in  a ruinous  building 
opposite  the  entrance  of  some  houses  in  the  street.  The  state  of  Eddy’s  Entry,  as  first 
seen  liy  the  committee,  surpasses  all  description.  Some  houses  have  fallen  down  about  its 
centre,  on  the  left  from  Sandgate ; and,  notAvithstanding  the  propping  up  of  those  above, 
from  the  state  of  the  foundation  there  is  every  probability  that  a similar  accident  may 
attend  them.  One  of  the  adjoining  premises  has  already  fallen,  and  its  inhabitants  had 
a narroAV  escape  from  being  involved  in  its  ruins.  The  passage  up  the  entry  Avas  almost 
altogether  oblicerated  ; the  steps  Avere  blocked  up  or  destroyed,  and  a foetid  stream,  of 
every  abomination,  flowed  doAvn  the  entries,  depositing  in  its  course  the  filth  Avith  Avhich 
it  Avas  laden.  A collection  of  ashes,  and  other  refuse,  Avas  heaped  into  the  ground  story  of 
one  of  the  houses  directly  underneath  the  dAvelling  room  of  a shoemaker, — his  family 
seA’en  in  number ; and  communicating  also,  by  an  open  AvindoAV,  with  the  lower  room  of  a 
lodging-house  croAvded  Avith  inmates.  The  Avhole  entry,  with  its  wretched  tenements,  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  town  of  NeAA'castle. 

The  committee  here  also  are  happy  to  bear  testimony  to  the  promptitude  with  Avhich 
the  oflicial  authorities  gaAm  orders  for  the  removal,  so  far  as  it  could  be  efi'ected,  of  the 
abominations  of  this  entiy.  The  steps  Avhich  remain  are  once  more  visible,  and  the  ground 
floor  accumulation  has  been  I’emoved.  The  causes,  however,  Avhich  led  to  these  evils 
still  remain,  and  I’equire  removal  also. 

]\Iany  of  the  rooms  in  this,  and  various  other  entries,  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; 
they  are  occupied  probably  from  the  lack  of  accommodation,  occasioned  by  the  operations 
of  the  railway.  The  huddling  together  of  such  numbers,  in  some  of  the  rooms  visited  by 
the  committee,  Avas  found  to  arise,  in  many  instances,  from  their  having  been  dispossessed 
of  places  in  the  Castle  Garth,  and  other  localities ; and  the  rents,  in  several  instances,  have 
been  raised,  notAvithstanding  the  miserable  nature  of  the  dwellings. 

The  committee  must  bear  testimony  to  the  courtesy  with  Avhich  they  have  been  received, 
and  to  the  Avillingness  Avdth  which  their  questions  have  been  answered,  as  Avell  as  to 
the  desire  Avhich  exists  to  adoj)t  any  change  for  the  better  that  ma.y  be  suggested.  They 
arc  satisfied  if  suitable  information,  as  to  the  causes  of  health  and  comfort,  were  s^wead 
amongst  the  people,  it  Avould  meet  Avith  ready  reception  and  co-operation.  There  should 
be  a general  supply  of  Avater,  free  of  charge,  to  all  the  tenements  below  51.  a year,  or  at 
least  su}iplied  at  a lower  rate  than  to  hoirses  of  higher  rental ; and  it  should  be  conducted 
into  every  lane,  if  not  to  every  stair-head.  There  should  be  conveniences,  and  these  con- 
nected Avith  a drain  in  every  entry.  The  pigsties  should  be  removed  ; aud  no  dung  heaps 
suffered  to  accumulate.  The  AV'alls  of  the  entries,  as  well  as  those  of  the  houses  situated 
in  them,  should  be  white-washed  at  least  twice  a year,  if  not  oftener,  more  especially  in  the 
lodging-houses.  Every  entry  should  be  swept  and  cleaned  daily.  Lodging-houses  should 
be  erected,  and  placed  under  proper  superintendence.  Washing-houses  should  also  be 
built  in  this  locality,  and  made  free  to  the  inhabitants  under  certain  regulations.  Consi- 
derable expense  would  no  doubt  be  entailed  on  the  municipal  authorities  in  carrying  out 
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such  sanitary  reformation  ; hut  there  would  be  less  need  for  expenditure  on  dispensary,  G.  Robinson,  Esq., 
infirmary,  and  fever  hospital,  Avere  that  reformation  effected.  Disease  necessarily  prevails  31. D. 

more  or  less  in  these  narrow  and  croAvded  alleys  ; children  snlfer  from  scrofulous  diseases;  

the  adult  population  become  destitute  through  ill  health,  and  Avhen  ill  health  once  sets  in  27th  Jan.  1854. 
among  them  the  sickness  is  often  long  and  tedious,  and  recovery  often  impossible,,  on 
account  of  the  filth,  im})ure  air,  and  general  destitution,  in  Avliich  the  inhalhtants  of  these  Report  of  Sub- 
lanes  are  placed.  The  municipal  authorities  could  confer  no  greater  public  benefit  than  by  Committee,  c^c., 
devoting  some  portion  of  their  resources  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  changes  which  have  June  1847. 
been  suggested. 

NeAvcastle-upon -Tyne,  June  21,  1847. 


406-5.  It  is  mentioned  in  this  report  that  you  as  secretary  drew  up  an  abstract  of  the 
more  prominent  cauIs  noticed  in  the  returns  of  the  other  Avard  committees  or  sub-committees, 
Avhich  returns  the  association  do  not  seem  to  have  thought  it  necessary  to  print  in  their 
main  report  ? — Yes  ; I prepared  a sort  of  abstract  of  some  of  the  sanitary  evils  of 
NeAVcastle  in  some  of  the  other  districts  of  the  tOAvn,  which  Avas  published  in  the 
Journal  of  Public  Health  in  November  1847.  I beg  to  place  it  in  eAudence.  I there  also 
alluded  to  the  poAvers  AAdiich  the  corporation  possessed  for  preventing  these  evils.  I gave 
some  quotations  from  the  Local  ToAvn  Improvement  Act  of  1846,  and  I alluded  to  the 
clauses  Avhich,  in  my  opinion,  might  haA^e  prevented  the  cauIs,  or  many  cf  the  evils  Avhich 
A\m  had  noticed. 

Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Neivcastle-on-Tyue,  by  George  Robinson,  3I.D., 
Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association. 

This  report  (alluding  to  the  foregoing  rejAort  of  the  sub-committee  on  Sandgate)  may 
be  considered  as  faithfully  representing  the  general  condition  of  the  streets  and  lanes 
formed  by  the  residences  of  the  Avorking  population  of  NcAAmastle.  To  prove  that  iis 
statements  are  not  exaggerated,  I subjoin  a feAV  facts  from  the  obseiwations  made  in 
other  districts  by  the  sub-committees  of  the  same  association  : 

“ The  continuation  of  iSandgate  into  the  East  All  Saints’  Ward,”  I quote  from  a 
report  Avhich  aj>peared  in  June  last  in  one  of  the  local  ]>apers,  “ Avas  examined  by  the 
“ Rev.  George  Heriot,  incumbent  of  the  district,  and  Dr.  Robinson,  Avho,  in  every  case  of 
“ fever  which  they  Avitnessed,  found  its  occurrence  explained  by  the  proximity  of  some 
“ decomposing  organic  substances.  Thus,  in  the  Dock  House  Entry,  in  a room  on  tlie 
“ second  floor,  no  less  than  six  persons  had  recently  been  attacked  by  fever,  and  beneath 
“this  room  is  an  old  wooden  donkey  shed,  used  as  a receptacle  for  tilth,  from  Avhich  the 
“ most  offensive  effluvia  constantl}^  escape.  The  cellars  of  other  houses  in  the  same 
“ court  are  occasionally  tilled  Avith  the  refuse  Avater  from  the  adjoining  gas-works,  and 
“ the  tenants  describe  the  stench  as  most  noxious.  Several  cases  of  fever  Avere  also  found 
“ in  the  White  Boar  Entry,  which  is  in  some  parts  not  above  four  feet  wide,  and  the 
“ floor  of  Avhich  is  about  eighteen  inches  aboA^e  tliat  of  the  loAver  tenements  entered  from 
“ it.  Another  circumstance  to  which  they  allude,  is  the  existence,  of  enormous  masses  of 
“ filth  which  Avere  })ointed  out  as  sources  of  discomfort  and  disease,  not  only  liy  the 
“ inhabitants  of  the  poorer  division  of  the  district,  but  also  by  the  tenants  of  a much 
“ superior  class  of  houses.  Thus,  in  Hardy’s  Buildings,  Stepney  Fields,  Avhich  consist  of 
“ terraces  built  back  to  back,  small  yards  connected  with  each  house,  and  a narroAV  lane 
“ intervening,  they  found  the  latter  converted  into  a filthy  sAvamp  from  the  accumulation 
“ in  it  of  the  foetid  liquids  Avhich  oozed  from  the  numerous  cesspools  and  ash-bins  attached 
“ to  those  houses.  It  aqipeared  that  here,  as  throughout  the  rest  of  the  toAvn,  the  greatest 
“ difficulty  is  experienced  in  finding  persons  to  clear  these  receptacle.s,  even  Avhen  paid  for 
“ their  labour,  and  to  this  cause  Avas  ascribed  the  present  disgusting  condition  of  the  lane 
“ in  question.  From  the  operation  of  the  same  cause,  there  also  existed  at  the  back  of 
“ Gibson-street  a still  larger  accumulation  of  ashes  and  filth,  to  Avhich  AAmre  added  the 
“ refuse  of  a tripe  manufactory,  and  the  SAveepings  of  a piggery.  At  Stepney  Square 
“ several  similar  nuisances  exist : one  in  particular,  Avhich  contains  a large  proportion  of 
“putrefying  fish,  is  well  Avorthy  of  the  attention  of  the  aiithoidties.  Nor  should  tlie 
“ extensive  ])uhlic  depot  of  manure,  neax  the  Ouseburn  Bridge,  pass  unnoticed ; for  in 
“ addition  to  its  direct  influence  in  polluting  the  atmosphere,  they  cannot  l)ut  think  that 
“the  continuance  of  this  nuisance  by  the  corporation  Avill  opei’ate  iiajuriously,  by  tending 
“toconlirm  the  poor  in  their  habits  of  negligence  and  imcleanliness.  The  absence  of 
“ conA'eniences  was  commonly  complained  of  The  drainage  Avas  also  a frequent  source  of 
“ complaint,  particularly  in  the  courts  adjacent  to  the  North  Shore.  These  houses  are  built 
“ at  the  foot  of  a steep  bank,  and  as  tlie  }>assage  leading  into  the  ma,in  street  constitutes 
“the  only  channel  for  the  escape  of  Avater,  the  loAver  rooms  are  often  flooded  during  and 
“ after  a heavy  rain,  and  the  entry  itself  is,  at  such  times,  scarcely  passable.” 

The  other  division  of  the  same  Avard  Avas  examined  by  Dr.  Glover  and  Mr.  Shell,  Avho 
met  Avith  similar  nuisances,  and  also  noticed  the  defective  drainage  of  seAmral  new  streets. 
In  Dean  Yard,  High  Bridge,  visitedi  Avith  Mr.  Furness,  Avhicli  is  Avithin  a dozen  yards  of 
Grey  Street,*  and  Avhich  contains  a common  lodging-house,  and  several  tenemented 

* The  handsomest  street  in  the  toAvn. 
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G.  liobmson,  Esq.,  houses,  a cellar  under  one  of  tlie  latter  is  used  as  a receptacle  for  ashes  and  every  descrip- 

M.D.  tion  of  filtli ; and  as  if  this  were  not  a sufficient  source  of  atmospheric  pollution,  several 

]ugs  are  kept  in  the  same  hole.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  several  cases  of 

27tli  Jan.  1854.  fever,  one  at  least  terminating  fatallj’,  have  wltlun  the  last  few  months  occurred  in  this 

— court. 

Reprotofthe  Hon.  In  Prudhoe  Place,  and  in  several  other  parts  of  the  town,  tlie  difficulty  experienced  in 
Secretary,^  c.,  obtaining  the  requisite  assistance  for  the  cleansing  of  ash-pits,  &c.,  has  been  so  great,  that 

jyov.  1^47.  the  tilth  has  been  jjermitted  to  accumulate  against  the  walls  of  rooms  inhabited  by  large 

families,  till  it  now  constitutes  masses  six  or  seven  feet  high,  the  liqind  portion  of  which 
oozes  through  the  porous  walls  of  the  adjacent  houses,  rendering  them  at  once  damp  and 
pestilential.  (Prudhoe  Place  was  visited  in  company  with  Mr.  William  Chapman,  one  of 
our  most  active  borough  magistrates,  who  directed  the  attention  of  the  police  to  this 
most  striking  nuisance ; and  on  their  interference,  the  landlord,  to  escape  the  infliction  of 
a fine,  undertook  the  removal  of  the  accumulated  refuse,  which  had,  however,  previously 
caused  several  cases  of  fever.)  A poor  woman  in  Brandling  Place  (wliiob  is  very 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  town  moor)  has  at  this  moment  (June  28)  one  of 
her  two  rooms  rendered,  irom  the  same  cause,  wholly  uninhabitable.  And  another  house 
in  the  same  street  (visited  by  Mr.  J.  Lambton  Loraine  and  myself)  illustrates,  in  a still 
more  striking  manner,  the  waste  of  money,  as  well  as  the  loss  of  health  and  comfort, 
which  result  from  inattention  to  sanitary  an-angements.  Here  a man,  having  a family 
of  nine  children,  has,  with  three  of  his  children,  been  recently  attacked  by  typhus,  the 
jiarish  contributing  to  their  maintenance  during  the  suspension  of  his  labour.  The  cause 
of  the  pestilence  was  sufficiently  obvious.  Immediately  in  front  of  the  cottage  was 
spread  a large  pool  of  stagnant  water,  covered  with  a green  film,  and  so  foul  and  deep 
had  this  accumulation  become,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  the  family  could 
cross  it.  The  attack  of  fever  seems  to  have  stimulated  all  parties,  and  to  have  convinced 
them  of  the  necessity  for  removing  this  foetid  pool ; but  how  was  this  accomplished  ? 
Instead  of  making  a few  yards  of  covered  drain,  which  would  have  insured  the  permanent 
removal  of  all  surhxce  water,  the  evil  has  merely  been  disguised,  it  cannot  be  considered 
as  even  palliated,  by  scattering  over  the  spot  eight  cart-loads  of  ashes,  at  an  expense  of 
about  ten  sliillings. 

Another  instance  of  the  discomfort  and  disease  to  which  the  poor  are  subjected  by  the 
present  non-interference  system,  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Association 
by  Mr.  G.  Y.  Heath.  A lalxouring  man  lay  in  an  underground  kitchen  or  cellar,  in 
Paradise  Row,  near  the  Spital,  coiifined  to  bed  by  an  attack  of  typhus.  The  room 
adjoining  (which  was  orginally  intended  for  a coal-cellar,  having  a grating  communicating 
with  the  street)  had,  from  the  absence  of  any  ash-bin  or  necessary,  been  used  by  all  the 
tenants  of  the  house  (about  half-a-dozen  families)  as  a receptacle  for  filth  of  every 
description,  while  the  neighbours  were  also  in  the  lialtit  of  discharging  their  refuse  water 
into  it  through  the  street-gTating  above. 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Pearson,  incumbent  of  the  district,  kindly  assisted  in  the  examination 
of  the  more  densely  populated  portion  of  AVestgate  Township,  a district  constituting  a 
new  and  rapidly  increasing  town,  which  has  within  tliese  last  few  years  arisen  in  the 
north-western  suburb  of  Newcastle,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporation.  These 
streets  are  mostly  inhabited  I>y  labouring  men  and  their  families,  and  present  in  a marked 
degree  the  physical  and  moral  evils  which  afflict  the  poor,  when  deprived  of  all  official 
superintendence  and  protection.  Undrained,  nnpaved,  unlighted,  they  constitute  in  winter 
a jxerfect  swamp,  whilst  the  summer’s  sun  acting  on  the  mass  of  animal  and  vegetable 
refuse  embedded  in  the  mire,  produces  the  poisonous  exhalations  from  winch  fevers 
originate.  This  district  was  consequently  the  chief  focus  whence  the  epidemic  of 
scarlatina,  which  last  year  ravaged  Newcastle,  spread  its  fatal  influence,  and  the  mortality 
here  amongst  the  children  was  excessive.  Nuisances  similar  to  those  previously  described 
were  of  frequent  occurrence.  The  corporation  midden,  or  refuse-keep,  which  is  situated 
between  this  district  and  the  barracks,  was  an  object  of  genei’al  complaint.  And  several 
instances  of  the  hardshijjs  inflicted  on  individuals  by  the  absence  of  any  law  for 
enforcing  the  regular  cleansing  of  }U'ivate  ash-heaps  also  came  under  our  notice.  One 
man  complained  that  lie  could  scarcely  have  access  to  the  room  which  he  rented,  in 
consequence  of  a large  heap  of  ashes  and  filth,  and  that  on  his  first  entrance  he  had  to  pay 
five  shilhngs  for  the  removal  of  the  refuse  left  by  his  predecessors  and  the  surrounding 
tenants,  none  of  whom  would  join  him  in  the  expense.  Perhaps  the  most  fearfid  illustra- 
tion of  the  suffering  and  disease  to  which  the  poor  are  subjected  from  the  want  of  proper 
superintendence,  was  furnished  by  Mount  Pleasant,  a steep  bank,  forming  one  side  of  a 
narrow,  densely  populated  ravine  near  the  quay.  It  was  visited  in  company  with 
Mr.  Glover,  the  owner  of  some  tenemented  property  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  described 
his  tenants  as  much  annoyed,  and  his  houses  depreciated,  by  the  contiguit;'"  of  the  nuisance 
which  we  are  about  to  describe.  On  the  very  summit  of  the  hill  is  an  open  space,  the 
sides  of  which  are  occupied  by  a large  number  of  piggeries,  and  in  close  contact  with 
these  undrained  filthy  sties  are  several  tenemented  houses,  the  lower  rooms  of  which  are 
considerably  below  the  level  of  the  accumulated  refuse.  We  found  that  the  inhabitants 
of  these  rooms  (the  back  walls  of  which  are  rendered  constantly  damp  and  offensive  by 
the  oozing  through  of  the  foul  liquid  from  above)  had  sufiered  severely  from  fever.  In 
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nine  rooms  visited  in  Craig’s  Court,  Avliich  is  situated  on  tlie  summit  of  the  hill,  and  in  G.  Robinson,  Esq., 
immediate  proximity  to  the  piggeries,  we  found  fever  to  have  prevailed  as  follows  : — 3I.D. 

In  1st  room,  occupied  at  time  of  visit  hy  nine  persons,  there  had,  

within  the  last  three  months,  been  six  cases  of  fever,  but  no  deaths.  27th  Jan.  1854. 
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Making  a total  of  fifty-five  inhabitants  at  the  time  of  visit,  fifty  cases  of  fever,  and  five 
deaths. 

This  abode  of  wretchedness  and  disease  is  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  and,  it  may  be 
added,  that  Mr.  Newton,  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  poor  of  this  district,  is  at  the 
present  moment  (October  7),  labouring  under  severe  typhus  ; his  assistant  died  last  week 
from  the  same  cause,  and  the  relieving  officer,  whose  life  was  at  one  time  despaired  of,  is 
but  slowly  recovering  from  a similar  attack.  § 

It  is,  perhajis,  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on  these  repulsive  and  frightful  details.  The 
few  facts  now  stated,  which  might  be  multiplied  to  an  unlimited  extent,  will  probably 
render  it  sufficiently  evident  that  the  inhaliitants  of  Newcastle  suffer  most  severely  and 
extensively  from  preventible  causes  of  disease.  It  may  not,  however,  be  altogether  useless 
to  glance  for  a moment  at  the  powers  which  the  legislatui'e  has  given  to  the  local 
governing  body  for  the  protection  of  the  health  and  comforts  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  for  improving  the  borough  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  which  received 
the  Royal  assent  on  the  26th  of  June  1846,  contains  the  following,  among  other 
provisions  for  that  purpose — viz.. 

The  town  council,  who  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  Act,  are,  by  the  8.3d 
clause,  empowered  to  make  a sewers’  rate  for  “constructing,  maintaining,  and  improving 
the  sewers  within  the  said  borough.” 

By  the  89th  clause,  persons  neglecting  to  use  proper  precautions  for  the  consumption 
and  prevention  of  smoke  in  furnaces,  are  liable  to  cumulative  penalties  after  receiving  a 
month’s  notice  in  writing  from  the  council. 

By  the  9 2d  and  94th  clauses,  the  owners  of  existing  houses  are  required  to  provide 
necessaries  and  ash-pits  for  the  same,  and  to  empty  them  when  required. 

By  the  96th  clause,  pigs  are  forbidden  to  lie  kept  in  any  dwelling-house. 

And,  lastly,  by  the  109th  clause,  the  council  are  “empowered  from  time  to  time  to 
“ make  byelaws,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  following  ; (that  is 
“ to  say,) 

“ For  making  regulations  for  the  registi-ation  and  inspection  of  slaughter-houses  and 
“ knackers’-yards,  and  for  keeping  the  same  in  a cleanly  and  proper  state,  and  for 
“ removing  filtli  therefrom  at  least  once  in  every  week. 

“ For  regulating  the  manner  of  keeping  swine,  and  preventing  the  keeping  thereof 
“ within  any  dwelling-house,  and  for  describing  the  limits  of  such  liorough  within  which 
“ it  shall  be  lawful  to  keep  the  same. 

“ For  i-egulating  the  duties  of  scavengers. 

“For  making  regulations  for  the  registering  of  lodging-houses,  and  for  maintaining 
“ cleanliness  therein,  and  keeping  them  in  a wholesome  condition. 

“ For  laying  down  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings.” 

Were  these  powers  vigorously  exercised,  it  is  evident  that  many  of  the  evils  above 
described  could  not  have  existed.  But,  with  the  excejition  of  a recent  effort  to  induce 
manufacturers  to  use  measures  for  the  diminution  of  the  smoke  nuisance,  the  powers 


* Including  the  two  fatal  cases.  The  window  did  not  open. 

I The  first  five  rooms  were  in  the  same  house. 

f The  window  did  not  open. 

j Since  the  above  was  written,  I have  received  from  Mr.  T.  M.  Greenhow,  the  senior  surgeon 
to  the  Newcastle  infirmary,  and  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  zealous  advocates  of  sanitary  reform, 
the  following  facts  relative  to  the  condition  of  Carnaby’s  Court,  in  Gallowgate,  where  he  is  now 
attending  two  fever  patients,  and  where  a well  marked  case  of  cholera  presented  itself  last 
summer.  This  court,  twenty  paces  in  length  and  four  yards  wide,  contains,  at  the  pre.^^ent 
moment,  twelve  families  of  human  beings,  twenty-five  pigs,  three  horses,  six  cows,  and  four 
middens.  Gallowgate  being  situated  near  the  entrance  to  the  town  moor  (on  which  the  freemeu 
possess  the  privilege  of  pasturing  their  cows),  contains  extensive  stabling  for  these  animals ; and 
a gentleman  filling  one  of  the  highest  offices  in  this  town  has  assured  me  that  upwards  of  seventy 
cows  have,  during  the  last  year,  perished  (as  the  owners  believe)  from  the  poisonous  vapours 
emanating  from  some  adjacent  lead-works.  At  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  town,  the 
inhabitants  also  complain  of  the  injurious  influence  upon  their  health  of  a similar  manufactory,  and 
affirm  that  much  of  the  noxious  vapour  in  this  instance  arises  from  the  combustion  in  the  open 
air,  to  save  the  expense  of  the  removal,  of  the  bark  used  to  cover  the  sheets  of  lead  during  its 
conversion  into  the  carbonate,  or  white  lead. 
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G.  Robinson,  Esf].. 
31.  D. 

27tli  Jan.  18o4. 


vested  in  the  town  council  by  this  Act  have  remained  wholly  inoperative.  There  is, 
however,  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  remissness  has  arisen  from  any  personal  antipathy 
to  sanitary  improvements.  On  the  contrary,  many  of  the  most  active  members  of  the 
corporation  are  zealous  advocates  for  tlie  physical  and  moral  improvement  of  the  working 
classes  ; and  some  have,  at  considerable  expense,  voluntarily  introduced  smoke-consuming- 
contrivances,  and  otherwise  ministered  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  their  fellow-townsmen.* 
Nor  can  I ascribe  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  Town  Improve- 
]uent  Act  to  any  other  cause  than  the  disinclination  to  active  exertion,  so  often  induced 
by  a sense  of  divided  responsibilit}^ 

4066.  Did  you  also  sign  the  report  of  tlie  medical  committee  of  that  sanitary  associ- 
ation communicated  to  Mr.  Robert  Rawlinson,  superintending  inspector  of  health,  at  the 
time  of  his  visit  and  inquiry  here,  in  1849  ? — I did.  I was  one  of  several  who  signed  it. 

4067.  And  you  still  entertain  the  opinions  there  expressed  as  to  the  connection  between 
fever  and  want  of  sanitary  arrangements  ?— Yes. 

4068.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  the  reports  of  the  dispensary  and  fever 
ho.spital  in  this  town  ? — I have  read  these  reports,  and  I agree  witli  the  sentiments 
ex[)ressed  in  them ; but  I am  not  at  all  responsible  for  them. 

1-969.  Do  you  see  any  reason  to  differ  from  any  of  the  opinions  there  expressed  ? — No,  I 
do  not. 

4070.  Did  you,  about  the  time  of  the  formation  of  that  association,  make  yourself 
familiar  with  the  state  of  the  toAvn  genei-ally  ? — I did ; I have  examined  at  diflerent 
times  almost  every  part  of  the  town.  All  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  I am  very 
familiar  with,  owing  to  my  connection  with  the  eastern  dispensary. 

4071.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  sanitary  state  of  tliese  districts  in  August  1853  ; 
and  what  improvements  in  them  had  taken  place  since  the  formation  of  that  sanitary 
association  and  the  reports  then  made  by  it,  and  by  its  sub-committees  ? — During  the 
epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  1846-7,  and  during  the  epidemic  of  Irish  fever,  1847-8,  large 
quantities  of  refuse  were  removed,  and  various  crowded  entries  were  cleaned  out : and 
some  cleansing  may  possibly  have  taken  jdace  during  the  visitation  of  cholera  in  1 848-9  ; 
I think  some  did  ; but  since  that  time  I think  there  has  been  a retrogression.  I think 
the  town  has  not  been  kept  so  clean  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 

4072.  Are  you  among  those  who  consider  that  the  lightness  of  the  attack  of  cholera 
here  in  1848-9  was  due  to  the  sanitary  measures  of  removing  the  decomposing  animal 
and  vegetable  matter  adopted  during  the  prevalence  of  Irish  fever,  1847-8,  and  to  the 
abundant  supply  of  pure  water  then  enjoyed  by  the  town? — Yes. 

4073.  And  are  we  to  understand  you  to  say  that  in  your  opinion  these  masses  of  decom- 
posing animal  and  vegetable  matter  have  since  re-accumulated  to  any  extent  ? — They  had 
accumulated  previously  to  the  visitation  of  cholera  in  1853. 

4074.  Generally  throughout  the  town,  or  only  in  some  special  districts? — I think 
generally  throughout  the  town. 

4075.  (d/i‘.  Simon.)  When  you  make  a remark  which  would  apply  only  to  the  part 
outside  the  old  municipal  boundary,  will  you  specify  it,  so  that  we  may  understand  that 
all  you  say  applies  to  the  old  borough,  except  where  you  say  otherwise  ? — Yes. 

4076.  {Chairman.)  Had  you,  at  any  time  shortly  before  the  recent  outbreak  of  cholera, 
occasion  to  renew  your  familiarity  with  those  districts,  so  as  to  see  in  what  state  they 
were,  and  to  form  a competent  opinion  a.s  to  their  then  sanitary  condition? — I was  con- 
tinually ])assing  tln-ough  diherent  parts  of  the  town,  and  having  once  taken  an  interest 
in  the  sanitary  condition  of  it,  objects  attracted  my  attention  that  pei'haps  might  not  have 
attracted  the  notice  of  a casual  and  ordinary  observer  ; aiid  I saw  in  every  part  of  the 
town  accumulations  of  refuse. 

4077.  You  noticed  some  improvement,  no  doubt,  in  certain  parts  ? — In  a few  places  I 
have  noticed  improvement. 

4078.  Of  what  sort?^ — In  Eddie’s  Entry,  for  instance,  which  in  1847-8  was  in  a 
shocking  condition.  The  houses  there  were  tumbling  down  ; they  were  in  an  unsafe  con- 
dition. These  houses  have  since  been  rebuilt,  and  the  court  paved.  That  is  on  the  north 
side  of  Sandgate. 

4079.  Are  they  now  pi'ovided  with  privies  and  ash-pits  ? — I can  scarcely  speak  to  that 
point ; I should  question  it ; there  may  be  one  or  two  piivies. 

4080.  I wanted  to  see  if  you  knew,  because  we  have  a report  to  the  contrary. 
Inspector  of  nuisances,  Jenkins,  reports  on  the  18th  of  February  1851,  that  certain  pre- 
mises in  Eddie’s  Entry  have  only  recently  been  rebuilt,  wholly  without  privy  or  ash-pit  ? 
— I am  not  prepared  to  speak  positively  upon  that  point. 

4081.  Referring  geneiall}-  to  such  districts  as  Sandgate  or  Pandon,  or  the  Close  and 
Castle  Garth,  and  so  on,  for  a few  weeks  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  what  do 
you  think  was  the  condition  of  the  houses  there  at  that  time,  as  regards  cleanliness,  ven- 
tilation, and  privy  accommodation,  or  any  other  points  which  you  may  think  important 
in  a sanitary  point  of  view  ? — I think  the  houses  were  dirty ; the  ventilation  is  neces- 
sai-ily  imperfect  in  these  narrow  courts,  and  there  Vvms  also  a great  quantity  of  refuse  and 
filth  lying  about. 

* It  siioLild  also  be  mentioned  tliat  public  baths  and  washhouses,  similar  to  those  at  Liverpool, 
are  now  (A.D.  1847)  in  course  of  erection,  at  the  expense  of  the  corporation. 
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4082.  You  object,  so  to  say,  to  the  mode  of  house  construction  exhibited  in  tliese  G.  Robinton,  Etq., 

courts  ? — Decidedly.  M.B. 

4083.  Do  you  think  it  compatible  with  proper  or  sufficient  ventilation  ? — I do  not.  The  _ 

overcrowding  of  the  houses  in  narrow  courts,  some  of  these  courts  not  being  above  four 

feet  wide, I think,  of  course,  renders  the  ventilation  very  imperfect ; and  this,  together  ' 

Avith  the  absence  of  privy  accommodation,  and  the  re.sults  to  which  that  leads,  necessarily 
tends  to  render  the  Avhole  atmosphere  of  the  place  vitiated  and  unfit  for  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  respiration. 

4084.  And  the  want  of  thorough  ventilation  owing  to  the  courts  being  closed  often  at 
one  end,  and  to  the  houses  being  l)uilt  back  to  back,  you  would  con.sider  of  great 
importance  ? — Yes.  I may  add  that  on  the  north  side  of  Sandgate,  I think  it  is  in  some 
respects  wor.se  than  on  the  .south  side.  I think  the  condition  of  some  of  tlie  houses  on 
the  north  side  rather  better  than  that  of  tho.se  on  the  south  side  ; Imt  on  tlie  south  .side, 
next  the  river,  owing  to  their  proximity  to  tlie  river,  they  are  better  ventilated.  In  tlie 
houses  Avhich  are  built  into  the  banks,  as  in  Pandon  and  many  other  place.s,  the  back 
walls  are  more  frequently  damp. 

408.5.  Have  you  recently  been  into  any  of  tho.se  houses  ? — I liave,  witliin  the  last 
month. 

408().  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  of  any  material  difference  in  tho.se  places,  in  Pandon 
and  Sandgate,  and  so  on,  between  .such  as  are  cul  de  sacs,  not  thoroughfares,  and  those 
which  are  thoroughfares? — Tho.se  which  are  thoroughfares  have  nece.ssarily  a better 
ventilation  to  a certain  extent. 

4087.  I mean  as  regards  the  cleansing  of  their  jiavements? — No,  I do  not  see  much 
difference.  I think  excrementad  filth  is  thrown  on  the  surface  everywhere. 

4088.  (C/iainnan.)  And  generally  they  were  not  in  a proper  condition  at  the  time  of 
the  late  outbreak  ? — Decidedly  not. 

4089.  (Mr.  Simon.)  As  regards  the  croA\^ding  of  the  inhabitants? — I think  there  is 
overcrowding,  both  with  regard  to  the  number  of  rooms  existing  on  a given  area,  and 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  individuals  living  in  a room  of  a given  size  ; ami  altogether 
there  are  too  many  people  upon  a given  area. 

4090.  (Chairman.)  Can  you  compare  the  state  of  crowding  in  these  rooms  in  the  year 
1848  with  what  it  was  in  1853  ; when  do  you  think  they  were  the  mo.st  croAvded  ?— Of 
course  the  population  is  migratory  to  a certain  extent  ; and,  during  the  time  of  harvest 
in  autumn,  there  is  generally  I should  say  more  overcrowding  than  at  other  times ; at 
lea.st,  during  a portion  of  the  summer  and  autumn. 

4091.  Do  you  think  the  overcrowding  ha.s  decreased  since  1848,  or  increased,  or 
remained  pretty  stationary  ? — I think  it  has  remained  stationary. 

4092.  There  is  no  material  improvement  ? — No  material  alteration,  I think. 

4093.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  notice  any  material  improvement  in  the  pri\-y 
accommodation  of  these  poorer  districts,  between  1848  and  1853  ? — I have  not. 

4094.  Is  it  still  in  your  opinion  very  inadequate  ?— Decidedly, 

4095.  When  you  mention  that  in  the  thoroughfares,  as  Avell  as  in  the  cul  de  sacs  in 
these  districts,  the  surface  of  the  soil  is  covered  more  or  less  Avith  excrement,  do  you 
think  that  that  is  OAving  to  any  perverse  love  of  filth  on  the  part  of  tlie  inhabitants  ? — 

I think  it  is  from  the  necessities  of  their  position. 

4096.  For  Avant  of  i>roper  accommodation? — Yes;  from  com^ersations  I have  had 
Avith  many  of  the  poor,. both  male  and  female,  I am  .sati.sfied  that  tliey  feel  aggrieved  by 
it.  They  feel  depressed  and  aggrieved  by  the  iusufficient  accommodalion,  particularly 
the  women. 

4097.  It  offends  and  almost  destroys  their  sense  of  decency,  I suppose  ? — Yes,  and 
renders  the  atmosphere  of  perhaps  the  only  room  they  have  umvhole-^ome  and  olfen.sive. 

4098.  Have  you  yourself,  on  going  into  tho.se  rooms,  habitually  had  occa.sion  to 
notice  thi.s  vitiated  condition  of  the  atmo.sphere  ? — Yes  ; utensils  are  kept  there  and 
they  emit  an  olfensive  effiuvium. 

4099.  Have  you  habitually  seen  those  “ kits  in  the  room,  or  .at  the  stair-head,  full  of 
foecal  matter  ? — I liave,  in  lioth  situations. 

4100.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Should  you  confine  that  descrijition  to  Sandgate? — Decidedly  not. 

It  exists  in  all  the  courts,  I think,  in  whiclt  the  houses  are  sublet  to  different  tenants, 
and  Avhich  are  inhabited  by  the  labouring  jiopulation.  The  Close,  Pandon,  Silver  Street, 

Pudding  Chare,  Castle  Garth,  the  lanes  and  courts  leading  out  of  Newgate  Street,  and 
the  Bigg  Market. 

4101.  (Chairman.)  I find  in  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  of  nuisances  that  the  railw.ay 
arches  of  the  York,  Newcastle,  and  BerAvick  railway,  are  I'ejiorted  Aveek  after  Aveek  or 
fortnight  after  fortnight  as  being  in  the  most  filthy  condition,  covered  with  excrement, 
ashes,  and  so  on  ; though  time  after  time  it  seems  th.at  stej)S  Avere  taken  to  remove  the  tlnui 
accuniuLxtion.  To  Avhat  do  you  siqijio.se  that  that  isoAving? — To  the  absence  of  jirivj- 
accommodation  .and  of  ash-pits  ; indeed  I may  oliserve  tliat  in  every  secluded  jiortion  of 
the  town,  for  instance,  take  Eldon  Square,  you  obsarve  the  same  thin.g,  thoindi  to  a 
minor  extent. 
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4102.  Wliicli  side  of  Eldon  Square  is  that? — I allude  to  an  open  space  along  the 
railings  in  Eldon  Square.  I have  observed  it  frequently  ; and  wherever  there  is  a private 
lane  or  court,  you  observe  a nuisance  of  that  kind.  Of  course  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
town  it  exists  to  a less  extent  than  in  the  lower  parts.  The  railway  arches  exist  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  town  chiefly. 

4103.  Do  you  think  that  generally  throughout  the  town  there  is  a very  great  want 
of  privy  and  ash-pit  accommodation  for  the  poor? — Decidedly  ; and  I may  observe  that, 
as  flir  as  my  observation  extends,  that  absence  of  proper  privy  accommodation  exists  to  a 
greater  extent  within  the  old  municipal  boundary  than  in  the  suburbs.  In  the  suburbs 
there  are  more  privies,  I think,  in  proportion  to  the  labouring  population  than  within  the 
old  municipal  borough. 

4104.  {Mr.  Simon.)  It  was  stated  to  us  that  possibly  there  might  he  in  the  town 
15,000  families  destitute  of  privy  accommodation? — I have  not  gone  into  the  details,  and 
I should  therefore  have  to  speak  vaguely  on  that  point. 

4105.  {Chairman.)  Directing  your  attention  for  a moment  to  the  upper  parts  of  the 
town,  v/hat  is  your  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  sewers  there,  as  to  inodorousness  and 
cognate  points  ? — I should  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  even  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town 
the  sewerage  is  defective.  If  we  go  to  the  very  top  of  the  town,  I do  not  think  that  the 
town  moor  is  well  drained  ; and  there  are  many  streets  and  places  in  the  upper  part  o the 
town  which  are  also  insufiiciently  di’ained,  and  whose  sewers,  from  the  absence  of  some 
provision  for  cleansing  or  flushing  them,  emit,  I know,  an  offensive  effluvium. 

4106.  I see  that  on  the  20th  of  November  1848,  a unanimous  resolution  of  the 
sanitary  committee  of  the  board  of  guardians  and  others  for  the  eastern  district,  was 
adopted  to  this  effect,  “ That  the  corporation  be  memorialized  on  the  subject  of  a general 
“ drainage  throughout  the  borough,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  supply  the  board  with 
“ a map  of  the  drainage  a kind  of  reiteration  apparently  of  the  memorial  which  the 
first  annual  report  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association  states  had 
already  been  presented  to  the  town  council  of  Newcastle,  for  improving  the  drainage,  and 
cleansing  of  the  borough.  Were  you  one  of  that  sanitary  committee  of  the  eastern 
distiict  ? — I was  not.  I was  once  in  communication  with  the  town  surveyor  on  the 
subject  of  a map  of  the  sewers,  and  I was  favoured  by  him  with  a sight  of  the  map  in 
his  jiossession.  It  was  an  ordinary  map  of  the  town,  with  I'ed  lines  marked  upon  it.  I 
think  he  told  me  that  he  had  not  found  a map  of  the  sewers  on  entering  office  ; and  I do 
not  know  whether  one  exists  to  this  day. 

4107.  In  what  parts  of  the  town  have  you  noticed  this  offensive  odour  from  the  gully 
holes  ? — At  the  Barras  Bridge,  Ellison  Place  or  Saville  Place,  and  along  Newgate  Street ; 
in  passing  by  the  gully  holes  you  were  very  much  almoyed,  and  a feeling  of  nausea  and 
sickness  almost  is  produced  by  the  offensive  effluvia  near  Mortimer  Couii. 

4108.  In  “'Percy  Street,  too  ? — Pretty  generally  over  the  town,  particularly  in  the  hot 
months. 

4109.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Can  you  speak  positively  to  that  being  a frequent  occurrence  in 
Clayton  Street,  Grainger  Street,  Market  Street,  Grey  Street,  Blackett  Street,  and  about 
those  levels  ? — I can,  during  the  heat  of  summei-  and  autumn. 

4110.  Can  you  speak  as  to  that  having  happened  in  the  summer  of  last  year? — I can. 

4111.  To  a great  extent  ? — To  a.  great  extent.  I noticed  during  the  whole  of  last 
summer,  at  any  rate  from  July  to  September,  that  the  offensive  effluvia  and  exhalations 
from  the  sewers  were  more  marked  than  I had  ever  previously  noticed. 

4112.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  this  stink  from  the  sewers  ? — 
The  sewers  are  very  large.  I know  that  when  Mr.  Kawlinson  »was  here  he  had  a good 
deal  of  evidence  upon  that  point,  and  the  quantity  of  Avater  flowing  through  them  was 
not  sufficient  to  carry  away  the  solid  deposit. 

4113.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  ever  experienced  any  inconvenience  in  your  own 
residence  in  Eldon  Square  ? — Certainly. 

4114.  In  what  respect  ? — My  own  back  premises  ai'e  not  in  an  unexceptionable  state 
sometimes,  from  the  presence  of  offensive  effluvia. 

4115.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Has  it  ever  happened  to  you  to  see  the  interior  of  any  of  the 
sewers  here  ? — I had  occasion  the  other  day  to  see  the  interior  of  a sewer  at  the  back  of 
Rosemary  Tei'race,  which  leads  out  of  Rosemary  Lane. 

4116.  {Chairman.)  What  was  the  date  of  this?- — On  the  1 7th  of  this  month;  quite 
I'ecently.  I have  the  particulars  down  here,  if  you  would  like  to  have  them. 

4117.  (Mr.  Simon.)  If  you  please. — In  Ro-semary  Terrace  there  were  seven  tenements, 
thirty-five  persons,  and  one  privy.  That  ju-ivy  was  a seat  above  the  common  sewer,  and 
there  was  no  proAusion  for  carrying  away  the  filth  deposited  in  that  open  seAver,  and  once 
a week  or  so  the  people  had  to  shovel  it  along. 

4118.  Was  it  a public  privy? — No,  a private  priA^  belonging  to  this  block  of  houses. 

4119.  AVhat  does  Rosemary  Lane  run  out  of? — Out  of  the  Pudding  Chare  to  Westgate 
Street,  I think.  They  complained  very  much  ; they  threw  a little  water  down,  and 
then  shovelled  it  along  as  well  as  they  could ; a very  repulsive  task  for  them. 

41 20.  ^ Ohaimnan)  Where  did  they  get  it  to  ? — They  were  obliged  to  ]iush  as  far  as 
they  could  reach. 
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4121.  Do  you  suppose  the  same  state  of  things  to  have  prevailed  last  summer  ?— Yes. 

4122.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  that  cholera  prevailed  severely  in  Rosemary  Lane? 
— I am.  There  were  two  deaths  in  that  very  block  of  houses. 

4123.  {Chairman)  What  was  the  nature  of  the  inconvenience  in  your  own  back 
premises  ? — I took  my  house  rather  in  a liurry,  and  I took  it  for  a term  of  three  years. 
There  is  no  water-closet  there.  There  are  two  privies.  In  the  house  next  me,  on  one 
side,  two  ladies  died  from  cholera. 

4124.  In  Eldon  Square,  generally,  are  there  no  water-closets  ? — There  are  water-closets. 
In  the  house  next  to  mine  there  was  no  water-closet  originally.  It  has  been  supplied 
during  the  last  two  years. 

4125.  That  was  the  house  in  which  there  were  two  deaths? — Yes. 

4126.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  the  case  that  the  basements  are  damp  in  that  locality? — 
They  are.  I have  heard  complaints  of  the  dampness. 

4127.  Does  the  sewage  ever  leak  into  the  houses  ? — I cannot  speak  to  that  of  my  own 
knowledge  ; but  there  is  a very  vicious  arrangement  of  sewers,  which  prevails,  I believe, 
pretty  generally,  viz.,  that  the  sewer,  passing  from  the  sink  or  drain  in  the  back  premises, 
rrms  under  the  kitchen.  There  is  some  soakage  from  that ; and  when  they  have  become 
obstructed,  I have  heard  complaints  in  different  quarters,  even  in  new  houses,  which  have 
only  been  erected  for  two  years. 

4128.  {Chairman)  How  were  your  inconveniences  occasioned? — By  the  effluvia  from 
the  privies.  We  were  obliged  to  throw  down  chloride  of  lime.  The  one  privy 
communicates  directly  with  the  sewer,  the  other  communicates  with  an  ash-pit ; and  the 
privy  communicating  with  the  sewer  is  the  greater  nuisance  of  the  two. 

4129.  But  they  are  now  supplied  with  water,  are  they  not  ? — They  are  not  yet.  I 
have  spoken  to  my  landlord,  and  he  has  promised  to  provide  it.  I can  confirm  Mr.  Potter’s 
statement  as  to  the  frequency  of  privies  being  provided  for  the  servants  in  houses  where 
water-closets  do  exist. 

4130.  And  do  they  generally  communicate  with  the  sewers  ? — With  the  ash-pits. 

4131.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Supposing  we  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were 
altogether  about  1,500  houses  in  the  town  having  water-closets,  supplied  either  by  the 
Whittle  Dean  company  or  from  rain-water  cisterns,  or  otherwise  from  wells  and  springs, 
how  many  of  those  houses  should  you  think  had  open  privies  in  addition  ? — I should  say, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  houses  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  where  there  are 
no  yards,  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  houses  also  had  privies,  perhaps  more. 

4132.  {Chairman)  Privies  are  the  general  arrangement  throughout  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

4133.  Do  they  generally  communicate  with  the  sewer  direct,  or  with  ash-pits? — I 
think,  generally  speaking,  with  ash-pits. 

4134.  This  arrangement  prevails  in  what  you  would  call  good  second-class  houses? — I 
think  in  some  of  the  best  houses  in  the  town. 

4135.  Then,  as  regards  the  houses  for  the  poorer  classes,  the  accommodation  is  altogether 
deficient  ? — Yes ; and  I have  seen  houses  in  which,  where  privies  had  been  provided,  those 
privies  became  such  a nuisance  that  the  landlord  locked  them  up,  and  they  were  no  longer 
used.  I took  a note  of  a case  that  occurred  in  Rosemaiy  Lane.  I would  particularly  beg 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  this  house.  It  is  a house  let  in  tenements. 
I think  there  are  six  ; there  may  be  eight  tenements.  There  is  a yard  behind,  in  which 
there  are  about  three  rooms.  In  that  place  alone  there  were  eight  deaths. 

4136.  In  how  many  houses? — In  one  house;  that  house  sublet  perhaps  into  six 
or  eight  tenements,  and  with  about  two  or  three  rooms  behind. 

4137.  There  were  eight  deaths  in  eight  or  nine  tenements  ? — Yes.  There  was  a privy 
in  that  yard,  but  when  I saw  it  the  other  day  it  was  nailed  up  ; it  was  not  used,  but 
there  was  a cellar  below  the  house,  and  a woman  who  lived  there  told  me  that  previously 
to  the  cholera  that  cellar  was  full  of  filth. 

4138.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  the  exact  position  of  that  house  ? — No.  3,  Rosemary  Lane. 
The  ashes  and  filth  and  mortar  nearly  filled  the  cellar.  She  told  me  that  it  took  nearly  a 
week  to  ladle  the  water  out,  and  nearly  another  week  to  clear  away  the  filth.  The  water  in 
that  cellar  arose  a good  deal  from  the  deficient  sewerage.  There  is  a sewer  in  Rosemary 
Lane,  but  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  sewer  is  above  the  level  of  the  cellar,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  soakage  from  the  sewer  into  the  cellar. 

4139.  Is  that  a frequent  occurrence  ? — I have  heard  of  other  cases.  In  the  next  house 
to  that,  which  is  a public  house,  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the  landlord’s  servant  was 
pumping  water  by  a force-pump  from  the  cellar  into  the  sewer.  He  found  it  necessary  to 
have  it  removed  twice  a day,  in  order  to  keep  the  cellar  dry. 

4140.  {Chairman.)  This  was  quite  recently? — Yes,  on  the  17th  of  January,  but  he  had 
had  the  force-pump  in  use  for  some  years,  I believe. 

4141.  What  led  to  the  fastening  up  of  that  privy  to  which  you  have  alluded? — It  was 
such  a nuisance  : I suppose  it  had  not  been  cleaned  regularly,  and  ashes  had  been  thrown 
about  there,  and  the  whole  privy  had  become  a nuisance. 

4142.  Had  they  no  ash-pit  then  in  the  court ; was  there  no  other  ash-pit  for  the 
inhabitants  ? — At  the  time  of  my  visit  the  centre  of  the  court  was  used  as  an  ash-pit. 
There  would  be  an  asli-pit  probably  communicating  witli  the  privy  ; but  the  position  of  tliese 
ash-pits  very  often  is  highly  objectionable,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  emptied  fre- 
quently leads  to  an  accumulation  of  refuse  and  to  the  pollution  of  the  air  in  veiy  crowded 
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G.  Hobinson,  E.^q.,  places.  I may  mention  also  in  connection  with  that  point,  that  the  farmers  who  wish 
M.D.  to  use  the  town  refuse  for  agricultural  jiurposes,  find  great  obstacles  in  obtaining  it, 

because  the  supply  is  not  constant.  They  at  one  time  may  be  suddenly  called  upon  to 

27th  Jan.  1854.  take  away  a great  quantity,  and  at  other  times  they  find  a great  difficulty  in  getting  it. 

— Now  I think  that  a more  systematic  and  regular  emptying  of  these  private  ash-pits  would 

be  a convenience  to  the  farmer,  and  also  tend  to  remove  the  effluvia. 

4143.  (3Ir.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  of  any  regulations  for  the  cleansing  of  such  places? 
— N o,  not  for  the  private  ash-pits ; the  people  have  to  make  private  bargains. 

4144.  (Chairman)  Do  you  think  that  the  power  conferred  in  the  year  1846  upon  the 
council  of  this  borough  for  ordering  all  or  any  of  the  privies,  ash-pits,  and  receptacles  for 
manure  and  refuse  within  the  borough  to  be  emptied  and  cleansed  imder  penalties,  has 
been  properly  enforced  ? — I think  not  ; I do  not  think  the  corporation  have  interfered  at 
all  with  the  private  ash-pits,  except  perhaps  during  the  prevalence  of  the  late  epidemic; 
and  T have  known  cases  in  which  people  have  been  put  to  great  inconvenience,  and  have 
had  to  pay  as  much  as  os.  or  6s.  to  get  them  emptied.  Men,  I think,  make  it  a business 
to  communicate  between  the  householders  and  the  farmers,  and  they  charge  both  : they 
charge  the  householder  for  getting  the  ash-pit  emptied,  and  they  charge  the  farmer  for 
finding  him  the  refqse. 

4145.  I am  not  asking  you  with  regard  to  the  charge,  but  with  regard  to  the  exercise 
and  enforcement  of  the  power.  Have  the  privies,  ash-pits,  and  receptacles  for  the  manure 
and  refuse  been  emptied  and  cleansed  as  often  as  would  have  been  desirable  for  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  ? — Certainly  not. 

4146.  Do  you  happen  to  be  acquainted  witli  the  accommodation  in  respect  of  privies 
which  the  district  of  Sandgate  had  in  August  1853? — There  may  have  been  privies  in 
two  or  three  public  houses ; but,  generally  speaking,  I should  say  there  was  no  privy 
accommodation  there  at  all. 

4147.  You  are  not  intimately  acquainted  Avith  the  details? — No.  I know  that  in 
some  of  the  courts  leading  out  of  the  Bigg  Market,  or  Newgate  Street,  the  public  house 
at  the  head  of  the  court  will  have  a privy ; but  the  people  living  up  the  court  will  have 
none,  and  sometimes  they  may  or  may  not  get  permission  to  use  it ; j^erhaps  if  they  are 
good  customers  of  the  public  house  they  may. 

4148.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  notice  the  state  of  the  public  privies  about  the  town  ? 
— I would  beg  to  liand  in  to  the  commissioners,  a mass  of  papers  which  I have  received 
at  different  times  from  Mr.  J.  P.  Turnbidl  of  Alnwick ; they  were  enclosed  to  me  by  him 
last  night,  and  relate  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  the  Town  Improvement 
committee,  the  various  authorities  of  the  corporation,  himself  and  myself,  with  respect  to 
the  public  privy  in  St.  Nicholas  churchyard,  which  has  long  been  complained  of  as  a 
nuisance. 

4149.  The  first  of  these  letters  from  Mr.  Turnbull,  is  dated  the  27th  November  1850, 
and  was  placed  in  your  hands  as  secretary  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary 
Association,  and  alludes  to  this  privy  as  “ a nuisance  of  the  most  noisome  and  unwhole- 
“ some  character,  that  it  is  possible  to  describe,”  emitting  “ poisonous  exhalations,”  an 
intolerable  stench,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

4150.  Then  in  your  reply,  dated  the  29th  November  1850,  you  stated,  that  you  would 
“ lose  no  time  in  foiuvarding  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement 
“ committee  of  the  town  council,  with  your  own  personal  confirmation  of  the  correctness 
“ of  his  statement.”  You  also  added  that  this  nuisance  had  been  brought  before  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Superintending  Inspector  Rawhnson,  during  his  official  visit  to  Newcastle, 
but  that  “you  feared  the  local  authorities  had  not  yet  taken  any  efficient  steps  to  remove 
„ the  evil  ? ”■ — I did. 

4151.  Then,  on  the  11th  December  1850,  Mr.  Turnbull  enclosed  to  you  a memorial, 
signed  by  between  seventy  and  eighty  of  the  neighbours,  and  entreating  the  removal  of 
this  privy,  “ the  stench  and  effluvia,  and  noxious  exhalations  ” arising  from  Avhich,  are 
there  described  as  “ intolerable,”  “ offensive,”  “ poisonous  and  dangerous,”  and  so  on  ? — 
Yes,  he  did. 

4152.  On  the  14th  December  1850,  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Turnbull,  and  stated,  that  at  a 
meeting  of  the  sanitary  association  of  this  town  on  the  previous  day,  “ a resolution, 
“ condemnatory  of  the  nuisance  in  (question,  was  unanimously  adopted,  which  together 
“ with  the  mejnorial  you  were  about  to  forward  at  once  to  the  Town  Improvement 
“ committee  and  again,  on  the  16th,  you  wrote  and  stated,  that  “you  had  that  morning 
“ met  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  and  that  he  had  anticipated 
“ you,  by  stating  that  directions  had  been  given  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the 
“ nuisance  ? ” — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4158.  Then,  some  two  or  three  weeks  later,  Mr.  Turnbull  Avrites  to  you,  and  to  the 
chairman  of  tlie  Town  Improvement  committee,  letters  dated  4th  January,  1851,  stating 
“ that  nothing  had  yet  been  done  in  the  matter,”  and  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  authorities  to- remove  the  nuisance,  but  to  endeavour  to 
remedy  it? — Yes. 

4154.  Then,  in  June  1851,  there  Avere  exchanged  five  letters  between  Mr.  Turnbull, 
yourself,  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement  committee,  and  the  deputy  town  clerk, 
Mr.  Arnott,  relative  to  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  which  Mr.  Turnbull  and  your.selt 
considered  Avould  be  Avholly  inadequate,  if  partial  ? — Yes. 
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4155.  From  that  time  till  November  1853,  the  matter,  so  fer  as  this  correspondence 
£Ioes,  a.ppears  to  have  slumbered;  but  on  tlie  21st  and  23d  of  that  month,  in  short,  just 
after  the  cessation  of  the  cholera,  I find  Mr.  Turnbull  Avriting  some  four  or  five  letters  to 
the  mayor,  the  chairman  of  the  Town  Improvement  committee,  and  yourself,  in  Avlucli  he 
alludes  to  the  previous  correspondence,  and  complains  of  the  inadequate  steps  taken  to  abate 
the  nuisance,  which  in  his  vieAV  was  impossible  without  entirely  removing  it ; the  last 
letter  to  yourself,  dated  the  25th  January,  in  this  year,  requesting  you  to  bring  the 
nuisance  and  correspondence  respecting  it  under  the  notice  of  this  Commission,  and 
mentioning  that  it  had  been  complained  of  by  two  inspectors  of  nuisances,  by  yourself, 
and  Dr.  Einbleton,  and  as  I understand  the  letter,  condemned  by  some  members  of  the 
toAvn  council  and  Town  Improvement  committee? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4156.  Well,  and  in  Avhat  state  is  it  now  ; is  it  still  unremedied? — The  privy  exists  still. 
Mr.  Turnbull  complains  (and  I think  justly),  that  the  existence  of  a public  prNy  in  the 
back  room  of  a house,  immediately  behind  a shop  in  one  of  the  principal  thoroughfares 
of  the  town,  is  a nuisance  which  can  only  be  removed  by  removing  the  privy  itself  This  is 
under  the  roof  of  one  of  the  houses  in  Moseley  Street,  and  at  the  back  of  a respectable  shop. 

4157.  Is  that  house  inhabited  ? — It  is;  the  rooms  above  the  public  privy  are  inhabited. 

4158.  {Mr.  Toiun  Clerk)  You  must  have  a privy  somewhere  ? — I think  the  position  of 
these  public  privies,  generally  speaking,  objectionable.  They  are  in  blocks  of  buildings 
under  the  same  roofs  as  inhabited  rooms ; and  I think  it  would  be  certainly  desirable  to 
separate  those  two  things. 

4159.  {GJiainnan.)  Is  that  privy  Avell  kept ; is  it  sufficiently  supplied  with  water,  so 
as  to  be  as  little  offensive  as  possible  ? — I cannot  speak  to  that  point. 

{Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  It  is  flushed  with  avater  twice  a day. 

4160.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  general  scavenage  of  the  public 
streets  and  lanes  of  the  town  ? — I should  say  that  the  scavenage  in  the  principal  thorough- 
fares, such  as  Grey  Street  and  Grainger  Street,  was  very  good  ; but  when  you  get  into 
the  private  streets,  and  the  less  public  thoroughfares,  then  it  becomes  objectionable. 

4161.  {Chairman.)  I see  in  your  lecture  of  the  10th  of  February,  1847,  you  allude 
to  narrow  lanes  and  crowded  courts  being  never  touched  by  the  scavenger,  and  the 
fever  hospital  report  of  the  same  year  speaks  in  the  same  way  of  scarlatina  having  been 
greatest  in  places  where  {inter  alia)  the  filth  was  unscavenged.  Has  that  state  of  things 
continued  from  that  time  till  the  last  summer  and  autumn  ? — I think  so.  I am  not 
aware  that  the  corporation  scavengers  have  ever  cleaned  out  these  private  courts. 

4162.  Do  you  think  that  these  places,  because  of  their  being  private  property,  have 
remained  in  that  state  to  which  you  allude,  viz.,  as  absolutely  unscavenged  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so.  During  the  recent  epidemic,  and  since  then,  I think  the  corporation 
have  afforded  greater  facilities  to  the  poor  people  in  some  districts,  in  respect  of 
allowing  them  to  get  tlieir  kits  emptied  in  the  evening,  by  sending  round  carts  for  that 
purpose. 

4163.  {Mr.  Simon.)  How  long  has  that  been  the  case? — Only  I think  during  or  since 
the  epidemic  of  1853,  and  I Avas  told  the  other  day  in  one  court  that  they  had  discontinued 
calling  in  the  evenings  lately, 

4164.  {Chairman.)  Did  any  accumulations  ever  collect  to  an  extent  Avhich,  in  your 
opinion,  would  have  amounted  to  a nuisance  ? — I thiuk  so. 

4165.  Were  they  not  under  tho,se  circumstances  removed  ? — I think  not.  I have  seen 
accumulations  of  refuse,  and  during  the  cholera  I Avas  particularly  struck,  I think  on  the 
14th  of  September,  by  the  effluvia  arising  from  tlie  then  removal  of  these  accumulations. 
I thought  it  did  more  harm  than  good.  Mr.  Lee  afterAvards  caused  that  practice  to  cease. 

4166.  Since  the  years  1848  and  1849,  by  the  Nuisances  Hemoval  Act,  and  the  Nuisances 
Removal  Amendment  Act,  adequate  powers  haA^e  been  vested  in  certain  authorities 
for  the  removal  of  all  nuisances  calculated  to  prejudice  the  public  health.  Do 
you  think,  notAvithstanding  this,  there  liave  lemained  accumulations  in  these  prHate 
courts  and  entries  for  considerable  periods,  Avhich  could  properly  be  considered  to  be 
nuisances  ? — I do,  decidedly.  The  causes  Avere  alwa3’s  in  existence,  and  therefore,  even 
if  the  nuisances  were  removed,  they  Avould  soon  re-accumulate. 

4167.  In  your  opinion  the  accommodation  and  the  provision  for  the  Awants  of  the 
po]')ulation  in  these  courts  Avas  such  that  the  accumulation  and  re-accumulation  of  filth 
Avas  inevitable  ? — I think  so. 

4168.  There  has  been  a good  deal  of  improA^ement  i]i  jjaving,  has  there  not? — Yes  ; I 
tliiidr  every  year.  I do  not  know  in  hoAv  man}^  streets,  but  1 have  noticed  that  certain 
streets  have  been  paved,  and  that  some  seAvers  have  been  made. 

4169.  Has  there  been  any  improvement  in  any  other  point  that  you  can  .speak  of? — 
I do  not  remember  any  other. 

4170.  Have  ^mu  recently,  on  going  into  houses,  had  occasion  to  notice  that  the  walls 
were  damp  ? — Certainly.  There  are  many  houses  in  this  toAvn  the  Avails  of  which  must 
always  be  damp  as  long  as  the  houses  remain  ir.  their  present  situation. 

4171.  Have  A’ou  ever  noticed  that  tliey  av ere  filthy  and  uiiAvhole,some  ? — The  accumu- 
lation of  filth  in  the  courts  and  about  the  hou.ses,  and  the  nece.ssary  retention  of  fxcal 
matters  in  the  rooms  and  the  soakage  of  impure  Avater  into  the  back  Avail  of  the  houses, 
conjointly,  I tliink,  Avould  make  a condition  Avhich  one  Avould  describe  as  filthy  and 
uiiAvholesome. 
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4172.  Have  those  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings  been  properly  cleansed  from  time 
to  time,  as  far  as  you  know  ? — -During  the  epidemics  I think  they  have  been  cleansed  as 
far  as  they  could  be,  but  the  soakage  into  the  walls  of  the  houses,  I think,  was  a matter 
which  could  not  immediately  be  readied. 

4173.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Between  1848  and  1853,  were  you  aware  of  anything  like  an 
organized  inspection  of  houses  for  any  such  purpose  ? — I was  not. 

4174.  Or  of  any  regulations  having  been  issued  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome 
dwellings  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  regulations  having  been  issued  to  tliat  effect. 

4175.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  often  found  houses  in  a state  which  you  would  consider 
called  for  white-washing,  cleansing,  and  purifying  ? — Certainly  ; I think  in  every  case, 
where  epidemic  disease  shows  itself  in  an  ill-conditioned  house  such  steps  should  be  taken 
immediately. 

4176.  Do  you  think  generally,  that  the  houses  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
poorer  classes  in  this  town  are  in  a tolerable  and  satisfactoiily  inhabitable  state  ?— They 
certainly,  speaking  generally,  are  not  in  a good  sanitary  condition,  and  I have  seen  houses 
which  I certainly  think  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

4177.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  whether  any  houses  nave  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ? — I have  heard  that  some  houses  have  been  closed. 

4178.  { Chairman.) 'Preyions  to  August  1853  ? — No;  dm-ing  the  recent  epidemic  and 
since  the  epidemic. 

4179.  {Mr.  Inspector  of  Nttisances  Charlton.)  Do  you  not  know  that  there  was  an 
inspector  of  nuisances,  who  liad  the  power  given  to  him,  and  did  occasionally  get  the 
premises  white- wa.shed,  and  then  compel  the  landlord  to  give  him  that  cleansing  cost  ? — 
I am  aware  that  under  the  Acts,  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  the  board  of  guardians 
have  the  power  of  appointing  an  inspector  of  nuisances,  and  from  occasional  notices  in  the 
papers  I believe  that  such  an  officer  has  been  appointed  and  has  acted,  but  I have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  extent  to  which  he  has  acted. 

4180.  {Chairman.)  We  know  very  well  that  he  has  had  the  powei-,  but  are  you  aware 
of  that  officer  having  put  his  powers  into  operation  previous  to  the  late  outbreak  in 
September  1853  ? — I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  extent  to  which  he  has  acted. 

4181.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  amoimt  of  house  accommodation  for 
the  poor  has  increased  within  the  last  few  years  as  rapidly  as  the  population  ? — 
Mr.  Grainger  in  making  his  new  streets  has  abolished  a great  many  old  localities  where  the 
poor  used  to  nestle,  and  the  railway  has  abolished  a great  many  more,  and  the  population 
has  been  increasing  all  the  time,  especially  by  the  immigration  of  the  Irish  and  so  on  ; now 
do  you  think  that  the  amount  of  house  accommodation  for  the  poor  has  increased  within 
the  last  few  years  as  fast  as  the  population  has? — The  number  of  houses  has  increased  in 
a very  rapid  ratio  ; but  these  new  houses  have  been  built  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  old 
municipal  borough,  and  I think  in  some  respects  their  sanitary  condition,  quite  as  bad, 
or  nearly  as  bad,  as  that  of  the  older  tenemented  houses.  Speaking  merely  as  to  the 
number  of  houses,  I think  that  they  may  have  increased  almost  in  the  same  proportion  as 
the  population. 

4183.  Then  the  crowding  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the  boroiigh  is  not  greater  than 
it  was,  say  a few  years  since  ? — Not  greater  perhaps  tlian  it  was  five  or  ten  years  since. 

4184.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Thus  far  the  questions  which  Avehave  asked  you  have  been  such  as 
we  should  ask  of  any  physician  practising  in  the  town  ; but  we  should  now  be  glad  to 
receive  any  statement  you  may  liaAm  to  make  in  respect  of  the  memorial  which  you 
transmitted  to  Lord  Palmerston,  the  v-ords  of  which  impute  negligence  to  the  local 
authorities? — The  paper,  which  was  published  in  the  Journal  of  Public  Health, 
November  1847,  alluded  to  certain  powers  which  the  toAAm  council  possessed  under 
the  Town  Improvement  Act  of  1846,  and  specified  certain  clauses  in  that  Act  conferring 
those  powers.  I must  adhere  very  much  to  the  opinions  which  I then  expressed  as  to  the 
negligence  of  the  local  authorities  in  not  carrying  into  effect  these  salutary  powers.  There 
is  a Town  Improvement  Act  of  1850,  which  I have  not  seen;  but  I think  this  Act  of  1846 
contains  the  principal  powers  for  sanitary  purposes  which  were  possessed  by  them 
previously  to  the  last  Town  Improvement  Act. 

4185.  {Chairman.)  We  have  been  alluding  to  this  Act  of  1846  all  along;  smoke  con- 
sumption, privy  emptying,  house  white-washing  and  cleansing,  and  so  on  ? — I made  one 
or  two  memoranda  from  glancing  over  the  Act  a short  time  since.  I may,  perhaps,  with 
your  permission,  go  through  one  or  two  of  those  points.  Clauses  58  and  59  say,  “Whereas 
it  would  be  conducive  to  the  convenience  and  health  of  the  inhabitants &c.,  and  enact 
that  streets,  not  highways,  may  be  levelled  and  paved  by  the  council,  at  the  expense  of 
the  owners  of  the  houses.  Noav  I think  there  are  many  streets  Avhich  are  not  highways 
which  are  not  yet  levelled  and  j>aved  ; and  I think  the  unpaved  condition  of  the  streets, 
particularly  in  this  clay  soil,  is  objectionable. 

4186.  {Mr.  Tovm  Clerk)  Will  you  just  mention  those  streets  b}-  :iame  as  you  go  on? 
— I should  probably  select  streets  within  the  borough. 

4187.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Within  the  ancient  borough,  because  it  does  not  apply 
elsewhere  ? — I can  mention  one  or  two  now,  probably.  There  is  a .street  leading  from 
the  end  of  Argyle  Street,  by  the  goods  station  of  the  railway,  Minden  Street.  There  is 
St.  Thomas’s  Crescent,  and  Vine  Lane,  and  Buxton  Street.  I do  not  know  Avhether  private 
courts  are  considered  to  come  within  that  clause  or  not. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Scarcely  a j^rivate  court. 
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4188.  (Chairman)  Those  that  you  have  mentioned  are  all  thoroughfares,  are  they? — 
Yes. 

(Mr.  Town  Clerk)  These  would  be  streets  made  by  individuals,  imperfectly  paved,  and 
opened  out  to  the  public.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  position  of  these  different  streets. 

4189.  (Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Are  they  not  under  your  control,  under  that 
clause  ? — I think  we  miglit  possibly  have  applied  that  clause  to  them.  Possibly  they  have 
not  been  sufficiently  long  dedicated  to  the  public  to  have  become  highways  ; still  they  are 
public  streets,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

(Dr.  Robinson.)  The  67th  clause  gives  the  council  jiower  to  regulate  the  levels  of  streets 
and  drains.  Now,  the  state  of  the  house  I have  mentioned  in  Rosemarj^  Lane,  I think, 
shows  clearly  that  the  level  of  that  drain,  being  above  the  floor  of  the  cellar,  had  not  been 
properly  regulated.  Then,  again,  the  79th  clause  gives  power  to  the  council  to  construct 
sewers  in  or  under  any  streets  within  the  borough. 

• 4190.  (Mr.  Simon)  They  liave  constructed  a great  many  sewers,  have  they  not? — Yes, 
I think  they  have  ; but  there  is  an  evil  connected  with  the  sewers’-rate,  to  which  I have 
more  than  once  directed  attention,  viz.,  that  the  sewers’  rate  is  levied  from  the  whole  of 
the  inhabitants  ; at  any  I’ate,  from  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  old  municipal  borough, 
while  a sewer,  perhaps,  is  merely  made  in  two  or  three  streets  in  each  year ; so  that  a 
person  might  go  on  })aying  the  sewers’  rate  for  a number  of  years,  and  yet  not  have  his 
own  street  sewered. 

4191.  (Chairman)  That  occurs  everywhere,  more  or  less? — The  89th  clause  gives 
powers  for  |)reventing  smoke,  and  the  carrying  on  of  trades  occasioning  noxious  and 
offensive  effluvia,  under  a penalty.  Now  there  are  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  this,  as 
in  other  large  towns,  which,  of  course,  I would  not  object  to  under  proper  regulations  ; 
but  I have  known  them  carried  on  otherwise,  and  have  known  both  garbage  and  refuse 
of  various  kinds  to  accumulate  within  the  municipal  borough.  I could  mention  two  or 
three  cases.  Back  Lane,  at  the  corner  of  Gallowgate,  and  so  on. 

4192.  What  is  the  next  point  ? — The  92d  clause  requires  owners  of  existing  houses  to 
provide  a privy  and  ash-pit.  I am  not  aware  of  that  having  been  exercised  in  any  one 
instance.  The  93d  clause  requires  privies  to  be  provided  in  new  houses  I am  informed 
(I  think  it  has  also  been  given  in  evidence)  that  certain  houses  were  built  in  or  near 
Hanover  Square  without  privies. 

4193.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Is  that  within  the  borough  ? — (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Yes. 

4194.  (Chairman)  1 cited  a report  by  the  inspector  of  nuisances  to  that  effect,  as 
regards  some  premises  in  Eddie’s  Entry  ?- — Yes.  Then,  again,  the  94th  clause  requires 
privies  to  lie  emptied  when  ordered  by  the  council.  I think,  if  the  privies  had  been 
emptied  a little  more  frequently,  such  accumulations  as  I have  seen  would  not  have 
existed. 

4195.  (Mr.  Simon)  At  the  period  of  the  cholera,  you  thought  it  advisable,  as  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Lee,  that  the  accumulations  should  not  be  disturbed,  but  should  rather  be 
covered  over  ? — Yes. 

4196.  That  was  by  reason  of  the  great  amount  of  the  accumulations  ? — Yes.  I observed 
it  on  the  14th,_and  I was  taken  ill  myself  the  same  night.  There  may  or  may  not  have 
been  a connection  between  the  circumstances.  On  going  up  Westgate  Hill,  I saw  that 
large  quantities  of  refuse  and  filth  were  being  carried  out  of  some  entries  there,  and 
certainly  the  effluvia  were  very  repulsive  ; and,  at  a time  like  that,  I think  they  were 
likely  to  produce  nausea  and  predispose  to  cholera. 

4197.  If  arrears  of  this  kind  ai-e  allowed  to  accumulate,  it  becomes  positively  dangerous 
to  remove  them  ? — Yes,  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic.  The  97th  clause  requires 
houses  to  be  cleansed  and  whitewashed  when  necessary.  I do  not  think  that  that  clause 
has  been  sufficiently  acted  upon.  Indeed,  I am  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  it  has 
been  exercised. 

4198.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  It  might  be  exercised  without  your  knowledge  ? — Yes.  The 
1 04th  clause  requires  stagnant  pools,  filth,  &c.,  to  be  cleansed.  I have  seen  stagnant 
pools  and  filth  notwithstanding. 

4199.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Where? — In  a brick  field  near  Buxton  Street,  which  was  alluded 
to  yesterday. 

4200.  (Chairman)  Is  that  near  Shield  Field? — A little  below  Shield  Field. 

4201.  (Mr  Simon.)  Between  Pandon  Bank  and  Buxton  Street? — Yes. 

4202.  (3Ir.  Totvn  Clerk.)  A stagnant  pool  in  a brick  yard  ? — Yes.  I have  also  seen 
filth  I may  say  almost  all  over  the  town  ; at  any  rate  within  the  municipal  boundary. 
The  105th  clause  empowers  the  council  to  order  prosecutions  for  jmblic  nuisances.  Now.  I 
think  that  the  corj)oration  midden  at  the  Ouse  Burn,  which  I saw  about  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber last,  was  a public  nuisance,  and  I am  not  aware  that  the  corporation  have  ever  ordered 
a prosecution  for  it.  Tlie  109th  clause  empowe]-s  the  corporation  to  make  bye-laws  for 
various  sanitary  purposes  ; among  others,  for  regulating  lodging-houses.  I am  not  aware 
that  any  such  byelaws  were  made  between  1846  an<l  Septeinber  1853.  I think  those  are 
the  chief  points  in  this  Act  of  1846,  and  I may  mention  that  I directed  attention  to  the 
subject  in  November  1847,  and  that  those  remarks  of  mine,  and  the  remarks  made  at  the 
same  time  by  various  sjieakers,  were  <pioted  and  alluded  to  by  Lord  Moi-neth,  in  bringing  for- 
wai'd  the  Public  Llealth  Act,  and  with  your  permission  I will  allude  to  one  or  two  of  these 
quotations.  Here  is  one  ; “ A few  shoii  months  ago.  Bishop  Riddell,  the  Rev.  J.  Standon, 
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, “ {md  Dr.  Charlton  were  in  communication  with  the  authorities  of  Newcastle,  to  repre- 
“ sent  to  them  the  lilthy,  overcroAvded,  and  infected  condition  of  Sandgate  and  the  lieigli- 
“ touring  localities.  The  project  was  then  entei  tained  of  removing  fever  patients,  to  a 
“more  open  elevated  part  of  the  town,  where  in  some  temporary  or  other  building,  their 
“ chance  of  recovery  would  be  greater,  while  the  spread  of  the  infection  among  the  inha- 
“ bitants  Avould  be  kept  in  check.  A similar  suggestion  Avas  made  by  Mr.  GreenhoAv,  at 
“ the  time  of  the  cholera.  Dr.  BroAvning,  in  the  paper  which  he  read  in  Nevvcastle  in 
“ 1838,  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association,  gave  a remarkable  illustration  of  the 
“ success  of  such  a remoAml  in  the  case  of  tlie  plague.  But  tlie  proposal  of  June  last  in 
“ NeAvcastle  was  not  adopted.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  infected  district  has  since 
“ undergone  little  amendment,  and  the  fever  has  extended  its  raAmges.  The  Roa".  J.  Staiidon 
“ is  dead,  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Riddell  is  dead  ; ihartyrs  to  their  self-denying  devotion  to 
“ the  cause  of  suffering  humanity.”  I allude  to  this  merely  to  sheAV  that  the.  filthy  oA'er- 
crowded  and  infected  condition  of  Sandgate  and  the  neighbouring  localities  Avas  then 
jmblicly  and  pointedly  alluded  to.  Tlien  there  are  some  quotations  from  an  account  of 
a public  meeting  at  NeAvcastle-on-Tyne.  Dr.  Headlam  .said  “ lie  Avas  sorry  to  say  that 
“ streets  and  suburbs  Avere  rising  with  the  same  disadAorntages  ; street.s  were  built  Avithout 
“ seAvers,  the  ground  not  even  levelled,  and  the  soil  in  the  centre  saturated  with  filth.” 
This  speech  Avas  made  in  February  1848. 

4203.  (J//’.  Town.  Clerk.)  Alluding  to  the  suburbs? — He  alluded  to  the  suburbs. 
“‘Mr.  Currie  of  the  Working  Men’s  Association,  .said  : ‘ He  and  other  members  of  the 
“ ‘ committee  were  appalled  by  the  scenes  they  had  Avitnessed.  He  had*  never  conceived 
“ ‘that  a locality  existed  in  so  miserable  a condition  as  Sandgate.  There  was  not  a prity 
“ ‘in  its  whole  length  or  breadth.’  Mr.  Gallon  resided  in  Westgate.  He  .said  that  ‘The 
“ ‘annual  Audue  of  the  j)roperty  Avas  25,000/..  but  little  more  of  the  ])roperty  than  was 
“ ‘Amlued  at  5,0()0h  Avas  seAvered ; that  was  in  \Fe.stgate  ; places  quite  as  bad  as  Sandgate.’” 
“ Dr.  White  said  ‘ The  statements  of  Mr.  Currie  and  Mr.  Gallon  Avere  not  OAmr- 
“ ‘charged.  The  misery  of  Sandgate  could  not  be  conceiv'ed  ; it  must  be  seen  to  be 
“ ‘ realized.  In  one  single  room  in  that  locality  he  had  seen  thirteen  cases  of  fever.’ 
“ Mr.  GreenhoAv  said,  ‘ Tliey  Avere  too  Avell  aAvare  of  the  universal  pre\ndence  of  fever  in 
“ ‘ Newcastle  for  some  time  past.  Dming  the  Avhole  of  the  time  Avhile  the  gaol  AA'as 
“ ‘ surrounded  by  feA’er  there  had  been  even  less  disease  than  usual  Avithin  its  walls.  To 
“ ‘ what  AA’as  thi.s  to  be  attributed  ? Simply  to  the  adoption  Avitliin  the  prison  of  those 
“ ‘ sanitary  regulations  Avhich  it  Avas  their  object  to  extend  to  the  whole  community.’ ” 
I allude  to  these  observations  merely  to  shoAV  that  the  defective  sanitary  condition  of 
the  toAvn  in  general,  and  of  certain  districts  in  particular,  was  then  pointedly  and  publicly 
alluded  to. 

4204.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  spoke  of  the  authorities  neglecting  to  enforce  the.se  laAvs  ; 
are  you  avnare  AA'hether  any  particular  cases  haA’e  been  pointerlly  brought  under  their 
notice? — During  the  time  the  Sanitary  A.s.sociati on  Avas  inactiv’e  operation,  Ave  continually 
made  representations  to  the  ToAvn  Improvement  committee,  and  Ave  sent  certain  memorials 
to  the  toAvn  council.  I have  not  a I'ecord  of  all  these  complaints  and  memorials  or  repre- 
sentations. The  minutes  of  the  Toavu  Improvement  committee  and  of  the  toAvn  council  Avill 
doubtless  sheAV  them. 

420.5.  (Mr.  I^ewton.)  Do  you  recollect  the  Re\’.  Geoige  TLarris  and  my.sell  attending  as  a 
deputation  from  the  Sanitary  Association  to  the  Tov/n  Im])roA’cmpnt  committee,  and  laying 
before  them  the  condition  of  Sandgate  in  1849;  Dr.  Headlam,  I believe,  Avas  in  the 
chair  ? — I knoAv  I formed  part  of  a deputation  both  to  the  toAvn  council,  and  to  the  Town 
ImproA’ement  committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  defective  sanitary  condition  of  the  toAvn  in 
general  and  of  particular  nuisances. 

420G.  (Chairman.)  How  long  Avas  the  association  inaction? — About  tAvo  years ; we 
ceased  our  exertions  Avhen  Mr.  RaAvlinson  came  doAvn,  because  Ave  ex])ected  that  tile  Public 
Health  Act  Avould  be  applied.  It  Ava.s  during  1847,  1848,  and  1849  that  Ave  were  active. 

4207.  (Mr.  Simooi.)  Can  you  call  to  mind  Avhat  subjects  particularly  you  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  town  council? — That  public  necessary  in  St.  Nicholas’  churchyard  I knoAV 
Avas  alluded  to. 

4208.  As  respects  the  general  application  of  the  laAv,  or  the  piocuring  of  neAv  laAvs  on  the 
subject  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  toAvn,  can  you  recollect  any  points  that  you  brought 
before  them? — The  minute  book  of  the  Sanitary  Association,  I am  .sorry  to  say,  wa.s 
destroyed  ; and,  therefore,  I ha\’e  some  difficulty  in  furnishing  dates  and  particulars;  but 
I knoAV  that  complaints  Avere  made,  based  upon  .such  particulars  a.s  are  described  in  the 
appendix  to  that  report  of  the  Sanitary  A.ssociaticn,  and  such  as  are  described  in  the 
abstract  published  in  the  Journal  of  Fitblie  Health. 

4209.  (Mr.  Xeuion.)  Do  not  you  remember,  on  tlie  occasion  to  which  I allude,  that 
the  AA’hole  sanitary  condition  of  NeAvcastle  Avas  brought  before  the  committee  ? — I 
knoAV  it  was  repeatedly.  We  addressed  a memorial  to  the  toAvn  council,  Avhich  was 
presented  by  Sir  John  Fife,  urging  the  appointment  of  a health  committee  or  sanitary 
committee  cf  the  town  council.  That  was  in  1848.  A previous  recommendation  to  the 
same  efiect  had  been  made  in  1847. 

4210.  (Chairman.)  And  a,  committee  Avas  fonned  ? — No,  not  till  the  late  outbreak  of 
cholera  ; not  till  September  last. 
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4211'.  {Mr.  Simon.)  The  memorialists  wlio  signed  the  recent  address  to  Lord 
Palmerston  imply  that  the  absence  of  such  provisions  for  the  public  health  as  they  would 
have  recommended,  occasioned  the  severity  of  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — I think 
so.  I think  that  the  cholera  was,  as  it  were,  invited  to  Newcastle  by  the  defective 
sanitary  condition  of  the  place,  and  its  mortality  agga’avated  by  that  defective  sanitary 
condition. 

4212.  {Chalnnan.)  Supposing  that  the  same  measures,  which  in  the  year  1848-49 
proved,  or  are  generally  supposed  to  have  proved,  effectual  in  rendering  the  then  epidemic 
of  cholera  light,  had  been  carried  on  systematically  from  that  time  to  18.53,  or  had  been 
repeated  in  the  beginning  of  1853,  do  you  think  that  that  would  have  had  an  effect  in 
mitigating  the  ravages  of  the  recent  epidemic  ? — I do,  most  decidedly. 

4213.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  any  remark  to  offer  on  what  have  been  the  obstacles  to 
the  adoption  of  these  measures  ? — Tliat  is  rather  delicate  ground  perhaps  to  go  upon,  and 
it  is  merely  a matter  of  opinion.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  that  memorial,  I certainly 
alluded  to  the  awkward  and  peculiar  position  in  which  the  corporation  of  this  town  was 
placed,  as  a public  body  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  local  laws  against  nuisances, 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  at  the  same  time  to  a certain  extent  the  originator 
and  maintainer  of  certain  nuisances.  I alluded  particularly  to  the  corporation  refuse- 
heaps  or  middens.  I asserted,  and  I must  still  say,  that  it  seemed  to  me  incongruous  and 
improper  for  the  local  body  charged  with  the  power  of  prosecuting  public  nuisances,  to 
create  and  continue  what  I considered  to  be  public  nuisances.  I would  allude  particiffarly 
to  a large  collection  of  refuse  near  the  Ouse  Bium,  near  the  Glasshouse  Bridge. 

4214.  Do  you  know  of  any  other? — ^There  is  a public  midden  which  has  been  provided 
in  Sandgate,  but  I think  that  that  has  been  provided  during  the  last  few  months  only, 
probably  during  or  since  the  epidemic  of  1853. 

4215.  Do  you  mean  at  the  head  of  the  Swirle  ? — Near  the  head  of  the  Swirle,  in 
Sandgate. 

4216.  Considering  the  circumstances  of  that  locality — considering  the  great  want  of 
private  middens  there  which  has  been  certified,  would  not  you  have  thought  it  desirable 
to  provide  a public  midden  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes,  periiaps  ; it  is  a choice  of 
two  evils. 

4217.  Would  you  pi'ess  a complaint  against  the  existence  of  that  midden? — Unless  it 
be  regularly  and  very  frequently  cleansed,  I should  say  that  the  continuance  of  a mass 
of  refuse  of  that  character  in  the  midst  of  a crowded  and  densely  populated  district, 
would  be  injurious  to  health. 

4218.  Has  it  been  insufficiently  cleansed  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  frequency  with 
which  it  has  been  cleansed.  I have  seen  a considerable  quantity  of  filth  there. 

4219.  {To  Mr.  JS'etvton.)  As  it  is  in  your  district,  can  you  tell  us  whether  it  is 
regularly  cleansed  ? — It  has  been  kept  very  clean  Avhile  the  Commissioners  have  been  here. 
It  was  very  dirty  a day  or  two  before  you  came. 

4220.  Before  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  what  was  its  condition  ? — It  was  not  there 
then. 

4221.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Dr.  Robinson.)  Would  your  complaint  aguinst  the  middens 
which  you  have  mentioned  relate  to  their  position  being  wrongly  chosen  for  them,  and  as 
being  too  near  to  houses  ? — Yes.  I knoAv  also  that  in  1849  another  of  the  public- 
privies  was  complained  of ; one"  leading  out  of  Nun’s  Lane  into  Newgate  Street. 

4222.  {Mr.  Neivton.)  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  no  light  at  night  in  some  of  the 
public  privies  of  the  town,  and  that  in  those  j daces  pockets  are  frequently  picked  ? — I have 
not  visited  them  at  night. 

4223.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Bryson.)  Are  any  of  these  public  privies  lighted? — Yes. 

4224.  Is  the  one  at  Glasshouse  Bridge  lighted  ? — I think  not. 

4225.  Lime  Street  ? — I think  not. 

4226.  North  Shore  ? — I am  not  awnire. 

4227.  Swirle  ? — I do  not  remember,  I think  it  is. 

4228.  Causey  Bank? — That  is  not  lighted. 

4229.  Burn  Bank  ? — I think  not. 

4230.  Stockbridge  ? — I think  not ; it  is  not  used  at  present ; we  are  making  Improve- 
ments in  the  .sewerage  there. 

4231.  High  Crane? — That  I think  is  lighted. 

4232.  Salt  House  Entry  ? — It  is  not. 

4233.  Javel  Group  ?—  I think  not. 

4234.  Skinner’s  Burn  ? — • I think  not. 

4235.  Castle  Garth  ? — That  is  lighted. 

4236.  St.  Nicholas  Churchyard? — That  is  lighted. 

4237.  Pilgrim  Street  ? - That  is  lighted. 

4238.  Pligh  Bridge  ? — That  is  lighted. 

4239.  Nun’s  Lane  ? — That  is  lighted. 

4240.  Vegetable  Market  ? — That  is  lighted. 

4241.  There  are  two  apparently  there? — They  ai-e  botli  lighted 

4242.  Hay  Market  ? — That  is  iiglited. 

4243.  Fish  Market  ? — I am  not  clear. 

4244.  Cattle  Market  ? — I think  not. 
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424.5.  ( Jir.  Tovm  Chu'k  to  Dr.  Hobiii.son.)  Was  the  uon-lighting  of  the  privies  one  of 
tlie  snlijects  of  complaint  ? — No  ; I made  no  allii.sionto  that. 

(Mr.  Toivn  (7/ei‘A.)  I think  if  Dr.  Robinson  had  mentioned  it  to  the  Town  Improvement 
committee  they  wonld  have  ordered  them  all  to  be  lightesd. 

4246.  (Chairman  to  Dr.  Robinson.)  Have  you  ever  noticed  the  churchyards  here  ? 

They  were  crowded.  The  ground  was  raised  foui'  or  five  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
surface,  in  some"  places  pe.rhaps  more.  ■ It  was  represented  to  Mr.  Rawlinson. 

4247.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  circumstance  of  the  side  of  a cliurchyard  wall 
giving  way  ? — In  All  Saints’  churchyard  ; yes. 

4248.  A.re  they  generally  in  a good  condition  ? — In  a very  bad  condition. 

4249.  (Mr.  Simon.)  There  is  a cemetery  without  the  town,  is  there  not? — Yes,  two 
private  cemeteries. 

4250.  (Chairman)  The  cliurcliyards  were  a!],  I believe,  closed  during  tlie  epidemic?-— 
4'hey  were 

4251.  Have  any  of  them  been  re-opened  s — Nog  that  I am  aware  of;  I complained  of 
•J  esmond  cemetery,  it  was  not  properly  drained  ; but  I believe  that  since  then  there  has 
lieen  a deep  drain  made  there. 

4252.  With  reference  to  the  water,  what  have  j ou  to  state  ? — I certainly  ascribe  the 
late  prevalence  of  the  cholera  to  a certain  extent  to  the  impure  water,  and  the  circum^ 
stance  of  the  Tyne  water  having  been  used  during  this  last  summer. 

4253.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  was  your  experience  of  the  water? — It  was  muddy,  so 
muddy  that  I was  not  inclined  to  use  it. 

4254.  Had  it  any  un])leasant  smell  I — I am  not  aware. 

4255.  (Chairman.)  You  never  noticed  any  bad  smell  or  taste? — I did  not. 

4256.  Did  you  feel  called  upon  to  give  any  advice  to  your  patients  with  reference  to 
the  use  of  it  ? — I think  there  was  a ju’etty  general  feeling  against  the  use  of  the  water,  and 
that  all  persons  who  could  get  any  better  did  not  use  it.  1 had  a specimen  of  the  impure 
water  given  to  me  at  the  time ; it  contained  a large  shrimp,  and  various  marine  animals. 
I tliink  this  bottle  was  handed  in  to  the  boai’d  of  guardians  as  a .specimen  of  the  bad 
water  on  the  14th. 

4257.  The  Whittle  Dean  water  ordinaidly  is  good  enough — Yes. 

4258.  (Mr.  Simoa.)  So  that  that  impure  Avatei- had  been  derived  from  the  river,  not 
fi’om  the  Whittle  Dean? — Ye.s. 

4259.  (Chairman. ) iknd  filtered  i — 1 thought  the  filter  must  have  been  rather  a convenient 
one  to  let  those  animals  pass.  I have  also  a complaint  to  make  against  the  pant  water.  I 
heard  during  the  time  of  the  cholera  complaints  of  the  pant  water.  I know  that  persons 
who  used  the  water  froni  difierent  pants  complained  very  much  both  of  the  smell  and  the 
taste  of  it. 

4260.  Do  you  know  the  particular  pants  ? — Blackett’s  pant  was  one. 

4261.  Is  that  supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  company? — No.  I examined  into  some  points 
connected  witli  the  Pudding  Cdiare  the  other  day,  and  I find  that  the  water  now  supplied 
to  the  ])Oor  in  some  parts  is  quite  unfit  for  use. 

4262.  Is  that  near  the  Blackett  pant  ? — No,  they  get  their  water  from  other  pants,  the 
Bigg  Market  pant,  and  the  Black  Home  pant  in  Newgate  Street. 

4263.  These  pants,  which  you  are  speaking  of,  are  supplied  by  springs  ? — I think  they 
are.  There  are  two  pants  in  Newgate  Street  in  particular. 

4264.  They  are  supplied  springs  ? — Yes. 

4265.  (Mr.  Tovn  67cr/*:. ) They  have  their  water  supplied,  I think,  by  the  spring  on  the 
North  Elswick  estate  ? — I do  not  know  the  scmrce  of  supply,  but  only  tlie  condition  of 
the  water  taken  from  them. 

4266.  (Chairmam.)  That  in  Newgate  Street  you  thought  unfit  for  drinking? — Yes. 

4267.  (Mr.  Tov.m  Clerk.)  Could  you  give  me  the  date  at  which  it  was  so  foul? — On  the 
I7th  of  January.  I may  observe  that,  in  the  case  of  these  houses  in  Pudding  Chare,  they 
formerly  for  a length  of  time  were  supjilied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  company,  but  in  con- 
sequence in  one  instance  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  an  adjacent  yard,  in  which  a tap  was 
placed,  oljecting  to  the  continuance  of  the  tap  there,  the  company  cut  it  off,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  the  people  were  then  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  these  pants  for 
a supply  of  water.  Several  people,  whose  names  I have,  say  that  they  get  theii’  water 
from  that  ]iant  in  the  Bigg  Market,  which  Av^ater  yellows  and  dirties  the  clotlies,  and 
stinks.  One  woman  says  that  she  is  obliged  to  .steal  water  ; that  she  has  often  offered  to 
pay  the  landlord  if  he  would  lay  on  the  water,  but  in  vain.  The  water  was  laid  on  and 
was  paid  for  I’egularly,  but  was  cut  off  nearly  a year  since,  because  the  owner  of  the 
adjacent  yard  objected  to  the  people  dirtying  and  cj[uairelling  in  his  yard.  This  person  and 
the  other  tenants  offered  to  put  the  Avater  at  their  own  expense  into  their  houses,  but  the 
landlord  said  he  would  not  have  his  jiroperty  injured.  Another  person  says  that  the  Bigg 
Market  pant  Avater  stinks  and  dirties  tbe  clothes,  that  they  send  to  the  Manor’s  pant  for 
Avater  : that  the  pant  in  the  Bigg  Market  and  the  Black  Horse  pant  are  frequently  off,  so 
that  they  cannot  get  it  at  all.  I saw  some  of  this  water  ; I also  got  a specimen  from  the 
pant.  Some  complained,  that  the  water  smelt  as  if  the  kits  had  been  emptied  into  it.  I 
am  speaking  of  it  during  my  visit. 

4268.  (Mr.  Simon.  ) Have  you  an  analysis  of  it  ? — No  ; but  I had  a specimen  of  it,  the 
Avater  contained  fiocculent  matter,  and  it  stank  that  morning. 
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4269.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  from  refuse  matter  having  been  thrown  into  the  pant? 
— I cannot  answer  that ; 1 think  it  very  probable  that  by  some  means  or  other  impurities 
have  been  thrown  into  or  otherwise  got  into  the  pants  or  into  the  water  coming  from 
them. 

4270.  Are  there  any  regulations  for  the  cleansing  of  public  pants  ? — I am  not  aware. 
That  is  a point  on  which  the  corporation  officers  can  better  speak. 

Toivii  Clerk. ) These  pants  are  maintained  by  the  corporation  for  the  gratuitous 
use  of  the  public,  therefore,  their  officers  attend  to  them.  Tliey  are  not  in  my  department ; 
I know  nothing  about  them. 

(Di‘.  Robinson.)  These  poor  people  are  obliged  to  go  to  the  pants  from  the  circum- 
stances I have  mentioned.  They  cannot  get  water  from  the  Whittle  Dean  company. 

4271.  (Chairman.)  Or  rather  their  landlord  will  not  let  them  get  water  from  the 
Whittle  Dean  company  ? — Yes  ; I understand  that  in  this  case  it  was  the  objection  of 
the  landlord  and  of  the  occupier  of  the  adjacent  premises  ; and  their  neighbours  dare  not 
give  them  water  because  then  they  are  liable  to  a penalty.  People  complain  that  they 
cannot  get  water  from  those  who  have  the  watei',  or  from  the  company ; that  the  pants 
in  the  Bigg  Market  and  the  High  Bridge  were  frequently  oft' ; that  they  were  off  on 
certain  days  ; that  the  Vicar’s  pump  was  also  sometimes  locked ; that  the  water  from 
the  Bigg  Market  pant  was  like  muck  and  could  not  be  used.  I have  taken  down  the 
words.  A girl  from  this  house  bfought  us  some  water  from  the  Bigg  Market  pant 
while  we  were  there,  which  was  bottled  in  our  presence  and  stank,  having  the  smell  of 
human  excrement.  A friend  who  was  with  me  felt  quite  nauseated  by  the  smell.  I 
took  a bottle  of  that  water  home,  and  two  or  three  hours  afterwards,  went  to  the  pant 
with  a clean  new  bottle,  and  took  a bottle  full  of  it,  and  it  contained  a large  quantity 
of  flocculent  whitish  brown  deposit,  and  certainly  1 should  say  that  that  water  was 
calculated  to  predispose  to  cholera  if  the  choleraic  poison  existed. 

4272.  (^Mr  Simon.)  Do  you  know  as  to  any  of  the  other  pants  ? — I have  heard 
complaints  of  impurities  in  other  pants,  and  from  their  situation  in  some  instances — I 
particularly  allude  to  the  pant  at  the  corner  of  Darn  Crook — I should  say  that  the 
water  from  that  pant  would  very  })robably  be  contaminated,  and  the  water  from  Blackett 
pant  also,  which,  if  I remember  rightly,  is  close  to  a public  privy,  or  if  not  clo.se  to  a 
public  privy,  close  to  considerable  deposits  of  tilth  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

4273.  Generally  speaking,  shoidd  you  consider  those  pants  supplied  by  si>rings  tit  to 
supply  the  population  ? — No ; I should  think  it  an  act  of  kindness  to  do  away  with 
those  pants. 

4274.  (Chairman.)  And  to  have  no  pants  except  those  supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean 
company  ? — No. 

4275.  (Mr.  Simon.)  As  to  the  occurrence  of  cholera  in  houses  free  from  sanitary  evils, 
can  you  mention  to  us  many  cases  of  that  sort  ?— I entertain  a conviction,  a strong- 
opinion  at  least,  that  in  no  part  of  New.nstle  are  there  hou.ses  free  from  sanitary  defects 
of  one  kind  or  another.  In  some  districts,  one  evil,  in  some  another  may  preponderate, 
but  speaking,  generally,  1 do  not  know  any  district  which  I should  say  is  in  a tirst-rate 
sanitary  condition.  If  you  take  the  map  of  Newcastle  and  ]jut  your  tinger  on  any  one 
point,  I think  I can  show  you  within  a short  distance  of  that  point  sanitary  evils. 

4276.  Take  the  neighbourhood  of  Gibson  Street,  including  Eichmond  Street, 
Howard  Street,  Buxton  Street,  Kegent  Terrace,  and  Eidley  Villas  ? — Yes ; Buxton 
Street  is  unpaved  and  undrained.  There  is  a large  brick-tiehl  with  a quantity  of  water 
about  it,  and  there  are  cellar  dwellings. 

4277.  Eichmond  Street  ? — In  Eichmond  Street  the  paving  was  in  a very  bad  condition 
it  has  been  improved  recently.  There  are  privies  there,  and  houses  are  built  back  to  back 
with  the  privies  close  upon  each  other. 

4278.  (Chairman.)  There  is  no  thorough  ventilation  through  the  intervening  space  in 
any  way  ? — No. 

4279.  (Mr.  Simon.)  It  is  an  oblong,  with  privies  occupying  the  area  in  the  middle  ? — 
Yes ; there  is  a narrow  lane  with  privies  to  each  house,  and  very  near  each  other.  The 
ash-pits  are  frequently  foul.  A street  below  Howard  Street,  called  Blagdon  Street,  was 
in  a horrible  condition,  unpaved  and  uudrained.  Since  the  cholera  I had  occasion  to 
visit  it,  about  a month  since,  and  they  are  paving  and  draining  it ; but  previously  to  the 
cholera  it  was  in  a very  bad  condition.  I am  told  that  the  lower  pai't  of  Gibson  Street 
is  unsewered  ; that  the  sewer  turns  off  there,  and  I have  heard  complaints  of  the  surface 
water  flooding  the  houses. 

4280.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  of  the  sanitary  regulations  of  Eidley  Villas  and  Eegent 
Terrace  ? — Behind  Eidley  Villas  there  are  several  new  streets.  I have  seen  them,  even 
during  the  summer,  in  a filthy  condition,  almost  impassable  for  any  carriage,  unpaved 
and  undrained.  Then  there  is  Eidley  Street,  whicli  runs  at  a right  angle  with  Eidley 
Villas  and  Eidley  Street,  I noticed  in  the  winter  season  that  it  was  impaved  and 
ploughed  up  with  carts. 

(Mr.  Oregson. ) The  street  you  mention  is  not  comjtieted  yet. 

4281.  (^t/r.  Simon  to  Dr  Robinson.)  What  do  you  know  about  Eidley  Villas? — 1 
think  the  houses  have  privies,  and  the  ground  behind  them,  as  Mr.  Gregson  observes.  i.-< 
not  drained,  and  these  new  streets  are  not  paved. 
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4282.  Are  those  houses  close  behind  them? — There  are  houses  running  parallel  with 
Ridley  \illas.  In  184/,  I find  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heriot  and  I examined  some  portion 
of  that  district,  and  with  your  permission  T Avill  read  the  account  of  it.  “ In  Hardino-’s 
“ Buildings,  Stepney  Fields,  which  consists  of  terraces  built  back  to  back,  small  j-aixls 
“ connected  with  each  house,  and  a narrow  lane  intervening,  they  found  the  latter 
“ converted  into  a filthy  swamp  from  the  accumulation  in  it  of  the  foetid  liquids  which 
“ oozed  from  the  numerous  cesspools  and  ash  bins  attached  to  those  houses.”  That  is  a 
general  description  of  these  streets  ; I can  confirm  that. 

4283.  Is  it  the  case  now  as  much  as  it  was? — It  was  the  case  during  the  summer.  I 
cannot  say  that  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

4284.  {Chairman.)  That  applies  to  the  places  in  the  vicinity  of  Ridley  Villas  ? — Yes  • 
the  streets  to  the  north  of  Ridley  Villas. 

4285.  Which  way  does  the  land  slope  ? — I think  rather  to  the  east,  towards  the 
Ouse  Bum. 

4286.  (ii/’r.  Simon.)  The  houses  have  got  privies  ?— Yes. 

4287.  In  the  houses  ? — I think  they  are  at  the  back,  but  I will  not  speak  positively 
as  to  that  point ; there  are  little  gardens  and  privies  in  them. 

4288.  Are  they  open  or  confined  behind  ? — There  is  a certain  space  behind  them,  and 
there  are  new  streets  being  formed. 

4289.  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — The  gas  has  been  spoken  of  I have  noticed  escapes 
of  gas  sometimes,  and  as  the  quality  of  gas  burnt  in  rooms  and  shops  where  a great 
number  of  work-people  are  employed,  may  exercise  some  influence  upon  their  health,  I 
will  make  one  or  two  observations  upon  that  point.  I am  a member  of  the  Literary 
Society,  and  we  have  an  apparatus  for  getting  rid  of  the  products  of  combustion  of  the 
gas.  I took  on  the  18  th  of  January  from  the  glass  reservoir  at  the  bottom  of  the 
condensers  some  of  the  liquid.  It  consists  chiefly  of  a solution  of  sulphate  of  iron,  and 
there  is  some  sulphate  of  copper.  The  acid  acts  upon  the  metal  tube,  and  the  acid  is 
neutralized,  and  we  find  on  the  outside  of  the  tube  a large  quantity  of  sulphate  of  iron 
and  some  sulphate  of  copper.  I do  not  know  the  exact  proportion  of  each.  The 
products  of  combustion  from  each  burner  pass  into  a long  tube  which  runs  to  the  roof 
of  the  building ; then  as  the  vapour  ascends,  a portion  is  condensed  into  a liquid  form, 
which  falls  down  into  the  glass  reservoir.  I took  this  from  the  glass  reservoir  and  tested 
it  this  morning,  and  it  contains  a very  large  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid.  Of  course  if 
sulphuretted  hydi-ogen,  for  example,  existed  in  any  quantity  in  the  gas,  and  were  to 
escape,  as  there  is  often  an  escape  of  gas  through  the  pipes  in  different  directions,  (I  know 
it  has  taken  ]flace  in  the  lane  behind  my  own  house  very  frequently),  that  would  exercise 
a prejudicial  effect  upon  the  health. 

4290.  You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  contained  sulphuretted  hydrogen  ? — 
No,  I did  not  test  it  for  sulphuretted  hydrogen  ; but  it  contains  sulphur  and  sulphuret 
of  carbon.  We  noticed  that  the  bindings  of  the  books  were  corroded  ; and  on  tasting  it 
you  could  obsersm  the  acid. 

4291.  Is  there  any  other  point? — I may  state  that  I have  made  inquiiles  as  to  the 
connection  between  defective  sanitary  condition  and  the  mortality  in  particular  districts; 
but  I do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  trouble  you  with  the  details  of  these  inquirie.s, 
because  you  have  so  much  concurrent  evidence  on  that  point. 

4292.  (ChaArman.)  Have  you  visited  any  of  the  new  districts  ? — The  new  streets 
which  have  been  formed  in  the  western  parts  of  the  town. 

4293.  Out  of  the  boi'ough  ? — Out  of  the  borough.  Elswick  Terrace,  Buckingham 
Street,  Duke  Street,  George  Street;  the  drainage  is  defective  in  most  of  these  streets,  and 
many  of  them  ai’e  unpaved ; there  are  a great  many  cellar  dwellings  ; and  in  consequence 
of  the  rapid  descent  of  the  hill,  the  upper  ground  not  being  properly  drained,  there  is 
necessarily  more  or  less  gravitation  of  liquid  into  the  lower  part. 

4294.  {31r.  Simon.)  Are  cellars  still  inhabited  there  ? — Yes,  and  many  of  the  cellars 
are  very  damp. 

4295.  {Chairman?)  It  is  only  in  the  new  houses  I believe  that  cellars  are  found  ? — Yes. 

4296.  It  is  not  at  -all  a common  arrangement  in  the  old  parts  of  the  town? — No.  The 
.surface  drainage,  particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  hill,  is  also  sometimes  defective. 
After  thundershowers  some  of  the  houses  have  been  flooded,  but  steps  have  been  taken,  I 
believe,  to  remedy  that  to  a certain  extent. 

4297.  ( 3Ir.  Town  Clerh.)  I am  sure  3/ou  do  not  mean  to  state  any  fact  inaccurately. 
Going  down  to  Sandgate,  you  mentioned  that  the  thoroughfares  and  the  blind  courts 
were  all  alike? — No,  I do  not  think  that  was  the  question  which  the  Commissioners 
addressed  to  me. 

4298.  (Jfr.  Simon.)  I asked  you  whether  there  was  any  difference  in  those  places 
reo’arding  the  condition  of  the  surfiice  ? — I do  not  think  there  is. 

4299.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  And  regarding  the  paving? — -The  entries  are  better  paved 
on  the  north  side?. 

4300.  Do  you  know  that  all  the  thoroughfares  on  the  north  side  h.ave  been  flagged 
Avithin  the  last  few  years  by  the  corporation  ? — I am  not  aware  whether  the  whole  have, 
but  I know  that  several  have  on  the. north  side. 

4301.  You  have  spoken  of  comjilaint  of  the  water  in  the  pants? — Yes. 
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4-302.  You  mentioned  the  Blackett  Street  pant? — I alluded  to  the  Blackett  Street 
pant  as  having  been  complained  of  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera. 

4303.  You  never  heard  it  complained  of  before  did  you?— I have  not  made  any 
inquiries  upon  that  subject. 

4304.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  send  from  a great  distance 
to  it,  as  being  the  best  water? — I have  heard  so  ; but  a friend  of  mine  during  the  time  of 
the  cholera,  had  a dinner  party,  and  he  provided  this  Blackett  Street  pant  water  for  his 
guests,  and  they  Avere  perfectly  horrified. 

(d/r.  Gi'egsoii.)  I can  vouch  for  the  Vicar’s  pump  certainly  being  run  on  from  all  parts  of 
Newcastle  ; but  still,  from  the  analysis  it  is  not  very  flattering. 

4305.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  Vicar’s  pump  happens  to  be  the  softest  water  I ever 
drank,  and  yet  it  is  stated  to  contain  great  quantities  of  sulphate  of  lime,  which  we  are 
told  is  very  hard.  (To  Ur.  Robinson  ) Have  jmu  ever  heard  the  pant  water  in  the 
Newgate  Street  pant  complained  of  before? — I have  not  made  any  special  inquiries  on 
the  subject. 

4306.  But  you  found  it  impure  on  the  17th  of  January  ? — Decidedly. 

4307.  We  may  find  perhaps  some  particular  cause  applying  to  it.  You  object  to  the 
corporation  middens  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

4308.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  have  some  depot  for  manure  ? — I think  with  the  present 
railway  system,  and  the  various  opportunities  of  getting  rid  of  refuse,  and  the  desire  of 
the  farmers  for  refuse,  it  Avould  be  perfectly  possible  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  for 
middens  at  all  in  the  town. 

(ifn  Gregson.)  The  council  have  always  found  a very  great  difficulty,  and  I know  they 
do  now. 

4309.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk  to  Dr.  Robinson.)  Of  course  it  could  be  no  pleasure  to  any 
member  of  the  council  to  have  a midden  in  the  toAvii.  There  cannot  be  such  a.  difference 
of  taste  in  those  things  as  to  render  it  agreeable  to  any  one ; therefore  if  they  could  get 
rid  of  it,  one  would  suppose  they  would  ? — think  if  they  directed  their  attention 
and  energies  to  the  subject,  the^^  Avould  find  some  means  of  getting  rid  of  these  evils  and 
preventing  them. 

4310.  I think  you  will  find  that  they  have  directed  considerable  attention  to  it  without 
being  able  to  better  matters  ? — I could  put  in  evidence  the  applications  of  parties,  to 
show  their  desire  for  this  said  refuse. 

(Afr.  Gregson.)  I have  only  to  say  that  I have  to  pay  people  to  get  mine  taken  away. 

(Dr.  Robinson.)  That  is  generally  the  case. 

4311.  (J/r.  Toivii  Clerk.)  The  doctors  did  not  quite  agree  upon  their  mode  of  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  when  it  broke  out  ? — I do  not  think  they  ever  consulted  together  upon 
the  subject ; every  man  practised  according  to  his  own  view. 

4312.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  some  medical  man  throwing  the  medicines  of  others 
out  of  the  window? — I did;  I sarv  it  alluded  to  in  the  public  papers.  I think  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  threrv  the  medicines  of  the  officers  of  the  dis]:iensary  out 
of  the  window,  or  the  officers  of  the  dispensary  threw  the  medicines  of  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Health  out  of  the  window;'!  could  not  exactly  understand  Avhich. 

4313.  You  did  not  form  a favourable  opinion  of  the  treatment  by  the  officers  of  the 
dispensaiy,  did  you  ? — I am  not  aware  of  having  given  any  opinion  as  to  their  treatment 
of  cholera ; I rather  censured  the  Committee  for  not  increasing  their  staff  adequately  to  the 
emergency.  Afterwards  they  did  increase  their  stall',  and  I Avas  very  happj"  to  second  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  them  for  it. 

4314.  I find  that,  in  your  letter  to  the  mayor  of  the  13th  of  September,  5-011  censui'od 
the  dispensary? — I did. 

4315.  Then,  at  a sjiecial  meeting  of  the  goA'ernors  of  the  dispensary  on  the  29th  of 
September,  you  seconded  this  resolution  ; — “ That  the  thamks  of  the  governors  be  given, 
“ as  they  are  justly  due,  to  the  committee,  for  the  arrangements  they  have  made  to  meet 
“ the  calamitous  disease  at  present  prevailing  in  the  town  ; and  to  tlie  medical  officers  of 
“ the  establishment  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  those  airangements  have  been 
“carried  out?” — I did. 

4316.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  Avhich  5^11  wish  to  add  to  5mur  evidence  ?— 
These  are  some  papers  Avhich  I have  received  from  Mr.  RaAvlinson.  They  are  reports 
which  Avere  handed  in  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  official  visit  here,  and  which  he  said  he 
Avould  place  at  the  dis))Osal  of  the  Commissioners. 

4317.  (Mr.  Touni  Clerk.)  You  have  mucli  practice  both  in  NeAvcastle  and  in  Gateshead  ? 
— I practice  in  both  toAvns. 

4318.  Gateshead  has  been,  5^11  are  aware,  some  time  under  the  Board  of  Health  ? — ^Yes. 

4319.  Do  you  think  it  is  much  better  in  consequence? — I have  not  paid  so  much 
attention  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  Gateshead  since  the  Public  Health  Act  Avas  applied 
there,  and  I am  not  in  a position  to  speak  positively  to  that  point.  I may  observe  that 
there  was  an  outbreak  of  cholera  at  Broom  Hill,  thirt}''  miles  north  of  Newcastle  ; and  I 
was  requested  to  Ausit  it  and  make  inquiries,  and  suggest  measures  for  the  removal  of 
the  disease.  It  is  rather  interesting  (as  I believe  there  was  not  another  case  Avithin  ten 
or  twelve  miles),  as  bearing  upon  two  points,  upon  the  contagious  natuie  of  cholera  and 
upon  the  predisposing  influence  of  defective  sanitary  condition.  It  was  very  much  a 
similar  case  to  that  of  Wlialton. 
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4320.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Will  you  describe  the  circumstances  under  which  it  occurred  ? — 
It  is  a colliery  village,  consisting  of  two  rows  of  houses.  A girl  went  from  Newcastle 
there  to  visit  her  aunt;  her  aunt  took  ill,  and  six  people  died  altogether  there.  I 
visited  the  place,  and  I found  that,  though  some  of  the  houses  were  of  a superior  class 
for  pitmen’s  dwellings,  and  though  some  privies  had  been  erected,  and  drains  and  trap 
gratings  made,  yet  there  were  sanitary  evils  sufficient  to  explain  the  outbreak  there. 
The  children  had  lifted  up  the  trap  gratings  and  thrown  bricks  and  refuse  in,  so  as  to 
block  up  the  drain ; the  consecpience  was  that  impure  water  had  accumulated  along  the 
whole  extent  ofthe  drain,  so  as  to  make  it  an  elongated  cesspool,  and  near  the  head  of 
this  cesspool  was  the  pump. 

4321.  Was  the  water  contaminated  ? — It  was.  I examined  the  water,  and  there  was 
evidently  some  organic  matter  in  it  ; it  was  not  clear,  and  was  mawkish  in  its  taste. 

4322.  Had  it  flocculi  in  it  ? — Slightly,  not  very  large  fiocculi. 

4323.  Was  this  obstructed  drain  near  the  houses  ? — Ye.s,  within  four  or  five  feet. 

4324.  And  preventing  the  outflow  from  their  privies  ? — The  privies,  I am  sorry  to  say, 
were  not  very  much  used  ; and  it  is  only  fit,  as  I have  been  speaking  of  the  defective 
sanitary  condition  of  this  town,  to  mention  that,  in  that  respect,  as  regards  privy 
accommodation,  all  throuo-h  this  district  there  is  great  negligence.  Hr.  Gavin,  I think, 
alluded  to  that  circumstance.  In  this  case  certainly  the  people  did  not,  I think, 
appreciate  the  privies  pro})erly,  and  they  wei'e  in  the  same  state  as  those  in  Rosemary 
Lane. 

4325.  {Mr  Toivn  ClerJt.)  Tlie3'  would  not  keep  them  clean? — No. 

432().  {Mr.  Simon.)  Was  the  first  case  that  of  the  girl  who  went  from  Newcastle — 
No  ; that  of  her  aunt,  with  whom  she  was  stopping. 

4327.  She  did  not  take  it  herself? — No ; her  aunt  took  the  disease  and  died,  and  a 
cousin  took  it  in  the  same  house,  and  died  also. 

4328.  Had  the  girl  who  had  left  Newcastle  had  diarrhoea? — I am  not  aware  that  she 
had  ; her  mother  died  in  Newcastle.  Tliat  case  seemed  to  me  to  be  nearly  approaching 
to  the  transmission  of  the  poison  of  cholera. 

4330.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  have  no  reason  to  think  that  other  pit  villages  are  in  a 
better  sanitary  state  tlian  that  you  have  mentioned  ? — I have  not  ; but  I may  say  that 
the  owners  and  le.ssees  of  collieries  are  now  paying  a great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  taking  steps  to  have  this  remedied  ; but  it  will  take  time.  The  manufac- 
turing villages,  all  down  the  Tyne,  are  in  tlie  same  state. 

4331.  They  are  going  to  improve  them  now? — Perhaps  they  are. 


Georcje  Robinson,  Escp,  M.H.,  sworn. 

4332.  {Chairman.)  Now  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Hoard  of  Health  or  its 
officers? — In  the  first  place  I thought,  and  still  think,  that  the  Board  of  Health  were 
tard}^  in  not  sooner  taking  cognisance  and  active  notice  of  the  fact  of  epidemic  cholera 
being  in  this  town.  I addre.ssed  them  on  the  2d  September. 

4333.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Has  there  been  brought  under  your  notice  the  fact,  that  you  having 
written  to  the  Board  of  Health  on  that  subject  on  the  2d  September,  and  your  letter 
consequently  having  been  received  in  London  on  the  3d ; on  that  3d  September,  the 
General  Board  of  Health  addressed  a letter  through  its  secretary  to  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  I)ei)artment,  calling  attention  to  the  contents  of  your  letter? — That 
has  not  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

4334.  {Chairman.)  Are  you  at  all  cognisant  of  the  proceedings  ofthe  General  Board  of 
Health,  in  consequence  of  your  letter,  in  corresponding  with  the  Home  Office,  or  in  any 
other  manner,  with  a view  to  availing  themselves  of  your  information  and  suggestions  ?-^I 
know  nothing  but  the  reply  which  they  sent  me. 

4335.  {Mr.  Simon.)  “The  Board  are  anxiously  watching  the  progress  of  cholera  on  the 
“ Continent,  and  making  the  closest  inquiry  in  their  power  into  cases  occurring  in  this 
“ country.”  Is  that  rightl}^  copied  from  the  letter  addressed  to  you  ? — Yes  ; that  is  rightly 
copied.  Then  when  Mr.  Grainger  arrived,  I gave  him  all  the  information  in  my  power,  and 
attended  him  to  Sir  John  Fife  and  Mr.  Newton  ; and  it  was  certainly  my  wish  to  treat 
Mr.  Grainger,  and  eveiy  other  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health,  with  every  possible  respect.  I 
knew  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  Newcastle  was  bad  at  that  time.  I had  paid  attention 
to  it  for  some  time  previously  ; and  I felt  that  the  most  urgent  and  prompt  steps  would  be 
necessary  to  prevenl,  this  epidemic  from  acquiring  a hold  in  this  district,  and  to  prevent 
excessive  mortality.  I therefore,  on  the  very  day  that  Mr.  Grainger  arrived,  urged  upon 
him  the  importance  of  calling  together  the  medical  profession,  and  the  influential 
inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  of  dividing  the  town  into  districts.  I alluded  to  the  benefit 
which  had  occurred  on  the  previous  visitation  in  1831-2,  anil  made  these  suggestions  to 
Mr.  Grainger  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Furness.  The  impression  on  my  mind  is,  that  I also 
made  the  same  suggestion  on  Monday  the  1 2th  ; and  when  Dr.  Gavin  arrived  I made  the 
same  suggestion  to  Dr.  Gavin.  I obtained  Dr.  Gavin’s  consent  to  call  the  medical  profession 
together.  I went  to  the  Newcastle  infirmary  on  the  18th,  and  requested  the  porter  of 
the  infirmary  to  convene  the  profession  there,  as  being  the  fittest  place.  Mr.  Gibb,  the 
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surgeon  of  the  infirmary,  wrote  me  a letter i,  which  I have  in  my  possession,  stating  that 
he  had  seen  Dr.  Gavin  and  Mr.  Grainger,  and  that  they  thought  it  better  not  to  call  tlie 
the  medical  profession  together,  but  would  consult  with  the  poor  law  medical  ofiiGers. 

{The  vAtness  delivered  in  the  follovjinrj  letter.) 

“ Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

“ Dear  Doctor,  Sunday,  half-past  1. 

“I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I have  seen  Gavin  and  Grainger.  They  tell  me  it 
“ would  be  useless  to  call  the  whole  profession  together,  but  intend  to  suggest  to  the 
“ guardians,  to-night,  the  calling  of  all  the  officials  employed  by  the  guardians  together. 

Of  course  the  infirmary  is  at  all  times  open,  and  most  happy  to  be  of  use  as  a place  of 
“ meeting,  &c.,  and  I will  do  anything  that  is  judged  best  to  be  done.  They  told  me  to' 

let  you  know  this,  and  hoping  you  are  better,  believe  me, 

Yours  truly,  C.  J.  Gibb.” 

4336.  (Chairman.)  Then  you  complain  that,  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Gavin,  and  at  the 
moment,  so  to  say,  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  departure,  those  officers,  according  to  information 
received  by  you  fi'om  Mr.  Gibb,  declined  to  call  together  the  wliole  of  the  medical 
profession  ? — And  I complain  further,  that  in  the  first  instance,  when  I made  that  recom- 
mendation to  Mr.  Grainger,  he  also  declined  to  do  so,  he  said  that  it  would  create  a 
panic.  I repeated  the  suggestion  as  to  dividing  the  town  into  districts,  and  getting  the 
influential  inhabitants  in  each  district  to  co-operate  with  the  resident  mcilical  profession 
at  the  board  of  guardians  on  Saturday  the  I7th  instant ; and  if  my  recollection  serves  me 
correctly,  I also  made  that  recommendation  on  the  Wednesday  ; but  of  that  I will  not  be 
certain. 

'4337.  Then  your  complaint  amounts  to  this,  that  a suggestion  made  by  you  on  the 
l7th  instant,  and  perhaps  on  the  14th  instant,  at  the  Board  of  Guardians,  for  calling- 
together  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the  medical  profession,  with  a 
view  to  seeming  the  co-operation  of  all  parties  who  might  be  supposed  to  possess  a moi’al 
influence  over  the  people  exposed  to  this  epidemic,  was  not  taken  advantage  of? — By  the 
authorities,  whoever  they  were,  who  had  charge  of  the  health  of  this  town. 

4338.  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — I complain  also  that  proper  measures  Avere  not 
taken  for  protecting  the  health  of  the  wdiole  of  the  inhabitants  of  NeAveastle.  That 
seemed  to  be  the  fault  of  the  system  of  the  Board  of  Health,  that  they  confined  their 
efforts  and  machineiy  to  the  Poor  Law  organization ; and  therefore  all  those  medical 
men,  Avho  either  were  not  or  could  not  act  as  assistants  to  the  Poor  Law  medical 
oflicers,  were  not  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  Board  of  Health  ; and,  as  the  health  of 
the  greater  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  was  not  entrusted  to  the  Poor  Law 
medical  officers,  no  adequate  measures  were  taken  to  protect  the  health  of  the 
community. 

4339.  Are  you  aware  of  the  powers  which  the  Act,  under  Avhich  the  Board  of  Health 
operate,  confers  on  that  body  ? — Their  general  pow'ers  under  ordinary  circumstances  I 
take  to  be  very  limited.  I do  not  know  the  exact  extent ; but  when  tlie  Epidemic 
Diseases  Prevention  Act  is  in  force  I take  it  that  their  powers  are  very  great,  and 
almost  co-extensive  with  those  of  the  Privy  Council. 

4340-  Do  you  extend  your  complaint  to  this,  that  when  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
loth  of  September  had  put  in  operation  certain  extraordinary  pow'ers  of  that  Nuisances 
Removal  and  Contagious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  the  Board  of  Healtli  oflicers  did  not 
exercise  those  extraordinary  powers  with  sufficient  diligence  ? — I really  ilo  not  know  at 
this  time  whether  the  Board  of  Health  officers  had  charge  of  the  health  of  the  whole 
town  or  not ; therefore  1 might  bring  charges  aga,inst  the  Board  of  Health  officers,  and 
it  might  be  afterwards  shown  that  the  responsibility  rested  upon  the  board  of 
guardians. 

4341.  It  is  matter  of  notoriety  that  ordinarily  the  Board  of  Health  can  act  solely 
with  and  through  tlie  Poor  Law  guardians  ; therefore,  if  you'  complain  that  they  only 
acted  with  and  through  the  board  of  guardians,  you  must  be  supposed  to  complain  of 
extraordinary  circumstances  and  extraordinary  pow^ei's  ; is  tliat  the  fact  ?— I do  not 
know  the  exact  extent  of  the  jiowers  of  the  Boar<l  of  Health  ; but  in  my  opinion 
sufficient  measures  were  not  taken  to  protect  the  health  of  those  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle,  who  were  not  attended  to  by  the  Poor  Law  officers. 

4342.  Then  do  you  complain  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  of  its 
officers,  without  knowing  the  powers  which  the  Board  of  Health  and  its  officers  had  to 
commence  operations  with  ? — 1 make  a general  charge  against  the  authorities,  whoever 
they  were,  who  were  then  responsible  for  the  health  of  the  town. 

4343.  You  complain  then  of  certain  circumstances  that  existed,  Avithout  })rofessing  to 
have  a legal  knowledge  of  who  was  in  fault  ? — Exactly. 

4344.  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — I should  not  have  alluded  to  this  circumstance, 
but  that  Mr.  Grainger’s  last  observation  compels  me  to  do  so.  I wished  to  pay 
Mr.  Gi'ainger  every  possible  respect ; and  therefore  in  a hurried  letter,  Avhich  I wrote  to  the 
mayor  under  the  emergency  of  the  crisis,  I certainly  paid  Mr,  Grainger  Avhat  I belieA^ed 
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to  be  a merited  compliment.  He  bad  called  upon,  I knew,  and  consulted  with  a great 
many  of  tlie  medical  men  of  the  town,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  epidemic  prevailed; 
and  I imagined  that  he  had  also  consulted  with  them  to  a certain  extent  as  to  the 
arrangements  to  be  adopted,  but  I must  say,  that  from  that  Wednesday  the  14th,  I 
thought  that  Mr.  Grainger  s measui-es  were  inefficient.  I thought  that  he  did  not  attend 
sufficiently  to  carrying  out  in-actical  arrangements  for  meeting  the  disease,  and  I thought 
at  the  evening  meetings  of  the  board  of  guardians  ( I only  attended  two ; one  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th,  when  I was  taken  ill  of  cholera  myself ; the  other  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday  the  I7th  when  I was  scarcely  able  to  attend)  that  he  took  up  too  much  time 
in  giving  popular  lectures  on  sanitary  reform  instead  of  dividing  the  town  into  districts. 
I must  also  say  that  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday  the  14th,  a proposition  was  made  by  a 
member  of  the  board  of  guardians,  to  authorize  the  medical  officers  of  the  board  of 
guardians  to  employ  as  many  of  the  junior  medical  practitioners  in  the  town  as  they 
thought  proper.  That  proposition  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Grainger  on  the  ground  of  its 
expense  ; and  some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  junior  practitioners. 
And  I complain  in  general  terms,  almost  in  the  terms  of  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Rayne, 
that  as  a body  the  medical  gentlemen  were  not  consulted  or  invited  to  carry  out  the 
arrangements,  or  as  a body  ever  informed  of  the  arrangements.  To  this  day  I do  not  know 
what  arrangements  were  made ; either  the  residences  or  names  of  the  officers  employed. 

4345.  There  is  no  other  point  which  occurs  to  you  at  this  moment  ? — None  other. 


George  Yeoman  Heath,  Esq.,  sworn. 

4346.  {Chairman.)  You  are  surgeon  to  the  eastern  dispensary? — I am. 

4347.  In  1849  you  were  one  of  the  medical  committee  ci‘  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Sanitary  Association,  and  signed  the  report  made  by  that  body  to  Mr.  Rawlinson? — I did. 

4348.  And  you  had  charge  of  a district  of  this  town  during  the  recent  epidemic  of 
cholera  ? — Yes. 

4349.  What  district  was  it  ? — Part  of  No.  4 dnstrict.  Ballast  Hills  and  St.  Lawrence.  I 
have  here  a plan  of  the  district,  with  the  houses  in  which  cholera  appeared  marked  in 
black. 

4350.  This  is  out  of  the  old  borough  ? — I am  not  very  conversant  with  the  precise 
boundaries  of  the  old  borough. 

{Mr.  Tovjn  Clerk.)  It  seems  partially  within  the  borough  and  partially  without. 

4351.  {Chairman  ) Will  you  confine  your  remarks  chiefly  to  what  seems  to  be  within 
the  borough  ? — The  Ballast  Hills,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ouseburn,  is  where  I saw  the 
chief  amount  of  disease. 

4352.  In  Lowrie’s  Yard  also,  and  in  that  direction? — Yes,  and  in  York  Street. 

4353.  Was  there  a good  deal  of  mortalit}'  there  ? — There  were  thirty-three  fatal  cases 
of  cholera  in  the  Avhoie  of  that  district,  which  alone  contains,  I think,  under  3,000 
inhabitants  ; by  the  last  cen.sus  somewhere  about  2,750. 

4354.  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  places  in  which  the  mortality  took  place  ? — 
Generally  speaking,  bad. 

4355.  As  regards  Lowrie’s  Yard,  in  what  points  did  you  think  the  sanitary  state 
defective? — The  houses  in  which  the  fatal  cases  occurred  there  form  two  rows  of  double 
houses,  back  to  back.  They  are  placed  on  a much  lower  level  than  the  surrounding  roads 
and  ground,  and  close  to  the  banks  of  the  Ouse  Burn.  They  are  extremely  damp.  They 
have  no  drainage  whatever,  no  priv}^  and  no  ash-pit  accommodation  ; and  they  have  been 
shut  up  since  the  cholera,  because  no  one  can  be  found  to  go  into  them  on  account  of 
their  bad  state. 

4356.  Are  there  any  public  privies  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — There  is  one,  beside  which 
I have  only  been  enabled  to  discover  one  other  ju'ivy  in  the  whole  of  that  district,  and 
that  is  a private  one,  in  some  new  buildings  which  are  now  being  erected. 

4357.  Then  in  this  district,  containing  perhaps  3,000  inhabitants,  you  are  not  aware 
of  any  but  one  public  and  one  private  privy? — Only  one  public  and  one  private  privy. 

4358.  (Mr.  Toum  Clerk.)  How  far  does  the  district  extend  down  to  embrace  your 
3,000  inhabitants? — From  the  Ouse  Burn  up  to  the  North  Shields  Road  on  the  north, 
extending  south  east  to  the  river,  and  then  down  the  river  eastward  to  St,  Peter’s,  to  the 
end  of  St.  Lawrence, 

4359.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  What  is  represented  on  this  plan  is  all 
within  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

4360.  {To  Mr.  G.  Y.  Heath.)  What  was  the  state  of  the  East  Ballast  Hills? — Generally 
the  state,  as  regards  drainage,  is  bad. 

4361.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  speak  of  surface  drainage  ? — Surface  drainage  ; there  is 
very  little  drainage  of  any  other  description. 

4362.  Do  you  get  puddles  of  filth  there?— Yes  ; on  the  plan  there,  depo.sits  are  marked 
in  a red  colour  ; aU  those  are  ashes  and  refuse  of  every  kind,  thrown  out  in  front  of  the 
houses  ; they  are  not  regular  middens  ; they  are  simply  places  where  the  people  go  and 
throw  everything  down.  This  one  is  on  the  brow  of  a hill,  and  in  wet  weather  the 
filth  runs  down  in  streams  to  York  Street,  which  is  on  a lower  level. 
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4363.  Were  the  houses  there  much  crowded  ? —There  is  not  so  much  overcrowding  G.  Y.  Hecah,  Esq. 

there  as  in  some  other  parts  of  the  town.  

4364.  (Ghairinan.)  In  these  places  about  East  Ballast  Hills  was  there  a want  of 

pavement  ? — There  is  no  pavement  whatever.  — 

4365.  Any  scavenging  { — I should' say  there  cannot  be  much  scavenging,  because  this 
refuse  is  there  still. 

4366.  {Mr.  Simon.)  And  during  the  time  of  the  cholera  there  were  accumulations 
there,  which  had  taken  a long  while  to  accumulate  ? — -Some  of  them,  I should  say,  must ; 
some  parts  were  removed  by  cartmen,  but  the  lower  layers  of  the  heaps  seemed 
incorporated  with  the  soil.  I should  think  they  must  have  taken  a long  time  to  accumulate. 

4367.  {Gludrman.)  Ho  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  houses  in  Quality  Bow? — The 
same  as  regards  privy  acconunodation,  or  rather  the  total  absence  of  it. 

4-368.  Ash-pit  accommodation  ?— I saw  one  ash-pit  at  the  back  of  some  buildings  in 
Quality  Row,  very  near  to  the  houses,  and  leaking. 

4369.  You  say  leaking? — Yes,  leaking  in  wet  weather;  running  down  towards  the 
back  doors  of  the  houses. 

4370.  Do  you  mean  mere  rain-water  leakage? — No,  the  leakage  of  the  urine,  and  so 
on.  It  was  a place  for  all  kinds  of  refuse  ; they  have  no  other  place  to  deposit  it  in. 

4371.  Was  there  the  same  deficiency  also  as  regards  drainage,  paving,  and  want  of 
scavenging  ? — Tlie  wliole  of  the  open  space  in  front  of  Quality  Row  is  unpaved,  and 
intersected  by  several  open  gutters,  which  are  marked  on  that  plan.  The  stream  is  very 
sluggish,  and  usually  they  are  overflowing  with  slime  and  all  sorts  of  filth. 

4372.  Quality  Row,  Lowrie’s  Yard,  and  East  Ballast  Hills  seem  to  have  been  the  great 
centres  of  mortality  in  that  district  ? — Yes. 

4373.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  was  the  condition  of  the  houses  in  those  quarters,  as  regards 
cleanliness  ? — The  inhabitants,  generally  speaking,  were  very  careless. 

4374.  Were  the  houses  dirty,  in  want  of  cleansing  and  lime -whiting  ? — Yes,  in  some 
parts  very  much  so  ; a whole  row  of  buildings  called  Headman’s  Row,  facing  the 
cemetery,  required  whitewashing  outside  and  in. 

4375.  {G  hair  man.)  What  was  the  state  of  that  burying  ground  ? — It  was  shut  up 
during  the  cholera.  It  was  very  full. 

4376.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Speaking  of  the  houses  throughout  that  district  generally,  should 
you  say  that  they  were  dirty  or  clean  ? — I should  say  there  was  a great  mixture.  Where 
the  inhabitants  were  respectable  working  men  they  kept  their  houses  as  clean  as  they 
could  under  the  circumstances  ; but  where  they  were  Irish  or  paupers,  there  the  houses 
were  very  dirty.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Ballast  Hills  and  St.  Lawrence,  however,  are 
chiefly  working  men  and  their  families,  potters,  smiths,  engineers,  keelmen,  wherrymen,  he. 

There  are  not  many  Irish,  and  comparatively  few  absolute  paupers. 

4377.  {Ghairman.)  Are  any  of  tliese  houses  to  any  extent  below  the  surface  of  the 
soil  around  ? — Yes ; in  York  Street  there  are  some  cellars  under  some  new  buildings  there, 
and  two  deaths  from  cholera  occurred  in  those  cellars.  There  are  no  cellars  that  I am 
aware  of,  except  in  that  instance. 

4378.  Would  you  ever  find  the  floor  of  the  ground-floor  rooms  below  tlie  level  of  the 
soil  around? — The  whole  of  York  Street  is  built  upon  a much  lower  level  than  the  ground 
immediately  in  front  of  it,  so  that  a great  part  of  that  street  is  below  the  level  of  the 
road  passing  in  front  of  the  houses.  Those  in  Lowrie’s  Yard  also  were  below  the  level  of 
the  ground  near. 

4379.  So  that  there  would  be  more  or  less  a tendency  to  drain  from  the  surrounding 
surface  into  the  soil  below  the  houses,  if  not  into  the  houses  themselves  ? — Yes. 

4380.  Are  those  houses  boarded  or  bricked  on  the  ground  floors  ? — Most  of  the  rooms 
upon  the  ground  floor  are  either  bricked  or  flajrged. 

4381.  Were  they  ever  so  low  as  by  their  dampness  to  attract  your  particular  attention  ? 

— Yes,  in  the  rows  of  houses  near  the  Raft  Yard,  near  Lowrie’s  Yard ; some  of  these 
houses  are  very  damp. 

4382.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  your  district  extend  only  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ouse  Burn  ? 

— Only  on  that  side. 

4383.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  of  the  condition  of  the  house  No.  22  ? — This  far  I 
know  nf  it : I attended  a case  of  typhus  fever  in  it  about  two  years  ago,  and  it  is  some- 
what sinoular  that  there  were  no  less  than  three  deaths  from  cholera  in  that  one  house. 

It  is  near  the  river  side ; but  it  has  a privy  in  the  yard,  and  I was  not  able  to  detect 
anything  further  with  regard  to  it. 

4384.  {Chairman.)  Is  this  the  one  house  that  has  the  private  privy  ? — I should  correct 
what  I have  said.  That  is  a liouse  which  I discovered  only  the  other  day,  as  having  a 
privy,  that  is  a second  ]>rivy,  in  addition  to  the  one  which  I originally  mentioned. 

4.385.  Then  in  fact  there  are  two  private  privies  in  the  district  ? — Yes.  I did  not 
remember  tliat  house  when  I spoke  before. 

4386.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  any  memoranda  of  the  condition  of  these  difierent 
houses  in  which  cholera  deaths  occurred  ? — I have. 

4387.  Could  you  let  us  have  a copy  of  them  ? — Yes.  I have  not  got  them  here. 

4388.  Should  you  say  that  in  any  one  of  these  cases  where  deaths  from  cholera  occurred, 
the  house  was  free  from  nuisance  of  one  kind  or  another  ? — Some  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  the  district  before  I was  attached  to  it,  and  I cannot  so  well  speak  to  the  state  of  the 
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G.  K Heath,  Esq.  houses  in  which  those  deaths  occurred,  but  I should  say  that  in  all  the  houses  where  deaths 

occurred  during  my  attendance,  there  was  some  point  or  other  about  the  house  which 

27th  Jan.  1854.  would  render  it  likely  that  death  should  come  there  more  than  in  another  house. 

“ 4389.  What  do  you  think  is  the  condition  of  the  Ouse  Burn,  the  stream  itself? — It 

must  contain  a considerable  amount  of  sewage ; drains  run  into  it. 

4390.  Have  you  passed  over  the  bridge  very  often  ? — Yes. 

4391.  Do  you  find  it  offensive? — One  of  the  large  middens  is  very  near  the  Glasshouse 
Bridge,  over  which  I frequently  pass,  and  that  of  course  gives  rise  to  an  offensive  smell. 

4392.  (Chairman.')  Which  side  of  the  burn  is  that  ? — That  is  on  the  west  side  of  the 
burn. 

4393.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  those  houses  up  by  Ouse  Burn  Bridge  in  your  district? — Yes  ; 
those  houses  consist  in  a gveat  measure  of  pottery  works  and  disused  flax-dressing  works, 
there  are  only  a few  dwelling-houses  there ; a good  many  of  these  too  [pointing  to 
another  part  of  the  plan)  are  works  of  different  kinds.  There  are  some  chemical  works 
here  for  making  manure,  artificial  guano,  and  bottle  works ; works  of  different  kinds  which 
fill  up  these  spaces. 

4394.  How  many  cases  of  cholera  were  there  in  the  district  altogether? — There  were 
thirty-three  deaths  ; the  number  of  cholera  cases  I could  not  give  you.  I should  think 
that  nearly  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  must  have  had  some  form  of  choleraic  disease. 
There  was  a great  deal  of  diarrhoea. 

4395.  Do  people  complain  there  much  of  the  absence  of  privies? — No  one  ever 
complained  to  me  of  it  without  the  question  being  previously  put  to  them  ; but  then 
they  complained,  the  women  more  paibicularly,  whose  office  I suppose  it  is  to  empty  the 
vessels  containing  these  matters. 

4396.  Were  those  vessels  usually  emptied  i-ight  out  in  front  of  the  door? — I believe  so. 

4397.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  state  of  their  water  supply  in  that  district  ? — They 
are  supplied  partly  by  the  Whittle  Dean  company,  and  there  are  some  pants  in  addition. 

4398.  Have  they  a good  quantity  of  water? — I did  not  hear  any  complaint  as  to  the 
quantity  of  water. 

4399.  (ilfr.  Nimoir.)  Was  there  any  paving  at  all  ? — One  row  called  Fighting  Cocks’ 
Row,  I believe,  is  partly  paved ; the  rest  of  the  district  is  almost  entirely  unpaved.  A 
lane  called  Pump  Lane  is  paved  also  partly,  but  the  paving  is  in  a very  bad  condition. 

4400.  (Chanrman.)  Was  there  any  flagging  along  the  footways,  as  distinguished  from 
paving  in  the  roadways  ? — In  front  of  the  southern  extremity  of  Quality  Row,  near  the 
cemetery,  there  is  some  flagging.  The.  rest  of  Quality  Row  is  not  flagged,  and  as  far  as 
I remember,  no  other  part  is  flagged. 

4401.  Generally  speaking,  we  may  say  that  the  district  is  unpaved? — Yes,  unpaved  and 
unflaorged. 

4402.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Have  the  houses  usually  ash-pits  ?— No,  I should  say  not. 

4403.  So  that  these  heaps  of  refuse  of  all  sorts  that  were  about  the  district  come  from 
all  tlie  houses  ; it  represented  all  the  refuse  of  the  district? — For  the  most  part. 

4404.  With  the  exception  of  a couple  of  privies  which  you  recollect  ? — A couple  of 
jirivies  which  I remember  in  private  houses  ; I may  say  that  I was  shown  a privy  in  the 
deserted  flax  works,  but  I am  not  aware  that  is  used  by  any  one.  It  had  been  put  there 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  workpeople  when  the  flax  works  were  employed,  but  at 
present  I am  not  aware  that  it  is  used  at  all.  It  is  up  stairs  in  the  second  or  third  storey, 
and  its  contents  would  be  shot  out  into  the  burn.  There  was  a tradition  also  of  another 
privy  having  existed  in  Quality  Row.  It  had  been  within  a house  upon  the  stairs.  It  was 
very  difficultly  emptied,  and  upon  some  occasion  it  was  broken  or  deranged  in  some  way, 
and  the  contents  flowed  down  the  stairs  inside,  and  the  I'emoval  of  it  was  petitioned  for 
on  that  account. 

4405.  Was  any  quantity  of  mbbish  or  filth  from  surrounding  districts  shot  on  to  any 
part  of  this  district  ? — There  are  a great  quantity  of  bricks  and  loose  stones  lying  about 
in  fr'ont  of  Quality  Row,  but  I am  not  aware  of  any  rubbish  being  shot  there. 

4406.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  There  is  a great  deal  of  open  waste  ground  at  the  Ballast 
Heaps,  is  there  not  ? — The  Ballast  Heaps  are  at  the  south-east  end  of  Quality  Row,  but 
they  are  quite  distinct  from  the  ground  in  front  of  the  houses. 

4407.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  mentioned  a house  in  which  you  said,  I think,  that  three 
deaths  from  cholera  had  occurred,  and  where  previously  you  had  attended  a case  of 
typhus  ? — Yes. 

4408.  Was  there  any  other  house  in  which  you  had  as  many  as  two  or  three  deaths  ? — 
In  one  house  in  Day’s  Buildings,  in  an  up-stairs  room  in  the  third  storey,  there  were 
four  deaths. 

4409.  (Chairman.)  Where  is  Day’s  Buildings  ? — It  is  behind  Dead  Man’s  Row. 
There  were  two  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  same  room  about  a year  or  two  years 
previously. 

4410.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Was  it  overcrowded  ? — The  family  consisted  of  a man  and  his 
wife,  a boy  and  two  children,  and  the  two  children,  the  boy  and  the  wife  died,  leaving 
the  man  alone. 

4411.  Were  they  filthy  in  their  habits  ? — They  had  only  one  room,  and  they  were  dirty, 
but  not  so  excessively  so  as  I have  seen  in  other  cases. 
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4412.  I suppose  there  was  the  usual  amount  of  dirt  outside  the  house? — In  the  yard  G.  Y.  Heath.,  Esq 

in  front  of  the  buildings  there  was  a large  midden,  apparently  a public  midden,  which  

was  much  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants.  It  was  full  at  that  time  ; it  appeared  not  27th  .Jan.  1854. 

to  have  been  emptied  for  some  time,  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  house  looks  on  to  the  

cemetery  ; the  room  was  at  the  back  of  Dead  Man’s  Roav,  Dead  Man’s  Row  fronting  the 
cemetery. 

4413.  Did  the  windows  of  this  room  look  over  the  midden  which  you  speak  of  ? — Yes, 
one  window. 

4414.  And  did  that  midden  receive  excrements  as  well  as  ashes  ? — Yes. 

4415.  (Chairman.)  Was  there  but  that  one  window  in  the  room? — Only  one  ; it  was 
a good-sized  window. 

4416.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Was  it  a large  heap,  and  had  it  been  complained  of? — It  was 
complained  of  to  me. 

441 7.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  house  where  there  were  several  deaths  ? — There  was 
one  death,  and  two  or  tlmee  cases  in  the  house  at  the  end  of  Quality  Row. 

4418.  At  the  north  end? — At  the  north  end.  That  house  was  inhabited  by  an  Irish 
family,  who  were  wretchedly  poor.  The  room  has  a stone  floor,  and  they  lay  upon  the 
floor  with  very  little  covering. 

4419.  Were  they  upon  the  ground  floor  paved  with  stone? — Yes,  flagged.  The 
house  stands  back  from  the  rest  of  the  row,  through  a sort  of  narrow  entry.  It 
is  at  the  foot  of  a bank,  on  the  slope  of  which  bank  there  is  a large  and  very  old 
deposit  of  ashes  and  refuse,  coming  from  the  backs  of  the  houses  facing  the  North  Shields 
Road. 

4420.  From  your  diagram  I infer  that  there  were  deposits  on  three  sides  of  this 
unfortunate  house,  as  there  was  a third  deposit  in  the  brick-field  above,  which  you  just 
now  spoke  of,  where  the  ground  sloped  from  the  North  Shields  Road? — Not  absolutely 
in  the  brick-field,  but  before  you  come  to  the  brick-field.  I wiU  point  out  to  you  the 
particular  deposit  which  I allude  to  (the  witness  'pointed  o'ut  the  same).  This  brick-field 
is  pretty  clear  ; I am  not  aware  of  any  deposit  there,  but  there  was  a general  deposit 
from  the  whole  of  these  houses  (showing  the  same). 

4421.  Did  you  find  generally,  on  entering  these  houses,  that  there  was  a stinking 
atmosphere  all  about  them  ? — In  many  of  them,  very  bad  indeed. 

4423.  Were  you  able  in  your  own  mind  distinctly  to  associate  all  this  deatlr  and  disease 
with  the  physical  circumstances  you  have  referred  to  ^ — It  was  difficult  to  come  to  any 
other  conclusion.  The  Ballast  Hills  is  a very  open  place  ; there  is  a great  deal  of  open 
ground  around  it  and  in  it,  and  it  seemed  somewhat  singular  that  tliere  should  be  so 
many  fatal  cases  there  if  they  were  not  to  be  attributed  to  these  other  circumstances, 
which  must  have  counteracted  the  otherwise  good  effects  of  these  open  spaces. 

4424.  Would  that  argument  stop  short  at  the  Ouse  Burn  ; if  you  got  on  the  other  side  of 
it,  and  took  the  whole  of  Newcastle,  what  opinion  would  you  form  as  to  that  ? — The  town 
generally  appears  to  me  not  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  drained,  not  so  well  as  it  might 
be.  I am  not  aware  that  it  is  in  a worse  condition  than  other  towns.  I am  not  so  well 
acquainted  of  course  with  other  towns,  but  I have  gone  through  some  of  the  low  parts 
of  Southampton,  Glasgow,  and  Edinburgh,  and  from  the  superficial  view  that  i had,  I 
should  have  supposed  that  they  were  in  perhaps  as  bad  a state. 

4425.  Has  your  attention  been  drawn  to  the  great  absence  of  j^rivies,  and  to  the 
consequence  of  that  great  absence  of  privies  in  this  town  ?— It  has,  in  this  very  district. 

4426.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  absence  of  privies  exists  equally,  or  nearly  equally, 
in  the  rest  of  the  eastern  district  of  Newcastle  ? — I believe  there  is  a great  deficiency  of 
privy  accommodation  generally. 

4427.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  offer  us  any 
information  ? — No,  I think  not. 

The  witness  aftervxtrds  handed  in  a paper  containing  the  details  of  the  condition  of 

each  house  in  his  district,  in  which  cholera  deaths  had  occurred,  and  concluding 

as  follows  : 

“ It  appears,  then,  that  altogether  there  are  twenty -five  houses,  taking  house  to  signify 
the  room  or  rooms  occupied  by  one  family,  in  which  fatal  cases  of  cholera  are  ascertained 
to  have  occurred  in  this  district. 

“ Of  this  number  there  are  eighteen  whose  sanitary  condition  is  distinguished  as 
being  either  worse  than  that  of  the  neighbouring  houses  imvisited  by  cholera,  or,  at 
least,  worse  than  the  general  average  of  the  district.  In  some  of  these  eighteen, 
several  different  circumstances  appear  to  have  concurrently  produced  this  defective 
sanitary  state  ; for  example,  at  25  we  find  dampness,  from  the  house  being  partially 
sunk  in  the  eartlq  internal  and  external  dirt,  the  absence  of  ventilation  linm  the 
position  of  the  liouse,  and  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  midden,  co-existing  with  the 
poverty  and  wretchedness  of  the  inhabitants. 

“In  other  instances,  one  jiaiiicular  source  of  evil  attracts  notice,  as  at  15,  where 
the  existence  of  a collection  of  festering  refuse  under  the  room,  reaching  to  its  floor, 
must  be  supposed  to  have  exerted  a most  prejudicial  influence  upon  the  liealth  of  its 
inhabitants.  Again,  at  16,  a low  room  at  tlie  top  of  the  house,  retained  for  many 
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(?.  y.  Heath,  Esq.  months  in  a most  filthy  condition  by  an  Irish  fiimily,  and  in  which  long  sickness 

. followed  by  two  deaths  had  existed,  is  entered,  unprepared  by  any  cleansing  process, 

7t  .tin.  o . py  family,  also  poor,  who  at  least  make  no  improvement  in  it.  Here,  Ave  seern 

Avarranted  in  siqiposing  that  sources  of  impurity  vitiating  the  atmosphere,  must  have 

huug  about  tlie  Avails,  floor,  and  roof  of  the  room  itself. 

“ The  houses,  in  Avhicli  no  decided  sources  of  mischief  (more  than  exist  in  the  greater 
number  of  the  dAvellings  in  the  district)  haAm  been  traced,  are  3,  5,  7,  9,  Hi,  17,  and  19 
but  the  cause  of  death  at  3 is  someAvhat  doubtful,  and  the  child  at  5 was  Aveekly  and 
ailing.  Moreover,  the  deaths  at  7,  16,  and  17  occurred  previous  to  my  attendance- 
some  particulars  therefore  may  have  escaped  notice,  and  these  houses  do  not  certainly 
txcel  the  average  of  the  district  in  sanitary  condition,  but  rather  fidl  below  it.  9,  and  19 
therefore  alone  remain  exceptions  to  AAdiat  othei’Avise  Avould  seem  to  ha\’e  been  the  rule 
in  this  district,  viz.,  that  the  fatal  cases  of  cholera  Avere  found  in  those  rooms  or  houses 
wliich  Avere  in  the  most  defectwe  sanitary  condition.  I might  add  to  the  above  proofs  of  the 
connexion  between  filth,  &c.,  and  cholera,  that  in  Albion  Eow,  without  question  the 
most  adA^antageously  situated  locality  in  the  district,  and  inhabited  by  the  most 
respectable  class  of  inhabitants,  no  fatal  case  of  cholera  occurred,  and,  comparatively 
speaking,  little  diarrhoea. 

“ In  conchrsion,  I may  state,  that  all  that  I have  seen  of  cholera  in  the  last  visitation 
in  this  toAvn,  and  all  that  I have  gathered  from  the  experience  of  others,  or  learned  by 
reading  the  accounts  of  cholera  in  other  toAvns  or  countries,  leads  me  to  believe  that 
whether  folloAving  it  on  a large  scale,  Ave  trace  the  progress  of  this  epidemic  from  country 
to  country  and  from  toAvn  to  toAvn,  or,  descending  to  details,  we  trace  it  in  its  course 
from  street  to  street,  and  liouse  to  house,  hoAvever  it  may  sometimes  appear  to  deviate 
from  all  hiAV,  on  careful  examination  Ave  shall  invariably  find  it  display  its  greatest 
virulence  in  those  countries,  towns,  streets,  or  houses,  Avhere  it  is,  as  it  Avere,  invited 
by  the  poverty  and  misery  of  the  inhabitants,  their  bad  or  deficient  food,  and  the 
defective  condition  of  their  dAvelling-places,  as  regards  drainage,  ventilation,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  generally.” 


JT.  P.  Allison,  Esq. 


Henry  P.  Allison,  Esq.  SAvorn. 


28tli  Jan.  1854. 


4428.  (Chairman.)  You  are  a surgeon  in  this  town,  I believe? — I am. 

4429.  HoAvmany  years  have  you  practised  here  ? — Eleven  years  and  a half. 

4430.  Is  there  any  particular  district  of  this  town  Avith  Avhich  you  are  more  particularly 
acquainted? — I assisted  in  the  No.  2 district  during  the  cholera  last  year. 

4431.  What  part  of  it? — Iliad  the  charge  of  the  Avhole  of  that  part  of  Mr.  NeAvton’s 
district  east  of  Pandon  Dean,  Pandon  Bank,  Argyle  Street  to  the  river  side,  including  the 
west  half  of  Sandirate,  and  the  Avhole  of  the  buildings  betAveen  Sandgate  and  the  Shield 

ield,  and  also  the  Shield  Field. 

4432.  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  Shield  Field? — The  houses  generally,  I think,  are 
not  very  Avell  accommodated  as  regards  sanitary  conditions. 

4433.  Is  there  much  paving  about  there  ? — It  seems  to  be  pretty  well  paved  now,  I 
iliink,  Avith  the  exception  of  Sanitary  Place,  Temperance  Kow,  Camden  Street,  and 
Franklin  Street,  Avhich  have  all  been  finished  some  years,  and  of  others  which  are  only 
in  progress. 

4434.  And  as  to  scavenage  ? — That  I think  Avas  rather  defective  in  Carlton  Street ; 
Carlton  Street  appeared  to  be  the  Avorst  when  I Avas  in  attendance. 

4435.  Hoav  is  the  drainage  about  there  ? — I did  not  examine  it  particularly  ; but  I hear 
it  is  not  very  good. 

4436.  You  did  not  happen  yourself  to  see  any  instances  of  Avant  of  drainage  ? — No. 

4437.  Did  a good  deal  of  mortality  occur  in  the  Shield  Field? — There  was  a good  deal 
in  the  Shield  Field,  that  is,  among  the  parochial  patients.  There  were  thirteen 
deaths  among  those  I saAV. 

4438.  AVhat  Avas  the  natm-e  of  the  accommodation  there  for  the  removal  of  foecal  filth  ? 
— They  have  privies  I think  generally  to  the  houses.  I observed  that  there  Avere  three 
inside  the  houses  ; tAvo  in  Franklin  Street,  and  one  in  York  Street. 

4439.  Hoav  did  they  keep  them  ? — I did  not  examine  them  particularly. 

4440.  You  had  not  occasion  to  notice  whether  they  Avere  properly  emptied  and  clean, sed 
or  otherwise  ? — No,  not  there. 

4441.  Coming  doAvn  a little  lower  had  you  charge  of  the  Ridley  Villa  district? — Ye.s, 

I had. 

4442.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  sanitary  state  of  those  houses  ? — I believe  they  are 
tolerably  good. 

4443.  Did  you  become  acquainted  Avith  the  state  of  the  lane  behind  Ridley  Villas  ? — 
No. 

4444.  Is  there  any  other  part  of  that  district  to  Avhich  you  could  speak  confidently  ? — I 
think  the  Avorst  is  part  of  Gibson  Street,  Melbourne  Street,  and  Buxton  Street. 

4445.  Forming  a sort  of  triangle? — Yes  ; the  centre  is  occupied  by  the  butcher  market; 
around  which,  and  communicating  with  the  back  doors  of  the  houses,  there  runs  a narrow 
passage,  not  more  than  three  and  a half  feet  wide,  into  which  the  contents  of  the  privies 
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and  ash-pits  are  emptied,  before  removal  in  wheelbarrows.  In  September  and  October 
last,  most  of  the  yards  and  privies  of  these  houses,  and  also  this  passage,  were  in  a most 
filthy  condition,  and  there  was  great  mortality  all  about  the  place. 

4446.  You  had  occasion  to  notice  that? — I noticed  it  particularly  ; the  ash-pits  were  all 
full,  so  far  as  I saw,  where  the  deaths  occurred,  and  the  privies  in  a filthy  state. 

4447.  You  saw  no  signs  of  their  having  been  regularly  emptied  and  cleansed  ? — No; 
the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  do  it  themselves,  and  I suppose  quarrel  about  the  pajmient ; 
and  so  they  are  generally  neglected.  I believe  it  is  a general  complaint  there. 

4448.  I suppose  in  such  a district  anything  like  thorough  ventilation  is  impossible  ? — 
It  is  not  good.  ^ 

4449.  They  have  no  more  that  six  feet  between  them  and  a high  wall? — Between  them 
and  a high  wall  there  is  not  six  feet ; it  is  a narrow  passage,  I think  about  the  width  of 
this  table. 

4450.  Do  you  know  Richmond  Street  and  Howard  Street  ? — I know  them  pretty  well, 
but  that  is  out  of  my  district. 

4451.  Coming  lower  down  is  there  any  part  to  which  you  would  speak  ? — Blagden  Street, 
Bedford  Street,  and  the  Garth  Heads,  I think,  are  all  generally  defective. 

4452.  In  any  particular  point,  or  generally? — At  the  Garth  Heads  it  is  very  bad.  It 
is  not  paved.  There  are  flags  in  the  front  of  Garth  Heads,  but  the  houses  always  have  a 
veiy  disagreeable  smell. 

445.3.  Have  they  privies  about  there  ?■ — I believe  they  have,  some  of  them.  I do  not 
know  that  they  all  have.  I cannot  speak  to  that. 

4454.  With  regard  to  any  other  part  of  your  district,  coming  lower  down,  have  you 
anything  to  state  ? — I may  say  that  between  Sandgate  and^the  Shield  Field  I had 
forty-two  deaths. 

4455.  In  your  district  ? — In  my  district,  that  I attended. 

4456.  Have  you  any  notion  what  the  population  of  the  district  might  be?  — No. 

4457.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  can  speak  to,  as  to  Sandgate  or  eastward  ? — 
Sandgate  has  been  pretty  well  described.  I may  say  this,  that  in  Sandgate,  so  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  the  majority  of  the  deaths  and  seizures  of  cholera  were  amongst  the 
Irish  population.  Comparatively  few  of  the  Sandgate  population  died. 

4458.  Of  the  natives,  or  English,  you  mean  ? — Of  the  natives,  compared  with  those  in 
the  overcrowded  Irish  lodging-houses. 

4459.  Was  there  much  overcrowding  in  the  Buxton  Street  and  Melbourne  Street 
district  ? — Generally  a family  lives  in  one  room. 

4460.  But  they  do  not  take  in  lodgers  as  the  Irish  do  ? — No,  I believe  not. 

4461.  Did  you,  in  your  experience,  come  across  any  case  of  a cluster  of  deaths  in  what 
you  would  have  considered  to  be  a well-conditioned  place  in  sanitary  respects  ? — I think 
the  only  case  that  occurs  to  me  was  that  mentioned  by  Dr.  White,  in  Regent  Terrace. 
I attended  with  him.  There  were  two  deaths. 

4462.  We  have  had  evidence  since  as  to  the  condition  of  the  houses  in  Ridley  Villas, 
and  as  to  the  neighbourhood.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  more  striking  case  than 
that  ? — No,  that  is  the  most  striking  case,  because  I believe  the  house  is  in  really  very 
good  condition ; it  is  supplied  with  a water-closet,  and  I have  been  very  much  in  the 
house,  and  never  perceived  anything  offensive  in  it. 

4463.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  could  favour  us  with  your  views  ? — I 
know  that  St.  Anne's  churchyaixl  is  again  opened  for  interments.  I saw  a burial  in  it  a 
few  days  ago. 

{Mr.  Totvn  Clerk.)  St.  Anne’s  is  one  of  the  churchyards  that  Lord  Palmerston’s  order 
does  not  at  present  apply  to. 

4464.  {Chairman.)  But  it  was  closed  during  the  epidemic? — {Mr.  Allison.)  Yes. 

4465.  {Mr.  Totun  Clerk.)  AVere  not  there  a large  number  buried  in  St.  Anne’s  ? — There 
were  492,  I believe,  buried  there  within  a month.  After  that  it  was  closed. 

4466.  (Chairman.)  About  what  time  ? — I think  it  was  closed  after  the  3rd  of  October. 

4467.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  You  do  not  see  any  objection  to  burials  there,  do  you  ? — I 
believe  it  is  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants  about  there  ; in  St.  Anne’s  Row  they 
complain  very  much. 

(Mr.  Winteri)  They  only  complained  during  the  epidemic,  in  consequence  of  so  many 
burials  taking  place  there. 

4468.  (Chaii‘man  to  Mr.  Allison.)  Speaking  generally,  what  was  the  state  of  the 
district  that  you  had  charge  of  during  the  time  of  the  epidemic  as  regards  cleanliness  and 
wholesomeness  ? — Certainly  the  houses  of  the  poor  were  not  in  a proper  state. 

4469.  In  what  points  ? — There  was  a very  disagreeable  smell  in  many  of  them. 

4470.  Cordd  you  trace  it  to  any  particular  source? — Generally  to  the  kit.s,  and  \^^ant 
of  cleanliness. 

4471.  Did  you  find  them  habitually  throughout  that  district  in  the  rooms? — More 
particularly  in  Sandgate,  among  the  Irish. 

4472.  So  as  to  be  actually  offensive  when  you  entered  ? — Yes. 

4473.  Did  you  find  much  overcrowding  except  amongst  the  Irish  in  Sandgate  ? — Not 
further  than  single  families  occupying  single  rooms.  In  Gibson  Street  I attended  one 
family'  that  were  all  swept  off  but  the  husband. 

4474.  How  many  in  number  ? — I think  five. 
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4475.  Five  out  of  six? — Five  out  of  six  in  an  upper  room.  That  was  on  one  side  of 
the  Butcher  Market,  of  which  I have  spoken.  There  is  a row  of  cottages  at  the  head  of 
Stepney  Bank,  too,  that  I think  is  in  a very  imwholesoine  state.  The  wall  is  exceedingly 
damp.  You  can  see  the  efiects  of  it  for  aboiit  a yard  and  a half  of  the  wall  in  each 
cottage. 

447 6.  Are  they  built  against  the  bank  ? — They  are  not  built  against  the  bank  exactly, 
but  there  seems  to  be  a good  deal  of  soakage  from  the  earth  at  the  back.  The  water 
does  not  appear  to  be  properly  taken  off  from  the  roof,  and  it  runs  down  and  soaks  in. 
In  one  of  these  houses  I had  five  cases  of  cholera,  and  two  died  ; aU  very  bad  cases. 

4477.  In  reference  to  that  room  where  five  out  of  six  died,  was  there  anything 
peculiar  about  it  ? — No,  excepting,  I think,  the  excessive  filth  of  the  people.  They 
appeared  to  be  very  dirty  ; but  it  was  in  an  upper  room,  where  the  ventilation  was  much 
better.  The  door  is  on  one  side  of  the  room  and  the  windows  in  front,  so  that  you  cannot 
carry  it  out  better. 

4478.  You  tliink  they  were  dirty  people  ? — I think  so. 

4479.  Then  perhaps  you  would  attribute  some  of  that  extraordinary  mortality  of  five 
out  of  six  to  their  personal  uncleanliness  ? — Yes.  There  was  a great  mortality  also  in 
the  ceUar-kitchens  round  this  market. 

4480.  Had  you  occasion  to  go  into  those  cellars  to  attend  patients? — Yes,  very 
frequently. 

4481.  Did  you  ever  notice  any  damp  ? — They  are  certainly  not  dry  and  wholesome  ; 
they  are  ver)’"  bad  some  of  them. 

4482.  Some  of  them,  I suppose,  would  come  under  the  appellation  of  filthy  and 
unwholesome  ? — Y es,  the^  are  not  fit  for  human  habitation. 

4483.  Were  there  any  others  in  your  district  to  which  you  think  those  expressions 
would  apply  ? — There  are  many  certainly  in  Sandgate  of  that  description  which  were 
not  fit  for  human  habitation. 

4484.  About  what  part  of  Sandgate  ? — The  west-end  from  the  Swirle  and  Wood  Entry 
to  the  quay,  but  more  especially  in  the  lanes  and  alleys. 

4485.  Do  you  think  that  they  could  easily  be  rendered  fit  for  habitation  ? — • I think 
there  would  be  a difficulty  in  it.  ^ 

4486.  And  the  houses  built  round  the  slaughter  market  which  you  mentioned,  the 
lower  parts  of  those  houses  ? — I think,  excepting  the  cellar-kitchens,  they  might  with 
proper  care  and  cleanliness  be  kept  in  a decent  state ; but  I believe  that  much  is  owing 
to  the  negligence  of  the  tenants  ; one  will  not  pay  for  the  emptying  of  the  ash-bin,  and 
another  will  not ; and  so  of  course  it  goes  on. 

4487-  It  is  not  in  your  judgment  that  they  have  any  difficulty  as  to  getting  the  middens 
emptied,  but  that  they  will  not  agi-ee  so  as  to  have  it  done? — No  ; still  the  place  appears 
to  be  built  on  a very  bad  plan ; tliis  passage  between  the  yards  and  the  market  being 
too  confined. 

4488.  But  still  a great  deal  of  the  mortality  there  you  would  ascribe  to  personal 
uncleanliness  or  negligence? — Yes. 

4489.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  which  you  would  like  to  speak  ? — No,  I think 
not ; I do  not  remember  anything  particular. 

4491.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk?)  Gibson  Street,  Melbourne  Street,  and  Buxton  Street  I 
think  you  stated  to  be  the  worst  in  that  part  of  the  disti’ict? — Yes. 

4492.  They  have  been  built  for  years  back,  and  by  individual  speculators,  I think  ? — 
I believe  principally. 

4493.  You  have  been  some  time  resident  in  that  district? — Yes,  for  nearly  twelve 
years. 

4494.  Have  you  perceived  any  improvement  in  the  scavenging,  the  paving,  the 
sewering,  and  the  draining  during  that  period  ? — ^There  has  been  considerable 
improvement  latterly  ; Gibson  Street  has  been  nearly  flagged,  and  other  improvements 
of  that  kind  are  in  progress. 


It  Grainger,  Esq. 


Bictiard  Grainger,  Esq.,  .sworn. 


26tb  Jan.  ] 854. 


4495.  (Chairman.)  You  have  resided  for  a good  number  of  years  in  Newcastle  ?— A 
great  number ; all  my  life ; I am  a native  of  the  town. 

4496.  Are  you  a builder  and  an  architect? — Yes. 

4497.  You  have  built  a good  many  new  streets  in  this  town  ? — A great  many. 

4498.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Can  you  enumerate  them? — A few  of  them  ; I have  built  part 
of  New  Bridge  Street,  Carliol  Street. 

4499.  Will  you  tell  us  the  total  of  the  houses  you  have  built  in  the  town  ? — I cannot 
give  you  it  exactly,  but  I can  approximate  to  the  number.  I have  built  in  Carliol 
Street  nine  houses. 

4500.  (Chairman.)  And  in  New  Bridge  Street  ? — Five  ; Croft  Street. 

4501.  (Mr.  Simon?)  How  many? — Five  ; Portland  Place,  in  New  Bridge  Street 

4502.  (Chairman.)  Are  these  distinct  from  the  other  five  houses  you  mentioned  in 
New  Bridge  Street? — Yes.  Northumberland  Street,  one  house. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


303 


4503.  How  many  houses  did  you  build  in  Portland  Place  ? — Not  more  than  three,  I R.  Grainger^  Esq. 

dare  say.  Thirty-one  in  Blackett  Street,  twenty-two  in  Eldon  Square,  three  in  Newgate  

Street,  nine  in  Percy  Street,  sixty-eight  in  Leazes  Terrace,  eighty  in  Leazes  Crescent,  26th  Jan.  1854. 
and  other  streets  adjoining  ; fourteen  in  St.  James'  Street  and  Terrace,  the  whole  of  the  ~ 

Koyal  Arcade,  where  the  post-office  is. 

4504.  {Mr.  Simon.)  How  many  houses  does  that  take  in? — They  are  not  used  as 
dwelling-houses  ; they  are  used  as  offices.  There  are  the  post-office  and  shops,  the  excise 
office,  and  the  banki-uptcy  courts  and  other  offices  connected,  and  two  banks.  Grey 
Street  I built  entirely. 

4505.  How  many  houses  ? — Eighty-one  houses.  Market  Street,  the  whole,  consisting 
of  thirty-eight  houses  ; Grainger  Street,  sixty-eight  houses  ; Nun's  Street,  the  whole, 
twenty-six  houses ; Nelson  Street,  the  same  number,  twenty-six;  Clayton  Street,  107, 
the  whole  ; Clayton  Street  West,  twenty-seven,  the  whole ; Hood  Street,  sixteen,  the 
whole ; Shakspeare  Street,  the  whole,  sixteen  ; Pilgrim  Street,  a part,  fourteen  ; Nun's 
Gate,  six,  a part ; Rye  Hill,  twenty-three  ; Elswick,  nineteen  ; Railway  Street,  twenty. 

4506.  Are  these  houses  of  different  grades? — Those  in  the  centre  of  the  town  are 
generally  places  of  business  ; shops  below  and  dwelling-houses  or  warehouses,  above. 

4507.  (Chairman.)  Grainger  Street,  and  Clayton  Street,  and  Market  Street,  and 
so  on  ?—  Yes,  they  are  nearly  all  places  of  business. 

4508.  (Mr.  Simon.)  If  we  take  the  eighty-one  houses  of  Grey  Street,  for  instance,  will 
they  give  a fair  sample  of  your  town  architecture  ? — Yes,  I think  it  is  equal  to  any  otlier 
street  that  I have  built  in  point  of  architectural  appearance. 

4509.  What  arrangements  have  you  made  in  the  construction  of  Grey  Street  for 
drainage  ? — You  will  see,  by  referring  to  this  plan,  what  has  been  done  towards  the 
sewerage  (handing  in  the  same).  The  houses  which  I have  built  I have  coloured  pink. 

I have  put  a sewer  up  Grey  Street,  from  Mosley  Street  to  Blackett  Street. 

4510.  Did  you  build  that  sewer  yourself? — Yes. 

4511.  (Chairman.)  Is  it  your  own  private  property  ? — No;  it  belongs  to  the  corporation. 

I transferred  it  to  them. 

4512.  When  was  that  ? — It  was  built  from  1834  to  1840. 

4513.  Have  all  these  houses  that  we  see  here  in  Grey  Street,  Market  Street,  Gi’ainger 
Street,  Clayton  Street  West,  and  so  on,  water-closets  ? — I can  give  you  the  number  in 
each  street  (handing  in  a ’paper).  When  Carliol  Street  was  built,  water-closets  were 
hardly  introduced. 

4514.  In  Grey  Street,  with  eighty-one  houses,  I see  you  have  162,  or  two  water-closets 
to  a house  ? — Yes. 

4515.  And  two  trap  sinks  to  every  house  ? — Yes. 

4516.  And  no  privies? — No  privies  in  Grey  Street. 

4517.  (Mr.  Simon.)  As  regards  those  trap  sinks,  I presume  that  all  that  you  can 
pledge  yourself  to  is,  that  when  you  constructed  the  house  you  put  traj^s  in  there  ? — Yes, 
they  must  cleanse  them  themselves. 

4518.  You  do  not  mean  to  speak  of  their  present  state,  of  course? — We  generally  get 
to  know  if  they  are  out  of  order. 

(Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  That  property  belongs  to  Mr.  Grainger  still,  and  consequently  he 
knows  their  present  condition. 

(Mr.  Grainger.)  There  is  a cock  of  water  generally  placed  above  the  sink,  supplied 
with  a trap. 

4519.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Through  a cistern? — Most  of  those  houses  have  cisterns.  At  the 
time  these  warehouses  were  erected,  we  were  under  tlie  necessity  of  having  them,  because 
we  had  an  intermittent  supply;  but  since  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company  has  been 
established,  it  is  very  different ; we  can  now  get  a supply  constantly  from  the  pipe. 

4520.  Have  you  generally,  in  constructing  your  new  streets,  constructed  the  sewers 
yourself? — Generally;  not  in  all  cases.  In  Blackett-street  the  corporation  constructed 
that  sewer,  and  they  contributed  to  a portion  of  this  sewer  (showing  the  swine),  and 
likewise  through  another  street  a portion. 

4521.  How  is  it  that  in  Blackett  Street  you  have  privies  in  nearly  all  the  houses  ? — 

Because  they  were  built  at  an  earlier  date,  and  are  smaller  houses. 

4522.  In  Leazes  Terrace  I see  that  you  have  a privy  also  in  each  house,  and  in 
Leazes  Crescent  only  privies  ? — Yes  ; if  you  look  at  the  dates,  they  will  explain  it. 

4523.  Are  these  houses  without  back  yards  ? — These  have  back  yards,  (shotving  the 
same,)  but  the  back  yards  are  converted  into  places  of  business  and  into  extensions  of 
the  shops. 

4524.  Covered  over  ? — Covered  over  with  glass. 

4525.  Are  they  defective  in  ventilation  ? — There  are  very  large  windows  ; there  are 
windows  both  back  and  front.  I think  they  are  perfectly  ventilated. 

4526.  But  are  they  much  blocked  up  behind  ? — Not  these  houses,  till  we  get  so  far  down, 

(showing  the  same)  when  we  come  to  other  houses  which  were  erected  before  these. 

4527.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  had  any  complaints  about  the  state  of  your  sewers  here. 

Do  they  get  out  of  order  ? — This  has,  in  one  instance  or  two  been  flooded,  owmg  to  the 
flow  of  water  in  heavy  rain  coming  down  here ; and  it  is  not  of  sufficient  capacity,  I 
think,  to  take  off  the  whole  of  it.  But  I am  proposing  a plan  which  will  relieve  it. 
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J?.  Gi-amger,  Esq.  4528.  You  have  no  cognizance  of  the  sewer  in  Collingwood-street  ? — No. 

4529.  Have  you,  in  any  of  your  sewers,  had  that  occur  which  has  been  stated  to  us  to 

23th  Jan.  1854.  occur  not  unfrequently  in  the  sewer  in  Collingwood-street,  namely,  that  after  floods  of  rain 
the  gases  are  hacked  up  and  thrown  into  the  liouses?  — I have  not  heard  .any  complaint. 
Most  of  these  sewers,  those  in  all  the  principal  streets,  have  stench-traps  put  in  ; they  are 
properly  trapped. 

4530.  {Mr.  Eimon.)  Are  the  sinks  in  the  back  yards  trapped  ? — Yes,  they  are  all 
trapped ; there  is  gener.ally  one  in  the  area  for  slops  ; one  in  the  kitchen,  an  cl  one  up 
above,  near  the  water  closet. 

4531.  Should  you  say  generally,  for  all  the  houses,  that  they  are  trapped? — They  are 
generally  trapped.  I do  not  know  any  that  are  not  trapped. 

4532.  You  have  erected  half  the  water-closets  in  Newcastle  I think,  or  more  ? — There 
are  a p'reat  number,  1062. 

4533.  In  how  many  houses? — I think  there  are  765  houses,  speaking  from  recollection. 
Between  700  and  800  ; there  is  on  the  average  about  one  and  a half  for  each  house. 

4534.  Referring  to  your  change  of  system,  between  the  earlier  years  when  you  gave 
your  tenants  only  privies,  and  the  present  time  when  you  give  them  water-closets,  what 
induced  you  to  aclojk  the  modern  alteration  ?-— At  the  earlier  period  they  were  very 
little  used  on  account  of  the  expense  ; but  having  built  such  a valuable  class  of  liouses,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  introduce  those  closets  ; people  expected  them. 

4535.  Do  you  consider  them  an  improvement  upon  the  privies  in  regard  of  health  as 
well  as  comfort? — I should  think  so  ; there  is  very  little  efliuvium  comes  from  them.  It 
is  just  temporary,  when  the  trap  is  drawn ; and  these  closets  are  generally  well  ventilated, 
and  I think  they  are  much  better  in  the  interior  of  the  house  than  in  the  exterior.  They 
are  more  convenient,  and  I think  they  are  less  objectionable  on  this  ground,  that,  when 
on  the  outside,  the  soil-pipes  are  apt  to  get  frozen  up  ; and  we  all  must  admit  that  they 
are  more  comfortable  if  they  are  only  properly  ventilated. 

4536.  Have  your  water-closets  frequently  got  stopped,  flooded,  or  out  of  order  ? — 
Sometimes  the  servants  put  improper  things  down,  and  they  get  stojiped ; but  they  are 
soon  set  right  again,  by  a proper  person  being  sent  to  see  to  them. 

4537.  There  has  been  a good  deal  of  talk  about  stinks  in  some  of  the  houses  furnished 
with  -water-closets ; do  you  think  that  that  has  frequently  been  the  case  with  yours  ? — 
Very  seldom  ; if  they  are  carefulty  attended  to,  there  is  seldom  any  smell  from  them. 

4538.  Having  made  mo.st  of  these  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  or  more,  I suppose  you  gene- 
rally used  brick  drains  for  the  water-closets  ? — Principally  brick  ; here  is  a section  of  them. 

-4539.  (Chainnan.)  A pipe  in  fact? — Yes,  but  made  of  brick,  a cylinder  drain  formed  ot 
bricks. 

4540.  (^fr.  Slmo'n.)  Have  you  had  aii}^  opportunity  of  observing  whether  they  are  kept 
well  ? — Thej^  get  stopped  occasionally  ; the  rats  get  in  ; but  very  rarely.  - 

4541.  Are  you  laying  any  pipes  in  the  houses  which  you  are  building  now  ? — We  are 
laying  some  pipes  ; pipes  were  very  little  used  at  the  peiiod  when  these  were  formed. 

4542.  (Chairma'ii.)  On  the  whole  the  inconveniences  ari, sing  from  such  accidents  are  not 
sufficient  to  discourage  you  from  the  use  of  water-closets? — No,  they  are  great  comforts, 
and  there  is  the  greatest  cleanliness  attending  them  compared  to  what  there  is  amongst 
the  filthy  privies.  1*  believe  the  privies  will  go  out  of  use  now,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
constant  supply  from  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company.  Instead  of  costing  perhaps 
20/.  or  25/  , as  used  to  be  the  case,  Ave  should  be  able  to  erect  one  for  about  3/. 

4543.  (d/r.  Simon.)  Shall  you  be  able  to  dispense  with  cisterns  for  the  water-closets  ? — 
I tliink  Ave  might. 

4544.  (Chairman.)  I see  that  at  Leazes  Terrace  you  drain  to  the  back? — Yes. 

4545.  That  of  course  Avould  be  a preferable  principle  AvheneAmr  you  can  manage  it  ? — 
Where  it  can  be  managed. 

4546.  So  as  not  to  cany  the  drains  through  the  house  to  the  front,  but  to  carry  them 
light  away  at  once  to  the  back  ? — Yes  to  the  back  yards. 

4547.  IMu  can  thus  make  it  ansAver  for  both  sides,  where  the  back  yards  of  tAvo  rows  of 
hou.ses  adjoin  ? — Yes. 

4548.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  happen  to  know  Avhat  extent  of  cholera  there  was  in  your 
houses  ? — I knev/  of  many  cases,  but  I cannot  speak  to  tlie  exact  number ; I dare  say  there 
Avere  deaths  occurring  in  all  parts  of  the  toAvn. 

4549.  In  what  ]iarts  of  your  property  has  it  happened  that  the  sewers  have  got  out  of 
order,  or  that  the  Avater-closets  have  been  obstructed  ? — In  Nelson  Street.  This  sewer 
comes  doAAUi  to  it,  (shoiring  the  same)  and  this  doAAUi  Blackett  Street  from  the  Leazes 
Terrace.  That  comes  doAvn  Gallowgate  along  Blackett  Street,  and  connects  itself,  and 
runs  through  into  the  Grainger  Street  drain:  it  is  not  of  sufficient  capacity  to  pass  the 
AAdiole  of  the  Avater  in  heavy  floods. 

4550.  Did  heavy  floods  happen  there  last  summer? — I believe  it  was  last  summer. 

4551.  Do  you  recollect  in  Avhat  month  ?- — I do  not ; it  has  been  complained  of 

4552.  As  regards  stoppage  of  the  house  drains  from  other  causes,  has  that  occurred  also? 
— We  haA’e  very  little  of  that;  there  is  a good  supply  of  the  company’s  water  and  Ave 
have  had  very  little  complaint  about  stoppages  of  the  drains.  There  hav^e  been  some 
owing  to  the  servants  putting  down  broken  pots,  and  scrubbing-brushes,  and  cloths,  and 
those  sort  of  things  ; but  on  the  whole  we  have  very  little  reason  to  complain. 
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4553.  [Chairman.)  Do  you  know  whereabouts  on  your  property  you  had  the  greatest  E.  Grainger,  Esq. 

amount  of  loss  by  cholera. ; do  you  remember  any  particular  streets  in  which  there  was  

much?- — There  were  several  deaths  in  Clayton  Street ; two  deaths  in  this  house  [showing  26th  Jan.  1854. 
the  same),  one  in  that,  one  in  that,  and  one  in  this.  

4554.  There  were  five  deaths  in  ten  houses  ? — Yes. 

4555.  At  the  corner  of  Clayton  Street  and  Fenkle  Street  ? — Two  deaths  in  that 
house. 

4556.  But  in  the  group  of  ten  houses  from  that  corner  along  Clayton  Street  there  were 
five  ? — Yes. 

4557.  [Mr.  Simon.)  Are  there  no  privies  in  those  houses? — None  ; two  water-clo.sets  in 
each,  at  least  there  will  be.  The  houses  are  not  finished.  There  is  one  for  the  lower  part. 

There  are  two  in  this  corner  house  ; that  is  the  only  house  that  is  finished  ; the  shops  are 
also  occupied,  and  they  have  each  a water-closet. 

4558.  Was  there  at  that  time  any  privy  in  the  house? — None. 

4559.  The  sewer  passes  down  the  street,  of  course.  Is  there  a sewer  gTating  at  that 
corner  ? — I think  there  is. 

4560.  [Chairman.)  Whereabouts  is  the  grating? — I think  it  will  be  in  the  gutter,  just 
at  the  corner.  I think  there  are  grates  on  each  side  of  the  street. 

4561.  Was  there  any  mortality  on  the  other  side? — I do  not  know  that  there  Avas;  I 
think  not. 

4562.  And  this  corner,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Fenkle  Street  is  unoccupied  (^pointing 
to  the  plan)  ? — It  is  used  as  a smithy  and  livery  stables.  There  are  no  dwelling  houses  there 
I think. 

4563.  Is  there  any  other  place  you  can  mention  about  here,  where  there  was  any 
considerable  mortality  ? — I think  there  were  two  in  Nuns"  Street,  one  here  [shoiv-ing  the 
same),  and  the  other  nearly  opposite. 

4564.  Do  you  know  of  any  particular  circumstances afiecting  that  spot?— No  ; he  w.a.s 
a healthy  person  ; a hair  dresser. 

4565.  What  is  this  ? — Nuns’  Lane. 

4566.  Is  it  inhabited  ? — Partially  ; it  is  merely  a passage. 

4567.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  property  behind  here;  is  it  inhabited  or  open? — 

It  is  inhabited  ; the  houses  at  Nuns’  Gate  and  Newgate  Street  extend  so  far  back  with 
manufactories  and  workshops. 

4568.  What  is  this  leading  out  of  Clayton  Street  into  Fenkle  Street  ? — Low  Friars. 

It  was  the  principal  thoroughfare  from  that  part  of  the  town  to  this,  till  Clayton  Street 
was  formed. 

4569.  What  is  the  state  of  the  property  there  ? — It  is  a sort  of  tenemented  property. 

There  was  a tanyard  here,  but  it  was  given  up  two  or  three  years  ago. 

4570.  Do  these  lines  indicate  entries,  consisting  of  tenemented  property  ? — They  do. 

4571.  Is  there  tenemented  property  on  this  side  also  [pointmg  to  the  plan)  ? — The.se 
are  self-contained  houses.  There  is  a Baptist  Chapel  there,  called  New  Court  Chapel,  and 
there  are  respectable  houses. 

4572.  What  is  this  blank  corner  space  ? — The  town  clerk’s  residence.  There  are  work- 
shops here  [showing  the  same),  and  down  here  it  is  chiefly  occupied  by  small  tenants. 

4573.  Tenemented  property  ? — Tenemented  property. 

4574.  What  is  that  [pointing  to  another  part)  ? — Several  tenemented  houses. 

4575.  In  fact  that  side  is  worse  circumstanced  than  this? — This  is  Westgate  Street; 
these  are  shops  and  houses  ; they  do  not  belong  to  me. 

4576.  This  side  of  the  street,  I mean,  is  worse  circumstanced,  apparently,  than  the 
other,  though  the  mortality  was  greater  on  that  other  side  than  on  this  ? — Yes,  but  there 
are  respectable  houses  there  ; also  in  Charlotte  Square. 

457'7.  Do  you  know  what  these  entries  are  called  ? — It  runs  up  to  the  Friars. 

4578.  [Mr.  Simon.)  That  is  a nasty  neighbourhood? — Yes,  it  is  not  a good  neighbourhood. 

4579.  [Chairman)  In  fact,  this  part  of  the  town,  about  Clayton  Street  and  Fenkle 
Street  was  pretty  well  surrounded  by  bad  property? — Yes,  a mother  and  child  died  next 
to  the  town  clerk. 

4580.  Was  there  any  grating  or  gully  hole  there,  in  the  Nun’s  Street  case? — Not 
exactly  there  ; there  is  one  at  the  corner. 

4581.  But  it  was  not  in  the  houses  next  to  the  grates  that  the  deaths  took  place  ? — 

No,  and  these  gully  holes  are  trapped. 

4582.  Are  they  trapped  in  Clayton  Street  ? — They  are  not  trapped  along  there. 

4583.  You  never  heard  any  complaints  of  those  grates? — Not  any. 

4584.  [Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  your  level  there  ? — It  varies.  It  runs  from  one  in  thirty 
to  one  in  sixty  in  the  sewer. 

4585.  I do  not  mean  the  level  of  the  sewer,  but  the  height  of  the  ground  there  above 
the  river? — I cannot  inform  you  exactly.  I should  say  150  feet. 

4586.  [Chairman  to  Mr.  Dobson.)  Can  you  give  us  the  height  at  the  junction  of 
Newgate  Street  and  Clayton  Street? — 130  feet. 

4587.  (To  Mr.  Grainger.)  And  the  fall  to  the  corner  is  very  trifling  ? — Very  little  ; 
about  one  in  sixty. 

4588.  [Mr.  Simon)  Are  the  basements  dry  there?. — As  far  as  I know  they  are  well- 
drained. 
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4589.  {Chairman.)  The  soil  is  clay  ? — It  varies. 

4590.  From  house  to  house  ? — Witliin  a short  distance.  We  have  a good  brick  clay  ; 
and  then  very  likely  a wiry  strong  material  that  you  can  hardly  cut  with  a spade.  A 
short  distance  from  that  again  a dry  sand,  and  a very  short  distance  from  that  a quick 
sand.  It  varies  very  much : so  much  so  that  in  some  instances  I have  had  to  excavate 
for  foundations  to  the  depth  of  nine  fathoms. 

4591.  You  never  there  get  down  to  the  blue  clay  below  ? — No. 

4592.  You  were  going  to  mention  athird  case,  beside  the  Olay  ton  Street  and  Nun’s  Street 
cases  ? — In  Nelson  Street,  in  one  house,  a man  and  his  wife  died,  who  were  basket  makers. 
I do  not  know  that  there  were  any  more  in  Nelson  Street  than  those  two. 

4593.  And  in  the  rest  of  your  district?— A man  and  his  wife  died  in  Grainger 
Street. 

4594.  Just  opposite  the  Central  Exchange? — Yes. 

4595.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  have  built  about  seven  or  eight  hundred  houses  ? — Yes,  nearly 
eight  hundred  houses.  There  was  a death  also  in  Market  Street,  the  other  side  of  the 
Exchange  : two  died  there.  I think  there  were  one  or  two  deaths  at  the  Terrace.  That 
is  high  again. 

4596.  And  in  an  open  situation? — In  a very  open  situation.  It  is  an  open  space  of 
several  hundred  acres  of  grass  land. 

4597.  Do  your  tenants  there  complain  at  all  of  the  midden  which  has  been  established 
in  that  neighbourhood  ; a great  heap  of  city  refuse  which  is  collected  there  ? — I was 
not  aware  of  it. 

4598.  [Mr.  Town  Cleric.)  It  is  not  near  enough  to  affect  your  tenantry? — I .should 
think  not. 

4599.  {Chairman.)  On  which  side  of  Leazes  Terrace  did  these  deaths  occur  ? — On  the 
west  side,  I believe,  and  one  at  this  end. 

4600.  They  have  in  Leazes  Terrace  privies  as  well  as  water-closets  ? — There  are  not 
many  water-closets  in  Leazes  Terrace. 

4601.  You  have  put  down  here  one  for  each  house,  and  one  privy  for  each  house  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  quite  correct.  I was  meaning  Leazes  Crescent,  on  the  other  side. 

4602.  In  Leazes  Crescent  we  have  no  water-closets? — No;  there  are  eighty  privies, 
but  no  water-closets  at  aU. 

4603.  With  reference  to  Carliol  Street,  there  was  a considerable  mortality  there  ? — 
Not  that  I heard  of ; the  gaol  forms  one  side  of  Carliol  Square. 

4604.  There  was  a death  or  two  in  Eldon  Square,  where  they  have  privies  ? — I think 
there  were  two  or  three  deaths  there. 

4605.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  drains  that  come  under  the  houses  there  ; are  they  of 
brick  ? — Principally  brick,  and  square. 

4606.  Was  there  any  degree  of  obstruction  that  you  heard  of? — Not  that  I heard  of. 

4607.  Had  you  any  mortality  in  Grey  Street  that  yon  know  of,  where  there  are  two 
water-closets  to  a house  ? — I do  not  think  there  were  any  deaths  there  ; at  least  I have 
not  heard  of  any  ; there  may  have  been. 

4608.  In  Grainger  Street,  I think  you  said  there  was  one  ? — Two  deaths  at  least  in 
Grainger  Street,  near  the  Central  Exchange. 

4609.  Although  that  house  will  have  had  two  water-closets  in  it  ? — Two  water-closets ; 
yes. 

4610.  Where  did  the  people  live;  in  the  house  itself? — They  carried  on  business  in 
the  shop,  and  they  liA^ed  above  the  shop. 

4611.  They  had  the  house  to  themselves  ? — The  house  and  shop  ; they  both  died. 

4612.  (Mr.  Simon.)  I suppose  they  belonged  to  a class  of  people  who  were  not  very 
likely  to  divide  the  house  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  were  any  more  but  themselves  in 
that  house  ; he  was  a merchant  tailoi'. 

4613.  {Chairraan.)  In  Clayton  Street  you  had  five  deaths  in  ten  houses? — Yes. 

4614.  Were  there  any  more  in  Clayton  Street  ? — There  may  have  been,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  I know  of  those  by  passing  their  places  every  day,  and  their  being 
my  tenants. 

4615.  Do  you  know  any  point  or  points  in  which  those  ten  houses  in  Clayton  Street 
differed  from  the  other  102  houses  in  the  rest  of  the  street? — I know  of  no  difference, 
only  that  they  had  no  back  windows ; they  are  single  houses,  and  have  only  front 
windows. 

4616.  No  ventilation  through  ? — No  thorough  ventilation. 

4617.  Have  the  rest  of  the  liouses  ? — Most  of  them  ; not  aU  of  them. 

4618.  With  regard  to  those  in  Nun’s  Street,  the  same  did  not  apply  ? — No  ; tliey  had 
thorough  ventilation. 

4619.  And  behind  they  had,  as  you  say,  factories  and  shops? — Yes,  on  one  side,  and 
the  general  market  on  the  other,  which  is  a very  large  open  space,  well  ventilated  inside. 

4620.  {Mr.  Simon.)  In  Grey  Street,  do  most  of  the  people  who  have  shops  reside 
there  also  ? — Some  of  them  do  ; but  some  of  the  houses  are  occupied  as  offices. 

4621.  Exclusively  as  offices? — Exclusively  as  offices. 

4622.  {Chairman.)  Were  these  houses  at  the  Central  Exchange,  which  you  speak  of, 
houses  having  through  ventilation  ? — I think  that  one  has. 
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4623.  And  those  on  the  other  side  ? — There  are  very  few  dwelling-houses  round  the 
Exchange,  except  one  here  connected  with  the  hotel  (showing  the  same). 

4624.  On  this  side  was  there  ventilation  through  the  house  where  the  people  died  ? — 
I could  not  speak  to  that,  hut  I could  ascei  tain  it  for  you,  if  you  wish  to  know. 

4625.  None  of  these  people  sleep  in  their  lower  rooms ; they  sleep  in  their  upper  rooms  ? 
— The  whole  of  them  do  ; the  people  are  too  respectable  for  that. 

4626.  Had  none  of  those  ten  houses  in  Clayton  Street  where  the  five  deaths  occurred 
any  through  ventilation  ? — None  except  one,  I tliink." 

4627.  Which  is  that  ? — It  is  the  comer  one. 

4628.  (JM(r.  Simon.)  Where  the  two  deaths  occurred? — Yes;  they  have  windows  in 
Clayton  Street,  and  in  Fenkle  Street. 

4629.  (Chairman.)  At  right  angles  to  each  other  ? — Yes. 

4630.  (ifr.  Town  Cleric.)  Nobody  as  yet  inhabits  those  houses  that  have  not  through 
ventilation  ? — No. 

4631.  (^Chairman.)  The  people  who  died  there  resided  there,  did  they  not? — They 
resided  at  a distance,  but  until  they  were  taken  ill  they  kept  to  their  place  of  business. 

4632.  They  did  not  sleep  there  at  night  ? — No  ; I believe  the  fruiterer  did.  This  person 
slept  there  {pointing  to  one  of  the  houses). 

4633.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Where  did  the  other  parties  sleep  ? — At  a short  distance  ; perhaps 
in  Blenheim  Street,  or  some  of  those  streets ; but  at  the  corner  the  party  occupied  the 
house.  That  is  where  the  two  died.  That  is  the  only  house  which  is  finished. 

4634.  {Chairman.)  At  the  extreme  houses.  Nos.  1 and  10,  as  we  may  call  them,  the 
people  resided  and  died  there  ? — Precisely. 

4635.  And  No.  1 had  windows  on  two  sides  at  right  angles  to  each  other  ? — Yes. 

4636.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  which  occurred  first  of  that  lot  of  cases  ? — I think 
the  two  deaths  in  the  corner  house. 

4637.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Did  Danby’s  case  in  Nun’s  Street  occur  at  an  early  or  late 
period  of  the  epidemic  ? — I think  he  was  almost  the  first  that  died. 

4638.  {Chairman.)  Was  that  on  the  market  side  ? — On  the  market  side,  yes. 

4639.  Had  he  through  ventilation  there  ? — I think  he  had. 

4640.  What  does  the  back  of  the  house  look  upon?— On  the  roof  of  the  market,  a very 
large  space. 

4641.  {Mr.  Simon.)  There  is  no  grating  in  the  market,  is  there  ? — Not  any. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  It  is  peculiarly  well  ventilated  and  very  clean. 

4642.  {Chairman^  As  to  the  two  houses  at  the  Central  Exchange,  you  are  not  sure, 
but  think  they  have  through  ventilation  ? — I think  that  house  has  {shoiving  the  same). 

4643.  Were  any  of  the  others  who  died  in  the  same  position,  viz.,  that  they  did  not 
reside,  but  merely  had  shops  in  the  locality  ? — The  other  three  had  shops,  but  did  not,  I 
believe,  reside  at  the  place. 

4644.  Then  are  we  to  understand  you  to  say  that  out  of  these  deaths  which  you  have 
alluded  to,  only  the  two  parties  at  the  corner  of  Clayton  Street  were  residents  ? — I 
think  so. 

4645.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Does  that  observation  apply  only  to  the  deaths  in  Clayton 
Street,  or  to  the  deaths  which  you  have  mentioned  generally ; for  instance,  did  Scott,  the 
tailor,  live  on  the  premises  I — Yes,  he  lived  above  his  shop  and  occupied  the  entire  house. 

4646.  {Chairman^)  Is  that  at  the  Central  Exchange  ? — Yes,  in  Grainger  Street. 

4647.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  spoke  of  a sewer  in  Nelson  Street  being  flooded  ? — Yes. 

4648.  Has  it  frequently  occurred  ? — It  has  occurred  twice,  I believe. 

4649.  Since  it  was  built  ? — Yes. 

4650.  How  long  has  it  been  built  ? — From  1834. 

4651.  You  have  not  brought  it  before  the  Town  Improvement  committee,  have  you? — 
I think  the  town  surveyor  knows  it,  and  he  knows  the  cause  of  it  too. 

4652.  {Mr.  Simon. ) Do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  deposit  in  any  of  these  sewers  ? — I 
do  not  expect  that  there  is.  They  have,  particularly  that  in  Grey  Street,  a considerable  fall. 

4653.  {Chairman.)  You  once  had  a notice  from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  through  the 
inspector  of  nuisances,  as  to  one  of  these  sewers ; do  you  remember  which  it  was  ? — It 
would  be  the  one  that  I name ; there  is  not  sufficient  'capacity  in  this  sewer  in  Grainger 
Street  to  receive  all  these  floods  of  water. 

4654.  Do  you  remember  any  other  cases  in  which  your  own  property  was  brought 
under  notice  in  that  way  ? — I think  not. 

4655.  Would  the  obstruction  have  been  in  Nelson  Street? — No,  I think  it  would  have 
been  in  Grainger  Street ; they  all  come  into  Grainger  Street. 

4656.  You  have  three  flowing  in,  and  one  flowing  out  at  about  the  same  spot  ? — We 
have  this  flowing  in,  {shaving  the  same,)  this  down  Blackett  Street  flowing  in,  and  that 
through  the  hospital  property,  all  flowing  into  the  Grainger  Street  sewer. 

4657.  It  flows  into  Nelson  Street  first  ? — Yes,  near  to  Grainger  Street,  and  then  goes 
into  Grainger  Street.  There  is  not  capacity  enough  for  the  water  in  heavy  thunderstorms. 

4658.  Is  that  all  tliat  it  amounted  to,  merely  an  obstruction  during  some  hours,  while 
the  storm  water  was  passing  off? — Yes. 

4659.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  arrangements  for  cleansing  and  emptying  the 
privies,  or  do  you  leave  that  to  the  tenants  ? — The  tenants  see  after  that ; there  is  a back 
way  out  for  the  soil. 
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808  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

4660.  They  are  not  obliged  to  carry  it  through  the  houses? — No.  Those  in  Carliol 
Street  are  sinall  houses,  and  they  have  a road  out  through  Croft  Court. 

4661.  Are  they  in  connexion  with  ash-pits  generally? — These  four  houses  in  Carliol 
Street  have  no  ash-pits.  I think  they  put  their  ashes  out  for  the  dustman  to  take 
away. 

4662.  Are  those  the  houses  which  have  a back  way  out  ? — Yes,  through  Croft  Court 
into  Croft  Street. 

4663.  And  these  others  all  have  a back  way  out  ? — They  all  have  a back  way. 

4664.  Supposing  any  nuisance  to  exist  with  regard  to  privy,  or  ash-pit,  or  these  things, 
a notice  from  the  inspector  of  nuisances  would  be  given  to  your  tenant,  and  not  to  you  ? 
It  would  be  given  to  the  tenant. 

4665.  You  would  not  hear  anything  of  it  ? — I should  not  hear  of  it. 

4666.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  can  give  us  any  information  ? — I have 
merely  to  observe  that  the  town,  since  I have  known  it,  is  in  a very  different  state.  Its 
sanitary  condition  is  very  mucli  improved. 

4667.  Do  you  mean  in  this  district  ? — In  this  locality  and  the  town  generally  ; but  I 
am  more  particularly  acquainted  with  this  district.  Blackett  Street,  when  I first  knew 
it,  was  unpaved  ; and,  as  some  one  observed  to-day,  it  was  middens  from  nearly  one  end 
to  the  other. 

4668.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  With  some  dwellings  mixed  ? — With  horrible  dwellings,  very 
inferior  houses,  and  pig-sties.  Blackett  Street  was  a filthy  place,  and  the  Nuns’  property 
was  in  as  bad  a condition.  All  above  the  High  Bridge  is  the  Nuns’  property  ; that  was 
in  a most  terrible  condition.  And  that  place  was  horrible  ; it  was  let  to  all  sorts  of 
people,  coal  buyers,  cowkeepers,  pig-jobbers,  and  so  on ; and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
corporation  complying  with  my  request  (and  it  will  reflect  honour  on  them,  and  on  the 
tovm  clerk  here,  so  long  as  it  is  known),  what  I have  done  could  not  have  been  effected. 
It  was  by  removing  the  market  from  where  it  was. 

4669.  (Chairman.)  Where  was  the  market? — Below  the  High  Bridge,  and  it  went 
down  nearly  to  Moseley  Street. 

4670.  Very  inferior  in  size  and  accommodation  to  the  present  one  ? — Very  much  so  to 
the  new  market ; but  the  corporation,  by  allowing  that  to  be  removed,  enabled  me  to 
carry  out  my  plans  in  the  manner  you  see. 

4671.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  It  was  not  a very  popular  measure  ? — It  was  not ; but  certain 
parties  were  willing  to  assist  in  the  matter,  and  did  assist  me  so  as  to  carry  it.  The 
corporation  complied,  and  it  has  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  town  in  consequence. 

4672.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Does  your  Clayton  Street  sewer  ever  get  flooded  with  the  water 
from  the  Leazes  ? — It  is  taken  in  this  direction  now  (slioiving  the  same).  There  is  an 
open  ditch,  very  filthy,  as  I h.ave  shov/n  it  here.  Now  I wish  that  to  be  covered  over  and 
continued  along  here  to  cross  this  street,  which  would  be  of  the  greatest  service,  instead 
of  its  being  a nuisance. 

4673.  You  think  that  Clayton  Street  wants  a little  more  flushing? — I think  it  would 
be  of  service. 

4674.  (ChaArman)  That  from  the  Leazes  is  merely  surface-water,  is  it  ? — It  comes  from 
Darn  Crook,  what  they  call  Execution  Dock. 

4675.  Is  it  a foul  stream? — Yes. 

4676.  (Mr.  Simon.)  It  comes  past  Green  Court? — Yes. 

4677.  Which  is  a very  stinking  affair,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  a filthy  place,  and  it  is 
frequently  overflowed  here,  and  that  is  why  the  town  surveyor  made  this  cut. 

4678.  In  Grainger  Street,  where  Scott  the  tailor  and  his  Avife  died,  did  any  other  death 
occur  afterwards  ? — I think  not. 

4679.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  I have  been  told  that  his  son  came  from  Brandling  Place  to 
take  care  of  the  shop,  and  died  also  ? — It  must  be  a second  son,  then,  for  there  is  one 
living  still. 

4680.  (Chairman)  You  said,  I think,  that  the  accumulation,  if  any,  which  took  place 
in  your  sewer,  would  take  place  here  (])>ointing  to  the  plan)l — Yes,  I think  so;  there 
would  be  a stoppage.  This  is  not  of  suflicient  capacity,  therefore  it  would  dam  the  water 
back  up  here. 

4681.  Apart  from  the  flooding,  do  you  suppose  that  there  was  at  that  time  any  deposit 
in  the  sewer  there  ? — I should  think  not. 

4682.  Is  there  any  other  point  to  which  you  would  wish  to  draw  our  attention  ? — I 
have  made  an  estimate  of  the  cost  that  has  been  expended  upon  sewei's  and  branch  drains, 
and  flagging,  and  macadamizing,  and  Avater-closets. 

4683.  I understand,  you  have  never  built  a house  which  you  have  not  drained  as  regards 
the  surface  ; and  you  have  built  but  feAV  comparatively,  which  you  have  not  drained,  as 
regards  foecal  matters  ? — Yes,  I think  so,  as  nearly  as  possible.  There  may  be  an  omission ; 
but  Avhat  I have  laid  down  there  is  substantially  correct ; there  may  be  discrepancies  in  the 
matter,  but  it  is  substantially  correct.  I Avas  just  going  to  shoAV  you  this  estimate ; it 
astonished  me;  I have  laid  out  in  water-closets  21,240?-.,  reckoning  them  at  20/.  each. 

4684.  Does  that  include  the  cost  of  the  drains  ?— -No,  without  the  drains. 

4685.  Would  a Avater-closet  cost  20Z.  ? — Yes ; they  can  fit  them  up  now  at  21;  it  shows 
the  advantage  of  the  constant  supply  from  Whittle-deah. 
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4686.  In  those  days,  when  you  had  to  make  a cistern,  and  tap,  and  so  on,  it  cost  you  R.  Grainger,  Esq. 

as  much  as  20i.  ? — Yes.  

4687.  Then,  the  fact  of  your  having  had  an  intermittent  supply  of  water  until  the  j^ear  26th  Jan.  1854. 

1848,  rendered  the  construction  of  water-closets  in  houses  until  then  very  expensive  ; and  

so  perhaps  may  have  tended  to  diminish  the  number  of  water-closets,  and  properly-drained 

privies  ? — Decidedly,  from  the  expense  of  them  ; because  when  the  supply  was  only  two 
or  three  days  a week,  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  having  a cistei'n  of  a certain  capacity. 

4688.  Will  you  put  in  that  paper? — I will  read  it;  1,062  water-closets,  21,240^.  ; 

302  privies  at  4^.  each,  1,2087  ; 3,843  yards  of  main  sewers  at  2/.  10s.  per  yard, 

9,6077  10s. ; 4,700  yards  of  branch  sewers  at  10s.  per  yard,  2,3507  The  trapped  sinks 
and  grates  in  the  houses.  9607  8s.;  I have  flagged  19,197  yards  in  the  streets  at  7s.  6c7  a 
yard.;  it  cost  me  7,1987  17s.  6c7;  I have  put  crossings,  1,805  yards,  9027  10s.;  paved 
channels,  5,143  yards,  costing  me  1,5487  18s.;  then  paved  streets,  5,196  yards,  4547  13s.; 
macadamized  roads,  (the  principal  streets  in  the  town.  Grey-street,  and  all  those  other- 
streets  are  macadamized,)  19,622  yards  at  2s.  6rZ.  a yard,  2,4527  15s.;  71  street-gates  at 
25s.  each,  887  15s.,  making  in  all  48,0127  6s.  Qd. 

4689.  {Mr.  Simon.)  In  addition  to  the  building  of  the  houses  ? — In  addition  to  the 
building  of  the  houses ; then  in  addition  to  that,  which  I think  contributes  very  much  to 
the  health  of  the  town,  I have  been  at  the  expense  of  making  all  these  Avide  streets 
without  a sixpence  of  cost  to  the  corporation.  Grey  Street  80  feet  wide,  other  streets  65  feet 
wide,  and  the  narrowest  of  them  50.  I have  not  only  had  to  give  up  that  to  the  town, 
which  I have  had  great  pleasure  in  doing,  but  I have  in  some  instances  had  to  reduce  the 
level  of  the  ground  from  4 to  15  feet  and  lead  it  away;  and  I have  had  in  other  places  to 
fill  up  twice  that  depth. 

4690.  {Chairman.)  To  make  an  uniform  level  surface? — To  make  an  uniform  level  surface; 
and  I think  it  is  only  fit  to  state,  now  as  the  subject  is  before  us,  that  I have  not  only 
formed  the  streets,  but  I have  decorated  the  houses  in  the  manner  that  you  see ; and  I was 
not  obliged  to  do  that ; the  corporation  merely  bound  me  to  make  polished  stone  fronts  ; 
all  the  decoration  that  you  see  has  been  done  because  I pleased  to  do  it. 

4691.  You  had  a taste  for  art  ? — It  affords  me  more  pleasure  than  if  I had  the  money 
in  the  funds  that  it  cost ; and  I should  think  the  cost  Avould  not  be  less  perhaps  than 
100,0007 

4692.  What  do  you  think  has  been  the  aggregate  expense  of  all  your  building  and 
sewering,  and  ornamental  operations  in  the  town  ? — That  I could  not  say  exactly. 

4693.  {BIr.  Simon.)  Could  you  tell  us  the  total  ? — I could  by  looking  ; but  I am  not 
in  possession  of  it  at  this  moment. 

4694.  Was  it  a condition  of  your  lease  that  you  should  do  those  drain  works  and 
other  works  here  specified  ? — Of  course  to  put  adequate  sewers  and  drains. 

4695.  That  you  were  bound  to  by  the  corporation  ? — Yes,  and  to  lay  foot- ways  and  to 
macadamize  and  do  to  the  streets  such  as  you  see  there  done. 

4696.  {Chairman.)  Everything  but  the  ornamental  part?— They  had  no  cost 
whatever  ; but  they  encouraged  the  matter,  and  they  did  good  for  the  town. 

4697.  {Mr.  Tovm  Clerk)  They  paid  for  the  market  ? — They  paid  the  difference  betAveen 
the  old  market  and  the  ncAV  one  ; and  that  enabled  me  to  do  it.  Tliey  allowed  tlie 
removal  of  the  market ; otherwise  the  condition  of  that  place  would  have  been  moie 
filthy  and  degrading  than  almost  any  place  in  the  toAvn  ; it  Avould  have  been  as  liad  as 
Sandgate  by  this  time,  I have  not  the  least  doubt. 

4698.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Were  you  bound  to  build  water-closets  ? — No. 

4699.  {Chairman.)  What  do  you  think  of  the  comparative  accommodation  for  the 
poorer  classes  in  this  town  between  1831  and  1853.  Were  there  a greater  number  of 
houses  and  tenements  within  their  reach  in  1853  than  in  1831  ? — I should  think  there 
were ; there  have  been  several  old  places  pulled  down,  and  they  have  been  deju’ived  of 
those  filthy  places  ; but  a great  many  have  been  erected  in  the  western  part  of  the  town, 
and  also  in  the  eastern  part. 

4700.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  modern  houses  Avhich  have  been 
erected  here  for  the  labouring  classes  ? — I do  not  know  much  of  them  ; I am  not  connected 
with  that  class  of  houses,  and  have  been  very  little  among  them. 

4701.  {Chairman.)  How  much  do  you  think  the  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
poorer  classes  have  increased  since  1831  ? — That  I could  not  say,  but  they  have 
considerably  increased. 

4702.  Your  operations  have  reduced  them  to  a certain  extent,  and  the  railway 
operations  have  reduced  them  to  a still  further  extent  ? — V ery  much  indeed  ; and  the 
corporation  too. 

4703.  (Mr.  Simon.)  And  with  that  the  population  may  have  doubled  itself? — Yes. 

4704.  What  will  have  become  of  the  increase  of  the  poor  population  ? — A great  many 
houses  have  been  built  for  them. 

4705.  {Mr.  Tovm  Clerk.)  You  have  obseiwed  Mr.  Wallace’s  scavenging  for  the  last 
twenty  years  I dare  say;  do  you  think  he  has  gone  back  or  improA^ed  in  that  time  ? — 

Decidedly  improved. 

4706.  You  think  he  is  a better  scavenger  than  he  used  to  be? — Considerably;  the 
streets  are  as  clean  as  in  most  towns  that  I have  seen. 
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4707.  (71/r.  Simon.)  Can  you  speak  of  the  scavenging  of  the  poorer  parts  of  the  town  ? 
— No,  I do  not  know  so  much  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  town;  I am  seldom  near  those 
parts  of  the  te,wn  ; hut  there  is  decidedly  great  improvement  in  the  central  part. 

4708.  (Chairman.)  You  confine  your  remarks  pretty  much  to  your  own  district  ? — 
Yes;  I am  seldom  out  of  that  heat. 

4709.  (i/r.  Sivioni)  Have  you  seen  enough  either  of  the  houses,  or  of  the  plans  for 
the  houses  of  the  labouring  classes,  or  do  you  know  enough  of  them  from  conversation 
with  persons  engaged  as  builders  of  them,  to  he  enabled  to  judge  whether  those  that  have 
been  recently  constructed  are  well  provided  with  privy  accommodation  ? — I should  think 
them  principally  provided  with  privies. 

4710.  And  with  the  middle  class  houses  in  this  town  how  would  it  be  ? — 1 should 
think  water-closets  are  more  generally  introduced  than  they  used  to  be. 

4711.  It  seemed  probable  from  some  information  that  was  before  us,  partly  derived 
from  the  water  company,  and  partly  fi-om  other  sources,  that  we  should  not  be  very  far 
wrong  in  taking  1,500  to  be  about  the  total  number  of  water-closets  in  the  place  ; should 
you  think  that  very  much  below  the  mark  ? — I have  no  idea. 

4712.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Some  will  be  supplied  with  rain  water  cisterns  ?— There  will 
be  some. 

4713.  Of  which  the  company  would  have  no  account? — JNo. 

4714.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Should  you  tlfink  that  many  water-closets  would  be  supplied 
from  rain-water  cisterns  ? — I should  think  more  formerly  than  now ; because  the 
company’s  water  is  so  cheap  now  ; it  is  merely  a saving  of  10a.  a year;  2s.  Qd.  a quarter. 

4715.  (Chairman.)  In  saying  1,500  water-closets,  we  meant  1,500  houses  having- 
water-closet  accommodation.  We  have  in  evidence  from  Mr.  Main,  that  1,166  are 
provided  with  water-closets,  because  they  never  charge  for  more  than  one,  though  more 
than  one  may  be  in  the  house.  Then  we  calculate  upon  about  350  houses  having  other 
water  supply  in  communication  with  privies  ; would  you  think  that  a fair  and  liberal 
computation  ? — I should  think  there  would  be  more  than  that. 

4716.  (Mr.  Simon.)  More  than  350  houses  dependent  on  rain  or  spring  water  for  the 
supply  of  water-closets  ? — It  is  possible.  I would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  about  it. 

4717.  (Chairman.)  It  is  merely  as  matter  of  opinion ; Mr.  Main  told  us  that  he 
thought  1,500  would  be  the  outside ; suppose  we  say  1,600  ? — There  would  be  fully  that, 
I should  say. 

4718.  Say  1,700  ? — I should  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  about  it.  I have  no  reason 
to  know.  I am  only  acquainted  with  the  parts  I have  been  operating  upon  myself ; I do 
not  know  much  about  the  other  ])arts  of  tlie  town. 

4719.  (Mr.  Simon.)  I stippose  we  may  take  for  granted  that  of  the  older  houses 
there  are  not  many  that  have  water-closets  ? — A great  many,  I have  no  doubt,  have  been 
introduced  lately. 

4720.  Like  the  first  class  of  your  houses  ? — Yes. 

4721.  (Chairman.)  But  they  would  be  supplied  from  the  Whittle  Dean  ? — Some  would, 
and  others  either  from  the  pumps  that  they  have,  or  from  rain  water. 

4722.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Would  a builder,  now,  in  fitting  up  a water-closet  be  likely  to 
recommend  his  tenant  to  be  dependent  iqDon  rain  water? — No  ; I should  think  he  would 
recommend  the  Whittle  Dean  water. 

4723.  Can  you  suggest  to  us  any  way  in  which  we  can  arrive  at  a tolerably  correct 
knowledge  of  the  number  of  houses  that  would  have  their  water-closets  supplied  with 
rain  water  ? — There  would  be  no  other  way  than  going  from  door  to  door,  I imagine, 
and  counting  them. 

4724.  In  the  middle  class  houses,  which  have  not  been  built  by  yourself,  do  you  believe 
at  the  present  moment  that  the  arrangement  of  privy  or  water-closet  is  the  more  common 
one  ? — I should  think  privy  yet. 

4725.  And  in  those  houses  that  have  a double  arrangement,  an  arrangement  for  the 
heads  of  the  house,  and  an  arrangement  for  the  servants,  would  it  be  a common  arrange- 
ment that  the  servants’  place  should  be  an  open  privy,  and  the  other  place  a water- 
closet  ? — A great  many  make  use  of  the  same  soil  pipe  by  having  it  immediately  below 
— that  which  is  used  by  the  master  of  the  house  is  up  above,  and  down  on  the  kitchen 
floor  there  is  a second  water-closet  introduced  in  many  houses. 

4726.  Without  a trap  ? — Without  a trap,  but  supplied  from  the  same  cistern,  imme- 
diately below. 

4727.  Is  not  that  a veiy  defective  arrangement  ? — I think  it  is  very  good,  because  it  is 
a great  saving  of  expense.  It  is  properly  ti'apped,  and  the  same  soil  pipe  answers,  and 
the  same  service  pipe  answers. 

4728.  So  that  they  are  flushed  with  the  discharge  of  the  up-stairs  closets  ? — No  ; they 
have  access  to  the  cistern,  but  the  cistern  answers  for  both  purposes ; there  are  three,  and 
sometimes  four.  But  there  are  houses  that  have  water-closets,  and  privies  for  the 
servants  in  the  yards. 

4729.  (Chairman.)  As  in  Leazes  Terrace? — As  in  Leazes  Terrace. 

4730.  Or  Blackett  Street  I — Yes,  and  many  other  places. 

4731.  Is  there  any  other  point  to  which  you  would  like  to  draw  om-  attention? — I do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  other  point. 
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4732.  {Chairman.)  You  are  an  architect,  I believe  ?— I am. 

4733.  How  long  have  you  practised  as  such  ? — Above  forty  years. 

4734.  In  the  course  of  that  time  I suppose  you  have  become  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  stratification  of  this  neighbourhood  ? — I have  had  occasion  to  build  in  various 
parts  of  the  town,  which  has  given  me  a very  good  knowledge  of  it. 

4735.  Can  you  give  us  a general  notion  of  what  the  stratification  is  ? — The  surface  is 
composed  of  deposit,  resting  on  what  I call  the  p7-imitive  clay.  That  deposit  varies  in 
thickness  from  two  feet  generally  to  six  feet ; frequently  more  : in  some  places  ten.  The 
cause  of  that  great  variety  is  owing  to  the  primitive  clay  being  washed  out  in  large  bowls, 
what  we  call  pot-holes,  and  those  pot-holes  have  been  filled  up  in  the  higher  part  of  the 
town  with  sand,  and  occasionally  alluvial  matter.  At  the  lower  part  of  the  town  they 
are  fiUed  with  sand  and  peat. 

4736.  Are  those  pot-holes  filled  up  generally  to  about  the  level  of  the  general  surface 
of  that  primitive  clay  ? — Yes, 

4737.  So  as  to  become  flush  with  the  surface  of  the  clay  ? — Yes  ; and  on  it  rests  the 
deposit,  what  we  call  clay  here.  It  is  not  very  good  clay  ; it  is  in  some  parts  stronger 
than  in  others.  This  section  will  give  you  some  idea  of  it  {handing  in  the  same).  Thei‘e 
are  deposits  of  sand  among  it,  so  that  it  is  not  altogether  solid  clay. 

4738.  The  upper  surface,  partly  clay  and  partly  loam,  is  traversed  by  beds  of  sand  and 
gravel  ? — Yes.  This  is  merely  an  eye  sketch,  but  I found  the  stratification  on  building 
the  new  railway  station,  very  much  bke  what  is  represented  here  ; and  after  we  levelled 
down,  we  put  concrete  and  built  on  the  bowls.  Many  of  those  pot-holes  are  thirty  feet 
deep,  and  we  did  not  go  down  to  the  bottom  of  them. 

4739.  What  term  would  you  employ  to  designate  generally  the  upper  formation  1 — 
Yellow  or  brick  clay,  that  is,  sand  and  clay  mixed. 

4740.  Would  that  upper  formation  be  a dry  soil? — No,  it  is  wet.  The  moisture,  which 
falls  on  the  surface,  percolates  through  it,  and  many  of  those  bowls  are  full  of  water ; 
others  are  not ; therefore  we  have  no  difiiculty  in  getting  water  generally  in  the  town  ; 
but  there  are  so  many  privies  and  ash-pits,  that  the  water  is  not  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be 
on  that  account. 

4741.  You  mean  to  say  that  the  water  in  these  pot-holes  is  contaminated  by  the 
percolation  of  rain  water  charged  with  excrements  ? — Charged  with  the  excrements  from 
the  privies,  ash-pits,  dung-pits,  and  other  contaminating  matters. 

4742.  Is  the  soil  generally  spongy  and  damp  1 — You  may  consider  Newcastle  as  built 
upon  a sponge.  It  is  not  altogether  exactly  as  I have  described.  In  building  the  new 
prison  (this  is  the  section  from  New  Bridge  Street  down  to  the  gaol),  at  this  part  there 
were  no  pot-holes. 

4743.  The  gaol  stands  upon  what  you  call  the  primitive  clay,  without  any  deposit  or 
other  formation  between  ? — Yes.  Taking  a transverse  section  again  fi-om  Erick  Burn, 
which  runs  down  past  the  gaol,  across  Pandon  Dean,  and  beyond  Argyle  Street,  there  is  a 
deposit  there. 

4744.  Does  the  stratification  to  which  you  have  alluded  prevail  over  the  generality  of 
Newcastle  ? — Generally  it  does. 

4745.  Are  there  many  exceptions  like  that  of  the  gaol,  where  the  primitive  or  blue  clay 
comes  to  the  surface  ? — Very  few.  I only  know  that  one. 

4746.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  the  character  of  the  ground  about  the  market  ? — That  was 
a very  deep  ravine  originally,  filled  up  with  the  deposit  of  the  town  to  a very  great 
depth  ; forty  feet,  or  somewhere  thereabouts,  Mr.  Grainger  had  to  go  down  for  a founda- 
tion. I made  the  design  for  the  market,  and  that  enabled  me  to  know.  We  built  the 
market  on  the  surface  of  this  deposit. 

4747.  {Ghairma/n.)  When  you  say  “the  deposit,”  you  mean  ashes,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing  ? — Yes. 

4748.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  that  the  case  also  with  Clayton  Street  ? — No. 

4749.  Is  it  the  case  with  Grainger  Street? — Yes,  a good  deal  of  it.  The  ravine  rims 
in  that  direction.  Some  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  foundations  are  not  less  than  twenty  or  thirty 
feet  there. 

4750.  Are  the  foundations  very  dry  ? — No,  the  foundations  themselves  are  not  dry. 
Mr.  Grainger  filled  up  part  of  that  valley  with  the  excavations  of  the  foundations,  but 
previously  to  that  it  had  been  filled  up  with  the  depo.sit  of  the  town. 

4751.  {Chairman.)  That  deposit  would  be  dry,  however? — Perfectly  dry.  In  Dean 
Street  it  was  a deep  ravine ; it  has  been  filled  up  in  the  same  manner. 

4752.  With  refuse  and  ashes  ? — Yes. 

4753.  {Mr.  Si/mon.)  What  should  you  think  of  the  drainage  of  Clayton  Street  in  the 
basements  ? — Clayton  Street  is  built  on  the  yellow  or  brick  clay  generally. 

4754.  Are  there  any  pot-holes  there? — All  over  it.  That  is  the  reason  why  there  is 
such  a great  variety  in  the  depth  of  the  yellow  clay  there. 

4755.  Just  look  at  this  plan,  which  has  been  pi’oduced  by  Mr.  Grainger;  where  did 
this  ravine  run  ? — {The  witness  -pointed  out  tlte  same.) 

4756.  Beginning  from  Newgate  Street? — Yes  ; and  all  this  was  filled  ii])  with 
ashes,  and  those  things  from  the  town. 

4757.  Along  Clayton  Street  what  is  it? — That  is  all  clay. 
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4758.  (Chairman.)  What  is  it  at  Eldon  Square? — That  is  all  yellow  clay,  too.  I made 
the  plans  for  Eldon  Square  before  it  was  built. 

4759.  What  is  Cardiol  Street  on? — On  the  yellow  clay.  The  whole  of  the  town  is  of 
that  formation  with  the  exception  of  about  the  gaol  and  the  Sand  hill,  and  the  Quay  side. 

4760.  And  Sandgate? — Yes,  building  a house  just  about  there  (showing  the  same),  I 
found  the  old  Quay  Wall,  and  all  this  part  of  the  Quay  side  was  deposit  from  the  ships, 
and  Sandgate  the  same — all  sand  and  gravel. 

4761.  That  extends  some  little  way  up  the  hill  ? — It  extends  to  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

4762.  What  may  be  the  height  of  that? — The  foot  of  the  Side  is  eight  feet  above  high 
water. 

4763.  The  depth  of  the  strong  loam  varies  from  two  to  six  feet  ? — I have  known  it 
more  than  ten,  but  generally  not  more  than  six.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the  formation 
of  those  pot-holes. 

4764.  Is  the  upper  or  yellow  clay  considerably  retentive  of  water? — Yes,  pretty  well. 
Some  parts  are  very  retentive,  and  other  parts  less  so. 

4765.  Speaking  generally  of  Newcastle,  do  you  think  that  under-ground  dwellings, 
cellars,  and  the  foundations  of  houses  would  be  inclined  to  be  decidedly  damp?— Yes, 
generally,  I think  they  would,  unless  there  was  proper  precaution  taken. 

4766.  Where  the  walls  were  in  contact  with  the  clay  or  loam  around,  you  think  that 
they  vrould  be  decidedly  damp  ? — Decidedly.  The  common  practice  now  in  building  is 
to  put  air  vents  round  the  buildings  ; at  least,  I have  done  so  for  these  twenty  years,  so 
as  not  to  abowthe  soil  to  touch  the  walls  or  foundations  at  all. 

47  67.  Where  have  you  built  any  houses  yourself  in  this  town  ? — The  gaol,  the  station, 
St.  Thomas’s  Church,  St.  Peter’s  Church,  the  markets,  &c. 

4768.  Descending  to  residences? — My  practice  is  a great  deal  in  the  country.  I have 
built  a great  many  gentlemen’s  houses  in  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham, 
in  the  counties  of  Lincolnshire  and  Che.shire  too,  and  even  at  Windsor. 

4769.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  natm-e  of  the  modern  structures  in  this  town  ? — Small 
villas  I have  had  very  little  to  do  with.  It  has  generally  been  with  buildings  on  a 
large  scale. 

4770.  With  regard  to  the  contamination  of  the  water  in  these  pot-holes,  what  is  your 
opinion  ? — The  privies  in  this  town  generally  empty  themselves  into  ash-pits,  and  the 
ash-pits  are  generally  about  two  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  court-yards,  and  in  wet 
weather,  of  course,  that  stuff  must  percolate  through  into  those  holes. 

4771.  Do  those  holes  get  full  of  water? — Not  full,  but  almost  aU  the  water  that  falls 
must  get  there.  I do  not  think  that  privies  are  a very  desirable  thing  to  have  in  the 
town,  if  they  can  be  avoided. 

4772.  Supposing  you  had  a complete  system  of  sewerage  in  Newcastle,  do  you  think 
you  could  get  ]mre  drinking  water  out  of  those  pot-holes  ? — I am  afraid  not,  after 
Dr.  Richardson’s  statement. 

4773.  (Mr.  Simon.)  You  think  it  would  be  very  hard? — The  water  is  very  hard,  no 
doubt. 

4774.  (Chairman.)  Look  at  this  statement  and  see  if  it  be  a correct  statement  of  the 
levels  in  this  town  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

4775.  (Mr.  Simon.)  On  what  do  you  suppose  that  the  foundations  of  the  houses  rest 
about  Clayton  Street  ? — Upon  the  yellow  clay,  and  where  there  have  been  under-ground 
kitchens  made,  sometimes  they  have  cut  through  the  yellow  clay,  and  got  to  the  blue 
clay,  or  into  the  other  deposit  in  the  pot-holes,  such  as  sand  and  other  alluvial  matter. 

4776.  They  would  be  liable  then  to  a good  deal  of  dampness  ? — No  doubt  of  it ; but  in 
Mr.  Grainger’s  buildings,  fronting  the  streets,  you  have  generally  areas,  which  prevent 
that  in  a great  measure.  On  the  other  side  of  the  house,  I do  not  laiow  that  Mr.  Grainger 
has,  in  every  instance,  air  vents,  but  there  is  always  a space  left  between  the  trench  and 
the  wall,  for  dry  stones  to  be  put  in,  and  that  answers  the  purpose  pretty  well. 

4777.  (Chairman.)  I see  that  the  lowest  street  which  you  appear  to  have  in  Newcastle 
is  the  Close  ? — Yes  ; that  is  generally  about  five  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water. 

4778.  When  you  say  high  water,  do  you  mean  ordinary  high  water  ? — No ; spring 
tides  high  water. 

4779.  The  foot  of  the  Side  is  about  eight  feet  above  high  water  ? — Yes. 

4780.  And  what  is  about  the  level  of  Sandgate  ? — Sandgate  varies  ; the  we.st  end  of 
Sandgate  is  about  eight  or  ten  feet  above  high  water. 

4781.  And  how  low  is  the  lowest  or  east  end  ? — The  east  end  will  not  be  quite  so 
much.  It  will  be  about  seven  feet,  I should  say.  I have  not  levelled  that,  so  I cannot 
say  positively.  I am  speaking  of  the  street  of  Sandgate. 

4782.  It  will  be  higher,  then,  in  the  New  Road,  Sandgate? — Yes;  there  is  an 
immense  hill  there. 

4783.  What  is  the  level  of  the  Quay  above  high  water  spring  tides  ? — About  six  feet ; 
scarcely  so  much  ; from  five  to  six  feet.  The  east  end  of  it,  which  runs  into  Sandgate 
is  higher. 

4784.  It  is  about  the  level  of  the  Close  then  ? — Yes,  a little  higher,  perhaps. 

4785.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  sewers? — Not  a great  deal;  the  sewers  that  I 
have  used  in  Newcastle  have  been  of  the  egg  form ; they  were  put  in  about  six  years  ago 
at  the  station  in  Nevile  Street. 
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4786.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  sewer  in  Collingwood  Street? — Yes,  I have 
seen  it ; it  is  an  old  sewer,  a flat-bottomed  sewer,  and  that  sewer  which  I speak  of  in 
Neville  Street  runs  into  it ; that  is  the  reason  why  my  attention  was  directed  to  it. 

4787.  Have  you  been  into  tlie  sewer  in  Collingwood  Sti’eet? — Yes. 

4788.  How  did  you  find  it  ? — Tlmre  was  a little  deposit,  not  much.  I had  to  I'un  a 
drain  into  it  from  Neville  Hall,  as  we  call  it,  near  the  Literary  Society ; and  of  course  I 
went  down  to  look  at  the  sewer,  and  fijimd  three  or  four  inches  of  deposit  in  it.  A heav}^ 
rain  would  of  course  cleanse  all  that. 

4789.  I think  you  said  that  you  had  not  had  much  to  do  Avith  building  small  houses 
here  ? — No. 

4790.  Nor  do  you  probably  know  much  about  them  ? — I do  not  at  all. 

4791.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  which  you  wish  us  to  take  your  evidence? — No. 

4792.  (JJr.  Town  Clerk.)  I suppose  you  ascertained  the  levels  of  those  streets  by 
measuring  them  ? — Yes,  I had  them  all  levelled  ; I did  not  level  them  all  myself,  but  I had 
them  levelled  at  the  time  when  the  new  raihvay  was  projected.  We  took  the  levels  on 
that  account.  I may  state  that  since  the  formation  of  the  viaduct  through  Newcastle,  I 
myself  paid  800  families  compensation  in  respect  of  the  houses  that  we  pulled  down,  and 
those  families  must  have  got  houses  at  the  Avestern  part  of  the  toAvn.  8o  far  the  town  is 
much  better. 

4793.  You  dispossessed  800  families? — Yes. 

4794.  They  were  not  located  in  the  choicest  part  of  the  toAvn  ? — No ; in  Castle  Garth, 
and  on  the  line  of  the  viaduct  through  the  town. 

4795.  {Ghairman.)  How  many  houses  Avould  those  800  families  have  occupied  ? — I do 
not  knoAA^ ; I cannot  say  that,  exactly. 


Mr.  Tho.aias  Bryson,  savoi-u. 

4796.  (M-r.  Simon.)  Last  night,  by  the  order  of  the  town  surveyor,  you  examined  the 
state  of  the  seAvers  at  that  part  of  Clayton  Street  Avhere  it  is  crossecl  by  Fenkle  Street, 
did  you  not  ? — Yes. 

4797.  In  Avhat  condition  did  you  find  the  sew^er  in  that  locality  ? — The  main  sewer  is 
filled  up  to  some  considerable  extent  Avhere  it  crosses  Fenkle  Street. 

r 4798.  With  Avhat  was  it  filled  iip  ? — Principally  Avith  liquid  animal  and  vegetable 
decomposing  matter. 

4799.  How  deep  Avas  that  deposit  at  its  deepest  part? — One  foot  eight  inches,  perhap.s. 

4800.  (Chairman.)  For  hoAv  far  did  that  silting  up  extend  ? — It  diminishes  back  as  far 
as  about  the  Clayton  Arms. 

4801.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Whereabouts  is  the  Clayton  Arms  ? — Towmrds  Market  Street, 
here.  (The  witness  pointed  mit  the  sa)ne.) 

4802.  Is  it  100  yards  from  the  crossing  of  Fenkle  Street  up  to  the  Clayton  Arms? 
— Yes.  Perhaps  90. 

4803.  You  examined  also  tlie  condition  of  the  sewer  Avhich  leads  from  Nelson  Street 
into  Grainger  Street  and  turns  round  the  corner  of  Grainger  Street  into  Market  Street  ? 
—Yes. 

4804.  In  wdiat  condition  did  you  find  that  ? — Theie  is  a strong  running  stream,  a strong 
current  of  sewage  Avater,  and  some  of  the  bottom  of  the  sewer  is  turned  up  and  obstructing 
the  passage  of  the  Avater. 

4805.  Would  that  allow  the  contents  of  the  seAver  to  soak  into  tlie  soil  ? — It  possibly 
might. 

4806.  Were  some  of  the  contents  of  the  seAver  stopped  by  this  leakage  of  the  bottom  ? 
— It  certainly  Avas  dammed  up  to  the  altitude  of  the  po.sition  of  the  bottom. 

4807.  (Cha  irrna  n.)  Hoav  high  was  that  ? — I did  not  guage  the  head.  In  all  probability 
it  might  be  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches. 

4808.  (3fr.  Simon.)  Was  it  the  same  sort  of  deposit  as  in  the  other  case  ? — Not  at  all 
it  Avas  just  seAvage  Avater  Avith  veiy  little  heavy  liallast,  and  Avhat  there  was  Avas  a gra\'el 
ballast,  not  at  all  tlie  same  material  as  was  found  in  the  other. 

4-809.  Not  deposit  ? — No,  but  a pond  Avitli  heavy  graAml  at  the  bottom. 

4810.  What  Avas  the  exact  position  in  Avhich  you  found  it  ? — From  the  end  of  Nelson 
Street,  so  far  along  Grainger  Street  to  Avhere  it  turns  doAvn  into  Market  Street. 


Mr.  Thomas  Jenkins,  sAvorn. 

481  L (31r.  Simon.)  You  were  inspector  of  nuisances  in  this  town  during  the  three  and 
three-quarter  years  finm  December  1848  to  the  mid<lle  of  1852  ? — I Avas  not  all  that  time 
inspector.  There  Avas  an  interval  betAAmen  the  times  of  my  being  so,  and  anotlier  officer 
was  appointed.  I Avent  aAvay,  and  left  the  toAvn  ; tliat  is  why  the  books  are  Avanting. 

4812.  During  the  times  in  Avliich  you  acted,  were  you  iiis})ector  for  the  Avhole  town,  or 
for  part  of  it  only  ?— At  first  I Avas  inspector  for  the  northern  part,  including  Ouse  Burn, 
Ballast  Hills,  and  Lii  ne  Street,  and  all  down  the  ea.st  of  the  Ouse. 

4813.  (Chairman.)  Did  it  include  All  Saints? — Yes,  the  northern  district 

S « 
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Mr.  T.  Jenkins.  4814.  {Mr.  Simon)  Pandon  and  Sandgate  ? — No. 

4815.  All  Saints  east? — Yes,  it  included  the  northern  district  of  the  parish,  and 

28th  Jan.  1854.  Andrew’s  and  Byker;  Byker  Town,  and  Byker  Hill,  and  Quality  Row ; St.  Peter’s 
Quay,  and  so  on. 

4816.  {Chairman.)  All  the  north  and  east  ? — Yes. 

4817.  But  St.  Nicholas,  and  St.  John,  and  All  Saints  generally,  were  out  of  your 
jurisdiction  ? — -Yes,  they  were  then. 

4818.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  afterwards  act  for  any  larger  district? — Yes,  I acted  for 
the  whole  town  after  that. 

4819.  So  that,  during  that  period,  you  became  familiar  with  the  habitations  of  the 
poorer  classes  generally  ? — Yes. 

4820.  We  have  a great  many  of  your  I'eports  before  us,  and  I believe  some  more  are 
to  come  ? — Yes. 

4821.  You  are  now  relieving  officer  ? — Yes,  for  All  Saints. 

4822.  When  were  you  appointed  to  that  office? — I was  appointed  in  1852,  two  years 
ago. 

4823.  In  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office  also,  have  you  had  occasion  to  visit  the 
poorer  inhabitants  generally  ? — Yes. 

4824.  Do  you  recollect  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  when  you  were 
inspector  of  nuisances  ? — Yes. 

4825.  Did  you,  while  you  were  acting  as  relieving  officer  last  summer,  find  any 
alteration  of  the  condition  of  those  rooms  from  what  they  had  been  in  some  years 
previously,  when  you  were  acting  as  inspector  of  nuisances? — Not  in  the  condition  of  the 
rooms  ; but  in  Sandgate  I considered  that  there  had  been  an  improvement  in  the  lanes 
and  the  streets. 

4826.  In  what  respect  ? — In  flagging.  There  was  no  fiagging  in  Sandgate.  There  was 
not  a foot-path  there  formerly. 

4827.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  How  long  since? — Three  or  fom-  years  ago.  Since  that  flagging 
has  been  put  down  in  Sandgate.  Formerly  there  was  no  water  in  the  lanes,  and  there  has 
been  water  put  in  since  that. 

4828.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  know  many  parts  of  the  town  in  which  there  is  a great 
absence  of  privies,  and  in  which  the  poor  sufter  from  the  want  of  that  accommodation  ? — 
I do,  especially  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

4829.  What  do  you  find  is  usual  in  consequence  of  that  ? — The  consequence  is,  that  the 
inhabitants  deposit  the  filth  in  the  lanes,  and  throw  it  out  of  the  windows  sometimes. 

4830.  Do  they  keep  a great  deal  of  that  filth  in  their  rooms  ? — For  a length  of  time  ; 
sometimes  for  three  or  four  days  together.  They  have  a large  pail,  or  something  of  that 
kind,  to  keep  it  in. 

4831.  Do  you  find  that  the  rooms  are  often  rendered  offensive  in  that  way? — 
Decidedly  so. 

4832.  Did  you  find  that  the  rooms  of  the  poorer  classes  in  the  months  of  August  and 
September  last  were  in  a filthy  state  before  the  whitewashing  began  ? — Yes. 

4833.  Before  the  cholera  broke  out  ? — Yes. 

4834.  Take  the  whole  month  of  August  ? — They  were  extremely  filthy  ; a good  part 
of  the  houses  in  Stockbridge,  and  Sandgate,  and  Mount  Pleasant,  and  so  on. 

4835.  And  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  about  the  Close  and  Castle  Garth  ? — I had 
nothing  to  do  with  that  locality  in  August  and  September  last  year. 

4836.  Can  you  speak  to  Pandon  ? — Yes. 

4837.  Was  it  filthy  ? — Yes. 

4838.  Can  you  speak  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Gibson  Street  ? — Yes. 

4839.  Was  it  in  a filthy  state? — There  the  drainage  is  very  insufficient,  and  the  privies 
are  in  a bad  state. 

4840.  About  the  Ouse  Burn,  were  they  filthy? — Yes. 

484<1.  Quality  Row,  and  places  there? — Yes,  Quahty  Row  is  extremely  in  want  of 
drainage. 

4842.  At  present,  I am  speaking  about  the  interiors,  the  rooms  ? — There  are  some  very 
clean,  and  others,  on  the  contrary,  are  in  a filthy  state.  That  locality  is  almost  aU 
populated  by  English  mechanics,  and  other  parties,  who  do  keep  the  houses  clean.  On 
the  other  hand,  where  there  is  a population  principally  of  Irish,  immediately  the  place  is 
filthy.  They  generally  drive  the  English  out  when  they  get  into  a lane,  and  take 
possession  of  it. 

4843.  Speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  habitations  of  the  poor  generally,  should  you 
say  that,  about  that  time,  they  were  very  much  in  want  of  cleansing  and  limewashing  ? 
— I should  say  that  they  were ; I think  so. 

4844.  And  that  the  poorer  classes  were  sufiering  from  the  absence  of  privy 
accommodation  ? — Yes. 

4845.  Had  they  ash-pits  sufficiently? — There  was  a great  difficulty  at  one  time  in 
getting  the  ash-pits  emptied. 

4846.  First  of  aU,  were  there  districts  in  which  thev  suflered fr om  the  want  of  ash-pits? 
--Yes. 

4847.  To  a great  extent  ? — Yes. 
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4848.  What  happened  from  that  want  of  ash-pits  ? — They  generally  took  the  ashes  to  Mr.  T.  Jenkins. 

the  street,  and  the  corporation  cart  used  to  go  round  about  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  

morning,  and  pass  down  the  street,  and  carry  the  I’efuse  away.  But  sometimes  tlie  ’ 28th  ./ an.  1854. 
corporation  cart  got  away  before  the  people  were  up,  and  then  it  was  thrown  down  in 

the  lanes. 

4849.  If  you  take  such  a neighbourhood  as  that  of  Sandgate,  where  the  entries  are 
long,  would  the  people  generally  take  the  trouble  to  carry  their  ashes  down  to  the  end 
of  the  passage  ? — Yes,  they  generally  do. 

4850.  In  the  neighbourhood  about  Quality  Row,  used  the  cart  to  go  round  regularly? 

— I do  not  think  so  ; I never  saw  it  there. 

4851.  In  the  places  where  ash-pits  and  privies  existed  in  the  houses  of  the  poor  people, 
say  about  Lime  Street,  about  St.  Lawrence,  about  Pandon,  and  elsewhere  where  they  had 
got  such  things,  did  you  find  that  the  privies  and  ash-pits  were  regmlarly  emptied  ? — No  ; 
many  times  they  were  overflowing. 

4852.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  regulation  for  emptying  privies  and  ash- 
pits there  ? — None  that  I am  aware  of 

4853.  Were  the  people  left  to  empty  them  when  they  chose  to  empty  them? — Yes. 

4854.  Do  you  find  that,  in  those  I’espects,  it  is  very  much  the  same  as  when  you  used 
to  be  the  inspector  of  nuisances  ? — Yes,  with  regard  to  the  east  part  of  the  town  it  is. 

4855.  When  you  were  an  inspector  of  nuisances,  used  you  to  represent  these  things  to 
the  board  of  guardians  ? — I did. 

4856.  And  in  those  cases  the  board  of  guardians  proceeded  to  remedy  them? — Yes. 

4857.  You  spoke  of  the  drainage  being  bad  in  parts  of  your  district ; are  there  many 
places  where  the  drains  are  complained  of? — There  is  a good  deal  of  the  drainage  not 
well  constructed. 

4858.  Are  there  many  parts  of  your  district  where  there  are  no  drains  under  the 
ground,  but  only  gutters  over  the  ground  ? — Yes. 

4859.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Quality  Row  and  that  piece  of  ground  just  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Ouse  Burn,  are  there  gutters  or  drains  ? — Gutters. 

4860.  Is  there  much  filth  in  them? — They  are  very  offensive  indeed,  and  much 
complained  of 

4861.  On  the  other  side  of  the  way,  about  Lime  Street  ? — There  are  gutters  there  too. 

4862.  Do'you  know  whether  there  are  drains  also  underground? — I cannot  speak  to 
that. 

4863.  Do  these  drains  that  are  above  the  ground  contain  all  sorts  of  filth? — In  Lime 
Street  they  are  frequently  swept ; in  Quality  Row  they  never  are  cleansed.  Indeed,  I 
do  not  remember  but  once  or  twice  the  parties  doing  it. 

4864.  In  these  neighbourhoods,  where  you  find  all  sorts  of  things  in  drains  above  the 
ground,  and  on  the  surface  of  the  pavement,  do  you  suppose  that  the  poor  people  throw 
them  there  wantonly,  or  for  want  of  proper  accommodation  ? — I consider  it  is  for  want 
of  proper  accommodation  in  good  part ; others  do  it  wilfully. 

4865.  Are  there  any  nuisances  in  your  district  arising  from  slaughter-houses  or  pigs, 
or  from  any  offensive  trades,  triperies  or  tanneries,  or  anything  of  the  sort  ? — There  are 
some  ; there  is  a tripe  place  in  Sandgate,  which  I consider  a very  serious  nuisance. 

4866.  When  you  were  an  inspector  of  nuisances,  was  that  ever  complained  of  as  a 
nuisance  ? — Yes  ; and  we  caused  the  place  to  be  all  cleaned  out. 

4867.  Has  it  continued  to  be  a nuisance  to  the  present  time  ?— It  is  still  there,  and  it 
is  surrounded  by  a dense  population  of  Irish  inhabitants,  amongst  whom  there  is  a great 
deal  of  sickness.  Indeed,  now  there  is  a corpse  lying  in  the  same  locality,  the  paidy 
having  died  suddenly  yesterday. 

4868.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  establishment  of  the  same  kind? — There  are  other 
establishments  in  Sandgate,  but  they  are  conducted  in  a more  cleanly  manner  than  the 
others  are. 

4869.  Are  there  any  public  privies  in  your  district? — Yes. 

4870.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  these  privies  ? — I am. 

4871.  Are  they  cleanly? — Yes,  I consider  that  they  are  cleanly,  especially  that  one  at 
the  Stockbridge.  It  has  been  remedied  lately,  and  put  into  a better  state  ; it  used  to  be 
in  a very  filthy  state.  Sometime  s there  was  not  sufficient  current  to  carry  away  the 
matter  which  was  put  there  ; and  it  used  to  accumulate  for  two  or  three,  cart-loads 
together,  and  was  very  much  complained  of 

4872.  {Chairman.')  Was  it  always  lighted  ? — Yes,  at  nights. 

4873.  {Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  find  any  complaints  of  these  public  privies,  that  they  are 
nuisances  in  any  respect? — Not  at  present.  Latterly  I have  observed  that  the  public 

■ privies  have  been  very  well  attended  to ; I believe  that  generally  the  coiqioration  men 
clean  them  out  and  cleanse  them. 

4874.  Are  you  aware  that  duiing  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  last  year,  certain 
houses  were  shut  up  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — Yes. 

4875.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  them  have  been  re-opened,  and  are  now  inhabited 
again  ? — Yes. 

4876.  Was  that  the  case  with  Mitchisons  Buildings,  in  the  New  Road? — I believe 
it  was. 
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4877.  Is  Mitchison’s  Buildings  now  in  a Ijetter  condition  than  it  was  before  ? — Not 
a bit. 

4878.  Do  you  believe  it  now  to  be  unlit  for  human  habitation? — I do,  decidedly. 

4879.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  houses  that  have  been  opened  which  were  closed? — 
Not  that  I am  aware  of  There  are  some,  I believe,  which  have  been  opened  lately ; 
indeed,  I know  some  where  the  door  has  been  broken  open  and  the  Irish  have  entered 
again,  whether  the  landlord  will  or  not.  One  in  Nag’s  Head  Alley,  I believe,  has  been  opened. 

4880.  Does  the  landlord  get  no  rent  from  them  ? — I believe  they  have  been  put  out 
since  that.  I believe  the  landlord  has  looked  after  them,  and  put  them  out. 

4881.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  state  of  the  walls  in  Mitchison’s  Buildings  ? — -Very 
filthy  indeed,  damp.  There  have  been  four  or  live  cases  of  fever  where  the  ])arties  have 
died  there,  since  the  cholera,  out  of  those  houses  alone. 

4882.  What  makes  the  walls  damp  ? — It  is  a long  way  below  the  level  of  the  street 
and  the  level  of  the  yard.  The  place  is  all  surrounded  with  filth  ; the  floor  of  the  houses 
is  quite  damp  from  being  so  far  below  the  level  of  the  surface  ; I should  say  it  is  two 
feet  or  thereabouts  below  the  level  of  tlie  street. 

4883.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  You  have  fever  there,  almost  always,  have  you  not  ? — Yes  ; there 
is  almost  always  fever  in  that  locality. 

4884.  (Chairman.)  It  was  shut  i;p  during  the  cholera  time? — Yes. 

4885.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Is  Dublin  Terrace  within  your  district  ? — Yes. 

4886.  Was  it  shut  up  ? — I believe  there  were  some  of  the  rooms  shut  u[). 

4887.  Is  it  re-opened  now  ? — It  is,  part  of  it. 

4888.  Do  you  consider  that  lo  be  a wholesome  place  ? — Decidedly  not ; I consider  it 
one  of  the  worst  places  in  the  town  that  I am  aware  of ; a place  Avhere  we  always  have 
sickness. 

4889.  When  you  acted  as  insjiector  of  nuisances  for  the  Avhole  town,  in  the  year  1852, 
did  you  find  many  bad  localities  in  the  other  parts  of  it ; were  the  courts  about  NcAVgate 
Street  bad  ? — Some  were  ; some  houses  in  Tajdor’s  Court  Avere  sometimes  in  a very 
filthy  state. 

4890.  Pudding  Chare? — Pudding  Chare  aatis  sometimes  filthy  ; and  Rosemary  Lane. 

4891.  Do  you  knoAV  of  any  dAvellings  of  the  poorer  classes  Avithin  Ihe  limits  of  the 
borough,  Avhich  Avere  clean,  and  A\diich  had  proper  i)i'ivy  accommodation,  and  Avater 
supply  and  drainage? — What  period  are  you  speaking  of? 

4892.  Either  then  or  now  ? — I do  think  that  there  is  a want  of  both  ; a great  Avant  ol 
j>rivy  accommodation.  I cannot  speak  genei-ally  to  the  state  of  the  toAvn  noAV,  as  I am 
confined  to  one  di.strict.  I Avish  to  speak  to  that  district,  and  that  alone. 

4893.  Do  you  think  that  your  district  Avas  better  in  Aiigust  1853,  than  in  August 
1849  ? — Not  Avith  regai'd  to  the  dAvelliup'-rooms. 

4894.  {Cha.irma n.)  In  paAdng  and  Avater  su])ply  you  have  said  it  Avas  ? — Yes. 

4895.  Are  there  any  parts  still  unpaA'ed  in  Pandon,  and  about  there? — Pandon  has 
been  re-paAmtl  only  lately. 

4896.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  find  that  the  }>aving  about  tlie  Ouse  Burn  Avas  better  in 
August,  1853,  than  in  August,  1849  ? — In  Avhat  part? 

4897.  About  Lime  Street,  a1)out  Ouse  Street,  about  the  other  side  of  the  river,  about 
Quality  Row  and  the  neighbourhood  ? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  paving  in  Quality 
Roaa^  ; but  there  is  genei-ally  a deposit  of  ashes  deposited  there  by  the  inhabitants  for 
Avant  of  accommodntion. 

4898.  Is  Sliield  Field  in  your  district? — Yes. 

4899.  In  what  condition  Avas  it  last  August? — Since  last  August  there  has  been  a great 
deal  done  in  paAung  and  flagging,  although  there  are  several  streets  there  in  a very  filthy 
state  now,  from  the  Avant  of  paving  and  other  accommodation,  especially  the  neAV  streets 
Avhich  are  nov>^  being  built,  Avhich  have  got  tenanted. 

4900.  Which  streets  are  they  ? — There  is  Canada  Street,  it  is  not  paved. 

4901.  And  there  are  lanes  in  a filtliy  state  at  the  present  time  for  Avant  of  pave- 
ment?— Yes.  There  are  some  cases  of  fever  there.  I had  some  the  other  day.  I could 
scarcely  get  across. 

4902.  (Chairman.)  If  it  ever  has  been  paved,  it  has  become  unpaved  again  ? — I do  not 
think  it  ever  has  been  paved.  I knoAV  the  locality. 

(Mr.  Ingledetv.)  Canada  Street  is  very  properly  drained.  I was  concerned  Avith  every 
house  there  ; thei’e  is  a main  drain,  and  a very  efficient  one. 

4903.  (Mr.  Simon.)  As  to  paving  hoAV  is  it  ? — The  paving  goes  on  as  the  houses  are 
built  on  both  sides. 

4904.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Jenkins.)  What  streets  were  you  alluding  to  as  unpaved  ; you 
seem  to  have  made  a mistake  as  regards  Canada  Street  ? — I should  haAm  said  Barker  Street, 
not  Canada  Street  ; and  there  is  Franklin  Street,  and  another  street  Avhich  is  not  yet  named. 

4905.  HoweA'er  there  are  some  streets  there  Avduch  are  uiq)aved  ? — Yes. 

4906.  (To  Mr.  Ingledeu'.)  We  understand  there  are  some  streets  in  that  district  still 
unpaA'ed  ?-^There  is  one  public  passage  in  another  part  of  the  toAvn  Avhich  is  not  properly 
paved. 

4907.  (Mr.  Simcn  to  Mr.  Jenkins.)  Is  Shield  Field  a good  place  noAv  ? — Yes,  generally 
speaking  ; and  the  streets  and  places  there  are  kei)t  clean,  to  Avhat  they  used  to  be.  It 
is  flagged  there  noAV. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


317 


4908.  In  the  neiglibourhood,  which  you  just  now  spoke  of,  on  the  north  side  of  Shield 
Field,  do  you  know  whether  tlie  people  are  provided  with  privies  ? — There  are  privies,  but 
they  are  in  a dilapidated  state.  There  are  private  privies,  but  they  seem  to  be,  I think, 
too  small.  Behind  Franklin  Street  tliere  is  a large  accumulation  ot‘  filth,  where  the 
inhabitants  lay  down  ashes,  and  such  like. 

4909.  {Chairman?)  What  was  the  condition  of  the  road  leading  at  the  bottom  of  We.sley 
Street,  along  by  the  mill,  in  August  1853  ? — I cannot  speak  to  tliat. 


Mr.  George  Grey,  sworn, 

4910.  {Chairman.)  You  are  assistant  overseer  for  one  of  the  parishes  of  this  town  ? — 
Of  All  Saints. 

4911.  Then  I suppose  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  what  the  state  of  that  parish 
was  in  August  1853  ? — Yes,  I have  known  it  for  a great  many  years. 

4912.  What  was  your  impression  of  the  state  of  things,  say  a little  before  the  outbreak 
of  cholera,  as  to  that  parish  generally  ; did  you  find  it  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  in  a 
wholesome  condition  or  otherwise  ? — I think  it  was  better  at  that  time  than  it  had  been 
for  some  years  before. 

4913.  You  tliink  that  it  was  better  in  1853  than  in  1848  and  1849  ? — I think  it  was  ; 
I think  greater  attention  has  been  paid  to  scavenging,  and  paving,  and  draining,  and  all 
these  things,  since  the  fever  of  1 847. 

4914.  In  other  respects  had  the  ventilation  of  tlie  houses  or  the  overcrowding  or  privy 
accommodation  altered  ? — There  was  very  little  alteration  as  to  tliat,  I dare  say. 

4915.  When  you  speak  of  draining  I suppose  you  speak  of  putting  in  sewers  ? — ^Yes  ; 
and  a great  number  of  surface  drains  too  were  put  in. 

4916.  Where  was  the  additional  paving  that  you  allude  to  ; was  it  inSandgate  chiefiy, 
or  in  other  places  ? — In  a number  of  places.  In  kShield  Field  district  more  particularly, 
which  has  been  alluded  to,  there  was  a great  deal  done  in  the  shape  of  paving  before 
1853. 

4917.  Admitting  it  to  have  been  improved  as  compared  with  what  it  Avas  previously,  what 
Avas  the  actual  state  of  Pandon  and  Sando'ate,  as  regards  Avhat  human  habitations  ouMit 
to  be;  do  you  think  it  Avas  Avholesome? — Not  so  good  as  some  places,  though  I by  no 
means  think  that  Sandgate  is  so  bad  a place  as  it  has  been  represented  to  you  to  be  by 
some  people. 

4918.  Take  Pandon,  or  Castlegarth,  then? — I think  there  are  many  courts  in  these 
districts  much  Avorse  than  Sandgate  ; the  lanes  in  Sandgate  are  all  open,  and  eveiy  tide 
sends  a SAveep  of  fresh  air  up  them. 

4919.  Were  there  any  courts  or  entries  about  Pandon  Avhich  you  Avould  think  in  a very 
bad  condition  ? — There  Avere  some  bad  ones  about  Pandon  ; they  have  no  chance  of  being 
ventilated  like  Sandgate,  the  Avind  has  no  chance  t(j  sweep  in  a full  range. 

4920.  In  Sandgate  are  the  entries  Avide  ? — They  are  narrow  entries. 

4921.  In  Pandon  are  they  Avide  ? — They  are  narroAv  in  Pandon  too. 

4922.  In  both  places  do  you  find  the  houses  built  back  to  back? — In  both  places  the}’ 
are  so  built. 

4923.  With  one  of  these  narroAv  entries  in  front  ? — Yes. 

4924.  Were  any  of  them  in  a state  that  you  AV’ould  call  unAvdiolesome  and  filthy  ? — Yes, 
some  of  them  I think  Avere. 

4925.  Was  that  the  case  in  all  these  three  districts,  Sandgate,  Pandon,  and  Castle  Garth, 
or  only  in  some  one  or  more  of  them  ? — I should  say  that  there  AAmre  some  places  in  all  of 
them  that  probably  deserved  that  character  of  not  being  Avholesome. 

4926.  Have  you  any  otlier  statement  Avhich  you  Avish  to  make? — I have  nothing  to  say 
further. 

4927.  (ilfr.  Town  Clerk.)  Was  the  mortality  equally  great  in  Sandgate  as  in  other 
parts  ? — No,  it  Avas  not  so  great  in  Sandgate  as  in  some  other  parts,  nothing  like  it ; it 
was  nothing  like  so  great  as  in  St.  John’s  parish,  little  more  than  half 

4928.  (Mr.  Mason.)  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  coinplaints  as  to  the  quality  of  the  Avater 
during  the  ]>eriod  of  the  e])idemic  ? — Yes,  I heard  many  complaints  of  it. 

4929.  (Cladrman.)  What  was  the  nature  of  the  complaints? — That  the  Avater  was  A^eiy 
bad. 

4930.  From  Avliom  did  you  hear  it? — From  various  persons  all  about. 

4931.  Did  they  say  anything  more  than  that  it  Avas  bad? — I have  heard  some  persons 
say  that  it  had  a very  bad  smell,  though  I never  felt  it ; Ave  used  the  Avater  in  our  house 
all  the  time,  and  I never  noticed  tliat  it  had  a bad  smell. 

4932.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk?)  You  speak  of  some  of  the  houses  in  your  district  being- 
unwholesome  and  filthy,  what  class  of  inhabitants  are  there  in  those  houses  ? — Most  of 
them  are  occupied  by  Irish. 

4933.  If  you  could  clean  their  houses  for  them  one  day,  in  Avhat  state  AYOuld  they  be 
the  next  ? — I cannot  speak  as  to  that. 

4934.  You  can  give  an  opinion  ? — I never  saAv  their  houses  clean. 
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4935.  From  your  observation  of  their  habits  do  you  think  they  would  keep  their 
houses  clean  if  they  were  made  so  ? — I have  reason  to  doubt  very  much  that  they  would 
from  what  I have  seen  of  their  habits.  I remember  a number  of  their  houses  l^eing  lime- 
washed  at  the  time  of  the  fever  in  1847,  and  I had  occasion  to  be  in  them  not  very  long 
afterwards,  and  I did  not  see  that  there  was  much  improvement.  Some  of  the  white 
remained,  but  the  dirt  abounded. 

4936.  (i/r.  Simon.)  Have  you  seen  the  same  thing  done  since  ? — I do  not  recollect 
having  seen  it  since. 

4937.  Till  the  time  of  the  cholera  ? — I have  not  had  much  to  do  with  it  since  that  time. 
In  1847  I had  to  employ  whitewashers. 

4938.  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  these  people,  have  they  sufficient  privy  and  ash- 
pit accommodation  ? — No  ; they  have  not. 

4939.  Supposing  you  were  not  only  to  clean  the  houses  of  these  people  for  them,  but 
also  to  provide  for  them  sufficient  privy  and  ash-pit  accommodation,  so  that  they  should  not 
be  obliged  to  keep  kits  in  their  rooms,  and  to  throw  their  ashes  and  refuse  about,  do  you 
think  then  that  their  houses  would  soon  become  dirty  again  ? — I think  they  would  be 
lietter  ; but  I have  frequently,  when  I have  been  amongst  them,  had  reason  to  complain 
and  find  fault  with  them,  that  they  have  had  a good  deal  standing  about  that  might  have 
been  taken  away  by  the  carts  that  went  round. 

4940.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  do  you  think  that  the  cart  coming  round  gives  them  all  the 
opportunity  that  is  to  be  desired  for  getting  rid  of  the  filth  ? — I thought  that  they 
ought  to  have  greater  facilities  ; and  I mentioned  it  to  the  mayor  last  year,  and  the  cart 
since  that  has  gone  round  twice  in  the  day  ; morning  and  evening,  1 believe  it  goes 
I'ound  now. 

4941.  {Chairman.)  It  would  be  better  if  they  had  no  occasion  for  the  cart  at  all,  I 
suppose,  but  if  they  had  privies  and  ash-pits  of  their  own  ? — It  would  be  better,  though 
I have  seen  instances  where  there  are  privies  attached  to  tenemented  property,  where 
they  have  been  really  in  as  bad  a state  as  others  that  had  none. 

4942.  Were  these  privies  lighted? — No;  they  were  private  privies.  But  there  were, 
perhaps,  not  more  than  six  tenants  that  had  the  right  to  use  them,  and  still  they  were  in 
a filthy  state. 

4943.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Does  the  cart  go  round  in  the  morning  for  dust  and  at  night  for 
night  soil  ? — I dare  say  they  take  all.  Perhaps  they  do  not  take  dust  at  night,  but  I 
know  in  the  morning  they  take  the  other  as  well  as  dust  ; they  take  their  kits  in  the 
morning.  I do  not  know  at  night  what  they  take,  but  I see  the  cart  going,  and  hear 
the  bell  ilnging  in  different  districts.  They  ring  the  bell  at  the  foot  of  the  lanes. 


Me.  Ralph  Currie,  sworn. 

4944.  {Chairman)  You  are  foreman,  I believe,  at  Messrs.  Stephensons'  works,  in  South 
Street  ? — Yes,  I am  one  of  the  foremen.  Here  is  a written  statement  which  I have  drawn 
up,  as  to  what  I can  speak  to. 

4945.  In  1847  a Working  Men's  Sanitary  Association  was  formed  in  Newcastle,  was 
there  not  ? — Yes. 

4946.  Of  which  you  were  a member? — Yes. 

4947.  I am  putting  this  statement  to  you  in  the  form  of  questions.  In  conjunction 
with  other  membei'S  of  that  association  you  visited  the  different  parishes  of  this  town  to 
report  upon  their  sanitary  condition? — Yes. 

4948.  Did  you  visit  All  Saints'  parish  more  especially,  including  Sandgate  and  Pandon  ? 
— Yes. 

4949.  Did  you  find  them  in  a very  filthy  state,  and  suffering  from  an  almost  total  want 
of  ash-pits  and  privies  ? — Yes. 

4950.  Did  you  find  that  the  corporation  carts  took  the  soil  away  occasionally? — Yes. 

4951.  But  at  the  time  of  your  visit  the  place  was  almost  unbearable  ? — Yes. 

4952.  Was  typhus  fever  very  prevalent  at  that  time  ? — Very  much  so. 

4953.  You  found  whole  families  struck  down  with  it  ? — Yes. 

4954.  And  the  houses,  in  many  instances,  from  damp  and  want  of  conveniences,  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ? — It  was  so. 

4955.  Did  you  derive  the  impression  that  Sandgate  more  especially  was  seldom  clear  of 
fever,  and  that  it  was  a hot-bed  of  disease  ? — Yes. 

4956.  Was  there,  within  your  knowledge,  a meeting  held  in  the  Guildhall,  where  all  these 
things  were  pointed  out  ? — Yes. 

4957.  By  whom? — Byrne. 

4958.  {Mr.  Simon.)  To  whom  ? — To  the  audience.  It  was  a public  meeting. 

4959.  {Chairman.)  Who  were  present;  do  you  know? — Dr,  White  was  in  the  chair. 
I cannot  say  that  any  of  the  authorities  of  the  town  were  present.  It  was  not  a very 
large  meeting. 

4960.  Do  you  know  who  convened  the  meeting? — I really  do  not  know.  I came  to 
that  meeting  with  no  intention  of  speaking  ; but  I was  requested  to  speak  ; and,  of  course, 
having  visited  Sandgate  a while  previous,  I made  that  statement. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


319 


4961.  {To  Mr,  Town  Glerk.)  Could  a meeting  be  held  in  the  Guildhall  without  the 
knowledge  or  sanction  of  the  authorities  ? — No  ; they  would  have  to  apply  to  the  mayor 
for  the  time  being. 

4962.  (To  Mr.  Currie?)  You  remember  the  then  state  of  these  localities  ? — Yes. 

4963.  Have  you  recently  visited  them,  so  as  to  have  a knowledge  of  their  state,  say  in 
August  1853,  a month  previous  to  the  late  outbreak? — I have  not  since  made  such  an 
inspection  as  I made  at  that  time ; but  I have  gone  down  Sandgate  and  given  a look  into 
an  alley  or  two,  and  found  them  just  as  bad  as  they  were  at  that  time. 

4964.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  what  may  have  been  done  to  improve  those  localities 
since  the  year  1847  or  1848,  when  you  made  your  principal  inspection? — I am  afraid  there 
is  no  improvement. 

4965.  No  material  improvement  ? — No,  I should  say  not. 

4966.  You  are  aware  that  something  has  been  done  occasionally? — I believe  there  has 
been  some  whitewashing  done  occasionally,  at  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic ; but  as  to 
erecting  ashpits,  privies,  or  water-closets,  I should  say  nothing  has  been  done. 

4967.  And  you  regarded  the  previous  condition  of  those  places  as  exhibiting  an  almost 
total  destitution  of  those  conveniences  ? — It  was  very  bad.  It  happened  to  be  on  a Sunday 
when  this  visit  was  made,  for  us  not  to  lose  time,  being  working  men ; the  corporation 
carts  do  not  take  the  soil  away  on  the  Sunday ; and  it  was  standing  about  the  doors  in  all 
sorts  of  utensils,  broken  jugs  and  baskets.  It  was  really  in  a very  filthy  state,  and  in  some 
of  the  passages  the  excrement  was  lying  so  that  you  coidd  not  walk  there,  and  that  on  a 
Sunday. 

4968.  Did  you  find  any  impression  at  that  time  among  the  inhabitants  of  those  localities 
on  that  point?— - They  were  complaining  very  much;  thei'o  was  a general  complaint  of  a 
want  of  convenience. 

4969.  They  were  not,  so  to  say,  accustomed  to  that  deprivation,  but*  still  felt  it  as  a 
grievance  ? — The  most  of  them  were  Irish  ; and  I have  visited  Ireland,  but  really  in  the 
liberties  of  Dublin  it  is  better  than  in  Sandgate.  I think  in  the  liberties  of  Dublin  I 
never  saw  anything  like  Sandgate ; and  though  Irish,  they  complained,  although  the  Irish 
are  not  so  apt  to  complain. 

4970.  Were  you  also  one  of  a deputation  that  waited  upon  the  mayor  and  common 
council  in  1848,  to  urge  upon  them  the  necessity  of  sewerage  and  drainage,  and  of  the 
general  improvement  of  the  town,  especially  as  labour  was  then  cheap,  mechanics  of  all 
grades  being  out  of  employment  ?— Yes,  I was. 

4971.  Was  anything  done  in  consequence  of  that? — I think  not,  except  a little  improve- 
ment upon  the  race-course ; nothing  in  the  town  that  I am  aware  of. 

4972.  (ilfr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  No  dramage  or  sewerage  since  1848  ? — I believe  they  are 
putting  in  a drain  now  in  the  street  in  which  I live ; it  has  been  in  existence  about 
fourteen  years,  and  they  are  now  putting  it  in. 

4973.  (Mr.  Simon.)  In  what  street  do  you  live  ? — In  Elswick  East  Terrace. 

4974.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  That  is  outside  the  ancient  boundary  ? — It  is  outside  the  old 
boundary.  When  I say  nothing  has  been,  I mean  that  nothing  has  been  done  systema- 
tically ; there  has  been  some  patchwork,  I am  aware. 

4975.  (Chairman.)  Whatever  may  have  been  done,  no  material  improvement  has,  in 
your  judgment,  resulted  from  what  has  been  done  ? — I think  not. 

4976.  Do  you  see,  or  would  you  be  likely  at  this  time  to  see,  the  same  utensils  about 
on  a Sunday  morning  full  of  all  forms  of  excrement  ? — I do  not  know  what  I might 
see  now. 

4977.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  How  would  it  have  been  in  August  1853  ? — I cannot  say  how 
it  would  have  been  in  August  1853  ; but  my  impression  is  that  it  was  as  bad  as  ever  it 
had  been. 

4978.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  But  you  did  not  see  it,  and  therefore  very  properly  decline 
to  say  ? — Of  course. 

4979.  (Chairmam.)  Do  you  in  your  association  with  the  other  men  of  Messrs. 
Stephensons'  works,  hear  opinions  exjoressed  by  them  occasionally  as  to  the  state  of  those 
localities  ? — It  is  a well  known  fact,  that  when  you  mention  Sandgate,  it  is  considered  a 
hot-bed  of  filth  and  disease. 

4980.  Even  among  working  men  ? — Amongst  working  men  it  is  clearly  understood. 

4981.  Supposing  any  material  improvement  had  taken  place  in  the  localities  where 
these  men  of  Messrs.  Stephenson  reside,  do  you  think  you  would  have  heard  of  it  ? — I 
think  so.  I think  I was  in  a position  to  have  heard  of  it. 

4982.  Have  you  ever  heard  from  any  of  these  working  men  at  any  time  since  1848, 
anything  which  would  induce  you  to  believe  that  those  localities  had  been  materially 
improved  ? — No. 

4983.  (Mr.  Tovm  Clerk?)  Messrs.  Stephensons'  workmen  live  chiefly  in  the  townships 
of  Elswick  and  Westgate,  do  not  they? — A great  many  of  the  boiler-builders  bve  down 
about  Sandgate ; it  is  a locality  that  they  have  generally  belonged  to. 

4984.  I shoidd  have  thought  it  would  have  been  too  unpleasant  for  them  to  live  in 
according  to  your  description  ? — It  is  a locality  that  a great  many  of  them  have  been 
brought  up  in,  on  account  of  the  work  being  down  by  the  water,  and  so  on.  If  they 
were  shifting  and  paid  off,  very  likely  their  work  would  lie  down  by  the  water  next  week  ; 
therefore  I think  they  judge  rightly  when  they  stop  there. 
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4985.  Their  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  residence  of  their  forefathers  induce  them  to 
prefer  Sandgate  ? — That  is  very  likely. 

4986.  (Chairman.)  Do  you,  from  your  habitual  association  with  these  men  of  Messrs. 
Stephensons,"  feel  confident  that  you  are  aware  ■'f  their  feelings  and  impressions  on  tlie 
subject  generally  ? — I will  tell  you  why  I should  know  something  about  it.  I have  been 
what  the}"  call  a committee-man  for  dispensing  the  charity  letters.  We  subscribe  to 
almost  all  the  charities  in  the  town,  at  least  to  the  dispensary  and  the  infirmary,  and  we 
get  a certain  number  of  letters;  and  I have  dispensed  them  for  the  last  ten  years.  On 
that  account,  I have  come  in  contact  with  the  men,  and  I ask  them  questions.  They 
come  from  their  localities  to  get  those  letters.  I ask  them  what  is  the  matter  with  them, 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing ; and  I sometimes  inqiiire  (having  belonged  to  the  Sanitary 
Association,)  what  sort  of  a house  they  live  in,  and  so  on. 

4987.  And  from  those  circumstances  you  think  confidently,  that  if  any  material 
improvement  had  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  dwellings  of  these  men  of  Messrs. 
Stephensons,"  you  would  have  heard  of  it  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

4988.  Notwithstanding  which,  you  entertain  the  opinion  that  no  material  improvement 
has  been  made,  so  far  at  least  as  the  working  men  themselves  are  aware? — Yes. 

4989.  (3Ir.  Bateman.)  How  long  have  you  known  Newcastle? — I should  say  eighteen 
years  at  the  least. 

4990.  Do  you  think  5mu  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  people  who 
now  inhabit  the  worst  parts  of  the  town,  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  they  would  keep 
their  own  premises  clean,  if  everything  oiitside  were  in  a better  condition  ? — My  opinion 
is,  that  they  would,  if  they  had  accommodation ; if  facility  was  given  to  them  to  clear 
away  filth  and  so  on,  I think  they  would  be  in  a better  condition. 

4991.  You  tljink  that  it  is  not  so  mucli  that  filthiness  is  natural  to  them,  as  that 
filtliiness  is  encouraged  by  the  state  of  circumstances  around  them? — I think  so, 

4992.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  occasionally,  in  visiting  these  places,  seen  wliat  ought  to 
be  in  an  ash-pit  or  elsewhere  lying  about  the  rooms,  and  the  passages,  and  so  on  ? — I 
believe  it  was  in  Pandon  that  we  found  that  one  room  was  made  a privy  and  ash-pit  of, 
.at  that  first  visitation.  It  had  been  a room  which  a tenant  had  left ; and  the  other 
tenants  had  made  an  ash-pit  and  privy  of  it. 

4993.  Do  you  think  it  might  truly  be  said  of  any  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  a 
district,  that  they  carelessly  threw  ashes  and  filth  about  their  rooms  and  passages,  when 
tliey  might  jiist  as  conveniently  have  put  it  into  an  ash-pit  near  at  hand,  and  not  yet 
full  ? — I have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  working  men  at  their  dwellings,  and  I know 
a good  many  of  their  habits.  I do  not  think  that  any  woi-king  man  or  his  wife  would  do 
sxich  a thing,  if  they  had  an  ash-pit  to  put  it  in.  That  is  my  belief  I believe  they  h.ave 
a wfsh  to  keep  their  houses  as  clean  as  possible. 

4994.  And  that  they  do  their  best  to  do  so,  considering  the  amount  of  accommodation 
.afforded  them  ? — Th.at  is  my  oj)inion. 

4995.  Are  you  aware  of  .any  new  houses  having  been  built  in  this  town  recently,  in  a 
like  bad  condition  ? — I am  aware  of  houses  having  been  built  within  the  last  ten  years 
with  neither  ash-pit  nor  privy  attached. 

4996.  Whereabouts  ?— In  Hanover  >Street. 

4997.  {To  Mr.  Tovm  Clerk.)  Is  that  within  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

4998.  (To  Mr.  Currie)  Do  you  remember  any  other  street  within  the  borough  in  which 
the  same  has  happened  ? — No,  I cannot  say.  I can  speak  positively  with  regard  to  that, 
because  I lived  in  one  of  the  houses  myself 

4999.  (Mr.  Tov.ni  Clerk.)  Who  is  the  owner  of  it  ? — I believe  Mr.  Spore  built  them,  but 
they  are  not  in  his  possession  noAv,  and  I do  not  know  in  whose  possession  they  are. 
They  are  now  putting  in  three  or  four  water-closets,  to  suit  the  whole  premises.  I do 
not  think  they  are  finished  yet ; but  when  I lived  there  there  was  no  ash-pit  or  privy  or 
water-closet.  The  nighest  privy  was  the  one  at  Skinner  Burn. 

5000.  (Chuirman.)  How  far  off'  is  that  ?— About  200  yards  ; and  it  was  a public  privy, 
which  no  Avoman  could  go  to,  of  course. 

5001.  Was  Hanover  Street  pa\'ed  ? — Not  at  that  time. 

5002.  Was  it  paA^ed  in  Last  August  ? — Yes. 

5003.  (Mr.  Toxvn  Clerk.)  The  street  Avas  a private  adventure  of  Mr.  Spore’s,  I suppose? 
— I knoAV  nothino-  about  that. 

O 

5004.  {Chairman.)  And  several  streets,  you  say,  remain  unpaA^ed,  although  rates  are 
duly  collected  ; for  instance,  Duke  Street  and  others  ? — Yes. 

5005.  Do  you  knoAA"  anything  of  Orchard  Street  ? — There  were  several  cases  of  cholera 
in  that  street. 

5006.  This  last  year  ?— This  last  year.  There  were  two  fish  curing  houses  in  that 
.street  ; and  I knoAv  that  the  inhabitants  complained  A"ery  much  about  those  fish  curing 
Iiouses.  They  sent  a petition  to  the  inspector  of  nuisances;  and  I was  informed  only  last 
Saturday,  by  one  of  the  petitioners,  that  no  attention  had  been  jmid  to  it. 

5007.  .Do  you  knoAv  at  what  time  they  petitioned  the  inspector  of  nuisances  ? — It 
was  some  time  last  year.  It  strikes  me  it  would  be  during  the  cholera. 

5008.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances  ? — I belieA^e  it  was 
Mr.  Charlton  that  they  petitioned. 
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5009.  And  up  to  this  time,  as  you  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  petitioners,  no 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ? — No  ; the  nuisance  still  exists. 

5010.  (Mr.  Town  Glevh.)  The  nuisance  of  curing  fish  ? — In  the  summer  time  they  have 
herrings  lying  about,  and  they  become  decomposed  and  rotten.  They  throw  them  out, 
and  the  smell  is  very  bad. 

5011.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  it  the  case  that  stinking  fish  is  thrown  about  there  on  the 
pavement  ? — You  can  smell  it  a hundred  yards  off ; in  another  street  you  can  smell  it. 

5012.  Is  it  in  the  open  way,  or  on  their  premises? — I have  never  been  on  the  premises 
where  the  fish  are  cured ; but  I have  been  in  the  street,  and  you  can  smell  it. 

5013.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  can  smell  the  premises  ? — You  can  smell  the  premises  in 
the  street. 

5014.  (Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  mean  that  parts  of  fish,  fish-guts,  and  things  of  that  sort 
are  scattered  out  of  the  premises  ? — So  the  petitioners  say.  I believe  one  of  the 
petitioners  belonged  to  the  town  council,  Mr.  Isaac  Burrill. 

5015.  (Chairman.)  You  yourself  are  not  cognisant  of  the  fact,  but,  from  the 
information  that  you  have  received,  you  understand  it  to  be  so  ? — I understand  it  to  be  so 
from  the  information  which  I have  received,  and  as  to  the  smell,  I can  speak  myself, 
because  I have  palpably  felt  it. 

5016.  In  those  cases  where  you  have  found  the  liouses  of  working  men  furnished  with 
ash-pits  and  privies,  have  you  found  those  privies  and  ash-pits  in  what  you  would 
consider  a proper  condition? — No;  I believe  they  are  very  often  in  a very  improper 
condition. 

5017.  Not  sufficiently  cleansed  and  emptied? — No,  not  cleansed  often  enough.  My 
impression  is,  having  had  something  to  do  with  houses  myself,  though  a millwright  by 
business,  that  ash-pits  and  privies  should  not  be  combined,  for  this  reason,  that  the  soil 
and  ashes  become  mixed,  and  create  bad  smells,  more  especially  when  removed  ; if  they 
are  allowed  to  lie  any  time,  the  stench  is  very  bad  indeed  when  mmoved ; but  dry  ashes 
themselves,  if  vegetable  matter  is  kept  from  amongst  them,  would  do  no  harm;  and  my 
opinion  is  that  all  houses  should  have  water-closets,  and  that  the  soil  should  be  carried 
away  instanter. 

5018.  Have  you  noticed  any  bad  smells  from  these  privies  about  these  houses? — 
Repeatedly  so  ; repeatedly  so  from  my  own,  if  it  was  allowed  to  be  any  time. 

5019.  Have  you  known  any  of  these  ash-pits  and  privies  within  the  houses  ? — I believe 
there  are  some  ash-pits  and  privies  under  bed-rooms  in  Blandford  Street. 

5020.  That  is  what  I mean  by  inside  the  house  ? — It  is  not  exactly  inside  the  house. 
Supposing  a house  is  one  story  high,  then  to  gain  another  room,  they  carry  the  next  one 
over  the  yard,  and  the  ash-pit  and  privy  are  underneath  it.  I believe  there  are  some  in 
existence  in  that  way  in  Blandford  Street  and  that  neighbouilioed. 

5021.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  aware  of  any  regulations  for  the  emptying  of  privies  and 
ash-pits? — No;  I am  not  aware  of  any  such  regulations.  I know  that  there  was  a 
general  complaint  during  the  cholera  of  the  ash-pits  being  all  filled,  more  especially 
about  Buckingham  Street  and  so  on,  because  some  of  our  men  complained  to  me  very 
much  about  it,  and  at  that  time  there  was  a stir  made  to  get  them  emptied. 

5022.  During  the  last  six  months  has  any  inquiry  been  made  at  your  house,  or  any 
regulation  brought  under  your  notice,  for  the  proper  emptying  of  your  own  dust-bin  and 
privy? — No,  none.  Li  the  house  that  I am  in  now  we  have  a water-closet  and  an  ash- 
pit, and  we  have  to  empty  the  ash-pit  at  our  own  expense. 

5023.  Have  your  neighboiu-s  in  the  same  street  water-closets  or  privies  ? — They  are 
mostly  all  water-closets  in  the  street  which  I live  in,  I think.  I am  not  in  the  habit 
of  visiting  my  neighbours  much,  but  I know  that  in  the  house  next  me  they  have  a 
water-closet  the  same  as  I liave. 

5024.  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  the  water  which  was  furnished  to  the  town 
previously  to  and  during  the  last  epidemic,  did  you  hear  any  opinion  expressed  among 
the  working  classes  with  whom  you  associated  ? — It  was  a general  complaint  last  summer 
that  the  water  was  wliat  they  call,  provincially  speaking,  “ drumly;”  that  is  a provincial 
term  for  being  muddy.  That  was  the  common  expression  of  the  workmen,  that  the 
water  was  very  drumly,  unfit  to  driidc.  I know  that  it  drove  many  to  drink  whiskey 
and  water  and  caj^enne  jiepper.  Indeed  the  water  was  very  bad,  to  my  own  knowledge. 

5025.  Bad  to  look  at  ? — Bad  to  look  at  and  bad  to  drink. 

5026.  Did  you  ever  smell  anything  in  the  water  ? — I cannot  say  so  much  about  smell, 
but  I know  it  had  a filthy  taste. 

5027.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Up  to  that  time  the  water  had  been  good,  had  it  not? — Yes  ; 
the  summer  previous  we  had  not  many  complaints.  Water  in  our  works  is  very  necessary, 
on  account  of  blacksmiths  working  and  perspiring  so  much  ; and  they  must  have  water, 
because  v/e  are  not  allowed  to  have  ale  or  spirits,  and  the  water  sliould  be  particularly 
good.  Now  I know  well  that  tlie  men  at  that  time  complained  very  much  on  account  of 
the  water. 

5028.  (Chairman.)  They  drink  a great  deal  of  water,  owing  to  the  nature  of  their 
trade? — Yes,  during  the  liot  months  of  summer. 
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5029.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  they  complain  only  of  its  being  drumly,  or  of  its  also  being 
foul  to  the  taste  ? — Bad  to  look  at  and  bad  to  taste. 

5030.  {Glmirmani)  You  never  heard  them  say  that  it  stank? — I have  heard  the 
expression,  “it  stinks.” 

5031.  Often,  or  only  once  or  twice? — Repeatedly.  I could  not  say  myself  that  it 
stank ; but  it  was  a common  expression  in  our  factory,  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the  tap, 
“ Just  see  how  drumly  it  is and  as  soon  as  it  was  lifted  up,  “Why,  it  stinks.”  That 
was  a very  common  expression. 

5032.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.  ) Was  that  before  July  last  ? — I should  say  from  July  up  to 
about  August,  or  so. 

5033.  You  thought  that  that  these  Whittle  Dean  people  before  had  given  very  fair 
water,  and  improved  their  supply  ? — I had  not  heard  any  complaint  previously  ; but  I 
know  it  was  a very  general  complaint  last  summer,  when  they  were  pumping  the  Tyne 
water  in.  I was  not  aware  that  they  were  pumping  the  Tyne  water  in  till  I was  told. 
I found  fault  with  the  water  myself ; it  was  unlit  to  drink. 

5034.  {Chairman.)  The  state  of  the  water  arrested  yom-  attention  before  you  were 
informed  where  it  came  from  ? — Yes  ; before  I knew.  I thought  that  the  engine  had  been 
stopped  from  pumping  out  of  the  Tyne ; and  then  when  the  inquiry  came  about  what 
they  called  the  drumly  and  bad  water,  we  were  informed  that  they  were  pumping  out  of 
Tyne,  and  then  that  accounted  in  my  view  for  the  bad  water. 

5035.  Do  you  think  that  you  could  notice  any  effect  of  the  use  of  that  water  upon  the 
health  of  the  workmen  in  the  establishment  to  which  you  belong  ? — The  men  used  to  com- 
plain that  it  purged  them.  They  had  a fancy  so.  I could  not  swear  that  it  actually  did 
so  ; but  I have  heard  the  expression  that  it  purged  them. 

5036.  Had  you  a large  number  of  men  at  that  time  upon  the  sick  fund  ? — We  had  in 
August  and  in  September ; and  I can  draw  a contrast  in  that  respect,  between  May  and 
Septembei’.  Our  expenditure  for  sick  and  funerals  in  May  was  28^.  some  odd  shillings; 
and  in  September,  12H.  and  some  odd  shillings.  I believe  you  will  find  a return  there 
for  each  month  in  the  year. 

5037.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Are  those  28i.  and  121Z.  all  for  medicines  and  expense  of  funerals  ? 
— We  do  not  pay  for  medicines  ; we  pay  6s.  per  week  when  a man  is  sick,  and  4Z.  for  a 
funeral.  There  is  a return  there,  taken  from  our  books,  for  the  whole  of  last  year. 

5038.  {Chairman.)  A return  of  the  amounts  paid  by  the  Sick,  Sc.,  Society,  at  the 
manufactory  of  Messrs.  Robert  Stephenson  and  Co.,  signed  by  R.  G.  Thwaites,  secretary? 
—Yes. 

5039.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  an  accurate  and  correct  account  ? — I am 
quite  aware  of  it  myself. 

5040.  I see  that  for  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year,  that  is  to  say,  till  August,  the 
expenditure  was  pretty  much  the  same,  about  30Z.  or  40^.  ? — Yes. 

5041.  Then,  dm'ing  September  and  October,  the  expenses  rose  to  12H.,  and  to  lOOi., 
respectively  ? — Yes. 

5042.  I do  not  there  see  any  evidence  of  any  great  efiect  of  the  water  upon  the  health 
of  the  men  during  July  and  August,  or  of  any  addition  thereby  to  the  expenses  of  the 
society  ? — No  ; I do  not  know’  that  it  will  appear  upon  that.  It  does  not  follow  that 
because  a man  is  purged  he  throws  himself  upon  the  society.  A man  generally  wishes  to 
work  as  long  as  he  can,  because  he  only  receives  6s.  a week  from  the  society ; but  he 
is  receiving  24s.  or  25s.,  as  wages ; so  that  he  wiU  actually  be  sick  before  he  throws  him- 
self upon  the  society,  unless  he  is  a lazy  man. 

5043.  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  say,  in  this  statement,  that  the  expenses  incurred 
by  the  sick  societies,  during  the  recent  epidemic,  were  such  as  to  break  several  of  them 
up  entirely  ? — So  I am  told. 

5044.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Can  you  tell  us  where  we  can  get  information  on  the  subject? — 
I will  refer  you  to  one  authority.  I think  Mr,  Kerss,  the  secretary  to  the  Central  Dnion, 
will  be  able  to  give  you  positive  information  upon  that  head. 

5045.  Would  Mr.  Kerss  be  willing  to  come  and  give  evidence  here  on  that  subject? — 
I cannot  say. 

It  was  here  stated  that  Air.  Kerss  had  been  summoned,  amd  was  ready  to  give 
evidence  whenever  the  Commissioners  wished  it. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  Mr.  Kerss  had  called  upon  him,  and  had  required  an 
amount  of  remuneration  for  giving  his  evidence,  which  the  Commissioners  could  not 
sanction  ; and  that,  therefore,  they  had  left  it  to  him  to  tender  his  evidence  or  not,  as  he 
pleased. 

5046.  {Chairman)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  give  evidence  ? — I 
might  announce,  since  you  have  spoken  about  remuneration,  that  I never  for  a moment 
entertained  an  idea  of  seeking  any  remuneration  for  the  loss  of  my  time. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


323 


Mr.  John  Huntley,  examined. 

5047.  ( Ghcdrman.)  To  what  points  do  you  wish  to  speak  ? — To  the  odour  of  the  sewer 
in  Pilgrim  Street.  For  the  last  two  or  three  years,  in  the  height  of  summer,  the  smell 
from  that  grate  has  been  such  that  any  one  can  detect  it  100  yards  oif.  There  are  two 
grates  ; one  next  the  Low  Bridge,  and  the  other  next  .Bird-and-bush  Yard. 

5048.  Is  that  where  you  live? — I live  in  Painter  Heugh,  lower  down. 

5049.  But  the  grate  that  you  chiefly  complain  of  is  in  Pilgrim  Street,  at  this  point  ? 
— At  Low  Bridge  top. 

5050.  Do  you  say  that  for  two  or  three  years  past  the  odour  from  it  in  summer  has 
been  objectionable  ? — It  has  ; and  previous  to  the  epidemic  visiting  this  town,  the  stench 
from  it  was  that  disagreeable  that  I could  nose  it  at  the  end  of  Moseley  Street. 

5051.  Did  your  neighbours  notice  it  also,  as  well  as  yourself? — -A  few  of  the  jiarties 
about  the  neighbourhood  can  confirm  what  I am  stating.  I expect  that  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  drain  there  is  a slack  ; and  that  the  night  soil  and  the  urine  which  goes  in 
ferments  there.  In  hot  weather  you  can  perceive  such  a strong  odour  from  the  grates. 

5052.  Is  that  the  only  grate  that  stinks? — There  is  another  grate  in  Painter  Heugh, 
opposite  where  I live. 

5053.  Is  that  all  right? — No,  it  is  all  wi’ong.  Down  in  that  neighbourhood  it  was 
most  fearful. 

5054.  Then  in  fact,  more  than  one  grate  seems  to  have  been  stinking  very  much  ? — 
There  is  one  opposite  Low  Bridge,  another  opposite  Bird-and-bush  Yard,  and  another  at 
the  head  of  Painter  Heugh,  and  the  one  that  I am  alluding  to  is  about  twenty  yards  down 
Painter  Heugh ; and  I can  assure  you,  if  you  will  look  at  the  mortality  of  the  place  where 
these  grates  are,  you  will  find  that  my  assertions  are  strictly  correct. 

5055.  A good  many  people  died  just  about  there  ? — Yes,  in  Low  Bridge.  The  place 
where  Sir  John  Fife  told  me  to  break  open  the  windows  to  create  ventilation  is  in  a 
cellar  belonging  to  a party  who  has  a publichouse  at  the  head  of  Painter  Heugh.  I 
cannot  recollect  the  name  just  now  ; however,  the  cellar  is  below  the  sewer. 

5056.  What  was  the  state  of  the  cellar  ? — It  was  such  that  Sir  John  Fife  would  not  go 
in  to  see  the  party  till  I had  broken  the  place  open. 

5057.  Had  anything  from  the  sewer  come  into  the  cellar? — I cannot  say  whether  it  had 
or  not,  but  it  smelt  very  bad.  I can  assure  you  that  the  drainage  down  in  that  part  is  so 
defective  that  it  is  not  fit  for  an  ordinary  village. 

5058.  And  you  have  noticed  that  for  two  or  three  years  ? — Yes,  and  I can  confirm  it 
by  two  or  three  people  of  the  neighbourhood. 

5059.  Is  it  so  all  down  Pilgrim  Street  ? — No  ; I will  take  from  the  head  of  the  Arcade 
down  to  Silver  Street  end. 

5060.  {Mr,  Bateman)  On  both  sides  of  Pilgrim  Street? — Yes;  there  is  one  main 
sewer  in  the  centre,  and  each  branch  drain  gives  the  same  odour. 

5061.  {Mr.  Simon)  Do  you  live  in  that  neighbourhood  now  ? — I live  in  the  same  place. 
I devoted  three  weeks  to  the  visitation  system  with  Sir  John  and  his  son,  Mr.  Joseph 
Fife,  without  any  recompense  from  any  one.  I took  delight  in  doing  it  for  the  purpose  of 
trpng  to  conquer  the  disease,  and  at  the  same  time  labouring  under  the  impression  that 
common  sense  would,  in  time,  teach  the  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  to  put  the  town  in  a 
fit  state. 

5062.  What  districts  did  you  visit? — Principally  West  All  Saints’. 

5063.  (Chairman.)  Does  that  include  the  Castle  Garth  district? — No;  that  is  in 
St.  Nicholas. 

5064.  It  includes  Silver  Street? — Silver  Street,  all  Butcher  Bank,  and  Pilgrim  Street, 
Broad  Chare,  and  so  on. 

5065.  What  did  you  think  of  the  state  in  which  you  found  the  places  thereabouts? — 
As  regards  Silver  Street,  there  is  a tripe  shop  opposite  the  churchyard,  and  there 
is  a narrow  lane  with  no  sewerage  ; they  call  it  Meeting  House  Lane,  and  witli  the  ill 
drainage  from  this  tripe  shop  it  is  one  complete  mass  of  fever,  a regular  breeding  shop 
when  the  weather  is  hot. 

5066.  About  Butcher  Bank,  how  did  you  find  the  localities  there  ? — The  lanes  are  very 
bad  ; there  is  a high  one  next  a public  house,  on  the  side  of  a cooper’s  shop,  where  large 
numbers  of  Irish  people  live.  I was  there  with  Mr.  Joseph  Fife,  when  one  was  dead, 
and  another  in  a state  of  collapse ; and  I can  assure  you  it  was  awful. 

5067.  Did  you  go  into  the  rooms  ? — Yes. 

5068.  How  did  you  find  them  ? — Anything  but  clean. 

5069.  Did  you  ever  find  the  walls  damp? — Fearfully  ; because  the  general  principle  in 
Newcastle,  in  constructing  working  men’s  houses,  is  to  construct  them  on  the  cheap. 

5070.  (Mr.  Simon.')  But  these  houses  were  coustructed  a long  while  ago,  were  they 
not? — They  were  constructed  n,  long  while  ago  ; but  then  they  never  considered  drainage. 
There  are  houses  in  this  town,  there  are  houses  in  Cowgate  and  Stockbridge,  belonging  to 
the  old  borough,  which  were  constructed  in  the  time  of  our  feudal  war,  as  they  call  it, 
and  they  are  not  fit  for  pigs,  at  the  present  time,  to  live  in.  I do  not  know  what  their 
sanitary  ideas  may  have  been,  but  they  are  strictly  opposed  to  mine  now. 
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5071.  {Chairman).  Have  the  people  got  decent  privy  accommodation  about  there  ? — 
Very  bad  indeed ; in  fact,  there  is  none,  to  tell  you  the  truth.  There  is  a common  privy 
down  that  locality,  called  Stockbridge  privy ; I can  assure  you  it  was  a disgrace.  It  was 
open,  and  it  had  been  open  for  a length  of  time  ; and  after  this  dire  epidemic  they  covered 
it  over. 

5072.  Do  you  think  the  people  would  be  cleaner  if  they  got  better  privy  and  ash-pit 
accommodation  ? — There  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  that, 

5073.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  the  Irish  would  still  be  dirty? — There  are  as 
dirty  Newcastle  people  as  there  are  Irish. 

5074.  Do  you  think  they  would  all  of  them  be  clean  if  you  gave  them  proper  ash-pits 
and  privies,  and  cleaned  out  the  ash-pits  and  privies  properly  ? — I do  not  think,  if  proper 
accommodation  were  given  to  Newcastle,  but  Avhat  the  Newcastle  people  would  be  as 
clean  as  in  other  places. 

5075.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  Avish  to  speak  to  ? — No. 

5076.  {Mr.  Bateman)  What  is  your  occupation? — A pavior. 


Matthias  Dunn,  Esq.,  sworn. 

5077.  {Chairman.)  You  are  Government  inspector,  I believe,  of  mines  in  this  district? 
—Yes. 

5078.  Are  you  habitually  i-esident  in  NeAvcastle  ? — Yes. 

5079.  Have  you  been  so  for  several  years  past  ? — A good  many  years. 

5080.  From  this  paper  Avhich  you  put  in  I perceive  that  you  would  Avish  to  be 
examined  as  to  the  cau.se  of  certain  nuisances  in  this  town?^ — -Yes  ; the  chief  nuisance  that 
I beg  to  speak  to  is  in  the  neighbourhood  where  I live,  near  Barras  Bridge,  and 
St.  Thomas’  Church.  Till  Avithin  the  last  three  years  there  Avas  a stagnant  pool  of  water 
there  Avhich  Avas  a great  nuisance ; and  Avithin  the  last  three  years  they  have  made  a 
spacious  tnimel  over  this  AAnter.  My  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  in  the  beginning 
of  September  1853,  when  the  cholera  began  to  appear.  The  inhabitants  of  Lovaine 
Bow  felt  an  excessive  nuisance  from  the  extraoi'dinary  quantity  of  bad  inbbish  that  was 
taken  there,  the  produce  of  middens  and  various  other  offensive  matters.  They  called  my 
attention  to  it,  and  I Aveut  there  and  examined  into  the  state  of  this  nuisance,  Avhich  was 
self-evident.  I also  examined  the  state  of  the  seAver,  which  very  feAV  people  had  noticed, 
and  I found  that  this  seAver  Avas  uncommonly  foul,  so  much  so  that  I addressed  a letter 
to  the  board  of  guardians.  The  first  memorial  I addressed  was  signed  by  several  of  the 
iuliabitants  of  the  locality. 

5081.  {The  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.)  Will  yon  mention  the  date? — I think 
you  Avill  find  it  about  the  23d  of  Septemlier  last. 

5082.  That  Avas  after  the  epidemic? — It  Avas  during  the  time  of  the  raging  of  the 
epidemic.  There  are  certain  shafts  into  this  sewer.  I found  that  the  covering  up  of  this 
seAver  confined  the  gases  ; and  I proposed  to  the  board  of  guardians  that  these  places  should 
be  eleA^ated  aboA^e  every  person’s  interference  and  left  open  Avith  the  vieAV  that  the  seAver 
should  ventilate  itself  This  was  disapproved  of  and  has  been  ever  since. 

5083.  {Chairman.)  I think  you  said  that  your  representation  to  the  board  of  guardians 
Avas  about  the  23d  of  September  last? — Yes,  about  the  23d  of  September ; I have  not 
exactly  the  date. 

5084.  HaAm  you  reason  to  believe  that  it  had  existed  in  the  state  of  Avhich  you  speak 
for  some  time  ? — Ye.s,  for  a good  while.  I might  add  that,  in  consequence  of  the  shuHing 
up  of  this  sewer,  the  .stench  naturally  backs  iqA  the  side  drains  into  the  houses ; and  upon 
investigating  the  subject  more  narroAvly  still,  I found  the  chief  cause  to  be  this  : there  is 
a mill  which  Avorks  by  the  Avater  that  comes  doAvn  this  sewer,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the 
mill  there  is  a dam  put  in  three  and  a half  feet  high.  This  has  the  effect  of  stopping  the 
water  at  that  particular  place,  and  it  tails  back  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards.  This  sewer  has 
the  delivery  from  the  barracks,  all  Spital  Tongues,  all  Eldon  Street,  and  all  round  Barras 
Bridge.  All  the  bad  heaA'y  substance  is  made  to  lodge  there ; and  to  that  lodgment  I 
attribute  the  fermentation  that  goes  on  and  the  noisome  stench  arising  from  these  gases. 

5085.  Do  you  knoAV  when  this  dam  was  erected  ? — It  has  been  erected,  I suppose,  two  or 
thi‘ee  years  at  least ; it  Avas  erected  when  the  sewer  was  completed. 

5086.  Was  the  seAver  completed  before  it  was  covered  in? — I think  these  shafts  had 
been  left. 

5087.  {Mr.  Bateman)  The  shafts  were  not  covered  in  till  last  {September? — The  shafts 
were  covered  in,  I think,  in  last  September. 

5088.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Toiun  Surveyor.)  When  was  the  dam  erected? — Within  the 
last  two  years.  Those  shafts  are  merely  for  men  to  go  into,  merely  man-holes. 

{Mr.  Dunn)  They  are  now  covered  tight  over. 

5089.  Did  you  or  your  neighbours  become  aware  of  the  nuisance  arising  from  this  sewer 
in  consequence  of  the  stench  running  up  the  drains  into  the  houses  ? — Yes,  the  smells  were 
a great  nuisance  to  these  houses  long  befo  o the  real  cause  was  discovered. 
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5090.  Then  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  inhabitants  had  for  some  time  been  com- 
plaining of  bad  smells,  of  which  they  became  aware  within  their  own  houses  ; and  that 
you  traced  those  smells  to  the  existence  of  a dam  in  the  middle  of  a covered  sewer  causing 
a great  stagnation  of  water  in  the  sewer,  and  a deposit  of  filth  there  ( — Not  quite  that ; the 
inhabitants  of  Lovaine  Row  complained  of  an  immense  c[uantity  of  surface  refuse  that  was 
put  there  ; they  were  not  sensible  about  the  sewer.  Now  the  sewers  particularly  affect 
the  houses  where  I live,  Avhich  is  in  St.  Mary’s  Place,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vine 
Lane,  wliere  the  great  vindence  of  the  cholera  showed  itself,  perhaps  a greater  degree  of 
mortality  in  proportion  than  in  any  part  of  Nev/castle. 

5091.  Whereabouts  was  the  surface  nuisance  of  which  you  complain? — It  was  almost 
contiguous  to  the  houses  of  Lovaine  Row. 

5092.  And  the  surface  nuisance  has  since  been  covered  up  by  arching  over  this  seAver  ? 
— Yes,  and  also  by  putting  lime  and  other  substances  upon  it  to  a great  depth.  But  I 
particularly  allude  to  that  dam,  as  being  greatly  the  origin  of  the  whole  thing,  for  it 
dams  back  the  Avater.  This  then  becomes  a receptacle  for  heavy  substances  which  come 
down,  and  they  there  ferment  and  produce  these  noisome  gases. 

5093.  Did  you  represent  to  the  board  of  guardians,  on  the  23d  of  September,  that 
the  existence  of  this  dam  was  prejudicial? — No  ; I was  not  cognizant  of  the  existence  of 
the  dam  tiU  the  last  fcAv  days,  and  I then  examined  it  more  particularly.  I was  surprised 
that  there  should  be  any  bad  air  in  the  sewer  ; there  is  a torrent  of  Avater  coming  doAvn 
which  drives  a mill,  and  the  extraordinary  thing  is  that  there  should  be  this  seAver 
continually  filled  with  this  horrid  gas. 

5094.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  it  was  in  the  interior  of  this  sewer  that  these  foul  gases 
were  collected  ? — Yes,  you  smell  it  as  soon  as  you  put  your  nose  on  the  top  of  the  chimney; 
it  strikes  you  down. 

5095.  (ilfr.  Simon.')  Was  there  a large  quantity  of  solid  matter  in  the  sewer  Avhen  you 
looked  into  it  ?- — I believe  200  or  300  yards  of  the  sewer  are  foul  more  or  less. 

5096.  {Mr.  Neivtoni)  Did  you  ever  trace  this  sewer  tlu’ough  Pandon  Dean,  and  do  not 
you  knoAv  that  it  communicates  with  about  ten  or  twelve  rooms  occupied  by  poor  people, 
and  that  occasionally  Avhen  the  dam  is  removed  and  an  extra  quantity  comes  doAvn,  the 
poor  people  are  flooded  out  of  these  dwellings  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that,  but  I examined 
the  sewer  till  its  outlet  comes  into  the  open  ditch. 

5097.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Newton.')  Is  that  Avithin  your  knowledge? — Yes,  it  is  Avithin 
my  district ; I am  cognizant  of  that  fact.  I know  that  these  residences  of  the  poor  people 
are  sometimes  inundated  by  sewer  matter,  and  that  there  is  an  open  communication 
between  the  seAver  and  the  dAveliings  of  these  poor  people  in  Pandon  Dean. 

5098.  (Mr.  Dunn.)  That  is  loAver  doAvn  thauAvliere  I am  referring  to  ; but  I wish  it  to 
be  considered  whether  this  had  anything  to  do  with  the  extraordinary  mortality  Avhich 
took  place  in  Yine  Lane,  just  behind  where  I live.  I think  I am  pretty  correct  when  I 
state  that  there  are  not  more  than  120  inhabitants  in  Vine  Lane,  and  I think  I am  also 
correct  in  stating  that  nine  persons  Avere  carried  out  there  dead  of  the  cholera ; I am  sure 
I am  correct  as  to  eight,  and  I am  told  that  there  were  nine. 

5099.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Do  those  houses  drain  into  that  sevrer  ? — No,  I believe  there  is  no 
drain  from  these  houses;  but  the  back  parts  of  these  houses  are  in  a very  hideous 
condition. 

5100.  Is  there  any  branch  drain  or  seAver  along  the  front  of  those  houses? — Yes,  it  is 
represented  there,  I believe ; in  the  front  of  St.  Mary’s  Place,  I believe  there  is  a drain. 

5101.  Is  there  a drain  in  front  of  Vine  Lane  ? — No  ; I was  at  first  told  there  Avas,  but  I 
am  now  informed  that  there  is  no  drain  there. 

5102.  Do  many  offensive  smells  come  up  the  drains  in  St.  Mary’s  Place? — These  houses 
are  constantly  affected  b}^  those  ill  smells;  and  it  is  only  some  persons  that  can  diviue 
where  they  come  frora.  Many  iidialjitants  thought  they  came  from  their  own  drains. 
Now  the  result  of  my  investigation  is  to  convince  me  that  they  come  up  from  this  immense 
mass,  which  is  generated  in  the  way  I describe,  and  ever  aauII  be  so  long  as  that  dam  is  in 
that  sewer.  I submit,  what  state  must  it  be  in  in  summer,  if  it  is  in  this  state  novv;  and 
I made  a special  representation  of  these  facts  to  the  guardians  in  tAvo  letters,  I believe, 
which  I addressed  to  them. 

5103.  {Tlie  Clerk  to  tlie  Board  of  Guardians.)  What  you  are  now  speaking  of,  as  to  the 
state  of  the  seAver,  has  only  presented  itself  to  your  observation  within  the  last  fcAv  days  ? 
— I beg  your  pardon  ; the  foulness  of  the  sev/er  presented  itself  when  I Avrote  the  letters  ; 
but  the  ])articular  subject  of  the  dam  I was  not  aware  of  till  within  the  last  feAv  days ; 
because  I was  surprised  at  the  seAver  being  so  foul  with  such  a quantity  of  water  running 
through  it. 

5104.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  the  materia!  collected  in  this  sewer,  when  }uju  found  it  so 
obstructed,  merely  consist  of  gravel  and  rul  )bish  brought  d(jAvu  by  the  water  course, 
or  was  it  of  a Avorse  character  than  that  ? — No  ; I think  it  is  the  contents  of  the  seAvers 
that  sweep  down  from  the  barracks,  and  from  Spital  Tongues,  and  from  Eldon  Street, 
and  frora  up  to  Barras  Bridge  ; accumulating  masses  of  all  the  seAver  matter  coming 
there ; and  that  is  the  way  in  Avhich  I think  they  lodge,  and  hence  comes  the  fermentation. 
If  that  dam  was  remoA^ed  and  the  masses  were  removed,  I think  the  torrent  of  water 
would  constantly  keep  that  place  clean ; there  is  a considerable  fall. 
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5105.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Have  you  seen  it  ? — No.  I have  smelt  it ; and  if  you  go 
and  smell  it  you  can  give  the  same  evidence  as  I give. 

5106.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Ho  you  find  it  improved  since  the  period  when  you  complained  ? 
— The  surface  nuisance  is  improved,  because  the  movement  that  was  then  made  caused  a 
great  deal  of  lime  to  be  put  there  ; but  yet  the  nuisance  really  subsists. 

5107.  {Mr.  Town  Glerh.)  The  surface  nuisance  is  entirely  remedied  ? — The  surface 
nuisance  is  remedied. 

5108.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Was  the  sewer  clear  at  that  time  ? — When  we 
built  that  sewer  it  was  perfectly  clear ; but  a dam  has  been  made  in  it  to  raise  the 
water  a certain  height,  to  keep  in  operation  a mill  there.  I have  not  seen  the  dam 
myself,  but  I beheve  it  is  the  case. 

5109.  Do  you  allow  people  to  construct  dams  in  your  sewers? — It  is  private  property. 

{Mr.  Totvn  Clerk.)  It  is  a stream  running  through  a man's  garden ; and  thei'e 
has  been  a placing  of  drains  and  sewers  into  it. 

5110.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor^  Is  it  at  the  present  moment  the  case  that 
the  solid  matters  of  the  sewerage  are  pent  up  there  ? — I do  not  know.  I cannot  speak 
from  any  personal  knowledge  of  it. 

5111.  {Dr.  Robinson.).  Are  you  aware  that  a public  representation  respecting  this 
very  nuisance  was  made  to  Mr.  Kawlinson  in  1849  ? — No,  I do  not  recollect  it 

5112.  {Chairman  to  Dr.  Robinson.)  Is  it  your  impression  that  there  was  an  analogous 
nuisance  in  existence  in  1849  ? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Dunn)  That  would  be  the  stagnant  pool  1 suppose ; that  was  a great  nuisance 
to. 

5113.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Wliich  was  remedied  by  arching  over  the  sewer  ? — Yes. 

5114.  And  now  you  find  the  sewer  itself  a nuisance  ?— Yes ; I might  mention  that 
long  before  this  thing  was  examined  into  so  maturely,  we  had  experienced  bad  smells 
in  all  these  houses  in  St.  Maiy’s  Place.  It  did  not  suit  everybody  to  examine  into  the 
minutim,  and  I did  not  examine  into  it  till  September ; but  I am  now  convinced  of  the 
cause  and  effect  and  everything  about  it. 

5115.  (ilfr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor)  Is  the  sewer,  which  has  this  dam  across  it, 
one  of  your  own  construction  ? — No. 

5116.  Is  it  under  your  control? — It  is  on  private  land. 

{Mr.  Dtmn.)  But  it  is  in  the  borough. 

1'  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  There  will  be  no  difiiculty  in  arranging  with  them  to  do 
what  is  proper  to  remove  any  nuisance,  now  that  the  town  surveyor  is  apprised  of  it ; 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  could  know  of  it. 

5117.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  I understand  you  to  say  you  were  not  aware 
of  it  p rviously  ? — I was  not  aware  of  it.  I have  not  seen  it  myself. 

5118.  In  the  year  1853,  had  you  never  heard  it  complained  of  as  a nuisance  ? — I had 
not. 

5119  {Mr.  Dunn.)  Did  you  ever  hear  of  bad  smells  about  St.  Mary's  Place  and  Vine 
Lane  ? — No,  I do  not  recollect  that  ever  I did. 

5120.  {Mr.  Dunn)  But  other  people  have  ? — {Mr.  Town  Surveyor {)  I am  so  accustomed 
to  them,  that  perhaps  I do  not  feel  them  as  other  people  do. 

5121.  {Chanrman  to  Mr.  Dunn.)  In  your  opinion,  it  is  still  in  a state  which  renders 
it  a nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood  ? — Yes,  and  always  will  be  until  something  is  done. 

{The  following  memorial  relative  to  the  above  nuisance,  and  dated  the  20th  November 
1849,  was  afterwards  put  in  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians.) 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Gentlemen, — We  the  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  ourselves  and  others,  proprietors  and 
occupiers  of  houses  in  Lovaine  Row,  Place,  and  Terrace,  St.  Mary's  Place,  Eldon  Place, 
&c.,  respectfully  request  your  assistance  to  compel  the  removal  of  a most  injurious  and 
dangerous  nuisance  caused  by  the  constant  accumulation  of  immense  masses  of  filth,  &c.,  in 
what  is  called  a mill  dam,  being  also  an  open  channel,  situated  in  a valley  a little  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Barras  Bridge,  and  surrounded  by  our  dwellings,  being  supplied  by  a small 
stream  of  water,  which  is  also  the  common  sewer  course  of  the  numerous  houses  about  the 
Baj-ras  Bridge,  Eldon  Street,  and  other  places,  to  the  extent  of  about  half  a mile  west- 
ward, with  a brewery  at  the  extremity,  the  stench  from  which,  especially  in  warm 
weather,  is  intolerable.  It  has  been  several  times  complained  of  and  discussed  before  the 
magistrates,  who  have  in  their  possession  the  needful  certificate  by  two  medical  men,  one 
of  whom  verbally  described  it  as  a “ fearful  nuisance."  Orders  have  been  given  for 
cleansing  or  removing  the  filth.  The  town  surveyor  has  been  subsequently  requested  by 
the  magistrates  to  examine  and  report  upon  it,  the  result  of  which  is  said  to  be  “ that 
“ the  cleansing  and  removal  of  the  filth  by  laying  it,  for  the  time,  on  the  sides  of  the  dam 
“ and  water  course,  adds  to  the  nuisance  by  the  malaria  and  miasma  arising  therefrom, 

“ whilst  in  a very  few  days  there  will  be  a fresh  accumulation  of  filth  as  injurious  as 
“ before,  and  the  only  effectual  remedy  is  to  remove  the  dam  or  obstruction  by  making  a 
“ straight  course  and  covering  it  over." 
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We  therefore  most  earnestly  beseech  you  speedily  to  adopt  such  means  as  may  be  in 
your  power  to  abate  and  effectually  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a nuisance  so  well  calculated 
to  affect  the  health  and  endanger  the  lives  not  only  in  our  neighbourhood  but  the  town 
at  large,  by  engendering  fevers,  cholera,  and  other  fatal  diseases. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  We  are.  Gentlemen, 

20th  Nov.  1849.  Youi’s  most  respectfully, 

[Signed  by  the  witness  and  fifty-five  other  persons.] 

5126.  There  is  another  point,  I see,  in  this  paper,  with  reference  to  gas  ? — I wish  to 
notice  that  the  gas  here  is  exceedingly  bad.  In  an  ordinary  room,  where  one  burner  of 
good  gas  would  be  sufficient,  we  are  obliged  constantly  to  burn  two,  and  very  often  three 
and  I would  submit  that  the  atmosphere  of  that  room  cannot  be  very  wholesome. 

5127.  Do  I correctly  understand  you  as  complaining  of  the  gas  with  reference  to  its 
illuminative  power,  rather  than  with  reference  to  its  effect  on  the  public  health  ? — I submit 
that  if  it  is  of  such  a very  impure  nature  that  you  are  obliged  to  burn  two  lights  or 
three  instead  of  one,  it  must  tend  to  vitiate  the  aii". 

5128.  We  have  had  general  evidence  to  that  effect,  that  the  gas  is  impure  ; that,  more 
or  less,  no  doubt  impure  gas  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  ; but  we  have  not  yet  had 
any  definite  instance  where  any  one  could  attribute  a single  case  of  diarrhoea  or  any  other 
disease  to  the  impurity  of  the  gas.  If  you  know  of  anything  more  specific  than  that, 
we  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  it  ?—  I cannot  speak  of  any  specific  instance. 

5129.  With  reference  to  the  geology  of  certain  parts  of  the  town,  are  you  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  it  ? — I believe  that  various  of  your  questions  have  referred  to  the  clays 
on  which  the  town  stood. 

5130.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  geology  of  the  town  ?-r— Yes,  a good  deal.  The 
ground  in  Sandgate  is  different  from  that  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  town. 

5131.  What  is  it  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  town  ? — The  upper  parts  are  mostly  clay, 
and  when  you  get  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Westgate  it  is  mostly  upon  the  freestone  rock  ; 
but  there  is  a great  quantity  of  sand  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandgate,  and  I suppose  the 
name  has  been  derived  from  that  circumstance.  I know  within  my  own  knowledge  that 
in  some  parts  it  is  eight  or  ten  fathoms  thick  with  sand.  I know  that  at  Mr.  CrawhalTs 
ropery  there  are  ten  or  a dozen  fathoms  of  it. 

5132.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Sand  altogether,  or  interlaminated  with  sand  and  clay  ? — Mostly 
sand. 

5133.  Is  it  dry? — It  is  sometimes  quick;  sometimes  there  is  water  in  it. 

5134.  Taking  the  district  of  Sandgate  and  about  there,  are  the  houses  actually  built  on 
and  in  sand  ? — Near  the  gas  works  down  at  Sandgate,  there  is  a solid  mass  of  sand. 

5135.  Fifty  or  sixty  feet  thick? — Thicker  in  many  places.  I know  the  lower  part  of 
Sandgate  is  almost  entirely  sand  at  the  surface,  and  to  a great  depth. 

5136.  Chairman.)  Does  Sandgate  form  an  exception  in  this  respect  to  the  rest  of  the 
town? — No;  I think  there  are  other  such  parts  along  the  side  of  the  river,  the  Sand 
Hill  and  up  by  the  infirmary. 

5137.  Is  it  sandy  at  the  Close  ? — I apprehend  it  would  be  ; twelve  or  fourteen  fathoms 
below  the  surface  there  are  regular  gravel  beds  alternating  with  the  coal,  then  going  up 
again,  and  then  sometimes  taking  away  the  coal  altogether. 

5138.  Not  interlaminated  ? — No,  but  gravel  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick. 

5139.  We  have  heard  of  what  are  called  pot  holes,  hollowed  out  of  the  blue  clay  ; is 
that  what  you  allude  to  ? — No. 

5140.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  about  the  water  which  is  supplied 
by  the  Whittle  Dean  company  ? — I do  not  use  the  water  ; we  have  very  good  water  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  house. 

5141.  A pant,  or  well,  or  what  ? — Well  water  taken  from  a gi’avel  bed. 

5142.  Did  you  notice  the  Whittle  Dean  water  during  the  last  summer  ? — No,  I have 
not  taken  much  notice  of  it.  I have  heard  many  complaints  of  it,  but  I cannot  speak  of 
my  own  observation. 

5143.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  know  the  manner  in  which  the  various  pants  and  springs 
of  water  are  supplied  in  Newcastle  ? — Yes,  they  are  mostly  supplied  from  gravel  beds. 
There  is  a bed  extending  in  many  parts  of  the  town.  All  up  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Barras  Bridge  I know  there  is  a gravel  bed  which  produces  constant  supplies  of  water. 

5144.  Is  there  any  communication  between  the  drainage  of  the  sewers  or  houses  and 
these  gravel  beds  ? — N o,  I should  think  not,  because  we  have  very  good  water  in  the 
midst  of  neighbourhoods  where  there  is  a considerable  nuisance  ; it  does  not  seem  to 
affect  it  at  all. 

5145.  Nicely  tasted  water? — It  is  as  excellent  water  as  can  be;  bright  and  excellent 
water. 


Mr.  Andrew  D.  Greaves  Davidson,  examined. 

5146.  {Chairman.)  You  wish  to  speak  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  Spital  Tongues  ? 
— Yes. 

5147.  Are  you  an  inhabitant  of  Spital  Tongues  ? — Yes. 

5148.  What  do  you  consider  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place? — Very  bad 
indeed. 


M.  Dunn.,  Esq, 
24th  Jan.  1854. 


Mr. 

A.  D.  G.  Davidson. 
30th  Jan.  1854. 
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5149.  Was  it  the  same  in  August  1853  ? — It  has  been  so  for  many  years. 

5150.  You  say  in  this  paper  that  there  is  only  one  drain  in  the  village  ; is  that  the  case  ? 
— Yes. 

5151.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Only  a drain  to  one  house,  or  only  one  main  drain? — One  drain 
carried  up  behind  certain  houses. 

5152.  Would  not  one  drain  be  enough? — No  ; it  serves  only  for  sixteen  houses. 

5153.  It  only  serves  part  of  the  houses  in  the  village? — Just  so. 

5154.  Do  they  drain  into  it  ? — Yes. 

5155.  {Chairman.)  This  drain  discharges  into  the  burn  which  flows  uncovered  in  front 
of  several  houses  facing  the  Leazes? — Yes. 

5156.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  mean  that  all  their  privies  open  into  it  ? — The  refuse  water 
from  their  sinks  goes  into  it. 

5157.  Not  their  privy  stuff? — No. 

5158.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  result  of  this  discharge  into  the  burn,  which  flows 
uncovered  in  the  front  of  the  houses  ? — We  call  it  a burn,  though  it  is  not  exactly  a burn. 
It  is  supplied  from  the  mill  above  Spital  Tongues.  In  summer  time,  when  the  mill  is  not 
on,  people  go  and  put  their  filth  and  dirt  into  this  burn  side,  and  the  heat  of  the  weather 
causes  it  to  smell  most  a^vfully,  enough  to  knock  you  down  sometimes. 

5159.  Was  that  the  case  in  August  1853  ? — Yes;  it  is  so  every  summer.  Sometimes 
the  water  does  not  run  for  months  at  the  mill. 

5160.  You  state  that  the  viewer  of  the  colliery  has  provided  an  ash-pit  and  privies 
recently  ; is  that  the  case  ? — Yes. 

5161.  About  what  time  did  he  do  so? — After  the  epidemic. 

5162.  Is  that  on  the  public  road  leading  to  the  Cowhill  and  the  village  of  Kenton  ? — Yes. 

5163.  Do  you  think  that  it  should  have  been  placed  in  a different  position? — 
Quite  so. 

5164.  Where? — Behind  the  Pit  Row,  where  it  would  have  been  out  of  the  way  of 
every  one, 

51  65.  Has  it  become  a nuisance  ? — A veiy  great  nuisance. 

5166.  At  the  time  this  place  was  being  erected,  did  any  one  come  to  you  and  complain 
that  it  was  not  a proper  position  for  it  ? — Yes ; Mr.  Charlton,  the  inspector  of  nuisances, 
happened  to  be  up  at  that  particular  time,  and  he  asked  them  what  they  were  doing  there. 
They  said  they  were  going  to  erect  an  ash-pit  and  privies.  He  said  it  was  not  a fit  and 
proper  place  for  it,  and  that  it  would  not  be  allowed  to  remain  there.  However,  it  appears 
to  have  gone  on,  notwithstanding  his  notice ; and  it  is  a veiy  great  nuisance  to  the  place. 
It  is  called  Mr.  Hunter’s  monument  to  the  cholera. 

5167.  Is  there  any  drain  leading  away  from  it? — None  whatever;  it  is  only  about  ten 
yards  from  the  houses. 

5168.  You  ’wish  also  to  make  some  statement  as  to  the  accumulations  of  filth  about  the 
Spital  Tongues,  which  a gentleman,  who  gave  evidence  before  us  here,  considered  to  have 
been  entirely  removed,  so  that  the  place  was  now  in  a very  good  condition  ? — Yes. 
Behind  Douglas’s  Row  it  has  accumulated  for  several  years.  It  has  occasionally  been 
removed  ; but  is  now  about  thiifiy  feet  broad  and  five  feet  high,  and  has  been  so  for  a very 
considerable  period. 

5169.  Then  there  must  have  been  a slip  of  Mr.  Harvey’s  memory? — I think  it  is  so  high 
that  he  probably  would  take  it  to  be  the  road  instead  of  a midden.  It  is  fully  four  feet 
above  the  footpath  below  it. 

5170.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Was  that  neighbourhood  very  dirty  last  summer? — Yes  ; dreadful. 

5172.  (Chairman.)  Thirty  feet  broad  and  five  feet  high,  you  state? — Yes,  fully  that ; 
and  about  forty  yards  long. 

5173.  When  they  remove  the  filth  from  Hunter’s  Monument,  where  do  they  deposit  it? 
— Behind  our  houses,  in  a place  which  was  used,  before  the  present  owners  had  the  colliery, 
as  a brick -yard  ; but  now  they  make  it  a deposit  for  all  the  filth  and  ashes  about  the 
place. 

5174.  How  far  is  that  fi-om  the  houses  which  you  allude  to  ? — About  fifty  yards. 

5175.  Is  that  near  enough  to  be  a nuisance? — A very  great  nuisance.  It  is  like  a 
corporation  midden  now  instead  of  anything  else. 

5176.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Like  a public  midden? — Like  a public  midden. 

5177.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  also  another  large  heap  in  process  of  accumulation  ? — Yes, 
a very  large  one  indeed. 

5178.  Where  is  that  ? — About  forty  yards  from  where  I live. 

5179.  Is  that  a nuisance  ? — Yes  ; it  is  composed  of  the  refuse  from  the  pit,  hot  ashes, 
and  the  refuse  coal,  and  it  ignites  and  burns,  and  the  sulphur  that  arises  from  it  is 
enough  to  sufibcate  you.  In  the  house  last  night,  for  instance,  when  the  ■wind  was  in 
that  direction,  you  could  hardly  breathe. 

5180.  Was  it  in  course  of  accumulation  in  August  last? — Part  of  it  was.  They  were 
just  commencing  at  that  time  to  deposit  there. 

5181.  Have  you  any  other  complaint  to  make  ? — I think  that  the  owners  of  the  colliery 
appear  to  be  making  the  place  as  bad  as  ever  they  can,  and  without  at  all  improving  it. 
There  is  no  drain  at  all  in  the  pit-hole  to  take  the  water  away.  It. is  all  what  you  call 
gutter  water ; the  water  flows  into  the  burn  side  that  I am  speaking  of,  and  behind  the 
pit-hole,  too,  there  is  another  drain  where  the  people  throw  their  filth,  an  open  gutter. 
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5182.  On  the  whole,  your  opinion  of  the  sanitary  state  of  Spital  Tongues  does  not 
seem  to  be  at  all  favourable  ? — -It  is  very  bad  indeed. 

5183.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  about  the  water? — I have  heard  a great 
deal  said  about  the  water  of  Spital  Tongues.  It  comes  from  a fountain  that  was  always 
noted  as  a splendid  water,  but  since  the  erection  of  the  union  workhouse,  all  the  refuse 
from  that  place  comes  down  tlnmigh  certain  fields  to  the  Moor  edge,  and  there  gets  into 
the  old  'workings,  and  mixes  and  contaminates  the  water  that  flows  out  of  the  fountain. 
I was  not  particularly  aware  of  that  myself  till  last  summer,  when  our  pump  got  dry,  on 
account  of  letting  the  inhabitants  have  the  use  of  the  water,  and  my  people  happened 
to  send  up  to  the  fountain  to  get  some.  I was  not  aware  of  it  till  I got  some  myself, 
and  said,  “ What  have  you  been  doing  with  the  })ump  ; the  water  is  very  bad  ? ” They 
said,  “It  was  the  fountain  wa.ter.” 

5181.  Did  it  taste  bad? — Yes. 

5185.  And  smell  bad  ? — Yes  ; it  smelt  like  rotten  eggs. 

5186.  {Mr.  Tov'ih  Clerk.)  We  have  had  it  analysed  lately,  and  it  does  not  present  any 
such  features.  There  must  have  been  some  accidental  circumstance  ? — Mr.  Charlton,  the 
inspector,  tasted  it,  and  he  said  he  could  not  get  the  taste  out  of  his  mouth  for  two  or 
three  hours  afterwards. 

{Mr.  Charlton.)  It  did  not  taste  like  rotten  eggs.  I can  scarcely  describe  tlie  taste. 

5187.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Should  you  have  liked  or  disliked  it  ? — {Mr.  Cha/rlton.)  I did  not 
like  it. 

5188.  [Mr.  Toivn  Clerk  to  Mr.  Davidson.)  You  ascribe  it  to  the  union  house? — Yes, 
entirely. 

5189.  That  water  has  five  parts  of  carbonate  of  lime,  twenty  parts  of  sulphate  of  lime, 
and  nine  parts  of  solulile  salts  in  it,  but  they  do  not  report  any  organic  mattei-  in  it  ? — 
It  had  a very  bad  taste,  and  it  had  a very  liad  smell ; that  is  all  I can  say  aliout  it. 

5190.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point? — Nothing  further  than  that  I think 
the  proprietors  of  the  colliery  ought  to  be  stopped  from  making  all  these  nuisances  in  the 
neighbourhood.  We  are  in  tlie  municipal  borough,  and  Ave  liave  to  pay  rates  for  paving 
and  sewers,  for  which  we  get  no  compensation  at  ail. 

5191.  Are  not  you  lighted  and  paved  ? — No,  we  have  no  lights  and  no  paving  at  all. 

5192.  (i/r.  Harnond.)  Orders  have  been  given  now  for  the  })aving  and  lightino- 
Does  this  nuisance  remain  yet  on  the  part  of  the  workhouse  ? — Yes,  it  does. 

519.3.  Have  you  seen  it  lately? — ^No,  but  I understand  so. 

5191.  How  long  is  it  since  you  did  see  it  ? — I have  not  seen  it  since  Mr.  Charlton  and 
I were  there. 

5195.  Orders  were  given  to  remove  it  some  time  ago? — But  I do  not  think  they  have 
lieen  executed.  I have  heard  say  that  it  is  still  there.  I iutjuired  yesterdajL 


Mr.  Thomas  Kendal  Winter,  sworn. 

5196.  {Chairman.)  What  evidence  do  you  wish  to  give  us?  — The  propertyOn  doggers 
Entry  had  been  in  the  possession  of  my  father  for  a long  time,  and  during  his  occupation 
and  superintendence  of  it  I knew  nothing  about  it.  After  his  death,  my  brother-in-law 
Iiad  the  management.  I was  then  away  from  tlie  place,  and  after  my  brother-in-law  died 
I took  the  management,  about  a year  and  a half  ago.  Wlien  I took  the  management  it 
was  in  a very  bad  state  of  repair,  and  from  that  period  np  to  the  present  I have  gradually, 
with  the  means  I have  in  my  power,  endeavoured  to  imt  it  in  the  best  possible  condition. 
I have  attended  also,  so  far  as  I was  able,  to  tlie  comforts  and  cleanliness  of  the  tenants ; 
but  I find  that  they  are  very  perverse,  and  if  I were  to  be  Avith  them  in  the  morning, 
watching  over  them,  they  would  commit  acts  of  dirt  before  my  eyes.  I have  a person 
employed  that  cleans  the  yard  out  every  morning,, and  she  says  that  they  actually  come 
and  throAV  their  pots  at  her  foot  Avhen  she  is  SAA'eeping,  sayfing,  “ You  are  Arell  paid  for  it ; 
do  it.”  I made  it  a rule  also  Avith  tliem  that  VvdioeA^er  takes  a house  must  clean  it,  and 
also  Avash  their  stairhead  once  a week.  I found  that  all  these  things  Avere  not  done.  For  a 
little  time  it  goes  on,  and  after  it  has  Iieen  done  Aveek  after  Aveek  twice  or  thrice,  I cannot 
get  it  accomplished  any  more,  and  I liave  to  do  this  in  order  to  get  it  effected.  Another 
point  is  this,  Avith  regard  to  the  stagnant  sewage  at  the  back  of  the  premises. 

5197.  {Mr.  Bate'mam.)  Is  that  the  one  Avhich  Mr.  AVinsliip  spoke  of? — Yes;  it  is  a 
public  drainage.  It  has  been  there  nom  time  immemorial,  and  it  runs  at  the  back  of  riy 
late  father’s  premises  and  at  the  back  of  the  Westgate  Street  premises,  and  it  runs  up 
into  CollingAvocd  Street.  Ydien  I Ai  as  a lad  there  Avas  a flush  of  water,  Avhich  used  to  run 
down  there  continually^  by  which  all  the  excrements  Avere  gradually  washed  away  into 
the  Lort  Burn.  We  had  tAvo  privies  ; one  was  a large  one,  Avhich  had  connexion  Amth 
this  sewerage,  and  it  Avas  Avith  open  seats,  l)ut  there  Avas  accoimnodation  for  three  or  four 
men  ; it  was  entered  by  a long  passage,  a passage,  perhaps,  of  ten  ymrds,  and  it  AAms 
distinct  from  another  I'llvy  that  Ave  kept,  appropriated  to  the  females.  The  habits  of 
the  men  became  such,  that  instead  of  going  u]>  to  the  end  of  this  place,  and  doing  what 
was  right,  they  actually  sat  doAvn  in  the  passage,  and  my  father  was  obliged  to  board 
it  up. 


Mr. 

A.  D.  G.  Davidson. 
30th  Jan.  1834. 


3Ir.  T.  K.  f Fin  ter. 
28th  Jan.  1854. 
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5198.  Jjo  you  know  of  more  than  one  privy  in  that  entry.^ — Yes,  two.  1 can  show 
one  now,  to  which  I have  a private  entrance,  for  the  accommodation  of  a large  number  of 
joiners,  who  occupy  a large  space  of  the  yard,  and  they  keep  it  clean  and  in  order. 

5199.  What  are  the  other  people  residing  in  doggers  Entry;  are  they  of  any  trade? 
— They  are  general  laboui-ers,  I think. 

5200.  {Mr.Tovm  Clerk.)  Are  they  natives  or  Irish  ? — Principally  Irish  ; hut  I intend 
to  get  all  the  Irish  out,  and  I shall  do  all  I can  to  improve  the  property.  With  regard  to 
that  stagnant  pool,  I am  willing  to  join  the  corporation,  or  the  rest  of  the  occupiers  and 
owners  of  property,  to  do  anything  that  is  requisite  to  obtain  a flush  of  water,  cr  to  do 
that  which  has  a tendency  to  promote  the  public  health. 

5201.  {Chairman.)  I see  that  this  is  a place  where  thex-e  were  ten  deaths  in  70 
inhabitants? — Yes  ; but  some  of  the  deaths  I attiibute  to  the  injudicious  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants  themselves.  Previously  to  the  cholera  I had  them  all  together ; I spoke  to 
them  about  its  coming,  and  told  them  what  to  do,  and  1 had  a man  constantly  washing 
the  passages,  and  also  the  rooms,  and  I gave  them  every  possible  information  to  put  them 
on  their  guard  ; but  they  are  under  such  feelings  of  superstition  that,  instead  of  running 
for  the  doctor  or  for  medicine,  they  ran  off  for  the  priest.  After  a person  died,  they 
washed  the  body  and  took  off  the  clothes  ; they  shook  off  the  clothes,  and  also  the  bed  ; 
one  or  two,  I believe,  died  in  consequence  of  that.  Some  of  them  would  sit  down  in 
their  dirt,  and  scarcely  wash  their  skins.  Wherever  you  find  that  a tenant  adopts  the 
system  of  attencbng  to  his  house,  that  property  becomes,  in  eveiy  sense  of  the  word, 
habitable  and  pleasant  to  look  at ; but  they  destroy  property  themselves.  A party  has 
come  in  lately  of  three  shoemakei’s,  and  the  condition  of  that  house  is  shocking.  I have 
ordered  them  out,  and  the  place  is  just  like  their  own  dirty  clothes  and  skin,  and 
everything  else. 

5202.  Witli  reference  to  this  privy  which  you  said  you  had  to  shut  up  ; was  it  lighted  ? 
— Not  at  nights,  but  if  I thought  that  they  would  use  it  properly,  I would  have  a light. 

5203.  How  can  you  expect  such  people  to  do  otherwise  than  use  the  entrance  of  a long 
and  probably  dirty  passage,  if  there  be  no  light  in  the  place? — I used  it  myself  at  nights 
when  I was  a lad. 

5204.  Perhaps  at  that  time  there  were  not  so  many  persons  using  it? — The  place  was 
occupied  with  tenants  then,  but,  I believe,  of  a better  class. 

5205.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Formerly  what  were  the  class  of  people  who  occupied  the 
proj)erty  ? — They  were  natives  of  the  town  generally. 

5206.  (Chairman.)  Not  so  dirty  as  these  Irish  ? — No. 

5207.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Now  is  there  no  privy  there  at  all? — There  is  one  privy  ; but  even 
now  it  cannot  be  jjroperly  used,  in  consequence  of  the  sewage  being  stagnant. 

5208.  (Chairman.)  How  many  years  ago  did  you  fasten  the  privy  up  ? — Five  or  six 
years  ago. 

5209.  And  is  this  open  water-com'se  behind  .still  offensive? — It  is;  it  cost  my  father 
about  10k  to  clean  it  out  several  years  ago.  Whatever  nuisance  it  ci-eates  now  coxxld  be 
ob\dated,  I think,  if  we  had  a flush  of  water  at  the  top  of  the  place. 

5210.  Ho  you  remember  what  was  the  state  of  the  grates  which  have  been  alluded  to 
opposite  the  entrance  to  the  entiy  ? — Yes,  when  I was  a boy,  they  wei’e  very  shocking  and 
filthy. 

5211.  How  are  they  now  ? — ^A  good  deal  better;  they  are  attended  to ; I know  that 
during  the  cholera  the  people  did  attend  to  what  was  jxroper  with  their  night  pots. 

5212.  Is  there  any  other  point? — No  other  point.  I thought  it  was  idglit  in  my  own 
ilefence  to  state  these  things  with  regard  to  dogger's  Entiy.  I am  disposed,  in  conjxmction 
with  the  corporation  or  the  other  owners  of  property,  to  do  what  is  right  for  the  conve- 
nience and  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

5213.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  think  that  if  these  places  were  improved  by  the  owners 
of  the  propei-ty  they  could  be  kept  in  a proper  condition  ? — I think  not.  When  adults 
get  settled  down  in  cei’tain  habits  it  is  difficult  to  eradicate  them. 

5214.  (Mr.  Toion  Clerk.)  You  must  remove  them? — Yes,  I intend  to  do  that;  I can 
oifly  do  it  by  degrees ; as  soon  as  a tenant  applies  for  a room,  I make  inquiries  for  his 
chai-acter,  and  then  a party  goes  to  the  house  to  see  what  property  he  has. 

5215.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  find  that  persons  getting  among  those  with  dirty  habits 
follow  the  practice  of  their  neighbours  ? — Not  a good  tenant ; his  family  retain  then- 
cleanly  habits. 

5216.  And  can  you  get  a good  tenant  on  property  of  this  description  ? — Not  at  present; 
the  whole  place  AviU  have  to  be  eradicated. 

5217.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  mean  pulled  down? — No,  I mean  the  tenants;  I have 
partially  paved  the  yard,  and  I have  ei'ected  numbers  of  spouts. 

5218.  Carrying  the  rainwater  off? — Yes;  and  I have  had  masons  and  bricklayers 
making  the  roof  water-tight. 

5219.  {3fr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  get  a thorough  draught  of  air  through  the  alley  ? — Yes. 

5220.  {Chairman.)  It  is  not  open  at  the  end,  is  it? — It  is  not  open,  not  a thorough- 
fare ; but  it  is  open  sufficiently  for  draughts. 

5221.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Only  a covered  passage  at  each  end,  is  there  ? — No,  there  is  not 
a covered  passage  at  each  end ; there  is  a little  cover  at  the  top  of  the  yard,  but  it 
opens  out  after  that  into  a large  area ; there  is  no  entrance  from  Westgate  Street. 
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5222.  And  ;i  covered  passage  from  the  other  part  ? — A covered  passage  at  the 
beginning. 

5223.  {Chairman.')  Which  is  a footway  only  ?— Yes. 

5224.  The  houses  on  each  side  of  this  entry  are  built  back  to  back  with  the  houses  of 
other  entries? — Yes,  of  course  they  are. 

5225.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  What  is  the  width  of  the  chare  ? — Eight  feet. 

5226.  {Chairman.)  What  is  the  width  near  the  Side  ? — It  is  nearly  a uniform  width 
all  the  way  up  ; it  is  rather  wider  a little  higher  up,  I think. 


Mr.  Nicholas  Gibson,  sworn. 

{Mr.  Gibson)  What  I wished  to  state  before  the  Commissioners  was  this,  that  one 
principal  difficulty  which  I have  found  in  the  management  of  tenemented  property, 
has  been  the  want  of  facilities  for  getting  ash-pits  and  ash -middens  emptied.  For  some 
time,  even  for  twelve  months  past,  we  have  found  it  difficult ; but  since  the  outbreak  of 
cholera,  the  pressure  being  greater,  I have  found  the  difficulties  very  much  increased.  We 
are  summoned  on  the  one  hand  by  the  authorities  for  not  having  it  done,  and  on  the  other 
we  are  prevented  doing  what  we  would  from  the  fact  that  we  cannot  get  persons  to  do  it. 
The  parties  in  the  habit  of  doing  such  things  take  their  own  time  and  make  their  own 
charges  ; and  I have  frequently  known  people  wait  for  weeks,  who  have  been  very  anxious 
to  get  their  middens  emptied,  before  they  could  do  so  ; doing  their  very  best,  and  making 
every  inquiry. 

5227.  {Mr.  Simon)  Are  there  no  persons  who  call  regularly  for  the  removal  of  such 
stuff  ? — No. 

5228.  When  you  wish  to  have  the  contents  of  your  midden  and  privy  removed,  are  you 
obliged  to  find  some  one  for  yourself,  some  person  connected  with  a farm,  or  some  person 
of  the  kind,  to  remove  them  ? — We  are  obliged  to  make  inquiry  foi'  parties  who  go  about 
emptying  out  ash-middens,  and  sometimes  we  have  to  inquire  for  days  before  we  can  find 
one.  When  we  have  found  him  he  perhaps  will  not  have  time  ; he  charges  mostly  a 
sovereign  ; I know  it  cost  my  father  1 6s.  for  emptying  out  a small  midden  within  the  last 
fortnight. 

5229.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Is  there  no  office  at  which  you  can  inquire? — No.  If  the 
corporation  would  rent  this  business  to  some  responsible  paidy,  to  whom  application  could 
be  made,  and  who  should  make  a reasonable  and  equitable  charge  for  the  removal  of  such 
filth,  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  would  be  very  much  improved  by  it. 

5230.  {Mr.  Totvn  Clerk)  Or  if  the  corporation  removed  it  themselves,  as  they  do  at 
Manchester  ? — Yes. 

5231.  {Mr.  Simon)  What  you  wmuld  be  glad  'to  have  would  be  some  regular 
opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  your  refuse  ? — Yes,  and  that  at  something  like  a reasonable 
and  equitable  charge. 

5233.  {Mr.  Totvn  Clerk)  To  what  locality  do  you  refer  when  you  speak  of  the 
difficulties  of  getting  ash-pits  emptied  1 — I have  found  it  even  in  my  own  locality ; and  I 
have  tenemented  property  under  ni}’^  charge  where  it  is  more  especially  the  case. 

5234.  In  what  part  of  the  town  is  that? — In  Pitt  Street. 

5235.  Pitt  Street,  ArthuFs  Hill;  you  are  speaking  of  the  suburbs? — Yes.  I do  not 
wish  to  make  any  complaint ; but  I wish  to  have  something  of  the  kind  established. 

5236.  {Mr.  Simon)  Have  you  ever  lived  within  the  old  borough  ? — I do  now.  In 
Portland  Place,  New  Bridge  Street. 

5237.  Have  you  experienced  that  difficulty  where  you  live  ? — Yes  ; and  many  parties, 
I find,  make  the  same  complaint ; not  against  the  corporation,  but  they  feel  that  difficulty 
in  keeping  their  ash-middens  in  a proper  condition,  and  getting  them  emptied  often 
enough. 

5238.  {Mr.  Totvn  Clerk)  On  acbount  of  the  expense  of  it? — Not  entirely.  They 
cannot  get  men  to  do  it.  There  is  another  thing.  I can  fully  corroborate  Mr.  Winter's 
statement  with  reference  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  places  clean,  from  the  filthy  habits 
of  the  tenants.  I believe  that  no  regulation,  however  good,  will  keep  the  places  long 
clean,  with  the  habits  that  many  of  our  population  have  got,  even  English  as  well  as 
Irish.  Tlie  Irish  are  very  bad  and  filthy  sometimes.  I find  the  English  sometimes  as 
bad. 

5239.  If  you  cleansed  the  house  one  day  for  them,  what  would  be  its  state  the  next  ? 
— It  would  get  very  dirty,  and  dirtier  still  the  next. 


Mr.  G.  Bouchier  Kichardson,  sworn. 

5240.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Wliere  do  you  reside? — In  Clayton  Street  West. 

5241.  Have  you  come  to  speak  of  the  condition  of  the  house  drainage  in  that  locality  ? 
— To  some  extent. 

5242.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  give  the  Commission  any  information  which  you 
may  possess  about  it  ? — The  principal  point  to  which  I make  reference  in  my  own^locality 
is,  that  there  is  an  ancient  stream  which  runs  within  about  thirty  yards  of  myrplace  of 
business  to  the  west. 


Mr.  T.  K.  Winter. 
28th  Jan.  1854. 


Mr.  N.  Gibson. 


Mr.  G.  B.  RicK\ 
ardson. 
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5243.  {Chairman^  Whereabouts  in  Clayton  Street  do  you  reside  ? — Between  Newgate 
Street  and  Fenkle  Street. 

5244.  On  which  side  of  the  way  ? — On  the  south  side  of  the  way. 

5245.  Beyond  the  little  entry  which  goes  down  behind  Mr.  Tov/n  Clerk’s  garden  ? — 
Exactly ; e.nd  the  little  entry  which  you  are  describing  is  the  line  of  that  water-course. 

5246.  It  is  covered  over  i — It  is  covered  over  mainly. 

5247.  Do  you  reside  between  that  water-course  and  Fenkle  Street,  or  betAveen  that 
Avater-course  and  NeAA^gaie  Street  ? — Between  that  water-course  and  Newgate  Street.  That 
Avater-course  runs  doAvn  past  the  back  of  the  houses  on  the  AA'est  side  of  NeAvgate  Street, 
and  by  the  back  of  St.  John’s  churchyard,  through  Pudding  Chare  and  Collingwood  Street, 
to  the  head  of  the  Side. 

5248.  And  there  into  the  Lort  Burn,  I suppose ?— Yes. 

524!).  Simon.)  Do  you  find  that  that  is  a nuisance  to  you  ? — It  is  decidedly  a 
nuisance  in  the  neighbourhood  ; and  lately  I,  in  company  Avith  Mr.  Winship,  the  surgeon 
for  the  parishes  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  John,  visited  the  Avhole  course  of  it,  and  Ave  traced 
some  jiarts  that  were  not  knoAvn  to  me  before.  Some  portions  AAmre  open,  and  they  were 
described  by  the  inhabitants  of  Low -Friar-street,  through  which  it  passes  a little  further 
north  than  where  I live,  as  producing  noxious  smells  frequently.  We  also  made  inquiry 
of  the  people  living  over  and  by  it,  and  we  fouud  that  there  had  been  a greater  amount 
of  death  from  cholera  in  the  immediate  line  of  that  burn  than  in  places  nearly  adjoining. 

5250.  Do  you  suffer  in  }mur  OAvn  house  from  stinks? — Yes  ; I do  not  knoAv  that  they 
arise  from  this  Avater-course  itself,  but  from  a branch  Avhich  jirobably  runs  into  it. 

5251.  What  branch  is  that  ? — Merely  the  branch,  I suppose,  from  the  water-closet  to 
the  house. 

5252.  Of  your  OAvn  house  ? — Yes. 

5253.  Is  it  drained,  is  it  a AAmter-clo.set  or  a privy  ? — I occujiy  only  the  premises  on 
the  basement ; and  the  smell  arises  from  the  Avater-closet  of  the  house  above.  It  is  badly 
constructed  ; my  printing  office  is  situated  on  the  basement. 

5254.  And  there  arises  through  the  stone  floor  a smell  ? — Yes ; every  noAV  and  then, 
through  chiidcs  and  crannies  in  the  fiooi',  and  it  is  very  inconvenient  even  to  investigate 
the  cause  of  it ; it  Avould  cause  a disruption  of  the  whole  place. 

5255.  Do  you  knoAV  Avhether  there  Avas  any  diarrhoea  in  your  house  during  the  period 
of  the  cholera? — I believe  that  all  my  workmen  Avere  partially  affected  with  it,  but  none 
of  them  Avere  laid  up. 

5256.  Do  you  know  of  anything  else  relating  to  the  drainage  in  your  locality  : for 
instance,  as  to  complaints  of  the  same  sort  being  made  in  any  other  houses  ? — I cannot 
say  that  I do  ; they  haA^e  not  come  before  me. 

5257.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  AAduch  you  wash  to  give  evidence? — I have  given 
attention  for  some  years  to  the  condition  of  the  toAvn  in  former  ages  in  reference  to  pesti 
fences,  and  in  reference  to  the  natural  drainage  by  ancient  streams. 

5258.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  any  information  Avhich  you  can  give  us  upon  these 
points  ? — If  you  think  it  would  be  of  any  value  ; I do  not  think  it  Avould  refer  to  the  present 
subject.  All  these  ancient  streams  are  nowq  I believe,  more  or  less  covered  over  and  form 
the  principal  drainage  of  the  toAvn. 

5259.  AVhich  are  they  ? — The  Lort  Burn  in  the  centre. 

5260.  {Chairman.')  .Skinner  Burn  ? — Skinner  Burn  on  the  extreme  west,  and  then 
Pandon  Dean  and  (iuse  Burn  on  the  exti'eme  east.  There  are  others,  but  they  ai'e 
comparatively  of  little  importance  ; there  is  the  Erick  Burn  which  runs  into  Pandon  Dean. 

5261.  Ancl  also  Bailey  Burn  which  lams  into  Pandon  Dean  I — I believe  it  is  one  stream 
named  difierently  at  difierent  points. 

5262.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Where  is  Erick  Burn  ?— The  Erick  Burn  runs  across  Percy  Street 
from  the  Leazes. 

5263.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  By  Spital  Tongues  then? — Yes,  I believe  it  has  its  rise  in  springs 
on  the  moor,  and  I think  it  comes  partially  down  Nortliumberland  Street  across  Saville 
Row,  runs  beneath  the  Trinity  church  in  NeAv  Bridge  Street,  and  down  Erick  Street 
which  is  named  after  it. 

5264.  (^Chairman.)  It  runs  along  one  side  of  the  gaol? — Yes,  and  down  Manor  Chare 
to  Pandon  Dean. 

5265.  {Mr.  Simon)  And  that  is  converted  into  a seAver  there? — I should  think  the 
drains  are  let  into  it ; there  is  always  a very  large  body  of  water  in  it.  I have  seen  it 
open  several  times. 

5266.  I think  Skinner  Burn  is  the  one  which  we  have  least  information  about.  Can 
you  tell  us  anything  about  that  ?— Yes.  It  has  its  rise  on  the  Len.zes,  and  runs  down 
Bath  Lane,  Avhich  is  in  the  Arthur’s  Hill  distiict  ; it  runs  partially  open  there,  aud 
then  it  runs  across  the  Westgate,  down  Thornton  Street,  all  under  the  level  noAV.  Thence 
it  goes  past  the  end  of  DerAvent  Place,  the  lower  end  of  which  is  built  upon  its  ancient 
bed  ; thence  round  the  Cattle  Market,  by  Marlborough  Crescent,  beneath  the  west 
end  of  the  infirmary,  doAvn  the  hill  to  the  river. 

5267.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  To^vn  Cleric)  That  is  about  the  boundary  of  the  old 
borough? — ^Yes  ; the  Sldnner  Burn  wms  the  ancient  boundary  on  the  west. 

{Mr.  Richardson)  The  real  name  of  the  burn  is  Gooden  Dean  ; it  is  only  Skinner 
Burn  at  the  mouth,  Avhere  the  sldnners  Avashed  the  hides. 
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5268.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Is  the  Lorfc  Burn  the  oue  which  goes  past  St.  Andrew’s  church  ? 
—Yes. 

5269.  That  is  very  foul,  as  I know  ? —It  is  very  bad  ; it  runs  open  in  Green  Court  yet. 

5270.  And  at  the  back  of  Mortimer  Court  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  same  place. 

5271.  {Mr.  Town  Clerh.)  It  has  been  stated  by  one  Avitness,  that  things  were  better 
when  the  burns  Avere  all  open ; and  tliat  the  mischief  has  been  done  since  tiiey  have  been 
covered  in.  You  would  not  agree  with  him  i — No.  These  things  Avere  all  provided  Avith 
common  privies  erected  on  their  banks  at  the  period  Avhen  they  Avere  lying  open.  I may 
state  that  that  stream  Avhicli  I first  mentioned  as  passing  my  oAvn  locality  is  still  open 
south  of  CollingAvood  Street ; and  the  mischief  has  been  done  in  that  case  by  the  seAver 
that  Avas  made  in  CollingAvood  Street.  It  cut  off'  the  communication  from  the  north  ; the 
consequence  is  that  there  is  stagnant  Avater  lying  in  the  noAV  disused  AAuiter-course  south  of 
CollingAvood  Street. 

5272.  {Chairman.)  That  is  a tributary  of  the  Lort  ? — Yes. 

5273.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Collingwood  Street  Ava.s  made  in  1809,  I think  ? — It  was,  but 
the  sewer  which  has  been  the  cause  of  the  stagnation  Avas  put  in  very  lately. 

5271.  (il7r.  Bateman.)  With  reference  to  that  stagnation  of  Avater  Avhich  has  been 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Win.ship  and  by  other  parties  near  Collingwood  Street,  I am  afraid  I 
have  not  yet  quite  got  into  the  reason  of  its  stagnating  there.  The  Avater  floAving  doAvn 
to  it  has  been  cut  off  and  diverted  into  other  directions  ? — Yes. 

5275.  But  Avould  not  the  Avater  froin  the  part  to  the  south  of  it  ca,rry  off  properly 
AvhateAmr  accumulated  there  ? — No  ; the  decline  is  not  sufficient. 

5276.  It  Avould  not  do  so  unle.ss  there  Avas  a flush  of  Avater  to  carry  it  through  ? — If  it 
Avas  flushed  it  Avould,  of  course,  carry  that  and  cA^erything,  but  there  is  no  decline. 

5277.  So  that  whatever  is  deposited  of  a heavy  character  remains  there  ? — Yes. 

5278.  And  gradually  chokes  it  up,  and  the  Avater  above  becomes  stagnant ; is  that  it  ? 
— I have  looked  down  from  windows  in  that  oAmreroAvded  locality,  and  noticed  it  standing- 
just  like  thick  black  mud  beneath,  and  a fearful  smell  arising  from  it. 

5279.  {Mr.  Toivn  Glerh)  These  burns  run  througli  private  property? — In  many  cases 
they  do. 

5280.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  Avhich  you  would  like  to  offer  us  any 
evidence? — I could  give  you  a vast  amount  of  matter. 

5281.  {Blr.  Simon.)  ITaAm  you  any  papers  on  the  subject  ? — I have  Avritten  a small 
Avork  on  the  subject  of  the  pestilences  Avhich  have  raAmged  the  North  of  England,  Avith 
preliminary  observations  on  the  drainage  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  I shall  be 
very  happy  to  present  to  the  Commission  a copy  of  it  ; I haAm  one  now  in  my 
possession.  {TIte  witness  handed  in  the  same.) 

5282.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  It  Avas  not  AAU'itten  for  this  occasion  ? — ^No,  it  Avas  Avritten  for 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in  this  town. 

5283.  {3fr.  Bateman.)  Hav-e  you  traced  the  epidemics  to  any  particular  causes  from 
time  to  time  ? — It  is  quite  evident  that  it  Avas  considered,  at  the  period  to  Avhich  I refer, 
the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth  centuries,  tha,t  dirt  and  filth  Avere  the  leading- 
cause  of  the  pestilence  and  disease  ; and  the  Corporation  then  took  every  means  apparently 
in  their  poAver  to  destroy  the  infection  that  seemed  to  be  hanging  about. 

5281.  (Mr.  Simon.)  In  the  I 6th  century  they  adojiled  AAmrks  of  sanitary  improvement  ? 
— Decidedly,  fl'lie  remoAml  of  ]iuisances  of  all  kinds  ; the  burning  of  tar  barrels,  and  the 
killing  of  vermin  as  they  Avere  considered,  geese  and  SAvine  and  ducks  running  about  the 
streets,  and  dogs  ; they  Avere  considered  to  carry  the  infection  from  house  to  house. 

5285.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk. ) You  do  not  see  any  SAvine  moving  about  the  streets  noAA'-a-dys  ? 
— Not  noAV. 

5286.  {Mr.  Bateman.  ) As  the  epidemics  successively  occurred  did  they  always  appear  to 
be  attributable  to  the  same  cause  ?- — They  almost  invariably  appear  to  have  adopted  the 
same  precaution,  or  means  of  riddance.  The  sick  Avere  taken  out  into  the  fields  in  tents. 

5287.  (Mr.  Town  Gle/rk)  What  pestilences  do  you  speak  of? — I s-peak  of  the  pestilences 
of  Elizabeth’s  time,  chiefly. 

5288.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  That  Avould  be  in  the  16th  century? — Yes. 

5288.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Of  the  plague  ? — Yes. 

5290.  (Chairman.)  Hoav  many  doors  are  you  from  the  entry  in  Clayton  Street  West, 
under  Avhich  the  drain  goes  ? — About  five  or  six  houses,  I tlfliik  ; I am  not  exactly 
certain. 

5291.  There  Avas  no  death  within  those  six  doors  from  ^mu  ? — Not  Avithin  those  six 
doors  from  me. 

5292.  It  Avas  just  the  house  on  the  other  side  of  that  entry  Avhere  there  Avas  a death  ? — 
Yes. 

52i)3.  And  from  there  to  the  south  v/est,  along  Clayton  Street,  there  Avere  five,  or  more  ? 
—Yes. 

52!)4.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Do  you  find  in  the  history  of  all  e]>idemics,  that  the  authorities 
of  the  time  Avere,  at  the  time  of  tlie  epidemic,  anxious  to  remove  all  dirt  and  filth,  and 
cleanse  the  jilace? — Yes  ; I believe  I have  almost  iiiA-ariably  found  it  so. 

5295.  Then  from  tliat  you  Avould  infer  that,  at  each  successive  visitation  of  the 
epidemic,  they  Avere  of  o}iinion  that  dirt  and  filth  had  something  to  do  with  the 
pestilence  ? — Yes. 
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5296.  And  that  the  previous  removal  of  all  this  accumulatiou,  or  the  prevention  of  this 
accumulation  might  have,  to  a great  extent,  mitigated  or  prevented  the  pestilence? — I 
have  no  doubt  they  were  well  aware  of  it ; but  I suppose  they  found  a difficulty  in 
inducing  people  to  be  more  cleanly.  Orders  were  made  on  special  occasions  to  make  the 
streets  sweet  and  clean  opposite  each  door  ; but  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
settled  system  of  scavenging. 

5297.  No  systematic  plan  of  carrying  out  the  precautions  which  they  thought  to  be 
necessary  ? — By  no  means.  There  were  very  large  dung-hills  in  the  town  at  that  time. 


Mr.  William  Wilson,  sworn. 

This  witness  made  two  complaints  about  the  sewers  in  this  town  : the  sewer  in  Pilgrim 
Street  having  been  put  in  above  the  level  of,  and  having  flooded,  the  cellar  of  his  former 
house  there.  No.  13,  since  swept  away  to  make  room  for  the  railroad  ; and  the  branch 
sewer  in  High  Friar  Lane  having  been  put  in  at  so  small  a depth,  that,  although  the 
drain  from  the  water-closet  of  his  present  house  there  had  been  introduced  into  it  at  the 
very  bottom  of  it,  the  fall  obtained  was  so  very  small,  that  the  drain  would  not  act 
properly,  and  so  had  become  completely  closed  u]i.  He  also  spoke  to  the  fllthy  state  of 
the  gratings  in  certain  parts  of  the  town,  owing  to  the  absence  of  privies ; and  made 
some  complaints  as  to  the  rates  charged  by  the  water  company,  and  as  to  other 
of  their  proceedings,  not  bearing  very  immediately  on  the  objects  of  this  inquiry. 


Mr.  William  Kichaedson,  examined. 

This  witness  made  a lengthy  and  somewhat  obscure  statement  concerning  the  drainage 
in  Marlborough  Crescent,  respecting  which  a controversy  between  himself  and  some  of 
his  neighbours  and  the  local  authorities  appears  to  have  been  going  on  ever  since  1835, 
and  respecting  which  various  memorials  and  inquiries  appear  to  have  been  presented  and 
made.  The  facts  of  the  case,  howevei',  are  so  much  in  dispute,  the  position  of  the 
Crescent  (exactly  on  the  borough  boundary)  so  peculiar,  and  the  bearing  ou  the  object  of 
this  inquiry  so  slight  apparently,  that  it  has  not  been  thought  requisite  to  go  into  it  at 
length.  The  subject  is  alluded  to  in  the  evidence  taken  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  in  1849. 
Vide  ante.  p.  38,  bottom. 


The  following  is  one  of  several  memorials  of  the  kind,  which  at  difterent  periods  of  the 
inquiry  were  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners,  (several  of  them  anonymously),  with 
reference  to  details  of  nuisances,  into  which  time  would  not  permit  of  the  Commissioners 
inquiring. 

To  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  &c 

Gentlemen, — AVe  the  undersigned  being  ratepayers  of  the  parish  of  South  St.  Andrews, 
do  hereby  make  complaint  of  a most  grievous  nuisance  with  which  we  have  been 
annoyed  for  several  years,  viz  : the  two  privies  at  the  north-east  end  of  the  New  Market. 

The  stench  arising  therefrom  daily  enters  our  shops  on  the  ground  floor,  even  in  cold 
weather ; but  in  hot  weather  it  is  most  intolerable,  to  the  injury  of  our  health  and  of  the 
sale  of  our  goods,  which  for  the  most  part  are  articles  of  food. 

Also  our  staircases  and  bedrooms  are  the  same,  the  stench  ailsing  from  a ventilator  in 
the  roof  of  the  privies  just  below  our  chamber  windows. 

We  have,  some  of  us,  repeatedly  spoke  to  the  corporation  servants  (this  being  corpora- 
tion property),  but  have  hitherto  got  no  satisfaction  or  redress. 

We  have  therefore  to  hope  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  take  such  steps  to  assist  us 
as  to  you  may  appear  needful  and  necessary. 

(Signed  by  fourteen  ratepayers,  resident  in  Nelson  Street,  the  Green 
Market,  Butcher  Market,  and  Clayton  Street.) 


Mr.  Robert  Nicholson  and  Mr.  David  Darling  Main,  sv/orn. 

5298.  (('hairman  to  Mr.  Main.)  You  are  secretary  to  the  Whittle  Dean  water 
company  ? — Y es. 

5299.  {To  Mr.  Nicholson.)  And  you  are  engineer  ? — I am. 

5300.  The  company's  fii’st  act  was  obtained  in  1845  ? — It  was. 

5301.  The  works  were  completed  and  the  water  brought  in  from  Whittle  Dean  in 
October  1848  ? — They  were. 

5302.  What  was  your  then  drainage  area  ? — It  was  very  nearly  3,600  acres. 

5303.  What  was  your  reservoir  capacity? — 215,000,000  of  gallons. 

5304.  What  was  your  daily  comsumption  ? — In  October  1848  it  was  1,000,000  of 
gallons  a day. 
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5805.  Then  it  had  considerably  increased  since  the  issuing  of  your  prospectus  in  1845  ? 

It  had.  In  the  year  1845  the  consumption  was  about  700,000  gallons  a day.  The 

works  for  supplying  the  town  at  that  time,  in  1845,  were  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
subscription  water  company’s  Avorks.  These  works  were  purchased  by  the  Whittle 
Dean  company,  who  took  possession  of  them  in  August  1845,  and  carried  them  on  from 
that  time  forward. 

5306.  Till  their  own  works  came  into  operation  ? — Yes  ; and  the  consumption  during 
that  time  had  increased,  as  I have  stated,  from  about  700,000  gallons  a day  to  1,000,000. 

5307.  (To  Mr.  Main)  Do  you  know  who  is  the  author  of  this  pamphlet,  “The 
History  of  the  Water  Supply  of  Newcastle?” — Yes  ; I wi-ote  it  myself 

5308.  Then  the  statements  in  it  are  substantially  cori-ect? — As  far  as  I am  aware. 

(Mr.  Nicholson)  I should  state  that  there  is  one  not  material  eiTor  in  it.  It  is  stated 

there,  I believe,  that  the  consumption  in  1 849  Avas  1,500,000  gallons ; it  was  so  about 
the  end  of  1849,  but  the  average  throughout  the  year  1849  was  about  1,350,000.  I speak 
from  my  own  experience. 

5309.  The  prospectus  of  the  company,  I think,  alludes  to  a ten  months’  storage  capacity 
in  the  reservoirs,  on  a daily  consumption  of  700,000  gallons  ? — ^Possibly  so  ; I did  not 
write  that.  I had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prospectus.  I should  state  that  I was  not  the 
engineer  when  the  Act  Avas  obtained.  The  Avorks  were  all  desigmed  by  Mr.  James 
Simpson,  of  London,  but  they  were  executed  under  my  direction.  1 was  not  connected 
with  the  company  when  the  jirospectus  was  issued,  nor  when  the  Act  was  obtained. 

5310.  But  calculating  from  your  storage  capacity  of  215,000,000,  and  a daily 
consumption  of  700,000  gallons,  you  will  find,  will  you  not,  that  it  is  about  307  days’ 
storage  ? — Yes. 

5311.  Then  at  the  time  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  your  works  in  1848,  when 
your  consumption  had  increased  to  a million  gallons  a day,  you  only  had  215  days’,  or 
seven  and  a half  months’  storage  in  your  reservoirs  ? — That  is  so. 

5312.  In  the  year  1849  you  had  a remarkable  abundance  of  water,  had  you  not;  so 
that  the  amount  stored  in  your  reservoirs  never  got  much  below  100,000,000  gallons  at 
any  period  in  the  year?— About  100,000,000  was  the  lowest  point. 

5313.  At  the  end  of  1849,  I understand  you  to  say  your  consumption  had  increased  to 
a million  and  a half  gallons  ? — Thereabouts.  I take  the  average  of  1850  at  a million 
and  a half 

5314.  In  the  year  1850  your  water  failed  you  in  the  summer? — It  did. 

5315.  On  the  22d  of  July  you  had  got  as  Ioav  as  55,000,000  gallons  .'' — Yes,  I have  it 
on  the  23d  of  July. 

5316.  Which  was  about  thirty-six  days’  store,  according  to  your  then  rate  of 
consumption  ?— It  was. 

5317.  On  that  22d  of  July  you  began,  to  pump  from  the  Tyne? — On  the  23d  of 
July  we  did. 

5318.  Under  the  powers,  as  it  were,  of  the  old  company,  whose  works  and  rights  you 
had  bought  up  by  the  36th  section  of  your  Act  ? — Yes. 

5319.  You  pumped  till  what  date  from  the  Tyne? — About  the  end  of  October. 

5320.  For  about  fourteen  Aveeks  ? — That  would  nearly  be  fourteen  weeks. 

5321.  At  what  rate  a day  did  you  pump? — The  total  quantity  pumped  was  from 

80.000. 000  to  84,000,000  gallons. 

5322.  And  notwithstanding  the  obtaining  of  these  additional  80,000,000  or  84,000,000 
gallons  from  the  Tyne,  the  amount  in  your  reservoirs  got  below  20,000,000  gallons  towards 
the  end  of  September,  did  it  not? — It  did. 

5323.  And  it  continued  for  about  five  weeks  beloAv  20,000,000,  though  never  below 

12.000. 000  gallons  ? — Never  below  12,000,000. 

5324.  At  that  time  were  you  filtering  your  water? — We  were.  I should  state  that 
those  works  at  Elswick,  where  we  took  the  water  from  the  river  Tyne,  were  constructed 
by  Mr.  Hawkesley  in  the  year  1836.  There  were  two  subsiding  tanks  and  a filter  bee 
The  water  in  1850  was  all  filtered  after  having  subsided,  in  the  same  manner  as 
previously  to  1848. 

5325.  You  used  the  filter  works  of  the  old  company,  if  I understand  rightly? — 
We  did. 

5326.  What  was  the  area  of  your  filter  ? — About  10,000  feet.  I have  not  the  exact 
dimensions  here. 

5327.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  filter  ? — It  was  from  five  to  six  feet  deep,  nearly 
six  feet.  The  bottom  was  broken  stones,  then  gravel,  and  then  sand,  in  about  equal 
proportions. 

5328.  Owing  to  this  failure  of  water  in  1850,  you  began  in  1851,  I believe,  to  make 
some  new  works  ? — No  sooner  did  we  discover  that  our  works  wei’e  not  adequate  to  the 
demand,  than  we  made  arrangements  with  the  landowners,  and  commenced  works,  during 
the  summer  of  1850,  to  bring  1,000  acres  of  additional  drainage  into  our  reservoirs,  and 
also  the  overflow  frf)m  the  Biver  Pont  when  the  water  in  that  stream  was  more  than  the 
mills  required.  That  was  done,  as  1 say,  by  arrangement,  we  having  no  Parliamentary 
powers.  We  also  arranged  witli  the  landowners,  and  immediately  after  the  winter  of 
1850-51  comtaenced  constructing  a large  additional  reservoir,  containing  115,000,000  of 
gallons. 
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Mr.  R.  Nicholson  5829.  You  did  this  voluntarily,  and  without  any  threat  of  a rival  company,  or  any 
and  compulsion  whatsoever? — We  did.  Not  a day,  not  an  hour  was  lost.  I need  not  tell 

Mr.  D.  D.  Main,  you  that  this,  being  permissive  only,  recpiired  time  ; but  I can  assure  you  that  not  a day 
was  lost  after  we  discovered,  in  1850,  that  our  works  were  not  ample  for  the  supply  of 
oil  Jan.  . .j.pg  town,  in  making  those  arrangements  ; and  the  construction  of  the  works  was  carried 
out  with  the  utmost  speed,  so  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  autumn  of  1851  the 
reservoir  which  I have  spoken  of  was  completed  and  fit  for  use.  We  then  had  a storage 
of  830,000,000  of  gallons,  with  a drainage  of  ■1,000  acres,  and  the  overflow  from  the 
Pont  in  times  when  there  was  more  passing  down  than  the  mills  required. 

5880.  When  did  you  complete  your  cut  to  the  Pont  ? — It  was  completed  in  the  sprincc 
of  1851.  ^ 

5381.  Do  you  remember  at  what  time  exactly  ? — I do  ])ot  remember;  but  it  was  not 
completed  in  time  to  be  of  service  in  the  summer  of  1851. 

5332.  (ii/r.  Bateman.)  That  is  to  bring  flood-water  from  the  Pont  ? — Just  so. 

5333.  (Chairman.)  Was  it  not  completed  by  the  10th  of  May? — I think  it  was 
completed  before  that  time. 

5331.  About  Avhen  ? — I do  not  remember  the  exact  date,  but  I believe  it  was  about 
the  month  of  March,  in  the  spring. 

5335.  May  we  say  the  middle  of  March  ? — I should  think  it  was  completed  about  the 
middle  of  March  ; ljut  I would  not  like  to  state  positively,  because  I do  not  know  it. 

5330.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  At  any  rate,  you  found,  at  the  end  of  March  and  the  beginning 
of  April,  1851,  that  your  old  reservoirs  were  lull  ? — Yes. 

5337.  And  they  were  again  full  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  ? — They  were  ; 
and  1 am  (piite  sm-e  that  that  filling  was  owing  to  om-  old  works,  and  not  to  any  supply 
that  we  obtained  from  the  north.  The  new  works  were  not  completed  in  time,  as  I have 
said,  to  be  available  at  that  time,  to  any  extent,  at  least. 

5338.  (Chairman.)  Y'^ere  they  completed  in  the  last  three  weeks  of  April  ? — I believe 
they  might  be,  but  1 could  not  positively  state  that. 

5339.  My  object  hi  asking  you  these  questions  is  to  endeavour  to  form  a notion  as  to 
how  much  of  the  water,  which  in  ordinary  circumstance  and  years  you  might  have 
obtained  tlirough  this  cut,  ran  to  waste  this  year,  owing  to  the  non-completion  of  your 
cut  or  new  reservoirs.  I uotice  that  in  the  last  three  weeks  of  April  your  old  reservoirs 
were  not  full,  although  they  were  full  for  the  last  week  in  March  and  the  first  week  in 
April  ; and  I want  you  to  give  us  a notion  how  much  of  the  water,  which  in  any  other 
year  you  might  expect  to  obtain,  ran  to  waste  in  1851,  owing  to  the  non-completion  of 
your  new  works  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question,  because  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
the  amount  of  water  that  ran  to  waste  down  the  Pont.  I should  state  that  v/e  found 
that  cut  to  be  of  no  great  value  to  us  in  summer,  when  we  most  needed  it. 

5310.  At  what  time  is  it  of  most  value  to  you  ? — It  is  of  most  value  to  us  in  times  of 
wet,  of  course  ; in  the  spring  of  the  year,  if  we  hajtpen  to  have  a wet  spring,  or  in  the 
summer  if  we  happen  to  have  thunder-showers. 

5341.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Heavy  floods? — Heavy  floods;  but  it  depends  entirely  upon 
the  season. 

5342.  (Chairman^)  I do  not  myself  see,  from  this  diagram,  that  there  was  any  chance 
of  your  having  lost  any  water  from  the  non-com] fietion  of  your  additional  reservoir,  except 
between  the  21st  of  March  and  the  8th  or  9th  of  May  1851  ? — I think  you  are  arrivhig  at 
a hasty  conclusion  there,  because  it  is  very  possible  that  before  the  month  of  March  our 
old  reservoirs  Avere  quite  full  ; therefore,  if  the  new  reservoir,  had  been  completed,  we 
should  have  been  storing  in  it  as  Avell. 

5343.  AVill  you  be  good  enough  to  look  at  your  fable  or  diagram,  and  tell  me  at  what 
time  between  your  extreme  deficiency  of  water  in  October  1850  and  the  21st  of  March 
1851  your  old  reservoim  ever  were  full  ? — They  were  full  in  March  1851  ; but  they  were 
not  full  bet'veen  those  two  times. 

5344.  Then  my  conclusion  was  not,  perha])3,  so  very  hasty  Avhen  I said  that  I did  not 
see  hoAy  you  can  ha\e  lost  any  Avater  from  the  non-conqiletion  of  youi'  new  reservoii's, 
except  after  the  21st  of  March  ? — From  the  non-completion  of  our  ncAv  reservoirs,  not 
until  then  ; Imt  from  the  non-completion  of  the  other  Avorks  in  connection  with  the  new 
reservoir,  we  may  have.  If  our  works  northwards  to  the  Pont  had  all  been  completed  in 
the  Avinter  of  1850-51,  ‘ve  certainly  should,  during  that  winter,  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  AA’ater  from  the  noiHr,  Avhich  Ave  should  haAm  stored  in  our  new  reservoir. 

5345.  Is  it  the  fact,  that  in  the  Avinter  of  1851-52,  after  you  had  completed  all  your 
new  Avorks,  you  AA'ere  absolutely  lower  by  35,000,000,  than  in  the  Avinter  of  1850-51, 
Avhen  you  had  not  completed  them  ; is  that  so  ? — That  fact  may  be  so,  but  I may  state 
another  fact : that  I knoAV  that  if  our  cut  had  been  completed  to  the  Pont  in  1850-51,  we 
should  have  had  a great  deal  more  Avater  in  our  reservoirs  at  the  commencement  of  1851 
than  Ave  actually  had ; because  during  that  time  there  were  seA^eral  floods,  so  much  so  in 
fact  as  to  retard  our  Avorks  considerably.  I should  also  beg  to  impress  upon  you  that  if 
those  new  works  had  been  completed  Avhilst  we  had  actually  a store  of  215,000,000 
gallons,  say  in  March  1851,  we  might  at  that  time,  instead  of  having  215,000,000,  have 
had  Amry  considerably  more.  I have  no  doubt,  in  fact,  that  the  new  reservoir  would  also 
ha\m  been  supplied  from  the  water  Avhich  we  shoidd  have  obtained  during  the  winter  of 
1850-51. 
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5346.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  What  you  mean  to  say  is  this,  that  had  you  had  the  advantage 
of  the  supply  which  you  expected  to  derive  from  the  Pont  in  the  course  of  the  winter  of 
1850-51,  and  also  a reservoir  to  store  it  in,  you  would  have  had  more  water  in  store  at 
the  commencement  of  1851,  than  you  had  under  the  circumstances? — No  doubt  of  it, 
a sfreat  deal  more. 

5347.  {Chairman?)  At  what  time  did  you  complete  your  reservoir,  and  therewith 
entirely  complete  your  new  works  ? — It  was  completed  about  the  middle  of  September, 
1851.  Every  possible  exertion  was  used  to  complete  it  in  time  to  store  water  in  it  for 
the  winter  of  1851. 

5348.  And  at  the  end  of  1851,  after  your  new  works  had  been  in  full  operation  for 
three  months,  you  had  35,000,000  gallons  less  in  store  than  at  the  end  of  1850,  before, 
as  I now  understand  you,  any  part  of  yom-  new  works  had  so  come  into  operation  ? — At 
the  end  of  1851,  our  quantity  in  store  was  110,000,000. 

5349.  What  were  the  comparative  amounts  of  rain  in  the  last  three  months  of  1850 
and  of  1851? — There  was  very  little  rain  in  the  autumn  of  1851.  I happen  to  have 
got  the  rain  fall  here  for  evexy  week.  In  the  second  week  of  October  1851,  there  was 
one-fifth  of  an  inch,  the  third  week  in  October  one-seventh  of  an  inch,  the  last  week  in 
October  one-fourth  of  an  inch  ; the  first  week  in  November  less  than  thi-ee-fourths  of 
an  inch,  the  second  week  one-seventh  of  an  inch,  the  third  week  one-fourth  of  an  inch, 
the  next  week  one-fourteenth  of  an  inch,  and  so  on.  The  next  week  one-third,  the  next 
week  one-fiftieth  of  an  inch,  the  next  week  one-fourth,  the  next  week  one-twentixth,  and 
the  two  last  weeks  in  the  year  nothing  at  all. 

5350.  {Mr.  Bateman)  But  in  the  last  week  of  Septembei’,  and  the  first  week  of 
October  1851,  you  seem  to  have  had  about  three  inches  ? — Nearly  so  ; about  two  inches 
and  three  quarters,  and  you  observe  that,  with  that  rain,  we  increase  the  quantity  in  our 
I’esex'voirs,  by  about  65,000,000  gallons. 

5351.  {Chairman.)  What  number  of  inches  of  rain  altogether  fell  in  the  last  thi’ee 
months  of  the  year  1851  ? — I have  run  through  it  veiy  hastily.  I make  it  a little  more 
than  three  inches. 

5352.  {Mr.  Bateman)  A little  more  than  foui',  I think  you  will  find  it  ? — Yes  ; four 
inches. 

5353.  {Chairman)  And  now  what  amount  fell  in  the  last  thi-ee  months  of  1850? — I 
make  it  six  inches  and  four-tenths. 
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5354.  As  compared  with  a little  above  four  inches  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
subsequent  year  ? — That  is  so. 

5355.  Let  us  now  see  what  number  of  inches  fell  in  the  first  three  months  of  1851  ? — 
I make  it  six  inches,  5 '9 9.  I think  I am  light. 

5356.  {Mr.  Bateman)  It  is  about  five  inches,  I think  ? — Our  week  ends  on  the  22d  of 
April ; and  including  those  two  days,  it  is  five  inches ; yes. 

5357.  {Chairman.)  Then  in  the  six  winter  months  of  1850-51,  there  fell  altogether 
11 '4  inches  of  rain  ? — Yes. 

5358.  Now  take  the  same  for  the  six  winter  months  of  1851-52.  In  the  three 
autumn  months  of  1851  there  fell  what  ? — 4 ’04  inches. 

5359.  And  in  the  three  spx’ing  months  of  1852  ? — Tlii-ee  inches  and  a quarter,  making 
seven  inches  and  a quarter  altogether. 

5360.  Then  in  the  six  winter  months  of  1850-51,  you  had  at  least  four  inches  moi’e 
rain,  than  you  had  in  the  six  winter  months  of  1851-52? — Yes;  tlxat  is  the  result  of 
the  figures  here. 

5361.  What  would  four  inches  of  rain  on  the  additional  drainage  area  of  1,000  aci-es 
have  amounted  to  ? — It  is  about  90,000,000  gallons  ; that  is  from  the  rain  which  would 
fall  on  the  1,000  acres.  But  then  there  is  also  the  overflow  of  the  Pout,  which  drains 
6,100  acres  ; and  dui’ing  a great  portion  of  tlie  winter  months  of  the  year-,  in  oi’dinary 
years,  there  is  more  water  flowing  dowix  than  the  mills  require.  I mean  to  state  that 
any  calculation  which  you  may  arrive  at  in  that  way  would  not  exactly  represent  the 
real  fixcts  of  the  case. 

5362.  You  cannot  compute  the  amount  which  you  might  have  got  from  the  Pont, 
although  you  can  compute  the  amount  which  yoix  might  have  got  from  your  drainage 
area  ? — That  is  so  ; the  minimum  may,  to  some  extent,  be  estimated,  but  the  maximum 
cannot  be. 

5363.  At  the  end  tlien  of  1851  what  was  your  daily  supply,  or  daily  consumption? — 
In  the  year  1851  I estimated  our  daily  consumption  at  neaidy  1,700,000  gallons, 

5364.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  That  is  the  average  daily  consumption  ? — Yes,  throughout  the 
year.  I cannot  give  an  estimate  of  tlie  consumption  of  the  water  at  each  month  of  the 
year  ; and  I mean  to  state  also  that  those  calculatioixs  of  the  consum^xtion  are  of  coui'se 
approximate  calculations  only. 

5365.  {Chairman)  And  in  the  spring  of  1852  ? — The  average  consumption  of  the  year 
1852  is  about  2,000,000. 

5366.  But  I mean  befora  you  extended  your  pipes  and  range  of  supply  down  the 
river  ; did  the  daily  consumption  reach  anything  like  2,000,000  gallons  at  that  time  ? — 
It  did. 
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5367.  Is  it  a fact  that  in  the  spring  of  1852  you  extended  your  pipes  some  miles  down 
the  river  beyond  Gateshead  to  supply  Pattinson  and  Company,  Alllmsen  and  Company, 
Gray  and  Company,  and  several  other  chemical  works  ? — No,  that  is  not  a fact ; it  is  a fact 
that  we  extended  them  down  that  side  of  the  river  in  the  year  1852.  I wish  to  be  correct. 

{Mr.  Main.)  The  supply  to  Messrs.  Pattinson  and  Company  commenced  on  the 
26th  of  May  1853. 

5368.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Main.)  Alllmsen  and  Company? — AUhusen  and  Company 
commenced  in  November  1853. 

5369.  Gray  and  Company? — Gray  and  Company  commenced,  I think,  about  the 
middle  of  June  1853.  It  was  understood  that  the  supply  to  Gray  and  Company  in  the 
first  instance  was  to  be  for  drinking  water  ; but  a portion  was  subsequently  run  into  the 
ponds.  I can  give  the  exact  quantity  that  they  used,  as  the  supply  to  them  is  by  meter. 

5370.  The  first  extension  of  the  supply  to  manufactories  down  the  river  then  took 
place  about  the  26th  of  May  1853  ? — That  was  the  first. 

5371.  Then  in  the  year  1852  there  was  no  extension  of  the  supply  at  all  for  the 
purpose  of  manutactories  down  the  river  ? — None  whatever ; but  on  the  l7th  of 
September  1852  the  directors  received  a memorial  to  this  effect.  “ To  the  Directors  of 
“ the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  The  memorial  of  the 
“undersigned  inhabitants  of  Felling  and  Felling  Shore  showeth ; That  the  villages  of 
“ Felling  and  Felling  Shore  contained  a popidation  of  between  5,000  and  6,000  at  the  last 
“ cen.sus,  and  since  then  a considerable  number  of  houses  have  been  erected.  That  those 
“ villages  are  very  badly  supplied  with  water.  That  your  reservoir  at  Carr’s  Hill  is 
“within  half  a inQe  of  Felling.  That  it  would  be  a great  accommodation  to  the 

inhabitants,  and  we  believe  an  advantage  to  your  lionourable  company  if  you  would 
“ extend  your  works  to  those  villages.  We  therefore  pray  that  you  will  take  this 
“ memorial  into  consideration,  and  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for  an  inquiry 
“ into  the  subject.”  Signed  by  Messrs.  Pattinson  and  Company,  and  twenty-three  of  the 
inliabitants. 

(ilD*.  Nicholson)  In  consequence  of  that  memorial  I went  down  to  examine  the 
locality,  and  found  a great  amount  of  population  liadly  supplied  with  water.  I afterwards 
received  instractions  from  the  company  to  extend  the  mains  down  that  side  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  consumption. 

5372.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Nicholson.)  On  the  31st  of  December  1852,  what  was  your 
daily  consumption  ? — That  I cannot  state,  for  this  reason,  that  during  the  winter  months, 
in  fact  during  a considerable  portion  of  the  year,  there  is  always  a great  quantity  of 
water  brought  into  our  reservoirs  at  Wliittle  Dean.  We  do  not  estimate  the  quantity 
that  flows  in  ; we  only  know  the  quantity  that  the  reservoir  diminishes  from  week  to 
week  ; and  so  I cannot  answer  that  question  accurately  ; but  I should  say,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  give  an  opinion,  because  really  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  opinion,  that 
inasmuch  as  our  consumption  in  the  average  of  1852  was  2,000,000  a day,  I should 
think  that  at  the  end  of  1852  it  would  very  possibly  be  two  millions  and  a quarter  or 
two  millions  and  a half ; bee  use  we  were  increasing  our  supply  throughout  the  year. 

5373.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1852  what  was  your  storage  caj)acity  ? — 330,000,000 
gallons. 

5374.  How  many  days’  storage  would  that  amount  to? — ^ At  2,000,000  it  would  be 
165  days. 

5375.  But  at  two  and  a quarter  millions  it  would  be  less  than  150,  and  at  two 
and  a half  millions,  only  132  days’  store? — That  may  be  so. 

5376.  Then  in  the  spring  of  1853  you  extended  yoim  range  of  supply  down  the 
stream,  did  you? — We  did  ; I should  state  that  the  least  quantity  that  we  had  in  our 
reservoir  at  any  one  time  during  the  year  1852  was  235,000,000,  or  nearly  240,000,000 
gallons,  which  is  20,000,000  more  than  the  entire  capacity  of  our  old  reservoirs. 

5377.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Than  your  ancient  maximum  store  ? — Than  our  ancient  maximum 
store. 

5378.  {Chairman.)  It  was  an  extraordinary  year,  was  not  it? — I do  not  know  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  year.  It  happened  that  in  our  district  we  had  a considerable  fall 
of  rain  throughout  the  summer  of  1852. 

5379.  Was  it  extraordinary  as  regards  rainfall  in  your  district  ? — We  had  more  than 
an  avei’age  quantity,  certainly. 

5380.  I see  in  your  own  tables  that  in  the  year  1850  you  had  17'6  inches  of  rain;  that 
in  1851  you  had  213  inches  of  rain  ; that  in  1853  again,  you  had  20‘5  inches  of  rain; 
but  that  in  this  year,  1852,  which  I alluded  to  as  extraordinary  in  that  respect,  you  had 
34'7  inches  of  rain,  or  very  nearly  double  as  much  as  in  1850  ? — We  had.  I should  state 
that  previously  to  the  construction  of  our  reservoirs,  I had  no  expectation  that  we  should 
have  had  so  small  a quantity  of  rain  in  any  one  year  as  17|  inches  ; the  21^  inches  in 
the  year  1851  I also  consider  a small  quantity.  According  to  the  returns  which  we  had 
of  the  fall  of  rain  at  the  nearest  point  to  our  reservoir,  nothing  like  so  small  a quantity 
had  fallen  for  many  years  previously.  I will  give  you  the  fall  of  rain  at  a point  not 
more  than  four  to  five  miles  from  us,  at  West  Denton.  In  1845  there  were  37f  inches  ; 
in  1846  4QT  ; in  1847  29| ; in  1848  30^  ; the  smallest  quantity  being  nearly  30  inches. 

5381.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Have  you  the  retuims  from  West  Denton  for  the  same  years  for 
which  you  have  just  given  us  the  returns  for  Whittle  Dean  ? — We  have  not. 
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5382.  {Chairman.)  Advancing  to  the  5th  of  July  1853,  I believe  at  that  time  you 
began  to  pump  water  from  the  Tyne  ? — We  did. 

5383.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  your  then  daily  consumption  ? — Our  then  daily 
consumption  was  about  2^  millions  ; but  before  I proceed  further  I should  mention  a fact 
connected  with  our  works  in  the  spring  of  1853,  which,  in  some  measure,  bears  upon  the 
question  of  pumping.  From  about  May  and  June  1853,  I observed  that  the  quantity  of 
water  drawn  from  our  reservoirs  was  very  great  indeed,  in  addition  to  the  quantity 
which  we  were  receiving  from  our  streams,  say  3,000,000  a day  That  quantity  we  knew 
was  brought  down  to  Newcastle,  and  the  water  drawn  from  our  reservoirs  appeared 
greater  than  we  could  possibly  account  for  by  any  increase  of  consumption.  We  were 
therefore  at  a loss  to  know  where  it  went.  We  supposed  that  possibly  some  large  main 
in  the  town  might  have  burst  over  some  sewer.  We  had  the  sewers  of  the  town  examined, 
and  a great  deal  of  time  and  trouble  was  expended  to  ascertain  where  this  waste  took 
place,  and  at  last  we  discovered  that  the  bottom  of  our  reservoir  at  Arthur’s  Hill  which 
had  belonged  to  the  late  company  had  given  way,  arising  I believe  and  I have  no  reason 
to  doubt  it,  from  some  subsidence  of  the  soil,  owing  to  some  colliery  workings  in  the 
immediate  vicinity.  The  waste  from  that  source  was,  at  the  very  smallest  amormt,  half 
a million  of  gallons  a day.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  how  long  that  had  continued,  as  I 
said  before,  we  not  having  the  means  of  knowing  what  quantity  came  into  the  reservoirs  ; 
but  the  smallest  amount  lost  certainly  was  30,000,000,  and  I think  it  is  very  likely  indeed 
that  it  may  have  amounted  to  50,000,000  gallons. 

5384.  {Mr.  Mason{)  What  data  have  you  for  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  there  were 

30.000. 000,  if  not  50,000,000  of  water  lost  at  Arthur’s  Hill  pond  ? — After  we  discovered  it, 
by  the  bye  it  failed  three  or  four  different  times,  and  we  had  to  repair  and  re-repair  it,  but 
after  that  we  found  that  our  consumption  was  only  actually  2^  millions  a day,  whereas  the 
quantity  of  water  flowing  into  our  reservoir,  as  I said  before,  was  3,000,000  a day.  Now 
taking  the  number  of  days  winch  I know  it  extended  over,  I estimate  the  minimum 
quantity  at  30,000,000,  and  I think  it  very  probable  that  it  would  be  50,000,000. 

5385.  For  what  period  of  time  had  this  waste  been  going  on? — That  I cannot  tell. 

( Mainhj  T may  also  say  that  the  directors  and  all  of  us  were  exceedingly  perplexed 
about  it  ; we  had  the  line  of  main  pipe  examined  from  end  to  end,  and  we  had  all  the 
sewers  in  the  town  examined.  We  watched  the  consumption  at  all  the  large  places,  and 
we  then  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  must  be  at  Aidhur’s  Hill.  I went  up  with  the 
superintendent,  and  we  went  round  the  pond  to  see  if  there  was  an  eddy  at  any  particular 
place,  showing  that  the  water  ihight  be  escaping.  It  had  given  way  in  previous  years 
there,  and  we  had  always  discovered  it  by  the  eddy.  We  discovered  no  eddy,  but  still 
we  were  convinced  that  it  must  be  there,  and  during  one  night  we  shut  off  the  water 
entirely ; we  closed  the  valve  shutting  the  water  into  the  reservoir,  and  in  the  morning 
twelve  inches  of  water  had  escaped.  We  then  knew  that  it  must  be  escaping  there,  and 
in  the  embankment  which  separates  the  two  reservoirs  the  leakage  had  taken  place.  We 
took  down  part  of  the  embankment,  and  discovered  that  the  water  was  going  wholesale 
into  the  colliery.  How  long  it  had  been  going  on  it  is  difficult  to  tell,  for  this  reason, 
that  we  had  no  means  of  checking  our  consumption  at  Vfhittle  Dean,  except  in  very  dry 
weather  by  observing  the  quantity  from  day  to  day  passing  out  of  the  reservoir. 

5386.  {Chairman.)  What  amount  of  water  were  you  supplying  to  maniffactories 
between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  end  of  October  1853 ; you  cannot  tell  to  a gallon, 
but  I mean  on  the  average  ? — Nearly  3,000,000  per  week. 

5387.  {To  Mr.  Nicholson.)  At  this  time  I think  you  have  said  that  the  consumption 
was  altogether  about  2,500,000  a day  ? — Yes. 

5388.  At  which  rate  you  would  have  a storage  of  132  days? — Yes. 

5389.  ( To  Mr.  Main. ) And  you  reckon  that  you  supplied  about  500,000  of  2,500,000 
gallons  per  day  to  manufactories? — Yes  ; I might  say  that  in  the  quantity  to  manufac- 
tories I include  also  the  railways  and  breweries. 

5390.  Excluding  breweries  and  railways,  what  water  do  you  think  you  supplied  a week 
to  the  manufactories,  glass-houses,  and  so  on? — The  two  railways  alone  consume  about 

1.000. 000  gallons  a week;  the  Newcastle  and  Carlisle,  and  the  York,  Newcastle,  and 
Berwick  Railway. 

5391.  Then  your  supply  to  actual  manufactories  would  be  under  2,000,000  a week  ? — 
Certainly. 

5392.  What  amount  may  we  assume  that  you  supplied  to  these  manufactories  in  the 
twenty-six  weeks  of  the  six  months  Iietween  the  1st  of  May  and  the  end  of  October  ? — 
Not  so  much  as  50,000,000  gallons. 

5393.  {Mr.  Rayne.)  Had  you  any  complaints  from  the  manufacturers  or  their  engineers 
about  the  water  ? — Not  a single  complaint  in  my  time,  except  at  the  end  of  September, 
when  we  shut  off  the  water  from  the  manufactories  during  the  night  ; we  had  complaints 
then  ; and  I may  say  also,  that  somebody  was  kind  enough  to  send  round  the  town  by  the 
bellman  to  say  that  the  water  would  be  off  the  manufactories  for  three  days ; and  the 
office  was  literally  besieged  from  morning  to  night  by  the  manufacturers. 

5394.  Had  you  no  comiJaints  in  August  and  September  that  the  water  choked  the 
boilers? — Not  the  slightest. 

5395.  Or  that  they  had  to  clean  the  boilers  out  more  frequently? — Not  the  slightest. 
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5396.  (Chairman.)  Up  to  the  31st  of  August  no  complaints  were  made  to  you  officially 
by  any  persons  about  the  water  supplied  to  the  manufactories? — Not  that  I recollect. 

5397.  (To  Mr.  Nicholson.)  How  many  weeks  did  you  continue  to  pump  from  the 
Tyne? — We  commenced  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  we  ended  on  the  morning  of  the 
15  th  of  September. 

5398.  What  amount  did  you  altogether  pump  from  the  Tyne  in  those  ten  or  eleven 
v/eeks  ? — 50,000,000  of  gallons. 

5399.  (Mr.  Rayne.)  Had  you  any  complaints  from  the  inhabitants  during  that  time  ot 
pumping  from  the  Tyne,  that  the  water  was  bad  ? — Yes,  from  individuals. 

5400.  (Chairman.)  Had  you  any  previously  to  the  31st  of  Augnst? — I do  not  think 
that  we  had  many  complaints  at  the  office  ; but  in  going  through  the  streets  I had  many 
complaints. 

5401.  Previously  to  the  31st  of  August  ? — Yes. 

5402.  What  Avas  the  subject  of  the  complaint  ? — That  the  water  was  dirty  and 
discoloured. 

5403.  Did  they  merely  complain  of  discolouration  ? — Nothing  further. 

(Mr.  Nicholson.)  With  reference  to  that  point,  I beg  to  state  that  the  water  supplied  to 
the  toAvn  Avas  alike  to  all  parts.  The  Avater  from  the  river  is  pumped  into  the  main  and 
mixed  Avith  the  water  from  Whittle  Dean  before  it  arrives  at  the  town ; and  therefore  it 
is  the  same  throughout  all  parts  of  the  town.  I may  also  add  that  it  was  stated  publicly 
at  a meeting,  that  although  we  dared  not  pump  from  the  river  during  the  day  Ave  had 
continued  to  pump  at  night,  after  Ave  had  given  a pledge  that  we  should  not  do  so.  Such 
a statement  is  entirely  untrue. 

5404.  (Mr.  Mason.)  Was  not  the  chimney  smoking  for  several  days  after  instructions 
had  been  given  that  water  should  not  be  pumped  from  the  river  ? — It  might  for  some  little 
uime,  till  the  fires  went  out  ; but  we  had  no  men  there.  We  had  no  work  going  on. 

5405.  (To  Mr.  Main)  Did  the  chimney  smoke  after  orders  were  given  that  the  Tyne 
water  should  not  be  supplied  to  the  town  any  more  ? — I do  not  think  it  did. 

5406.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Nicholson.)  As  I understand,  between  the  1st  of  April  and 
the  end  of  October  you  lost  from  30,000,000  to  50,000,000  gallons  by  the  giving  way  of 
your  Avorks,  you  supplied  about  50,000,000  to  manufactories,  and  you  obtained  about 
50,000,000  from  the  T}Tie  ? — That  is  so. 

5407.  Supposing,  then,  no  such  accident  to  have  happened  with  the  works,  and  no 
supply  to  have  been  made  to  those  manufactories,  you  would  not  have  required, 
probably,  to  pump  from  the  Tyne  ? — If  no  such  accident  had  occurred  in  our  works,  and 
Ave  had  continued  to  supply  the  manufactories  as  Ave  did  supply  them,  Ave  even  then  should 
not  haAm  had  occasion  to  pump  from  the  Tyne,  I beheA^e. 

5408.  (Mr.  Mason.)  Is  not  the  pipe  from  the  Avorks  at  Elswick  into  the  river  three 
feet  in  diameter? — There  is  no  pipe  from  the  Avorks  at  ElsAvick  into  the  river. 

5409.  Hoav  do  you  di’aAv  the  Avater  ? — By  a culvert. 

5 4 1 0.  That  is  the  same  thing  ; wdiat  is  the  diameter  ?— It  is  at  least  that  size. 

5411.  What  is  the  diameter  of  the  pipe  from  ElsAvickup  to  the  Arthur’s  Hill  reservoir  ? 
— Fourteen  inches. 

5412.  AVhat  quantity  of  AA’ater  can  you  pump  through  that  pipe  per  hour  ? — I should 
say  that  Ave  could  pump  at  the  rate,  possibly,  of  about  1,250,000  gallons  per  day  of  tAventy- 
foiir  hours,  but  then  a portion  of  the  time  is  necessarily  occupied  in  pumping  the  AV.atcr 
from  the  river  into  the  subsiding  tanks,  and  in  other  things.  I have  gone  as  carefully  into 
tlie  calculation  as  I can,  and  Avhen  I state  that  the  quantity  pumped  was  at  the  rate  ot 
700,000  gallo]is  a day,  it  is  as  nearly  as  possible  the  fact.  I Avent  myself  carefully  into  the 
calculation  also  in  the  year  1850,  day  by  day,  when  we  Avere  obliged  to  pump  fiister  than 
Ave  were  in  1853,  and  the  result  arriA^ed  at  at  that  time  AAms  nearly  800,000  gallons  per 
day. 

5 413.  (Mr.  Rayne.)  Mr.  Main  said  that  they  had  indicators  for  the  large  manufac- 
tories ; Avill  he  give  a statement  of  the  Avater  used  at  each  manufactory  Avhere  they  have 
an  indicator  ? 

5414.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Main.)  Hoav  many  manufactories  have  indicators? — AA’^e  have 
only  commenced  Avater  meters  lately. 

5415.  Had  you  any  in  operation  previously  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853? — 
A"es. 

5416.  How  many? — AVe  had  one  at  Mes.srs.  Pattinson  s,  one  at  Gray  and  Company’s, 
one  at  the  public  baths  in  Northumberland  Street,  one  at  the  workhouse,  and  one  at 
Mr.  Joseph  Gray’s.  I believe  those  are  all. 

5417.  What  amount  did  you  srqrply  to  Pattinson  and  Company  in  those  six  months  ? 
— I might  mention  that  Pattinsons’  manufactory  is  by  a verj^  great  deal  the  largest  that 
Ave  have  ; we  have  nothing  like  it ; Avhen  they  came  on  we  expected,  indeed  they 
guaranteed,  that  they  would  use  water  to  the  extent  of  200^.  a year  ; that  was  the  induce- 
ment to  us  to  lay  the  pipes. 

5418.  AVhen  did  they  begin  to  take  the  water,  or  to  measure  it  through  a meter  ? — On 
the  26th  of  May  1853.  Between  the  26th  of  May  1853  and  the  5th  of  July,  when  we 
commenced  to  pump,  they  had  consumed  5,777,187  gallons. 

5419.  In  less  than  six  weeks  they  had  consumed  nearly  6,000,000  ? — Yes. 

5420.  They  consumed,  then,  nearly  1,000,000  a week  ? — Very  nearly. 
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5421.  Proceed  to  the  next  ? — The  otliers  are  very  trifling.  The  workhouse  consumed 
2000  gallons  a day  for  dome.stic  purposes  ; Gray  and  Company,  at  Friar's  Goose,  consumed 
in  the  same  time,  up  to  the  5th  of  July,  261,000  gallons. 

5422.  About  50,000  gallons  a week  ? — Yes. 

5423.  You  still  adhere  to  jmur  opinion  that  all  these  manufixctories  jmt  together  did 
not  consume  quite  as  much  as  2,000,000  a week,  railways  and  breweries  being  excluded  ? 
Certainly. 

5424.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Your  trade  supplies,  I suppose  in  all  cases  almost,  are  at  so  much 
the  thousand  gallons  ? — Yes. 

5425.  And,  therefore,  you  take  the  best  means  you  can,  as  well  as  the  jxarties  to  whom 
you  supply  the  water,  for  determining  what  quantity  of  water  is  used  ? — Yes. 

5426.  Independently  of  any  registration  which  the  water-meter  might  give  you  ? — I 
might  say  that  in  the  case  of  railways,  although  we  have  no  meter,  the  consumption  was 
ascertained  in  this  way.  Under  Mr.  Nicholson's  direction,  we  stationed  one  of  our  men 
there  for  a fortnight  along  with  one  of  the  railway  company's  men  ; they  took  an  accurate 
account  of  the  water  as  it  was  used,  and  calculated  the  quantities  used  at  the  other  places, 
and  the  station  ; that  was  then  considered  the  average  consumption,  and  the  charge  was 
made  accordingly. 

5427.  You  believe  that  there  would  be  no  material  error  either  for  or  against  yourselves 
in  the  quantity  which  you  have  given  ? — I have  gone  very  carefully  into  it,  and  I believe 
that  it  is  correct. 

5428.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Nicholson.)  Considering  that  about  the  middle  of  the  year 
1853,  your  daily  consumption  had  increased  to  2,500,000  gallons,  while  your  storage 
capacity  was  but  330,000,000,  or  on  the  whole,  132  days’  supply,  do  you  not  think  that 
the  supply  had  been  extended  to  a degree  greater  than  your  storage  capacity  would 
justify  you  ? — I did  not  think  so  at  the  time. 

5429.  You  did  not  think  that  132  days’  store  was  too  small  ? — Not  at  the  time.  I did 
not  expect,  even  in  the  summer  of  1853,  that  our  supply  would  have  reached  2,500,000 
per  day  ; indeed  the  consumption  had  not  reached  2,500,000  per  day  of  course  ; as  that 
2,500,000  necessarily  includes  the  xvaste  and  the  extra  supply. 

5430.  But  would  you  consider  that  132  days'  storage  was  a sufficient  storage  capacity 
for  water-works  on  this  eastern  coast  ? — It  dej^ends  entirely  upon  the  extent  of  district 
drained. 

5431.  I see  by  the  prospectus  of  the  company,  that  they  started  with  a storage  capacity 
for  307  days,  or  ratherbetterthanten  months;  thatlxy  the  time  the  works  came  into  operation, 
tliree  years  afterwards,  they  had  215  days,  or  seven  and  a half  months’  storage  capacity ; 
and  now,  when  I find  that  in  the  middle  of  1853  they  had  so  extended  their  supply  as  to 
have  only  132  days,  or  less  than  foxir  and  a half  months'  storage  capacity,  I ask  jmur 
opinion,  as  an  engineer,  as  to  whether  tlie  range  of  supply  had  not  been  extended  beyond 
the  point  which,  as  an  engineer,  you  Avould  consider  safe  and  proper  on  this  eastern  coa*>-'- 
— \Vith  reference  to  the  extent  of  country  wliicli  Ave  then  had,  I think  that  132  days' 
storage  Avas  not  sufficient  for  all  seasons;  but  I should  say  that  such  an  extent  of  storage, 
if  the  district  from  Avhence  it  AA'as  draAvn  aauis  greatly  increased,  Avould  be  sufficient.  It 
depends  entirely  upon  the  extent  of  district. 

5432.  Taking  into  consideration  the  extent  of  district  AAdiich  you  actually  had,  do  you 
not  think  that  the  extension  of  the  supply  to  such  a degree  as  to  have  a storage  capacity 
for  fiut  132  days’  consumption  at  the  utmost,  Avas  an  extension  to  such  a point  as  to  risk 
the  continuance  of  that  supply? — I did  not  think  so  in  the  year  1853. 

(dfr.  Main.)  Besides  we  expected,  during  the  summer,  floods  in  the  riAmr  Pont, 
so  as  to  have  SAvelled  the  resei'A’oirs  from  that  source.  These  floods  never  did  occur. 

5433.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  tMain.)  You  expected  floods  in  the  year  1853,  Avhich  you  did 
not  obtain  ? — Yes. 

5434.  Considering  that  in  the  year  1S49  jmu  had  got  down  lieloAv  100,000,000  gallons 
in  store  ; that  in  the  year  1850  you  had  got  doAvn  as  Ioav  as  12,000,000 ; and  that  in  the 
year  1851  you  had  got  doAvn  to  aJjout  56,000,000,  at  pa,rticular  seasons  of  the  year,  Avhat 
reason  had  you  to  expect  that  you  Avould  have  any  unusual  accession  of  Avater  in  1853? 
— Because  the  culvert  had  not  been  made  in  those  jmars  to  the  Pont.  In  1852  Ave  had 
plenty  of  water,  which  Avas  the  first  year  the  cuNert  aauis  reallj^in  operation  in  conjunction 
Aviih  the  new  reservoir. 

5435.  Did  you  think  that  you  might  look  upon  the  year  1852  as  a normal  year? — Not 
exactly.  It  Avas  exceedingly  Avet  in  the  autumn  ; but  still  in  an  average  year  Ave  expected 
that  the  Pont  Avould  be  occasionally  flooded,  and  that  Ave  should  get  the  advaxitage  of  it. 

5436.  Was  the  year  1853  unusuallj^  diy  ? — {Mr.  Nicholson.)  It  Avas  unusually  dry  in 
this  district,  certaiidy. 

5437.  As  compared  Avith  the  years  1850  and  1851  ? — It  AAuas  drier  than  1851.  I con- 
.sider  that  perhaps  the  year  1850  Avas  the  driest  yea,r  that  Ave  had  knoAvn  in  that  district. 

5438.  The  difference  of  rain-fall  betAveen  the  year  1850  and  the  year  1851  Avas  Avhat 
fraction  of  an  inch  ? — Tliree  ipiarters  of  an  inch,  rather  more. 

(Mr.  Main.)  But  the  difl'erence  lietween  1851  and  1853  Avas  more  peculiarly  this  : that 
in  1851  the  rain  came  doAvn  in  September  in  great  quantities  ; it  rained  for  tAvo  days 
together  ; whereas  in  1853  the  rain  fell  in  small  quantities  at  a time,  which  makes  a very 
great  differ  ence. 
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5439.  (Mr.  Mason.)  The  other  day,  Mr.  Main  stated  that  from  the  middle  of  August 
to  the  end  of  September,  there  were  continuous  freshes  in  the  river  ; at  least  I understood 
him  to  say  so.  Allow  me  to  put  that  question  to  liim,  and  to  ask  him  how  he  ascer- 
tained that  there  were  freshes  in  the  river  at  the  period  referred  to  ? — (Mr.  Main)  I find 
that  on  the  17th  of  August  our  superintendant  says,  that  at  Whittle  Dean  there  had 
been  rain  through  the  night  ; and  I find  that  the  quantity  which  fell  at  that  time  was 
one  inch  and  a decimal  on  that  day. 

5440.  From  that  do  you  infer  that  the  Tyne  was  under  fresh  ? — On  that  day  it 
would  be. 

5441.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Main.)  I understand  you  to  have  said,  on  the  occasion  to  which 
Mr.  Mason  alludes,  that  the  whole  of  the  water  company  were,  of  course,  anxious  about 
the  state  of  the  water  sujiply  ; that  you  were  down  almost  daily  at  the  river,  and  at  the 
engine-houses,  and  that  the  general  impression  remaining  on  your  mind  was,  that  there 
had  been  several  freshes  in  the  river  during  that  time  ? — -Yes.  Here  is  another  instance ; 
an  inch  and  a quarter  of  rain  fell. 

(Mr.  Mason)  There  was  a fresh  in  the  river  on  the  Saturday  for  a few  hours,  on  that 
10th  of  September,  and  that  was  a very  slight  one. 

(Mr.  Main.)  Mr.  Mason  has  stated  that  there  was  only  one  fresh  for  a few  hours.  I 
wish  it  had  been  the  case,  but  on  the  contrary,  we  had  frequent  freshes  during  that  time. 
For  two  days  the  river  Tyne  water  was  so  discoloured  that  the  directors  ordered  the  engine 
to  cease. 

(Mr.  Nicholson)  That  I can  corroborate  on  that  particular  occasion,  and  at  other 
times  also  it  was  so  ; for  I myself  have  looked  at  it.  I do  not  mean  to  say  there  were 
floods  in  the  river,  but  there  were  freshes  which  brought  down  peat  at  that  time. 

5442.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Sufficient  to  discolour  the  water  ? — Sufficient  to  discolour,  and 
very  much  discolour  it.  I fi-equently  examined  the  river  Tyne  very  carefully  during  the 
summer,  and  it  was  really  very  good  up  to  a certain  time,  up  to  about  the  beginning  of 
July.  From  that  time  there  were  local  falls  of  rain,  which  discoloured  it  very  much. 

5443.  (Mr.  Rayne.)  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Elswick,  where  you  took  the  water  from, 
and  where  you  have  examined  the  water  so  frequently,  have  you  never  seen  any  dead 
dogs  and  other  nuisances  upon  the  slake  ? — I have  not.  I have  never  seen  one.  I should 
also  state  this  with  reference  to  the  taking  of  the  water.  I observe  that  Dr.  Thomson  s 
analysis  has  been  produced  of  the  water  said  to  be  taken  from  the  Tyne.  It  is  there  stated 
that  that  water  was  taken  from  two  to  three  hours  after  low  water.  Now  at  that  time, 
no  doubt,  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  flowing  upwards  past  that  point. 

5444.  (Chairman.)  You  object  to  the  reception  of  this  analysis,  by  Dr.  Thomson,  of  the 
water  taken  from  the  Tyne  on  the  17th  October,  owing  to  the  period  at  wliicli  it  was 
taken,  namely,  two  or  three  hours  after  low  water  ?— I do. 

5445.  As  being  calculated  to  mislead  the  Commissioners  ? — Certainly. 

5446.  (Mr.  Mason)  At  what  period  of  the  day  did  you  commence  pumping,  and  at 
what  period  did  you  give  up  ? — We  commenced  pumping  twice  a day,  about  four  to  four 
and  a half  hours  after  high  water.  It  took  us  but  two  and  a half  hours,  or  thereabouts, 
to  pump  the  water  out  of  the  river  into  our  tank  for  the  next  twelve  houi's ; we  therefore 
ceased  pumping  a little  before  low  water,  because  at  this  part  of  the  river  the  water  flows 
from  four  and  a half  to  five  hours  only,  and  it  ebbs  the  remaing  seven  to  seven  and  a half 
hours  ; I find  that  from  tidal  observations  which  I made  in  1849.  If,  therefore,  the  water 
had  been  taken  from  the  river  at  low  water,  at  the  point  where  we  took  it  from,  and 
under  similar  circumstances,  and  had  been  analysed  by  Dr.  Thomson,  I should  at  once 
have  admitted  that  as  a proper  analysis  of  tlie  water  taken  oiit  of  the  Tyne  there  before 
being  filtered. 

5447.  (Mr.  Simon)  Have  you  any  analysis  yourself  of  water  obtained  under  such 
circumstances? — We  have  ; it  will  be  produced.  I may  state  that  in  the  year  1850,  winch 
I have  already  mentioned,  when  we  pumped  from  the  river,  the  water  was  drawn  from 
a taj)  in  the  town  under  precisely  similar  circumstances,  and  the  analysis  will  be  proved 
by  Dr.  Richardson,  a chemist  here.  That  is  tlie  analysis  (delivering  in  the  same). 

5448.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  This  is  an  analysis  of  water  taken  from  a tap  ? — Yes. 

5449.  It  is  not  an  analysis  of  water  taken  from  the  river  at  such  periods  as  you  say 
you  pumped  the  water  from  the  river  ? — No  ; it  is  water  taken  from  the  tap. 

5450.  As  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

5451.  (Mr.  Mason.)  Was  the  tide  flowing  sufiiciently  to  chive  any  sewage  from  the  town 
up  past  the  place  from  whence  you  took  this  Avater,  three  hours  after  low  water  ? — Most 
irssuredly.  It  is  the  very  worst  time  at  which  water  could  possibly  be  taken  out  of  the 
river.  I speak  it  as  an  engineer,  and  one  not  unaccpiainted  with  it. 

5452.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Has  the  company  taken  any  measmes  to  satisfy  itself  by  chemical 
analysis  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  water  it  was  supplying  ? — Yes  ; the  water  has  been  analysed 
on  several  occasions  since  we  commenced  supplying  the  town. 

5453.  Will  you  haA^e  the  kindness  to  hand  in  the  series  of  analyses  which  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time  — They  are  more  particularly  in  Mr.  Maink  charge. 

5454.  (Chairman.)  Especially  those  of  the  Tyne  water  ? — The  oidy  analysis  of  Tyne 
water,  I believe,  will  be  proA^ed  by  Dr.  Richardson.  I hope  you  quite  understand  that 
prior  to  October  1848,  the  toAvoi  was,  I may  say,  entirely  supplied  Avith  water  from  the 
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Tyne,  pumped  fi’om  the  same  place,  iincler  the  same  circumstances,  with  the  exception  of 
this,  that  the  engine  at  tliat  time  was  required  to  work  more  quickly  than  it  had  to  do  in 
1850  and  1853. 

5455.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  abandoned  that  source  of  supply  believing  it  to  be  improper  ? 
— We  abandoned  it,  considering  that  our  Whittle  Dean  supply  was  more  fit  and  proper. 

5456.  (Chairman.)  Did  not  you  state  in  your  prospectus  that  the  complaints  against 

the  quality  of  the  Tyne  water  had  been  universal  and  loud  ? — Very  likely  so.  I did  not 

write  the  prospectus.  , 

5457.  (Mr.  Bayne.)  Are  you  aware  that  Dr.  Headlam  and  others  congratulated  the 
town  upon  the  mildness  of  the  attack  of  cholera  in  1849,  and  considered  that  this  was 
the  case  partly  in  consequence  of  the  good  supply  from  Whittle  Dean? — Very  likely.  But 
with  reference  to  the  supply  to  the  houses,  I may  state  from  my  own  observation,  which 
may  illustrate  the  matter,  that  T lived  several  years  in  George  Street.  In  the  year 
1849,  I found  the  water  from  the  cistern  bad  ; it  smelt  bad,  and  tasted  bad.  I was 
necessarily  surprised,  knowing  well  that  the  water  supphed  to  the  town  was  good.  I examined 
and  found  that,  although  the  Whittle  Dean  water  was  then  brought  into  the  cistern,  yet 
into  the  same  cistern  some  rain  water  was  brought ; and  in  the  hot  weather  that  rain  water 
affected  the  taste  and  the  smell  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water. 
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5458.  (Chairman)  It  had  lieen  brought  into  tlie  old  cistern  without  the  old  cistern 
having  been  cleaned  out  ? — Cleaning  out  would  not  have  altered  the  matter.  If  rain 
water  is  allowed  to  remain  for  a length  of  time  in  hot  weather,  it  will  smell  from  the 
quantity  of  soot  it  contains,  and  I may  mention  that  I then  caused  the  pipe  for  rain 
water  to  be  taken  away,  and  used  the  other  water  only  ; and  from  that  time  there  was  no 
complaint.  And  in  another  instance,  the  complaint  brought  to  us,  or  rather  to  the 
guardians  last  year,  will  be  proved  to  have  been  caused  by  the  same  thing,  and  I am 
only  very  sorry  that,  when  this  took  place  and  when  these  complaints  were  laid  before 
the  board  of  guardians,  application  was  not  at  once  made  to  the  water  company,  when  I 
do  believe  that  a great  portion  of  them  might  have  been  explained. 

5459.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Before  we  go  further  into  the  question  of  the  quality  of  the 
water  and  the  various  complaints  which  are  going  to  be  made  against  you,  will  you  allow 
me  to  ask  you  a few  questions  on  engineering  points  ? — Certainly. 

5460.  Your  works  were  completed  and  the  Whittle  Dean  water  brought  into  Newcastle 
in  October  1848  ? — Yes. 

5461.  In  1849  yini  had  plenty  of  water? — -We  had. 

5462.  Probably  your  demand  would  not  at  that  period  test  the  capacity  of  your 
works  ? — No,  it  would  not. 

5463.  And  you  had  no  rain-guage  in  that  year  ? — We  had  not. 

5464.  In  1850  your  supply  failed? — It  did. 

5465.  And  you  then  pumped  from  the  Tyne? — We  did. 

5466.  In  that  year  your  rain-fall  was  17'68  inches? — Yes. 

5467.  In  1851  you  did  not  pump  from  the  Tyne  ? — We  did  not. 

5468.  And  your  rainfall  was  21-33  inches? — Yes;  our  new  works  not  being  then 
brought  into  operation. 

5469.  Except  that  from  about  March  or  April  you  got  the  additional  drainage  from 
1,000  acres  of  ground? — Yes. 

5470.  Your  resources  were  not  completed,  and  you  got  no  useful  supply  from  the  Pont 
till  after  September  in  that  year  ? — None. 

5471.  Then  in  1851  we  may  make  a tolerably  fair  analysis  of  the  quantity  of  water 
which  was  supplied  by  the  district  from  which  you  were  collecting  water? — 1851  was 
the  year  that  we  had  not  the  additional  reservoir,  at  least  not  till  the  autumn. 

5472.  You  had  not  the  additional  reservoir,  and  you  had  not  the  additional  water 
from  the  Pont ; you  had  the  water  from  the  additional  1,000  acres,  and  you  did  not  draw 
from  the  river  Tyne  so  as  to  disturb  the  calculation  ? — J ust  so. 

5473.  By  your  diagram  it  appears,  that  from  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  to 
the  end  of  that  year,  the  old  reservoirs  were  never  full  ? — No. 

5474.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  they  were  full,  that  is,  they  stood  at 
215,000,000  gallons  ?— Yes. 

5475.  And  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  110,000,000? — Yes. 

5476.  The  loss,  therefore,  from  store  in  that  interval  was  105,000,000  ? — Yes. 

5477.  The  rain  in  that  interval,  or  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  December 
rather,  was  15-14  inches  ?^ — -That  is  so. 

5478.  In  the  first  week  in  May  the  rain  was  '88  inch  ? — Yes. 

5479.  Deducting  that  woidd  leave  the  rainfall  during  the  interval  I speak  of,  as  14:|' 
inches  ? — Yes. 

5480.  You  state  that  your  supply  was  1,700,000  on  the  average  of  1851  ? — Yes. 

5481.  Then  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  the  year,  we  should  not  probably 
be  far  off  the  mark,  if  we  took  it  at  1,750,000  gallons  ? — Or  from  that  to  1,800,000. 

5482.  The  period  from  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  to  the  end  of  the  year  is  238 
days? — Yes. 

5483.  Multiplying  that  by  the  daily  quantity  will  give  you  the  amount  of  water  which 
you  supplied  during  that  period  ? — Yes. 
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5484.  That  amounts  to  416,500,000  gallons,  towards  which  you  took  from  store 
1 05,000,000  ?— Yes. 

5485.  There  would  therefore  have  to  be  supplied  by  the  drainage  of  the  country 
311,500,000? — Quite  so. 

5486.  4,600  acres  you  had  contributing  during  that  period  ? — Yes. 

5487.  311,000,000  gallons  are  as  nearly  as  possible  50,000,000  cubic  feet  ? — Quite  so. 

5488.  Dividing  the  50,000,000  cubic  feet  into  the  number  of  square  feet  in  4,600  acres 
will  give  you,  I believe,  if  you  work  it  out,  3 inches  of  rain-fall  ? — Available,  do  you 
mean  ? 

5489.  Which  you  collected  ?-— Yes. 

5490.  The  whole  rain-fall  in  that  period  was  fourteen  and  a quarter  inches,  deduct  three 
inches  from  that,  and  3^11  would  have  a loss  of  eleven  inches  and  a quarter  ? — By  evaporation. 

5491.  By  evaporation,  absorption,  and  the  water  which  would  be  taken  up  to  suj^ply 
vegetation  ? — Quite  so. 

5492.  During  the  previous  part  of  that  year  you  would  have  had  seven  inches  to  make 
up  the  twenty-one  and  one-third  inches  of  total  rain  in  1851  ? — Yes. 

5493.  Of  that  quantity  I suppose  you  could  not  expect  more  than  four  or  five  inches 
to  be  available? — I should  say  not. 

5494.  Suppose  we  take  it  at  five  inches  available,  it  would  give  a loss  of  two  inches  ? 
—Yes. 


5495.  With  the  eleven  and  a quarter  it  would  be  a total  loss  of  thirteen  inches 
and  a quarter  in  the  course  of  the  year? — Just  so. 

5496.  Perhaps  you  are  aware  that  the  loss  of  rain  has  been  found  to  be  pretty  nearly 
comstant,  varying  from  twelve  to  sixteen  inches,  according  to  circumstances  ?■ — Yes  ; I 
should  say  from  ten  to  sixteen  inches,  depending  upon  the  way  in  which  the  rain  falls. 

5497.  If  you  had  five  of  the  seven  inches  of  rain-fall  in  the  first  four  months  of  the 
year,  and  three  inches  out  of  the  fourteen  inches  and  a quarter  which  fell  in  the  last 
eight  dry  months,  there  would  be  altogether  eight  available  inches  in  the  course  of  that 
year  ? — fes. 

5498.  In  the  year  preceding  you  had  only  seventeen  and  two-thirds  inches  of  rain? 

No  more. 

5499.  If  you  deduct  the  same  quantity  of  loss,  thirteen  inches  and  a quarter,  you  could 
hardly  expect  to  have  got  available  in  1850  more  than  four  inches  of  rain,  could  you? — 
I find  that,  in  1 850,  the  quantity  which  escaped  by  evaporation  and  other  processes  was 
actually  eleven  inches  and  a quarter,  as  nearly  as  possible.  I have  gone  into  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  quantity  which  we  actually  received  and  passed  by. 

5500.  That  would  leave  you  about  six  inches  as  the  net  produce  of  that  year? — The 
net  produce  of  the  }’ear  1850  was  six  inches  and  one-third. 

5501.  I have  drawn  it  out  by  calculation,  that  you  could  hardly  have  exqjected  more 
than  four  or  at  most  live  ? — We  got  six  and  one-third. 

5502.  Taking  the  average  amount  of  1850  and  1851,  you  would  have  about  seven 
inches  ? — A little  more  than  that. 

5503.  In  round  numbers  seven  inches.  Take  eight  inches,  however,  which  is  more  than 
would  be  qu’udent  under  those  circuinsfances  to  calcidate  upon  when  3’ou  get  two  years 
together,  the  average  of  which  is  only  seven  ? — I .should  say  that  it  would  ; of  course 
there  is  a contingenc}^ 

5504.  At  the  end  of  1851  you  had  for  the  two  years  1850  and  1851  the  actual  result 
Ijefore  you  ? — Yes. 

5505.  Proving  that  in  those  two  years  you  got  a trifle  over  seven  inches  of  rain  ? — Yes. 

5506.  Eight  inches  of  rain  from  4,600  acres  would  give  you,  I think,  2,250,000  gallons 
a day  on  the  average? — Very  possibly.  I have  not  gone  into  it. 

5507.  Would  you  like  to  go  into  it? — From  4,600  acres,  how  much  would  eight  indies 
in  the  3^ear  give  3^11  a day  upon  the  average  ? — I think  about  2,300,000. 

5508.  That  was  the  quantity  which  you  got  in  1851  ? — I should  say  that  in  1851  we 
got  more  than  that ; for  this  reason,  that  in  1850,  with  a rain-frill  of  seventeen  inches  and 
a half  we  got  six  inches  and  a half  nearly. 

5509.  By  the  calculation  which  you  have  already  allowed  me  to  take  you  through,  I 
think  it  is  pretty  certain  that  you  could  not  have  got  more  than  eight  inches  in  1851  ? — 
It  is  not  much  more.  I am  speaking  frcm  what  we  actually  got  in  1850  ; it  is  possible 
we  might  have  got  a little  more  during  the  first  three  or  four  months  of  the  year. 

5510.  If  you  take  the  six  inches  of  1850,  throwing  away  the  fraction,  then  a rain-fall 
of  six  inches  on  4,600  acres  would  give  you,  of  course,  one-fourth  less  than  2,300,000 
gallons  per  day,  wdiich  in  round  numbers  may  be  taken  at  600,000,  that  is,  sujiposing  you 
had  the  4,600  acres,  which  you  had  not  ? — Which  we  had  not. 

5511.  But  if  you  had  had  them,  that  amount  of  rain-fall  in  1850  would  give  you 
1,700,000  gallons  as  the  average  available  daily  produce  of  1850? — Yes.  I make  the 
available  produce  of  1850  actually  1,800,000. 

5512.  Then  the  mean  of  1,800,000  in  1850,  and  2,300,000  in  1851,  would  be  2,050,000 
gallons,  would  it  not  ? — Yes. 

5513.  Under  tho,se  circumstances  is  it  not  tolerably  clear  that  you  were  imprudent  in 
extending  3mur  supply  even  to  2,000,000  gallons  of  water  ? — No  ; because  then  we  had  the 
overflow  from  the  Pont,  which  was  the  drainage  of  6,100  acres. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


345 


551 1<.  Bat  the  overflow  of  the  Pont  you  had  never  secured  in  any  such  way  as  to 
enable  you  to  help  yourselves  out  in  a dry  season  ? — Excepting  by  the  additional  storage. 

5515.  Would  it  not  have  been  more  prudent,  at  all  events,  to  have  secured  the  supply 
from  tlie  Pont  before  you  had  increased  your  supply  beyond  what  the  district  itself  v/ould 
have  afforded  you  ? — Certainly  we  did  expect  to  secure  a supply  from  the  Pont  as  far  as 
possible,  but  we  were  unable  to  do  so. 

5516.  As  I understand,  the  ari'angements  were  such  that  you  could  hardly  expect  to 
do  so,  except  in  case  of  sirdden  showers,  which  in  a long  drought  might  not  occur  ? — 
Throughout  the  greatest  portion  of  the  winter,  of  course,  v/e  had  it  always  available,  and 
also  up  to  a certain  time  of  the  spring,  and  from  what  we  could  judge  of  previous  years, 
the  summer  scarcely,  if  ever,  passed  over  witliout  the  Pont  being  flooded  once  or  twice 
during  that  time,  at  which  times  we  took  oiir  supply, 

5517.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  lowest  quantity  of  your  natural  supply  is? — What  do 
you  mean  by  the  “ natural  supply  ? ” 

5518.  I mean  that  which  the  streams  would  yield  in  extreme  dry  weather,  without 
storage  ?— Very  little  ; I have  not  calculated  it. 

551.9.  Therefore  throughout  a long  drought  we  must  rely  chiefly  upon  the  amount  of 
water  which  you  stored  ? — Yes  ; that  is  from  our  present  drainage.  The  branch  of  the  Pont, 
from  which  we  took  the  supply  in  the  autumn  of  last  year  after  we  ceased  pumping, 
yielded  at  the  lowest  point  about  5,000,000  gallons  a week. 

5520.  When  you  were  supplying  two  and  a half  million  gallons  of  water  a day,  with  a 
storage  capacity  of  330,000,000,  tliat  would  last  about  130  days? — Thereabouts. 

5521.  If  you  look  to  your  diagram  for  1853  I think  you  will  find  that  your  reservoirs 
went  down  constantly  for  about  180  days  ? — Yes. 

5522.  And  in  1851  there  is  another  descent  with  scarcely  a resting  place,  for  about 
150  days? — Not  quite  so  much  as  that,  I think.  There  are  three  resting  places  to  no 
great  extent.  There  are  two  v/eeks  of  resting  in  the  month  of  August  1851,  and  in  June 
there  is  also  another  week  where  we  have  drawn  nothing. 

5523.  Bat  with  those  exceptions,  the  duration  of  drought  in  1851  may  be  taken  to  have 
been  about  150  days,  through  a period  when  the  least  quantity  of  water  would  have  been 
flowing  from  the  collecting  ground  and  the  greatest  evaporation  wonld  have  been  going 
on  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  not  quite  150  days  ; it  is  from  the  8th  of  May.  I make  the  time  when 
ve  were  drawing  from  there  115  days,  I think  ; 136  days,  taking  off  21. 

5524.  The  lowest  point  in  1851  is  the  end  of  Septendjer  ? — About  the  24th  of  September. 

5525.  According  to  the  table  before  me,  it  is  the  very  end  of  September  ? — Mine  is 
correct,  it  is  the  24  th  of  Septeml)er. 

5526.  It  commences  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  and  goesdov.^n  regularly  to  the 
last  week  in  June,  there  it  sto])s  for  a week  ? — Yes  ; it  commences  about  the  9th  of  May, 
it  goes  down  till  about  the  18th  of  June,  it  then  remains  stationary  for  a Aveek. 

5527.  It  then  goes  down  again  to  the  middle  of  Augu.st  ? — To  the  middle  of  August. 

5528.  It  is  pretty  nearly  stationary,  a little  rising  at  the  end  of  August  ? — Yes. 

5529.  And  goes  down  again  till  the  end  of  September  or  a week  short  ? — Yes,  I make 
it  136  days  less  21,  when  it  is  stationary. 

5530.  In  1851  the  duration  of  the  drought  was  very  much  less  and  the  quantity  of 
rain  more  than  it  was  in  1850  ? — Tlie  ([uantity  of  rain  was  more  certainly. 

5531.  The  drought  commenced  near  the  end  of  February  in  1850  ? — Yes. 

5532.  And  continued  with  very  little  interruption  to  the  end  of  September? — Yes. 

5533.  And  during  that  time  you  had  to  help  yourself  from  the  river  Tyne? — Yes. 

5534.  Of  course  you  had  not  in  the  beginning  of  1853  the  experience  of  the  year 
1853  ?— No. 

5535.  But  you  had  the  experience  of  1850  and  1851  ? — Yes ; and  of  1852  also. 

5536.  But  1852  was  really  an  exce])tional  year  in  your  case,  and  would  not  be  a year 
that  you  could  calculate  upon,  except  your  reservoirs  were  so  large  as  to  hold  the  whole 
of  the  Avater  Avhich  fell  in  1852,  so  as  to  store  it  over  for  a year  of  extraordinaiy  drought? 
— Yes  ; but  in  the  years  1850  and  1851  we  had  not  the  ncAV  reservoir  completed,  and  in 
every  year  Ave  pas.sed  by  a considerable  quantity  of  AAuxter.  EA'^en  in  1850  Ave  passed  by 
109,000,000  ; in  1851  Ave  passed  liy  139,000,000. 

5537.  But  that  you  take  into  your  calculation  when  you  give  me  the  quantity  of 
water,  which  you  calculated  you  did  derive  from  the  3,600  acres  in  1850  ?— In  1850  I had 
done  so. 

5538.  You  have  taken  into  account  the  quantity  of  Avater  Avhich  you  actually  derived  ? 
— Quite  so. 

5539.  And  that  is  a fraction  more  than  six  inches.  Then,  in  1851,  by  the  calculations 
Avhich  I have  noAv  made,  and  Avhich  are  of  course  equally  open  to  you  to  make,  by  means 
of  the  diagram,  Avith  Avhich  you  Aveie  kind  enough  to  supply  me,  it  appears  that  the 
Avhole  cpiantity  of  Avater  collected  Avas  about  eight  inches  ? — I think  the  eight  inches  is 
less  than  it  would  be.  We  had  four  inches  more  fall  of  rain  in  1851  than  in  1850,  and 
the  e\’aporation  being  pretty  nearly  a constant  quantity ; taking  six  inches  and  upAvards 
in  1850,  Ave  should  add  to  that  six  inches  tlie  additional  fall  of  rain  in  1851. 

5540.  Can  there  be  any  mistake  in  the  calculation  which  I haAm  made  betAveen  the  first 
week  in  May  1851  and  the  end  of  that  year,  during  which  period  your  reservoirs  Avere 
never  full  ? — It  may  be  so  ; but  I assure  you  that  I have  gone  very  particularly  into  the 
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calculation  of  1850  of  the  available  quantity ; and  eveiy  one  knows  the  evaporation 
and  the  sources  of  loss  are  pretty  nearly  constant,  and  the  fail  of  rain  in  1851  is  four 
inches  more  than  in  1850. 

5541.  The  evaporation  varies  considerably;  it  is  pretty  constant  witliin  certain  limits  ? 
— I see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  evaporation  of  1851  would  be  more  than  in  1850. 

5542.  The  evaporation  is  more  with  a greater  quantity  of  rain  up  to  a certain  limit? 
— Still  we  had  four  inches  moi’e  rain  in  1851  than  in  1850. 

554.3.  But  from  the  end  of  the  first  weelc  in  May  to  the  end  of  the  year,  your  reservoirs 
never  were  full  ? — They  were  not  full,  certainly. 

5544.  You  had  an  additional  thousand  acres  of  drainage  in  that  period  ? — Not  during 
the  spring  of  the  year. 

5545.  You  had  from  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May  to  the  end  of  tlie  year? — Yes. 

5546.  Therefore  during  that  period  you  had  4,600  acres  of  collecting  ground  ? — ^We  had. 

5547.  And  you  had  lost  105,000,000  gallons  of  store  in  that  period  ? — Quite  so  ; but  we 
had  not  the  drainage  from  the  north  in  1851,  until  it  was  too  late  to  be  of  service  to  us. 

5548.  Your  supply  being  from  1,700,000  to  1,800,000  gallons  a day? — It  may  be 
one  or  the  other. 

5549.  You  must  have  obtained  the  difference  between  the  gross  quantity  supplied, 
which  will  amount  to  upwards  of  400,000,  and  the  quantity  taken  out  of  store,  from 
what  the  streams  yielded  ? — Certainly. 

5550.  — That  I find  amounts  exactly  to  three  inches  over  the  4,600  acres  during  that 
period  ? — I have  not  gone  into  that. 

5551.  The  reservoir  never  having  been  full  ? — No. 

5552.  The  quantity  which  you  actually  collected  from  the  streams,  and  that  which  you 
took  from  store,  made  up  the  whole  quantity  of  supply  ?— Yes  ; only  there  is  this  : I have 
no  doubt,  if  we  look  to  our  books  in  September  1851,  when  we  had  such  a large  increase 
in  quantity,  we  shall  find  that  it  fiowed  up  so  quickly,  that  we  would  necessarily  pass  by  a 
certain  amoimt  of  that,  as  we  generally  do  when  reservoirs  are  rising,  feeling  satisfied  that 
before  the  winter  is  through  we  shall  be  able  to  fill  them. 

5553.  It  never  rose  at  that  time  to  within  100,000,000  gallons  of  being  full  in  your 
own  resei’voirs  ? — Just  so.  I know  that  we  do  so  sometimes,  but  I cannot  answer  that 
question  as  to  1851. 

5554.  I think  you  will  find,  if  you  work  the  year  1851  through,  according  to  these 
figures,  which  your  diagram  gives  me  the  means  of  using,  and  according  to  the  rain  which 
fell,  that  the  utmost  quantity  of  water  which  you  could  collect  in  tliat  year  would  be 
eight  inches? — I should  say  a little  more.  I was  going  to  work  1851  through  in  the 
same  way  as  I did  in  1 850  ; but  owing  to  not  being  able  to  ascertain  the  quantity  which 
we  got  from  the  north  and  that  distiict,  I did  not  do  it,  being  of  opinion  that  it  would 
not  lead  to  any  accurate  result. 

5555.  From  the  end  or  the  first  week  in  May  to  the  end  of  the  year  you  had  the 
means  of  arriving  practically  at  the  result? — Yes. 

5556.  You  had  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  in  the  period 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  May? — Yes. 

5557.  And  that  you  find  is  7’07  inches? — I dare  say  it  may  be  so. 

5558.  Of  that  you  could  not  hope  to  expect  more  than  five  inches? — I shoidd  say  not, 
certainly. 

5559.  That  is  rather  a liberal  allowance? — I think  it  is  a liberal  allowance. 

5560.  Nevertheless,  taking  five  inches  as  your  share  of  the  seven  inches  which  fell  in 
that  period,  and  adding  that  to  the  three  inches  about  which  there  can  be  no  mistake,  to 
the  end  of  the  year,  it  will  give  you  eight  inches  as  the  whole  available  produce  of  1851  ? 
— Looking  at  the  year  1850  and  the  fall  of  rain  in  other  years,  I should  put  the  available 
produce  of  the  year  1851  at  about  nine  inches  ; not  less  than  nine  inches  certainly.  I 
am  asked  the  question  without  going  into  it,  and  I am  not  sure  that  there  might  not  be 
some  reasons,  which  would  come  out  on  investigation,  that  would  to  some  extent  alter 
the  figm’es  which  you  have  stated. 

5561.  If  we  give  you  the  whole  of  the  seven  inches,  it  can  only  give  you  ten  inches, 
tlie  three  inches  being  certain  ? — Quite  so. 

5562.  And  allowing  some,  as  we  must,  for  the  support  of  vegetation,  and  the 
evaporation,  and  other  losses,  I think  eight  inches  would  be  rather  a liberal  allowance 
than  otherwise.  Having  the  facts  of  1851  before  you,  and  the  facts  of  the  preceding 
year  of  1850  before  you,  two  years,  if  you  choose,  extraordinarily  dry,  but  which  I think 
is  just  the  difiiculty  that  any  engineer  has  to  meet  with,  namely,  the  contingency  against 
years  of  extraordinary  drought,  and  upon  which  the  consti'uction  of  reservoirs  and 
increased  collecting  ground  are,  to  a great  extent,  based,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  meet 
such  contingencies,  you  would  hardly  be  justified  in  extending  your  supply  without 
further  resources  beyond  the  2,000,000  gallons  of  water  a day? — In  1853  we  did  not 
expect  that  the  consumption  would  be  so  much  as  two  and  a half  millions  a day. 

5563.  If  it  had  exceeded  2,000,000,  could  you  have  supplied  it? — We  could  have 
supplied  the  two  and  a half  millions  in  1853,  but  for  this  misfortune  of  our  reservoir.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  so.  I say  that,  with  the  fall  of  rain  of  twenty  and  a half 
inches,  in  1853,  we  could  have  and  should  have  supplied  two  and  a half  millions  a day, 
but  for  the  leakage  in  the  Arthur’s  Hill  reservoir. 


CHOLEEA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE- UPON-TYNE. 


■347 


5564.  I will  admit  that,  with  the  quantity  of  water  which  you  had  in  store  at  the 
commencement  of  1853,  and  a fall  of  rain  of  twenty  and  a half  inches,  you  could  have 
supplied  two  and  a half  millions  of  water  through  that  year,  I mean  taking  the 
accidental  circumstances  of  an  extraordinary  year  of  wet  in  1852  into  consideration  ; 
but  if  1853  and  1854  were  to  come  together,  as  1850  and  1851  did,  could  you  then 
continue  to  siipply  the  two  and  a half  millions  of  water  through  1854  ? — At  the  end  of 
1853,  notwithstanding  the  dryness  of  the  year,  and  notwithstanding  that  we  had  to 
supply  two  and  a half  millions  a day,  we  ended  1853  with  a storage  of  320,000,000. 
Our  reservoirs  were  full,  in  fact,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  notwithstanding  the  supply  of 
two  and  a half  millions  a day,  and  we  rejected  very  large  quantities  indeed  ; that  is  to 
say,  with  the  fall  of  rain,  in  1853,  of  twenty  and  a half  inches,  we  actually  did  supply, 
because  I put  the  leakage  against  the  quantity  pumped,  two  and  a half  million  gallons 
per  day.  We  did  not  draw  from  our  reservoirs,  and  we  passed  by  380,000,000  gallons. 
That  is  the  broad  fact ; it  is  a curious  thing,  but  so  it  is.  In  1 853  we  supplied  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  gallons  per  day  without  drawing  upon  our  reservoirs,  and  we  passed  by 

380.000. 000  gallons. 

{Chairman.)  It  will  be  but  poor  comfort,  I imagine,  to  those  who  fancied  themselves 
half  poisoned  by  having  to  drink  the  50,000,000  of  bad  water  which,  at  one  period  of 
the  year,  you  pumped  from  the  Tyne,  to  hear  that,  at  some  other  period  of  the  year,  you 
let  380,000,000  of  good  water  run  to  waste. 

5565.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Have  you  worked  out  the  quantity  of  water  which  you  obtained 
out  of  the  twenty  and  a half  inches  rain  fall  in  1853? — We  cannot,  because  of  the 
overflow  from  the  Pont,  which  there  is  no  means  of  calculating.  We  had  the  drainage 
of  the  Pont  in  1853,  and  but  for  the  drainage  of  the  Pont,  I do  not  think  we  should 
have  been  justified  in  extending  our  works. 

5566.  When  you  had  got  the  drainage  of  the  Pont,  you  had  the  drainage  of  6,000 
acres  extra? — Yes  ; but  we  only  had  the  6,000  acres  for  a very  short  time.  We  did  not 
get  the  drainage  of  the  Pont  until  the  time  we  ceased  pumping  from  the  river. 

5567.  Thirteenth  of  September  ?— Quite  so ; we  had  not  commenced  taking  it  from 
there  until  then. 

5568.  But  you  would  not  have  been  justified  in  giving  up  pumping  from  the  Tyne, 
unless  you  had  taken  the  Pont  at  that  time? — No,  we  should  not;  but  the  Pont  only 
yielded  700,000  gallons  a day. 

5569.  Notwithstanding  the  assistance  which  the  Pont  gave,  your  reservoirs  still 
continued  to  descend  till  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  October  ? — Yes,  if  we  had  not  had 
the  Pont,  we  should  have  had  to  continue  pumping  till  about  the  first  week  of  October,  if 
not  longer. 

5570.  The  rain  falling  upon  your  own  4,600  acres  of  ground  would  have  then  supplied 
your  demand,  and  have  gone  towards  the  filling  of  the  reservoirs? — With  the  overflow  of 
the  Pont.  The  overflow  of  the  Pont,  that  we  were  entitled  to,  would  have  supplied  us 
amply  from  the  first  week  of  October  ; because  I observe  now  that  in  one  week,  that  is 
to  say,  in  the  week  commencing  about  the  6th  of  October,  we  increased  our  storage  by 

75.000. 000  of  gallons. 

5571.  Then  I think  it  comes  to  this,  that  without  the  overflow  from  the  Pont,  and  with 
merely  4,600  acres  of  collecting  ground,  and  with  330,000,000  gallons  in  store,  you  would 
not  have  been  justified  in  supplying  more  than  2,000,000  of  gallons  of  water  a da}"  ? — I 
do  not  think  we  should,  without  the  overflow  from  the  Pont. 

5572.  What  gave  you  confidence  as  to  the  supply  of  2,500,000  gallons,  was  the 
belief  of  a supply,  and  I dare  say  of  a large  supply,  from  the  overflow  of  the  Pont  ? — 
We  knew  to  a certainty  that  we  should  have  a large  supply ; but  the  amount  of  supply  of 
course  we  could  not  tell. 

{Mr.  Alain)  I might  also  mention,  as  bearing  upon  that  point,  that  the  addi- 
tional consumers,  whom  we  have  taken  on  during  the  present  year,  would  not  have 
warranted  us  in  assuming  that  the  consumption  would  be  2,500,000  gallons.  There  are 
200,000  gallons  per  week,  which  we  can  only  attribute  to  the  increased  business  in 
manufactures  ; the  demand  for  water  this  year  has  been  more  than  usual. 

5573.  Do  you  mean  that,  judging  of  the  progress  which  you  have  made  in  the  past, 
taking  the  water  used  and  the  customers  that  you  have  got,  you  were  not  warranted 
in  expecting  so  large  a demand  as  2,500,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Quite  so  ; the  additional 
customers  that  we  have  taken  on  this  year  are  not  more  than  we  have  taken  on  every 
year  since  we  have,  commenced.  The  additional  number  of  inhabitants  that  we  have 
taken  on  year  by  year  has  been  7,000  ; this  year  Ave  have  not  taken  on  more  ; the  manu- 
factories which  we  have  taken  on  are  supplied  by  meter,  and  therefore  I have  been 
enabled  to  calculate  the  quantity  very  accurately  ; and  there  are  200,000  gallons  j^er 
week  which  Ave  are  not  able  to  account  for,  except  by  siipposing  that  the  business  of  the 
town  has  increased  very  considerably  this  yeai-.  Tlie  manufactories  have  been  Avorking 
very  frefpiently  day  and  night. 

5574.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Nicholson.)  I am  not  quite  sure  that  I understood  you 
aright,  as  to  tlie  number  of  days  drought  tliat  you  have  experienced  in  the  different  years. 
Por  how  many  days  in  1849  did  the  water  ]»retty  continuously  go  down  in  your  reservoirs, 
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Mr,  R Kichohon  so  as  to  suggest  to  one,  on  looking  at  this  diagram,  tlie  idea  of  a drouglit  ? — In  1849  it 
and  commenced  to  go  down  about  the  23d  of  May,  and  it  ceased  going  down  on  tlie  14th  of 

Mr.  D.  D.  Main.  August,  that  is,  about  eighty  days. 

5573.  Eighty-three  or  eighty-four  days? — I see  now  that  it  is  to  the  end  of 

.'5th  Jan.  1854. 

5576.  That  would  be  exactly  one  hundred  days  of  continuous  drought,  or  of  weather  in 
which  yoTi  were  continuously  drawing  down  your  reservoirs  ? — Yes. 

5577.  In  1850  it  began  to  go  down  when  ? — About  the  21st  of  February,  going  down  a 
little  until  the  middle  of  April ; then  it  rose  for  a week. 

5578.  There  were  fifty-two  or  fifty-three  days  at  that  time  ; then  it  rose  for  how  many 
days  ? — It  rose  for  one  week. 

5579.  We  will  exclude  that ; when  did  it  again  commence  to  fiill? — At  the  end  of  that 
week. 

5580.  What  day  was  that? — About  the  26th  of  Apidl. 

5581.  How  long  did  it  continue  to  go  down  ? — It  continued  to  about  the  26th  of 
July. 

5582.  That  would  be  ninety-one  days’  descent? — Yes,  thereabouts. 

5583.  Then  did  it  again  go  down? — It  did. 

5584.  From  what  period  ?— At  the  end  of  another  week. 

5585  That  would  be  the  1st  of  August  ? — About  the  2d  of  August. 

5586.  And  it  continued  going  down  to  the  end  of  September  ? — It  continued  going 
down  till  about  the  10th  of  October. 

5587.  That  would  be  about  sixty-nine  days.  Then  there  were  212  days  of  continuous 
descent  of  water  in  the  reservoir  in  tliat  year  ? — Not  of  continuous  descent ; it  represents 
212  days  of  descent. 

5588.  Broken  by  two  intervals  of  a week  each  ? — Yes.  I have  not  added  those  figures 
up,  but  I take  for  granted  that  you  are  correct. 

5589.  We  have  taken  the  dates  correctly,  at  all  events,  so  that  the  number  of  days  can 
be  reckoned  up,  if  I am  wrong.  In  1851  it  began  to  go  down  in  May  ? — About  the  9th 
of  May. 

559*0.  And  it  continued  going  down  till  when? — Till  the  19th  of  June. 

5591.  That  would  be  forty-one  days.  Then  tliere  came  a break.  When  did  it  again 
begin  to  go  down  ? — At  the  end  of  a week  it  began  to  descend  on  the  26th  of  June. 

5592.  How  long  did  it  then  continue  to  descend  ? — -To  the  14th  of  August. 

5593.  Tliat  would  be  about  fifty  days.  Then  there  came  another  break? — Yes,  of 
fourteen  daj^s,  till  the  23th  of  August. 

5594.  And  on  tlie  28th  of  August  it  began  to  descend  again  ? — Yes. 

5595.  It  descended  how  long? — It  descended  until  the  24th  of  September. 

5596.  Twenty-seven  days.  Would  that  be  118  days  in  all,  with  two  breaks,  one  of  a 
Aveek  and  another  of  a fortnight  ? — Very  likely  it  would. 

5597.  Then  in  1852  you  had  no  drought  at  all? — It  descended  in  1852,  I believe, 
occasionally. 

5598.  A little.  In  June  it  rose  high.  It  was  high  all  July  and  August,  and  in 
Se})tember  it  rose  very  rapidly  ; so  that,  altogether,  the  year  Avas  high  ? — You  must,  of 
coiu-se,  bear  in  mind  that  the  year  1852  was  the  first  year  that  we  had  the  overfloAV  from 
the  Pont ; and  I Avish  particularly  to  notice  that  at  the  commencement  of  1852,  or  in  the 
autumn  rather  of  1851,  Ave  did,  very  materially  Ave  consider,  increase  our  poAvers,  first  by 
the  additional  reservoir,  and  that  that  additional  reservoir  Avas  of  nse  is  shoAvn  by  the 
f[uantity  of  M^ater  Avhich  in  every  year  Ave  passed  by,  previously  and  subsequently  to  that. 
And  of  course  the  overfloAv  from  the  Pont,  being  an  overfloAv  of  an  extent  of  6,000  acres, 
also  shoAvs  the  extent  to  Avhich  it  is  of  use. 

5599.  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  to  you  the  Avay  in  which  the  case  shapes  itself  to 
my  mind.  We  have  had  no  evidence  whatsoever  to  sIioav  that  your  Whittle  Dean  water 
is  not  good  ordinarily,  so  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  C[uestion  of  the  quality  of  the 
Avater  in  1853  Avas  dependent  Avholly  upon  the  quantity  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
you  had  always  had  a sufficient  quantity  in  yonr  reservoirs,  if  you  had  never  got  down, 
so  to  say,  to  the  dregs  of  your  reservoirs,  and  never  had  had  occasion  to  pump  from  the 
Tjuie,  there  nev-er  would  have  Iteen  any  complaint  Avhatsoever  as  to  the  quality  of  your 
Avater.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  the  quality  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water  was  mainly 
dependent  upon  the  quantity  you  I'etained  in  store.  Then  I want  to  ascertain  your 
deliberate  opinion  upon  this  point,  viz.,  Avliether,  having  in  the  year  1849  had  experience 
of  100  days  of  drought  or  continuous  draAAung  on  your  reservoirs,  in  1850  of  212  days 
of  drought,  and  in  1851  of  118  days  of  drought,  you  were  warranted  and  justified  in 
extending  your  supply  beyond  about  2,000,000  a day,  when  even  at  that  rate  of  supply 
you  had  but  storage  capacity  for  165  days,  supposing,  which  is  very  unlikely,  that  your 
reseiwoirs  should  liaA^e  happened  to  be  quite  fidl  at  the  commencement  of  the  annual 
drought? — The  result,  of  course,  of  the  year  1853  has  shown  that  Ave  should  have  had 
barely  sufficient ; but  if  we  had  had  tlie  whole  Avater  of  the  Pont  throughout  the  entire 
year  of  1853,  notAvithstanding  all  the  leakage  which  took  place  at  Arthur’s  Hill,  and  if 
that  leakage  had  even  been  a great  deal  more  than  it  Avas,  we  should  have  had  ample, 
and  more  than  ample,  for  1853,  according  to  the  best  estimate  I can  form. 
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5600.  You  were  aware,  at  the  time  when  you  continued  to  extend  your  supply  beyond 
the  amount  of  2,000,000  a day,  that  you  had  no  right  to,  and  could  not  get  possession  of, 
the  whole  water  of  the  Pont  ? — We  were  ; but,  having  before  us  the  experience  of  the 
year  1852,  when  the  smallest  quantity  of  storage  was  so  exceedingly  great,  and  our 
consumption  being  then  2,000,000,  we  certainly  did  not  consider  that  we  ought  to  l>e  at 
all  afraid  of  extending  our  works  so  far  as  we  did  in  1853.  If  we  had  entertained  such 
an  idea,  we  no  doubt  should  not  have  thought  of  extending  our  works. 

5601.  Am  I to  understand  you  to  say  that  it  was  on  the  experience  of  the  exceptioiial 
very  wet  year  1852,  as  overruling  the  experience  of  the  three  previous  years  1849, 
1850,  and  1851  that  you  felt  justified  in  extending  your  supply  beyond  2,000,000  a day, 
at  a time  when  you  had  only  a storage  capacity  of  330,000,000  gallons,  or  165  days’ 
supply  at  that  unincreased  rate  ? — I do  not  say  that  quite,  because  we  had  not  the 
experience  in  1849,  1850,  and  1851  of  our  additional  reservoir  or  of  the  quantity  to  be 
obtained  from  the  Pont.  If  we  had  had  the  expei’ience  of  those  two  additional  supplies 
in  those  three  years,  we  might  then  have  been  able  to  form  a more  correct  calculation. 

5602.  I mean  having  the  experience  of  the  years  1849,  1850,  and  1851  in  respect  of 
periods  of  drought  of  100  days,  212  days,  and  118  days  respectively? — We  had  the 
experience  of  those  years  no  doubt  in  that  respect,  but  we  had  not  the  overflow  of  the 
Pont  in  those  times. 

5603.  {Mr.  Bateman)  It  is  the  fact  of  the  Pont  which  has  misled  you? — It  is  the 
Pont  wliich  has  to  some  extent  misled  us  ; we  expected  in  every  j'ear  during  the 
summer  on  different  occasions  to  have  received  some  very  large  supplies  from  there  ; and 
Ave  have  not  received  them  to  the  extent  which  we  expected. 

5604.  {Gludrman)  That  is  the  point  on  which  you  Avould  rely  for  your  exculpation  ? 
— And  also  the  consumption  of  1853  being  more  than  we  had  any  reason  to  calculate 
upon,  and  also  the  loss  Avhich  we  sustained  by  this  extraordinary  leakage.  If  Ave  had 
not  had  this  defect  in  our  Avorks  at  Newcastle,  I consider  that  Ave  should  have  had  no 
occasion  to  pump  at  all,  or  very  little  at  any  rate. 

5605.  A miscalculation  as  to  the  amount  of  Avater  obtainable  from  the  Pont,  a 
miscalculation  as  to  the  amount  of  consumption  OAving  to  the  increased  number  of 
tenants  taken,  and  the  accident  of  from  30,000,000  to  50,000,000  having  been  lost  by 
leakage,  are  tlie  points  on  Avhich  you  Avould  Avish  to  insist  ? — I do  generally.  I do  not 
call  it  a miscalculation,  because  it  is  perhaps  scarcely  a correct  Avord. 

5606.  A misapprehension  then  perhaps  ? — Yes. 

5607.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  To  put  it  in  milder  terms  your  anticipations  of  supply  from 
the  Pont  Avere  not  realized  ? — Not  to  the  full  extent. 

5608.  And  the  consumption  of  AAmter  exceeded  Avhat  you  had  reason  to  expect? — Yes, 
from  the  increased  numl)er  of  our  tenants,  that  is  the  fact.  But  notwithstanding  any 
miscalculation  from  the  Pont,  and  notwithstanding  the  increased  consumption  beyond 
what  we  had  reason  to  anticipate,  even  then  Ave  should  have  had  sufficient  Avitliout  this 
failure. 

5609.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Micholson.)  I believe  at  the  beginning  of  October  last  year 
you  got  as  Ioav  as  35,000,000  gallons  in  your  reservoirs  ? — Yes. 

5610.  Suppose  you  add  to  that  the  amount  Avhich  you  lost  by  leakage,  and  which  you 
computed  at  certainly  30,000,000,  and  perhaps  50,000,000  gallons,  and  deduct  therefrom, 
shall  we  say  the  50,000,000  gallons  Avhich  you  pumped  from  the  Tyne,  you  Avould  still 
on  the  higher  computation  for  the  leakage  have  been  as  low  as  35,000,000,  and  on  the 
lower  computation  as  Ioav  as  15,000,000  gallons  ? — Pi*ecisely  so. 

5611.  Would  the  water  derNable  from  reservoirs  intended  to  contain  as  much  as 
330,000,000  have  been  desirable  as  drinking  water  Avhen  those  reservoirs  were  so  reduced 
as  to  contain  only  35,000,000  gallons  or  even  less  ? — For  a feAv  days  it  Avould  liaA-n  been 
clouded  in  the  way  that  it  was  clouded,  but  not  to  the  same  extent. 

5612.  You  do  not  think  that  there  would  have  been  anything  seriously  objectionable 
in  water  drawn  from  the  re.servoirs  Avhen  as  Ioav  as  that  ? — Not  certainly,  excepting  in 
the  particular  that  I have  mentioned. 

{Mr.  MaAn)  The  reservoir,  from  which  alone  we  drew  at  that  time,  had  a depth  of 
water,  at  the  lowest  point,  of  18  feet  9 inches. 

5613.  {Mr.  Bayne.)  From  July  to  September  Avas  the  Avater  at  any  time  clear  during 
the  time  that  you  were  taking  it  from  the  Tyne  ? — I should  state  as  to  its  being  clear, 
that  it  might  not  be  perfectly  pellucid,  but  it  Avas  certainly  frequently  approaching  it. 

5614.  Had  it  never  a bad  smell  ? — Never. 

5615.  I believe  you  are  not  accustomed  to  drink  the  water  ? — I state,  what  5mu  Icnow 
perfectly  well,  that  the  house  I live  in  is  at  a little  distance  from  the  town,  and  that  the 
water  pipes  are  not  laid  there. 

5616.  You  lived  in  George  Street;  did  you  drink  the  Avater  there? — I had  a spring 
there.  I did  occasionally  di'ink  the  Avater  from  the  Whittle  Dean  in  George  Street,  as  it 
happened  to  be  taken  either  from  the  tap  or  from  the  Avell.  I fancied  sometimes  that  the 
water  from  the  Whittle  Dean  Avas  better  than  from  the  well.  I am  quite  certain  the 
servants  took  it  from  where  tliey  pleased,  and  that  I several  times  drank  it. 

5617.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  With  reference  to  the  discolouration,  you  stated  tliatyou  filtered 
all  the  water  Avhich  was  pumped  from  the  Tyne  ? — We  did. 

Yy  3 
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5618.  You  examined  very  probably  the  water  after  it  was  so  filtered  ? — I did  ; I filled 
a glass  from  the  well  after  the  filtration. 

5619.  After  being  filtered  was  there  any  appearance  of  matters  in  suspension,  or  was  it 
discolouration  from  peat  which  rendered  the  water  less  pellucid  ? — From  peat. 

5620.  Can  you  fi-om  your  own  knowledge  state  that  the  water  at  all  times,  after  being- 
pumped  from  the  Tyne,  and  after  being  passed  through  the  filters,  was  without  any  other 
discoloration  except  that  ? — I believe  entirely  so,  unless  for  a short  time  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  when  the  wind  was  high  at  Whittle  Dean. 

5621.  You  are  sure  of  that  ? — I am. 

5622.  Then  the  turbidness  which  has  been  spoken  of  frequently  could  not  arise  from 
that  source  ? — I think  not. 

5623.  As  we  must  therefore  look  for  some  other  cause,  is  it  likely  that  it  could  arise 
from  the  wind  lashing  the  water  against  the  sides  of  the  reservoir  at  Whittle  Dean  ? — 
Yes,  I think  it  would  to  some  extent ; but  we  have  the  means  of  taking  it  from  a small 
reservo  h-,  and  avoiding  that  as  much  as  possible.  We  have  the  means  of  taking  it  into 
that  small  reservoir  from  any  one  of  the  others  ; we  are  not  compelled  to  take  it  from  the 
large  one  ; and  if  the  wind  is  in  a certain  direction,  we  can  take  it  from  one  or  the  other 
as  the  case  may  be,  or  we  can  take  it  from  the  stream. 

5624.  Do  you  know  that  occasionally,  from  the  disturbance  of  the  water,  or  from  the 
necessity  of  drawing  some  of  your  several  reservoirs  low,  the  water  was  discoloured  ? — 
Not  discoloured,  but  clouded;  you  may  call  it  turbid;  I call  discolouration  that  arising 
from  the  river  ; I distinguish  the  two. 

5625.  Then  cloudiness  and  turbidness,  matters  being  held  in  suspension,  would  arise 
from  the  turbidness  of  your  Whittle  Dean  reservoir  ? — The  matters  held  in  suspension 
would. 

5626.  The  colour,  so  far  as  a brown  tinge  was  imparted  to  it,  would  arise  from  the 
water  taken  from  the  Tyne  ? — Yes. 

5627.  And  the  compound  would  be  what  many  of  these  gentlemen  say  did  exist  in 
Newcastle,  a brown  turbid  water  ? — I do  not  mean  to  impute  anything  improper  to  those 
gentlemen,  but  I do  think  this,  that  what  I have  heard  of  greatly  exceeds  anything 
which  I ever  saw. 

5628.  You  think  that  not  only  the  water  but  the  description  is  highly  coloured  ? — I do 
really  think  it,  judging  from  my  own  experience.  I know  that  many  parties  think  the 
water  comes  direct  from  the  river  without  being  filtered  ; and  J think  if  it  had  been  in 
the  state  described  I could  not  but  have  seen  it. 

5629.  Have  you  the  means  of  taking  the  water  direct  from  the  river  without  filtration? 
— We  have  not. 

5630.  Can  you  take  the  water  from  the  river  without  passing  it  through  the  filters? — 
We  cannot. 

5631.  Is  it,  therefore,  a matter  of  necessity  that  all  the  water  supplied  from  Els  wick 
must  have  passed  through  the  filters? — Yes. 

5632.  How  often  do  those  filters  require  cleaning  ? — About  once  a week. 

5633.  Dirring  that  period  was  the  supply  fi'om  the  Tyne  suspended? — Yes. 

5634.  How  long  did  that  last  ? — Twelve,  or  fifteen,  or  eighteen  hours,  depending  upon 
circumstances. 

5635.  And  during  those  periods  no  water  was  pumped  from  the  Tyne  ?— Not  into  the 
town.  We  took  the  opportunity  of  pumping  it  into  the  tank.  There  are  two  subsiding 
tanks.  We  first  pumped  it  into  one  and  allowed  it  to  subside,  and  then  into  the  other. 
The  water  was  drawn  from  those  tanks  into  the  filter  alternately. 

5636.  {Chairman.')  Did  you,  as  engineer  to  the  company,  think  it  your  duty,  daily  or 
frequently  to  draw  water  from  the  pipes,  both  at  the  company's  office,  and  at  your  own 
office  in  the  town,  to  see  in  what  condition  it  was  ? — I will  not  say  daily  at  my  own  office, 
Imt  certainly  daily  at  the  company’s  office,  with  very  few  exceptions. 

5637.  Upon  none  of  those  occasions  did  you  observe  anything  beyond  discolouration, 
such  as  in  your  judgment  might  be  attributed  to  the  peat  stain,  or  the  slight  turbidity 
from  the  clay  from  the  reservoirs  ? — Certainly.  I state  so  most  distinctly. 

5638.  You  never  smelt  anything  disagreeable  ? — Never. 

5639.  You  never  tasted  anything  which  woidd  give  you  the  notion  of  putridity  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

5640.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Had  your  filter  a disagreeable  smell  ? — I never  went  for  the  purpose 
of  smelling  it,  and  cannot  answer  the  question  ; but  I never  heard  such  a thing  stated. 

5641.  {To  Mr.  Main.)  Can  you  inform  us  upon  that  point  ? — I smelt  the  water  at  the 
office  daily,  and  never  smelt  it  offensive. 

5642.  {Mr.  Rayne.)  Did  you  draw  water  fi-om  the  tap  in  the  day  and  let  it  stand  all 
night? — Yes. 

{Mi\  Nicholson.')  Frequently  ; and  I have  had  two  or  three  samples  there  standing  ; and 
on  one  of  those  occasions,  owing  to  the  water  being  so  brown,  we  ordered  the  men  to  cease 
pumping  for  two  days. 

5643.  {3Ir.  Simon.)  On  those  occasions  did  the  water  which  you  let  stand  deposit  a 
sediment  ? — To  a very  small  extent,  I believe,  occasionally. 
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5644.  {Mr.  Rayne.)  Are  you  aware  that  tliat  water  was  taken,  at  one  of  the  meetings 
of  the  board  of  guardians,  fjefore  tlie  guardians  ? — I am  veiy  soii'y  that  it  was  not  hi'ought 
before  us,  and  that  we  had  not  tiie  oj>portunity  of  examining  into  it  ; because  on  another 
occasion,  when  the  water  was  complained  of  by  a highly  respectalile  j^hysician  of  this 
town,  it  was  found  to  arise  entirely  from  his  own  cistern. 

{Mr.  Main.)  I will  give  you  the  fidl  particulars  of  that.  Dr.  Embleton  of  this  town,  I 
think,  in  his  evidence  stated,  that  the  water  in  his  house  was  muddy  and  left  a sediment. 
Now  I met  Dr.  Embleton  in  the  street  one  day,  and  he  was  talking  about  the  water.  This 
was  on  the  18th  of  November,  when  we  had  the  supply  entirely  from  Whittle  Dean.  He 
said,  “Well,  you  say  that  the  water  is  good  now,  but  I never  have  it  good  at  my  house.” 
He  said,  “ I have  it  in  my  water  jugs  during  the  day  ; it  leaves  a sediment,  and  it  also 
“ smells.”  I said,  “ It  is  most  extraordinary,  and  I will  go  up  and  see  it  myself.”  I 
said,  “ If  you  have  it  bad,  all  your  neighbours  will  have  it  bad  too,  because  your  house  is 
“ in  the  centre  of  the  street.”  I will  give  you  a copy  of  the  letter  that  I sent  to  him  that 
day,  showing  the  result  of  the  examination  : “ Newcastle,  November  18th,  1853.  Dear 

“ Sir, — I have  examined  your  water  fittings  this  morning,  and  am  not  surprised  that  you 
“ never  have  the  water  good.  The  two  cisterns  in  the  yard  are  in  some  parts  decayed, 

“ and  the  water  gets  contaminated  in  passing  through  them  into  the  kitchen.  If  you 
“ examine  them  you  will  find  pieces  of  rotten  wood  and  a good  deal  of  dirt  and  soot  at  the 
“ bottom.  As  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  having  these  cisterns,  the  water  being 
“ constantly  on,  day  and  night,  I would  suggest  that  you  shoidd  do  away  with  them 
“ altogether,  and  have  a simple  tap  in  the  yard,  allowing  the  pipe  communicating  with 
“ the  kitchen  to  remain  as  at  present.  By  this  means  you  will  always  have  the  water 
“ fresh  and  good.”  Dr.  Embleton  has  since  informed  me  that  he  adopted  my  suggestion. 
Those  cisterns  had  been  in  use  many  years,  having  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 
intermittent  supply  of  the  former  company  ; he  had  probably  never  looked  at  them,  and 
they  had  continued  many  years  till  the  wood  was  perfectly  rotten  and  decayed.  He  has 
since  done  away  with  them,  and  the  water,  he  has  told  me,  has  since  been  good. 

{Mr.  Nicholson)  The  same  thing  has  occurred  at  my  own  house.  I believe  that  if, 
instead  of  that  water  being  taken  to  the  board  of  guardians  and  the  town  put  into  that 
state  of  alarm,  we  had  been  applied  to,  we  should  have  been  able  to  remedy  to  a very 
great  extent  the  complaints  ; I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

5645.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Rayne.)  Have  you  a cistern  ? — I have  not ; I took  the  water 
from  a tap  not  connected  with  any  cistern. 

5646.  {Mr.  Main)  Have  you  not  a water-closet  in  your  house  ? — Yes,  but  I do  not 
take  the  water  from  the  water-closet. 

5647.  Are  you  certain  that  the  tap  was  not  supplied  from  the  cistern  which  supplies 
your  water-closet ; because  that  is  the  usual  case  ? — No,  it  is  not ; it  is  a pipe  from  the 
main  in  the  yard.  I saw  it  put  in  myself. 

{Mr.  Main)  I wish  also  to  state  that  on  the  14th  of  November,  Dr.  Richardson  wrote 
this  letter  to  me.  It  appears  that  he  had  been  analysing  the  water.  “ Dear  Sir, — An 
“ average  sample  of  last  week’s  supply  of  your  water  to  the  town  contains  in  the  imperial 
“ gallon  carbonates  of  lime  and  magnesia,  precipitated  by  boiling,  13 ’60  grains  ; svdphate 
“ of  lime  with  chlorides  of  magnesia,  calcium,  and  alkalies,  17' 60  grains  ; organic  matter 
“ 4'00  ;”  making  the  total  solid  contents  in  the  gallon  35'20  grains.  He  says,  “ The 
“ organic  matter  is  chiefly  of  animal  origin,  and  emits  a most  offensive  smell  when 
“ ignited.'’’  I was  exceedingly  alarmed  by  this  ; I believed  that  Dr.  Richardson  had  made 
a mistake  in  analysing  the  water,  because  at  that  time  we  were  drawing  our  entire 
supply  from  Whittle  Dean.  I went  immediately  to  Dr.  Richardson,  and  asked  him  about 
this  organic  matter,  and  the  large  quantity  of  solid  matter  in  the  gallon.  I said  it  was 
impossible  the  water  could  be  contaminated  by  animal  matter,  as  it  was  entirely  drawn 
from  Whittle  Dean  ; and  I asked  him  where  he  had  taken  it.  He  said  he  had  drawn  it 
from  the  tap  which  supplies  the  New  Medical  Hall.  I went  along  and  examined  the 
cistern  there.  It  is  a lead  cistern,  and  I could  observe  nothing  particular  about  it,  if  the 
water  had  come  from  there.  I then  took  Dr.  Richardson  to  a tap  in  the  same  street, 
where  it  was  drawn  directly  from  the  main  pipe,  without  the  intervention  of  any  cistern 
and  his  analysis  at  that  time,  on  the  14th  of  December  1853,  of  the  water  supplied  to 
the  town  was  as  follows  : — “ Carbonate  of  lime  6‘88  ; sulphate  of  lime  3’36;  sulphates 
“ and  muriates  of  alkalies  and  earth  GAO  ; organic  matter  2'24  ; and  only  '07  of  a 
“ grain  of  matter  in  suspension.”  Dr.  Richardson  added,  “ I consider  the  water  of 
“ excellent  quality,  and  well  adapted  for  the  supply  of  the  inhabitants.”  I merely 
wish  to  show  that  any  analysis  of  the  water  that  may  be  produced  ought  to  be  derived 
from  a tap  supplied  direct  from  the  main  pipe  ; not  from  any  cistern. 

5648.  {Mr.  Simon)  As  regards  that  first  specimen  of  water,  containing  so  much  animal 
matter,  were  you  able  to  find  any  explanation  of  its  contamination  ? — I climbed  up  to 
the  lead  cistern  ; it  was  an  exceedingly  dirty  place,  with  nothing  to  protect  the  surface 
of  the  water  from  being  contaminated.  It  seemed  to  have  a yellow  coating  inside  the 
lead  cistern. 

5649.  {Mr.  Bateman  to  Mr.  Rayne)  With  reference  to  the  occasion,  to  which  you 
referred,  when  you  took  the  water  from  a tap  and  had  an  unpleasant  feeling  after  it,  is 
that  tap  in  tlie  constant  habit  of  being  used  ? — Constantly. 
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5650.  There  could  be  no  contamination  from  the  tap  from  want  of  use  ? — Not  the 
least ; and  I forgot  to  mention  when  I gave  the  evidence  to  you,  that  there  was  a man 
Avho  had  not  been  in  the  town  drinking  the  water  but  three  days,  and  he  was  taken  ill 
of  cholera. 

{Mr.  Nicholson.)  I can  bring  foi’ward  many  cases  where  people  never  di-ank  the  water, 
and  were  taken  ill  also.  In  my  own  case,  where  Ave  had  not  the  water,  tAvo  of  our 
servants  fancied  tliey  Avere  ill ; I attributed  it  to  fancy,  and  told  them  Avhat  nonsense  it 
Avas  to  fancy  they  Avei'e  ill,  and  I ga\m  them  a little  medicine.  They  blamed  the  water, 
and  believed  they  Avere  ill  of  cholera.  With  reference  to  Avater  producing  diarrhoea,  you 
Avill  bear  in  mind  Avhat  has  been  proved  before  you  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Stephensons' 
Avorkmen,  although  they  fancied  that  the  Avater  gave  them  diarrhoea  ; you  Avill  recollect 
that  the  amount  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  in  the  barracks  was  much  greater,  if  I remember 
rightly,  than  at  the  Avorks  of  Messrs.  Stephenson  .and  Com])any  ; and  as  to  the  cases  ot 
cholera,  I Avould  merely  refer  to  two  or  three  places,  Greenhow  Terrace,  Spital  Tongues, 
and  other  places,  Avhere  our  AAuiter  pipes  do  not  extend  ; and  the  ca.ses  of  cholera  theie 
Avere  certainly  much  beyond  the  average. 

(Mr.  Rayne.)  The  Avater  at  the  barracks  is  bad  ; the  water  at  Spital  Tongues  is  bad  also. 

(Mr.  Mason.)  The  Avater  at  Spital  Tongues  contains  75-03  grains  per  gallon  of  solid 
mattei’. 

5651.  (Chairman.)  By  whom  Avas  that  analysis  made  ? — By  Dr.  Richardson. 

(Mr.  Main.)  They  haAm  tAVO  sources  of  supply  at  Spital  Tongues.  I understand  the 
people  at  Spital  Tongues  use  the  stream  Avater  passing  by  their  houses  for  ordin:xry 
dome.stic  pur})0^es,  but  the  Avater  of  a well  for  drinking. 

5652.  (Mr.  Mason  to  Mr.  Nicholson.)  Were  the  company  frerpiently  Avarned  anterior 
to  the  year  1819,  tliat  they  were  sure  to  be  in  the  condition  that  they  have  proved  them- 
selves to  be  in,  both  in  1850  and  in  this  year  ; and  Avas  there  not  suggested  to  them,  at  the 
jieriod  Avhich  I am  alluding  to,  the  propriety  of  their  embracing  the  river  Pont  ; because 
any  person  Avho  Avould  have  taken  the  trouble  to  have  gone  up  to  have  seen  the  small 
streandet  that  Avas  running  into  those  ponds,  Avhich  Avere  taken  to  supply  the  toAvn,  Avould 
ca.sily  have  fountl  at  once  that  it  aauis  impossible  to  be  at  all  adequate  ? — I have  lieard 
that,  and  Mr.  Mason,  I dare  say,  said  something  to  the  same  effect ; but  at  the  same  time 
j\tr.  Mason  also  forewarned  us  that  our  revenue  Avould  neA^er  reach  7,000^.  a year,  and 
noAv  it  is  double  that  amount. 


5658  (Chainnan  to  Mr.  Nicholson.)  I think  you  liaA'e  stated  that  the  area  of  your 
filter  Avas  abo’ut  10,000  feet  ? — Ye.s. 

5654.  "What  amount  of  Avater  Avould  a filter  of  that  area,  and  such  as  you  describe,  filter 
])ro[>erly  in  the  twenty-four  hours  ? — It  depends  entirely  upon  many  circumstances  ; I 
.should  say  that  the  rate  at  Avhich  Ave  filtered  the  Avater  su])plied  to  the  Newcastle  people 
in  the  aA^erage  of  the  tAv^en ty -four  houns,  Avas  about  seventy  gallons  per  foot  per  hour ; 
but  for  the  time  it  Avas  actually  in  operation,  it  Avas  from  eighty-five  to  ninety- five  gallons 
]ier  hour. 

5655.  (Mr.  Batonan.)  IIoav  many  hours  did  you  pass  the  Avater  through  the  filter? — 
From  seA'enteen  to  eio-hteen  hours. 

o 

5656.  Then  thei'c  Avould  be  no  difficulty  in  filtering  the  quantity  of  Avater  3^11  state 
dui-ing  that  time  ? — None  Avhatever  ; much  larger  quantities  are  filtered  daily. 

5657.  (Chairman.)  You  think  that  the  filter  and  the  filtering  Avorked  adequatel}^ — 
I do. 

5658.  Hoav  many  inches  A-ertical  do  you  take  it  that  that  filter  Avould  filter  in  the 
hour  i — I did  not  take  it  in  that  Avay,  but  the  calculation  I have  given  you  is  correct. 
I took  it  gallons  per  hour,  in  the  usual  Avay.  I think  it  is  about  ninety  gallons  per  square 
foot  per  hour. 

5659.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  That  is  about  fifteen  cubic  feet?. — -Yes,  not  quite  so  much. 

5660.  (Chairman.)  Hoav  many  gallons  did  you  filter  in  these  eighteen  hours? — In  the 
eighteen  hours,  I haA-e  stated  that  Ave  filtered  700,000  gallons.  Mr.  Bateman  will  be  able 
to  tell  3”ou  at  once,  that  the  quantity  passed  through  in  that  space  is  not  more  than  can 
be  adequately  and  p»roperly  filtered. 

(Mr.  Bateman.)  I will  not  state  that.  I have  no  doubt  that  you  ma}^  jiass  that 
quantity  through,  but  it  depends  on  the  quality  of  the  water  previously  to  being  filtered, 
as  to  Avhether  it  can  be  done  adequately  and  properly. 

5661.  (Chairman)  We  will  take  the  exact  dimensions  of  the  area  of  your  filter?— 
I ha\m  not  it  by  me.  I had  it  measured  and  had  the  exact  area  of  the  filter. 

5662.  You  Av-ere  not,  I suppose,  generally  in  attendance  on  the  engine? — No  ; I had 
a book  kept  .shoAving  when  the  engine  Avas  at  Avork. 

5663.  (il/'r.  Simon.)  Can  you  put  in  a transcript  of  that  book  ? — I think  I can  give 
it  3'ou  for  every  day.  It  states  the  time  Avhen  Ave  commenced  pumping  to  the  town,  the 
intervals  betAveen  one  period  and  the  other,  when  the  engine  was  being  oiled,  and  so 
forth  ; but  that  is  not  so  correct  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  We  know  that  there  is  always 
an  interA-al,  but  it  gWes  you  pretty  nearly  the  time. 

5664.  (Chairman.)  From  Avhom  are  Ave  to  get  accurate  information  with  reference  to 
the  exact  time  of  the  pumping  from  the  Tyne  ? — You  can  have  it  from  the  engineman. 
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56G5.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Did  your  engine  pump  constantly,  except  just  at  the  time  of  Mr.  It.  Nicholson 
chanmno-  from  one  class  of  work  to  the  other  ?• — Just  so,  except  the  time  of  oiling,  and 

and  Uiose  two  days  which  I have  mentioned.  Mr.  D.  D.  Main. 

56GG.  Did  you  pump  every  tide  from  the  river  ? — Generally  so.  

5667.  That  would  he  5 hours  of  the  2d;  about  2d  hours  a tide? — About  2d  to  2J  25th  Jan.  1854. 
hours. 

5668.  That  in  two  tides  would  be  5 hours  in  the  24  ? — Yes  ; or  a little  more  than  that. 

5669.  You  say  you  pumped  from  the  filter  into  the  toAvn  18  hours? — No,  I said  17. 

5670.  17  and  5 would  make  22  ? — 22^  perhaps,  and  there  is  an  hour  and  a half  for 
other  things. 

5671.  You  know  that  to  be  the  fact  ? — I do. 

5672.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  believe  that  no  water  was  ever  drawn  from  the  river  after 
the  turn  of  the  tide  ? — I believe  that  none  ever  was.  Of  course  I Avas  not  ahvays  at  the 
river  side,  but  I have  no  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of  Avhat  I have  stated  to  you. 

5673.  Is  it  a probable  thing  that  any  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  pei'son  in  charge 
of  the  Avorks  in  your  absence  cmdd  have  allowed  pumping  to  occur  at  other  times  than  you 
directed  ? — I do  not  think  it  at  all  probable.  I have  the  size  of  the  filter  bed  exactly 
here  ; it  is  124  feet  2 inches  by  80  feet.  I ha\m  had  it  since  measured  again. 

5674.  {Ghairrnan.)  It  is  Avithin  a trifle  of  10,000  square  feet  then? — Yes. 

5675.  I notice  that  in  the  year  1850  you  did  not  begin  to  pump  from  the  Tyne  until 
you  had  got  as  loAV  as  55,000,000  on  the  22d  of  July  ; is  that  correct  ? — That  is  correct. 

5676.  And  that  oil  the  5th  of  July  1853,  you  began  to  pump  from  the  Tyne  before 
you  had  got  as  loAV  as  150,000,000? — Yes. 

5677.  Can  you  explain  to  us  the  rea.son  of  that? — Yes.  In  1850  our  consumption 
was  1,500,000  gallons  a day.  We  knew  of  course  Avhat  our  pumping  poAvers  were,  and 
hoAV  long  Ave  could  depend  upon  the  quantity  in  store  Avith  our  pumping  powers  to 
supply  the  toAvn.  In  1853,  our  consumption  being  more,  it  was  necessary  to  begin 
earlier,  because  the  pumping  quantity  being  a constant  quantity,  Ave  had  to  draAV  more 
lai'gely  from  the  storage. 

5678.  In  1850  you  began  to  pump  Avhen  you  had  36  days’  store  left  in  your  reservoirs  ? 

— Yes,  about  that. 

5679.  And  in  1853  you  began  to  pump  Avhen  you  had  sixty  days’  store  left  ? — Yes  ; I 
considered  that  a necessary  precaution  to  take  in  the  year  1853,  and  I do  not  think 
that  Ave  began  earlier  in  1853,  as  compared  Avith  our  real  state  of  things,  than  Ave  did  in 
1850. 

5680.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  available  supply  from  the  river  is  constant, 
do  you  think  that  the  sixty  days  in  1853  corresponded  to  the  thirty -six  in  1850  ? — I think 
tlind  the  cases  are  much  about  alike.  I should  state  that  the  Avater  in  the  rivei’  during  the 
early  part  of  the  summer  Avas  exceedingly  good.  I mean  along  the  Tyne  generally ; it 
Avas  very  free  from  stain,  and  as  bright  and  pure  as  could  be.  After  Ave  had  Iiad  occasion 
to  pump  a short  time,  there  harppcned  to  be  frequent  local  falls  of  rain,  just  sufficient  to 
bring  the  Avater  over  the  peat  surface,  and  the  river  Avas  occasionally  very  much 
discoloured,  so  much  so,  as  I said  before,  that  Ave  ceased  pumping  tAvo  days. 

5681.  (Mr.  Simon)  Was  the  Avater  from  your  reseiwoirs  also  much  discoloured  ? — No  ; 
no  peat  Avater  runs  into  our  ]-eservoirs. 

5682.  Was  there  considerable  sediment  there  ? — Duringa  certain  portion  of  thetime  there 
Avas  a cloudiness  in  the  Avater  Avhich  necessarily,  after  standing  some  time,  would  lea\m 
a sediment.  TheAvater  before  had  been  so  perfectly  bright  and  colourless,  and  so  perfectly 
good,  that  I believe  the  change  Arms  therefore  seen  sooner.  If  the  Avater  had  been 
supplied  to  NeAvcastle  before  as  it  is  generally  supplied  to  North  Shields,  there  Avould  not 
have  been  so  much  saiil  of  the  change. 

5683.  (Dr.  liohinson  to  J/r.  3Iaiu)  I Avish  to  ask  you  the  names  or  situations  of  the 
pants  supplied  by  the  Avater  company  during  the  epidemic  of  cholera  in  1853  ? — ^Two  pants 
in  Sandgate  ; one  at  each  end  ; a pant  in  Manor  Chai-e,  and  one  at  Butcher  Bank. 

5684.  Those  a,re  the  only  ]iants  supplied  by  }mu  ? — Those  are  the  only  public  pants. 

5685.  Are  there  any  additional  pants  now  partly  or  Avdiolly  supplied  by  the  company  ; 

I allude  to  the  pants  in  NeAVgate  Street  ? — -No. 

5686.  Are  the  pants,  Avhich  are  supplied  by  the  Avater  company,  in  charge  of  the  water 
company  or  the  corporation  ? — The  corporation. 

5687.  Tlie  company  are  not  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  water  in  the  pants? — ■ 

Not  at  all ; Ave  get  a cert.ain  rent  from  the  corporation  for  those  pants. 

5688.  (To  Mr.  Nicholson.)  With  reference  to  the  possibility  of  soakage  into  the  pipes 
of  the  Avater  conqiany,  under  Avhat  circumstances  is  it  liable  to  occur,  and  where  to  your 
knowledge  has  it  occurred  ? — I should  fancy  that  there  Avould  be  no  soakage  into  the 
pipes,  when  we  have  so  groat  a pressure  in  the  pipes  ; there  may  be  an  escape  of  Avater 
outAvards.  If  the  ])ipe  Avas  empty  and  a vacuum  was  formed,  and  the  pipe  Avas  not  Avater  - 
tight  then  there  might  be  soakage. 

5689.  Have  you  any  wooden  pi[»es? — (Mr.  jSlain) — No. 

(Mr.  Nicholson.)  Tliere  Avere  some  old  ones  about  Eldon  Square,  but  I believe  they  have 
all  been  removed.  Of  course  we  are  not  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  exact  description  of 
pi[)es,  because  some  of  them  have  been  doAvu  for  a very  long  time  ; but  I believe  they 
have  all  been  taken  out. 
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5690.  With  reference  to  the  reservoirs  in  the  town,  there  are  two,  I believe  ? — There 
are  two  at  what  we  call  Arthur’s  Hill. 

5691.  Is  not  there  one  also  close  to  the  pumping  engine? — That  is  only  used  when  the 
engine  is  at  work.  There  are  two  subsiding  tanks,  and  a filter  bed. 

5692.  Are  these  reservoirs  covered  ? — They  are  not. 

5693.  At  what  distance  are  these  reservoirs  from  inhabited  houses  or  imhlic  roads? — At 
Arthur’s  Hill — it  is  in  hict  one,  because  the  two  are  formed  into  one— tlvire  is  a public  road 
on  one  side  of  it. 

5694.  Is  it  near  houses  ? — It  is. 

5695.  Is  it  possible  for  dead  animals  or  other  noxious  substances  to  he  thrown  into  those 
reservoirs,  so  as  to  make  the  water  foul,  which  may  before  have  been  ]nire  ? — We  have  a 
man  who  lives  upon  the  premises  at  Arthur’s  Hill  constantly  ; he  occupies  a house  on  the 
grounds,  and  I do  not  think  that  anything  of  that  kind  could  po,ssihly  he  thrown  in 
there.  It  is  also  surrounded  by  a very  high  wall.  After  we  came  into  possession  of  the 
works  we  found  that  the  wall  was  too  low.  We  subsequently  raised  the  wall  several  feet, 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  au}^  one  to  get  over  the  wall,  though  I have  seen  a person 
climb  over  it. 

5696.  Would  it  l)e  possible  to  throw  anything  over  it? — -I  do  not  think  such  a thing 
would  happen.  I never  heard  of  it. 

5697.  As  a general  rule  would  it  not  be  desirable  for  reservoirs  to  be  erected  at  a 
distance  from  the  town,  or  covered  so  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  such  a thing  being 
done  ? — Not  to  prevent  a possibility  of  that  kind.  I think  it  is  better  for  the  reservoirs  to 
be  at  a distance  from  inhabited  houses,  on  account  of  the  amount  of  smoke. 

5698.  Have  these  reservoirs  been  cleaned  out  lately  ? — No,  there  is  no  occasion  to  clean 
them  out.  I speak  of  the  Arthur’s  Hill  reservoirs  now,  because  nothing  but  pure  water 
comes  into  them  ; but  the  other  reservoirs  at  the  engine  are  cleaned  out  regularly  after 
the  subsidence  takes  place. 

5699.  You  would  not  know  that  any  particularly  oftensive  matters  had  been  discovered 
at  any  time  in  these  reservoirs  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  any  ; in  fact  I do  not  believe  it. 

I never  heard  of  such  a thing. 

5700.  With  reference  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  water  is  liable  to  be  cut  off 
from  tenemented  houses,  after  the  water  has  once  been  laid  on,  has  it  often  been  found 
necessary  to  cut  it  off? — We  have  had  considerable  difficulty  on  that  point. 

{Mr.  il/awi.)  In  answer  to  that  I might  state  that,  when  the  Whittle  Dean  water 
company  commenced,  the  poor  people  in  the  town  had  not  a supply  of  water  on  the 
premises  at  all ; they  were  supplied  from  the  pubhc  stand  pipes  or  pants  which  the  sub- 
scription compaii}^  had  erected.  There  were  thirty-four  of  those  ]jants  distributed 
throughout  the  town  ; and  it  is  stated  in  the  prospectus  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water 
company,  “As  a measure  of  general  benefit  to  the  population  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead, 

“ and  more  especially  to  the  working  chusses  of  those  towns,  it  has  the  strongest  claims 
“ for  support  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  an  undertaking  which  will  have  the 
“ effect  of  relieving  the  hard-worked  families  of  the  ])Oor  from  the  labour  of  carrying 
“ from  a distance  the  water  which  they  use,  and  giving  them  an  unlimited  supply  in 
“ their  own  houses  at  no  greater  cliarge  for  an  entire  day’s  consumption  than  is  now  paid 
“ for  a single  bucket  full  of  water,  sold  at  the  stand  pipes  in  the  streets,  from  which  it 
“ has  to  be  carried  home  frequently  during  inclement  weather,  and  often  with  much  ‘ 
“ inconvenience  and  fatigue.”  ; 

5701.  {Dr.  JRohinson.)  That  is  the  very  point  upon  which  I wish  to  have  some  infor- 

mation ; because  I am  told  by  some  poor  persons  that  the  company  have  not  accomplished 
that  object  ? — When  the  Whittle  Dean  water  com])auy  commenced  in  1845,  the  occupiers  I 
of  tenements,  consisting  of  hut  one  room,  had  no  indoor  supply  of  V'ater  at  all,  and  j 

the  lowest  charge  at  that  time  was  ten  shillings  per  annum.  The  lowest  charge  in  the  j 

Whittle  Dean  Water  Company’s  Act  is  seven  shillings  per  annum  ; but  we  considered  that  f 
that  charge  was  too  high  for  the  very  lowest  class,  and  reduced  it  to  five  shillings  per  annum.  I 
We  also  agreed  with  landlords,  whei'e  eight  or  more  tenants  had  access  to  one  common  1 
tap,  that  we  would  be  at  the  expense  of  not  only  furnishing  the  branch  pipe,  but  all  the  ; 
interior  fittings.  The  consequence  of  this  measure  is,  that  at  this  time  we  supply  I 
28,750  of  the  population  occupying  one  room,  15,570  occupying  two  rooms,  1,835  | 

occupying  three  l ooms,  and  31 0 occupying  fom-  rooms.  The  company  were  anxious  that  I 
the  supply  of  water  should  be  thus  extended  to  the  poorer  classes  ; but  in  adopting  the  i 
principle  of  putting  stand  pipes  in  open  court  yards,  and  often  in  public  streets  to  supply  '<■ 
these  properties,  which  have  sometimes  no  yards,  it  has  been  found  that  there  is  a great  t 
deal  of  stealing  from  the  taps,  and  also  gveat  waste  of  water.  When  Mr.  Rawlinson  r, 
was  here,  he  strongly  urged  upon  us  the  necessity  of  putting  the  taps  inside,  into  each 
room.  We  do  not  consider  that  we  can  do  that  practically  ; we  find  that  the  landlords 
are  averse  to  any  expenditure  almost,  for  the  supplying  of  their  tenants  with  water,  and  ■ 
therefore  as  the  next  best  means,  we  have  been  endeavomang  to  arrange  with  the  r 
landlords  to  get  them  to  put  the  taps  inside  the  properties,  at  all  events  into  the  yard  so  ' 
as  to  prevent  stealing  and  waste  as  much  as  possible.  Some  landlords  have  complied;  i 
some  have  not.  In  the  cases  of  those  who  have  not  complied,  and  who  have  the  stand 
pipes  in  the  streets  perfectly  exposed,  we  have  been  obhged  to  take  it  off. 
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5702.  So  that  practically  the  poor  persons,  who  were  for  a length  of  time  supplied  by  Mr.  R.  Nicholson 

the  water  company,  are  now  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  pants  ? — Tn  a few  instances.  and 

{Mr.  Nicholson)  It  was  with  very  great  regret  that  the  company  were  obliged  to  do 
that;  but  whem  we  found  tliat  there  was  710  means  of  preventing  the  extraordinary  95^}^  jan  1854 

waste  and  breakage,  and  that  the  landlords  would  not  be  at  the  expense  or  become  “ 

responsible  for  the  rates,  we  had  no  alternative  in  a few  cases  but  to  take  it  off. 

5703.  With  reference  to  the  relations  of  the  company  and  the  corporation,  when  the 
supply  from  the  Whittle  Dean  reservoirs  failed  in  1850,  did  tlie  corporation  of  Newcastle 
address  any  remonstrance  to  the  directors  of  the  water  company,  or  urge  upon  them  the 
necessity  for  increasing  their  means  of  supply  ?— I do  not  know. 

{Mr.  Main)  I can  answer  that  they  did  not. 

5704.  Did  the  town  council,  in  the  interval  between  1850  and  September  1853, 
remonstrate  with  the  directors  of  the  water  company  on  the  impropriety  of  their  under- 
taking to  supply  additional  districts  and  extensive  manufactories,  without  at  the  same 
time  proportionately  increasing  their  reservoirs  1 — {Mr.  Nicholson)  There  was  no 
communication,  if  you  mean  that. 

5705.  After  the  company  began  to  pump  water  from  the  Tyne  in  July  1853,  what 
interval  elapsed  before  the  town  council  addressed  any  representation  or  reiiionstrance 
to  the  directors  upon  the  subject  ? — {Mr.  Main)  A deputation  consisting  of  the  sanitary 
committee  of  the  town  council  attended  at  the  office.  It  was  on  the  very  day  that  we 
had  ceased  pumping,  on  the  15th  of  September. 

5706.  {Mr.  Bateman  to  Mr.  Nicholson)  Are  you  now  applying  to  Parliament  for  a 
considerable  extension  of  your  works  ? — We  are. 

5707.  Have  the  directors  at  any  time  shown  a disposition  to  withhold  necessary 
outlay  for  putting  the  works  into  a condition  fit  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town? — 

Certainly  never ; in  every  communication  or  instruction  that  I have  ever  received  from 
them  the  question  of  money  has  never  been  considered  by  them  ; their  desire  has  been  to 
efficiently  supply  the  town  at  all  times  with  water. 

5708.  So  far  as  their  knowledge  went  and  their  foresight  could  extend,  you  have  reason 
to  say  that  they  have  always  been  not  only  inclined,  but  have  given  instructions,  for  the 
expenditure  of  every  necessary  sum  of  money  to  put  the  works  in  good  condition  ? — I can 
state  so,  most  certainly. 

5709.  {Chairman)  Have  you  any  further  statement  which  you  wish  to  make  ? — There 
is  one  thing  which  just  occurs  to  me.  I know  it  was  stated  at  one  time,  that  the  water 
taken  down  the  north  side  of  the  river  at  Walker  was  not  good  ; it  might  be  so,  but  the 
reasons  are  these  ; the  main  down  to  Walker  was  a new  main,  laid  down  and  completed 
just  about  the  time  that  the  cliolera  commenced,  and  every  one  knows  that,  for  some  time 
after  a new  main  of  that  extent  is  laid  down,  the  interior  of  the  pipe  oxydises,  and  a 
certain  quantity  canied  dowm  becomes  a yellow  colour.  It  is  also  well  known  that  when  the 
pipe  is  first  fiUed  with  water,  there  is  an  amount  of  atmospheric  air  necessarily  in  the  pipe 
mixed  with  the  water ; and  the  appearance  of  tlie  water,  described  so  graphically  in  one  of 
the  communications  which  I saw  in  print,  was  owing  entirely  to  tlie  atmospheric  air  in 
the  pipe,  and  to  the  quantity  of  iron  which  had  washed  off  the  pipe. 

5710.  {Mr.  Simon)  So  that  it  looked  yellow? — Yes;  and  when  the  water  was  first 
brought  from  Whittle  Dean,  it  was  so  for  a little  time  ; and  with  every  new  pipe  we  lay 
down,  it  is  so  for  some  little  time ; and  we  occasionally,  u})on  making  extensions  in  the 
town,  have  com})laint.s  at  the  office.  What  I did  was  this : I gave  notice  at  Walker  that  the 
water  would  not  be  good  for  a little  time ; and  Ave  do  not  generally  charge  them  the  first 
quarter. 

5711 . (Mr.  Bateman)  Perhaps  it  would  lie  desiralile  for  you  to  know,  that  that  objection, 
which  has  hitherto  been  a very  serious  oljection,  may  noAV  be  entirely  obviated ; and  that 
in  my  practice  I can  sujiply,  the  first  day  the  water  goes  through  the  pipe  after  it  has 
been  washed  out,  water  as  jiure  as  at  the  fountain  head  ? — I have  hearil  several  means 
stated.  I do  not  know  what  ineans  you  use. 

5712.  We  dip  them  in  coal-pitch  at  a great  heat? — If  we  had  done  that  lam  afraid  we 
should  have  had  complaints  from  the  taste  of  the  pitch.  I know  there  was  a complaint  with 
respect  to  our  pipes  at  W alker,  and  the  reason  I have  given.  I also  know  that  in  making 
extensions  in  tlie  town,  complaints  of  that  kind  have  occasionally  been  made.  I do  believe 
that  in  some  of  those  instances,  wliere  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  canied  to  the 
board  of  guardians,  it  may  very  possibly  have  arisen  from  some  new  pipe,  and  be 
accounted  for  in  that  way.  I do  not  for  a moment  suppose  that  any  gentleman  would  go 
there  and  state  what  was  untrue  ; liut  I certainly  regret  that  we  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  inquiring  into  it  at  the  time. 

{Mr.  Nicholson.)  I do  not  know  that  it  falls  exactly  within  your  province  here, 
but  if  it  does,  I shall  be  glad  to  state  to  ymu  what  the  intentions  of  the  company  are 
during  the  present  session,  aud  what  new  works  are  proposed. 

5713.  (Chairmmb)  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it  in  outline.  It  Avill,  at  all  events,  be 
satisfactory  to  tho.se  present? — We  propose  liringing  in  a great  additional  district  of 
drainage,  amounting,  with  what  we  have,  to  about  forty  square  miles,  and  we  propose 
making  two  large  additional  reservoirs  which  will  hold  about  300,000,000  of  gallons. 
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5714).  (Mr.  Batemcm)  The  new  ones? — The  new  ones.  We  also  propose  constvuctino- 
filter  beds  a little  distance  from  the  toAvn,  on  tlie  Elswick  estate,  so  that  all  the  water 
whether  brouglit  down  from  Whittle  Dean  or  elsewhei-e,  Avill  be  filtered.  These  are  the 
main  Avorks  that  Ave  pi-opose.  We  have  taken  doAvn  the  engine  at  EisAvick  ; Ave  are  about 
re-erecting  it  seA^eral  miles  up  the  river,  beyond  the  point  Avhere  the  tide  flows  ; not  for 
the  purpose  of  permanentl}^  using  it,  Ave  expect,  but  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  ready 
in  the  spring  of  tliis  year  or  next  year  before  our  new  works  can  be  completed,  in  case  by 
any  mischance,  or  any  extreme  season  Ave  should  be  short  of  supply.  Therefore,  as  I said 
before,  there  has  been  no  question  Avith  the  company  as  to  the  expense  of  works,  because 
the  cost  of  re-erecting  the  engine,  and  of  the  Avorks  there  will  necessarily  be  considerable 
and  it  will  be  for  a temporary  purpose  only;  but  Ave  have  considered  it  necessary  to  provide 
against  such  a contingency  for  the  next  year  or  tAvo. 

5715.  {Chairman)  Then  I understand  you  to  say  that  instead  of  having  as  hitherto 

a drainage  area  of  4),600  acres,  you  propose  to  obtain  a drainage  area  of  24),600  ? Yes 

about  20,000  extra.  ’ 

5716.  You  propose  to  increase  your  storage  capacity  from  330,000,000  to  630,000,000 
gallons  ? — In  round  numbers. 

5717.  You  propose  to  establish  increased  and  improved  filter  beds? — Entirely  ncAv 
filter  beds. 

5718.  And  to  carry  your  engine  to  a point  above  the  fioAV  of  the  tide,  in  case  of  jmur 
having  to  use  it  before  completing  your  neAv  Avorks  ? — Quite  so.  The  district  from  Avhence 
we  intend  to  obtain  the  neAV  Avater  is  very  favourable  for  the  purpose  ; and  Ave  have  every 
reason  to  know,  short  of  actual  proof,  that  the  rain  fall  in  that  district  is  very  much 
greater  indeed  than  that  of  Wliittle  Dean  ; tlie  rain  gauges  are  noAv  Ijeing  put  down 
and  measurements  are  noAV  being  taken,  and  every  information  Avhich  can  be 
obtained  I believe  is  noAv  in  the  course  of  preparation.  AVe  are  erecting  two  ncAV  rain 
gauges  in  the  district ; in  fact  they  are  erected  noAv,  I may  sa}^  If  anything  else  arises 
I shall  be  very  glad  to  supply  the  information  to  the  Commissioners. 

5719.  {To  Mr.  Main)  AVill  you  be  good  enough  to  tell  us  Avhat  Avere  the  number  of 
families  or  tenants,  in  NeAvcastle  only  I mean,  excluding  those  in  Gateshead,  Avho  in 
August  1853  took  your  Avater  ; and  first  as  regards  occupiers  of  self-contained  dwelling- 
houses  Avhose  rental  is  above  10^.  ? — The  occupiers  of  self-contained  dAvelling-houses  above 
10?.  rental  supplied  in  August  1853  were  2,693. 

5720.  And  under  that  ? — Under  10?.  there  Avere  625. 

5721.  Making  in  the  Avhole  3,318  self-contained  houses  supplied  by  you  Avith  Avater? 
—Yes. 

5722.  With  reference  to  tenemented  property,  how  many  tenants  occupying  but  one 
room  each  did  you  supply  at  the  same  date  ? — 5,750. 

5723.  Tenants  of  tAvo  rooms  ? — 3,114. 

5724.  Of  three  rooms? — 367. 

5725.  And  of  four  rooms  ? — 62. 

5726.  Making  in  the  Avhole  9,293  tenants  of  tenemented  property  supplied  by  you  ? 
— Yes. 

5727.  Altogether  then,  what  Avith  occupiers  of  self-contained  houses  and  occupiers  of 
tenements  consisting  of  fi-om  one  to  four  rooms  each,  you  supply  12,611  diftereut  tenants 
or  families? — We  supply  12,611. 

5728.  Have  you  formed  any  estimate  as  to  hoAV  many  more  you  do  not,  but  might 
supply  ? — I think  5,000  more  ; that  includes  out  districts  to  wliicli  the  pipes  have  recently 
been  laid,  and  also  some  to  Avhich  the  pipes  are  not  laid  ; it  also  includes  the  population 
round  about  the  public  pants  Avho  have  access  to  the  company’s  Avater. 

5729.  That  Avould  give  a population  of  about  88,000,  reckoning  five  to  a family  ? — Yes; 
the  population  by  the  last  census  Avas  89,000. 

5730.  Then  Avithin  the  limits  of  the  Parliamentary  borough  in  August  1853,  there 
must  have  been  at  least  as  many  as  5,000  families  not  supplied  Avith  Avater  by  you  ? — 
Not  having  an  in-door  supply  of  water. 

5731.  By  3mu  ? — Yes. 

5732.  They  may  have  wells,  and  springs,  and  so  on? — And  they  may  be  supplied  Avith 
the  company’s  Avater  from  the  public  pants. 

5733.  Do  you  know  how  many  of  these  12,611  people  that  you  supply  are  supplied 
with  Avater  by  taps  inside  their  houses  ? — The  total  number  of  water  taps  in  Newcastle 
is  6,908. 

5734.  Inside  and  outside  ? — Yes.  Of  these  the  number  of  taps  supplying  manufactories, 
tanneries,  breweries,  public  houses,  offices,  shops,  churches,  chapels,  and  public  institutions, 
is  1,030.  The  number  of  taps  inside  the  premises  for  the  supply  of  self-contained  houses 
and  tenemented  property  is  5,694.  The  number  of  outside  taps  also  for  the  supply  of 
tenemented  property  is  184. 

5735.  How  many  tenants  or  families  are  supplied  by  the  184  outside  taps  ? — 2,169  are 
supplied  from  outside  taps. 
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5736.  Deducting  then  these  2,169  tenants  from  the  total  number  12,611,  and  these  181 
outside  taps  from  the  total  number  6,908,  you  have  10,-142  tenants  supplied  by  6,724 
inside  taps  ; a result  clearly  showing  that  many  of  these  6,724  taps,  although  inside  the 
houses  containing  the  tenements,  must  be  outside  tlie  tenements  themselves  occupied  by 
the  tenants  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

5737.  Can  you  form  an  estimate  among  the  5,000  families  whom  you  do  not  supply, 
how  many  are  supplied  by  wells  or  springs  ?— I have  no  idea. 

5738.  Have  you  any  idea  how  many  may  be  supplied  by  the  public  pants  ? — I can 
hardly  form  an  accurate  idea.  In  Sandgate,  which  is  one  of  the  places  chiefly  supplied 
from  public  pants,  I think  we  supply  nearly  1 ,000  people. 

5739.  How  many  do  you  think  obtain  their  supply  from  the  public  pants  there  ? — 
There  must  be  4,000  people  in  Sandgate  and  the  neighbourhood  supplied  from  the  public 
pants. 

5740.  We  have  had  evidence  to  show  that  the  whole  population  of  Sandgate  is  only 
about  4,700.  How  many  taps  are  there  in  the  whole  district  of  Sandgate,  between  the 
New  Road  and  the  quay? — There  are  a good  many.  The  coi’poration  property  is  very 
well  supplied  with  taps. 

5741.  How  many  are  there  ? — The  corporation  have  six  or  seven. 

5742.  And  in  the  otlier  property? — There  are  about  fifty  stand  pipes  altogether. 

5743.  Then  would  you  think  it  a fair  computation  that  700  people  out  of  the  4,700 
are  supplied  by  these  fifty  stand  pipes,  and  that  the  remaining  4,000  have  no  resource 
but  the  public  pants  ? — More  than  700.  I was  taking  the  p)opulation  of  Sandgate  at 
about  5,000.  I was  rather  over  the  mark,  perhaps.  I think  we  supply  between  900 
and  1,000  people  in  Sandgate. 

5744.  Supposing  we  were  to  say  that  one-fifth  of  the  population  in  Sandgate  were 
supplied  by  stand  pipes,  in  their  own  houses  or  courts,  and  that  four-fifths  had  to  derive 
their  supplies  from  the  ymblic  pants  at  either  end,  would  that,  in  your  judgment,  be  a 
correct  statement  ?— I think  it  would. 

5745.  I think  you  said  that  there  were  four  public  pants  in  Newcastle  supplied  by 
you  ? — Supplied  by  the  company. 

5746.  And  1,166  water-closets  ? — Yes. 

5747.  Can  you  estimate  in  how  many  houses  those  1,166  water-closets  are  to  be  found  ? 
— I think  that  the  number  of  houses  will  very  nearly  correspond  with  the  number  of 
water-closets. 

5748.  Are  there  not  many  instances  of  two  water-closets  in  a house  in  this  borough? 
— There  may  be,  but  we  have  only  counted  one ; we  only  chai’ge  for  one  Avater-closet. 

5749.  Then  we  may  take  the  1,166  as  representing  at  least  1,100  houses? — Yes. 

5750.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  believe  that  there  are  many  Avater-closets  in  the  toAvn 
supplied  by  rain  water,  or  from  other  sources  than  your  pijACS  ? — Yes  ; there  are  still  a 
good  many  houses  supplied  from  cisterns  on  the  top  of  the  houses  by  rain  Avater,  even 
very  good  houses.  There  are  houses,  I knoAvq  in  Eldon  Square  supplied  in  that  AAmy. 

5751.  Can  you  form  any  estimate  of  the  number  of  such  houses? — No,  1 cfinnot. 

5752.  Do  you  think  there  are  300  houses  so  supplied  in  the  toAvn  ? — I think  that 
would  be  the  outside. 

5753.  (Chairman.)  If  Ave  were  to  say  that  there  were  altogether  1,500  houses  in  this 
borough  having  AA^ater  supplied  to  Avater -closets,  tliat  would  be  an  outside  statement  ? — 
As  far  as  I can  tell, 

5754.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Are  5mu  able  to  inform  us  Avhether  it  is  a frequent  arrangement 
in  the  houses  which  have  Avater-closets  for  there  likewise  to  be  a priA^y  unsup] )lieil  Avith 
Arater  ? — I believe  it  is  so  in  some  cases,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  house  use  the  AA'ater- 
closet  and  the  servants  use  the  privy. 

5755.  Can  you  tell  us  in  how  many  of  your  1,166  cases  there  are  a plurality  of  water- 
closets  in  the  house  ? — There  are  houses  in  Grainger  Street  and  in  Grey  Street  Avhere 
there  may  be  two  water-closets  or  more. 

5756.  Have  you  notes  upon  that  subject,  so  as  to  be  able  to  speak  of  it  accurately? — 
I am  afraid  I could  not.  I only  go  by  the  entry  in  the  book,  Avliere  Ave  charge  for  a 
Avater-closet ; we  make  it  a rule  not  to  charge  for  more  than  one  Avater-closet  in  a 
house. 

5757.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  In  the  table  Avhich  you  haAm  given  of  the  number  of  taps 
inside  the  premises  ; Avhat  do  you  mean  by  premises  ? — I mean  inside  the  yard.  The 
outside  taps  are  only  tho.se  which  are  exposed  in  the  open  court  yard,  where  there  is  no 
door,  or  in  the  open  street. 

5758.  Of  the  number,  of  Avhich  you  speak  as  inside  the  premises,  is  there  a large  or  a 
small  proportion  Avhich  are  actually  inside  the  houses? — Tliere  is  a Amry  small 
proportion  of  them  only  inside  tlie  houses  ; most  of  them  are  in  the  yar<ls,  I Avould 
mention  that  in  Grainger  >Street,  Grey  Street,  Market  Street,  Nuiis  Street,  Nelson  Street, 
Clayton  Street  West,  Hood  Street,  Shakspeare  Street,  and  .Leazes  Terrace,  Avater-closets 
prevail. 

5759.  (Mr.  Simon.)  They  prevail  as  lielonging  to  the  entire  establishment? — Yes. 

5760.  If  there  are  two  ]>rivies  in  the  house  tliey  are  both  supplied  Avitli  Avater  ? — Yes. 

5761.  You  have  looked  into  tlie  question  of  the  cholera  mortality,  have  you  not? — 
Yefi 
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5762.  Have  those  streets,  which  you  have  just  mentioned,  held  a good  or  a bad 
place  in  the  cholera  list  ? — I think  they  have  held  a good  place. 

5763.  Do  you  recollect  any  one  of  those  streets,  which  has  suffered  considerably  from 
cholera  ? — I do  not. 

5764.  {Chairman.)  Now  with  reference  to  the  ordinary  character  and  quality  of  your 
Whittle  Dean  water ; we  have  had  some  analyses,  more  or  less  satisfactory,  of  the  water 
taken  from  the  Tyne,  but  as  yet  we  have  had  none  of  the  ordinary  Whittle  Dean  water. 
Have  you  any  such  to  ofier  us  ?— I will  put  in  this  analysis  by  Mr.  Herapath. 

5765.  Mr.  Herapath’s  is  dated  the  28th  of  November  1853  ? — Yes. 

Bristol,  November  28th,  1853. 

D.  D.  Main,  Esq.,  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company’s  Office,  Newcastle. 

Sir, — Before  I give  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  your  sample  of  water,  I must  state 
that  no  chemist  can  filter  a small  quantity  of  water  in  the  same  way  as  you  do  a large  one, 
thi-ough  sand  and  gravel.  Our  filters  are  white  bibulous  paper,  and  will  perform  the  same 
as  yours  do,  after  a long  current  of  water  has  passed  through  them. 

I finl  the  hardness  of  your  water  is  15T  degrees  of  Clarke’s  scale. 

In  an  imperial  gallon  there  are,  in  grains  and  decimal  parts,  as  below ; the  first  column 
being  before,  the  second  after  filtration  ; — 


Before 

Filtering. 

After 

Filtering. 

Sulphate  of  magnesia  - 

1-503 

1-503 

Common  salt 

•953 

•953 

Organic  matters  (“  extractive”)  - 

•611 

•611 

Ammoniacal  salts 

•on 

•Oil 

Nitrates  - - . ~ 

traces 

traces 

Sulphate  of  lime 

1-801 

1-790 

Carbonate  of  lime 

12-320 

12-308 

Oxide  of  iron  and  alumina 

•246 

•220 

Organic  matters  bituminous 

•820 

•807 

Silica,  &c.  - - - 

•586 

•505 

Total  grains 

18-851 

18-718 

The  sediment  remaining  on  the  filter  is  nearly  l-8th  of  a grain,  and  composed  of — 

Grains. 


Sulphate  of  lime  - - - - -OH 

Carbonate  of  lime  - - - -012 

Oxide  of  iron  and  alumina  - - . -026 

Bituminous  matters  - - - - -01 3 

Silica,  &c.  . . . _ -071 


0-133 

I do  not  know  what  objects  you  have  in  view  in  requiring  an  analysis  of  this  water,  but 
as  it  is  for  a supply  of  a town,  presume  you  wish  to  know  whether  it  has  been  contami- 
nated or  not  by  animal  emanations.  I therefore  direct  your  attention  to  the  absence  of 
nitrates,  and  the  very  small  quantity  of  ammoniacal  salts,  (about  the  90th  part  of  a grain 
in  a gallon,)  shoAving  that  animal  matters  have  not  made  their  way  into  it.  The  6-lOths 
grain  of  extractive  would  lead  us  to  imagine  its  source  to  be  vegetable  ; and  the  small 
trace  of  bitumen,  l-80th  of  a grain,  would  lead  me  to  suppose  its  origin  was  in  the  coal 
measures.  I am.  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

William  Hekapath. 

(Mr.  Nicholson.)  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  you  should  know  that  although  that 
analysis,  I dare  say,  is  quite  correct,  yet  it  was  taken  at  a time  when  it  will  exhibit  a 
greater  liardness  in  the  Avater  than  the  average  quality  ; because  it  was  taken  when  Our 
supply  was  chiefly  from  the  springs. 

5766.  Chiefly  from  sjiring  water,  Avith  not  much  rain  water  mixed  with  that? — 
Scarcely  any  rain. 

5767.  {To  Mr.  Main.)  Is  there  anything  else  upon  which  you  would  wish  to  observe? 
— I Avould  merely  say  that  the  Whittle  Dean  company,  when  they  were  first  established, 
adopted  the  system  of  constant  supply,  which  formerly  had  not  been  in  existence  here  ; 
that  great  advantage  has  been  experienced  by  the  elevation  at  which  the  water  is 
supplied  in  tlie  town,  in  the  extinguisliing  of  fires.  In  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the 
WJiittle  Dean  company,  they  are  required  to  allow  persons  to  take  water  to  extinguish 
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fires,  but  if  the  company  were  merely  to  comply  with  the  letter  of  their  Act,  many  fires 

would  not  be  extinguished  until  great  damage  liad  been  done.  The  rule,  however,  is,  3£ai>u 

that  as  soon  as  a fire  takes  place,  a notice  is  sent  to  the  company’s  men  ; they  go  and  ''  \ ^ 

draw  a plug,  attach  a stand  pipe,  and  allow  the  water  to  play  upon  the  flames  without  25th  Jan.  1854. 
any  intervention  of  the  fire  engine.  

5768.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  height  does  it  play? — (ilfr.  Nicholson.)  I can  state  that 
we  have  thrown  water  to  the  top  of  the  Grey  monument ; that  will  give  you  some  notion 

{Mr.  Main.)  I should  also  say  on  this  point,  as  to  the  extinguishing  of  fires,  that  the 
old  system  of  putting  out  fires  by  the  fire  engine  is  very  much  superseded,  on  account  of 
the  great  pressure  at  which  we  are  able  to  obtain  the  water.  The  company,  as  soon  as 
they  know  of  a fire,  send  the  men  to  concentrate  the  water  round  about  the  fire,  by 
shutting  off  the  supply  to  the  other  parts  ; and  the  turncock’s  services  are  rendered 
gratuitously.  I may  add  that  the  number  of  people  who  had  a supply  from  the  water 
works  on  the  1st  of  August  1845  was  7875.  On  the  1st  of  August  185.S,  the  population 
supplied  was  63,055. 

5769.  {Chairman.)  And  the  consumption  nearly  four-fold  what  it  had  been  eight  years 
before  ? — Yes  ; I think  these  are  all  the  points  with  reference  to  the  system  and  the 
quality  of  the  water  that  I would  wish  to  bring  before  the  Commission,  unless  the 
Commissioners  think  that  there  is  any  truth  in  the  statements  which  have  been  naade 
by  certain  of  the  doctors  in  the  town,  that  the  water  has  poisoned  the  inhabitants. 

5770.  We  have  not  had  evidence  exactly  to  that  effect,  but  a great  many  gentlemen 
have  stated  that  it  was  very  bad  to  look  at,  and  several  have  certainly  stated  that  it  was 
unfit  for  drinking ; others  that  it  smelt  badly,  and  others  that  it  tasted  badly,  while  a 
few  have  said  that  they  thought  they  could  directly  trace  to  a certain  extent  that  bad 
effects  had  resulted  from  the  use  of  it.  I think  some  have  said  that  it  had  made  them 
sick,  or  given  them  or  others  diarrhoea  to  their  own  knowledge  and  belief,  and  so  on  ? — 

If  the  Commissioners  attach  any  importance  to  those  statements,  I would  wish  to  go 
into  the  question  ; not  otherwise. 

5771.  I do  not  see  how  you  can  prove  a negative,  but  we  are  willing  to  listen.  We 
cannot  of  course  but  be  impressed,  to  a certain  extent,  by  the  fact  that  gentlemen  on 
their  oaths  have  declared  that  the  water  stank  at  times,  and  so  on  ? — -T  think  that  the 
evidence  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  town,  with  the  exception  of  those  gentlemen  who 
are  called  the  memorialists,  is  perfectly  fair  and  unobjectionable.  They  have  stated 
that  the  water  was  txirbid  and  discoloured ; it  is  only  in  reference  to  the  statements  of 
those  other  gentlemen  that  I would  wish  to  make  any  observations. 

{Mr.  Nicholson.)  There  has  been  mention  made  by  one  or  two  as  to  the  state  of  tlie 
atmo.sphere  at  that  time.  With  submission  I should  say  that  I think  scarcely  enough 
has  been  said  upon  that  point.  There  is  no  one  certainly  who  was  in  Newcastle  at  the 
time  but  must  remember  the  state  of  that  atmosphere,  and  the  myriads  of  what 
are  commonly  called  cholera  flies.  There  was  not  the  slightest  breath  of  wind  ; there 
was  a perfect  stagnation  for  days  together  of  the  atmosphere,  and  tlie  wliole  district 
appeared  to  be  in  an  unwholesome  state,  exceeding  anything  tliat  I remember  to  have 
witnessed  previously. 

5772.  {To  Mr.  Main.)  We  have  had  direct  evidence  from  several  gentlemen  that  they 
themselves  never  knew  the  water  tf>  stink  ; I hardly  see  wliat  more  you  can  expect  to 
prove  in  that  respect  ? — -The  statements  in  the  newspapers  were  what  I more  particularly 
alluded  to.  For  instance,  there  is  the  following  statement: — “The  Whittle  Dean 
“ reservoirs  have  l>een  nearly  empty  during  the  greater  part  of  the  summer,  and  the 
“inhabitants  of  Newcastle  have  been  poisoned  with  the  water  of  the  Tyne,  the  receptacle 
“of  the  sewers  of  the  town,  and  of  every  kind  of  deleterious  refuse  and  liquid  from  the 
“ chemical  and  other  manufactories  which  cover  the  banks  of  the  Tyne,  and  which,  even 
“ though  drawn  out  at  low  water,  is  not  only  disagreeable  to  the  taste,  but,  on  the 
“evidence  of  Mr.  Grainger  on  Wedne.sday  night,  ‘unfit  for  domestic  use,  and  must  be 
“ ‘ injui’ious,  and  a predisposing  and  aggravating  cause  of  the  epidemic.’  Those  few 
“localities  where  spring  water  has  been  available  have  escaped,  while  the  inhabitants 
“ of  others  who  had  nothing  but  Whittle  Dean  water  have  fallen  like  sheep  in  the 
“ immediate  vicinity.” 

{Mr.  Simon.)  We  know  that  the  cholera  statistics  do  not  bear  out  that  last  statement  ? 

— Certainly  they  do  not. 

5773.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  know  of  any  circumstances  which  should  render  it  possible 
that  the  water  should  be  worse  in  one  part  of  the  town  than  in  another  ? — I do  not. 

{Mr.  Nicholson)  Nor  do  I. 

5774.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Main.)  There  has  been  very  strong  evidence  given  before 
us  as  to  the  fact  of  the  water  having  on  certain  occasions  had  an  unpleasant  smeU  and 
an  unpleasant  taste,  such  as  it  might  probably  have  derived  from  putrid  matters.  You 
have  explained  some  such  cases  by  alluding  to  the  state  of  the  cisterns  ; but  there  have 
been  some  cases  before  us  to  which  that  explanation  would  certainly  not  seem  to  apply  ? 

—I  can  only  attribute  it  to  the  filthy  cisterns. 

5775.  {Chairman.)  Mr.  Nicholson  has  stated  that  he,  if  not  daily  at  all  events 
habitually,  drew  it  from  the  stand  pipe  or  from  the  tap  at  the  company’s  office,  and  at 
his  own  office,  and  that  he  never  knew  it  to  stink,  nor  ever  tasted  anything  objectionable 
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in  it,  a.inl  3^011  do  tlic  same? — We  used  it  in  my  own  house  all  tlie  time  ; Ave  liad  no 
other  Avater  ; it  never  stank,  and  Ave  had  no  cases  of  cholera  or  diarrhoea. 

(il/r.  Simon.)  Other  gentlemen  again  have  stated  that,  particularly  in  a lai-ge  volume, 
as  for  instance  in  a hath,  it  stank  decidedly. 

5776.  {Chairman.)  It  seemed  to  me  that  in  those  cases  the  discrepancy  betAveen  the 
testimonies  might  be  owing  to  local  causes  affecting  the  supply  of  the  Avater  in  different 
localities  ? — (d/r.  Nicholson.)  The  Avater  throughout  the  entire  town  is  in  communication. 

5777.  {Mr.  Simon.)  There  would  be  no  local  differences  ? — No. 

5778.  {Chairman.)  Except  what  Mr.  Main  has  alluded  to,  cisterns  ? — Quite  so. 
Although  Ave  liaAm  valves  to  enable  us  to  shut  off  the  water  when  we  require  it,  still 
those  A’alves  are  open  and  the  water  is  alwa3"s  in  communication  everyAvhere. 

577!).  {Mr  Simon.)  I think  it  Avould  be  satisfactory  to  you  and  also  to  us,  if  you 
Avould  put  in  the  evidence  of  your  steam  engine  man  as  to  the  times  during  which  he 
Avorked  the  pum]i. 

(Mr.  Main.)  Yes,  Ave  can  do  that. 

{Mr.  Nicholson.)  I can  put  in  his  book  if  3’ on  like.  One  of  the  pumpers  is  dead  ; the 
head  man  unfortunatel}"  died. 

5780.  {Chairmani)  We  Avant,  so  to  say,  the  under- man  ; the  man  who  is  cognizant 
of  the  exact  minutes  of  beginning  to  pump,  and  ceasing  to  pumj),  and  so  on  ? — The 
engine  man,  Avho  Avas  really  the  iiian,  is  dead  ; he  died  about  a month  ago,  1 think  ; but 
there  is  another  man  Avho  I believe  Avill  be  aide  to  gi\m  3mu  information.  Miller. 

5781.  {Mr.  Simon.)  It  is  of  course  a very  important  matter  whether  upon  any 
occasion  pumping  Avas  continued  after  the  turn  of  the  tide  ? — {Mr.  Main.)  We  shall  be 
able  to  show  ^mu  sati.sfactorily  that  it  never  Avas. 

5782.  {ChaArman.)  You  will  produce  such  evidence  as  may  well  be  obtainable  upon 
that  subject  to  morroAv  ? — Yes. 

5783.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  filth  passing  into  the  stream  at  any 
short  distance  .above  the  point  at  which  you  dreAv  ? — No. 

{Mr.  Nicholson.)  I should  state  also,  which  is  rather  an  important  feature,  that  the 
basin  of  the  Tyne  itself  comprises  an  extent  of  1,100  square  miles. 

5784.  {Chairman.)  The  Avater  borne  by  the  T3Uie  is  a volume  derivable  from  a 
drain.age  area  of  1,100  squ.ai’e  miles  ? — Yes. 

5785.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  About  700,000  acres? — Yes. 

5786.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Main.)  Then  3mu  have  nothing  further  to  offer  ? — Nothing 
further  excepting  the  facts  Avhich  I have  gone  into  as  to  the  mortalit}^ ; showing  that 
the  Avater  did  not  influence  the  mortality. 

5787.  We  shall  be  happy  to  hear  the  short  result  of  your  inquiries,  especially  if  you 
Avill  go  into  it  further  in  detail,  and  ascertain  more  carefully,  through  the  registriirs,  the 
Avhole  mortality  iu  Grainger  Street,  Nuns’  Street,  Market  Street,  West  Clayton  Street, 
and  so  on  ? — I have  specially  excluded  those  streets  from  any  analysis,  because  I 
tliought  you  might  consider  them  jdeked  streets. 

5788.  So  they  Avere,  no  doubt,  but  still  they  had  the  cholera  and  Whittle  Dean  water 
there  ? — They  Avere  all  supplied  with  Whittle  Dean  Avater,  and  I believe  disease  was 
exceedingly  light  in  those  streets. 

578!).  Gan  3’ou  undertake  in  concert  Avith  the  local  registrar  to  ascertain  those  facts  ? — 
I Avill  endeavour  to  do  so  ; if  he  is  Avilling  to  furnish  me  Avith  the  information  I will  go 
into  it. 

57!)0.  {Mr.  Simon.)  AYoidd  \mur  books  at  the  same  time  enable  you  to  inform  us  as  to 
the  number  of  Avater-closets  ? — I Avill  endeavour  to  ascertain  that. 

5761.  {Chairman.)  It  AAmuld  have  a very  import.ant  bearing,  of  course,  if  you  could 
shoAV  Avhat  3'ou  hint  at,  namely,  that  Whittle  Dean  water  and  water-closet  supply  were 
generalK'  co-existent  with  a very  light  mortality  ? — I thiidc  I shall  be  able  to  show  that. 

5762.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  I have  just  been  glancing  over  my  notes,  .and  I find  that 
Dr.  lleadhun.  Dr.  Humble,  Mr.  Gibb,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Sang,  Sir  John  Fife  even, 
Mr.  Pta3’ne,  and  many  other  gentlemen  all  agree  that  the  water  Avas  bad,  bad  in 
different  Avays  ; and  some  say  there  Avas  a bad  smell  positivel}’.  I take  it  that  during  the 
time  of  the  cholera,  at  its  outbreak  at  all  events,  about  tAvo-thirds  of  the  water  would  be 
obtained  from  AVhittlc  Dean  and  one-third  from  the  T^me  ? — Yes. 

57!)3.  I dare  s.ay  that  during  the  period  when  the  water  was  so  low,  you  have  been 
frequently  at  Whittle  Dean? — I Avas  just  once  there. 

5764.  Was  there  during  that  period  much  vegebation  about  the  reservoirs  ? — None  at 
all  ; the  men  there  are  const.antly  employed  in  keeping  it  clean  ; there  are  two  men. 

5765.  If  two  men  are  constantly  emplo3’ed  in  keeping  it  clean,  they  must  have 
Bomething  to  do  probably  ? — Yery  little  ; the}^  never  alloAv  the  vegetation  to  increase. 

(Mr.  Nicholson.)  There  is  no  vegetation  whatever  below  the  penning  of  any  of  the 
reservoirs  ; but  the  vegetation  which  they  kee})  clean  is  on  the  penning  ; it  comes  up 
through  the  penning. 

5766.  AYhen  the  reservoirs  are  full,  at  the  margin  of  the  reservoirs  some  amount  of 
vegetation  Avill  t.ake  ] Jace  ? — {Mr.  Main)  Yes. 

{Mr.  N icholson.)  Not  from  the  bottom  of  the  reservoirs. 

5767.  But  round  the  margin  of  each  reservoir  I apprehend  vegetation  Avill  take  place  ? 
— Above  the  jrenning  and  upon  the  penning. 
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5798.  Ajs  the  vegetation  decays  there  will  probably  be  some  amount  of  animalculfe  in 
existence  there  ? — It  is  carefully  taken  off ; the  grass  growing  is  carefully  cut  clown, 
the  weeds  are  pulled  up  and  they  are  taken  off. 

5799.  From  your  observation,  can  you  or  not  give  a positive  opinion  as  to  the  character 
of  the  water  in  the  reservoirs  when  it  gets  very  low  ?— I have  no  doubt  it  is  equally  pure 
save  at  the  time  I have  mentioned,  when  it  is  made  muddy  by  agitation  of  the  wind,  as  I 
have  described  ; but  certainly  no  vegetation  can  effect  it. 

5800.  Is  there  anything  like  stagnation  in  the  reservoirs,  are  they  ever  when  so  low 
in  such  a condition  that  the  wind  cannot  get  at  them  so  as  to  agitate  the  water  ? — The 
very  fact  that  the  wind  does  blow  over  them  causes  a disturbance  of  the  water. 

5801.  But  when  the  wind  is  not  blowing,  would  the  water  be  so  unruffled  as  to  become 
in  a measure  stagnant  ? — Certainly  not  that  part  from  which  we  draw  the  water.  It  is 
possible  that  some  portions  high  up,  when  it  is  low,  might  be  to  some  extent  stagnant,  but 
not  where  we  take  it  from. 

5802.  Having  seen  the  reservoirs,  I know  that  there  is  no  timber  upon  them  i — No 
timber,  and  no  leaves  can  get  into  the  water. 

5803.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  positive  assurance  of  everybody  that  the  water 
was  not  good,  and  for  the  equally  positive  assurance  of  many  that  the  water  was 
unpleasant  to  the  smell  ?— I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  comparing  it  with  the 
water  both  before  and  since,  it  was  not  good  ; but  that  it  stank  I most  certainly  cannot 
admit. 

5801.  (Chairman.)  So  far  as  your  knowledge  goes? — So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I 
admit  that  the  water  might  be  drawn  from  the  taps  in  various  places,  which  might  stink 
under  certain  circumstances  ; but  not  when  taken  direct  from  us. 

5805.  (i1/r.  Bateman.)  You  have  no  filters  at  Whittle  Dean? — No. 

5806.  Have  you  any  strainer  of  fine  quality  ? — Yes,  a very  fine  wire  gauze. 

5807.  How  many  strands  to  the  inch  ?— I think  forty-five. 

5808.  Copper  wire  ? — Copper  wire. 

5809.  A very  large  surface  ? — Yes. 

5810.  Through  which  the  water  passes  before  passing  into  the  pipes  ? — Yes. 

5811.  Sufficiently  effectual  to  prevent  any  vegetation  being  carried  into  the  pipes? — 
Yes,  certainly. 

5812.  Are  you  aware  whether  a plant  called  chara  vulgaris,  or  chara  flexilis  grows 
upon  the  margin  of  the  water  at  all,  where  it  is  received  into  the  reservoirs  ? — I do  not 
know  the  plant  which  you  speak  of,  but  tliere  is  surprisingly  little  vegetation  around  it ; 
and  in  fact  none,  with  tlie  exception  of  that  which  comes  from  the  openings  of  the 
penning. 

5813.  You  may  possibly  havelieard  of  a case  at  Dundee,  where  the  water  had  a strong 
ffshy  flavour  when  drawn  from  the  pipes,  the  reason  of  which  was  endeavoured  to  be 
dLscovered,  and  it  was  attributed  to  the  plant  I have  named  ? — I have  not  heard  of  it. 

581 4!.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Main)  I think  I now  understand  the  bearing  of  the  table 
you  recently  handed  in,  and  will  put  one  or  two  questions  to  you.  In  the  year  1839  I 
find  there  was  a mortality  of  30'7  per  miUe  ; did  Newcastle,  in  that  year,  obtain  its  supply 
of  water  from  the  Tyne  ? — Yes. 

5815.  In  1811  there  Avas  a mortality  of  29‘2  per  miUc ; and  Newcastle  got  its  water 
from  the  Tyne  also? — Yes. 

5816.  In  1816  the  mortality  was  36-2  per  mille ; and  it  then  also  got  its  Avater  from 
the  Tyne  ? — Yes. 

5817.  In  1817  the  mortality  was  32'8  per  mille  ; and  then  also  it  got  its  water  from 
the  Tyne  ? — Yes. 

5818.  In  1819,  when  Newcastle  did  not  get  its  water  from  the  Tyne,  the  mortalit}’’  was 
still  as  high  as  29 T ])er  mille? — Yes. 

5819.  In  1850  again  Avhen  it  did  get,  for  some  time,  its  water  from  the  Tyne,  there 
was  a mortality  of  23'8  per  mille  only  ? — Which  was  below  the  average  considerably,  and 
that  Avas  a year  in  which  we  used  the  river  water  for  three  months  in  a larger  proportion 
than  we  used  it  this  last  year. 

5820.  In  1852  again  the  mortality  was  29'7  per  mille ; did  you_  then  get  any  water 
from  the  Tyne  ? — Not  any. 

5821.  In  1853  it  vms  43'3,  and  you  then,  for  ten  weeks,  got  water  fi-om  the  Tyne  ? — 
Yes. 

5822.  Therefore,  Avhat  I understand  you  to  Avish  to  say  is  that  the  rates  of  mortality 
have  not  been  strictly  proportionate  to  the  use  or  disuse  of  Tyne  Avater  ? — That  is  the 
point  which  I wisli  to  mention. 

5823.  You  draw  our  attention  to  that  fact,  that  there  is  no  exact  ratio  betAveen  the  use 
of  Tyne  Avater  and  the  increase  of  the  rates  of  mortality  ? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Nicholson.)  I also  Avish  to  draAV  your  attention  to  another  fact  Avith  refer- 
ence to  North  Shields,  Avhich  is  this  : that,  whereas,  dtuing  the  previous  epidemic  there 
Avas  a great  mortality,  betAveen  that  time  and  the  present  they  have  not,  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent,  altered  the  Avater  supply,  and  yet,  during  the  present  time,  they  have  almost 
entirely  escaped.  I have  no  doubt  that  if  you  inquired  thoroughly  into  the  water 
supplied  to  North  Shields,  you  would  find  its  quality  at  all  times  very  bad,  and  worse 
than  at  the  very  worst  times  when  we  took  the  water  fr'Om  the  river.  And  with  refer- 
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ence  to  tlie  colour  of  the  water  from  the  Tyne,  I was  going  to  make  this  other  observation, 
that  Darlington,  Stockton,  and  Middlesborough  are  supplied  with  water  pumped  from  the 
Tees  ; and  that  the  water  in  the  Tees  is  certainly  coloured  more  highly  than  the  water  in 
the  Tyne  was  coloured.  I have  seen  at  Darlington  particularly  water  exceedingly  highly 
coloured,  almost  like  sherry,  more  so  certainly  than  ever  it  appeared  in  Newcastle  ; and 
that,  with  the  exception  of  wells,  is  the  usual  supply  to  those  towns. 

(Mr.  Main)  The  next  point  to  which  I would  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners  is,  that  many  people  were  alarmed  by  the  statements  which  appeared 
in  the  newspapers,  respecting  the  quality  of  the  company’s  water,  and  that  they  then 
took  to  drinking  spring  water.  I understand  that  the  spring  water  in  the  town  has 
been  analysed  by  Dr.  Richardson,  and,  if  it  is  possible,  I should  like  that  the  analyses  of 
the  water  of  those  different  springs  should  be  placed  against  those  of  the  Whittle  Dean 
water. 

5824.  (Chairman)  Certainly.  Have  you  those  analyses  here  ? — I have  not  got 
them  ; I have  not  indeed  seen  them,  but  Dr.  Richardson  has  them.  I understand  they 
are  very  unfavourable. 

5825.  Will  he  be  able  to  produce  them  ? — (Mr.  Nicholson)  He  was  in  the  room  the 
other  day,  waiting  to  give  his  evidence,  I know.  We  have  no  connection  with 
Dr.  Richardson ; he  is  quite  an  independent  chemist.  I only  happened  to  see  him  in 
the  room. 

5826.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  You  mean  us  to  infer  that  had  they  continued  drinking  your 
water  they  might  have  been  better  off  than  they  were  after  taking  the  spring  waber  ? — 
I do  not  know.  I think  myself  that  the  water  had  no  influence  one  way  or  the  other. 

5827.  (Chairman)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — I was  told  that  several  of  the  wells,  at 
the  particular  time  when  tlie  cholera  was  raging  in  the  town,  were  very  impure,  which  at 
other  times  were  remarkably  good.  There  is  a well  in  the  Shades  which  is  remarkable  for 
the  coolness  of  its  water,  and  its  bright  sparkhng  appearance.  I was  informed  at  the 
time,  that  in  September  the  water  of  that  well  smelt  like  rotten  eggs.  I think  the 
atmosphere  at  that  time  was  in  a very  peculiar  state.  I know  that  along  the  Jesmond 
Road  there  was  a field  of  turnips  which  smelt  so  very  offensively  that  the  inhabitants 
believed  there  had  been  something  improper  placed  there. 

5828.  You  are  aware  of  the  habitual  stinking  of  turnip  fields  from  mildew  disease  ? 
—Yes. 

(Mr.  Nicholson)  It  was  not  the  smell  from  a turnip  field  in  the  usual  state,  but  a 
stench.  I passed  it  every  morning  and  night.  This  was  stinking,  I am  afraid,  from  the 
turnips  being  rotten  themselves.  Not  only  did  it  smell  badly,  but  the  parties  com- 
plained. Thei-e  was  such  a smell  fi-om  that  turnip  field  as  I never  smelt  from  a turnip 
field  before,  and  I have  been  accustomed  to  be  within  turnip  fields  for  the  whole  of  my  life. 

5829.  (Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Main)  On  the  occasion  when  you  went  to  the  reservoir,  was 
its  store  of  water  at  its  lowest  ? — No. 

5830.  We  .should  be  very  glad  if  we  could  get  evidence  upon  the  point  whether,  when 
it  got  to  its  low  level,  there  was  any  smell  ? — I can  bring  the  superintendent  down. 

5831.  It  has  been  so  very  positively  stated  that  the  water  under  circumstances,  not  as 
far  as  we  can  judge  suspicious  at  first  sight,  had  an  unpleasant  smell, 'that  we  shoifid  be 
very  glad  to  get  all  the  evidence  we  can  on  that  subject  ? — We  shall  be  able  to  give  you 
distinct  evidence  on  that  as  well  as  on  the  other  point.  There  are  some  other  facts  which 
I should  like  to  bring  before  the  Commissioners. 

5832.  (Chairman)  In  this  paper  ? — Yes. 

5833.  Just  mention  them  ? — Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  personal  inquiry  which 
Dr.  Lewis  and  myself  made  through  the  town  for  three  or  four  days.  Dr.  Waller  Lewis, 
who  was  sent  down  especially  by  the  Board  of  Health  to  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
water,  states  that  “ after  careful  inquiry  for  three  or  four  consecutive  days,  there  coifld 
“ not  be  found,  with  the  exception  of  a single  individual,  any  who  had  continued  to  drink 
“ the  company’s  water  during  the  whole  of  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September." 
The  individual  who  thus  continued  to  drink  the  Whittle  Dean  water  during  these  three 
months  was  Mr.  Burdon,  of  Westgate  Street,  a county  magistrate.  He  lives  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  vicar’s  pump,  the  water  of  which  is  reckoned  the  best  in  the  town, 
and  his  statement  to  us  upon  that  subject  was,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  give  up 
drinking  the  water  of  the  vicar’s  pump  ; that  he  had  found  it  occasionally  nauseous  both 
in  smell  and  taste  ; that  it  stank  in  twelve  hours ; that  it  had  frequently  brought  on  an 
attack  of  diarrhoea  ; he  believed  that  it  drained  St.  John’s  clmrchyard ; that  he  had 
continued  to  drink  the  company’s  water  without  suffering  any  inconvenience. 

5834.  I understand  the  gentleman  whom  you  have  named  to  have  said  that  the  water 
of  the  vicar’s  pump,  usually  bright  and  agreeable,  became  during  this  epidemic  offensive, 
so  that  he  was  obliged  to  discontinue  the  use  of  it  ? — Yes. 

5835.  And  that  he  preferred  the  Whittle  Dean  company’s  water  to  the  vicar’s  pump 
water  at  that  time  during  the  epidemic  ? — He  stated  that  the  vicar’s  pump  water  had 
made  him  Ul,  and  that  he  had  been  perfectly  well  while  he  had  drank  the  Whittle  Dean 
water. 

5836.  Was  that  statement  made  by  Mr.  Burdon  to  you,  or  in  your  hearing  ?— It  was 
nuade  both  to  Dr.  Itowia  and  to  myself 
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5837.  Any  further  evidence  on  that  point,  namely,  as  to  the  effect  produced  upon  the 
springs,  which  might  possibly  be  attributable  to  this  strange  state  of  the  atmosphere,  or 
anything  else,  we  are  perfectly  ready  to  receive  ? — I would  mention  the  case  of 
Mr.  Winship,  who  gave  in  evidence  that  the  water  company’s  water  stank,  that  he  sent 
to  the  Blackett’s  Pant,  and  it  also  smelt.  The  Blackett’s  Pant  is  reckoned  very  good 
water. 

5838.  Is  it  supplied  by  you  ?— No. 

5839.  Is  Blackett’s  Pant  supplied  from  a spring  ? — It  is  supplied  from  the  Leazes,  from 
a colliery  working.  The  spring  is  on  the  Leazes,  in  conjunction  with  a colliery  working. 
I would  mention  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan,  a Presbyterian  minister,  who  lives  in 
Lovaine  Crescent.  He  continued  to  drink  the  water  all  the  time.  He  was  in  the  town 
all  the  time  of  the  cholera,  and  neither  he  nor  his  family  had  any  attack.  His  next  door 
neighbour  was  alarmed  at  the  accounts  in  the  newspapers  and  drank  Seltzer  water,  and 
he  had  a severe  attack  of  cholera.  I may  further  mention  the  case  of  Mr.  Harford,  in 
Regent  Terrace.  That  gentleman  shut  off  the  water  for  a fortnight,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  (he  had  been  using  the  well  water  in  his  house)  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  wife  and  daughter  of  cholera.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  occupy  the  Commissioners 
further. 

684:0.  The  impression  which  we  have  derived  as  to  the  quality  of  the  well  water  here 
is  not  favourable.  We  shall  be  glad  to  take  in  detail  Dr.  Richardson’s  evidence  ? — There 
is  just  one  other  point  which  I would  bring  before  the  Commissioners  ; that  is,  with 
reference  to  a statement  made  by  Dr.  Gavin,  I did  not  hear  all  his  evidence,  but  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  the  supply  of  water  for  sanitary  purposes  was  deficient.  ; 

5841.  You  would  hardly  dispute  that,  would  you? — Yes,  decidedly. 

5842.  As  you  were  drawing  water  from  the  Tyne  for  the  domestic  purposes  of  the 
inhabitants,  there  was  none  to  spare  for  washing  the  streets,  surely  ? — We  used  an 
immense  quantity.  There  was  no  water  obtained  from  any  source  except  from  the 
company. 

5843.  No  floating  engine  brought  up  from  Shields  ? — No ; it  was  suggested,  but  never 
brought, 

5844.  {Mr.  Simon.)  So  that  aU  the  washing  of  the  streets  was  done  at  the  expense  of 
your  already  slender  store  ? — It  was.  On  the  8th  of  August  the  corporation  commenced 
the  washing  out  of  the  lanes  and  the  flushing  of  the  sewers,  from  the  8th  of  August  to 
the  17th  of  December.  They  used  the  water  in  that  way  for  eighty-three  days.  When 
they  first  commenced  they  did  not  do  it  every  day  ; afterwards,  when  cholera  broke  out, 
they  did  it  every  day ; and  I find  that  the  average  quantity  taken  in  that  way  per  diem 
was  21,000  gallons,  and  that  the  total  quantity  used  in  that  way  for  flushing  the  sewers 
and  washing  the  lanes  was  1,743,000  gallons. 

5845.  Going  down  to  the  17th  of  December  ? — Yes. 

5846.  Would  it  not  have  been  a judicious  economy,  if  you  could  have  effected  it,  to 
have  used  only  river  water  for  cleansing  the  streets  ? — We  could  not  possibly  do  it. 

5847.  The  construction  of  your  works  would  not  allow  it? — No. 

{Mr.  Nicholson)  The  two  descriptions  of  water,  as  I have  stated  before,  were  mixed. 

5848.  (Chairman.)  You  had  no  means  of  pumping  except  by  pumping  into  your  main 
outside  the  town? — None  whatever. 

(Mr.  Main)  I may  state,  also,  that  a very  large  additional  consumption  of  w.iter  this 
year  was  occasioned  by  our  having  contracted  to  supply  the  public  subscription  batlis  in 
Northumberland  Street.  The  water  with  which  the  baths  were  supplied  was  formerly 
taken  from  Spital  Tongues,  It  was  very  bad,  and  this  year  they  got  the  Whittle  Dean 
company  to  supply  them.  The  quantity  per  week  which  they  took  was  175,000  gallons. 
Then  the  corporation  baths  in  the  New  Road  would  have  very  likely  the  same  quantity. 
I find  that,  between  May  and  November  1853,  there  were  10,000  warm  baths  at  the 
baths  in  the  New  Road.  Then  the  workhouse,  which  only  came  on  last  year,  consumes 
14,000  gallons  per  week. 

5849.  (Mr.  Simon)  At  the  first  establishment  of  baths  and  wash-houses,  do  you  say 
that  they  used  175,000  gallons  a week? — At  the  public  subscription  baths  in  Northumberland 
Street  ; it  is  a different  establishment  from  the  corporation  baths  and  wash-houses  ; they 
used  that  quantity  during  the  summer.  There  is  a very  large  plunge  bath. 

5850.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  happen  ever  to  have  been  at  the  corporation  baths  and 
wash-houses  ? — Several  times. 

5851.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  made  ? — I never  heard  any  complaints  made 
about  the  warm  baths  ; I have  heard  the  plunge  bath  complained  of 

5852.  In  what  respect? — That  the  arrangement  of  it  is  not  good  ; it  is  a dark  looking 
place. 

5853.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  other  complaints  made  with  reference  to  the  baths  and 
wash-houses  ? — The  only  other  complaint  whicli  I heard  with  regard  to  the  baths  and 
wash-houses  was  that  there  were  not  two  entrances,  one  for  females  and  the  other  for 
males.  The  females  were  thus  debarred  fi'om  using  the  baths. 

5854.  It  had  been  stated  to  us  that  other  complaints  have  been  made ; did  you  never 
chance  to  hear  any  others  ? — I never  heard  any  others. 

{Mr.  Main.)  Another  veiy  large  source  of  consumption  during  the  year  was  that  the 
corporation  had  converted  several  of  the  large  public  privies  into  public  water-closets. 
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.5855,  At  what  time  did  they  do  that  ? — In  1852  ; but  we  did  not  feel  it  so  much  in 
1852  as  we  felt  it  in  1853.  There  are  six  of  those  large  public  water-closets. 

585G.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Maiiii)  You  would  not  consider  any  of  these  expenditures 
in  water  for  particular  purposes  to  be  beyond  the  ordinary  claims  that  you  might  expect 
to  be  made  upon  you  ; they  are  claims  which  you,  I presume,  would  recognize  as  among 
those  for  which  a water  company  is  organized  ?—  Certainly  ; I was  only  showing  that  the 
consumj)tion  had  very  much  increased  this  year. 

5857.  But  you  would  look  upon  them  as  claims  for  which  it  would  be  your  business  to 
provdde  in  establishing  your  reservoirs  and  works  ? — Certainly. 

5858.  You  would  take  them  into  your  calculation? — Yes. 

5859.  {Chairman.)  In  the  paper  which  you  have  put  in  you  only  mention  four  pants. 
In  the  paper  which  we  liave  got  from  the  town  surveyor  there  are  seven  mentioned  as 
supplied  with  water  by  the  Whittle  Dean  company  ; will  you  just  look  through  it  and 
see  which  of  those  you  identify  ? — There  is  one  for  the  Manors  Hospital  which  I did  not 
include;  it  is  hardly  a public  pant.  I did  not  include  the  Vegetable  Market  nor  the 
Fish  Market  pant  either. 

5860.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  they  accessible  to  the  public  at  all  hours  ? — They  are  accessible, 
but  I think  they  are  not  generally  used  by  the  public. 

5861.  Why  not  ? — For  instance,  the  Fish  Market  is  surrounded  by  offices  principally  on 
the  quay  side. 

5862.  {Chajirman)  These  three,  the  Vegetable  Market,  the  Manor’s  Hospital,  and  the 
Fish  Market  you  do  not  include,  as  not  being  of  any  importance  ? — No. 

5863.  Have  you  any  other  point? — No. 

The  following  is  the  analysis  of  Tyne  ^vater  made  by  Dr.  R.  D.  Thompson,  which  is 
alluded  to  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Grainger  and  of  Dr.  Gavin,  and  which  is  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Nicholson  in  his  evidence  foregoing,  oivi/ng  to  the  water  having  been  taken 
two  or  three  hours  after  instead  of  before  low  water  and  not  having  been  filtered. 
It  should  also  be  added  that  the  Tyne  water  was  mixed  with  double  its  own  bulk 
or  quantity  of  Whittle  Dean  water  before  being  supplied  to  the  town. 

Report  on  Water  taken  from  the  Tyne  at  Els  wick,  October  17  th  1853,  two  or  three 

hours  after  low  Avater. 

The  water,  when  drawn  from  the  jar  in  which  it  was  conveyed  from  Newcastle  to 
London,  was  turbid,  from  the  presence  of  a considerable  quantity  of  matter,  mechanically 
diffused  in  the  form  of  flocks  throughout  the  mass  of  fluid.  When  this  foreign  matter 
was  allowed  to  subside,  the  Avater  presented  a broAvnish  aspect,  similar  to  the  colour 
possessed  by  water  which,  after  a fall  of  rain,  has  passed  over  a soil  impregnated  with 
peaty  or  vegetable  substances.  On  separating  the  mechanically  diffused  flocks  which,  on 
agitation,  had  imparted  a muddiness  to  the  water,  they  were  found  to  consist  of  organized 
forms,  similar  to  the  appearances  presented  by  infusorial  animals,  or  diatomaceous  beings, 
which  have  been  claimed  as  belonging,  according  to  some,  to  the  animal,  and,  according 
to  others,  to  the  vegetable  world-  These  animal  or  vegetable  beings  were  infested  with 
large  numbers  of  A'ery  distinct  animalculm,  or  vibrios,  which  were  sporting  about  with 
immense  activity  and  courting  the  shade  of  the  Imng  flocky  masses.  I found  the  weight 
of  this  foreign  matter  to  amount  in  the  gallon  to  4’502  grains ; of  this  only  '545  grains 
was  matter  destructible  by  heat.  The  remainder  consisted  principally  of  sihca,  and  still 
retained  an  organized  form,  corresponding  apparently  with  the  shields  of  the  diatomaceffi 
previously  mentioned.  These  possessed  a reddish  hue,  from  the  presence  of  a minute 
quantity  of  oxide  of  iron,  which  either  entered  into  the  composition  of  the  organized 
forms,  or  Avas  derived  from  a minute  portion  of  sand,  which  may  have  been  diffused 
through  the  Avater.  The  presence  of  these  living  forms  in  water  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of  a city,  it  appears  to  me,  cannot  be  viewed  as  otherwise  than  highly  objectionable  in  a 
sanitary  point  of  vieAV,  acquainted  as  we  are  now  Avith  the  influence  which  the  lower  forms 
of  animal  and  vegetable  hfe  exercise  in  nature.  In  addition  to  these  decided  forms 
presented  by  the  organic  matter  described,  I found  no  less  than  2-68  grains  per  gallon  of 
vegetable  matter,  dissolved  or  finely  diffused  throughout  the  water,  and  which  was  in  a 
condition  approximate  to  that  of  organization,  since  it  contained  a considerable  amount 
of  siliceous  inorganic  matter. 

The  total  quantity  of  matter,  therefore,  derived  from  organized  sources,  which  I found 
to  exist  in  the  Avater,  amounted  to  no  less  than  7T72  grains  per  gallon.  This  must  be 
viewed  as  a large  amount,  Avhen  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  total  solid 
constituents  in  the  gallon  were  15 '662  grains.  The  organic  matter  contained  in  the 
analysis  thus  approximated  to  one-half  of  the  foreign  ingredients. 

I have  also  been  able  to  obtain  indications  of  the  presence  of  nitric  acid  in  the  water, 
from  which  it  is  rendered  probable  that  human  excretions  are  mingled  with  the  river,  a 
circumstance  Avhich  I have  endeavoured  to  prove  in  reference  to  the  Avell  waters  of 
Glasgow,  and  which  renders  river  water,  and  still  more  strongly  the  well  waters  sunk  in 
towns  in  the  highest  degree  objectionable  for  domestic  use  in  a sanitary  point  of  view. 
The  time  is  fast  approaching  when  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  warned  by  an  increasing 
knowledge  of  the  science  of  health,  will  no  longer  consent  to  be  supplied  with  river 
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water,  teeming  with  organized  life,  or  with  well  water,  drawn  from  pits  communicating 
with  the  common  sewers  of  cities,  from  which  they  are  thoroughly  impregnated  with 
human  excretions  in  solution. 

The  river  water  of  Newcastle  I consider,  both  from  my  acquaintance  with  the  locality 
and  from  the  present  analysis,  to  he  a most  improper  source  of  supply  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city.  The  constituents  of  the  water  in  the  imperial  gallon  are  as  follows  : 


Siliceous  shields  of  diatomacese 
Organic  matter  accompanying  the  preceding  - 
Organic  matter  from  the  filtered  water 
Carbonate  of  lime  - - . - - 

Siliceous  matter  - 

Sulphate  of  lime  - 
Sulphate  of  magnesia  - - - - 

Chloride  of  magnesium  1 
Chloride  of  sodium  J * * ' 


3 9 5 7 grains. 

•545  „ 

2-680  „ 
1-180  „ 

3-330 
•190  „ 

3-780  „ 


15-662  grains. 

Robert  Dundas  Thomson,  M.D.,  F.RS.Ed., 

Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital. 
St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  31st  October  1853. 


Mr.  David  Darling  Main,  further  examined. 

5864.  (Mr.  Simon)  You  are  goingto  be  kind  enough  to  give  us  some  information,  that 
you  have  collected,  with  respect  to  certain  deaths  from  cholera  that  occurred  in 
Mr.  Grainger’s  property  ? — Yes ; I have  made  a personal  survey  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  property, 
and  I am  prepared  to  give  some  information  upon  it. 

5865.  Have  you  examined  Clayton  Street,  and  Clayton  Street  West,  Grainger  Street, 
Grey  Street,  Hood  Street,  Leazes  Terrace,  Market  Street,  Nelson  Street,  Nun’s  Street, 
and  Shakespeare  Street? — Yes. 

6866.  Containing  in  all  261  self-contained  houses  ? — Yes. 

5867.  (Chairman)  Besides  other  tenemented  houses,  in  which  were  thirty-three 
tenants  or  families  occupying  one  room  each  ? — Yes. 

5868.  Sixty-six  tenants  occupying  two  rooms  each  ? — Yes. 

5869.  Forty-seven  tenants  occupying  three  rooms  each  ? — ^Yes. 

5870.  And  seven  tenants  occupying  four  rooms  and  above  ? — Yes. 

5871.  Altogether  there  were  414  different  tenants  or  families  in  those  streets? — 
Yes. 

5872.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Representing  a population  of  2,070  ? — Yes. 

5873.  (Chairman)  Estimating  five  persons  to  the  tenant  or  family? — Yes,  five  to  a 
family. 

5874.  (Mr.  Simon)  Those  414  tenants  or  families  were  so  well  provided  with  water- 
closets  as  to  have  517  of  them  ? — That  is  including  the  shops  and  offices.  There  are  136 
shops  and  thirty-five  offices  in  those  streets  which  are  not  included  in  the  dwelling- 
houses. 

5875.  (Chairman)  During  the  day,  then,  at  all  events,  the  inhabitants  of  those  shops 
and  offices  would  be  so  many  more  added  to  the  population  of  those  streets,  over  and 
above  the  2,070  inhabitants  of  the  dwelling-houses  there  ? — Yes,  to  some  extent  they 
would. 

5876.  (Mr.  Simon)  In  this  population  of  2,070  and  upwards,  there  were  twenty-eight 
deaths  ? — Yes. 

5877.  (Chahmian)  Of  the  261  self-contained  dwelling-houses,  how  many  were  supplied 
by  your  water  company  ? — 255. 

5878.  Of  the  thirty- three  tenants  occupying  one  room  each,  how  many  were  supplied  ? 
— Thirty. 

5879.  Of  the  sixty-six  tenants  occupying  two  rooms  each,  how  many  were  supplied  ? — 
Sixty-three. 

5880.  Of  the  forty-seven  tenants  occupying  three  rooms  each  ? — Forty-two  were  supplied 
by  the  water  company. 

5881.  Of  the  seven  occupying  four  rooms  and  above  each? — Six. 

5882.  What  number  of  those  2,070  people,  then,  do  you  compute  to  have  water  supply 
from  your  company  ? — 1,980,  or  95  per  cent,  of  the  resident  population. 

5883.  How  many  of  the  136  shops  were  supplied  by  you  ? — 101. 

5884.  How  many  of  the  thirty-five  offices  ? — Thirty-two. 

5885.  How  many  of  the  517  water-closets? — 494. 

5886.  (Mr.  Simon)  We  find  that  in  Clayton  Street  there  died  eleven  persons  of 
cholera  ? — Yes. 

5887.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  those  cases  ? — The  first  case  in  Clayton  Street 
that  I examined  occurred  in  an  eating  house.  The  old  lady  who  keeps  the  house  showed 
it  to  me  from  top  to  bottom,  and  I certainly  never  saw  a cleaner  house  in  my  life ; but 
*he  told  me  that  the  person  who  died  was  a lodger  of  very  drunken  habits. 
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Mr.  D.  D.  3Iain.  5888.  {Chairman)  Are  you  speaking  of  a case  that  occurred  in  Clayton  Street  East, 

near  tlie  corner  of  Nelson  Street,  behind  the  market? — Yes.  The  lodger  was  represented 

30th  Jan.  1854.  to  be  a man  of  very  di-unken  irregular  habits  ; he  came  home  at  all  hours  of  the  night 

very  drunk.  The  night  on  which  he  died  he  came  home  about  the  middle  of  the  night, 

and  he  was  found  next  morning  dead  in  the  water-closet. 

5889.  {Mr.  Simon)  Was  there  anything  very  decided  to  connect  his  death  with 
cholera  ?- — I do  not  know  that  there  was  anything  to  ascertain  that  his  death  was  from 
cholera ; but  his  death  is  registered  as  a cholera  death. 

5890.  {Mr.  Newton.)  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  attended  by  any  one  ? — No ; he 
was  found  dead  in  the  morning. 

5891.  Was  he  registered  without  any  medical  certificate  as  to  the  cause  of  death  ? 1 

know  nothing  of  that ; I merely  took  the  name  from  the  registrar. 

5892.  {Chairman)  What  was  your  second  case  ? — It  was  in  the  same  street. 

5893.  {Mr.  Simon.)  A little  way  further  down  ? — Yes. 

5894«.  Was  it  one  case  or  more  ?— There  were  four  deaths  in  that  house. 

5895.  {Chairman)  What  were  the  circumstances  ? — One  of  the  water-closets  was 
stopped  up,  and  the  smell  was  not  good  from  it ; but,  in  addition,  one  of  the  tenants 
was  a dealer  in  feathers.  I requested  the  man  to  show  me  into  the  room  containing 
those  feathers,  and  I found  a close  sickening  smell. 

5896.  {Mr.  Simon)  And  there  was  a stink  arising  from  the  water-closet  also  ? — Yes, 

5897.  Was  the  water-closet  on  the  basement  ? — One  was,  and  one  at  the  top  of  the 
house. 

5898.  Which  was  obstructed  ? — The  one  at  the  bottom. 

5899.  Which  was  the  next  case  ? — The  next  was  a little  further  along,  a person  also  of 
irregular  habits  ; he  used  to  come  home  at  all  hours  of  the  night  drunk.  There  was  nothing 
the  matter  with  the  house  that  I could  see. 

5900.  Was  it  ventilated  at  the  back  ? — ^Yes,  I looked  particularly  at  the  ventilation. 
The  houses,  though  behind  the  market,  are  not  erected  flush  with  the  market ; there  is  a 
sloping  ridge  allowing  for  ventilation. 

.5901.  The  next  ? — The  next  was  a very  old  woman.  I could  see  nothing  objectionable 
. about  the  house. 

5902.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Were  these  all  really  cholera  cases? — They  were  all  taken 
from  the  registrar  as  such. 

5903.  {Mr.  Hamond.)  Was  there  a medical  certificate  attached  to  each  ? — I know 
nothing  of  that. 

5904.  {Mr.  Sinwn)  The  next  ? — The  next  occurred  in  a fruit  shop  ; the  person  lived 
under  the  fruit  shop  in  a cellar  kitchen. 

5905.  Was  the  water-closet  in  good  condition  there  ? — Yes. 

5906.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Water-closets  are  subject  to  inconvenience  in  frost  ? — I have 
found  several  of  them  stopped. 

5907.  It  is  useful  to  have  a privy  too  ? — Some  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  houses  have  privies, 
but  they  are  all  more  or  less  provided  with  water-closets  in  addition. 

5908.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  is  the  next  case  ? — No.  53,  still  on  the  same  side  of  Clayton 
Street.  There  was  a death  tliere,  but  I could  see  no  apparent  cause  for  it ; the  house 
was  clean  and  the  people  seemed  cleanly  ; the  water-closet  was  in  perfect  order,  and  there 
was  nothing  wrong  that  I could  see. 

5909.  The  next  ? — The  next  was  an  old  man  about  70,  and  he  lived  adjoining  a fruit 
shop  also.^  I might  state  that  the  inhabitants  were  warned  to  abstain  from  eating  fruit, 
and  that  it  is  possible  the  fruiterers  might  have  a large  stock  of  fruit  on  hand  which  migh 
have  become  offensive. 

5910.  There  is  one  other  on  the  other  side  of  Clayton  Street  ? — There  is  just  one,  and 
it  also  adjoins  a fruit  shop. 

5911.  {Chairman)  You  have  a reference  to  some  other  streets  ? — That  has  finished 
Clayton  Street.  I take  Nuns’  Street  next ; a person  of  the  name  ofDanby  died  there.  I 
think  his  death  was  among  the  first. 

5912.  What  circumstances  did  you  find  there  ? — I found  nothing  except  that  he  adjoined 
a fruit  shop  again. 

5913.  The  next? — The  next  was  a person  of  the  name  of  Shaw  ; he  had  been  a delicate 
man  for  many  5^ ears.  There  was  nothing  objectionable  in  the  house  that  I could  see. 

5914.  {Mr.  Newton)  Was  he  a patient  of  yours  ? — I am  not  a surgeon,  but  I was  told 
so  by  his  relatives. 

5.915.  {Chairman)  Let  us  take  the  next  street  in  your  list. — The  next  street  is  Nelson 
Street  ; two  deaths  occurred  in  Nelson  Street ; a man  and  his  wife  were  struck  dead,  both 
in  the  same  night.  I examined  particularly  into  that  house.  The  water-closet,  I think,  is 
the  filthiest  that  ever  I saw.  I got  one  of  the  servants  to  get  a candle  to  shew  me  it ; it 
has  not  been  used  for  many  months,  and  the  whole  place  is  swimming  with  liquid  filtL 

5916.  Do  you  think  it  was  in  the  same  state  in  August  1853? — The  servant  who 
showed  me  in  said  that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison,  she  took  a little  lime  to 
throw  upon  it,  and  that  she  could  not  enter  it  without  having  her  apron  up  to  her  nose 
and  mouT-h. 

{Mr.  Newton.)  I attended  Mr.  Harrison. 
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5917.  Did  you  notice  the  same  circumstances  ? — It  is  a very  dirty  house,  and  the  room 
is  not  water-tight. 

5918.  Did  you  notice  the  circumstance  to  which  Mr.  Main  alludes,  of  the  water-closet 
being  in  such  a state  at  that  time  ? — No,  I did  not. 

{Mr.  Main)  It  is  there  now  in  the  same  state. 

5919.  And  did  the  woman  give  you  to  understand  that  it  had  been  in  the  same  state 
then  ? — Yes,  even  worse. 

5920.  Because  of  the  lime  which  she  had  thrown  upon  it? — Yes  ; she  also  said  that  the 
water-closet  had  been  out  of  order,  and  that  she  had  got  the  plumber  to  come  to  repair  it, 
but  that  the  water-closet  was  so  filthy  that  he  would  not  enter  the  place  to  do  it.  I 
considered  that  it  was  entirely  the  fault  of  the  tenants.  I inquired  at  Mr.  Grainger’s 
office,  but  I found  that  they  had  never  complained  there. 

5921.  Which  is  the  next  case  ? — Those  are  all  the  remarks,  I think,  which  I have  to 
make. 

5922.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Did  you  look  into  the  house  of  Scott,  the  tailor? — I did  not. 
I might  mention  that  I looked  into  a house  in  Grainger  Street,  which  is  rather  remark- 
able. The  house  itself  is  perfectly  clean,  and  supplied  with  water-closets,  but  on  each 
side  of  it  the  houses,  although  they  have  water-closets,  are  not  supplied  with  water,  and 
the  medical  gentleman  who  attended  a person  of  the  name  of  Tiffin,  who  died,  has 
recommended  the  other  inmates  to  leave  the  house.  They  have  not  a supply  of  water 
to  the  water-closets  of  the  houses  on  either  side  of  it. 

5923.  {Mr.  Simon)  So  that  they  become  a nuisance  to  the  house  which  is  between 
them  ? — Yes. 

5924.  And  in  that  house  some  one  died  of  cholera? — Yes. 

5925.  {Mr.  Hamond)  Is  the  water  laid  on  to  that  house  ? — Yes ; it  is  merely  a matter 
of  economy  on  the  part  of  those  tenants. 

5926.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  They  will  not  use  it  ? — They  carry  the  water  to  the  water- 
closet  instead  of  having  the  pipe  to  it. 

The  witness  delivered  m the  following  paper, 

WHITTLE  DEAN  WATER  COMPANY. 

Times  of  High  Water  and  Pumping  from  the  river  Tyne,  in  July,  August,  and 

September  1853. 


Date. 

Time  of  High 
Water  at 
Newcastle. 

Commenced 

Pumping. 

Ended 

Pumping. 

H. 

X. 

H. 

M. 

U. 

H. 

July 

5 

3 

30 

7 

45 

10 

- 

12 

8 

10 

11 

25 

1 

20 

>» 

19 

3 

26 

6 

30 

9 

20 

Jf 

26 

8 

17 

11 

30 

3 

SO 

August 

2 

2 

12 

5 

45 

8 

20 

9 

7 

9 

10 

40 

12 

30 

>» 

16 

2 

9 

5 

15 

7 

40 

}9 

23 

7 

7 

10 

40 

1 

20 

n 

30 

1 

13 

4 

-> 

7 

— 

September 

6 

6 

11 

9 

25 

11 

35 

Jf 

13 

12 

6 

4 

35 

6 

— 

if 

14 

1 

54 

5 

- 

7 

- 

{Mr.  Main.)  There  is  just  one  other  point.  It  has  been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen 
who  gave  evidence  that  the  water  at  Whittle  Dean  itself  was  not  good  on  account  of  the 
small  quantity  remaining  in  the  reservoirs.  I have  a gentleman  here  who  is  the  manager 
of  a large  manuffictory,  which  takes  the  water  direct  from  the  Whittle  Dean  before*^  it 
reaches  Newcastle,  and  before  the  Tyne  water  enters  the  pipe.  He  is  prepared  to  state 
the  amount  of  disease  that  occurred  there.  It  is  a large  manufactory  on  the  banks  of 
the  T}Tie,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Newcastle,  where  there  are  450  men  and  about 
300  people  inhabiting  houses  in  the  neighbourhood ; he  is  here  to  state  that.  It  was 
said  that  the  Whittle  Dean  water  was  not  good  of  itself,  even  before  it  was  mixed  with 
the  Tyne  water. 

5927.  {Chamnam)  It  was  stated  that  it  was  muddy ; that  it  got  low,  and  that  the 
wind  dashed  the  water  against  the  earth  or  clay  below  the  stone  penning,  and  made  it 
ao  ? — That  would  not  happen  more  than  one  or  two  days  thioughout  the  whole  period. 

3 A 4 


Mr.  D.  D.  Main. 
30th  Jan.  1854. 
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Mr.  G.  Hutchinson. 


Mr.  George  Hutchinson  examined. 

30th  Jan.  i854. 

5.928.  (Chahvnan.)  Are  you  the  manager  of  the  works  of  a large  manufactory  out  on 

the  Elswick  Road  ? — Yes. 

5929.  How  many  men  have  you  employed  in  it  ? — Between  450  and  500. 

5930.  Are  you  supplied  with  water  from  the  Whittle  Dean  company  at  a point  in  their 
main  previous  to  the  point  where  the  Tyne  water  is  pumped  into  the  main  ? — Yes  ; about 
a mile  and  a half  before  the  Tyne  water  is  pumped  into  their  main. 

5931.  What  amount  of  cholera  had  you  among  your  450  men  ? — We  only  had  three 
deaths  from  cholera  ; the  number  of  attacks  I do  not  know. 

5932.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  works? — Engine  works. 

5933.  {Afr.  Totvn  Clerk.)  Among  how  many  ? — About  470  people. 

5934.  {Chairman.)  Where  were  the  men  lodged? — Many  of  our  men  live  in  New- 
castle, We  have  about  200  of  our  people,  with  their  families,  comprising  probably  a 
population  of  about  350,  who  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  ; these  houses  are  all  supplied 
with  Whittle  Dean  water.  We  have  had  but  one  death  among  these. 

5935.  Where  did  the  other  two  deaths  occur? — The  two  deaths  were  of  persons 
residing  in  Newcastle,  but  working  at  our  manufactory. 

5936.  How  did  you  find  the  water? — I have  been  supplied  with  the  water  since  it 
was  first  laid  on. 

5937.  How  did  you  find  the  water  in  July,  August,  and  September  1853? — I do  not 
recollect  anything  to  complain  of  in  the  water  at  any  time. 

5938.  You  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  it  discoloured  or  muddy? — No  ; not  at  any 
time,  excepting  at  such  time  as  we  have  been  repairing  the  pipes  in  our  works. 

5939.  {Mr.  Hamond)  I believe  Mr.  Armstrong,  in  whose  employment  you  are,  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company,  is  he  not  ? — I believe  he  is. 


T.  Richardson, 
Esq.,  Phil.  Dt. 

26th  Jan.  1854. 


Thomas  Richardson,  Esq.,  Phil,  Dr.,  sworn. 

5940.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  making  analyses  of  waters  by 
chemical  process  ? — Yes. 

5941.  For  some  years  ? — Yes, 

5942.  Have  you,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  made  analyses  of  water  supplied  to  you  by 
the  Whittle  Dean  company  ? — Yes. 

5943.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  made  such  an  analysis  in  September  1850? — I do  not 
remember  the  exact  dates. 

5944.  Of  water  taken  from  the  livery  stables  in  New  Bridge  Street  ? — Yes,  I remember 
that. 

5945.  {Chairman.)  Are  those  correct  copies  of  the  letters  which  you  then  wrote,  and 
of  the  minutes  of  the  analysis  which  you  then  made  {handing  two  'papers  to  the  witness)  ? 
— Yes,  I think  they  .are. 

Assay  Office  and  Laboratory, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  19th  Sept,  1850. 
Messrs,  the  Directors  of  the  Whittle  Dean  Water  Company. 

Gentlemen, — We  collected  a quantity  of  water  last  week  from  the  supply  furnished  to 
Mr.  White’s  livery  stables  in  New  Bridge  Street,  in  wliich  we  found  *92  of  a grain  of 
brown  vegetable  matter  in  suspension,  the  wjiter  being,  in  other  respects,  bright  and  clear. 
This  is  not  a large  quantity  of  finely  divided  matter  to  be  diffused  through  a gallon  of 
water.  We  also  found  34*4  grs.  of  matter  in  solution  in  the  same  quantity  of  water, 
composed  of  the  usual  inorganic  and  organic  constituents.  The  water  was  free  from  any 
nitrates  or  other  matter  indicating  a contamination  from  town  drainage. 

We  are,  &c., 

Richardson  and  Browell 


Assay  Office  and  Laboratory, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  11th  Jan.  1854. 

Mr.  Main,  Water  Company’s  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  a copy  of  the  minutes  of  my  analysis  made  the  19th  Sept 
1850.  Sample  taken  from  Mr.  White’s  livery  stables.  New  Bridge  Street.  “One  quart 
“ of  this  water  left  ‘23  of  a grain  of  suspended  matter  of  vegetable  origin  of  a brown 
“ colom-.  One  quart  evaporated  to  dryness  gave  8'6  grains  fixed  residue,  containing  a 
“ considerable  quantity  of  organic  vegetable  matter.  The  inorganic  matter  consisted  of 
“ sulphate  of  lime,  some  magnesian  salts,  and  a large  proportion  of  chlorides.  Some  slight 
“ quantity  of  carbonates  precipitated  on  boiling.  No  nitrates  present.” 

I am,  &C., 

(Sigaed)  Thomas  Rururdsoh. 
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5946.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Was  that  analysis  made  on  an  occasion  when  some  pumping  was 
S’oiner  on  from  the  river  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that. 

O O 

5947.  {To  Mr.  Main.)  Was  that  the  case  ? — Yes. 

5948.  Was  that  water  a combination  of  the  Tyne  water  and  the  ordinaxy  Whittle 
Dean  water  ? — It  was  mixed  in  equal  quantities. 

5949.  So  that  you  could  suppose  it  to  be  comparable  to  the  water  which  you  were 
supplying  last  September? — The  water  supplied  in  1850  would  be  worse  than  the  water 
supplied  in  1853. 

5950.  It  would  contain  one-sixth  more  than  of  river  water? — Yes. 

5951.  {To  Dr.  Richardson)  You  found  that  the  water  contained  about  34i  grains  of 
solid  matter  to  the  gallon  ?— Yes. 

5952.  Would  not  you  consider  that  a large  admixture  of  solid  matter? — A good  deal 
depends  upon  the  character  of  the  mixture. 

5953.  But  the  thing  being  intended  to  be  water,  and  not  soup,  would  you  not  consider 
it  rather  a lai’ge  quantity  of  solid  matter  ? — Not  of  bi-carbonate  of  lime.  If  it  auis 
sulphate  of  lime  it  would  be  objectionable. 

5954.  If  of  carbonate  of  lime,  woxild  you  not  consider  it  a large  quantity  ? — A large 
quantity  to  be  taken  regularly  as  a drinking  watei’. 

5955.  And  xis  a water  for  household  purposes  ? — Certainly,  for  domestic  purposes.  1 1 
would  be  hard  water. 

5956.  You  speak  of  its  containing  “the  usual  inoi’ganic  and  organic  constituents.” 
What  do  you  consider  the  usual  organic  and  inorganic  constituents  of  water? — Vegetable 
and  some  animal  matter,  when  water  is  supplied  from  the  sources  from  which  they 
obtain  it  here. 

5957.  What  would  that  animal  matter  be  ? — It  depends  entirely  upon  the  source  of  the 
animal  matter.  It  might  be  a decomposition  of  the  refuse  which  collects  in  the  town  and 
percolates  through  the  strata  to  the  source  of  the  spring.  It  may  be  the  refuse  water 
from  the  sewage,  such  xis  soajx,  &c. 

5958.  Do  you  think  it  probable,  in  this  case,  that  such  refuse  matter  was  contained  in 
the  water  ? — It  is  possible. 

5959.  From  your  chemical  xxnalysis,  should  you  say  that  it  was  possible  that  such 
matei’ial  was  contained  in  the  water? — I could  not  answer  that  question  from  the  ixotes 
which  were  made  at  the  time. 

5960.  I infer  from  your  analysis  that  if  any  such  mateidals  were  pi'esent  they  were  in 
an  eaily  stage  of  their  transformation,  for  I observe  that  you  say  that  no  nitrates  wei-e 
pi’esent  ? — Yes,  the  oxydization  had  not  proceeded  to  that  extent. 

5961.  The  water  contained  a large  pi’oportion  of  chlorides? — .Yes. 

5962.  Whence  should  you  think  that  those  chlorides  wei-e  dei’ived  ? — I find  chlox'ides 
in  considei’able  quantity  in  spring  water  in  this  neighboui’hood,  and  thex-e  is  a eon.sidex'able 
quantity  of  chlorides  in  the  river  watex’. 

5963.  Do  you  here  find  chlox'ides  in  considerable  quantity  in  the  spx’ing  water  of 
rural  and  comparatively  uninhabited  districts,  where  the  water  i-epresents  the  dx-ainage 
of  land  only  ? — We  have  found  chlox’ides  in  water  from  some  of  the  districts  in  this 
neighbourhood  at  some  distance  from  Newcastle,  but  the  quantity  was  not  large.  Perhaps 
two  or  three  grains  to  the  gallon. 

5964.  When  you  speak  of  a large  proportion  of  chlorides  in  an  urban  district,  what  do 
you  think  would  be  the  pi’obable  source  of  the  chlox’ides  ? — It  might  be  the  spring  water, 
and  it  might  be  the  river  water  ; some  of  the  spring  waters  here  are  loaded  with 
chlorides. 

5965.  And  in  that  case  where  do  you  think  the  chlox’ides  have  come  from  ? — It  is 
impossible  to  answer.  In  some  cases  we  have  foixixd  a gallon  of  water  pumped  from  a 
colliery  containing  nearly  half  its  weight  of  chloride  of  calciuxn  ; very  little  chloride  ot 
sodium  and  chlox’ide  of  magnesium  ; nearly  all  chloride  of  calcium.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
account  for  it  here  where  the  district  is  very  much  broken  up,  and  the  source  of  the 
water  is  affected  by  the  collieries  in  the  neighbourhood. 

5966.  You  would  ixot  consider  a large  pi’oportion  of  chlorides  to  attest  decidedly  an 
animal  origin  ? — No  ; I could  not  draw  such  a conclusion  fx’om  the  presence  of  chlorides 
in  this  neighboui’hood,  'certainly. 

5967.  I observe  that  the  quantity  of  carbonate  precipitated  was  small  ? — Yes. 

5968.  And  that  a certain  quantity  of  lime  existed  in  the  form  of  sulphate? — Most 
probably. 

5969.  Would  you  consider  that  an  objectionable  ingredient? — Yes. 

5970.  Then  in  November  and  December  1853,  and  since,  you  have  made  certain  other 
analyses  of  water,  that  was  exclusively  Whittle  Dean  water,  endeavouring  to  obtain  an 
accurate  analysis  by  resorting  to  several  specimens  taken  from  different  taps  ? — No,  taken 
from  the  same  txip. 

5971.  At  different  periods  of  the  week? — Yes;  each  day  a gallon  was  taken;  and 
the  whole  quantity  thus  collected  during  the  week  was  examined. 

5972.  Is  this  {vide  paper  subjoined)  a correct  statement  of  thoseanalyses  ? — It  is, 
I believe, 

3 B 


S.  Richardson, Esq, 
26th  Jan.  1854. 
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T.Richardson,Esq.  ^^nalysis  of  the  Water  supplied  hy  the  Whittle  Dean  Company,  taken  from  a stand  pipe 
26th  Jan  1854  Dawsons  Court  each  day  during  the  week  ending  as  follows  : — 


1853. 

1854. 

Nov.  23. 

Nov.  30. 

Dec.  7. 

Dec.  14. 

Dec.  21. 

Dec.  28. 

Jan.  4. 

Jan.  11. 

Jan.  18. 

Carbonate  of  lime,  &c. 

- 

12-36 

8-60 

6-28 

6-88 

12-00 

11-50 

13-00 

12-50 

;io-oo 

Sulphate  of  lime  - 

- 

3-89 

4-62 

4-48 

3-36 

5-78 

5-78 

3-74 

3-74 

4-08 

Common  Salt,  &c.  &c. 

- 

traces 

6-38 

8-84 

6-40 

•72 

2-22 

•76 

3-26 

1-92 

Organic  matter 

* 

1-33 

1-19 

1-41 

2-24 

traces 

1-58 

1-00 

1-00 

•92 

In  solution,  per  gallon 

- 

17-58 

20-89 

21-01 

18-88 

18-50 

21-00 

18-50 

20-50 

16-92 

In  suspension,  ditto 

- 

•20 

-10 

-25 

•07 

•03 

•09 

1-31 

•13 

•35 

Amounts  of  rain  fall  during 
the  same  week 

-00 

•60 

-00 

•31 

1-38 

•40 

•00 

2-01 

5973.  I find  in  an  examination  of  this  paper,  that,  for  the  week  ending  14th  of 
December,  which  presents  unquestionably  one  of  the  more  favourable  results,  you  get 
nearly  seven  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  a gallon? — Yes  ; 6 ‘88  grains. 

5974.  — 3^  grains  of  sulphate  of  lime  ? — Yes. 

5975.  6'4  grains  of  muriates,  &c.  ? — Yes. 

5976.  2‘24  grains  of  organic  matter  ? — Yes. 

5977.  Is  not  that  a veiy  lai’ge  quantity  of  organic  matter  to  find  in  water  ? — Of 
vegetable  organic  matter  it  is. 

5978.  Was  this  all  vegetable  organic  matter  ? — Yes.  From  the  small  quantity  which 
got  in  examining,  the  water,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  animal 

matter  present. 

5979.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  source  of  that  vegetable  matter  ? — It  seemed 

be  peaty  matter,  decompo,sing  vegetable  matter. 

5980.  What  would  be  the  hardness  of  that  water? — We  did  not  examine  the  hardness 
of  the  water  ; not  by  Clarke  s test. 

5981.  By  any  test  ? — N o. 

5982.  Would  you  speak  of  water  containing  3x  grains  of  sulphate  of  lime  in  a gallon 
as  a hard  water  ? — No. 

5983.  With  6'88  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime  added? — Scarcely.  Compared  with 
distilled  water  of  course  it  is  hard,  but  not  as  compared  with  the  waters  of  this  neigh- 
bourhood ; it  would  be  considered  a soft  water  in  this  neighbourhood. 

5984.  Have  you  ever  analysed  the  water  of  the  Tyne  simply  and  by  itselfj  at  the  time 
of  low  water  ? — No,  never. 

5985.  Ai-e  you  acquainted  with  the  spot  of  the  river  from  which  the  water  has  been 
drawn  ? — Yes. 

5986.  Do  you  consider  that  in  that  position  there  would  be  a risk  of  the  water  at  the 
ebb  of  the  tide,  say  at  low  water,  containing  sewage  matter  ? — Not  when  the  tide  is 

unning  out. 

5987.  Are  there  any  buildings  above  it? — ^es,  but  not  many. 

5988.  So  that  there  would  not  be  much  sewage  at  least? — From  my  recollection  ol 
the  locality,  the  sewage  I tliink  would  penetrate  the  soil ; it  would  not  reach  the  river 
except  by  passing  through  the  ground.  It  is  near  a sewer  on  the  other  side. 

5989.  You  mean  it  is  just  above  a sewer  ? — Above  a sewer. 

5990.  Supposing  pumping  were  continued  till  about  the  period  of  low  water,  when 
there  would  be  very  little  down  current,  would  the  sewage  escaping  be  likely  to  diffuse 
itself  towards  the  place  whence  the  water  was  pumped  ? — There  is  a possibility  of  it.  It 
depends  upon  the  force  with  which  the  pumping  was  going  on,  whether  it  would  attract 
the  sewage  or  not ; and  also  on  the  quality  of  the  sewage  water,  and  the  force  of  the 
stream. 

5991.  {Chairman.)  The  force  of  pump-suction  and  the  amount  of  fresh  water  running 
down  ? — Yes. 

5992.  {Mr.  Simon)  We  seem  to  have  it  very  clearly  and  unmistakably  in  evidence  before 
us,  that  care  was  taken  at  the  pumping  station  of  the  water  company  to  avoid  drawing  from 
the  ri  ver  at  the  time  when  it  would  be  most  probable  that  the  water  would  contain  town- 
sewage.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  very  positive  statements  of  an  offensive,  in  fact  it 
was  considered,  a putrid  flavour  in  the  water,  and  a smell  to  the  same  effect.  Can  you  give 
ua  any  suggestion  as  to  the  source  of  those  conflicting  statements  and  testimonies  ?— On 
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one  occasion,  on  examining  the  water  from  these  taps  that  I allude  to,  the  water  was 
partially  offensive,  and  I think  I reported  it  to  the  water  company,  I was  not  then 
employed  by  the  water  company ; it  was  gone  into  as  one  of  the  experiments  of  the 
gentlemen  in  the  laboratory.  I called  the  attention  of  the  company  to  it,  pointing  out  to  them 
the  nature  of  the  water  ; and  when  we  came  to  examine  it,  the  cistern  on  the  roof  had  got 
foul  -with  all  sorts  of  matter.  There  was  a great  deal  of  animal  matter  in  it ; we  do  not 
know  how  it  had  accumulated  there ; but  it  was  offensive. 

5993.  Was  it  an  open  cistern  ? — An  open  cistern.  It  was  quite  clear  that  the  water 
there  had  been  contaminated  by  other  matters  which  had  not  arisen  from  the  water. 

5994.  You  are  a water-drinker  yourself? — Not  exclusively  a water-drinker. 

5995.  A considerable  water-drinker.  Had  you  personal  experience  of  the  quality  of  the 
water  during  the  time  of  the  epidemic  ? — We  did  not  use  the  Whittle  Dean  water  ; we  had 
a well  on  our  own  premises,  from  which  we  supplied  ourselves. 

5996.  Had  you  opportunities,  however,  of  observing  the  quality  of  the  water  during 
the  epidemic? — No,  I cannot  say  that  I had. 

5997.  {Chairman)  You  do  not  usually  drink  Whittle  Dean  water? — We  have  not  got 
it  on  the  premises  at  all ; we  have  an  unfailing  source  of  water  on  the  premises.  We 
collect  water  occasionally  from  one  of  the  pants  in  Newcastle  ; but  I think  it  is  used  for 
washing  and  other  purposes,  our  water  being  rather  hard. 

5998.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Assuming  for  a moment  that  the  statements  I have  mentioned  as 
to  the  water  are  perfectly  trustworthy,  how  would  you  account  for  them  ? — We  know  that 
the  Thames  water,  kept  for  any  length  of  time,  undergoes  a peculiar  putrefactive  process, 
and  if  we  were  to  infer  that  there  is  any  analogy  between  the  Thames  and  the  Tyne,  the 
Tyne  water  itself  would  furnish  an  explanation  of  it. 

5999.  Do  you  think  that  the  Tyne  water,  drawn  under  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  company  drew  their  water,  would  be  liable  to  the  same  kind  of  putrefaction,  as 
affects  the  Thames  water  when  it  is  kept ; different  in  degree  of  course,  but  of  the  same 
sort  ? — I think  it  would  be  of  the  same  sort. 

6000.  You  think  there  is  a sufficiency  of  organic  matter  in  it  at  all  times  of  the  tide 
to  render  it  subject  to  the  same  sort  of  putrefactive  process  ? — Yes  ; kept  a certain  length 
of  time,  and  under  circumstances  likely  to  promote  that  putrefaction,  I think  it  is  quite 
possible. 

6001.  That  it  always  contains  an  appreciable  amount  of  dead  organic  matter? — Yes. 

6002.  Animal  and  vegetable  ? — I think  not  much  animal ; a small  quantity  of  animal 
matter.  The  sewage  water  of  Newcastle,  collected  from  Grey  Street,  which  was  analyzed 
by  an  assistant  of  mine,  shows  that  there  is  not  a great  deal  of  organic  matter  even  in  the 
sewage. 

6003.  Would  not  that  seem  to  confirm  an  impression  which  has  been  given  us, 
that  there  is  not  a great  deal  of  the  excrement  of  the  town  passing  into  the  sewers  ? — It  is 
very  largely  diluted  with  surface  drainage. 

6004.  This  analysis  is  of  sewage  water  from  the  sewer  in  Grey  Street  ?^Yes;  we 
sent  a man  up  the  sewer  and  collected  it  there.  It  was  not  done  with  the  view  to  any 
sanitary  investigation.  It  was  done  more  with  the  view  of  knowing  how  the  sewage 
water  might  be  made  available ; and  the  inference  drawn  from  that  analysis  goes  to  show 
that  it  would  be  much  more  advisable  to  carry  off  the  surface  water  by  drains,  independently 
of  the  sewage  water,  so  that  the  sewage  water  might  be  by  itself ; and  then,  being  so 
much  more  impregnated  with  phosphates  of  lime,  potash  and  ammonia,  it  would  pay  the 
corporation  to  collect  it. 

6005.  But  with  the  rain-water  it  would  not  ? — We  know  that  we  could  buy  phosphate 
of  lime  and  ammonia  much  cheaper  than  we  could  manufacture  them  out  of  sewage 
water  when  diluted  to  such  an  extent  with  rain  water. 

6006.  {Chairman.)  You  have  paid  a good  deal  of  attention  to  the  question  of  sewage 
application,  have  you  not  ? — I paid  a good  deal  of  attention  to  it  with  Dr.  Sutherland 
some  years  ago ; and  there  is  no  question  that,  under  such  circumstances,  it  would  not 
pay.  The  farmer  could  buy  the  valuable  ingredients  much  cheaper  in  another  form. 

6007.  When  the  surface  drainage  is  mixed  with  it,  you  mean  ? — Yes  ; but  it  is  very 
different  when  you  collect  the  pure  sewage.  It  would  pay  well  then  ; it  would  pay 
for  the  construction  of  new  sewers. 

6008.  You  do  not  doubt  that  a system  of  sewers  might  be  so  organized,  as,  by  the 
revenue  ultimately  thence  derived,  materially  to  diminish  at  least  the  ordinary  cost  of 
sewer-construction  ? — I have  no  doulff  of  it. 

6009.  That  by  improved  principles  of  sewerage,  and  sewage  application,  sewering  may 
be  done  very  cheaply? — -You  must  have  a system  of  sewers  to  carry  off  the  surface 
water,  and  a deep  sewer  to  contain  the  whole  of  the  proper  sewage  of  the  town,  and  then 
it  would  be  in  such  a concentrated  form  as  to  pay  for  collecting,  and  for  the  expense  of 
making  the  system  permanent.  Then  the  surface  water,  especially  in  paved  streets  where 
it  has  not  time  to  come  in  contact  with  the  decomposed  organic  matter  accumulated  in 
process  of  years  below  the  pavement,  could  be  run  with  safety  into  the  river,  without 
contaminating  that  river  so  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  public  health. 

6010.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  have  made  several  analyses  also  of  the  spring  waters  of  this 
town? — Yes. 

6011.  And  you  are  familiar  of  course  with  the  local  geology  ? — To  some  extent. 
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6012.  And  with  the  accidents  of  contamination  to  which  the  soil  is  exposed  ? — Yes. 

6013.  Comparing  one  with  the  other,  that  is  to  say,  comparing  your  analysis  with  what 
you  know  of  the  geology  and  the  history  of  the  soil,  should  you  think  that  the  springs 
would  be  likely  to  furnish  a safe  source  of  supply  ? — No. 

6014.  Why?— They  are  aU  more  or  less  contaminated  with  animal  matter;  and  some 
of  them  with  a most  extraordinary  quantity  of  nitrates,  so  much  so  that  you  are  led  to 
assimilate  it  with  the  well  near  Highgate  cemetery  in  London,  which  was  analysed  by  a 
member  of  the  chemical  society,  and  also  others  alluded  to,  I believe,  in  Mr.  Simon’s  report 
upon  the  City  of  London. 

6015.  Have  you  made  any  analysis  of  any  springs  here  near  the  church-yards  ?— Some 
of  the  springs  which  v;^e  have  examined  are  near  church-yards  ; but  without  knowing  the 
exact  state  of  the  geological  formation  there,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
drainage  of  the  church-yards  had  passed  near  these  springs,  as  Mr.  Dobson’s  plan  of  the 
peculiar  upper  stratification  of  the  town  will  show  you  that  the  drainage  of  a church-yard 
may  get  to  a most  unlikely  spot  some  way  off  and  pass  by  a spring  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

6016.  Should  you  object  to  hand  in  for  our  information  those  analyses  of  spring  water? 
— With  the  consent  of  the  corporation  I can  do  it. 

6017.  (il/r.  Simon  to  Mr.  Arnott)  Would  there  beany  objection  to  it? — (Mr.  Arnott.) 
I should  think  not. 

(Dr.  Richardson)  These  analyses  were  aU  made  at  the  request  of  the  corporation.  Of 
course,  it  is  not  considered  professional  etiquette  to  make  use  of  property  belonging  to 
another  person  ; but  these  are  the  names  of  the  waters,  as  far  as  they  have  been  handed 
to  me,  and  the  others  are  numbered,  lettered,  or  dated. 


Spring  and  Well  Waters  in  Neivcastle,  &c. 


Spital. 

Manors. 

Hay- 

market. 

Dobson's 

Spital 

Tongues 

North 

Elswick. 

St.  Tho- 
mas-st. 

Vicar’s 

Pump. 

Fighting 

Cocks’ 

Pant. 

Vicar’s 

Pump. 

Carbonate  of  lime,  &c. 

24-32 

14-48 

20-80 

9-80 

5-48 

1-00 

16-36 

28-20 

2-58 

24-00 

Sulphate  of  lime 

27-00 

133-84 

46.72 

23-12 

20-59 

26-56 

39-03 

26-42 

29-87 

47-79 

Common  salt,  &c. 

22-68 

12-08 

32-48 

39-08 

9-93 

22-44 

22-21 

40-78 

16-63 

32-21 

74-00 

160-40 

100-00 

72-00 

36-00 

50-00 

77-60 

92-40 

49-00 

104-00 

6018.  I find  a water  here  which  contains  160  grains  of  solid  matter  to  the  gallon? 
—Yes. 

6019.  (Chairman)  133  of  sulphate  of  lime  ? — Yes,  it  is  very  nearly  saturated. 

6020.  (Mr.  Simon)  You  do  not  mention  nitrates  at  all? — No,  for  this  reason;  several 
of  these  waters  contain  an  enormous  quantity  of  nitrates  and  a quantity  of  animal 
matter  ; and  to  have  estimated  the  nitrates  quantitatively  would  have  necessitated  a separate 
analysis,  which  would  have  been  more  expensive  than  the  corporation  required. 

6021.  The  nitrates,  of  cou7-se,  result  from  the  complete  oxydization  of  certain  animal 
matters  ? — Yes. 

6022.  And  that,  although  a quick  process,  is  still  one  which  requii'es  a certain  time 
and  a certain  extent  of  filter  for  its  operation? — Yes,  and  a certain  stratification. 

6023.  Can  you  conceive  it  a thing  of  frequent  occurrence  that  these  waters  would  pass 
off,  containing  organic  matters  not  yet  completely  oxydized  into  nitrates  ? — Certainly. 

6024.  And  would  those  organic  matters  be  foetid  ? — They  might  be. 

6025.  So  that  you  would  consider  these  waters  unsafe  drinks  for  the  population  ? — 
Yes  ; I consider  these  waters  here  unsafe,  although  I know  that  some  of  these  waters  are 
used  by  portions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  I will  not  say  highly  approved  of,  but  at  all 
events,  no  fault  is  found  with  them. 

6026.  They  taste  cool  ? — They  taste  cool. 

6027.  (Chairman)  Is  your  own  well  derived  from  the  same  stratification  ? — It  is  ; it 
contains  a considerable  quantity  of  iron  and  sulphate  of  lime  ; it  is  a hard  water.  It  is  a 
very  pleasant  drinking  water,  but  I do  not  think  it  contains  much  animal  matter. 

6028.  The  stratification  seems  to  be  very  irregular  ? — Very  irregular.  This  water  to 
which  I allude  is  only  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  the  water  at  Mr.  Dobson’s, 
which  is  loaded  with  nitrates,  so  that  you  cannot  draw  any  conclusion  from  one  spring 
in  one  part  of  a locality,  as  to  what  its  neighbour  may  be.  When  you  examine  the 
stratification  you  will  find  that  two  springs,  which  are  all  but  contiguous  to  each  other, 
may  be  one  very  foul  with  nitrates  and  animal  matter  which  may  travel  there  from  a 
churchyard  a considerable  distance  off,  while  the  other,  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar 
formation,  will  be  quite  pure. 
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6029.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  ever  taken  any  notice  of  the  qualities  of  the  soil  here, 
as  regards  its  infiltration  with  organic  matters,  except  by  testing  the  springs  ? — I have 
not  examined  them  directly. 

6030.  {Chairman.)  What  is  your  view  of  the  stratification  here  with  reference  to  the 
interposition  of  the  sand  and  gravel  beds  among  the  clay  ? — I have  not  made  that  a 
subject  of  examination  ; my  information  is  all  derived  from  Mr.  Dobson. 

6031.  {Mr.  Simon)  In  analysing  these  waters  you  have  of  course  had  occasion  to 
evaporate  them  ; have  you  noticed  in  heating  them  any  offensive  smell  ? — Not  from  the 
waters  themselves  ; the  waters  are  very  clear  bright  waters. 

6032.  Have  you  from  their  residue  1 — From  their  residue  most  offensive. 

6033.  Have  you  noticed  it  in  the  residue  of  any  of  the  Whittle  Dean  waters  ? — Never. 

6034.  Of  the  Tyne  water  ? — I do  not  think  I ever  examined  the  Tyne  water  by  itself. 

6035.  Of  the  mixed  Whittle  Dean  and  Tyne ? — That  I do  not  remember;  it  is  such 
a long  time  since  I examined  the  mixed  Whittle  Dean  and  Tyne  ; but  T}^ne  water  I 
have  no  doubt  would  give  off  an  offensive  odour  just  in  the  same  way  as  Thames  water 
does. 

6036.  {Mr.  Arnott.)  Do  you  not  think  that  the  introduction  of  the  surface  water  into 
the  sewers  tends  to  purify  them  and  keep  them  clean  ? — -It  tends  to  carry  off  the 
matter  which  would  otherwise  adhere  to  the  sewers,  but  a great  proportion  of  that  which 
adheres  to  the  sewers  is  the  matter  which  is  washed  by  that  water  from  the  surface.  If 
you  examine  the  analysis  of  this  sewage  you  will  find  that  the  matter  which  forms  the 
sediment  there,  is  in  fact  mainly  the  abrasion  of  the  pavement  or  the  macadamizing, 
which  is  much  heavier  than  the  other  sewage  matter.  If  you  had  not  the  surface 
water,  I think  you  would  not  have  by  any  means  so  large  a deposit  in  the  sewers. 

6037.  Would  you  have  a sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  cleanse  the  heavy  matter 
out  of  the  sewers  ? — I think  the  matter  that  would  go  into  the  sewers  would  be  of  no 
great  specific  gravity  ; the  matter  washed  from  the  surface  is  the  insoluble  and  heavy 
matter. 

6038.  {Mr.  Clark)  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  town 
not  to  cany  the  surface  water  down  the  drains  ? — Yes,  with  a view  to  profit,  and  that 
would  pay  for  flushing  and  cleansing  the  sewers. 

6039.  I think  the  health  of  the  town  should  be  the  first  consideration ; and  the 
more  water  you  get  to  flush  the  sewers,  the  more  likely  they  are  to  be  kept  clean. 
As  it  is,  have  you  not  often  passed  down  the  streets,  and  almost  been  knocked  down  by 
the  smell? — Not  in  Newcastle. 

6040.  Have  you  ever  passed  down  Grainger  Street,  opposite  St.  John's  Lane? — 
Repeatedly. 

6041.  And  have  you  never  found  a smell?— No.  I have  found  a considerable  smell, 
certainly,  in  passing  down  Pudding  Chare  and  Rosemaiy  Lane ; but  I considered  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  surface  drainage,  and  not  the  sewers. 

{Mr.  Clark)  From  the  communications  made  by  open  drains  through  the  streets  with 
the  sewers,  and  from  the  want  of  water  passing  down  them,  the  smell  is  very  offensive  ; 
and  yet  the  doctor  seems  to  wish  to  withhold  all  the  water  of  the  surface  from  the 
sewers. 

{Dr.  Richardson.)  But  I would  allow  no  communication  between  these  sewers  and  the 
surface. 

6042.  {Mr.  Clark.)  Is  it  possible  that  the  water  in  the  water  pipes  may  have  been 
impregnated  with  animal  matter,  or  have  had  a smell  produced  in  it  by  these  pipes 
passing  through  soil  loaded  with  animal  matter  ? — Which  water  ? 

6043.  The  water  supplied  by  the  water  company  ? — I do  not  think  that  the  water  in 
passing  through  the  pipes  could  become  contaminated. 

6044.  {Mr.  Simon)  Would  you  consider  that  the  pressure  under  which  the  water  is 
distributed  would  be  a sufficient  guarantee  ? — I was  going  to  say  that  the  pressure  is 
towards  the  outside,  not  towards  the  inside.  It  is  not  like  a gas  pipe,  which  is 
occasionally  empty.  The  water  pipes  here  are  always  full. 

6045.  {Mr,  Clark)  Does  not  a great  accumulation  of  animal  matter  take  place  in  the 
soil  of  the  to'wn,  from  the  ash-pits  and  privies.  They  are  generally  sunk  two  or  three 
feet,  and  there  must  be  a subsiding  of  animal  matter  into  the  soil  from  tliem? — There  is 
no  doubt  that  these  springs  which  are  so  contaminated  with  nitrates  and  animal  matter, 
derive  a portion  of  their  nitrates  and  animal  matter  from  that  source. 

6046.  {Chairman)  You  did  not  find  much  foecal  matter  in  the  sewage  when  you  took 
the  water  thence  ? — The  only  characteristic  that  I remember  to  have  found  was  the  pre- 
sence of  soaj).  It  is  put  down  there  as  animal  matter,  but  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
the  origin  of  the  animal  matter,  the  only  characteristic  action  which  Ave  could  obtain 
was  that  of  soap. 

6047.  {Dr.  Robiuso)ij)  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  analyse  the  water  supply  from 
the  pants  themselves  ? — I do  not  know  of  anything  beyond  those  analyses  which  I have 
handed  in,  and  which,  I believe,  are  in  some  cases  of  the  pant  water. 

6048.  The  water  supplied  from  the  pants  tliemselves  ? — These  waters,  analysed  !y 
direction  of  tlie  corporation,  I believe  are  waters  from  some  of  the  pants, 
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T.Richardton,Esq.  6049.  It  is  important  to  ascertain  whether  the  waters  analysed  hy  you  were  taken  from 

the  wells  and  springs,  or  from  the  stand  pipes  ? — I think  from  both.  Some  of  the  waters 

26th  Jan.  1854.  j^ere  I know  had  been  taken  from  the  pants  ; that  will  be  given  by  the  headings.  I have 
not  yet  received  the  headings  beyond  tiiose  four  which  I have  enumerated. 

6050.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  they  general^  furnished  to  you  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  so  on  ? 
— Or  sometimes  with  the  date.  There  is  one  thing  which  I may  remark.  I believe  with 
respect  to  some  of  these  springs,  that  they  liad  previously  been  the  sources  of  supply  of 
water  to  the  inhabitants,  but  that  after  the  establishment  of  the  water  company  they 
had  been  abandoned  b}'-  the  corporation  ; and  therefore  that  the  water  recently  taken  out 
of  these  wells  was  in  some  measure  standage  water,  and  probably  more  saturated  than  it 
would  have  been  if  there  had  been  a frequent  pumping. 

6051.  (Ghairmcm.)  Do  you  mean  the  Spital  well,  for  instance? — Yes;  that  was 
recently  opened. 

6052.  That  had  been  shut  up  ? — Yes. 

6053.  And  the  Manors  well  ? — I do  not  know  about  the  Manors  well. 

6054.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Where  is  your  office  ? — Near  the  Literary  Society. 

6055.  In  what  street  ? — At  the  foot  of  Westgate  Street. 

6056.  (Chairman.)  Had  the  Haymarket  well  been  shut  up,  and  subsequently  opened? 
— Yes. 

6057.  And  the  one  near  Mr.  Dobson’s  house  ? — No  ; that  I think  had  not. 

6058.  (Mi'.  Arnott.)  None  of  the  water  from  those  wells  was  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  ? 
— No  ; they  were  opened  merely  for  analysis.  I am  informed  that  the  Spital  never  had 
been  a well,  but  it  was  merely  sunk  to  see  if  water  could  be  obtained  there. 

6059.  (Mr.  Simon)  You  said  that  you  sometimes  passed  through  Pudding  Chare  and 
found  a stink  ? — Yes  ; the  atmosphere  is  loaded  with  an  offensive  odour  generally. 

6060.  Have  you  happened  to  pass  through  any  other  of  the  narrow  passages  ? — No  ; 
that  is  a short  cut  which  I sometimes  take. 

6062.  Yo\i  do  not  pass  through  Denton  Chare? — No. 

6063.  Pudding  Chare  is  the  only  Chare  which  you  know  ? — That  I often  pass  through. 

6064.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  offer  on  the  quality  of  the  gas? — ^I  think  it  is  perhaps 
average  quality  ; it  contains  no  doubt  sulphnret  of  carbon,  but  there  is  no  means  to  destroy 
that ; it  is  always  present  in  coal  gas.  There  is  a certain  quantity  of  ammonia  in  it ; for 
we  find  that  tlie  water  condensed  from  the  gas  contains  sulphate  of  ammonia,  and  that 
may  come  from  the  sulphuret  of  carbon. 

6065.  Plave  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  injury  said  to  be  inflicted  upon  books 
at  the  higher  levels  of  rooms  I — No  experience  of  my  own. 

6066.  What  should  you  attribute  it  to  ? — It  might  l)e  attributed  to  the  sulphurous  acid 
which  is  evolved  by  the  combustion  of  the  sulphur. 

6067.  Would  it  exist  uncombined  ? — It  would  depend  upon  whether  there  was  more 
sulphur  or  more  ammonia.  Faraday,  Avho  examined  that  subject  very  minutely  in  London, 
found  that  it  was  sulphurous  acid  which  was  in  excess  that  injured  the  books  in  the 
Athenaeum  ; the  ammonia  was  removed. 

6068.  {Dr.  Robinson.)  Is  not  sulphuric  acid  sometimes  found  on  combustion  in  impure 
gas  ?— I think  not,  unless  there  is  a base  to  combine  with  it ; then  sulphate  of  ammonia 
is  formed  ; but  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  not  formed  in  the  first  instance,  but  sulphite. 

6069.  It  would  be  but  a small  proportion  of  sulphur.  Would  not  the  intense  heat 
cause  the  combination  of  that  sulphur,  and  so  cause  sulphuric  acid  ? — I think  not. 

6070.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  wish  to  remark  ? — 
Nothing  Avhich  occurs  to  me,  I think,  beyond  what  I have  alluded  to. 

6071.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  anything  to  offer  on  the  causes  of  the  cholera  ? — There 
are  many  opinions  upon  the  subject.  As  far  as  I myself  can  offer  any  opinion,  it  appears 
to  me  due  to  an  atmospheric  cause ; some  change  in  the  condition  of  the  oxygen. 

6072.  Have  you  kept  any  ozone  meter ? — No;  I regretted  when  the  cholera  came  to 
Newcastle,  that  we  had  not  kept  an  instrument  determining  the  presence  of  ozone.  That 
might  have  thrown  some  light  upon  the  subject. 

6073.  Did  you  make  any  barometrical  observations  ? — No ; they  were  kept  at  the 
Literary  Society  diiring  the  Avhole  of  the  time. 

6074.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  peculiar  phenomena  were  observed  ? — I am  not. 

6075.  There  was  a great  stagnation  of  the  atmosphere  ? — Very  great,  and  it  seemed  to 
be  loaded  with  moisture. 

6076.  Both  Avlfich  circumstances,  concurring  with  the  high  temperature,  would  of 
course  give  gxeat  development  to  the  decomposition,  and  to  the  effects  of  the  decomposi- 
tion, of  any  local  filth  which  might  exist? — No  doubt  it  would  promote  the  decomposition 
of  many  matters  likely  to  undergo  decomposition;  and  then  again  the  absence  of  a 
considerable  quantity  of  ozone  to  thoroughly  oxydize  those  matters,  so  as  to  remove  any 
injurious  effects  arising  from  them,  would  be  a further  evil. 

6077.  You  were  not,  however,  able  to  make  any  precise  observations  as  to  defective 
oxydization  of  organic  matters  at  that  time  ? — No  ; but  the  ozone  would  have  determined 
that. 

6078.  Any  electrical  observations  ? — No  ; I was  employed  chiefly  in  prepariug  a great 
number  of  compounds  to  try  them  upon  cholera  patients. 
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6079.  Were  any  of  them  found  successful  ? — I do  not  know  whether  we  could  attribute 
any  success  to  them.  In  some  instances  they  were  ; but  I do  not  know  whether  the 
patient  would  not  have  recovered  without  the  remedy  ; that  is  to  say,  we  could  not  trace 
the  cure  to  the  substance  which  we  employed. 

6080.  {Mr.  Clark)  Did  you  ever  make  any  analysis  of  the  secretion  of  excrements  ? — No. 

6081.  Do  not  you  think  that  you  would  have  been  very  usefully  employed  in  that  way 
to  the  public  ? — If  I had  thought  that  the  result  would  have  thrown  any  light  upon  the 
subject  we  should  have  done  it ; but  I do  not  tliink  that  chemistry  is  sufficiently  far 
advanced  yet  to  be  employed  in  that  way. 

6082.  You  thought  that  you  were  more  usefully  employed  upon  the  water  ? — No  ; I 
think  I was  more  usefully  employed  in  trying  to  devise  some  remedy,  or  suggest  something 
which  would  act  beneficially.  A great  many  persons  who  corresponded  with  me  at  the 
time  suggested  different  remedies. 


Mr.  Edward  Miller,  sworn. 

6083.  (Chairman)  It  has  been  considered  desirable  to  ascertain  very  precisely  from 
you  the  hours  and  times  (as  regards  high  and  low  water)  at  which  the  engine  of  the  water 
works,  of  which  we  understand  you  to  have  had  charge  during  the  late  epidemic,  was 
worked.  Can  you  teU  us  in  the  first  place  what  instructions  you  received  generally  as  to 
setting  the  engine  to  work,  or  from  whom  you  got  them,  and  so  on  ? — Of  course  when  we 
started,  if  it  were  high  water  this  morning  at  six  o’clock,  we  should  begin  pumping  about  ten. 

6081.  If  it  were  high  water  at  six  you  would  begin  at  ten? — Yes,  to  pump  out  of  the 
river  ; at  four  hours  after  high  water. 

6085.  How  long  did  you  continue  to  pump  ? — 2^  hours  to  2|. 

6086.  Do  you  ever  remember  any  occasion  on  which  jmu  pumped  except  at  those  times, 
namely,  from  four  or  four  and  a half  hours  after  high  water  to  low  water  ? — No,  that  was 
our  regular  time. 

6087.  {Mr.  Simon)  Can  you  from  your  own  knowledge  answer  for  it  that  you  never 
pumped  after  the  turn  of  the  tide  ? — Not  coming  up. 

6088.  That  you  can  positively  answer  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

6089.  Never  on  any  one  occasion  ? — Not  at  all. 

6090.  Should  you  have  known  it  if  it  had  been  done  ? — Yes,  of  course. 

6091.  {Mr.  Brooks)  Do  you  pump  when  the  tide  is  standing,  and  remains  a long  time 
still  before  the  flood  again  ? — No. 

6092.  {Mr.  Simon)  Did  you  never  on  any  occasion  pump  while  the  tide  was  stationary 
in  that  way? — No,  not  that  I am  aw’are  of 

6093.  {Mr.  Mason)  May  I ask  how  he  did  when  it  was  low  tide  during  midnight? — 
We  pumped  night  and  day. 

6094.  Did  you  pay  particular  attention  to  draw  it  from  the  river  at  the  proper  time? 
— Certainly ; we  had  the  tide-table  to  go  by ; we  could  go  by  nothing  else. 

6095.  {Chairman)  It  has  been  alleged  or  suggested  to  iis,  that  the  engine  chimney  at 
the  water  woiks  was  smoking  for  some  days  after  the  15th  of  September,  on  which  it  was 
stated  that  the  water  company  ceased  to  pump  water  from  the  river  Tyne.  What  have 
you  to  say  to  that? — It  never  did.  The  fire  was  put  out  on  the  15th,  and  there  was 
never  a fire  in  the  furnace  since. 

6096  {Mr.  Main)  At  what  time  on  the  15th  was  the  fire  put  out  ? — It  was  about 
11  o’clock  in  the  day  when  I got  orders  to  stop  the  engine,  and  I just  opened  the  fire 
and  let  it  out  gently. 

6097.  {Chairman)  Supposing  you  pumped  some  time  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  from 
the  river  into  the  tank  or  filter,  could  you  have  pumped  all  that  water  out  into  the  Arthur’s 
Hill  reservoir  the  same  day  ? — No. 

6098.  What  became  of  that  water  then  ? — It  is  standing  in  the  tank  still. 

6099.  {Mr.  Simon)  Did  you  ever  observe  a disagreeable  smell  in  the  water  which  you 
pumped  up  out  of  the  river  ? — I did  not. 

6100.  You  drank  it,  I suppose,  pretty  often? — Yes. 

6101.  {Mr.  Main)  Did  the  other  men  drink  it  ? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Main)  There  is  a point  about  the  freshes  on  which  Mr.  Eayne  spoke. 

6102.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Miller)  Did  your  occupation  lead  you  to  observe  the  state  of 
the  river  from  day  to  day  pretty  accurately? — No,  not  particularly;  but  we  observed  a 
very  great  deal  of  freshes  out.  About  the  27th  of  July  we  saw  freshes,  and  from  the 
27th  of  July  to  the  21st  of  August  we  were  pretty  clear.  Then  after  that  time  we  were 
never  clear  of  it  again ; the  river  was  full  of  freshes  after  that. 

6103.  Till  about  what  time  ? — Till  we  stopped.  It  did  not  come  away  in  great  floods, 
but  there  were  always  freshes  out. 

6104.  The  effect  of  it  was  perceptible  on  the  water  of  the  river?— -Yes. 

6105.  Was  it  muddy  ?— No,  a brown  colour. 

6106.  Did  the  water  look  pretty  clear  in  your  tanks  ? — Yes. 

6107.  Could  you  see  down  to  the  bottom  ?— No,  it  was  too  brown  for  that ; but  it  was 
pretty  clear  of  mud. 

6108.  Chiefly  the  peat  stain  ? — Yes. 
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31r.  F.  Dodds. 


Mr.  John  Barlow,  sworn, 

6109.  {Chairman)  Are  you  keeper  of  the  public  baths  and  wash-houses  erected  by  the 
corporation  in  Sandgate,  in  the  New  Koad? — Yes. 

6110.  How  many  years  have  you  been  so  ? — Five  years. 

6111.  Ever  since  their  establishment  % — Yes 

6112.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  had  opportunities  of  observing  the  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  at  the  baths  during  the  autumn  of  1 853  ? — Yes. 

6113.  Did  jmu  observe  any  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  during  July, 
August,  and  September  1853,  and  the  ordinary  quality  of  the  water  ? — It  was  woi'se  in 
Jidy  than  on  any  previous  occasion,  very  thick. 

6114.  Did  as  many  people  bathe  in  July  and  August  last  year  as  usually  bathe  in 
those  months  ? — We  had  not  as  many  this  last  year,  but  I do  not  think  it  was  owing  to 
the  water  itself  I think  the  weather  was  not  so  warm  this  last  year  as  it  was  in  the 
previous  year. 

6115.  Did  you  have  occasion  to  visit  the  room  where  the  water  is  boiled  for  the  hot 
baths  ? — Yes. 

6116.  Did  you  ever  notice,  in  that  room,  any  unpleasant  smell  arising  from  the  water? 
— No,  not  from  the  hot  water. 

6117.  Did  you  ever  notice  that  the  cold  water  had  an  unpleasant  smell? — never 
noticed  that  it  had  any  unpleasant  smell,  but  wlien  the  water  was  so  very  thick,  if  I 
took  a little  of  it  into  a glass,  there  was  not  a very  pleasant  ta  ste.  The  taste  was  bad 
after  it  had  stood  in  the  glass,  after  it  had  been  drawn  from  the  tap. 

6118.  How  long? — A single  hour  would  do  it,  that  is,  when  the  water  was  so  thick. 

6119.  Can  you  say  at  all  what  it  tasted  of? — No  ; I do  not  pretend  to  be  a chemist. 
I could  not  say  what  it  tasted  of  The  taste  was  not  pleasant. 

6120.  You  would  know  if  it  tasted  of  salt? — It  tasted  more  of  soda  than  anything 
else,  I think.  It  had  a soft  taste. 

6121.  Did  it  ta.ste  as  if  there  was  any  rotten  or  putrid  matter  in  it  of  any  kind? — No. 

6122.  {Chairman.)  How  long  did  the  water  continue  bad  ; you  have  said  that  in  July 
it  was  very  bad ; was  it  bad  from  July  till  September  ?— No  ; it  got  better  after  thaC 
As  soon  as  the  water  was  changed,  when  the  water  came  from  the  Whittle  Dean,  after 
they  had  done  pumping  from  the  river,  the  water  was  generally  very  clear.  It  was  only 
upon  certain  occasions  that  the  water  was  thick. 

6123.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints  as  to  the  arrangements  in  the  baths  or 
vmsh-houses  ? — No. 

6124.  Have  you  a mangling  room  attached  to  the  baths  and  wash-houses  ? — There  is  no 
mangle  attached  to  them. 

6125.  Have  you  never  heard  any  complaints  upon  that  point? — I have  heard  no 
complaints  from  any  individual,  only  thus  far,  that  people  who  come  to  wash  their  clothes 
have  sometimes  said  that  if  there  had  been  a mangle  there,  it  would  have  been  much 
better,  that  is  all. 

6126.  It  has  been  alleged  to  us  tliat  other  complaints  have  been  frequently  made  with 
reference  to  certain  arrangements  at  these  wash-houses ; you  yourself  liave  never  heard 
of  them  ? — No  ; there  is  nothing,  I think,  of  any  consequence  that  I can  recollect. 

6127.  {Mr.  Arnott)  Have  you  any  return  of  the  number  of  people  who  have  bathed 
there  ? — Yes.  I did  not  make  it  out  for  this  purpose. 

The  witness  delivered  in  the  same. 

6128.  {Chairman)  The  use  of  the  bath  seems  to  have  declined  from  the  year  1850  to 
a slight  extent  ? — Not  the  warm  baths  ; they  have  increased  ; but  the  plunge  bath  has 
decreased.  We  had  not  any  shower  baths  the  first  year. 

6129.  Then  the  only  point  in  which  there  has  been  any  serious  decrease  has  been  the 
use  of  the  plunge  bath  ; and  the  sum  derived  from  it  seems  to  have  been  very  trifling  ? — 
Yes  ; there  was  a considerable  decrease. 

6130.  What  is  the  reason  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  warm  baths  between 
1852  and  1853? — Some  other  baths  had  been  established,  and  they  operated  upon  it  a 
good  deal. 


Mr.  Foster  Dodds,  sworn. 

6131.  {Chairman)  We  have  had  rather  conflicting  evidence  given  before  us  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  water  during  the  late  epidemic ; and  we  thought  that  where  water  was 
used  in  large  quantities,  as  in  subscription  and  public  baths,  the  keepers  of  those  places 
would  certainly  have  some  little  knowledge  of  the  matter.  You  are,  I believe,  the  keeper 
of  some  public  subscription  baths  which  have  existed  how  long  in  this  town  ? — 1 believe 
nearly  u})on  tAventy  years,  but  I have  only  been  fourteen  months  there  myself 

6132.  You  were  keeper  during  the  recent  epidemic? — I was. 

6133.  Did  you  notice  anything  with  regard  to  the  water  at  any  time  in  the  course  of 
last  year  ?— Not  in  particular,  except  its  being  discoloured. 

6134.  Did  you  never  notice  it  thick? — It  varied  very  much.  Sometimes  it  was  thicker 
than  at  other  times. 
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6135.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  quality  of  the  water;  was  it  good,  bad,  or 
indifferent  ? — So  far  as  I was  concerned  in  using  it  as  a bath,  it  answered  the  purpose 
very  well. 

6136.  {Mr.  Simon.)  How  did  it  answer  as  a drinking  water  ? — I cannot  speak  to  its 
effects.  I used  it  myself 

6137.  Hid  you  like  the  taste  of  it? — There  was  no  disagreeable  taste  that  I felt.  Its 
appearance  was  more  so  than  its  taste. 

6138.  {Chairman)  When  you  boiled  the  water,  did  you  ever  smell  anything  offensive  ? 
— No,  nothing  particular. 

6139.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Do  you  ever  have  any  unpleasant  smell  from  it  ? — No,  not  that  I 
can  say. 

6140.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  notice  any  change  in  the  water  if  it  were  allowed  to  stand 
for  an  hour  or  so  after  it  was  drawn  ? — It  settled  a good  deal.  There  was  a sediment  at 
the  bottom. 

6141.  Did  you  notice  anything  further  ? — Nothing  further. 

6142.  {Mr.  Simon)  If  you  left  any  considerable  quantity  of  water  in  a bath,  did  you 
notice  whether  it  had  any  disagreeable  smell  after  a few  hours  ? — No,  I never  observed 
it ; in  fact,  it  never  had  time  to  stand  in  the  baths. 

6143.  {Chairman)  Did  you  ever  happen  to  draw  any  into  a pitcher  or  a glass  ? — Yes, 
we  frequently  drew  it  into  glass  bottles ; and  when  it  got  so  much  discoloured  I got 
pump  water  from  a neighbour. 

6144.  Had  you  been  accustomed  to  drink  it  before  then  ? — Yes,  I had  myself 

6145.  And  you  discontinued  it  ? — Yes. 

6146.  But  you  never  noticed  any  bad  smell  ? — No, 

6147.  Nor  anything  particularly  bad  in  the  taste  ? — No,  not  that  I complain  of 

6148.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Did  any  of  the  people  in  your  house  complain  of  the  taste  of  it  ? 
— No,  none. 

6149.  Or  of  the  smell  ? — No. 

6150.  {Chairman.)  Nor  any  people  that  used  the  baths? — No;  I never  heard  any 
complaint,  notliing  but  of  its  being  discoloured.  There  were  complaints  about  that, 
although  they  took  the  baths  at  tlie  same  time. 

6151.  Was  there  any  falling  off  in  the  use  of  the  baths  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September  last  ? — Very  much  indeed  in  September. 

6152.  I mean  as  compared  with  previous  years? — I am  not  aware  of  that.  I have 
only  been  here  fourteen  months. 


William  Woods,  Esq.  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hebron,  sworn. 

6153.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Woods)  You  are  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  gas  company? — Yes. 

6154.  {To  Mr.  Hebron)  And  you  are  secretary  to  the  gas  company? — I am. 

6155.  Was  that  company  established  under  a local  Act  of  the  year  1846  ? — {Air.  Woods) 
No,  it  was  not. 

6156.  Under  Avhat  Act  then?— No  Act  of  Parliament  at  all. 

6157.  By  what  authority  then  do  you  exist  ? — The  company  is  a subscription  company; 
and  from  the  authority  of  the  corporation  we  had  privilege  to  break  up  the  streets  to  lay 
tlie  pipes.  It  occurred  a great  many  years  ago,  as  far  back  as  1818. 

6158.  Is  that  the  Union  gas  company? — Yes;  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Union 
gas  light  company. 

6159.  I have  in  my  hand  a local  Act  of  the  year  1846,  entitled  “ An  Act  for  lighting 
“ with  gas  the  borough  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  for  varying  and  extending  tlie 
“ powers  of  the  several  Acts  for  regulating  and  improving  the  said  borougli.”  Tliat  Act 
authorizes  the  establishment  of  a new  gas  company  of  which  the  town  council  were  to  be 
charged  with  the  formation  ; and  also  authorizes  them  to  buy  up  a certain  old  Union  gas 
company,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

6160.  If  I understand  you  then,  the  provisions  of  that  Act  have  never  been  carried 
Out  ? — They  have  not. 

6161.  {Air.  Arnott.)  There  were  several  conferences  between  the  directors  of  the  gas 
company  and  the  corporation  upon  the  subject? — There  were;  the  subject  was  ably 
discussed  in  the  council  of  Newcastle,  but  there  has  not  yet  been  any  arrangement  for 
the  corpoi'ation  taking  the  works. 

6162.  {Chairman.)  The  power  to  purchase  the  Union  gas  works  contained  in  the 
28th  section  of  this  Act  in  tact  has  never  been  made  use  of? — It  has  not. 

6163.  What  we  wanted  a little  information  from  you  about  was  with  reference  to  the 
allegations  which  have  been  made  before  us  as  to  your  gas  being  bad? — Tliinking  it  would 
be  satisfxctory  to  you  to  liave  an  answer  to  those  allegations,  I requested  the  superintendent 
or  the  manager  of  the  woiks  to  be  here,  and  also  a chemist  of  great  celebrity  who  has 
particularly  attended  to  the  manufacture  of  the  gas  in  our  establishments,  and  also  in  another 
establishment  in  the  neighbourhood,  certainly  a private  gas-work,  but  formed  by  perhaps 
some  of  the  most  eminent  chemists  and  manufacturers  of  the  day ; that  is,  Mes.srs.  Lee 
and  Company,  of  the  Felling  alkali  works,  the  greatest  alkali  works  we  have.  They 
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have  turned  their  attention  very  much  to  the  manufacture  of  gas,  certainly  upon  a 
comparatively  small  scale;  they  have  not  perhaps  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  retorts,  but 
still  quite  sufiicient  to  try  every  requisite  experiment  to  produce  perfect  gas.  The  chemist 
whom  I wish  to  call  here  has  been  in  constant  communication  with  Messrs.  Lee  and  Com- 
pany, and  he  has  also  taken  out  a patent  for  the  removal  of  the  ammonia.  As  far  as 
regards  the  gas  of  Newcastle,  1 do  not  think  there  is  any  product  that  we  have  to 
contend  with  more  than  ammonia.  It  is  entirely  destitute  of  sulphur.  We  have  succeeded 
in  that  completely.  In  the  ammonia  we  have  not ; but  that  is  very  much  mitigated, 
and  I believe  that  ammonia  is  the  cause  of  the  deterioration  of  the  books  of  fibraries. 
It  is  the  case  in  all  libraries  where  gas  is  used,  and  where  there  is  not  a very  perfect 
ventilation  ; and  also  where  the  regulation  of  the  flame  is  not  attended  to  so  as  to  effect  a 
perfect  combustion.  I believe  there  is  a peculiar  affinity  between  ammonia  and  leather, 
which  softens  the  leather  and  destroys  it  in  the  end.  I believe  that  in  the  British 
Museum  and  many  other  libraries  that  I know  of  in  the  kingdom,  that  is  the  effect. 

61 6I.  Is  that  gentleman  here  ? — He  is. 

61 65.  We  have  had  allegations  to  the  effect  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  presence  of 
sulphur  was  very  discernible  during  and  after  the  combustion  of  the  gas,  so  that  by 
wetting  your  fiuger,  and  passing  it  along  the  binding  of  the  books,  you  could  taste  the 
sulphuric  acid  ; and  that  in  the  fluid  condensed  in  the  ventilation  pipes  above  the  gas 
burners  the  presence  of  sulphurous  acid  was  obvious  ? — That  might  be  the  case 
if  the  flame  was  disregarded.  If,  instead  of  a flame  of  two  or  two  and  a half  inches  to  a 
large  argand  burner,  it  was  permitted  to  flai’e  up  to  the  extent  of  six  or  seven  inches,  I 
could  not  answer  for  the  consequences. 


6166.  {Mr.  Simon)  You  believe  that  with  careless  burning  it  would  produce  sulphurous 
acid  ? — I am  not  sufficient  chemist  to  give  an  opinion  upon  that  point ; but  that  question 


will  be  completely  answered  by  Mr.  Losh,  who  is  a professional  man. 

6167.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Hebron)  Are  you  cognizant  of  any  complaints  having  been 
made  to  the  company  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  gas  ? — Very  few.  I should  say 
that  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  complaints  made  to  the  company  about  the  gas  were 
more  as  to  quantity  than  quality.  Those  generally  arose  from  local  defects  in  the  service 
pipes. 

6168.  {Mr.  Simon)  Can  you  hand  in  an  analysis  of  your  gas? — {Mr.  Losh.)  I have 
no  analysis ; I never  did  anything  beyond  testing  for  ammonia  and  sulphur. 

6169.  What  was  the  effect  of  your  testing  for  sulphur? — From  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
it  was  quite  fi-ee.  That  point  will  be  determined  more  minutely  by  testing  the  gas  now. 

6170.  At  present  ? — ^I  should  say  so.  It  is  a simple  thing  ; it  is  so  simple  to  test  for 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  that  it  is  done  in  a moment. 

6171.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Hebron)  Am  I to  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have 
ever  had  any  complaints  as  to  quality? — I have. 

6172.  About  what  time  ? — I should  say  we  have  always  had  complaints  of  the  quality. 

6173.  You  mean  occasionally,  from  time  to  time? — Yes;  but  I do  not  mean  to  say 
that  those  complaints  are  correct.  Many  people  complain  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  gas 
in  consequence  of  its  smoking  a great  deal.  Now,  it  is  a well  known  fact  that  the  richer 
the  gas,  the  more  smoke  is  given  off',  if  it  is  not  properly  consumed ; and  parties  are  often 
very  much  surprised  indeed  when  I tell  them  so. 

6171.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Losh)  Have  you  any  analysis  of  the  products  of  combustion 
of  this  gas  ? — No,  I never  made  any  analysis  of  the  gas.  I never  did  anything  beyond 
testing  for  ammonia  and  sulphur. 

6175.  On  many  occasions  have  you  done  that? — Frequently. 

{Mr.  Hebron)  As  a general  thing,  I should  say  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  where 
parties  have  complained  of  the  quality,  it  was  not  of  any  impiuity  which  they  could 
detect  in  the  gas,  but  that  it  smoked  so  much.  And  we  generally  found  that  it  arose  from 
some  imperfection  in  the  burners,  which  was  easily  rectified. 

6176.  {Chairman)  It  arose,  in  your  opinion,  from  an  improper  consumption  of  the 
gas  ? — Yes. 

6177.  But  you  never  had  any  analysis  of  the  gas,  or  of  the  products  of  combustion, 

made  to  ascertain  the  fact? — No.  That  properly  belongs  to  the  superintendent’s 

department. 

6178.  Lias  he  ?— I do  not  know.  I know  he  has  been  engaged  in  chemical  experiments; 
but,  it  being  totally  independent  of  my  duties,  I do  not  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

6179.  Could  you  put  in  any  statement  of  the  means  which  you  use  in  your  works  for 
the  purification  of  the  gas  ? — Mr.  Losh  can  inform  you  completely  on  that  subject,  and 
the  superintendent. 

6180.  {Mr.  Simon)  How  do  you  dispose  of  your  refuse  ? — We  dispose  of  all  the 
ammoniacal  liquor  to  Messrs.  Lee  and  Company,  now  Pattinson  and  Company,  at  the 
Felling  chemical  works. 

6181.  And  the  other  refuse  ? — The  tar  is  manufactured  into  asphalt  and  into  jiitch. 

6182.  Where  ? — In  Gateshead.  The  works  belong  to  the  company,  but  they  are  let  to 
a tenant. 

6183.  Do  you  hear  of  any  complaints  of  nuisance  in  that  neighbouiLood  from  those 
works  ? — I never  heard  of  any. 
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6184  {To  Mr.  Woods)  Have  you  ? — Never., 

( Mr.  Hebron.)  They  have  a glue  maiiufactury  close  alongside  of  them. 

{Mr.  Woods.)  That  is  more  offensive  a good  deal. 

6185.  {To  Mr.  Hebron)  You  think  that  would  cover  the  smell  ? — I think  so. 

6186.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Woods)  Is  there  any  other  point  with  reference  to  our  inquiry 
on  which  you  would  wish  to  offer  us  any  evidence  ? — I do  not  know  of  any.  We  are  here 
prepared  to  enter  into  any  explanation  that  may  he  required  on  the  part  of  the  gas 
company. 

6187.  I mean  apart  from  the  question  of  the  gas,  are  there  any  other  points  of  our 
inquiry  on  which  you  would  like  to  offer  evidence  ? — I scarcely  think  there  are,  because 
all  your  inquiries,  I think,  have  been  so  very  well  answered,  and  generally  by  parties 
much  more  competent  than  myself  I have  my  own  opinions  as  regards  sevei'al  matters. 

I do  not  think  that  the  cholera  can  be  ascribable  to  the  Tyne  water  ; and  I do  not  -think 
that  Newcastle  can  be  fully  and  amply  supplied  with  water  but  by  resorting  to  the  Tyne. 

I may  say  that  for  the  last  thirty  years  I have  been  intimately  connected  with  water- 
works in  Newcastle,  but  certainly  not  with  the  present  company;  and  my  impression  is, 
that  if  the  water  had  been  drawn  from  the  Tyne  above  the  influx  of  the  tide,  no 
complaint  either  of  quantity  or  quality  would  ever  have  been  made  in  Newcastle  against 
the  water  company.  That  is  my  impression.  There  is  a place  called  Newburn  Haughs, 
where  there  is  a natural  filter  bed  of  fine  gravel,  the  extent  of  which  was  never  ascer- 
tained. The  water  might  have  been  drawn  at  that  point  from  the  Tyne,  and  I am  quite 
satisfied  that  no  complaint  would  ever  have  originated  against  the  company  either  as 
regards  quantity  or  quality  of  water.  As  regards  the  men  employed  in  the  gas  works, 
the  duties  of  the  firemen  are  certainly  very  laborious.  They  have  rest  occasionally, 
otherwise  they  could  not  get  through  the  duties.  The  drawing  of  the  retorts,  and  the 
charging  of  the  retorts,  requires  very  great  attention.  And  when  an  alarm  as  to  the  cholera 
took  place  (in  fact,  there  was  too  much  cause  for  it),  we  were  afraid  of  the  men  getting 
alarmed ; and  the  superintendent,  by  the  direction  of  the  medical  adviser,  was  allowed 
to  introduce  a certain  quantity  of  whiskey  into  the  water  that  they  drank.  This  was 
continued  for  a length  of  time.  It  satisfied  the  men,  and  I have  no  doubt  it  was 
beneficial,  because  the  men  rush  from  the  retorts  in  a heated  state  to  the  first  cold  water 
they  can  get  to.  When  the  cholera  appeared,  a medical  man  was  immediately  consulted 
and  retained  especially  for  the  works,  and  any  case  of  diarrhoea  was  at  once  attended 
to.  We  had  only,  I believe,  one  fatal  case.  The  man  recovered  from  the  first  stage  of  it 
— I believe  the  most  dangerous  stage — but  when  he  got  home  he  had  a drunken  wife, 
who  entirely  neglected  him  ; she  locked  the  door,  and  would  not  allow  anybody  to  come 
near  him,  and  he  was  found  dead  on  the  floor,  and  the  woman  in  a state  of  intoxication. 
That  man  might  have  been  saved  with  ordinary  care  and  attention. 

6188.  I forget  the  number  of  your  men  ? — 240  altogether  we  have  in  our  employ. 

6189.  Whereabouts  do  your  men  live  ?— They  live  in  various  places;  some  in  the 
works,  and  some  far  off.  There  is  one  thing  which  has  struck  me  as  very  important. 
In  Sandgate  we  have  one  of  our  largest  gas  holders,  and  there  is  a range  of  purifiers  and 
condensers,  which  are  now  very  extensive,  there  being  an  area  of  at  least  6,000  cubic  feet 
for  purifying  purposes  ; the  means  of  purification  in  two  years  have  increased  from  1,400 
feet  to  upwards  of  6,000.  Certainly  the  manufacture  of  gas  has  increased  very  much,  but 
not  in  a relative  proportion  at  all ; but  I wish  to  explain  that,  on  one  side  of  the  works,  is 
this  large  gas  holder  ; near  this  gas  holder,  only  divided  by  a narrow,  filthy  lane,  of  four  feet 
wide,  is  our  range  of  purifiers  and  condensers.  Now  it  so  happens — and  I have  my  authority 
from  Dr.  Charlton  (I  called  his  attention  to  this  block  of  buildings  between  the  two,  the 
breadth  being  only  four  feet  from  the  front  of  these  houses  to  the  range  of  purifiers) — 
that  there  was  not  a single  case  of  cholera,  or  even  diarrhoea,  in  this  lane. 

6190.  What  is  the  name  of  the  place  ?— I think  it  is  almost  nameless,  for  I never 
heard  a name  to  it  ; but  there  is  one  miserable  place  which  I saw  almost  every  day,  and 
I dreaded  serious  effects  from  that  place.  It  was  inhabited  by  some  very  low  Irish. 
The  landlord  himself  had  such  a dread  of  one  part,  a sort  of  back  room,  of  these 
premises,  that  he  had  it  fastened  up  ; and  these  people  who  took  the  other  part  contrived 
to  open  it,  and  they  absolutely  let  this  place,  which  the  landlord  did  not  think  was  fit 
either  for  man  or  beast,  for  Is.  9cZ.  a week,  and  it  was  crowded  frequentl}^  at  night ; but 
stiU,  ni)twithstanding  this,  there  was  not  a single  case  of  diarrhoea  or  cholera  in  that 
block  of  buildings. 

6191.  How  many  families  do  you  think  there  were  ? — I should  think  altogether  there 
would  be  fourteen  or  fifteen  families  in  the  line  of  buildings,  perhaps  more. 

6192.  You  are  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  premises? — So  far  as 
seeing  them  four  or  five  times  a week. 

6193.  From  what  you  saw  of  the  outside? — Yes,  and  I got  Dr.  Charlton  to  go  into 
this  miserable  place.  It  is  now  razed  to  the  ground.  Whilst  this  block  of  buddings, 
which  we  thought  peculiarly  and  dangerously  situated,  was  exempt  from  disease,  two 
lanes  further  to  the  west  some  distance  contributed  very  many  cases ; so  that  we 
congratulated  ourselves  that  what  arose  from  gas  was  rather  disinfective  than 
anything  else. 
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6194.  Have  3’on  made  yourself  personally  or  intimately  acquainted  with  the  relative 
states  of  the  two  blocks  of  houses,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  obtain  accurate  information 
upon  that  point  ? — I could  not  answer  that  question  accurately. 

6195.  (il/r.  Simon  to  Mr.  Losh.)  Will  you  mention  the  result  of  the  experiment  which 
you  have  just  made? — We  have  tested  the  gas  for  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  have  not 
found  a trace.  Dr.  Richardson  was  present. 

6196.  Do  you  believe  that,  from  any  other  cause,  sulphuric  or  sulphurous  acid  would 
be  formed  in  the  combustion  of  that  gas  ? — I do  believe  that  a small  portion  of 
sulphurous  acid  would  be  formed  from  the  decomposition  of  the  sulphuret  of  carbon, 
which  always  exists.  I believe  no  gas  is  free  from  it. 

6197.  (Chairman.)  Is  it  a common  thing  to  have  it  to  such  an  extent  as  to  have  the 
joints  of  the  taps  and  cocks  corroded,  and  so  on  ? — I have  never  observed  it.  I should 
think  that  it  is  almost  certain  to  be  the  case  where  the  water  condenses  in  the  pipe. 
There  always  will  be  a certain  portion  of  water  condensing  in  the  pipe,  and  of  course 
the  joints  will  rust. 

6198.  We  have  had  evidence  from  one  or  two  gentlemen  to  the  effect  that  these  taps 
and  cocks  appeared  to  be  corroded  ? — I should  think  it  a very  likely  case  to  occur.  All 
gas  does  condense  upon  the  pipes,  and  a slight  corrosion  will  take  place,  especially  it 
ammonia  is  present,  which  it  is. 

6199.  Is  it  a usual  thing? — I cannot  speak  as  to  that,  for  I never  observed  it;  but  I 
should  think  it  very  likely  to  be  the  case. 

6200.  (To  Mr.  Arnott,  superintendent  of  the  gas  works.)  What  is  your  impression? — 
At  the  time  when  one  of  the  valves  broke,  we  had  a good  many  complaints. 

6201.  Have  you  ever  known  similar  complaints  at  any  other  time  as  to  that  effect  ? — 
No. 

6202.  (Mr.  Simon.)  What  do  }mu  do  with  the  refuse  of  your  lime-purifier  ? — We  give  it 
away  to  any  farmer  that  chooses  to  come  for  it,  and  when  they  do  not  come  for  it  we  cart 
it  away. 

6203.  Where,  in  that  case,  do  you  cart  it  to  ? — To  the  out  part  of  the  town. 

6204.  In  what  neighbourhood  ? — It  is  at  a part  called  Shield  Field. 

6205.  Do  the  people  there  like  it  ? — I never  heard  an^"  complaint,  but  there  is  verj 
seldom  anything  taken  there  because  mostly  the  farmers  take  it  away. 

6206.  (Chairman)  Was  not  the  refuse  from  the  gas-works  at  one  time  thrown  a good 
deal  into  Pandon  Dean  somewhere  ? — Yes,  where  the  railway  goods  station  now  stands. 

6207.  (Mr.  Simon.)  AVith  the  refuse  of  yoiu  lime-purifier? — Yes,  and  likewise  the  dross 
from  the  works  themselves. 

6208.  (Chairman)  At  that  time  was  not  there  a good  deal  of  complaint  ? — No  ; there 
was  no  person  near  it  that  had  cause  to  complain. 

6209.  (Mr.  Simon)  But  did  they  complain  ? — Sometimes  they  complained  in  the 
morning  ; it  was  generally  away  before  they  were  up  of  a morning.  When  we  found  any 
complaint,  we  generally  took  it  away  in  the  morning. 

6210.  Was  it  with  the  knowledge  of  the  authorities  of  the  town  that  you  used  this 
material  to  fill  up  that  space  ? — I do  not  think  we  had  such  authority  ; merely  the  jierson 
who  had  the  place  to  receive  deposit  allowed  the  deposit.  We  paid  twopence  per  load. 

6211.  And  lately  }mu  have  taken  to  empty  it  onto  the  Shield  Field? — Very  little, 
because  the  farmers  mostly  take  it  away. 

6212.  How  long  has  that  been  the  case  ? — About  five  months  now. 

6213.  Do  you  send  it  in  cart  loads? — Cart  loads. 

6214.  Can  you  let  us  know  how  many  cart  loads  were  discharged  in  this  neighbourhood 
during  the  year  terminating  on  the  1st  of  September  1853? — We  did  not  keep  the  lime 
distinct  from  the  other  rubbish  ; as  a load  was  taken  away  we  did  not  care  what  it  was. 

6215.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  cart  loads  of  rubbish  you  sent  away  from  }mur  works 
to  be  carted  to  this  place  ? — The  books  wmuld  show. 

(Mr.  Woods)  The  lime  would  not  be  a hundredth  part  of  the  rubbish  which  is  produced 
at  the  works.  There  is  all  the  refuse  from  setting  up  the  retorts,  the  old  brick  work,  and 
the  old  lime  that  is  connected  with  brick  work.  The  lime  from  the  purifiers  would  not 
be  a hundredth  part  of  the  rubbish  generated  at  the  gas-works ; there  are  all  the  ashes  too. 

6216.  (To  Mr.  Arnott.)  Shall  you  be  able  to  tell  us  about  what  proportion  of  that 
carting  of  rubbish  came  from  the  lime-purifiers  ?— No  ; because  we  kept  no  distinct  record. 

6217.  But  during  that  time  the  refuse  of  your  purifiers  habitually  came  to  this  particular 
place  ? — No  ; we  had  a great  part  taken  aAvay  by  the  farmers.  AVe  have  used  a very 
great  quantity  of  it  over  again  with  the  purifiers. 

6218.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  make  any 
statement  ? — None. 

6219.  (To  Mr.  Hebron)  Have  yon  anything  else  to  say  ? — I wish  to  clear  up  one 
point.  There  has  been  no  refuse  lime  de]iosited  in  Pandon  Dean  for  some  years,  I believe. 

6220.  (Mr.  Simon.)  But  in  Shield  Field? — In  Shield  Field,  there  has. 

6221.  Close  by  Pandon  Dean  ? — No,  it  is  a considerable  distance  from  where  we  formerly 
deposited. 
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6222.  In  the  line  of  Ridley  Villas  ? — {Mr.  Woods.)  It  is  rather  more  eastward.  In  the  first 
place,  the  quantity  of  actual  lime  used  is  very  easily  ascertained  ; a considerable  quantity 
of  that  is  sold,  when  we  have  used  it,  to  the  farmers;  it  is  only  when  the  works  are 
crowded  and  encumbered  that  a few  cart  loads  are  taken  away  to  make  room  , it  is  not 
the  general  practice  at  all,  because  the  farmers  Avill  give  fourpence  a load  for  it,  sometimes 
sixpence ; and  I expect  that  it  Avill  prove  still  more  valuable. 


Mr.  William  Septimus  Lose,  examined. 

6223.  {Chairman)  Have  you  on  several  occasions  analysed  the  gas  here  ? — Repeatedly, 
both  for  sulphur  and  ammonia,  with  a vieAV  to  obtain  the  ammonia  from  the  gas. 

6224.  What  has  been  the  result  of  your  analysis  ? — I have  always  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a large  quantity  of  ammonia,  but  very  seldom  any  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 
Sulphur  does  exist  in  the  gas  as  sulphuret  of  carbon,  but  not  as  sulphuretted  hjolrogen. 
I have  hardly  ever  detected  its  presence. 

6225.  {Mr.  Simon.)  To  the  ammonia  and  the  presence  of  water  you  attribute  tlie 
corrosion  of  the  book  bindings  ? — That  I certainly  should. 

6226.  Not  to  sulphurous  or  sulphuric  acid  ? — I tliink  if  that  were  present  it  Avould 
assist ; and  I believe  it  always  is  ju-esent  from  the  sulphuret  of  carbon,  as  I stated  before  ; 
but  I believe  that  the  ammonia  has  much  more  action  on  the  leather  than  sulphur. 

6227.  They  would  not  of  course  be  existing  in  the  presence  of  one  another  Avithout 
being  combined  together  ? — They  would  exist  as  a compound,  either  as  a sulphate  of 
ammonia  or  a sulphite  of  ammonia. 

6228.  Would  sulphate  of  ammonia  corrode  book  covers  ? — I should  think  it  would. 

6229.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  ever  found  any  appreciable  quantity  of  sulphur  in  it  ? — 
Never;  but  I Avish  it  to  be  understood  that  I neA^er  tested  the  gas,  except  Avith  the  vicAV 
of  detecting  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  ammonia.  I have  always  obtained  ammonia  in 
very  considei’able  quantities,  but  I never  detected,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
slight  traces,  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the  gas.  The  products  of  combustion  Avould 
decompose  the  sulphuret  of  carbon  which  exists  in  all  gas. 

6230.  {Mr.  Simon.)  What  will  be  the  products  of  combustion  in  this  gas  ? — I belicA^e 
first  of  all  sulphurous  acid,  which  would  unite  with  the  ammonia  and  form  sulphite  or 
sulphate  of  ammonia,. 

6231.  Do  you  conceive  that  to  be  a good  gas  Avhich  Avould  leaA'^c  much  ammonia  as  the 
result  of  its  combustion? — I believe  that  all  gas  Avould. 

6232.  In  a large  quantity  ? — It  Avould  A^ary  according  to  the  coal  used  ; various 
qualities  of  coal  contain  more  or  less  ammonia. 

6233.  {Chanrman.)  Can  you  compare  the  gas  here  Avith  the  ordinary  gas  iji  London  or 
elsewhere? — I cannot;  I have  never  made  any  experiments  upon  the  Lojidon  gas,  nor 
have  I made  any  upon  any  gas  made  in  London  ; but  I have  Avitli  the  gas  made  at 
Ulverston,  Avhich  is  made  entirely  from  cannel  coal ; it  contains  fidly  as  mucli  ammouia 
as  the  gas  of  Newcastle. 

6234.  And  sulphur  ? — Sulphur  about  the  same. 

6235.  To  jmur  knowledge  there  is  nothing  unusually  noxious  about  the  gas  ? — I sliould 
not  think  so.  I do  not  profess  to  know  veiy  much  about  it,  more  than  that  I have  l)een 
Avorking  at  it  occasionally^ ; hut  I should  say  the  gas  here  is  pretty  equal  to  the  ordinary 
run  of  gas  that  I have  seen,  either  in  Carlisle,  Durham  or  Ulverston.  In  those  three 
towns  I happen  to  have  seen  a good  deal  of  the  gas,  and  1 sliould  say  that  the  gas  here 
is  fully  equal  to  it. 

6236.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  Avhich  you  Avould  Avish  to  make  any  statement  ? — 
No,  I think  not.  My  impression  is,  that  the  gas  here  is  Amry  much  the  average  gas  of 
the  kingdom.  I do  not  think  that  the  system  of  purification  is  ditierent  from  Avhat  it  is 
in  any  Avorks  that  I have  seen.  It  is  simply  to  pass  it  through  dry  lime  in  suiiicicnt 
quantities  to  remove  all  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

6237-  Are  you  acquainted  with  tlie  Avorks  here  ? — With  almost  every  Avork  on  the 
river  I am  acquainted. 

6238.  You  do  not  see  in  the  gas  Avorks,  to  AAdiich  Ave  are  alluding,  any  deficiency  of  the 
proper  means  of  purification  ? — Not  at  all ; I have  aLvays  found  them  anxious  to  improve 
the  gas.  I have  been  with  Mr.  Arnott  their  niiinager  frequently,  and  have  lieen  consulted 
by  him  as  to  tlie  means  of  improA-ing  or  purifying  it  ; ami  in  consequence  of  that,  Ave 
have  hit  upon  a system  c>f  obtaining  the  ammonia,  Avhich  I expect  will  be  very  elhcacious. 

6239.  How  many  months  or  years  have  you  been  so  engaged? — For  the  last  two  years 
I have  been  more  or  less  in  the  Avorks. 

6240.  Considting  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  state  of  the  gas  ? — Yes. 
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and, 

Mr.  T.  Hebron. 
26th  Jan.  1854. 
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Mr,  G.  Hvnter. 


30th  Jan.  1854. 


Mr.  George  Hunter,  swoi-n. 

6241.  {Chairman)  You  are  a member  of  the  town  council  and  of  the  board  of 
guardians  ? —Yes.  In  the  first  week  of  August  J 853  a gentleman  was  over  here  from 
Hamburgli,  and  he  stated  that  cholera  had  broken  out  in  Hamburgh  very  fearfully.  I 
told  him  I was  obliged  to  him  for  the  information,  and,  as  a member  of  the  board  of 
guardians,  I went  direct  to  our  inspector  of  nuisances,  and  told  him  that  he  was  to 
prepare  and  get  the  whole  of  the  lanes  and  the  short  streets  washed  out,  and  I think  you 
will  find  in  our  books  that  he  commenced  doing  it.  That  was  before  we  had  any  case  of 
cholera.  I likewise  examined  the  fruit  that  had  come  from  Hamburgh,  and  found  a great 
deal  of  it  bad.  Then  I went  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Little,  the  inspector  of  provisions,  and  he 
went  up  and  down  the  streets,  and  I think  he  collected  about  twenty  baskets,  belonging 
to  women  that  sell  fruit  in  the  streets.  They  were  taken  before  the  magistrates,  and 
condemned.  I asked  him  for  a return,  and  he  presented  me  with  this  {'producing  the 
following  paper) : 


To  the  Authorities  of  the  Borough  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Gentlemen, — I hereby  beg  to  inform  you  that,  during  the  months  of  August, 
September,  and  October,  by  virtue  of  my  office  as  inspector  of  provisions,  I seized  large 
quantities  of  fruit,  and  by  order  of  the  magistrates  caused  the  same  to  be  destroyed,  in 
consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera.  I was  also  instructed  by  many  members  ot 
the  board  of  guardians,  but  particularly  by  Mr.  Councillor  George  Hunter,  who  is  also  a 
guardian,  that  I was  to  be  most  vigilant  in  detecting  and  destro}dng  whatever  I found  to 
be  impure  oi-  unfit  for  food.  I attended  the  Hamburgh  and  Eotterdam  wharves,  and 
seized  a quantity  of  plums,  which  I caused  to  be  destroyed.  Other  articles  of  provision 
were  also  seized  and  brought  before  the  magistrates,  and  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  7th  January  1854.  Ealph  Little. 

{Mr.  Hunter.)  About  a week  afterwards  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Brown  told  me 
that  one  of  his  sons  had  bought,  I think,  a pennyworth  of  pears  ; they  were  selling  at 
that  time  thirty  a penny  of  those  pears  ; and  it  had  given  him  the  cholera.  This  was 
about  a week  or  ten  days  afterwards,  perhaps  more  ; say  fourteen  days. 

6242.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  the  boy  die  ? — No.  It  would  be  the  beginning  of  September. 
I spoke  to  the  mayor,  and  these  women  were  prohibited  selling  the  fruit. 

6243.  {Chairman.)  That  was  after  the  first  cases  of  cholera? — Yes;  and  these  women 
were  prohibited  selling  fruit  in  the  streets.  Mr.  Little  went  down  to  the  boat,  and  this 
fi'uit  w'as  sent  oft*  to  Scotland.  In  the  beginning  of  September  (the  board  meeting  was 
on  the  Friday)  we  wrote  to  the  board  in  London. 

6244.  The  General  Board  of  Health? — No,  the  Poor  Law  Board.  We  stated  that 
there  had  been  a few  cases  of  cliolera,  and  they  wrote  back  to  state  that  they  hoped  it 
would  not  be  extensive.  Our  chairman  was  away;  the  vice-chairman  and  I went  up  on 
the  6th  of  September  to  our  board-room,  and  told  the  clerk  to  write  to  our  medical 
officers  and  our  relieving  ofticers,  that  whatever  assistance  was  necessary  they  were  to 
get  until  the  Friday  when  we  met.  We  met  every  Friday. 

6245.  What  was  the  date  of  those  letters? — The  6th  of  September. 

6246.  Was  that  addressed  to  all  the  five  medical  officers  ? — To  the  whole  of  them. 
This  is  a copy  of  it. 

The  vjitness  delivered^  in  the  same,  tvhich  is  as  follows : 

6th  September  1853. 

Dear  Sirs, — In  reference  to  your  report  as  to  the  existence  of  cholera  in  your  district, 
I beg  to  intimate  that,  until  the  meeting  of  the  board  on  Friday  first,  should  any  cases 
of  cholera  occur  where  nurses,  clothing,  &c.  may  be  required,  the  relieving  officers  have 
instructions  immediately  to  provide  the  same  upon  your  order.  In  the  mean  time  I 
shall  be  obliged  by  your  reporting  to  me  any  new  cases  which  may  occur. 

Mr.  William  Winship.  I am,  &c. 

Mr.  William  Newton.  George  Forster. 

A similar  letter  Avas  on  the  same  day  sent  to  the  other  medical  officers,  Mr.  Harvey, 
Mr.  M‘Nay,  and  Mr  Sang  (avIio  had  not  reported  any  cases  of  cholera  in  their  districts). 

Copy  of  letter  to  Believing  Officers. 

6th  September  1853. 

Dear  Sirs, — In  case  you  receive  any  application  for  nurses,  medical,  or  other  assistance, 
in  cases  of  diarrhoea  or  cholera,  you  are  authorized  to  provide  such  assistance,  hnd 
Avhatever  else  the  medical  officers  shall  recommend,  without  waiting  for  instructions  or 
confirmation  of  the  board.  G.  F, 

To  the  Relieving  Officers. 
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{Mr.  Hunter)  That  was  before  there  were  even  cases  in  some  districts.  I merely  put 
these  in  to  show  that  the  board  of  guardians  were  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  the  ease. 

62f7.  By  whom  is  the  inspector  of  provisions  appointed  ? — By  the  corporation. 

6248.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  has  been  in  office  ? — I think  they  are  changed  every 
year. 

6249.  But  there  is  one  every  year  ? — There  are  two.  I think  the  inspectors  of  police 
take  it. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Generally  the  same  pei’sons  are  re-appointed. 

6250.  {Chairman)  Among  the  many  communications  which  I have  received,  I have 
received  one  relating  to  the  very  extensive  sale,  as  it  is  stated,  of  unwholesome  provisions  ; 
but  like  a good  many  other  complaints  that  have  been  alleged  I do  not  know  that  it  is 
worth  while  to  go  into  it  at  length  ; having  understood  that  there  was  always  an 
inspector  of  provisions  ? — {Mr.  Hunter)  There  are  two,  and  they  are  very  vigilant. 

6251.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  have  any  evidence  to  offer? — I 
should  like  to  make  a statement  on  the  average  number  of  deaths  in  this  town.  As  a 
member  of  the  board  of  guardians  I found  after  I had  only  been  so  about  a year  and  a 
half  or  two  years,  that  a number  of  Irish  and  Scotch  people  come  here,  when  they  are 
disabled  from  working  in  the  country.  They  put  themselves  upon  us.  They  come  when 
between  sixty  and  seventy,  when  they  can  do  nothing  in  the  country,  and  of  course  you 
are  either  obliged  to  give  them  out-door  relief  or  send  them  to  the  workhouse.  If  you 
take  them  to  the  magistrates,  the  magistrates  say  they  are  too  old  to  be  removed. 
They  cannot  tell  their  parish.  We  have  hundreds  of  these  people  who  come  and  stay 
three  or  four  years  with  us  and  die,  which  increases  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  town 
considerably. 


Mr.  George  Forster,  further  examined. 

6252.  {Chairman)  I presume  we  may  regard  you  as  representing  the  board  of 
guardians  ? — Yes. 

6253.  The  first  action  of  the  board  of  guardians  with  reference  to  sanitary  matters,  I 
suppose,  was  founded  upon  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  passed  in  the  year  1848  ?~  -That 
is  the  only  Act  that  we  were  called  upon  to  administer. 

6254.  And  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  Act  that  you  began  to  operate  ? — It  was. 

6255.  {Mr.  Simon.)  In  October  1848,  sanitary  committees  were  formed  for  the  eastern 
and  western  districts  respectively  ? — Yes. 

6256.  And  on  the  recommendation,  I presume,  of  those  committees,  the  board  of 
guardians  appointed  inspectors  of  nuisances  ? — They  did. 

6257.  For  about  a year  you  continued  to  have  two  inspectors  of  nuisances,  one  for  the 
eastern  and  one  for  the  western  district,  acting  under  your  direction? — We  did  so. 

6258.  At  the  end  of  about  a year,  somewhere  about  the  autumn  of  1849,  you  discon- 
tinued one  of  your  inspectors  of  nuisances  ? — We  did  so. 

6259.  And  from  that  time  continuously  onward  till  September  1853,  you  have  had  one 
inspector  of  nuisances  always  in  operation  ? — One  only  ; but  different  persons  occupied  the 
post  during  that  interval. 

6260.  And  that  one  person  was  always  in  action  as  an  inspector  of  nuisances  ? — 
Always. 

6261.  In  1853,  on  or  about  the  15th  or  16th  of  September,  under  pressure  of  the  recent 
epidemic,  you  appointed  three  additional  inspectors  of  nuisances  ? — Three  at  least,  I 
believe. 

6262.  We  have  the  books  of  three? — Yes. 

6263.  Who  continued  in  operation  for  a week  or  ten  days,  until  the  corporation  under- 
took the  duty  of  administering  the  Act  ? — That  is  so. 

6264.  {Chairman.)  Did  the  board  of  guardians  originally  undertake  the  carrying  out 
of  that  Act  after  any  conference  with  the  town  council  ? — I do  not  remember  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  undertook  the  carrying  out  of  that  Act.  I did  not  then  hold 
the  office  which  I now  do.  It  was  not  until  1851  that  I became  the  clerk  of  the 
guardians. 

6265.  What  we  wanted  to  know  was,  why  the  board  of  guardians,  with  an  inferior 
staff,  undertook  the  execution  of  an  Act,  the  execution  of  which  is,  in  the  first  place,  we 
may  say,  suggested  by  the  Act  to  the  town  council,  whose  staff  is  and  might  be  expected 
to  be  so  much  superior  ? — The  chairman  will  recollect  the  whole  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  undertook  the  carrying  out  of  that  Act.  I have  no  precise  recollection 
of  the  circumstances.  I am  not  quite  sure  that  I was  connected  at  all  with  the  boai'd  at 
that  time,  either  as  a guardian  or  otherwise. 

6266.  You  do  not  know,  then,  what  circumstances  led  to  it  ? — I do  not. 

6267.  {Mr.  Simon.)  The  board  of  guardians  have  no  power  for  the  prevention  of 
nuisances,  I believe  ? — None. 

6268.  It  is  in  respect  of  the  removal  of  nuisances  only  that  they  have  any  authority  ? — - 
And  only  under  that  Act. 

6269.  The  sort  of  prevention  of  nuisances  which  would  consist  of  making  regulations 
for  the  systematic  emptying  or  cleaning  of  middens  and  privies,  would  lie  out  of  their 
province  ? — Quite  so. 


Mr.  G.  Hunter. 


30th  Jan.  1854. 


Mr.  G.  Forster. 


28th  Jan.  1854. 


Vide  Memorial^ 
p.  387. 
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Mr.  G.  Forster,  6270.  You  have  operated  over  the  whole  area  of  the  parliamentary  borough  ? — Not 

only  over  the  whole  parliamentary  borough,  but  extending  a little  beyond  it.  The  union 

28th  Jan.  1854.  limits  extend  a little  into  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

6271.  But  at  all  events  you  have  included  the  borough  and  townships? — The  entire 
municipal  borough. 

6272.  The  old  municipal  borough  and  the  townships  which  are  now  included  within 
the  borough  boundary  ? — Yes. 

6273.  (Chairman.)  Do  your  books  contain  records  of  the  proceedings  over  the  whole 
time  ? — I believe  they  do. 

6274.  If  you  take  the  occurrence  book,  you  will  find  that  it  begins  on  the  10th  of 
October  1848  ? — Yes. 

6275.  Is  there  any  entry  between  the  8th  of  January  1850,  and  the  2d  of  Sejitember 
1850  ? — It  would  seem  not  in  this  book. 

6276.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  operations  of  the  board  of  guardians  were  continued 
during  that  period  ? — I have  no  doubt  they  were,  but  I cannot  account  for  the  hiatus  in 
the  book  of  occurrences. 

6277.  You  will  see  that  that  book  ends,  I think,  on  the  10th  of  February  1851  ? — 
Yes,  it  was  before  the  board  on  the  14th  of  February  1851,  I see. 

6278.  There  is  another  gap  from  12th  February  1849  to  10th  August  1849.  You  were 
not  yourself  then,  as  I understand,  in  the  service  of  the  guardians,  so  that  you  cannot, 
perliaps,  explain  the  reasons  of  that  ? — No. 

6279.  Just  look  at  that  book.  Do  you  find  that  on  the  16th  of  October  1848,  you  had 
occasion  to  give  notice  to  the  corporation  for  three  distinct  matters,  namely,  two  dirty 
lanes  and  a filthy  gutter  ? — It  appears  to  be  so. 

6280.  Proceed  to  the  25th  of  October.  Do  you  there  find  the  corporation  complained 
of  for  a large  midden  nuisance  ?• — That  is  so. 

6281.  The  30th  of  October  for  building  an  ash-pit  certified  as  a nuisance  by 
Drs.  Charlton  and  Embleton  ? — It  appears  to  be  so. 

6282.  (Mr.  Arnott?)  Where  is  that  ? — “A  new  ash-pit  in  the  front  street  of  Sandgate  ; 

the  same  has  been  examined  and  certified  by  Dr.  Charlton  and  Dr.  Embleton.” 

6283.  (Chairman.)  Proceed  to  the  6th  of  November.  Yfere  the  corporation  again 
complained  of  in  respect  of  some  middens  and  a filthy  gutter  ? — That  is  so. 

6284.  And  on  the  20th  of  November  for  a dirty  lane  ? — That  is  so. 

6285.  On  the  6th  December  they  are  complained  of  for  “lanes  filthy  for  want  of 
.sweeping  ? ”■ — ■“  Lanes  leading  from  Butcher  Bank  to  the  Qu.ay  side,  namely.  Grinding 
“ Chare,  Blue  Anchor  Chare,  Palister’s  Chare,  Pepper  Corn  Chare,  and  other  adjoining 
“ lanes  in  a filthy  condition  in  consequence  of  not  being  properly  and  more  frequently 
“ cleansed.” 

6286.  On  tlie  8th  of  January  1849,  the  corporation  are  complained  of  for  a filthy 
piece  of  ground  ? — “ Having  a portion  of  unoccupied  ground  adjoining  Mr.  Crawhalhs 
“ ropery  in  a filthy  condition,  with  ashes,  night  soil,  and  other  matter.” 

6287.  On  the  22nd  of  January  1849,  for  lanes  filthy  from  the  want  of  more 
Irequent  cleansing  ? — That  is  so. 

6288.  On  tlie  24th  of  August,  were  they  complained  of  for  a common  sewer  which 
was  open  ? — Yes,  beneath  one  of  the  railway  arches. 

6289.  On  the  31st  of  August  the  corporation  were  again  complained  of  for  lanes  filthy 
from  want  of  more  frequent  sweeping? — From  Sandgate  to  the  New  Koad. 

6290.  On  the  6th  of  September  ? — Yes  ; “ unoccupied  ground  situate  in  front  oi  Quality 
“ Row,  on  which  there  is  a stagnant  pool  of  filthy  water  and  other  matter,  which  is  much 
“ complained  of  by  the  inhabitants  in  that  neighbourhood.” 

6291.  Look  at  section  104  of  this  Local  Act  of  1846,  which  empowers  the  corporation 
to  cause  stagnant  pools  to  be  drained  and  filth  to  be  removed,  and  see  whether  you  do 
not  think  it  woidd  have  enabled  the  corporation  to  remove  that  nuisance  themselves  ? — 

I certainly  should  think  that  under  that  clause  such  a pool  of  standing  water  might 
have  been  removed. 

6292.  Proceed  to  the  13th  of  September.  I think  the  corporation  are  there  summoned 
for  two  filthy  grates  ? — “ Llaving  two  public  grates  which  are  much  comj)lained  of  by  the 
“inhabitants  adjoining  ; one  situate  at  the  foot  of  Craigs  Alley  Stairs,  the  other  in  front 
“ of  Mr.  Gordon’s,  Stock  Bridge,  from  which  an  ofiensive  effluvia  arises  in  consequence  of 
“ night  soil  being  deposited  thereon.” 

6293.  And  on  the  17th  of  September? — Yes. 

6294.  Do  you  find  the  corporation  then  summoned  for  anything  ? — “ With  having  .an 
“accumulation  of  night  soil  and  other  filtliy  matter  under  the  staircase  situate  near  the 
“ Folly  YvTiarf,  Sandgate.”  I am  not  aware  whether  that  is  corporation  property  or  not. 

62.95.  You  merely  find  it  there  stated  that  notice  was  given  to  the  corporation,  it 
being  alleged  to  be  their  property  ? — Yes. 

6296.  On  the  29th  of  September,  are  the  corporation  complained  of  for  anything  ? — - 
“ With  having  the  public  privy  in  the  Stock  Bridge  in  an  imperfect  condition,  also  the 
“ public  privy  in  the  Burn  Bank  in  a filthy  condition.” 
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G297.  Go  to  tlie  llth  of  OctoLer.  Wliat  do  you  find  there;  the  corporation  are 
complained  of  for  what  ? — For  “ having  several  public  grates  which  are  much  complained 
“ of  by  the  inhabitants  in  consequence  of  night  soil  being  deposited  therein  and  no  water 
“ to  cany  it  av/ay.  Tlie  same  are  situate  at  tlie  foot  of  Pilgrim  Street  and  in  Silver  Street  ; 

“ also  the  whole  of  the  public  privies  want  washing  out  with  hot  lime.” 

6298.  Any  other  matter  of  complaint  against  them  the  same  day  ? — Yes. 

6299.  What  was  that  complaint  ? — “With  having  the  ground  at  the  lower  end  of  tlie 
“ Corn  Market  in  a filthy  condition  with  night  soil.” 

6300.  On  the  2dth  of  October? — “V7ith  having  the  public  thoroughfare  in  ;r  filthy 
“ condition  ; the  road  between  Adelaide  Terrace  and  Shield  Street.” 

{Mr.  Arnott)  That  is  out  of  the  borough,  I think? — I believe  that  is  out  of  the  ancient 
borough. 

6301.  {Chairman)  The  19  th  of  November  ? — On  the  19th  of  November  “with  having 
the  entrance  into  the  old  Market  Lane  from  Pilgrim  Street  in  a filthy  condition,  in 

“ consequence  of  it  being  very  much  used  as  a urinal ; and  the  pavement  not  being  good  it 
“ becomes  stagnant  and  causes  a great  nuisance  to  the  adjoining  inhabitants  ; ” that  is  the 
complaint. 

6302.  Then  there  is  a break  in  the  record,  from  February  to  September  1850.  Look 
at  the  25th  of  October  1850  ; are  the  corporation  there  complained  of  for  anything? — 
“ With  having  the  lanes  leading  from  Sandgate  to  the  New  Road,  viz..  Keel  Entry, 

“ Nag’s  Plead  Alley,  and  Hunter’s  Entry  in  a very  filthy  condition,  arising  from  a quantity 
“ of  night  soil  and  ashes,  and  which  require  to  be  more  frequently  swept.” 

6303.  The  31st  of  December  in  the  same  year  was  there  any  complaint  against  them  ? 
— It  does  not  exactly  appear  that  this  nuisance  was  complained  of  on  the  31st  of 
December.  On  the  8th  of  January  1851,  I observe  it  is  reported  that  the  nuisance  is 
removed. 

6304;  We  will  take  it  in  that  way.  The  corporation  were  reported  as  having  removed 
the  nuisance  arising  from  a foul  and  ofiensive  gutter? — “ Situated  near  the  Wesleyan 
“ Chapel,  New  Road,  also  the  grate  of  the  public  sewer  which  was  covered  with  night  soil.” 

6305.  The  13th  of  January  1851  ? — P’or  “a  certain  uncovered  drain  or  common  shore, 
“ situate  in  Green  Court,  Newgate  Street.  The  above  is  in  a very  filthy  state,  arising 
“ from  a lai'ge  quantity  of  night  soil  ; there  being  four  privies,  which  empty  their  contents 
“ into  the  aforesaid  sewei’,  and  is  much  complained  of  as  a nuisance.” 

6306.  Then  on  the  17th  of  October  in  that  year  they  were  complained  of  again  ? — 
There  seems  to  be  a hiatus  here. 

6307.  You  will  find  that  perhaps  in  this  other  book.  Look  to  the  17th  of  October 
1851.  Do  you  find  any  notice  to  the  corporation  there,  with  reference  to  any  nuisance? 
— “ Visited  several  of  the  lanes  in  Sandgate  on  Thursday  last,  which  I found  in  a very 
“ dirty  and  filthy  state,  there  being  a large  accumulation  of  night  soil  and  other  filthy 
“ matter.  I will  call  the  attention  of  Mr.  Gilison  the  corporation  foreman  to  the  above 
“ lanes  and  alleys.” — Signed,  “ Thomas  Jenkins,  Inspector.” 

6308.  Then  refer  to  the  9th  of  January  1852? — “ I beg  also  to  call  the  attention  of 
“ the  Board  to  the  filthy  state  of  Several  of  the  lanes  in  Sandgate,  which  are  not  swept 
“ by  the  corporation  sweepers  till  nearly  twelve  o’clock  in  the  day.  Keel  and  Petrie’s 
“ Entry,  which  is  the  property  of  the  coiqioration,  is  in  a most  filthy  state  ; there  being  a 
“ large  accumulation  of  night  soil  and  other  filth  close  to  the  dwelling-rooms  of  several 
“ of  the  tenants,  so  as  to  be  a nuisance.” 

6309.  The  23d  of  January? — I beg  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the 
“ filthy  state  of  Chapel  Lane,  Silver  Street ; there  being  an  accumulation  of  night  soil, 
“ and  filth,  refuse,  &c.  in  the  above  lane,  which  is  seldom  or  never  sw'ept  ; the  gutter  is 
“ in  a very  dirty  state,  so  as  to  be  a nuisance.” 

6310.  Then  in  February,  without  further  date,  there  is  a reference  to  Cross  Keys 
Entry  ? — Yes,  I see.  “ Notice  has  been  given  to  the  town  surveyor,  in  respect  of  the 
“ filthy  state  of  the  Cross  Keys  Entry,  head  of  the  Side,  on  which  there  is  an  accumula- 
“ tion  of  ashes,  night  soil,  &c.,  so  as  to  be  a nuisance.” 

6311.  Then  on  the  4th  of  June  do  you  find  any  complaint  against  the  corporation 
with  reference  to  Liverpool  Street  ? — Ye.s.  I find  that  the  town  surveyor  has  had  notice 
of  the  filtliy  state  of  Liverpool  Street,  in  consequence  of  the  carriage  way  being  seldom 
swept  by  the  corporation  sweepers.  “ It  appears  that  the  above  street  is  only  swept  once 
“ a week.  I will,  as  soon  as  possible,  call  tlie  attention  of  the  town  surveyor  to  the 
“ above  complaint.” 

6312.  The  30th  of  July  1852;  for  what  are  they  complained  of  there? — Mount 
Pleasant,  and  AVall  Knoll,  and  “ a vacant  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  corporation, 
“ which  is  made  use  of  as  a jJace  of  deposit  by  difierent  tenants  living  in  that 
“ neighbourhood  ; there  being  about  fifty  loads  of  manure.  This  place  has  not  been 
“ cleaned  for  the  last  four  years,  and  then  by  the  corporation.” 

6313.  The  1st  of  October  ? — “ I have  visited  the  wliole  of  the  lanes  on  the  Quay  Side, 
“ and  Sandgate,  and  found  them  clean,  excejit  in  front  of  the  entries  on  the  New  Road  ; 
“ there  is  an  accumulation  of  filth  and  night  soil  there  ; this  place  requires  sweeping 
“ oftener  by  the  corporation.” 
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6314.  The  5th  of  November.  Do  you  there  find  an  entry  implying  that  the 

guardians  themselves  had  had  occasion  the  week  before  to  make  some  complaint  against 
the  corporation,  relating  to  Bankside  near  the  High  Level  Bridge  ? — Yes.  “ I also  beg 

“ to  inform  the  Board  that  the  nuisance,  which  was  complained  of  by  the  Board  last 
“ week,  on  the  Bankside  near  the  High  Level  Bridge,  has  been  removed.  I served  a 
“ notice  on  Mr.  Wallace,  the  town  surveyor,  and  he  accompanied  me  to  the  above  place. 
“ The  accumulation  of  dung,  ashes,  and  night  soil  has  since  been  removed  ; he  proposes 
“ to  erect  an  ash-pit  so  as  to  prevent  any  further  nuisance.’' 

6315.  Have  you  the  11th  of  March  1853  in  that  book? — No  ; it  only  comes  down  to 
the  14th  of  January  1853. 

6316.  Take  the  other  book  then.  Now,  proceeding  to  the  29th  of  April,  do  you  find 
anything  there  which  Inspector  Roberts  reported  ? — Yes.  Upon  a piece  of  “ vacant 
“ ground  immediately  in  front  of  the  New  Market,  Clayton  Street,  there  is  an  accumula- 
“ tion  of  dung,  manure,  filth,  refuse,  and  night  soil,  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  ; the  property 
“ belongs  to  the  corporation.” 

6317.  Take  the  1st  of  July  ? — “ I beg  to  inform  the  board  that  William  Waterfall, 

Alexander  George  Gray,  and  several  of  the  inhabitants  living  in  the  Close,  complain  of 

“ a large  quantity  of  burnt  corn,  filth  and  refuse,  in  the  building  lately  burnt  down  in 
“ the  Javel  Group  ; the  stench  arising  from  the  above  is  very  offensive,  and  the  fire 
“ breaking  out  at  different  times  is  very  dangerous  to  the  adjoining  property,  so  as  to  be 
“ a nuisance  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  I served  a notice  on  Mr.  G.  T.  A.  Smith, 
“ agent  for  the  North  British  Insurance  Company,  and  he  sent  the  fire  engine  and  men 
“ to  put  out  the  fire.  About  fifty  loads  of  the  burnt  corn  has  been  removed  from  the 
“ premises  ; but  these  last  three  days  the  work  has  been  stopped.” 

6318.  Do  you  know  by  whom  those  cart  loads  were  removed  ? — I do  not. 

6319.  {Mr.  Arnott.)  Do  you  know  whether  the  corporation  had  anything  to  do  with 
that  ? — I do  not. 

6320.  {Chairman)  On  the  5th  of  August  1853,  what  do  you  find  recorded  ? — A commu- 
nication to  the  board,  that  the  whole  of  the  lanes  upon  the  Quay  Side,  and  Sandgate 
were  in  a filthy  condition,  there  being  an  accumulation  of  ashes,  filth,  refuse,  and  night  soil. 
“ I have  since  made  arrangements  with  Mr.  Wallace,  town  surveyor,  to  have  all  the  lanes 
“ belonging  to  the  corporation  whitewashed  with  hot  lime,  and  also  the  public  privies 
“ and  watering  places  to  be  whitewashed  out  likewise.” 

6321.  On  the  19th  of  September  1853,  in  the  height  of  the  epidemic,  what  do  you  find 
recorded  ? — On  that  day,  according  to  orders,  the  inspector  “ went  to  the  corporation  yard 
“ at  six  o’  clock,  in  the  expectation  of  procuring  lime  to  be  taken  down  to  St.  Peter’s,  for 
“ the  purpose  of  covering  an  accumulation  of  ash,  dung,  &c.,  between  Glass  House  Street 
“ and  Chapel  Street,  St.  Peter’s.”  “ Served  a notice  on  John  Turner,  occupier  of  premises 
“ situate  in  a lane  leading  from  Nelson  Street  down  to  the  river  Tyne,  and  immediately 
“ adjoining  Messrs.  R.  and  A.  Hopper’s  shipway,  there  being  a large  accumulation  of  dung, 
“ filth,  and  other  offensive  matter  lying  therein,  the  property  of  the  corporation.” 

6322.  Do  you  find  anything  on  the  19th  of  November  1853,  in  that  book? — It  seems 
to  go  no  furtlier  down  than  the  23d  of  September. 

6323.  Refer  again  to  the  occurrence  book  under  the^date  of  the  25th  of  October  1848, 
in  the  then  cholera  time.  Do  you  find  that  the  corporation  were  then  complained  of? — 
On  the  26th  of  October  1848,  “with  having  a large  midden,  which  is  their  regular 
“ depot  for  all  a.shes  and  other  filthy  matter,  situated  in  Tyne  Street.” 

6324.  Is  there  any  annotation  there  to  show  whether  they  at  once  complied  with 
that  notice,  or  whether  they  resisted  it? — I see  there  is  a note  made  on  November  the 
20th,  that  the  matter  was  heard  before  the  justices  on  the  17th,  and  that  the  bench 
convicted  the  defendants,  who  paid  4s.  with  costs. 

{Mr.  Arnott)  That  is  the  same  midden  as  the  one  mentioned  at  Glass  House  Bridge. 
It  is  there  mentioned  as  in  Tyne  Street. 

6324a.  {Chairman)  It  is  the  same  thing.  We  know  but  two  instances,  that  I am 
aware  of,  of  the  corporation  having  actually  resisted  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  ? — 
(Mr.  Arnott)  Exactly;  and  that  is  one. 

6325.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Forster)  Referring  to  that  book  of  reports  made  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee  of  the  eastern  district,  do  you  find  there  a report  by  Mr.  Gray,  with 
reference  to  that  midden  in  Tyne  Street  or  at  Glass  House  Bridge  ? — I do. 

6326.  Be  good  enough  to  read  it  ? — “ Mr.  Gray  reported  that  he  had  attended  the 
“police  office  in  the  Manors,  on  behalf  of  this  committee,  on  Friday  last,  on  the  occasion 
“of  the  hearing  of  the  complaint  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances  for  this  district  against  the 
“ corporation,  for  not  removing  what  may  properly  be  termed  the  ‘ monster  nuisance,’ 
“ the  depot  of  manure  at  Glass  House  Bridge,  wliich  has  long  been  very  justly  complained 
“ of  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  town.  The  case  was  heard  before  a large 
“ bench  of  justices,  who  decided  that  the  nuisance  must  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible  ; 

“ and  in  the  mean  time  all  deposits  of  manure  made  there  must  be  removed  within 
“ forty-eight  hours,  and  the  costs  in  the  case  to  be  paid  by  the  corporation,  which  was 
“ done  by  Mr.  Arnott,  who  appeared  for  that  body.” 

6327.  {To  Mr.  Arnott)  With  |reference  to  the  other  case  of  resistance,  I have  lost  the 
date ; there  was  one  about  a privy  ? — It  would  be  a little  aftei-. 
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6328.  However  it  is  the  fact,  that  on  one  other  occasion  the  corporation  resisted,  as 
you  may  say,  the  execution  of  the  law  by  the  board  of  guardians,  and  had  to  be 
summoned  before  the  bench  of  magistrates,  who  gave  their  decision  against  them  ? — Yes. 

6329.  {To  Mr.  Forster.)  Keferring  to"  the  occurrence  book,  under  the  date  of 
October  the  16th  1848,  do  you  find  there  a statement  of  the  medical  men  with  reference 
to  overcrowding  That  the  overcrowding  of  these  lodging -rooms  and  other  habitations 
“ is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  men,  a most  fruitful  source  of  disease  ; and  that  the 
“ utmost  cleanliness  will  not  protect  the  lodgers  when  they  are  thus  crowded  together. 

‘‘  The  medical  men  would  strongly  recommend  that  all  the  lodging-houses  be  placed,  if 
“ possible,  under  the  supervision  of  the  police,  to  the  end  that  no  more  than  a certain 
“ number  of  lodgers  shall  be  allowed  to  sleep  in  each  room.'’ 

6330.  l)o  you  know  whether  those  lodging-houses  were  then  placed  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  police,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  of  the  109th  section  ot  the  Local  Act  of  1846  ? 
— I have  no  Icnowledge  that  it  was  so. 

6331.  But  do  you  believe  that  it  was  so  ? — I would  rather  not  express  an  opinion  lipon 
that,  because  I have  no  correct  recollection.  My  impression  I can  give  you,  that  it  was  not. 

6332.  Eeferring  to  the  23rd  of  October  1848,  do  you  find  a resolution  there  as  to  a 
deputation  to  the  corporation  ? — “ Resolved  that  a deputation  wait  upon  the  Town 
“ Improvement  committee  on  Wednesday,  to  solicit  their  co-operation  in  carrying  into 
“ effect  the  flagging  and  paving  and  draining  the  streets,  and  also  removing  the  ashes,  &c., 

“ from  various  lanes  and  alleys.” 

6333.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Turn  over  leaf  and  you  will  find,  I think,  what  was  done?— “The 
“ deputation  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Town  Improvement  committee  reported  that  they 
“had  been  courteously  received,  and  that  the  committee  promised  to  afford  all  the 
“ assistance  in  their  power  to  enable  the  guardians  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
“ the  statute  under  which  they  were  acting.” 

6334.  Have  you  found  your  labours  faciliated  since  that  period  ? — I cannot  say  that  we 
have. 

6335.  {Chairman.)  Referring  to  the  24th  of  November  1848,  do  you  find  a similar 
resolution,  as  to  applying  to  the  corporation? — “ That  the  corporation  be  memorialised 
“ on  the  subject  of  a general  drainage  throughout  the  borough,  and  that  they  be  requested 
“ to  supply  the  board  with  a map  of  the  present  drainage.” 

{The  following  copy  of  a Memorial  was  afterwards  put  in  by  Mr.  Forster). 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Union, 
Respectfully  showeth 

That  by  virtue  of  the  directions  contained  in  the  order  issued  by  the  General  Board 
of  Health,  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  November  last,  this  union  is  one  of  those  named 
in  the  schedule  to  the  said  order,  and  being  so  specified,  the  guardians  are  thereby 
required  to  carry  into  execution  and  effect  within  this  union  the  provision  of  the 
Nuisances  Removal  and  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1848. 

That  your  memorialists  have  accordingly  proceeded,  so  far  as  then-  powers  extend,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  and  the  directions  of  the  said  order,  but 
they  find  their  exertions,  especially  as  to  enforcing  a proper  drainage,  greatly  impeded 
by  a total  want  of  sewerage  in  many  of  the  streets  within  their  jurisdiction,  which 
cannot  otherwise  be  kept  in  a clean  and  healthy  condition. 

That  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  proceedings  of  your  memorialists,  if  they  could 
obtain  the  co-operation  of  your  worshipful  body  in  effecting  a more  efficient  sewerage 
in  the  streets  where  there  are  no  sewers,  and  if  they  could  be  furnished  with  a 
plan  of  the  present  sewers  in  the  streets  where  the  same  exist,  so  that  your  memorialists 
could,  in  such  streets,  enforce  a proper  system  of  drainage  therein. 

Wherefore  your  memorialists  respectfully  request  that  your  worshipful  body  will  be 
pleased  to  take  the  premises  into  your  consideration,  and  afford  them  therein  such 
assistance  as  to  your  worshipful  body  may  seem  meet. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the  union,  and  signed  by  tlie  chairman,  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  board  holden  on  Friday  the  1st  day  of  December  1848. 

6336.  Do  you  know  whether  the  board  was  ever  supplied  with  such  a map  ? — I think 
not,  but  our  chairman  will  have  a better  recollection  of  what  occurred  at  that  period. 
He  is  here,  Mr.  Alderman  Ingledew. 

6337.  {To  Mr.  Ingledew.)  Do  you  recollect  what  was  done  ? — There  was  no  map  or 
plan  of  the  cfiainage  supplied  to  the  board  of  guardians. 

6338.  (To  Mr.  Forster)  Referring  to  the  book  of  reports  to  the  sanitary  committee  of 
the  western  district,  under  date  the  12th  of  July  1849,  do  you  find  there  two  cases 
reported  of  drains  obstructed,  so  as  to  cause  a nuisance  ? — I find  that  in  Peel  Street  there 
was  a drain  stojiped. 

6339.  And  a second  instance  ? — And  also  in  Chapel  Lane. 
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6340.  {Mr.  Arnott.)  Peel  Street  is  not  Avitlnn  the  ancient  borough  ? It  is  not. 

6341.  {Chairman.)  Will  yon  refer  to  the  2Gth  of  July?— I find  ^hat  there  was  nropertv 

in  Clayton  Street  where  the  di’ainage  ayus  obstructed.  ^ 

6342.  Do  you  find  three  cases? — The  drainage  in  Dixon’s  Buildings  was  coinnlained  of 
as  defectwe,  and  Zion  Chapel  Yard. 

6343.  {Mr.  Arnott.)  In  Dixon’s  Buildings  the  corpox-ation  have  no  power  ? No  • that 

is  within  the  limits  of  the  new  borough.  ’ 

6344.  {Chairman)  Turning  to  the  second  of  August  in  that  book,  do  you  find  any 

allusion  to  drains  there  ? — I find  that  the  drains  in  Clayton  Street  are  complained  of 
that  the  traps  of  the  drains  are  too  small.  ’ 

6345.  How  many  cases  do  you  find  reported  on  that  day? — Dixon’s  Buildino-s’  drains 

also  are  complained  of ; also  Little  Blagdon  Street.  ^ 

6346.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  Blagdon  Street  out  of  the  borough  ? 

{Mr.  Ingledeiu.)  No  ; it  is  within  the  borough. 

6347.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Forster.)  On  the  1 6th  of  August  do  3mu  find  a case  of 
obstructed  drains  ? — Yes. 

6348.  On  the  23d  of  August  a drain  obstructed,  or  out  of  order  ?~Yes. 

6349.  The  next  week,  30th  of  August  ?— Yes ; a cesspool  in  Churchill  Street  is 
complained  of 

6-350.  I think  there  Avere  at  least  three  cases  of  obstructed  drains  on  the  30th  of 
August ; just  see  if  I am  right  ? — In  Sussex  Street  I find  that  it  is  entirely  destitute  of 
drains. 

6351 . I think  you  Avill  find  that  there  are  tAvo  or  three  other  cases  ? — In  Back  Blandford 
Street  and  Blenheim  Street  there  appear  to  have  been  complaints  of  an  accumulation  ol 
filth,  but  it  does  not  say  from  Avhat  source. 

6352.  You  do  not  find  it  stated  to  arise  from  obstructions  in  the  drains  ? No. 

6353.  Then  proceed  to  the  6th  of  Sejkember  ? — In  Denton  Chare  there  is  a complaint 
of  a sink  being  obstructed. 

6354.  Any  other.  I think  five  cases  are  put  doAvn  on  the  6th  of  September  ? Oyster- 

shell  Lane. 

6355.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Arnott)  Is  Oyster-shell  Lane  within  your  old  borouo-h  ?— 

No.  b • 

{Mr.  Forster.)  Carr’s  Street  also. 

6356.  {Chairman)  Any  further? — High  Buckingham  Street;  that,  I believe,  is  all. 

6357.  Take  the  20th  of  September  ? — Ship  Entry,  in  the  Cloth  Market  ; there  is  a 
complaint  of  the  obstruction  of  the  drainage  there,  and  in  GreenhoAv’s  Terrace  also. 

6358.  Then,  in  fact,  there  Avere  nineteen  or  tAventy  complaints  of  obstructed  drains  in 
the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September  of  the  cholera  time  in  1849.  Noav  take 
another  example  in  the  eastern  district  in  1853.  Refer  to  the  11th  of  February.  Do  you 

find  any  reference  there  to  obstructed  drains  on  the  11th  of  March  1853? In  Taylor’s 

Court  the  gutter  is  stated  to  Ixe  in  a very  dirty  state,  the  drain  being  obstructed,  and  the 
privies  and  ash-pits  being  in  a filthy  state. 

6359.  Do  jmu  find  tAvo  cases  on  the  11th  of  March?— Yes,  in  Denton’s  Court,  Bi'i-o- 
Market,  also  a drain  is  complained  of 

6360.  Are  there  anj’  cases  on  the  1st  of  April  ? — Yes;  in  the  back  of  Nos.  11  and  12 
Stowell  Street,  the  drains  are  obstructed,  and  the  stagnant  water  stands  in  each  back  yard. 

6361.  The  I5th  of  April?— Yes;  Stringer’s  Yard,  Cut  Bank,  Ouseburn,  upon  which 
there  is  an  accumulation  of  filth,  night  soil,  also  an  obstructed  drain. 

6362.  Are  there  tAvo  cases  of  obstructed  drains  that  day  ? — Yes. 

6363.  Then  on  the  27th  of  May  ? — Yes  ; in  Blandford  Street,  an  obstructed  drain. 

6364.  The  17th  of  June? — A drain  behind  the  Prince  of  Orange  public  house.  Side, 
obstructed. 

6365.  The  1st  of  July? — There  is  a comjJaint  by  the  inhabitants  of  Spring  Garden 
Terrace  of  an  accumulation  of  dung,  manure,  &c.  deposited  in  the  lane  immediately 
beliind  the  houses,  Avhich  caused  the  AAmtercourse  to  be  stopped,  (1  presume  that  is  Avliat 
you  refer  to)  and  in  consequence  thereof  the  back  3uuxls  Avere  full  of  stagnant  watei'. 

6366.  {Mr.  Arnott.)  Will  yon  ascertain  Avhether  notice  has  been  given  to  the  corpo- 
ration in  any  of  those  cases  ? 

{Chairman.)  It  is  ahvays  mentioned  where  it  is. 

{Mr.  Arnott.)  These  iire  private  property. 

6367.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Forster.)  The  15th  of  July  ? — Old  Market  Lane,  Pilgrim 
Street,  there  is  a complaint  that  a sewer  is  obstructed,  and  that  there  is  stagnant  water 
and  other  filth. 

6368.  There  are  two  cases,  I think? — Yes  ; there  is  also  a complaint  of  an  obstruction 
in  a dwelling-house  in  a yard  in  Pilgrim  Street. 

6369.  The  29th  of  July  ? — Yes  ; a complahitof  an  obstructed  drain  behind  No.  3,  Forth 
Terrace. 

6370.  Are  there  txvo  cases  ? — Yes. 

6371.  Referring  to  this  other  book,  do  you  on  the  23d  of  May  1851,  find  an3’- reference 
to  the  obstruction  of  the  sewer;ige  in  Brandling  Place  ? — Yes  ; the  inspector  reports  that 
he  has  “ visited  Brandling  Place  with  regard  to  the  sew^erage,  which  is  obstructed.” 


CHOLERA  INQUmT  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTI.E-UPON-TYNE.  389 

{Mr.  Arnott.)  Brandling  Place  Sewerage  the  corporation  had  nothing  to  do  with  at 
that  time. 

6372.  {Chairman.)  No,  they  had  not.  {To  Mr.  Forster.)  Turn  to  the  11th  of  July 
1851. — This  is  the  report  of  Inspector  Jenkins  : “ I beg  to  inform  the  board  that  several 
“ shopkeepers  and  other  inhabitants  at  the  head  of  the  Side  complain  of  the  imperfect 
“ state  of  the  public  sewer  leading  from  the  Back  Row  to  the  head  of  the  Side,  it  being 
“ kept  and  constructed  that  it  cannot  contain  the  pressure  of  the  water.  On  Wednesday 

“ last  it  burst  up  the  shop  floor  occupied  by  Mr. , and  did  considerable  damage  to 

“ his  goods.  I waited  on  Mr.  Wallace,  the  town  surveyor,  who  immediately  sent  his 
“ workmen  to  repair  the  above  sewer.” 

6373.  On  the  17th  of  October  1851,  do  you  find  any  reference  to  Blagdon  Street 
sewer? — Yes;  “Mr.  George  Hudson  complains  of  the  di-ains  and  sewers  in  the  above 
“ street  being  in  an  obstructed  state,  in  consequence  of  which  the  stagnant  water  and 
“ other  filth  is  overflowing  into  the  dwelling-houses  of  persons  living  in  that  neighbonr- 
“ hood,  so  as  to  be  a nuisance.” 

6374.  The  9th  of  January  1852,  in  Thornton  Street,  one  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  streets? — 
9th  of  January  1852  : “ Several  of  the  inhabitants  living  in  Thornton  Street  complain  of 
“ a foul  and  offensive  drain  behind  their  premises.  It  apj^ears  that  the  common  shore 
“ belonging  to  Mr.  R.  Grainger  is  obstructed,  which  causeth  the  above  nuisance.  I have 
“ seen  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  foreman  to  Mr.  Grainger,  who  has  promised  to  remove  the 
“ nuisance  immediately.” 

6375.  Then  the  6th  of  August  1852  ? — The  inspector  reports  “ that  several  shopkeepers 
“ and  owners  of  property  in  Gallowgate  complain  of  the  imperfect  state  of  tlae  i)ublic 
“ sewer ; it  being  so  constructed  that  it  cannot  contain  the  pressure  of  the  water  in  wet 
“ Aveather.  It  overflows  into  the  drains  of  the  houses,  and  into  different  clAvelling- 
“ houses.” 

6376.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  turn  to  the  18th  February  1851  ? — Between  the 
27th  of  September  1849,  and  the  21st  of  February  1851  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
entry  here. 

6377.  It  is  Avith  reference  to  the  rebuilding  of  Eddie’s  Entry  ? — The  proceeding  does 
not  bear  any  date  except  that  when  it  Avas  produced  before  the  board ; there  seems  to  be  a 
report  as  to  Eddie’s  Entry. 

6378.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  read  what  that  is  ? — “ Visited  sixteen  of  the  Irish 
“ lodging  rooms  in  this  entry,  in  which  there  are  several  fever  cases.  I found  from  eight 
“ to  ten  women  and  children  in  each  room,  there  being  one  or  two  small  beds  in  each, 
“ which  could  only  accommodate  two  persons  in  each,  leaving  the  other  parties  to  lie  on  the 
“ floor  indiscriminately.  Tlie  premises  have  only  recently  been  rebuilt  but  are  noAv  in  a 
“ most  filthy  state,  there  being  neither  priAy  or  ash-pit  on  the  premises  ; tlie  tenants  la}'’ 
“ their  night  soil  in  the  lane,  (Avhich  is  very  narrow),  which  then  runs  into  the  sewer  on 
“ the  public  street.  This  entry  is  entirely  let  off  to  Irish  families.” 

6379.  On  the  15th  of  August  1851,  do  you  find  any  reference  to  a room  in  Queen 
Street  ? — Yes. 

6380.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  read  it? — “The  York,  NeAvcastle,  and  Berwick 
“ Railway  Company  has  an  empty  room  in  this  street  which  is  used  as  a priAy  by  several 
“ of  the  inhalutants  of  Castle  Garth  and  Queen  Street.  Several  persons  living  in  the 
“ adjoining  premises  complain  of  the  above  nuisance.” 

6381.  On  the  22d  of  October  1852,  does  Inspector  Roberts  report  anything  similar  as 
to  a cellar  in  a dwelling-liouse  at  the  back  of  the  Goat  public  house  ? — Yes  ; “ I beg  to 
“ inform  the  board  that  I visited  a dAvelling-house,  situate  at  the  back  of  the  Goat  public 
“ house.  Cloth  Market.  Under  the  above  dwelling,  in  a cellar,  there  are  seven  or  eight 
“ cart  loads  of  ashes,  night  soil,  offal,  urine,  &c.,  Avhich  have  been  deposited  there  by  the 
“ tenants.” 

6382.  On  tlie  8th  of  July  1853,  does  Inspector  Roberts  report  anything  similar  again? 
— “ Property  situate  in  the  Butcher  Bank,  where  there  is  a depot  made  of  a cellar,  and 
“ made  use  of  by  all  the  tenants.  There  are  about  eighteen  cart-loads  of  ashes  and  night 
“ soil ; the  smell  arising  from  the  above  is  very  offensive  so  as  to  be  a nuisance,”  &c. 

6383.  I suppose,  Avithout  taking  you  through  the  the  book  in  detail,  that  you  AviU 
remember  that  the  arches  of  the  York,  Newcastle,  and  Beiwick  Raihvay  are  complained  of 
as  being  in  a filthy  state  almost  every  Aveek  or  fortnight,  notwithstanding  that  after 
almost  every  such  report  it  is  stated  that  the  nuisance  so  reported  had  been  remoAmd  ? — 
I remember  them  very  frequently  being  complained  of 

6384.  You  generally,  I believe,  found  the  persons  to  whom  you  gave  notice  of  the 
existence  of  nuisances,  willing  to  remove  them  ? — Generally  I believe  it  was  so. 

6385.  It  was  Imt  seldom  that  you  had  occasion  to  bring  the  parties  before  the 
magistrates  ? — Only  sehlom. 

6386.  And  I tliink  you  frequently  found  the  same  place,  house,  arch,  and  so  on, 
re-complained  of  time  after  time? — There  Avere  some  instances  of  re-complaints. 

6387.  Refening  to  the  book  of  reports  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  eastern  district 
on  tlie  16th  of  March  1849,  will  you  read  the  host  few  lines  of  the  report  of  the  inspector  ? 
— “ The  inspector  presented  his  20th  report,  which  was  read,  considered,  and  anprovei 
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“ The  inspector  having  stated  that  several  nuisances  which  were  before  removed  are  again 
“ in  existence,  the  committee  urged  him  to  use  all  necessary  diligence  as  to  his  futm-e 
“ proceedings/^ 

6388.  Will  you  turn  to  the  12th  of  July  and  read  what  is  there  written  ? — “ I have 
“ observed  that  the  great  majority  of  nuisances  are  not  new  ones,  but  old  ones  revived 
“ since  I was  in  office  before.” 

6389.  I believe  in  going  through  the  book  I could  find  several  other  such  reports  to  the 
effect  that  the  nuisances  were  continually  recurring  in  the  same  spots,  under  the  same 
circumstances  ? — Yes. 

6390.  {To  Mr.  Ingledew.)  We  would  wish  your  opinion,  as  to  what  you  think  that  is 
attributable  to  ? — Under  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act  we  had  only  power  to  cause  the 
surface  to  be  cleansed  from  time  to  time,  as  our  officers  discovered  nuisances. 

6391.  {Mr.  Simon)  You  had  only  power  to  remove  what  had  already  become  a 
nuisance  1 — Precisely  so. 

6392.  When  it  had  reached  a certain  intensity  ? — When  our  officers  reported  that  there 
was  such  an  accumulation  of  filth  and  so  on  as  to  be  a nuisance,  we  gave  directions  that 
it  should  be  removed.  From  time  to  time  the  same  places  had  the  same  orders  given  with 
respect  to  them. 

6393.  {Chairman)  You  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  making  of  a nuisance  ? — No. 

6394.  You  had  only  power  to  remove  it  when  made  ? — Precisely. 

6395.  What  do  you  think  that  the  continual  recurrence  of  those  nuisances  was  owing 
to? — For  instance,  was  it  from  a perverse  love  of  filth  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
was  it  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  accommodation  of  privies,  ash-pits,  and  so  on,  that  they 
persisted  continually  in  making  use  of  the  Newcastle  and  Berwick  Railway  arches  as 
privies  and  ash-pits  ? — The  inhabitants,  I think,  had  insufficient  accommodation, 
coupled  with  the  want  of  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  those  inhabitants  ; but  I take  it  from 
what  I know  of  those  arches,  respecting  which  I have  very  frequently  made  complaints 
from  my  own  observation  to  the  inspector  of  nuisances,  that  it  chiefly  arose  from  want  of 
accommodation. 

6396.  There  might  be  some  dirty  people  ? — Yes. 

6397.  But  you  would  not  believe  that  the  majority  of  any  class  of  people  would 
willingly  perform  the  duties  of  nature  in  open  railway  arches,  if  they  had  proper  privy 
accommodation  ? — I should  not. 

6398.  And  if  they  had  an  ash-pit  close  to  their  own  houses  they  would  not  go 
a hundred  yards  to  shoot  their  ashes  under  a railway  arch  ? — Not  generally. 

6399.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Forster)  Looking  over  these  books  we  find,  first  of  all,  that 
there  are  innumerable  instances  of  complaints  arising  from  the  accumulated  contents  of 
ash-pits  and  of  privies  ? — Yes. 

6400.  Does  it  seem  to  you  that  there  has  been  any  want  of  regulations  to  insure  a 
systematic  emptying  and  cleansing  out  of  privies  and  ash-pits  ? — I think  there  has.  There 
has  been  no  plan  or  system  adopted  by  which  there  could  be  a regaffar  removal  from  time 
to  time  of  these  accumulations. 

6401.  Next  we  observe  that  there  are  a host  of  nuisances  arising  from  the  stoppage 
and  overflowing  of  drains.  Do  you  think  that  that  arises  from  any  failure  in  the  system 
of  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  town  ? — I think  that  it  probably  arises  partly  from  the 
corporation  not  having  had  the  necessary  powers  until  recently  to  have  constructed  new 
drains,  and  to  have  altered  that  which  was  defective  in  the  old.  Recently  the  corporation 
have  done  a great  deal  in  draining,  and  are  going  on  in  that  direction. 

6402.  I take  it,  then,  you  would  regret  that  in  the  Local  Act  which  was  obtained  in 
1850  betAveen  your  representations  in  1848  and  the  last  Local  Act  in  1853,  powers  were 
not  taken  enabling  the  corjioration  to  enforce  proper  house  drainage  ? — I think  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  they  were  not  earlier  obtained. 

6403.  Next,  as  to  overcrowding,  we  find  from  time  to  time,  in  the  papers  which  Avere 
brought  before  you,  complaints  of  dense  overcrowding  in  tenemented  houses  ? — Yes. 

6404.  Did  it  appear  to  the  board  of  guardians  that  that  might  have  been  prevented 
by  the  enforcement  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  such  places  ? — I believe  it  was  the  feeling 
of  the  board  of  guardians  that  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act  would  be  a very 
AAffiolesome  Act  to  cany  out  in  its  provisions.  That,  however,  we  were  not  charged,  as 
you  are  aware,  with  carrying  out.  I believe  all  those  members  of  the  board  who  were 
also  members  of  the  town  council  were  anxious  that  that  Act  should  be  put  into  opei'ation. 

6405.  Referring  to  the  time  anterior  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853,  does  it  appear 
to  you  that  the  lienefit  which  might  have  been  derived  from  carrying  out  the  Common 
Lodging-houses  Act  had  actually  been  derived  from  it  ? — Certainly  not. 

6406.  We  find  that  from  the  year  1846  the  town  council  had  authority  to  make 
byelaAvs,  and  to  lay  doAvn  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings.  Does  it 
appear  to  vou,  from  the  class  of  nuisances  brought  under  your  notice,  that  rules  of  that 
character  have  been  properly  made  and  put  in  force  by  the  town  council  ? — I am  not 
aAvare  to  Avhat  extent  they  have  carried  out  these  provisions.  The  corporation  officers, 
upon  whom  devolves  this  duty,  would  be  better  able  to  speak  to  these  facts  than  myself 
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6407.  I would  only  ask  you  whether,  from  the  class  of  nuisances  brought  under  your 
observation,  you  would  or  would  not  infer  or  know  that  rules  of  this  description  had 
been  made  and  put  in  force  ? — I should  not,  certainly,  infer  that  they  had  been  enforced. 
Whether  made  or  not,  I really  do  not  know. 

6408.  Do  you  often  receive  complaints  as  to  offensive  trades  and  offensive  occupations 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough  ; cattle,  slaughter-houses,  pigs,  and  so  on  ? — I have  not 
been  cognizant  of  many  such  complaints  made  to  the  council. 

6409.  But  are  you  aware  that  in  the  fortnight  during  which  you  had  additional 
inspectors  of  nuisances  in  September  1853,  numerous  instances  were  brought  before  the 
board  of  guardians  of  nuisances  of  this  kind  ? — There  were  nuisances  of  that  kind 
referred  to. 

6410.  Did  you  find  one  inspector  of  nuisances,  during  the  three  years  and  a half 
intervening  from  the  beginning  of  1850  to  the  middle  of  1853,  sufficient  for  bringing 
under  your  notice  the  more  flagrant  cases  of  nuisance  ? — The  board  of  guardians  never 
had  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  inspecting  officer  that  he  had  more  duties  devolving 
upon  him  than  he  could  go  through. 

6411.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Ingledew.)  You  are  a member  of  the  town  council,  are  you 
not  ? — I am. 

6412.  And  your  vice  chairman,  Mr.  Ridley,  is  a member  of  the  town  council  also  ? — 
He  is. 

6413.  Were  any  representations  ever  made  either  by  yourself  or  Mr.  Ridley,  or  any 
other  of  the  board  of  guardians  who  may  have  happened  to  be  members  of  the  town 
council,  to  the  town  council  as  a body,  either  privately  or  publicly,  that  you  know  of  ?- — 
As  to  what  ? 

6414.  Of  the  nuisances  to  which  we  are  alluding.  Were  any  reports  made  by  you  or 
them  to  the  town  council,  so  as  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  town  council  this 
everlasting  recurrence  of  nuisances? — I think  not.  I tliink  the  only  sanitary  matter 
brought  before  the  town  council  was  the  putting  in  force  of  the  Lodging-houses  Act. 
With  reference  to  the  other  nuisances,  our  inspector  had  directions  constantly  to  give 
notice  to  the  town  surveyor,  and  we  expected  that  that  would  be  sufficient  ; and  they, 
generally  speaking,  were  attended  to. 

6415.  I mean  with  a view  to  inducing  the  town  council  to  adopt  some  system  for  the 
prevention  of  nuisances  ? — Those  cases  were  laid  before  the  board  of  guardians,  and 
before  any  member  of  the  town  council  who  happened  to  be  a member  of  the  board  of 
guardians. 

6416.  Your  staff,  I suppose,  was  not  so  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  removing  nuisances 
as  the  staff  which  the  town  council  could  have  brought  into  operation  ? — Certainly  not. 

6417.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  that,  after  the  passing  of 
tlie  Nuisances  Removal  Act  and  the  Nuisances  Removal  Amendment  Act,  the  town 
council,  with  their  powerful  staff,  should  have  taken  up  the  working  of  it,  instead  of 
leaving  it  to  the  board  of  guardians  ? — I think  it  desirable  tliat  tliey  should  have  done 
so  if  they  chose,  but  my  belief  is  that  the  board  of  guardians,  as  a 1>ody  meeting  every 
week,  is  more  competent  to  deal  with  the  matter  than  the  town  council. 

6418.  Owing  to  what  circumstances  ; their  repeated  meetings  ? — Their  repeated 
meetings,  and  having  the  reports  brought  before  them  from  week  to  week  ; then,  upon 
these  reports,  they  give  the  necessary  directions. 

6419.  Supposing  there  had  been  a committee  of  the  town  council,  which  met  twice  a 
week,  and  so  on,  to  work  that  Nuisances  Removal  Act  effectually,  with  their  powerful 
staff,  do  not  you  think  that  that  might  have  been  an  improvement  ? — Yes. 

6420.  We  are  at  a loss  to  understand,  on  reading  the  statute,  wh}^  the  execution  of 
that  Act  should  have  been  thrown  upon  what  may  be  called  the  Poor  Law  authorities, 
instead  of  on  the  municipal  authorities  ? — One  of  the  reasons  was  that  the  expenses 
incurred  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  that  Act  were  thrown  generally  upon  the 
town  ; they  were  paid  out  of  the  poor’s  rate.  Had  these  provisions  been  carried  out  by 
the  town  council,  they  would  have  come  upon  the  private  resources  of  the  council. 

6421.  Upon  the  borough  fund? — Upon  the  borough  fund.  I may  say  that  the  board 
of  guardians  were  exceedingly  desirous  to  carry  out,  to  their  fullest  extent,  the  provisions 
of  that  Act  of  Parliament. 

6422.  That  we  have  strong  evidence  of.  Except  a few  gaps  of  six  or  eight  months 
each,  we  have  a continuous  record  in  these  books  of  the  exertions  of  the  board  ol 
guardians  from  week  to  week,  signed  either  by  yourself  or  by  Mr.  Ridley,  I think, 
every  time.  I noticed  very  particularly  that  you  yourself  attended  every  week  almost, 
and  signed  two  or  three  books  ? — I may  observe,  with  respect  to  that,  that  these  reports 
were  all  deliberately  read  out  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  board,  as  they  were  made. 

6423.  But  the  board  never  did,  either  officially  or  through  its  individual  members 
make  any  representations  to  the  town  council,  to  induce  them  either  to  take  up  the 
working  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  or  to  adopt  any  comprehensive  system  foi-  the 
preventing  of  nuisances,  except  in  regard  of  the  one  point  of  a general  drainage  of  the 
borough  ? — No. 
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64*24.  {To  Mr.  Forster.)  We  requested  you  to  prepare  for  us  a stateiueutof  tlie  expenses 
to  Avhich  the  V>oard  of  guardians  had  been  p\it  in  respect  of  this  epidemic  ; is  that  tlie 
statement  which  you  have  prei)ared  {handing  a g>ai:)er  to  the  ? — That  is  the 

statement. 

6425.  And  that,  to  your  knowledge,  is  correct,  as  far  as  you  know? — As  far  as  I know 
it  is  correct. 

CHOLERA,  1853. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  UNION. 


Estimate  of  the  expense  of  removing  Nuisances,  of  Furnishing,  &c..  House  of  Refuge, 
of  Funerals,  of  p>roviding  Necessaries,  Clothing,  Food,  and  Brandy  for  the  Sick,  oj 
Drugs,  and  Medicines,  and  of  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  Nurses,  Ac.  &c. 


Items. 

Amount  already 
paid. 

Amount  yet  to 
pay. 

Total. 

£ 

(1. 

£ 

5. 

(/. 

£ 

S. 

(1. 

Expenses  of  removing  nuisances 

64 

14 

9 

15 

17 

6 

80 

12 

3 

House  of  Refuge  - 

25 

4 

11 

- 

- 

- 

25 

4 

11 

Euneials  (excepting  what  is  charged  in 

the  relief  lists)  ... 

49 

16 

4 

o 

o 

1 

6 

52 

17 

10 

Funerals  in  relief  lists  estimated  at 

350 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

350 

0 

0 

Necessaries,  clothing,  food,  and  brandy  - 

47 

13 

11 

127 

3 

0 

174 

17 

4 

Drugs  and  medicines 

140 

0 

0 

1,043 

10 

2 

1,183 

10 

2 

Assistant  medical  officers 

1,005 

14 

0 

913 

19 

0 

1,919 

13 

0 

Nurses  charged  in  relief  lists  estimated  at 

60 

0 

0 

- 

- 

60 

0 

0 

1,743 

3 

11 

2,103 

11 

7 

3,846 

15 

6 

The  annual  expenses  attending  the  removal  of  nuisances  previous  to  the  late  epidemic 

was  about  46Z. 


Ntiniher  of  Persons  who  became  chargeable  on  account  of  Cholera  according  to  Returns 
furnished,  by  the  Relieving  Officers  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  the  \ Sth  November  1853. 


Adult  males 

- 

- 

- 213 

Adult  females 

- 

- 

- 209 

AVidows 

- 

- 

160 

Orphans 

- 

- 

- 125 

Other  children 

1 

1 

Estimate  of  the  weeldy  expense  which  has  since  been  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of 
people  wlio  have  become  chargeable  in  consequence  of  cholera, — 50^. 


6426.  The  actual  expenses  out  of  pocket  seem  to  have  been  about  3,800Z.? — That,  of 
course,  is  a proximate  estimate.  It  is  not  strictly  ascertained  yet,  but  it  is  as  near  as  it 
is  possible  to  give  it,  in  accounts  which  yet  remain  to  be  settled. 

6427.  The  annual  expenses  attending  the  removal  ot  nuisances,  previously  to  the  late 
epidemic,  had  been  about  AQl  ? — Yes. 

6428.  Does  that  include  tlie  wages  of  the  inspector  or  inspectors  of  nuisances  ? — It  does. 

6429.  The  weekly  expense  which  you  have  since  incurred,  for  the  maintenance  of 
individuals  rendered  chargeable  in  consequence  of  the  cholera,  is  about  oDl  ? — Yes. 

6430.  Have  you  any  notion  how  many  years’  purchase  that  may  be  worth  ? — I have 
not  entered  into  any  calculation  of  that  sort. 

6431.  {To  Mr.  Ingledeiv.)  Here  is  an  estimate  of  a weekly  expense  of  oQl.,  for  the 
maintenance  of  widows,  orphans,  and  so  on  ; or  say  an  expense  of  2,600^  a year,  for  a 
o-iven  time,  as  long  as  the  widows  live,  or  till  the  orphans  are  adult,  and  so  on,  and  with 
an  expense  out  of  pocket  of  nearly  4,000Z.  Should  we  be  making  an  extravagant 

estimate,  if  we  said  that  this  epidemic  had  cost  your  board  alone  25,000Z.? — I should 
think  you  would. 

6432.  At  how  many  years’  purchase  do  you  set  down  that  5i)l.  a week  ? 

6433.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Ten  years’  purchase  ? — I was  thinking  of  ten  years’  purchase. 

6434.  {Chairman)  But  supposing  the  widows  and  orphans,  on  the  average,  were 
charoeable  upon  you  only  for  eight  years,  the  expense  would  be  about  21,000Z.,  and  there 
are  4,000Z  for  the  expenses  out  of  pocket.  Do  you  think  now  that  25,000^.  would  be 
beyond  the  mark  ? — That  may  be  so,  guessing  at  it 
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6-i35.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Forster.)  In  addition  to  that,  I believe  several  thousand 
pounds  were  spent  by  the  vicar  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  survivors,  &c.? — There  was. 

6436.  To  the  extent  of  6,0t0^.  or  7,000L? — Yes. 

6437.  And  the  town  council,  I believe,  gave  oOOZ.? — They  did. 

6438.  {Gliairman  to  Mr.  Ingledeiv.)  And  there  were  some  thousand  pounds  for  extra 
expense  incurred  by  the  benefit  societies.  It  was  stated  to  me  by  a person  wlio  ought  to 
know,  that  the  expense  had  been  probably  somewhere  about  7,000Z.  or  8,000/.;  but 
suppose  I take  3,000/.  or  4,000/.  as  the  extra  expense  incurred  by  the  benefit  societies  of 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  ; should  you  think  tliat  an  extravagant  estimate  ? — I am  not 
aware.. 

6439.  We  had  in  evidence  from  the  foreman  of  Mr.  Stephenson’s  works  that  the  three 
months  of  September,  October,  and  November  cost  the  benefit  society  which  exists 
among  the  men  there  something  like  200/,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  expenditure.  I 
know  that  tliere  are  close  upon  200  benefit  societies,  less  or  larger,  in  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead,  and  I have  in  my  own  mind  set  down  3,000/.  or  4000/.  as  a moderate  com- 
putation of  the  expense  incurred  by  tliem  altogether.  You  could  not  yourself  give  any 
opinion  upon  that  ? — I could  not. 

(J/r.  Forster.)  I had  not  the  slightest  notion  of  it. 

{Mr.  Ingledeiv.)  I had  no  idea  that  it  would  amount  to  so  much. 

6440.  {Chairman)  The  person  to  whom  I allude,  Mr.  Kerss,  gave  me  the  details  of 
some  sixteen  or  seventeen  societies,  among  which  the  extra  expense  had  been  close  upon 
nine  hundred  pounds  ; but  he  admitted  to  me,  upon  my  questioning  him,  that  those 
were  among  the  largest  societies,  and  that  you  could  not  expect  to  keep  up  that  average  ; 
you  have  not  yourself  ever  considered  that  subject? — I have  not. 

6441.  {To  Mr.  Forster.)  Have  your  poor  rates  been  very  high  ; could  you  give  us  the 
average  of  what  your  poor  rates  have  been,  taking  the  past  seven  years  ? — 1 can  furnisli 
you  with  that. 

6442.  Without  much  trouble,  I suppose  ? — AVithout  much  trouble.  I may  state 
generally  that  they  have  not  been  high. 

{Mr.  Ingledeiv.)  They  have  been  very  low  within  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

{Chairman.)  Since  the  Irish  fever  they  liave  been  going  down  again  ? — Yes. 

6443.  And  now  up  again  ? — They  are  not  up  yet  ; they  probably  will  be  very  shortly 
I believe  the  next  call  will  be  considerably  more  than  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  calling. 

6444.  Could  you  tell  us  wliat  the  last  call  was,  and  what  you  suppose  the  next  one  will 
be  ?— I cannot  answer  that ; I think  it  was  about  20,000/,  or  22,000/.  or  23,000/. 

6445.  How  much  in  the  pound  would  that  be  in  your  borough  ? — We  do  not  make  the 
call  upon  a pound  rate  ; because  different  townships  have  difierent  rates.  We  have  an 
aggregate  amount.  We  call  u{)on  the  various  townships  and  parishes  comprised  in  our 
union  according  to  the  balances  appearing  in  hand,  and  according  to  the  requirements  for 
the  relief  of  each  particular  township. 

6446.  Have  you  paid  attention  to  the  state  of  the  town  at  different  times  ? — As  a very 
old  inhabitant  and  as  a resident  in  it  I could  not  avoid  paying  attention  to  it. 

6447.  AVill  you  give  us  your  opinion  on  any  points  as  to  the  state  of  any  districts  that 
you  remember,  as  to  whether  they  have  improved  or  gone  back  i — I cannot  say  that  they 
have  gone  back  ; but  I must  say  that  they  have  improved  upon  the  whole. 

6448.  Take  Sandgate  ; is  that  one  of  the  places  to  which  you  allude  ? — Sandgate,  no 
doubt,  has  been  improved  latterl}^ 

6449.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  had  occasion  to  visit  it? — I occasionally  go  through  it, 
and  have  occasionally  in  my  capacity  as  a guardian  made  visits  to  it. 

6450.  Ho  you  differ  from  the  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  and  expressed  strongly, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  remove  it  altoirether  ? — If  it  could  not  be  cleansed,  I think  it 
would  be  better  removed,  certainly. 

6451.  Cleansed  and  also  ventilated? — The  houses  are  too  much  crowded  together,  and 
in  small  lanes  and  alleys. 

6452.  {Chairman)  How  do  you  think  that  Pandon  is,  in  regard  of  Sandgate,  worse  or 
better? — I think  Pandon  is  worse. 

6453.  And  as  to  Castle  Garth,  do  you  think  it  as  bad  as  Sandgate  ? — I do  not  think 
it  is  so  bad  as  Pandon  and  Sandgate. 

6454.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  By  St.  Nicholas  church,  how  is  it? — I do  not  know  it  of  my 
own  knowledge.  There  are  some  entries  opposite  St.  Nicholas  church,  which,  I am  told, 
are  in  a very  bad  condition.  There  is  an  old  sewer  running  down  at  the  foot  of  these 
entries,  which  is,  I am  told,  in  a very  imperfect  state,  and  that  a great  deal  of 
unpleasantness  arises  to  the  inhabitants  there. 

6455.  (Chairman.)  If  you  would  like  to  make  any  observations  as  to  water  or  gas,  or 
any  other  point,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion  ? — No.  I may  say  that  this  is 
the  first  opportunity  which  I have  had  of  attending  this  Commission.  1 have  been  absent 
from  home  for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  and  therefore  I hope  the  members  of  the 
Commission  will  not  think  that  I have  been  negligent  as  a public  officer  in  attending  here. 

6456.  You  have  been  well  represented  here  nevertheless,  and  we  have  had  the 
very  aide  assistance  of  Mr.  Forster.  (To  Mr.  Forster.)  We  will  leave  it  to  you  to  make 
any  observations  or  not,  as  you  may  please  on  water,  or  gas,  or  any  other  point  you  like, 
as  a private  citizen  ? 

8 E 
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Mr.  J.  Stephens. 


{Mr.  Simon.)  Or  as  an  officer  ? — These  are  subjects  which  I have  not  given  very  close 
consideration  to,  and  I should  prefer  leaving  it  to  those  who  have  given  more  considera- 
tion to  such  matters. 


Mr.  John  Stephens,  sworn. 

6457.  (Chairman.)  You  are  superintendent  of  police  in  this  town  ? — I am.  I have  been 
superintendent  here  since  1836,  and  previously  to  that  I was  seven  years  in  the  metropo- 
litan pobce. 

6458.  In  which  district  of  the  metropolis  were  you  ?— -In  three  ; in  the  last  I was  in 
Westminster. 

6459.  In  Westminster,  than,  you  probably  became  familiar  with  some  of  the  very  worst 
localities  in  all  London  ? — Yes,  Tothill  Fields. 

6460.  Can  you  form  a judgment  in  your  own  mind  as  to  the  comparative  state  of  the 
very  worst  parts  of  Westminster,  and  such  parts  of  Newcastle  as  Sandgate  and  Pandon, 
Causey  Bank  and  Silver  Street,  the  Close  and  Castle  Garth,  and  so  on  ? — It  is  a different 
kind  of  population  altogether ; the  proximity  of  the  household  troops  and  the  guards 
cause  a great  deal  of  vice  and  misery  there. 

6461.  Speaking  in  detail  then,  and  firstly  of  privy  acccommodation,  do  you  believe,  that 
taking  the  worst  district  which  you  can  think  of  in  all  Westminster,  you  could  find  any 
place  there  so  extremely  destitute  of  privy  accommodation  as  Sandgate,  and  some  other 
parts  of  Newcastle? — The  difference  in  the  two  towns  is  very  distinct.  I have  only 
experience  of  those  two  towns,  and  I find  that  there  has  been  a great  deal  done  in  the 
sewering  here  since  1845.  There  was  a sewer  rate  laid  on  at  that  time,  and  a great 
number  of  sewers  have  been  made  ; and  there  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  to  make  sewers : but  there  is  an  impatience,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  ot 
taxation  ; and  as  the  representatives  are  controlled  by  the  people,  they  have  to  struggle 
through  difficulties  ; and  therefore,  whenever  a motion  is  made  for  the  expenditure  of 
money,  the  representatives  have  considerable  difficulty. 

6462.  You  have  not  quite  understood  my  question,  nor  the  object  of  it.  We  have 
examined  three  or  four  gentlemen  of  great  experience  as  superintending  inspectors  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  they  have,  almost  every  one  of  them,  I believe,  said,  that  in  the 
totality,  so  to  say,  of  sanitary  evils,  in  the  want  of  house  drains  into  sewers,  if  there  be 
sewers,  in  the  want  of  piivies  and  aslq^its,  the  want  of  sufficient  paving,  the  want  of 
scavenage,  the  want  of  adequate  water  supply,  the  bad  form  of  house  construc- 
tion, the  extent  to  which  overcrowding  prevails,  and  so  on,  there  are  no  districts 
within  their  knowledge  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  of  anything  like  the  same  extent 
and  area,  which  are  so  totally  destitute  and  ill-conditioned  as  Sandgate  and  Pandon  and 
Castle  Garth,  and  two  or  three  others  that  we  can  speak  of,  and  that  they  would  therefore 
recommend  that  these  places  be  pulled  down  by  way  of  improvement ; and  accordingly, 
we  wanted  to  get  an  opinion  upon  this  very  same  point  from  you,  who  have,  or  ought  to 
have,  a most  intimate  local  acquaintance  with  what  we  take  to  be  among  the  very  worst 
localities  in  the  kingdom,  viz.,  with  those  places  about  Westminster.  In  regard,  therefore, 
of  privy  accommodation,  whicli  we  take  as  the  first  point  of  comparison,  do  you  know  any 
district  in  Westminster,  of  which  you  can  say  that  nine-tenths  of  a population  of  between 
four  thousand  and  five  thousand  persons  are,  or  were  in  August  1853,  so  extremely 
destitute  of  privy  accommodation,  as  you  yourself  must  know  Sandgate  and  Pandon  and 
some  other  of  the  districts  of  Newcastle  to  be  ? — The  jiroperty  in  Westminster,  and  | 
the  property  in  the  parts  you  have  mentioned,  are  not  of  the  same  antiquity. 

6463.  (Air.  Simon.)  But  are  they  without  privies  there  ? — I dare  say  there  are  a gi’eat 
number  without  privies  in  Westminster. 

6464.  Do  you  believe  that  nine-tenths  of  the  population  in  any  district  which  you  can  t 
name  there  are  without  privies  ? — I think  the  history  of  the  town  must  be  considered  in  J 
giving  an  answer  to  the  question.  I must  go  to  its  first  condition.  In  all  ancient  towns, 
particularly  in  walled  towns,  the  people  huddled  under  the  walls  for  protection. 

6465.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  That  may  be  a reason  why  it  should  be  so  had,  but  take  it  first  : 

upon  the  naked  facts  of  its  badness.  Is  the  worst  part  of  Westminster  as  bad  as  the  i 
woi-st  part  of  Newcastle  ? — I cannot  speak  of  the  sewerage  of  Westminster.  ' 

6466.  (Chairman.)  We  are  asking  you  as  to  the  privy  accommodation  ? — I will  tell 

you  the  custom  in  this  town.  i 

6467.  We  want  to  know  the  simple  fact,  whether  in  your  acquaintance  with  the  very  ,| 

worst  districts  of  Westminster,  you  ever  knew  a district  of  anything  like  the  size  of  | 
Sandgate  or  of  Pandon,  nine-tenths  of  the  population  of  which  were,  so  to  say,  without  I 
privy  accommodation  ? — There  is  a difference  in  the  towns.  I cannot  answer  the  question.  | 
I must  decline  answering  the  question.  _ j 

6468.  (Air.  Bateman.)  Is  there  any  district  of  Westminster  so  destitute  of  ventilation,  u 
cr  so  blocked  up  in  narrow  alleys  and  blind  courts  as  Sandgate? — As  I said  before,  there 

is  not ; because i 

6469.  First,  simply,  do  you  know  any  district  of  equal  extent  in  Westminster,  where  J 

there  is  so  little  light  and  ventilation,  and  means  of  obtaining  air  ?-  Westminster  is  very  | 
bad  indeed.  j 
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The  evidence  of  this  luitness  was  here  discontinued,  and  his  •previous  evidence,  both  Mr  . J.  Stephens. 

oral  and  documentary,  expunged ; except  in  so  far  as  may  suffice  to  exhibit  his  

contumacious  behaviour,  and  his  determination  not  to  afford  to  the  Commissioners  that  28th  Jan.  1854. 

information,  which  they  have  good  reason  to  suppose  he  must  have  possessed.  The  few  — 

following  questions  and  ansviers,  however,  have  been  allowed  to  stand,,  on  account  of  the 
wholly  neiv  piece  of  evidence  or  information  to  which  they  led. 

6470.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  you  any  knowledgb  of  any  regulations  that  may  have  been 
issued  relating  to  lodging-houses,  either  under  the  local  Act  of  1846,  or  under  the 
Common  Lodging-houses  Act  of  1851  ? — Yes. 

6471.  With  the  dates  at  which  they  were  issued  ?~With  regard  to  the  Common 
Lodging-houses  Act,  it  was  brought  before  the  authorities,  and  some  difference  of  opinion 
existed  as  to  the  construction  of  tlie  Act.  A deputation  of  the  watch  committee  waited 
upon  the  magistrates,  and  it  was  discussed ; however,  no  regulations  were  in  force.  I 
took  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  directed  a superintendence  of  the  lodging- 
houses  ; and  this  is  a register  of  them,  which  I have  kept  ever  since. 

6472.  Will  you  apply  yourself  to  the  regulations  issued  ? — In  the  Act  of  Parliament 
there  was  a clause  giving  me  2:>ower,  in  fact  insisting  that  they  should  be  registered. 

6473.  It  was  the  regulations  which  we  were  anxious  to  hear  about  first  ? — I stated 
that  there  were  no  byelaws  formed,  in  consequence  of  a difference  of  opinion. 

6474.  There  were  no  byelaws  issued  till  when  ? — Till  the  latter  part  of  1853;  but 
notwithstanding  that,  though  that  was  not  the  case,  yet  there  was  a superintendence  over 
them,  by  a clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  we  obliged  them  to  register  themselves ; 
this  is  the  record  of  the  registration.  One  person  was  fined  two  pounds  for  over- 
crowding, and  not  keeping  his  place  clean.  There  were  other  poor  people  brought  up  and 
admonished. 

6475.  Will  you  advert  to  the  circumstances  of  that  fine? — It  does  not  appear  in  this  record. 

6476.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  us  the  reference  to  that  fine  ? — While  the 
book  is  being  sent  for,  I may  mention  that  it  had  a very  beneficial  effect,  our  paying 
attention  to  the  lodging-houses.  There  was  a marked  improvement  in  them,  and  many 
of  them  felt  it  too  irksome,  and  left  their  lodgings  and  went  to  some  other  part  of 
England.  There  are  140  of  them  here.  I ought  to  state,  that  during  the  epidemic 
we  distributed  seventeen  jars  of  lime,  which  we  gave  to  the  poor  people.  Here  is  a record 
of  the  number  of  persons  now  living  in  the  Keelmen’s  hospital : there  are  nine  averaging 
seventy-seven  years  each  ; one  eighty-two,  another  in  Sandgate  eighty-five,  another 
eighty -nine,  and  in  the  North  Shore,  one  ninety -two ; in  Byker,  one  eighty-one;  in 
St.  Anthony’s,  one  eighty-two  ; St.  Peter’s,  one  eighty-three. 

6477.  You  have  stated  that  a person  Avas  fined  two  pounds  for  overcrowding  ? — For  a 
breach  of  the  regulations  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  I think  it  was  for  overcrowding 
and  dirt  together  ; the  book  will  show  that  he  was  fined. 

6478.  {To  Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Was  a person  fined  two  pounds  for  overcrowding, 

AAuthout  regulations  having  been  issued  on  that  subject  ? — {Mr.  Tovm  Clerk.)  I have 
no  means  of  knowledge  on  the  subject.  Parties  are  not  to  be  received  in  common 
lodging-houses  until  registered  under  this  Act.  It  was  under  that  clause  perhaps,  that  he 
was  fined ; because  he  had  taken  lodgers  in,  and  had  not  registered. 

6479.  ( To  Mr.  Stephens.)  Then  he  was  fined  for  not  registering,  not  for  over- 
crowding ? — For  not  registering  and  being  dirty.  Here  is  the  officer  who  proved  the 
conviction.  This  is  a notice  which  was  issued  by  the  Trinity  House  to  ships  {producing 
the  same). 

6480.  {Chairman.)  We  want  to  knoAv  hoAV  a man  was  fined  either  for  being  dirty  or 
for  overcroAvding,  seeing  that,  as  you  say,  no  regulations  or  byelaws  as  regards  either  the 
cleanliness  or  the  overcrowding  of  houses  had  ever  been  issued  ? — It  is  under  this  clause  ; 
he  was  fined  for  taking  in  lodgers  without  having  registered. 

6481.  The  officer,  Mr.  Little,  to  whom  you  refer  as  having  given  evidence  for  the 
conviction,  says  it  Avas  for  overcrowding.  We  want  the  book  to  ascertain  what  the 
facts  are? — {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Here  is  the  record  of  the  conviction.  It  is  under  the 
eighth  section. 

6482.  For  not  registering?  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  No,  for  taldng  lodgers  before 

the  house  had  been  inspected  and  approved.  The  clause  runs  thus : “ After  one 

“ month  after  the  giving  of  such  notice  to  register  as  by  this  Act  provided,  the  keeper  of 
“ any  common  lodging-house,  or  any  other  person  shall  not  receive  any  lodger  in  such 
“ house,  until  the  same  has  been  inspected  and  approved  for  that  purpose  by  some  officer 
“ appointed  in  that  behalf”  It  had  not  been  approved. 

6483.  {Dfr.  Simon,  j It  Avas  not  then  a conviction  for  breaking  any  regulations  that 
had  been  issued? — {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  No  ; l^ut  for  non-compliance  Avith  that  clause. 

6484.  {Chairman)  If  evidence  Avas  given  by  Mr.  Inspector  Little,  as  to  the  over- 
croAvding  of  the  liouse,  and  so  on,  still  it  was  not  upon  that  evidence  that  he  can  have 
been  convicted  ? — {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Those  were  incidental  circumstances,  which  probably 
would  influence  the  mind  of  the  convicting  magistrate. 

6485.  {Chairman)  There  is  no  authority  in  the  Act  to  fine  a man  for  overcrowding 
his  house,  untd  aft(u-  regulations  on  that  head  have  been  issued  ? — (ifr.  Toivn  Clerk) 

There  is  not. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr.  R,  Wallace. 
28tli  Jan.  1854. 


Mr.  Egbert  Wallace,  sworn. 

6486.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  are  the  town  surveyor  of  this  town  ? — I am. 

6487.  You  liave  just  lianded  in  several  documents,  one  of  wliich  is  a list  of  paved  and 
unpaved  streets  and  alleys  in  the  borough  of  Newcastle  ; the  total  amount  appearing  to 
be  nearly  forty-four  miles  ? — Yes. 

6488.  Does  that  include  the  whole  of  the  streets  which  are  thoroughfares  within  the 
borough  ? — It  includes  the  Avhole  of  those  that  we  conceive  to  be  streets.  Tlie  borough  is 
very  extensive  and  includes  a good  deal  of  what  Ave  regard  as  the  country  ; but  those  are 
all  that  we  conceiAm  to  be  streets. 

6489.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Within  the  old  borough  of  NeAAmastle  there  appear  to  be  about 
281  miles  of  public  way,  of  Avhich  about  15-1-  miles  are  paved  streets,  about  8i 
macadamized  streets,  and  1^^  paved  or  flagged  alleys  ; Avhile  there  are  about  tAvo  miles  ot 
what  you  call  unfinished  streets,  and  nearly  a mile  of  unfinished  allej^s  ; by  Avhich,  ot 
course,  you  mean  streets  and  alleys  to  which  nothing  whatever  has  been  done  ? — Yes, 
that  is  within  the  ancient  borough. 

6490.  Then  in  Westgate  and  Elswick  toAvnships  you  lia\'e  about  12^-  miles  of  what  you 
conceive  to  be  public  Avaj",  of  Avhich  nearly  41  are  paved  streets,  more  than  24  are 
macadamized  streets,  .and  nearly  ^ .are  paved  or  flagged  alleys ; while  there  are  nearly 
34  miles  of  unfinished  streets,  and  more  than  1;|  of  unfinished  alleys  ? — Yes. 

6491.  Again,  in  Byker  and  Jesmond  toAAmships  you  h.ave  nearly  2|-  miles  of  what  you 
call  public  Avay,  of  Avhich  nearly  4 a mile  is  paAmd  street,  nearly  | is  macadamized  street, 
and  nearly  \ paved  or  flagged  alle3^s  ; Avhile  more  than  one  mile  is  unfinished  street,  and 
nearly  mile  unfinished  alley  ? — Yes. 

6492.  {Chairman.)  Can  you  tell  us  Avhat  is  the  length  of  the  public  Ava^vs  or 
thoroughfares  in  the  borough,  Avhich  you  do  not  conceiAm  to  be  streets  ? — That  I cannot 
tell. 

6493.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Were  you  responsible  for  the  p.avement  of  those  toAvnships  ? — 
No ; we  h.aAm  not  done  anything  there  at  all,  except  in  one  case  ; and  there  the  parties 
paid  for  it.  Indeed  until  last  August  Ave  had  no  control  OA^er  the  roads  .and  streets  in 
the  toAAUiships. 

6494.  So  that  the  p.aAmment  in  the  toAAuiships  is  not  your  Avork? — No. 

6495.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Then  the  Avhole  .amount  for  which  you  have  been  responsible 
Avould  be  the  28^  miles  finished  and  unfinished  Avithin  the  ancient  borough  ? — Yes. 

6496.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  knoAV  Avhether  anything  has  been  done  under  the  20th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1850,  authorizing  the  council  to  compel  the  paving  of  “any  court, 
“ lane,  passage,  or  place  Avithin  the  borough  for  the  time  being  open  for  foot  passengers  or 
“ carri.ages,  even  though  having  a gate,  bar  or  chain  thereon,  or  over  Avhich  any  person 
“may  have  or  exercise  ownership?” — We  haA^e  paved  and  flagged  a street  of  that  kind  in 
the  Shield  Field  Avhere  there  Avas  a gate  or  bar  across  it. 

6497.  You  have  occasionally  done  so  ? — AVe  did  one  there. 

6498.  Do  you  remember  about  Avhat  time  it  was  ? — I suppose  about  three  years  ago. 

6499.  In  1851,  perhap.s,  just  after  the  passing  of  that  Act? — I suppose  about  three 
years  ago. 

6500.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  In  speaking  of  paved  streets  you  include  everything  which  is 
or  has  been  paved,  no  matter  Avhat  its  condition  noAv  ? — It  is  no  matter  what  description 
of  stone,  Avhether  sets  or  boulder  stone  or  chip  stone.  AA^e  class  them  all  under  the  head 
of  pavement. 

6501.  And  in  macad.amized  streets  .and  roads  do  you  include  any  which  are  cindered, 
or  those  AAuth  broken  stone  upon  them  only  ? — Broken  stone  only. 

6502.  {Chairman.)  Is  the  paving  in  Sandgate  mainly  AAdth  pebbles  .and  boulders  ? — 
Yes. 

6503.  And  are  the  paAmd  or  flagged  alleys  many  of  them  paved  like  those  in  Sandgate  ? 
—Yes. 

6504.  Unfinished  alleys  are  those  Avhich  have  not  had  anything  done  to  them  except 
what  refuse  the  inhabitants  choose  to  throAv  upon  them  ? — Yes. 

6505.  I see  that  about  the  9th  May  1851,  Inspector  Jenkins,  in  reporting  seA’eral  ot 
the  Sandgate  lanes  as  filth}^,  added  that  the  corporation  sweepers  could  not  get  the  filth 
removed  in  consequence  of  the  lanes  being  so  much  out  of  repair  with  regard  to  paving. 
AVould  that,  think  jmu,  apply  to  many  other  instances  beside  those  in  Sandgate? — I 
might  mention,  that  since  that  time  the  Avhole  of  the  alleys  on  the  north  side  of  Sandgate 
have  been  Avholly  reneAved  by  flagging.  On  the  south  side  of  Sandgate  most  of  them 
have  undergone  a very  great  repaii-. 

6506.  You  have  gradually  been  substituting  flags  in  the  courts  for  these  boulder 
stones  ? — Yes,  and  improving  those  that  were  paved  Avuth  boulders  ; re-paving  many  of 
them. 

6507.  {Mr.  Bateman)  In  the  ancient  borough  it  appears  that  there  are  only  two 
miles  of  unfinished  streets  and  nearly  one  mile  of  unfinished  alleys,  making  altogether 
nearly  three  miles  out  of  28^  ? — Yes. 

6508.  In  Westgate  and  Elswick  toAvnships  there  are  nearly  54  miles  unfinished  out  of 
12^  ?— Yes. 
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6509.  And  in  Byker  and  Jesmond  townships  there  is  rather  better  than  1-|  out  of 
2|-  ? — It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  we  do  not  take  the  whole  of  those  townships 
in;  wo  only  take  some  of  the  principal  streets  connected  with  houses  adjoining  the 
ancient  borough ; we  do  not  go  to  any  extent  into  the  townships. 

6510.  Have  you  any  provision  for  paving  new  streets  as  they  are  formed  ? — We  have 
the  power  of  compelling  them  to  be  paved  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors. 

6511.  (Ghairnutn)  Since  1850? — Since  1850  I believe  it  is. 

6512.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Within  the  ancient  borough  has  this  been  done  pretty  generally  ? 
— The  old  streets,  those  that  have  been  paved  before,  Ave  are  bound  to  keep  up. 

6518.  But  the  neAv  streets  Avhich  from  time  to  time  are  built  within  the  ancient 
borough  ? — There  we  can  compel  the  proprietors  to  pave  and  flag  them  at  their  own 
expense  ; and  when  finished,  the  corporation  take  them  up  and  keep  them  up  thereafter. 

6514).  {Ghairman.)  You  mentioned  that,  about  1851,  you  caused  a j)rivate  street  in 
Shield  Field  to  be  paved  under  the  poAver  of  the  Local  Act  of  1850.  Ho  you  remember 
any  other  instances  of  the  kind  ? — We  have  done  three  or  four  more.  We  did  Shield 
Street,  and  we  did  Camden  Street  and  one  or  tAvo  other  streets. 

6515.  Was  it  at  the  same  time  ? — About  the  same  time. 

6516.  {Mr.  Simon.)  You  haAm  no  way  of  telling  us,  I suppose,  hoAV  far  these  streets 
which  are  paved  are  Avell  paved,  or  hoAv  soon  they  Avould  require  to  be  renewed  ? — We  haAm 
no  knowledge  of  that ; it  depends  a good  deal  upon  the  material  they  are  paAm.d  Avith  and 
the  traffic  upon  the  street. 

6517.  I see  some  streets  put  down  here  as  paved  streets,  along  which  Ave  walked  a day  or 
two  ago,  and  I confess  we  should  hardly  have  suspected  that  they  were  paAmd ; I mean 
about  St.  Peter’s  ? — That  has  not  been  paved  by  me.  I never  did  a yard  of  pavement  there. 

6518.  They  enter  into  your  list  of  paAmd  streets,  however  ? — Just  so. 

6519.  They  are  put  down  here  as  paved  ; St.  Peter’s  and  the  five  small  streets  running 
from  St.  Peter’s  nortliAA-ards  are  put  down  as  paved? — Yes. 

6520.  {Mr.  Town  Cleric.)  You  did  not  pave  them? — No;  but  the  Commissioners  Avished 
to  have  the  Avhole  number  of  the  streets  paved;  and  I merely  complied  Avitli  their  request, 
or  I should  not  haAm  put  them  in  at  all.  I had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

6521.  {Chairman.)  We  walked  up  and  doAvn  most  of  those  five  streets,  and  Avere 
hardly  aware  that  they  Avere  paved  ? — I think  you  Avill  find  them  paved.  I think  you 
will  find  the  stone  there. 

6522.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Hoav  much  of  the  Avhole  25j-  miles  Avould  be  in  that  condition  ? 
— Not  much  of  tliat  kind,  I hope. 

6523.  {Chairman.)  You  admit  that  some  parts  of  Avhat  are  here  mentioned  as  paved 
are  not  by  any  means  well  paved  ?— I do  not  mean  to  set  them  all  doAvn  as  well  paved 
streets. 

6524.  {Mr.  Toivn  Cleric.)  But  you  say  that  all  Avhich  you  paved  are  well  paved  ? — Tliey 
have  been ; but  some  of  them  get  bad  in  course  of  time. 

6525.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  We  have  also  before  us  a list  of  the  sewers  in  the  town,  which 
amounts  to  fifteen  miles  in  length  as  nearly  as  may  be  ? — Yes. 

6526.  Consisting  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  fi'om  12  feet  by  6 doAvn  to  about  2 feet  l )y 
18  inches,  Avhich  seems  to  be  about  the  smallest  size  you  have  ? — Yes;  there  are  many 
more  than  those,  small  things  in  lanes  and  alleys,  but  Ave  do  not  not  conceive  them  to  be 
sewers,  and  they  are  not  included. 

6527.  {GhoArman.)  Plave  you  no  larger  map  to  exhibit  your  sewers  upon  ? — We  haAm 
a very  large  one  Avhich  we  are  busy  Avith  now.  We  have  had  to  explore  the  Avhole  course 
of  the  sewers.  When  I came  into  office,  I scarcely  knew  Avhere  a sewer  Avas  ; and  in  the 
course  of  time  Ave  had  to  ferret  and  explore  them  ; and  Ave  are  noAV  prejAaring  a larger 
plan,  that  we  are  going  to  lay  them  doAvn  on. 

6528.  When  did  you  come  into  office  ?— In  June  1835. 

6529.  {Mr.  BaAeman.)  Nearly  all  the  sewers  are  flat-bottomed  seAvers  ? — Yes ; they 
were  made  so  until  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  since  when  we  have  adopted  egg- 
shaped  and  circular  sewers. 

6530.  What  led  you  to  adopt  that  shape;  did  you  find  the  other  sewers  choked  up  or 
not  acting  properly  ? — -I  found  many  of  them  not  acting  so  Avell  as  the  circle  was  likely  to 
do.  I thought  that  when  the  Avater  Avas  spread  over  a large  surface,  it  Avas  not  so  likely  to 
carry  off  so  much  of  the  sediment  as  in  a narroAV  confined  surface. 

6531.  Hid  you  find  many  of  your  seAvers  stopped  up  or  in  bad  condition? — Yes;  I 
found  a sediment  in  them  occasionally  ; man}'  of  the  old  sewers. 

6532.  Were  you  often  called  upon  to  cleanse  them  ? — Not  very  often  ; Ave  had  to  cleanse 
some  of  them  occasionally.  Many  of  them  have  a very  rapid  fall  and  clear  out  all  before 
them  ; otliers  are  like  all  sewers  and  have  to  be  attended  to  and  cleaned  out  occasionally. 

6533.  Have  you  had  any  sewers  blown  up  by  the  quantity  of  Avater  Avhich  passes 
through  them  at  any  time? — Yes. 

6534.  Wliere? — in  general,  betAveen  the  foot  of  Hean  Street  and  the  Sand  Hill.  We 
have  had  tliat,  I think,  twice  blown  up. 

6535.  Was  it  by  the  amount  of  rain  due  to  an  ordinary  fall,  or  was  it  by  accident  ? — 
Partly  both.  The  first  time  I recollect  was  Avhen  the  North  Shields’  railway  was  opened 
out ; it  was  a most  tremendously  Avet  day  ; there  Avas,  probably,  as  heavy  a fall  of  rain  as 
I ever  recollect  in  this  neighbour-hood.  I happened  to  be  doAvn  at  that  point,  and  when  I 
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came  back,  I hardly  knew  the  old  place  again  ; it  was  in  such  a state  after  having  been 
blown  up.  I think,  some  time  after  again,  some  of  the  timber  from  Mr.  Grainger  s new 
buildings  got  down  into  and  jammed  across  the  sewer  and  blew  it  up. 

6536.  That  was  an  accidental  obstruction  ? — Yes  ; we  got,  I think,  a labourer’s  hod  out 
of  it,  and  two  or  three  .short  pieces  of  timber ; and  after  that,  we  put  in  a very  large  sewer 
there.  It  had  been  a very  small  one  ; it  had  been  two  feet  eight  by  two  feet  two,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  and  we  put  in  a large  one,  and  nothing  has  occurred  there  since,  and 
never  will,  I think. 

6537.  I have  been  going  through  some  of  these  sewers  with  you,  and  find  them  of 
almost  all  sizes  and  shapes,  large  ones  running  into  small  ones,  and  small  ones  running 
into  large  ones.  For  instance,  taking  that  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pandon  Dean,  where  it 
begins  with  a large  sewer  twelve  feet  by  six,  it  runs  down  to  Stockbridge,  where  it  is 
seven  feet  by  four,  and  then  at  Pandon  Dean  becomes  five  feet  by  five  ; in  the  Pandon 
Street  it  is  five  feet  by  four,  and  then  going  down  to  the  river  is  five  feet  by  five  ? — I 
suppose  it  is  never  half  full,  any  part  of  it. 

6538.  Although  it  appears  that  it  is  very  various  in  size,  is  the  smallest  large  enough 
to  carry  all  the  water  ? — Decidedly.  The  other  day  I went  to  look  at  it  after  the  melting 
of  the  snow,  and,  in  short,  the  invert  of  it  was  scarcely  covered. 

6539.  In  Pilgrim  Street  again,  below  the  arcade  the  sewer  is  four  feet  by  two  feet  two, 
and  above  the  arcade  four  feet  b}^  two  feet  eight  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case  no  doubt ; but 
here  the  sewer  comes  along  Moseley  Street.  When  we  put  in  this  sewer,  we  made  it  larger 
than  the  one  below.  There  are  only  about  four  or  five  yards  there  to  connect  it  with  the 
Moseley  Street  one  ; and  there  is  scarcely  any  water  running  down  it. 

6540.  So  that  the  water  coming  down  Pilgrim  Street  above  the  arcade  may  then  have 
the  option  of  escaping,  partly  down  the  lower  part  of  Pilgrim  Street,  and  partly  down 
Moseley  Street  ? — Yes. 

6541.  In  following  your  Pilgrim  Street  sewer  up  into  Northumberland  Street,  I find  the 
sewer  about  four  feet  by  two  feet  eight,  up  to  the  top  of  Northumberland  Street  at  its 
commencement  ? — Yes. 

6542.  Is  not  Northumberland  Street  and  also  Pilgrim  Street  rather  on  the  ridge  of  a 
hill,  the  grormd  falling  away  on  each  side  ? — Yes,  it  partly  falls  on  each  side  into  a sort  of 
lower  gronud. 

6543.  {Mr.  Town  Cleric)  And  the  houses  drain  to  the  back,  I suppose  ? — A portion  of 
them  do. 

6544.  {Mr.  Bateman)  That  sewer  not  having  more  to  do,  as  appears  at  present,  except 
to  drain  just  the  few  houses  immediately  on  each  side  of  Northumberland  Street,  appears 
of  an  unnsual  size,  does  it  not  ? — Not  to  me.  I like  to  have  a sewer  for  a man  to  go  up 
readily,  not  merely  to  contain  the  water. 

6545.  Both  those  are  egg-shaped  sewers  ? — Yes,  it  was  only  put  up  four  or  five  years 
ago. 

6546.  Do  you  intend  to  employ  that  sewer  to  carry  off  more  water? — Yes,  considerable 
water  from  the  common  will  come  to  it ; a great  deal  of  water  comes  down  by  what  they 
call  the  Castle  Leazes  ; and  a great  deal  more  v/ater  will  run  down  it  than  now  does. 

6547.  When  you  are  called  upon  to  make  a new  sewer,  how  do  you  6xthe  size  which  it 
ought  to  be  ? — I cannot  say  that  I have  any  particular  scale,  but  I exercise  my  judgment, 
knowing  the  neighbourhood  well ; knowing  the  number  of  houses  which  there  are,  and 
the  quantity  of  water  which  is  likely  to  come  dorvn. 

6548.  In  Gallo wgate  I think  there  is  a sewer  only  about  three  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  fi-round  ; tlie  heioht  of  the  sewer  itself  being  two  feet  six  ? — -It  is  covered  with  the 
flags. 

6549.  The  roof  of  the  sewer  forms  the  flagging  of  the  footway? — A portion  of  it 
does. 

6550.  Do  not  the  chinks  in  the  flags  allow  the  effluvium  to  escape  from  the  sewer? 
— Very  little  sewage  goes  down  it ; that  is  a sewer  not  likely  to  answer  the  purpose 
very  long. 

6551.  {Mr.  Toivn  Cleric)  As  regards  this  sewer,  of  winch  the  roof  is  the  flag  footway, 
are  any  water-closets  drained  into  it,  or  is  night  soil  of  any  sort  introduced  into  it  ? — 
None  at  all ; it  is  nothing  but  the  water  that  comes  down  the  Gallowgate  and  Leazes 
Lane. 

6552.  It  is  only  a surface  drain  ? — Only  that. 

6553.  {Chairman)  Then  the  houses  on  either  side  do  not  drain  into  it  at  all  ? — Yes,  a 
portion  of  the  Leazes  Terrace  water  comes  into  it. 

6554.  I mean  their  water-closets  and  sinks,  and  so  on  ? — A portion  of  Leazes  Terrace 
will  drain  into  it ; a portion  of  St.  James’s  Street,  also,  will  drain  into  it. 

6555.  Have  they  water-closets  there? — Yes,  in  Leazes  Terrace. 

6556.  {Mr.  Simon)  And  the  house  drains,  such  as  they  are,  of  Gallowgate,  open  into 
it,  I .suppose  ? — Yes,  two  or  three  go  into  it,  but  there  is  not  much  water  goes  down  it ; a 
great  deal  of  clean  water  from  tlie  Leazes,  too,  comes  into  it. 

6557.  {Mr.  Totvn  Cleric)  Is  that  an  ancient  or  a modern  drain? — An  old  one. 

6558.  {Mr.  Bateman)  I see  that  a good  many  .sewers  have  been  done  within  recent 
periods,  1846,  1847,  1849,  1851,  and  so  on? — Yes. 
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6559.  Since  about  1847  there  has  been  a good  deal  done  apparently? — Yes;  we  got 
the  borough  sewer-rate  then,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  so  many  have  been  done. 

{Mr.  Town  Glerh)  Formerly  they  were  done  out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation.  Since 
that  time  we  have  had  a sewer-rate  aided  by  the  funds  of  the  corporation. 

6560.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Since  this  period  have  you  adopted  the  egg-shape  drain  ? — I 
myself  prefer  the  circle.  I do  not  like  the  egg-shape  so  well  as  the  circle. 

6561.  Circular  bottoms  do  you  mean? — A circular  drain  altogether,  with  a stone 
bottom  to  it. 

6562.  I see  there  is  a sewer  in  Ouse  Street  made  in  1853,  two  feet  by  eighteen  inches, 
which  is  a square  sewer  ? — That  is  a small  one,  merely  going  across  the  street,  though 
of  course  there  is  a good  deal  of  water  rushing  down  the  hill ; no  houses  drain  into  it, 
I believe. 

6563.  How  are  these  square  sewers  constructed  ? — Generally  they  have  flat  bottoms  ; 
very  often  it  is  some  of  the  Caithness  flag  stone,  the  same  as  we  have  for  the  footpaths 
here,  an  inferior  sort  of  stone. 

6564.  With  side  walls  upon  a flat  bottom? — Yes;  we  generally  have  the  foundation 
laid  level  with  the  bottom  of  our  sides.  We  principally  depend  upon  the  foundation  ; 
we  generally  have  brick  or  stone  with  them. 

6565.  Do  you  And  them  at  all  liable  to  tear  up? — No,  not  when  they  are  below  the 
side  walls. 

6566.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Bryson)  Had  the  sewer  in  Grainger  Street,  which  you 
examined  for  us  some  time  since  and  found  torn  up,  a flat  bottom  ? — Yes. 

6567.  Flag  or  brick  at  the  bottom? — Flag. 

6568.  The  flag  itself  then  was  torn  up? — Yes,  but  the  bottom  had  never  been  under 
the  wall. 

(Mr.  Wallace)  It  was  one  of  Mr.  Grainger’s  sewers.  I think  it  was  a very  old  one. 
I do  not  think  Mr.  Grainger  built  it.  I believe  he  found  that  old  one  there. 

6569.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstance  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Wilson  recently,  of  the 
finding  of  one  sewer  in  making  another  in  Pilgrim  Street  ?— I only  heard  him  speak 
about  the  small  one  in  High  Friar  Lane. 

6570.  (Mr.  Simon)  We  had  the  statement  from  him  that,  in  making  a new  sewer 
there,  you  found  an  old  one  of  whose  existence  you  did  not  know  ? — Where  was  that  ? 

6571.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Near  the  head  of  Pilgrim  Street  ? — We  knew  of  the  sewer 
there  which  goes  down  New  Bridge  Street. 

6572.  It  was  not  a surprise  upon  you  to  find  it  ? — Not  at  all.  I have  known  it  for 
these  forty  years. 

6573.  (Mr.  Bateman)  That  is  a sewer  which  you  have  recently  made,  I suppose ; 
Westgate  Hill? — Yes. 

6474.  Why  have  you  adopted  these  square  sewers  there  ? — Because  it  is  a very  rapid 
fall  at  Westgate  Hill  ; probably  one  in  fourteen. 

6575.  Do  you  think  this  a safer  form  ? — It  merely  holds  more  water.  It  is  desirable 
to  have  anything  that  will  hold  the  most  water.  It  is  the  readiest  and  simplest  to  make, 
that  was  all. 

6576.  The  more  rapid  the  fall  the  less  the  size  need  be  ? — Certainly  ; but  I am  not  an 
advocate  for  small  sewers  ; I do  not  like  the  idea  of  them. 

6577.  Do  you  think  this  is  a safer  or  cheaper  shape  than  the  one  with  the  circular- 
stone  bottom  ? — I do  not  think  it  makes  much  difference,  but  this  is  a better  one  there 
in  my  opinion  for  the  place.  I would  as  soon  put  a flat  one  there  as  any  other ; it 
makes  no  matter  what  it  is  there. 

6578.  You  say  that  the  fall  is  so  considerable  that  anything  would  be  washed  away  ?— 
No  doubt  of  it ; there  is  such  a very  rapid  rush  there. 

6579.  You  think  it  would  not  be  so  liable  to  tear  up  with  a rapid  fall  across  a flat 
bottom  ? — I think  so. 

6580.  I think  you  have  a paper  also  as  to  the  number  of  houses  which  are  drained  or 
not  drained  ? — Yes,  I have  it  here. 

6581.  From  this  it  would  seem  that,  out  of  the  6,045  houses  in  the  ancient  borough, 
3,551  are,  and  2,494  are  not  drained  ?— That  is  so. 

6582.  And  that,  out  of  the  3,408  houses  in  the  townships,  1,910  are,  and  1,498  are  not, 
drained? — Yes. 

6583.  So  that,  out  of  the  9,453  houses  in  the  whole  borough,  5,461  are  and  3,992  are 
not  drained  ? — Yes. 

6584.  (Mr.  Simon)  I suppose,  in  counting  the  houses  which  are  drained,  you  count 
every  house  into  which  any  drain  whatever  passes,  whether  it  opens  to  a water-closet,  or 
to  a privy,  or  to  a sink,  or  into  nothing  at  all  ? — Decidedly  so,  provided  a branch  drain 
leaves  the  sewer  and  goes  into  any  part  of  the  premises  at  all  ; that  is  a branch  drain 
and  the  house  is  a drained  house,  in  my  view  of  it. 

6585.  (Cloairman)  If  it  merely  carried  off  rain  water  from  the  roof,  you  would 
consider  it  a drain,  and  reckon  the  house  to  be  a drained  house  ? — Decidedly. 

6586.  (Mr.  Bateman)  As  far  as  I understand  you,  wherever  a man  has  a covered 
private  communication  with  a sewer,  whether  it  be  a deep  drain  or  a superficial  drain 
whether  it  goes  into  his  house,  into  a water-closet,  to  a sink  stone,  or  only  into  his  yard 
to  carry  off  the  rain  water,  you  consider  it  a house  drain  ? — Precisely  so, 
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0587.  (Chair man.)  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  given  to-day  by  one  of  the  witnesses 
with  reference  to  the  level  of  the  sewer  in  Pilgrim  Street,  which  was  said  to  he  hut  a few 
feet  helow  the  surface,  and,  at  all  events,  a good  deal  higher  than  the  cellars  of  the  houses 
there ; so  that  the  cellars  could  not  drain  into  the  sewer,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  liable 
to  liave  the  leakage  from  the  sewer  drain  into  them  ? — That  would  be  in  Pilgrim  Street, 
below  the  arcade. 

6588.  Yes,  about  the  railway  arch,  I think.  What  is  the  depth  of  the  sewer  there?  — 
That  is  about  seven  or  eight  feet  dov/n,  I believe.  I think  it  would  be,  on  the  average, 
seven  and  a lialf  to  nine  feet  deep,  but  three,  four,  five,  or  six  feet  deep  in  no  part  of  it. 

6589.  Again,  with  reference  to  a sewer,  about  which  we  have  heard  a good  deal,  where 
the  Avater  has  become  stagnant,  the  water  liaving  been  cut  off  from  it  some  time  ago  ; it 
is  the  one  I\Ir.  Winship  alluded  to  ? — That  was  cut  off  by  the  Dollingwood  Street  sewer. 

6590.  In  consequence  of  tlie  run  of  water  having  thus  been  cut  off,  another  sewer  lias 
been  yirevented  from  being  flushed  ? — It  lias. 

6591.  (il/r.  Ramsai/.)  Do  you  know  the  sewmr  in  Broad  Chare  ? — Yes. 

6592.  Where  the  eilluvium  came  up  ? — It  did,  but  we  have  stopped  it  for  you.  You 
are  all  right  now. 

6596.  (2Ir.  Bateman.')  Y'^ould  it  not  have  been  desirable,  for  it  seems  very  frequently 
to  Iiave  lieen  complained  of,  to  liave  got  rid  of  that  stagnation  in  the  sewer  by  putting  a 
flush  of  water  through  it  ? — Probably.  Two  or  three  weeks  ago  I met  the  owner  of  the 
jiroperty  there,  along  with  our  inspector  of  nui.sances,  and  we  had  a good  deal  of  talk 
about  it.  I recommended  that  a pipe  drain  .should  be  put  down  there.  The  reason  why 
that  is  stopped  is  principally  from  having  the  common  yirivies  over  the  top  of  this 
unfiushed  drain. 

()594.  And  there  is  no  water  to  carry  the  filth  off?— Not  only  that,  but  the  people  put 
tlieir  aslies  down  it  also.  Many  of  the  Irish  people  reside  in  tliat  particular  neighbour- 
hood. Tlie  only  way  to  cure  it  would  be  to  put  a pipe  drain  down  there,  and  to  let  them 
have  no  communication  with  it  except  in  the  legitimate  way,  tliat  is,  by  water-closets. 

(i595.  I see  your  sewers  are  so  made  that  they  will  take  almost  any  amount  of  water  ? 
— Ye.s. 

6596.  Did  you  ever  calculate  the  quantity  of  storm  water  which  you  may  have  to 
carry  away  ? — 'fhat  is  one  reason  why  I make  them  large,  the  storm  water  rushes  so 
rapidly  down  the  declivity  upon  which  we  stand. 

6597.  blow  do  you  calculate  it,  or  what  do  you  allow  ? — I make  no  particular  allowance. 
I make  no  scientific  calculation  of  it,  but  from  actual  observation  and  experience  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

6598.  You  determine  it  by  a sort  of  intuitive,  off-hand  calculation? — Decidedly. 

(>599.  ()i[r.  Simon.)  What  traps  do  you  employ  for  your  sewers  here  ? — I am  sorry  to 

say  it  has  not  been  the  custom  in  this  town  to  trap  much.  There  is  a trap,  one  of  my 
own  designing,  which  has  answered  the  purpose  almost  as  well  as  anything.  This  is  a 
rough  sketch  ['producing  the  same).  Here  is  our  gully  gTate.  This  is  a piece  of  metal 
or  a stone  door  hung.  As  soon  as  any  water  comes,  it  opens  and  lets  it  through.  We 
have  this  made  of  metal  and  of  som'e  of  the  Caithness  .smooth  stone,  and  it  answers 
uncommonly  v/ell.  It  is  so  simple  ; it  flushes  itself 

6600.  Do  not  you  find  that  every  now  and  then  .some  solid  stuff  gets  in  and  locks  it  ? — 
There  are  solitary  instances  of  that ; but  we  have  men  going  round  every  day  and  looking 
at  those  thing.s.  This  is  another  kind  (prodxicmg  a'uoiher  drawing). 

6601.  (Chairman)  You  have  put  in  a statement  of  the  number  of  gullies,  trapped  and 
untrapped,  in  the  borough  at  the  present  moment  ? — Yes. 

6602.  Ho  w many  are  there  altogether  ? — 980. 

6603.  Of  those  how  many  are  trapped? — 1-32. 

6601'.  And  how  many  are  untrapped  ? — 848. 

6605.  You  have  not  prej)ared  a statement  of  the  numbers  trapped  and  imtrapped  just 
previous  to  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — No,  I have  not. 

6606.  Have  you  exercised  any  control  over  the  formation  of  house  drains? — Yes,  to  a 
certain  extent  v\'e  have.  We  are  promising  a good  deal  of  amendment  there  and  to  be  a 
good  deal  better  than  we  have  been.  Here  is  a list  of  the  applicants  that  have  had  leave 
from  the  corporation  to  put  in  branch  drains  since  the  year  1847. 

6607.  1 see  fi-oin  this  that  in  the  year  1847  you  had  only  three  applications; 
in  1848  you  liad  three  more  ; in  1849  you  had  ten  ; in  1850  you  had  seven  ; in  1851  you 
had  six  ; in  1852  you  had  fourteen  ; and  in  1853,  previous  to  the  late  outbreak  of  cholera, 
you  had  nine  ; or  on  the  wliole  fifty-two  applications  in  the  six  years  between  August 
1847  and  August  1853  : and  that  in  the  three  months  from  the  middle  of  October  1853 
to  tlie  middle  of  January  1854  you  have  had  sixty-nine  new  applications? — Just  so. 

6608.  (}Jr.  Simon.)  Is  the  entry  into  the  sewer  made  under  your  superintendence  ? — 
Yes,  we  generally  contrive  to  see  it  as  much  as  we  pos.sibly  can.  I do  not  say  we  see 
every  one.  Men  that  we  have  confidence  in  we  can  trust,  and  others  that  we  have  any 
doubt  of  we  look  after. 

6609.  Do  you  regulate  the  size  or  construction  of  the  drains  for  private  premises  ? — It 
scarcely  requires  it.  I generally  recommend  them  to  adopt  pipes  where  they  take  my 
advice.  I believe  we  have  the  power  of  compelling  them,  but  I do  not  think  we  have 
many  complaints  of  the  branch  drains  stopping  up. 
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6610.  You  Lave  not  used  any  authoritative  interference  ? — No,  hut  many  have  asked 
me  what  I should  like  to  have;  and  I liave  generally  advised  them.  They  are  com- 
petent generally  to  judge  for  themselves. 

6611.  Have  the  branch  drains  of  late  years  been  frequently  pipe  drains? — Not 
generally  ; they  generally  use  a flat  piece  of  stone  for  the  bottom  and  brick  for  the  sides. 
Some  of  them  put  in  a circular  drain  ; some  of  them  put  in  pipe  drains  ; but  I tliink  more 
are  ]iut  in  in  the  old  square  shape  tlian  in  any  otlier. 

6612.  Speaking  of  drains  that  lie  within  the  boundary  of  the  ancient  borough,  should 
you  have  mucli  confidence  in  theii’  good  construction  and  well  w^orking  ? — No,  I would  not 
have  confidence  in  a vnxst  number  of  them. 

6613.  {Chairman)  There- are  a great  many  instances,  in  the  books  kept  by  the  inspectors 
of  nuisances,  of  complaints  founded  upon  nuismices  caused  by  obstructions  of  the  drain.s  ; 
almost  every  week  they  occur  ? — The  fault  of  that  very  generally  is  the  want  of  having 
proper  traps  or  grates  to  them.  What  they  ])ut  into  them  is  the  evil  of  it. 

6614.  {Mr.  Simon.)  They  have  not  v/ater  supply  in  immediate  connection  with  them  ? 
— No  doubt  that  is  the  great  want  in  this  town. 

6615.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  town  that  the 
details  of  house  drainage  should  be  under  your  direction  ? — There  should  be  a good  deal 
more  supervision.  I memorialized  the  council  about  three  or  four  montlis  ago  so  as  to 
make  so-me  alteration  in  my  situation.  I think  there  should  be  a great  deal  more  super- 
vision than  I am  able  to  give  over  the  drainage  of  this  town.  I believe  the  corporation 
have  Ibrmed  some  sub-committee,  of  one  or  two  of  the  committees  that  I generally  act 
under,  to  take  my  memorial  into  consideration.  I dare  say  something  will  be  decided  in 
the  council  on  Wednesday  next,  and  I hope  in  a short  time  we  shall  have  that  proper 
superintendence  over  those  soft  of  things  which  we  have  not,  I am  sorry  to  say,  had 
hitherto. 


Mr.  Robert  Wallace  further  examined. 

- 6616.  {Chairman.')  Have  you  caused  intpiiries  to  be  made  with  reference  to  the  number 
of  water-closets  in  this  town  suj)plied  with  water,  either  from  rain,  well,  or  spring  water 
cisterns ; or,  in  flict,  in  any  w'ay,  except  from  the  Whittle  Dean  company  ? — I 
have.  {Deliveriufj  in  a return.) 

6617.  Does  this  return  apply  to  the  old  borough  only,  or  to  the  whole  of  th.e 
Parliamentary  borough  ? — It  applies  to  a part  of  the  outskirts  as  well  as  to  the  old 
borough. 

6618.  Does  it  apply  to  all  the  town  district,  or  inhabited  part  of  the  borough  ? — Yes. 

661.9.  And  the  total  number  of  w’ater-closets  having  water  supply  not  derived  ifom 

the  "Whittle  Dean  water  corapan}^  is  255? — Yes. 

6620.  The  impuiry  was  made  by  an  acting  sub- inspector  of  police? — It  was. 

6621.  And  you  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  return  is  perfectly  correct? — No. 

6622.  And,  this  again  is  return  of  the  scavenging,  is  it  not? — It  is. 

6623.  From  which  it  would  appear  that  in  1853  there  xvere  eight  streets  which  were 
swept  seven  times  a week  ; thirty-nine  streets  vrhich  were  swept  six  times  a week ; 
thirty-seven  which  were  swept  three  times  a week  ; twenty-five  which  were  swept  twice 
a week;  and  sixteen  , which  w'ere  swept  once  a week;  beside  which  Sandgate  and  the 
lanes  there  were  s^vept  daily,  and  the  Quayside  lanes  and  ]uiblic  stairs  tln-ee  times  each 
Aveek? — Yes.  that  is  correct. 

6624.  And  this  extent  of  scavenage  you  Avish,  for  the  sake  of  shoAA'ing  the  improvement 
that  has  taken  place,  to  compai'e  Avith  the  extent  of  scavenage  in  1846,  when  no  streets 
at  all  v/ere  SAvept  seven  times  a week  ; Avdien  only  sixteen  were  swept  six  times  ; thirty- 
three  SAvept  three  times  ; thirty-five  SAvept  tAvice  ; sixteen  SAvept  once,  and  the  rest  of  the 
streets  not  swept  regularly  at  all,  ljut  only  Avhen  it  AAms  considered  necessaiy. — -Yes. 

6625.  You  also  state  that  you  now  employ  one  inspector,  thirty-six  scavengers,  and 
thirteen  cartmen ; or  in  all,  fifty  persons,  as  compared  with  tAventy-one  in  1846  ? — "Fes. 

6626.  You  did  not,  hoAvever,  SAveep  all  those  streets  so  often,  nor  had  you  the  same 
scavenging  staff  before  the  cholera  broke  out  in  August  last,  as  you  did  after  ? — No. 

6627.  And  you  have  not  prepared  a statement  applicable  to  that  earlier  time? — No,  1 
have  not. 


John  Clatton,  Esq.,  Toaaui  Clerk,  sAvorn. 

6628.  (Chairman.)  Referring  to  your  Local  Act  of  1837,  and  to  section  91.  the 
council  is  there  authorised  to  remove  houses  and  buildings  situate  about  Union  Street 
and  to  erect  a new  market  house  ; lias  that  been  done  ? — Yes,  at  a total  cost  of  16,600^.  ' 

6629.  Referring  to  the  96th  section  of  the  same  Local  Act,  the  toAvn  council  is  there 
authorised  to  make  a street  extending  from  the  end  of  CollingAAmod  Street  to  the  Scotts- 
wood  Road  ; is  that  done  ? — Yes. 

6630.  A street  commencing  from  NeAvgate  Street,  crossing  Fenkle  Street  and  "VVestc-ate 
Street,  and  terminating  at  the  Scot.swood  Road  ; that  has  been  done  ? — It  has 
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6631.  A street  extending  from  the  Bigg  Market  to  Westgate  Street  ; is  that  done? — 
Tliat  1ms  not  keen  done.  Estimates  were  made  for  it ; it  was  found  that  it  would  be 
very  costly,  and  upon  consideration  it  was  thought  that  the  communications  to  the  west 
were  sufficient  by  means  of  Collingwood  Street  and  the  street  last  described. 

6632.  A street  commencing  at  the  east  side  of  the  Scotch  church  in  Blackett  Street, 
and  terminating  in  a junction  with  Percy  Street  and  Northumberland  Street? — That  has 
not  been  done ; its  cost  was  found  likely  to  be  more  than  equivalent  to  its  public  utility. 

6633.  A street  extending  from  the  west  end  of  Blackett  Street  to  the  Cowgate  and 
the  Military  Road  ; was  that  made  ? — That  has  not  been  made  for  want  of  funds. 

6634.  A street  commencing  at  the  public  quay,  near  Burn  Bank,  and  terminating  in 
Manor  Chare  ? — The  corporation  have  made  some  purchases  with  a view  to  completing 
that  street  ultimately. 

6635.  A street  commencing  on  the  west  side  of  Pilgrim  Street,  nearly  opposite  to  All 
Saints’  cliurch,  and  terminating  on  the  Quay  Side  ? — That  has  not  been  done. 

6636.  A street  extending  from  the  last  mentioned  street  to  the  Sand-Hill? — That  has 
not  been  done. 

6637.  A street  extending  fi'om  the  south  end  of  Trafalgar  Street  to  the  Stock  Bridge  ? 
— That  has  not  been  executed. 

6638.  A street  extending  from  the  east  end  of  Manor  Streetand  the  west  end  of  the 
Manor  Chare,  terminating  at  the  New  Road,  near  the  east  side  of  the  Jubilee  School?— 
That  has  not  been  executed,  but  arrangements  are  in  progress. 

6639.  A street  extending  from  the  south  side  of  the  New  Road,  near  the  termination 
of  Gibson  Street,  to  the  river  Tyne  ? — That  has  not  been  executed. 

6640.  A street  from  the  foot  of  Dean  Street  to  the  north  end  of  Tyne  Bridge? — That 
has  not  been  executed. 

6641.  A street  from  the  Tyne  Bridge  to  the  head  of  the  Side? — That  has  not  been 
executed. 

6642.  A footway  from  the  Sand  Hill  to  the  Northumberland  County  Courts? — That 
has  not  been  executed. 

6643.  A street  from  the  Bath  Lane  to  Stowell  Street  ? — Nor  has  that  been  executed. 
The  corporation  took  authority  in  that  Act  for  as  wide  a range  of  improvement  as  they 
thought  could  possibly  be  effected. 

6644.  Then  as  to  the  improvement  of  certain  sHeets  under  section  ninety-seven  of  the 
same  Act,  as  to  streets  called  the  Manor  Chare  and  Cowgate  respectively  ; has  that  been 
done  I — -That  has  been  partially  carried  out. 

6645.  Pilgrim  Street,  from  the  Manor  Chare  downwards,  by  taking  down  certain 
houses  ? — Something  has  been  done  there. 

6646.  How  many  houses  have  you  taken  down  ? — I can  scarcely  say  how  many.  ^J’he 
access  to  the  Manor  Chare  from  Pilgrim  Street  has  been  greatly  improved  by  what  has 
been  done. 

6647.  Then  as  to  Nuns  Gate  or  the  Bigg  Market? — That  has  been  executed, 
at  a cost  of  some  thousand  pounds. 

6648.  The  widening  of  Cross  Street? — That  has  not  been  done.  Cross  Street  has 
become  a back  street,  and  the  improvement  of  it  has  become  a matter  of  no  impoi'tance, 
owing  to  the  execution  of  another  street. 

6649.  Completing  Grey  Street  ? — That  has  been  done. 

6650.  Arching  a passage  way  from  Grey  Street  to  the  White  Hart  ? — That  has  been 
done. 

6651.  Extending  and  enlarging  the  public  quay,  commencing  a little  westward  of  a 
place  called  the  Town’s  Yard,  and  terminating  at  the  Ouseburn  ? — The  whole  of  that  has 
not  been  carried  out,  because  it  has  not  been  yet  required  ; but  it  has  been  carried  out  to 
a very  great  extent.  The  public  quay  has  been  extended,  and  it  has  been  straightened. 
The  previously  existing  quays  by  the  side  of  the  river  have  been  taken  away,  and  a 
public  quay  in  a straight  line  has  been  built. 

6652.  Making  and  erecting  a quay  near  Dent’s  Hole? — That  has  been  done. 

6653.  And  maldng  warehouses  and  buildings  on  the  quay  ? — Some  buildings  have  been 
erected. 

6654.  Then  uruler  the  next  section  have  you  opened  out  the  new  hall  or  library  of  the 
Philosophical  Society  in  Westgate  Street  ? — That  has  been  partially  effected  ; but  opera- 
tions have  been  delayed  in  that  part  of  the  town  by  the  railway  operations.  Now  that 
they  are  entirely  developed,  we  are  carrying  out  the  improvement  to  a greater  extent 
even  than  was  contemplated  by  that  Act.  There  is  also  a further  extension  of  the  Quay 
contemplated,  which  involves  the  purchasing  and  removing  of  a great  deal  of  Sandgate. 
The  corporation  have  now  very  nearly  acquired  the  whole  of  Sandgate  by  gradual 
purchases.  1 mean  the  whole  of  the  south  part  of  it  between  the  river  and  the  street  of 
Sandgate.  The  north  part  they  do  not  meddle  with.  We  have  got  the  plans  for 
caiT3dng  out  the  improvement,  and  this  spring  we  hope  to  be  able  to  accomplish  the 
whole.  The  acquisition  of  the  property,  miserable  as  it  looks,  has  cost  a vast  sum  of  money. 

6655.  Then  referring  to  the  Local  Act  of  1841,  section  14,  has  the  town  council  made 
a street  commencing  at  Burn  Bank  and  terminating  at  Manor  Chare? — That  is  the 
continuance  of  the  previous  power  in  the  Act  of  1837,  for  the  carrying  out  of  which  they 
are  purchasing  the  property. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 


403 


6656.  Then  a street  from  Stowell  Street  to  Bath  Lane,  is  that  also  a continuance  of  the  J.  Clmjton,  Esq. 

previous  power  ? — It  is.  

6657.  As  to  a street  extending  from  the  Quay  Side  through  Sandgate  to  the  township  30Ui  Jan.  1854. 

of  Byker  ? — Arrangements  are  now  making  with  the  landowners  to  carry  that  out. 

There  was  an  indisposition  at  one  time  on  their  parts,  which  I think  is  now  removed. 

When  we  renew  the  Act  we  renew  our  powers  ; and  we  scarcely  ever  have  occasion  to 
resort  to  a compulsory  power,  as  Mr.  Dobson  will  tell  you,  who  purchased  for  the  railway 
company  through  this  town.  In  no  case  had  he  to  go  to  a jury. 

6658.  As  to  a street  from  St.  Nicholas  Square  to  Castle  Street  and  Hanover  Street? — 

That  is  not  made.  It  is  partly  effected  by  the  operations  of  the  railway  company  ; and 
there  will  be  complete  access  from  St.  Nicholas  Square  to  Castle  Street  and  Hanover 
Street,  by  the  completion  of  tlie  approaches  to  the  High  Level  Bridge,  which  are  now  in 
of  course  arrangement  between  tlie  railway  company  and  the  corporation. 

6659.  A street  from  Forth  Lane  to  Forth  Banks? — There  has  been  a street  partially 
made,  and  the  footway  very  mucli  Avidened.  That  access  has  been  very  much  improved. 

6660.  A street  from  East  End  to  Moseley  Street,  crossing  the  Manors,  Pandon  Dean, 
and  the  New  Road,  and  terminating  at  the  Swirle  in  Sandgate  ? — That  is  a continuance 
of  the  previous  jDOwer.  They  are  now  making  arangements  to  execute  that. 

6661.  A street  from  the  last-mentioned  street  to  the  Causey  Bank? — That  is  in  the 
same  state. 

6662.  Under  the  l7th  section,  as  to  the  widening  of  certain  streets;  the  first  is 
St.  James's  Street ; has  that  been  done? — That  has  been  done. 

6663.  Strawberry  Place  ? — Yes. 

6664.  Albion  Street  ? — That  is  done. 

6665.  Percy  Street  ? — No. 

6666.  Gallo wgate  ? — That  is  partially  clone. 

6667.  Bigg  Market  ? — Bigg  Max'ket  and  the  Nun’s  Gate  are  mixed  together  theie. 

The  improvement  is  in  both.  That  improvement  has  been  effected. 

6668.  The  Close  ? — A great  deal  has  been  done  in  the  Close. 

6669.  And  the  public  cpiay  ? — And  a great  deal  at  the  public  quay. 

6670.  Proceeding  to  the  Local  Act  of  1846,  the  first  forty  or  fifty  sections  contain 
powers  to  the  corporation  to  become  gas-makers  and  gas- work  owners  ; has  any  tiling 
been  clone  under  that  ? — The  corporation  appointed  a committee  to  negotiate  with  the 
gas  company,  and  that  committee  and  the  gas  company,  after  a prolonged  negociation, 
came  to  an  agreement  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  their  respectUe  principals. 

6671.  About  what  time  was  this  agreement?^ — Soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The 
inhabitants  thought  that  the  price  which  the  committee  proposed  to  give  was  large,  and 
the  result  Avas  that  the  council  did  not  confirm  the  agreement.  The  pressure  from 
without  Avas  so  considerable  that  gentlemen  could  not  Amte  as  they  thought  it  Avise 
to  vote.  I believe  proliably  the  inhabitants  think  otherwise  now,  but  at  that  time  it 
could  not  be  carried.  I am  cpiite  satisfied  that  the  feeling  of  the  council  was  in  favour  of 
it ; but  the  pressure  from  without  Avas  too  considerable,  and  motives  were  ascribed  to 
members  of  the  council  of  which  they  Avere  quite  incapable  ; but  still  it  influenced  their 
votes,  and  it  AA^as  lost.  Those  are  evils  inseparable  from  a popular  form  of  government. 

6672.  Then  as  to  section  seventy-two  referring  to  improvements  of  the  streets  ? — It 
is  chiefly  a reneAval  of  previously  existing  poAvers.  The  new  powers  apply  to  St.  Ann’s 
Street,  which  has  been  widened,  and  the  making  of  a new  street  from  Clayton  Street 
West  to  Neville  Street,  Avhich  has  been  executed  also. 

6673.  And  as  to  a street  from  Noav  Bridge  Street  to  Princess  Street,  has  tliat  been 
executed  ? — That  has  not  been  executed. 

6674.  From  Ncav  Bridge  Street  to  Queen  Square? — No. 

6675.  From  Saville  Court  to  the  public  baths? — That  has  not  been  executed;  the 
matter  is  in  course  of  ai'rangement  now. 

6676.  The  schedule  C alluded  to  in  the  next  section  73  has  reference  to  the  same 
streets  ? — Yes. 

6677.  Has  the  Sand  Hill  been  widened  ? — In  parts. 

6678.  Has  the  M,anors  been  Avidened  ? — Considerably  Avidened. 

6679.  FTas  the  Wide  Open  in  St.  Ann’s  Street  been  wideneil  ? — It  has. 

6680.  Has  Westgate  Street  been  widened  and  altered? — It  has. 

6681.  Has  the  Postern  been  Avidened  and  altered? — Yes. 

6682.  And  Orchard  Street  ? — And  Orchard  Street  too. 

()683.  Then  the  Local  Act  of  1850,  section  5 ; Avas  the  street  therein  alluded  to  made,  a 
street  commencing  in  St.  Nicliolas  Square,  and  extending  to  Castle  Street  ? — That  is  the 
approach  to  the  High  Level  Bridge,  erected  liy  the  railway  company,  to  Avhich  I have 
alluded.  Inasmuch  as  the  approach  to  the  bridge  Avoiild  increase  veiy  much  the  produce 
of  its  toll,  the  corporation  thought  it  Avas  the  interest  and  duty  of  the  railway  company 
to  execute  it,  inasmuch  as  they  would  get  the  benefit.  The  railway  company,  on  the 
contrary,  thought  it  a public  improvement,  tliat  they  had  done  a great  deal,  and  that 
the  corporation  ought  to  execute  this.  That  difference  of  opinion  between  them  occasioned 
a delay  of  some  time,  but  I think  probably  they  are  coming  now  to  a conclusion  upon 
the  principle  of  dividing  the  expense. 
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J.  Clayton,  Esq.  6684.  Then  as  to  the  streets  tliei’e  mentioned,  ISTeville  Street  and  Westgate  Street 

which  you  were  empowered  to  widen,  those  are  the  same  that  were  alluded  to  before? 

30th  Jan.  1834.  Yes  ; those  powers  have  been  executed  to  a certain  extent. 

6685.  Either  under  the  powers  of  this  Act,  or  of  previous  Acts,  the  thing  has  been 

one  to  a certain  extent  ? — Yes. 

6686.  Referring  back  again  to  tlie  Local  Act  of  1837,  section  22,  as  to  the  thickness 
of  party  walls  which  the  council  Avere  empowered  to  enforce  Avith  regard  to  houses  or 
roofed  buildings  thereafter  to  be  built  in  the  borough,  Avhat  steps  have  been  taken  under 
that  ? — I am  not  aAA'Xrre  of  the  council  having  been  called  upon  to  take  any  step.  The 
poAver  to  sue  for  penalties  is  given  solely  to  the  town  surA-ejmr.  ' 

6687.  Wliat  has  the  toAvn  surveyor  done  ? — The  toAAm  surveyor  has  inspected  from  time 
to  time  the  neAv  buildings,  and  for  the  most  part  the  builders  have  complied  Avith  his 
suggestions.  Until  recentl}’,  feAv  of  the  ncAV  buildings,  except  tliose  erected  by  Mr. 
Grainger,  were  of  a larger  annual  value  than  30?.,  and  nine  inches  is  the  usual  thickness 
of  party  AAmlls  in  the  neAV  buildings.  No  penalty  has  been  enforced  under  this  clause. 

No  doubt  in  some  instances,  Avhich  have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  toAvn  surveyor,  the 
Act  has  not  been  complied  Avith. 

6688.  When  you  state  that  the  builders  haA’e  for  the  most  part  complied  Avith  his 
suggestions,  Avas  it  knoAvn  at  the  time  that  any  of  them  had  not  complied  ? — It  Avas  never 
brought  before  the  council  that  any  of  them  had  not. 

6689.  (To  Mr.  Toiun  Surveyor.)  Were  you  ever  aware  that  any  of  the  builders  have 
refused  to  comply  Avith  your  suggestions  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  of  any. 

(Mr.  Tovm  Clerk)  This  clause  is  rather  arbitrary  and  excessive  in  its  requirements. 

I do  not  think  the  council  at  the  time  Avould  have  agreed  to  its  being  passed  unless  the 
discretion  liad  been  solely  Avith  their  oflicer  to  enforce  it. 

6690.  (Mr.  Simon)  l)oes  this  clause  extend  in  its  operation  to  the  toAvnships  ? — It 
does. 

6691.  (Chairman.)  It  says,  “Every  house,  manufactory,  or  other  roofed  building 
“ wliich  shall  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  be  built  or  rebuilt,  Avithin  the  said  borough  ?” — 
The  interpretation  of  “ borough"  in  tliat  clause  is  the  borough  by  its  new  boundaries. 
Tliis  Avas  after  the  Municipal  Reform  Act. 

6692.  (Mr.  Simon)  So  that  it  included  tlie  toAvnships  ? — It  included  the  townships. 

6693.  (Chairman)  Then  as  to  the  97th  section  of  the  Local  Act  of  1846,  empoAvering 
the  council  Avhen  it  should  appear  to  them  conducive  to  the  public  health,  and  might  tend  ' 
to  prcAmnt  or  check  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  “ to  order  the  occupier  of  any 

“ dAvelling-house  AAuthin  the  said  borough,  to  AvhiteAvash,  cleanse,  and  puiify  the  same” 
under  penalties,  and  so  on,  Avhat  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  town  council,  and  what 
penalties  exacted  thereunder? — I am  not  aware  of  any  penalties  Avhich  have  been  exacted 
by  them.  When  it  has  appeared  to  them  conducive  to  the  public  health,  and  likely 
to  check  contagious  disease,  they  have  either  cleansed  and  AvhiteAvashed  the  houses  at 
their  OAvn  expense,  or  got  the  OAAmers  to  do  it.  It  avouIcI  be  in  vain  to  endeavour  to 
enforce  penalties  against  such  a tenantry  as  occupy  those  houses. 

6694.  (Mr.  Simon)  Is  there  any  account  of  the  AvhiteAvashing  and  cleansing  done,  at  the 
expense  of  the  corporation  in  the  four  years  from  1849  to  1853? — There  Avould  be  no 
separate  account,  but  probably  it  might  be  collected  from  the  toAvn  surveyor’s  books,  j 

An  account  tvas  aftervjards  in,  by  the  tovjn  surveyor,  of  the  lo.nes  and  alleys  white- 
washed,  hr.,  betvxen  the  lAth  September  and  the  middle  of  November  1853,  during  the 
cholera  time,  but  none  of  any  previous  tvhitevvashings,  dec. 

6695.  Is  it  believed  that  any  houses  AvhateAmr  were  whiteAvashed  betAAmen  1849  and  1853  ? 
—Yes. 

6696.  (Chaimnan)  No  penalties,  hoAveAmr,  liave  ever  been  exacted  under  the  clause 
as  to  Avhitewashing  and  cleansing  ? — Just  so. 

6697.  Referring  to  .section  109  of  the  .same  Local  Act,  Avhat  byelaAvs  l:ave  been  made  for 
laying  doAvn  rules  for  cleansing  filthy  and  unAvholesome  dAvellings  ? — No  byelaAvs  haA^e 
been  made. 

6698.  Nor  for  fixing  pecuniary  penalties  for  the  breach  of  such  laws  ? — No,  for  the 
reason  I haA-e  giAmn,  that  the  pecuniary  penalties  must  be  against  the  occupiers ; and  a 
byelaAv  to  compel  occupiers  of  that  class  to  keep  their  houses  clean  would  be  of  no 
aAuri]. 

6699.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Then  do  you  look  upon  it  as  a clause  that  is  directed  to  occupiers 
rather  than  owners  ? — Yes. 

6700.  (Cha  irman.)  I do  not  see  exactly  hoAv you  make  that  out.  No  doubt  the  97th  section, 
as  to  the  AvhiteAvashing,  cleansing,  and  purifying  of  dAvelling  houses,  is  specially  directed 
against  the  occupiers  of  those  liouses ; but  there  is  no  .such  limitation  in  this  109th  section 
tiiat  I see;  and  considering  that,  if  there  Iiad  been  any  .such,  it'Avould  have  rendered  this 
■part  of  the  109th  clause  a mere  repetition  of  the  97th,  I do  not  see  Avliy  one  should  assume 
the  existence  of  any  such.  The  clause  simply  enacts  tliat  the  council  shall  be  empoAvered 
from  time  to  time  to  make  byelaAvs  for  laying  doAvn  rules  for  cleansing  filth}^  and 
unvy-'holesome  dAveUings,  and  to  ascertain  and  fix  Avhat  pecuniary  penalties  shall  be 
incurred  by  per, sons  breaking  such  laAvs  ; and  it  does  not  prescribe  that  such  cleansing  .shall 
necessarily  be  done  by  the  occupiers  rather  than  the  OAvners,  does  it? — No. 
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6701.  Keeping  to  the  same  clause,  what  byelaws  have  been  made  for  regulating  lodging 
houses,  and  keeping  them  clean  and  wholesome  ; and- what  penalties  lixed  and  enacted  ? — 
No  hjmlaws  were  made  as  to  lodging-houses  till  September  last.  As  far  back  as  1851, 
the  subject  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  council,  but  tliey  felt  themselves  in  very 
great  difficulty  owing  to  the  want  of  a definition  of  what  a common  lodging-house  was. 

6702.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  in  this  section  of  your  Local  Act  your  powers  are  not  restricted 
to  ‘‘  common  lodging-houses”  only,  but  extend  to  “ lodging-liouses”  generally  ? — The  evil 
of  overcrowding  Avas  oftenest  found  to  exist  in  a separate  room,  where  you  had  an  Irish 
family  residing,  who  admitted  all  of  the  same  nation ; but  you  had  no  means  of  showing 
that  they  received  any  pay  for  that  occupation. 

6703.  You  would  reckon  a lodging-room  to  be  a lodging-house  in  the  sense  of  that 
Act,  should  you  not  ? — I should  doubt  very  much  whether  a room  occupied  by  a family, 
who  chose  to  admit  whom  they  pleased  into  it,  Avould  be  a lodging-house.  I am  without 
any  means  of  shoAving  that  they  take  money  for  it.  The  difficulty  has  arisen  also  under  the 
Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  and  the  opinions  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor -general  have 
been  taken  upon  it.  They  say,  “ It  seems  difficult  to  suppose  that  the  Act  AAdiich  refers 
“ to  common  lodging-houses  Avas  intended  to  apply  to  single  apartments,  so  that  every  room 
“ in  a house  might  become  a separate  common  lodging-house.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  to 
“ be  observed  that  it  is  by  the  second  section  provided  that  part  of  a house,  ‘ if  used  as  a 
“ common  lodging-house,'’  shall  be  included  in  the  operation  of  the  Act ; and  it  is  also  true 
“ that  both  under  the  luAV  relating  to  burglary,  and  also  Avitli  reference  to  the  exercise  of 
“ franchises,  the  separate  apartments  of  lodgers  AAdiere  the  landlord  did  not  reside,  have 
“ been  held  to  be  dwelling-houses.  Considering,  therefore,  that  apartments  thus  let  and 
“ occupied  are  especially  within  the  mischief  intended  to  be  remedied  by  the  Act,  A’ve  think 
“ that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  treat  them  as  common  lodging-houses,  and  to  enforce 
“ the  provisions  of  the  Act  with  respect  to  them  against  the  tenants  Avho  thus  admit 
“ lodgers.  At  the  same  time  Ave  feel  bound  to  say  Ave  entertain  considerable  doubts  as  to 
“ the  result.” 

670-L  {Chairman.)  Then  restricting  the  interpretation  of  the  word  “ lodging-houses  ” 
here  to  those  houses  in  Avhich  the  landlords  or  occupiers  of  the  tenements  admit  that  they 
take  pay  from  their  lodgers,  have  any  byelaAVs  been  made  for  regulating  them  ? — I stated 
before  that  no  byelaAVS  had  been  made  for  the  regulation  of  lodging-houses  in  this 
borough,  nor,  as  I believe,  in  the  boroughs  of  Tynemouth  or  Gateshead,  where  you 
have  the  Public  Health  Act  in  operation. 

6705.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Then  what  you  have  done  in  respect  of  lodging-houses  has  been 
done  under  the  public  common  lodging-houses  statute  ? — Whatever  has  been  done 
has  been  done  under  the  public  Act,  and  A\^e  have  made  ho  byelaAvs  or  regulations  under 
that  Act. 

6706.  {Chairman)  What  has  beeh  done  under  the  82d  section  of  your  Local  Act  of 
last  year — Under  this  section  proceedings  AA^ere  taken  betAA^een  the  17th  of  September 
and  the  23d  of  October  to  shut  up  foiTy  rooms,  as  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

6707-  I find,  from  the  books  Avhich  you  sent  me,  that  between  the  I7th  of  September 
and  the  30th  of  November  eighty  rooms  within  and  twenty-two  rooms  Avithout  the 
ancient  borough,  or  altogether  102  rooms,  had  been  shut  up  as  unfit  for  human  habitation? 
—Yes. 

6708.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Have  byelaAvs  been  made  for  regulating  the  mode  of  keeping 
swine  ? — Yes  ; they  Avere  made  on  the  Ith  of  October  1818. 

6709.  {Chairman)  That  Avas  in  the  time  of  the  then  epidemic  of  cholera?— “ That  it 
“ shall  be  laAvful  to  keep  swine  Avithin  th.e  said  borough  upon  any  plot  or  parcel  of  ground 
“ inclosed  for  that  purpose,  and  situate  at  a distance  of  not  less  than  thirty  feet  from  eA’ery 
“ dwelling-house  or  dAvelling-room,  and  from  every  public  street,  lane,  road,  or  Avay,  near 
“ to  such  plot  or  parcel  of  ground,  or  in  any  building  situate  at  the  like  distance  from 
“ every  dwelling-house  or  dwelling-room,  ])ublic  street,  lane,  road,  or  Avay.  And  that 
“ SAvine  shall  not  be  kept  AAdthin  any  dAvelling-house  Avithin  tlie  said  borough,  or  in  any 
“ room  or  building  occupied  by  man  ; or  in  any  room  or  building  being  under  the  same 
“ roof  Avith  a room  or  rooms  occupied  liy  man.”  Then  it  is  provided  “ That  every  person 
“ who  shall  keep  SAvine  Avithin  the  said  borough  in  any  clAvelling-house,  room,  building, 
“ or  place  prohibited  by  the  preceding  order  or  byelaw,  or  in  or  upon  any  plot  or  parcel 
“ of  ground,  building,  or  place  Avithout  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  preceding  l)yelaw 
“ for  the  keeping  of  SAvine,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  5s.,  and  shall  also  forfeit 
“ and  pay  the  sum  of  2s.  6 d for  each  day  that  swine  shall  continue  in  such  dAvelling- 
“ hemse,  dwelling-room,  building,  or  place  prohibited  as  aforesaid;  or  upon  any  ground, 
“or  in  any  building  or  place  Avithout  the  said  prescribed  limits,  after  a printed  or 
“written  notice  by  tlie  town  clerk  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  borough,  to  remove  the 
“ same,  shall  have  been  given  to  such  person,  or  left  at  his  or  lier  place  of  abode.”  I 
believe  that  in  no  case  has  there  been  occasion  to  proceed  further  than  that  notice.  T have 
signed  an  immense  number  of  notices,  and  I am  told  that  as  soon  as  they  get  the  notice 
they  remove  the  sAvine.  No  penalty  lias  been  enforced  that  I am  anvare  of  Of  course  I 
do  not  knoAV  Avhat  passed  before  the  magistrates,  and  I am  to  be  understood  as  speakino- 
only  of  what  passes  Avithin  my  OAvn  knowledge. 
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6710.  (_Mr.  Simon.)  In  the  books  before  us  kept  by  the  inspectors  of  nuisances,  during 
the  few  days  of  the  late  epidemic  ]ireceding  that  period  when  you  took  charge  of  the 
town  ; namely,  in  one  book  between  the  1 2th  and  the  23d  of  September,  and  in  the  other 
two  books  between  the  1 6th  and  23d  ; we  find  very  many  cases  of  swine  being  illegally  kept, 
and  in  which  it  Avas  requisite  to  serve  notices.  Are  you  aware  of  that? — No  ; I have 
nothing  to  do  Avith  putting  the  Acts  into  execution,  further  than  signing  the  notices.  I 
have  signed  an  immense  number  of  printed  notices  as  to  swine. 

6711.  {Ghairman?)  Within  the  last  few  months  ? — At  all  times  I have  signed  them, 
but  I have  signed  a great  many  Avithin  the  last  few  months. 

6712.  Turning  to  the  subject  of  sewers,  as  to  the  number,  situations,  lengths,  and  so 
on,  of  sewers  and  drains  constructed,  repaired,  altered,  cleansed,  or  completed,  under  the 
Local  Acts  of  1837,  1841,  &c.;  all  that,  I suppose,  you  leave  to  the  town  surveyor? — The 
return  which  you  have  gives  the  total,  but  it  does  not  give  what  has  been  done  under 
one  Act  and  what  under  another.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  letting  you  have  it 
accurately. 

6713.  Then  as  to  what  sewers’  rates  were  leAued? — Upon  the  average  the  sewers’  rates 
are  1,1 8 OZ.  a year. 

6714.  And  tlie  rateable  property  in  the  borough  seems  to  be  about  140,000L  Is  that 
so  ? — I cannot  say  precisely,  but  it  is  increasing  every  day. 

6715.  But  taking  it  at  2d.  in  the  pound,  it  yields  1,180?.  a year? — That  is  on  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years  ; it  is  very  much  larger  now. 

6716.  Then  referring  to  the  Local  Act  of  1846,  the  92d  and ' 93d  sections, 
enacting  that  the  OAvners  of  all  houses  existing  or  thereafter  to  be  built  within  the 
borough,  should  provide  them  with  sufficient  priAues  and  ash-pits,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  council,  and  Avith  reference  to  the  new  houses  to  be  built,  that  they  should  have 
funnels  or  flues,  for  carrying  off  upwards  any  offensive  stench,  and  so  on  ; what  steps 
were  taken  by  the  town  council  under  that  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  order  made  by  them 
upon  either  of  those  sections. 

6717.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Does  that  apply  to  the  whole  borough,  including  the  townships  ? 
—Yes. 

6718.  Do  those  sanitary  clauses,  for  instance  section  109  of  the  Local  Act  of  1846, 
apply  to  the  townships  also  ? — Yes. 

6719.  {Chairman.)  Am  I to  understand  that  these  Local  Acts  aU  refer  to  the  parlia- 
mentary borough,  that  they  include  the  whole  borough,  townships  and  all  ? — Some  of  the 
clauses  do  ; except  that  the  streets  and  highways,  and  everything  in  the  streets  and 
highways  are  excluded. 

6720.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  in  the  operation  of  all  clauses  relating  to  the  condition  of 
houses  the  entire  borough  is  included,  townships  and  all  ? — I think  so. 

6721.  {Chairman.)  AU  of  these  Acts,  the  Acts  of  1837,  1841,  1846,  1850,  and  1853, 
apply  to  the  entire  Parliamentary  borough  with  the  exclusion  of  streets,  highways,  and 
sewers  ? — Yes. 

6722.  Then  taking  section  106  of  that  same  Act  of  1846,  by  which  it  is  enacted  : 
“ That  it  shall  be  laAv-ful  for  the  council  to  cause  any  house  or  building,  which  shaU  be 
“ built  or  erected  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  to  be  taken  down  or  altered 
“ according  to  the  proAdsions  of  this  Act are  you  aware  whether  that  has  ever  been 
put  in  force  ? — N ot  that  I am  aware  of 

6723.  Even  Avhere  houses  have  been  built  without  proper  ash-pit  and  privies,  and  flues 
for  carrying  off  the  offensive  stench  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  such  case  ever  having  been 
brouo'lit  before  the  council. 

O 

6724.  Has  the  council  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain  whether  any  such  houses  have  been 
built? — The  council  Avould  have  received  any  report  upon  the  subject  from  the  toAvn 
surA^eyor,  and  I am  not  aware  of  any  having  been  made. 

6725.  Tliey  have  not  originated  any  inspection  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  Avhether 
or  not  houses  had  so  been  built  ? — No  special  officer  has  been  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

6726.  Have  any  instructions  been  issued  to  the  town  surveyor  to  make  any  inspection 
of  that  kind,  Avith  a vieAA^  to  ascertain  Avhether  those  clauses,  92  and  93,  had  been 
properly  carried  out  ? — I sliould  saj’  not  emanating  directly  from  the  council ; AA’hat 
may  liaA’e  been  done  by  committees,  I cannot  say. 

6727.  {To  Mr.  Tovm  Surveyor.)  Have  you  eA^er  received  any  special  instructions, 
either  from  the  toAvn  council  or  from  any  committee  of  it,  directing  you  to  inspect  houses 
Avhich,  after  this  Act  of  1846,  might  be  built  in  the  borough,  with  a view  to  ascertain 
Avhether  there  Avere  attached  to  tliose  houses  proper  privies,  with  doors  and  coA'erings  to 
tlie  same,  and  also  ash-pits,  together  with  pi'oper  funnels  or  flues  for  carrying  off  upwards 
any  oftensive  stench  ? — I cannot  say  from  memory  whether  I ever  received  any  sj)ecial 
order  upon  the  subject  or  no  ; I might  have  done. 

6728.  {To  Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Then  \Adth  reference  to  the  94th  section,  empowering 
the  council  to  order  privies  and  ash-pits,  and  recejAacles  for  refuse,  to  be  cleansed  by 
the  occupiers  of  the  houses  or  property,  upon  penalties  and  so  on ; have  any  steps  been 
taken  under  tliat  ? — I believe  steps  have  been  actively  taken  by  the  officers,  but  I do 
not  think  there  is  any  express  order  of  the  council  on  the  subject.  I do  not  find  any 
recorded  in  their  books. 
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6729.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Have  you  ever  caused  any  inspection  of  premises  J.  Clayton,  Esq. 

throughout  the  borough  to  be  made,  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether  the  privies,  ash-pits,  

and  receptacles  for  manure  and  refuse,  were  properly  emptied  and  cleansed  from  time  to  30th  Jan.  185  . 
time  ? — I have  frequently  noticed  it  in  passing  roimd  the  town,  but  I cannot  say  that  I ' 

ever  had  any  particular  and  special  instruction  upon  it. 

6730.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Has  there  been  any  servant  of  the  corporation  acting  under  your 
directions  as  an  inspector,  systematically  to  look  into  these  things  ? — No. 

6731.  {To  Mr.  Town  Cleric.)  With  reference  to  section  109  of  the  Act  of  1846,  what 
byelaws  have  been  made  for  regulating  the  management  of  public  privies,  what  penalties 
fixed  for  the  breach  thereof,  and  how  have  they  been  enforced  ? — The  corporation,  having 
all  the  public  privies  in  their  own  hands  as  their  own  property,  have  managed  them 
themselves,  and  have  needed  no  byelaws,  and  have  made  none.  This  is  a plan  of  the 
town,  shewing  all  the  public  privies,  twenty-one  in  number.  You  see  in  that  plan  where 
they  are  placed  ; and  I do  not  think  you  will  find  any  district  in  London  so  well  supplied. 

6732.  Not  with  public  privies,  you  mean? — Not  with  public  privies ; I do  not  know 
anything  about  any  other  privies. 

{Mr.  Toiun  Surveyor.)  Those  were  all  built  previously  to  1853,  except  one. 

6733.  {Mr.  Si/mon.)  We  have  found  that  a good  many  of  these  have  been  complained 
of  as  nuisances,  some  of  them  for  years  together  ; can  you  point  out,  on  this  plan,  which 
of  these  have  been  complained  of? — I have  not  heard  of  anj^. 

6734.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Cleric)  Referring  to  section  104  of  the  same  Act,  by 
which  it  was  enacted  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  council  from  time  to  time  to  cleanse 
rivulets  and  streams,  drain  stagnant  pools  of  water,  and  remove  all  filth  and  to  enter 
upon  any  premises  in  the  day  time  to  do  necessary  acts,  and  so  on ; what  steps  have  been 
taken  under  the  powers  of  that  clause  ? — The  only  case  in  which  we  have  had  occasion  to 
consider  that  clause  is  that  case  in  front  of  Lovaine  Row  that  you  have  heard  of. 

6735.  What  Mr.  Matthias  Dunn  and  others  complained  of? — Yes.  That  stream  is  an 
ancient  stream  turning  two  or  three  mills,  and  was  in  former  days  a stream  of  pure 
water.  The  Government  erected  the  barracks  near  it  fifty  years  ago,  and  carried  the  sewers 
of  the  barracks  into  that  stream  ; from  that  hour  it  became  a polluted  stream.  It  flowed 
through  private  property  down  to  the  river.  The  piece  of  ground  in  which  the  nuisance 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Dunn  arose  was  a piece  of  ground  which  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  ago  was  purchased  by  the  inhabitants  and  the  corporation  jointly,  and  conveyed  to 
trustees  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  buildings  being  erected  in  front  of  Lovaine  Row. 

The  owner  of  it,  who  was  also  the  owner  of  mills  below,  reserved  the  existing  dam  upon  it 
for  the  use  of  his  mills  ; he  reserved  the  right  of  using  that  dam  as  he  had  theretofore 
done.  The  examj^le  of  the  Government  was  followed  ; other  houses  put  their  sewers  into 
this  burn,  and  it  finally  became  very  filthy  ; but  it  could  not  be  considered  a stagnant 
pool.  It  was  a running  stream,  and  was  stopped  only  for  the  purpose  of  using  the 
water  for  the  mills.  Then  what  does  this  clause  enable  the  council  to  do  ; “ That  it  shall 
“ be  lawful  for  the  council  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think  fit,  to  cleanse  any 
“ rivulets  and  streams  of  water,  and  drain  any  stagnant  pools  of  water  ; this  is  a 
rivulet  or  stream  of  water ; “ and  remove  all  filth  within  the  said  borough.  ’ If  the 
council  had  cleansed  this  one  day,  the  sewage  water  would  have  fouled  it  the  next ; so  that 
the  putting  this  clause  in  force  would  have  been  of  no  effect  whatever  in  removing  the 
nuisance.  The  board  of  guardians,  who  then  were  putting  in  force  the  Nuisances 
Removal  Act,  found  that  Act  equally  ineffectual  for  this  purpose,  and  it  could  only  be 
done  as  it  was  done  by  the  council : that  is  to  say,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  propi’ietor 
of  the  soil,  with  the  owner  of  that  dam.  They  got  him  to  give  up  his  right  to  use  it, 
and  they  were  at  the  expense  of  arching  it  over,  making  an  arch  large  enough  to  contain 
this  stream  ; and  the  proprietor  placed  his  dam  in  another  situation  far  removed  from 
buildings. 

6736.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Is  that  the  stream  which  eventually  becomes  the  stream  of  Pandon  ? 

— The  same  stream. 

6737.  Is  not  it  still  open  at  Stockbridge  ? — Further  down  it  is. 

{Mr.  Inspector  Charlton)  Not  at  Stockbridge ; at  Pandon  Dean. 

{Mr.  Town  Cleric)  In  carrying  out  this  operation  the  corporation  spent  about  600Z.  in 
covering  it  over.  They  removed  the  nuisance  for  a considerable  part  of  its  course  ; there 
may  be  parts  of  its  course  still  open. 

6738.  {Mr.  Simon.)  There  is  another  such  stream  I think,  which  passes  under 
Gallowgate,  coming  from  Darn  Crook  ? — It  is  a sewer  altogether  ; I never  saw  a stream 
there. 

6739.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Is  that  a sewer  which  passes  by  Darn  Crook?  There 
is  no  burn  there  now  ; it  is  merely  a sewer. 

6740.  About  the  flooding  of  the  cellars  there  ? — That  is  at  Newgate  Street. 

6741.  Is  the  sewer  there  so  superficial  that  it  floods  the  cellars  I — ^It  used  to  be  formerly 
small,  but  there  has  been  a new  one  built  about  two  or  three  years  ago  ; there  has  been 
no  flooding  since  that. 

6742.  A month  ago  the  cellar  was  full  of  water  ? — I am  not  aware  of  thaf. 

6743.  Is  the  po.sition  of  that  sewer  such  that  it  would  be  likely  to  flood  the  cellars  of 
the  houses  there  ? — There  might  be  a cliance  of  its  doing  so  if  there  were  a great  land 

flood. 
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G744.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  the  water  rises  in  a court  there  so  as  to  flood  not 
only  the  cellars  but  the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that,  except  from 
a land  flood.  I am  not  aware  of  any  other  cause  ; there  has  been  two  or  three  times  a 
land  flood.  It  is  a very  low  part  there,  and  it  will  happen  sometimes.  We  have  now 
arrangements  for  carrying  up  some  sewers  which  probably  will  have  a tendency  to  stop 
the  water  coming  on  the  surface  ; but  all  these  things  take  time.  There  is  a certain 
sum  to  be  expended  in  each  year. 

G745.  [Chairman  to  Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Then  as  to  the  byedaws  for  scavenage,  tlie 
penalties  flxed  and  exacted,  and  so  on,  under  the  109th  section  of  the  Local  Act  of  184(i  ? 

• — The  scavenging  is  in  fact  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation.  I had  better,  perhaps,  take 
the  o])portunity  of  putting  in  the  diflerent  bjmlaws  made  applicable  to  street  nuisances 
and  other  matters.  The  first  set  of  byelaws  was  made  on  the  2d  of  August  1837.  We 
have  a great  objection  here  both  to  rates  and  penalties  ; the  public  have  a great  ^^rejudice 
against  both. 

674G.  Were  these  byelaws  made  under  the  Local  Act  of  1837? — Yes;  probably  you 
will  find  it  refer  both  to  the  general  powers  of  the  Municipal  Act  and  the  Act  of  1837. 
The  next  whidi  I put  in  are  some  further  byelaws  made  in  1837  ; these  are  byelaws 
relating  to  hackney  coaches.  There  are  some  further  bye-laws  as  to  hackne}^  coaches,  and 
some  byelaw.^  as  to  gaming;  these  are  byedaws  as  to  steamdjoats  plying  on  the  river 
('p'eoducinrj  the  same]. 

G7 1-7.  Then,  in  fact  there  have  been  no  byelaws  made  as  to  scavenage  under  the  Act  of 
1 81G  s — The  scavenage  is  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation;  save  so  far  as  any  of  those  bjm- 
laws  may  possibly  relate  to  scavenage,  none  have  been  made. 

6748.  Referring  for  one  instant  to  section  77  of  the  Act  of  1846,  as  to  the  council 
providing  lands  for  the  deposit  of  dung,  ashes,  and  flltli  to  be  taken  by  the  scavengers, 
v/hat  has  been  done  under  that  ? — It  is  very  difiicult  to  find  any  place  of  deposit  for  dung 
which  shall  be  popular.  The  council,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act,  possessed 
groinids  in  various  parts  of  the  borough  for  the  deposit  of  ashes  and  filth,  and  stone,  and 
other  materials  for  the  streets  and  highways ; but  the  bulk  of  the  ashes  and  other  matter 
collected  by  the  scavengers  has  been  delivered  direct  into  railway  waggons  and  conveyed 
into  the  country ; and  negociations  are  noAv  pending  witli  the  railway  company  to  have 
the  whole  disposed  of  in  this  manner.  I may  also  state  that  there  is  an  immense  quantity 
i-ernoved  from  this  toAvn  by  the  farmers’  carts.  The  town  surveyor  perhaps  Avill  be  here 
to  say  what  depots  he  has  used  in  the  town  ibr  that  purpose. 

6749.  {Mr.  Simon  to  Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  Will  you  mention  them  ? — There  is  a depot  at 
Glasshouse  Bridge,  .and  it  is  carried  olf  there  by  barges.  The  NcAvcastle  and  Berwick 
railway  liave  taken  a good  deal  aavay,  and  the  Newcastle  and  Carlisle  railway  also.  They 
have  a depot;  so  much  is  paid  per  cart  load.  We  cannot  sell  it;  in  short  we  are  compelled 
now,  in  many  iflaces,  to  pay  for  it.  At  the  tovvn  moor  and  Castle  Leazes  we  sent  a great 
deal  for  the  use  of  the  common.  They  do  not  make  any  charge  for  it.  At  St.  Lawrence 
we  have  to  pay.  We  have  one  also  at  Mr.  Plummer’s  at  St.  Lawrence. 

{)750.  {Chairman.)  How  many  have  you  Avithin  the  parliamentary  borough? — Six; 
one  at  tlie  Glasshouse  Bridge;  another  at  the  station  of  the  NeAvcastle  and  Berwick  railway  ; 
then  the  NeAvcastle  and  Carlisle  railway,  there  is  another  siding  there;  then  at  ELsAvick, 
along  the  ScotsAvood  Road,  there  is  one;  another  on  the  town  moor,  Castle  Leazes,  near 
CalloAvgate  ; and  another  at  St.  LaAvrence. 

(;7-'>L  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Are  there  any  other  places  Avithinthe  borough  that  you  think 
Avould  be  les.s  objectionable  for  such  deposits? — Not  any. 

6752.  Have  you  chosen  them  Avith  a vieAv  to  l^e  as  little  nuisance  to  the  public  as  possible  ? 
— We  have.  Noav  we  have  come  to  this,  that  tliere  is  an  arrangement  pending  with 
the  Newcastle  and  Beiuvick  raihvay  company,  to  take  the  whole  doAvn  to  tlie  Avater. 
Their  managing  man  lias  had  a good  deal  of  conversation  with  us  about  it,  and  Ave  hope 
in  a .short  time  liaAm  it  finally  settled ; so  that  the  Avhole  may  be  taken  doAvn  and  put 
upon  land  l;elonging  to  the  corporation. 

()753.  (Mr.  Siii'ton.)  Could  you  give  us  any  notion  of  the  quantities  that  have  been 
removed  by  the  railway  ?— Many  a time  Ave  could  not  find  Avaggons  for  it;  Ave  are  very 
often  at  a Io.ss  for  that.  We  liaAm  got  rid  of  betAveen  18,000  and  20,000  loads  in  the  year. 

6754.  Hoav  much  of  that  has  gone  by  the  raihvay? — I could  not  tell.  The  Inspector  of 
scaA’enging  could  tell  perhaps.  The  last  jmar  Ave  led  out.  6,877  loads  on  the  paved  streets  ; 
macadamized  streets  4,153  loads  ; 8,172  from  what  Ave  call  the  Spital  ashes  heaps. 

(>755.  {Chairman.)  HaAm  you  any  contractors  for  that  purpose? — No,  we  Avork  by 
our  OAvn  people  ; there  is  an  inspector  of  scavenging. 

()756.  Are  there  any  contractors  for  the  emptying  of  privies  and  ash-pits  ? — None. 

6757.  In  fact,  at  this  moment  there  is  no  system  or  arrangement  Avhatsoev'ei'  for  the 
.systematic  enqitj’iiig  of  jirivies  and  ash-pits? — There  is  not  ; we  hope  very  shortly  to  have 
somethino-  of  that  kind  done, 

6758.  {To  Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  As  to  streets,  not  being  highways,  which  might  have  been 
levelled,^  flagged,  and  paved  under  section  58  of  the  local  Act  of  1846,  can  you  state  Avhat 
has  been  done  in  respect  of  that  ? — Rye  Hill  Street,  containing  809  yards  in  length  and 
tAventy-seven  feet  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1847 ; Shield  Street,  containing  572  feet  in 
length  and  thirty  feet  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1849  ; Picton  Street,  containing  241  yards 
in  length  and  forty-five  feet  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1849  ; Gibson  Street,  containing 
285  yards  in  length  and  eighteen  yards  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1852 ; Howard  Street, 
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containing  188  yards  in  length  and  thirty-three  feet  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1852 ; 
Kichmond  Street,  containing  184  yards  in  length  and  thirty-three  feet  in  breadth,  in  the 
year  1852  ; Little  Blagdon  Street,  containing  100  yards  in  length  and  fifteen  feet  in 
breadth,  in  the  year  1853  ; Orchard  Street,  containing  170  yai'ds  in  length  and  thirty-six 
feet  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1853  ; Terrace  Place,  containing  seventy-five  yards  in  length 
and  thirty-six  feet  in  breadth,  in  the  year  1850.  All  those  streets  have  been  completely 
levelled,  paved,  and  flagged. 

0759.  Then  as  to  streets  which  remained  unlevelled,  unpaved,  and  unflagged  at  the 
outbreak  of  cholera? — East  Ballast  Hills,  366  yards  in  length  ; Albion  Row,  217  yards 
in  length ; Quality  Row,  216  yards  in  length  ; and  Regent  Street,  216  yards  in  length. 

6760.  With  reference  to  slaughter-houses  and  knackers’  yards,  and  as  to  the  regulations 
which  may  have  been  made  under  the  109th  section  of  the  Local  Act  of  1846  for  the 
regulation  and  inspection  of  them,  for  keeping  them  in  a cleanly  and  proper  state,  and 
for  removing  the  filth  therefrom  at  least  once  a week  ? — I never  heard  a slaughter-house 
complained  of.  I think  there  are  some  nuisances  which  are  absolutely  unavoidable  ; they 
must  to  a certain  extent  exist,  and  I believe  tlie  slaughter-houses  are  as  well  conducted 
here  as  in  any  town  in  the  country. 

6761.  Have  you  ever  made  any  byelaws  for  their  regulation  ? — No. 

6762.  With  refei’ence  to  the  smoke  consumption  and  noxious  effluvia  prevention  clause 
in  the  Local  Act  of  1846,  section  89,  what  has  been  done  ? — Under  this  section,  in  1848 
notices  were  served  on  several  persons,  including  owners  and  masters  of  steam-boats. 

6763.  Have  any  notices  been  served  in  the  years  1849, 1850,  1851,  1852,  or  since  then? 
— No.  There  was  great  discussion  in  the  council,  and  great  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  putting  that  clause  in  force.  Many  of  the  councillors  were  afraid  of 
injuring  tlie  manufacturing  prosperity  of  the  town ; some  of  them  said  it  was  impossible 
to  construct  any  furnace  to  consume  its  own  smoke. 

6764.  Did  the  rest  of  the  council  believe  them  when  they  said  so? — There  is  so  much 
diflerence  of  opinion,  and  inasmuch  as  no  step  can  be  taken  but  by  order  of  the  council, 
there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  putting  that  clause  into  execution.  It  was  adopted  after 
much  discussion ; and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  council  agreed  on  its  insertion 
in  the  Act  at  all.  It  waspiot  expressed  in  such  a way  as  made  it  very  easy  to  convict  under 
it.  But  in  the  last  Act  whicli  has  been  obtained  there  is  a very  full  and  comprehensive 
clause,  which  has  been  obtained  with  the  serious  intention  of  putting  it  into  execution. 
There  would  be  great  difficulties  in  some  manufactories.  Nobody  has  been  able  to  invent 
anything  to  cure  the  smoke  of  a glass  house,  yet  there  is  no  exception  of  glass-houses. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  potteries. 

6765.  In  fact,  since  1848  the  power  has  been  left  in  abeyance  ? — It  has  been  in  abeyance 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

6766.  Have  you  a return  of  all  the  monies,  personal,  official,  and  parliamentary,  spent 
in  or  with  reference  to  framing,  soliciting,  or  obtaining  the  several  Local  Acts  of  1837, 
1841,  1846,  1850,  and  1853  ? — Here  it  is. 


TJte  same  vms  delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows  : 


Town  Improvement  Act,  1837 
Ditto,  1841 

Ditto,  1846 

Ditto,  1850 


£ s. 

- 1391  3 

- 1294  3 

- 1233  7 

- 972  14 


Ditto,  1853 


1534  10 


d. 

1 

4 

4 

0 
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6767.  Those  include  the  whole  expenses  ? — The  whole  expenses.  I may  observe  that 
the  parliamentary  fees  are  heavy  in  consequence  of  the  practice  of  charging  a separate  set 
of  fees  for  every  separate  object,  and  in  some  of  tlie  Acts  you  will  see  a great  many  objects 
embraced. 

6768.  This  includes  all  law  and  other  charges  here  and  in  London  ? — Every  expense  of 
every  sort. 

6769.  Proceeding  to  the  public  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  the  14th  and  15th  Victoria, 
chapter  28,  you  stated  to  us  that  in  the  year  1851  you  had  put  it  in  force  with  regard  to 
compelling  the  registering  of  houses,  did  3mu  not? — Yes.  On  the  8th  of  October  1851, 
notice  of  the  Con.mon  Lodging-house  Act  was  given  to  all  the  keepers  of  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  town.  A register  of  Common  Lodging-houses  was  opened  and 
inspectors  appointed,  and  in  the  year  1851  a lodging-house  keeper  was  convicted,  as  you 
have  heard,  in  a penalty  of  40s.  On  the  14th  of  September  1853,  byelaws  for  the  regu- 
lation of  common  lodging-houses  were  passed.  The  subject,  as  I have  said  before,  had 
been  previously  discussed  in  the  council,  very  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  from 
the  feeling  that  the  Act  v/ould  not  enable  them  to  remedy  the  evil,  they  did  not  pass 
any  resolutions  to  regulate  the  common  lodging-houses. 

6770.  Under  the  ninth  section,  authorizing  the  local  authorities  to  make  regulations  for 
the  well  ordering  of  them  and  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes  therein,  and  under  the  tenth 
section  for  imposing  penalties  on  offenders  against  the  said  regulations,  there  has  nothing 
been  done? — Nothing  has  been  done  till  September  last,  till  the  outbi’eak  of  cholera. 
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6771.  \Mt.  Simon.)  You  have  two  or  three  times  mentioned  inspectors  of  one  sort  and 
another,  vill  you  tell  us  what  inspectors  you  have  altogether  ? — There  are  two  inspectors 
of  lodging-houses. 

6672.  Do  they  fulfil  any  other  duties  than  those  of  inspectors  of  lodging-houses  ? — I can- 
not answer  that. 

(To  William  Pattison.)  Are  you  an  inspector  of  lodging-] muses  ? — Yes. 

6773.  Do  you  do  any  other  duty  besides  that  ? — No. 

6774.  (Chairman.)  When  wei'e  you  appointed  to  your  present  office  1 — In  September 
last. 

6775.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Did  you  cease  to  do  duty  as  a policeman  as  soon  as  you  were 
appointed  an  inspector  of  lodging-houses  ? — Yes. 

6776.  So  that  you  have  done  no  duty  as  a policeman  since  September  last  ? — No. 

6777.  And  is  it  the  same  with  the  other  inspector  ?— Yes,  just  the  same.  He  has  one 
part  of  the  town  and  I have  the  other  part. 

(Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Then  we  have  two  inspectors  of  provisions. 

6778.  (Mr.  Simon)  Do  they  do  other  duties  ? — Yes. 

6779.  What  are  their  other  duties? — Tliey  are  inspectors  of  police  ; it  is  a part  of  their 
duties  to  inspect  the  provisions.  Then  we  have  the  three  inspectors  of  nuisances.  Then 
the  town  surveyor  has  an  inspector  of  scavenging. 

6780.  There  have  been  three  inspectors  of  nuisances  since  September  the  23d  1853  ? — 
Since  the  council  took  upon  themselves  to  carry  out  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act.  That 
was  previously  left  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  guardians. 

6781.  Do  they  do  any  other  dutie.s? — I do  not  think  they  do  ; they  take  the  sanitary 
regulations  altogether. 

6782.  Who  inspects  the  public  privies? — (Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  One  of  our  men  looks 
after  them  every  week  ; he  looks  after  the  pants  and  the  public  privies.  He  is  one  of  the 
ordinary  workmen. 

6783.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  As  to  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  Common 
Lodging-houses  Act,  I wish  to  ascertain  whether  anything  was  done  under  that  clause, 
which  enacts  that,  “ The  keeper  of  a common  lodging-house  shall  thoroughly  cleanse  all 
“ the  rooms,  passages,  stairs,  floors,  windows,  doors,  walls,  ceilings,  privies,  cesspools  and 
“ drains  thereof,  to  the  satisfaction  of  and  so  often  as  shall  be  required  by  or  in  accordance 
“ with  any  regulation  or  byelaw  of  the  local  authority  ; and  also  lime-wash  the  walls 
and  ceilings  in  the  first  week  of  April  and  October.  Has  anything  been  done  under  that  ? 
— I have  no  means  of  knowing. 

6784.  Have  the  town  council  or  the  local  authorities  interfered  to  enforce  that  section  ? — 
They  would  leave  it  to  the  inspectors  altogether,  who,  I should  believe,  would  enforce  it 
whenever  it  was  necessary. 

6785.  Was  any  record  kept  of  the  proceedings  taken  between  October  1851  and 
August  1853,  as  to  carrying  that  out? — It  is  not  at  all  under  my  cognizance,  therefore  I 
cannot  answei'  tbe  question. 

6786.  No  regulations  or  byelaws  were  made  to  enable  it  to  be  carried  out  ? — No. 

6787.  Then  as  to  the  permissive  and  discretionary  powers  of  an  Act  of  the  same  year 
to  encourage  the  establishment  of  lodging-houses  for  the  labouring  classes,  when  and  to 
what  extent,  if  ever,  have  the  town  comicil  availed  themselves  thereof  ? — They  have  not 
done  so  at  all.  The  council  have  not  yet  considered  the  provisions  of  the  Act  with  a view 
to  their  adojition.  Their  surplus  revenue  has  been  absorbed  for  other  purposes,  and  they 
have  not  proposed  a rate  for  the  purpose  of  investment  in  the  erection  of  lodging-houses. 
They  have  the  power  of  imposing  a rate  for  the  purpose,  but  they  have  not  thought  it 
expedient  to  do  so,  thinking  that  the  present  law  is  inefiectual  for  subduing  the  evil,  and 
that  a law  restricting  the  number  of  inmates  within  a room  of  a certain  size  is  the  only 
mode  of  remedying  the  evil  of  overcrowding.  You  cannot  do  it  under  the  Lodging- 
house  Act. 

6788.  (To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  I find  from  this  document  of  yours  that  since  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Act  of  1837  the  council  has  sewered  fifty-three  streets,  measuring 
together  five  and  a quarter  miles  ; is  that  con-ect  ? — It  is. 

6789.  The  number  of  streets  which  remained  unsewered  on  the  31st  of  August  1853 
was  twenty-one,  consisting,  as  you  here  state,  chiefly  of  obscure  streets  at  the  extremity 
of  the  borough,  the  whole  length  of  such  streets  being  1,480  yards.  Is  that  so  ? — It  is. 

6790.  Is  the  length  of  the  whole  of  the  main  sewers,  at  this  moment  existing  in  the 
borough,  about  fifteen  and  a quarter  miles  ?— Yes.  There  are  a good  many  more  small  ones. 

6791.  What  is  the  number  of  the  houses  within  this  borough,  or,  firstly,  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  borough? — We  have  6,045  houses. 

6792.  Of  those  houses,  how  many  have  drains  of  any  kind  or  sort? — 3,551. 

6793.  And  how  many  are  without  drainage  of  any  sort  ? — 2,494. 

6794.  Then  in  the  townships  without  the  old  borough,  but  within  the  parliamentary 
borough,  what  is  the  number  of  houses  ? — About  3,408. 

6795.  How  many  have  drains? — 1,910. 

6796.  And  what  is  the  number  of  those  not  drained  ? — 1,498. 

6797.  Altogether,  then,  you  compute  that  there  are  9,453  houses  in  the  whole  borough, 
of  which  5,461  have  .surface  or  other  drains,  either  from  the  house,  or  yard,  or  premises, 
while  3,992  have  no  drains  of  any  kind  or  sort  ? — That  is  so. 
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6798.  (To  Mr.  Town  Clerk)  What  were  the  difficulties  to  which  you  alluded  iu  respect 
of  enforcing  the  powers  of  the  Local  Act  of  1850,  section  16,  as  to  compelling  brancli 
sewers  to  be  made  ? — Since  tlie  passing  of  tlie  Act  of  1850^  a good  many  branch  drains 
have  been  made ; but  the  clause  is  not  so  clearly  expressed  as  one  could  have  wished, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  quite  appear  that  it  is  to  be  a branch  drain  for  every  house ; and 
therefore  we  got  in  the  last  Act  a very  clear  and  explicit  clause,  which,  I have  no  doubt, 
will  be  easily  carried  out.  In  framing  these  Acts  of  Parliament,  our  course  is  here  for 
the  council  to  call  upon  the  inhabitants  to  discuss  their  provisions,  so  as  to  avoid  any 
dispute  in  Parliament,  and  Ave  have  so  far  succeeded  in  that ; otherwise  our  expenses  of 
local  legislation  would  not  be  so  trifling  as  they  are,  compared  with  expenses  incurred!  n 
other  places.  But  it  has  also  occasioned  some  obscurity  of  clauses,  which  you  must  not 
blame  the  council  for.  We  have  sometimes  a clause  without  a jDenalty.  The  inhabitants, 
as  I have  said,  have  the  usual  prejudice  against  both  rates  and  penalties. 

6799.  (Mr.  Simon.)  So  that,  if  we  find  clauses  which^are  ineffectual,  we  are  to  attribute  it 
to  your  constituents’  interference? — Under  the  particular  circumstances  They  were  as  good 
as  we  could  carry  them  at  the  time,  as  we  were  determined  not  to  have  a fight  in  Parliament. 

6800.  Do  you  believe  that  your  present  Local  Act  is  effectual  for  sanitaiy  purposes  ? — 
We  should  be  glad  to  have  it  more  so,  but  in  getting  it  we  had  a considerable  clamour  in 
the  town  against  us.  We  got  as  much  as  we  could,^and  I think  it  will  answer  every  purpose. 

6801.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  two  great  sanitary  evils  of  the  place  relate  to  over- 
crowding and  to  want  of  drainage.  What  powers  does  the  town  council  now  possess  to 
prevent  that  overcrowding,  of  several  Irish  families,  for  instance,  in  a single  room,  to 
which  you  have  adverted  ? — I do  not  think  we  can  meet  that,  unless  some  general  law 
be  passed.  With  respect  to  the  drainage,  we  have  it  in  our  own  hands,  and  we  believe 
that  we  are  doing  it  very  effectually. 

6802.  Will  you  tell  me  what  power  you  have  to  compel  a drain  to  be  connected  with  a 
privy  ? — I am  not  sensible  of  the  necessity  or  advantage  of  having  a drain  to  a privy ; 
but  I think  the  council  liaA^e  a poAver,  under  the  36th  section  of  the  last  Act,  to  require 
the  owner  of  any  house  or  ground  (they  are  veiy  general  terms)  to  make  a drain  to  such 
part  of  the  house  as  they  please,  or  the  ground  attached  to  it.  If  he  shall  not  execute 
the  drain  in  such  manner  as  the  council  may  direct,  they  may  execute  it  themselves  ; 
and  if  they  fancied  to  make  a drain  to  a privy,  I think  they  might  do  so.  I do  not  think 
they  had  such  a case  in  their  contemplation  when  framing  that  Act  as  making  a drain  to 
a privy  ; they  would  rather  have  water-closets. 

6803.  Have  they  power  under  that  Act  to  order  the  adaptation  of  water  supply  to  a 
privy  ? — I do  not  think  they  have  any  power  to  do  that. 

6804.  If  what  has  been  represented  to  us  is  true,  auz.,  that  in  certain  parts  of  the  town 
the  gi'eat  sanitary  evil  consists  of  the  accumulation  of  ordure  from  privies  and  ash-pits 
round  about  the  houses,  you  have  no  additional  powers  to  cure  that  evil  ? — I do  not  think 
we  have  ; we  can  only  encourage  its  cure  by  getting  the  water  company  to  charge  as 
little  as  possible  for  water-closets.  That  company  have  an  Act  before  Parliament  next 
session  in  which  probably  the  corporation  will  get  some  clauses  of  that  description 
introduced,  that  they  shall  be  compelled  to  supply  water-closets  at  a very  small  sum. 
The  higli  pressure  enables  the  water-closet  to  be  constructed  at  a much  less  cost. 

6805.  (Chairman.)  You  have  stated,  with  reference  to  the  powers  for  that  purpose 
conveyed  by  previous  Local  Acts,  that  you  have  found  difficulties  in  getting  privies  and 
ash-pits  emptied,  owing  to  there  often  being  several  occupiers  in  the  same  house,  sharing 
the  use  of  the  same  convenience,  but  who  will  not  agree  to  share  the  expense  of  emptying 
them.  Does  the  Act  of  1853  give  you  any  extended  or  improved  power  in  that  respect  ? 
— It  does  not.  We  are  just  in  the  same  situation  as  the  other  towns  of  the  neighbourhood, 
but  we  shall  have  to  adopt  the  system  which  they  have  only  recently  adopted  at  Liverpool, 
and  Manchester ; and  we  have  had  the  officers  of  those  toAvns  who  superintend  that 
department  over  here  to  advise  us  ; we  shall  have  to  throw  upon  the  town  the  burthen 
of  taking  away  all  those  things  ; you  cannot  rely  upon  individuals. 

6806.  Keferring  then  again  to  the  Local  Act  of  1846,  section  66,  you  will  see  that 
there  is  no  penalty  attached  ? — I should  state  probably,  that  in  many  cases  the  council 
submitted  to  clauses  being  directory  without  a penalty.  You  might  perhaps  enforce 
them  by  indicting  the  party  for  a misdemeanour  for  breaking  a clause  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament ; you  might  get  a remedy  sometimes  without  a penalty, 

6807.  Just  refer  to  the  66th  section  of  the  Local  Act  of  1846  directing  the  owner  to 
give  notice  to  the  council  before  laying  out  any  street ; no  penalty  is  attached  to  that  ? — No. 

6808.  On  receiving  that  notice  the  council  is  authorised  to  make  regulations  for  the 
levels,  &c.  ? — Yes. 

6809.  And  then  in  the  68th  section  tliere  is  an  enactment  fixing  a penalty  for  any 
breach  of  the  oi’der  of  the  council  ? — Yes. 

6810.  But  as  there  is  no  penalty  attached  to  the  former  clause  directing  the  owner  to 
give  notice,  you  seem  to  have  a penalty  and  actually  have  it  not  ?- — Yes. 

681 1.  Who  is  responsible  for  such  a piece  of  legislation  as  that? — I confess  that  I will 
not  take  the  responsibility  of  it.  I would  not  shriiik  from  any  responsibility  that  belongs 
to  me.  I remember — in  discussing  both  the  Act  of  1837  and  subsequent  Acts — several 
cases  of  penalties  being  expunged  at  the  instance  of  the  inhabitants.  This  probably  is  one 
of  them  The  inhabitants  thought  there  were  penalties  enough  already. 
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J.  Clayton,  Esq.  6812.  Then  I see  in  the  Scame  Act  of  1846,  section  81,  it  is  enacted  that  it 

shall  be  lawful  for  the  council,  from  time  to  time,  not  to  compel  a man  to  drain  his  house 

SOth  Jan.  1854.  into  the  sewer,  but  to  “ empoiver  ” him  to  do  so  ? — ^Yes. 

6813.  Do  you  think  that  that  utterly  unmeaning  enactment  was  introduced  owing  to 

any  such  a compromise  ? — It  is  possible. 

6814.  So  that  you  have  been  obliged  to  have  another  Local  Act  of  1850,  section 
16,  and  a further  Act  of  1853,  sections  36  and  38,  in  order  to  enable  you  at 

length  to  get  the  power  which  ought  to  have  been  obtained  right  off  in  1846  ? We 

tried  in  each  case  to  improve  our  position.  We  did  not  go  to  Parliament  positively  for 
that,  but  for  some  other  object. 

6815.  Passing  on  to  sections  92  and  93  in  the  same  Act  of  1846,  you  direct 
that  the  owners  of  existing  or  new  houses  shall  provide  privies  aud  ash-pits,  but 
you  fix  no  penalty  if  they  do  not  jnovide  them  ; whereas,  in  the  94th  clause,  you  fix  a 
penalty  if  they  do  not  empty  the  privies,  which  you  have  taken  no  power  to  compel 
them  to  provide  ? — Yes  : but  we  assume  that  they  must  provide  them.  We  might  indict 
for  a misdemeanour,  I think,  upon  those  two  clauses. 

6816.  (3Ir.  Simo7i.)  Have  you  ever  done  so  ?— No  ; we  are  rather  a peaceable  people 
than  otherwise,  aud  we  have  had  no  occasion  to  do  so. 

6817.  {Ghairmaii)  Again,  referring  to  your  last  Local  Act,  the  Act  of  1853,  I 
notice  that  in  the  beginning  you  incorporate  two  sections  of  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act  with  reference  to  sewers  ? — Yes,  from  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act. 

6818.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  why  the  other  very  admirable  powers  as  regards 
sewers  and  drainage,  in  that  Towns  Improvement  Act,  were  not  also  embodied  ?— I will 
see  if  I have  any  means  of  doing  so ; perhaps  I may. 

6819.  Out  of  the  twenty  clauses  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  having  reference  to 
sewers  and  drains,  you  incorporate  two  which  seem  to  us  amoug  the  least  important  of 
the  whole  ? — We  thought  that  we  already  had  all  other  necessary  powers,  though  it  was 
not  originally  thought  so  as  to  some  of  them. 

6820.  Eeferring  to  section  45  and  others  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act, 
which  direct  that  all  branch  drains  and  so  on  shall  be  kept  in  order,  and  be  under  the 
survey  of  the  commissioners,  who  would  be  the  toAvn  council  in  this  case,  and  so  on,  do 
you  think  that  you  have  got  all  those  powers  ? — We  think  that  we  have  enough  for  our 
purpose  ; at  least  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  council. 

(Dr.  Itobinson.)  There  is  one  point  as  to  the  Towns  Improvement  Act ; there  is  a 
power,  with  i-eference  to  mortgages  on  the  rates,  for  enabling  the  council  to  carry  out  at 
once  such  works  of  improvement,  and  such  a clause  is  in  the  Public  Health  Act  also. 

6821.  {Ghaii^man  to  i/r.  Toivn  GMc.)  Do  you  think  that  you  have,  under  your  Local 
Act,  the  power  to  which  Dr.  Robinson  alludes  ? — I think  we  had  the  pecuniaiy  means  to 
carry  it  out. 

6822.  By  this  same  Towns  Improvement  Act,  sections  42  and  43,  the  council 
might  have  been  empowered  to  compel  the  owners  of  houses  to  provide  privies 
and  ash-pits  on  penalties,  and  in  the  33d  section  of  3mur  late  Act  you  merely 
enact  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  council  to  order  the  occupier  of  any  hotel,  tavern, 
inn,  public  house,  beer-house,  or  eating-house  to  erect  proper  privies? — Yes.  The  power 
was  more  extensive  in  the  Bill  as  originally  drawn,  but  it  was  considered  to  be  an  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  the  subject  and  of  property,  and  it  was  limited  to  public  houses. 

6823.  You  think  you  wonld  have  had  difficulty  in  incorporating  the  42d  and 
43d  clauses  of  this  public  statute,  though  you  incorporated  the  22d  and  33d  ? — 
Local  legislation  is  attended,  as  you  are  aware,  with  great  difficulty.  “ Commis- 
“ sioners  may  borrow  money  by  mortgage  of  sewer  rates that  was  in  our  last 
Act  originally,  and  was  struck  out  under  the  circumstances  which  I have  stated.  The 
people  said  it  was  not  right  that  we  should  get  the  town  into  debt,  and,  po^imd  facie,  it 
is  desirable  to  avoid  getting  into  debt. 

6824.  That  is  the  answer  to  the  previous  question  of  Dr.  Robinson  ? — That  is  the 
answer  to  the  previous  question,  and  in  a minute  or  two  I shall  find  an  equally  satisfac- 
tory answer,  I have  no  doubt,  to  the  other  question. 

6825.  I wish  to  know  the  reason  why  you  would  not  go  the  length  of  taking  section 
53  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  or  section  42  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act,  instead  of 
taking  only  the  limited  powers  of  section  33  of  yom-  late  Local  Act  ? — We 
had  that  42d  clause  of  the  Towns  Improvement  Act  in  our  original  Bill,  precisely 
in  its  very  words. 

6826.  You  would  have  taken  the  powers  then  if  you  could  have  got  them  ? — Yes. 

6827.  Only  your  constituents  were  not  wise  enough  to  let  you  have  them  ?—  No. 

6828.  Was  there  any  power  taken  or  attempted  to  be  taken  with  reference  to  regula- 
tions for  burial,  beyond  what  you  now  have  under  section  40  of  your  Act,  which  contains 
but  a faint  allusion  to  the  greater  powers  which  are  given  in  the  Towns  Improvement 
Act.  The  40th  section  of  your  Local  Act  of  1853  is  to  this  effect,  that  after  the  expiration 
of  one  year  from  the  passing  of  the  Act  no  vault  or  grave,  and  so  on,  shall  be  constructed 
within  twenty  yards  of  any  church  or  chapel,  and  so  on  ? — We  thouglit  ourselves  very 
lucky  to  be  able  to  carry  that.  It  was  very  much  objected  to  by  many  persons,  and  we 
thought  that  that  would  remedy  the  evil  almost  entirely,  and  it  will  do  so. 
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6829.  Will  you  further  explain  to  us  why,  in  tlie  section  65  of  your  Act,  you  do  not 
take  powers  to  compel  the  landlords  of  teneinented  pi’operty  below  6^.  annual  rental,  to 
supply  their  tenants  with  water,  and  themselves  to  become  responsible  for  those  rates, 
as  well  as  for  the  other  rates  with  which  they  are  thereby  saddled? — At  Manchester, 
under  the  Health  of  Towns  Act,  they  adopted  the  principle  of  raising  the  money 
necessary  for  water  works  as  a charge  upon  the  town,  by  a rate  upon  the  town.  Tlien 
they  administer  Avater  to  everybody.  Mow  here  the  water  supply  is  in  the  ha,nds  of  a 
company  and  not  of  the  toAvn,  and  therefore  we  could  not  impose  a water  rate.  And  if  we 
had  proposed  a clause  to  oblige  every  owner  of  property  to  take  in  the  Whittle  Dean  water, 
which  is  the  only  Avater  they  could  haAm  had,  Ave  should  have  had  a great  clamour  in  the 
town.  I durst  not  have  proposed  such  a thing.  They  Avould  have  told  me  that  I had 
been  employed  by  the  AVhittle  Dean  Avater  company  if  I had  proposed  such  a thing. 

6830.  {Mr.  Simon.)  But  there  are  such  laAvs  in  force  in  other  toAvns? — If  the  Avater 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  town  there  avouIcI  be  no  objection  to  it ; but  I see  the  utmost 
difficulty  under  any  other  circumstances. 

6831.  But  in  the  City  of  London  the  Local  Act  empoAvers  the  Commissioners  avIio  admi- 
nister it  to  call  upon  every  householder  to  provide  his  house  Avitli  water,  no  matter  Avhere 
it  comes  from,  so  that  the  supply  be  to  their  satisfaction : Avould  not  such  an  enact- 
ment be  applicable  here  also  ? — T think  vve  should  never  submit  to  such  a laAv  forcing  us 
to  take  water. 

6832.  {Chairman.)  In  the  Bill  of  the  year  1853,  at  the  56th  section,  I find  this 
enactment  proposed,  that  after  the  passing  of  tliis  Act  it  shall  not  be  hiAvful  to  build,  or 
occupy  as  a dAvelling-house,  any  house  in  any  court  or  alley  narrower  than  thirty  feet, 
through  which  there  shall  not  be  an  open  passage  at  each  end  tliereof,  at  least  tAventy  feet 
wide,  and  entirely  ojDen  from  the  ground  upwards.  Then  in  the  24th  danse  of  the  Act 
which  you  got,  as  distinguished  from  tlie  Bill,  the  thirty  feet  Avide  is  reduced  to  twenty  feet, 
and  the  open  passage  at  each  end  is  entirely  done  aAva^y,  and  an  open  passage  of  at  least 
fifteen  feet  Avide  only  substituted.  We  should  like  to  knoAv,  if  you  can  state  them  to  us, 
any  circumstances  Avliich  led  to  that  paring  away  and  spoiling  of  what  Avould  Iiave  1)een  a 
very  useful  clause  ? — Tliere  Avas  a great  discussion  upon  it,  and  both  Lord  Redesdale  and 
Mr.  Bouverie  objected  to  minute  building  clauses. 

6833.  One  is  not  more  minute  than  the  other.  It  is  a question  of  AAmrds  inserted  in 
italics.  The  one  proposed  that  you  should  have  alleys  for  the  future  thirty  feet  Avide, 
with  tAventy  feet  openings  at  either  end,  that  is  the  Bill.  The  Act  provides  that  it 
need  only  be  tAventy  feet  Avide  and  fifteen  feet  at  one  end  ? — I can  only  state  at  present 
generall}^  that  tliose  citruses  Avere  A^ery  much  discussed,  botli  here  and  before  the  chairmen 
of  committees  in  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons.  Clause  24  is  the  lesser  oue.  You 
like  the  Act  less  than  the  Bill.  Not  so,  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  toAvn.  I thought  your 
question  alluded  at  first  to  the  Avidtli  of  streets,  Avhich  there  Avas  more  discussion  about 
than  about  this  ; but  I will  refer  to  the  minutes  and  tell  you  Avhat  was  done.  It  is 
reducing  the  space. 

6834.  It  is  not  mei’ely  a reduction  of  space.  The  one  refers  to  “ building  or  occupying 
the  other  to  building  only.  The  one  Avould  have  been  a cogent  and  most  valuable  clause  ; 
the  other  Avill  practically  be  of  no  use  at  all  ? — I shall  find  that  it  was  objected  to  very 
strongly,  I have  no  doubt.  It  was  not  an  accidental  or  inadvertent  change,  but  it  Avas 
done  after  interviews  Avith  the  owners  of  property  Avho  Avere  Avilling  to  submit  to  the 
clause  as  it  Avas  altered,  but  Avould  not  submit  to  the  clause  as  it  Avas  originally  dr;iAvn. 

6835.  Ultimately  the  toAvn  council  Avill  ha\"e  to  fight  owners  of  ju'operty  if  they  are 
very  obstinate  ? — They  seem  to  think  that  this  Avill  do  very  Avell  a.s  it  is  ; they  thought 
that  tAventy  feet  and  fifteen  were  plenty,  instead  of  thirty  and  tAventy.  The  word 
“ occupy"'  Avas  omitted  in  order  to  prevent  its  applying  to  existing  building.s,  Avhich 
they  Avould  not  submit  to.  It  would,  as  a gentleman  said,  have  amounted  to  a confis- 
cation of  a man's  property. 

6836.  Yes,  and  under  present  circumstances,  Avhere  districts  are  literally  not  fit  for 
human  habitation,  the  property  ought  clearly  to  be  subject  to  confiscation  until  it  is  put 
into  a better  condition.  Have  you  got  those  minutes  ?— Yes ; they  refer  to  the  Bill, 
when  it  was  much  more  voluminous  than  the  print  you  have  in  your  hand ; therefore  I 
have  a difficidty  in  turning  to  the  clause,  but  I haAm  no  difficulty  in  stating  that  from 
memory. 

6837.  In  the  same  Avay,  Avith  reference  to  burials,  I see  by  the  15bst  section  of  the  Bill 
that  it  Avas  proposed  to  incorporate  the  Cemetery  Clauses  Act  ? — It  Avas. 

6838.  Wa.s  that  proposal  abandoned  for  the  same  causes? — It  was  the  general  opi'^ion 
that  it  Avas  sufficient  to  prevent  any  interment  taking  place  Avitliin  tAventy  yards  of  any 
dwelling. 

6839.  {Mr.  Simon.)  HaAm  you  any  regulation  for  your  cemeteries  in  the  suburbs  ? — 
They  belong  to  conq>anies. 

6840.  And  have  you  no  control,  no  way  of  regulating  them  ? — Not  the  smallest  ; but 
they  are  perfectly  well  conducted,  and  I never  heard  of  any  complaint  against  them. 

6841.  There  are  tAvo,  I believe? — There  are  two. 

3 G 3 


J.  Clayton,  Esq, 
30th  Jan.  1854. 


414 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


. Clayton,  Esq. 


30th  Jail.  1854. 


R.  P.  Philipson, 
Esq. 


6842.  What  is  their  area  ? — The  J esmoiid  cemetery  contains  within  its  walls  ten  acres, 
and  then  they  have  six  acres  without  the  walls,  which  they  can  add  to  it  when  they 
please. 

6843.  And  the  other  ? — The  other  is  a smaller  one  ; only  about  three  or  four  acres, 
without  any  means  of  increasing  it. 


Ralph  Park  Philipson,  Esq.,  sworn. 

6844.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  You  are  a magistrate  and  a member  of  the  town  council,  and 
have  attended  to  the  execution  of  your  duties  as  a magistrate,  and  experienced  the 
difficulties  of  doing  anything  effectual  under  the  Common  Lodging-house  Act.  Will  you 
state  what  your  experience  has  taught  you  ? — The  question  is,  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
“ common  lodging-house does  it  mean  a whole  house,  or  is  that  term  sufficiently 
comprehensive  to  include  rooms  occupied  by  separate  families,  and  into  which  rooms  the 
inmates  take  lodgers  V Again,  does  it  mean  houses  wliere  they  take  them  in  continuously, 
or  where  the  lodgers  come  to  them  only  occasionally  ; and  again,  does  it  mean  houses 
where  they  take  lodgers  in  for  the  sake  of  remuneration,  or  where  there  is  merely  a 
crowding  of  the  rooms  or  houses,  by  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  parties  ? 

6845.  {Chairman.)  First,  whether  “ lodging-house”  means  and  includes  a lodging- 
room  ? — Yes. 

6846.  And  secondly,  whether  you  can  call  that  a lodging-house,  or  a lodging-room, 
where  no  payment  is  made,  or  can  be  proved  to  have  been  made,  by  those  who  come  and 
go  ? — Yes. 

6847.  Those  are  the  two  points  ? — Those  are  the  two  points  ; and  we  have  felt,  and  I 
think  correctly  felt,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  a stretch  of  the  law  to 
hold  that  in  the  case  of  a room  the  Act  was  sufficiently  extensive  to  apply  to  it.  I doubt 
it  exceedingly.  Of  course  I think  also,  speaking  as  a magistrate,  that  I should  act 
exceedingly  wrong  if  I strained  the  law  and  attempted  to  fine  a person,  when  I was 
convinced  in  my  own  mind  that  the  law  itself  was  defective,  and  did  not  give  me  authority 
to  do  it. 

6848.  (Mr.  Simon.)  That  being  the  case,  would  you  have  thought  it  desirable,  when  a 
Local  Act  was  about  to  be  obtained  for  this  borough,  that  in  that  Act  some  clause  should 
be  inserted,  defining  exactly  what  might  be  done  within  this  borough  for  the  purposes  in 
question  ? — I should  have  thought  it  exceedingly  imdesirable.  I think  that  the  term 
“ lodging-houses,”  ought  to  be  defined  by  the  legislature  as  applicable  to  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  that  we  should  not  have  one  definition  of  it  to  govern  Newcastle,  and 
another  law  to  govern  Gateshead,  or  any  other  place  in  the  kingdom. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.')  We  did  attempt  a defining  clause  ; and  Lord  Redesdale  said  that 
we  must  not  have  one  law  here,  and  another  elsewliere,  and  he  objected  to  it. 

6849.  {Cltairman  to  Mr.  Philipson.)  With  reference  to  the  interpretation  clause  in 
this  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  which  provides  that  in  any  case  in  which  only  a part 
of  a house  is  used  as  a common  lodging-house,  the  expression  “ common  lodging-house” 
shall  include  the  part  so  used  of  such  house ; would  not  tliat,  in  }mur  opinion,  go  to 
show,  that  the  legislature  contemplated  the  inclusion  of  common  lodging-rooms  within 
the  meaning  of  the  term  “ common  lodging-houses  ?” — I cannot,  of  course,  tell  what  the 
legislature  contemplated  ; but  the  point  is  what  the  legislature  have  done.  It  leaves  it 
just  where  it  began.  “ The  expressi<m,  ‘ common  lodging-house,’  includes  in  any  case  in 
“ which  only  a part  of  a house  is  used  as  a common  lodging  liouse,  the  part  so  used  of 
“ such  house.”  But  you  must  come  to  the  conclusion,  what  is  a common  lodging-house? 
For  instance,  you  have  an  Irishman  who  lives  in  a room  ; some  of  his  cousins,  or  his 
wife’s  cousins  or  relations  come  and  stay  with  him,  and  they  come  ]jrobabl}^  in  some  cases 
in  too  gTeat  numbers,  and  they  stay  in  that  room.  I say  that  you  cannot  consider  that 
a common  lodging-house,  and  that  we  have  no  power  over  it. 

6850.  You  have  suggested  to  us  two  difficulties  in  the  construction  of  the  Act : first, 
as  to  whether  a lodgmg-house  means  a lodging-room  ; and  secondly,  as  to  whether  you  can 
interpret  a house  or  room  to  be  a lodging-house  or  lodging-room,  in  which  no  pay  is,  or 
can  be  proved  to  have  been,  taken  for  lodging  ; and  I ask  you  does  not  that  interpreta- 
tion clause  specifically  contemplate  the  interpretation  of  the  term  lodging-house  in  such 
a way  as  to  include  lodging-room  ? — I think  it  does  not. 

6851.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  the  legislature  in  that  clause  obviously  contemplated 
that  a part  of  a house  might  be  used  as  a common  lodging-house,  and  come  under  the 
enactments  for  the  better  ordering  of  such  places,  even  though  that  part  of  a house 
should  be  only  a single  room  ; and  I wish  to  get  from  you,  as  a magistrate,  your  dehberate 
opinion  upon  that  point  ?• — That  is  not  the  chfficulty,  because  you  must  first  of  all  decide 
that  it  is  a common  lodging-house  or  a common  lodging-room,  and  so  the  difficulty  meets 
you  in  either  case. 

6852.  In  respect  you  mean  of  the  taking  or  not  taking  pay  for  lodging,  and  in  respect 
of  a continuous  or  discontinuous  lodging  ? — Precisely. 

6853.  {Mr.  Simon)  But  irrespectively  of  that  public  statute,  you  have  by  your  Local 
Act  a control  over  lodging-houses,  have  not  you  ?■ — What  is  it  ? 

{Ghairma/n.)  The  Local  Act  of  1846,  section  109. 
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6854.  {Mr.  Simon)  Five  years  before  the  passing  of  that  public  statute,  I think,  you 
took  power  by  a Local  Act  for  regulating  lodging-houses ? — “For  making  regulations 
“ for  the  registering  of  lodging-houses,  and  for  maintaining  cleanliness  therein,  and 
“ keeping  them  in  a wholesome  condition.” 

6855.  Did  you  make  any  regulations  for  those  purposes  ? — No  ; this  Act  of  Parliament 
is  discretionary  in  the  council  ; it  is  not  obligatoiy.  Directions  were  given  to  the  police 
that  they  should  see  that  all  the  lodging-houses  were  registered,  and  the  police  were  also 
directed  to  inspect  the  lodging-houses  and  to  see  that  good  order  was  kej3t  in  those 
houses.  There  was  a discretion  with  respect  to  the  framing  of  regulations  with  regard 
to  cleanliness,  and  of  course  questions  arose  here,  as  they  do  everywhere,  as  to  the  precise 
mode  in  which  that  could  be  best  done. 

6856.  Should  you,  as  a magistrate,  find  it  in  your  power  under  this  law  to  act  upon 
the  representations  of  the  police  as  to  the  want  of  cleanliness  in  a house  without  any 
regulations  having  been  made  for  ensuring  cleanliness  ? — I take  care,  as  a magistrate,  not 
to  commit  any  person  without  seeing  that  he  has  committed  an  offence.  By  registering 
the  houses  we  accomplish  the  object,  because  in  addition  to  that  it  was  followed  up  by  the 
inspection  of  the  police  regularly. 

6857.  {Chairman)  What  would  have  been  the  result  of  that  inspection  by  the  police, 
supposing  for  instance  they  had  found  a house  dirty,  no  I'egulations  having  been  passed 
to  compel  the  washing  of  the  premises  even  once  a month,  or  to  point  out  tlie  proper 
mode  of  ensuring  cleanliness  generally  ?■ — The  expression  “ dirty”  is  a very  trivial  one  ; it 
must  of  course  go  much  beyond  that  before  there  can  be  any  offence  at  all. 

6858.  Supposing  they  had  found  a house  (in  the  precise  language  of  the  Local  Act) 
uncleanly  and  not  in  a wholesome  condition,  what  would  have  been  the  result  of  the 
police  inspection,  supposing  there  were  no  regulations  for  ensuring  cleanliness  under  which 
you  could  convict  or  fine  ?— I have  no  doubt  that  practically  the  end  of  it  would  be,  that 
the  person  hawing  had  attention  called  to  it,  and  knowing  that  the  eyes  of  the  police 
and  the  authorities  were  upon  him,  would  attend  and  cure  it.  I could  not  fine  him. 

6859.  Then,  in  fact,  you  think  the  power  taken  to  frame  byelaws  for  regulating 
lodging-houses  is  practically  sujierfluous  ?— I think  it  is  a difiicult  matter  to  make 
byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  lodging-houses.  On  the  one  hand  I think  it  is  quite 
right  you  should  frame  them,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  promote  cleanliness  ; on  the 
other  hand,  you  have  a certain  class  of  persons  who  must  have  somewhere  to  go  to. 
They  cannot  be  taken  in  at  lodging-houses  of  the  best  character,  they  are  too  low  and 
degraded  a part  of  the  population  ; and  yet  tliey  must  not  be  left  to  sleep  in  the  streets, 
or  against  limekilns  and  other  similar  places. 

6860.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  offer  any  evidence  ? — Yes;  I 
wish  to  say  that  I am  an  ex  ojjfi-cio  member  of  the  board  of  guardians,  and  that  I 
attended  at  the  meetings  during  this ! outbreak ; that  this  town,  as  well  I believe 
as  every  other  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  imperfectly  prepared  for  it,  and  that 
I account  for  it  very  much  in  this  way  : It  was  known  that  the  cholera  was 
approaching  this  country,  and  yet  we  were  left  by  the  Board  of  Health  without 
any  definition  of  the  cholera,  without  any  definition  of  how  it  was  to  be  treated, 
without  any  suggestions  as  to  establishing  a house-to-house  visitation,  or  any  otlier 
method  whereby  we  might  best  grapple  with  the  evil.  Mr.  Grainger  came  down 
here , I inquired  myself  of  him  on  that  subject  ; I inquired  of  him,  for  instance, 
if  it  was  contagious  ; he  would  give  no  opinion  upon  that  subject ; it  had  not  been 
settled  by  tlie  Board  of  Health  or  determined  by  the  College  of  Physicians,  and 
therefore,  although  on  that  depended  the  question  of  whether  persons  were  to  be 
sent  to  hospitals  or  attended  at  their  own  houses,  yet  we  were  left  to  grapple  with  it  as 
we  best  could.  The  good  feeling  of  even  this  degraded  class  which  we  have  heard  of 
to-day  solved  the  question,  and  the  people  were  attended  at  their  own  houses,  the 
persons  having  the  moral  courage  to  stay  and  to  give  them  all  proper  attention.  I 
think  that  that  circumstance  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  an  unfortunate  one.  At  tlie 
board  of  guardians  occasionally,  a complaint  was  made  that  some  one  or  other  had 
administered  improper  medicine.  I applied  to  Mr.  Grainger  again,  and  I also  made  the 
same  application  to  Dr.  Gavin,  and  I requested  them,  if  they  found  it  was  improper, 
to  take  a pen  and  write  down  what  was  proper,  what  they  Avould  recommend  to  be 
taken  in  the  premonitory  stage,  what  in  the  second,  what  in  the  third  or  spasmodic 
stage.  They  declined  taking  any  such  responsibility,  and  properlj^  enough.  I tmnk 
that  that  also  is  unfortunate  ; but  I wish  to  say  of  both  of  them  that  I think  that  they 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  of  Dr.  Gavin  I would  add  that  I 
think  he  introduced  habits  of  order,  method,  and  regularity,  and  that  he  was  very 
serviceable  during  the  epidemic  ; but  I think  it  right  also  to  add,  that  when  I heard  him 
say  that  the  board  of  guardians  had  done  every  tiling  in  their  power  during  the  e])idemic, 
but  that  he  would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  more  zeal  and  more  energy  on  the  part 
of  the  corporation,  he  acted  very  unjustly,  I think,  towards  the  latter  body.  When  this 
epidemic  broke  out,  it  was  felt  by  the  board  of  guardians  and  also  by  the  corporation 
that  to  grap])le  with  it  at  all  it  must  be  done  by  one  united  body,  and  that  it  would 
be  injudicious  to  liave  one  authority  sitting  in  Pilgrim  8ti‘eet,  and  another  in  Sand  Hill, 
giving  it  might  be  distinct  and  different  or  conflicting  orders.  Accordingly,  the 
corporation  decided  that  it  should  be  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 
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guardians,  who  had  the  proper  power,  and  that  the  corporation  should  limit  themselves 
to  doing  acts  which  the  hoard  of  guardians  had  not  the  power  to  expend  their  funds  in 
doing. 

6861.  There  was  a joint  committee,  was  there  not,  formed  of  the  town  council  and  the 
board  of  guardians  ? — Yes  ; and  having  been  a member  of  both  bodies,  I beg  to  say,  most 
distinctly,  that  there  was  as  much  zeal  and  energy  in  the  one  as  in  the  other ; the  fact 
being  doubtless  that  the  board  of  guardians  did  more  because  they  had  within  their 
authoi'ity  a great  deal  more  to  do  : full  one  half  of  the  board  of  guardians  were  members 
of  the  corporation,  and  are  not  likely  to  liave  been  zealous  in  the  one  character  and 
deficient  in  the  other,  fidie  chairman  of  the  board  of  guardians  is  a member  of  the 
corporation  ; the  vice  cliairman,  and  several  of  the  most  active  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
are  also  members  of  the  corporation ; and  I think  that  that  was  an  unfair  observation  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  Gavin.  Another  remarlc  I think  it  right  to  make.  During  the  time 
when  this  epidemic  prevailed  here,  it  was  essential  and  proper,  as  far  as  could  correctly  be 
done,  not  to  exaggerate,  but  if  practicable  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of  persons,  and  that 
alarm  should  not  unnecessarily  be  spread.  The  Board  of  Health  in  London  published  an 
account  in  which  they  stated  that  the  deaths  by  cholera  were  so  many  in  a day,  and 
during  a corresponding  day  of  the  former  epidemic  so  many.  I complained  to  Dr.  Gavin 
of  that.  I told  him  that  on  the  former  break-out  of  the  cholera,  I mean  in  1831-32,  the 
popidation  was  not  half  so  extensive  ; that  the  outtying  townsbijis  were  not  then  included 
in  the  borough  ; that  there  was  no  registration  of  deaths  then  as  in  the  past  year,  and 
that  the  former  returns  were  merely  the  voluntaiy  returns  which  happened  to  be  made 
by  surgeons  resident  in  the  town  ; and  that  I thought  it  exceedingly  unfair  that  those 
reports  should  be  published,  comparing  two  things  bearing  no  analogy,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  correctly  given.  I repeated  the  complaint  to  Dr.  Gavin.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
submitted  the  observation  to  the  Board  of  Health,  but  the  result  was  that  they  thought 
fit  to  make  no  alteration,  but  to  continue  that  publication  after  they  knew  that  it  was  an 
unfair  comparison.  I thought  it  was  an  unfair  thing  to  the  town. 

6862.  {Mr.  Newton.)  Do  not  you  know  that  many  parties  died  of  cholera  without  being 
egistered  at  all  ? — I do  not  l)elieve  a word  of  it.  I believe  that  every  person  who  died 

was  registered  and  interred.  If  you  ask  my  belief,  I disbelieve  it  utterly. 

{Mr.  Neivton.)  There  is  the  assistant  overseer  in  the  room,  who  can  verify  my  evidence, 
that  many  parties  died  who  were  not  registered. 

{Mr.  Ph  ilipson.)  I do  not  think  it  at  all. 

6863.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  it  likely  that  parties  were  registered  as  having  died  of 
cholera  who  had  not  done  so  ? — I think  that  is  more  probable.  It  amounts  to  this,  then, 
that  it  is  quite  i'lle  talking  here  about  registration  of  lodging-houses  or  anything  else, 
because  you  have  a distinct  law  requiring  registration  of  deaths,  and  imposing  penalties 
for  non-]-egistration  ; and  yet  this  is  said  not  to  have  been  done.  But  I do  not  believe  it. 
There  is  another  observation  which  I wish  to  make,  and  it  is  this,  that  we  hear  about 
houses  being  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  human  habitation.  I wish  to  state  the  difficulty 
practically  which  I have  felt  on  that  question.  You  have  a complaint  made  of  a house 
that  it  is  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  you  have,  I do  not  say  my 
riend  Mr.  Newton,  but  you  have  some  of  the  profession  who  come  and  so  describe  it, 
and  they  give  reasons  for  the  belief  that  is  in  them.  You  have,  in  answer  to  that,  proof 
submitted  to  you  by  the  owner  of  that  house,  that  it  has  been  inhabited  for  a series  of 
years,  that  the  occupant  has  enjoyed  his  health,  and  at  the  moment  is  in  good  health  ; and 
then  you  are  asked  to  adopt  the  theory  of  the  medical  gentlemen,  against  the  absolute 
fact  that  the  parties  have  enjoyed  good  health,  and  to  condemn  the  house.  I say  that 
that  is  an  unpleasant  and  difficult  case,  and  not  very  satisfactory. 

6864.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Are  we  to  understand  that  many  cases  have  been  brought  before 
the  magistrates  under  circumstances  of  that  kind  ? — Not  many,  but  there  have  been  some. 

6865.  Would  it  be  in  your  power  to  refer  to  those  cases,  where  medical  officers  have 
brought  reports  before  you  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  where  there  had  been  no 
illness  ill  the  house  ? — I cannot  recollect  the  names,  but  I know  it  has  been  so.  The  medical 
officers  am  not  recpiired  to  say  there  is  or  has  been  illness  in  the  house,  but  that  the  house 
is  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; and  so  you  have  conflicting  evidence. 

6866.  {Chairman.)  I see  by  the  corporation  books  that  between  the  17th  September 
and  30th  November  1853,  102  rooms  were  condemned  and  closed  as  being  so  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  Have  you  any  recollection  during  that  time  how  many  cases  there 
might  have  been  in  which  you  bad  the  conflicting  evidence  to  which  you  allude?— I 
cannot  say  that.  In  many  cases  the  parties  are  poor,  and  offer  no  opposition.  The 
opposition,  if  it  is  got  up,  is  the  opposition  of  the  landlord. 

6867.  Looking  down  the  book  I find  that  a large  portion  of  these  houses,  or  rooms,  are 
said  to  have  been  closed  with  the  consent  of  the  owner ; can  you  remember  in  that  recent 
period  an}^  single  instance  of  what  you  were  alluding  to  ?■ — I have  no  doubt  that  an 
instance  of  that  sort  can  be  shown,  because  I have  been  on  the  bench  myself  and  had  the 
case  before  me. 

6868.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Did  you  consider  it  for  the  advantage  of  the  town,  that  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  late  dreadful  illness,  the  powers  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act  should 
be  enforced  by  the  corporation  ? — It  maybe  more  convenient  for  the  corporation  to  enforce 
them.  I do  not  see  any  objection  to  it. 
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6869.  I understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  greater  powers  jiossessed  by  the 
corporation  made  them  a more  eligible  board  for  the  administration  of  .such  powers  ? — I 
think  perhaps  they  are  ; but  I think  it  is  an  erroneous  supposition  to  imagine  that  the 
corporation  have  unlimited  funds,  and  arc  able  to  apply  them  to  the  purposes  wduch  have 
been  suggested.  I agree  liowever  with  your  question. 

6870.  You  consider  it  an  advantage  that  the  Act  should  be  enforced  by  the  corporation 
rather  than  b}^  the  board  of  guardians  ? — Yes  ; I am  of  that  opinion. 

6871.  As  having  ampler  powers  for  the  purpose,  and  a larger  stall'? — Yes;  they  could 
perhaps  apply  some  of  their  officers  to  it  more  conveniently. 

6872.  Do  not  you  think  from  that  and  similar  principles  that  it  would  have  been  for 
the  advantage  of  the  town  that,  during  the  live  or  six  years  intervening  between  tlie 
epidemic  of  Iri.sh  fever  and  the  late  epidemic  of  cholera,  those  powers  should  have  been 
exercised  by  the  corporation? — You  cannot  blame  the  corporation  for  not  exercisirg 
powers  until  they  acquired  them.  I do  not  see  that  it  made  any  substantial  dili'erence  in 
which  body  they  were  vested,  it  is  merely  a (piestioii  as  to  the  execution  of  them. 

6873.  {Chairman.)  Taking  the  year  1848,  in  which  they  did  acqiure  the  powei’s  under 
the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  do  you  think  that  since  the  4th  Septemlier  1848,  it  Avould 
have  been  desirable  that  the  town  council,  with  their  larger  staff  and  ampler  powers,  should 
have  taken  upon  themselves  the  execution  of  that  Act  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the 
guardians  ? — I do  not  think  there  would  be  much  difference  whether  the  authority  was  in 
one  body  or  in  the  other.  The  tramsfer  from  the  one  to  the  other  did  not  augment  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  one  or  the  other. 

6874.  (il/?’.  Simon.)  Why  then  was  it  transferred  ? — I do  not  remember.  I dare  say 
very  much  as  a matter  of  convenience.  It  was  thought,  perhaps,  that  the  corporation 
could  better  carry  it  out,  the  board  of  guardians  having  other  matters  to  attend  to,  as  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  various  other  duties  with  which  this  is  not  analogous. 

6875.  Can  you  suggest  any  reason  why  it  should  have  been  thought  desirable  in 
September  1853,  in  the  crisis  of  the  epidemic,  that  the  town  council  shoidd  take  upon 
them  the  execution  of  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act,  and  why  it  should  have  been  thought 
not  desirable  that  they  should  do  so  in  the  live  j^ears  previous  ? — That  assumes  that  it  was 
thought  not  desirable,  and  I cannot  grapple  witli  a cpiestion  of  that  sort,  because  I do  not 
believe  it  Avas  ever  gravely  ];>ut  to  the  council  that  they  sliould  do  it.  If  it  liad  been  gravely 
put  to  the  council  that  they  should  do  it,  I dare  say  they  would  have  consented  to  it ; but 
I have  no  recollection  of  it  at  all. 

6876.  Is  there  any  other  point? — No.  I should  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  agreeing 
with  the  de.scription  Avhicli  lias  been  given  of  this  toAvn.  I have  liAvd  in  it  all  my  life, 
and  have  been  certainly  very  much  surprised  at  the  evidence  Avldch  lias  been  given. 

6877.  (d/r.  Tomi  Clerk.  Have  you  occasionally  visited  Sandgate  ?■ — I liaA'c  been 
through  it  occasional!}".  Probably  I am  not  so  Avell  acquainted  Avdth  the  names  of  the 
places  as  Mr.  NecA^ton  ; Init  as  to  having  Iieen  through  them  all,  I certainly  have.  There 
are  a great  many  lanes  in  Sandgate  running  up  from  the  riArnr,  Avhicli  sujipiies  them  Avith  a 
current  of  air.  There  is  no  part  of  tlie  toAvn  Avhere  the  corporation  has  spent  more  money 
than  in  Sandgate.  Some  years  ago  there  was  an  interA^ening  roAV  of  houses  betAveen  it 
and  the  river,  the  Avhole  of  Avhich  have  been  removed  at  the  expense  of  thousands,  and 
fresh  air  is  brought  u])  daily  by  the  tide,  and  circulates  through  all  tho.se  alleys.  I liave 
seen  as  healthy  jieople  in  Sandgate  as  in  any  other  part  of  NeAimastle. 


i\fr.  Henry  Turner  sAvorn. 

6878.  (d/r.  Bateman.)  What  is  your  profes,sion? — I Avas  originally  a land  surveyor, 
valuer  and  agent.  In  addition  I am  noAV  a brick  and  flrain  tile  manufacturer,  and 
owner  of  a small  landsale  colliery.  1 have  lieen  engaged  in  Imsiness  in  this  toAvn  as 

land  and  house  agent  since  1827. 

6879.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  give  evidence  before  Mr.  RaAvlinson  at  the  time  of  his 
official  visit  here  in  1849  ? — It  is  quite  possible  that  I did.  Until  you  mentioned  it,  it 
had  completely  escaped  my  memory. 

6880.  But  now  you  remember  it  to  be  the  fact  ? — I haA^e  no  doubt  I did  ; I took  a great 
interest  in  the  question. 

6881.  IPad  you  at  that  time  paid  con,siderable  attention  to  the  toAvn  in  respect  of 
drainage  and  other  matters? — Nearly  ever  since  the  period  Avhich  I Iiave  mentioned,  aPx 
1827,  my  attention  lias  been  directed  to  the  application  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
building  [lurposes,  to  the  means  of  draining  the  land  and  malAiug  streets  and  to  all  other 
rerjuisite  matters. 

6882.  V/ill  you  shortly  make  AvhateA^er  statement  you  may  Avi.sh  to  make  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ? — The  property  of  Avhich  I have  had  tlie  management  has  consisted  amongst 
other  things  of  a good  deal  of  tenement  projierty. 

6883.  In  Avhat  part  of  the  town  ? — In  the  eastern  part  of  the  toAvn  entirely  ; the  parish 
of  All  Saints  and  the  toAvn.ship  of  Byker.  There  is  not  any[seAA"erage  in  the  township  of 
Byker,  Avith  the  exception  of  one  or  two  very  short  ones. 

6884.  That  is  out  of  the  old  borough  ? — It  i.s, 
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6885.  Arc  there  not  a good  many  seAvers  in  All  Saints  East  ? — Yes,  there  are  sewers 
there. 

6886.  But  very  few  drains  from  the  houses  into  the  sewers  ? — I am  not  myself  aware 
that  that  is  the  fact  ; hut  I suspect  tliat  tliere  are  V'ery  few,  from  what  I know  of  the 
manner  of  building  the  houses  there,  it  has  not  been  the  practice  here  to  make  branch 
drains  from  each  house  as  a matter  of  course. 

6887.  Have  you  yourself  been  cognizant  of  the  actual  form  of  construction  of  many 
new  houses  or  rows  of  houses  in  those  districts  ? — I hav«e  seen  several  in  Imilding.  I have 
not  built  any  myself,  but  I have  examined  tliem  very  often. 

6888.  Are  you  aware  of  the  accommodation  which  has  been  provided  in  those  houses 
for  the  inhabitants  ? — The  usual  accommodation  in  the  new  houses  is  a small  yard  with 
an  ash-pit  and  privy. 

6889.  Has  there  been  orcUnarily  one  to  each  house  in  the  new  buildings  ? — In  the 
better  class  of  tenement  houses  in  that  district  that  has  for  some  time  been  the 
practice. 

6890.  {Mt.  Bateman.)  Do  you  mean  about  the  gaol  ? — Ho;  eastward  of  it;  Gibson 
Street  and  about  that  locality. 

6891.  {Chairman.)  Richmond  Street,  Buxton  Street,  Blagdon  Street,  and  all  about 
there  ? — Yes. 

6892.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  And  is  it  with  reference  to  that  property  that  you  state  they 
have  that  back  yard  accommodation  ? — A great  many  of  the  houses  there  I know  have 
the  accommodation  Avhich  I mention  ; I do  not  know  that  every  house  has,  but  I know 
that  that  Avas  the  principle  laid  doAvn  as  a rule  for  building  those  houses.  They  have 
since  become  tenemented  houses  many  of  them  ; they  Avere  not  at  first  intended  for 
tenemented  houses. 

689.3.  The  character  of  the  houses  has  fallen  off  ? — In  certain  parts. 

6894.  And  the  accommodation  uoav  existing  is  not  sufficient  for  houses  of  that  descrip- 
tion ? — It  cannot  be.  I cannot  speak  to  it  in  any  special  case  now  from  recent  examination, 
but  that  must  often  be  the  result  where  niore  families  than  one  live  in  a house  originallj^ 
intended  for  one  only. 

()895.  {Chairman.)  I see  in  tl\e  evidence  given  before  Mr.  RaAvliuson,  that  the  question 
was  put  Avhether  the  corpoi’ation  had  the  poAver,  under  its  own  Local  Acts,  of  regulating 
lodging-houses.  Llpon  that  you  replied,  “ There  is  a clause  in  their  neAV  Act,”  meaning- 
the  Act  of  1846,  “ which  gives  them  that  poAver,  but  it  is  a dead  letter.”  Have  you  any 
opinion  to  ofter  upon  that  subject  noAv,  namely,  as  to  whether  that  power  of  regulating 
lodging-houses  Avas  put  in  force  any  better,  betAveen  December  1849  and  August  1853, 
than  at  the  time  you  alluded  to,  viz.,  previously  to  December  1849  ? — In  1849  1 
was  a membei-  of  the  council,  and  had  the  means  of  knowing  then  what  the  council  did. 
At  the  present  time  I am  not,  so  that  I only  knoAv  by  reports  that  certain  proceedings 
haA'e  recentl}^  been  taken  with  regard  to  lodging-houses. 

6896.  When  did  you  cease  to  be  a member  of  the  toAvn  council's — In  the  end  of  1849. 
I was  rejected  in  NoAmmber  1849. 

6897-  You  also  gave  some  evidence  Avith  re.spect  to  the  tlien  state  of  the  sewerage  in 
Brandling  Place.  You  said  that  some  houses  had  been  built  there  after  the  election  ot 
1826  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  votes,  and  that  they  were  in  the  lowest  possible  condi- 
tion ? — I believe  they  remain  at  the  present  time  just  in  the  same  state.  There  is 
not  any  seAver  in  Brandling  Place. 

6898.  {Mr.  Depviy  Town  Clerk.)  They  are  constructing  a sewer  noAv,  are  they  not? — 
But  it  does  not  exist  yet,  or  at  any  rate  it  is  not  finished. 

6899.  [Chairman.)  Then  again,  before  Mr.  RaAvlinson,  you  referi'ed  to  the  question  ot 
the  consumption  of  smoke,  and  you  complained  very  much  that  the  powers  given  to  the 
corporation  under  the  Local  Act  of  1846  had  not  been  put  in  force  for  that  purpose  ? — 
Yes. 

6900.  Are  you  aware  whether  or  not  since  that  date,  December  1849,  those  powers 
have  been  put  in  force  any  more  than  before  ? — I know  they  have  been  put  in  force 
occasionally,  because  I was  one  of  a committee  in  the  council  for  doing  so  in  one  or  two 
instances.  That  must  have  been  in  1849. 

6901.  Is  that  the  case  of  a chimney  in  Grey  Street? — There  was  something  done  about 
a chimney  in  Grey  Street,  I believe. 

6902.  We  had  evidence  from  Sir  John  Fife  very  distinctly,  as  to  that  one  case  of  a 
chimney  in  Grey  Street,  viz.,  that  he  took  part  in  putting  down  the  smoke  nuisance  there, 
and  that  he  was  complimented  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  fellow  councillors  on  the  success 
which  he  had  achieved  ; but  hitherto  we  liave  no  evidence  as  to  any  second  case  ? — There 
has  not  been  any  general  supervision  of  chimneys;  but  at  the  time  that  I Avas  in  the  council, 
i.  e.,  previous  to  November  1849,  the  rule  was  to  take  such  matters  only  in  hand  as  Avere 
brought  before  the  council  by  complaint. 

6903.  Can  you,  of  your  OAvn  knowledge,  affirm  that  in  any  second  instance  tlie  smoke 
nuisance  has  been  abated  under  the  powers  of  that  Act? — I believe  at  one  time,  though  I 
cannot  speak  for  certain  whether  the  proceedings  became  such  as  to  have  any  action  on  the 
part  of  the  council,  that  a chimney  near  the  Ouse  Burn  viaduct  was  prevented  from 
deliAmrino-  smoke  and  a disagreeable  smell ; and  there  was  an  instance  somewhere  near 
Gallowgate,  that  Avas  interfered  with. 
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6904.  {Mr.  Deputy  Town  Clerk.)  Anderyon’s  Mill,  in  Gallowgate.  Perhaps  you  will 
recollect  if  I mention  the  names  ? — I know  there  were  cases,  because  I went  to 
the  ground  with  some  members  of  the  committee  in  coiipequence  of  complaints,  and 
arrangements  were  made  which  prevented  the  smoke  being  so  bad.  The  principle. that 
the  council  laid  down  was  this  : “ When  a complaint  is  made  we  will  enforce  the  law.” 
At  that  time  T objected  to  that  practice.  I said,  “ You  make  it  invidious  in  individuals  ; 
“ you  should  carry  the  law  out  without  reference  to  individual  com])laints.” 

6905.  {Gkairman.)  Those  are  all  the  points  which  I see  alluded  to  in  your  eviden 
before  Mr.  Rawlinson.  Can  you  speak  of  the  comparative  sanitary  state  of  this  town  in 
the  year  1849,  and  in  the  month  of  August  1853  ? — I believe  in  1849  the  sanitary  state 
was  very  good,  so  far  as  I recollect.  It  was  a year  or  so  after  the  Irish  fever,  and  after  the 
cleansing  that  went  on  about  that  time. 

6906.  What  was  its  state  in  August  1853  ; had  it  improved  from  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  in  1849,  or  had  it  retrograded  and  become  worse? — I cannot  give  a very 
short  answer  to  that  question,  because  I have  opinions  upon  the  point  that  qualify  any 
expression  which  I might  make  use  of.  I do  not  consider  that  in  1853  there  was  any 
greater  accumulation  of  house  refuse  in  any  ]iarticular  part  than  usual ; but  in 
1853  there  was  a greater  supply  of  water  in  the  town  than  in  1849 ; or  at  all 
events,  in  1853  there  were  places  which  had  water,  which  had  none  in  1849.  That  is  what 
I mean;  that  there  was  a greater  distribution  of  water  throughout  the  borough  in  1853 
than  in  1849. 

6907.  The  use  and  application  of  it  for  house  purposes  was  more  extended  ? — Yes  ; 
and  the  effect  of  that  additional  supply  of  water,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  season 
of  1 853,  would  be  to  make  the  accumulated  house  refuse  more  injurious  to  liealth  than 
if  there  had  not  existed  so  much  water  for  domestic  supply. 

6908.  (3Ir.  Bateman.)  You  think  that  house  refuse  when  comparatively  dry  is  less 
injurious  than  when  wetted  by  the  additional  supply  of  water? — Formerly  the  refuse 
from  tlie  tenement  liouses  in  the  borough  was  generally  very  dry  in  character,  apparently 
an  ash-lieaj)  that  you  coidd  Avalk  over  without  any  soiling  of  your  boots  and  shoes  ; but 
latterly  the  effect  of  having  more  water  has  been  to  change  tliat  character  of  the  house 
refuse,  and  to  give  it  a greater  tendency  to  decomposition  and  offensiveness. 

6909.  What  you  mean  is  that,  witli  an  additional  supply  of  water,  there  ought  to  have 
been  a greater  activity  in  taking  away  the  refuse  by  house  drainage,  scavenage,  and  so 
on  ? — Decidedly.  I should  think  that  if  you  have  refuse  in  a state  of  moi.sture,  you  run 
more  risk  of  injuring  health  than  if  you  have  it  in  a state  of  dryness.. 

6910.  (Oka, ir mail.)  With  reference  to  the  (juestion  which  I put  to  you  as  to  the 
comparative  state  of  the  town  in  1849  and  in  1853,  you  have  stated  that  you  do  not 
think  that  the  accumulations  were  greater  in  1853;  but  you  have  not  said  whether 
they  were  any  less  ? — In  1853  they  were  not  less,  but  tliere  was  a removal  of  them  in 
1849  to  a greater  extent  than  in  the  earlier  part  of  1853. 

6911.  Were  (here  then  actiially  greater  accumulations  remaining  about  the  town  in 
August  1853  tlian  there  were  in  December  1849,  when  you  gave  evidence  before  Mr. 
Rawlinson  ? — I should  think  there  were,  in  the  total. 

6912.  Then  in  inspect  of  the  accumulations  of  refuse,  from  time  to  time  remaining 
about  the  town,  the  sanitary  state  of  it  had,  to  a certain  extent,  retrograded  since  1849  ? 
— Yes;  but  that  remark  ivould  apply  more  to  parts  to  which  the  houses  had  recently 
extended  than  to  the  old  streets.  The  old  streets,  I liave  no  doubt,  were  in  as  good  a, 
state  as  in  1819;  but  where  the  houses  had  been  carried  to,  there  was  accumulation 
where  there  had  been  none  liefore. 

6913.  Then  do  you  still  affirm  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town,  in  res[>ect  of 
accumulations,  was  worse  in  August  1853  than  in  December  1849  ?— I think  it  was, 
because  in  August  1853  theie  had  not  been  the  same  measures  of  cleansing  adopted 
which  were  taken  in  1849. 

6914.  Do  you  wish  to  sjieak  to  any  other  |>oint? — I am  surveyor  of  roads,  by  a 
recent  appointment,  for  the  township  of  Byker. 

6915.  That  was  outside  the  old  borough ; the  council  had  no  control  over  the  streets 
or  roads  there  till  last  year  ? — Excuse  me  ; they  had  control,  or  might  have  had  it,  twenty 
years  ago. 

6916.  That  is  to  say,  they  might  have  obtained  a Local  Act  to  give  them  power  ? — Tiie 
corporation  did  obtain  a Local  Act,  soon  after  the  Municipal  Reffjim  Act  waspassed,  for 
enabling  them  to  take  the  i'0:ids  of  the  townships  I)y  aj'rangement  with  the  townships. 

6917.  Had  they  taken  them? — They  did  not  take  them. 

6918.  Had  they  Jiever  attempted  to  enter  into  arrangements  for  that  purpose? — 
A])plications  were  made  by  some  of  tlie  tcvwnsbi]is  to  the  council  to  take  the  roads,  but 
at  that  time  they  did  not  do  so. 

6919.  (Air.  Bateman.)  You  speak  of  Byker? — Yes.  and  Heaton,  and,  I think,  Jesmond  also. 

6920.  ( Cliainman.)  Do  you  say  that  the  iidmbitants,  or  any  portion  of  the  iidiabitants 
of  Heaton,  .lesmond,  or  Byker,  ever  made  aj)plication,  to  the  corporation  to  take  the 
management  of  their  thoroughfai’es  and  higliways,  rvithout  tlm  corporation  immediately 
complying  with  it? — They  made  apjffication,  I think  it  was  in  1839,  to  have  an 
arrangement  made  for  consolidating  the  whole  of  the  roads.  The  application  was  madf! 
from  the  vestry,  by  a parish  meeting. 
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6921.  What  I midevstand  you  to  say  is  that,  in  the  year  1839,  two  years  after  the 
local  act  of  1 837  was  obtained,  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Byker,  at  a parish 
meeting,  resolved  to  call  upon  the  corporation,  and  did  call  upon  the  corporation,  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  for  the  piupose  of  undertaking  the  charge  of  the  roads  and 
highways  in  Byker  ? — Yes. 

6922.  And  the  cor])oration  did  not  comply  with  that  application  ? — I do  not  know 
Avhat  passed  upon  it,  but  we  did  not  get  any  arrangement  made  at  that  time.  Kecently, 
they  have  con.sidered  that  it  was  advisable  to  have  the  roads  under  their  control  ; 
and  in  September  of  last  year,  as  surveyor  of  the  tov.uiship  of  Byker,  1 was 
ordered  by  the  council  to  see  to  the  cleansing  of  all  the  roads  there. 

6923.  Since  then  scavenage  has  been  carried  on  in  that  district  ? — At  that  time  I 
examined  every  road  in  the  township,  and  gave  notice  to  all  parties  whose  drainage  ran 
upon  the  roads  to  abate  it.  Some  parties  did  it  immediately,  but  a great  many  declined  ; 
and  Avhen  I again  ap])lied  to  them,  I found  that  they  did  so  in  consequence  of  some  order, 
they  said  from  the  Board  of  Health  Commissioner  not  to  interfere  with  the  “midden-steads,” 
as  w'e  call  them,  at  that  time.  As  surveyor,  I should  have  taken  the  responsibility  upon 
myself  of  requiring  the  whole  to  be  removed  ; because  I am  satisfied  that  it  could  have  been 
done,  in  that  townshij)  at  least,  Avithout  injury  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  In  those 
cases  Avhere  a remoA'al  did  take  place,  no  bad  effects  folloAved  ; and  in  those  other  cases, 
Avhei’e  there  Avas  no  removal  at  the  time,  the  places  remain  as  they  Avere. 

()924.  Is  there  any  otlier  point  in  Avhich  you  can  compare  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
town  in  the  year  1849,  or  at  any  preAdous  period,  and  its  sanitary  state  in  August  1853  ? 
— The  year  Avas  \"ery  soon,  after  the  Irish  irruption.  We  had  here  an  irruption 

of  Irish  ; and  from  that  time  to  this  there  has  been  in  those  tenement  houses,  occupied  by 
the  Irisli,  an  increase  of  hlthiness. 

6925.  Ho  you  think  that  the  houses  occupied  by  the  Irish  have  been  getting  Avorse 
and  Avorse  since  that  time  ? — Yes.  I find  as  an  OAvmer,  and  also  as  having  the  manage- 
ment of  such  houses,  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult,  where  Irish  get  in,  to  olkain  any 
possible  chance  of  cleanliness  in  the  interior  of  the  house.  There  is  that  wide  difference 
betAveen  the  cliaracter  of  the  Irish  and  of  the  original  inhabitants.  The  old  inhabitants, 
such  as  keelmen  and  other  parties,  Avho  have  been  stationary  inhabitants  of  the  jdace, 
were  very  cleanly  Avith  regard  to  their  houses  inside. 

6926.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  And  indifferent  to  external  appearances? — Indifferent  to  the 
midden  stead,  if  it  Avere  a sufficient  distance  from  their  doors;  and  they  Avere  not  in  the 
habit  of  taking  so  many  people  to  lodge  in  a room  as  has  noAv  become,  I may  almost 
say,  the  universal  practice,  among  the  Irish  population.  I believe  that  that  accumula- 
tion of  individuals  in  single  rooms  Avas  one  great  cause  of  the  transmission  of  disease  to 
the  extent  that  it  Avent  to  last  summe]’. 

6927.  {Chairman)  HaA^e  you  any  indiAudual  knoA\ ledge  upon  that  point? — Yes.  I 
liaA^e  had  tenants  of  my  own  of  that  sort,  Avho  haA^e  had  no  furniture  or  bedding  or 
anything  but  some  rubbish,  Avith  a dirty  coveilet  over  it,  laid  in  a corner  on  the 
floor.  1 liaA'e  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  quit  of  them  also. 

6928.  Were  any  of  these  houses,  Avhich  you  speak  of  as  your  OAvn  anti  Avhich  you  say 
Averc  OA^ercroAvded,  eA’er  brought  under  the  superintendence  of  the  coipoi-ation  and  its 
officers,  by  Aurtue  of  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act? — No.  I consider  my  OAvn 
superintendence  the  best  that  could  be  given ; because  I made  it  a condition  that  they 
should  haA’e  no  lodgers,  though  this  Avas  eA’aded  in  some  instances ; and  I know  other 
property  adjoining  to  mine  and  in  the  neighljourhood,  jjarticidarlj^  in  Lime  Street,  Avhere 
the  rooms  Avere  occupied  liy  crowds  of  that  sort  of  peo])le. 

6929.  Were  those  houses  so  overcroAvded  as  in  your  judgment  to  call  for  the  interference 
of  any  public  body  haA’ing  authority  to  remedy  that  matter? — I think  they  Avere. 

6930.  Was  any  .such  interference  or  interposition  eA'er  exercised? — Since  Septenibej' 
I have  ne\’er  been  able  to  learn  much  ; because  I was  attacked  at  the  time  Avith  diarrhoea 
and  have  never  been  Avell  since. 

6931.  Previously  to  September  Avas  any  such  interference  or  interposition  exercised  ? — 

I am  not  aAvare.  In  one  case  I knoAV  that  there  Avas.  In  the  case  of  a person  of  the 
name  of  ilitchison,  in  Lime  Street,  the  council  through  tlieir  committee  or  the  toAvn 
surveyor  interfered  to  jirevent  him  applying  the  projjerty  as  he  had  apjjlied  it. 

6932.  Are  you  speaking  of  your  OAvn  houses  ? — No,  not  my  OAvn.  I should  not  have 
them  so  as  to  require  the  interference  there. 

6933.  Ho  you  knoAV  any  neAV  rows  of  houses  Avhich  Inwe  been  built  in  All  Saints 
East,  or  in  the  toAvirship  of  Byker,  Avithin  the  last  four  or  five  years  ? — There  have  been 
some  neAV  roAvs  built  in  All  Saints  East,  behind  Ridley  Villa, s,  and  are  building  uoav  ; 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shield  Street  some  houses  have  been  added,  but  not  many 
I think. 

6934.  Ho  you  knoAv  the  method  of  construction  Avliich  has  been  adopted  in  those 
houses  ? — I have  been  in  them  Avhilst  building. 

6935.  Ho  you  knoAV  Avhat  the  arrangements  there  have  been  in  respect  of  ordinary 
domestic  coiiA-eniences,  yards,  priAues,  and  ash-pits  and  so  on  ? — They  have  been  supplied 
Avith  them  generally  ; but  in  my  opinion  upon  too  small  a scale  for  health  ; and 
I Avill  explain  that  opinion  so  that  you  may  test  it.  It  is  that  every  house  should  liaA'e 
at  least  as  much  o])en  ground,  in  the  Avay  of  l iack  yard,  as  it  stands  upon. 
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6936.  Has  each  of  those  new  houses  generally  a jirivy  and  ash-pit  to  itself?— Yes. 

6937.  Have  you  ever  been  in  those  houses  since  their  construction,  to  know  in  what 
condition  those  privies  and  ash-pits  were  ? — Not  in  that  neighbourhood.  I have  merely 
seen  them  in  riding  or  walking  past  ; but  I think  they  have  been  kept  in  tolerable  order, 
as  far  as  I could  see  from  those  which  I have  passed.  Be.sides,  I think  I could  have  told  l)y 
]iiy  nose. 

6938.  Your  nose  has  not  reported  unfavourably  upon  tlie  subject?— Not  in  tiiose 
jjlaces.  There  have  been  other  liouses  built  in  Byker  near  Byker  Bar  since  1819,  part 
of  them  upon  ground  that  I sold  myself;  they  were  bound  to  have  a yard  and  the 
recpiisite  conveniences  for  the  houses,  and  they  have  so. 

6939.  Have  they  been  adequately  provided  with  those  conveniences  ? — Yes,  I think 
they  have.  They  have  kept  the  yards  tolerably  clean  on  tlie  whole  ; but  externally  they 
are  in  the  habit  of  throwing  ashes  and  refuse  upon  the  open  ground. 

6910.  Where  they  have  an  ash-pit  of  their  own  do  they  do  that  ? — TVhere  they  have 
ash-pits  of  their  own. 

6941.  Before  the  ash-pit  is  full  ? — I do  not  know.  I dare  say  they  would  as  readily  do 
it  as  not  in  many  (’ases,  whether  it  was  full  or  emptv  • but  probably  it  may  have  been 
in  most  cases  where  the  ash-pit  was  full. 

6942.  Did  you  ever  actually  know  of  tlie  case  of  a person  who  threw  the  ashes  and 
refuse  about  wlien  the  ash-pit  in  their  OAvn  yard  was  not  full,  and  when  they  could  as 
well  have  thrown  them  into  the  ash-pit  ? — Yes.  I know  other  houses  where  they  have 
some  open  ground  that  happens  to  be  nearer  to  the  back  door  than  their  ash-pit  is,  and 
they  threw  the  refuse  there,  instead  of  taking  it  to  their  ash-pit,  which  was  not  full. 

6913.  I am  speaking  of  Avliere  they  have  an  ash-pit  in  their  own  yard  ? — Yes  ; I am 
speaking  of  an  instance  of  houses  where  the  tenants  have  thrown  their  ashes  u]ion  open 
ground  rather  than  take  them  to  their  own  ash-pit,  altluiugh  that  ash-pit  has  not  lieen 
full. 

6911.  Where  was  that  ash-pit  situated? — At  a place  behind  the  houses,  up  a few  steps; 
probably  about  twenty  or  thirty  feet. 

691.5.  What  was  the  class  of  population,  Irish  or  English  ? — Mixed,  some  Irish  and 
some  English  ; and  all,  of  course,  occupiers  of  tenemented  houses  only.  With  regard  to 
the  throwing  about  of  the  ashes,  I do  not  think  there  is  a very  great  deal  of  difference  ; 
one  class  is  as  careless  and  indifferent  to  order  as  the  other  in  that  respect. 

6916.  {M i\  Bateman.)  Do  you  mean  the  original  inhabitants  as  well  as  the  Irish  immi- 
grants ? — Yes,  they  are  quite  as  indifferent  to  order  with  regard  to  scattering  their  ashes 
as  the  Irish. 

6947.  Do  you  think  that  the  inhabitants  generally  are  so  coniirmed  in  bad  habits  of 
that  kind,  that  anything  which  the  coiqmration  could  do  would  not  induce  them,  excejit 
by  positive  punishment,  to  do  any  better  ? — I think  that  the  council  or  anybody  else 
would  have  very  great  difficulty  in  changing  the  practice  of  the  people,  unless  some 
different  system  of  arranging  the  dwelbng-houses  and  conveniences  were  adopted.  I 
turned  my  attention,  in  cons8(pience  of  the  chai’acter  of  the  people,  to  the  means  of  doing 
that,  and  I conceive  that  tenement  rooms  might  have  accommodation  without  the  neces- 
sity of  going  out  of  doors  to  deposit  their  ashes. 

6918.  {Chair mam)  You  are  speaking  now  of  the  inhabitants  of  tenemented  property 
only  ? — Altogether  tenement  property.  Any  parties  who  live  in  a house  by  themselves 
take  care  of  their  ashes  in  a jiroper  manner. 

6919.  You  do  not  lielieve  that  any  occupier  of  a self-contained  house,  with  an  enijity 
ash-pit  in  his  yai'd,  would  throw  his  ashes  and  i-efuse  aliout  ? — No,  1 do  not  think  such  a 
thing  as  that.  In  general,  where  the  houses  are  so  occupied,  they  are  very  cleanly.  I 
am  speaking  entirely  of  tenemented  houses  ; Avhei'e  there  are  more  than  one  family  living 
in  a house. 

6950.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  s'peak  ? — I may  mention 
incidentally  that  I have  become  acquainted  with  certain  j)oints  which  I think  you  ought 
to  have  before  you,  although  I cannot  myself  speak  })Ositively  to  them  ; it  is  with  regard 
to  a good  deal  of  jiroperty  in  Sundgate,  belonging  to  the  Tyne  lu’eweiy. 

6951.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  circunrstances  to  which  you  allude  ? — They  have 
separate  conveniences  there  for  the  men  and  the  women,  and  the  whole  kejff 
in  very  good  order;  and  during  last  year,  whilst  cholera  inged  here,  I believe 
there  was  not  a single  instance,  except  one,  of  any  cholera  disease  amongst  the  inhabitants 
of  all  tliose  houses.  The  numlier  of  their  own  workmen  and  families  was  eighty-five, 
among  whom  there  were  no  eases  of  cholera;  and  the  number  of  their  other  tenants 
with  their  families,  was  108,  and  there  Avas  one  fatal  case. 

6952.  Do  you  wish  to  offer  that  as  a conlirmation  of  the  ordinary  sanitary  A'ieAV,  that 
cleanliness  produces  comparative  exemption  from  disease  ? — You  liaA^e  had  CA'ideuce  that 
Sandgate  ought  to  be  canimnaded,  oi'  something  of  the  S(jrt  ; a.Tid  I give  you  that 
instance,  as  shoAviiig  that  even  in  Sandgate  pa.rties  could  live  and  be  A'ery  healthy, 
when  care  Ava,s  taken  Avith  regard  to  proper  couA’eniences,  and  cleanliness  in  their  OAvn 
habitations. 

6!)53.  {Mr.  Jlaleinaii,)  Irrespectively  of  anything  which  might  occur  outside  their 
habitations  ? - Tlieir  halntatlons  abut  iqinn  others  that  very  likely  had  no  care  taken  of 
tliem,  and  the  chares  are  A’cry  narmw  that  lead  to  them. 
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EQ54  I asked  you  if  you  believed  that  they  could  be  healthy  within  their  own  houses, 
i J'ptiveV  of  Jny  c J— es,  "-f 

so,  wlJ there  was  only  one  caseamongso  many  persons.  la.r 

not  aware  of  any  other  facts  winch  ^ ^ I do  not  drink  the  water  myself 

6956.  Do  you  wish  to  of  water  from  the  Whittle  4an 

I have  water  at  my  the  general  clmracter  of  the  water  was,  because 

water  company.  I ^'^the  nublic  baths  I am  chairman  of  the  committee  lor  managing 

vrL^"£s,rr^.e'^“«  s 

from  the  water,  but  I saw  nothing  at  all  of  decaying  mattei. 

6958.  You  saw  no  signs  of  any  putrid  matter  in  it  ?-No  signs  ol  putridity  ; no  scum 

of  that  sort.  , , Vppner  Mr  Forster  Dodds,  to  the  same 

fever  noticed  any  oftensive  smell  ?-I  never  noticed  a bad  smell  fiom  ,t. 

eOCO.  But  that  it  load  a bad  taste  ?-It  load  an  earthy  taste  to  me.  1 do 

water  from  the  surface,  but  only  spring  water.  • i o.,,,  anvthino-  ? — I may  mention 

6961.  Is  there  any  other  pomt^.on  whrch^you  wrA  tosa, 

that  if  I woidd  spend  money  I shouldhe  elected,  mu,  r 

6963  (Ur.  Deputy  Tmm  Vlerk)  Perhaps  yon  gave  yonrse  f too  little  troulle. 
tlif  vht  kat  the  service  which  I did  was  .amule  renavmeut 


yuu  gctvv,/  j - — 

ample  repayment  foi-  the  honour  ot  the 


election.  ^ iAt  «ninp  vears  von  have  iiaid  attention  to  the 

6964.  (Cha/maan.)  You  say  t <■  ■ ^ think  the  town  has  been  improved 

sanitary  state  of  the  town  ; ^ p wmL  Local  Act  of  ‘ 13*6 1 

f if  LtYr;;rrgfrdf,  1 .^ifSiffo  the  eleanb.g  of  the  streets  now, 

69^6'.  fefgfnfirsI^irffThlrlhia^  been  tUrgging  put  down  in  Sandgate 

since  that  time.  ^ ,teal  in  sewers,  and 

6967  There  are  more  sewers  also  ?— iliey  Have  nor  uuuc  ^ 

f aTtt;^  y»  aiak  that  Jlmf 

reir^tfieffns^^^  - - 

general  supervision  of  buildings.  aynwer  under  the  Act  of  1846,  to 

Ll  do  not  know  that  it  was  done  perhaps  more  J peen  done  by  the 

.“ir:r:.  s.TttsiafSr«h'.i~«>v — « ■ 

not  knoAV  it  as  a fact.  i,St4  Do  vou  think  that  in  trie 

yertBio:fSr:r,f6fs;:|rbr^^ 

"tif  of  riSTor  f S Di'eannot  “f ^ ”P”e  f krf  Itveft: 

not  appear  to  me  that  there  can  have  been  an  luteival  ot  y 

whitewashings.  -ii. +l.o  ,%nint  ? No  In  18*6  1 was  one  of  a 

6976.  You  are  not  intimately  acquainted  ^ that  it  was  not  efficient 

party  who  opposed  the  then  propo.sed  Bi  , ‘ rronnoil  should  have  more  power. 

Spon  many  !>f  those  points  ^e  thought  ,,t 

6977.  Did  you  oppose  the  Bill  in  1846  upon  tiie  g , 

taking  adequL.  powers  ?-In  part.  That  was  one  of  the  grounds. 
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G978.  And  afterwards  you  complained  before  Mr.  Eawlinson  in  1849,  that  they  had 
not  exercised  even  the  powers  which  they  had  taken  ?— Yes.  And  last  yea,r  I was  one  of 
a party  that  opposed  the  Bill  because  it  was  not  only  tyrannical  but  inefficient,  as  I 
thought. 

6979.  In  what  respect  do  you  consider  the  Act  of  1853  tyrannical  ? — Not  the  Act,  but 
the  Bill.  We  got  it  altered  rather. 

6980.  The  Act,  so  to  say,  met  your  approbation? — -One  point  that  we  made  was  to 
have  the  Act  rendered  compulsory  upon  the  council.  As  it  stood  in  the  Bill  the  words 
“ if  they  thought  fit ; ” were  inserted,  I think,  and  we  required  those  words  to  be  struck 
out. 

6981.  With  respect  to  what  power  was  that? — With  respect  to  the  powers  under  the 
incorporated  Acts,  as  to  nuisances  and  such  like,  whatever  those  Acts  apply  to. 

6982.  That  it  should  be  not  discretionary  but  compulsory  on  the  corporation  to  exercise 
the  power  given  them  by  the  clauses  of  those  Acts  which  were  incorporated  ? — Yes.  And 
I think  further  that  all  councils  (I  am  speaking  now  upon  a general  point,)  sliould  have 
some  supervision  over  them  to  compel  those  powers  to  be  exercised,  rather  than  that 
the  onus  of  such  supervision  should  be  thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  individuals. 

6983.  Is  tiiere  any  other  point  ? — I have  heard  it  said  that  some  parties  would  prefer 
that  the  Board  of  Health  had  the  management  of  those  things  in  the  town.  In  my 
opinion  it  would  be  highly  injurious. 

6984.  You  are  not  an  advocate  for  centralization,  as  it  is  termed  — No.  I think  it  is 
very  proper  to  have  a central  authority  to  supervise  and  control,  but  not  to  act  in  the 
details. 

6985.  You  think  it  sufficient  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  exercise  surveillance,  and  to 
leave  the  administration  and  executive  details  to  local  bodies? — Yes;  that  in  case  of 
the  town  council  or  any  other  local  body  neglecting  their  powers,  some  central  board 
should  have  the  power  of  compelling  them  to  do  what  they  ought  to  do,  without 
throwing  it  upon  individuals. 

6986.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  think  that,  if  they  do  their  work  properly,  they  do  it  better 
as  a local  body  than  a central  body  could  ? — Yes,  I have  no  doubt  of  it ; and  not 
only  better  but  more  satisfactorily  to  the  people  of  each  place  ; and  I think  it  is  also  a 
check  upon  expenditure.  I may  also  say  with  regard  to  the  different  Local  Acts, 
which  you  have  mentioned,  the  last  Act  and  the  others,  that  I think  they  are  amply 
sufficient  to  obtain  in  the  town  all  that  is  necessary  for  cleanliness  and  health,  if  they 
are  properly  enforced  and  acted  on. 

6987.  {Mr.  Deputy  Toion  Glerh.)  You  stated  that  the  township  of  Byker  applied  to 
have  their  highways  taken  under  the  management  of  the  corporation? — Yes. 

6988.  Do  you  recollect  whether  that  was  in  writing? — Yes,  in  writing.  I. think  it  was 
in  183.9.  I have  somewhere  or  other  a copy  of  the  memorial  sent.  I have  minutes  that 
show  the  fact  of  the  meeting  having  been  held,  ad  which  resolutions  were  adopted  to  apply 
to  the  council  upon  that  point. 


Mr.  George  Lockey,  further  examined. 

6989.  {Chairma.n)  You  remember  that  you  furni.shed  to  Dr.  Gavin  a paper  containing 
the  measurements  of  the  lengths  and  widths  of  the  entries  in  Sandgate,  to  the  accuracy  of 
which  you  were  previously  sworn  ? — I did. 

6990.  What  is  the  length  of  the  “ link'’  measure,  in  which  the  lengths  of  those  entries 
are  computed  ? — A link  is  the  100th  part  of  a chain  ; the  chain  being  66  feet  or  22  yards 
long. 

6991.  {Mr.  Batemam)  How  did  you  measure  them,  by  a tape  ? — No,  from  a plan  ; and 
Mr.  Oliver,  the  architect,  who  made  the  plan,  assisted  me  in  doing  so. 

6992.  Were  you  sure  that  the  plan  contained  all  the  alleys  which  were  in  existence? — 
I took  the  plan  as  far  as  it  went  to  be  coi'rect,  as  representing  all  the  alleys  that  were  in 
existence  at  the  time  that  I made  these  measurements.  I went  down  personally  and 
examined  the  whole  of  the  alleys,  luit  I did  not  measure  them  aU ; I measured  certain  of 
them. 

6993.  From  what  map  did  you  measure  them  ? — From  Mr.  Oliver’s  ma]>  of  the  town  ; 
the  large  one,  which  he  was  altering  for  the  use  of  the  corporation. 

6994.  Is  this  tlie  map  {handing  a nuap  to  the  witness)  t. — Yes;  but  he  was  making 
tracings  of  alterations  that  had  been  made  in  Sandgate  for  the  corporation,  and  referred 
to  those  tracings  whicli  were  taken  from  measurements  which  he  himself  made. 

6995.  {Cliairman.)  Have  you  any  point  upon  which  you  wish  to  offer  an  opinion  ? — 
Notliing  but  general  evidence.  My  own  (q^inion  is  that  the  sewerage  and  drainaage, 
although  it  has  been  much  improved  in  the  last  few  years,  is  still  very  defective  ; and  that 
what  lias  been  done  has  not  been  done  in  a manner  calculated  very  much  to  improve  either 
the  drainage  or  the  sewerage.  One  main  sewer  has  been  formed  up  Pilgrim  Street  ; and 
there  are  parties  that  have  formed  side  drains  from  their  property  at  the  side  of  the  street 
down  into  Erick  Burn,  in  preference  to  putting  them  into  the  main  sewer ; tlie  reason 
assigned  being  that  the  main  sewer  itself  is  not  low  enough  to  enable  them  to  make  use 
of  it  for  tlie  draiuage  of  their  property. 


Mr.  H.  Turner. 


7th  March  1854, 


d/r.  G.  Lackey. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr.  G,  Locheij. 
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6996.  \Mt.  Town  Sv/rveyor^  Do  you  recollect  any  of  the  parties  to  whom  you  allude? — 
Yes;  Forsyth's  people. 

6997.  Probably  it  is  more  convenient  to  them  to  carry  their  drains  to  Erick  Burn 
than  to  Pilgrim  Street  ? — ^Yes,  more  convenient.  The  property  is  situated  along  the  line 
of  the  street,  and  yet  they  are  obliged  to  drain  it  the  other  way. 

6998.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  depth  of  the  sewer  in  Pilgrim  Street  to  which  you 
are  alluding  ? — I think  it  is  fourteen  feet  or  thereabouts. 

6999.  Do  not  3mu  think  that  that  is  ample  to  drain  anything  in  the  street  ? — But  the 
]U'operty  forming  one  side  of  the  street  extends  a considerable  distance  down  towards 
Eiick  Burn. 

7000.  ( Chairman.)  Is  it  not  a fact  that  Pilgrim  Street  itself  runs  exactly  along  the 
crest  of  a ridge  or  hill  ( — It  does. 

7001.  Then  of  course  the  property  would  naturally  drain  to  either  side  ; but  in  addi- 
tion you  liave  a ma.in  sewer  through  the  street  itself,  in  case  there  should  be  any  people 
wlio  can  make  use  of  it  ? — (il/r.  Town  Surveyor.)  There  is  a large  sewer  also  at  the  bottom. 
It  was  a very  pi'oper  thing  to  have  a sewer  there. 

7002.  [3[r.  Bateman  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  That  is  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
houses  immediately  upon  the  street? — Yes. 

7003.  Are  the  liouses  immediately  adjoining  Pilgrim  Street  the  most  important  part  of 
the  property  between  the  street  and  the  properties  on  each  side? — Yes;  they  are  mostly'' 
sliops  and  manufirctories. 

7004.  (Chairman.)  AYhat  is  the  depth  of  the  Pilgrim  Street  sewer  for  the  greater  part 
of  its  length  ? — It  varies,  I believe,  from  about  12  feet  to  16  feet. 

700.5.  There  is  no  part  shallower  than  12  feet? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  part  of  it 
above  the  Arcade  shallower  than  1 1 feet ; below  the  Arcade  it  is  shallower. 

7006.  I think  you  said  that  you  have  no  map  of  the  sewers  except  this  map  of  the 
borough  with  the  sewers  laid  doAvn  upon  it  ? — We  have  them  upon  sheets  on  a larger 
scale  ; but  rve  have  not  got  them  put  on  a larger  map  3'et ; rve  have  all  the  depths  and 
sizes  of  the  sewers. 

7007.  In  1848  the  Sanitary  Committee  or  the  Sanitary  Association  memorialized  the 
corporation  on  the  subject  of  a map  or  plan  of  the  sewerage  and  drainage  ; and  there  has 
been  a good  deal  of  correspondence  about  it  from  time  to  time  ever  since.  No  such  map 
of  the  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  borough  is  norv  in  existence  ? — We  have  not  a special 
one  upon  a large  scale. 

The  vjitness  here  went  into  several  statements,  tendhuj  to  shovj  tliC  defective  nature  of 
the  seiuerage  in  different  p(ii is  of  the  town  ; servers  too  shallotv  for  houses  to  he  drainable 
into  them,  cellars  in  consequence  liable  to  be  flooded  by  leakaye  from  the  seivers,  and, 
so  on  ; but  as  several  of  his  statements  were  impugned  sidosequently  by  the  Town  Surveyor, 
and  as  it  would  have  taken  more  time  properly  to  investigate  such  contested  details 
than  tlLeir  iiiipor  ta^nce  seemed,  to  deserve,  it  has  not  been  thoieght  necessary  to  retain  any 
of  the  statements,  on  either  side,  'upon  the  minutes. 

7008.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Lockey)  HaA^e  ^mu  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  toAvn  long  ? — 
Sixteen  or  seventeeen  3"ears. 

7009.  IlaA'e  jmu  paid  attention  to  sanitary  matters  for  any  number  of  years  ? — I have 
had  A^ery  am^de  opportunities  of  paying  attention  to  them  and  have  done  so  for  some 
3^ears  past. 

7010.  Had  you,  saj-  at  the  time  of  Mr.  RaAvlinson's  official  Ausit  here  in  1849,  occasion 
to  form  ail}.'  ojiinion  as  to  the  then  sanitary  state  of  the  toAvn  ? — I had  generally. 

7011.  Had  you  such  opportunities  as  Avoiild  enable  you  noAV  to  recollect  pretty 
confidently  Avhat  the  then  sanitary  state  of  the  toAAUi  AA^as  ? — I should  say  that  there  has 
been  an  improvement  since  that  period  ; but  not  to  tlie  extent  that  I think  those 
iinpiwements  were  capable  of  being  carried. 

7012.  To  Avhat  points  of  improvement  Avould  you  specifically  refer? — First,  in  resjiect 
of  the  drainage,  tliat  there  has  been  no  systematic  plan  of  draining  the  town  carried  out ; 
that  it  has  been  patchwork  from  beginning  to  end  ; and  that  the  patchwork  system  has 
gone  on  since  that  period.  Some  improA'ements  have  been  made,  no  doubt,  in  the  course 
of  that  interA'al ; but  Avhat  it  is  not  improved  in  is  in  the  Avant  of  a general  plan  or  system 
for  sewerage. 

7013.  Are  there  any  other  points  besides  seAverage,  in  Avhich  the  town  has  been 
improA''ed  ?—  With  regard  to  nuisances  generally,  during  the  time  that  Mr.  EaAvlinson  was 
here  and  for  some  short  time  afterwards,  considerable  improvement  took  place. 

7014.  WTth  respect  to  removing  accumulations,  and  so  on? — Yes;  but  it  A'ery  soon 
relapsed  into  its  former  bad  condition,  and  continued  so  up  to  the  period  of  the  cholera. 

7015.  You  think  that,  Avith  respect  to  accumulations  of  filth,  the  town  had  retrograded 
betAveen  1849  and  August  1853  ? — Yes,  and  has  recoAmred  itself  since.  It  is  noAV  in  a 
very  good  condition,  comparatively. 

7016.  Impiwements  also  in  flagging  and  paving  liaA'e  been  made,  especially  in  certain 
]»arts  of  Sandgate,  and  also  in  many  other  parts  of  the  toAvn  ? — No  doubt  of  it. 

7017.  Can  you  mention  any  other  point,  beyond  seAvering  and  paving,  in  which  the 
town  Avas  in  any  material  degree  improA'ed  between  1849  and  August  1853  ? — I think  no 
other  improvement  whatever,  to  any  extent,  occurred  up  to  the  commencement  of  the 
cholera. 
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7018.  Would  you  like  to  say  anything  upon  the  water  or  the  gas,  or  any  other  point? — Lockey. 

Before  I leave  the  subject  of  drainage,  I would  also  mention  that  there  is  one  street,  t~1854 

where  I lived  mvself  some  years,  and  in  which  the  town  surveyor  lives  now,  I believe,  ' ^ arc  i 

called  St.  Thomas’s  Street,  the  drain  of  which  is  larger  than,  and  cannot  be  thoroughly 

drained  by,  the  drain  into  which  it  falls.  In  bad  weather  the  smaller  drain  gets  choked, 
and  the  water  comes  up  the  street  and  sinks  into  the  cellars  and  other  places  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

7019.  {To  Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  You  mentioned  on  a previous  occasion  several  cases  of 
larger  sewers  running  into  smaller  ones  ; is  this  one  of  them  ? — I never  mentioned,  though, 
that  the  smaller  sewers  were  insufficient  to  carry  off  the  water. 

7020.  There  are,  however,  many  instances  in  this  town  in  which  larger  sewers  run  into 
smaller  ones  ? — Y es. 

7021.  {Mr.  Bateman)  What  you  state  is  that,  although  it  does  occur  that  larger 
sewers  empty  into  smaller  ones,  the  smaller  ones  are  still  large  enough  ? — Certainly. 

7022.  And  thex-efore  the  others  ai’e  agx-eat  deal  too  big? — I have  no  doubt  of  it.  Thei’e 
is  one  in  Dean  Street  six  feet  by  foui-,  which  is  never  one  third  full, 

{Mr.  Lockey.)  If  the  small  sewer  at  the  foot  of  St.  Thomas’s  Street,  into  which  the 
larger  sewer  in  St.  Thomas’s  Sti'eet  is  drained,  dams  the  water  up,  so  that  it  sets  back  and 
I’ises  up  in  the  bigger  sewei*,  the  little  one  must  be  incapable  of  taking  it  away. 

{Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  I am  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  that  kind. 

7023.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Do  you  live  in  St.  Thomas’s  Sti-eet  ? — Yes. 

7024.  In  going  up  from  Pei'cy  Street  and  Newgate  Street  in  the  course  of  the  summei-, 
have  you  ever  or  frequently  noticed  offensive  effluvia  from  the  gully-grates  tliere  ? — There 
is  no  question  of  it.  They  are  near  the  surface,  and  veiy  shallow  ; and  they  are  not 
trapped  in  that  neighbourhood.  There  are  occasionally  offensive  smells,  though  not 
generally  so,  I have  occasionally  felt  it.  I do  not  think  we  can  infer  that  the  sewers 
are  inadequate  or  inefficient  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  ai’e  intended  from  their 
p'ivino-  out  a bad  smell.  We  cannot  have  sewers  that  do  not  stink  when  so  much  stinking 
stuff  goes  into  them. 

7025.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  What  you  mean  to  say  is,  that  if  the  water  going  down  the 
sewer  is  of  a veiy  offensive  character,  and  the  sewer  is  not  covered  over  or  not  properly 
trapped,  it  must  stink  ? — Decidedly  ; every  sewer  will  stink. 

7026.  Particularly  with  refei’ence  to  the  sewer  from  the  tan-pits  at  Darn  Ci’ook,  passing 
down  Newgate  Street  and  emptying  in  an  open  channel  behind  the  cottages  thei’e.  Did 
you  ever  pass  that  at  any  season  of  the  year  without  perceiving  aixy  offensive  smell 
from  it  ? — Decidedly  not.  I have  smelt  it  very  sti’ongly  ; and  eveiy  sewer  must  smell. 

You  cannot  always  be  throwing  water  into  every  sewer. 

7027.  {Mr.  Lockey)  Thei’e  is  one  particular  sewer  upon  the  Sand  Hill  in  the  vicinity 
of  a pork-shop,  where  they  make  sausages  and  that  cheap  soi’t  of  meat.  Have  you  ever 
felt  any  offensive  smell  fi’om  that  sewer  in  passing  of  a morning  ? — I have,  from  the  Sand 
Hill  sewei’. 

7028.  Ai’e  you  aware  that  great  complaints  are  made  by  people  in  the  neighbourhood 
as  to  the  offensive  effluvia  arising  from  it? — No  doubt  of  it,  a few  months  ago 
particularly. 

7029.  Continually  ; every  day,  almost  ? — No  doubt  it  would  be  so. 

7030.  And  that  there  are  several  places  of  this  description  in  the  toivn  ? — No  question 
of  it.  It  must  be  so,  so  long  as  they  are  untrapped. 

7031.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  We  shall  be  glad  if  j’ou  will  put  in  any 
amount  of  evidence,  which  you  may  have,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  your  sewerage.  I 
confess  that  the  evidence  which  we  have  obtained,  both  from  our  own  noses  and  in  this 
room,  is  certainly  very  unfavourable  to  the  notion  that  the  sewerage,  even  as  it  now 
exists,  is  what  we  should  call  efficient  ? — We  have  flushed  to  a very  great  extent  our 
sewers,  and  examined  them  very  minutely  for  some  time  back  ; one  or  two  persons  have 
taken  a very  active  part  in  that  work  who  are  ready  to  give  their  evidence.  A great 
many  persons  have  given  evidence  here  who  have  never  been  in  them  at  all.  They  smell 
them  and  merely  give  an  opinion  from  that. 

{Mr.  Lockey.)  I happened  to  be  several  times  in  the  one  which  was  formed  in  Pilgrim 
Street,  and  in  two  or  three  others. 

{Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  We  were  making  some  very  extensive  repairs  at  Westgate,  and 
a great  deal  of  the  ashes  and  the  rough  macadamized  material  got  into  that  sewer,  and 
that  may  have  stopped  the  sewer  in  Clayton  Street.  We  only  in  November  commenced 
that  work,  and  I believe  it  was  entirely  settled  up  in  the  last  week  of  November. 

(Mr.  Bryson.)  That  could  not  have  been  there  during  the  cholera. 

7032.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Bryson)  I understand  you  to  imply  that  the  silt  which  we 
found  at  the  corner  of  Clayton  Street  and  of  Fenkle  Street  may  not,  in  your  judgment, 
have  exi,sted  there  at  the  time  of  the  cholera? — Quite  so;  on  the  contrary  we  have 
evidence,  from  the  operations  which  were  going  on  in  the  street  improvements  up 
Westgate  Plill,  that  a great  deal  of  the  road  metal  went  down  here  into  the  Westgate 
Street  sewer,  and  silted  this  back  in  the  Clayton  Street  sewer  {showing  the  same) 
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7033.  Wliat  evidence  have  you  to  sliow  that  the  accumulation  in  the  Westgate  Street 
sewer  may  not  itself  have  been  dependant  on  the  previous  accumulation  and  obstruction 
of  the  Clayton  Street  sewer? — It  could  not  be  so  ; the  metal  that  was  lying  at  the  bottom, 
such  as  that  shown  here,  was  exactly  as  it  is  shown  here,  obstructing  this ; there  was  no 
way  for  its  escape. 

7034.  Still  supposing  the  Clayton  Street  sewer  to  have  been  ah'eady  silted  up,  as  you 
recently  found  it,  that  would  have  accounted  for  the  further  silting  up  of  the  Westgate 
Street  sewer? — It  cordd  not  be  so,  because  this  in  the  Westgate  Street  sewer  is  a heavy 
sediment  of  road  metal.  This  was  completely  blocked  up  on  account  of  its  coming  at  right 
angles. 

7035.  At  all  events  then  this  is  the  fact,  that  the  outlet  for  the  Westgate  Street 
sewage  turns  at  less  than  a right  angle  at  the  corner  of  Westgate  Street  and  Clayton 
Street ; and  that  the  natural  tendency  is  for  the  Westgate  Street  sewage  to  run  up, 
instead  of  down,  the  Clayton  Street  sewer,  and  so  to  cause  a damming  back  and  a 
disposition  to  stagnate  and  deposit  in  the  upper  part  of  the  latter  ? — Yes,  at  the  junction  ; 
but  this  is  only  a part  of  the  design  which  is  to  be  carried  out. 

7036.  (i)/r.  Bateman.)  What  ground,  except  inference,  have  you  for  believing  that  that 
accumulation  did  not  exist  in  the  Clayton  Street  sewer  previously  to  November  last? — 

I have  no  ground  strong  enough  to  say  that  tiie  Clayton  Street  sewer  was  clear  until  the 
Westgate  Street  was  blocked  up  ; but  I have  the  strongest  possible  evidence  that  it  has 
mainlj''  silted  up  since  last  November. 

7037.  What  is  the  inclination  of  the  Clayton  Street  sewer? — It  is  one  in  72. 

7038.  And  what  is  the  inclination  of  the  Westgate  Street  sewer? — I think  it  is  one 
in  48. 

7039.  Which  sewer  brings  down  the  greater  quantity  of  sewerage  water  ? — The 
Westgate  Street  sewer. 

7040.  Wliich  will  bring  down  the  greatest  quantity  of  road  material? — The  Westgate 
Street  sewer.  The  Clayton  Street  sewer  terminates  a little  way  above  the  Clayton 
Arms. 

7041.  Will  not  it  then  necessarily  result  from  these  facts,  that  where  you  have  a more  rapid 

descent  and  a stronger  current  of  sewage  falling  into  another  sewer,  where  the  declivity 
is  less  and  consequently  the  current  slower,  and  having  to  turn  at  less  than  a right  angle 
in  order  to  get  down  that  other  sewer,  there  must  be  a tendency  to  deposit  a part  of  that 
which  was  carried  along  by  the  stronger  current  ? — Quite  so ; but  this  is  only  a part  of 
the  proposed  arrangement,  it  is  not  carried  out  yet.  ; 

7042.  (Chairman.)  Could  you  be  surprised  then  to  find  deposit  in  Clayton  Street? — 
Not  when  you  find  that  this  shingle  is  here. 

7043.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Quite  independently  of  any  shingle  or  other  accumulation  which 
may  be  clearly  traceable  to  your  operations  in  November,  does  it  not  follow  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  that  a current  of  water,  containing  sewage  or  other  matter  in 
suspemsion,  Avliich  first  flows  with  a greater  velocity  down  a steeper  sewer,  and  which  is 
afterwards  obliged  to  turn  at  less  than  right  angles  along  a sewer  of  less  declivity  ana 
consequently  less  velocity,  must  deposit  ? — Y es,  that  is  the  sole  cause  of  it. 

(Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  It  is  rather  apt  to  do  so,  and  we  will  attend  to  it. 

7044.  (Chairman)  Looking  at  the  angle  at  which  the  Westgate  Street  sewer  enters  the 
Clayton  Street  sewer,  would  not  the  tendency  be  for  the  current  of  the  Westgate  Street 
sewage  rather  to  run  up  the  Clayton  Street  sewer  than  down  it ; and  at  all  events 
would  not  the  tendency  necessarily  be  to  dam  up  the  water  in  that  direction  ? — Most  i 
decidedly. 

(Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor)  We  have  a circle  round  here  (showing  the  same);  this  is  an  angle  , 
but  the  other  is  not,  that  is  a circle. 

7045.  Still  it  is  obvious  that  if  those  sewers  exist,  as  represented  on  your  plan,  there  ] 
will  and  must  be  a tendency  to  silt  up  in  the  direction  of  the  Clayton  Street  sewer  ? — 
(Mr.  Bryson.)  Most  undoubtedly. 

7046.  Until  your  further  operations  are  carried  out  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expect  anything 
but  a tendency  to  silting  up  there  ? — Quite  so. 

7047.  The  deposit  in  Clayton  Street  may  have  been  aggravated  beyond  what  it  was  in  i 
August  1853,  by  your  operations  in  November  ? — Quite  so. 

7048.  Still  I suppose  a foot  deep  of  deposit  in  a sewer  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
produce  a nauseous  stench  withe ut  getting  twenty  inches  depth  ? — Decidedly  so. 

7049.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Lockey.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  say  ■ 

anything  ? — I do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  court  unnecessarily,  but  with  regard  ' 
to  the  mode  of  putting  down  nuisances,  I think  a much  more  effective  one  ought  to  be  ^ 
adopted  than  is  at  present.  It  wants  a person  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  almost  | 
solely  to  it.  You  have  inspectors  of  nuisances  in  distinct  and  separate  parts  of  the  town,  | 
having  little  communication  with  one  another,  and  with  no  general  knowledge  among  the  ; 
inhabftants  as  to  how  to  proceed  for  the  removal  of  nuisances;  which  causes  such  i 
nuisances  to  accumulate  often  to  a large  and  very  injm'ious  extent.  In  the  neighbourhood  i 
of  good  streets,  such  as  Blackett  Street,  there  is  a narrow  lane  behind  it  often  in  a very  > 
offensive  state.  i 
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7050.  Wliat  is  the  name  of  the  lane  ? — High  Friar  Lane;  and  if  yon  go  round  Eldon 
Square,  the  houses  of  which  certainly  do  great  credit  to  the  builder,  Mr.  Grainger,  yo\i  will 
find  nuclei  of  filth  there  as  bad  as  in  any  place  in  Sandgate.  I think  that  such  surveillance 
ought  to  be  exercised  also  over  the  water,  which  is  another  branch  of  the  sul  >ject  upon 
which  I wish  to  make  a few  observations. 

7051.  You  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water  ordinarily,  have 
you,  except  that  it  may  be  a little  hard  ? — The  Whittle  Dean  water  generally  is  not  in 
bad  condition,  and  when  it  is  good  it  is  very  good  water ; but  very  frequently  it  happens 
to  be  in  a bad  state. 

7052.  When  you  say  “ very  frequently,”  how  often  do  you  mean  ? — It  is  seldom  good 
a couple  of  months  together. 

7053.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  four  or  five  times  in  the  year  you  have  reason  to 
complain  of  the  water  being  bad  ? — Quite  so. 

7054.  (Mr.  Bateman)  In  what  way  is  it  bad  so  frequently  as  that  ? — Discolouration. 

7055.  Will  it  deposit  upon  standing,  or  is  it  mere  discolouration? — It  will  deposit  upon 
standing,  and  you  will  find  it  do  so  in  the  cisterns  of  the  private  houses,  when  the  water 
is  brought  in.  Of  course,  it  is  of  no  use  making  observations  as  to  the  impurity  of  the 
Tyne  water. 

7056.  {Chairman)  Do  you  know  of  jmur  own  personal  knowledge  that,  supposing 
you  cleaned  out  a properly  covered  cistern  this  day,  within  three,  four,  five,  or  six  months 
you  would  be  sure  of  finding  a considerable  deposit  of  mud  there? — No  doubt  of  it.  At 
certain  periods,  if  I left  the  water  standing  in  a jug  overnight,  there  would  be  a deposit 
in  the  morning. 

7057.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Although  drawn  from  a tap,  and  not  from  a cistern  ? — Yes ; I have 
frequently  seen  that  happen  ; but  when  the  water  is  good,  you  will  not  find  that  deposit. 

7058.  Chairman.)  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  every  two  months,  or  four  or  five  times  a 
year,  there  would  occur  a space  of  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours  in  which 
water,  drawn  direct  from  the  pipe,  would  leave  an  appreciable  sediment  in  the  jug? — No 
doubt  of  it. 

7059.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Have  you  noticed  it  at  more  places  than  one,  or  at  one  particular 
spot  ? — At  various  places  I have  noticed  it. 

7060.  Do  you  know  the  circumstances  of  the  connection  between  the  tap  from  which 
the  water  is  drawn  and  the  main  pipe  of  the  company,  the  sort  of  pipe  it  is  carried 
through  ? — No,  I do  not. 

7061.  {Chairman)  Are  you  supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  company  in  your  own 
house  ? — Yes. 

7062.  Have  you  a cistern? — I am  not  the  occupier  of  a house  now;  at  present  I am 
in  lodgings  ; but  when  I was  the  occupier  of  a house  in  St.  Thomas’s  Street  and  elsewhere, 
I had  water  without  a cistern. 

7063.  You  drew  it  direct  from  the  pipe  in  your  own  house  ? — Yes. 

7064.  And  it  was  there  that  you  noticed  this  sediment  ? — I noticed  it  very  frequently 
there. 

7065.  In  what  year  was  this  ? — That  would  be  five  or  six  years  ago. 

7066.  That  would  be  just  at  the  time  of  their  establishment ; they  only  commenced 
distributing  water  in  October  1848  ?— It  was  soon  after  their  establishment,  and  more 
recently  within  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cattle  Market. 

7067.  Have  you  frequently  noticed,  within  the  last  three  or  four  years,  water  drawn 
direct  from  a tap  of  the  Whittle  Dean  company  have  an  appreciable  sediment  ? — I 
should  say  I have. 

7068.  Excepting,  I mean,  during  the  summers  of  1850  and  1853,  when  they  avowedly 
drew  from  the  Tyne,  do  you  remember  having  seen  what  you  mention  ? — Yes ; no 
question  about  it  ; and  if  there  was  an  inquiry  made  directly  to  the  inhabitants,  they 
would  tell  you  so. 

7069.  {Mr.  Bateman)  At  how  recent  a period  have  you  noticed  this  ? — In  1853 — Ido 
not  mean  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  but  previously  to  that,  in  1852  and  1853,  the 
water  flowing  from  the  Whittle  Dean  was  and  at  the  present  time  is  occasionally  bad.  I 
believe  at  this  very  day  and  moment  it  is  so.  From  whatever  cause  it  arises,  whether  from 
the  turbulence  of  the  water  in  the  reservoirs  created  by  high  winds,  or  the  action  of  any 
other  elements  in  those  quarters,  the  water  does  peidodically  change  from  a pure  state  to 
a very  bad  one,  and  continues  so  for  some  days. 

7070.  {Chairman)  In  respect  of  sediment? — In  respect  of  sediment  and  colour. 

7071.  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — No,  I think,  nothing  particular.  There  is  one 
general  observation  which  I would  make  with  regard  to  the  attention  paid  to  sick  and 
necessitous  persons,  especially  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera.  I had  very  extensive 
opportunities  of  observing  the  disease  in  this  town,  and  I found  that  in  a great  many 
cases  parties  died  or  greatly  sufiered  from  the  want,  not  of  medicine,  which  Avas  supnlied 
very  plenteously,  but  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  and  of  the  means  of  applying 
the  medicines  and  food,  Avhen  orders  were  given  that  these  should  be  furnished  by  the 
guardians  or  parocliial  ofiicei’s.  I think  that  in  any  arrangements  which  may  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  good  medical  appliances  in  times  of  cholera,  there  ouo-ht 
to  be  contemporaneously  an  efficient  stall'  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  to  the  neces- 
sitous the  requirements  which  are  specially  necessary  under  such  circumstances. 
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7072.  You  do  not  make  any  complaint  against  tlie  board  of  guardians  ? — I do  not. 

7073.  You  merely  state  that  there  were  instances  which  came  to  your  knowledge  in 
which  things  were  not  done  which  might  have  been  done ; but  you  would  not  go  further 
than  that  ? — I merely  state  the  fact,  and  would  suggest  that  arrangements,  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  a matter  on  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  like  cholera,  should  be  made 
contemporaneously  with  the  medical  staff. 


, George  Robinson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  further  examined. 

{Dr.  Bohivson.)  I have  been  requested  by  two  or  three  persons  to  mention  one  or  two 
additional  circumstances  to  the  Commissioners.  In  the  first  place,  at  the  late  assizes, 
attention  was  directed  to  a large  number  of  piggeries  now  existing  near  the  Red  Barns, 
at  the  top  of  Stepney  Bank,  which  is  in  violation  of  one  of  the  byelaws  for  regulating 
the  keeping  of  swine  in  this  borough. 

7074.  (Chairman.)  To  what  extent  did  these  piggeries  exist  there? — To  the  extent  of 
about  100  in  number. 

7075.  (To  Mr.  Deputy  Totvu  Cleric)  Surely  you  have  long  had  the  power  to  put  down 
piggeries  ? — We  have  power  now. 

7076.  Did  not  the  Act  of  1846  also  apply  to  the  Avhole  borough  in  respect  of  such 
matters  as  piggeries? — Yes,  I think  to  everything  except  as  to  roads  and  streets. 

7077.  (To  Dr.  Robinson.)  That  was  given  in  evidence  upon  oath,  was  it? — Yes,  and  I 
have  since  been  to  the  spot,  and  seen  them  myself  There  was  a special  byelaw  passed 
on  that  subject  about  four  or  five  years  since. 

7078.  Was  there  any  great  mortality  about  Stepney  Bank? — Yes  ; in  Stepney  Square, 
and  in  some  of  the  streets  at  the  foot  of  Stepney  Bank,  there  was  a considerable 
mortality.  Dublin  Terrace  is  at  the  foot,  I think,  near  Ouseburn. 

7070.  (Mr.  Batorutn.)  Dublin  Terrace  is  at  some  distance  from  the  foot  of  Stepney 
Bank  ? — It  is  in  Lime  Street,  and  this  Stepney  Bank  is  just  on  the  west  side  of  Lime 
Street. 

7080.  (Chairman)  What  is  the  next  point? — Two  unmarried  ladies  have  some  tene- 
mented  property  in  High  Friar  Street,  and  they  requested  me  to  mention  to  the 
Commissioners  that  a portion  of  their  houses  is  rendered  uninhabitable  by  the  oozing  into 
them  of  the  contents  of  the  sewer. 

7081.  Where  is  High  Friar  Street  ? — It  nms  from  Newgate  Street  across  to  Grey 
Street,  behind  Blackett  Street.  The  sewer  runs  in  front  of  their  houses,  under  the  foot- 
path. 

7082.  We  liad  evidence  of  that  already  ; the  flagging  of  the  street  is  the  roof  of  the 
sewer  ? — Yes. 

7083.  (To  Mr.  Bryson.)  That  is  the  fact,  is  it  not  ?— In  a portion  of  it  it  is. 

(Dr.  Robinson.)  The  builder  employed  by  these  ladies  stated  that  he  had  removed  three 
cartloads  of  mud  from  the  sewer  ; it  had  to  be  opened. 

7084.  What  is  the  next  point  ?— I was  requested  to  hand  in  this  document  from  the 
Committee  of  Memorialists.  They  thought  that,  as  the  labours  of  the  Commission  were, 
perhaps,  drawing  to  a close,  they  might  be  permitted  to  submit  this  memorial  to  them. 
(Producing  the  same) 

7085.  (GJtairman.)  This  is  a further  memorial  from  the  committee  of  the  original 
memorialists,  praying  that  there  may  be  a further  inquiry,  cognate  to  the  present  one, 
but  going  into  points  which  are  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  present  one.  Whether  we 
can  take  this  as  evidence  before  us  will  be  matter  for  consideration  ; but  we  will  receive 
it  and  will  do  what  seems  proper  in  tlie  matter.  (To  Mr.  Deputy  Town  Clerk.)  I under- 
stand from  you  that  you  have  no  evidence  to  ofler? — (Mr.  Arnott.)  None,  except  with 
regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance. 

7086.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  mention  to  us  any  cases  in  which  any  advantage 
whatsoever  has  been  taken  of  the  smoke  nuisance  abatement  powers  of  the  Local  Act  of 
1846  ? — I will  mention  the  names  of  the  parties  upon  whom  notices  were  served.  In  the 
year  1848,  (I  do  not  exactly  recollect  the  time,)  notices  were  served  upon  all  the  masters 
and  owners  of  steam-boats  navigating  the  Tyne  ; on  Mr.  Smith,  of  St.  Lawrence,  an  iron 
manufacturer;  Mr.  Welsh,  of  Denton  Chare;  Mr.  Hodgin,  of  Denton  Chare;  Messrs. 
Bernard  Brothers,  of  Gallowgate ; Lock,  Blackett  and  Company  ; and  Mr.  Anderson,  of 
Gallowgate. 

7087.  Were  aU  those  in  1848  ? — They  were  all  in  1848. 

7088.  Which  of  those  is  the  Grey  Street  brewery,  to  which  Sir  John  Fife  alluded  ? — 
The  Grey  Street  brewery  is  not  in  tliis  list. 

7089.  In  how  many  of  those  cases  was  the  smoke  nuisance  to  any  degree  abated  in 
consequence  of  those  notices  ? — I can  only  speak  of  one  from  my  own  personal  knowledge 
in  Denton  Chare.  I saw  that,  and  it  was  remedied. 

7090.  Has  it  ever  returned  since  to  its  original  intensity  of  nuisance  ? — We  have  had 
no  complaints. 
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Mr.  Henry  Sibbet,  examined. 

7091.  {Chairman.)  You  are  assistant  overseer  for  one  of  the  parishes  of  this  town  ? — 

I am ; for  St.  John’s. 

7092.  On  Tuesday  last,  you  accompanied  the  Commissioners  through  some  parts  of  your 
district?— I did. 

7093.  Amongst  others,  we  went  to  Hanover  Terrace  ? — Yes. 

7094.  We  visited  there  three  houses  standing  rather  by  themselves,  and  consisting  each 
of  a single  room  ? — Yes. 

7095.  Did  any  deaths  occur  there  from  cholera  in  the  recent  epidemic  ? — There  were 
five  in  that  terrace. 

7096.  In  those  three  houses  ? — Tliere  were  three  in  one  end  house,  and  two  in  the  other 
end  house. 

7097.  Was  there  any  death  in  the  middle  one  of  the  tliree  houses  ? — No,  not  one. 

7098.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  what  you  and  Ave  noticed  Avith  reference  to  tlie 
end  houses  in  Avhich  the  deaths  occun-ed  ? — The  common  seAver  from  the  head  of  the  stairs 
runs  down  close  to  the  one  gable  end  where  the  three  deaths  occurred,  and  the  soil,  Avhich 
rises  steeply  about  there  and  piles  up  against  the  Avails  of  the  gable  end,  Avas  obviously 
damp  from  that  cause  ; and  at  the  other  gable  end  of  the  cottages,  Avhere  the  tAvo  deaths 
occurred,  there  is  a sink,  and  the  seAver  goes  down  Avithin  three  feet  of  that  gable  end  also 
in  the  same  Avay.  Beside  which,  the  rain-Avater  from  the  roofs  of  all  the  three  houses 
is  made  to  run  oft'  to  one  or  other  gable  end,  where  it  falls  on  to  the  ground  against  the 
wall,  and  in  the  one  case  on  to  a heap  of  dirt  and  filth  accumulated  in  the  corner,  so  that 
there  Avas  a great  sumpage  there. 

7099.  That  was  the  state  of  the  soil  at  the  time  we  saw  it,  and  when  no  great  quantity 
of  rain  had  firllen  recently  ? — Yes. 

7100.  All  the  three  houses  or  rooms  are  Avithout  any  through  ventilation  ? — There  is 
no  tlirough  ventilation  in  any. 

7101.  But  all  the  houses  being  equally  ill-circumstanced  in  respect  of  that  point,  the  tAvo 
end  houses,  in  Avhich  alone  the  cholera  mortality  occurred,  exhibited  obvious  sanitary  defects 
as  compared  Avith  the  middle  one? — Decidedly. 

7102.  That  is  to  say,  the  end  Avails  of  each  of  those  houses  in  which  the  moi’tality 
occurred  are  liable  to  be  saturated  or  Avetted  Avith  water  which  Avill  be  Amry  far  from 
pure,  Avhile  in  the  middle  house,  neither  of  Avhose  sides  are  liable  to  anything  of  that  kind, 
no  mortality  occurred? — No  mortality  occurred. 

7103.  From  there  Ave  proceeded  to  Handysides  Entry,  which  is  immediately  at  the  back 
or  south  of  Denton  Chare,  Avhich  is  at  the  back  or  south  of  CollingAvood  Street? — Yes. 

7104.  What  Avas  the  state  of  Handysides  Entry  Avhen  we  saw  it  ? — A very  filthy  state. 

7105.  From  there  Ave  went  into  another  entry  immediately  below? — dogger’s  Entry. 

7106.  And  that  Avas  still  more  beastly  than  the  other  ? — Decidedly  so;  but  it  has  been 
improved  lately. 

7107.  {Mr.  Winter.)  Was  it  filthy  that  day  you  AAmre  there  ? — Yes. 

7108.  Only  to  a certain  point,  Avhere  the  seAvers  run  doAvn  ; there  was  no  excrement  on 
the  flags? — Not  at  the  east  end  of  the  entry. 

7109.  That  has  reference  only  to  one  part  AAdiere  the  seAverage  is,  and  it  is  stopped  up  ? 
—Yes. 

7110.  Did  the  Commissioners  find  any  excrements  upon  the  flvigs  in  any  other  part  of 
the  lane  ? — {Chairman.)  I do  not  think  Ave  did  at  the  eastern  or  entrance  part.  We  found 
it  damp  and  Avet  and  in  a stinking  condition,  the  Avhole  length  of  it,  although  it  Avas  only 
at  the  further  end  that  the  nuisance  was  so  very  great.  I confess  I Avas  as  nearly  as 
possible  made  sick  upon  the  spot. 

{^^r.  Winter.)  I will  simply  say  that  the  state  of  things  there  has  not  been  made  by 
myself,  and  in  defence  of  my  position  I may  say  it  has  been  the  gradual  Avork  perhaps  of 
between  tAventy  and  thirty  years. 

7111.  {Chairman.)  You  stated  before  that  you  had  done  Avhat  you  could  to  improve 
the  condition  of  tlie  people  there  ; I am  noAv  only  putting  on  record  the  actual  facts  of 
the  case  as  we  found  them  after  your  efforts  at  inqn'ovement.  (To  Mr.  Sihhet.)  From 
there  Ave  Avent  into  another  entry  agaiii? — We  Avent  into  the  Mill  Entry,  and  Ave  found  it 
considerably  worse  than  the  other  entries  that  Ave  Avere  in  before.  The  Mill  Entry  was 
decidedly  the  Avorst  entry  that  we  Avere  in. 

7112.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  I have  been  into  most  of  the  Avorst  entries  in  Ne\A"castle,  and 
Mill  Entry  Avas  decidedly  the  worst  1 have  been  in  ; Ave  never  got  to  the  end  ? — No,  you 
Avere  perfectly  satisfied  Avithiu  ten  or  tAventy  yards  of  it. 

71 13.  (Chairma.n.)  From  there  we  crossed  over  to  Pudding  Chare,  and  having  AAmlked 
Aq)  the  whole  length  of  that,  Ave  turned  out  on  our  return  doAvn  into  Rosemary  Lane  ? 
—Yes. 

7114.  There  you  took  us  to  a house  belonging  to  yourself,  in  which  eight  deaths  from 
cholera  had  occurred  during  the  late  epidemic  ? — Yes. 
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Mr.  H.  Sibbet.  7 115.  And  you  made  a statement  to  us,  with  reference  to  the  measures  which 

yon  had  taken  to  clean  up  the  house,  and  to  put  it  in  order  some  months  before  the 

iOth  March  1854.  epidemic  ? — Just  so. 

7116.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  repeat  that  statement  now? — In  the  year  1852, 

scarlet  fever  broke  out  in  this  house,  which  was  entirely  inhabited  by  the  lowest  of  the 
Irish  community  that  we  could  boast  of  in  this  town.  Three  deaths  took  place  in  the 
house  from  scarlet  fever.  I immediately  set  about  to  give  the  whole  of  the  tenantry 
notice  to  quit,  determined  if  possible  to  make  the  house  what  it  ought  to  be  ; and  it  took 
me  four  weeks  before  I could  get  them  all  out ; and  then  I locked  up  the  house,  fumigated 
it  with  charcoal,  brimstone,  and  quick- lime,  and  employed  the  necessary  tradesmen 
painters,  joiners,  and  bricklayers  to  put  the  house  into  a proper  tenantable  state  of  repair,' 
which  cost  me  about  forty  pounds.  ’ 

7117.  In  respect  of  a house  containing  sixteen  rooms  on  four  floors,  and  a seventeenth 
behind  it  ? — -Fifteen  in  the  house,  and  two  rooms  in  a cottage  behind  ; and  at  the  time 
the  scarlet  fever  broke  out,  there  were  twelve  families  occupying  this  house,  consisting  of 
seventy -four  individuals.  Immediately  after  I got  the  work  d(me,  I closed  up  the  house 
entirely.  I got  it  painted,  and  had  everything  done  to  it  to  make  it  a comfortable 
dwelling  for  the  working  classes  ; and  I kept  it  closed  for  three  months,  determined  to 
have  it  as  pure  as  I possibly  could.  I then,  towards  the  May  term,  let  it  into  tenements 
again,  and  the  flrst  floor,  consisting  of  four  rooms,  was  let  to  one  tenant,  whose  family 
consisted  of  five  persons  ; the  second  floor  was  let  in  two  tenements  of  two  rooms  each 
and  the  occupants  consisted  of  eight  persons,  four  rooms  ; the  third  floor  was  let  into  two 
tenements  of  two  rooms  each,  the  two  families  being  eight  persons  ; the  fourth  flight 
into  two  tenements,  and  six  persons  occupied  the  three  rooms.  The  two  rooms  in  the 
yard  behind  were  let  to  one  family  consisting  of  four  individuals.  There  were  altogether 
thirty-one  human  beings^  inhabiting  the  seventeen  I'ooms  of  that  house. 

7118.  Was  that  at  the  time  of  the  epidemic  ?— Just  before  the  epidemic  ; and  it  was 
a clean  comfortable  house,  for  I took  particular  care  to  see  that  it  was  kept  clean. 

7119.  Of  those  tliirty-one  people  inhabiting  seventeen  rooms  of  a newly  painted 
and  cleansed  house,  eight  died  during  the  time  of  the  epidemic  ? — Eight  out  of  the 
thirty-one  died. 

7120.  What  followed ; what  investigations  were  made,  and  what  facts  came  to  your 
knowledge  ? — Immediately  after  the  epidemic  was  over,  the  medical  gentlemen  waited 
upon  me  to  ascertain  if  I would  give  my  consent  to  open  the  cellar,  to  see  if  they  could 
account  for  so  much  mortality  ; for  the  cellar  was  completely  built  up,  never  having  been 
made  use  of  for  a long  time.  I gave  my  consent,  and  sent  for  the  iDricklayer  to  break 
down  the  doorway  and  the  front  window,  and  we  found  the  cellar  with  stagnant  water 
in  it  to  the  depth  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches. 

7121.  Was  there  any  ofi’ensive  smell  from  that  water  ? — Yes. 

7122.  It  was  not  simply  pure  water? — No,  it  was  offensive  stagnant  water.  I 
immediately  set  to  work  and  employed  two  Irish  labourers,  and  it  took  them  three  or 
four  days  to  carry  out  the  water.  We  had  to  bail  it  out  in  pails,  and  carry  it  out,  and 
throw  it  into  the  branch  drain  in  Rosemaiy  Lane.  After  that  I waited  upon  Mr.  Wallace 
the  town  surveyor,  to  ascertain  if  it  was  possible  that  this  house  could  be  drained. 
Mr.  Wallace  was  very  candid  in  the  matter.  He  said,  “ The  branch  drain  in  Rosemary 
“ Lane  is  above  the  level  of  your  cellar.”  “ Well,  but,”  I said,  “ I will  be  at  the  expense  of 
“ carrying  a drain  from  the  cellar  to  the  main  sewer  in  the  Pudding  Chare.”  Mr.  Wallace’s 
reply  was  that  he  was  in  the  same  predicament  with  the  Pudding  Chare  sewer  as  with  the 
branch  sewer,  namely,  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  level  to  take  out  the  water  from' 
the  cellar.  I asked  him  what  I was  to  do  ; and  he  said  perhaps  the  Town  Improvement 
committee  might  take  it  into  their  heads  some  day  during  the  next  two  or  three  years 
to  relay  the  Pudding  Chare  sewer  so  that  it  might  accommodate  the  inhabitants  of  that 
locality.  Since  then,  finding  that  there  was  no  probability  of  any  improvement  there 
I have  got  the  cellar  floor  asphalted,  which  has  cost  me  between  51.  and  6?.,  to  see  if  I 
could  possibly  abate  the  nuisance ; but,  unfortunately,  I am  in  the  same  predicament  as 
before.  It  does  not  come  through  the  asphalte,  but  comes  oozing  out  through  the  walls 
now. 

7123.  On  which  side? — The  backside.  I cannot  trace  any  leakage  from  the  front 
street. 

712-i.  There  is  no  leakage  that  you  know  of  from  the  sewer  in  Rosemary  Lane  ? — No. 

7125.  Then  you  do  not  exactly  know  where  the  leakage  comes  from? — It  evidently 
comes  from  the  back  side,  and  the  side  next  the  public  house,  and  there  is  a small  se^\rer 
from  the  back  yard  going  through  iindeimeath  the  public  house  into  the  Pudding  Chare. 

I have  had  that  cleaned  out  once  since  the  epidemic,  and  got  it  thoroughly  cleansed  and 
relaid  to  avoid  any  water  coming  out  of  that  place,  but  still  it  gets  out  somewhere. 

7126.  From  thence  we  went  down  Rosemary  Lane  ? — Yes. 

7127.  Did  you  collect  the  statistics  which  I asked  you  for? — Yes. 

7128.  What  is  the  number  of  houses  in  Rosemary  Lane? — There  are  sixteen  houses 
altogether. 
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7129.  How  many  inhabitants  ? — 192  individuals  occupied  those  sixteen  houses,  and 
sixteen  died  out  of  the  192  ; that  is  one  in  twelve.  That  is  in  the  whole  of  Rosemary 
Lane. 

7130.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Including  your  own  house  ? — Yes. 

The  tvitness  here  delivered  in  the  following  paper  : 

Popidation  and.  Cholera  Mortality  Return  for  Rosemary  Lane,  in  the  Parish  of 

St.  John,  1853. 


— 

Tenements. 
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_ 
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4 

10 

- 
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1 

5 

6 

- 

„ 14  House  ami  Cottage 

8 

17 

31 

8 

,,  15  House 

6 

9 

29 

2 

55  16  „ - - - 

1 

7 

13 

16 

46 

111 

192 

1 

Houses  occupied  by  single  families  in  the  parish  of  St.  John  - - 410 

Houses  let  into  tenements  -------  412 

Occxipiers  of  one  room  - - - - - - -901 

Occupiers  of  two  rooms  - - - - - - -4 14 


7131.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  know  what  was  the  mortality  of  the  whole  of  St.  John’s 
parish  ? — The  total  mortality  was  229. 

7132.  Out  of  what  population? — Out  of  9,858,  which  is  one  in  every  forty-three. 

7133.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  offer  ? — Nothing  further  than  in  respect  of 
the  Whittle  Dean  Avater.  I am  perfectly  satisfied  that  we  cannot  be  better  supplied  than 
we  are  from  the  Whittle  Dean  Avater.  I drank  the  Whittle  Dean  water  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  epidemic  Avithout  any  disease  befalling  me.  I have  a stand  pipe  in  my  own 
back  yard,  and  I drank  it  even  when  it  Avas  mixed  wdth  the  Tyne  Avater,  and  never  felt 
any  inconvenience  from  it. 

7134.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Did  you  filter  it  before  you  drank  it  ? — No,  I drew  it  fresh  from 
the  tap  and  consumed  it.  I even  was  at  the  expense  of  buying  a filter,  and  only  had  it 
in  use  one  week,  till  my  family  declared  against  it,  and  I was  obliged  to  abandon  it. 

7135.  (My'.  Toivn  Cleric.)  I think  you  say  you  did  not  bring  this  di-ainage  grievance 
before  tlie  Town  Improvement  committee  themselves  ? — No,  but  I waited  upon  the  town 
surveyor  in  two  instances,  and  explained  to  iiim  the  position  that  I was  in,  and  the  anxiety 
that  I felt  to  have  the  place  properly  drained  ; and  when  I left  it  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Wallace,  I thought  that  perhaps  he  might  be  induced  to  lay  it  before  the  committee. 

7136.  (Chaiy'ynayi  to  Mr.  Oliver.)  I think  you  state,  on  behalf  of  the  clerk  to  the  board 
of  guardians,  that  the  cholera  map  to  which  allusion  was  made  by  Dr.  Gavin,  and  which 
was  then  stated  to  be  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  guardians,  has  not  been  completed  ? 
— It  has  not. 

7137.  Did  Ave  rightly  understand  you  to  say,  Avhen  we  saAV  you  in  Gateshead,  that  there 
were  not  sufficient  materials  for  the  preparation  of  that  map,  and  tliat  it  could  not  be 
])repared  ? — It  was  found  impracticable  to  prepare  it,  the  only  existing  plan  being  too 
small  to  show  the  localities  of  the  deaths. 

7138.  The  be.st  map  of  Newcastle  in  existence  was  on  too  small  a scale  to  enable  you 
to  lay  down  the  deaths  as  thickly  as  they  occurred  ? — Exactly  so  ; but  Ave  have  a table 
prepared,  shewing  the  number  of  deaths  in  every  street  and  lane  in  the  town,  and  that  is 
in  the  printer’s  hands  at  present ; in  a few  days  we  shall  have  a number  of  copies 
printed. 

7139.  Does  that  table  also  contain  statements  of  the  population? — It  does,  with  the 
rates  of  mortality  in  each  parish. 


Mr,  H.  Sibbet. 
lOtli  March  1854. 
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Mr.  It,  Warden. 
10th  March  1854. 


Mr.  Robert  Warden,  examined. 


7140.  [Chairman)  You  are  the  foreman  of  some  manufactory  here,  are  you  not  ? — No, 
I am  a mechanic  employed  in  Mr.  Stephenson’s  manufactory,  and  the  object  of  my 
attending  here  at  present  is  to  furnish  you  with  some  evidence  from  the  committee  of 
tlje  Central  Union  of  Benefit  Societies.  A paragraph  appeared  in  the  Nevjcastle  Chronicle 
some  few  weeks  ago,  relative  to  a conversation  wliich  had  taken  place  between 
yourself  and  Mr.  Kerss,  the  secretary  of  that  union,  and  of  which  the  members  of  the 
committee  had  not  been  aware  ; and  at  the  quarterly  meeting  they  came  to  the  decission 
that  the  returns  sought  for  should  be  furnished  by  Mr.  Kerss,  leaving  the  question 
of  any  remuneration  to  Mr.  Kerss  entirely  in  your  liands.  Whether  or  not,  however, 
we  have  now  prepared  those  returns  for  you,  and  shall  be  happy  to  submit  tliem  as 
evidence. 

7141.  You  were  not  present  when  I previously  stated  what  had  happened? — No. 

7142.  Tlie  facts  are  simply  these : Mr.  Kenss  came  to  me,  and  after  giving  me  the 
information  in  outline,  introduced  the  question  of  remuneration.  I asked  him  what  he 
wanted,  and  he  would  not  give  a distinct  answer.  At  last  I stated  that  although  in  an 
inquiry  of  this  kind,  instituted  by  the  Government  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place,  it  would  generally  be  expected  that  tlie  inhabitants,  who  liad  any 
evidence  to  give,  would  tender  it  without  asking  any  pecuniary  remuneration,  still  that  it 
seemed  to  me  quite  fair  that  at  all  events  a person  in  his  rank  of  life  should  lose  no 
money,  owing  to  Ids  having  devoted  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  Commission,  and  that 
we  sliould  be  happy  to  replace  any  sum  of  money  that  he  might  in  that  way  have  lost 
from  applying  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  public,  instead  of  applying  it  to  his  own 
])m-poses.  We  entered  into  detail,  and  he  stated  that  he  had  been  engaged  three  or  four 
days  at  it,  that  he  earned  about  twenty  shillings  a week,  and  after  considerable  hesitation 
that  he  wanted  five  pounds  or  six  pounds  remuneration,  saying,  that  he  had  incurred 
considerable  expenses,  taking  a dro]>  here  and  a dro])  there,  and  so  on.  I said  that  under 
no  circumstances  would  I have  anything  to  do  with  sanctioning  any  such  amount  of  remu- 
neration ; that  it  would  render  me  liable  to  a charge  of  manufacturing  evidence,  and  that 
it  would  utterly  damage  the  value  of  his  evidence  ; whereupon  he  said,  that  in  tliat  case  he 
could  not  be  at  any  further  trouble  or, expense  in  tliat  matter,  but  that  he  would  give  me  what 
information  he  had  already  obtained  for  nothing,  and  on  that  undei-.standing  he  left  me. 
Subsequently,  however,  he  wrote  to  me  to  say  that  on  reconsideration,  he  could  not 
afford  to  do  so  lor  less  than  the  amount  of  remuneration  that  he  had  originally  named, 
and  that  he  hoped  I would  re-consider  my  decision  ; and  from  that  day  to  this  I have 
taken  no  ste])s  in  the  matter? — You  will  understand  then  the  nature  of  my  position. 
When  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  committee  took  place,  they  resolved  that  the  returns 
sliould  be  furnished  to  you  ; they  being  of  opinion  that  they  were  of  essential  importance 
as  tending  to  show  the  excess  of  expenditure  caused  by  the  cholera  amongst  a class  of 
the  community,  namely,  working  men,  and  that  you  might  not  possibly  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  that  information  from  any  other  quarter. 

7143.  We  shall  be  most  happy  to  take  the  evidence  from  you,  if  you  as  chairman  of 
the  Central  Union  of  Benefit  Societies  will  put  it  in  ; but  I confess  that,  after  what  passed 
between  myself  and  Mr.  Kerss,  I am  not  anxious  to  take  any  evidence  from  Mr.  Kerss 
himself  ? — I submit  the  evidence  then.  Mr.  Kerss  has  prepared  it. 

7144.  What  is  the  number  of  benefit  societies  included  in  your  central  union  ?^ — The 
number,  I believe,  for  the  present  year,  is  138,  but  we  have  obtained  returns  from  210 
societie.s.  We  were  not  particular  as  to  whether  they  were  enrolled  in  the  central  union  or 
not ; our  sole  object  was  to  endeavour  to  obtain  as  correct  a return,  and  from  as  many 
societies  as  possible. 

7145.  Are  there  as  many  as  210  benefit  societies  in  Newcastle  and  Gateshead? — There 
are  more  than  that ; we  have  not  been  able  to  get  returns  from  all. 

7146.  Bateman)  How  many  more  do  you  think  there  are? — I should  say,  in 
round  numbers,  there  are  at  least  thirty  or  forty  more. 

7147.  That  would  make,  in  the  whole,  about  250  benefit  societies  in  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead? — Yes.  A gentleman  here  goes  above  me;  he  says  there  are  one  hundred 
more. 

7148.  {Chairman)  Have  you  a statement  of  the  number  of  members  enrolled  in  your 

1 38  societies  ? — We  have.  Perhaps  I may  state  that  the  manner  in  which  the  return 

has  been  made  out  is  this  : We  have  got  the  names  of  the  societies,  the  number  of  their 
members,  and  the  amounts  paid  during  the  months  of  September,  October,  November, 
and  December  1853.  We  have  summed  up  the  gross  amount,  or  the  total  expenditure, 
which  we  can  give  to  you.  The  name  of  the  secretary  is  also  given,  but  that  is  of  no 
consequence,  I presume  ; it  is  a mere  matter  of  form. 

7149.  Do  you  put  in  this  table  as  evidence? — Yes. 

7150.  The  details  from  which  it  has  been  compiled  having  been  furnished  to  you  by 
the  secretaries  of  each  of  the  societies  as  correct  ? — Yes. 
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A Table  of  the  Expenditure  of  Benefit  Societies  in  Neivcastle  and  Gateshead,  ^vith  the 
Number  of  Members  for  the  folloiving  years,  ending  in  A ugust  in  each  year. 


Years. 

No.  of  Societies 
Enrolled  in  Union. 

No.  of  Members. 

Sick  and  E\ineral  Monies 
J'ixiiended. 

£ 

d. 

1845 

91 

2,462 

910 

19 

10 

1846 

66 

3,173 

1,326 

10 

0 

1847 

75 

4,625 

1,906 

9 

9 

1848 

91 

5,444 

2,541 

1 

7 

1849 

115 

6,569 

3,803 

12 

6 

1850 

111 

6,139 

2,796 

4 

10 

1851 

111 

5,724 

2,394 

9 

11 

1852 

132 

5,307 

2,304 

4 

7 

1853 

138 

/ oo 

2486 

8 

11 

For  the  four 

months,  Septcrabt 

3r,  October,  No- 

vember,  and  December,  1853,  including  the 

cholera  time, 

210  Societies,  consisting  of  9,797  members,  paid 

4,189 

1 

5 

24,659 

3 

4 

Mr.  R.  Warden. 
10th  March  1854. 


7151.  We  cannot,  I see,  accurately  compare  the  expenditures  of  the  several  periods 
mentioned  in  this  table,  because  the  numbers  of  the  societies  in  each  jmar  enrolled  in  the 
central  union  and  of  their  members  varies  very  considerably  ; but  I notice  that  the 
expenditure  seems  to  vary  pretty  much  according  to  the  numbers  of  the  members  ? — The 
greatest  expenditure  there  set  down  for  any  whole  year  is  for  1849,  when  the  greatest 
number  of  members  also  is  recorded,  3,803^.  having  been  spent  by  and  among  6,569 
members.  The  next  greatest  expenditure  also  took  place  when  the  next  greatest 
number  of  members  was  enrolled,  viz.,  in  1850,  when  2,796?.  was  expended  among  6,139 
members ; while  in  the  four  several  years,  1848,  1851,  1852,  and  1853,  during  which  the 
number  of  members  was  lower,  and  fluctuated  between  5,755  and  5,307,  the  expenditure 
was  also  lower,  and  fluctuated  between  2,541/.  and  2,304?. 

7152.  We  will  assume,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  coming  to  a rough  conclusion,  that,  in 
the  twelve  months  between  August  1852  and  August  1853,  the  expenditure  of  all  the 
benefit  societies  varied  with  the  number  of  their  members  : on  which  assumption  would 
follow  that,  as  the  nearly  5,800  members  of  the  138  enrolled  societies  spent  in  that  time 
nearly  2,500?.,  the  nearly  9,800  members  ol  the  210  enrolled  and  uiienrolled  societies 
must  have  spent  about  4,200?.  in  the  same  twelve  months  ? — I dare  say  you  are  right. 

7153.  But  then  also  those  210  societies  actually  spent  4,189?.  among  their  9,797 
members  in  the  last  four  months  of  1853  ? — Yes. 

7154.  Whence  would  appear  that  they  actually  spent  very  nearly  as  much  in  the  last  four 
months  of  1853  as,  according  to  our  computation,  they  are  likely  to  liave  spent  in  the 
whole  twelve  months  preceding  ? — 8o  it  would  seem. 

7155.  Whereas,  in  those  four  months,  being  but  the  third  of  a twelvemonth  (if  we 
assume  the  expenditure  to  be  ])retty  much  the  same  in  all  seasons  of  the  year),  they 
ought  only  to  have  expended  the  third  of  4,200?.,  or  1,400?.? — Yes,  according  to  that 
way  of  calculating. 

7156.  And  consequently,  as  they  ought  (according  to  our  computation)  to  have  spent 
only  1 ,400?.  in  an  average  four  months,  and  did  actually  spend  nearly  4,200?.  in  the  last 
four  months  of  1853,  including  the  period  of  the  late  cholera  epidemic,  we  may  roughly 
set  down  2,800?.  as  the  i)ecuniary  loss  to  those  210  societies  and  its  members,  from  the 
late  outbreak  of  cholera  .'' — Yes.  I am  reminded,  however,  tliat  there  are  some  societies 
comprising  a great  number  of  members,  from  whom  we  have  not  received  returns,  so  that 
the  total  loss  would  be  greater. 

7157.  ^Au  have  got  returns  from  the  most  important  ones,  I suppose  ? — I should  think 
we  have,  but  still  there  are  societies  comprising  a large  number  on  their  book.s,  from  whom 
we  have  received  no  returns. 

71 58.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Of  course  you  can  form  no  estimate  as  to  the  expenditure  by 
them  ? — No,  not  without  some  better  information  than  I at  present  possess. 

7159.  Taking  the  2,800?.  as  the  apparent  excess  during  the  four  months  of  the  cholera, 
that  would,  however,  l)e  considerably  under  the  actual  expense  of  all  the  benefit  societies 
on  that  head  ? — I believe  several  of  those  societies  were  so  far  exhausted  that  they  have 
not  yet  recovered  from  it.  "^'ou  will  be  aware  that  they  continue  in  existence  for  twelve 
months  generally,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  divide  tlie  profits,  and  commence  a new 
year.  Some  of  them,  liowever,  I know  I am  correct  in  saying,  are  even  now  paying  up 
tlie  debt  winch  they  have  incurred  during  the  time  of  the  cholera,  and  some  of  them  have 
ceased  to  exist  altogether. 

7160.  {Chairman)  Were  you  a member  of  the  Working  Man’s  Sanitary  Association 
in  1847  ? — I was  ; I was  secretaiy  of  the  association  for  some  time. 
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7161.  Did  you  pay  atteutioii  to  the  condition  of  the  town  at  that  time,  especially  as 
regards  the  dwellings  of  your  fellow  workmen  ? — I did. 

7162.  Witli  reference,  then,  to  the  habits  of  the  working  classes  hei-e  generally, 
supposing  you  were  to  take  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  here,  and  to  put  them  into 
good  condition  this  day — I mean,  to  provide  their  houses  with  proper  privy,  ash-pit,  and 
other  domestic  accommodation — and  to  cleanse  and  puidfy  them  to-day,  what  would  be 
the  state  of  those  houses  generally,  say  a month  hence  ? — I am  aware  that  several 
instances  might  be  adduced  of  a good  deal  of  apathy  in  respect  of  such  matters  on  the 
jjart  of  the  working  classes.  Tliere  are  some  such  instances  ; but  I should  think,  speaking- 
general  ly,  that  you  would  6nd  them  pay  attention  to  their  own  comfort  and  cleanliness, 
and  to  the  means  which  they  had  at  their  disposal  for  keeping  those  places  cleanly  and  in 
oi-der. 

7163.  Some  of  them,  you  say,  would  be  filthy  again  before  long? — Some  of  them 
would,  no  doubt,  but  not  speaking  generally. 

7164.  Would  it,  in  your  judgment,  be  a large  proportion  ? — No. 

7165.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Are  you  spealdng  of  the  native  population  of  the  place? — I 
s]ieak  of  the  native  population  genei-ally. 

7166.  {Mr.  Town  Glerh)  Do  you  speak  of  the  imported  Iri.sh  as  well  as  of  the  native 
population? — No.  I confine  my  remarks  principally  to  the  native  population.  I may 
state  that,  during  an  inspection  which  I made  of  the  town  in  connection  with  the 
Working  Maids  Sanitary  Association  in  1847,  and  again  in  1849,  I found  that,  in  a good 
many  cases,  in  fact  in  the  majority  of  cases,  where  facilities  presented  themselves  for 
working  men  or  their  families  keeping  themselves  cleanly  and  in  order,  they  took 
advantage  of  those  facilities  ; but  where  the  district  happened  to  be  a filthy  one,  of 
course  I could  hardly  expect  it. 

7167.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  found  a sensible  effect  upon  the  internal  condition  of  their 
dwellings  produced  by  the  external  condition  of  the  premises  around  them  ? — Yes. 

7168.  {Chairman)  Speaking  of  the  working  men  of  the  town  as  a body,  do  you  think 
that  any  considei-able  propoi'tion  of  them  feel  an  interest  in  sanitary  questions,  and  are 
aware  of  the  bearing  of  them  generally  ? — I think  a considerable  jiortion  of  them  are  ; 
and  I reason  so  from  the  fact  of  the  association,  with  which  I was  connected  at  one  time, 
having  numbered  about  300  members,  although  we  had  but  a small  place  of  meeting, 
and  had  a very  small  library  of  books  at  the  time. 

7169.  Do  you  think  that  a considerable  number  of  the  working  population  are  alive 
to  the  evils  resulting  from  the  existing  state  of  things  ? — They  are.  I hear  numerous 
complaints  made  by  them  every  day  of  the  evils  which  they  are  compelled  to  suffer  in 
con.sequence  of  the  accumulations  of  refuse  of  vai-ious  kinds  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
dwellings,  and  of  the  great  difficulty  which  they  experience  in  getting  them  removed. 
There  is  no  possibility  often  of  having  them  removed,  and  they  always  have  to  do  so  at 
their  own  expense. 

7170.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instances  in  which  bodies  of  the  labouring  population 
have  made  any  representations  to  the  local  authorities  upon  these  points  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  any  instances  of  bodies  of  them  having  done  so,  but  I liave  had  complaints 
made  by  indivdduals  to  myself,  while  officiating  as  secretary  to  the  Working  Man’s 
Sanitary  Association,  of  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  and  the  district  in  which  they 
lived. 

7171.  I mean  deputations  of  any  numbers  of  them  to  any  of  the  local  authorities  ? — 
I was  a member  of  one  such  deputation  myself,  which  waited  upon  the  authorities  ot 
the  town. 

7172.  At  what  time  might  that  be? — In  1848,  I think. 

7173.  What  was  the  object  of  tlie  deputation  ?— The  object  was  to  represent  to  the 
authorities  the  necessity  of  using  some  means  to  complete  the  drainage  or  render  the 
drainage  more  efficient ; and  the  reason,  principally,  that  we  took  an  intei-est  in  the 
matter  was  that  there  was  a great  number  of  our  fellow  workmen  at  the  time  unem- 
ployed and  out  of  work,  and  we  thought  it  a good  opportunity  for  employing  them  in  a 
labour  of  that  kind. 

7174.  Were  you  one  of  the  same  deputation  to  which  Mr.  Currie  alluded  ? — I was. 

7175.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  than  that  one  ; he  alluded  to  one  such  deputation 
and  to  one  meeting  in  the  Guildhall  ; do  you  know  of  any  other  instance  ? — I was  a 
member  of  another  deputation  which  met  some  of  the  authorities,  not  in  the  council 
chamber,  but  in  a room  at  the  foot  of  the  Side,  which  was  then  used  for  holding  the 
meetings  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association. 

7176.  Do  you  remember  about  what  time  that  meeting  was  ? — It  was  about  1847,  the 
one  that  I now  speak  of,  and  for  the  purpose  of  representing  to  some  of  the  authorities 
who  were  there  present,  although  it  was  not  a meeting  composed  entirely  of  the  autho- 
rities, the  necessity  of  taking  some  efficient  steps  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor  generally. 

7177.  But  since  1848  you  do  not  know  of  any  such?— I do  not  know  of  any  deputa- 
tions which  have  waited  upon  the  authorities  since  1848. 

7178.  About  that  time,  say  1847-8,  the  railway  company  were  effecting  a considerable 
destruction  of  houses  then  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes,  and  I would  ask  your  opinion 
upon  this  point.  A certain  number  having  then  been  destroyed,  do  you  think  that  an 
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equal  or  greater  number  of  houses,  suitable  for  the  habitation  of  the  labouring  classes, 
has  since  been  built  within  the  old  municipal  borough? — I think  that  the  destruction  of 
property  which  took  place  at  that  time  tended  to  tliro  w a great  many  of  tliose  individuals 
out  of  houses  of  the  kind  which  was  convenient  for  them  ; ju'obably  more  convenient, 
although  situated  in  a bad  locality  ; and,  in  fact,  I am  positive  I may  say  more  convenient, 
than  those  which  they  now  inhabit.  Houses  of  a like  description  to  the  same  numbei', 
or  anything  like  it,  have  not  since  been  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  working 
classes,  and  I think  they  have  suffered  considerably  in  consequence,  and  that  overcrowding 
is  taking  place  to  a very  great  extent  from  the  Avant  of  accommodation  consequent  ripon 
the  removal. 

7179.  Do  you  think  that  the  amount  of  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes 
at  the  time  of  the  epidemic  in  1853  was  greater  or  less,  proportionately,  than  it  had  been 
in  1847  ? — I believe  it  was  less. 

7180.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  think  there  was  more  overcrowding  in  1853  than  there  was 
at  any  previous  period  ? — I think  so. 

7181.  {Chairman.)  Just  at  the  time  of  the  railway  operations  there  would  have  been 
a great  temporary  overcrowding,  no  doubt,  from  the  railway  labourers  who  were  brouglit 
into  the  town,  the  masons,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

7182.  Exit  taking  the  time  just  anterior  to  the  coming  in  and  going  away  again  of  all 
those  railway  labourers,  you  think  that  the  overcrowding  in  1853  was  greater  than  it  had 
been  some  six  or  seven  years  before  ? — I should  say  it  was  equal,  if  not  greater  at  all 
events,  greater  I should  say. 

7183.  Have  any  considerable  proportion  of  those  who  were  dispossessed  of  their  houses 
in  the  borough  been  obliged  to  go  into  the  suburbs  to  find  accommodation  ? — There  are  a 
good  many  of  them  that  have  had  to  do  so,  and  the  want  of  proper  accommodation  for 
workmen  in  the  vicinity  of  these  manufactories  is  somewhat  felt ; they  have  a considerable 
distance  in  some  cases  to  go  to  obtain  a house  in  any  way  fit  for  them. 

7184.  All  who  were  dispossessed  of  their  habitations  in  the  borough  then  were  not 
crowded  into  the  houses  already  in  the  borough,  some  will  ha^m  gone  out  into  the  suburbs? 
— They  have.  Speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  houses  at  that  time  I maystate  that  during 
one  of  the  years  to  which  I allude,  namely  1849,  the  town  was  visited  by  Mr.  Eawlinson 
of  the  Board  of  Health  ; and  a deputation  of  the  Working  Man's  Sanitary  Association 
waited  upon  that  gentleman  and  presented  a report  to  him.  The  substance  of  that  report 
you  will  find  in  a newspaper  of  the  time  {handivg  the  so, me  to  the  Commissioners). 

7185.  Were  you  one  of  the  committee  who  presented  that  report  ? — I was. 

7186.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Who  composed  the  report  for  them  ? — Mr.  Rennie ; he  was  a 
member  of  the  W orking  Man’s  Sanitary  Association. 

7187.  {Chairman)  And  he  and  you  presented  the  report? — Yes. 

7188.  {Mr.  Tovm  Clerk)  Is  Mr.  Rennie  here?— He  is  not  here,  he  was  treasurer  of  that 
association. 

7189.  {Chairman)  Do  you  remember  whether  these  parts  of  the  densely  populated 
districts,  which  were  then  alluded  to  as  very  deficient  in  sanitary  regulations,  were  parts 
inhabited  by  the  members  of  the  society  themselves,  and  which  they  spoke  of  from 
personal  knowledge  ? — Part  of  them  were ; many  of  them  lived  in  the  districts  to  which 
they  spoke. 

7190.  Do  you  i-emember  what  particular  districts  were  thus  alluded  to? — The  western 
suburb  principally,  I think.  Buckingham  Street,  Tindal  Street,  Blenheim  Street, 
Blandford  Street,  and  the  streets  in  that  vicinity.  A great  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  lived  there. 

7191 . What  improvement  has  taken  place  in  that  locality  since  ? — I believe  Buckingham 
Street  has  been  paved  since  then,  and  probably  Blandford  Street  has  been  partly  paved 
since  then,  if  not  altogether.  The  only  difference  whicn  I can  recollect  is  in  the  paving 
of  the  district  ; it  is  somewhat  better  paved  than  it  was  at  that  time,  but  the  house 
accommodation  is  in  no  way  improved. 

7192.  And  they  have  got  no  additional  privies  or  ash-pits? — None  that  I am 
aware  of. 

7193.  Are  the  privies  and  ash-pits  generally  kept  in  a better  condition  than  they  used 
to  be  ? — I cannot  see  a great  deal  of  difference.  I have  an  opportunity  of  course  of  being 
in  districts  inhabited  by  my  fellow  workmen,  and  I find  that  at  all  events  there  is  an 
e(iual  want  of  accommodation.  They  are  equally  tardy  in  removing  those  nuisances 
now  as  they  were  at  that  time. 

7194.  Are  the  streets  better  scavenged  tlian  they  were? — Yes;  I think  generally 
speaking  they  are. 

7195.  What  is  tlie  state  of  the  interior  of  the  dwellings  ; are  they  cleaner  and  more 
wholesome  than  they  used  to  be? — Not  much. 

7196.  I mean  the  ])assages,  staircases,  and  so  on? — No. 

7197.  They  have  not  been  very  frequently  whiteAvashed  and  purified,  have  they  ? — In 
some  districts  ; but  not  in  that  district  to  which  I allude,  the  western  suburb. 

7198.  In  the  otlier  districts  to  Avhich  you  allude,  on  Avhat  occasions  have  you  known 
them  to  be  whitewashed  and  purified  and  put  in  order? — I do  not  recollect  any  instance 
in  which  there  was  a general  whitewashing  of  a district. 
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7H)9.  But  of  the  worst  houses  in  a district  or  in  a street? — I believe  during  the 
worst  of  the  last  epidemic  there  were  some  instances,  but  not  generally.  Some  landlords 
did  so. 

7200.  Between  the  cholera  visitation  of  1849  and  the  cholera  visitation  of  1853,  can 
you  remember  any  instances  in  which,  to  your  knowledge,  half  a dozen  houses  were 
whitewashed  and  purified  and  made  clean  and  wholesome  ? — I cannot  call  to  my 
recollection  any  in  that  district. 

7201.  In  Pandon  and  Sandgate,  or  any  other  district,  can  you  remember  any  houses 
which  were  purified  and  whitewashed  between  the  cholera  visitation  of  1849  and  the 
cholera  visitation  of  1853  ? — No,  I cannot. 

7202.  The  only  instances,  as  I understand  you,  in  Avhich  you  do  remember  such 
whitewashing  and  purifying,  Avere  under  the  pressure  (.f  an  epidemic  ? — Yes. 

7203.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  You  do  not  go  much  into  Sandgate  or  Pandon,  do  you  ?—  It 
is  a district  that  I have  had  occasion  to  go  through  very  frequently. 

7204.  [Chairman)  Has  “ the  ventilation  of  the.se  districts,”  of  which  you  complained, 
Avith  respect  to  “ the  admission  of  light  and  air,”  been  very  materially  improved  ? — No  ; 
I think  not. 

7205.  And  hoAV  is  it  noAV,  as  to  “the  accumulations  of  filth  and  refuse  of  every 
“ description  in  the  streets  and  yards”  of  Avhich  you  here  speak  1 — There  is  not  such  an 
accumulation  of  filth  in  the  streets,  in  consequence  of  some  of  them,  as  1 previously 
stated,  having  been  paved  ; but  the  condition  of  the  yards  is  not  much  improved. 

7206.  Yards  and  entries,  Avhich  are  not  public  higliAvays  and  public  thoroughfares? — 
They  are  not  much  improved.  There  are  accumulations  of  refuse  of  various  kinds 
there. 

7207.  Then  you  allude  to  “ certain  neAV  streets  which  present  outAvardly  a more  neat 
“ appearance  ;”  but  you  say  that  “ the  internal  arrangements  ” for  ashes,  refuse,  and  so 
on,  “ are  bad  and  detrimental  to  health.”  Has  any  material  improvement  that  you 
knoAv  of  taken  place  in  those  respects  I — I should  say  there  is  not  much  improvement 
there ; and  from  this  circumstance,  that  a good  many  of  the  houses  in  those  streets 
Avhich  at  that  time  Avere  occupied  by  single  families  are  now  let  out  as  tenemented 
houses. 

7208.  They  have  passed  from  the  condition  of  self-contained  houses  to  that  of 
tenemented  liouses.  You  then  make  allusions  to  the  kitchens  being  “several  feet  below 
“ the  level  of  the  street,  and  consequently  damp  and  unhealthy.”  Have  you  known 
many  of  those  cellar  kitchens  to  be  shut  up  and  closed  as  unfit  for  dwelling-places?  — 
There  have  been  some  in  the  eastern  di.strict  of  the  toAvn,  but  I do  not  know  of  any  in 
the  Avestern. 

7209.  I mean  previously  to  the  late  outbreak  of  cholei’a? — No,  I do  not  know  of  any 
that  Avere  closed  up  as  unfit  for  habitation  previously. 

7210.  At  the  end  of  this  report  the  committee  of  the  Working  Man’s  Sanitary  and 
Mutual  ImproA''ement  Society  suggest  the  propriety  of  converting  some  buildings  in  the 
toAvn  into  lodging-houses,  similar  to  those  Avhich  have  been  productive  of  so  much  good  in 
London,  termed  model  lodging-houses  ; has  anything  of  that  kind  been  carried  out  ? 
— No. 

7211.  Are  you  stiU  of  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  for  the  working  classes 
generally  to  have  liad  such  lodging-houses  provided  for  them  if  possible  ? — Speaking  from 
my  own  personal  experience  and  my  knoAvledge  of  many  of  them  with  whom  I have  had 
an  opportunity  of  conversing,  I should  say  that  they  Avould  have  taken  advantage  of  such 
a building  as  that  had  it  been  constructed. 

7212.  Would  they  have  been  content  to  pay  a little  higher  rent  to  get  a healthier 
habitation  ? — Yes,  they  Avoid d. 

7213.  You  spoke  just  noAv  of  your  haAung  a difficulty  in  getting  ash-pits  and  privies 
emptied  and  accumulations  and  so  on  removed;  has  that  difficulty  been  felt  seriously? 
— Working  in  an  extensive  manufactoiy  Avhere  so  many  men  are  employed,  I speak  with- 
out exaggeration  when  I say  that  there  is  hardly  a week  but  what  I hear  some  of  my 
felloAv  workmen  making  complaints  of  the  inability  Avhich  they  have  of  getting  those 
places  cleaned  out  and  removed. 

7214.  They  do  not  know  any  parties  to  Avhom  to  epply  officially  to  get  the  thing  done  ? 
— They  do  not.  1 may  state  that  some  of  them,  who  Avere  aware  that  I was  about  to  be 
present  here,  said  that  they  hoped  I Avould  advert  particularly  to  the  fact  of  the  great 
inconvenience  which  they  suffered  from  the  circumstance  of  those  places  being  in  such  a 
bad  condition. 

7215.  You  Avill  be  glad  to  hear  Avhat  Mr.  Wallace  has  stated  to  us  in  evidence  already, 
that  they  are  noAV  preparing  to  carry  out  a comprehensive  .system  Avhich,  no  doubt,  will 
act  beneficially  in  that  respect  ? — I am  very  happy  to  hear  it,  for  it  is  one  of  the  great 
evils  Avhich  Ave  working  men  have  to  suffer.  We  are  Avilling  to  pay  for  those  things,  but 
Ave  sometimes  cannot  get  them  done  anyhoAv. 

7216.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  Avhich  you  Avould  like  to  make  any  observation, 
Avater,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? — With  regard  to  the  Avater  I may  state  that  during  the 
time  of  the  cholera,  and  in  fact  liefore,  Ave  AA^ere  not  in  the  habit,  in  that  particular  depart- 
ment in  Avhich  I am  employed  in  the  manufactory,  of  making  use  of  it ; we  could  not 
make  use  of  it. 
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7217.  Do  you  ordinarily  use  the  Whittle  Dean  water  there? — Yes,  it  is  supplied  to  the 
manufactory,  and  we  commonly  use  it. 

7218.  But  during  the  last  summer,  a,s  you  said,  for  some  time  heforo  and  during  the 
epidemic  you  did  not  use  it  ? — No,  we  sent  out  of  the  manuhictory  to  obtain  water  to 
drink  ; we  were  allowed  to  do  so. 

7219.  What  objections  did  you  see  to  the  water? — The  objections  that  the  men  had  to 
it  commonly  were  that  they  con.sidered  that  botli  the  taste  and  the  smell  were  so 
particularly  disagreeable  that  it  was  unfit  to  drink.  None  of  the  workmen  would  use  it 
if  they  possibly  could  help  it. 

7220.  Did  you  ever  smell  anything  offensive  about  it  younself? — Yes,  that  it  had  a 
peculiar  smell. 

7221.  Was  it  offensive  as  well  as  peculiar  ? — Yes,  offensive,  nauseous. 

7222.  Could  you  form  any  judgment  as  to  what  that  smell  arose  from? — I Avas  given 
to  understand  that  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company  Avere  drawing  a certain  supply  of 
water  from  the  Tyne,  and  knoAving  the  source  from  which  they  derived  it  I concluded 
that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  abominable  condition  of  the  river  at  the  place  from  Avhich 
it  was  drawn. 

7223.  (Mr.  Bateman?)  Did  you  ever  at  any  previous  time  see  the  Avater  in  a similar 
condition,  or  Avas  your  objection  to  it  confined  to  last  summer  only  ? — There  Avas  one  time 
before,  I forget  how  long  it  is  ago,  but  I recollect  one  time  Avhen  it  AAms  particularly  dis- 
coloured, not  so  highly  coloured  however  as  it  Avas  during  last  summer,  nor  was  the  smell 
equally  offensive  ; there  AAms  no  smell  at  all  in  feet  before. 

7224.  (Chairman)  Did  you  ever  perceiA^e  anything  offensive  to  the  smell  before?  — 
Never  till  last  summer. 

7225.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Where  do  you  live  yourself? — I liAm  in  Gateshead  myself  at 
present. 

7226.  Did  you  at  the  time  of  the  cholera  ? — I lived  in  Gateshead  at  the  time  of  the 
cholera. 

7227.  Did  you  find  the  Avater  bad  at  your  OAAm  house  during  that  period? — Yes,  just 
the  same. 

7228.  (Chairman)  Did  jmu  notice  the  smell  at  the  manufactory  in  NcAvcastle  as  Avell 
as  in  Gateshead  ? — Yes. 

7229.  Did  you  notice  any  difference  betAveen  the  quality  of  thcAvater  in  NeAvcastle  and 
in  Gateshead  ? — I did  not  perceive  any. 

7230.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Referring  to  the  expenditure  of  the  benefit  societies,  does  this  sum 
to  the  end  of  the  year  represent  the  Avhole  charge  Avhich  has  come  upon  the  benefit 
societies  so  far  as  they  are  here  included  ? — Y es. 

7231.  (Chairman)  This  heading  of  “ sick  and  funeral  money  ” includes  all  your 
expenses  ? — Yes. 

7232.  You  pay  a man  so  much  a week  when  sick  and  unable  to  Avork  ; and  you  also 
pay  so  much  for  each  funeral,  and  that  includes  the  whole  of  your  expenses  ? — Yes,  the 
whole. 

7233.  The  210  societies  have  had  no  expenses  Avhich  are  not  represented  there  ? — Not 
that  I am  aAvare  of. 

7234.  (3Ir.  Bateman)  Does  this  paper  include  the  expenses  only  of  the  individual 
members,  or  of  their  wives  and  their  children  also  ? — It  includes  any  member  of  the 
family  who  may  have  died.  When  a man  is  a member  of  one  of  those  societies  he  is 
allowed  4/.  for  his  OAvn  funeral  money,  Zl.  for  his  Avife,  and  20s.  for  a child  under  14  yem’s 
of  age. 

7235.  And  attendance  for  sickness  to  every  member  of  his  femilj^  ? — No,  no  medical 
attendance. 

7236.  Merely  for  the  funerals  of  the  members  of  his  family? — Merely  tliat. 

7237-  Any  sum  for  medical  attendance  to  himself  ? — He  has  generally  five  shillings  a 
week  alloAved  him  for  thirteen  Aveeks. 

7238.  For  medical  attendance? — He  may  dispose  of  it  as  he  thinks  proper,  but  that  is 
paid  to  him ; it  is  the  allowance  given  to  him  in  consequence  of  sickness. 

7239.  (Chairman)  In  consequence  of  being  sick  and  unable  to  Avork  you  give  him  a 
certain  sum  for  so  many  tveeks  ? — Yes,  thirteen  Aveeks  at  five  shillings,  thirteen  Aveeks  at 
two  shillings  and  sixpence,  I believe,  and  twenty-six  at  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

7240.  And  he  may  spend  that  Aveekly  allowance  in  obtaining  medical  attendance  or  in 
any  other  Avay  he  pleases  ? — Yes. 

7241.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Then  this  is,  in  fact,  merely  the  cost  of  the  funerals  of  members’ 
families  and  of  the  Aveekly  alloAvances  to  members  themselves  Avhen  absent  from  Avork  on 
account  of  sickness  ? — Yes  ; but  I may  state  that  the  charge  for  sickness  during  this  last 
year  has  been  trifling  compared  with  deaths. 

72  42.  (Chairman)  You  couhl  get  medicine  gratis  from  any  dispensary  or  any  parochial 
surgeon  ? — Yes. 

7243.  (3Ir.  Toivn  Clerh.)  You  spoke  of  the  OA’crcroAvding  in  1853  being  greater  than  in 
1847.  To  Avhat  particular  districts  of  the  toAvn  did  yc>u  refer  Avhen  you  so  expressed 
yourself? — The  Avestern  ])art  of  the  town  particularly. 

7244.  In  Marlborough  Street,  and  the  Westgate  toAvnship  ? — Yes,  about  there. 
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Mr.  R.  IVarden.  7245.  (Chaiomcm.)  When  you  said  that  you  thought  that  the  overcrowding  was  greater 
did  you  speak  entirely  of  the  suburbs,  such  as  Westgate? — I should  say  the  overcrowding 
10th  March  1854.  would  be  probably  in  more  districts  than  one  ; but  I speak  more  particularly  of  tlnd. 
district. 


T.  Gray,  Esq.  Thomas  Gbay,  Esq.,  examined. 

7246.  iGhairrojcm.)  You  are  an  old  resident  in  this  town,  are  you  not  ? — Yes,  I was 
born  here. 

7247.  And  you  are  now  a member  of  the  town  council  ? — Yes. 

7248.  Did  you  interest  yourself  much  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  Bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  town  last  year,  1853  ? — Yes  ; in  1852  it  was  drawn  up. 

7249.  And  brought  in  in  1853  ? — Yes. 

7250.  There  are  one  or  two  clauses  with  reference  to  the  history  of  which  we  should 
like  to  hear  if  you  have  anything  to  state.  Tliere  was  one  clause,  the  56th  clause  of  the 
Bill,  which  proposed  to  enact  that  no  house  should  be  built,  or  even  occupied,  in  streets 
narrower  than  thirty  feet,  with  a clear  twenty  feet  opening  at  either  end.  The  24th 
section  of  the  Act,  however,  as  distinguished  from  tlie  Bill  of  1853,  wholly  omits  the 
words  “ or  occupied,”  and  reduces  tlie  number  of  feet  from  thirty  to  twenty,  and  from 
twenty  to  fifteen,  and  altogether  spoils  what  was  a very  stringent  and  valuable  clause. 
Can  you  tell  us  how  that  came  to  pass,  or  why  ? — There  was  such  an  amount  of  discussion 
on  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  both  in  the  public  meetings  and  in  the  council,  that  I 
cannot  at  present  charge  my  memoiy  whetlier  that  alteration  was  made  by  the  town 
council,  or  whether  it  was  afterwards  made  in  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Mr.  Bouverie.  If  my  impression  is  right,  I think  it  was  made  in  the  council,  but  I cannot 
at  the  present  moment  cliarge  my  memory  with  it. 

7251.  It  is  a matter  which  would  have  struck  you  as  doing  a serious  damage  to  your 
favourite  child? — No  doubt  of  it ; tliere  was  a great  deal  of  damage  done  to  it. 

7252.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  There  was  a great  deal  of  discussion  upon  that  clause? — Yes, 
it  was  discussed  very  much. 

7253.  And  altered  in  both  places,  as  far  as  I recollect? — I cannot  precisely  say  where 
the  final  alteration  was  made.  It  certainly  was  discussed  in  both  places  ; bnt  I think,  if 
I remember  rightly,  that  it  was  altered  in  the  council. 

7254.  {Chairman.)  Are  you  still  of  opinion  tliat  it  would  have  been  desirable  to  get 
such  a clau.se  enforced  in  this  town  ? — Clearly  so. 

7255.  Do  you  generally  remember  the  circumstances  under  which  some  others  of  the 
more  powerful  clauses  of  the  original  Bill  were  reduced  to  less  powerful  and  less  strin- 
gent ones  in  the  Act  of  1853  ?—  I have  a general  very  distinct  recollection. 

7256.  Will  you  state  what  the  circumstances  were? — In  the  first  place  the  Bill 
embodied  many  police  clauses,  which  excited  the  angry  feelings  of  some  parties,  and  were 
made  use  of  by  others  as  a }>ower  for  creating  an  agitation  against  the  whole  Bill.  I am 
speaking  relative  to  the  Bill  when  it  was  first  published.  Then  in  the  compilation  of 
that  Bill  a part  of  the  Edinburgh  Act  was  taken,  empowering  the  corporation  to  erect 
slaughter-houses,  and  to  make  other  erections,  which  created  a strong  feeling  in  another 
part  of  the  community.  Then  we  had  no  power  in  any  former  Acts  to  rate  the  tene- 
mented  property,  the  state  of  which  is  the  cause  of  so  much  complaint ; and  I presume 
under  the  old  corporation  it  never  paid  rates. 

{Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  No. 

{Mr.  Gray.)  In  my  knowledge  this  property  never  paid  rate,  though  it  produces  about 
60,000Z.  rental.  The  owners  of  that  property  thought  it  would  be  a hardship  ; that  was 
another  party  that  opposed  me.  The  Bill  also  proposed  to  take  in  Westgate  and  the 
other  townships,  over  which  we  had  no  power.  There  was  a misunderstanding  at  first 
about  that  too  ; but  after  it  was  properly  explained,  I may  say  that  the  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  saw  the  necessity  of  the  charge.  These  townships  were  wished  to  be 
taken  in,  and  as  I thought,  and  the  bulk  of  the  council  thought,  in  a very 
fair  way ; not  as  the  Health  of  Towns  Act  proposed  to  take  them  in,  namely, 
that  whether  agricultural  or  otherwise  they  should  be  charged  with  the  full  rates  of  the 
borough,  but  we  first  proposed  to  make  them  subject  to  the  clauses  for  paving 
the  streets,  and  that  then,  as  the  town  advanced  into  the  country,  by  a resolution  of 
the  council  they  should  be  subject  to  the  whole  of  the  rates.  That  was  got  over ; but 
tlie  aggregate  of  these  misunderstandings  or  complaints  created  a powerful  ferment, 
aided  also  by  the  exertions  of  one  individual  in  particular,  who  took  the  pains  of  sending 
a circular  round  and  garbling  what  I consider  one  very  important  feature  of  the  Bill,  which 
was  that  as  far  as  possible  every  charge  should  be  made  by  a rate,  so  that  it  should  go  through 
the  ordeal,  first  of  all,  of  whether  the  measure  was  necessaiy  or  not,  and  then  afterwards 
the  more  trying  one,  which  a man  always  finds  made  a personal  one  when  he  has  to 
appeal  to  his  constituents  about  it,  namely,  touching  their  pockets.  I thought  it  was  a 
good  sound  principle  of  direct  taxation.  It  was  made  to  appear  that  the  corporation 
were  wishing  to  erect  buildings  for  certain  tradesmen  at  the  cost  of  the  whole  community, 
setting  aside  entirely  the  benefit  that  these  buildings,  namely  slaughter-houses,  would 
create.  The  result  of  all  this  was  that  we  had  several  very  long  discussions  in  the  council 
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itself.  1 think  we  had  three  meetings  of  the  public  in  the  conncil  chamber,  or  two  ; t.  Gray,  Esq. 

and  we  also  had  a meeting  of  a most  fierce  description  in  the  lectnre-room,  at  which  I 

was  not  present,  where  I was  charged  with  having  been  guilty  of  so  many  acts  of  crind-  lOtli  March  1854. 

nality.  I attended  another  one,  and  there  defended  myself ; so  that  I have  a most  vivid  ■ 

recollection  of  the  trouble  and  pains  which  any  one  has  to  bear  who  takes  these  matters 
in  hand. 

7257.  {Mr.  Toivn  Glerh.)  Were  you  supported  at  that  meeting  by  the  friends  of 
sanitary  improvement? — Not  one,  nor  at  any  of  the  meetings;  so  far  from  being- 
supported  there,  in  fact  I was  opposed. 

7258.  {Chairman.)  Were  these  public  meetings,  or  town  council  meetings ? — Public 
meetings  held  in  the  council-room.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  turmoil  there  were  many 
clauses  which  I regretted  to  see  thrown  out.  Then  we  had  to  go  to  the  House  of  Commons 
before  Mr.  Bouverie,  who  was  very  particular  relative  to  the  builders’  clauses,  and  who 
preferred  in  his  situation  as  chairman,  to  see  public  measui-es  instead  of  local  Acts. 

7259.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Not  being  able  to  get  all  you  wanted,  you  endeavoured  to  get 
as  much  as  you  could,  rather  than  lose  the  great  amount  of  good  which  such  an  Act 
would  confer  upon  the  town? — Yes. 

7260.  {Chairman.)  Was  the  resistance  of  the  owners  of  tenemented  property  to  the 
tenemented  property  rating  clause  a serious  item  of  the  opjjosition  which  you  encountered  ? 

— It  formed  a very  important  feature  in  the  matter ; they  were  a very  impoi-tant  class 
of  people. 

7261.  Are  they  a very  important  class  of  people  in  this  town? — You  may  judge  from 
the  rental ; I believe  it  is  60,000Z.  a year  in  the  whole  borough. 

7262.  What  may  the  whole  rental  of  the  borough  be  ? — Nearly  300,000^.,  I think. 

{Mr.  Bateman.)  This  would  be  one  fifth  of  the  whole  rental. 

7263.  {Chairman.)  You  carried  your  point  against  them,  however? — Yes. 

7264.  But  you  did  not  carry  the  building  clauses  ? — A good  many  of  them  were 
carried.  We  did  not  carry  them  in  extenso,  but  we  carried  them  as  extracted  from  the 
Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act.  One  clause  that  was  new  I regretted  very  much  to 
see  struck  out.  All  local  Acts,  as  you  are  aware,  have  the  widths  of  streets  defined.  The 
Towns  Improvement  Clauses  Act  has  that  also ; but  the  new  feature  in  the  clause  was 
that  at  the  back  of  houses  a certain  width  should  be  kept,  according  to  the  height  of  the 
houses. 

7265.  Was  your  difficulty  in  respect  of  opposition  chiefly  with  the  public,  or  with  the 
town  council  ? — To  a man,  in  the  Town  Improvement  committee,  they  supported  me ; 
there  was  not  a single  dissentient.  They  were  quite  willing  to  argue  the  matter  ; they 
did  so,  and  they  supported  me  during  the  whole  period  from  the  commencement  of  the 
afiair  till  the  very  end  of  it.  In  the  town  council,  upon  divisions,  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill  did  not  muster  more,  I believe,  except  upon  some  few  divisions,  than  eight. 

7266.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Out  of  how  many? — Fifty-six.  The  clause  to  which  I allude, 
after  providing  that  there  should  be  a width  of  fifty  feet  for  the  carriage  road  and  ten 
feet  on  each  side  for  the  footway,  in  streets  where  there  were  houses  three  stories  high, 
and  in  the  case  of  houses  of  two  stories,  thirty -five  feet  for  the  carriage  road  and  seven 
feet  on  each  side  for  the  footway,  stated  that  at  the  back  of  houses  of  three  stories 
there  should  be  fourteen  feet  for  a carriage  or  cartway,  and  at  the  back  of  two-storied 
houses  ten  feet ; and  that  in  no  case  should  there  be  a less  space  between  the  backs  of 
houses  than  thirty- six  feet. 

7267.  Between  the  upright  walls  of  each  house  ? — Yes. 

7268.  {Chairman.)  I see  that  the  number  of  the  Town  Improvement  Committee  is 
eighteen  f — Yes. 

7269.  All  those  supported  you? — Yes;  I do  not  know  one  that  shrunk  back.  The 
next  clause  that  I regretted  to  see  struck  out  was  as  to  the  size  of  rooms. 

7270.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Is  that  a new  clause  also  ? — No  ; I believe  that  was  taken  from 
the  Birkenhead  Act.  The  bulk  of  the  building  clauses  were  taken  from  Birkenhead  and 
Manchester  ; very  few  from  Leeds,  but  a few. 

7271.  {Chairman.)  On  which  committees  of  the  town  council  were  you  last  year? — 

The  Town  Improvement  committee  and  the  Watch  committee  were  the  two  I was  on. 

7272.  Have  the  Watch  committee  charge  of  paving  ? — No  ; they  have  charge  of  the 
police  and  the  lodging-houses  now. 

7273.  I am  afraid,  with  reference  to  the  matter  of  lodging-houses,  they  had  not  exerted 
themselves  very  strenuously  before  the  late  outbreak  of  the  cholera  ? — They  had  no 
special  charge  of  lodging-houses  at  that  time. 

7274.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  In  the  passing  of  this  Act,  for  which  the  town  is  so  much 
indebted  to  you,  you  found,  I understand  you  to  say,  that  a general  resistance  arose  from 
parties  wliose  pockets  would  have  to  be  touched  in  some  way?- — I think  so. 

7275.  Do  you  think  that  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  that  feeling  had  previously 
deten-ed  other  less  resolute  and  bold  men  than  yourself  from  attackiug  such  a many- 
headed animal  ? — I was  cautioned  at  the  time  I took  charge  of  it  that  I was  undertaking 
a task  of  which  I did  not  know  the  difficulty,  and  encountering  an  amount  of  resistance 
that  I,  perhaps,  was  not  ])repared  to  meet  with.  From  the  various  cautions  and  allusions, 
and  hints  and  wnrnings  which  I got,  I could  well  imagine  that  your  supposition  is  correct. 
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7276.  The  Act  of  1853  was  tlie  first  hy  which  the  corporation  got  authority  sufficient 
to  control  many  of  the  evils  under  which  the  town  has  laboured,  was  it  not  ? — Yes, 
efficiently. 

7277.  {Chairman)  Did  you  ever  hear  the  subject  of  preparing  a map  of  the  borough 
and  the  sewers,  on  an  adequate  scale,  discussed  before  the  Town  Improvement  committee  ? 
— I have  heard  it  mentioned  over  and  over  again  the  three  years  that  I have  been  in  the 
council ; not  a map  of  the  borough,  because  it  was  considered  that  the  map  published  by 
Mr.  Oliver  was  a very  efficient  one,  inAvhich,  however,  I do  not  agree  ; I do  not  tliink  it 
is  a very  efficient  one,  because  I think  it  is  too  old,  and  in  other  respects  it  is  not  a map 
which  I would  consider  a sufficient  map  for  a town  like  this.  We  have  different  drafts 
of  the  sewerage. 

7278.  We  have  been  struck  very  much  at  seeing  that,  as  early  as  the  year  1848,  more 
than  one  deputation,  memorial,  and  so  on,  went  up  to  the  town  council  on  a matter  so 
obviously  requisite  as  that  of  an  adequate  map  and  plan  of  the  drainage.  It  is  a matter 
of  surprise  to  us  to  find  that  to  this  day  we  have  never  been  able  to  get  a map,  so  as  to 
understand  the  state  of  the  borough,  or  of  the  borough  sewers  ? — That  did  not  occur  to 
me ; the  drawing  of  the  sewers  seemed  to  give  me  a peifect  understanding  of  them, 
I am  speaking  of  two  subjects  now ; first  a map  of  the  whole  borough,  of  which  I do 
not  think  we  have  a good  one,  but  as  far  as  we  want  to  know  the  positions  of  the  sewers, 
I think  we  have  no  difficulty  in  that. 

7279.  But  you  require  a better  map  surely  to  enable  you  to  understand  the  system 
and  the  details  of  the  drainage  than  you  do  to  understand  the  locality  of  streets,  and 
how  to  find  your  way  about  the  town  ? — I admit  that  we  ought  to  have  a map  of  such  a 
description  as  to  shoAv  the  whole  bearing  of  the  surface,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  the 
towns  improvement  clauses  relative  to  the  making  of  a map,  13  and  16j  were 
proposed  to  be  incorporated.  I did  not  consider  that  Ave  had  a sufficient  map  of  the 
borough. 

7280.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  have  no  map,  for  instance,  Avith  reference  to  the  sewers, 
upon  Avhich  the  house  drainage  or  any  particular  communication  between  the  respective 
premises  and  the  main  seAver  of  a street  can  be  laid  down? — No  ; I am  not  aware  of  one. 

7281.  Nor  upon  Avhich  any  peculiarity  about  the  sewer,  a manhole  or  anything  of  that 
sort,  can  be  distinctly  marked  ? — I have  not  seen  one. 

7282.  That  is  a very  important  point  in  a toAvn  like  Newcastle? — There  is  no  question 
of  it. 

7283.  Hoav  much  money  do  you  anticipate  that  you  Avill  be  able  to  raise  per  annum 
from  liaving  noAV  lu’ought  the  tenemented  property  under  your  control  for  rating  ? — I think 
Ave  shall  raise  upwards  of  3,000h  a year  upon  all  the  rates. 

7284.  Hitherto  your  rates  have  been  exceedingly  light  in  Newcastle  ? — So  I understand, 
as  compared  Avith  other  towns. 

7285.  Your  private  pi’operty  has  enabled  you  to  do  something  for  the  town?— A great 
deal.  I copied  out  these  figures  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  to  a public  meeting  in 
November,  by  Avhich  you  Avill  see  that  the  corporation  have  paid  out  of  their  own  private 
funds  since  1837,  112,062^.  in  respect  of  streets,  watching,  lighting,  and  paving,  over 
and  above  the  sums  derived  from  the  thorough  toll,  and  the  watching,  lighting,  and 
paving  rates.  I expect  you  will  find  that  correct  to  a figure,  but  it  can  be  checkech 

7286.  That  has  been  paid  out  of  the  corporate  property? — Yes,  the  general  funds. 

7287.  What  is  the  thorough  toll  ? 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  thorough  toll  is  an  octroi  j)ayable  upon  goods  coming  into  and 
going  out  of  the  toAvn,  which  is  applicable  to  the  repair  of  the  streets.  The  rates  levied 
for  Avatching,  lighting,  and  paving  are  applicable  for  those  particular  purposes,  and  the 
rest  is  made  up  from  the  borough  fund,  from  the  property  of  the  corporation.  The 
whole  expense  of  those  operations  is  put  on  one  side ; the  sources  of  revenue  legitimately 
applicable  to  those  purposes  are  put  on  the  other  ; and  the  balance  or  deficiency  is  taken 
fi-om  the  general  property  of  the  corporation. 

(Mr.  Gray.)  In  connection  with  that  I may  observe  that  it  was  in  1850  only  that  we 
had  power  to  raise  certain  of  the  rates,  and  till  then  we  were  obliged  to  take  from  the 
general  fund.  In  1850  power  Avas  taken  to  raise  the  watch  rate  from  6cZ.  to  9cZ. ; the 
lio-hting  rate  from  2cZ.  to  6(Z. ; paving  and  Avatering  from  4d.  to  Qd. ; and  the  sewerage 
from  2c/.  to  4c/. 

7288.  (Chairman)  Did  you  increase  the  lighting  rate  in  1850  ? — Power  has  been 
taken  by  the  Act  of  1850,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  increased. 

7289.  You  liaA-e  not  increased  the  lighting  rate,  though  you  have  had  power  ? — No. 

7290.  With  reference  to  one  of  the  other  points  wliich  you  have  mentioned,  sewer 
rate,  Avhat  is  sewer  rate  put  doAvn  under? — Sewer  rate  I think  you  will  find  there 
under  its  OAvn  head. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Not  in  that ; the  sewers  are  a distinct  account.  In  no  case  have 
those  poAvers  of  increasing  the  rates  been  exercised. 

(il/r.  Gray.)  Power  was  taken  in  1850,  and  a motion  was  made,  I think,  in  1851  to 
increase  the  rate.  It  was  lost  in  the  town  council,  and,  I think  you  will  admit,  for  a 
very  good  reason.  The  rating  of  the  town  rec^uired  revision,  and  when  it  was  revised 
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we  got  cabout  1,700^.  a year  more,  from  parties  who  had  previously  been  underrated  ; and 
till  that  had  been  done,  it  was  manifestly  unjust  to  charge  the  parties  fully  rated  with 
increased  rates. 

7291.  {Chairman^  And  since  that  revision  you  have  not  had  occasion  for  any  increased 
rates  ?— We  have  not  had  occasion  yet,  but  shall  have  Ijy-and-bye,  in  the  sewers  rate. 

7292.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  I find  that  in  the  two  years  1852  and  1853,  in  each  of  which 
the  annual  expense  Avas  about  14,700/..,  the  expenditure  was  considerably  le.ss  than  in  any 
of  the  previous  years,  except  1837  and  1838,  in  one  of  which  years  it  was  14,000/.,  and  in 
the  other  14,200/.,  in  round  numbers.  I am  curious  to  knorv  why  the  last  two  years,  1852 
and  1853,  should  have  been  so  much  less  expensive  than  the  previous  years  ? — In  the 
watching-  the  police  force  was  reduced  in  1851,  which  would  show  in  1852. 

7293.  The  general  expenditure  is  from  17,000/.  to  19,000/.  a year? — Yes;  then  you  will 
find  that  the  streets  of  the  borough  are  kept  up  by  the  thorough  toll;  and  I can  only 
account  for  the  decrease  in  the  expenditure  by  the  fact  that  the  toAvn  has  l)een  so  much 
improAmd  in  that  jrarticular  paid. 

7294.  Is  it  to  be  accounted  for  in  that  way,  or  in  this,  viz.,  that  less  has  been  done ; 
because  the  primd  facie  impression  might  be  that  less  has  been  done  ? — If  less  is  required, 
less  would  be  done  of  course.  But  my  impression  is,  that  the  town  has  been  brought  into 
a better  state,  both  in  flagging  and  paving.  A great  deal  has  been  done  year  by  year, 
and  it  will  show  ultimately. 

1 295.  JDoes  it  come  to  this,  that  the  flagging  and  paving  Avhich  has  been  done  froiu 
time  to  time  has  rendered  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  town  less  considerable  per 
annum  than  it  was  formerly  ? — I should  say  so  ; that  it  was  well  done,  and  was  not 
therefore  required  to  be  done  every  year. 

/296.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  on  Avhich  j^ou  Avould  like  to  give  us  any 
information,  Avith  reference  to  any  subject  of  our  inquiry  ? — No  ; I can  only  state  generally, 
that  all  the  time  I haAm  been  a member  of  the  ToAvn  Improvement  committee,  tliey  have 
been  most  anxious  to  cari'y  out  CA'ei’y  change  and  every  suggestion  for  improving  the 
toAvn  that  has  been  made  to  th.em.  I can  say  that  most  decidedly. 

7297.  For  the  three  years  that  you  have  been  connected  Avith  them  ? — Yes  ; there  has 
been  no  suggestion  made  to  them,  but  they  have  done  to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  carry 
it  out  Avhere  practicable. 


/29S.  How,  then,  do  you  account  for  their  neglect  of  the  valuable  poAA’ers  Avhich  they 
have  had  , because,  excepting  in  a fcAv  details,  they  haA'^e  had  ample  sanitary  poAvers,  and 
might  have  made  almost  a model  toAvn  of  NeAvcastle  by  this  time  if  they  had  plea.'^ed. 
Can  you  give  us  any  explanation  of  that  ? — In  Avhat  point  ? 

7299.  In  every  point.  For  in.stance,  in  respect  of  the  non-exercise  of  their  poAA’'er  fo 
abate  the  smoke  nuisance ; their  power  of  cleansing  filthj^  and  unwholesome  dwellings ; 
directing  privies  and  ash-pits  to  be  emptied  and  cleansed  ; accumulations  to  be  remoAmd  ; 
private  streets  and  yards  to  he  levelled,  paved  and  flagged,  and  so  on  ?— These  powers 
were  taken  in  1846.  Then  in  1848  pov.'er  was  given  to  tlie  guardians  by  the  Nuisances 
Removal  Act,  \\  ho  acted  uqion  it.  I Avas  a member  of  the  board  at  that  time.  I Avas  not 
a member  of  the  council  then.  I presume  the  only  reason  was,  that  the  council  thought 
that,  as  there  was  another  body,  the  guardians,  putting  those  powers  in  force,  it  was  better 
to  leaA  e these  matcens  to  them  than  to  Inwe  two  ’parties  doing  the  same  thiiuTin  the  toAvn. 

/300.  And  A'et  you  must  be  aa’cII  aware  that  there  is  no  similarity  scarcely,  much  more 
identity,  betAveen  the  tAvo  sets  of  poAvers.  The  poAvers  of  the  Local  Act  of  184G  Avould 
have  enabled  the  council  to  provide  proper  domestic  conveniences,  privies,  ash-pits,  and  all 
that  kind  of  thing  ; to  cause  jnivate  courts  and  entries  to  be  paved;  and  in  many  other  Ava_ys 
to  anticipate  and  prevent  the  existence  of  a nuisance;  Avliereas  the  Nuisances  Removal 
Act  of  1848  only  enabled  the  board  of  guardians  to  look  on  Avhile  the  nuisance  AA’^as  being- 
created,  and  to  remove  it  Avhen  made ; so  that  in  respect  of  the  most  valuable  of  the 
councils  sanitary  poAvei’S  the  board  of  guardians  did  not  possess  a shadoAV  of  such  poAA’er 
under  the  Nuisances  Removal  Act? — I Avas  not  a member  of  the  council  then,  and  that 
is  the  only  explanation  Avhich  I can  giA’e.  Having,  hoAvever,  exercised  the  Nuisances 
Reinoval  Act  myself,  as  cliairman  of  the  All  Saints^  district,  I differ  AAuth  you  in  sup- 
posing that  its  powers  are  only  a shadoAV,  for  they  are  very  arbitrary  and  despotic. 

7301.  But  they  do  not  enable  you  to  prevent  a single  nuisance  ? — I do  not  knoAv 

hoAv  that  can  be ; there  are  jdenty  of  penalties,  and  I know  Ave  pre\"ented  a very  ureat 
number.  ^ 

7302.  That  is  to  say  you  removed  them? — Yes;  and  prevented  their  recurring,  because 
the  parties  knew  that  if  they  did  recur  they  Avould  be  fined.  We  had  no  compfaint  from 
these  same  places  again. 

7303.  What  period  are  you  speaking  of?— Of  1848,  Avhen  I Avas  a member  of  the  board 
of  guardians. 


7304.  What  were  the  fines? — According  to  the  offence.  We  had  only  occasion,  I think, 
to  summon  about  four  or  five  parties ; all  the  rest  complied  instanter  in  cleanino-  the 
places  out.  ® 


7305.  But  the  nuisances  would  recur  and  did  recur  every  week  and  every  fortnio-ht  • 
and  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  of  nuisances,  Avhich  I have  read,  and  the  purport  of 
which  has  been  confirmed  by  both  the  chairman  and  clerk  of  the  board  of  guardians 
bear  testimony  to  that  ? — I think  not.  ’ 


T.  Gray,  Esq. 
10th  March  1854. 


Vide  ante,  Q.  6383- 
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T.  Gray,  L^q  7306.  They  say  too  with  their  own  lips  that  these  things  are  recurring  and 

le-i'ecui-ring  ? — I think  not.  You  have  my  hook  and  will  see  my  initials  to  each  case 

10th  aiai'tii  18.j-l.  reported,  and  you  will  not  find  the  same  things  occurring  again  and  again  at  the  same 
place.  If  they  had  occurred  again,  we  should  have  summoned  the  parties  before  the 
magistrates  and  have  inflicted  the  ten  shillings  a day,  or  Avhatevei-  the  penalty  was. 

7307.  Do  you  remember  instances  of  any  persons  being  in  that  way  fined? — Yes;  I 
summoned  the  corporation.  Mi*.  Town  Clerk  will  recollect  that.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Yes, 
you  were  no  respecter  of  persons. 

7308.  I must  remmd  you  of  some  evidence  which  you  gave  before  Mr.  Rawlinson 
in  1849.  “Mr.  Thomas  Gray  wished  to  state,  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
“ that  in  every  instance  where  a written  complaint  had  been  forwarded  to  them, 
“ the  complaint  had  been  atteudeil  to  at  once.  But  many  parties  were  mistaken  as  to  the 
“ extent  of  their  powers  which,  though  peremptory  and  strong,  were  limited.  To  that  limit 

they  had  gone  in  eveiy  instance,  and  in  the  case  under  consideration,  the  board  had  done 
“ exactly  what  the  Act  allowed,  viz.,  cleansed  and  removed  the  matter  complained  of  But 
“the  evil  was  of  daily  recurrence,  and  required  to  be  cured  at  the  fountain  head?” — Yes. 

7309.  For  that  curing  at  the  fountain  head  the  Local  Acts  give,  except  in  one  or  two 
details,  complete  sanitary  power  ; and  that  is  the  point  upon  which  we  wish  to  know 
whether  you  can  give  us  any  information  ; namely,  why  the  powers  of  the  Local  Acts  for 
preventing  the  evil  and  ciuing  it  at  the  fountain  head  have  been  allowed  to  lie  dormant, 
while  only  the  very  inferior  powers  of  the  public  statute  for  removing  nuisances,  when 
they  have  been  brought  into  existence,  have  been  enforced  % — All  laws  are  limited.  I 
never  knew  of  a law  but  Avhat  was  limited,  and  “ the  daily  recurrence  ” meant  there  not 
instances  in  which  the  same  individuals  were  brought  up,  but  instances  of  fresh  parties. 

7310.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  mean  to  say  that  that  daily  recurrence  was  of  the  same 
evil  but  not  by  the  same  individual  ? — Certainly. 

{Mr.  Lockey.)  With  reference  to  the  opposition  which  Mr.  Gray  said  he  had  received  in 
respect  of  the  Improvement  Bill,  I should  submit  to  the  Commissioners  to  ask  him  if  he 
is  aware  that  any  portion  of  the  opposition  arose  from  another  circumstance  as  well  as 
from  the  more  special  ones  that  he  laid  stress  upon  ; these  were  because  it  touched  the 
pockets  of  the  rate-payers,  and  that  there  was  besides  a personal  animosity  existing  in 
the  discussion.  Is  he  not  aware  that  there  was  also  a strong  feeling  of  a want  of 
confidence  in  the  manner  in  which  the  corporate  affairs  were  conducted  ? 

7311.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Gray)  Have  you  any  opinion  upon  that  point  ? — ^I  have.  I 
am  aware  that  one  individual  has  always  expressed  a great  want  of  confidence  in  the 
corporate  management  of  the  expenditure  and  the  finances  ; but  I am  aware  that  that 
individual  in  all  the  three  years  that  I have  been  a member  has  never  yet  submitted  a 
plan  by  which  they  could  be  better  managed,  but  has  limited  his  mode  of  action  to 
lecture  room  meetings  and  vapouring  away  in  a newspaper. 

7312.  {Mr.  Lockey)  The  question  that  1 put  was  whether  there  was  not  a general 
feeling  of  that  kind  ? — Certainly  not. 

7313.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Was  there  a considerable  section  of  the  town  who  had  that 
feehng  of  distrust  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  corporation  managed  their  business  ? — 
I should  say  certainly  not. 


Mr.  W.  Shipley.  WiLLlAM  Shipley,  examined. 

' 7314.  {Chairman.)  Mr.  Warden  stated  to  us  that  you  had  some  observations  to  make, 

which  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  listen  to  ? — I was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Central  Union  of  Benefit  Societies  to  draw  up  this  return. 

7315.  With  reference  to  the  expenses  of  the  late  epidemic? — Yes.  I am  also  a letter 
carrier  in  the  post-office  of  Newcastle.  My  division  is  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  town. 
It  commences  with  Carliol  Square,  New  Bridge  Street,  Shield  Field,  Union  Terrace,  Heaton 
Terrace,  Gibson  Street,  and  so  forth.  It  contains  seventy-six  streets  and  terraces,  1,300 
houses,  1,700  families,  with  a population  of  nearly  10,000. 

7316.  And  I am  afraid  there  was  a good  deal  of  mortality  there  too  ? — It  was  about 
the  best  part  in  the  town,  I think.  There  were  some  particular  places  where  it  was  bad ; 
but  taken  as  a whole,  I believe  it  was  the  healthiest. 

7317.  Have  you  Vine  Lane  in  that  district  ? — No,  that  is  more  in  the  northern  division. 
In  this  district  there  are  several  places  Avhich  are  in  a most  abominable  state. 

7318.  Do  you  mean  in  your  district  ? — Yes,  I speak  of  my  own.  The  worst  place  is  one 
of  the  name  of  Chatham  Place,  near  Gibson  Street ; it  comes  into  Gibson  Street ; it  is  in 
a filthy  state,  and  was  during  the  cholera,  and  has  remained  so  ever  since.  It  was  never 
looked  at  by  any  one.  It  stands  (I  have  measured  it)  from  six  inches  to  fourteen  inches 
above  the  level  of  the  flags  ; it  is  unpaved. 

7319.  You  mean  that  the  filth  which  has  accumulated  in  the  unpaved  way  is  that  height 
above  the  flags  ? — Yes  ; as  to  the  water  which  the  people  put  out,  there  is  in  a manner  no 
channel,  on  account  of  the  filth  that  is  there.  It  runs  down  over  the  footway  in  Gibson 
Street.  In  wet  weather  it  is  a most  filthy  place.  I have  several  times  got  nearly  to  tlie 
knees  in  crossing,  when  I have  missed  the  stepping  stone. 
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7320.  What  description  of  houses  are  thei'e  there  ? — Two  stories,  a ^ound  floor  and  a j/,.  jj-  Shfplry. 

floor  above.  With  the  exception  of  three  cases  where  there  are  two  families  in  one  house,  

they  have  one  family  in  each  house.  lOtli  Marcli  1854. 

7321.  Was  there  much  mortality  there  ? — Six  vmmen  died.  

7322.  About  how  many  houses  may  there  be  in  Chatham  Place? — About  eighteen. 

7323.  Occupied  by  single  families  generally? — Occupied  by  about  twenty  families. 

7324.  Six  people  died  there  out  of  about  a hundred  then.  Have  they  any  domestic  con- 
niences  there,  privies  or  middens  ? — They  have  privies  and  middens,  but  they  are  very 
badly  attended  to,  in  respect  of  getting  them  cleaned  out ; they  have  many  times 
complained  to  me  that  they  could  not  get  them  cleaned  out. 

7325.  You  say  Chatham  Place  is  unpaved  % — Yes. 

7326.  And  according  to  your  account  it  is  not  scavenged  either? — No. 

7327.  You  went  through  all  that  district  at  the  time  of  the  cholera  ? — I have  been  on 
that  district  two  years  ; I go  through  it  twice  every  day,  Sundays  excepted. 

7328.  Do  you  hear  any  complaints  ? — The  people  complain  regularly  that  they  cannot 
get  the  place  kept  clean. 

7329.  What  sort  of  people  live  there  ? — They  are  rather  abetter  class  of  wmrking  people. 

7330.  {Mv.  Bateman.^  Are  they  mechanics? — Yes;  but  several  of  them,  I believe,  are 
seafaring  men,  and  their  families  are  resident  there. 

7331.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  ever  see  the  inside  of  the  houses? — Yes,  frequently. 

7332.  What  is  their  condition  ? — Clean  and  tidy,  generally  speaking. 

7333.  They  are  then  not  at  all  among  the  worst  class  of  the  population,  who  are  so 
filthy  in  their  own  habits  ? — No,  not  so  bad. 

7334.  You  say  they  experience  difficulty  in  getting  their  privies  and  ash-pits  emptied? 

— Yes.  The  next  place  of  importance  is  Union  Terrace ; it  stands  more  to  the  north-east 
from  there ; Stepney  Field,  perhaps  it  may  be  called  on  the  map  Hardy's  Buildings,  it 
frequently  is  so.  It  is  a square  of  houses  that  faces  outward.  It  contains,  I believe,  about 
twenty  houses,  occupied  by  about  twenty-six  families. 

7335.  What  mortality  was  there  there? — Four  deaths,  and  a number  of  severe  cases  ; 
but  they  recovered. 

7336.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Union  Terrace  is  still  in  Gib.son  Town,  is  it? — You  may  call 
it  so  ; it  is  bordering  Shield  Field. 

7337.  [Chairman.)  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  size  of  the  little  square  in  which  this 
terrace  is  built  ? — It  is  a good  size.  It  is  a square  that  looks  outward.  Those  that  do 
not  occupy  a whole  house  have  the  lower  flat.  They  have  access  to  a small  yard,  where 
there  is  a privy  and  small  midden-stead.  The  upper  apartments  have  a small  place  in 
which  the  occupiers  do  their  drudgery ; and  they  have  a place  likewise  to  put  their  ashes 
down  into  the  midden  underneath,  and  a small  privy.  Round  about  this  terrace  it  is 
neither  flagged  nor  paved.  Excepting  just  these  last  few  weeks  when  it  has  been  fine 
weather,  indeed  for  the  most  part  of  the  }mar,  it  is  impassable,  excepting  just  at  certain 
places  where  there  are  stepping  stones.  Under  their  own  doors,  where  the  foot-path  is, 

I have  seen  the  women  time  after  time  carrying  quantities  of  bricks  and  stones  to  lay  in 
front  of  their  doors,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  get  in  to  their  houses  without  being  half  way 
up  their  legs.  It  is  most  abominable. 

7338.  Was  there  the  same  state  of  things  there  about  the  cholera  time  ? — The  same. 

There  are  no  scavengers  or  anything  there. 

7339.  Are  the  people  dirty  in  their  habits  ? — No. 

7340.  The  interior  of  the  houses  is  clean  ? — The  interior  of  the  houses  is  clean  and 
orderly.  In  fact,  the  west  front  is  altogether  a better  class  ; the  northern  side  is  most 
dreadful. 

7341.  Do  they  feel  there  the  same  difficulty  in  getting  their  pi’ivies  and  middens 
emptied  ? — They  do.  The  other  day,  when  I went  and  looked  at  the  privy,  it  was 
standing  quite  full ; and  outside,  some  of  the  midden-  steads,  in  a dreadful  state. 

7342.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  tliere  trouble  themselves  about  it,  and  that  they 
would  willingly  get  these  places  emptied  if  they  could  ? — Many  of  them  have  declared  to 
me  that  they  would  willingly  pay  if  they  could  get  it  out. 

7343.  What  is  the  next  place  ? — The  next  place  is  the  Shield  Field,  a small  town,  as 
you  may  call  it.  It  contains  twenty-three  streets.  There  are  only  three  out  of  those 
twenty-three  streets  that  the  scavenger  goes  into,  along  Pleasant  Row,  along  the  front  of 
Shield  Field  Green,  and  half  way  up  Shield  Sfreet. 

7344.  That  is  to  say,  along  the  one  main  thoroughfare  in  that  direction  ? — Yes. 

7345.  In  the  little  streets,  such  as  Franklin  Street,  Camden  Street,  and  so  on,  do  they 
never  see  the  scavenger  at  all  ? — No. 

7346.  Wesley  Street  and  Carlton  Street  do  you  include  also  ? — Yes.  Wesley  Terrace, 
the  next  place,  is  a most  dreadful  place  in  the  front  of  it.  I have  seen  carts  stuck  fast  up 
to  the  middle  of  the  axle-tree.  It  runs  from  the  foot  of  Shield  Street.  Wesley  Street, 

Carlton  Street,  and  Kennedy  Street,  particularly  across  Shield  Street  and  Wesley  Street, 
are  the  worst.  There  is  another  row  of  houses  on  the  opposite  side  called  Copeland 
Terrace  ; and  you  must  go  right  round  before  you  can  get  across  to  them,  and  you  get 
over  the  shoes  ; Imt  this  weather  it  has  got  dried  up.  In  that  same  row  there  was  a 
house,  I remember,  and,  in  fact,  most  of  the  houses  along  there,  between  Wesley  Street  ;ind 
Carlton  Street,  are  frequently  inundated,  from  the  common  sewers  breaking  into  them. 
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Mr.  JF.  Shipley.  7347.  Have  they  cellars  there  ? — They  have  underground  rooms.  Tlie  kitchens  are 
— — ■ under  the  level  of  the  street.  They  have  two  flats  above.  In  No.  6,  which  was  occupied 

lOtli  March  1854.  py  a Miss  Foster,  a teacher  of  music,  a very  respectable  lady,  just  a few  weeks  before  the 

— cholera  her  kitchen  had  the  furniture  floating  in  it  for  several  days,  from  the  overflow  of 

the  sewers  or  drains. 

7348.  Do  you  know  of  more  than  one  such  case  in  that  district  ? — Hers  was  a parti- 
cular case,  that  I was  going  to  name.  She  took  the  cholera,  and  died  of  it  in  that  house. 

734.9.  Did  you  ever  know  an  instance  of  any  other  house  there  being  in  that  condition  ? 

— No,  not  out  of  those  six  houses  in  AVesley  Terrace ; that  was  tlie  only  case  of  death. 

7350.  AA^as  there  much  mortality  in  the  rest  of  this  part  of  tlie  Shield  Field  district 
tliat  5mu  alluded  to  ? — There  were  a good  many  deaths  along  AA^esley  Street.  AVhat  we 
call  Lower  AVesley  Street  contains  about  fifty  houses.  It  is  pretty  well  paved  and 
flagged  now.  I was  travelling  in  that  street  twice  every  day  for  sixteen  months,  and  I 
Avas  not  aware  that  it  was  paved,  above  100  yards  of  it;  it  was  so  covered  up,  on  account 
of  there  being  no  scavenging. 

7351.  The  paving  AAms  covered  Avith  filth  ? — Yes.  It  was  well  paved,  but  covered  with 
filth.  It  AAms  so  much  so,  that  Avhen  the  cholera  took  place,  and  several  deaths  occurred 
in  that  locality,  labourers  were  employed  Avith  picks  to  pick  it  up,  and  it  Avas  only  then 
tliat  I discovered  that  it  Avas  paved.  Manj^  a time  I got  up  to  the  ancles  in  crossing  the 
street.  In  front  of  AVesley  Terrace  it  AAuints  paving  and  filling  up  still. 

7352.  Opposite  the  house  AA-’here  Miss  Foster  lived? — Yes. 

7353.  Is  there  any  scavenging  at  all  in  that  part  of  AA'^esley  Terrace? — No. 

7354.  AVhat  is  the  condition  of  the  houses  there  ; have  they  proper  domestic  arrange- 
ments behind  them  ? — Yes  ; they  are  occupied  by  very  respectable  parties.  The  owners 
of  the  property,  and  the  occupiers  of  it,  frequently  clean  round  it.  They  have  applied  to 
the  corporation.  Air.  AVallace  has  promised  to  get  it  done,  but  he  says  that  he  cannot 
get  men. 

7355.  To  get  Avhat  done  ? — To  get  it  paved. 

7356.  {Mr.  Totun  Cleric.)  They  are  neAv  streets,  are  they  not  ? — AVesley  Terrace  has 
existed  fourteen  years,  some  of  the  houses.  From  eleven  to  fourteen  years  the  houses  in 
AAYsley  Terrace  haA-e  been  built.  Air.  AA^allace  said  that  they  could  not  get  men,  and  at 
the  same  time  other  streets  have  been  paA^ed  tliat  were  not  in  such  a very  bad  condition. 
AA^'lien  a place  like  that  was  so  shameful,  it  should  have  been  attended  to.  Carlton  Street 
is  something  similar  to  AA^esley  Street,  you  cannot  see  the  pavement  for  the  filth  that  lies 
upon  it.  In  Upper  AVesley  Street  there  is  a portion,  which  runs  for  about  ninety  yards 
and  for  the  last  tAveh^e  months  prior  to  the  cholera,  this  was  the  resort  of  boys  to  sail 
their  boats  on  in  summer,  and  to  skate  on  in  Avinter. 

7357.  {Chairman.)  Is  this  a place  Avhere  the  earth  has  been  excavated  for  making 
bricks,  or  is  it  the  ordinary  surface  ? — The  most  part  of  Shield  Field  has  been  excavated 
for  bricks. 

7358.  AA'here  you  allude  to  their  skating  and  sailing  their  boats,  does  the  water  stand 
in  pools  in  the  old  brick  excaAmtions  ? — Ves.  It  is  Avell  flagged  on  each  side,  but 
whenever  there  is  any  rain,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  it  cannot  get  aAvay.  There  is  no 
drain  or  sewer  to  take  it  oAvay,  and  it  stands  thex’e  till  the  Aveather  itself  dries  it  up. 

7359.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Are  you  speaking  of  tlie  ground  Avithin  the  street  ? — Yes. 

7360.  {Chairma/n.)  AA^here  carriages  and  carts  Avould  go  along? — Yes  ; it  is  a fine  broad 
street,  too. 

7361.  There  is  flagging  for  the  foot-ways  ? — Yes. 

7362.  But  the  cart-AAmy  is  full  of  holes  and  Avater? — Yes. 

7863.  Are  there  any  cellars  Avhich  are  underground  dAvellings  in  that  part  ? — No,  they 
are  all  built  upon  the  level.  Barker  Street  is  something  similar ; and  in  the  A\diole  of 
my  district  there  is  not  one  public  conA’enience. 

7364.  You  said  of  the  six  houses  in  AVesley  Terrace  that  they  were  pretty  well  j( 

proAuded  Avith  domestic  conveniences  ? — Yes.  | 

7365.  In  Upper  AA^esley  Street  is  that  the  case  too? — They  haA^e  a small  midden-stead 
behind. 

7366.  To  each  house  ? — To  each  house;  but  it  is  a A'ery  narroAV  part.  In  Carlton  i 

Street,  many  of  them  carry  it  through  the  houses.  ' 

7367.  That  is  to  say,  the  back  yards  of  these  houses  in  Carlton  Street  are  very  ' 
confined  ? — Yes. 

7368.  And  they  haA-’e  no  backAvay  to  them  ? — Part  of  them  have. 

7369.  Some  of  them  have  and  some  have  not  ? — Yes. 

7370.  AVhen  they  Avant  to  empty  their  privies  and  their  middens,  some  of  them  have  ‘ 
to  lead  the  contents  through  the  house  ? — Yes,  some  of  them. 

7371.  Ai-e  they  respectable  people  in  Upper  AVesley  Street? — AVorking  peojxle.  j 

7372.  Are  they  clean  in  their  haluts,  I mean? — Yes. 

7373.  They  are  not  sucli  as  we  haA’e  had  a description  given  of  occasionally,  with 

regard  to  some  of  the  lower  Irish  ? — No,  there  ai'e  none  of  that  sort.  ^ 

7374.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  Avhich  you  v.dsh  to  speak,  or  are  those  the  chief  i 
places  ? — Those  are  the  chief.  Camden  Street  is  an  old  street ; it  is  unpaved,  but  it  ;i 
stands  clean  in  summer  time. 
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7375.  Camden  Street  is  one  of  the  twenty-three  streets  that  you  alludea  to  as  being  Shipley. 

unscavenged,  all  but  three  of  them  ? — Yes  ; when  I say  twenty-three  streets,  I mean  the  

whole  of  Shield  Field.  There  are  many  houses  building  in  Shield  Field  now,  where  there  lotli  March  1854. 
is  no  convenience  at  all  attached  to  them.  — 

7376.  And  there  is  no  public  convenience  in  the  neighbourhood  either? — No.  In  the 
whole  of  my  district,  commencing  from  Carliol  Street,  there  is  only  one  ; and  that  is  ii\ 
the  corporation  yard,  which  is  shut  up  at  six  o’clock  at  night,  and  shut  up  on  Sundays  ; 
with  very  little  alteration  or  expense  it  might  be  made  available  at  any  time.  Tliere  is 
likewise  not  a public  pant,  well,  or  pump  in  the  whole  of  that  district  of  seventy-live 
streets.  There  is  also  another  street  of  great  consequence.  Nelson  Street,  leading  out  of 
Trafalgar  Street ; it  runs  east  out  of  the  centre  of  Trafalgar  Street ; that  is  a most 
dreadful  street  too,  quite  impassable  for  carts  at  many  seasons  of  the  year ; and  with  the 
children  going  to  school,  it  has  become  almost  as  great  a thoroughfare  as  any  part  of 
Newcastle.  From  the  centre  of  the  town  to  Buxton  Street,  Shield  Field,  and  so  forth, 
it  is  the  most  direct  thoroughfare. 

7377.  Is  that  a continuation  of  Carliol  Street  ? — Yes  ; after  }mu  get  past  the  goal  it 
runs  from  there  to  Argyle  Street. 

7378.  It  is  unpaved  ? — Yes. 

7379.  And  unscavenged  ? — Yes.  Picton  Terrace  comes  down  into  the  centre  of  it ; 
it  is  unpaved  likewise. 

7380.  It  is  macadamized,  is  it  not? — No,  neither  one  nor  the  other  ; only  part  of  it 
flagged,  and  very  imperfectly  flagged. 

7381.  What  kind  of  people  are  they  in  Nelson  Street,  Trafalgar  Street? — Respectable 
mechanics,  retired  some  of  them. 

7382.  What  is  the  condition  of  their  houses  within? — Good,  clean,  and  orderly. 

7383.  Was  there  much  mortality  there  ? — I think  there  were  twelve  deaths. 

7384.  In  how  many  houses? — There  is  what  they  call  Back  Picton  Terrace,  that  is  a 
small  lane  running  out  of  Nelson  Street,  at  the  back  side  of  Picton  Terrace  ; in  that,  and 
in  Picton  Terrace  together,  there  were  twelve. 

7385.  Do  you  know  whether  any  repi’esentations  were  ever  made  to  Mr.  Town 
Surveyor  about  the  paving  of  Chatham  Place  ? — I cannot  say  for  Chatham  Place 

7386.  That  was  where  the  greatest  mortality  was  ? — Yes,  and  the  smallest  yjlace. 

7387.  Where  do  you  live  yourself? — I live  at  61,  Pilgrim  Street,  nearly  opposite  the 
High  Bridge  End. 

7388.  Have  you  any  cellar? — No  ; we  have  a back  yard,  water-closet,  and  everything. 

7389.  Did  you  ever,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  notice  anything  in  connection  with 
the  sewers  there  ? — Nothing,  excepting  at  Wesley  TeiTace,  where  they  were  so  full  of 
water,  that  the  things  were  swimming  about  in  the  kitchen  ; that  is  the  only  place  where 
I saw  it  myself 

73.90.  Did  you  ever  smell  anything  particularly  offensive  ?--Yes,  particularly  so. 

7391.  Wliere  ? — In  all  tho.se  places  which  I have  described,  Chatham  Place,  and  so  on. 

When  I have  missed  the  stepping-stone,  and  my  feet  have  gone  in  among  the  slush,  a most 
obnoxious  smell  has  arisen. 

7392.  Did  you  ever  notice  any  smell  from  the  gulley  grates  about  there?— No. 

7393.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  The  streets  I suppose  looked  as  if  they  did  not  belong  to 
anybody? — Just  so  ; quite  disordered. 


Mr.  John  Johnson  examined.  Johnson. 

7394.  (Mr.  Toiun  Clerk)  You  are  conversant  with  that  part  of  the  town  called  Gibson  '' 

Town  ? — Yes.  I have  the  management  of  it  at  present. 

7395.  (Chairman.)  Including  Gibson  Street,  Howard  Street,  Richmond  Street,  Buxton 
Street,  and  Chatham  Place? — Yes. 

7396.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Is  Union  Terrace  in  your  district? — No.  That  is  the  other 
side  of  the  bridge. 

7397.  What  have  you  to  say  for  the  state  of  Gibson  Town  ? — It  is  in  a tolerably  good 
condition. 

7398.  (Chairman.)  What  about  Chatham  Place  ? — I cannot  say  as  much  for  that 
place. 

7399.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  going  there  daily,  or  do  you  take  a fine  day  for  your 
visits  ? — On  fine  days  it  does  not  look  so  bad.  But  at  times  it  is  not  in  a very  good  condi- 
tion, I must  say. 

7400.  (Mr.  Tovjn  Clerk)  Is  Chatham  Place  under  jmur  management  ?— No.  We  have 
little  property  there,  three  houses  ; but  tlie  other  streets  are  in  good  condition. 

7401.  (Chairman)  As  I understood  Mi'.  Shipley,  he  said  that  in  the  roadway  there 
was  an  accumulation  of  filth,  to  the  extent  of  afoot  or  fifteen  inches  above  the  level  of  the 
flags  on  either  side  in  Chatham  Place,  and  that  at  times  he  got  in  almost  up  to  his  knees  ? 

— It  is  not  so  high  as  that. 

(Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  There  has  been  no  complaint,  and  it  is  a place  wliich  they  aro 
bound  to  pave  tliemselves. 

(Chaimnan.)  No  doubt  you  have  power  to  make  them  do  so,  but  you  do  not  seem  to 
have  done  it. 


3 L 3 


466 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


'[r.  J.  Johnson. 
]Oth  March  1854. 


7402.  {Mr.  Town  Glerh.)  Did  you  ever  see  Chatham  Place? — {Mr.  Town  Surveyor) 
I have  just  passed  up  it. 

7403.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Johnson)  What  is  the  fact  as  to  this  roadway? — On 
the  one  side  it  is  lower  than  the  flagging,  and  on  the  other  side  it  may  he  eight  or  ten 
inches.  I cannot  say  to  an  inch  ; but  the  houses  were  badly  laid  out  originally. 

7404.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Is  this  accumulation  of  which  we  have  heard  correctly 
described  as  an  accumulation,  or  is  it  the  original  surface  of  the  ground  ? — I think  it  is 
the  original  surface.  Ashes  may  have  been  laid  on  to  raise  the  surface  there  ; but  it 
must  be  the  original  surface,  because  on  the  one  side  it  is  below  the  flagging,  and  if  it 
had  accumulated  it  would  have  been  higher  on  that  side  as  well. 

{Mr.  Shipley)  It  is  higher ; but  it  is  much  higher  on  one  side  than  it  is  on  the  other. 

7405.  {Chairman)  Whatever  the  height  may  be,  you  said  that  you  occasionally  got  into 
the  slush  knee  deep  ? — Frequently.  It  is  quite  a common  practice  with  them  in  Chatham 
Place,  in  order  to  keep  it  as  dry  as  possible  next  to  the  flags  and  to  get  a crossing,  to 
throw  ashes  on.  And  now,  when  everything  is  very  dry,  if  Mr.  Wallace  or  any  one  else 
will  tahe  a walk  to  Gibson  Street,  from  the  footway  in  Gibson  Street  he  will  see  that  the 
whole  1 readth  of  Chatham  Place  is  just  one  wet  mass,  from  the  wet  running  constantly 
down.  There  is  no  grate  or  anything  in  Chatham  Place. 

(ilfr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Just  a few  yards  below  it  was  precisely  in  the  same  state,  and 
the  owners  petitioned,  and  it  was  sewered  a few  weeks  ago. 

7406.  (.1/r.  Town  Clerk  to  Mr.  Johnson)  Did  your  tenants  in  Chatham  Place  ever 
complain  to  you  of  the  state  of  affairs  ? — I cannot  recollect  it.  I say  we  have  only  three 
tenants  there.  I cannot  speak  about  it. 

7407.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Shipley) — I think  you  said  that  you  had  heard  the  people  living 
in  Chatham  Place,  and  who  are  decent  mechanics,  complain  frequently  of  the  state  of 
things  ? — Yes.  There  was  also  a tan  pit,  against  which  the  parties  endeavoured  to  make 
out  a nuisance. 

7408.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  How  did  the  tan  pit  get  off? — The  tan  pit  was  victorious. 

7409.  {To  Mr.  Johnson.)  We  have  heard  complaints  during  this  inquiry  of  the  state  of 
Gibson  Town,  and  of  various  places  in  it  ? — There  are  something  bke  five  hundred 
tenants  ; and  about  four -fifths  of  that  number  occupy  tenements.  The  other  fifth  occupy 
self-contained  houses.  The  tenemented  houses,  of  two  rooms  each,  range  from  about  6^. 
to  9L  free.  That  is  including  light  and  water.  The  self-contained  houses  are  not  free  ; 
they  pay  rates  beyond. 

7410.  (Chairman.)  The  three  which  you  have  in  Chatham  Place  are  self-contained 
houses  ? — Yes.  They  have  separate  doors,  two  rooms  each,  that  is  two  over  each  other  ; 
but  they  have  separate  doors.  They  may  be  said  to  be  self-contained  houses. 

7411.  You  go  into  the  ground  floor  rooms  from  a door  on  the  ground,  and  you  go 
through  a passage  and  up  a staircase  to  the  other  part  ? — Yes.  In  each  of  those  houses 
they  have  a yard,  that  is  three-story  houses  generally,  they  are  divided  into  three 
tenements  of  two  rooms  each  ; and  to  each  house  they  have  a yard  with  an  ash-pit,  privy, 
and  water  laid  on.  They  are  well  flagged  and  kept  generally  clean.  I built  within  the 
last  two  years  and  a half  a portion  of  two  large  streets  on  rather  an  improved  plan,  that  is 
giving  them  water-closets  and  other  conveniences  inside  instead  of  outside  ; not  in  the 
rooms,  but  projected  from  the  staircases.  These  answer  very  well.  I give  them  also  a 
cellar  to  wash  in. 

7412.  In  what  street  is  it  that  you  have  established  water-closets  within  the  last  few 
years  ?— One  side  of  Buxton  Street  and  Melbourne  Street. 

7413.  Do  you  know  how  many  houses  you  have  in  Buxton  Street  ? — From  about 
twenty-six  to  thirty. 

7414.  Self-contained  houses? — They  are  now  let  into  tenements.  They  were  originally 
built  as  self-contained  houses ; but  it  seemed  not  to  answer. 

7415.  What  number  of  families  may  you  have  had  in  Buxton  Street,  in  those 
twenty-six  houses,  in  August  1853  ? — Tlmee  to  each  house  on  the  average. 

7416.  Eighty  to  ninety  families  ? — Yes. 

7417.  Out  of  that  population  do  you  know  how  many  deaths  there  were  ? — I think 
there  were  very  few  in  those  two  streets,  Melbourne  Street  and  Buxton  Street.  I only 
recollect  two  deaths  in  the  two  streets. 

7418.  With  reference  to  the  other  streets  in  your  district,  such  as  Richmond  Street 
and  Howard  Street,  have  they  water-closets  or  privies  ? — All  privies.  There  are  very 
few  water-closets  even  in  the  self-contained  houses,  except  those  recently  built. 

7419.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  AVater-closets  are  a modern  refinement  ?— It  is  under- 
stood so. 

7420.  {Chairman)  Speaking  of  tlie  one  side  of  Howard  Street  and  the  other  side  of 
Richmond  Street,  which  adjoin  one  another,  how  many  houses  do  you  think  you  may 
have  there  ? — In  Howard  Street  I think  we  have  not  more  than  six  or  seven,  in 
Richmond  Street  twelve  to  fifteen. 

7421.  How  many  houses  may  there  be  in  the  whole  nortliern  side  of  Howard  Street, 
and  the  southern  side  of  Richmond  Street  ? — About  twenty-four.  I would  not  be  sure 
to  one. 

7 422.  Occupied  as  self-contained  houses  ? — Generally. 
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7423.  Have  you  any  notion  what  the  mortality  was  tliere  ? — I believe  it  was  very 
small  in  those  two  streets  ; I did  not  pay  much  attention  to  that.  I had  enough  to  do 
to  clean  the  places  and  keep  them  in  order. 

{Mr.  Shi'pley.)  On  the  southern  side  of  Richmond  Stx'eet  there  are  twenty-four  houses, 
and  about  twenty-eight  families,  and  I believe  there  were  four  deaths. 

7424.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  part  of  your  district  in  which  there  was 
any  considerable  mortality  ; any  one  particular  street,  Blagdon  Street,  or  any  of  those  ? — 

{Mr.  Jolvuson.  ] I cannot  be  sure  as  to  that ; I did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

7425.  (Mr.  To%vn  Clerk.)  Are  you  able  to  succeed  in  maintaining  habits  of  cleanliness 
amongst  your  tenants,  or  do  you  make  any  effort  to  do  so  ? — We  have  been  at  considerable 
expense.  We  have  improved  tlie  houses  as  much  as  possible,  and  cleaned  them  fi'om  top 
to  bottom  many  times  ; and  I find  a great  difficulty  in  that  way.  In  fact  there  is  very 
little  gratitude  generally  amongst  them.  At  the  end  of  the  cpiarter  they  have  gone,  two 
or  three  days  before  it,  and  have  taken  not  only  the  key  but  taps,  and  have  even 
destroyed  the  paper  of  the  walls  for  no  purpose. 

7426.  {Chairman.)  What  class  of  people  do  you  speak  of,  the  native  population  or 
the  Irish  ?— I think  the  native,  from  the  public  works,  some  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
water. 

7427.  Are  they  Englisli,  Scotch,  or  Irish  ? — I think  they  are  mixed ; principally 
English. 

7428.  Mechanics  ? — Mechanics,  generally. 

7429.  When  you  go  into  those  houses,  do  you  find  them  dirty  ? — A good  many  of  them. 

7430.  As  compared  with  the  dwellings  of  the  Irish  in  the  town,  do  you  find  them 
better  or  worse  ? — I take  them  as  worse,  considering  their  circumstances,  because  they  are 
very  fine  houses  ; they  have  been  well  and  substantially  built,  beautifully  furnished  in 
fact,  and  they  ought  to  encourage  cleanliness  ; but  it  has  done  the  opposite. 

7431.  Then  you  seem  rather  to  despair  of  making  anything  out  of  your  tenantry  in 
that  respect  ? — I have  not  a very  high  opinion  of  them. 

7432.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  have  taken  a good  deal  of  pains  ? — A very  great  deal 
of  pains. 

7433.  (Mr.  Batenutn.)  I confess  I had  rather  an  impression,  from  what  I have  heard 
here,  that  the  native  population  of  Newcastle  are  clean  people,  or  would  be  clean  to  a 
great  extent  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of  being  so  ? — It  may  be  so  in  other  parts,  but  I 
do  not  find  it  amongst  the  people  that  I am  speaking  of,  not  generally,  there  may  be 
exceptions. 

7434.  {Chairman.)  You  make  no  great  distinction  between  the  native  population  and 
the  Irish;  in  fact  I think  you  said  that  some  of  them  were  worse  than  the  latter? — 
Worse,  considering  tlie  character  of  the  houses  they  live  in.  The  Irish  have  no 
encouragement,  because  in  many  parts  where  they  live  in  single  rooms,  there  are  no 
windows,  and  no  floors,  and  no  plaster  on  the  walls,  and  you  cannot  expect  them  to  be 
clean  imder  those  circumstances  ; but  the  houses  which  I supervise  are  beautifully  done 
up,  and  are  papered  in  most  cases. 

7435.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  were  not  careful  in  the  selection  of  your  tenantry,  I am 
afraid,  because  I think  that  the  mechanics  here  are  a very  clean  and  respectable  class 
generally  ? — -The  men  themselves  may  be,  but  I think  it  belongs  to  the  wives.  I think 
there  is  as  much  improvidence  on  the  one  side  as  the  other. 

7436.  {Mr.  Warden)  Am  I to  understand  you  to  say  then  that  you  would  sooner  have 
your  houses  tenanted  by  Irish  labourers  than  you  would  by  mechanics  ? — No,  certainly 
not.  We  take  very  good  care  that  the  Irish  do  not  come  into  our  houses,  except  a few 
who  are  well_^ recommended. 

7437.  {Chairman.)  And  they  happen  to  contrast  rather  favourably,  as  compared  with 
your  English  mechanic  population  ? — We  are  at  times  very  much  deceived  in  the  mode  of 
getting  houses.  The  wife  generally  will  come,  tolerably  well  dressed,  and  give  a good 
character  and  a reference,  and  sometimes  even  a small  note  of  paper  from  the  landlord. 
We  let  the  house,  and  we  find  in  about  a couple  of  months,  when  I visit  the  place,  that  they 
have  almost  no  furniture,  and  that  the  house  is  in  a very  filthy  state,  and  that  the  dress 
which  she  then  had  on  did  not  belong  to  herself 

7438.  {Mr.  Gilmore.)  I suppose  when  your  houses  are  empty,  you  are  not  very 
particular  whom  you  take  ? — That  is  not  so  ; we  are  very  particular  about  the  tenants. 
We  would  rather  have  them  empty  than  have  bad  tenants. 

7439.  {Mr.  Sibbet.)  I think  Mr.  Johnson  is  quite  right  there,  for  there  are  a very 
great  number  of  them  that  are  empty? — No,  not  more  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
town. 

7440.  (Mr.  Gilmore)  Where  do  the  mechanics,  occupying  your  property,  work ; at 
what  manufactory  ? — I cannot  tell  ; they  work  at  some  manufactories,  but  I never 
inquired  particularly. 

7441.  It  is  a question  of  some  moment ; the  mechanics  of  Newcastle  have  some  respect 
for  their  character  yet  ? — I have  no  objection,  if  you  will  walk  down  with  me,  to  show 
you  a few  examples. 

{Mr.  Gilmore.)  I am  much  obliged  to  you,  I do  not  like  the  locality. 
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7142.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  How  it  it  that  this  district  has  got  a bad  reputation? — 
{Mr.  Johnson.)  It  has  not  a particularly  bad  reputation.  The  houses  were  built  at  first 
as  self-contained  houses.  You  could  not  make  so  much  of  them  as  houses  built  for  that 
purpose  ; the  people  rather  removed  to  Shield  Field,  and  other  parts,  where  they  had 
water-closets  and  other  conveniences  more  suitable.  But  in  those  new  houses  that  I have 
built,  there  is  a first-rate  class  of  tenants. 

7443.  {Chairman)  It  is  possible  that  in  certain  localities  you  may  have  exceptional 
circumstatices  ; but  would  you  entertain  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to  the  working 
population  of  the  town  at  large  as  you  have  expressed  with  regard  to  your  own  tenantry. 
Do  you  think  that  the  native  population  of  Newcastle  is  at  all  as  dirty  and  filthy  in  its 
habits  as  the  lower  Irish,  of  whom  we  have  heard  so  much  ? — I cannot  say  about  the 
other  parts  of  the  town.  With  those  that  I have  had  connection  with,  I have  had  very 
great  difticulty.  There  are  very  few  exceptions  that  come  up  to  my  idea  of  cleanliness, 
with  all  the  conveniences  which  I have  given  them.  I have  spent  oceans  of  money  ; in 
fact  I believe  Mr.  Gibson  fancies  himself  ruined  by  my  ideas  of  sanitary  improve- 
ment ; and  I think  a visit  to  the  place  will  show  what  has  been  done  in  the  way 
of  improvement. 

7444.  {Mr.  ^Ya.rden.)  Is  Bedford  Street  in  your  district  ? — Yes. 

7445.  Have  you  many  mechanics  living  there? — Yes,  on  one  side. 

(jlD’.  ^Yar(len.)  I was  through  it  the  other  day,  and  I think  I found  it  in  the  worst 
condition  of  any  part  of  the  surrounding  district,  or  any  part  of  the  town  that  I have 
seen  lately ; but  with  regard  to  the  population  belonging  to  the  working  classes  of  the 
community,  I should  certainly  very  much  doubt  it.  There  are  characteri.stics  by  which 
you  can  discern  any  population,  and  I arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  principal  part  ot 
the  inhabitants,  whatever  they  were,  did  not  at  an}'  rate  belong  to  the  working  popu- 
lation of  the  vicinity.  Besides,  the  place  was  in  a very  disgraceful  state ; there  was 
hardly  any  paving,  there  was  no  channel,  and  there  was  stagnant  water  in  one  or  two 
] daces. 

7446.  {Ghairman  to  Mr.  Johnson.)  Do  you  hajjpen  to  know  certainly  that  any 
considerable  pro])ortion  of  your  tenantry  are  really  what  you  may  call  mechanics,  that  is 
to  say,  people  constantly  or  occasionally  at  work  in  any  manufactory  or  place  of  business 
here  ? — Yes,  a good  ju-oportion  of  them  are  ; the  rents  would  prove  so;  in  Buxton  Street 
and  those  princijial  streets  they  average  about  8b  and  8b  10s.,  including  water,  so  that 
that  is  much  higher  than  the  lowest  classes  can  pay. 

7447.  Can  you  mention  any  single  imstance  of  any  one  man  woiking  at  any  one 
manufactory  that  you  know  of  ? — I should  not  like  to  name  a person  ; perhaps  it  might 
be  the  very  person  whose  house  I should  not  like  any  one  to  go  in  and  see ; but  I have 
no  objection  if  any  gentleman  calls  to  walk  through  with  him,  and  give  him  names  and 
give  him  addresses. 

7448.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  judge  of  the  fact  of  their  being  mechanics  in  consequence 
of  the  rent  of  the  hou.se.s,  do  not  you? — No;  I am  just  stating  that  that  rent  is  consi- 
derably higher  than  the  lower  class  of  mechanics  or  ordinary  labourers  generally  can 
pay. 

7449.  {Mr.  ^Yarden.)  Are  you  aware  of  the  wages  received  by  labourers  in  many  of 
the  manufactories  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  Tyne  ? — I believe  they  are  from 
1 4.<(.  to  1 8.S’.  a week. 

7450.  Is  no  higher  rate  of  wages  than  that  paid  by  manufacturers  in  some  of  the 
chemical  works  in  the  vicinity  ?— Not  for  labourers’  work. 

7451.  You  are  not  aware  of  a labourer  not  being  a skilled  mechanic  receiving  as  much 
as  22s.  to  24s.  a week  ?— No ; I was  not  aware  of  any  labourer  receiving  more  than 
about  14s.  to  18s.  a Aveek. 

7452.  (Chairman.)  We  have  not  put  any  questions  to  you  except  in  reference  to  this 
one  point,  but  we  shall  be  most  happy  to  receive  any  evidence  which  you  may  have  to 
otter  upon  any  other  point  ? — As  to  the  drainage  of  the  immediate  locality,  that  boidering 
the  ]U’operty  and  through  it  is  very  excellent.  There  is  a large  truidc  drain  coming  from 
the  New  Road  and  Ridley  Villas,  as  fine  a drain  as  I have  ever  seen  ; a deep  drain  with 
a considerable  fall,  and  it  drains  the  entire  property,  Buxton  Street,  Stepney  Lane, 
Melbourne  Street,  and  Bedford  Street. 

7453.  You  have  no  complaint  to  make  agaimst  Mr.  Wallace  in  i-espect  of  your  district? 
— I must  say  that  Chatham  Place  and  Bedford  Street  are  in  a bad  condition. 

7454.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  This  Gibson  Town  is  a private  speculation  of  Mr.  Gibson’s, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

7455.  He  made  the  drains  himself? — Yes. 

7456.  And  paved  the  streets? — Yes  ; they  generally  are  very  well  paved,  except  those 
Avhich  I have  mentioned. 

7457.  {Chairman)  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  drainage? — Generally,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions.  In  Gibson  Street  the  main  drain  is  not  so  low  as  it  ought  to  be ; it  is 
about  nine  inches  higher  than  it  ought  to  be,  I think. 

7458.  Are  there  any  cellars  there? — Yes,  they  all  have  cellars. 

7459.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  Was  it  constructed  by  Mr.  Wallace  or  Mr.  Gibson? — By 
Mr.  Gibson  ; and  it  is  not  deep  enough. 
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7460.  (Ohairman.)  Do  they  experience  any  evil  results  in  the  cellars? — At  times  some 
of  the  cellars  are  flooded. 

7461.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  From  sewage  water  ? — I cannot  say  as  to  that ; it  does  not 
get  away  at  times  because  it  has  to  be  taken  in  a slanting  direction  to  catch  the  main 
drain  with  a less  fall  than  it  ought  to  have  ; it  comes  back  at  times. 

7462.  {Chairman.)  Does  it  come  up  the  drains  again  back  into  the  cellars  ? — I do  not 
know  what  is  the  cause,  but  I know  the  water  is  stopped  at  times. 

7463.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  dirty  water  which  they  throw  into  the  sink  does  not 
get  away  ? — No  doubt  of  it,  and  the  water  from  the  roofs. 

7464.  Supposing  the  cellars  were  empty,  you  would  not  be  liable  then  to  any  flooding, 
would  you  ?— I think  so  ; it  is  in  some  of  the  empty  cellars  that  I have  observed  it,  that 
the  roof  water  does  not  get  away  at  times,  when  we  have  rains,  and  tlie  same  with  the 
sink  water. 

7465.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Of  course  it  must  be  the  case  sometimes  if  the  floor  of  the 
cellar  is  below  the  level  of  the  sewer? — -Yes,  and  they  have  taken  the  house  drains  in  a 
slanting  direction  as  well. 

7466.  At  a lower  point  ? — At  a lower  point ; but  that  is  only  in  one  or  two  cases  just 
about  the  junction  of  Howard  Street  and  Gibson  Street. 

7467.  {Mr.  Gilmore.)  Has  your  property  been  very  frequently  visited  by  the 
inspector? — We  like  to  see  the  inspectors  as  seldom  as  possible,  and  I believe  we  have 
not  so  many  visits  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  town. 


Mr.  Thomas  Forsyth  examined. 

7468.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  You  have  resided  in  this  town  for  some  years? — Yes. 

7469.  You  were  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  police  in  this  town  ? — I was. 

7470.  But  have  been  in  retirement  for  some  time  ? — Yes. 

7471.  In  the  year  1848  were  you  employed  by  Mr.  King,  the  contractor  with  the 
corporation  for  the  scavenging  ? — I was.  I had  the  whole  management  for  five  3mars. 

7472.  From  what  time  ? — From  the  8th  of  March  1848  till  the  4th  of  June  1853. 

7473.  Did  }mu  put  forth  tliat  hand-bill  in  1848  {handing  a paper  to  the  ivitness)t — 
Yes,  I wrote  the  manuscript  and  had  it  printed. 

7474.  “Notice  to  the  Public.  Mr.  King,  having  contracted  with  the  corporation  of 
“ Newcastle  for  the  removal  from  the  borough  of  the  street  and  market  sweepings,  begs 
“ to  inform  the  public  that  he  has  made  such  arrangements  as  will  enable  him  to  convey 
“from  the  town  all  such  sweepings,  likewise  the  house  ashes,  night  soil,  and  other  manures 
“ from  the  premises  of  the  public.  The  charge  for  removing  the  ashes  and  soil  from  the 
“ash-holes  will  be  according  to  the  agreement  made  with  the  parties.  Application 
“ for  the  removal  of  the  ashes,  soil,  and  other  manures,  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Forsyth, 
“the  agent,  No.  1,  Ellison  Terrace,  Picton  Place,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Februaiy 
“ 22,  1848  V’- — Yes,  we  did  not  get  commenced  till  the  8th  of  March. 

7475.  Had  you  any  communication  with  Mr.  Alderman  Potter  upon  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  night  soil  and  middens  ? — Yes  ; this  was  in  the  year  1850. 

7476.  Did  Mr.  Alderman  Potter  give  you  any  encouragement  to  exert  yourself  to  get 
the  night  soil  and  middens  removed? — He  did;  he  was  passing  the  depot  at  that  time  in 
Argyle  Street,  and  I was  standing  giving  directions  to  the  men,  when  he  called  me  out, 
and  he  said,  “ Oh,  I just  want  to  see  ^mu.  I was  with  some  friends  last  night,  and  they 
“feel  themselves  so  much  more  comfortable  with  havino-  tlieir  niMit  soil  and  these  thinos 
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“ taken  away  than  what  they  did  formerly  ; they  could  not  get  it  done  ; they  are  moderate 
“ charges,  and  it  has  been  of  great  service  both  to  the  town  and  to  the  agricultural 
“ interest.” 

7477.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  seciu-e  early  information,  wlien  parties  wished  to  have 
their  middens  cleaned  ? — Yes  ; with  most  of  the  large  buildings,  such  as  the  Trinity  blouse 
and  the  hospitals,  we  contracted  to  take  it  out  as  it  was  necessary,  and  keep  them  clean  ; 
and  several  respectable  families  of  the  town  paid  a certain  sum  ; Di-.  Headlam  was 
another.  I sent  the  men  to  examine  them  and  clean  them  out,  whether  the^"  Avanted  it 
or  not,  that  is  to  say,  Avhether  they  were  full  or  not ; to  keep  them  in  a clean  state  ; and 
where  there  was  flagging,  if  there  was  water  to  be  got,  that  they  Avere  to  Avash  the  place. 

7478.  In  that  hand-bill  you  refer  parties  Avishing  such  removal  to  take  place  to 
yourself? — Yes. 

7479.  Did  you  ever  neglect  to  attend  to  an  application  ?— Never. 

7480.  Were  you  moderate  in  your  charges  ? — Very ; what  I paid  mjAself  2s.  6<Z.  for, 
I only  charged  in  some  matters  (id.,  and  sometimes  Is.  When  they  had  to  Avheel  along 
a narrow  passage  in  difficult  places,  there  Avas  so  much  more  time  taken  up  and  more 
money  required. 

7481.  Had  you  any  communication  Avith  Mr.  Gibson,  wlio  superintends  the  scavenging 
for  the  toAvn  .surveyor  ? — A great  deal.  I frequently  met  him  in  the  morning  betAveen 
three  and  four  o’clock  and  five  o’clock,  Avhen  I haAm  been  going  my  rounds,  and  he  Avould 
say,  “ Such  and  such  person  has  been  applying  to  me  ; I recommended  him  to  call  iq)on 
“ you.  ”I  said,  “Yes,  it  is  attended  to.”  Frequently,  Avhen  they  applied  to  him,  he  sent 
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Mr.  T.  Forsyth,  them  to  me,  and  it  was  attended  to  immediately,  and  up  to  the  present  day  I get  several 
— - - letters  from  several  people  to  know  whether  I could  recommend  them  to  anybody  to 

11  til  March  1854.  clean  out  their  ash-holes. 

7482.  And  you  never  neglected  any  application  made  to  you  ? — None. 

7483.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  What  was  the  reason  for  giving  it  up  ? — We  could  not 
get  waggons  to  convey  it  along,  and  it  was  accumulating.  Mr.  King  was  out  of  health, 
and  I was  sick  of  it,  being  so  often  disappointed,  having  the  men’s  wages  to  pay,  and  for 
three  days  being  without  waggons. 

7484.  The  railway  company  could  not  supply  yon  with  waggons? — No  ; and  by  reason 
of  that  I advised  Mr.  King  to  have  done  with  it. 

7485.  (d/)‘.  Town  Clerk)  That  was  in  June  last? — Yes;  in  May,  Mr.  Holroyd  agreed 

to  take  it  at  a certain  price.  ; 

7486.  There  was  an  accumulation  of  traffic  upon  the  railway  companies,  which  they  ' 
were  not  prepared  to  meet  ? — Yes  ; that  was  the  reason  which  they  assigned. 

7487.  And  tlien  you  found  a difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  it  ? — Yes,  and  getting  a little 
infirm  myself 

7488.  (Chairman)  I think  you  mentioned  that  you  made  a regular  arrangement  with 
the  Trinity  House  and  the  hospitals,  and  Dr.  Headlam  and  the  more  respectable  families? 

— Yes  ; once  a month  their  ashes  and  night  soil  were  to  be  taken  away,  and  that  was 
done  during  the  night. 

7489.  Did  you  do  much  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  in  Sandgate  and  Pandon  ? — A 
great  deal.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  gave  evidence  here  yesterday,  could  have  stated  a good 
deal  of  conversation  between  him  and  me,  but  I think  his  memory  seemed  to  fail  him. 

There  were  the  liest  materials  about  there,  because  night  soil  made  the  best  manure. 

7490.  How  often  do  you  think  you  cleaned  out  those  privies  and  middens  in  Gibson 
Town  ? — Whenever  Mr.  Johnson  sent  word;  my  agreement  with  liim  was  to  take  it  at 
a certain  price,  but  that  he  was  to  send  us  word  whenever  it  was  wanted,  and  it  was 
done  immediately. 

7491.  How  often  nught  that  lie? — As  he  thought  it  was  neces.sary  that  it  should  be 
taken  away. 

7492.  Do  you  think  it  was  once  a month  ? — ^No  ; sometimes  it  would  run  three  months. 

Then  there  is  a great  deal  of  property  in  that  neighbouidiood  belonging  to  private  parties. 

Some  of  them  I made  agreements  with  and  took  it  away  once  a month.  I always  found 
it  was  the  best  way  to  do  so. 

7493.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Other  property  mixed  up  with  Mr.  Gibson’s  property  in 
Gibson  Town? — Yes;  a great  deal  of  private  property.  Mr.  Gibson  has  not  above 
half  in  liis  own  hands.  It  is  private  individuals  who  have  built  upon  speculation,  and 
who  have  purchased  since. 

7494.  (Chairman.)  Supposing  we  had  gone  round  the  town  in  1852  or  1853,  in  what 
state  should  we  have  found  the  privies  and  middens,  generally  clean  and  empty,  or  dirty 
and  full? — In  1852  you  would  have  found  the  midden  steads  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
town  with  hardly  aii3dhing  in.  At  that  time  there  was  a very  great  demand.  I was 
not  taking  less  away  than  fifty  tons  of  what  accumulated  with  our  own  carts,  and  from 
the  corjioration. 

7495.  Supposing  in  July  and  August  1853,  we  had  gone  round  the  town  with  you, 
in  what  state  should  we  have  found  it  then  ? — It  was  bad,  and  it  is  not  good  at  thi.s  day  ; 
it  was  in  a very  indifferent  state.  The  reason  was  that  Mr.  Holroyd  could  not  get 
waggons  to  convey  it  away. 

7496.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Who  is  Mr.  Holroyd? — (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  He  succeeded 
Mr.  Forsyth. 

7497.  (Chairman)  Without  going  into  the  causes  or  reasons  of  it,  we  shoidd  in  fact  have 

found  in  July  and  August  1853,  the  privies  and  middens  of  the  town  in  a very  indifferent 
state  ? — You  would  ; there  were  a very  great  many  applications.  The  letter  carrier  who  i 
gave  evidence  yesterday  has  brought  me  three  and  four  letters  of  a day,  application  from  i 
])eople  not  knowing  that  I had  retired.  ) 

7498.  Did  you  refer  them  to  any  other  person  ? — I always  referred  them  to  Mr.  i 

Holroyd  ; and  I likewise  took  orders  from  those  that  I had  been  pei-sonally  acquainted  J 

with,  ami  wrote  a note  to  Mr.  Holroyd  signifying  what  was  wanted,  but  he  could  not 

get  waggons  to  convey  it  away. 

7499.  For  one  reason  or  another  the  people  could  not  get  their  privies  and  middens  ■ 
emptied  ? — No. 

7500.  And  as  you  say,  chiefly  owing  to  the  inability  to  get  railway  waggons  to 

convey  it  away  ? — Entirely  that.  Mi\  Holroyd  is  completely  sick  of  it  now  from  the 
disappointments.  ■; 

7501.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Had  this  bi;cn  a growing  evil  that  you  could  not  get  waggons  |J 

for  the  conveyance  ? — As  their  other  trade  increased,  there  were  more  difficulties.  Their  , : 

goods  trains,  as  they  call  them,  increased  so  considerably  that  they  employed  their  j 
waggons  in  conveying  those  goods.  { 

7502.  It  was  gradually  becoming  the  case  from  tlie  commencement? — Yes;  and  I j 

have  complained  to  Mr.  Newcombe,  the  superintendent  in  the  goods  department.  * 1 

! 
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7503.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Your  trade  was  not  a favourite  trade  with  them,  carrying 
manure  ? — No,  but  I have  seen  them  getting  70Z.  a month  ; our  bills  came  to  that  some- 
times, merely  for  conveying  along  the  rond.  They  neither  had  anything  to  put  in  nor 
to  take  out. 

7504.  {Chairman^  But  they  had  to  find  the  waggons  and  convey  them  along? — -Yes  ; 
to  put  them  into  the  depot  and  take  them  out  when  I gave  notice. 

7505.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  As  long  as  you  were  able  to  take  it  away  properly,  was  it  a 
paying  trade  to  the  contractor  ? — It  was  a large  quantity,  and  a great  quantity  we  got 
out  for  nothing.  We  did  the  delivery  for  private  people,  taking  from  the  midden  steads 
and  night  soil ; there  was  no  expense  attending  it.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
a very  considerable  trade  might  have  been  had ; that  it  might  have  been  improved  a 
great  deal  if  there  had  been  waggons  and  engines  foi‘  the  demand. 

7506.  You  had  no  waggons  of  your  own  ? — No. 

7507-  {Chairman.)  There  was  plenty  to  convey  away? — Plenty.  We  conti’ived,  if  we 
could,  to  avoid  making  long  journeys  which  did  not  pay;  going  up  to  Westgate  and 
Eye  Hill,  and  those  places,  the  journey  was  too  long ; and  I have  found  on  calculating  it 
that  we  were  like  working  for  nothing. 

7508.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Hid  you  neglect  those  places  ? — High  up  there  I would  not  go  at 
last ; that  was  the  fact.  I kept  where  it  paid  best. 

7509.  You  emptied  those  which  paid  best  and  left  those  which  did  not  pay  to  their 
fate  ? — Those  which  were  far  off ; but  in  the  case  of  a great  many  of  the  poor  people  within 
half  a mile  of  us  we  took  it  out,  when  they  said  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  anything, 
without  charging  them  anything,  when  the  inspector  has  complained  of  them.  Mr.  King 
left  everything  solely  with  me,  so  that  I had  entirety  my  own  way  wth  them. 

7510.  {Chairman.)  Is  tliere  any  other  point  to  which  you  w'ould  like  to  speak  ? — Yes  ; 
there  is  a runner  of  water  in  front  of  where  I live,  in  Ellison  Terrace ; it  looks  into  Pandon 
Dean.  There  is  a runner  of  water,  which  comes  down  there,  which  is  very  annoying  at 
times  ; so  much  so,  that  of  a summer's  morning,  I have  a little  garden  in  front  of  my 
house,  and  when  I have  been  sitting  enjoying  myself  looking  at  my  garden,  I have  been 
obliged  to  shut  my  window. 

7511.  {Mr.  Tmvn  Sirrveyor.)  Do  not  you  think  tliat  Mr.  Glyn  will  be  disposed  to  get 
it  removed  ? — He  will.  I have  had  some  conversation  with  him.  I am  agent  for 
Mr.  Glyn. 

7512.  {Chairman.)  Is  the  Pandon  Dean,  to  which  you  allude,  uncovered  in  front  of 
your  house  ? — Yes  ; the  property  on  one  side  belongs  to  Mr.  Ellison,  and  tlie  other  is  church 
land,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Walter  ; but  it  is  very  annoying. 

7513.  Has  it  been  so  long? — Yes  ; but  I knew  it  when  there  Avas  a line  clear  stream- 
I fished  in  it  when  I Avas  a boy. 

7514.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Did  you  drink  it  Avhen  you  Avere  a boy  ? — Yes ; Ave  Avere 
obliged  to  drink  it. 

7515.  [Chairman.)  Did  you  ever  complain  to  Mr.  Wallace  about  it ; to  say  that  you 
were  annoyed  by  anything  there  ? — No  ; I thought  Mi'.  Ellison,  the  proprietor,  Avas  the 
proper  person,  and  he  tunnelled  part  over. 

7516.  Is  thei  e any  other  point  ? — As  to  paving,  tlie  postman  yestei'da}^  forgot  to  name 
Ellison  Terrace,  which  is  not  paved  in  front ; I do  not  go  much  there,  but  leading  doAvn 
from  Picton  Place  it  is  not  paved  ; it  wants  paving.  I named  it  once  to  the  town  surveyor, 
and  I would  not  pay  any  rent  till  it  was  paid  for. 

7517.  When  would  that  lie  ? — Two  or  three  years  since. 

7518.  And  it  is  just  in  the  same  state  as  it  Avas  then? — Yes  ; it  is  shocking.  I made 
an  observation,  that  I wished  to  liave  that  place  jiaved  leading  doAvn  by  my  front  door 
from  Picton  Place.  I said,  “ I wish  the  corporation  would  do  it ; if  the  corjioration  Avill 
do  it  I wiU  pay  them  from  the  rental."  They  were  only  entitled  to  one-half,  Avhile 
Mr.  Ellett  must  do  the  other.  They  said,  “ Get  the  corporation  to  do  it  and  we  Avill  pay  it.” 

7519.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk)  It  is  a private  sjieculation ? — Yes. 

7520.  And  they  Avould  like  the  town  to  do  what  they  should  do  for  themseWes  ? — I 
told  Mr.  Ellett  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  the  owners  on  the  two  sides,  that  if  they  got  the 
corporation  to  do  it  they  would  pay  them. 

7521.  (Chairmun.)  Is  there  an_y  other  point  ? — I can  only  say  this,  that  the  carriage 
Avay  and  footway  never  Avas  in  such  good  order  as  it  is  at  pi'esent.  I Avas  twenty-two 
years  an  officer  in  the  corporation  and  had  a great  deal  to  do.  I made  a Aveekly  report  to 
the  magistrates  every  week  I had  to  find  fault. 

7522.  (Mr.  Tovj'ii  Clerk)  You  were  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  corjioration  frcan  the 
time  when  you  retired  from  tlie  Northumberland  militia  and  a military  life  at  the  end  of 
the  war  ? — Yes. 

752.3.  Till  18.35?— Till  1837. 

7524.  You  would  have  laid  great  op])ortunities  of  seeing  the  state  of  the  paving  and  of 
the  scavenging  ? — Every  [)lace,  hole  and  corner,  and  every  lodging-house,  and  every  liouse 
of  ill-fame  ; and  I made  a ])rivate  report  as  the  head  of  the  police. 

7525.  Looking  at  the  state  of  the  town  then,  and  the  state  of  the  ioAvn  now,  do  you 
think  they  have  improved  in  scavenging  ? — Yes. 
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7526.  They  have  advanced  with  the  age  ? — Very  much  so.  I have  said  to  Mr.  Gibson, 
“ This  is  a capital  plan  which  you  are  proceeding  on  in  cleansing  out  the  gutters  first,  not 
“ to  choke  them  up,  but  to  sweep  into  the  middle  of  the  street,  and  then  your  carts  get 
“ it  off  Avithout  its  going  into  the  scAvers  that  struck  me. 

7527.  Has  the  paving  and  flagging  improved  do  you  think  too? — Yes;  formerly  the 
corporation  only  put  a kerb  stone  and  one  row  of  flags,  and  sometimes  paved  them  with 
the  stones,  the  sharp  side  up,  which  annoyed  people. 

7528.  That  was  the  ancient  custom  ? — The  ancient  custom,  and  very  bad  it  was.  I 
know  in  my  niglit  rambles  I wished  that  it  was  only  mended.  The  depots  for  manure 
and  things  Avere  also  in  the  heart  of  the  toAvn.  Where  Blackett  Street  and  Eldon  Square 
are,  it  was  a depot  for  manure  ; there  were,  perhaps,  10,000  tons  lying  there  of  all  kinds 
of  filth,  and  it  Avas  a great  place  for  the  boys  going  hunting  the  rats. 

7529.  {Chairman.)  You  have  said  that  the  roadways  and  footAvays  of  the  town  have 
never  been  in  so  good  a condition  as  they  are  noAV? — Never. 

7530.  How  long  have  they  been  in  that  state  ? — I think  they  have  gone  on 
progressively  improving  since  the  ncAV  corporation  came  in. 

7531.  Since  1837  ? — Particularly  since  Mr.  Wallace  came  in  ; in  short,  they  have  gone 
on  progressively  Avith  e\"erything  I may  say,  for  I still  feel  an  interest  in  walking  about 
the  streets  and  taking  notice,  as  I haA^e  always  been  accustomed  to  an  active  life. 

7532.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Mi’.  Wallace  AAvas  an  officer  of  the  old  coi'poration,  as  you 
Avere  ? — He  was.  Mr.  Wallace  came  in  in  1835.  I immediately  saw  improvement. 
Our  late  surveyor  had  his  oavu  Avay ; there  Avas  no  getting  him  out  of  the  old  school. 
He  was  a very  decent  man,  but  there  Avas  no  getting  him  out  of  the  old  school. 

7533.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — No  ; nothing  else. 


Mr.  John  Gallon  examined. 

7534.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state,  as  shortly  as  you  possibly 
can,  the  condition  of  the  Westgate  district  some  time  ago,  and  what  it  is  now,  and  what 
you  have  done  there  for  the  last  few  months  respecting  the  scavenging  principally? — 
PrcAdously  to  September  last  there  Avas  nothing  done  in  the  scavenging  in  the  Westgate 
whatever. 

7535.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Up  to  August  the  council  had  no  power? — No;  and  there 
had  been  nothing  done  whatever.  Some  of  the  streets  had  been  made  twenty  years,  and 
never  had  a brush  put  upon  them. 

7536.  (il/r.  Bateman.)  You  speak  of  the  Westgate  township? — Yes. 

7537.  {Chairman)  That  includes,  or  did  include  a very  considerable  population  in 
August  1853,  did  it  not  ? — About  one-fifth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  borough. 

7538.  15,000  to  20,000  people? — Yes;  there  Avould  be  about  18,000. 

7539.  And  you  say  that,  for  twenty  years,  some  parts  of  that  township  had  not  been 
scavenged  at  all? — No. 

7540.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  What  number  of  scavengers  hav^e  you  on  now? — There 
are  nine  on  at  present  eveiy  day. 

7541.  Have  you  carts  also? — Yes;  and  since  that  period  there  has  been  paid  for 
Avages  105?.  19s.  3d. 

7542.  For  scavenging  exclusively? — Yes  ; for  cartage  66/.  I7s.  6d.,  and  sundries,  for 
brushes  and  deposit,  11/.  18s.  9>d. 

7543.  {Chairman.)  You  could  hardly  have  known  where  to  begin  to  scavenge  in  such 
a district? — There  was  one  street,  Wellington  Street,  from  which,  the  first  day  or  two, 
AA’e  took  200  or  300  loads. 

7544.  What  is  the  length  of  Wellington  Street ; hoAV  many  hundred  yards  ? 

(Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  300,  I should  think. 

{Mr.  Gallon.)  More  than  200  yards. 

7545.  {Chairman.)  Then  you  took  something  like  a load  of  filth  away  for  every  yard 
the  street  was  long? — There  are  several  holes  in  the  pavement,  which  will  hold  half  a 
load ; there  is  no  charge  upon  the  proprietors  for  this  ; it  is  done  gratuitously  by  the 
corporation.  T’hey  have  no  poAver  to  charge  the  occupiers  or  tenants. 

7546.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Do  you  in  the  Westgate  pay  anything  at  all  for 
cleansing  ? — No  ; the  Avhole  of  it  is  gratuitous  expenditure  ; Ave  pay  a highway  rate,  but 
it  is  expended  solely  upon  the  highway  and  footpath  adjoining  it. 

7547.  {Chairman.)  Were  you  about  there  at  the  time  of  the  epidemic?— Yes  ; going 
about  daily  among  the  pri\des  and  ash-pits,  from  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  till  ten 
o’clock  at  night. 

7548.  Did  you  notice  any  coincidence  of  considerable  mortality  in  filthy  places  ? — In 
the  filthiest  place  in  the  Westgate,  I believe,  there  Avas  not  a single  death. 

7549.  Which  is  that?- — One  or  tAvo  houses  in  Peel  Street;  the  very  worst  place  thera 

7550.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  There  Avas  not  a death  in  the  Avorst  houses  ? — No. 

7551.  {Chairman.)  Was  there  any  mortality  in  Peel  Street  ? — There  Avas  ; about  four 
deaths. 

7552.  {}[r.  Toivn  Clerk.)  But  the  dirtie.st  houses  you  say  Avere  exempt? — Yes;  that  is 
to  say,  the  privy  and  dAvelling-rooms  Avere  underground,  and  behind  there  Avas  no 
drainage  from  it ; but  there  Avas  a sort  of  ccssjiool,  Avhich  was  covered  with  a large  door 
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Previously  to  that  it  was  not  known  to  the  inhabitants  residing  there  that  there  was 
such  a place  ; it  was  only  when  an  accumulation  of  about  three  feet  deep  was  taken  from 
the  passage  way,  that  it  was  discovered  through  the  wall ; there  was  a hole  in  the  passage, 
and  the  excrements  were  swimming  about  on  the  top  of  it,  and  the  only  exit  for  them 
was  below  the  sleeper  joists  of  the  dwelling  room. 

7553.  {Chairman.)  In  that  house  there  was  no  death  ? — No,  not  any.  I took  Dr. 
Gi'egson  and  some  other  members  of  the  town  council  on  purpose  to  see  it,  because  I was 
surprised  that  in  some  of  the  very  worst  places  there  was  no  mortality. 

7554.  Is  the  exterior  of  Peel  Street  dirty? — It  was. 

7555.  Was  it  at  the  time  of  the  cholera  ? — Yes. 

7556.  Was  there  any  paving  there  ? — Yes. 

7557.  Anj'^  scavenging  ? — None  previous  to  that  period. 

7558.  Was  the  roadway  covered  with  accumulations  of  filth  piled  up?— Yes;  the 
grates  of  the  sewers  were  purposely  blocked  up  with  ashes  by  the  parties  residing  close 
to  them,  to  pi-event  the  people  depositing  their  night  soil  there. 

7559.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Then  what  did  they  do  with  what  they  had  to  remove  from 
their  houses  ? — They  threw  it  into  the  ash-pits. 

7560.  There  was  nothing  removed  from  Westgate.  Westgate  seems  to  have  been 
gradually  accumulating  dirt  ? — Yes  ; a great  many  of  the  dwellings  are  worse  now 
than  at  that  period  ; for  the  tenants  have  got  to  know  that  they  cannot  be  compelled  to 
empty  them  ; and  they  let  them  get  in  that  bad  way. 

7561.  {Chairman.)  Speaking  generally  of  the  privies  and  ash-pits  in  that  oistrict 
which  you  know,  were  they  in  a bad  condition,  as  well  as  the  roadways  and  footways  ? — 
Yes  ; there  was  always  an  accumulation.  For  this  last  year  or  two  the  parties  went 
about  and  took  them  out,  generally  at  a small  charge ; but  latterly,  owing  to  the  difti- 
culty  of  getting  rid  of  them,  parties  have  had  to  go  about  and  seek  parties  to  get  them 
out ; they  could  not  get  them  away. 

7562.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Do  you  think  there  is  any  report  getting  abroad  there, 
that  the  corporation  are  likely  to  be  compelled  to  empty  their  ash-pits  free  of  expense  ? — 
Yes,  there  is. 

7563.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — I was  very  much  struck  that  there 
should  have  been  so  few  deaths  in  Peel  Street,  more  especially  as  there  was  such  a 
number  of  paupers  there ; and  knowing  that  pauperism  had  been  so  very  prevalent  in 
Newcastle  for  the  last  few  years,  I was  rather  struck  Avith  it. 

7564.  How  many  houses  are  there  in  Peel  Street? — About  twenty-four  or  twenty -five. 

7565.  Were  they  mostly  occupied  as  self-contained  houses? — No;  tenemented  houses, 
the  whole  of  them. 

7566.  How  many  families  would  there  be  to  a house? — I should  think  they 
would  average  nearly  four.  I was  employed  at  the  taking  of  the  census,  and  I took  that 
district. 

7567.  Twenty-four  or  twenty-five  houses,  four  families  to  a house,  would  make  100 
families  in  Peel  Street;  which  at  five  to  a family  would  make  the  population  to  be  500 ; 
and  there  were  only  four  deaths  in  that  population? — Yes,  those  are  all  I know  ; there 
might  have  been  more  than  that. 

7568.  What  kind  of  people  are  they  in  Peel  Street? — Of  very  low  and  bad  habits  ; a 
number  of  Irish  ; you  cannot  get  them  to  put  the  dirt  away  from  them.  I may  say  that 
in  the  year  1851,  one  of  every  four  and  four-tenths  of  the  whole  population  of  Newcastle 
received  parochial  relief ; and  taking  the  working  people  to  be  seventy  per  cent,  of  the 
population,  one  of  every  three  working  people  in  the  year  1851  received  parochial  relief 
in  Newcastle. 

7569.  {3Ir.  Bateman.)  Was  1851  a very  bad  year? — It  was  considered  by  the  press 
to  be  most  prosperous,  and  yet  Ave  had  that  great  amount  of  pauperism.  In  the  year 
1841,  the  expenditure  Avas  only  16,900^.,  Avhereas  in  1851  it  was  29,000Z. 

7570.  {Chairman)  For  poor  rates? — Yes.  In  1841,  there  were  8,704 paupers  relieved 
in  the  whole  union,  out  of  a population  of  71,844  persons  ; whereas  in  1851,  20,228 
received  parochial  relief  out  of  a population  of  89,000. 

7571.  Will  the  increase  of  pauperism  have  been  due  to  the  irruption  of  Irish? — No  ; 
it  Avas  owing  to  a want  of  work  among  the  Avorking  people. 

7572.  Yoti  think  it  Avas  a pauperism  not  confined  to  the  Irish  immigrants,  but  also 
that  there  had  been  an  increase  of  pauperism  in  the  native  population  ? — Yes;  for  this 
reason.  Having  paid  some  attention  to  it,  I made  application  to  a member  of  the  board 
of  guardians  to  ascertain  the  number  of  English,  Irish,  and  Scotch  receiving  relief  They 
had  no  data  Avhereby  they  could  furnish  that  information;  but  some  of  the  officers 
calculated  it  for  a feAV  weeks,  and  it  turned  out  for  about  eleven  Aveeks,  that  out  of 
lOOf  ])aid,  there  was  92/.  odd  paid  to  English,  6/.  to  Irish,  and  the  remainder 
to  Scotch. 

7573.  In  Avhat  year  was  this? — In  the  year  1852. 

7574.  Ninety-two  per  cent,  in  1852  Avas  paid  to  English  ?— Yes,  for  the  eleA^en  veeks 
duiing  Avhich  the  calculation  Avas  made  in  our  district.  In  ten  yeais,  from  1841  to  1851, 
tlie  ]iopnlation  increased  tAvo  and  a half  j)er  ceid'.  annually,  and  paaijnrisin  increased 
tljirtcen  per  cent,  annually ; Avhereas  crime  only  increased  one  and  a (juarter  per  cent, 
annually. 
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Mr.  J.  Gallon.  7575.  Do  you  think  that  in  August  1858,  a considerable  proportion  of  the  population 

that  were  so  poor  as  to  stand  in  need  of  parish  rehef  were  still  the  native  population  ? 

nth  March  1854.  Yes,  I do  ; we  had  certainly  upon  the  books  at  one  time,  in  the  midst  of  the  summer, 
^ about  6,000  who  might  be  said  to  be  the  native  population,  on  a single  day. 

7576.  {Mt.  Six  thousand  people  of  the  native  population  at  once  receivino’ 

parochial  relief  ? — Yes. 

7577.  (Chairman.)  And  how  many  Irish  would  there  be  ? — I could  not  say  that.  For 
a long  period  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  the  Irish  away,  or  refusino-  them 
anything.  They  send  them  away,  whole  drafts  together,  to  Liverpool,  where  they  ship 
them  off.  They  take  them  there  and  put  them  on  board  a vessel,  and  send  them  to 
Ireland. 

7578.  Do  you  know  the  poorer  classes  here  ? — I know  them  in  Westgate,  well.  I have 
been  a householder  there  for  twenty-five  years. 

7579.  Taking  the  Irish  working  population  and  the  English  working  population,  give 
us  a niiion  of  what  the  personal  habits  of  those  people  are? — The  English  are  lar 
superior  to  the  Irish,  and  so  are  the  Scotch,  in  their  personal  habits  about  the  houses. 

758  ).  Taking  100  of  the  working  men  of  the  English  or  native  population  in  New- 
castle, and  supposing  them  to  be  provided  with  decent  houses,  cleansed  and  put  rio-ht 
to-day,  with  decent  privy  and  ash-pit  accommodation  attached  to  them,  and  so  on.  so 
that  they  should  have  the  opportunity  of  keeping  themselves  and  their  houses  in  a clean 
and  wholesome  condition  ; what  do  you  think  would  be  the  state  of  those  100  houses,  say  a 
month  hence  ? — I do  not  think  you  would  find  them  so  dirty  as  they  are  now.  The 
general  reason,  which  I presume  is  the  cause,  is  that  perhaps  an  Irish  family  or  so  come 
in,  and  refuse  to  clean  ; and  the  others  will  not  submit  to  clean  after  them,  and  the 
premises  get  bad  on  account  of  that. 

7581.  Do  you  think  the  native  population  are  inclined  to  keep  themselves  clean  ? — I do, 
because  the  complaint  is  continually  made  to  me,  as  I go  about  the  streets,  of  people  not 
doing  their  part  of  the  work. 

7582.  Do  you  ever  hear  these  people  complain  of  their  privies  and  ash-pits  being  full  ? 
— Daily ; they  come  to  me  daily. 

7583.  They  feel  the  want  of  cleansing  the  conveniences  which  they  have  ? — Yes  ; the 
inspector  of  nuisances  can  tell  the  number  of  complaints  that  I apprise  him  of  from  the 
inhabitants  coming  to  me. 

7584.  You  think  that  if  you  gave  them  the  chance  of  keeping  themselves  clean,  a 
considerable  proportion  of  them,  at  all  events,  would  avail  themselves  of  it  and  would  be 
clean? — I do. 

7585.  (Mr.  Bateman)  You  think  the  majority  would  do  their  best  to  keep  themselves 
clean  ? — Yes,  of  the  English  people.  It  generally  arises  from  one  single  individual  coming 
where  perhaps  there  are  four  or  five  tenants,  and  refusing  to  do  his  share  ; and  the  others 
do  not  Hke  to  clean  after  him. 

7586.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.')  And  in  consequence  habits  of  uncleanliness  are  diffused  among 
the  whole? — Yes  ; someAvill  leave  the  premises  before  they  will  submit  to  do  it  for  the 
dirty  people. 

7587.  (Chairman)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — No,  I did  not  come  prepared  with 
anything  ; I cannot  think  of  anything. 


3Ir.  T.  Bryson.  Mr.  Thomas  Bkyson  further  examined. 

7588.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  You  have  been  a good  while  employed  in  the  management  of 
the  sewers  here  under  the  town  surveyor  ? — Ten  years  last  June. 

7589.  (Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor)  The  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  know  about  the  state  of 
the  sewers.  You  have  been  through  many  of  the  sewers,  I know,  lately  ; and  can  speak  of 
the  pj’incipal  main  sewers  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

7590.  Will  you  state  what  sewers  you  have  been  through  and  what  state  you  found 
them  in  ? — I think  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  Commissioners  I entered  the  sewers.  The 
Commissioner  wished  to  have  that  in  Grainger  Street,  and  that  in  Clayton  Street  examined. 
We  entered  on  the  16  th  of  February. 

7591.  (Chairman.)  We  have  akeady  got  your  evidence  with  I’eferehce  to  the  Grainger 
Street  and  Clayton  Street  sewers,  in  the  one  of  which  you  found  the  bottom  torn  up  and 
in  the  other  silted  up  ? — I have  not  given  this  evidence  yet.  Since  I gave  that  evidence 
I have  again  been  in  the  sewer  to  which  I am  refei-ring.  I entered  the  man-iiole  in 
Clayton  Street,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Green  Market,  in  company  with  Mr.  Wallace  the 
town  surveyor,  and  a very  experienced  workman  in  sewers,  Mr.  Cherry.  We  commenced 
immediately  to  examine  the  sewers  in  Clayton  Street.  We  went  to  the  north  end,  as  far 
as  the  drift  has  gone,  to  nearly  opposite  the  southernmost  entrance  into  the  Green  Market. 
Finding  there  a gully  grate  opening  we  returned,  and  examined  carefully  the  house  drain 
outlets  into  the  sewer.  There  was  a suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Simon  that  we  should  examine 
that  particularly ; we  did  so,  and  there  was  no  house  drain  outlet  there  but  one. 

7592.  (Mr.  Tovm Surveyor.)  Did  you  find  it  perfectly  clean? — Perfectly  clean,  near  the 
junction  with  Nuns  Street;  not  in  Clayton  Street. 
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7598.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  say  there  was  only  one  house  drain  from  Clayton  Sti-eet? — Mr.  T.  Bryson. 

One  house  drain  outlet.  _ 

(Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  There  were  several  small  drains,  but  there  was  one  principal  11th  March  1854. 

outlet  from  these  many  small  drains  into  the  sewer.  

(Mr.  Bateman)  There  might  have  been  many  small  branch  drains,  but  the  joint 
produce  was  conveyed  by  a single  outlet  into  the  main  drain. 

(Mr:  Bryson)  There  was  only  one  outlet  into  the  sewer  near  the  junction  with  Nuns 
Street.  Proceeding  southward  to  near  Newgate  Street,  we  found  a good  number  of  house 
outlets  on  either  side. 

7594.  (Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  Did  you  find  them  all  clean  also  ? — They  were  all  clean, 
free,  and  in  a good  workable  condition,  and  the  sewer  itself  perfectly  clean.  We  turned 
back  and  went  down  Nuns  Street,  all  the  way  examining  carefully  the  house  drain  out- 
lets into  the  sewer.  We  found  them  thoroughly  clean,  every  one  of  them. 

7595.  Did  you  find  in  the  main  sewer  passing  those  two  principal  streets  a good  run  of 
water  ? — A good  run  in  Nuns  Street. 

7596.  (CAairman.).  Did  you  find  any  deposit  in  Nuns  Street? — None  wliatever.  There 
was  especially  one  very  important  outlet  in  the  centre  of  Nuns  Street  from  a common 
privy  in  Nuns  Lane,  which  was  as  clean  as  we  could  wish,  of  a cylinder  shape  ; there 
was  not  the  slightest  soil  there.  Then  we  proceeded  along  Nuns  Street  into  Grainger 
Street,  near  the  south  end  of  Grainger  Street  sewer,  and  then  southward  along  Grainger 
Street  to  the  termination  of  the  sewer,  where  we  found  one  or  two  outlets  from  gully 
grates.  Returning  back  towards  the  north  in  Grainger  Street,  we  proceeded  to  the  head 
of  Market  Street,  examining,  as  I said  before,  carefully  all  the  outlets  from  houses  or 
other  branch  drains,  and  we  found  them  all  in  a clean  workable  condition  ; there  was  no 
soil  whatever.  We  found  the  outlets  in  all  tliese  cases  at  genei'ally  about  an  altitude  of 
one  foot  ten  or  two  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  sewer.  Proceeding  down  to  the  head 
of  Market  Street,  where  the  junction  with  the  sewer  coming  out  from  under  the  Green 
Market  takes  place,  we  saw  a considerable  fiushing  power  of  water  coming  out  from  the 
market  sewer.  We  turned  in  under  the  market,  and  found  that  there  was  a con- 
siderable fall  of  water  coming  from  the  transverse  drains  under  the  market  down  into 
a lower  sewer  in  which  we  were,  at  the  head  of  the  Market  Street,  entering  under  the 
Butcher  Market.  Mr.  Cherry  went  in  under  the  fall  of  water. 

7597.  (Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  Is  Mr.  Cherry  a man  versed  in  these  kind  of  things  ; is  he 
a man  that  has  had  very  much  practice  in  them  ? — Very  much  so ; we  do  not  know  a man 
of  more  experience  and  judgment  in  the  neighbourhood.  Finding  such  a flush  of  water 
coming  there,  we  could  only  account  for  it  by  the  fact  that  we  have  a public  pant  in  the 
Green  Market ; that  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  market ; and  we  have  fountains  there  which 
are  frequently  playing,  and  a public  convenience,  I believe. 

7598.  Did  you  find  a great  run  of  water  from  the  market? — A great  run  of  water  from 
the  market  into  the  head  of  Market  Street  sewer.  We  returned  down  from  that  again 
into  Market  Street  sewer,  and  proceeded  down  to  the  foot  of  Market  Street,  near  the 
junction  with  Grey  Street ; we  examined  that  thoroughly,  and  found  that  there  were  house 
drain  outlets  from  both  sides  of  the  sewer,  both  from  that  next  the  Central  Exchange,  and 
from  the  other.  From  there  we  descended  the  sewer  under  the  High  Bridge,  down  under 
the  old  market  entrance  sewer  into  Grey  Street,  at  the  foot  of  Grey  Street,  where  the 
junction  comes  down  a little  below  the  Branch  Bank  of  England.  We  examined  it  down 
to  the  foot. 

7599.  How  did  you  find  it  ? — We  found  a plentiful  supply  of  water.  In  some  parts 
near  the  High  Bridge  it  would  need  some  repair,  owing  to  sliglit  dilapidation. 

7600.  I suppose  they  were  merely  ordinary  repairs  which  were  wanted  there  ? — Merely 
ordinary  repairs,  which  could  be  soon  done.  When  we  came  to  the  foot  of  Grey  Street, 
we  saw  the  outlets  on  either  side  in  Moseley  Street,  both  west  and  east,  running  clearly. 

7601.  Did  they  seem  to  be  all  clean  as  far  as  you  could  see  ? — Yes,  perfectly. 

7602.  Water  coming  down  both? — Water  coming  down  both.  We  proceeded  then 
down  Dean  Street.  About  half  way  down  Dean  Street  there  is  an  important  outlet 
from  a public  privy  in  St.  Nicholas’s  churchyard  ; we  turned  up  that  junction,  and 
examined  it  very  minutely,  especially  because  upwards  of  two  years  ago  we  made  a very 
great  alteration  both  in  the  convenience  itself,  and  also  in  its  outlet  into  the  sewer,  and 
we  were  anxious  to  ascertain  how  that  alteration  had  effected  the  object  in  view.  We 
turned  right  up  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  public  convenience  there  ; we  examined  it 
very  minutely,  and  we  found  that  all  the  soil  was  clean  flushed  off,  and  nothing  remained. 

7603.  How  often  is  that  common  privy  flushed  off"  in  the  course  of  the  day? — Twice  a 
day,  or  more  if  we  think  it  necessary. 

7604.  You  can  speak  to  a certainty  of  twice  a day? — Yes. 

7605.  The  drain  from  it  into  the  Dean  Street  sewer  was  perfectly  clean  ? — Perfectly 
clean,  with  no  soil  retained  or  remaining. 

7606.  Did  you  examine  the  branch  sewers  in  Dean  Street  ? — Yes. 

7607.  How  did  you  find  the  whole  of  them  ?-r— The  whole  of  them  were  clear  ; it  cannot 
be  otherwise  ; the  outlets  into  the  sewer  cannot  be  obstructed  in  any  way  ; if  there  is  any 
silting  up,  it  must  be  in  the  branches  where  we  could  not  see. 
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Mr.  T.  Bryson. 


7608.  As  far  as  you  could  see  them  they  were  clear  ? — Yes.  Then  we  proceeded  down 
Dean  Street  to  the  junction  with  the  Side.  AYe  found  that  there  was  a nice  run  of  water 

1 1th  March  1854.  from  the  Side,  coming  from  the  west  side  into  Dean  Street.  Going  down  the  Side  we 

— . examined  the  drain  outlets  all  the  way  along  till  we  came  to  the  bottom  of  the  Butcher 

Bank,  which  drains  Pilgrim  Street  all  the  way  up,  and  Northumberland  Street.  AVe 
found  all  that  outlet  free  and  clear.  AV^e  proceeded  downward,  down  the  Sand  Hill,  to 
the  river  here,  where  there  is  a junction  with  another  old  sewer,  formerly  in  use,  but  which 
I believe  had  been  altered  before  I had  any  connection  with  it. 

7609.  You  found  it  perfectly  right  ? — Yes,  and  I am  quite  certain  that  it  is  right  at  tlie 
j)resent  moment,  in  the  very  same  Avay  as  we  found  it  then.  You  will  notice,  too,  that 
there  is  an  old  sewer  at  the  bottom  of  the  Side,  running  down  the  Sand  Hill  into  the 
river.  The  houses  adjoining  the  north  side  of  the  Sand  Hill  are  nearly  all  drained  into 
the  old  sewer.  There  are  one  or  two  exceptions  ; there  is  a house  Avhich  did  belong  to 
Mr.  Temple  drained  into  the  new  sewer,  but  almost  all  of  them  are  drained  into  the  old 
sewer  there.  The  new  one  has  never  been  blown  up,  and  never  been  full. 

7610.  The  old  one  is  only  two-fifths  of  the  capacity  of  the  new  one?^ — Yes.  'maen  we 
retraced  our  steps,  and  took  the  very  same  route  as  we  had  descended  all  the  way  up.  AVe 
went  up  into  Grainger  Street ; that  part  in  particular  which  the  Commissioner  wished  us 
to  examine  ; at  the  north  end,  just  at  the  junction  with  the  sewer  coming  out  of  Nelson 
Street,  we  examined  in  particular  if  there  were  any  house  drain  outlets  from  the  Central 
Exchancre. 


7611.  Into  the  Grainger  Street  sewer  ?— Yes,  towards  the  north  end ; we  found  that  there 
was  no  drain  outlet  from  that  side  next  the  Exchange  into  the  Grainger  Street  sewer. 

7612.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  The  outlet  from  the  Central  Exchange  is  into  Grey  Street  ? — 
There  are  outlets  into  Grey  Street,  but  there  are  also  outlets  into  Market  Street  from 
the  Central  Exchange. 

7613.  None  into  Grainger  Street  ? — None  into  Grainger  Street. 

7614.  (Chairman)  Is  this  the  place  where  you  found  the  bottom  torn  up  ? — Some  of 
these  flags  had  been  turned  up  from  the  following  cause,  as  we  think,  after  more  deliberate 
reflection  about  it : we  were  letting  off  large  reservoirs  of  water  up  at  the  Gallowgate 
coal  metal  seam,  where  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of  water. 

7615.  Have  they  been  relaid  since  the  time  when  you  examined  them  on  the  16th 
of  February? — We  have  got  them  out,  but  not  relaid  them  yet.  We  have  turned  the 
water  for  the  purpose  of  relaying  or  inqu'oving  the  bottom,  if  possible,  from  a flat  shape 
to  a concave  form.  That  was  the  spot  which  Mr.  Simon  wanted  us  to  examine,  more 
particularly  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Mx-.  Scott,  the  tailoi’,  on  that  side  of  the  Exchange. 
We  took  tlie  greatest  pains  possible  to  examine  it.  AVe  found  that  there  was  no  outlet 
thei’e ; then  we  proceeded  on  up  Nelson  Sti’eet,  where  we  found  a good  flush  of  water 
coming  tlu’ougli  from  Blackett  Street,  under  St.  James’s  chaperdown  into  Nelson  Street,  not 
far  from  the  end  of  Nelson  Street,  into  Grainger  Sti’eet ; that  was  perfectly  free  and  clear. 

7616.  (Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Was  Mr.  Cheriy  with  you  that  night  ? — Mr.  Clierry  was 
up  as  far  he  could  get.  It  gets  smaller. 

7617.  AVas  it  all  clear  ? — It  was  all  clear  as  far  as  be  could  go,  and  as  far  as  he  could 
see  up.  Then  we  pi'oceeded  onward  from  that  up  Nelson  Street,  where  there  is  another 
important  outlet  from  a public  privy  in  the  Gi-een  Market.  We  found  that  also  all  clear 
and  clean. 

7618.  You  found  no  soil  about  the  mouth  of  the  drain  ? — No  soil  about  the  mouth  of 
that  outlet  from  the  Green  Market  public  piivy.  From  that  we  proceeded  up  under 
Gx’een  Court,  ci’ossing  Newgate  Street,  as  far  up  Darn  Crook  to  where  we  find  the  incli- 
nation very  much  increased,  and  a rapid  run  of  watei’,  so  that  we  considered  it  quite  unne- 
cessary to  go  any  further.  AVe  then  returned  down  Nelson  Street,  under  Newgate  Street 
and  Gi’een  Coui’t,  along  Gi'ainger  Sti’eet,  up  Nuns  Sti'eet  to  the  same  outlet  at  which  we 
entered  in  Clayton  Street,  west  of  the  Green  Market,  after  being  in  exploi’ing  and 
examining  upwards  of  four  hours.  That  is  the  first  night’s  excui’sion. 

7619.  (Chairman)  AVhat  was  the  last  time  that  you  were  in  these  same  sewers  before  the 
16th  of  February? — I think  I was  in  Dean  Street  perhaps  just  a little  before  the  cholei’a. 
I do  not  think  I was  in  it  from  the  time  of  the  epidemic  till  the  time  that  we  now  allude  to. 

7620.  Taking  such  sti’eets  as  Nuns  Street  and  Nelson  Street  and  Grainger  Street,  what 
state  were  they  in  the  last  time  you  saw  them  before  the  cholera  ? — At  the  time  I was  in, 
except  a comparatively  slight  silting,  they  were  all  free.  A silting  up  at  the  bottom'I  mean. 

7621.  (Mr.  Bateman)  A slight  deposit? — A slight  deposit.  They  are  made  with  a 
concave  bottom  foi’med  with  brick. 

7622.  (Chairman)  AVhat  do  you  think  was  the  amount  of  the  deposit  at  the  time  of  the 
Cholera  in  Nuns  Sti’eet,  or  Nelson  Street,  or  Grainger  Street.  I take  these  streets 
because  I suppose  them  to  bo  just  about  the  best  in  the  town  ? — I could  not  say.  I think 
Grainger  Street  sewer  was  perfectly  free.  Even  when  these  bottoms  were  turned  up,  to 
which  I alluded  when  I was  first  sent  in,  there  was  very  little  silting  up.  There  was  a 
good  flush  of  water  ; but  a bottom  or  two  turned  up. 

7623.  In  Grainger  Street  there  was  a ponding  up  of  sewage  water? — Yes. 

7624.  (Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor)  AVhat  do  you  think  was  the  reason  of  that  ? — AVe  think 
it  wax  from  the  letting  off  of  such  an  immense  quantity  of  water  from  the  reservoirs  at 
the  very  time  when  the  snow  storm  was  dissolving,  in  the  middle  of  December. 
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7625.  Are  not  you  aware  that  at  that  part  where  the  stone  was  torn  up  there  Avas  a 
very  old  sewer,  a part  of  the  old  Dean  which  Mr.  Grainger  had  not  remodelled  ? — I tliink 
for  a very  short  space,  evidently  from  the  mode  of  construction  and  the  stones,  it  had  the 
appearance  of  an  old  sewer  in  that  particular  part  of  Grainger  Street. 

7626.  Do  you  think  that  that  was  the  particular  cause  of  the  silting  up? — In  that  part 
no  doubt. 

7627.  When  was  the  next  night’s  excursion? — This  was  on  the  Thursday  the  16th  of 
February.  The  next  excursion  Avas  on  the  IMonday  folloAving.  This  I Avould  remind  the 
Commissioners  is  a personal  inspection  ; such  as  is  perhaps  not  exactly  Avhat  Mr.  Lee 
referred  to,  when  he  said  that  he  had  made  a personal  inspection  of  some  of  the  sewens. 
This  is  really  an  actual  personal  inspection  of  them. 

7628.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Mr.  Lee  did  not  take  a walkthrough  the  sewers  as  you  have 
done? — -No.  He  could  not  be  there  Avithout  my  knoAvledge.  He  Avas  never  in  them  at 
all,  although  he  said  so. 

7629.  {Chairman)  I must  correct  you  there.  Mr.  Lee  did  not  say,  at  least  as  I 
understood  him,  that  lie  had  ever  been  in  any  of  them  ; but  that  he  had  “ looked  into 
“ and  inspected  ” some  ; an  ansAver  further  explained  by  the  answer  immediately  following 
it,  in  Avhich  he  refers  to  “seAvers  that  Avere  formerly  deans  or  brooks,  now  partly  open 
“ and  partly  covered  ?” — Certainly,  the  minute  says  he  looked  in  and  saAv  them,  lam 
noAv  at  the  Monday  night  the  20th  of  Febiaiary.  We  entered  the  seAver  in  Clayton 
Street,  the  Arest  or  south-Avest  side  of  Westgate  Street.  From  that  Ave  proceeded  1 
nortliAvardin  Clayton  Street,  to  the  junction  in  Westgate  Street,  Avhere  that  silting  up  wms. 

7630.  You  gave  us  the  eAudence  upon  that  the  other  day? — Yes.  AVe  went  on 
in  Clayton  Street  to  the  end  of  Fenkle  Street,  and  nortliAvards  toArards  the  Clayton 
Arms  on  to  the  head  of  the  sewer  near  NeAvgate  Street,  but  it  has  no  continuation 
up  under  NeAVgate  Street.  AAY  returned  back  again  along  the  seAver.  It  Avas  ])artly 
silted  up  from  the  cause  Avhich  Avas  spoken  of  on  a previous  examination.  Passing  on  Ave 
went  along  examining  Clayton  Street  to  the  south-west,  and  all  the  house  drain  outlets, 
and  found  every  one  of  these  house  drain  outlets  free  and  clear. 

7631.  {Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  Y'^hat  run  of  Avater  did  you  find  in  the  Clayton  Street 
seAver  after  coming  down  by  Westgate  Street  ? — There  Avas  a good  run  of  Avater  in  the 
south-west  pjartof  Clayton- street,  when  you  are  on  the  south-Avest  side  of  Westgate  Street 
junction.  The  floAV  of  Avater  Avas  pretty  rapid,  especially  Avhen  you  go  soutliAvard  under 
the  Cattle  Market  to  where  Ave  come  to  the  junction  formed  with  that  relieving  seAver  to 
Avhich  Mr.  Lee  alludes. 

7632.  {Mr.  Bateman)  I suppose  Mr.  Lee  correctly  described  the  shape? — Most 
decidedly.  AVe  have  no  objection  to  that. 

7633.  (Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor)  AVliat  condition  did  you  find  it  in? — Thoroughly  good. 

7634.  ACas  there  any  silting  at  all  in  it  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

7635.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Is  the  descent  rapid  in  that  part? — The  descent  in  that 
relieving  part  of  the  seAver  Avhich  Air.  Lee  saAv  Avhen  he  A\ms  here  is  one  in  seventy-tAvo. 

7636.  An  egg  shape,  Avith  a flat  bottom,  you  think,  in  that  situation,  Avould  do  A^ei'y 
AA'ell? — The  best  possible. 

7637.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  You  did  not  thiidc  that  it  was  a bad  shape  for  the  pur[)Ose 
that  it  is  applied  to  there  ?— I knoAV  it  is  not  a bad  shape. 

7638.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  From  your  practice  and  experience,  your  opinion  is  adverse 
to  that  of  Mr.  Lee  upon  tlie  point  ? — I am  quite  prepared  to  illustrate  the  thing.  In 
fact,  Ave  have  ocular  demonstration  from  half  a year’s  trial  that  it  is  the  best  possible.  I 
will  show  you  the  section.  I should  first  Avish  to  refer  you  to  the  circumstance  of  tins 
relieving  seAver  being  adopted  at  all.  This  is  the  seAver  before  we  made  any  alteration 
(producing  a plan).  This  is  Churchill  Street  and  this  is  Alarlborough  Crescent.  This  is 
the  house  of  Air.  Richardson,  who  gaAm  evidence,  I think,  before  the  Commissioners,  that 
liis  house  Avas  inundated  or  flooded  Avitli  Avater  so  frequently.  This  is  his  branch  drain  ; 
.and  he  annoyed,  I believe,  the  Toavh  Improvement  committee  in  seeking  redress.  I do 
not  know  how  often,  l>ut  very  frequently  for  some  years  ; and  I knoAv  that  they  Avere 
Avilling  to  do  ail  they  could  t(j  relieve  him.  AA^e  altered  this  surface  at  one  time,  and  still 
he  considered  that  we  had  not  given  him  relief.  This  is  the  fall  of  this  house  into  the 
sewer  {showing  the  same). 

7639.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  One  foot  four? — Yes.  This  is  the  other,  from  the  otlier  house. 

7640.  Tavo  feet  six  ? — Yes. 

7641.  You  found  Mr.  Richardson’s  house  liable  to  be  inundated  by  Avater? — Decidedljo 

7642.  There  Avas  an  old  circuitous  sewer  there  ? — Yes. 

7643.  AA^itli  a narroAv  Ijottom,  probaldy  ? — Not  a narroAV  Imttom. 

7644.  But  which  sometimes,  Avhen  filled  Avith  Avater,  Avould  dam  up,  and  fill  his  cellar? 
— (Mr.  Bryson.)  Especially  from  the  circumstance  of  these  seAvers  coming  all  togethei', 
there  being  a junction  at  tliat  place. 

7645.  (il/r.  Bateman  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  In  order  to  relieA’e  it,  and  to  keep  the 
Avater  ,as  low  as  possilde  in  times  of  flood,  wlien  a large  quantity  is  going  doAvn,  you  made 
a short  cut  ? — Clearly  so. 

7646.  With  a fl.at  l)ottom,  to  give  as  much  area  to  the  water  <at  the  bottom  of  the  seAver 
as  jAossible? — Yes,  tliat  is  the  reason  why  Ave  made  it  that  ])eculiar  form. 

{Mr.  Bryson.)  In  every  respect,  that  Avas  the  best  shape  that  could  be  adopted  luuler 
the  circumstances. 

3 N 
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11th  Marcli  1854. 
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7647.  {To  Mt.  Bryson.)  You  did  not  apprelieiid  any  difficulty  or  any  evil  effect  from  ii 
flat  bottom  there,  in  consequence  of  there  being  a considerable  run  of  tolerably  clear 
water  and  a tolerably  rapid  declivity  theie  ? — A great  declivity,  and  nearly  always  clear ; 
sometimes  a little  turbid  in  a great  stream  of  water,  but  it  certainly  answers  every 
purpose  that  we  Avanted. 

7649.  And  in  the  night  of  your  second  excursion  you  found  it  sweet  and  clean  ? — Quite 
so  ; and  we  know  at  this  present  moment  that  it  is  so,  and  at  any  time  in  half  an  hour 
we  could  examine  it.  We  have  a mandiole  just  above  it,  and  could  expose  it  at  any 
time  ; so  that  we  have  a proof  at  command  at  half  an  hour’s  notice,  at  any  time. 

7650.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Did  you  attend  Mr.  Lee  during  his  examination  of  tlie 
sewers  ? — No. 

7651.  As  to  the  actual  inspection  of  the  sewers,  was  Mr.  Lee  in  any  of  the  sewers? — 
None. 

7652.  That  is  not  your  general  form  of  sewer? — It  is  not  our  general  form,  although 
we  have  adopted  a similar  form  in  other  places. 

7653.  For  similar  reasons? — For  similar  i-easons.  We  have  a great  many  sections  to 
show  the  uniform  system  that  we  now  use,  although  Mr.  Lee  thinks  we  have  no  system. 

7654.  In  that  you  differ  ? — We  differ  in  toto.  I think  Mr.  Lee  should  have  asked  if 
Ave  had  any  reasons  for  Avhat  we  had  done  there  before  giving  that  evidence. 

7655.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk  to  Mr.  John  Cherry)  You  accompanied  Mr.  Bryson  on  his  visit 
to  these  places  Avhich  he  has  been  describing  ? — Yes. 

7656.  You  have  had  some  experience  in  those  matters? — I have. 

7657.  You  have  heard  Avliat  Mr.  Bryson  has  said  ; is  it  all  correct? — I cannot  make 
any  better  of  it,  I tliink,  to  speak  the  truth. 

7658.  You  have  no  connection  Avith  the  corporation  ; you  are  not  a corporation  officer? 
— No  ; I am  employed  as  a workman  by  them. 

7659.  Occasionally? — At  present. 

{Mr  Bryson.)  I have  not  yet  flnished  my  account.  We  left  the  sewer  said  to  be  of  so 
bad  a form,  and  descended  the  inflrinary  sewer,  Avhere  we  found  a strong  flush  of  water 
coming  from  a brancli  drain  adjoining  the  infirmary.  After  we  left  that,  tliere  Avere  no 
more  branch  outlets  into  the  sewer ; but  a good  sewer  it  was,  all  the  way  down  to  where 
it  crosses  underneath  the  Carlisle  railway  arches.  There  it  divides  itself  into  two  sewers. 
We  Avent  all  the  way  doAvn  one  of  these,  and  found  the  sewer  perfectly  clean  and  free 
from  obstruction,  right  doAvn  to  Skinner  burn  into  the  liver.  That  was  our  route,  and  we 
I'eturned  again  the  same  way,  all  uj)  Clayton  Street  up  the  same  outlet  or  man-hole  in 
Clayton  Street,  after  I think  about  three  hours  and  a half  ])leasurable  excui’sion. 

7660.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Have  you  put  to  sea  again  .since  then? — Not  since  then; 
Mr.  Cherry  lias,  I know,  and  certain  others. 

7661.  (To  Mr.  Cherry.)  How  did  you  find  the  other  sewers  which  you  have  gone  into 
since  this  journey  with  Mr.  Bryson  ? — All  the  sewers  that  I have  been  in  are  perfectly 
clean  at  present. 

7662.  In  what  ]iart  of  the  toAvn  have  you  been  since  that  ? — I have  been  again  in  all 
the  sewers  that  he  has  mentioned. 

7663.  They  are  in  the  same  condition  ? — They  are  nearly  in  the  same  condition  that 
tliey  were  at  that  time.  In  Clayton  Street  all  the  sediment  coming  down  Avas  not  taken 
aAvay  on  the  night  that  Mr.  Bryson  Avas  in,  but  I have  been  in  with  some  other  men 
since  that  time,  and  it  has  been  taken  away ; and  noAv  the  water  runs  bare  upon  the 
bottom  free  from  any  sediment  at  all. 

7664.  You  have  nothing  to  add  to  Avhat  Mr.  Bryson  has  stated,  except  that  that  has 
been  remoAmd,  and  that  the  seAver  is  now  clean  ? — Just  so. 

7665.  (Mr.  Bryson.)  Mr.  Cherry  has  been  in  the  sewer  in  Grey  Street,  along  Shakespeare 
Street,  Mai'ket  Street,  and  Hood  Street  ? — Yes. 

7666.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Bryson.)  In  the  AAunter  and  in  the  spring  you  have  a 
considerable  amount  of  rain,  have  you  not,  coming  down  your  sewers  and  flushing  them  ? 
— Most  undoubtedly. 

7667.  Last  year  was  an  unusually  dry  year  in  the  summer,  was  it  not? — Part  of 
the  summer  I think  it  Avas  ; certainly  towards  the  end  of  the  summer  it  was  not. 

7668.  At  that  time  you  will  have  had  comparatively  much  less  water  pas.sing  down 
your  sewers  than  in  December,  January,  and  up  to  the  16th  of  February  last  ? — It  is 
quite  possible  there  might  be  less  ; I do  not  doubt  that  there  might  be  less. 

7669.  Do  you  doubt  that  it  was  very  much  less  ? — -We  have  a continual  run,  whether 
it  is  Avet  Aveather  or  dry  Aveather. 

7670.  Of  course  even  the  quantity  of  that  continual  run  varies  ? — It  varies  with  the 
state  of  the  weather. 

7671.  And  you  do  not  doubt  that  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September  last 
you  had  an  infinitely  less  quantity  of  water  running  doAvn  and  flushing  your  sewers  than 
you  had  in  last  December,  January,  and  the  first  half  of  February? — Not  an  infinitely 
less  quantity,  but  we  might  have  less. 

7672.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Considerably  less? — Considerably  less. 

7673.  {Chairman)  Therefore  having  less  water  to  flu.sh  your  scAvers  at  the  time  to 
which  our  inquiry  is  directed,  do  you  doubt  that  they  might  have  been  in  a very  much 
worse  condition  then  than  that  in  which  you  found  them  on  the  16th  and  20th  of 
February  last  1 — I think  it  might  be  worse. 
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7674.  We  know  of  course  that  it  might  have  been  so,  but  do  you  yourself  doubt  that 
it  was  worse,  and  very  considerably  worse  ? — I think  it  might  be  worse  ; I cannot  say  to 
what  extent. 

7675.  ( Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  not  you  think  it  wotdd  be  worse? — I think  it  might. 

7676.  (Chairman)  Of  course  we  all  of  us  know  that  the  state  of  your  sewers  might 
possibly  have  been  infinitely  worse  in  July,  August,  and  Se])tember  185o  than  in 
January  and  February  1854,  but  we  wish  to  know  whether  you  cannot  go  beyond  the 
assertion  that  that  was  possible  ? — The  word  “infinitely”  is  too  strong  a term  ; had  you 
said  “gi-eatly”  I would  have  assented. 

7677.  I will  say  “ greatly  worse”  then  ? — Had  you  said  “considerably  ” I would  have 
assented. 

7678.  You  agree  that  owing  to  the  difference  which  you  would  have  with  respect 
to  your  natural  flushing  powers,  the  state  of  the  sewers  will  have  lieen  greatly  or 
considerably  worse  in  the  cholera  time  than  now  ? — Yes,  that  is  reasonable. 

7679.  {Mr.  Totvn  Clerk.)  You  heard  yesterday  the  description  by  Mr.  Shipley  of  the 
state  of  the  streets  at  the  Shield  Field  ? — Yes. 

7680.  He  first  complained  that  they  were  not  paved  ? — Yes. 

7681.  And  then  that  they  were  not  visited  by  scavengers  ? — Just  so  ; it  is  correct. 

7682.  Can  you  tell  us  how  that  happens  ? — They  are  streets  which  are  just  now 
progressing. 

768.3.  They  are  a speculation  of  builders? — Entirely  of  builders  ; Wesley  Terrace  I am 
speaking  of. 

7684.  Do  you  think  it  is  the  duty  of  a building  speculator  to  make  a street,  or  of  the 
town  for  him  ? — It  is  his  duty,  I believe  ; and  there  is  one  reason  I might  assign.  The 
people  in  Wesley  Terrace  have  applied  to  me  telling  me  that  they  could  not  get  any 
workmen  or  material  to  pave  the  streets,  and  they  have  told  me  latterly  that  if  I find 
them  workmen  and  paving  they  are  willing  to  pay  for  it  We  have  almost  as  great  a difiiculty 
as  they  have  ; we  have  not  a great  many  paviours  in  the  town,  and  stone  has  been  bad 
to  get  of  late  on  account  of  the  shipping  being  so  well  employed. 

7685.  With  respect  to  the  scavenging  of  tho.se  streets  what  have  you  to  state  ? — We 
cannot  scavenge  them ; they  are  just  full  of  refuse  from  the  builders  who  are  working 
there  and  from  the  ashes  laid  down.  It  is  a work  of  some  time  before  a large  town  like 
this  where  many  streets  are  building  can  be  put  in  a proper  state  fit  for  scavenging  ; it  is 
a work  of  time  before  all  those  things  can  be  done. 

7686.  Have  you  got  some  analyses  made  of  the  drinking  waters  of  the  town  ? —I  have. 

7687.  Look  at  the  analysis  marked  D ; what  water  is  that;  it  Avas  sent  anonymously 
to  the  operator? — The  vicar’s  pump. 

7688.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  put  that  document  in? — {Tlte  witness  delivered  in 
the  same). 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  That  which  is  the  softest  and  purest  water  in  the  country  is, 
according  to  the  scientific  testimony,  not  fit  to  be  drunk. 

7689.  (Mr.  Batemam.)  You  think  that  the  analysis  cannot  be  right  ? — (Mr.  Town  Clerk) 
It  is  utterly  impossible.  I cannot  place  the  slightest  faith  in  it.  I was  born  witiiin  100 
yards  of  the  vicar’s  pump.  I have  drunk  the  water  all  my  life,  and  it  is  the  purest  and 
softest  spring  watei’  that  I ever  ta.sted,  and  I cannot  drink  water  in  a limestone  country 
at  all. 

The  following  is  the  document  cdluded  to  .- 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  March  20th,  1854. 

An  Analysis  (of  an  Imperial  Gallon)  of  different  Spring  Waters,  by  Richardson  and 

Drowell. 


Spital  Water, 
Street,  near  the 
Railway  Station 


'’Carbonate  of  lime  ami  magnesia,  precipitated  by  boiling 
Sulphate  of  lime  - - - - - - 

Westgate  Soluble  salts  of  earth  and  alkali  - - - - 

Central  < 

Grains 


24-42 

27-00 

22-68 


74-00 


A considerable  quantity  of  organic  matter. 


Near  the  (giuI. 

I’crty  .Street. 

Doltson’s. 

jMaiiors. 

Hay  .Market. 

New  Bridge  .Street. 

Matter  precipitated  Iry  Iroiling,  chiefly  car- 
bonate of  lime  - - - _ 

14-48 

20-80 

9-80 

Sulphate  of  lime  - - - - 

133-84 

46-72 

23-12 

Soluble  salts  of  tbe  earths  and  alkalies 

12-08 

32-48 

39-08 

Grains 

160-40 

100-00 

72-00 

Mr.  T.  Bryson. 
nth  March  1854. 
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Mr.  T.  Bryson. 
11  ill  March  1851. 


Mr.  J.  Witlker. 


These  waters  all  contain  traces  of  organic  matter.  The  Hay-Market  water  appears  free 
from  nitrates  ; but  that  from  the  Manors  is  so  loaded  with  this  salt  that  the  red  fumes  oi 
l.iyponitrous  acid  are  evolved  on  heating-  the  dry  residue.  Mr.  Dobson’s  water  also 
c ontains  some  nitrate,  hint  not  to  the  same  extent.  The  three  waters  are  all  very  hard,  and 
owe  tlieir  hardness  principally  to  the  most  objectionable  of  all  salts,  the  sulphate  of  lime 


A 

Spit.ll 

Tongues. 

B 

North 

Elswick. 

C 

St.  Thomas’ 
Terrace. 

D 

Vicar’s 

Pump. 

a 

Fighting 
Cocks  Pant. 

D’ 

Vicar’s 

Pump, 

Ciirbonatc  of  lime,  &e. 

5-48 

1-00 

16-36 

25-20 

2-50 

24-00 

Sulpluitc  of  lime  - - - 

20-59 

26-56 

39-03 

36-42 

29-87 

47-79 

Soluble  salts  of  the  earths  ami  alkalies 

9-93 

22-44 

22-21 

40-78 

16.63 

32-21 

Grains 

36-00 

50-00 

77-60 

92-40 

49-00 

104-00 

The  waters  marked  C and  D contain  a large  proportion  of  organic  matter,  from  which 
J )’  was  nearly  free ; the  other  samples  all  contain  some,  but  not  more  than  nsnally  exist 
in  all  waters.  The  samples  marked  B and  C indicate  the  presence  of  a considerable 
(piantity  of  idtrate,  evolving  red  fumes  when  heated.  C’  and  D’  also  contain  traces,  as 
indicated  by  the  indigo  test.  These  are  all  hard  waters. 


Mr.  John  Walker  examined. 

7690.  {Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  I believe  yon  have  a good  deal  of  property  about 
Sandgate  ? — Yes,  my  brother  and  I have. 

7691.  Will  you  give  the  Commis.sioners  a short  account  of  that  property;  how  it  is 
situated,  and  what  has  occurred  in  it  during  the  epidemic  ?— We  have  only  had  three  deaths 
I’rom  cholera  in  all  our  tenements. 

7692.  {Chairman)  What  parts  of  Sandgate  belong  to  you? — My  brother  and  I have 
nearly  three  whole  entries. 

7693.  What  are  the  names  of  the  entries  ? — Part  of  Nimmo’s  Entry,  on  the  south  side, 
Boar  Entry,  on  the  north  side,  and  most  jiart  of  Wood  Entry  on  the  north  side  also. 

7694.  {Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  They  are  about  the  middle  of  Sandgate  ? — Yes,  past  the 
Sv.drle. 

7695.  {Chairman)  In  these  three  entries  how  many  houses  have  you  got  ? — I think 
my  brother  and  I have  about  fifty-two  tenants  altogether,  when  all  are  occupied. 

7696.  Fifty-two  families  ?— Yes,  say  upwards  of  200  people. 

7697.  Those  200  people  had  only  three  deaths  among  them  ? — Only  three  deaths,  and 
one  of  them  was  the  very  cleanest  person  of  the  whole ; many  times  I have  pointed 
her  out  as  an  example  to  the  whole  of  the  tenants. 

7698.  Do  you  think  her  cleanliness  killed  her? — No,  I do  not  think  that;  she  was  a 
tender  body,  poor  thing. 

7699.  Are  you  sure  she  died  of  cholera  at  all  ? — I cannot  say,  for  I was  not  at  home  at 
the  time ; the  neighbours,  being  Irish,  and  .she  Irish  herself,  fled  from  her  when  .she  was 
taken  ill,  and  the  poor  woman  may  have  died  from  the  want  of  regular  assistance ; .she 
Avas  a i-emarkably  clean  Avoman.  I think  Ave  might  brave  the  Avhole  town  for  healthines,3 
in  Sando-ate.  I Avas  born  in  Sandgate,  and  my  ancestors  all  lived  there,  and  were  brought 
n]-»  there,  and  they  lived  to  an  old  age ; and  another  thing  I can  tell  you,  that  out  of  the 
families  of  the  tenants  that  Ave  have,  I Avill  take  tAventy  children,  and  I will  present  them 
to  any  other  tAventy  in  the  toA\m,  and  if  they  do  not  beat  them  for  health  I will  forfeit  my 
existence. 

7700.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  rather  put  Sandgate  forward  as  being  a samjile  of  Avhat  a 
toAvn  oiio-ht  to  be  ? — -There  are  so  many  lanes,  and  at  every  flood-tide  the  Avind  comes  up. 
It  is  not°  certainly,  a respectable  place,  but  as  far  as  health  goes  I should  not  care  to  live  my 
life  there  o\mr  again. 

7701.  Have  you  lived  there  all  your  life  ? — All  my  life.  I am  upon  the  New  Road 
noAv. 

7702.  {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk)  Just  behind  it  ? — Just  behind  it ; it  is  next  door  you  may 
.say.  All  my  forefiithers  Avere  brought  up  there. 

7703.  You  are  attached  to  Sandgate  ? — Yes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a deal 
of  Irish  in  it  noAV ; that  it  is  rather  different  from  Avhat  it  Avas  Avheu  I Avas  a young- 
man. 

7704.  It  Avas  more  select  when  you  Avere  a young  man  ? — Yes.  ^ 

7705.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  Avhich  yon  Avould  like  to  .speak  to  ? — I 
can  speak  to  no  other  point.  I think  Avithiu  the  last  year  or  tivo  there  has  been  a great 
im])roAmment  in  the  cleanline.ss  of  Sandgate;  the  corporation  have  flagged  the  north  .side, 
and  that  has  made  a great  improvement. 
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7706.  {Mr.  Town  Glerh.)  The  corporation  have  pulled  down  a good  deal  of  it,  have 
they  not  ? — Yes,  towards  the  river. 

7707.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  How  many  houses  have  you  pulled  down 
in  Sandgate  since  the  corporation  became  possessed  of  any  property  there  ? — Idie  plan  will 
show  it. 

7708.  Will  you  reckon  up  the  number  of  houses  that  have  been  pulled  down  by  the 
corporation  at  any  time  since  they  became  possessed  of  any  propex'ty  there? — I will. 

The  following  statement  was  afterwards  handed  in. 

“ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

“Town  Surveyor’s  Office,  20th  March,  1834. 

“ The  corporation  of  Newcastle  since  first  they  purchased  property  in  Sandgate,  about 
tire  year  1839,  have  pulled  down  thirty  distinct  buildings,  several  of  which  were  occupied 
by  two,  three,  and  four  families  each. 

“ Eobt.  Wallace,  Town  Surveyor.” 

(Mr.  Walker.)  The  corporation  have  certainly  done  a great  deal  of  good  to  the  place. 

7709.  (Chairman.)  We  know  that  they  have  done  so  in  times  of  epidemic ; but 
have  you  known  them  do  it  in  the  interval  between  those  times  ? — Yes. 

7710.  How  many  times? — I think  they  did  almost  aU  the  lanes,  that  were  thorough- 
fares, from  street  to  street.  There  are  some  where  the  lane  does  not  go  all  the  Avay  up  ; 
then  they  consider  that  private  property,  and  the  proprietors  have  had  to  do  it  themselves. 
I have  had  to  do  mine  myself  on  one  side. 

7711.  Of  course  it  is  a great  advantage  to  keep  the  places  clean? — Yes  ; for  my  part  I 
pay  one  of  the  tenants  so  much  a week  to  keep  the  yards  clean,  and  have  done  for  these 
four  or  five  years,  Avhicli  makes  a gi-eat  change  in  that  property  now. 

7712.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  You  have  been  fortunate  in  your  tenantry;  you  have  only 
lost  three  ? — Yes,  I have  been  very  fortunate,  having  such  a number  of  them. 

7713.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  any  further  point  to  speak  upon  ? — None,  unless  you  put 
any  questions  to  me. 


John  Clayton,  Esq.,  further  examined. 


Mr.  Clayton  delivered  in  the  folloiving  paper. 

Account  of  Sums  raised  under  the  Servers  Rate  and  expended  in  making  Ncav  Sewers, 


1849 

1850 

1851 
1859 
1853 


£ s.  d. 
336  0 0 

1,268  1 4 

1,306  19  8 

1,413  7 n 
1,578  15  6 


Total  of  five  years  - - 5,903  4 5 

(Mr.  Clayton.)  Up  to  the  year  1849,  everytliing  that  was  expended  in  respect  of 
seAvers  Avas  expended  out  of  the  private  funds  of  the  corporation. 

7714.  (Chairman.)  Then  you  got  a Local  Improvement  Act,  authorising  you  to  levy 
sewer  rates? — Before  1849,  because  Ave  made  the  first  rate  in  1848,  and  began  to  collect 
in  1849  ; the  Act  of  1846  Avould  give  us  the  poAver. 

7715.  In  the  five  years,  from  J849  to  1853,  you  levied  seAver  rates  amounting  to  the 
sum  mentioned  in  this  paper,  and  also  expended  them  ? — Yes  ; there  Avould  be  some 
excess  of  expenditure,  but  that  Ave  have  no  account  of. 

7716.  But  generally  you  expended  the  amount  here  given  ? — Yes. 

7717.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  You  do  not  recover  any  of  this  from  the  private  OAvners  ? — No  ; 
we  keep  a separate  account  when  Ave  deal  Avith  a private  OAvner. 

7718.  In  addition  to  the  1,100^.  or  1,200/.  a year  Avhich  you  seem  to  have  spent  in 
making  public  sewers,  have  you  spent  anything  in  making  private  seAveis,  which  you 
have  been  repaid  by  the  owners  of  the  property  ? — Yes ; several  hundred  pounds,  not 
in  private  seAvers,  but  in  sewers  made  under  the  Act  at  the  expense  of  individuals.  I 
should  think  not  any  considerable  sum. 

7719.  (Chairman.)  Say  1,000/.  ? — I should  think  that  Avould  cover  it. 

( i\[r.  Clayton.)  I Avill  noAv  detain  3^11  but  a very  short  time  in  making  a feAv  obser- 
vations on  the  evidence,  and  in  dealing  Avith  the  charges  which  have  arisen  against  the 
council  or  the  gOAnrning  body  of  the  corporation  during  this  inquiry.  We  will  take  tlie 
last  suliject  Avhich  Ave  have  discussed  first,  the  sewerage  of  the  toAvn.  On  the  eAudence 
of  Mr.  Lee,  he  having  so  little  means  of  information,  I shall  not  make  any  comment.  On 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Rawlinsou  I sliall  say  a few  Avords.  Mi'.  RaAvlinson  I belicAm  to  be 
a very  competent  judge;  I believe  him  to  l>e  a very  fair  and  lionourable  man,  and  that 
he  wished  to  give  a fair  account  of  what  he  had  seen.  Mi'.  RavA^linson  says;  “For  the 
“ extent  of  area  and  tlie  ])opulation  of  NeAvnastle,  I think  I could  safely  say  that  in 
“ Newcastle  I found  that  more  mone}^  liad  lieen  expended  upon  sewers  than  in  any  toAvii 
“ where  I have  eAmr  been.”  Upon  being  asked  Avhether  he  thought  it  iudiciously 
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MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEPOKE  THE 


,T.  Claytov,  Esq.  expended,  lie  says : “ It  had  never  entered  into  any  person’s  mind  to  set  out  with  a 

comprehensive  system.”  In  a town  that  is  built  by  degrees,  you  cannot  perceive  what 

11th  March  1854.  it  is  to  be  ; you  cannot  set  out  with  a comprehensive  system,  “ and  therefore,”  (continues 

Mr.  Rawlinson,  “ the  sewering  had  been  a system  of  patch-work,  and  had  arisen  upon 

“ the  necessity  of  the  case.  I believe  that  the  new  part  of  Newcastle  is  sewered  as  well 
“ as  the  knowledge  of  that  day  enabled  the  parties  to  do  it.”  He  says,  “ In  no  town 
“ where  I have  inquired,  that  I can  recall  to  my  recollection,  did  I find  that  so  much 
“ money  had  been  expended  upon  sewers  as  in  Newcastle.”  Then,  on  the  subject  of 
the  branch  drains,  he  says,  “ In  Birmingham,  for  instance,  I found  that  the  largest 
“ houses  in  the  best  parts  of  the  town  had  no  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  water-closet 
“ refuse  but  by  passing  it  out  on  to  the  gutter  by  the  side  of  the  highway.  Houses  letting 
“ for  150/.  and  200/.  a year  were  drained  in  that  mannei-.”  Then  he  concludes,  “A  far 
“ greater  extent  of  sewerage  had  been  done  in  Newcastle,  taking  population  for  popula- 
“ tion,  than  had  been  done,  I believe,  in  Birmingham,  or  any  other  place  which  I have 
“ inspected.”  You  have  heard  the  practical  working  of  the  sewerage  of  Newcastle  as 
described  by  the  witnesses  ; it  is  not  so  symmetrical  as  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  been 
done  ad  at  once,  and  done  by  a man  of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  science,  but  for  all  practical 
purposes  I do  not  believe  that  we  can  improve  it.  I will  not  waste  more  words  on  this 
subject  because  I know  that  you  have  associated  with  you  a gentleman  who  perfectlj' 
miderstands  the  subject.  Upon  his  judgment  and  upon  his  decision  I shall  confidently 
rely.  The  next  point  to  which  I shall  allude,  which  has  been  advanced  in  the  way  ol 
charge  against  the  corporation,  is  the  subject  of  paving  and  of  flagging.  With  respect 
to  the  flaggings  of  aU  the  best  parts  of  the  town,  I am  sure  that  they  need  not  shrink 
from  competition  with  the  streets  of  London  ; that  they  are  as  well  constructed,  and  in 
many  cases  of  much  better  materials  than  the  flaggings  of  the  streets  of  London.  With 
respect  to  the  macadamising  of  streets,  I think  a great  error  has  been  committed,  and 
that  wherever  you  macadamise  a street,  you  prepare  a repository  of  mud,  and  that  you 
camiot  keep  the  streets  clean  ; you  cannot  keep  the  footways  clean  where  the  streets  are 
macadamised.  We  have  fallen  into  that  error  ; they  have  fallen  into  it  in  London.  Both 
towns,  I believe,  will  correct  that  error  and  will  revert  to  the  ancient  system  of  paving, 
adopting  tlie  best  method.  W ith  respect  to  the  scavenging  of  the  streets,  I believe  the 
corporation  have  done  as  much  as  they  could  possibly  do.  They  have  exerted  themselves  as 
far  as  their  means  allowed  them.  Combined  with  this  subject  is  the  cleansing  of  the  middens 
and  ash-pits.  I do  not  think  any  system  will  be  complete  until  the  whole  of  the  duty  ot 
cleaning  the  middens  and  ash-pits  is  taken  by  the  town  at  large.  That  is  not  the  practice 
in  the  towns  of  this  Idngdom  generally ; Manchester,  perhaps,  is  the  only  exception. 
You  cannot  get  the  party  himself  to  clean  his  ash-pit  and  his  midden  sufficiently 
frequently,  if  he  has  to  do  it  at  his  own  expense.  In  Manchester  they  have  adopted  the 
practice  of  doing  it  at  the  expense  of  the  town  at  large.  Here  it  would  occasion  an 
addition  to  the  cost,  and  might  occasion  some  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
but  until  that  system  is  adopted,  I am  quite  satisfied  that  no  satisfactory  result  can  be 
obtained.  No  powers  that  we  possess  under  our  Acts  will  secure  the  town  against 
accumulations  in  middens  and  ash-pits  in  private  repositories.  We  have,  as  we  have 
shown  by  the  financial  statement  delivered,  applied  for  the  purposes  of  the  streets 
annually  considerable  funds  from  the  corporate  property.  Without  an  additional  charge 
of  3,000/.  or  4,000/.  a year  we  cannot  follow  the  example  of  Manchester,  and  carry  out 
a proper  system  of  cleaning  middens  and  ash-pits.  We  have  no  power  of  making  a rate 
for  that  purpose,  but  still  it  may  be  effected,  because  for  other  purposes,  which  purposes 
we  at  present  aid  by  the  a]iplication  of  the  general  revenue  of  the  corporation  property, 
we  may  make  a further  rate.  By  so  doing  we  shall  set  at  liberty  funds  of  the  coiporation 
applicable  to  meet  the  increased  charge  alluded  to,  and  if  the  inhabitants  are  willing  to 
submit  to  a further  rate,  we  shall  be  able  to  give  in  effect  perfect  cleanliness  in  those 
respects.  We  have  been  accused  of  neglect  of  public  privies.  We  have  delivered  in  a 
plan,  showing  where  our  public  privies  are,  and  I venture  to  say,  having  looked  at  other 
places,  that  you  vdll  not  find  that  any  part  even  of  London  itself  is  more  plentifully 
supplied  with  public  privies.  We  are  accused  of  not  having  exercised  the  powers  we 
possess  of  cleansing  filthy  and  unwholesome  dwellings.  Now  these  powers  are  always 
considered  arbitrary ; people  do  not  like  their  private  arrangements  to  lie  interfered  with, 
and,  generally  speaking,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  occupier  or  the  owner  of  a house  to  keep  it 
clean  himself.  If  the  authorities  interfere  to  clean  houses  at  all,  it  will  be  in  the  case  of 
inhabitants  of  very  uncleanly  habits,  and  I do  not  think  the  effect  of  their  good  work  in 
cleansing  Avould  last  for  any  length  of  time.  We  liave  no  doubt,  as  you  have  in  all  large 
towns,  many  streets,  alleys,  and  courts,  which  are  not  in  a satisfactory  state,  and  which 
cannot  be  jiut  in  a satisfactory  state,  so  far  as  regards  sanitary  considerations.  You  find 
the  same  in  London,  you  find  the  same  in  Edinbnrgli,  in  Glasgow,  and  Liverpool.  I 
venture  to  say  that,  in  any  of  those  towns,  I can  take  you  into  woi'se  places  than 
Sandgate  or  Pandon,  dogger’s  Entry,  or  the  Mill  Entiy;  and  those  places  in  other  towns 
have  not  the  prospect  of  being  removed  as  Sandgate  has,  and  as  the  Mill  Entry  has. 
The  corporation  have,  for  many  years,  been  wisely  pursuing  the  system  of  acquiring 
gradually  that  property  in  Sandgate  by  the  side  of  the  river,  with  the  object  of  finally 
removing  the  iiresent  buildings  and  their  occupants,  and  applying  the  property  to  commer- 
cial purposes.  The  Mill  Entry  is  in  the  way  of  the  approach  to  the  High  Level  Bridge,  and  is 
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also  likely  to  be  demolisbed  at  no  distant  time  ; and  the  owner  of  dogger’s  Entry,  who  has 
shown  so  laudable  a disposition  to  support  the  character  of  his  property,  Avill  have  an 
opportunity  of  improving  that  character,  as  it  will  very  soon  stand  by  the  side  of  a 
j)rincipal  approach  to  the  town.  The  corporation  are  charged  Avith  having  neglected  to 
make  byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  slaughter-houses.  Now  I think  I may  venture  to 
say  that  you  have  scarcely  had  before  you  the  complaint  of  a nuisance  occasioned  by  a 
slaughter-house,  and  that  the  slaughter-houses  in  Newcastle  are  generally  well  conducted, 
and  occasion  as  little  annoyance  to  the  public  as  institutions  of  that  sort  necessarily 
must.  We  are  also  accused  of  having  omitted  to  make  byelaws  for  the  regulation  of 
common  lodging-houses.  I do  not  know  that  we  could  have  done  very  much  more  good 
than  we  have  by  any  byelaws  which  we  could  have  made,  because  the  difficulty  arises 
from  the  definition  of  the  word  “ common  lodging-house.”  The  regular  and  registered 
lodging-house  is  not  the  building  which  occasions  the  greatest  mischief ; it  is  the  lodging- 
house  which  you  cannot  prove  to  be  a common  lodging-house  Avithin  the  meaning  of  the 
Act,  for  example  a house  inhabited  by  an  Irish  family,  that  does  the  mischief  They 
receive  all  of  the  same  country;  you  have  no  means  of  showing  that  they  i-eceive 
any  payment  for  so  doing ; and  if  the  police  go  to  them,  their  lodgers  are  their  aunts, 
their  uncles,  their  cousins,  or  their  brothers  or  sisters.  We  attempted  in  our  last 
Town  Improvement  Act  to  get  inserted  a definition  of  the  word  “common  lodging-house,” 
which  would  have  enabled  us  to  cure  this  mischief ; but  Lord  Redesdale,  Avho  very 
properly  exercises  a very  rigid  superintendence  of  local  legislation,  objected  to  it.  He  said, 
“It  is  quite  right  that  it  should  be  defined,  but  it  is  quite  wrong  that  the  law  of 
“ Newcastle  should  be  different  from  the  general  law  of  the  country.  The  legislature 
“ ought  to  pass  an  Act  generally  for  that  purpose  ; but  I cannot  let  you  have  a common 
“lodging-house  in  Newcastle  which  is  not  a common  lodging-house  elsewhere.”  We  are 
also  accused  of  having  neglected  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  which  we  had  to  compel 
the  consumption  of  smoke.  We  have  had  a defective  power  for  some  years,  which  was 
obtained  with  some  difficulty  by  the  council  of  that  day,  a difficulty  amongst  themselves  ; 
but  which  power  we  found  still  greater  difficulty  in  putting  in  force.  At  that  time  many 
people  believed  that  smoke  could  not  be  consumed.  We  had  not  had  the  experience  of 
Manchester,  and  the  clause  was  in  other  respects  defective,  and  we  Avere  not  able  to  act 
upon  it.  In  the  last  session  we  obtained,  I think,  a complete  clause,  and  I had  the 
})leasure  to  see  that  Lord  Redesdale  in  the  House  of  Lords  complimented  the  town  for 
not  haAdng  asked  to  exempt  even  glass-houses  from  its  opei'ation.  The  council  resolved 
that  the  b^est  that  can  be  done  should  be  done  with  every  sort  of  manufactory  that 
produced  smoke.  The  corporation  are  blamed  for  the  state  of  the  gas  of  the  town.  We 
heard,  I think,  the  chairman  of  that  company  describe  his  gas  as  of  a very  brilliant 
character,  as  gas  which  was  not  deficient  in  light  or  in  any  other  property  that  ought  to 
belong  to  gas.  The  council  certainly  had  an  impression  that  the  gas  miglit  be  brighter 
and  that  the  toAvn  might  be  lighter  than  it  was;  and  in  the  year  1846  Ave  got  an  Act  of 
Parliament  to  enable  the  corporation  to  purchase  the  gas  works  and  supply  the  town 
Avith  gas  themselves.  In  taking  that  measure  the  town  followed  tlie  example  of 
Manchester ; we  fomid  the  corporation  of  Manchester  in  possession  of  the  gas  Avorks  of 
tlie  town,  supplying  the  town  plentifully  with  light,  and  also  improving  the  coders  of  the 
borough.  The  finance  committee  of  the  corporation  proceeded,  having  obtained  that  Act, 
to  negotiate  with  the  gas  company.  They  agreed  upon  the  terms  of  purchase  of  the 
existing  works,  and  they  recommended  those  terms  to  the  confirmation  of  the  council,  and 
they  put  the  report  upon  the  subject  before  the  council  of  the  11th  of  June  1851.  At 
that  period  a great  clamour  out  of  doors  was  got  up.  It  was  insinuated  that  the  council 
were  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  town  to  the  interests  of  the  gas  company  ; that  they 
were  going  to  pay  too  much  for  the  works,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  finance  committee 
Avas  negatived  in  the  council.  I believe  tlie  council  were  influenced,  not  by  their  own 
judgment,  but  by  the  feelings  of  their  constituents,  by  which  those  Avho  voted  against 
the  measure  felt  themselves  bound.  At  that  time  we  were  obliged  to  give  up  the 
]jurchase,  and  the  gas  Avorks  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  existing  company. 
The  state  of  the  water  supply  has  also  been  made  an  item  of  blame  against 
the  corpoT-ation,  though  the  evidence,  I think,  shows  pretty  clearly  that  they  could 
do  nothing  with  it.  It  certainly  would  have  been  better,  and  it  certainly  is  a sound 
principle,  that  the  supply  of  water  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  town  ; that  the  sujiply 
should  be  paid  for  by  a rate  upon  the  whole  of  the  toAvn,  and  that  each  house  shoidd  lie 
supplied  with  water.  That  system,  under  the  able  direction  of  Mr.  Bateman,  your 
colleague,  is  now  in  operation  at  Manchester,  and  is,  I think,  most  beneficial,  and  the 
only  course  which  will  ever  give  entire  satisfaction  in  the  supply  of  water.  We  are  not, 
I am  afraid,  here  in  a state  in  which  that  system  will  be  easily  adopted,  inasmuch  as  tlie 
siqiply  of  water  here  is  in  the  hands  of  a company  Avho  have  expended  a very  large 
capital.  Two  water  establishments,  duplicate  pijies  and  duplicate  works,  would  scarcely 
tend  to  cheapen  the  supjJy,  and,  therefore,  unless  at  a future  time  the  town  should  buy 
up  the  works  of  the  existing  company,  the  works  for  the  supply  of  Avater  cannot  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  town.  I do  not  wish  to  say  anything  to  the  prejudice  of  the  existing 
com])any.  I believe  that  they  have  produced  a vast  improvement  in  the  suppl}^  of  water 
to  this  town.  My  late  friend  Mr.  Alderman  Potter,  Avho  had,  I believe,  the  most 
benevolent  feelings  and  the  greatest  consideration  for  the  poor  of  any  man  Avitliiu  my 
knowledge,  took  a very  leading  part  in  the  formation  of  that  company,  I believe  from 
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benevolent  motives.  He  was  removed  before  the  occurrences  of  last  yeai’,  otherwise  I am 
quite  sure  he  would  have  deeply  felt  the  imputation  that  the  company  had  in  any  degree, 
by  resorting  to  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Tyne,  aggravated  the  malady  with  which 
we  have  been  afflicted.  In  resorting  to  the  Tyne,  it  ought  to  be  stated  that  the  company 
merely  followed  an  example  which  had  been  set  in  the  year  1834,  when  an  Act  was 
passed  for  establishing  a water  company,  which  Act  contained  a clause  that  no  water 
sliould  be  supplied  by  that  company  but  the  Tyne  water.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  genei'ally 
known  what  is  the  liistory  of  that  clause.  The  company  established  by  that  Act  of 
Parliament  constituted  at  that  day  an  innovation.  There  had  been  an  ancient  company 
established  in  the  year  1698,  which  had  supplied  the  town  with  spring  water  up  to  that 
time.  The  rival  company  were  resisted  by  that  company,  who  relied  on  their  vested 
rights,  founded  upon  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  date  of  William  the  Third,  in  the 
springs  around  the  town ; and  therefore  they  obtained  tlie  insertion  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  new  company  of  a clause  prohibiting  their  resorting  to  anything  else  but  the 
Tyne.  The  old  company  thought  they  had  secured  their  position,  that  the  new  company 
liad  got  so  l)ad  a material  that  they  would  beat  them  in  competition.  They  entered  into 
that  competition,  and  they  stood  it  for  a year.  Proper  filter-beds  were  established  by  the 
new  company,  and  they  were  then  fresh  and  in  full  operation,  and  it  was  found  that 
the  Tyne  water  was  so  much  softer  than  any  water  which  could  be  got  from 
the  springs  around,  that  it  was  preferred  by  the  consumers  ; and  the  old  company,  who 
relied  upon  the  springs  were  beaten  out  of  the  field.  The  Tyne  water  continued  to  be 
supplied  to  the  inhabitants  till  the  Whittle  Dean  water  company  was  established  under 
the  circumstances  which  I have  stated.  The  water  that  we  supply  from  the  pants  and 
]nunps  in  the  town  has  been  a good  deal  libelled  by  the  scientific  analysis,  not  I think  in 
any  other  way ; practically  I have  given  evidence  against  that  analysis,  and  I feel 
confident  that  we  have  in  the  town  the  means  of  supplying  om’selves  with  very  good 
s})ring  water  for  drinking.  The  Whittle  Dean  water,  unmixed  with  the  water  of  the 
Tyne,  has  been  found  to  be  very  good  drinking  water,  and  probably  the  Whittle  Dean 
company  will  be  able  for  the  future  to  secure  a supply  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  go  on 
without  resorting  again  to  the  water  of  the  Tyne.  The  scale  of  mortality  of  Newcastle 
has  been  represented  to  be  much  greater  in  proportion  than  that  of  other  districts.  I 
have  taken  a little  pains  to  investigate  the  matter.  Mr.  Lee,  I must  say  not  very  fairly, 
attempted  to  compare  us  with  the  districts  of  Haltwhistle  and  Bellingham,  two  entirely 
])astoral  di.stricts.  Haltwhistle,  he  .said,  was  also  a mineral  district.  I happen  to  be 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  it.  There  are  two  or  three  land  slate  collieries  worked  by 
gins,  and  I believe  but  one  steam-engine  in  the  whole  parish.  In  the  parish  of  Bellingham 
I do  not  believe  there  is  any  steam  engine.  These  are  quite  pastoral  districts,  and 
there  is  no  compai'ison  whatever  between  them  and  Newcastle.  The  comparison  between 
us  and  Tynemouth,  and  between  us  and  Gateshead,  is  not  either  fair.  Our  district 
comprises  purely  the  borough  population.  Those  districts,  Tynemouth  and  Gateshead, 
comjn-ise  a great  rural  population,  and  of  course  the  rate  of  mortality  is  much  less  in  a 
rural  population  than  in  a town  population.  I have  had  a statement  prepared  from  the 
Begistrar  General’s  returns,  showing  the  rate  of  mortality  in  1849,  1850,  1851,  and  1852, 
comparing  Newcastle  with  Livei-pool  and  West  Derby,  with  Manchester,  Salford,  and 
Chorlton,  with  Leeds,  and  with  Hull.  Liverpool  and  West  Derby,  and  the  Manchester 
district  both  include  a comsiderable  rural  population,  and  yet  I find  that  in  1849, 
Newcastle  was  twenty-eight  per  1,000,  Liverpool  forty -three  per  1,000,  Manchester  thirty- 
three,  Leeds  forty-two,  and  Hull  fifty-four ; so  that  Newcastle  was  much  superior  to  all 
those  places.  I find  that  in  1850  Newcastle  was  reduced  to  twenty-three  and  four-tenths, 
Liverjjool  was  twenty-six,  Manchester  was  twenty-eight,  Leeds  was  twenty-four,  Hull 
was  twenty -six  ; Newcastle  was  still  the  best  of  all.  I find  that  in  1851,  Newcastle  was 
twenty-six,  Liverpool  was  thirty,  Manchester  was  twenty-nine,  Leeds  was  thirty-one,  and 
Hull  was  twenty-six.  I shall  leave  this  paper  with  you  ; there  is  onl}^  one  more 
observation  upon  it  that  I shall  make,  and  that  is  on  a table  given  at  page  eighty  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  12th  annual  report  of  the  mortality  in  .some  of  the  great  cliolera 
fields  of  England,  on  the  sea  coast  and  navigable  rivers,  and  I find  Newcastle  contra.sted 
with  others.  Out  of  twenty-three  town.s  there  are  only  three  towns  in  which  the 
mortality  is  less  than  in  Newcastle. 

7720.  Those  five  towns,  Newcastle,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Hull  you  would 
consider  as  aftbrding  a fair  parallel  ? — Yes  ; save  that  I believe  in  all  those  towns  there  is 
included  a larger  rural  district.  We  have  no  rural  district  at  all.  I should  say  that 
Gla,sgow  was  a very  fair  town  to  compare  us  with ; but  notwithstanding  that,  I find  that 
we  are  superior. 

7721.  {Mr.  Bateman)  The  municipal  borough  of  Glasgow  contains  also  a considerable 
rural  district ? — Yes;  buti  think  you  will  find  that  the  mortality  of  Glasgow  exceeds 
ours  a good  deal. 

The  witness  delivered  in  the  follotving  document. 

The  following  table  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  reports  shows  that,  as  compared 
with  other  demsely  populated  towns,  even  where  sanitary  improvements  have  been  more 
advanced  than  in  Newcastle,  it  is  fully  equal  or  superior  as  far  as  the  moidality  supplies  a 
test ; 1853  is  not  given,  as  Newcastle  presented  an  extraordinary  increase  of  deaths  in 
the  quarter  ending  September  1 853  ; but  when  that  mortality  is  contrasted  with  other 
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towns  visited  by  cholera  in  1849  and  1853,  it  Avill  be  seen  that  it  need  not  slirink  from 
the  comparison.  In  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  a large  area  of  country  containing 
suburbans,  villas,  and  farms  is  included 
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89,156 

2,493 

28 

2,090 

23iA 

2,333 

26-2 

2,725 

30-6 

Liverpool  and 
West  Derby  ^ 
Manchester, 

411,515 

17,840 

43  4 

10,797 

26-2 

12,540 

30-5 

10,627 

25-8 

Salford,  and 
Chorlton  - ^ 

433,328 

14,416 

33-3 

12,249 

28 

12,633 

29-1 

14,614 

33-7 

Leeds  - 

101,343 

50,670 

4,201 

42 

2,502 

24-7 

3,182 

31-5 

3,371 

33-3 

Hull  - 

2,736 

54 

1,325 

26-1 

1,315 

26 

1,482 

27-2 

The  proportions  of  deaths  from  cholera  to  every  1,000  of  the  population  in  1849  and 


1853  are  as  follows,  including  all  given  by  the  Registrar  as  examples  : — 

1849. 

London — St.  Saviour’s,  Southwark  - 15*3 

1853. 

St.  Clave,  ditto 

18-1 

Bermondsey,  ditto 

St.  George’s,  Borough  Road 

16'1 

- 

16-4 

- 

Rotherhithe 

20-5 

Merthyr  Tydvil 

23-4 

- 

Neath  - - - - 

16-9 

- 

Hull 

24-1 

• 

Plymouth  - 

16-7 

- 

East  Stonehouse 

14-8 

- 

Stoke  Damerel  - 

19-3 

- 

Liverpool  - - « 

16-7 

- 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

(no  account)  say  4 ■ 6. 

16*4 

In  an  elaborate  table  given  at  page  80  of  the  Registrar’s  Twelfth  Annual  Report  on  the 
“Mortality  in  some  of  the  great  Cholera  Fields  of  England,  on  the  Sea  Coast  and 
“ Navigable  Rivers,”  the  contrast  is  also  in  favour  of  Nevjcastle.  The  following  are  the 
results  deduced  by  him.  I omit  the  data  for  the  sake  of  clearness  : — 


Disxaicis. 

Ordinary  Mortality  in  the  Summer 
Quarter  from  all  causes. 

Proportion  per  cent. 

Annual  rate  of  Mortality  in  the 
Summer  Quarter  of  1849. 

Proportion  per  cent. 

Males, 

Females. 

Tot.al. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

London  . . - 

1-284 

1-189 

2-473 

5-136 

4-756 

9-892 

Bristol  - - - 

1-509 

1-279 

2-788 

6-036 

5-116 

11-152 

Bodminster  - 

1-120 

•935 

2-055 

4-480 

3-740 

8-220 

Clifton  - - 

1-147 

1-051 

2-198 

4-588 

4-204 

8-792 

Merthyr  Tydvil 

2-551 

2-546 

5-097 

10-204 

10-184 

20-388 

Neath  ••  • . - 

2*097 

2-342 

4-439 

8-388 

9-368 

17-756 

Liverpool  - - - 

2-125 

2-305 

4-430 

8-500 

9-220 

17-720 

West  Derby  - - 

1-520 

1-414 

2-934 

6-080 

5 ’656 

11-736 

Tynemouth  - • » 

1-631 

1-571 

3-202 

6-524 

6-284 

12-808 

South  Shields  - - - 

•936 

•992 

1-928 

3-944 

3-968 

7-912 

Ne  wcastle-on-Tyne 

•950 

•798 

1-748 

3-800 

3-192 

6-992 

Sunderland  - - - 

•840 

•727 

1-575 

3-392 

2-908 

6-300 

Sculcoates  - - - 

2-541 

2-447 

4-988 

10-164 

9-788 

19-952 

Hull  - - - - 

3-632 

3-519 

7-151 

14-528 

14-078 

28-606 

Portsea  Island 

2-289 

2-013 

4-302 

9-156 

8-052 

17-208 

Alverstock  - - 

2-268 

1-590 

3-858 

9-072 

6-360 

15-432 

Southampton 

1-534 

1-237 

2-771 

6-136 

4-948 

11-086 

South  Stoneham 

•836 

•739 

1-575 

3-344 

2-956 

6-300 

Plympton,  St.  Mary  - 

•709 

•720 

1-429 

2-836 

2-880 

5-716 

Plymouth  - - 

2-627 

2-189 

4-816 

10-508 

8-756 

19-2(54 

East  Stonehouse 

2-772 

1-870 

4-642 

11-088 

7-480 

18  - 568 

Stoke  Damerel  - - 

2-995 

2-504 

5-499 

11-980 

10-016 

21 -996 

St-Gerraam’a 

1-790 

1-993 

3-783 

7-160 

7-972 

15-132 
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J.  Clayton,  Esq.  From  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  on  the  ordinary  scale  of  mortality  there  were 

only  three  towns,  out  of  twenty-three,  lower  than  Newcastle  ; that  in  eleven  towns  the 

lltli  March  1854.  j.^te  was  more  than  double  that  of  Newcastle  ; that  in  two  it  was  three  times,  and  in 
Hull,  four  times  greater. 

At  the  visitation  in  1849  also,  there  were  only  three  towns  lower  in  the  proportion  of 
deaths  ; in  eleven  it  was  double  that  of  Newcastle  ; in  three  it  was  three  times  greater, 
and  at  Hull  four  times  greater ; so  that,  when  the  sanitary  improvements,  effected  in 
Newcastle  from  1849  to  1853,  were  taken  into  account,  there  was  every  reason  to  have 
anticipated  a very  different  result  than  that  which  followed  the  return  of  the  epidemic  in  1853. 

This  view  is  also  confirmed  by  the  general  average  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  who, 
in  liis  twelfth  annual  report  states  that  the  average  annual  rate  of  mortality  in  towns  is  26, 
and  of  the  country  18,  in  1,000  ; and  that  in  the  summer  of  1849  these  rose  to  41  and 
23  respectively.  The  average  of  the  cholera  years  in  Newcastle  is  35-7,  and  of  ordinary 
years  26 ‘6. 

But  it  may  properly  be  objected  that  averages  cover  the  excessive  mortality  of  particular 
localities  ; now  a more  detailed  comparison  of  the  sub-districts,  given  for  1849,  shows  that 
in  nineteen  out  of  thirty-six  instances  the  mortality  of  Newcastle,  in  1853,  was  less  than  that 
of  other  towns  more  favourably  situated  in  1849,  and  that  the  worst  districts  of  this  town 
compared  advantageously  with  all  of  the  others  in  tlie  latter  years. 


In  London.-  -Sub  District  Bethnal  Green,  the  deaths  to  every 

1,000  were 

- 

40 

Whitechapel,  North 

- 

- 

51-5 

Stepney 

- 

32-2 

Surrey. 

St.  Saviour's,  Southwark 

- 

- 

46-2 

St.  Olave 

- 

- 

104 

St.  John  - - 

- 

- 

50 

Bermondsey,  St.  Mary  Magdalen 

- 

- 

51 

St.  George’s,  Borough  Road 

- 

- 

51-6 

Lambeth  Church,  2nd 

- 

- 

52 

Rotherhithe 

- 

46 

London  District. 

Sub-District  East  Greenwich 

- 

- 

52*5 

Chelsea  South  - _ - 

- 

- 

30 

„ North  West - 

- 

34-7 

Westminster 

- 

- 

30-3 

St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields,  Charing  Cross 

- 

33-6 

Marylebone  Rectory 

- 

- 

36-4 

St.  Pancras,  Camden  Town 

- 

- 

40-5 

St.  Giles,  South  - _ - 

- 

- 

43-3 

Holborn,  St.  Andrew,  East 

- 

- 

43-6 

West  London,  North 

- 

- 

90’1 

London,  City,  South  West 

- 

- 

32-5 

Shoreditch,  Holywell 

- 

- 

36-2 

Haggerstone,  West  - 

- 

- 

41-2 

Liverpool 

- St.  Martin’s,  Sub-District  - 

- 

- 

51-5 

Howard  Street,  ditto 

> 

- 

71-8 

Dale  Street  ditto 

- 

- 

63-2 

Mount  Pleasant,  ditto  (few  cases  of  cholera) 

- 

48- 

Manchester 

- Ancoats,  Sub-District 

- 

- 

42- 

Deansgate,  ditto 

- 

- 

36- 

London  Road,  ditto 

- 

- 

40 

Market  Street,  (including  workhouse  retimns) 

- 

51 

St.  George’s  ditto 

- 

- 

42 

Leeds 

- South  East  ditto 

- 

- 

58 

Hull 

- Humber  ditto  - 

- 

- 

51-2 

St.  Mary’s  ditto 

- 

- 

63 

Myton  - 

- 

- 

53-3 

Newcastle 

- Westgate 

- 

23*3 

St.  Andrew 

- 

23' 

St.  Nicholas 

- 

- 

33-3 

All  Saints 

- 

- 

29-5 

Byker 

" -■ 

- 

3- 

{Mr.  Clayton^  It  is  imjiuted  to  us  that  we  at  Newcastle  are  averse  to  the  introduction 
of  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Health  ; there  is  perhaps  a natural  di.sposition  in 
Englishmen  to  manage  theii-  own  concerns  ; and  we  must  be  excused  for  wishing  to  retain 
the  management  of  our  own  concerns.  Certainly  grave  doubts  are  entertained  whether 
the  addition  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health  during  the  late  attack  of  cholera 
did  any  good,  or  whether  we  should  not  have  done  better  without  thern.  We  have  unfor- 
tunately a feud  amongst  our  medical  men  at  this  moment — and  you  would  collect  from  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Gavin  that,  when  he  got  amongst  them,  he  found  himself  in  the  crater  of  a 
volcano — but  there  are  many  who  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed,  by  Dr.  Clark  that, 
during  the  cliolera  of  1832,  when  we  had  not  the  jiresence  of  any  medical  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  we  managed  our  affairs  quite  as ‘well.  I had  experience  of  the  cholera 
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during  tlie  whole  term  of  its  visitation  in  1832,  and  also  during  the  whole  term  of  its  visi- 
tation in  1853,  and  I certainly  should  be  rather  inclined  to  Dr.  Clark’s  opinion  that  we 
managed  it  quite  as  well  in  1832.  But  we  then  had  not  a feud  amongst  the  doctors,  they 
were  all  united  ; there  was  no  Barber’s  Hall  school  and  no  Neville  Hall  school  for  them  to 
split  upon  ; they  wei'e  all  breaking  their  eggs  at  the  same  end.  I see  from  a paper  which 
you  gave  me  yesterday  that  the  doctors  want  another  inquiry,  hence  we  may  infer  that 
they  have  time  to  spare  which  I have  not  ; but,  I think,  if  we  are  to  get  up  another  blue 
book  the  doctors  ought  to  pay  for  it  and  not  the  country.  Gentlemen,  we  have  sat  now 
for  a considerable  length  of  time,  and  what  are  the  practical  residts  at  which  we  have 
arrived  ? You,  gentlemen,  (and  I will  include  your  medical  colleague  who  is  absent  to- 
day) will  take  away  from  this  town  precisely  the  knowledge  which  you  brought  of  that 
mysterious  malady,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  and  the  causes  which  influence  its  eccentric  course. 
You  have  ascertained  that  in  Newcastle,  as  in  London,  as  in  Liverpool,  as  in  Edinburgh, 
as  in  Glasgow,  there  exist  many  courts,  many  alleys,  and  many  places  which  are  not 
satisfactory  in  sanitary  properties,  but  that  these  exist  in  all  large  towns,  and  that  they 
must  continue  to  exist  until  we  can  change  the  habits  of  the  people  (and  the  habits  of  the 
people  cannot  be  changed  at  once,  it  is  only  gradually  that  change  can  be  effected,)  there 
is  no  doubt ; and  yet  Newcastle  being,  not  I verily  believe  worse  than  other  places  but  in 
some  respects  better,  we  find  that  on  the  recent  visitation  of  the  cholera  Newcastle  is 
stricken  whilst  other  places  escape.  We  find  tliat  in  1849  Newcastle  escaped  while  other 
towns  were  stricken.  You  have  ascertained  that  the  pit  villages  of  Wrekenton  and  Spital 
Tongnes  are  each  as  dirty  and  undrained  as  the  other,  and  both  as  dirty  and  undrained  as 
the  rest  of  the  pit  villages  in  Durham  and  Northumbeiland,  and  yet  you  find  in  1853  that 
Wrekenton,  which  was  severely  visited  in  1849,  escapes  altogether,  whilst  the  Spital 
Tongues  village  is  struck  down.  Looking  to  the  rural  villages  you  find  the  village  of 
Whalton,  which  is  quite  as  cleanly  and  as  well  drained  as  any  of  the  rural  villages  of 
Northumberland  ; tlie  inhabitants  had  confidently  believed  and  flattered  themselves  that 
they  were  better  than  their  neighboms,  and  I believe  they  think  so  still,  and  that  they 
mdignautly  reject  the  evidence  of  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Health  who  gave  evidence  to 
the  contrary  ; but  it  is  enough  for  me  that  their  position  is  as  good  as  the  rest  of  the  rural 
villages  of  Northumberland,  and  yet  we  find  that  they  are  stricken  whilst  the  other  rural 
villages  escape.  So  far  as  tlie  charges  founded  on  the  sanitary  defects  of  the  town  affect 
the  governing  body  I do  not  think  that  any  sound  ground  has  lieen  laid  for  sustaining 
them.  I l:»elieve  that  under  all  the  circumstances  in  which  they  have  been  placed  the 
council  have  done  all  that  men  could  do.  If  you  have  an  arbitrary  power  with  unlimited 
access  to  the  pockets  of  the  jieople  no  doubt  a great  deal  may  be  done,  and  done  speedily  ; 
you  may  sweep  away  Sandgate  and  Pandon,  and  you  may  rear  a Rue  de  Rivoli  in  their 
place,  but  whether  it  be  right  that  such  ]:)Ower  should  be  possessed  by  a central  board  or  an 
Emperor,  it  is  not  for  me  to  give  an  opinion.  But  this  I do  say,  that  it  is  hard  upon  the 
town  of  Newcastle,  a town  which  I believe  for  the  last  quarter  of  a century  has  made 
more  progress  in  every  sort  of  improvement  than  any  town  in  the  kingdom,  I say  it  is 
very  liard  on  the  town  of  Newcastle,  at  the  instance  of  her  own  sons,  to  be  held  out  before 
the  world  as  an  examjile  of  the  intensity  of  evils  to  wliich  she  is  subjected  in  common 
with  all  other  large  towns,  but,  I lielieve,  in  a much  less  degree. 

7722.  (Chairman.)  Does  that  conclude  your  evidence  ? — I have  nothing  more  to  oflfer 
to  you. 


The  originals  of  the  follovjing  documents  were  afterwards  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners 

hy  Dr.  Gavin. 

Newca.stle-upon-Tyne,  29th  October  1853. 

Dear  Sir, — I have  much  pleasure  in  foi’warding  to  you  herewith  the  resolution  of  the 
guardians  of  this  union  under  the  common  seal,  conveying  to  you  their  thanks  for  your 
services  during  the  late  epidemic  ; and  permit  me  at  the  same  time  to  express  my  personal 
acknowledgment  of  the  courtesy  I have  experienced  from  you  in  my  official  interviews 
during  your  residence  here. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.. 

Hector  Gavin,  Esq.,  M.D.,  &c.  (Signed,;  George  Forster,  Clerk. 


Newcastle-upon-tyne  Union. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  held  on  Friday,  the  28th  day  of 
October  1853, 

It  was  resolved  unanimously, — 

I’liat  tlie  thanks  of  this  Board  be  pre.sented  to  Hector  Gavin,  Esq.,  M.D.,  for  the  talent, 
promptitude,  and  urlianify  exhibited  by  him  in  the  periorniance  of  the  important  and 
arduous  duties  ofliis  office,  as  medical  superintending  inspector  of  the  General  Board  of 
Healtli,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  wdth  which  this  town  has  been  lately  visited ; 
this  Board  being  satisfied  that  by  the  sound  advice  given  and  the  wise  regulations 
propounded  liy  him,  the  spread  of  the  disease  has  been  materially  checked. 

Sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the  Union,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  this  28th 
October  1853.  — ,, 


^Signed,) 


Henry  Inglbdew, 
Chairman. 


L.  s. 


J.  Claylnn,  Esq. 

1 It-h  March  1854. 
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Newcastle,  24th  November  1853. 

Dear  Dr.  Gavin, — Having  received  your  address  from  Mr.  Hutton,  one  of  your 
eraployds  at  Dundee,  I beg  to  forward  you  an  address  from  forty-seven  of  the  medical 
practitioners  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  testifying  their  opinion  of  your  proceedings  during 
the  late  very  severe  attack  of  cholera. 

This  document  will,  I trust,  counterbalance,  even  at  this  late  date,  any  Injury  you  may 
otherwise  have  .sustained  during  your  stay  among  us. 

Doubtless  you  will  give  it  that  publicity  which  appears  so  necessary. 

I remain,  dear  Dr.  Gavin, 

Very  truly  yours. 

Hector  Gavin,  Esq.,  M.D.,  &c.,  &c.  D.  Embleton. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  November  1853. 

The  undersigned  medical  practitioners  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  desire  to  expi-ess  their 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Dr.  Gavin  and  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  and  their  approval  of  the  vigorous  measures  adopted  by  these  gentlemen  during 
the  epidemic  cholera,  with  wliich  tins  town  and  neighbourhood  have  recently  been 
visited. 

Tliey  are  especially  anxious  to  bear  testimony  to  the  untiring  energy  displayed  by 
Dr.  Gavin,  in  carrying  out  the  necessary  requirements  of  his  responsible  office,  and  to  the 
uniform  courtesy  .shown  by  him  to  the  members  of  the  profession  in  the  difficult 
circumstances  under  which  he  was  called  to  act. 

(Signed,)  T.  E.  Headlam,  M.D.,  consulting  physician  of  the  infirmary, 

I).  B.  White,  physician  to  the  infirmary,  &c.,  &c. 

T.  M.  Greeuhow,  F.B.C.S.E.,  senior  surgeon  to  the  Newcastle  infirmaiy. 
Henry  Heath,  F.R.C.S.,  surgeon  to  the  infirmary. 

J.  M.  Bates,  M.D.,  physician  to  the  infirmary. 

John  Fife,  hbR.C.S.,  &c.,  tke.,  &c. 

Edward  Charlton,  M.D.,  physician  to  the  infirmary,  &c.,  &C. 

Dennis  Embleton,  M.D.,  physician  to  the  infirmary 
John  Sang. 

Samuel  Merryne  Frost,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

Joseph  Bainbridge  Fife. 

R,  C.  Frost,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

W.  C.  Preston. 

William  AVinship,  IM.R.G.S. 

Thomas  Annandale,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

Arthur  H.  Talmadge,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

Robert  AV.  Bleasley,  M.D. 

AATlliam  Ne.sham,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

James  Edgcome,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

AV.  Farr,  IM.R.C.S.  Eng. 

AV.  A.  I’anson,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

D.  Alackinto.sh,  M.D.,  physician  to  Newcastle  lunatic  asylum. 

Tlicmas  Humble,  M.D.,  physician  to  tlie  dispensary  and  fever  hospital. 
John  Lid.lell,  M.R.C.S. 

James  Lunn  Gilclnist,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

John  Houseman,  M.D.Ed.,  M.R.C.S.,  London  and  Edin. 

Henry  Harvey,  M.R.C.S.E. 

Charles  Gibb,  M.R.C.S.E. 

AVilliam  Boyd,  M.R.C.S.E. 

John  Hawthorn,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  surgeon  to  the  dispensary> 

Henry  P.  Allison,  M.R.C.S.E.  Eng. 

John  Samuel  Pearse,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  &c. 

AVilliam  Preston,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

Arthur  Umphelby,  M.D.  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  ^c. 

Thomas  Y.  Thompson,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

James  Miller,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

M.  Burnup,  M.D.,  Edin.  v 
Cluu’les  Gibson,  M.D. 

Francis  AV.  Manford,  L.R.C.S.  Edin. 

Charles  Burley,  A.R.C.S.E. 

John  Stevemsou  Paget,  M.R  C.S.  Eng. 

James  Alexander,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S. 

Thomas  Leslie  Gregson,  M.R.C.S.E.,  &c. 

George  Y.  Hood,  M.R.C.S.  & L.A.H. 

AAb  H.  Fife,  M.R.C.S.,  &c. 

John  Lang,  M.R.C.S.  Edin. 

George  A,  Ilutton,  M.RC.S.  Eng. 
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The  following  documentary  information  was  also  subsequently  communicated  to 
the  Commissioners,  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Newcastle- 
uyon-Tyne  Union ^ and  by  the  authority  of  that  Board. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Tenants  or  F.lmilies,  and  tlie  Number  of  each  kind  of 
Tenancy  or  Holding  in  each  of  the  Parishes  or  Townships  of  tlie  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  UniOxS',  except  the  Rural  Townships  of  HexYton  and  Feniiam, winch 
were  entirely  free  from  Cholera  : — 


Parish  or 

Township. 

Numher  of 
Self-Contained 
Houses. 

Of  One  Room 
each. 

TIi^’EMENTS. 

Of  Two  Rooms 
each. 

Of  Three  Rooms 
each. 

All  Saints  - 

2,743 

3,900 

650 

150 

St.  John 

- 

- 

410 

901 

396 

18 

St.  Nicholas  - 

. 

- 

216 

650 

199 

10 

Benwcll  - 

. 

- 

53 

95 

110 

5 

Westgate 

- 

- 

1,200 

933 

1,423 

203 

Elswick  - 

ft 

- 

452 

123 

388 

73 

St.  Andreiv  - 

• 

- 

1,419 

1,095 

364 

46 

Jesmond 

.. 

- 

288 

57 

51 

- 

Byker 

- 

- 

126 

90 

1,170 

- 

^6,907 

7,844 

4,751 

505  ^ 

Total  mniiber  of  tenants  or  families  or  of 
tenancies  and  holdings  of  all  kinds  J 


Tables  showing  the  NmiBER  of  Deaths  from  Cholera  in  eacli  Street  and  Lane,  of 
each  Parish  and  Township-,  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Union,  in  the  autumn  of  1853  ; 
the  Number  which  occurred  Daily;  a Classification  as  to  Occupations,  Ages,  &c., 
with  the  Amount  of  Population,  and  Rate  of  Mortality  of  each  Parish  and 
Township  : collected  and  prepared  by  one  of  the  assistant  overs-^ers,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Tlie  cholera,  as  an  epidemic,  may  be  considered  as  having  begun  on  the  1st  of 
September  and  ended  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1853,  during  which  period  1633  persons 
fell  victims  to  the  disease. 

A case  occurred  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  and  two  or  three  cases  a few  days  after  the 
4th  of  November,  but  as  they  did  not  occur  on  continuous  days,  they  were  not  reckoned 
as  belonging  to  tlie  period  of  the  epidemic. 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  two  rural  townships  of  Heaton  and  Fenliam. 


Names  of  Streets. 

1 Number  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

Nj  mes  op  Streets. 

Number  of  Deaths 
in  each.  j 

All  Saints’  Parish. 

Croft-stairs  - - - 

1 

Cut-bank  .... 

4 

Argyle-strcet  - 

0 

Dean-court  - - - - 

2 

Argyle-place  - - - - 

1 

Dog-bank  - 

7 

Ballast-hills  (East)  ... 

4 

Egypt,  (New-road)  - - - 

3 

Ballast-hills  (West)  - - - 

9 

Elwick’s-lanc  - - - . 

1 

Bedfoi'd-strcet  - - - - 

b 

Factory-Iano  - • - 

1 

Bell’s-court  - - - 

6 

Franklin-street 

1 

Blagdoii-street  - 

5 

Gaol  - - - - . 

9 

Blagdon-street  (Little)  - . . 

5 

Garth-heads  - - . - 

O 

Blytlie’s-nook  - - - . 

7 

Gibson -street  - - - - 

14 

Butcher-bank  - - - - 

12 

Grenvillc-street  ... 

4 

Byker-chare  ...  - 

1 

Grey-street  - - - - 

1 

Buxton-street  - - - 

7 

llardy’s-bnildings  ... 

• 1 

Cainden-street  - - - - 

1 

Heaton-terraec  - - - - 

1 

Canada-street  - - - 

0 

Iligli-bridgc  - - 

o 

Carliol-strcet  (Part  of) 

1 

Iloppcr’s-entry  - - - 

5 

Carliol-square  - - - - 

2 

Ilornsby-chare  ... 

2 

Carlton-street  - 

1 

Iloward-street  - - - - 

8 

Causeway-bank  - - - 

1 

Ingham-place  - - . . 

1 

Chatham-place  ... 

o 

O 

Keelman’s-hospital  - - . 

5 

Colliery-square  - - - - 

1 

Loyd’s-coiirt  - . - . 

3 

Craig’s-alley  - . - . 

3 

Lime-street  - - . . 

14 
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Names  or  Streets. 

NiunbtT  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

1 

Names  of  Streets. 

Number  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

Low-bridge 

_ 

3 

Saint  Nicholas’  Parish. 

Manors  - 

- 

- 

1 

Manor-chare  - 

- 

- 

6 

Amen-corner  - 

1 

Melbourne-street  - 

- 

- 

7 

Bigg-market  (East) 

- 

4 

Millei’’s-liill 

- 

- 

1 

Castle-garth  - - - 

- 

13 

Mushroom 

- 

- 

2 

Castle-stairs  - . . 

_ 

1 

Napier-street  - 

- 

- 

1 

Castle-bankside 

. 

1 

New-road  (South) 

- 

- 

8 

Close  - - - 

- 

11 

New-road  (North) 

- 

- 

2 

Cloth-market  - - - 

- 

7 

New-quay 

- 

- 

2 

Forth-banks  - 

8 

North-shore 

- 

- 

6 

Forth-terrace 

- 

3 

Ouse-street 

- 

- 

7 

Grainger-strcet  - 

- 

2 

Painter-heugh 

- 

- 

4 

Hanover  street 

4 

Pallistcr’s-chare  - 

- 

- 

1 

Hanover-terrace  - - - 

5 

Pandon-dcan  - 

- 

- 

7 

High-bridge,  (W’est)  - 

- 

2 

Pandon-bank 

- 

- 

8 

King-street 

1 

Pan don 

- 

- 

10 

Long-stairs  - - - 

- 

1 

Picton-terrace 

- 

- 

1 

Mosley-street  . . - 

- 

4 

Pilgrim-street  - 

- 

- 

19 

Nun-street  - - . 

- 

1 

Quayside  - - - 

- 

- 

2 

Quayside,  on  board  a vessel 

- 

1 

Quality-row 

- 

- 

6 

Queen-street  - - - 

- 

7 

Regent-terrace 

- 

- 

2 

Saint  Nicholas’  Church-yard 

- 

3 

Rewcastlc-cliare 

- 

- 

1 

Sandhill  No.  32 

- 

1 

Richmond-street  - 

- 

- 

5 

Side  - - » . 

6 

Ridlcy-villas  - 

- 

- 

3 

Side,  Burnt  House-yard 

- 

1 

Russell-terrace 

- 

- 

2 

Side,  Vickers-entry 

- 

2 

Sallyport  and  court 

- 

- 

2 

Skinners-burn 

- 

4 

Saint  Ann’s-terrace 

- 

- 

1 

Tuthill-stairs  ... 

- 

1 

Saint  Lawrence 

- 

- 

9 

Union-street  - - - 

- 

1 

Saint  Lawrence-square 

- 

- 

1 

Vagrant- ward  ... 

- 

17 

Sandgate 

- 

- 

19 

„ Cross  Key’s-entry 

- 

- 

2 

Total 

• 

113 

„ Eddy’s-entry 

- 

- 

5 

„ Half  Moon-entry 

- 

- 

7 

„ Hunter’s-entry 

- 

- 

1 

Jesmond  Township. 

„ Johnson’s-entry 

- 

- 

4 

„ Malcohn’s-entry 

- 

- 

0 

Brandling-place 

- 

8 

„ Milk-market 

- 

- 

2 

Jesmond  High-terrace  (No.  2)  - 

- 

1 

„ Mill-entry  - 

- 

- 

1 

Saint  Mary’s-terrace  - 

- 

1 

„ Nag’s  Head-alley 

- 

- 

9 

Sandyford-place  - - - 

- 

1 

„ Nimmo’s-entry 

- 

- 

1 

„ Pin-entry 

- 

- 

2 

Total 

- 

11 

„ Pot  House-entry 

1 

„ Ropery-bank 

. 

• 

2 

„ Sellar’s-entry 

- 

- 

3 

Saint  Andrews’  Parish. 

„ Somerville’s-entry 

- 

3 

„ Swirle  - 

_ 

1 

Albion-street  - - - 

- 

1 

„ White  House-entry 

- 

- 

1 

Back-lane,  (Gallowgate) 

- 

12 

„ White  Boar-entry 

- 

- 

3 

Barrow’s-court  - _ . 

- 

1 

„ Young’s-entry 

- 

- 

7 

Blackett-street . - 

- 

4 

Shieldfield 

- 

- 

3 

Blackett-place 

- 

3 

Shield-street  - 

- 

- 

2 

Brunswick -place 

- 

1 

Silver-street 

. 

14 

Carliol-street  - - - 

- 

3 

Side  (East) 

- 

- 

2 

Clarence-place  ... 

- 

1 

Stepney-terrace  - 

- 

- 

4 

Clayton-street,  (East) 

- 

7 

Trafalgar-street 

- 

- 

5 

Crescent-place  - - 

- 

7 

Trinity-chare 

- 

- 

2 

Croft-street  ... 

- 

2 

Tyne-street 

- 

- 

3 

Croft-court  ... 

- 

2 

Union-terrace 

- 

- 

3 

Cottage,  (Town-moor) 

- 

1 

Vint’s-buildings 

- 

- 

1 

Darn -crook  .... 

- 

1 

Wall-knoll 

- 

- 

11 

Eldon -square 

- 

2 

Wesley-street. 

- 

- 

7 

Eldon -square-lane 

- 

3 

Wesley-terrace 

- 

- 

1 

Eldon-street  - - - 

1 

Wilkinson ’s-buildings 

- 

- 

1 

Ellison-place 

- 

1 

Wilkie-street  - 

- 

1 

Erick-street  . - - 

1 

York-street  (Shieldfield)  - 

- 

- 

2 

Fleece-court  - - - 

- 

3 

York-street  (Ouse  Burn) 

- 

- 

5 

Gallowgate  - 

9 

Total 

- 

- 

450 

- 
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Names  of  Streets. 


Grainger-street  - - - 

Green -court 

PlaH’s-court,  (Newgatc-street)  - 
Harper’s-court,  (ditto) 

High  Friar-street 
High-bridge  - - - 

Hood-street 

Hood-street,  (Sandyford) 
Huttoii’s-court,  (Pilgrim-street) 
Lambton-place  - - - 

Leazes- terrace  . - - 

Leazes-crescent 

Leazes-lane  . . - - 

Liverpool-street  - - - - 

Lovaine-terrace  . . - 

Lovaine-place  - 

Mackford’s-entry  - - - 

Market-street 
Mortimer’s-court 
Morton’s-court  - - - 

Nelson-street  - - - 

Newgate-street  - - - 

Northumberland-street 
Northumberland -court  - 
Nun-street  - 

Oxford-street  - ... 

Pandon-dean  - - - 

Pattison’s  court,  (Percy-street)  - 
Park-place  - - - 

Percy-street  - - - 

Percy-place  - 

Percy-court  - - - - 

Picton-place  - 
Picton-place-lane  - 
Pilgrim-street 

Princes-street  . . - 

Prudhoe-street  - 
Prudhoe-place 
Prudhoe  No.  1,  Court  - 
Prudhoe  No.  2,  Court 
Stamfordham-plaee  - - 

Sandyford-lane  - - - 

Smith’s-court,  (Prudhoe-street)  - 
Spital-tongues  - 
Saville-row  - - 

Saint  Andrew’s-court 
Taylor’s-court,  (Newgate  street)  - 
Terrace-place  - - - 

Vine-lane  - 


Total 


Saint  John’s  Parish. 

Back-row  - - - - - 

Bailiff-gate  - - - - 

Bath-lane  ■ . - - 

Bigg-market,  (West  Side) 

Clay  ton-street,  (West)  - 
Charlotte-square  - - - 

Clogger’s-entry,  Head  of  Side 
Collingwood-street  - - - 

Cross  Keys-entry,  Head  of  Side  - 
Cross-street  - - - 


Number  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

Names  op  Streets. 

Niunber  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

2 

Dawson’s-court  - - 

4 

- 

2 

Denton-chare  - 

2 

“ 

3 

Denton’s-court,  Bigg-market 

1 

- 

1 

Derwent-place  . . - 

1 

- 

19 

Derwent-crook  - - - - 

1 

- 

1 

Fenkle-street  - - - - 

1 

- 

1 

Fever-house  - .... 

1 

- 

1 

Forth-street  ...  - 

3 

- 

1 

Forth-lane  ...  - - 

2 

- 

3 

Forth-plaee  - 

1 

- 

3 

Friars  _ . . _ 

10 

- 

2 

Goulbourn’s-yard  - - - - 

2 

- 

2 

Groat-market  - - - - 

9 

10 

Handyside’s-entry,  Side 

1 

“ 

1 

Hanover-square  - - - 

1 

- 

1 

Hardcastle’s-court  ... 

3 

“ 

8 

Head  of  Side  ... 

3 

“ 

3 

Infirmary  - - - - - 

8 

“ 

4 

Low  Friar-street  - - - 

18 

I 

Mill-entry  ..... 

4 

” 

2 

Monk-street  - - - 

2 

6 

Monk-square  - - - 

2 

6 

Newgate-street  - 

7 

• 

2 

Newgate-court  - - - - 

1 

• 

1 

New-court,  (Westgate-street) 

1 

1 

Orchard-street  - - 

7 

- 

2 

Pearson’s-court  - - - 

2 

• 

2 

Postern  - . - - 

1 

“ 

6 

Pudding-chare  - 

23 

• 

12 

Queen-street  - 

3 

“ 

2 

Rosemary-terrace  - - 

2 

• 

4 

Rosemary-lane  ... 

14 

“ 

1 

Saint  John’s-lane  - - - 

7 

“ 

3 

South-street  - ... 

2 

“ 

4 

Stowell-street  ... 

7 

“ 

1 

Stowell-square  - - 

3 

“ 

7 

Sussex-street  ... 

3 

• 

1 

Thornton-street  - - - - 

7 

• 

2 

Union-street,  (West)  - - - 

1 

“ 

1 

Victoria-terrace  - - - 

3 

2 

Westgate-street  - - - - 

16 

1 

West  Wall-cottages  . - - 

5 

1 

27 

Zion  Chapel-yard  - - - - . 

2 

: 

2 

2 

Total 

229 

0 

- 

2 

• 

8 

Elswick  Township. 

251 

Elswick  - - - - 

1 

Elswick  (Low)  ... 

1 

Elswick-terrace  - - - - 

13 

Elswick  East-terrace  - . - 

5 

Elswick  West- terrace  - - - 

1 

5 

Elswick-row  - - - - 

1 

1 

Elswick-lane  - - - - 

1 

1 

East-parade  - - - - 

1 

1 

West-parade  - - . - 

1 

6 

Judson-street  - 

1 

1 

Judson-place  - - - - 

2 

10 

Railway-street  - - - - 

1 

. 

3 

Railway-terrace  - - 

3 

2 

Sc  V ) ) d-r  oad  .... 

1 

- 

2 

Workhouse  ...  - 

10 

Total  .... 

43 

3 0 4 
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Names  of  Streets. 


"Westgate  Township. 


Abiiiger-street  - 
Ai'tliur’s-hill  - 
Back  Blandford-strect 
Back  George-strect 
Back  Marlbro’-street 
Bailej-street  - 
liatli-lane,  West  - 
Blandford-strect  - 
Blandford-street,  West  - 
Blenlieiin-street  - 
Biickingliam-street 
Chapel-lane  - 
Churchill-street  - 
Cumberland-row  - 
Diana-street 
Dickson’s-buildings 
Duke-street  - 
Edward-street  - 
Elswick-street  - 
Forth-banks,  West  - 
Gallowgate,  Head  of 
George -street 
George-street,  West 
Greenfield-place  - 
Ilarle-street  - 
lledley  street  - 
Hedley-place  - 
Ilill-street  - - - 

John-strcet  - 
Lawson-street 
Lax’s-buildings  - 
Mansfield-street  - 
Marlbro’-street  - 


IMarlbro’-place  - 
Oak’s-place  - 
Oyster  shell  lane  - 
Peel-street  - 
Pitt-street 
Pitt-strcet,  West  - 
Ponteland-terrace  - 
Seaham-street  - 


Spring-street  - 
Sjn-ing-garden-teiTace  - 
Spring-garden-cottages 
Swinburne-place  - 
Sumnierhill - 
Sunderland-street 
Temple-street 
Thornton-street 
Villa-place 


Number  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

Names  of  Streets. 

Number  of  Deaths 
in  each. 

Waterloo-street  - - 

5 

Waterloo-lano  - 

1 

- 

1 

Wellington-street  - - - - 

11 

- 

4 

Wellington-terrace  - - - - 

3 

- 

2 

Westmoreland-street  - - . 

4 

- 

1 

Westmoreland-terrace  - - . 

1 

- 

2 

Westrnoreland-lano  - - - - 

o 

O 

- 

1 

Wcstgate-hill-terrace  ... 

1 

- 

3 

4Vestgate-hill-cottages 

1 

- 

28 

Westgate  - - - - 

2 

- 

2 

William  street  - - - 

3 

- 

19 

- 

16 

Total 

291 

- 

7 

- 

8 

5 

4 

Benwele  Township. 

12 

1 _1 

Bcnwell  ----- 

1 

1-t 

A 

Ci'ooked-billet  ----- 

2 

A 

Greenhow-terrace  - - - - 

9 

- 

2 

Scotswood  - - ... 

1 

: 

2 

17 

Total 

13 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Btker  Township. 

3 

. 

1 

Byker-bar  - 

19 

. 

4 

Brewery-hank  - - - - 

1 

- 

2 

Drough’s-buildings  - ... 

7 

- 

1 

Byker-buildings  - - 

3 

- 

3 

Bj'ker-hill  - 

11 

- 

2 

Byker-village  - - - 

1 

. 

4 

Crawford’s-buildings  - - - - 

1 

- 

1 

Dcnt’s-holc  - - - 

4 

- 

3 

Gardencr’s-houses  - - - . 

10 

- 

7 

Johnson’s-houses 

1 

- 

5 

Lawson-street  - - - 

6 

- 

8 

Old  Shieldfield  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Pity-me  - - - - 

1 

- 

2 

Ripponden-strect  - - - - 

1 

- 

5 

Saint  Peter’s  .... 

23 

- 

2 

Saint  Anthony’s  - - - - 

13 

- 

2 

Stepney-bank  - - - - 

12 

- 

1 

Stepney-square  - - - - 

5 

- 

2 

Thompson-street  - - . 

3 

- 

9 

Ouseburn,  (above  the  Flax-mill)  - 

6 

- 

9 

Union-mill  - - - - 

1 

- 

7 

West-houses  - - - - 

2 

7 

- 

4 

Total 

132 

Rate  of  Mortalitt  and  Population  of  Sandgate. 


! 

Place.  j Population. 

1 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Rate  of 
Mortality. 

Sandgate,  {including  New  Road  south  side,  Ropery  1 
Banks,  North  Shore,  and  New  Quay.)  - - - / 

4890 

90 

1 in  54. 

CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  NEWCASTLE  UPON-TYNE, 
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Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  Cholera,  and  tlie  rate  of  Mortality  in  each 

Parish  and  Township. 


Names  of  Pari.shes  and  Townships. 

Total  of 
Deaths  in 
each  Parish. 

Population 
of  each 
Parish. 

Bate  of 
Mortality  in 
each  Parish. 

Saint  Nicholas’ Parish*  ----- 

113 

5361 

1 in 

47 

Saint  John’s  ditto  t - - - - * 

229 

9858 

1 in 

43 

All  Saints’  ditto  ----- 

450 

26,110 

1 in 

58 

Saint  Andrew’s  ditto  - - - - - • 

251 

15,639 

1 in 

62 

Westgate  Township  ------ 

291 

16,479 

1 in 

57 

Byker  ditto  - - - - * - 

132 

7040 

1 in 

53 

Elswick  ditto  • - ... 

43 

3538 

1 in 

82 

Benwell^:  ditto  - - - - • * 

13 

1271 

1 in 

98 

Jesmond  ditto  - - 

11 

2089 

1 in 

189 

Total 

1533 

87,385 

1 in 

57 

* Saint  Nicholas,  exclusive  of  Vagrant  Ward,  1 in  56.  1 Saint  John,  exclusive  of  Infirmary,  1 in  45. 


Classification  as  to  Occupations, 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  from  Cholera,  in  each  of  the  following  Classes, 

in  Newcastle  Union,  1853. 


NAMES  OP 
PARISHES  AND 
TOWNSHIPS. 

GENTRY. 

TRADESMEN. 

ARTISANS  AND 
MECHANICS. 

LABOURERS. 

j Gentlemen.  I 

1 'Wives  of. 

Children. 

o 

'd 

IS 

Spinsters. 

Tradesmen. 

[ 'Wives  of. 

Children. 

AVidows.  j 

Spinsters. 

-d  . 

S § 

C 

o 

O 

o 

p- 

Children  of. 

1 AVidows. 

Spinsters. 

Labourers. 

1 AVives  of.  1 

Children. 

AVidows. 

Saint  Nicholas’  Parish 

8 

7 

C 

2G 

5 

12 

9 

3 

19 

11 

4 

1 

2 

Saint  John’s  ditto 

1 

12 

8 

G 

2 

3 

33 

38 

24 

12 

4 

38 

19 

17 

7 

5 

All  Saints’  ditto 

1 

18 

8 

4 

8 

1 

68 

43 

49 

17 

17 

03 

41 

7G 

16 

18 

Saint  Andi'cw’s  ditto 

5 

1 

3 

2 

4 

23 

10 

2 

5 

10 

IG 

20 

21 

7 

12 

30 

32 

26 

G 

10 

Westgate  Townshij) 

.. 

1 

.. 

2 

1 

13 

10 

14 

9 

5 

47 

33 

‘46 

8 

10 

30 

20 

30 

9 

1 

Byker  ditto 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

19 

13 

21 

4 

IS 

17 

2? 

3 

1 

Elswick  ditto 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

10 

3 

5 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Benwellt  ditto  ... 

1 

o 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Jesmond  ditto 

' G 

2 

2 

1 

Totals  - 

- 

3 

1 

*1 

5 

C 

8i 

•17 

35 

27 

19 

219 

1G‘.» 

180 

Cl 

51 

203 

14G 

185 

40 

38 

Classification  as  to  Ages. 


Table  showing-  the  Number  of  Persons  who  Died  of  Cholera  of  the  following  Ages, 

in  Newcastle  Union,  1853. 


NAMES  OF  PARISHES 
AND  TOWNSHIPS. 

1 to  0 
years. 

5 to  10 
' years. 

10  to  15 
years. 

s d 
0; 

»-0 

V- 

o b 
o >> 

25  to  30 
years. 

30  to  40 
years. 

40  to  50 
years. 

s t 

— C3 

O 

CT. 

« 

o 

■•c 

70  to  80 
■ years.  | 

80  to  90 
years. 

90  to  100 
years. 

Total. 

Saint  Nicholas’  Parish 

17 

3 

3 

10 

8 

•5 

20 

10 

21 

13 

4 

1 

— 

113 

Saint  John’s  ditto 

29 

9 

5 

15 

12 

18 

44 

33 

32 

21 

10 

1 

— 

229 

All  Saints’  ditto 

9.3 

20 

16 

15 

36 

12 

67 

74 

55 

3<) 

16 

7 

— 

450 

Saint  Andrews’  ditto  - - - 

32 

13 

5 

6 

13 

13 

43 

28 

37 

39 

18 

4 

— 

251 

AVestgate  Township 

46 

22 

12 

14 

12 

19 

45 

33 

47 

27 

14 

— 

— 

291 

Byker  ditto  - - - 

33 

9 

6 

3 

6 

6 

25 

16 

10 

8 

— 

1 

132 

Elswick  ditto  - - - 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

8 

5 

5 

3 

5 

1 

— 

43 

Benwell  f ditto  - - 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

13 

•Jesmond  ditto 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

O 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Total-  - 

256 

80 

51 

90 

75 

257 

202 



209 

1 55 

76 

14 

1 

1533 

I N.B.  The  township  of  Benwell,  although  within  the  Poor  Law  Union,  is  without  tlie  borough 
of  Ncwea.stle.  Tlie  fifth  township  within  the  borough  of  Newcastle  is  Heaton  : and  in  this  no 
mortality  from  cholera  took  place. 
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NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  CHOLERA  INQUIRY. 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  as  they  occurred  daily,  during  the 
Epidemic,  distinguishing  Males  and  Females. 


In  All  Saints’  District,  the  first  case  occurred  on  the  1st  of  September,  nnd  the  last  on 
the  2.3d  of  October.  In  St.  Nicholas’  District,  the  first  case  occurred  on  the  1st  of 
September,  and  the  last  on  the  16th  of  October.  In  St.  Andrews’  District,  the  first  case 
occurred  on  the  6th  of  September,  and  the  last  on  the  24th  of  October.  In  the  Westgate 
District,  the  first  case  occurred  on  the  1st  of  September,  and  the  last  on  the  29th  of  October. 
In  the  Byker  District,  the  first  case  occurred  on  the  4th  of  September,  and  the  last 
on  the  4th  of  November  1853. 


DATE. 

MALE. 

FEMALE. 

TOTAL. 

, DATE. 

male. 

female. 

total. 

1853. 

Brought  for*’. 

662 

755 

1417 

September  1 

1 

5 

6 

October  4 

'4 

5 

9 

— 2 

0 

0 

0 

' — 5' 

4 

10 

14 

_ 3 

3 

1 

4 

— 6 

5 

5 

10 

— 4 

3 

3 

6 

— 7 

4 

3 

7 

_ 5 

4 

3 

7 

— 8 

3 

5 

8 

— 6 

4 

1 

5 

— 9 

1 

1 

2 

Mf 

0 

Q 

O 

— 10 

1 

O 

o 

1 

3 

— 8 

9 

7 

16 

11 

1 

1 

2 

— 9 

12 

19 

— 12 

3 

3 - 

6 - 

— 10 

8 

11 

19 

— 13 

1 

4 

5 

— 11 

16 

15 

31 

— 14 

2 

3 

5 

— 12 

12 

26 

38 

— 15 

1 

3 

4 

— 13 

32 

27 

59 

— 16 

3 

3 

6 

— 14 

42 

48 

90 

— 17 

4 

4 

8 

— 15 

54 

52 

106 

— 18 

3 

2 

5 

— 16 

56 

58 

114 

— 19 

1 

2 

3 

— 17 

47 

56 

103 

— 20 

0 

1 

1 

— 18 

46 

57 

103 

— 21 

0 

3 

3 

— 19 

44 

67 

111 

— 22 

0 

2 

2 

_ 20 

38 

47 

85 

— 23 

1 

1 

2 

— 21 

29 

39 

68 

— 24 

1 

2 

3 

— 22 

42 

40 

82 

— 25 

1 

1 

2 

— 23 

30 

30 

60 

— 26 

0 

0 

0 

. — 24 

30 

26 

56 

— 27 

0 

0 

0 

— 25 

35 

21 

56 

— 28 

1 

1 

2 

— 26 

15 

19 

34 

— 29 

. 1 

0 

1 

— 27 

12 

22 

34 

— 30 

0 

0 

0 

— 28 

12 

14 

26 

— 31 

1 

0 

1 

~ 29 

7 

11 

18 

November  1 

0 

0 

0 

— 30 

6 

6 

12 

— 2 

1 

0 

1 

October  1 

6 

8 

14 

— 3 

0 

0 

0 

— 2 

3 

12 

15 

— 4 

0 

1 

1 

— 3 

9 

8 

17 

Carried  forward 

662 

755 

1417 

Totals. 

710 

823 

1533 

In 

I 

■ P 1 A 1 

OFTlIJ^\mWW  mSTRICTS  of  the 

OIF 

SlIKWim;  TIIK  LOCALITY  AND  NUMBKR  Of 

HEATHS  FROAI  CHOLERA 


W <D  T E . 

Thtnumba-cCdmlKt  m the  TcmuMcnet-  shtmi  ,n  (ins  J’lan  u SHI 
Du  total  number  of  deaths  mihwtht  Harcu^hi  is  433 


1 S 5 S . 

IsiiThJiUuh.- Dot/,  thus  • represents  om  DetuJv 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCF 


TAKEN  BEFOHE 

THE  CHOLERA  INOUIRY  COMMISSIONERS, 

GATESHEAD. 


Commissioners . 

JOSEPH  BUKHLEY  HUME,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 
JOHN  FREDERIC  BATEMAN,  Esq. 


William  Kell,  Esq.,  examined. 

7723.  (Ghairman.)  You  are  the  town  clerk  of  the  borough  of  Gateshead  and  clerk  to 
the  Local.  Board  of  Health  also  ? — I am. 

7724?.  I believe  the  borough  was  not  made  a Parliamentary  borough  until  the  time  of 
the  Reform  Act  of  1832  ?— It  was  not. 

7725.  Had  it  a municipal  body  previously? — There  was  an  old  body  called  the  borough- 
holders  and  freemen,  but  the  first  mayor  of  Gateshead  was  elected  on  the  1st  of  January 
1 836,  under  the  Municipal  Corporation  Reform  Act.  I am  anxious  to  avoid  some  vexed 
questions  which  have  arisen  as  to  the  basis  upon  Avhich  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act 
was  apphed  to  Gateshead'.  When  the  Municipal  Corporation  Commissioners  were  down 
here,  they  inquired  and  reported  that  Gateshead  was  an  ancient  borough,  but  up  to  that 
time  there  had  been  no  mayor,  aldermen,  or  council.  The  borough  of  Gateshead  was 
inserted  in  the  schedule  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  and  thereupon  councillors, 
aldermen,  and  a mayor  were  chosen ; since  which  time  we  have  had  regular  elections  of 
municipal  officers. 

7726.  I believe  also  that,  at  the  time  of  the  Reform  Act,  a small  portion  of  the 
chapelry  of  He  worth  was  added  to  the  previous  parish  of  Gateshead,  to  make  up  the 
Parliamentary  borough  ? — It  was  so,  the  ancient  borough  of  Gateshead  having  been 
co-extensive  with  the  parish. 

7727.  Then  in  the  year  1849  an  official  inquiry  was  made  here  by  Mr.  Rawlinson, 
uperintending  inspector  of  health  ? — There  was. 

7728.  And  subsequently  there  was  issued  a provisional  order  of  the  General  Board  of 
Health,  confirmed  by  statute,  applying  the  Public  Health  Act,  together  with  certain 
other  enactments,  to  the  borough  of  Gateshead,  and  constituting  the  town  council  the 
local  board  of  health  ? — That  was  so.  The  district  to  which  the  Public  Health  Act  was 
applied  being  co-extensive  with  the  Parliamentary  and  municipal  borough  also,  the  town 
council  were  of  right  the  local  board  of  health. 


Henry  Brady,  Esq.,  examined. 

7729.  (Chairman.)  You  are  a medical  man,  practising  in  this  borough? — Yes. 

7730.  Since  when  have  you  practised  here? — Since  1828. 

7731.  In  the  years  1831  and  1832  had  jmu  experience  of  the  cholera  here  ? — I had. 

7732.  You  attended  one  or  two  of  the  first  cases,  I beheve  ? — I attended  the  first 
three,  I believe. 

7733.  And  have  been  continually  resident  and  practising  here  ever  since  ? — Yes. 

7734.  With  reference  to  the  epidemics  which,  within  your  experience,  have  prevailed 
here  in  Gateshead,  I presume  we  may  take  them  to  have  been  much  the  same  as  those 
concerning  whose  prevalence  in  Newcastle  we  have  already  had  evidence  ? — Yes,  very 
much  the  same. 

7735.  You  are  acquainted,  no  doubt,  with  the  reports  of  the  medical  institutions  of 
Newcastle,  the  infirmary,  the  fever  hospital,  and  the  dispensary.  In  your  judgment,  may 
we  take  the  statements  of  facts  and  the  expressions  of  opinion  in  these  reports  as  applying 
equally  to  Gateshead  as  to  Newcastle  ? — I should  think  equally  so. 

3 P 2 


William  Kell,  Esq, 


8th  March  1854. 


Henry  Brady,  Esq. 
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Henry  Brady,  Esq. 
8th  March  1854. 


7736.  Many  of  the  patients  of  the  Newcastle  dispensary  and  infirmary  will  have  been 
people  who  had  come  from  Gateshead,  and  many  fever  cases  which  originated  in 
Gateshead  Avill,  no  doubt,  have  been  sent  over  the  water  to  the  fever  hospital  in 
Newcastle  ? — Yes.  With  regard  to  the  infirmary  that  would  apply  pretty  extensivelv, 
because  we  have  no  institution  for  the  reception  of  surgical  cases ; but  with  regard  to  the 
dispensary,  our  own  dispensary  would  take  in  such  cases. 

7737.  Are  you  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  the  reports  of  that  Gate,shead  dispensary? 
— Very  much  so.  1 examined  them  each  year,  when  issued  to  the  subscribers. 

7738.  May  we  accept  those  reports  as  meeting  with  your  approbation,  in  respect  of 
the  statements  of  fact  and  the  expressions  of  opinion  therein  contained  ? — Decidedlv. 

7739.  Have  you  a fever  hospital  here  ? — No  ; our  fever  cases — when  deemed  advisable 
— are  sent  to  the  fever  hospital  in  Newcastle. 

7740.  With  I'egard,  then,  to  the  infirmary  and  the  fever  hospital  of  Newcastle,  the 
reports  will  apply  to  Gateshead  almost  as  much  as  to  Newcastle  ? — Yes. 

7741.  I believe  the  cholera  of  1831  broke  out  here  on  the  eve  of  Christmas  Day  with 
frightful  rapidity? — It  did.  There  had  only  been  two  cases  previously  to  the  evening  of 
Christmas  Day. 

7742.  {To  Mr.  Kell.)  Are  you,  as  town  clerk  here,  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  this 
report  on  the  borough  of  Gateshead,  made  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  the  Board  of  Health  ? — 
I am. 

7743.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  the  statements  therein  contained  impugned  to  any 
material  extent?— I never  heard  the  slightest  imputation  upon  the  accuracy  of  any 
statement  contained  in  that  report. 

7744.  And  ymu  think  we  may  take  the  statements  of  this  report  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  to 
be  correct,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  and  experience  goes  ? — I do.  I furnished  a great 
deal  of  statistical  information  myself,  and  I believe  that  it  is  strictly  correct. 

7745.  {To  Mr.  Brady.)  In  this  report  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  it  is  mentioned  that  the 
cholera  first  broke  out  on  the  eve  of  Christmas  Day;  and  that  on  the  27th  of  December, 
that  is  to  say  Avithin  two  days,  172  cases  had  been  reported,  of  Avhich  63  had  died  ? — Yes,  it 
IS ; and  I should  presume  Mr.  Rawlinson  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  facts  correctly. 

7746.  That  Avould,  of  course,  represent  a very  frightful  rapidity  and  severity  of 
outbreak  in  1831  ? — It  was  exceedingly  so. 

7747.  With  reference  to  the  Irish  fever  Avhich  prevailed  here  in  1846-48,  the  same 
report  contains  a statement  made  by  six  medical  men.  Dr.  Jollie,  Dr.  Dixon,  Dr.  Barkus, 
Mr.  Bennett,  Mr.  Pearse,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  to  the  eftect  that  that  outbreak  also  was  very 
intense,  and  that  the  rate  of  mortality  for  each  of  the  six  months  between  September 
1847  and  February  1848  varied  from  one  in  seven  of  the  population  to  one  in  twenty- 
tin  •ee,  the  average  being  one  in  fourteen.  That,  of  course,  Avould  also  represent  a very 
frightful  extent  and  malign.incy  of  fever  ? — It  Avould.  I am  not,  however,  precisely 
aAvare  of  the  statistics  of  the  matter. 

7748.  I see  also,  at  a later  ]>eriod  of  this  report,  that  Mr.  Bennett  states  that,  on  the 
average,  one  in  thirteen  of  the  Irish  fever  cases  in  Wrekenton  were  fatal? — I have  no 
doubt  that  that  is  quite  correct. 

7749.  And  I remember,  in  another  place,  a statement  with  regard  to  the  cholera  that 
broke  out  here  in  1849,  that  for  a considerable  time  nearly  tAvo  in  three  cases  were  fatal  ? 
— I should  think  that,  in  all  the  outbreaks  of  cholera  which  we  have  had  here,  the 
amount  of  mortality  aauII  have  been  A^ery  high. 

7750.  Taking  these  facts,  then,  into  consideration,  do  you  think  that  the  late  outbreak 
here  in  1853  Avas  more  intense  or  severe  than  the  previous  ones  ? — No,  I do  not.  It  Avas 
more  extensive  perhaps,  but  not  more  fatal  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  attacked. 

7751.  With  regard  to  the  previous  outbreaks  of  cholera  in  1831,  Irish  fever  in  1846-8, 
cholera  in  1848-9,  and  so  on,  Avere  the  epidemics  confined  to  any  particular  class  of  the 
})opulation,  loAver  or  higher? — You  can  scarcely  say  they  were  confined  to  any  class;  but 
no  doubt  the  poorer  classes  Arere  more  decidedly  under  their  influence  than  those  in  the 
upper  Avalks  of  life  ; the  cholera  of  1849,  hoAvevei',  I should  observe,  did  not  spread  much 
in  Gateshead.  We  had  \’ery  little  of  it  here.  It  Avas  chiefly  in  Wrekenton,  at  the 
extreme  southern  boundary  of  the  borough. 

7752.  With  regard  to  this  last  outbreak,  did  it  affect  the  same  classes  as  the  previous 
e[)idemics,  or  did  it  make  any  difference  in  respect  of  the  classes  it  attacked? — I should 
tliink  there  AA^as  very  little  difference. 

7753.  Did  it  I'each  tlie  middling  classe.s,  that  is  to  say  tffe  shopkeepers  ? — Not  to  any 
great  extent. 

7754.  In  NeAvcastle  it  appears  to  liave  reached  the  shopkeepers  pretty  extensively,  and 
even  the  gentry  to  a certain  extent ; and  if  many  of  the  families  of  the  gentry  had  not 
left  the  toAvn  it  might  have  done  so  to  a still  greater  extent.  Did  the  same  facts  occur 
here  ? — Several  cases  occurred  here  amongst  the  middle  classes,  but  few  in  proportion. 

7755.  Do  you  think  it  prevailed  among  them  to  a greater  extent  than  the  previous 
epidemics  had  done  ? — I should  not  think  there  was  much  difference.  Perhaps  it  might 
have  done  so  a little,  bnt  I am  not  aware  of  any  very  decided  difference. 

7756.  In  respect  of  the  localization  of  these  various  epidemics,  should  you  say  that 
the  cholera  of  1831  for  instance  prevailed  in  any  specific  parts  of  Gateshead  ? — I think 
there  is  very  little  doubt  that  it  spread  more  extensively  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town, 
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but  in  this  first  outbreak  it  Avas  not  confined  to  them  by  any  means.  Cases  occurred  in 
the  higher  parts  of  the  borough,  in  Gateshead  High  and  Loav  Fell.  Within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  Christmas  Ea^  the  Avhole  toAvn  ayrs  laid  under  its  ban,  more  or  less. 

7757.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  I understand  you  to  say  that,  at  its  first  appearance,  it  aa'Rs 
dotted  more  or  less  over  the  Avhole  place? — Within  tAventy-four  hours  probably  it  Avas  so 
over  the  Avhole  district. 

7758.  And  after  that  it  appeared  to  locate  itself  in  peculiar  districts? — Yes. 

7759.  (Chairman)  There  Avere,  in  fact,  special  and  favourite  seats  of  the  disease  in 
IShl  ? — Yes  ; there  is  little  doubt  of  it. 

7760.  Do  you  think  that  the  epidemic  of  Irish  fever  observed  the  same  laAvs  of 
localization,  and  prcAmiled  chiefly  in  tlie  same  seats  ? — I should  say  it  did  ; more  obviously 
so,  perhaps,  than  the  cholera  itself. 

7761.  With  regard  to  this  last  outbreak  of  cholera,  do  you  think  that  it  prevailed 
chiefly  in  the  same  seats  of  disease,  or  in  others? — I should  think  to  a great  extent  in  the 
loAver  and  Avorse  parts  of  the  toAvn.  The  toAvn,  of  course,  is  densely  populated,  and 
Avherever  you  have  a greater  number  of  people  resident  Avithin  a certain  space  you  must 
expect  to  have  a larger  proportion  of  disease  ; but  CA^en  beyond  that,  I have  no  doubt 
that  it  spread  more  in  Hillgate,  PipcAvellgate,  Leonard  s Court,  and  places  of  that  type, 
than  in  the  cleaner  and  better  ventilated  parts  of  the  town. 

7762.  Is  it,  in  your  judgment,  a fact  that  the  recent  epidemic  of  cholera  folloAved 
much  the  same  laAvs  Avith  regard  to  its  localization  as  all  the  previous  epidemics  had  done  ? 
— As  all  epidemics  must  do,  more  or  less,  I apprehend. 

7763.  There  Avas  nothing  in  the  preAmlence  of  this  last  outbreak  of  cholera  to 
distinguish  it  very  materially,  as  regards  its  localization,  from  previous  epidemics  ? — 
No,  I think  not. 

7764.  With  regard  to  the  rates  of  mortality  which  have  resulted  in  Gateshead  from 
the  prevalence  of  these  epidemics  here,  be  good  enough  to  look  at  that  paper,  Avhich  has 
been  furnished  to  me  by  the  Registrar-general.  You  will  see  there  a return  of  the 
mortality  per  thousand  in  Gateshead  for  every  year  since  18.39  ? — Yes. 

7765.  Are  those,  in  your  judgment,  high  rates  of  mortality? — There  is  a very 
considerable  diversity ; 1846  seems  to  have  been  a remarkably  fatal  year. 

7766.  Scarlatina  prevailed  then,  and  at  the  same  time  Irish  fever  also,  I believe  ? 
—Yes. 

7767.  But  are  those,  in  your  judgment,  high  I'ates  of  mortality? — All  of  them,  I should 
say,  rather  beyond  the  average. 

7768.  The  average  of  the  fifteen  years  is  not  put  down,  but  computing  it,  it  appears 
that  on  the  avei'age  of  the  last  fifteen  years  the  mortality  per  thousand  per  annum  has 
been  26.6.  I suppose  that,  in  j^our  judgment,  Avould  be  a high  average  to  maintain  over 
so  Avide  a period  ? — Yes,  it  i.'^. 

7769.  I should  observe  that  Mr.  Rawlinson,  in  his  report,  gives  a A'ery  much  higher 
return  of  the  mortality  than  is  there  stated  ; the  explanation  of  Avhich,  I suppose,  is  given 
in  Mr.  RaAvlinson’s  report,  in  page  21,  Avhere  he  alludes  to  the  difficulty  Avhich  he  found 
in  ascertaining  the  population  and  draA\dng  a correct  conclusion? — {Mr.  Clephan.)  May  I 
be  alloAved  to  give  Avhat  I think  is  the  explanation  ? The  Registrar-general’s  return  Avill 
be  founded  on  the  statistics  of  the  Gateshead  union,  while  Mr.  RaAvlinson  takes  Gateshead 
toAvn.  The  Gateshead  union  is  about  fifteen  miles  long. 

7770.  {To  Mr.  Clephan.)  Hoav  do  you  knoAV  that  the  Registrar-general’s  return 
includes  any  more  than  the  borough  ? — Because  I am  quite  sure,  from  consulting  the 
returns  quarterly,  that  the  po})ulation  there  given  is  the  population  of  the  Avhole  union. 
In  the  column  of  population  you  Avill  not  find  the  population  of  Gateshead  gNen  distinct 
from  the  population  of  the  union.  In  NeAvcastle  you  Avill  have  a correct  aA^erage  of  the 
mortality  of  the  town,  because  there  the  union  and  the  toAvn  are  one  and  the  same.  In 
Gateshead  it  is  quite  different. 

7771.  The  Gateshead  union  is  very  much  larger  than  the  Gateshead  borough? — It  is 
fifteen  miles  long  by  six  or  seA^en  Avide.  The  population  of  the  union  in  rough  numbers  is 
about  double  the  population  of  the  toAvui  of  Gateshead. 

7772.  {To  Mr.  Brady.)  With  regard  to  one  part  of  the  borougli  at  all  events  you 
may  jrerhaps  be  acquainted  Avith  the  actual  mortality.  It  is  stated  in  Mr.  RaAvlinson's 
rej)Ort,  that  in  a fcAV  Aveeks  of  1849  the  mortality  of  Wrekenton  was  one-seventh  of  the 
AAdiole  })Opulation,  an  opinion  in  Avhich  he  is  supported  Ijy  Mr.  Davis,  a surgeon  in  this 
borough  ; Avhile  Mr.  Bennett,  another  surgeon,  states  that  one-sixth  of  the  po|)ulation 
nearly  Avas  carried  aAvay,  that  is  to  say,  120  people  out  of  700.  Are  you  aAvare  of  those 
circumstances  ?— I am. 

7773.  And  you  belicA^e  these  statements  to  be  correct  ? — Quite  so. 

7774.  Referring  for  a moment  to  the  causes  of  these  epidemics,  you  Avill  be  aAvare  that 
in  the  reports  of  the  medical  institutions  of  NeAvcastle — and  I have  no  doubt  also  in  the 
reports  of  the  Gateshead  dispensary  AAdiich  Mr.  Kell  is  going  to  furnish  to  us — different 
causes  are  assigned.  You  have  stated  that  you  are  cognizant  of  the  contents  of  those 
reports.  Do  you  differ  at  all  from  the  0])ini(jns  there  ex])ressed  as  to  the  causes  which 
have  at  all  everits  seriously  aggravated  the  mortality  arising  from  those  epidemics? — No, 
not  as  seriously  aggravating  it ; taking  that  vieAV  of  the  (prestion,  I would  not  at  all. 
There  might  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  originating  cause  of  these  epidemics. 
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7775.  In  the  9th  page  of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  report  on  Gateshead,  he  mentions  among 
the  aggravating  causes  of  this  excessive  mortality  the  following  circumstances  : stagnant 
filth,  ruinous,  neglected,  and  filthy  dwellings,  the  absence  of  personal  cleanliness,  and  other 
matters.  ^ Would  you  concur  in  that  opinion. — Yes,  as  aggravating  circumstances  and 
predisposing  causes. 

7776.  And  again,  in  the  report  which  was  furnished  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  at  his  inquiry 
by  the  six  medical  gentlemen  to  whom  I have  already  alluded,  I find  mentioned,  as 
aggravating  causes  of  this  mortality,  the  bad  form  of  house  construction — back  to  back, 
with  imperfect  ventilation,  or  built  into  damp  banks  of  earth — the  narrowness  of  the 
thoroughfares,  the  want  of  ventilation  and  light,  the  contamination  of  the  atmosphere  by 
effluvia  from  privies  and  middens,  the  smoke  nuisance,  and  many  other  circumstances  of 
that  kind.  Would  you  differ  from  the  opinion  which  ascribes  considerable  aggravation 
of  the  mortality  to  those  circumstances  ? — No. 

7777.  Similar  statements  again  are  made  by  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr.  Bennett  with  regard 
to  Wrekenton.  They  in  their  judgment  are  able  to  trace,  at  all  events,  the  great 
intensity  of  these  epidemics  to  filth  and  bad  sanitary  an-angements  of  difterent  kinds. 
Would  you  agree  in  that  view  also  ? — To  a considerable  extent  I should  ; still  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  .account  for  its  spread  in  Wrekenton.  It  is  seated  upon  one  of  the  highest 
elevations  in  tlie  county  of  Durham  ; and  the  houses  are  not,  except  in  certain  localities, 
packed  so  closely  as  they  are  with  us.  I have  no  doubt  at  all  that  there  was  a long-standing 
accumulation  of  filth  in  difterent  parts  ; still  it  is  difficult,  merely  from  this  circumstance, 
to  account  for  the  immense  mortality  there ; because  it  was  very  much  greater  than  I 
have  known  it  in  any  other  place,  so  far  as  statistical  returns  furnish  a ciiterion. 

7778.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  localities  referred  to.  Ship  Lane,  and  Hose- 
good  Square,  and  so  on  ? — Yes,  1 know  the  localities  very  well ; they  are  the  worst  parts 
of  Wrekenton. 

7779.  And  were  overcrowded  at  that  time  by  the  veiy  worst  sort  of  population  in  a 
frightful  manner  ? — Yes,  at  that  period  they  were  overcrowded. 

7780.  Taking  into  consideration  the  ordinary  state  of  the  property  there,  and  the 
excessive  degree  of  overcrowding  by  a very  uncleanly  population  which  then  prevailed, 
are  you  surprised  to  find  the  mortality  so  high  as  it  was  ? — No,  I should  anticipate 
a somewhat  high  average  mortality  ; I am  more  surpiised,  however,  to  find  that  it  should 
break  out  just  in  that  locality,  and  yet  not  spread  in  districts  apj)arently  quite  as  bad  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

7781.  It  is  the  exemption  of  other  districts,  so  to  say,  which  astonishes  you  rather 
than  the  affliction  of  Wrekenton  ? — Yes  ; there  were  parts  of  Gateshead  qiiite  as  dirty 
and  far  more  crowded  than  Wrekenton,  which  were  not  touched  by  cholera  at  all  at  that 
period.  Why  it  should  attack  Wrekenton  as  it  did,  and  leave  Gateshead,  in  many  of  its 
localities,  almost  entirely  exempt,  is  a question  which  I cannot  attempt  to  explain  except 
from  mere  epidemic  influence. 

7782.  Had  anything  been  done  in  the  way  of  cleansing  the  town  of  Gateshead,  as  had 
been  done  in  Newcastle  in  consequence  of  the  Irish  fever  in  1847-8? — Something  had 
been  done  in  a temporary  way,  but  it  was  not  kept  up  at  all. 

778.3.  Also  in  1848  and  1849  you  had  recently  got  the  Whittle  Dean  water,  and  had 
an  abundant  supply? — Yes,  at  that  period  we  liad. 

7784.  Do  you  think  that  those  extempore  measures  of  cleansing  and  that  abundant 
supply  of  good  water  may  have  had  an  effect  in  secuiing  parts  of  Gateshead  against  a 
very  severe  visitation  of  the  disease,  while  Wrekenton,  which  did  not  enjoy  that 
abundant  supply  of  water,  and  whicli  had  not  probably  had  the  same  extent  of  cleansing 
applied  to  it,  suffered  very  considerably  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  that  difference 
would  be  produced  merely  by  those  circumstances. 

7785.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  know  Avhat  the  state  of  the  water  supply  was  in 
Wrekenton  ?^ — I apprehend  that  they  would  only  be  supplied  from  private  wells.  They 
had  no  public  source  of  supply. 

7786.  Do  you  know  the  quality  of  the  water  there?— It  is  excellent  water. 

(Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  It  is  from  a fi'ee-stone  head. 

(ilf;-.  Bradyk)  Whether  the  supply  is  abundant  I cannot  say. 

7787.  (Chairman.)  I remember  that  Dr.  Headlam  in  his  report  to  tlie  fever  hospital  in 
Newcastle,  1850,  distinctly  stated  that  in  his  judgment  the  lightness  of  the  outbreak  of 
cholera  there  hadbeen  owing  to  those  two  circumstances, namely,  to  the  extempore  measures 
of  cleansing  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  Irish  fever  and  to  the  abundant  supply  of 
water  ; and  I also  remember  that  in  a pamphlet,  entitled  A History  of  the  Water  Supply 
“of  Newcastle-iq:»on-Tyne,”  it  was  stated  that  the  lightness  of  the  outbreak  of  cliolera  liad 
been  generally  ascribed  to  those  two  circumstances.  I wish  therefore  to  have  your 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  similar  circumstances,  which  appear  to  have  jjrevailed  here 
also,  may  not  have  contributed  very  much  to  the  lightness  of  the  outbreak  in  Gateshead, 
while  the  absence  of  those  circumstances  in  Wrekenton  may  have  suffered  the  disease 
there  to  take  a more  virulent  form  ? — I can  only  take  xqion  me  to  state  that  they  were 
two  sources  of  exemption.  I do  not  think  that  they  were  the  only  im]Jortant  ones. 

7788.  But  you  think  that  they  would  have  had  their  influence  ? — Yes. 
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7789.  {Mr.  Bateman)  An  ameliorating  influence? — They  must,  more  or  less,  have  had  JJenry Brady, Esq. 
an  ameliorating  influence  upon  the  public  health. 

7790.  {Chairman)  With  reference  to  the  question  of  importation  from  abroad,  we 
have  had  testimony  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  to  this  effect,  that  there  was  no 
evidence  to  show  that  this  disease  had  been  introduced  into  this  country  in  any  way  by 
contact ; or  that  the  first  cases  here  had  arisen  from  a connection  with  ships  or  sailors 
from  infected  localities  ; that  the  importation,  such  as  it  was,  must  have  come  through 
the  atmosphere,  and  that  there  had  been  no  such  importation  as  any  sanitary  cordons  oi 
quarantine  regulations  could  have  resisted.  Is  that  your  opinion  ? — Quite.  In  fact  I 
believe  you  can  lay  down  very  few  laws  for  it ; it  seems  to  have  a law  of  its  own.  The 
way  in  which  South  Shields  was  preserved  month  after  month,  when  North  Shields  was 
suffering-  largely  from  the  disease,  is  a circumstance  which  you  cannot  easily  explain  ; 
especially  considering  that  there  was  a constant  intercourse  between  the  two  towns. 

7791.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Were  the  circumstances  of  the  towns  in  other  respects  identical  ? 

— I think  almost  entirely  so.  I should  say  South  Shields  was,  sanitarily  considered,  the 
worst  of  the  two ; and  yet  I believe  there  was  not  a case  there  within  six  months  after 
its  appearance  in  North  Shields. 

7792.  Was  there  anything  in  the  state  of  the  wind  at  that  time  ? — I do  not  receollect 
anything  particular.  We  seldom  have  a long  prevalence  of  northerly  winds,  which  is  the 
only  wind  that  could  waft  it  across  the  river.  The  same  may  be  said  of  other  districts. 

In  1831-2  we  had  cholera  in  Gateshead  to  a ver}^  alarming  extent ; and  a short  time 
afterwards,  when  there  was  a general  strike  among  the  colliers  in  this  district,  a large 
number  were  imported  from  the  midland  counties,  and  were  brought  down  to  the  south 
side  of  the  river  to  Friai's  Goose  Colliery.  The  cholera  broke  out  among  them,  but  very 
few  of  those  resident  in  Gateshead  during  the  original  attack  suffered  from  it  at  this 
time,  while  a number  of  the  new  comers  were  swept  off.  In  fact,  it  scarcely  seems 
amenable  to  any  recognized  law,  either  in  its  outbreak  or  treatment. 

7793.  {Chairman)  Surely  it  acknowledges  that  one  law  of  locality  ? — It  does  seem  to 
localize  itself  in  particular  districts. 

7794.  That  would  suggest  to  you,  would  it  not,  that  to  a considerable  extent  at  least 
it  is  dependent  upon  predisposing  local  causes  ? — To  a very  great  extent  it  must  be  so  ; 
but  there  are  a variety  of  circumstances,  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  exjilain  upon  that 
ground  alone.  When  it  was  spreading  at  Hull,  Sculcoates,  Leeds,  and  Huntslet,  to  such 
an  extent  as  almost  to  paralyse  the  energies  of  the  inhabitants,  there  was  scarcely  any 
trace  of  it  here  ; and  in  the  earlier  attacks,  when  it  was  spreading  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Birmingham  to  a great  extent,  there  was  nothing  of  it  in  the  town  itself  These  are 
circumstances  which  almost  set  at  defiance  any  reasoning  as  to  its  origin  or  career. 

7795.  What  I understand  you  to  say  is  that  the  wandering  of  the  disease  is  more  or 
less  mysterious,  but  that,  when  once  tlie  disease  makes  its  appearance,  the  virulence  of  it 
is  pretty  much  dependent  on  certain  local  causes  ? — It  requires  predisposing  causes  for  the 
full  development  of  it  no  doubt. 

7796.  You  would  confirm  the  opinion,  that,  when  the  disease  has  made  its  appearance, 
it  will  be  virulent  or  mild  according  as  you  have  or  have  not  certain  local  conditions 
co-operating  with  the  ultimate  virus,  if  such  there  be  ? — Yes,  I think 
extent  correct. 

7797.  (ilfr.  Bateman)  Then  I take  it  your  opinion  comes  to  this  : that  by  a proper 
attention  to  water  supply,  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  to  other  preventive  measures  you 
may  render  a town  materially  less  liable  to  the  attacks,  or  at  least  the  virulent  attacks 
of  cholera  than  before  ? — No  doubt  of  it  at  all. 

7798.  {Chairman)  Youi-  practice  has  taken  you  for  some  years  past  into  all  parts  oi 
the  town  ? — Yes. 

7799.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  intimately  the  form  of  house- 
construction  here  1 — Yes. 

7800.  Is  it  the  fact  that  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  a very  considerable  proportion 
of  the  houses  are  built  in  what  we  may  call  blind  alleys ; in  narrow  thoroughfares, 
closed  up  or  covered  over  at  one  or  both  ends,  with  all  the  houses  built  back  to  back  ? — 

To  a very  serious  and  injurious  extent.  Even  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  town  also  that 
statement  will  apply  in  some  degree. 

7801.  Should  you  say  that  generally  throughout  the  borough  a considerable  portion 
of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes  is  built  back  to  back  ? — I should  think  it 
would  apply  very  generally  except  to  the  more  recently  built  houses : these  ai-e  perhaps 
scarcely  liable  to  the  same  objection. 

7802  Have  you  also  seen  cases,  in  which  the  house,  instead  of  being  built  back  to 
back  with  another,  is  built  with  a damp  bank  of  earth  at  its  back  or  side  ? — Yes,  there 
are  places  where  that  will  apply  too.  ^ 

7803.  The  first  arrangement  of  houses  back  to  back,  impeding  and  preventing  a 
thorough  ventilation,  would  be  a very  unfavoural)le  form  of  house  construction  in  respect 
of  health,  would  it  not  ? — Yes. 

7804.  But  when  you  take  the  other  case,  where  a house  is  built  back  to  back  with  a 
wet  bank,  that  would  be  a still  more  unfavourable  form  of  house  construction,  would  it 
not  ? — Undoubtedly.  And  there  is  another  very  unfavourable  circumstance,  viz,,  the 
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depositing  of  immense  masses  of  filtli  and  refuse  in  the  quarries  wlucli  have  been  recently- 
worked  in  the  town,  and  the  conversion  of  ground  thus  levelled  to  building  purposes. 
Now  you  cannot  imagine  that  to  go  on  without  a very  serious  mischief  accruing  when 
the  foundations  of  those  houses  have  to  be  laid. 

7805.  Do  yoii  mean  that  houses  have  been  built  upon  the  top  of  refuse  heaps  which 
have  been  filled  into  disused  quarries  ? — Yes  ; perhaps  to  the  depth  of  twenty  or  thirty 
feet ; and  after  a time  this  will  be  converted  into  building  ground. 

7806.  You  would  not  consider  that  at  all  a desirable  foundation  for  a house  ? — Anything 
but  desirable,  I should  think. 

7807.  Do  cellar  dwellings  also  prevail  to  a certain  extent  in  Gateshead  ?— Yes. 

7808.  Have  they  become  more  common  of  late  years  than  they  were  formerly  ? — Yes. 
I think  it  is  an  increasing  evil. 

7809.  I suppose  you  have  a general  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  geology  and  soil 
here  ? — I have  some  knowledge  of  it. 

7810.  I have  understood  that  in  mauy  parts  at  all  events  you  have  on  the  surface  a 
loam  approaching  to  a clay,  with  habitually  a very  impervious  clay  below  ; is  that  the 
fact  ? — It  is. 

7811.  I need  hardly  ask  whether  such  a soil,  except  it  were  well  drained,  would  be 
damp  and  prejudicial  to  health  ? — Certainly  it  would. 

7812.  And  the  existence  of  cellar  dwellings  in  such  a soil,  when  undrained,  would  be 
eminently  unfavourable  to  health  ? — Yes  ; the  very  walls  of  the  cellars  would  be  against 
this  loam  and  clay  to  a considerable  extent ; but  of  course  where  they  have  cellars  they 
would  excavate  down  to  the  rock  in  the  larger  proportion  of  instances. 

7813.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  The  rock  comes  near  the  surface? — Yes,  in  many  cases.  In 
forming  a drain  in  High  Street,  the  workmen  had  ta  cut  through  the  solid  rock. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk)  From  this  point  all  the  way  up  the  street  the  drain  was  carried  along 
the  rock,  with  the  exception  of  a small  piece  opposite  here  {shotving  the  same  on  the  map). 

7814.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Kell.)  In  fact,  then,  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  river, 
at  ordinary  sewer  depth,  you  come  to  the  rock  ?— We  do,  indeed,  at  much  less  than  that ; 
as  .soon  as  ever  you  reach  the  table  land. 

7815.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Is  there  clay  and  loam  on  the  top  of  it? — It  is  clay  mixed  with 
sand.  On  the  site  of  Gateshead  churchyard,  it  is  a strong  cla}^  on  the  top  of  the  hill  near 
the  river,  and  on  the  other  side,  though  the  distance  is  so  short,  it  is  a sand. 

{Mr.  Brady.)  But  still  the  argument  will  apply,  because  the  sides  of  the  cellars  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  built  against  the  bed  of  clay  and  incur  considerable  dampness. 

7816.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Brady.)  Taking  such  a nature  of,  soil,  and  as.suming,  as  I 
believe  will  be  proved,  that  there  exists  very  little  drainage,  would  you  doubt  that  the 
walls  of  the  houses  also  would  be  likely  to  absorb  the  moisture  into  their  porous  brick- 
work, and  in  that  respect  also  to  become  damp  and  unfavourable  to  health  ? — There  are 
certain  localities  in  Avhich  that  will  ajiply ; but  I should  say,  generally  speaking,  that  in 
the  upper  stories  of  the  houses  above  the  cellars  the  walls  were  dry. 

7817.  Excluding  notorious  places  like  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  you  have  not 
noticed  much  damp  ? — No,  1 think  not. 

7818.  But  the  Avant  of  A'entilation  arising  from  the  bad  form  of  house  construction  is 
a serious  evil  ? — It  is  a .serious  evil,  no  doubt. 

7819.  And  -|irevails  pretty  extensively  throughout  the  town? — Among  the  houses 
inhabited  by  the  Avorking  classes  particular!}^ ; and  I Avill  go  even  beyond  that.  I think 
many  of  the  .shopkeepers  live  in  situations  Avhere  the  houses  are  built  so  nearly  back  to 
back  as  to  afford  very  little  opportunity  either  for  getting  aAvay  the  refuse  or  for  thorough 
A'entilation. 

7820.  Even  Avhere  you  cannot  say  that  thorough  ventilation  is  impossible,  it  is  still  so 
impeded  as  to  be  excessively  difficult  ? — Yes. 

7821.  You  have  no  intimate  knoAvledge  of  the  seAvers  and  drains  here? — No,  I have 
no  practical  knowledge. 

7822.  With  reference  to  the  houses  into  Avhich  your  practice  has  led  you,  are  you 
aAvare  Avhether  or  not  they  suffer  from  the  want  of  proper  domestic  conA'cniences.  I am 
speaking  in  the  first  place  of  the  poorer  classes  ? — Yes,  I should  say  that  they  do  so 
very  generally. 

7823.  The  six  medical  gentlemen  to  whom  I have  alluded,  in  their  report  to 
Mr.  RaAvlinson,  state,  that  “ Considerable  injury  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  arise 
“ from  the  Avant  of  a sufficient  number  of  privies.  In  some  portions  of  the  toAvn  none  are 
“ provided:  in  other  portions,  such  as  in  Hillgate,  Oakwellgate,  &c.,  there  is  frequently 
“ only  one  privy  common  to  twenty  or  thirty  families,  and  these  are  in  such  an  abomi- 
‘‘  nable  dirty  condition  as  to  excite  surprise  that  they  .should  eA'er  be  used.  There  are  no 

public  necessaries."  Is  that  in  your  judgment  a correct  statement  ? — Yes,  I believe  it  is. 

7824.  Did  it  apply  in  1853  as  much  as  in  1849  ? — In  the  same  localities  it  did. 

7825.  The  same  gentlemen  also  state,  that  Avhere  these  conveniences  do  exist  they  exist 
in  very  unfavourable  situations  and  in  very  filthy  states.  They  say,  it  is  not  unfrequent 
to  find  buildings,  so  to  say,  erected  over  them,  so  that  in  one  sense  they  may  be  said  to 
be  under  or  Avithin  buildings ; and  that  the  effluvia  arising  from  them  are  such  as  to 
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contaminate  the  air  very  seriously.  Does  your  experience  confirm  that  ? — I do  not  j'ecol-  Henry  B 
lect  cases  exactly  parallel ; hut  it  is  quite  possible  that  it  may  be  so  in  the  lower  parts  of  ~ 

the  town.  Yes,  I recollect  now  that  that  is  correct. 

7826.  There  are  some  places  at  all  events  to  which  within  your  knowledge  it  applies  ? 

■ — Yes. 

(ilTr.  Toivn  Cleric)  And  many  of  these  are  modern  jjlaces. 

7827.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Brachj.)  Can  you  form  any  judgment  as  to  the  percentage  of 
the  population  that  may  be  destitute  of  proper  domestic  conveniences  in  this  respect  ? — I 
have  not  considered  it  so  as  to  come  to  any  definite  conclusion  upon  the  subject,  but  it 
must  be  a very  large  proportion,  because  it  prevails  to  the  greatest  extent  in  the  most 
densely  populated  parts  of  the  town. 

7828.  Do  you  think  that  onedralf  of  the  poorer  population,  if  not  totally  destitute,  is 
exceedingly  ill  provided  in  those  respects,  or  would  that  be  an  over-statement  ? — I 
question  whether  it  is  an  over-statement.  I think  it  is  very  likely  that  it  is  so. 

7829.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instances  in  this  borough  in  which  the  want  of  those 
proper  domestic  conveniences  has  led  to  the  population  making  use  of  cellars  and  rooms, 
and  so  on,  as  privies  and  ashpits.  Have  you  .ever,  in  your  own  experience,  come  across 
any  such  cases  ? — No,  I do  not  think  I have. 

{Mr.  Heiuitt)  There  is  a house  now  in  Oakwellgate  Lane,  where  people  were 
living  very  recently  indeed,  in  whicli  the  closets  were  filled  with  house  refuse  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  doors  were  nailed  up  ; while  other  portions  of  house  refuse  were  deposited 
in  the  garret  till  it  fetched  the  ceiling  down.  I have  not  seen  it  myself,  but  I have  sent 
a man  down  within  the  last  few  days  who  will  corroborate  wdiat  I say.  I have  had  that 
from  him  this  morning. 

7830.  {Mr.  Bateman)  People  were  living  below  the  garret  at  the  time  ? — Yes;  and  a 
portion  of  the  house,  I dare  say,  is  inliabited  now. 

{Mr.  Brady)  I ought  to  observe  that  my  practice  of  late  yeaj's  has  not  led  me  so  much 
into  these  places. 

{Mr.  Hewitt)  The  deputy  landlord  is  here,  Mr.  Eankin. 

7831.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Rankin)  Are  you  acquainted  -with  the  house  to  wliich  that 
gentleman  alludes  ? — I am. 

7832.  Is  there  any  room  in  it  which  has  recently,  or  at  any  time,  been  used  as  a place 
of  deposit  for  excrement  and  filth  ? — No,  nothing  of  the  kind.  ■ 

7833.  Was  any  closet  so  used? — The  closets  are  unknown  to  me.  I cannot  say. 

Thei’e  are  no  tenants  in  it  now ; they  were  all  put  out. 

7834.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Why  were  they  put  out? — They  had  fourteen  days’ notice ; 
they  went  out  on  Monday. 

7835.  Till  within  the  last  week  then  there  were  tenants  living  there  ? — Tliere  was  one 
there,  I believe,  last  Monday,  and  she  would  not  go  out. 

7836.  {Chairman)  However,  what  I understand  you  to  say  is  that,  as  far  as  your 
knowledge  extends,  no  room  in  that  house  ever  was  used  in  this  way  for  the  purposes  of 
a cesspool,  and  that  you  do  not  know  of  any  closet  ever  having  been  so  used? — I do  not 
know  of  any.  If  it  was  done,  it  was  unknown  to  me. 

7837.  (To  Mr.  Brady)  Have  you,  in  your  visits  to  these  houses,  seen  the  utensils  here 
called  “ kits,”  to  which  the  people,  in  the  absence  of  proper  domestic  conveniences, 
habitually  resort? — Yes  ; there  are  districts  in  which  I have  seen  that  some  3^ears  ago. 

7838.  Are  there  any  districts  liere  in  which  habitually,  in  going  into  a house  or  a 
room,  you  have  seen  on  the  stairhead  or  in  the  corner  of  tlie  room  a utensil  of  that 
kind,  more  or  less  full  of  excrementitious  matter  ? — In  some  parts  of  the  town  they 
have  no  other  means  of  getting  rid  of  such  matter. 

7839.  And  in  tliose  parts  of  the  town  you  would  habitually  see  it? — I cannot  exactly 
call  instances  to  mind,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  it  is  the  case. 

7840.  And  in  those  houses  where  privies  and  ashpits  have  existed,  have  you  found  or 
known  these  conveniences  to  be  in  a proper  condition  ? — Quite  as  frequentl}'  in  an  improper 


one. 

7841.  {Mr.  Bateman)  I suppose  that  every  waste  plot  of  ground  almost  in  the 
neighljourhood  of  these  premises  is  everywhere  spotted  over  with  excrement  ? — I do  not 
know  that  I can  say  that  exactly. 

7842.  {Chairman)  There  are,  however,  some  such  places  in  Gates! lead,  no  doubt  ^ 

Yes. 

7843.  We  have,  ourselves,  seen  one  or  two  slopes  looking  on  to  the  river  whicli  are 

obviously  used  for  the  deposit  of  the  contents  of  kits  and  of  every  other  kind  of  refuse  ? 

For  aught  I know  it  may  be  so  now ; but,  I recollect  some  _vears  ago,  in  passing  from 
Church  Walk  down  to  Hillgate,  some  of  the  places  were  literally  nothing  better  than 
running  de|)dts  for  filth  of  this  sort. 

7844.  With  regard  to  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate  and  so  on,  are  any  of  the  liouses 
there  what  may  be  called  dilapidated  and  dirty  houses  I — Not  fit  for  human  beings  to  live 
in  at  all. 

7845.  Exceedingly  dirty,  calling  for  whitewashing  and  purification  of  a somewhat 
extensive  nature  to  render  them  even  tolerably  clean  ? — Yes  ; there  is  very  little  inducement 
to  a person  going  into  a house  of  that  kind  to  try  to  keep  it  clean  ; they  hardly  can  do 
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it,  I apprehend.  A large  proportion  of  them  are  not  fit  for  human  residences  ; that  is  the 
plain  English  of  the  matter. 

7846.  Is  it  true  that  there  are  districts  in  this  town  in  which  the  want  of  proper 
domestic  arrangements  is  so  great,  that  it  is  almost  a hopeless  task  to  endeavour  to  keep 
the  house  clean  ? — Yes,  I believe  it  is. 

7847.  That  in  fact,  no  cleanliness  of  habits,  and  no  desire  for  cleanliness  on  tlie  part  of 
the  population  would  avail  to  keep  those  residences  in  a sweet  and  wholesome  condition  ? 
— I do  not  believe  persons  could  be  found  to  live  in  tliose  houses  who  really  would  take 
the  pains  to  keep  them  clean  ; such  persons  would  locate  themselves  elsewhere  where 
they  could  do  it  with  less  difficidty.  It  is  the  very  refuse  of  the  town  only,  people 
who  care  very  little  about  cleanliness,  either  personal  or  domestic,  who  inhabit  those  places. 

7848.  Are  you  aware  of  the  circumstances  relative  to  the  crowding  in  these  parts ; 
is  it,  for  instance,  habitual  for  whole  families  to  live  and  sleep,  cook,  eat,  and  wash,  and 
everything  in  a single  room? — Yes,  in  innumerable  instances. 

7849.  Have  you  known  overcrowding  proceed  to  a greater  extent  than  that ; for 
instance,  to  the  sub-letting  of  a corner  of  such  a single  room  to  another  family? — I cannot 
charge  my  memory  with  actually  having  seen  such  cases  of  late  years  ; they  did,  however, 
occur  in  former  years ; and  the  lodging-houses,  especially,  were  crowded  to  an  enormous 
extent. 

7850.  Do  you  think  that  this  kind  of  overcrowding  prevaileil  to  any  considerable 
extent  in  August  1853  ? — Yes  ; I have  no  doubt  it  did. 

7851.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Would  that  be  a period  of  the  year  in  which  more  than  usual 
overcrowding  would  exist? — I do  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not.  I should  almost 
question  it.  August  would  be  a period  of  the  year,  when  many  of  the  Irish  probably 
would  be  out  in  the  agricultural  districts.  It  was  in  September,  I think,  that  the 
cholera  broke  out  here  recently. 

7852.  {Chairman.)  They  would  hardly  come  in  from  their  harvesting  work  till 
September  and  October  ? — No;  I should  think  not  in  this  district.  I should  question 
whether  there  was  more  overcrowding  here  than  usual ; Imt  there  is  a very  laig-e  amount 
of  it  at  all  times. 

7853.  More  than  is  conducive  to  public  health? — Yes. 

7854.  Do  you  remember  the  description  of  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  which  is  given 
by  the  six  medical  gentlemen  in  their  report  to  Mr.  Rawliuson  ? — I do  not  recollect  it 
just  now,  though  I have  read  it ; but  I am  quite  certain  they  can  say  nothing  too  bad 
of  it. 

7855.  They  state  that  Pipewellgate  is  about  330  yards  in  length  ; that  it  averages 
scarcely  eight  feet  in  breadth  ; that  it  contains  a population  of  about  2,000  ; that  a large 
proportion  of  the  houses  there  are  built  back  to  back,  with  very  limited  yards  behind 
them,  having  very  imperfect  ventilation  ; the  air  being  strongly  contaminated  by  the 
effluvia  from  privies  and  middens,  and  the  rooms  very  destitute  of  light  ; also  that  the 
rooms  are  rendered  damp  and  offensive  from  the  fluid  parts  of  the  contents  of  the 
ashpits  penetrating  the  walls,  and  so  on  ? — To  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  I have  no 
doubt  all  that  will  apply. 

7856.  In  your  judgment  that  description  of  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate  is  not 
overdrawn? — No  ; I think  not  at  all. 

7857.  We  had,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  exceedhigly  strong  opinions  expressed, 
as  to  the  almost  impossibility  of  rendering  certain  parts  of  Newcastle  properly  habitable, 
except  by  abolishing  the  existing  structuies  and  building  them  up  again.  Now,  do  you 
think  that  there  are  any  parts  in  Gateshead  which  are  so  bad  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  issue  a similar  recommendation  with  regard  to  them  ? — Yes  ; I could  put  my  hand 
U[)on  a number  of  them. 

7858.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Mr.  Lee,  the  engineer,  recojumended  the  bombardment  of  one 
consideralde  portion  of  Newcastle  ?— If  you  keep  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  way,  there 
are  many  parts  of  Gateshead  that  you  could  sweep  away  with  muchbenefit.  There  is 
one  part  which  has  not  been  mentioned  yet,  called  the  Island,  where  the  most  horrid 
nuisances  exist,  and  which  is  as  bad  as  almost  any  part  of  the  town ; that  is  the  part 
between  the  carriage  road,  and  the  footpath,  from  the  Tyne  Bridge. 

7859.  {Chairman.)  I suppose  many  of  the  houses  there  are  very  old? — They  are  in  a 
very  sad  state. 

7860.  And  in  a very  dilapidated  condition  also? — Yes. 

7861.  You  could  hardly  make  the  walls  of  those  houses  fit  for  the  walls  of  a human 
habitation  except  by  building  new  ones  ? — Just  so  ; and  many  of  the  staircases  are  so 
dark,  that  you  cannot  see  to  get  up  them  without  a candle  ; there  being  no  ventilation 
whatever,  and  no  light  even  admitted  to  the  staircases  in  many  instances. 

7862.  We  have  had  evidence  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  from  two  or  three  of  the 
five  parochial  surgeons,  that  not  unfrequently  at  noon-day  in  summer  they  had  to  take  a 
candle  to  see  their  patients  in  some  of  these  miserable  localities.  Now  do  you  think  that 
that  prevails  to  any  extent  on  this  side  of  the  water  also  ? — I should  not  think  to  any 
great  extent ; but  I quite  beheve  that  in  some  of  the  places  which  I have  alluded  to, 
they  could  not  find  their  way  upstairs  except  by  sheer  groping.  They  might  do  it  by 
that  means,  but  many  of  the  staircases  are  in  such  a dilapidated  state,  that  you  might  as 
easily  fall  over  the  bannisters  as  not. 
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7863.  To  a certain  extent,  then,  the  same  state  of  things  exists  here  as  on  the  other- 
side  of  the  water? — No  doubt  of  it ; the  condition  is  very  much  identical. 

7864.  Speaking  generally  of  the  house  accommodation  provided  for  the  poorer  classes 
of  Gateshead,  do  you  think  it  is  in  such  a state  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  for 
the  Town  Council  or  the  Board  of  Health  to  avail  themselves  of  any  powers,  which  any 
public  Act  might  give  them,  for  the  pru'pose  of  erecting  what  we  may  call  model  lodging- 
houses  for  the  accommodation  of  those  poorer  classes  ? — I have  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
very  great  blessing  to  the  town. 

7865.  It  would  have  been  desirable  if  they  had  done  so  ? — Yes. 

7866.  With  regard  to  what  we  may  call  nuisances,  and  to  which  allusions  are  made 
in  many  parts  of  Mr.  Eawlinson’s  report,  such  as  slaughter-houses,  the  carrying  on  of 
offensive  trades,  smoke  nuisances,  and  so  on,  have  you  noticed  any  such  ? — Yes,  they  do 
exist  very  largely. 

7867.  The  statements  here  made  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  in  1849  would  still  have  been  more 
or  less  correct  in  1853  ? — I should  think  there  has  been  very  little  alteration  in  the  last 
four  years. 

7868.  Then  as  to  paving,  Mr.  Bawlinson’s  report  implies  that  there  is  a gi'eat  want  of 
paving,  and  the  statements  put  in  as  evidence  before  Mr.  Rawlinson  also  imply  the  same. 
They  say : — “ Several  of  our  streets,  courts  and  entries  are  not  only  undrained,  but 
“ remain  unpaved  and  uncleansed,  and  without  any  side  channels  to  carry  off  the  liquid 
“ matters  ; so  that  in  wet  weather  they  become  almost  impassable  from  ruts  and  filth, 
“ the  inhabitants  having  no  other  method  of  disposing  of  their  refuse  matter,  excrement, 
“ &c.,  but  by  throwing  them  into  the  streets  and  lanes,  where  they  spread,  become 
“ decomposed,  and  evolve  a most  disgusting  odour,  more  particularly  Avhen  the  weather 
“ is  warm  and  close.”  Was  that  in  any  degree,  and  if  so,  in  what  degree,  true  of 
Gateshead  in  August  1853? — As  regards  the  smaller  passages  and  lanes,  I should  think 
it  would  apply  with  equal  force  in  1853  as  in  1849  ; but  as  regards  the  broad  streets  I 
should  think  there  has  been  a very  considerable  improvement  both  in  the  draining  and 
paving.  Some  of  the  streets  then  entirely  undrained  and  unpaved  have  since  then  been 
attended  to  in  those  respects. 

7869.  The  improvement  has  been  in  theivide  thoroughfares? — Yes. 

7870.  But  in  the  narrow  courts,  lanes,  and  entries,  in  the  worse  provided  places,  which 
would  therefore  more  urgently  require  that  additional  paving,  cleansing,  and  so  on,  you 
do  not  think  that  any  material  improvement  has  been  made  ? — No ; I question  it. 

7871.  You  have  almost  answered  the  question  as  to  scavenage  in  that  answer ; the 
scavenage  remains  deficient  in  these  worse  provided  places  ? — Yes  ; I think  there  is  a 
general  deficiency  there ; not  so  much  in  the  cleaning  of  the  streets  as  in  the  removal  of 
the  refuse  when  it  is  p’ot  tog-ether. 

7872.  Can  you  say  that  you  have  noticed  recently  what  might  be  termed  considerable 
accumulations  of  filth  in  those  narrow  courts  to  which  your  practice  may  have  led  you  ? 
— -Yes,  several. 

7873.  As  lately  as  August  1853  ? — As  lately  as  February  1854. 

7874.  I suppose  you  would  not  doubt  that  the  presence  of  such  accumulations,  if  any 
such  existed  in  August  and  September  1853,  Avill  have  had  an  obvious  influence  in 
aggravating  the  virulence  of  the  recent  epidemic  ? — I scarcely  see  how  it  could  be 
otherwise. 

7875.  With  regard  to  burial  grounds  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  re|:)Ort  and  the  documents 
put  in  before  him,  express  a very  unfavourable  opinion  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
burial  grounds  in  this  town  ; stating  that  they  were  over  full,  evolving  bad  odours  and 
malaria,  and  affecting  the  public  health  prejudicially  ; do  you  think  that  was  correct  in 
August  1853? — Yes  ; the  churchyard,  Sk  Mary’s,  was  very  bad  previously  to  the  closing 
of  it.  I do  not  know  when  that  was  exactly. 

7876.  It  was  under  the  pressure  of  the  epidemic  that  it  was  closed  ? — Yes. 

7877.  (Mr.  Bateman)  That  is  the  church  on  the  top  of  the  hill  ? — Yes,  St.  Mary’s. 

7878.  (Chairman.)  We  have  sufficient  evidence  from  you  to  show  that,  in  your 
judgment  at  all  events,  the  air  was  not  over-pure  ; what  do  you  think  about  the  water 
supplied  to  Gatesliead  in  September  1853  ? — I cannot  say  a great  deal  for  that  either.  It 
was  not  in  a pure  state  at  all ; so  far  from  it  that  I dare  say,  if  it  had  been  possible  to 
[u-ocure  any  other  water,  it  would  have  been  used  in  preference  to  Whittle  Dean  water, 
at  all  events  for  drinking  purposes. 

7879.  Al]  ])eople  seem  to  agree  that  it  was  discoloured,  dirty,  or  muddy,  and  bad  to  the 
eye  in  one  way  or  another  ; in  that  you  would  agree  also  ? — Quite. 

7880.  Some  people  have  said  that  it  had  a distinctly  offensive  smell ; did  you  ever  notice 
anytljing  of  that  sort  yourself? — No. 

7881.  Did  you  drink  it? — No  ; I hope  not  at  least. 

7882.  You  could  not  say  Avhether  it  had  an  offensive  taste? — No  ; I cannot  say  that  I 
ever  tasted  it. 

7883.  (3Ir.  Bateman)  Were  you  in  the  ordinary  habit  of  drinking  it? — We  very 
rarely  drank  it  ourselves,  because  we  had  a pump  in  the  adjoining  yard. 

7884.  You  did  not  usually  drink  it  ? — No;  having  water  of  a purer  character,  we  did 
not  use  it  except  for  cidinary  and  cleansing  purposes. 

7885.  You  did  not  give  over  drinking  it  on  account  of  its  state  ? — No. 
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7886.  (Chairman.)  Is  it  within  your  recollection  that  in  the  year  1831-32  the  reservoir 
which  yon  had  at  CaiTS  Hill  liere  failed,  and  that  the  inhabitants  liad  to  resort  to  the 
Tyne  for  water  1 — I do  not  recollect  that  circumstance. 

7887.  It  is  so  stated  in  the  history  of  the  water  supply  to  this  town  ? — I do  not 
recollect  it. 

7888.  At  all  events  in  1849  when  the  cholera  was  light  you  had  good  water,  and 
plenty  of  it  ?—  Yes  ; there  was  a better  supply  of  purer  water  at  that  time. 

7889.  I suppo.se  you  would  hardly  doubt  that  the  impurity  of  the  water  to  which  you 
have  alluded  would,  at  all  events,  not  have  had  any  favourable  efiect  upon  the  virulence 
of  the  last  epidemic  ? — No  ; I do  not  know  where  the  water  of  the  Whittle  Dean  company 
was  taken  from.  I believe  that  it  is  not  got  from  the  river  now,  but  it  was  I suppose  at 
that  time  to  some  extent,  in  consecpience  of  the  failure  of  their  own  reservoirs. 

7890.  I mean  the  water  such  as  you  saw  it  ? —I  liave  no  idea  myself  that  it  contributed 
very  largely  to  the  spread  of  the  disease  ; I do  not  think  it. 

7891.  But  still,  with  what  may  be  called  a bowel  epidemic,  any  amount  of  impurity  in 
the  water  would  have  some  effect  ? — In  common  with  other  predisposing  causes  there  is 
no  doubt  that  it  would  have  some  influence,  but  I do  not  look  upon  it  as  a very  powerful 
one  myself 

7892.  Did  you  notice  any  change  in  the  quality  of  your  own  well  spring  water? 

None. 

7893.  No  appreciable  variation  ?— None  ; I am  not  sensible  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

7894.  Do  you  think  that  the  poorer  classes  of  this  town  at  that  time  were 
adequately  supplied  Avith  water  ? — No  ; I do  not  think  they  are  even  yet. 

7895.  Has  any  great  increase  of  accommodation  Avith  respect  to  water  supply  been 
afforded  to  them  since  1849  ? — Yes  ; Avater  has  been  introduced  to  the  tenemented  houses 
to  a great  extent. 

7896.  Then  the  deficiency  of  water  supply  to  the  poorer  clas,ses  is  not  as  great  as  at  the 
time  of  Mr.  Rawlinson's  inciuiry  ? — No. 

7897.  Bnt  still  it  is  not  quite  adequate,  if  not  to  their  Avants,  at  all  events  to  what 
the}^  ought  to  want? — No,  they  onght  to  have  a much  larger  siq^ply,  and  of  course  it  must 
be  considerably  increasing  Avith  a population  increasing  to  the  extent  to  Avhich  ours  does. 

7898.  With  respect  to  the  gas,  we  have  had  evidence  to  this  effect ; that  the  gas  here  is 
not  pure  ; that  it  spoils  bookbindings,  and  so  on  ; and  of  course  in  places  where  people 
like  shopkeepers  use  a considerable  quantity  in  ill  Amntilated  rooms,  it  may  have  had  a 
certain  effect  upon  the  public  health  generally,  but  not  to  any  appreciable  or  traceable 
degree,  especially  in  connexion  Avith  the  late  epidemic.  Do  you  Avish  to  add  anything  to 
that  kind  of  evidence  ?— No,  the  gas  is  not  pure  certainly,  as  it  should  be  ; it  varies. 

7899.  You  concur  AAuth  that  view? — Quite. 

7900.  Of  course  it  Avould  not  be  favourable  to  health  to  have  mixed  Avith  the  atmo- 
sphere Avhich  you  breathe  the  products  of  combustion  of  an  impure  gas? — No. 

7901.  But  further  than  that  you  would  not  go  ? — It  evidently  has  some  peculiar  proper- 
ties, for  you  find  that  A^egetable  groAvth  is  retarded  and  almost  entirely  put  a stop  to  by 
it.  If  you  bring  jmur  plants  into  your  rooms,  for  instance,  a fiischia,  you  Avill 
find  that  the  floAvers  have  all  dro]>ped  off  by  the  next  moi'iiing  iu  nine  cases  out 
of  ten. 

7902.  Where  gas  is  bnrnt  ? — Yes,  and  even  in  the  hall. 

7903.  I suppose  you  have  on  this  side  of  the  water,  as  on  tlie  other,  a considerable 
proportion  of  Avhat  you  may  call  a very  low  class  of  population  ? — Very  largely  ; I should 
think  larger  than  on  the  other  side.  With  the  extensive  manuiactnres  on  this  side  of  the 
riAmr,  there  Avill  always  he  a large  proportion  of  the  poorei'  classes. 

7904.  I mean  that  beyond  the  mere  labouring  people,  there  is  a class  on  the  other  side 
of  the  AATxter  who  seem  to  do  next  to  nothing  for  their  living,  raid  to  liAm  one  scarcely 
knoAvs  hoAv  ? — We  are  very  much  on  a par  in  that  respect.  There  are  large  numbers  who 
get  up  in  the  morning  Avithont  knoAving  where  their  breakfast  is  to  come  from. 

7905.  And  AAdio  are  very  apt  to  spend  Avhat  they  get  in  drink  and  intoxication  ? — Yes. 

7906.  In  fret  there  is  a large  proportion  of  people  Avliose  personal  habits  are  unfa- 
vourable to  health  ?— No  doubt  of  it,  a very  large  class. 

7907.  Taking  a more  general  view,  and  speaking  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  as 
3’ou  can  remember  it  for  many  years  pa.st,  do  you  see  any  considerable  improA^ement,  say 
in  the  last  seven  jmars,  in  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  generally  ? — Yes  ; the  impn-OAm- 
ment  in  the  last  tAventy-fiAm  years  is  very  decided.  There  is  a marked  and  impjortant 
improvement  in  the  leading  streets  of  the  toAvn  particularl}^  I question  Avhether  there  is 
much  improvement  in  the  loAAmr  parts,  which  of  course  are  more  obnoxious  to  disease  ; but 
in  the  upper  jjarts  of  the  town  the  improvement  is  very  marked  indeed  ; those  who  have 
knoAvn  it  for  a quarter  of  a centuiy  will  agree  in  that. 

7908.  In  the  main  thoroughfares  chiefly  ? — The  main  thoroughfares  are  vastly  improved, 

7909.  AYith  regard  to  what  we  may  call  the  habitual  seats  of  disease,  how  is  it  ? — I 
que.stion  Avhether  there  is  much  improvenient  in  them. 

7910.  Mr.  RaAvlinson  in  his  report  in  1849  states  very  di.stinctly  that  “the  condition  of 
“ the  toAvn  has  not  been  materially  improved  since  it  Avas-  inspected  and  described  in 
“ 1843  b}'  Dr.  Reid.”  Your  opinion  is  that,  limiting  the  statement  to  the  loAver  parts  of 
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the  town,  and  to  the  parts  more  generally  visited  and  ravaged  by  epidemics,  it  is  still  Henry  Brady,  Esq. 

substantially  correct ; and  that  there  has  not  been  much  improvement  in  them  ? — Very  

little  indeed.  8th  March  1854. 

{Mr.  Glephan.)  Will  you  ask  Mr.  Brady  in  v.diat  state  Leonard’s  Court  was  in  1832  ? ~ 

7911.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  remember  the  comparative  state  of  Leonard’s  Court  in 
1832,  and  in  1853  ? — I can  scarcely  draw  a comparison ; it  was  as  bad  as  it  could  be  then, 
and  is  so  now,  and  so  it  always  will  be,  forming  as  it  does  a cul  de  sac  inhabited  by  a poor 
and  wretched  population. 

7912.  You  have  no  connexion  either  with  the  Town  Council,  or  with  the  Board  of 
Health  ? — No. 

7913.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  wish  to  give  your  evidence? — No,  I do 
not  know  of  anything.  I shall  be  glad  to  answer,  so  far  as  I am  able,  any  questions  whicli 
are  put  to  me. 


JV.  Jollie,  Esq., 

William  Jollie,  Esq.,  M.D.,  examined.  M.D. 

7914.  {Chairman)  You  are  a physician  practising  in  this  town  ? — Yes. 

79 1 5.  For  how  many  years  have  you  done  so  ? — For  ten  or  eleven  years. 

7916.  On  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  official  visit  to  this  town  in  1849  you,  in 
conjunction  with  five  other  medical  gentlemen,  made  a report  to  him  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  Gateshead  ? — -I  believe  I drew  up  that  report. 

. 7917.  Then  of  course  you  are  familiar  with  the  statements  made  in  it  ? — Yes. 

7918.  Do  you  see  any  reason  to  alter  now  any  of  those  statements? — Not  having  read 
it  since,  I do  not  exactly  know ; perhaps  my  sentiments  in  some  respects  might  require  a 
little  alteration, 

7919.  It  speaks  there  of  an  excessive  mortality.  I have  here  a paper  from  the  Registrar- 
general  from  which  it  ajipears  that  the  average  mortality  per  thousand  per  annum  in 
Gateshead  during  the  last  fifteen  years  lias  been  at  least  26’6  ; and  of  course,  if  this  paper 
refer  to  Gateshead  Union,  there  can  lie  little  doubt  but  that  the  mortality  in  Gateshead 
borough  has  been  much  higher  : taking  it  however  simply  at  26  6,  you  would,  no  doubt, 
consider  even  that  a high  rate  of  mortality  ? — Yes,  it  is  rather  higher  perhaps  than  we 
might  otherwise  calculate  for  the  borough  of  Gateshead^  but  still  not  too  high  when  we 
know  the  condition  of  the  gveat  mass  of  the  people  who  are  living  in  the  town. 

7920.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Not  more,  you  mean,  than  you  might  expect? — Exactly. 

7921.  {Chairman)  The  mortality  is  high  ; but  the  local  conditions  sufficiently  account 
to  you  for  that  rate  of  mortality  ; is  that  what  you  mean  ? — Yes. 

7922.  You  then  mention  certain  local  causes,  which  are  potential  in  raising  the 
mortality  of  Gateshead,  especially  in  Pipewellgate,  Hillgate,  and  other  places.  For 
instance,  you  refer  to  the  deterioration  of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke  ; do  you  still  retain  the 
pinion  that  that  is  prejudicial  to  health  ? — Still  ; and  to  as  great  an  extent  now  as  then. 

7923.  Do  you  think  that  the  smoke  nuisance  had  been  materially  abated  between  1849 
and  1853  ? — By  no  means. 

7924.  You  also  refer  to  the  extreme  narrowness  of  many  of  the  thoroughfares,  to  the 
confined  and  precipitous  nature  of  the  lanes  and  alleys,  by  which  ventilation  is  obstructed 
and  light  in  a great  measure  excluded  ; that  obsei’vation  would  still  apply  ? — Yes. 

7925.  Then  you  proceed  to  complain  of  the  structure  and  arrangement  of  many  of  the 
houses  in  these  lanes,  even  of  those  more  recently  built,  namely,  in  respect  of  tlieir  being 
built  back  to  back,  with  such  a limited  space  behind  them  for  conveniences  that  the 
ventilation  is  very  imperfect,  the  air  in  many  of  the  houses  being  strongly  contaminated 
by  the  effluvia  arising  from  privies  and  middens,  and  so  on  ; those  remarks  woidd  still 
apply,  I presume  ? — Yes  ; but  I think  that  the  buildings  which  have  been  put  up  more 
recently  are  somewhat  of  a better  class. 

7926.  Would  you  confine  your  observations  to  the  period  from  1851  downwards  ? — Yes. 

7927.  Since  the  Local  Board  of  Health  has  been  in  action,  you  have  seen  evidences  of 
its  operation  upon  the  structural  arrangements  of  the  houses  erected? — Yes. 

7928.  You  further  state  that  it  is  by  no  means  unfrequent  to  find  parts  of  inhabited 
buildings  situated  immediately  over  privies  and  ash-pits,  &c.  ? — That  exists  at  present. 

7929.  The  efiect  of  such  an  arrangement  upon  the  health  of  the  people  living  in  the 
rooms  above  these  places  would,  I presume,  be  in  your  judgment  obviously  prejudicial 
in  the  highest  degree  ? — Yes,  and  the  air  is  veiy  generally  impregnated  with  poisonous 
effluvia.  In  some  of  the  houses  in  Swinburne  Place  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  breathe,  in 
consequence  of  the  houses  being  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  middens. 

7930.  You  speak  also  of  some  rooms  being  rendered  damp  and  offensive  from  the  fluid 
parts  of  the  contents  of  the  ash-pits  penetrating  the  walls  ? — That  statement  is  still 
applicable  at  the  present  day. 

7931.  Does  your  practice  lead  you  at  all  among  the  class  of  people  inhabiting  these 
houses,  or  have  you  merely  gone  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  investigation  ? — My 
practice  at  that  time  led  me  a good  deal  there. 

7932.  )Sothat  at  tliat  time  you  had  consideraWe  ^iractical  acquaintance  with  those  parts 
of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

7933.  And  do  you  still  occasionally  go  there? — Yes,  but  not  to  the  same  extent. 
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ff.  Jollie,  Esq.,  7934.  But  you  still  from  time  to  time  renew  your  acquaintance  with  those  districts? — ■ 
M.D.  Yes. 

8th  Mai^  1854  7935.  You  then  speak  of  cellar  kitchens  as  existing  not  uncommonly  now,  and  being 

’ evidently  on  the  increase  ; of  their  being  dark,  damp,  and  ill  ventilated,  coataining 
inmates  presenting  in  general  a sickly  appearance,  more  liable  to  diseases,  and  recovering 
from  diseases  more  slowly  than  those  in  tlie  upper  rooms  ?— I endorse  now  what  I said 
then  in  that  respect. 

7936.  You  also  say  that  Gateshead  suffered  much  from  the  want  of  sewerage  and 
drainage  ? — Yes. 

7937.  Do  you  see  evidence  of  that  to  this  day  ? — Yes  ; but  I think  there  has  been  a 
very  evident  improvement  in  the  sewerage  and  pavement  of  the  streets. 

7938.  Within  the  last  four  years,  i.  e.  since  the  framing  of  this  report,  a good  deal  has 
been  done  in  respect  of  sewering  and  paving  ? — Yes,  I think  there  has  been  a good  deal  of 
improvement. 

7939.  Woidd  your  remarks  on  this  head  apply  chiefly,  as  Mr.  Brady’s  did,  to  the  main 
thoroughfares  and  the  better  parts  of  the  town? — Yes,  to  the  better  parts  of  the  town 
chiefly. 

7940.  There  has  not  been  much  done  either  in  sewering  or  paving  in  Pipewellgate, 
Hillgate,  Leonard’s  Court,  or  in  those  places  where  it  is  most  required  ? — In  Leonard’s 
Court  I do  not  think  there  has  been  any  for  some  years.  With  regard  to  Pipewellgate 
and  Hillgate  they  are  in  the  same  condition  as  in  1849. 

7941.  You  then  complain  of  parts  of  the  borough  more  recently  built,  such  as  William 
Street,  PoUock  Street,  and  Russell  Street,  as  being  entirely  without  sewers  or  drains,  and 
you  say,  “ in  places,  Avhere  there  are  drains,  these  latter  are  often  defective  and 
“ unserviceable  from  being  choked  up  by  accumulations,”  and  so  on  ? — 1 thmk  that  that 
condition  still  exists  at  the  present  time. 

7942.  But  1 suppose  it  has  improved,  especially  as  regards  the  presence  of  accumulations, 
&c.  ? — Yes. 

7943.  You  see  evidence  of  the  working  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  in  such  matters 
as  that  ?— I do  not  knoAV  to  what  to  ascribe  it ; but  my  impression  is  that  the  town  is 
considerably  cleaner,  and  better  cleansed  and  })aved,  tlian  it  used  to  be  ; except  in  some 
of  the  very  lowest  streets,  to  which  perhaps  the  Local  Board  of  Health  have  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  attending. 

7944.  You  fmdher  say,  “ Several  of  our  streets,  courts,  and  entries  are  not  oifly  un drained, 
“ but  remain  unpaved  and  uncleansed,  and  Avithout  any  side  channels  to  carry  off  the 
“ liquid  matters  ; so  that  in  Avet  weather  they  become  almost  impassable  from  ruts  and 
“ filth  ; ” and  that  the  inhabitants,  “ having  no  other  method  of  disposing  of  their  refuse,” 
and  so  on,  throAv  it  on  to  the  stieets ; that  to  a certain  extent  still  applies  ? — Yes. 

7945.  You  say  also,  “ Considerable  injury  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  arise  from 
“ the  want  of  a sufficient  number  of  privies.  In  some  portions  of  the  town  none  are 
“ proAuded ; in  other  portions,  as  in  Hillgate,  Oakwellgate,  &c.,  there  is  frequently  only 
“ one  privy  common  to  twenty  or  thirty  families,”  and  those  in  an  abominable  state,  and 
so  on  ; that  is  still  true,  I am  afraid  ? — Yes. 

7946.  Do  you  know  of  any  improvement  in  those  respects  having  been  made  in  the  parts 
most  seriously  requiring  it  ? — I cannot  call  to  mind  that  there  has  been  any.  The  ash- 
pits, which  I have  passed,  and  so  forth,  at  that  time,  were  much  in  the  same  condition  as 
they  are  at  present ; ashes  are  thrown  about  instead  of  being  collected  together,  and  so  on. 

7947.  Do  you  think  that  since  the  date  of  this  report  any  additional  privies  or  ash-pits 
have  been  provided  in  the  places  which  Avere  then  most  deficient  ? — I have  not  noticed 
that  there  liaAm  been  any  such  additions. 

7948.  Do  you  think  you  Avould  have  noticed  it  if  there  had  been  ? — I think  I should 
have  noticed  it  if  there  had  been  any  considerable  addition  to  the  former  accommodation. 

7949.  The  report  proceeds,  “Your  committee  may  noAv  specify  some  of  the  conditions 
“ Avhich  appear  to  them  most  conducive  in  raising  the  mortality,  more  particularly  of 
“ Pipewellgate,  above  that  of  other  parts  of  the  toAvn ; Avhich  are,  tlie  defective  breadth  of 
“ the  thoroughfare  itself ; the  narroAvness,  darkness,  and  dampness  of  the  numerous  lanes 
“ and  courts  ; tlie  descent  of  the  most  disgusting  refuse  matters  thrown  out  by  persons 
“ living  on  the  parts  more  elevated ; the  presence  of  numerous  piggeries,  the  washings 
“ from  tripe-shops,”  and  so  on,  through  a long  list  of  nuisances,  including  “ the  condition 
“ and  oAmrcroAvded  state  of  many  of  the  tenements,  more  especially  the  lodging-houses.”  Do 
those  conditions,  in  your  judgment,  still  exist,  and  still  exercise  the  same  influence  in 
raising  the  mortality  of  Pipewellgate  ? — Many  of  those  conditions  do  exist,  and  to  the 
same  extent ; but  some  of  them  are  in  some  measure  qualified  and  diminished. 

7950.  You  proceed  further  as  to  the  rooms  being  overcrowded  at  nights;  all  openings, 
by  which  fresh  air  can  be  admitted,  being  stopped  up ; houses  being  unA  entilated  ; want 
of  personal  cleanliness,  and  so  on  ? — I think  that  those  things  are  the  most  powerful 
predisposing  causes  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera  and  other  epidemic  diseases. 

7951.  You  think  overcrowding  and  want  of  ventilation  are  among  the  worst  of  sanitary 
evils  ? — I think  that  those  are  far  more  powerful  causes  than  bad  water  or  want  of 
sewerage. 

7952.  You  also  say  that  fever  raged  in  an  epidemic  form,  that  is  the  Irish  fever,  in  special 
localities,  Leonard’s  Court,  Pipewellgate,  and  Hillgate,  Avhich  are  all  notoriously  dirty 
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places.  Do  you  still  retain  the  opinion  here  expressed,  that  the  epidemics  which  may  vi.sit 
this  borough,  be  they  what  they  may,  will  generally  select  the  same  localities  as  the  chief 
seats  of  their  virulence? — Yes. 

7953.  There  has  been  nothing  in  your  experience  of  the  last  epidemic  to  alter  your  opinion, 
that  in  respect  of  its  localization,  cholera  will  follow  the  same  rule  as  most  other 
epidemics  ? — Cholera,  and  fever,  and  all  other  contagious  complaints  will  be  most  vimlent 
in  those  dirty  districts,  where  the  poor  more  especially  congvegate,  and  where  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  light,  aii-,  ventilation,  and  food,  and  where  habits  of  intoxication  are  most 
prevalent. 

7954.  You  think  that  whatever  are  predisposing  causes  to  typhus  or  any  form  of  fever 
will  also  be  px’edisposing  causes  in  respect  of  cholera  ? — Yes  ; but  at  the  same  time  none  of 
those  causes  will  produce  cholera  ; they  will  only  predispose  the  body  to  cholera  or  other 
diseases. 

7955.  But,  supposing  cholera  to  make  its  appearance,  the  virulence  and  the  malignity 
of  it  would  be  mainly  dependant  upon  the  presence  or  absence  of  these  predisposing  local 
causes  ? — Exactly. 

7956.  When  I say  “cause,”  I always  mean  “aggravating  cause,”  never  an  originating 
cause  ? -Not  an  originating  cause. 

7957.  You  then  go  into  several  details  which  we  need  hardly  follow  you  through.  You 
say,  however,  “ Leonard’s  Court  is  situated  in  the  high  part  of  Gate.shead,  and  is  a most 
“ filthy  locality  seldom  free  from  fever  ?” — Yes. 

7958.  Is  that  still  a correct  statement  ? — I cannot  speak  as  to  the  condition  of  Leonard \s 
Court  for  the  last  three  years.  I do  not  think  I have  been  in  it  once. 

7959.  I presume  that  we  may  take  the  epidemics  with  which  Gateshead  has  been  visited 
within  the  last  twenty  years  to  have  been  pretty  generally  identical  with  those  which 
have,  from  time  to  time,  visited  Newcastle  ? — Yes. 

7960.  Would  you  say  that  the  cholera  of  1853  has  been  “unprecedentedly  severe?” — 
T am  not  exactly  prepared  to  say.  I have  no  statistics  before  me  from  which  to  speak 
positively.  Certainly  the  mortality  was  verj^  great ; but  I can  only  speak  generally. 

7961.  I think  you  said  that  it  prevailed  very  considerably,  and  perhaps  mainly,  in  the 
same  localities  as  previous  epidemics  ? — In  the  same  localities  chiefly;  though  I believe  it 
attacked  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  on  the  last  occasion  more  than  on  any  previous  one. 

7962.  That  is  to  say  that  on  this  last  occasion  it  extended  to  localities  which  had 
previously  been  exempt  ? — Yes. 

7963.  It  ravaged  the  old  seats  of  disease  ecpially,  but  it  also  extended  to  some  new 
ones  ? — Yes  ; it  did  not  altogether  localize  itself  so  specially  as  on  previous  occasions. 

7964.  Not  so  markedly  or  so  obviously? — No. 

7965.  Would  you  agree  generally  in  the  statement,  that  the  epidemics  which  have 
visited  Gateshead,  including  tlie  epidemics  of  cholera,  have  ]xrevailed  mainly  in  connection 
with  the  want  of  sanitary  arrangements  of  different  kinds  ? — Yes. 

7966.  Some  years  ago  at  all  events,  your  practice  led  you  a good  deal,  not  only  intcj 
the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  but  actually  into  the  rooms  and  tenements  of  the  poor 
population  there  ? — It  did. 

7967.  You  noticed  the  form  of  house  construction  prevailing  in  certain  distiucts,  very 
narrow  thoroughfares,  houses  back  to  back  or  built  against  banks,  the  existence  of  cellar 
dwellings,  the  want  of  ventilation,  and  so  on;  in  your  opinion  would  those  be  unfavourable 
circumstances,  predisposing  such  localities  to  the  virulence  of  any  epidemic,  including 
cholera  ? — Very. 

7968.  The  absence  of  adeipiate  drainage  in  a soil  varying  from  strong  loam  to  clay 
would  also,  in  your  judgment,  be  detrimental  to  health  ? — Yes. 

7969.  The  soil  upon  which  certain  districts  of  Gateshead  stand  is  one  which  eminentl}^ 
requires  drainage  to  make  it  healthy  ? — It  is  very  favourable  for  surface  drainage  too  ; 
but  the  surface  drainage  is  often  obstructed  Ixy  houses. 

7970.  In  visiting  these  tenements,  have  you  habitually  seen  utensils  called  “ kits  ” 
about  the  rooms,  and  at  the  stair  heads  ? — -Very  ficquently. 

7971.  Has  your  nose  also  given  you  indication  of  privies  and  ashpits,  which  have  stood 
in  want  of  emptying  and  cleansing  ? — Yes. 

7972.  Is  that  a connnon  occurrence  ? — It  is  common. 

7973.  Have  you  ever  noticed  the  walls  of  these  tenements  damji  ?— Very  damp  ; 
permeated  with  water  from  the  ashpits  and  privies  behind 

7974.  Not  simply  with  pure  moisture,  but  with  moisture  laden  with  objectionable 
matter? — Yes,  from  the  ash]>its. 

7975.  Are  there  in  those  districts  many  of  the  houses,  which  in  their  brickwork  and 
timber  arc  dilapidated? — Many  such  exist  in  the  old  parts  of  the  town.  In  the  Island 
and  in  Pipeweilgate  and  Hillgate  they  are  in  a very  dilapidated  condition. 

7976.  Internally  also  very  dirty,  and  in  want  of  purifying  and  whitewashing,  &c.,  to 
render  them  even  tolerable  ? — Yes  ; those  things  are  in  fact  never  attended  to. 

7977.  Single  rooms  being  occupied  by  entire  families? — Yes,  by  six  or  eight  persons, 
where  there  would  be  only  sutficient  accommodation  for  two. 

7978.  At  those  times  you  used  often  to  find  lodgers  and  visitors  also  in  these  single 
room  tenements  ? — Yes. 
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7979.  You  are  not,  probably,  much  acquainted  with  those  places  now  ? — I have  not 
been  in  any  of  those  lodging-houses  for  a long  time. 

7980.  On  the  whole,  did  you  then  nolice  a considerable  proportion  of  those  tenements, 
which  you  would  say  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — A very  great  proportion. 

7981.  Do  you  doubt  that  a considerable  proportion  of  them,  at  all  events,  still  remain 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  ever  will  remain  so  as  long  as  the  present  houses 
stand  ? — Neither  Pipewellgate,  Hillgate,  nor  the  Island  will  be  fit  for  habitation. 

7982.  Do  you  agree  in  the  o])inion  which  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Brady,  that  the 
general  state  of  house  accommodation  provided  for  the  poorer  classes  here  is  of  so  very 
inferior  a description,  that  it  would  have  been  highly  desirable  for  the  authorities  to  take 
advantage  of  any  powers,  which  any  public  statute  might  have  given  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  model  lodging-houses  for  those  poorer  classes  ? — Certainly. 

7983.  In  this  report  of  your  own  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  you  allude  to  nuisances  in  the  way 
of  slaughter-houses  and  offensive  trades,  tripe-shops,  and  those  sort  of  things  ; are  they 
in  your  judgment  much  abated  ? — I think  there  has  been  a considerable  abatement. 
There  are  certain  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Health  which  have  been  put  in  force. 

7984.  You  have  seen  the  benefit  of  the  operation  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  in 
respect  of  slaughter-houses  ? — Yes. 

7985.  The  smoke  nuisance,  I am  afraid,  has  not  been  touched  ? — Not  at  all  ; it  is 
rather  worse. 

7986.  With  regard  to  the  burial  grounds,  have  you  any  notion  of  what  the  state  of 
them  was  in  August  1853  ? — Tlie  burial  ground  of  Gateshead  Churcli  was  very 
much  overcrowded  previously  to  its  being  closed. 

7987.  That  is  immediately  above  Hillgate? — Immediately  above  Hillgate. 

7988.  On  one  side  of  the  Ishind  ? — Yes. 

7989.  And  pretty  well  surrounded  by  habitations  ? — Yes.  quite. 

7990.  That  would  not  of  course  have  any  favourable  effect  upon  the  public  health  ? — 
No  doubt  of  it. 

7991.  Wliat  opinion  would  you  offer  to  us  respecting  the  water,  which  was  supplied  to 
the  people  here  during  last  summer  generally  ? — Not  being  in  the  habit  of  drinking  that 
water  myself,  the  condition  of  it  was  not  brought  before  my  notice  paiticularly. 

7992.  You  habitually  use  water  fixnn  some  well  or  spring? — Yes. 

7993.  Did  you  notice  any  variation  in  the  quality  of  your  well  water  at  that  time? — 
No,  it  was  very  pure  and  good. 

7994.  The  Whittle  Dean  water  was  never  brought  under  your  notice  in  any  particular 
way  ? — Occasionally  when  the  supply  from  this  spring  has  run  short,  I have  had  to 
complain  of  the  quality  of  the  Wliittle  Dean  water,  when  I liave  had  to  use  it. 

7995.  What  did  you  notice  about  it  ? — It  was  not  so  pleasant  to  drink  ; it  was  not  so 
clear. 

7996.  It  did  not  look  nice  ? — No. 

7997.  Did  you  ever  notice  any  ofiensive  smell? — No. 

7998.  Or  any  distinctly  ofiensive  taste  ? — No  ; it  was  not  so  pleasant  to  drink. 

7999.  If  you  had  drunk  it  with  your  eyes  shut,  you  never  would  have  noticed  any 
offensive  taste  ? — No  ; but  I should  have  found  out  that  it  was  not  so  pleasant  as  the 
water  I had  been  previously  accustomed  to  drink. 

8000.  You  heard  the  question  which  I addressed  to  Mr.  Brady  in  respect  of  gas? — 
Yes ; and  I would  make  the  same  reply  that  Mr.  Brady  did. 

8001.  You  would  also  agree  probably  that  the  population  of  Gateshead  includes  a 
considerable  proportion  of  persons  of  a very  low  class,  whose  personal  habits  and  tendency 
t spirit  drinking,  &c.,  are  in  themselves  an  unfavourable  sanitary  feature? — Yes. 

8002.  The  quality  of  the  population  would  have  to  be  considered  in  any  judgment  to 
be  formed  as  to  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  ? — Yes  ; it  would  make  the  mortality 
considerably  higher  than  in  other  towns. 

8003.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  town  in  itself  is  bad? — Yes. 

8004.  And  the  results  of  that  bad  sanitary  state  are  furthei'  aggravated  by  the 
personal  uncleanliness  and  bad  habits  of  a considerable  propoi'tion  of  the  lo\fer  classes  ? 
—Yes. 

8005.  I think  you  said  that  you  had  seen  improvements  in  the  main  thoroughfares  ? — • 
Yes ; some  of  our  thoroughfares  which  are  in  good  condition  now  wej-e,  when  I published 
that  report,  in  an  impassable  condition.  Horses  and  carts  would  frequently  stick  fast. 

8006.  But  still  the  bad  condition  of  a main  thoroughfare,  where  you  are  not  very 
much  exposed  to  have  excrementitious  matter  thrown  into  the  ruts  and  holes  of  the  road, 
would  not,  of  course,  have  any  very  material  effect  upon  the  public  health  ? — No,  I do 
not  think  that  it  would. 

8007.  So  that  there  might  be  a very  consideraffie  im2:)rovement  in  the  macadamising 
or  paving  of  the  main  thoroughfaies  of  the  town,  without  very  materially  im{)roving  its 
sanitary  state  ? — Decidedly. 

8008.  We  shall  also,  no  doubt,  have  evidence  to  the  effect  that  a considerable  number 
of  main  sewers  have  been  made,  but  that  very  few  house  drains  have  been  carried  into 
them  ; and,  of  course,  sewers  without  house  drains  into  them  would  likewise  have  but  a 
very  slight  effect  in  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  Setting  aside  then 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  GATESHEAD. 


489 


these  two  points,  of  which  we  are  aware,  do  you  think  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
town  has  been  materially  improved  since  the  date  of  your  report  in  1849  ? — ^No,  I would 
not  say  materially,  hut  slightly  improved. 

8009.  No  such  changes  have  taken  place  to  your  knowledge,  as  would  warrant  you  in 
expecting  any  material  diminution  in  the  mortality  rates  ? — No. 

8010.  Improvements  however  have  taken  place? — They  have  taken  place,  hut  not  in 
tlie  very  worst  parts,  where  they  were  most  required. 

8011.  And  in  several  instances  you  have  traced  ihe  beneficial  re.sults  of  the  operations 
of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  in  respect  of  lodging-houses  and  slaughter  houses,  and  two 
or  three  other  points? — Yes. 

8012.  Do  you  doubt  that  more  energetic  operations  upon  the  part  of  that  Board  would 
lead  to  very  beneficial  sanitary  efffOts,  aiid  to  an  ultimate  diminution  of  tlie  mortality 
rates  ? — To  a slight  ultimate  diminution.  I do  not  think  that  it  would  be  to  any  very 
great  extent  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances.  There  are  so  many  causes  in 
operation,  many  of  which  you  cannot  remove,  and  especially  the  most  potential  of  them, 
viz.  : the  want  of  inteimal  ventilation  in  the  dwellings  of  our  working  classes,  which  you 
cannot  prevent. 

8013.  If  you  built  model  lodging-houses  you  could? — I do  not  think  you  could  : you 
would  still  have  overcrowding,  and  I do  not  think  you  can  interfere  with  their  rooms. 

8014.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  I suppose  if  dirty  people  are  left  alone  to  follow  their  accustomed 
habits,  they  will  not  improve  much? — They  will  not. 

8015.  But  if  clean  houses  are  built  for  them  ?— I am  afraid  that  many  of  those  parties 
wiU  take  their  dirty  habits  away  with  them. 

8016.  They  will  not  be  so  bad  as  before  ? — No. 

8017.  (Ghairman)  You  do  not  expect  to  wash  the  blackamoor  white  in  one  genera- 
tion ? — No. 

8018.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  offer  us  any  evidence  ? — 
Nothing  occurs  to  me  at  present. 

8019.  You  have  not  materially  altered  your  original  view,  as  to  the  dependence  of  tlie 
ravages  of  cholera  upon  certain  predisposing  local  causes,  which  may  be  removed  by 
proper  sanitary  measures  ? — I think  the  mortality  might  have  been  considerably  dimi- 
nished if  we  had  been  in  a difterent  sanitary  condition  to  what  we  were  in. 

8020.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  agree  with  nearly  everybody  else,  that  very  much  depends 
upon  the  good  state  of  the  town  ? — Upon  the  good  state  of  the  town,  and  upon  personal 
habits.  Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of  the  late  great  mortality  was  the 
neglect  of  parties  to  apply  sufficiently  promptly  when  they  Avere  merely  labouring 
under  premonitory  sjunptoras  ; indeed  many  ne\*er  sent  for  medical  advice  till  they  Avere 
actually  moribund. 

8021.  ( Chairman)  You  had,  I suppose,  the  house-to-house  visitation  sy.stem  here  ? — I 
believe  we  had ; but  I had  nothing  to  do  with  the  carrying  of  it  out. 

8022.  You  have  no  doubt,  I suppose,  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  that  system  ordinarily  ? 
— I have  no  doubt  that,  if  it  AAmre  properly  carried  out,  it  Avould  be  beneficial. 

8023.  Was  it  properly  carried  out  here? — I cannot  say  ; during  the  preA’alence  of  the 
epidemic  I had  not  sufficient  time  to  attend  to  my  own  duties. 

8024.  You  do  not  mean  to  offer  an  opinion  either  Avay? — No.  I have  no  doubt  that 
house-to-house  visitation  would  be  beneficial,  if  properly  carried  out. 

8025.  Prompt  treatment  is  sometimes  nine-tenths  of  the  battle  in  cholera  ? — Yes. 

8026.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Still  preventive  measm’es  are  better  than  curative  measures  ? — 
Decidedly. 
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8027.  {Chairman)  You  are  surgeon  to  the  Gateshead  Union,  I believe? — To  the  north 
district  of  it,  and  to  the  Union  Avorkhouse. 

8028.  Have  you  been  long  resident  here  ? — About  a year  and  a half. 

8029.  Have  you  any  notion  of  the  analysis  of  the  mortality  during  the  late  outbreak 
in  respect  of  ranks,  as,  for  instance,  how  many  died  in  what  you  would  call  the  class  of 
gentry  ? — I have  not ; my  practice  at  that  time  Avas  principally  among  the  lower  class. 

8030.  Two-thirds  of  the  mortality  no  doubt  will  have  been  among  that  lower  class,  in 
the  class  of  people  Avho  Avould  take  relief  in  sickness  from  the  parish  ? — Yes. 

8031.  Did  you  knoAV  any  cases  of  people  in  the  class  of  gentry  dying  from  it? — No. 

8032.  But  some  very  re.spectable  people? — Yes  ; but  none  under  my  own  care. 

8033.  But  you  do  not  know  of  any  case  of  a person  in  Avhat  you  Avould  call  the  rank  of 
a gentleman,  or  a gentleAvoman  ? — No. 

8034.  Do  you  tliink  that  here  a considerable  number  of  the  gentlefollcs  left  the  place,  as 
they  did  in  Newcastle  ? — I think  many  did. 

8035.  Your  practice  for  the  last  year  and  a half  Avill  haAm  taken  you  into  eA^ery  court 
probably,  and  into  many  of  the  houses  of  all  the  poorer  districts  in  this  town  ? — I should 
say  into  the  whole  of  them. 

8036.  So  that  you  have  a year  and  a half’s  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  poorer  and 
worst  districts  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 
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li,  H.  Wilson, Esq,  80.S7-  You  Avould  coiilinn  tlie  evidence  which  lias  been  given  ns  as  to  the  existence  ot 
”7"  iS'iT  a great  number  ot  narrow  blind  courts,  Avith  houses  built  back  to  back  or  into  banks,  with 
tii.  atci  . kitchens  ill-ventilatetl,  in  want  of  draining',  paAung,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing? 

' — Yes. 

8038.  With  reference  to  the  localities  specially  indicated  upon  this  map,  which  has  been 
admirably  prepared  by  Mr.  Borough  Surveyor  Hall,  can  you  tell  us  anything  of  the 
particular  spots  in  Avliichthe  mortality  seems  to  have  been  greatest. 

[Mr.  Hall.)  I may  state  that  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilson  and  to  Mr.  Clephan  for  the 
numbers  of  deaths,  and  the  localities  where  these  took  place  ; it  is  to  them  indeed  that  you 
are  indebted,  more  than  to  me.  I made  the  map  ; but  it  is  from  them  that  I collected  the 
information  Avliich  gives  to  that  map  its  peculiar  value. 

8039.  (Ohairman.)  We  are  very  much  indebted  to  both  those  gentlemen  as  well  as  to 
yourself.  (To  Mr.  Wilson)  You  know  Victoria  Street  ?• — -Yes. 

8040.  I see  that  there  Avere  no  less  than  fifteen  deaths  in  that  small  street  ; can  you  give 
U8  a notion  how  many  houses  there  may  be  there  ? — 1 think  about  forty  houses  perhaps. 

{Mr.  Clephan.)  About  thirty-three  or  thu'ty-four,  I tlunk. 

8041.  {To  Mr.  W^ilson.)  Are  those  houses  mainly  tenemented  houses  ? — Almost  entirely 
tenemented  houses. 

8042.  Hoav  many  rooms  Avould  there  be  to  a house  ? — They  are  mainly  two-storied 
houses,  Avith  six  or  seven  rooms  in  each. 

8043.  Have  they  cellar  kitchens  there  generally? — Yes. 

8044.  Including  those  cellar  kitchens  there  would  be  from  six  to  seven  rooms  in  a 
house? — Yes. 

8045.  Are  most  of  those  rooms  occupied  singly  by  whole  families  ? — In  some  cases  two 
and  in  other  cases  one  room  is  so  occupied. 

8046.  What  proportion  of  the  number  of  tenements,  do  you  think,  consists  of  two  rooms 
each  ? — I cannot  say,  but  I think  about  one-third  Avould  have  two  rooms. 

8047.  Supposing  we  computed  that  in  those  six  or  seven  rooms  there  would  be  two 
families  each  occupying  two  rooms,  and  two  or  three  occupying  one  room  each  ; that 
would  be  a liberal  computation  ? — Yes. 

8048.  And  that  would  give  about  four  or  five  families  to  a house  ? — Yes. 

8049.  Which  would  make  on  that  computation  something  like  150  families  in  the  street? 
—Yes. 

8050.  So  that  the  population  would  run  on  to  about  700. 

{Mr.  Clephan.)  No  ; the  population  is,  I think,  about  500. 

8051.  {To  Mr.  Wilson.)  In  that  street,  whatever  may  be  its  exact  population,  there 
were  fifteen  deaths  ? — Yes. 

8052.  What  information  can  you  give  us  as  to  the  state  of  the  houses  in  that  street, 
firstly,  in  respect  of  the  west  side  which  looks  away  toAvards  William  Street ; are  they 
open  and  airy  behind  ? — Beliind  the  houses  there  is  a very  large  cow-byre. 

8053.  On  a triangular  shaped  piece  of  ground  ? — Yes. 

8054.  Have  you  any  notion  how  many  cows  are  kept  there  ? — I do  not  know;  but  I 
believe  there  was  a large  collection  of  filth  there  about  the  time  of  the  cholera. 

8055.  I see  there  is  a small  lane  apparently  running  between  Victoria  Street  and  the 
wall  of  the  coAv-byi’e  ? — Yes. 

8056.  Do  you  know  the  breadth  of  that  ? — Eight  or  ten  feet. 

8057.  What  is  the  height  of  the  wall  of  the  cow-byre  ^ — I cannot  say. 

8058.  Are  the  walls  high  enough  to  impede  the  ventilation  to  the  back  ? — They  would 
not  interfere  very  materially  Avith  the  ventilation  ; they  are  beyond  the  yards  of  the 
houses. 

8059.  I do  not  exactly  see  from  this  plan  that  the  houses  have  any  yards.  Have  they 
any  at  the  back? — They  have  small  yards. 

8060.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  And  each  of  them,  I think,  a necessary,  and  a dustbin  ? — Yes. 

8061.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  sewerage  there  ? — There  is  drainage,  but  it  is 
imperfect. 

8062.  Is  there  any  arrangement  for  the  removal  of  foecal  matters  in  suspension  by 
water  ? — No. 

8063.  There  is  a surface  cfrainage  ? — Yes,  and  there  ai'e  some  other  drains,  but  they  are 
imperfect ; they  do  not  seem  to  act  very  well. 

8064.  Do  you  know  what  Victoria  Street  is  built  upon  ? — I believe  principally  upon 
loose  rubbish  which  has  been  filled  into  an  old  quarry. 

8065.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  What  kind  of  rubbish  ?— It  is  general  i-ubbish  from  the  town. 

8066.  Street-sweepings,  and  all  kinds  of  filth  ? — Yes. 

8067.  Where  the  foecal  produce  of  the  toAvn  is  not  carried  away  in  water,  of  course  the 
toAvn  refuse  contains  aU  kinds  of  filth  ? — Yes. 

8068.  Have  you  ever  noticed  any  flooding  of  the  surface  there  ? — The  back  lane  is 
imperfectly  paved,  and  generally  speaking  much  water  is  retained,  and  also  in  the  street  in 
fr’ont.  The  entrance  to  the  cellars  is  fi'om  the  yard  ; and  frequently  at  the  bottom  of  the 
steps  going  down  to  them  there  is  a collection  of  water. 
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8069.  (Chairman.)  Is  that  just  at  tlie  door  of  the  house  ? — At  the  door  of  tlie  house;  R.  H.  Wilson,  Esq. 

and  there  is  a grating  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps  too  to  drain  tliat  off,  but  from  some  

imperfection  of  the  drain,  it  frequently  does  not  act.  8th  March  1854, 

8070.  (Mr.  Clephan.)  Did  the  first  deatli  in  Gateshead  occur  there  ? — Yes,  immediately  

opposite  the  cow-house. 

8071.  (Chodrman.)  Do  you  know  when  Victoria  Street  was  built  ^ — No. 

(Mr.  Clephan)  Since  1849. 

8072.  Can  you  recollect  what  state  the  privies  and  middens  there  were  in  about  the 
time  of  the  cholera  ? — They  are  generally  foul,  but  not  in  an  absolutely  filthy  state. 

8073.  Are  the  walls  there  generally  solid  ? — I think  so. 

8074.  The  houses  themselves  are  pretty  good  ?—  The  cellars  are  damp. 

8075.  Did  you  ever  notice  the  first  or  ground  floor  of  a house  damp  ? — No. 

8076.  And  the  houses  altogether  are  pretty  solid  and  weather-tight?- — -I  do  not  think 
they  are  very  substantially  built ; but  I cannot  say  much  about  that. 

8077.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  As  oompared  with  those  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  they 
would  be  good  houses  ? — Yes. 

8078.  (Chairman.)  No  part  of  Victoria  Street  is  built  against  a bank,  is  it  ? — No. 

8079.  It  stands  clear,  with  the  exception  of  the  cellar  kitchens  which  are  below  the 
surface  ? — Yes. 

8080.  With  reference  to  the  other  side  of  Victoria  Street  towards  Grosvenor  Street, 
you  seem  to  have  a narrow  lane  running  between  probably  two  rows  of  privies  and 
middens,  and  entirely  surrounded  by  houses  ? — Just  so. 

8081.  On  that  side  of  the  way  the  buildings  constitute  a kind  of  oblong  well,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  will  stagnate  all  the  effluvia  rising  from  that  double  row  of  middens  and 
privies,  belonging  to  the  one  side  of  Victoria  Street,  and  the  other  side  of  Grosvenor  Street  ? 

—Yes. 

8082.  I suppose  your  remarks  as  to  drainage  apply  to  both  sides  of  Victoria  Street  ? — 

To  both  sides  alike. 

8083.  Then  the  condition  of  Victoria  Street  is  this,  that  on  one  side  of  it,  and  separated 
only  by  a very  narrow  lane,  is  a very  large  cow-byre,  frequently  in  a filthy  state  ; and 
on  the  other  side  is  a double  row  of  privies  and  middens,  so  surrounded  by  buildings 
as  to  have  but  little  chance  of  ventilation ; that  there  is  no  sewerage  on  either  side  ; 
that  the  surface  drainage  is  defective,  and  that  pretty  nearly  every  room  is  a sleeping 
and  living  place  for  an  entire  family  ? — Yes. 

8084.  Given  those  local  conditions  you  are  not  surprised,  I presume,  to  find  that  there 
was  a considerable  mortality  there  ? — By  no  means. 

8085.  What  is  the  class  of  people  residing  there  ? —The  cellars  are,  a great  many  of 
them,  occupied  by  poor  Irish  ; the  upper  rooms  by  mechanics. 

8086.  Did  you  ever  notice  anything  which  you  would  call  marked  uncleanliness  of 
habit  in  the  upper  rooms  ? — Not  in  the  upper  rooms,  and  the  back  yards  are  kept  pretty 
cleanly. 

8087.  You  might  say  of  the  gi’eaterpart  of  the  population  there  that  they  were  decent, 
and  decently  cleanly  people  ? — Yes. 

8088.  That  much  of  the  mortality  could  not  be  ascribed  to  any  personal  habits  of 
uncleanliness  1 — The  principal  part  of  the  deaths  which  I had  in  that  street  were  in  the 
cellar  kitchens. 

8089.  Can  you  recollect,  out  of  the  fifteen  deaths,  how  many  were  in  the  kitchens  and 
cellars  ? — I can  recollect  six  or  seven  just  now. 

8090.  May  there  have  been  others  ? — Yes,  there  were  more  than  that. 

8091.  When  you  say  six  or  seven  out  of  the  fifteen,  you  are  understating  the  mortality 
in  the  kitchens  ? — Quite  so. 

8092.  And  these  are  damp  ; are  they  flagged  ? — Yes. 

8093.  Are  there  any  bare  earthen  floors  ? — No. 

8094.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  The  first  death  occurred,  I think,  on  a first  floor? — On  the  first 
floor. 

8095.  (Chairman.)  Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  case  ? — No  ; it  was  a case  of 
Dr,  Jollie’s. 

8096.  Then  in  the  next  street,  Grosvenor  Street,  ])arallel  to  and  adjoining  Victoria 
Street,  there  seem  to  have  been  ten  deaths,  while  the  street  itself  seems  to  be  situated  in 
much  the  same  way,  between  two  oblong  wells  of  stagnant  effluvia,  each  containing 
aU  the  exhalations  from  a double  row  of  privies  and  middens ; but  how  as  regards 
the  sewerage  and  drainage  in  Grosvenor  Street;  is  it  better  than  in  Victoria  Street  ? 

— Much  in  the  same  state.  Many  of  tlie  houses  in  Grosvenor  Street,  however,  are  occupied 
by  single  families. 

8097.  Then  am  I right  in  supposing,  from  this  plan,  that  the  advantages  which 
Grosvenor  Street  has  over  Victoria  Street  are  that  it  is  a little  wider  and  more  open,  better 
ventilated,  and  that  it  is  less  crowded  internally? — Yes  ; those  are  the  only  advantages. 

8098.  In  other  respects  the  description  of  the  one  is  mainly  the  description  of  the 
other? — Yes. 

8099.  (Mr.  Batema/n.)  Is  the  ground  upon  which  it  stands  the  same  ? 

(Mr.  Foremom.)  No. 

8100.  (Gha/i/rmcm.)  Is  it  built  on  town  refuse  ? 
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{M-r.  Foreman)  No 

8101.  {To  Mr.  WilsoV:)  Then  we  come  to  William  Street,  where  I see  there  were  five 
deaths,  and  which  lies  between  the  cow-byre,  of  which  we  have  already  spoken,  and  a 
similar  oblong  well  of  buildings,  containing  a double  row  of  privies  belonging  to  William 
Street  and  Pollock  Street  respectively? — Yes. 

8102.  Is  William  Street  built  upon  rubbish  ? 

{Mr.  Foreman.)  No. 

8103.  {To  3Tr.  Wilson.)  Is  William  Street  occupied  chiefly  in  tenements  ? — Chiefly. 

8104.  Then  the  difference  between  William  Street  and  Victoria  Street  would  mainly 
consist  in  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the  houses  stand  ? — William  Street  is  better 
paved. 

8105.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  scavenage  of  these  places? — No.  On  one  side  of 
William  Street  only  there  are  cellars  ; on  the  north  side,  not  on  the  south  side.  I 
recollect  that  one  or  two  of  the  five  deaths  occurred  in  tho.se  cellars.  That  also  faces  tlie 
cow-byre. 

8100.  Neirly  Iialf  the  entire  mortality  was  in  the  cellars  on  the  one  .side  of  the  street 
C'uly?— I think  two  out  of  five. 

8107.  Taking  tliese  three  contiguous  streets,  Gro.svenor  Street,  Victoria  Street,  and 
William  Street,  does  the  mortality,  in  your  judgment,  seem  to  have  been  pretty  fairly 
a])portioned  to  the  sanitary  defects  of  each  ? — I think  so. 

8108.  Victoria  Street  is  the  narrowest,  is  built  on  the  worst  foundation,  is  wholly 
occupied  in  tenements,  has  cellar  kitchens  on  both  sides,  and  had  the  greatest  mortality? 
— V es. 

8109.  And  each  of  the  other  cases  has  some  points  of  pi’eference  in  a sanitary  point  of 
view  over  Victoria  Street,  and  had  a less  mortality? — Ves. 

8110.  (d/r.  Bateman.)  Take  the  case  of  Mulgrave  Terrace  close  adjoining  it,  and 
forming  the  third  side  of  the  triangle  between  Mulgrave  Terrace,  Victoria  Street,  and 
William  Street ; there  appear  to  have  been  two  deaths  in  that  part  of  Mulgrave 
Terrace  ? — -Yes. 

8111.  What  are  the  circumstances  of  those  houses  ? — The  backs  of  the  houses  also  face 
the  cow-byre,  but  the  class  of  houses  is  much  better. 

8112.  Are  they  inhabited  by  single  flimilies  ? — By  one  family  each. 

8113.  {Ghairma n.)  Is  Mulgrave  Terrace  also  quite  open  to  the  north  west  ? — Quite  open. 

8114.  Oji  a steep  slope  looking  down  to  the  river  ? — Yes. 

8115.  Pre.senting,  therefore,  altogether  marked  sanitary  advantages  over  the  other 
places  ? — Yes. 

8116.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Upon  what  ground  does  Mulgrave  Terrace  stand? 

{Mr.  Foreman)  Solid  ground. 

8117.  {Chairnum  to  Mr.  Wilson.)  Then  we  may  take  Melbourne  Street,  in  which  there 
were  .six  deaths.  Wdiat  is  the  character  of  the  houses  in  Melbourne  Street  ? — They  are  a 
little  Ijetter,  perhaj)s,  than  those  in  Grosvenor  Street. 

8118.  Which,  in  their  turn,  Avere  better  than  those  in  Victoria  Street? — Yes;  the 
houses  are  of  a .similar  class,  and  more  of  them  are  occupied  by  single  families. 

8119.  Are  the  houses  in  Mulgrave  Terrace  generally  occupied  as  self-contained  houses  ? 
— Yes,  I belieA’e  the  whole  of  them  are. 

8120.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Melbourne  Street  is  the  street  you  live  in  ?— Yes. 

8121.  I see  there  Avas  a death  very  near  your  OAvn  door? — Next  door. 

8122.  {Mr.  Clephan.)  Was  it  near  a slaughter-house  ? — It  Avas  very  near  a .slaughter- 
liouse.  The  back  of  the  house  in  Avhich  the  case  occmred  would  be  opposite  to  it. 

8123.  {CltaArman.)  Taking  the  Avhole  of  the  larger  triangle  between  Melbourne 
Street,  Mulgrave  Terrace,  and  the  thoroughflrre  Avhich  in  one  partis  called  W'^ilham  Street 
and  in  another  Ellison  Street  West,  the  mortality,  as  indicated  on  this  map,  taken  in 
connexion  Avith  the  local  circumstances  and  conditions  explained  by  you,  seems  to  show 
that  the  mortality  has  been  pretty  accurately  apportioned  to  sanitary  defects  ? — I think 
so.  I imijr  also  state  that  one  death  in  Melbourne  Street,  opposite  to  my  own  house, 
occurred  upstairs,  in  a room  immediately  above  a .slaughter-house,  Avhich  Avas  not  in  a 
A ery  good  state  I think  at  the  time.  The  under  room  Avas  a slaughter-house. 

8124.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  How  do  they  there  get  rid  of  the  refu.se  which  accumulates  in 
the  slaughter-house  ? — I think  much  had  accumulated  in  the  room  itself. 

8125.  {Ghainnan.)  Under  the  room  where  the  death  took  place? — Ye.s. 

8126.  Let  us  take  the  next  place? — That  is  BrunsAvick  Terrace,  Avhich  is  immediately 
behind  Melbourne  Street,  to  the  east  of  it. 

81  27.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Thei'e  were  four  deaths  there  ? — Yes. 

8128.  {Ghainnan.)  What  is  the  condition  of  Brunswick  Terrace  ? — At  the  lower  end 
of  the  terrace  the  houses  harm  cellars. 

8129.  T)o  you  mean  north  or  south  ? — At  the  north  end. 

8130.  The  houses  there,  I see,  exist  only  on  one  side  of  the  .street,  for  a great  jAart  of 
the  wa}"  ? — For  a gi-eat  distance. 

8131.  Brunswick  Terrace,  then,  has  the  advantage  of  being  almost  entirely  open 
to  Avar  ds  the  east  ? — Yes. 

8132.  And  on  the  other,  or  west  side,  there  seems  also  a considerable  gap  in  the 
buildings,  so  that  there  is  through  ventilation  from  Melbourne  Street  to  Brunswick 
Terrace  ? — Yes. 
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8133.  What  is  the  class  of  houses  there? — They  are  two-storied,  with  cellars,  and 
tenemented  also  at  the  north  end  • and  the  down-stairs  room  forms  the  yard  in  which 
are  the  middenstead  and  privy. 

8134.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  The  ground  floor? — The  ground  floor;  it  is  completely 
enclosed. 

8135.  (Chairman.)  So  that  the  yard  is  under  the  sleeping  rooms  above  ? — Just  so. 

8136.  The  second  storey  is  not  a projection  over  the  yard  ? — No. 

8137.  But  the  wall  of  the  house  rises  continuously,  so  as  to  include  the  yard? — 
Just  so. 

8138.  Then,  surely,  one  might  have  expected  a greater  mortality  than  four  in  that 
street  ? — There  was  a large  amount  of  sickness  in  the  place. 

8139.  (J/r.  Batemani)  But  not  many  deaths? — Not  many  deaths.  In  one  of  those 
back  rooms  the  yard  forms  a slaughter-house  at  the  lower  end  ; and  it  was  immediately 
opposite  to  tiiat  that  one  death  from  cholera  took  place  in  Melbourne  Street. 

8140.  (Chairman.)  Then,  on  the  whole,  Brunswick  Terrace  seems  to  have  got  off 
pretty  well? — I think  so. 

8141.  It  was  not  so  severely  visited  as  one  might  have  expected  from  your  description 
of  it  ? — That  condition  does  not  extend  the  whole  length  of  the  terrace,  it  is  only  at  the 
north  end. 

8142.  Leaving  this  district  then,  and  going  eastward  to  Leonard’s  Court,  in  which 
there  appear  to  have  been  fifteen  deaths,  let  me  ask,  in  the  first  place,  is  Leonard’s  Court 
a Gill  de,  sac  ? — Yes. 

8143.  With  small  courts  opening  oft'  right  and  left  from  it  ? — Just  so. 

8144. -  Which  again  are  cid  de  sacs  within  a cal  de  sac  ? — Yes. 

8145.  Is  the  entrance  out  of  Leonard’s  Court  into  High  Street  covered  over  ? — No. 

8146.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  But  narrow? — It  is  narrow. 

8147.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  width  of  tlie  entrance  out? — I think  about  ten  or 
twelve  feet. 

8148.  There  is  some  drainage  tliere  at  the  east  end,  is  there  not? — Yes. 

8149.  Does  that  run  doAvn  the  court  into  High  Street,  or  how? — No;  I think  it  is  in 
connexion  with  an  old  coal  working. 

8150.  There  is  no  sewerage  there  ; that  is  to  say,  there  is  no  system  for  the  removal  of 
foecal  matter? — None  whatever. 

8151.  Is  there  adequate  surface  drainage  even  ? — There  is  very  little  drainage. 

8152.  It  is  not  paved  I think? — No. 

8153.  And  scarcely  scavenged  ? — Not  at  all. 

8154.  You  remember  going  with  us  to  visit  that  place? — I do. 

8155.  Was  it  upon  that  occasion  in  a worse  state  than  ordinarily? — You  did  not  see  it 
as  it  usually  is  ; it  happened  to  be  covered  with  snow. 

8156.  In  fact,  it  looked  rather  better  to  us  than  it  ordinarily  would  ? — Much  so, 

8157.  In  August  1853  it  was  at  least  as  bad  as  Avhen  Ave  saw  it? — Yes. 

8158.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Is  the  whole  surface  covered  with  excrement  ? — Yes;  many  of 
the  back  yards  are  completely  sodden  Avith  it ; in  fact  it  has  flowed  over  the  whole  surface 
occasionally. 

8159.  (Chairman.)  Have  these  houses  of  Leonard’s  Court  a thoroughfare  at  the  back 
of  them  ? — None  whatever. 

8160.  But  the  back  3-ards  are  immediately  contiguous  to  the  back  yards  of  Bolivar 
Place  on  the  one  side,  and  of  Nun’s  Lane  on  the  other  ? — I cannot  speak  distinctly 
about  that. 

8161.  What  is  the  accommodation  there  in  respect  of  privies  and  ashpits? — There  are 
the  remains  or  wrecks  of  one  or  two  privies,  almost  covered  Avith  excrement. 

8162.  I understand  you  to  say  that  there  are  one  or  two  dilapidated  places  in  a filthy 
condition  ? — And  there  are  ashpits  which  are  generally  pretty  full  of  ashes  and  vegetable 
matter. 

8163.  The  Avhole  exterior  of  the  place  is  in  a deplorable  condition  ? — Very  bad. 

8164.  The  soil  from  Avant  of  draining,  paving,  and  the  back  yards,  as  you  call  them, 
from  filth,  all  dirty,  and  Avor.se  than  dirty,  stinking? — Ye.s. 

8165.  As  regards  the  houses  themselves,  are  they  pretty  solid? — I think  they  are. 

8166.  There  can  be  but  little  ventilation  in  them,  hoAvever,  according  to  this  plan,  and 
according  to  my  recollection  of  them  ? — Very  poor  indeed. 

8167.  Though  they  have  back  yards  they  are  very  small,  and  the  ventilation  is  very 
bad  ? — Yes. 

8168.  Have  they  cellars  there  ? — No. 

8169.  And  they  are  not  nnich  below  the  level  of  the  soil  ? — No. 

8170.  (Mr.  Baieman.)  I think  those  houses  are,  as  seems  to  be  the  custom  in  this 
country,  a few  inches  beloAV  the  level  of  the  soil  ? — Yes,  they  are  below. 

81 71.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  e\’er  noticed  the  Avails  of  the  houses  damp  ? — No. 

8172.  How  are  the  rooms  inside? — The  Avails  are  dry,  but  very  filthy,  and  they  are 
principally  inhabited  by  poor  Irish.  They  are  crowded  also. 

8173.  You  see  “kits”  there? — Regularly. 

81 74.  And  boxes  for  the  ashes  in  the  rooms  also  ? — Yes. 
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8175.  Are  they  mostly  inhabited  in  single  rooms  by  whole  families  ? — I think  there  is 
more  than  one  family  generally  in  each  room,  and  occasionally  also  a donkey  living  with 
them. 

8176.  Did  you  ever  find  any  fixture  windows  thei’e  ?— The  windows  all  open. 

8177.  The  people  are  very  dirty? — Very. 

8178.  Their  own  personal  habits  make  the  state  of  things  wor-se  than  it  need  otherwise 
be  ? — Yes.  In  one  of  the  courts  out  of  Leonard’s  Court,  where  the  privy  is  in  a most 
filtliy  state,  and  where  there  is  very  frequently  a collection  of  putrid  matter,  there  is  a 
bakehouse  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  privy  ; and  the  smell  at  the  bakehouse  door 
is  very  offensive. 

8179.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  That  is  the  one  which  you  showed  us? — Yes. 

8180.  (Chairman.)  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  virulence  of  the  disease  there  viewed 
in  connection  with  the  circumstances  to  which  you  advert  ? — I decidedly  think  that  the 
bad  sanitary  condition  of  Leonard’s  Court  made  the  disease  very  much  worse. 

8181.  You  think  that  the  filth,  internal  and  external,  and  the  filthy  personal  habits  of 
the  population  contributed  very  considerably  to  the  virulence  of  the  late  epidemic  ? — Yes, 
and  to  disease  generally. 

8182.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Clephan.)  Have  you  any  notion  what  the  population  of 
Leonard’s  Court  is  ? — I cannot  tell  you  from  memory. 

8183.  Is  it  300  ? — I should  think  about  that. 

8184.  (To  Mr.  Wilson.)  Then  in  fact  the  mortality  of  Leonard’s  Court  will  have  been 
the  most  frightful  in  Gateshead  ? — I think  it  will  have  been  as  bad  there  as  in  any  place. 

8185.  On  the  other  side  of  High  Street  again  we  have  eight  deaths  in  three  little 
entries,  of  which  the  middle  one  is  called  Paxton’s  Yard  ; what  is  the  condition  of  those 
places  ? — They  are  very  confined. 

8186.  All  the  houses  there  seem  to  be  back  to  back  ? — Yes. 

8187.  With  very  narrow  lanes  between  their  fronts  ?~Yes. 

8188.  And  I suppose  from  the  plan  they  have  only  the  smallest  possible  outlets  through 
into  High  Street? — Just  so. 

8189.  But  on  the  western  side  they  seem  to  open  on  to  considerable  vacant  spaces  1 — 
Yes. 

8190.  Are  there  any  cellar  kitchens  there  ? — No. 

8191.  The  ventilation  of  course  must  be  indifferent  ? — Very  bad. 

8192.  What  sewerage  is  there  ? — There  is  a main  sewer  in  front  in  High  Street,  but  I 
cannot  say  that  any  of  the  houses  are  drained  into  it. 

8193.  Is  there  surface  drainage  ? — I tliink  tliat  there  is  a sink  in  each  of  those  yards  to 
drain  off  the  watei'. 

8194.  Are  those  sinks  in  pretty  decent  order  generally  ? — Middling  ; tolerably  good. 

8195.  The  drainage  is  only  in  a middling  condition?  — Quite  so  ; one  of  the  drains  was 
opened  a.  week  ago,  and  was  found  to  be  in  a most  filtliy  state. 

8196.  How  are  these  houses  provided  in  respect  of  privies  and  domestic  conveniences  ? 
— I think  very  badly. 

8197.  Are  the  yards  paved  ? — 

8198.  Scavenged  and  cleansed  ? — The  scavengers  do  not  go  into  those  courts  ; not  into 
private  courts. 

8199.  Therefore  anything  which  one  careless  dirty  fellow  may  throw  upon  the  soil 
remains  there  for  ever? — Yes. 

8200.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  population  ? — They  are  principally  poor  ; many  are 

Irish. 

8201.  Not  of  the  cleanliest  habits? — No. 

- • 8202.  I think  you  told  us  that  there  was  a tap  in  every  back-yard  of  Leonard’s  Court  ? 
— There  is. 

8203.  Is  there  water  also  in  those  three  courts  which  I will  call  by  the  name  of 
Paxton’s  Yard  ? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Garhutt.)  There  is  also  a well  of  excellent  water  in  Paxton’s  Yard  ; it  used  to 
supply  the  whole  of  that  jjortion  of  Gateshead  with  water  many  years  ago. 

8204.  [To  Mr.  Wilson.)  Is  there  much  leakage  from  the  taps  about  there  ? — There  is 
generally  a flow  of  water  from  the  tap  ; but  in  the  generality  of  cases  beneath  the  tap  is 
a sink  to  carry  it  off. 

8205.  Still  in  these  narrow  confined  yards,  where  wind  and  sun  cannot  get,  of  course 
even  casual  leakage  from  the  taps  becomes  a considerable  evil  ? — There  is  a general 
dampness. 

8206.  Then  the  next  very  ill-looking  place  which  I see  is  called  Lister’s  Buildings,  on 
the  east  of  High  Street  again.  That  seems  to  consist  of  two  very  narrow  courts  which 
to  the  eastward  run  together  into  a wider  and  more  open  space,  but  which  seems  to  be 
pretty  well  enclosed  all  round  by  buildings;  is  that  so  ? — Yes,  it  is  very  much  uoiihned 

8207.  The  entries  opening  into  High  Street  are  only  by  covered  v ays  ? — Two  covered 
ways. 

8208.  To  the  eastward  there  is  also  a narrow  thoroughfare  into  East  Street,  is  there 
not? — Yes. 

8209.  And  to  the  south  it  opens  off  into  what  you  may  call  a third  naiTOW  court  ? — 
Yes ; that  is  a separate  lane. 
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8210.  Then  there  is  a court  opening  into  the  separate  lane? — There  is  no  thoroughfare  Wilton, Esq, 

there.  That  is  not  an  open  space  {'poiritmg  to  the  map). 

8211.  Then  it  is  still  more  conhiied  than  I thought  it  was.  With  regard  to  the  two  March  1854. 
western  arms,  as  it  were,  of  that  court  the  houses  on  one  side  of  each  are  built  back  to  ' 

back  with  those  of  the  other  ? — Yes. 

8212.  And  also  on  the  other  sides  if  they  are  not  exactly  built  back  to  back,  therre  is  a 
chink  between  them,  and  the  houses  opposite  to  them  in  some  of  the  very  narrowest 
courts  ? — It  is  narrow. 

8213.  Therefore  the  ventilation  of  that  whole  place,  excepting  a little  part  at  the  east 
end,  would  be  exceedingly  bad  ? — Yes  ; those  houses  at  the  east  end,  however,  are  upon 
the  whole  a better  class  of  houses  than  the  others. 

8214.  There  were  fourteen  deaths  in  Lister’s  Buildings,  excluding  one  which  is  put 
down  on  the  East  Street  side  ; can  you  remember  of  those  fourteen  what  pro})ortion  there 
were  in  the  more  confined  western  arms  of  the  court  ? — I think  the  principal  of  them 
took  place  in  the  south  arm. 

8215.  In  the  south  arm  to  the  west  ? — Yes  ; which  is  very  much  confined  and  principally 
occupied  by  poor  Irish. 

8216.  The  mortality  in  the  better  part,  the  better  houses  to  the  east,  where  also  they 
have  a little  better  ventilation,  was  decidedly  less  than  in  these  western  arms,  was  it  ? — 

I think  so. 

8217.  So  that  the  sanitary  doctrine  which  was  illustrated  on  a large  scale  in  the 
Mulgrave  Street,  Melbourne  Street,  and  Ellison  Street  triangle,  is  illusti-ated  on  a smaller 
scale  even  in  that  little  court  ?— Just  so. 

8218.  How  is  the  sewerage  there? — I believe  there  is  no  sewerage  at  all  there. 

8219.  And  the  drainage  much  the  same  as  before? — Yes,  surface  drainage  only. 

8220.  A sink  in  each  yard  ? — Yes. 

8221.  More  or  less  obstructed? — The  drainage  is  not  very  good. 

8222.  But  not  strikingly  bad  ? — No. 

8223.  There  are  the  same  circumstances  of  dampness  of  soil  and  atmosphere  prevailing 
from  the  leakage  fi-om  the  water  taps? — Just  so. 

8224.  The  houses  are  much  overcrowded  ? — Yes. 

8225.  Would  the  same  be  true  of  the  western  arms  at  all  events  of  that  court,  as 
of  Leonard’s  Court,  that  frequently  more  than  one  family  is  found  in  a room  ? — Yes. 

8226.  Are  the  houses  internally  dirty  ? — Yes,  in  many  cases. 

8227.  And  the  habits  of  the  population  uncleanly  ? — Yes. 

8228.  Therefore  you  have  present  in  Lister’s  Buildings  almost  all  the  unfavourable 
circumstances  for  which  you  could  look  ? — Yes. 

8229.  And  you  are  not  surprised  at  the  high  mortality  occurring  there? — By  no 
means. 

8230.  There  was  a considerable  dotting  of  cholera  deaths  all  about  the  town? — Yes. 

8231.  In  the  course  of  your  experience  did  you  meet  with  any  very  startling  cases  of 
this  kind,  namely,  of  two  or  three  cholera  deaths  in  a house,  or  in  a block  of  houses  not 
presenting  obvious  sanitary  defects  ? — Not  one  case. 

8232.  You  found  no  single  remarkable  case  of  what  seemed  to  be  a departure  from  the 
ordinary  laws  of  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  ? — No. 

8233.  {Mr.  Batemmi.)  Do  you  feel  from  what  you  have  seen  of  the  cholera  in  this  last 
outbreak,  that  you  could  indicate  pretty  surely  the  places  where  it  would  be  most  virulent 
the  next  time  it  makes  its  appearance  here,  that  is,  if  things  remain  as  they  are  ? — I 
think  so. 

8234.  (Cha/irman.)  If  the  cholera  comes  back  in  1854  you  know  where  it  will  be  most 
viiailent  ? — I scarcely  think  there  will  be  sufficient  people  in  those  places  to  receive  cholera. 

I do  not  know  that  sufficient  time  will  pass  by  to  allow  the  people  to  be  sufficiently 
affected  by  the  circumstances  round  them,  to  be  liable  to  take  cholera  again. 

8235.  I see  here,  going  out  of  High  Street  to  the  westward  above  Bottlebank,  a small 
court  with  four  deaths,  so  small  indeed  that  there  is  not  room  to  put  the  dots  down  properly. 

Do  you  remember  the  name  of  that  court ; it  is  just  above  the  Island  ? — I think  it  is  the 
Sun  Yard. 

8236.  You  find  there  the  same  unfavourable  conditions,  excessive  confinement,  and 
want  of  ventilation  ? — Yes  ; those  two  exist  very  much. 

8237.  What  is  the  class  of  houses  ? — The  houses  are  old  hou.ses. 

8238.  Not  very  solid,  nor  very  wholesome  in  their  walls  ? — I think  they  are  pretty  solid. 

8239.  Is  there  any  sewerage  tliere  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  have  much  drainage. 

8240.  A little  surface  drainage  surely? — 1 cannot  say. 

8241.  Does  your  knowledge  of  the  district  lead  you  to  feel  any  surprise  at  the  fact  of 
four  deaths  having  occurred  in  that  small  space  ? — -Not  at  aU. 

8242.  It  is  curious  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  way,  on  the  east  side  of  High  Street, 
there  are  a great  many  very  ill-looking  courts  in  which,  apparently,  there  were  no  deaths? 

— I do  not  think  they  are  so  much  confined,  and  they  are  not  so  thickly  inhabited  either. 

8243  Are  the  houses  in  Sun  Yard  much  overcrowded  ? — The  rooms  ai’e,  very  much. 

8244.  Tlien  coming  down  to  what  we  may  call  the  slope  of  the  town,  at  the  eastern 
extremity,  we  see  in  Dunn’s  Buildings,  and  Price’s  Buildings,  in  the  space  intervenine' 
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8245.  Some  of  those  houses,  I presume,  from  the  look  of  them,  are  built  into  a bank  ? 

— They  are. 

8246.  {Mr.  Bateman)  The  bank  is  very  steep  there? — Very  steep. 

8247.  (Chairman.)  A great  many  more  of  them  are  built  back  to  back  with  one 
another  ? — Yes. 

8248.  It  really  seems  to  be  almost  all  solid  masonry  about  there  ?— There  is  an  open 
square  between  Price’s  Buildings  and  Dunn’s  Buildings,  a little  space  ; but  the  houses  are 
very  high,  and  it  is  in  a most  filthy  state. 

8249.  (Mr.  Bateman)  That  place  is  covered  with  filth  which  drains  down  to  the  houses 
below  ? — Yes  ; and  there  are  one  or  two  sinks  which  are  always  covered  with  excrementi- 
tious  matter.  I know  that  it  is  always  the  case. 

8250.  (Chairman)  Is  there  any  .sewerage  or  foecal  drainage  there? — No. 

8251.  A small  amount  of  surface  drainage,  however  ? — Yes. 

8252.  Is  there  overcrowding  ? — I do  not  think  the  overcrowding  is  very  b.ad  there. 

8253.  Does  each  family  occupy  a single  room  only,  or  two  rooms  ?■— In  the  majority  of 
cases  a single  room. 

8254.  But  not  many  cases  of  more  than  one  family  living  in  a single  room  ? — I think 
not. 

8255.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  houses  themselves  there? — They  ax*e  old  houses, 
very  badly  ventilated,  and  of  course  very  much  confined. 

8256.  Are  the  walls  solid  ? — Very  solid  walls. 

8257.  Damp  ? — The  lower  parts  are  very  damp. 

8258.  Are  there  any  cellars  there? — You  can  scarcely  call  them  cellai’s  ; they  are  half 
and  half. 

8259.  Built  into  the  bank  ? — Yes. 

8260.  So  that  on  the  one  side  the  earth  would  be  piled  up  against  them,  and  on  the 
other  side  they  would  be  open  ? — Yes. 

8261.  Then  here  again  is  a group  of  buildings  which  seem  to  have  every  unfavourable 
feature  almost  that  one  can  think  of? — Yes. 

8262.  What  is  the  class  of  inhabitants  ? — They  are  genei’ally  very  poor. 

8263.  Are  they  decently  cleanly  or  are  they  negligent  in  their  habits  ? — Very  negligent. 

8264.  Bad  in  personal  habits,  drunken,  and  irregular  ? — Many  of  them  are. 

8265.  And  in  fact  the  place  presents  every  unfavourable  feature  as  well  as  a very 
high  mortality  ? — Yes  ; in  one  of  the  houses  in  Dunn’s  Buildings,  during  the  prevalence 
of  cholera,  a drain  burst  immediately  behind  it  and  the  room  was  flooded. 

8266.  The  drainage  was  in  that  state  that  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  it  burst 
tip  the  floor  of  a house  ? — Yes,  behind  the  fireplace,  and  put  the  fire  out. 

8267.  Was  that  pure  water  ? — No  ; it  was  very  dirty  water. 

8268.  More  like  the  contents  of  a sewer? — Yes. 

8269.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Two  deaths  are  marked  down  just  a little  to  the  east  of  Price’s 
Buildings.  Is  it  the  case  that  these  houses  are  very  much  below  the  level  of  the  street, 
and  that  every  time  it  rains  the  water  gets  in  there  ? — Yes  ; 1 believe  there  was  very 
great  difficulty  in  getting  a coffin  out.  They  had  to  get  it  out  of  the  window,  the  place 
was  so  very  much  flooded. 

8270.  (Chairman)  Then  passing  westward,  I see  there  were  thirteen  deaths  in  Church 
Walk,  a street  or  lane,  having  houses  only  on  one,  namely  the  north  side  of  it,  and  being 
open  on  the  other  side  to  the  churchyard  ? — Yes. 

8271.  (Mr.  Bateman)  But  the  churchyard  is  above  the  level  of  the  street  considerably? — 
Yes.  Those  deaths  did  not  all  take  place  in  that  lane ; a few  of  them  took  place  in  the 
buildings  on  the  slope  below. 

8272.  (Ghairhnan.)  Excluding  Bertram’s  Buildings,  where  I see  there  were  eight 
deaths,  those  thirteen  deaths  are  attributable  to  all  the  houses  from  Church  Walk  doAvn 
to  the  open  space  or  series  of  courts  separating  Church  Walk  and  Hillgate  ? — Yes. 

8273.  What  was  the  privy  accommodation  there  ? — In  Dunn's  Buildings  and  Price's 
Buildings  they  have  none  whatever. 

8274.  Every  room  there  contains  its  kit  ? — Yes. 

8275.  And  ashpit  accommodation  ? — None,  excepting  that  some  of  the  narrow  alleys 
are  heaped  up  with  ashes  occasionally. 

8276.  (To  Mr.  Clephan.)  Have  you  any  notion  of  the  population  of  Dunn's  and  Prices 
Buildings  ? — No. 

8277.  Would  it  be  300  ? — I would  not  venture  to  say. 

(Mr.  Rankin)  There  are  120  people,  I think,  in  Price’s  Buildings. 

8278.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Wilson)  Then  this  is  on  the  whole,  perhap.s,  the  worst  spot 
that  we  have  heard  of,  having  had  seven  deaths  out  of  120  people  ? — I think  it  is. 

8279.  Returning  to  the  district  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  which  I will  include  under  the 
name  of  Church  Walk,  what  is  the  calibre  of  the  houses  there  ? — The  houses  are  generally 
pretty  large. 

8280.  Solid  ? — Solid  ; but  built  into  the  bank,  many  of  them. 
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8281.  More  or  less  damp  ? — Yes. 

8282.  Damp  in  the  floors  above  the  bottom  floor  ? — Yes. 

8283.  Even  the  walls  on  the  centre  floor  clamp  ?— Yes,  they  are  generally  damp. 

8284.  In  the  upper  floors  even  ? — I cannot  say  that. 

8285.  But  certainly,  in  more  than  one  floor,  the  walls  are  more  or  less  damp  ? — Yes. 

8286.  There  is  no  fcecal  drainage  ? — No. 

8287.  The  ordinary  amount  of  surface  drainage  ? — Yes. 

8288.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  they  receive  tlie  cDainage  of  the  churchyard  to  any  extent  ? 
—No. 

{Mr.  Gai'hutt)  There  is  a small  drain  from  the  churchyard  down  to  the  river. 

8289.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Does  the  water  from  the  churchyard  penetrate  the  ground  and 
affect  these  buildings  below? 

{Mr.  Garhutf.)  I believe  not;  it  is  eonve5'’ed  away  by  tlie  small  drain. 

8290.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Wilson)  Is  the  paving  and  scavenging  of  Church  Walk 
pretty  decent? — Yes,  it  is  pretty  good. 

8291.  But  on  the  other  side  the  courts  which  separate  Church  Walk  from  Hillgate  are 
very  l)ad  ? — Yes. 

8292.  And  there  is  no  scavenging  in  those  courts  ? — No. 

8293.  So  that  if  half-a-dozen  dirty  people  choose  to  pollute  the  surface  it  remains 
polluted  for  an  indefinite  period  ? — Yes. 

8294.  Is  it  overcrowded  there  ? — Not  very. 

8295.  A single  family  to  a room  ? — Generally;  not  more,  except  at  the  west  end  of 
Church  Walk,  which  is  very  crowded. 

8296.  There  is  no  ventilation  at  all  there? — No. 

8297.  There  are  not  many  cases  of  one  family  occupying  two  rooms? — No. 

8298.  Always  one  famity  to  a room,  is  it  ? — Yes. 

8299.  Is  the  interior  of  these  places  dark  ? — Some  of  them  are  very  dark. 

8300.  There  is  a difficulty  in  finding  your  way  up  stairs  ? — Yes. 

8301.  When  you  get  into  the  rooms  are' they  ill  ventilated? — Yes. 

8302.  Are  they  pretty  clean  ? — They  ax’e  pretty  clean. 

8303.  What  is  the  class  of  the  inhabitants  ? — They  are  not  the  lowest. 

8304.  Not  of  the  worst  habits? — No. 

8305.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Are  there  any  cases  of  necessaries  and  stables  under  cover  ? — I 
think  not. 

8306.  {Chairman.)  What  is  tlie  condition  generally  of  these  courts  between  Cliurch 
Walk  and  Hillgate  ? — They  are  pretty  good. 

8307.  Are  there  any  privies  and  ash-pits  there? — I think  not. 

8308.  Then  every  room  has  its  kit  ? — Yes. 

8309.  And  if  a man  should  be  dirty  enough  to  empty  his  kit  into  the  court,  the 
contents  remain  there  for  ever  ? — Yes. 

8310.  There  are  not  many  houses  there  back  to  back  ? — No. 

8311.  They  are  jumbled  up  a good  deal,  but  there  are  not  many  houses  back  to  back  ; 
and  most  of  them  would  have  through  ventilation  to  a limited  extent  ? — Not  a great 
deal  of  it. 

8312.  Then  when  you  get  to  the  extreme  corner  between  Church  Street  and  Hillgate 
you  see  that  there  were  three  deaths  apparently  in  a single  house  ? — I thiidv  those  Avere 
in  one  house. 

8313.  Do  you  remember  the  condition  of  that  house  ? — It  is  very  close. 

8314.  It  has  no  back  ventilation  apparently  ? — No. 

8315.  Very  confined,  and  I suppose  with  the  ordinary  concomitants  of  no  sewerage, 
very  little  surface  di'ainage,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

8316.  Was  there  anything  peculiar  about  the  habits  of  the  people  there? — They  are  a 
low  class. 

8317-  Were  they  dirtier  than  their  neighbours? — I think  they  were  ; the  house  is 
inhabited  by  very  poor  and  very  dirty  people. 

8318.  Is  it  a tenemented  house? — Yes. 

83 1 9.  I suppose  along  Church  Street  the  houses  generally  are  inhabited  by  more  decent 
people,  who  have  either  whole  houses  to  themselves,  or  else  two  or  three  rooms  a-piece? — Yes. 

8320.  But  tills  happened  to  be  a house  in  which  the  whole  Avas  let  out  in  single-room 
tenements  ? — Yes. 

8321.  Were  any  particular  parts  of  it  specially  overcrowded  ? — No. 

8322.  Were  these  three  cases  all  in  one  room? — Tavo  A\"ere  in  one  room. 

8323.  In  Avhat  floor? — I believe  the  middle  floor. 

8324.  I see  two  little  gaps  or  chinks  at  the  back  of  this  house  ; Aidiat  Aims  the  condition 
of  those  [flaces  ? — I think  those  must  be\'ery  minute  ; I do  not  recollect  ever  seeing  them. 

8325.  Do  you  think  there  are  privies  or  ash-pits  or  anything  of  the  sort  there  ? — I 
cannot  say. 

8326.  Is  the  slope  there  pretty  steep? — Ye,s. 

8327.  Would  tliere  be  cellars  there  ? — There  are  cellars. 

8328.  One  side  of  tlic  cellar  would  be  adjoining  the  damp  bank  ? — Yes. 

8329.  Then  the  Avails  of  the  Avhole  of  the  hou.se  may  be  nioic  or  less  damp  ?-  Just  ,so. 

8330.  Is  the  hou.se  ]»retty  solid,  or  is  it  old  ? — It  is  a solid  house. 
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8331.  Do  you  think  that  the  distinction  in  the  overcrowding  and  in  the  less  cleanly 
personal  habits  of  the  pec'ple  inhabiting  that  particular  house  would  account  for  its 
being  struck  in  that  particular  way  ? — I think  so. 

8332.  Then  we  come  to  Bertium’s  Buildings,  in  which  there  are  no  less  than  eight 
deaths  put  down  as  close  as  the  dots  can  be  crowded  together  ?— Yes. 

8333.  That  is  a part  of  Hillgate  as  we  may  say  ? — Yes. 

8334.  Is  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  slope  ? — Yes. 

8335.  Are  Bertram’s  Buildings  on  a pretty  level  surface  or  is  it  on  the  slope  ? — They 
are  built  against  the  bank. 

8336.  (Mr.  Bateman?)  Very  steep  ; the  back  is  about  three  stories  higher  than  the 
front,  is  it  not  ? — I am  sure  I cannot  say.  I think  two  stories. 

8337.  (Chairman.)  Are  there  any  peculiar  circumstances  about  Bertram’s  Buildings 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  other  apparently  almost  equally  confined  courts  along  the 
south  side  of  Hillgate  ? — Those  buildings  are  inhabited  by  a very  low  class  of  Irish, 

8338.  Is  there  much  overcrowding  ? — Not  to  a very  great  extent. 

8339.  Personal  uncleanliness? — Yes.  Bertram’s  Buildings  also  are  close  to  a large 
warehouse  in  which  there  is  very  much  guano,  and  at  the  east  end  also  there  is  a 
skinnery. 

8340.  Is  that  skinnery  the  one  of  which  we  have  heard  as  the  great  nuisance  of 
Hillgate  ? — Yes. 

8341.  That  neighbourhood  is  in  a shockmg  state? — Yes;  the  buildings  themselves, 
however,  are  very  good. 

8342.  The  paving  is  such  that  no  scavenging  could  ever  keep  it  clean  ? — Quite  so. 

8343.  And  if  I recollect  rightly  there  is  a sort  of  sewer  running  down  there,  the  stench 
of  which  is  almost  enough  to  knock  5mu  down  on  coming  near  it? — Yes. 

8344  To  a casual  observer  even  there  are  unfavourable  circumstances  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  that  place  sufticient  to  account  for  almost  any  amount  of  mortality? — Yes. 

8345.  The  whole  of  that  steep  slope  moreover,  including  Price’s  Buildings  and  Dunn’s 
Buildings  at  the  east  and  Bertram’s  Buildings  at  tlie  west  end  of  it,  is  also  exceedingly 
unfavourably  situated  in  respect  of  its  being  just  below  the  churchyard,  with  the  drainage 
of  tlie  churchyard  probably  draining  down  into  the  foundations  of  the  houses? — Yes. 

8346.  And  there  were  thirty-six  deaths  in  that  block  or  slope,  excluding  the  four 
wliich  occuri-ed  to  the  west  of  Bertram’s  Buildings,  not  so  directly  under  the  churchyard? 
—Yes. 

8347.  Proceeding  a little  nearer  to  the  Tyne  Bridge,  I see  three  deaths  in  Chapman’s 
Yard? — Yes. 

8348.  Was  that  where  we  went  down  to  a public  privy?  - Yes. 

8349.  That  was  not  so  bad,  I think,  as  some  other  places  which  we  visited  ? — No,  it 
was  more  open  ; but  it  is  immediately  in  connexion  with  the  privy,  and  has  in  front  a 
largish  area,  in  which  there  is  generally  a very  large  amount  of  excrementitious  matter. 

8350.  Even  at  that  time  there  was  excrementitious  matter  on  the  snow  which  had 
fallen  there  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours  or  less? — Yes. 

8351.  Then  again  going  west  of  the  Tyne  Bridge,  in  Blue  Bell  Entry  and  some  other 
entries  there  are  marked  seven  deaths,  five  on  the  south  and  two  on  the  north  side  of 
Pipewellgate.  Are  the  houses  very  confined  there? — Very  much  so. 

8352.  All  of  them  back  to  back  ? — Yes,  and  built  into  the  bank  too, 

8353.  None  of  the  houses  in  which  those  seven  deaths  occurred  have  through  ventilation? 
—No. 

8354.  The  chinks  between  the  fi'onts  of  the  houses  are  extremely  narrow,  so  that 
ventilation  is  almost  an  impossibility? — Yes.  I may  mention  that  the  two  houses  in 
Blue  Bell  Entry  are  registered  lodging-houses. 

8355.  Deaths  took  place  there  ? — In  one.  I think  that  was  the  last  case  but  one  in 
Gateshead.  They  had  been  quite  exempt  for  a very  great  time. 

8356.  Did  you  notice  a sensibly  less  mortality  in  the  registered  lodging-houses  which 
were  under  the  surveillance  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  than  in  the  other  houses  of  about 
the  same  calibre  and  in  similar  situations  ? — I did. 

8357.  You  could  see  the  effect  of  the  surveillance  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  the 
diminution  of  the  mortality  in  the  houses  under  their  surveillance  ? — Yes. 

8358.  You  could  see  that  distinctly? — Yes;  the  registered  lodging-houses  at  that  time 
were  not  very  crowded.  I think  they  had  probably  oidy  about  half  the  number  of 
inmates  which  they  wei’e  allowed  to  take.  At  tlie  outbreak  also  of  cholera  the  whole  of 
those  houses  were  whitewashed  from  top  to  bottom,  and  great  care  was  taken. 

8359.  [Mr.  Glephan.)  Were  not  many  out  at  the  harvest  ? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Garbutt.)  Not  altogether. 

{Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police.)  Those  lodging-houses  are  more  crowded  then  than  at 
any  other  time  of  the  year. 

8360.  (Chairman.)  Do  not  the  people  go  out  to  harvest  in  August  and  September, 
and  come  back  in  October? — Yes;  but  there  is  such  an  influx  of  strangers  duifing  the 
harvest,  that  the  common  lodging-houses  are  more  crowded  in  this  town  at  the  harvest 
than  at  any  other  time,  except  at  the  Newcastle  races. 

8361 . (Mr.  Bateman)  People  passing  thi-ough  to  harvest  ? — Yes, 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  GATESHEAD. 


409 


8362.  (Chairman.)  Perhaps  there  is  sufficient  harvest  work  foi-  then)  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  to  cause  an  influx  into  the  tov/n  ? — Yes  ; and  moving  from  one  part  to 
another  as  the  harvest  goes  on,  at  the  week’s  end  they  can  scarcely  be  accommodated. 

8363.  (To  Mr.  Wilson.)  However,  whatever  numbers  there  may  have  been  there,  you 
could  discriminate  between  different  houses  in  respect  of  the  amoimt  of  mortality 
occurring  in  them,  according  as  they  had  or  had  not  been  put  under  the  surveillance  of 
the  police  and  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  ? — Yes. 

8364.  I see  here  Thompson’s  Stairs,  Pitman’s  Entry,  Scott’s  Buildings,  Veatch’s 
Buildings,  Bage’s  Yard.  There  were  some  twenty-seven  deaths  there,  on  the  south  side 
of  Pipewellgate,  in  what  is  here  represented  as  occupying  about  one  inch  and  a half 
square.  Is  there  anything  peculiar  in  the  position  of  those  places  to  distinguish  them 
from  the  others,  the  history  of  which  we  have  gone  through  ? — Thompson’s  Yard  is  very 
much  confined  and  crowded. 

8365.  That  must  have  been  very  much  improved,  however,  by  the  railway  operations, 
and  must  be  very  much  better  than  before  the  railway  made  that  tremendous  breach  there  ? 
— Decidedly  so. 

8366.  The  railway  viaduct  there  is  very  high  ? — Yes. 

8367.  So  that  there  would  be  no  great  ventilation  from  east  to  west,  but  there  would 
be  ventilation  from  north  to  south  ? — But  the  height  will  not  affect  the  houses  very  much 
in  Thompson’s  Yard. 

8368.  With  regard  to  Yeatch’s  Buildings,  there  were  nine  deaths  in  that  block  alone. 
It  seems  to  be  a very  narrow  court,  entirely  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  buildings  ?— Yes. 

8369.  There  may  be  covered  passages  into  it  from  one  side  or  another,  but  it  is 
completely  surroimded  by  houses  ? — Yes. 

8370.  So  that  in  fact  it  constitutes  an  oblong  well,  in  which  may  lie  and  stagnate  any 
effluvium  which  happens  to  arise  there  ? — Yes.  Nearly  at  the  top  on  one  side  there  is  a 
sink  which  is  always  covered  with  excrementitious  matter  and  in  a most  filthy  state. 
There  is  also  a tripery  there  which  causes  it  to  be  very  bad,  near  the  south  end. 

8371.  Where  the  houses  are  more  built  into  the  bank  ? — Yes. 

8372.  Was  the  mortality  greater  in  the  neighbourhood  of  those  two  particular 
nuisances  ? — I tliink  it  was. 

8373.  Of  the  nine  deaths  a great  proportion  was  in  the  southern  or  upper  end  of  the 
yard  near  these  two  nuisances  ? — Yes. 

8374.  I suppose  there  is  no  foecal  drainage  there? — No. 

8375.  The  ordinary  amount  of  surface  drainage  that  we  saw  ? — Yes. 

8376.  The  sink  loaded  witli  the  contents  of  kits  and  all  that  sort  of  thing  ? — Yes. 

8377.  How  is  the  paving  ? — It  is  only  partial.  The  houses  are  principally  new  ; but 
they  have  a window  and  door  at  the  one  end  only  of  each  room. 

8378.  How  is  the  scavenging  ? — It  is  not  interfered  with  at  all  in  that  respect. 

8379.  Then  the  exterior  condition  of  the  houses  there  is  as  about  as  bad  as  you  can  have 
it  ? — Yes. 

8380.  What  is  the  state  inside  ? — They  are  kept  in  middling  order. 

8381.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  tenantry? — They  are  principally  Irish. 

8382.  Of  a worse  or  better  kind  ? — Not  of  the  worst  kind. 

8383.  How  is  the  overcrowding  ? — It  is  not  much  crowded. 

8384.  Then  there  the  evils  were  pretty  much  external  to  the  houses  ? — Yes. 

8385.  The  form  of  house  construction,  back  to  back  with  others,  in  part  built  into  the 
bank,  the  want  of  ventilation,  the  want  of  paving,  and  scavenging,  and  other  circumstances 
over  which  the  habits  of  the  individual  tenants  could  have  but  little  conti-ol,  were  there 
the  main  sanitary  grievances  ? — Yes. 

8386.  I see  five  deaths  marked  down  at  the  bottom  of  Wardman’s  Stairs.  Is  there  an 
open  sewer  there  running  down? — Yes. 

8387.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Is  that  at  the  spot  where  that  open  sewer  crosses  Pipewell- 
gate ? — Yes  ; it  is  an  open  drain  from  two  glue  manufactories,  and  there  is  frequently 
a very  bad  smell  there. 

8388.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  stopped  up,  and  the  drainage  of  the  sewer  filling  the  street  ? 
— Yes  ; that  is  a little  to  the  east. 

8389.  (Chairman.)  The  houses  there  are  built  back  to  back  ? — Yes. 

8390.  And  Wardman’s  Stairs  itself  is  but  a narrow  place  ? — Yes. 

8391.  There  is  an  opening  northward  to  the  river,  so  that  they  have  fair  ventilation  in 
that  direction  ? — Yes. 

8392.  But  in  other  respects  they  are  just  as  crowded  and  iU  convenienced  as  they  can 
be  ? — Very  much  so. 

8393.  There  is  no  foecal  drainage  ? — None  whatever. 

8394.  The  surface  drainage  is  very  offensive  owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  glue  and 
other  matters  in  it? — Yes. 

8395.  Is  there  much  overcrowding  in  the  houses  ? — No,  not  a great  deal. 

8396.  Taking  then  the  whole  of  Gateshead,  you  admit  that  at  all  events  a large 
proportion  of  the  mortality  of  Gateshead  may  be  directly  traced  to  the  vicinity  of  sanitary 
defects  of  two  classes  ; firstly,  external  circumstances  over  which  the  individual  person  has 
no  control,  such  as  form  of  house  constiuction,  want  of  sewerage  and  drainage,  damp 
walls  and  cellars,  and  so  on  ; and  secondly,  personal  habits  of  uncleanliness,  recklessness  as 
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B.  II.  Wilson,  Esq.  to  emptying  the  kit  when  they  might  do  so,  and  so  on.  In  what  proportion  do  you  think 

that  those  two  classes  of  evils  have  afiected  the  mortality  ? — I should  think  that  both  may 

8th  March  1854.  have  contributed  a PTeat  deal. 

O 

' 8397.  You  tbink  that  the  filthy  personal  habits  have  had  a very  considerable  influence 

as  well  as  the  unfavourable  external  circumstances  ? —I  think  so. 

8398.  Speaking  generally  we  may  say  that  the  form  of  house  construction  in  the 
poorer  districts  is  decidedly  very  bad? — Yes. 

8399.  That  to  a large  extent  in  the  poorer  districts  the  houses  are  built  back  to  back 
or  into  damp  banks  or  both  ? — Yes. 

8400.  With  bad  cellars  ?— Yes. 

8401.  And  generally  ill  ventilated? — Yes. 

8402.  That  the  sewerage  as  respects  foccal  matters  is  entirely  wanting  in  all  the  poorer 
districts  ? — J ust  so. 

8403.  That  the  drainage  for  surface  waters  exists  to  an  inadequate  degree,  and,  where 
it  exists,  exists  in\perfectljq  so  that  dampness  and  all  the  evils  of  dampness  are  present  to 
a considerable  extent  in  the  poorer  districts? — Yes. 

8104.  Do  you  know  much  of  the  more  recentl}’-  built  houses,  houses  which  have  Ijeen 
bviilt  since  you  have  been  here  ? — There  are  some  in  Nelson  Street. 

o 40.5.  Have  you  seen  the  effect  of  the  .surveillance  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  on  the 
manner  in  which  those,  hou.ses  are  coirstructed,  as  compared  with  that  in  whicli  AVilliam 
Street,  Bollock  Sti-eet,  Bussell  Street,  and  other  les,s  recently  constructed  houses  have  been 
erected  ? — I think  that  the  arrangements  in  the  most  recent  ones  are  very  bad.  The 
cellars  in  Nelson  Street  indeed  arc  much  worse  than  any  others  in  the  town  ; they  are  so 
\ ery  daj'k  behind,  especially  the  back  room  ; at  any  time  you  are  obliged  to  have  a 
candle  to  see  there. 

84!)t>.  Nelson  Street  has  been  built  within  your  recollection  in  the  last  year  and  a 
luilf  ? — A paid  of  it. 

(Mr.  Garbvtf.)  It  is  not  finished  yet ; it  has  been  commenced  about  three  years  ago. 

8407.  (To  Mr.  Wilson.)  Have  both  sides  been  built  within  your  i-ecollection  or  only 
one  side  ? — Only  jiart. 

8408.  I understand  you  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  there  has  existed  here  a Local 
Board  of  Health  having  control  of  such  matters  since  1851,  you  think  Nelson  Street, 
especially  in  respect  of  its  cellars  and  kitchens,  has  been  erected  in  quite  as  faulty  if  not 
more  faulty  a way  than  Pollock  Street  and  William  Street  ? — I think  so. 

{ Mr.  Garhuit.)  But  the  faulty  erections  have  not  taken  place  since  the  establishment 
of  the  Board  of  Health. 

8409.  {To  Mr.  Gorbntf.)  The  Local  Board  of  Health  Avas  estaldished  in  February  1851  ? 
— But  it  did  not  come  into  operation  until  last  year  in  Gateshead.  The  bulk  of  these 
houses  were  already  erected  when  it  came  into  operation  in  Gateshead. 

8 HO.  Tlie  Gateshead  Provisional  Order  constituting  the  Town  Council  the  Local 
Board  of  Health  here  was  certainly  dated  in  February  1851  ? — Yes  ; but  they  had  not 
i’ull  powers  until  a later  period. 

8411.  How  have  they  got  any  additional  powers  since  then? — I think  their  powers 
were  not  confirmed  by  an  Order  in  Council  until  a later  period. 

8412.  Yes,  the  same  year,  in  1851,  there  Avas  a Public  Health  Supplemental  Act, 
confirming  the  Provisional  Order.  I do  not  knoAV  how  you  have  got  power  since  ? — The 
building  of  these  houses  took  place  before  the  operation  of  the  Board  of  Health.  They 
Avere  there  probably  when  that  Act  came  in  force. 

8413.  What  you  mean  to  say  is,  that  the  cellar  parts,  which  Mr.  Wilson  most 
complains  of,  Avere  built  before  that  Act  Avas  put  in  operation  ? — Yes,  before  the 
Act. 

8414.  (To  Mr.  Wilson.)  Do  you  remember  any*  other  streets  which  have  been  built 
.since  ymu  have  been  here? — Yes  ; Trinity  Street,  Avhich  is  south  of  Leonard's  Court. 

8415.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  houses  there  ? — The  houses  there  are  very  good  ; 
but  they  are  not  Avell  ventilated. 

8416.  They  are  an  improvement  upon  the  previous  system? — Decidedly  so  ; but  the 
streets  are  very  badly  drained  and  very  badly  paved. 

8417.  Hoav  long  have  they  been  completed;  or  are  they  completed? — They  are 
completed.  I do  not  know  how  long  they  have  been  so. 

8418.  {M  r.  Clepluvn.)  Is  there  any  means  of  drainage  ? — No;  none  Avhatever. 

8419.  {Chairnum.)  And  the  nature  of  the  house  construction  there  is  bad,  in  respect 
of  A^entilation  ? — Yes,  decidedly  bad. 

8420.  Isee  in  Nelson  Street  there  Avere  .six  deaths  ? — Yes. 

8421.  AVhich,  considering  the  number  of  houses  there,  I suppose  is  a pretty  good 
sprinkling  ? — Yes. 

, 8422.  How  are  the  houses  there  ? — The  houses  are  pretty  good,  and  occupied  by 
respectable  mechanics  ; but  the  cellars  in  many  instances  are  very  bad.  I know  that  tAVO 
of  those  six  deaths  occurred  in  cellars. 

8423.  Then  reverting  to  the  toAvn  at  large,  it  is  a fact  that  generally  the  habitations 
of  the  poorer  classes  are  sadly  destitute  of  proper  domestic  arrangements — of  privies,  for 
instance  ? — Yes. 

8424.  And  of  middens  too? — Yes. 
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8425.  And  that  since  the  Local  Board  of  Health  came  into  operation  it  has  not 
improved  their  condition  in  that  respect  ? — I have  not  known  of  that. 

8426.  For  a year  and  half,  within  your  own  knowledge,  whole  districts  of  Gateshead 
have  remained  and  still  continue  sadly  deficient  in  those  respects? — ^Yes. 

8427.  And  you  have  not  known  of  any  landlords  or  owners  of  house  property  liaving 
been  compelled  to  put  in  any  such  ? — No. 

8428.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Rawlinson  that  there  are  literally  no  public 
privies  in  the  borough  ; how  many  may  there  be  in  the  whole  town  I — I do  not  knoAV  of 
any.  I know  one  or  two  which  are  used  as  such ; but  I do  not  know  that  they  are 
really  public  ; there  is  one  in  Pipewellgate  and  one  in  Hillgate. 

8429.  That  is  to  say  they  are  privies  which  happen  to  be  used  by  the  public,  but 
which  have  not  been  built  by  any  public  body  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  ? — 
No. 

(,1/r.  Gleplum.)  In  one  street  a man  got  up  in  the  night  ill  of  cholera,  and  having 
no  place  to  go  to  he  was  going  over  to  one  of  the  privies  in  Newcastle,  but  the  persons  in 
the  house  sent  him  up  stairs  to  the  kit,  and  he  died  on  the  stairs. 

8430.  {To  Mr.  WilsonT)  With  regard  to  those  privies,  of  whose  existence  you  are 
aware,  have  you  found  them  at  periods  anterior  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  a very 
unsatisfactory  condition  ? — AYs. 

8431 . It  is  stated  in  Mr.  RaAvlinson’s  report  that  they  are  abominably  dirty,  so  that  it  is 
not  surprising  that  pieople  should  not  make  use  of  them.  Is  that  correct  ? — Quite  correct. 
Some  of  the  privies,  I believe,  are  in  a filthy  state,  even  Avhere  people  go  to  them. 

8432.  Leaving  for  a time  the  poorer  districts,  what  is  the  condition  in  that  one  respect 
of  the  better  classes  ; hoAv  are  they  supplied  Avith  respect  to  those  domestic  convenience.s  ? 
— Tlie  Avhole  of  their  houses,  I belie\m,  have  privies  or  Avater-closets  atached  to  them. 

8433.  AVhat  is  the  ordinary  arrangement,  privies  or  Avater-closets  ? — I think  privies.  I 
cannot  speak  definitely  about  that. 

8434  We  shall  get  from  Air.  Main  ultimately  the  number  of  Avater-closets  that  he 
supplies  here,  and  I suppose  there  aauII  not  be  very  many  more  .supplied  by  rain  water 
cisterns  or  other  cisterns  I — I should  think  not. 

{Mr.  GarhuU.)  In  the  more  Avealthy  portions  of  Gateshead  they  could  not  have  water- 
closets  ; there  is  no  drainage. 

{Mr.  Wilson.)  Is  there  not  some  drainage  into  tlie  coal  Avorkings  ? 

(d7r.  Garhutt.)  There  are  some  which  liaAm  Avater- closets  draining  into  the  old  coal 
Avorkings. 

8435.  {Chairman  tc  Mr.  Wilson.)  Do  you  think  that  generally  it  is  true  on  this  side  of 
the  Avater,  as  it  is  on  the  ooher,  that  there  is  what  you  may  call  a sad  neglect  in  respect  to 
these  matters,  that  people  Avho  ought  to  knoAv  better  allow  privies  to  get  improperly 
full,  and  to  get  into  an  improper  state? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Garhutt.)  I believe  that  ari.ses  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  emptied.  In 
the  house  Avliere  I lived  five  years  ago,  people  Avould  empty  it  without  co.st ; and  latterly 
they  have  charged  five  shillings  each  time  of  its  emptying. 

8436.  {To  Mr.  Garhutt.)  I sup])ose  then  some  one  did  it  Avho  had  a farm  immediately 
contiguous  ? — Yes. 

O 

8437.  And  the  further  of  cour.se  the  toAvn  extends,  the  further  the  houses  are 
from  the  farms,  and  the  more  the  expense  of  cartage  the  greater  the  difficulty? — Yes. 

8438.  (To  Mr.  Wilson.)  Returning  to  the  poorer  districts,  Ave  had  at  Newcastle  some 
very  startling  information  given  to  us  as  to  the  per  centage  of  the  poor  population  wliich 
might  be  said  to  be  all  luit  destitute  of  proper  privy  accommodation.  Have  you  ever- 
entered  into  any  computation,  or  can  you  form  an  opinion  upon  that  point,  viz.,  as  to 
Avhat  proportion  of  the  poorer  classes  are  virtually  destitute  of  privy  accommodation  ? — 
I should  think  half  at  least. 

8439.  Do  you  think  that  the  circumstance  to  which  Mr.  Clephan  allude.s,  namely,  that 
in  the  time  of  the  cholera  a sick  man  got  up  in  Gateshead  and  intended  to  go  over  to 
NcAVcastle  to  relieve  himself,  has  happened  often? — I do  not  think  it  could  happen  very 
li-ecprently. 

8410.  They  Avould  ordinarily  have  resort  to  a kit? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Clepltau.)  He  was  a lodger. 

(Mr.  Garb  ai  t.)  He  must  haAm  been  a stranger,  I think. 

(Mr.  Rankin.)  He  would  not  have  done  it  if  he  had  not  been  a stranger;  he  might 
j)ei-haps  not  know  where  to  go  to. 

8441.  (To  Mr.  Wilson.)  However,  one  might  say,  Avithout  overstating  the  case,  that 
one  half  of  the  poorer  population  of  Gateshead  was  all  but  destitute  of  privy  accommo- 
dation?—I think  I could  say  that  safely. 

8442.  You  could  hardly  contemplate  .such  a state  of  things  without  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  must  lead  to  a frightful  vitiation  of  the  atmosphere  with  excremental 
exhalations? — Just  so. 

8443.  It  is  not  ])0S,sible  under  those  circumstances,  tliat  the  rooms  or  the  coiu'ts  in 
which  these  people  live  should  be  SAveet  and  Avholesome  ? — Just  so,  and  I may  also  state 
that  very  few  even  of  the  registered  lodging  houses  have  privies  or  Avater-closets  ; the 
Avliole  of  the  female  part  of  the  lodgers  have  to  use  a kit. 
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E.  H.  Wilson, Esq.  8444.  I am  speaking  mainly  of  what  I call  Gateshead  Proper.  Of  course,  in  tlie  out- 

skirts  of  the  town,  where  population  is  thinly  scattered,  one  could  hardly  expect  a Local 

8th  March  1854.  Board  of  Health  to  interfere  very  rapidly  and  very  energetically  ; Imt  speaking  of  such 

places  as  Pipewell  Gate,  Hillgate,  and  places  densely  iidiahitedon  eitlier  side  of  the  High 

Street,  it  is  the  fact  that  to  this  honr,  after  two  or  three  years’  continuance  of  the  Board 
of  Healtli,  even  the  registered  lodging-houses  remain  sadly  destitute  of  privy  and  ashpit 
accommodation  ? — Yes. 

8445.  And  in  fact,  considerable  districts  continue  in  a state  which  must  inevitably  lead 
to  a vitiation  of  the  atmosphere  which  would  account  for  almost  any  virulence  of  an 
epidemic,  that  might  once  more  break  out  % — Yes. 

8446.  Inside  the  rooms  as  well  as  outside  the  houses  ? — Just  so. 

8447.  The  habitual  use  of  kits  inside  a room  is  hardly  compatible  witli  any  very  pure 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  even  supposing  it  shoidd  be  emptied  the  veiy  minute  afterwards 
on  to  the  gi-ating  ? — Yes,  the  smell  in  many  of  those  houses  is  really  very  disgusting, 

8448.  When  you  go  into  the  house  you  feel,  on  this  side  of  the  water  as  on  the  otlier, 
that  the  sooner  you  get  out  the  better  for  yourself? — Yes. 

8449.  In  Newcastle  we  had  specific  statistics  given  us  with  regard  to  Sandgate.  It 
was  said,  “ Here  is  a population  of  4,000  or  5,000  people,  of  wliich  nine-tenths  have  no 
“ privies.”  Supposing  we  took  Pipewell  Gate,  could  you  give  us  any  notion  how  many 
privies  there  are  there  ? — I think  three  or  four  privies.  There  are  more  in  the  self-con- 
tained houses ; but  in  tlie  tenemented  property  I think  there  are  not  more  than  that. 

8450.  Excluding  the  few  self-contained  houses,  you  would  only  know  half  a dozen 
privies  which  in  one  wa}^  or  another  were  available  for  the  remainder  of  the  population  in 
the  tenemented  houses  ? — I know  one  or  two. 

8451.  Half  a dozen  would  be  the  outside  statement  ? — I do  not  think  there  are  nearly 
‘ so  many  ; there  are  only  two  or  three  used  by  the  public. 

{Mr.  Scott.)  I have  two,  myself. 

(Mr.  Wilson.)  Fastened  up,  however. 

(Mr.  Scott.)  No  ; they  were  fastened  up  in  the  time  of  cholera.  From  so  many  people 
coming  to  them,  and  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  them  clean,  I nailed  them  up. 

8452.  {Chairman)  To  how  many  privies  in  Pipewell  Gate  do  you  think  a poor  man 
could  by  any  means  have  resort  ? 

{Mr.  Garbutt.)  Twenty,  I should  say ; that  is,  not  immediately  contiguous  to  the 
neighbourhood  where  he  lives,  but  from  one  end  of  Pipewell  Gate  to  the  other  he  might 
find  twenty  perhaps,  although  they  nominally  belong  to  certain  parties,  yet  any  person 
who  chooses  to  go  may  use  them,  particularly  along  by  the  water  side. 

{Mr.  Scott.)  For  instance,  there  is  my  own,  which  any  person  goes  to  frequently, 

8453.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  ITi^swr.)  I suppose  that  a privy  in  a tenemented  house  open  to 
all  the  tenants  is  open  virtuall}^  to  the  public  ? — No  ; the  public  are  entirely  excluded. 

8454.  Is  it  locked  ? — Yes,  it  is  locked  or  fastened  up  and  they  cannot  get  to  it. 

8455.  And  the  people  who  have  a right  to  use  it  liave  a key  ? — Yes  ; the  only  really 
public  privy  I ever  heard  of  in  Pipewell  Gate,  and  I think  I have  made  about  100 
inquiries,  is  one  at  the  waterside. 

8456.  Siq^posing  I were  a labouring  man  in  Pipewell  Gate,  to  how  many  different 
privies  do  you  think  I could,  after  a short  acquaintance  witli  the  neighbourhood,  have 
access  with.out  exposing  myself  to  be  kicked  out  or  interfered  with  ? — I know  of  but  one. 

8457.  If  }mu  were  to  say  that  I as  one  of  2,000  or  3,000  people  living  in  Pipewell  Gate 
had  access  l)y  sufferance  to  one  or  other  of  three  or  four  privies,  you  would  be  making  an 
outside  statement  of  the  matter  ? — I think  so  ; the  females  have  none. 

8458.  For  the  female  population  of  Pipewell  Gate  you  may  say  that  there  exist  no  privies 
at  all  ? — No. 

8459.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Taking  them  as  families  and  not  as  men  only,  there  are  no  privies  ? 
— No  ; the  women  and  children  generally  use  kits. 

8460.  {ChairmoAi  to  Mr.  Clephan.)  I suppose  I am  not  very  far  off  in  taking  the 
po])ulation  of  Pipewell  Gate  to  between  2,000  and  3,000  ? — I should  think  about  2,000. 

8461.  2,000  would  be  a fair  computation? — I think  so. 

8462.  {To  Mr.  Wilson.)  Of  course  along  Pipewell  Gate  itself  there  may  be  here  and 
there  better  houses  having  privies  of  their  own  ? — Decidedly  so. 

8463.  Excluding  them,  say  excluding  one-tenth  of  the  jjopulation,  the  remaining  nine- 
tenths  of  the  2,000  inhabitants  of  Pipewell  Gate  would  be  dependent  upon  access  by 
sufferance  to  one,  two,  three  or  four  privies  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

8464.  You  have  no  doubt  of  that? — No. 

8465.  With  regard  to  the  paving,  the  main  thoroughfares,  that  is  to  say  High  Street, 
and  one  or  two  others  would  be  pretty  well  paved  ? — Yes. 

8466.  But  with  regard  to  other  districts  I think  you  did  not  speak  Aaiy  highly,  even 
of  Yictoria  Street  or  Grosvenor  Street  ? — No. 

8467.  Taking  the  lower  and  poorer  districts,  Leonard’s  Court,  Pipewell  Gate,  Hillgate, 
Churcli  Walk,  Lister’s  Buildings,  and  so  on,  paving  may  be  said  hardly  to  exist? — It  is 
very  imperfect. 

8468.  There  is  a little  paving  here  and  there,  but  it  is  very  bad  in  many  parts  ? — 
Yes. 
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8469.  No  practicable  amount  of  scavenage  would  get  the  filth  out  of  the  ruts  and  holes  R.  H.  Wilson,  Esq. 

there  ? — N o.  

8470.  Generally  the  paving  of  the  town  is  very  much  neglected? — Yes.  March  1854. 

8471.  Also  you  have  intimated  that  the  scavenage  of  these  main  thoroughfares  is  pretty — 

good  ? — Yes. 

8472.  But  again  that  the  scavenage  of  the  lower  and  poorer  districts,  which  most 
require  it,  is  next  to  none  ? — Just  so. 

8473.  That  people  carry  out  kits  and  dust  boxes  into  the  main  streets  for  the  scavenger’s 
cart  to  take  away  in  its  passage  thi’ough  them,  but  that  anything  which  one  dirty  fellow 
chooses  to  throw  into  the  area  of  a retired  court  may  remain  there  for  the  next  seven 
years  ? — The  scavengers  never  come  to  private  courts  at  all. 

8474.  In  Lister’s  Buildings,  Leonard’s  Court,  Bertram’s  Buildings,  Victoria  Street, 

Dunn’s  Buildings,  and  so  on,  have  you  frequently  within  the  last  twelve  months  noticed 
accumulations  of  refuse? — Yes,  very  large. 

847-5.  Of  an  ofiensive  nature  ? — Principally  excrementitious  matter. 

8476.  In  fact,  accumulations  as  concentratedly  offensive  as  you  can  well  conceive  ? — 

Just  so. 

8477.  Frequently  or  only  occasionally? — Frequently;  in  many  of  those  places  .such 
condition  constantly  exists. 

8478.  And  to  a considerable  extent? — -Yes. 

8479.  So  that  what  we  saw  will  not  have  conveyed  impressions  in  any  degree 
exaggerating  the  ordinary  state  of  the  town  ? — No. 

8480.  Again,  as  regards  the  house  construction,  there  are,  though  not  to  the  same 
extent  perhaps  here  ;vsin  Newcastle,  yet  at  all  events  tliere  are  some  districts  of  the  town, 
in  which  the  houses  are  very  old,  dilapidated,  and  almost  incapable  of  improvement  except 
by  being  taken  away  and  built  up  again  ? — Yes. 

8481.  And  the  walls  of  a great  many  of  them  being  contiguous  to  banks  are  habitually 
and  con.stantly  damp  ? — Yes. 

8482.  Would  you  say  of  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer 
]jopulation  here  that  they  are  downright  filthy  and  unwholesome,  and  not  fit  for  human 
liabitation  I — I can  say  so  very  safely. 

8483.  Of  a considerable  proportion  ? — Of  a great  number. 

8484.  That  one-fourth  or  one-third  of  the  tenements  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes  here 
are  not  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — Almost  the  whole  of  those  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
town  are  unfit  for  such  a purpose. 

8485.  If  we  take  the  districts  of  Victoria  Street,  of  Leonard’s  Court,  Lister’s  Buildings, 

Sun  Yard,  Price’s  and  Dunn’s  Buildings,  Church  Walk,  Berti’am’s  Buildings,  Veatch’s 
Buildings,  and  so  on,  are  the  large  majority  of  the  tenements  there  occupied  by  the  pooi'er 
classes  not  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — Yes. 

8486.  You  would  admit  that  arrangements,  which  .should  get  rid  of  the  kits  out  of  the 
rooms,  would  greatly  improve  the  condition  of  them  ? — Yes. 

8487.  That  arrangements  by  which  the  few  privies  and  ashpits  which  there  may  be 
should  be  more  regularly  emptied  and  cleansed  would  also  improve  their  condition  ? — 

Just  so. 

8488.  That  drainage  would  improve  the  state  of  the  courts  in  other  respects  ? 

—Yes. 

8489.  And  that  by  whitewashing  and  purifying  these  densely  populated  abodes  you 
might  still  further  inqirove  them  ? — Decidedly  so. 

8490.  Supposing  all  that  to  have  been  already  done,  do  you  believe  that  there  any  parts 
of  this  town,  which  even  after  all  that  would  not  be  |)roperly  fit  foi-  human  habitation  ? 

—Yes. 

8491.  In  fact  there  are  some  parts  of  the  town  irremediably  unfit  for  humar 
habitation  ? — J ust  so. 

8492.  I suppose  that  such  parts  as  those  would  be  mainly  confined  to  Pijiewell  Gate, 
and  Hillgate,  and  a few  ])laces  like  Leonard’s  Court  and  Lister’s  Buildings,  in  which  the 
form  of  house  construction  is  irremediably  bad  ? — Especially  in  Lister’s  Buildings, 

Pipewell  Gate,  and  Hillgate. 

8493.  In  fact,  there  is  more  than  one  district  of  some  extent  in  Gateshead,  of  which 
you  might  say  that  it  was  almost  irreme<liably  unfit  for  human  habitation? — Yes. 

8494.  That,  to  put  it  into  such  a sanitary  state  as  should  authorize  them  to  expect 
immunity  from  a constant  succession  of  virulent  epidemics,  you  must  pull  it  down  ?— 

Yes. 

8495.  You  said,  with  regard  to  the  common  lodging-houses,  that  you  had  seen  a 
decidedly  beneficial  effect  produced  in  them,  and  the  mortality  in  theju  as  far  as  you 
could  judge,  decidedly  diminished  by  the  operations  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health? — I 
think  so. 

8496.  You  do  not  entertain  any  doubt  upon  that  subject? — None. 

8497.  With  regard  to  slaughter-houses,  offensive  trades,  smoke  nuisances,  and  so  on ; 
you  have  mentioned,  I think,  certainly  more  than  one  place,  three  or  four  places  jirobably 
in  which  they  exist  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  be  in  your  judgment  appreciably  prejudicial 
to  health  ? — Yes. 
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8498.  Had  you  occasion  to  notice  the  state  of  St.  Mary’s  churchyard  previously  to  the 
outbreak  of  cholera  ? — No. 

8499.  Excepting  the  main  thoroughfares,  in  which  you  have  seen  improvements  in 
respect  of  paving  and  scavenging,  and  in  which  they  are  putting  down  or  jjreparino-  to 
j ut  down  sewers,  have  you  known  of  any  material  improvement  in  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  town  since  you  have  become  acquainted  with  it  ? — No. 

8500.  In  the  poorer  and  worst  districts,  it  is  just  as  bad  now  as  it  ever  was,  within 
your  knowledge  ? — I think  so. 

8501.  As  to  the  question  of  the  water,  do  you  drink  Whittle  Dean  water  ordinarily  ? 
—Yes. 


8502.  Did  you  continue  to  do  so  during  the  late  epidemic? — Occasionally. 

8503.  Did  you  notice  a difference  between  the  quality  of  tlie  water  supplied  to  you 
last  summer  and  the  winter  before  that,  or  the  summer  before  that  ? — Yes,  it  was  very 
different. 

8504.  It  was  bad  ?— Yes. 

8505.  To  the  e}’e  ? — It  was  very  thick  and  muddy. 

8506.  Did  you  ever  notice  anything  worse  about  it  tlian  that  ? — No. 

8507.  You  never  noticed  any  bad  smell  ? — No. 

8508.  Even  when  you  got  a considerable  volume  of  water  together  in  a bath  you  did 
not  notice  it  ? — No. 

8509.  Of  course  the  taste  would  not  have  been  nice  when  the  water  was  dirty  and 
muddy,  but  did  you  ever  notice  anything  which  may  be  called  offensive,  anything 
which  gave  you  an  idea  of  its  containing  putrid  matter? — No,  nothing. 

8510.  Then,  you  have  no  very  serious  complaint  to  make  against  the  water,  as  far  as 
your  experience  goes  ? — No. 

8511.  Do  you  think  that  the  poor  people  generally  have  an  adequate  water  supply? — 
I think  they  are  pretty  well  supplied. 

8512.  There  are  not  many  instances  where  they  have,  as  in  Sandgate,  on  an  average 
to  travel  100  or  200  yards  to  get  water?— I believe  that  that  is  a very  rare  occurrence 
in  Gateshead. 

8513.  In  most  of  these  courts,  as  I understand,  there  is  a standpipe? — Generally  so. 

8514.  And  not  unfrequently  in  the  back  yard  of  every  house  ? — Yes,  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  town. 

8515.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  In  Victoria  Street,  also? — Yes. 

8516.  {Chairman)  How  is  Leonard’s  Court  in  respect  of  water  ? —There  is  a pump 
for  water  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  court. 

8517.  Does  it  supply  the  whole  court  ?— I think  it  does,  I will  not  be  sure. 

8518.  In  the  courts  out  of  Leonard’s  Coiu't,  have  they  a separate  water  siqiply  ? — 'No,  I 
think  they  are  supplied  from  the  same  pump,  though  I am  not  sure  about  it. 

8519.  How  are  they  supplied  in  Lister’s  Buildings  ? — They  have  a water  tap. 

8520.  One  ? — One  tap  for  each  part  of  the  court. 

8521.  Probably  three  then,  in  the  whole  ? — I should  think  so. 

8522.  Then,  in  a place  like  Sun  Yard,  do  they  have  a tap  all  to  themselves? — I do  not 
know,  but  I should  think  they  do. 

8523.  How  would  Price’s  Buildings,  and  Dunn’s  Buildings  be  supplied  with  respect  to 
water  ? — They  have  two  or  three  taps  throughout  the  yard. 

8524.  There  are  very  few  houses  in  the  town,  I suppose,  in  which  they  have  a supply 
within  the  houses  ? — Very  few. 

8525.  A man  who  lives  on  the  third  storey  must  go  up  and  down  three  pair  of  stairs 
for  every  drop  of  water  he  wants? — Yes. 

8526.  Both  clean  to  get  and  dirty  to  empty  ? — Yes. 

8527.  In  Bertram’s  Buildings  and  Veatch’s  Buildings  is  it  the  same  kind  of  thing? — 
In  Bertram’s  Buildings  they  have  to  come  out  into  the  street ; but  in  Veatch’s  Buildings 
I think  the  standpipe  is  in  the  court. 

8528.  In  Bertram’s  Buildings  they  must  come  down  into  Hillgate  ? — Yes. 

8529.  They  would  have  to  come  down  a certain  number  of  stairs  and  to  traverse  the 
court  into  the  bargain? — Yes. 

8530.  Of  course  that  would  deter  people  in  wet  and  cold  weather  and  so  on  from 
getting  as  much  water  as  they  ought  to  want  ? — Yes. 

8531.  Upon  the  whole  then,  as  compared  with  Newcastle  at  all  events,  the  poorer 
population  of  Gateshead  seem  to  be  pretty  well  supplied  ? — I do  not  know  much  about 
Newcastle,  but  I think  in  Gateshead  they  are  pretty  well  supplied  witli  water. 

8532.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  That  is  to  say  they  may  have  it  if  they  choose  to  go  for  it  ? — 
Yes,  and  it  is  open  for  theui. 

8533.  {Chairman)  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  well  and  spring  water  here  ? — I do 
of  the  one  opposite  Mulgrave  Terrace. 

8534.  Habitually  or  only  occasionally  ?— Occasionally. 

8535.  Did  you  ever  notice  anything  peculiar  about  the  well  water  last  year  ? — No  ; it 
was  not  very  good  during  the  cholera  time. 

8536.  You  do  not  know  of  anything  like  what  has  been  stated  to  us  with  regard  to 
some  springs  on  the  other  side  of  the  water ; viz.,  that  springs  ordinarily  bright  and 
sparkling  became  offensive  in  the  cholera  time  ? — No,  I did  not  notice  that. 
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8537.  Ordinarily  I believe  the  Whittle  Dean  water  is  good  and  satisfactory  \ 

8538.  It  is  a little  hard  ? — Yes. 

8539.  Are  the  public  baths  and  washhouses  now  in  operation  ? — They  are  being  erected. 
8510.  Will  you  favour  us  with  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  the  impurity  of  the 

water  may  have  had  upon  a bowel  epidemic  ? — I have  no  doubt  that  it  would  predi.spose 
the  public  generally  to  diarrhoea  and  make  them  more  susceptible  to  the  cholera  jioison. 

8541.  (ilD*.  Clephan)  Cannot  you  illustrate,  by  the  instance  of  New  Gateslicad,  that 
the  water  made  no  difference  at  all ; all  the  people  used  Whittle  Dean  water  ?— I think 
they  all  used  Whittle  Dean  water. 

8542.  Were  all  the  people  in  New  Gateshead  affected  by  the  epidemic  ? — No. 

8543.  {Chairman.')  Did  dysentery  prevail  here  much  in  Jidy  and  August  ? — No  ; in 
October  and  November  it  did. 

8544.  What  do  you  know  about  New  Gateshead  ? — It  consists  of  two  clumps  of 


buildings. 

8545.  Confining  your  attention  firstly  to  the  clump  in  wliich  the  great  mm-tality 
occurred,  those  seem  to  be  houses  each  having  a small  back  yard  ? — Yes. 

8546.  Existing  as  a single  row  except  for  one  half  of  the  length?— Yes. 

8547.  Comparatively  open  ? — Yes. 

8548.  Entirely  surrounded  by  country  ? — Just  so. 

8549.  And  therefore  presenting  certain  favourable  features.  There  is  no  sewerage 
there  of  course? — Yes,  they  are  all  well  sewered  there  ; they  have  water-closets  and  drains. 

8550.  Where  do  they  drain  into? — There  is  a large  sewer  tliere. 

8551.  (J/r.  Bateman.)  It  runs  down  from  New  Gatesliead  to  the  Tyne  ? — Yes. 

8552.  {Mr.  Clephan.)  A private  one? — Yes. 

8553.  [Chairman  to  Mr.  Clephan)  As  you  put  the  case,  the  part  where  there  was  no 
moi'tality  was  supplied  with  Whittle  Dean  water? — Both  parts  were  supplied  witli 
Whittle  Dean  water ; but  the  one  part  was  free  from  sickness,  and  the  otlier  part  had 
great  sickness  and  great  mortality ; therefore  the  Whittle  Dean  water  could  have  liad 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

8554.  {To  Mr.  Wilson.)  I see  in  the  one  block  of  New  Gateshead  three  cases  apparently, 
in  each  of  which  two  individuals  died  in  a single  house  ? — Yes. 

8555.  Did  you  attend  any  of  tliese  thirteen  cases? — I attended  the  major  part  of  them. 

8556.  If  the  houses  are  sewered  of  coiu’se  they  are  well  drained  also  ? — They  are  well 
drained,  and  I think  the  drains  are  all  trapped. 

8557.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Are  the  houses  of  the  same  character  ? — No ; the  houses  that 
were  free  from  disease  are  not  tenemented  ; they  had  not  a single  death  from  cholera. 
The  one  death  that  is  put  down  there  was  from  diarrhoea.  It  occurred  at  a late 
period  in  the  case  of  a child  who  was  brought  there, 

8558.  An  imported  case  ? — Yes. 

8559.  {Chairman.)  The  houses,  I understand  you  to  say,  in  which  no  mortality  occurred 
were  occupied  as  self-contained  houses  ? — Yes. 

8560.  With  little  gardens  and  yards  both  in  front  and  l)ehind  ? — Yes  ; they  are  well 
drained  also. 

8561.  They  are  more  open  in  one  respect  than  the  others,  and  again  in  another  respect 
they  are  less  open  ? — Both  parts  are  very  open. 

8562.  Both  parts  are  sufficiently  open,  you  think  ? — Yes.  Those  houses  which  wmi-e 
exempted  had  privies. 

8563.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  And  the  others  had  Avater-closets  ? — Yes. 

8564.  And  trapped  drains  ? — Yes,  both  had  trapped  drains. 

8565.  {Chairman)  How  did  these  trapped  drains  answer  ; did  you  ever  smell  au3’thing 
offensive  ? — The  drains  are  outside  in  the  yards. 

8566.  At  the  back  of  the  houses  ? — Ye.s.  I did  not  find  any  offensive  smell  at  all. 

8567.  They  are  external  water-closets? — Yes. 

8568.  Supposing  that  the  traps  of  those  water-closets  did  not  answer  well,  still  the 
exhalations  would  not  have  got  into  the  house  directly  ? — No. 

8569.  It  would  get  into  the  atmosphere  and  into  the  yard,  and  so  come  in  a dilute<l 
state  onl}^  into  the  house  ? — Just  so. 

8570.  What  circumstances  do  you  know  of  tending  to  explain  this  difference  of 
mortality,  except  that  the  one  set  of  houses  was  occupied  as  tenemented  houses,  and  the 
other  as  self-contained  houses?- — -The  self-contained  houses  are  occuj)ied  by  vei'v 
respectalJe  mechanics,  and  the  houses  themselves  are  very  well  ventilated. 

8571.  {Mr.  Clephan.)  They  are  called  draughty? — They  are  called  drauglity  in 
conse([uence  of  having  so  much  ventilation. 

8572.  {Chairman.)  In  the  block  whei’e  the  mortality  occurred  how  are  they 
ordinarily  let  ; does  each  tenant  occupy  one  room  or  two  rooms  ? — One  f>r  two  rooms. 

8573.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Are  they  ecpially  well  ventilated? — Thej'^  are  not  well  venti- 
lated. They  are  erected  in  si;ch  a manner  as  to  prevent  the  fine  admission  of  air. 

8574.  {Chojlrma/n)  Have  they  not  through  ventilation? — No. 

8575.  Have  they  thorough  ventilation  in  the  other  case? — Yes;  they  are  Avell 
ventilated. 

8576.  With  regard  to  these  houses  where  the  mortality  occui'red,  you  have  said  that 
they  were  liadly  constructed,  so  as  to  prevent  adecpiate  ventilation  ? — Yes. 
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8577.  Whereas  the  other  block  of  houses  which  were  exempt  from  cholera  were  much 
better  ventilated  ? — Yes  ; and  one  block  consisted  ot  tenemented  houses,  a whole  family 
occupying  a single,  or  at  most  two  rooms  ; whereas  in  the  other  each  family  occupied  a 
whole  house  containing  at  least  three  or  four  rooms. 

8578.  I see  from  this  plan  of  Mr.  Clephan's  and  the  references  on  it  that  the  amount 
of  overcrowding  was  nothing  very  startling  however  ? — No. 

8579.  The  number  of  people  present  in  one  house  seems  to  have  been  22,  four  families 
in  six  rooms? — Yes. 

8580.  Tliere  there  were  two  deaths  from  cholera,  and  I see  at  the  corner  house,  which 
has  no  back  ventilation  apparently,  and  whei-e  there  were  27  persons,  there  was  no  death 
at  all  ? — Yes  ; thei'e  was  back  ventilation  there  also  ; they  have  a gallery  outside. 

8581.  I see  there  are  five  houses,  each  holding  17  persons,  in  only  one  of  which  was 
there  a single  death  ? — Yes. 

8582.  Then  there  was  one  house  occupied  by  20  persons,  another  by  32  persons,  and 
another  by  19  persons,  in  which  there  was  no  mortality  at  all? — There  was  one  death 
from  cholera,  I believe,  in  the  house  containing  -32  persons. 

8583.  {Mr.  Clepkan.)  Do  you  know  that  those  houses  were  built  by  a gentleman  who, 
when  he  built  them,  tliought  that  he  was  building  a better  class  of  houses,  and  reall}^ 
wished  to  place  the  working  people  in  a better  condition  than  ordinarily  they  could 
occupy  at  Gateshead  ? — Yes  ; I believe  that  is  the  case. 

8584.  And  that  he  was  at  the  expense  of  making  a large  drain  down  to  the  river,  in 
order  that  they  miglit  have  a good  di'ainage  and  watei’-closets  ? — Yes. 

8585.  And  the  other  houses  had  pidvies  because  there  was  no  drain  wlien  they  were 
huilt  ? — Yes. 

8586.  But  they  were  built  with  very  small  ash-pits,  that  the  tenants  might  he  com- 
])elled  to  empty  them  at  short  intervals  ? — Yes. 

8587.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  The  difference  in  the  Dvo  cases  is  that  there  were  26  houses  in 
the  nortli  block  of  New  Gateshead  and  417  persons,  and  21  houses  (two  of  them  un- 
occupied) in  the  other  block  and  130  persons  only? — Yes.  The  small  rooms  upstairs  in 
the  north  block  are  not  ventilated  ; there  is  a window  and  a door  at  one  end,  and  no  fire- 
place, and  the  berl  is  in  the  opposite  comer,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  air  to  get  into  it. 

8588.  {Ghairma'u.)  Therefore  I am  to  understand  you,  I not  having  been  on  the  spot, 
that  the  ventilation  of  the.se  houses  where  the  mortality  occiiri'ed  was  very  bad  ? — Not 
very  bad,  but  not  so  perfect  nearly  as  in  the  other  case. 

8589.  The  rooms  are  cul  de  sacs? — The  bed-room  is  so,  but  the  larger  or  day-room  has 
a window  in  front  and  a door  behind.  Downstairs  again,  where  the  tenants  have  only 
one  room,  in  the  majority  (ff  instances  the  window  and  door  are  also  in  front. 

8590.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  greater  amount  of  mortality  occurred  upstairs  or 
ilowustairs  ? — I do  not  think  it  Avas  greater  in  tlie  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

8591.  There  was  no  matei'ial  difference? — No. 

8592.  {Mr.  Batenin  II.)  'I'henthe  difference  of  circumstances  appears  to  be  this,  that  in  the 
one  case  they  are  self-contained  houses,  occupied  by  one  family  and  having  privies? — Yes. 

8593.  Better  A'entilated  also? — Yes,  and  inhaliited  by  a higher  class  of  mechanics  too, 
I believe. 

8594.  Who  used  Whittle  Dean  water? — Tes. 

8595.  And  the  others  are  let  off  in  tenements,  occupied  by  several  families,  not  so  well 
ventilated,  having  water-closets,  and  using  Whittle  Dean  water  ? — Yes. 

8596.  Therefoi’e  Whittle  Dean  water  could  not  have  much  to  do  with  the  question,  you 
think  ? — No. 

8597.  {Mr.  Glephan.)  In  addition  to  the  mortality  there,  was  there  gi'eat  sickness  in  that 
northern  block  of  houses  ? — Yes,  very  much  more  sickness  in  that  block  than  in  the  other. 

8598.  {Ghairman.)  When  you  went  into  these  houses  was  there  any  obvious  vitiation 
of  the  atmosphere? — In  the  bed-rooms  there  was  especially.  The  bed-rooms  were 
exceedingly  close  and  very  disagreeable. 

8599.  When  you  went  into  the  room  you  felt  it  ? — Very  badly  indeed. 

8600.  Supposing  you  had  not  had  the  instance  of  this  exempted  block  of  houses  near 
to  contrast  with  it,  would  the  amount  of  mortality  in  the  other  block  have  astonished 
you  from  what  you  knew  of  it  ? — I should  have  felt  rather  surprised,  considering  the 
good  drainage. 

8601.  {Mr.  Bai&ijfian)  How  do  you  make  the  analysis  of  the  circumstances  of  these 
houses  coincide  Avith  the  opinion  which  you  expressed  a short  time  since,  that  you  thought 
that  the  use  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water  would  ratlier  induce  disease  during  that  time  ? 
— I think  it  wovdd. 

8602.  But  here  is  a case  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  a block  of  houses  using  Whittle 
Dean  water  do  not  appear  to  have  been  affected? — None  with  cholera;  they  did,  however, 
suffer  slightly  fr’om  diarrhoea,  but  not  so  much  as  the  others  ; and  they  were  under  very 
careful  medical  surveillance  the  whole  of  the  time. 

8603.  I understand  you  also  to  say  that  there  was  less  sickness  there,  comparing  that 
block  of  houses  Avith  the  rest  of  the  district  ?— Much  less  sickness. 

8604.  {Ghairnuin.)  There  were,  in  fact,  thirteen  deaths  from  cholera  in  a population  of 
417  ; that  would  be  one  in  thirty-two.  However,  the  ventilation  was  decidedly  bad, 
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tuere  was  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding,  and  the  population  was  of  a rather  lower 
class  and  their  habits  not  so  favourable  as  in  the  other  block? — Yes. 

8605.  There  is  an  appreciable  distinction  between  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  two 
blocks,  although  not  so  great  apparently  as  the  difference  in  the  mortality? — Yes. 

8606.  Do  you  know  any  other  case  equally  striking  with  that? — No. 

8607.  That  is  probably  the  most  startling  case  which  you  came  across  in  Gateshead  ? 
—Yes. 

8608.  The  impression  derivable  from  those  facts  rather  goes  to  confirm  an  idea  of  my 
own,  viz.,  that  overcrowding  and  the  want  of  ventilation  is  habitually  a more  directly 
serious  evil  than  the  want  of  adequate  drainage  ? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Clephan.)  I quite  think  so.  I think  almost  the  whole  facts  of  the  epidemic  will 
go  to  that  conclusion.  Overcrowding  and  the  want  of  ventilation,  I think,  are  the  most 
powerful  causes. 

8609.  (Chairman.)  Dr.  Jollie,  I think,  expressed  an  opinion  coinciding  with  that,  viz., 
that  on  the  whole  he  thought  the  greatest  sanitary  evil  probably  was  overcrowding  ? — 
(Mr.  Wilson.)  Yes,  it  is  so. 

8610.  Would  your  opinion  also  concur  with  that  which  regards  overcrowding  and 
the  vitiation  of  the  atmosphere  by  overcrowding  as  the  most  serious  of  sanitary  evils  ? 
—Yes. 

8611.  Upon  that  assumption,  supposing  it  to  be  true  that  the  vitiation  of  the 
atmosphere  by  overcrowding  is  the  worst  predisposing  cause,  the  facts  of  the  case  of  New 
Gateshead  are  not  so  unintelligible  as  they  might  otherwise  be  ? — No. 

8612.  And  you  would  be  almost  disposed  to  accept  that  explanation  to  a certain 
extent  ? — That  is  almost  the  only  one  which  you  can  accept. 

8613.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  case  which  we  can  investigate,  presenting  anything 
like  the  same  features  as  New  Gateshead? — No,  I may  mention  the  particular  exemption 
of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  from  cholera ; we  had  not  one  case  of  cholera  there. 

8614.  Where  is  the  workhouse  ? — It  is  situated  on  the  high  ground  upon  the  lulls.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  on  the  map  before  you. 

8615.  What  was  the  number  of  inmates  ? — I think  about  160  or  170. 

8616.  What  would  the  workhouse  properly  hold  ? — (Mr.  Garbutt.)  220. 

8617.  (To  Mr.  Wilson)  Then  it  was  anything  but  overcrowded? — There  was  not  much 
overcrowding. 

8618.  How  many  do  you  think  it  would  hold  properly,  with  a due  regard  to  ventila- 
tion ? — I have  not  considered  that  question  ; but  we  had  a less  number  of  inmates  at  that 
time  than  we  had  had  for  some  time  prior. 

8619.  Then  you  were  not  so  crowded  as  usual  ? — No, 

8620.  Had  you  much  diarrhoea  ? — We  had  some  diarrhoea,  but  it  was  generally  taken 
at  the  commencement  and  conquered. 

8621.  It  was  not  very  extensive  ? — No. 

8622.  Out  of  your  160  people,  how  many  cases  did  you  have  ? — I cannot  say  ; so  many 
slight  cases  occurred  merely  from  fear  that  it  is  difiicult  to  say. 

8623.  Had  you  any  severe  cases  of  diarrhoea? — No,  it  was  always  checked  at  the 
commencement.  There  was  plenty  of  medicine  on  the  spot,  and  one  of  the  outbuildings 
was  made  into  a hospital. 

8624.  You  had  nothing  severe  even  in  the  form  of  choleraic  diarrhoea  ? — No. 

8625.  The  workhouse  is  well  away  from  the  rest  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

8626.  Is  the  ventilation  good  ? — Not  veiy  good  ; the  rooms  are  low. 

8627.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  But  the  situation  is  airy  ? — Very  airy. 

8628.  (Chairman.)  Under  favourable  circumstances,  then,  supposing  cholera  were  to 
return  here  in  1854,  and  you  not  to  be  overcrowded  in  the  workliouse,  I suppose  you 

would  look  forward  to  obtaining,  at  all  events,  a comparative  immunity  again  ? I should 

entertain  some  anxiety  with  regard  to  it,  considering  the  character  of  the  inliabitants  of 
the  workhouse.  Many  of  them  are  broken-down  in  constitution. 

8629.  Apart,  however,  from  the  personal  characters  and  the  damaged  constitutions  of 
the  people,  you  would  look  forward  to  a comparative  immunity?— I should. 

8630.  (Mr.  Clephmi.)  Was  there  cholera  in  the  workhouse  in  1849  ? — I cannot  say. 

{Mr.  OarhvM.)  I think  not  in  the  workhouse.  Persons  affected  were  carried  there. 

8631.  ( Chairman  to  Mr.  Wilson)  Do  you  doubt  that  cholera  in  so  far  follows  the  laws 
of  other  ordinary  e])idemics,  such  as  typhus,  that  you  may  expect  the  same  immunity 
from  cholera  under  proper  sanitary  arrangements  which  we  obtain  in  respect  of  typhus 
by  proper  sanitary  arrangements  in  prisons  and  workhouses,  and  so  on  ? — ] tbinlc  so. 

8632.  You  do  not  see  any  reason  to  doubt  it  ? — None  a,t  all. 

8633.  There  is  no  doubt  something  peculiar  as  to  the  origin  of  cholera.  We  do  not 
seem  to  breed  it  on  the  spot  as  we  do  typhus  ? — No,  I think  not. 

3 T 2 


R.  H.  Wilson,  Esq, 
8tli  March  1854. 


508 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


V 


E.  H.  Wilson,  Esq.  8634-.  But  .after  it  lias  made  its  appear.ance,  you  can  arrest  it  in  the  form  o diarrhoea 

^ and  you  can  prevent  its  development  into  a fatal  form  as  completely  as  you  can  typhus 

8th  March  18j4.  proper  arrangements  as  to  diet  and  sanitary  conditions? — Just  so. 

8635.  {Mr.  Gle'pltan.^  Is  it  contagious? — I think  so. 

8636.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  In  that  opinion  you  differ  from  a consider.able  number  of  your 
professional  brethren,  do  you  not  ? — There  is  a division  in  the  profession. 

8637.  (Mr.  Cleplian.)  You  do  not  mean  that  it  depends  upon  contagion  for  its  trans- 
mission .altogether  ? — No,  by  no  means. 

8638.  {3Ir.  Bateman.)  Do  you  believe  that  it  m.ay  be  conveyed  from  person  to  person, 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  conveyed  not  having  lived  in  the  same  air  as  the  person  who 
caught  it  ? — I think  so. 

8639.  {Chairman.)  T.aking  this  c.ase  : Supposing  I inhabit  a very  unhealthy  district 
and  there  catch  it,  and  Avith  the  disease  upon  me  go  and  stay  with  a friend  of  mine  who 
lives  in  a model  house  in  a healthy  district,  do  you  think  that  he  or  any  of  his  family 
Avould  be  likely  to  take  it  ? — I should  think  they  would  not  be  very  much  predisposed  to 
it  ; but  if  they  Avere  jiredisposed  to  cholera,  they  would  easily  t.ake  it.  You  must  take 
the  poison  with  you ; they  Avould  not  have  it  unless  you  took  the  poison,  even  if  they 
Avei’e  predisposed. 

8640.  You  haA’e  been  good  enough  to  put  in  a report  on  the  sanibary  condition  of  the 
various  localities  in  the  northern  district  of  the  Gatesliead  Union.  I think  Ave  have  antici- 
pated by  our  questions  a good  deal  of  the  eAudence  in  this  report  ? — I think  about  the 
whole  of  it. 

8641.  You  put  in  this  report  .and  this  table,  hoAvever,  for  us  to  make  such  use  of  as  on 
re-perusal  of  your  evidence  may  seem  to  be  requisite  ? — I do  so. 

8642.  Does  any  other  point  occur  to  yourself  on  Avhich  Ave  have  not  elicited  your 
opinion  ? — I m.ay  mention  that  the  first  case  of  cholera  Avhich  I had  Avas  on  the  4th  of 
SeptemlAer.  On  the  Sunday,  the  day  folloAving,  the  inspector  of  nuisances  was  most 
Avilliiig  to  adopt  wh.atever  system  for  cleansing  the  parts  of  the  town  I might  advise. 

8643.  At  the  moment  the  epidemic  came  upon  you  the  authorities  no  doubt  .acted  most 
vigorously  and  energetically  to  meet  the  thing  ? — Yes  ; and  commenced  whitewashing 
and  supplying  lime  to  AvhiteAV.ash  the  premises. 

8644.  In  skating  that  I suppose  you  would  also  be  of  opinion  that  no  amount  of  energy 
dispLajmd  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  Avhen  the  epidemic  is  upon  you,  Avill  compens.ate 
for  any  degree  of  negligence  that  may  have  been  shown  in  preventing  the  advent  of  it 
— It  Avill  not  compensate  for  it. 

8645.  They  Avere  energetic  in  ende.avouring  to  cure,  but  Averc  unable  to  remedy  the 
Avant  of  preAUOUs  prevention  ? — Yes. 

8646.  I suppose  you  enterbain  no  doubt  upon  the  subject  of  the  efficacy  of  house-to- 
house  visitation  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

8647.  Would  you  like  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Health 
officers  ? — No. 

8648.  Do  you  think  you  have  .any  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  efforts  of  the 
officers  sent  doAvn  by  the  General  Board  of  Health  ? — No. 

8649.  You  Avere  perfectly  satisfied  ? — Perfectly  so. 

8650.  H.ave  any  comjdaints  been  made  of  them  on  this  side  of  the  water  ? — The 
Generfil  Board  of  Health  had  not  much  to  do  in  Gateshead. 

8651.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  H.ad  they  anythiug  to  do  materially  with  Gateshead? — At  first 
Mr.  Gr.aiuger  visited  us,  and  he  gave  us  very  excellent  advice,  Avhich  Ave  were  very 
.anxious  to  carry  out  ; that  Avas  in  the  house-to-house  visitation, 

8652.  After  that  did  he  very  much  interfere  with  your  proceedings  ? — Not  afterwards. 

8653.  {Chairman.)  You  were  left  to  manage  for  yourselves  ? — Yes. 


The  follovAng  is  the  Report  by  Mr.  Wilson,  alluded  to  in  his  evidence  foregoing : 

Keport  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  various  localities  in  the  Northern  District  of 
the  Gateshead  Union,  Avhere  Cholera  during  the  late  very  fatal  epidemic  prevailed. 
On  the  first  appearance  of  the  cholera,  I divided  the  district  into  seven  sub-districts, 
viz. : 

f . PipeAvellgate. 

2.  Hillgate. 

3.  Barn  Close. 

4.  O.akAvellgate. 

5.  Eastern  or  South  Shore. 

6.  Dm'ham  Koad  ( west  side  of  High  Street). 

7.  Sunderland  Road  (east  side  of  High  Street). 
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To  each  of  these  a medical  visitor  -was  appointed,  whose  duties  were  to  go  from  house 
to  house,  and  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  inmates ; to  treat  all  cases  of 
simple  diarrhoea,  and  at  once  to  report  to  me  every  case  of  approaching  cholera  or  cholera  ; 
and  I am  enabled  from  my  daily  and  nightly  visitations  to  tliese  several  localities,  to 
draw  up  a brief  account  of  their  sanitary  condition,  and  thus  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
tlie  causes  Avhich  predisposed  the  inhabitants  to  the  outbreak. 

As  could  have  been  predicted,  the  epidemic  has  chiefly  been  confined  to  those  places 
where  the  most  defective  drainage  and  ventilation  and  the  greatest  overci'OAvding  have 
prevailed. 

In  Pipeivellgate  and  Hillgate  the  disease  has  been  most  rife  and  fatal ; and  to  detect 
the  reason  of  this  but  a cursoiy  consideration  is  required.  These  streets  are  very  narrow 
and  ill  paved ; and  passing  off  from  them  at  right  angles  are  numerous  very  close  and 
confined  alleys  and  courts.  On  the  north  side  of  these  streets,  the  alleys  open  upon  the 
river,  but  on  the  south  they  are  built  against  the  bankside  ; consequently  their  walls  are 
always  in  a damp  state  ; ventilation  and  drainage  are  almost  Avholly  neglected ; the 
whole  of  the  dirty  water  and  general  refuse  from  the  houses  on  the  bank  on  the  south 
of  Pipewellgate  runs  down  openly  into  this  sti'eet,  and  here  again,  openly  for  some 
distance,  until  it  can  escape  into  the  river  by  some  other  narrow  alley.  And  not  only 
does  the  refuse  from  these  dAvelling-houses  drain  into  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  but  also 
the  most  filthy  and  noxious  Avashings  from  triperies,  and  A’ery  offensively  smelling  fluids 
from  glue  manufactories  and  a fellmongery  ; so  that,  in  truth,  those  tAvo  streets  are  in 
themselves  little  better  than  open  sewers,  while  in  many  of  the  alle3^s  leading  from  them 
to  the  river  large  collections  of  decaying  A’egetable  and  human  excrementitious  ] natter 
may  always  be  found.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  PipcAvellgate,  for  Hillgate  can  boast 
of  having  a few  gratings  in  it  to  drain  off  fluids. 

In  these  sub-districts  there  are  no  water-closets,  and  but  A^ery  feAv  privies,  and  tliese 
are  for  the  most  part  so  filthy  as  to  be  unfit  for  use.  The  female  part  of  the  inhabitants 
and  children  are  compelled  to  obey  the  necessities  of  life  in  their  OAvn  dwellings,  Avhich 
usually  consist  each  of  a single  room,  and  the  refuse  is  allowed  to  drain  openly  into  tlie 
narrow  streets  below,  or  else  is  thrown  upon  the  open  bank,  whereby  the  atmosphere  is 
constantly  and  very  liberally  .supplied  Avith  the  most  pestiferous  effluvia. 

OvercroAvding  prevails,  and  in  some  cases  to  an  extent  almost  incredible.  For  instance, 
in  Pitman’s  Entry,  Pipewellgate,  is  to  be  found  a room  about  12  feet  square,  in  Avhich 
exist  twelve  human  beings,  who  gain  a living  by  gathering  coals  and  flreAvood  out  of  the 
river  at  low  water ; and  this  apology  for  a dAvelling  serves  as  a store  for  large  (pantities 
of  these  wet  materials,  as  well  as  the  abode  of  these  twelve  mi.serable  being.s. 

Registered  lodging-houses  have  been  but  lightly  visited  Avith  the  disease. 

The  Barn  Close  District  consists  of  a numl)er  of  streets  of  but  recent  erection, 
Brunswick,  Mulgrave,  Ocean,  Russell  Terraces  ; Melbourne,  Grosvenor,  Victoria,  AVilliam, 
and  Pollock  Streets.  The  houses  are  principally  two  storied.  Many  have  cellar  rooms, 
and  are  for  the  most  part  tenemented,  though  erected  for  occupation  as  single  dAvellings. 
The  cellars  are  generally  occupied  by  the  very  poor,  including  many  Irish.  Each  house 
has  a flagged  back  j^ard,  in  which  is  a water  tap,  sink  for  dirty  Avater,  privy,  and  ashqut. 
Sewerage  is  very  incomplete,  and  the  streets  are  for  the  most  pait  either  partially  paA-ed 
or  not  at  all.  The  back  yards  are  in  most  instances  clean  and  orderly. 

In  Grosvenor  and  A^ictoria  Streets  the  cellars  are  approached  from  the  back  yards  by 
outside  stone  steps.  At  the  foot  of  each  flight  is  a small  grate  in  connection  Avith  a drain, 
for  the  purpose  of  draining  off  any  water  that  may  here  collect.  But  these  drains  are  so 
imperfect  as  to  permit  a l)ack  flow  of  dirty  and  jmlluted  Avater,  Avhich  gives  off  most 
offensive  and  pernicious  effluvia  at  the  very  thresholds  of  the  dwellings. 

In  BrunsAvick  Terrace,  at  the  lower  or  north  end,  the  yards  are  completely  boxed  in. 
Indeed,  a back  flagged  room  forms  the  yard,  in  which  is  a privy,  ashqjit,  water-tap,  and 
untrapped  sink  ; and  immediately  above  there  is  a room,  forming  in  some  cases  the  sole 
dwelling  for  a family. 

The  first  case  of  cholera  in  the  epidemic  of  1853  occurred  in  Victoria  Street,  and  the 
victims  of  that  justly  dreaded  disease  in  this  sub-district  Avere  chiefly  amongst  the 
occupants  of  the  cellars  there.  The  imperfect  drainage,  the  privy  collections,  and  the 
contiguity  of  the  houses  of  this  sub-district,  (both  of  the  better  and  tenemented  class,) 
killing-shops,  and  other  generators  of  foul  effluvia  open  to  our  vieAV  poAA^erful  ^^redisposinn- 
causes  to  disease  generally  ; and  that  cholera  should  seize  upon  some  of  the  occupants  o 
these  houses  for  its  victims  need  excite  but  little  surprise. 

The  Oahvmllgate  District  comprehends  that  part  of  the  toAvn  extending  from  Cannon 
Street  to  OakAvellgate  Chare,  and  bounded  on  the  Avest  by  High  Street.  It  includes 
Garden  Street,  Oakwellgate  Chare,  and  the  courts,  Ac.,  east  of  OakAvellgate  Street. 
Here  also  the  disease  has  been  most  rife,  and  here,  as  in  the  other  mentioned  districts  it 
has  chiefly  prevailed  in  the  numerous  confined  and  dirty  courts.  Some  of  the  courts  are 
clean  and  well  kept ; and  as  an  example  of  this,  AVoolston’s  Yard  may  be  named  ■ but 
this  is  hemmed  in  l)y  numerous  buildings  and  other  courts  but  indiiferently  maintained 
by  far  the  majority  of  them  being  ill  paved  and  drained,  and  badly  ventilated  There 
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?.  H.  Wilson, Esq.  are  few  and  miserably  kept  privies  and  overflowing  ashpits.  Bakehouse  Entry  may  be 
■ mentioned  as  a place  where  not  only  cholera  but  disease  generally  luxuriates,  and  the 

8th  Miiit..!  1354.  filthy  privy  and  ashpit,  bad  drain,  and  crowded  rooms,  will  immediately  account  for  this. 

Oakwellgate  Lane  is  a dirtj^,  narrow,  badly  and  partially  paved  lane,  with  tenemented 

houses.  There  are  no  privies  nor  middens.  The  dirty  water  is  thrown  into  a channel  in 
front  of  the  houses,  and  from  the  imeven  state  of  the  sui-face,  it  escapes  but  by  evaporation. 
The  houses  are  also  frequently  damp  and  overcrowded. 

Sunderland  Road  District  comprehends  the  east  side  of  High  Street  from  Oakwellgate 
Chare  southwards,  and  consists  chiefly  of  courts  and  narrow  lanes  leading  therefrom. 

Union  Lane  and  Leonard’s  Court  deserve  particular  notice.  In  the  former  the  houses, 
which  are  all  tenemented,  occupy  one  side  of  the  lane,  and  two  or  three  yards  in  their 
front  is  a high  wall,  at  the  lower  part  of  which  are  several  openings,  serving  for  the  passage 
of  foul  liquids  and  solids  fi'om  the  houses  on  the  other  side  the  wall.  These  deposit 
themselves  before  the  doors  and  windows  in  Union  Lane,  much  to  the  annoyance  and 
injury  of  the  inhabitants,  who  bitterly  complain  of  the  nuisance.  Drainage  is  very 
imperfect,  and  privy  accommodation  altogether  wanting. 

It  will  be  difficult  indeed  to  find  words  to  describe  the  condition  of  Leonard’s  Court. 
It  is  what  is  commonly  called  a blind  court  (a  cul  de  sac).  It  is  unpaved  and  undrained. 
The  surface  is  very  uneven,  and  retains  not  only  the  whole  of  the  dirty  water  from  the 
houses  fronting  the  court,  but  also  much  foul  matter  of  other  kinds,  which  is  everywhere 
scattered  about.  Harrow  and  filthy  passages  lead  to  close,  confined,  and  unpaved  back 
yards,  where  the  whole  surface  is  completely  covered  by  the  polluting  filth.  A privy  may 
be  seen  literally  flooded  with  liquid  ordure,  and  in  some  the  total  absence  of  anything 
like  drainage  causes  water  to  be  retained  until  it  becomes  green  with  vegetation,  and  over 
which  you  have  to  pass  upon  stepping-stones  before  you  can  reach  the  habitations. 
Everywhere  you  are  assailed  with  most  oftensive  odours.  The  occupants  of  these  houses 
are  almost  wholly  poor  Irish,  and  when  I say  that  their  haliits  generally  (as  is  to  be 
expected)  are  in  keeping  with  the  place,  some  idea  may  be  formed  as  to  the  internal 
condition  of  the  dwellings.  Cholera  here  made  sad  havoc,  and  now  fever  claims  its  turn. 
Indeed,  it  is  a constant  and  favourite  haunt  of  disease.  All  trace  of  superficial  cleansing 
which  this  place  imderwent,  on  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  September,  is  now  about  lost 
sight  of,  and  things  are  again  assuming  their  wonted  appearance.  In  this  district  are 
also  several  new  streets,  which  are  totally  unpaved  and  undrained.  These  may  be 
described  as  being  bounded  by  Nun’s  Lane,  Park  Street,  and  High  Street.  The  furrows 
which  here  exist  enable  much  water  to  become  stagnant,  and  the  houses  are  badly 
ventilated.  Many  are  tenemented,  but  cleanliness  and  good  order  is  generally  maintained 
within.  Here  also  cholera  claimed  some  victims. 

Durham  Road  District  forms  the  counterpart  of  the  last-mentioned  division.  It 
extends  southward  from  the  railway  arch  in  High  Street.  Here  the  most  of  my  patients 
occupied  houses  in  confined  courts  and  alleys  leading  from  High  Street,  such,  for  instance, 
as  Powell’s  Yard  in  Busy  Burn,  Marshall’s  Yard,  and  Gordon’s  Yard.  Some  also  inhabited 
those  houses  which  have  been  recently  built  in  Lamb  ton  Terrace  and  Nelson  Street, 
chiefly  the  dark,  ill-ventilated,  and  unwholesome  cellars  which  there  exist.  The  courts, 
&c.,  in  this  district  are  in  much  the  same  state  as  those  mentioned  in  other  districts  ; but, 
happily,  we  have  no  Leonard’s  Court. 

The  Eastern  or  South  Shore  District  is  very  wide,  stretching  from  East  Street  and 
Hillgate  End  as  far  as  Friar’s  Goose,  having  the  river  on  the  north  and  Sunderland  Road 
on  the  south.  In  this  division  are  many  large  manufactories,  the  chief  and  most  extensive 
of  which  are  iron  and  chemical  works  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyne.  It  includes  a colliery, 
glassworks,  &c.  In  tlieir  immediate  neighbourhood  are  many  very  irregularly  built 
houses,  Avhich  are  for  the  most  part  tenemented,  and  occupied  by  mechanics  and  labourers. 
Here  we  find  sanitary  measures  but  little  heeded,  as  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  houses 
are  ill-ventilated,  have  badly  situated  and  oveiMowing  ashpits,  no  privies,  nor  any  drainage, 
and  water  in  many  cases  has  to  be  brought  from  distant  sources.  Besides  these  there  are 
some  clumps  of  new  houses,  two  of  which  are  openly  situated  a little  east  of  Gateshead, 
each  cluster  comprising  two  or  three  rows  of  two-storied  houses.  Both  are  on  the  same 
elevation  and  exposed  to  similar  atmospheric  influences,  are  well  drained  and  liberally 
supplied  with  water  from  the  same  source ; the  one  cluster  have  privies,  the  other  water- 
closets.  Yet  in  the  one  disease  has  been  very  rife  and  mortality  great,  while  in  the  other 
there  has  not  been  a single  death,  and  a very  few  cases  of  diarrhoea  only.  Those  houses, 
however,  in  which  the  disease  has  prevailed  are  tenemented,  and  are  constructed  so  as  not 
to  allow  a free  passage  of  air  through  them,  and  in  many  cases  a single  apartment  is  used 
by  a family  for  boUi  a day  and  sleeping  room.  Cleanliness,  and  not  very  much 
overcrowding,  is  observed.  To  each  house  is  a water-closet.  The  occupants  are  chiefly 
mechanics.  The  more  healthy  set  of  houses  ai’e  so  planned  as  to  aftbrd  a constant  current 
of  afr  through  both  flats,  and  are,  in  fiict,  called  by  the  tenants  draughty.  Each  house 
is  here  occupied  by  one  family,  and  the  upper  rooms  are  used  as  sleeping  apartments  only, 
and  each  of  these  dwellings  has  a well-kept  privy. 

4,  Melbourne  Street,  November  1853.  R.  H.  Wilson, 

Medical  Offi^cer. 
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Summary  of  Cases  of  Choleraic  Disease  coming  under  the  treatment  of  the  Medical  li.  //.  Wilson,  Esq. 

Officer,  and  discovered  and  treated  by  the  Medical  Visitors.  

8th  March  1854. 


North  District,  consisting  of  the  undermentioned  Sub-districts. 
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Disease. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Cholera 

264 

159 

Approaching  Cholera  - - - - 

103 

- 

Diarrhoea  ------ 

1,721 

6 

Total  _ . - - 

2,088 

165 

Total  Nundier  of  Deaths  from  Cholera  and  Diarrhma  during  tlie  late  outbi'eak — 43.S. 

R.  11.  Wilson. 

Medical  Officer. 


Cornelius  Garjuitt,  E.sq.,  examined. 

8654.  {Chairriuin.)  You  are  cliairmau  o'l  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  Gateshead 
Union? — I am. 

8655.  You  liave  been.  ])resent  here  tlie  wliole  day,  and  you  liave  lieard  the  e\’i(h,mce 
given  by  Mr.  Brady,  by  Dr.  Jollie,  and  l)y  Mr.  Wilson,  as  also  the  fuw  answers  tiiat 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


C.  Garhutt,  Esq  were  given  by  Mr.  Kell  and  other  persons  ; have  yoli  any  reason  to  dissent  from  the 
opinions  expressed  there  so  far  as  you  know  ? — Not  at  all. 

8th  March  1854.  8G56.  Pretty  strong  opinions  have  been  expressed  as  regards  the  connexion  which  exists 

between  the  virulence  of  cholera  and  bad  sanitary  condition,  filth,  and  so  on ; upon 

that  point  you  would  agree  also  ? — Perfectly. 

8857.  And  it  has  also  been  stated  that  considerable  districts  of  the  town  were  in  a very 
bad  sanitary  state  ; do  you  agree  in  that  also  ? — Pretty  generally. 

8658.  And  that  with  the  exception  of  certain  external  points,  such  as  paving, 
scavenging,  and  sewering  the  main  thoroughfares,  the  town  at  large,  especially  tlie  ]joorer 
districts,  which  constitute  the  ordinary  seats  of  disease,  have  not  been  materially 
improved  of  late  years  ? — Not  materially.  I perfectly  agree  in  the  whole  of  tlie  testimony 
which  has  preceded. 

8651).  Do  you  happen  to  be  a member  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health? — Yes. 

8660.  The  provisional  order  bringing  Gateshead  within  the  operation  of  the  Public 
Plealth  Act  was  dated  1st  February  1851  ? — Yes. 

8661.  In  the  same  year  a supplemental  public  Act  was  passed,  on  the  7th  of  August, 
giving  the  force  of  a statute  to  tliat  provisional  order.  Do  you  remember  when  the  Board 
first  began  to  exercise  the  powers  thereby  conferred  upon  it  ?— T believe  not  generally 
until  1852. 

8662.  What  period  in  1852  would  it  be  ? — It  would  be  in  the  spring,  I think;  early  in 
the  year. 

8663.  You  began  to  act  in  the  spring  of  1852  ? — I think  so. 

8664.  Your  byelaws  I see,  which  I have  gone  through,  and  which  i-efer  to  a great  many 
details,  bear  date  the  3d  of  March  1852  ? — Yes  ; I think  that  was  about  the  time. 

8665.  That  would  imply,  however,  an  attention  to  the  subject  of  those  byelwas  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  for  some  months 'before  ? — A considerable  period  before.  Mr.  Hall 
entered  on  his  office  as  survejmr  to  the  Board  in  the  November  previous. 

8666.  Then  in  fact  the  Board  began  its  preliminary  operations  in  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  in  which  the  Public  Health  Act  was  applied  to  the  town  ? — Yes. 

8667.  And  in  the  spring  of  the  next  year  jmu  had  already  passed  byelaws  with  regai’d 
to  lodging-houses,  street  cleansing,  nuisances,  slaughter-houses,  and  great  many  other 
])oints  ? — Yes.  At  the  commencing  of  beginning  to  work  a new  Act  a little  time  is 
required  to  make  the  machinery  perfect. 

8668.  {Mv.  Bateman.)  It  took  you  that  time  to  organise  your  machinery? — Yes  ; and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  the  Board  of  Health  have  been  very  particular  in  giving 
their  .sanction  to  new  erections,  to  see  that  they  are  proper,  and  that  there  was  every 
convenience  which  was  required  about  a house. 

8669.  (Gliairman?)  I suppose  as  chairman  you  must  be  cognizant  of  a good  deal  that 
has  l)een  done  ? — A great  deal. 

8670.  Have  you  thought  it  requisite  to  appoint  a medical  officer  under  the  40th  clause 
of  your  Public  Health  Act? — No;  unle.ss  it  has  lately  come  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  which  I have  not  attended  for  the  last  three  or  four 
months. 

8671.  By  the  40th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  you  are  authorized,  if  requisite,  to 
appoint  a lit  and  proper  person  to  be  the  medical  officer? — Yes.  We  have  not  thought 
lit  to  do  so,  as  fai-  as  1 know. 

8672.  It  has  not  been  suggested  at  any  time  by  or  before  the  Board  ? — No. 

8673.  Has  the  town  surveyor  been  directed  to  prepare  a map  ? — He  has  not.  We  have 
a very  good  map  of  the  borough. 

8674.  Some  steps  have  been  taken  with  a view  to  sewering  the  town,  have  they  not? — 
For  the  partial  sewering  of  it. 

8675.  But  you  have  not  deemed  it  requisite,  with  a view  to  those  sewer  proceedings, 
to  cause  any  additional  map  to  be  made  ? — -Until  important  sewerage  w orks  were  required 
to  be  done,  it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  have  a map.  An  application  was  made  by 
the  Board  to  the  Government  surveyors  for  a copy  of  the  Government  survey,  but  it  has 
not  been  oh'tained. 

8676.  (J/r.  Glephan.)  But  you  have  a large  portion  of  a map  prepared  ? — Yes,  of  tlie  east 
side  of  Gatesliead  there  is  a veiy  large  map  now  nearly  finished,  with  a view  to  the 
laying  dowm  of  a large  sew'er  in  that  direction. 

8677.  (Chairman?)  Then  by  the  43d  to  the  48th  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
you  are  authorized  to  deal  with  the  sewers.  I suppose  Mr.  Kell,  the  clerk  to  your 
Board,  would  be  the  more  projier  penson  to  give  the  details  of  what  has  been  done. — 
Yes. 

8678  By  the  49th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act  it  is  enacted  that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  newly  to  erect  any  house  or  to  re-build  any  house  which  may  have  been  pulled 
down,  until  drains  have  been  constructed  at  such  levels,  and  so  on,  as  the  surveyor  shall 
consider  requisite.  Can  you  say  whether  that  power  has  to  your  knowdedge  been  put  in 
force  as  fully  as  it  might  be  ? — It  has  been  very  rigorously  carried  out. 

8()79.  We  have  not  had  distinct  evidence  upon  the  subject,  but  an  allusion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Wilson  to  Nelson  Street.  The  conclusion  at  which  we  seemed  to  arrive  was  that 
Nelson  Sli-est  had,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  been  built  before  you  got  j:)Ower;  was  that 
a correct  statement? — Yes. 
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8680.  With  regard  to  the  other  street  to  which  we  alluded,  Trinity  Street,  which  has 
been  built  within  the  last  year  and  a half,  do  you  think  tliat  the  surveillance  of  the  town 
surveyor  was  exercised  in  respect  of  that  as  regards  di'ains  and  levels,  and  everything  ? — 
As  regards  every  house,  after  the  Act  came  into  operation. 

8681.  Then  there  is  a further,  power  to  this  effect,  tliat  “ if  at  any  time  upon  the  report 
“ of  the  surveyor  it  appear  to  the  Local  Board  that  any  house,  whether  built  before  or 
“after  the  time  Avhen  this  Act  is  applied  to  the  district  in  which  it  is  situate,  is  without 
“ any  drain,  or  without  such  a drain  as  is  sufficient,”  then  the  Local  Board  shall  have  ])ower 
to  compel  the  drainage  of  such  house,  supposing  it  be  within  100  feet  of  a sewer  capalile 
of  draining  the  house  ? — That  has  been  partially  acted  upon  in  one  or  two  instances. 

8682.  Your  sewerage  as  I understand  has  been  hitherto  so  deficient  that  there  are  not 
many  houses  probably  within  the  prescribed  100  feet  of  any  sewer  ? — No. 

8683.  But  when  it  has  been  so,  has  that  power  of  compelling  houses  within  100  feet 
of  existing  sewers  to  drain  themselves,  been  put  in  force  ? — In  one  or  two  instances  it  has, 
but  not  generally.  A street  called  Grahamsley  Street  is  an  illustration  of  that. 

8684.  Whereabouts  is  that  ? — That  is  south  of  here,  leading  westward  out  of  the  High 
Street. 

8685.  You  have  a sewer  in  that  street  drainino-  into  the  High  Street  sewer  ? — Yes. 

8686.  Have  you  compelled  the  people  in  Grahamsley  Street  to  drain  their  houses  into 
that  branch  sewer  ? — Yes. 

8687.  Then  to  a certain  extent  you  have  applied  your  powers  ? — Yes. 

8688.  Do  you  find  them  adequate  ? — Quite  adequate. 

8689.  You  no  doubt  have  some  explanation  to  offer  why  you  have  not  proceeded 
further  ? — I have  no  particular  reasons  to  assign  myself  A party  was  very  backward  in 
regard  to  his  payment.  In  Claremont  Place,  situated  on  the  West  Side,  it  lias  also  Ijeen 
compulsory.  We  have  also  wanted  a great  deal  of  money ; we  liave  not  been  al^le  to 
borrow  money. 

8690.  Would  you  say  that  you  have  exercised  your  power  to  the  extent  of  the  money 
that  you  have  had  ? — Much  beyond  it ; much  beyond  the  patience  of  the  people  who  have 
had  to  submit  to  the  operation  of  having  drains  put  in. 

8691.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  have  been  going  on  somewhat  faster  than  the  people 
wished  you  to  do  ? — Much  faster  ; there  were  deputations  out  of  number  on  occasions  of 
that  kind. 

8692.  (Chairman.)  You  have  experienced  difficulty  in  enforcing  that  power  to  the 
extent  to  which  you  might  have  wished  to  enforce  it  ? — Yes  ; it  was  almost  a point  of 
contention  with  the  various  portions  of  the  town,  where  it  has  been  enforced  of  late  ; 
legal  proceedings  have  almost  liad  to  be  taken  to  compel  it. 

8693.  People  are  not  aware  of  the  benefits  of  it  ? — No. 

8694.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  find  such  a disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  people  as 
to  hamper  your  proceedings  seriously? — Very  much;  there  are  of  course  exceptions  to 
that. 

8695.  To  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  you  to  give  up  works  of  benefit  which  you  would 
otherwise  carry  out  ?- — I think  not. 

8696.  Only  to  postpone  them? — It  delays  them  a little  while,  but  not  so  as  to  liave 
them  abandoned  altogether. 

8697.  {Chairman.)  I see  a power  to  compel  the  construction  of  water-closets  in 
factories  ; you  liave  a good  many  factories  about  here  ; has  that  power  been  put  in  force  ? 
— I believe  not ; most  of  the  manufactories  here  are  very  convenient  to  the  river,  which 
appears  to  be  the  water-closet  of  the  whole  neighbourhood. 

8698.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  a sufficient  provision  ? — I will  not  pretend  to  say  that 
it  is  so.  There  is  one  large  manufactory  here  which  has  had  iron  tanks  made  for  the 
refuse. 

8699.  Here  power  is  given  to  you  to  exact  a penalty  of  20Z.  from  any  person  refusing 
to  obey  your  orders  in  providing  a projier  water-closet  for  his  manufactory.  You  are  not 
aware  that  that  power  has  been  put  in  use  ? — I believe  not  ; I liave  no  doubt  it  would 
lie  put  into  force  provided  some  one  were  to  complain  of  the  defect  of  the  necessary 
arrangement. 

8700.  Then  there  is  a power  of  conqielling  persons,  before  building  or  rebuilding  houses, 
to  give  notice  to  tlie  Board  with  regard  to  levels,  cellars,  construction  of  privies,  and 
cess|)Ools,  and  so  on  ; has  your  town  surveyor  taken  advantage  of  that  power  ? — Yes. 

8701.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  exact  the  penalty  from  a person  endeavouring 
to  Imild  or  rebuild  without  ffivinof  such  notice  ? — I believe  in  two  instances  it  lias  been  so. 

8/02.  In  two  instances  you  have  had  occasion  to  exact  fines  ? — Yes. 

8703.  Then  the  54th  section  gives  you  power  to  provide  that  all  drains,  water-closets, 
privies,  and  cesspools  shall  be  constructed  and  kept  so  as  not  to  lie  a nuisance  or  injurious 
to  health.  I am  afraid  that  that  power  has  hai'dly  been  put  in  force.  We  sliall  get,  I 
suppose,  from  Mr.  Kell,  the  number  of  cases  in  which  anything  of  that  kind  has  been 
insisted  upon  ? — Yes. 

8704.  We  have  had  strong  evidence  to  the  effect  that  many  such  places  are  in  a 
very  sad  state  ? — I have  no  doidit  of  it. 

8705.  The  power  has  not  been  adequately  exercised? — I dare  say  it  has  been  exercised 
as  well  as  you  might  expect,  but  not  so  well  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 
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870G.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  The  reason  being  what  ? — The  unwillingness  of  the  parties  to 
obey  any  orders  given  by  the  authorities  unless  compelled  by  law  to  do  so. 

8707.  (Chairman.)  The  penalty,  for  not  doing  it,  however,  is  10s.  a day? — Yes;  we 
have  had  penalties  imposed,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  them. 

8708.  Similarly  as  to  surface  cleansing,  there  are  considerable  powers  given  you  here 
for  cleansing  the  streets  from  all  accumulations  of  filth.  We  have  had  evidence  that 
accumulations  of  that  kind  nevertheless  prevail  very  extensively  ? — They  do  prevail  still ; 
but  Gateshead  is  not  tlie  place  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  I mean  to  say  that  there  is  a 
visible  and  a daily  improvement  taking  place. 

8709.  Have  you  enforced  that  power  to  any  extent? — Yes. 

8710.  You  have  an  inspector  of  nuisances? — Yes. 

8711.  And  he  makes  reports  to  you? — I am  not  aware  that  he  does  make  reports,  but 
he  removes  a nuisance  where  it  is  seen. 

8712.  Have  you  no  record  of  the  reports  made  by  him  relative  to  the  nuisances  which 
he  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  becomes  acquainted  with  ? — There  may  be,  but  I am  not 
aware  of  it.  I have  not  paid  much  attention  to  that  point. 

8713.  Still  you  would  be  called  upon  to  sign  the  book,  would  you  not? — I am  not 
chairman  of  that  Board  ; I am  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  only,  and  merely  a 
member  of  that  body. 

8714.  I suppose  the  same  applies  to  the  powers  which  you  have  to  cause  offensive 
ditches  to  be  drained,  cleansed,  and  covered,  and  to  your  powers  for  abating  nuisances 
generally  ? — I dare  say  they  are  proceeded  upon  to  the  extent  which  the  means  would 
allow. 

8715.  That  the  rates  would  allow  ? — That  the  expenditure  of  the  rates  would  allow, 
and  the  rate-payers  think  they  have  already  had  too  much  imposed  upon  them. 

8716.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  What  amount  of  rate  do  you  levy  annually  ? — I really  do  not 
recollect  at  the  present  moment. 

8717.  (Chairman.)  Where  people  are  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be  aware  of  the  results  of 
these  things,  you  ought  hardly  to  consider  so  much  what  they  wish  or  want  as  what  they 
ought  to  want  and  wish  ? — IN  o ; our  rates  seem  to  have  undergone  a change  of  name. 
We  have  lost  sightof  the  old  ones  in  the  shaj)e  of  new  ones,  and  our  constituents  say  the 
new  ones  are  much  greater  than  the  old  ones. 

8718.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a better  feeling  gradually  diffu.sing  itself;  because 
if  the  same  state  of  things  which  has  prevailed  hitherto  were  to  continue  for  ever,  I am 
afraid  the  enlightened  portion  of  the  public  would  not  altogether  have  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  it  ? — I dare  say  not ; there  seems  to  be  a general  wish  to  have  things 
improved,  but  unfortunately  they  will  not  improve  them  at  their  own  cost. 

8719.  Do  you  think  that  the  feeling  of  the  rate-payers  in  that  respect  is  becoming 
more  reasonable  ? — I think  it  is. 

8720.  The  difficulties  which  you  have  experienced  in  the  enforcement  of  powers, 
which  imquestionably  are  not  only  desirable,  but  in  the  end,  economical,  you  think  are 
gradually  passing  away  ? — I think  so.  I think  they  are  rapidly  giving  way. 

8721.  You  look  forward  to  a more  satisfactory  enforcement  of  those  ]iowers  in  future 
years  than  has  hitherto,  under  the  circumstances,  been  jjracti cable  ? — Yes  ; I look  forward 
to  peojile  having  the  things  done  as  a pleasure,  and  not  on  compulsion  only. 

8722.  I am  quite  sure  that  if  you  only  get  them  to  look  into  the  statistics  of  expense 
and  so  on,  you  may  convince  them  over  and  over  again  that  every  shilling  spent  in  that 
way  saves  two  expended  in  another  ? — Yes. 

8723.  1 tliink  you  have  issued  regulations  relative  to  slaughter-houses  ? — Yes. 

8724.  Have  you  enforced  those  regulations  stringently  ? — Yes,  we  have,  very  strin- 
gently. 

(Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police.)  There  have  been  several  convictions  before  the 
magistrates. 

8725.  (To  Mr.  Garhutt.)  Your  powers  in  respect  of  common  lodging-houses  both  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  and  under  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  appear  to  have 
been  so  enforced  as  to  produce  a marked  diminution  of  mortality  in  the  houses  under 
your  smveillance  ? — Yes. 

8726.  As  far  as  I can  understand,  that  is  one  of  the  powers  which  you  have  most 
satisfactorily  enforced  ? — Yes  ; by  inspection  and  so  on. 

8727.  In  respect  of  slaughter-houses  and  common  lodging-houses,  your  powers  have 
been  well  put  in  operation  ? — Yes. 

8728.  As  to  the  occupation  of  cellars,  you  have  considerable  powers  under  the  67th 
section  ; but  we  have  had  evidence  to  the  effect  that  very  undesirable  cellar  residences 
have  been  occupied ; has  there  been  anything  to  interfere  with  your  putting  that  power 
into  force  ? — The  absence  of  a medical  inspector,  perhaps,  would  be  one  reason  why  it  has 
not  been  brought  before  the  Board. 

8729.  You  have  felt  the  want  of  a medical  ofiicer  in  that  respect? — I am  quite  wiUing 
to  admit  the  necessity  of  having  one,  but  I dare  say  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
may  differ  fi’om  me  upon  that  point. 

8730.  Have  your  inspectors  of  nuisances  any  written  instructions  issued  to  them  ? — 
I believe  they  have  ; and  the  town  surveyor',  Mr.  Hall,  attends  to  any  case  immediately. 
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8731.  Did  you  originally  issue  any  list  of  instructions  to  your  inspector  of  nuisances, 
directing  him  to  take  cognizance  of  the  state  of  cellar  residences  ?— I am  not  aware  of 
anything,  independently  of  those  byelaws. 

8732.  {Mr.  Glephan)  The  town  surveyor  is  the  inspector  of  nuisances,  is  he  not  ? — Yes. 

8733.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  remember  any  instance  in  which  a penalty  has  been 
exacted  for  the  occupation  of  a cellar  winch  was  not  fit  for  occupation  ? — I am  not  aware 
of  any  that  has  been  attempted  to  be  exacted. 

8734.  Do  you  remember  any  instance  at  aU  in  which  advantage  has  been  taken  of  that 
power  in  respect  of  cellar  residences  ? — I do  not. 

{Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police.)  Yes,  there  have  been  some  closed.  I know  some 
have  been  closed,  but  Mr.  Hall  will  be  the  person  to  explain  it ; he  has  the  control  of 
those  matters. 

8735.  {To  Mr.  Garhutt.)  With  respect  to  the  management  of  streets,  the  69th 
section  gives  you  power  to  compel  the  sewering,  levelling,  paving,  flagging  and 
channelling  of  private  streets  ; I am  afraid  the  private  courts  and  entries  of  this  t wn 
do  not  bear  testimony  to  any  extensive  exercise  of  that  power  ? — I may  mention  t o you 
that  Grahamsley  Street  was  a private  street ; and  there  have  been  three  or  four  instances 
of  other  streets  or  lanes  having  been  done  by  the  pubhc. 

8736.  You  have  exercised  your  powers  in  that  respect  to  a certain  extent  1 — Yes. 

8737.  Do  you  also  know  that  satisfactory  results  have  attended  the  enforcement  of 
those  powers  ? — Yes. 

8738.  And  you  mean  to  proceed  as  fast  as  your  ratepayers  will  let  you  ? — Quite  so. 

8739.  The  76th  clause  gives  you  power,  on  the  report  of  the  surveyor  and  under 
certain  circumstances,  to  cause  houses  compulsorily  to  be  supplied  with  water  ; do  you  know 
whether  that  power  has  been  enforced  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  case  having  occurred. 

8740.  Has  anything  been  done  towards  providing  new  burial  grounds  ? — No  ; we  have 
two  comparatively  new  burjdng  grounds  in  the  place. 

8741.  When  the  old  ones  are  shut  up  you  still  have  adequate  accommodation  in  that 
respect  ? — At  present  we  have,  but  the  quantity  of  ground  is  very  limited,  too  small  for 
the  size  of  the  place. 

8742.  You  are  at  this  moment  bringing  public  baths  and  washhouses  into  operation  ?— 
Yes,  they  are  in  course  of  erection. 

8743.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  impediments  having  been  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  exercise  of  these  powers  by  the  Local  Board,  except  the  unwillingness  of  the  rate- 
payers to  pay  rates  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  other  impediment. 

8744.  Would  you  have  expected  d priori  to  have  made  a greater  progress  in  the  two 
years  during  which  you  have  been  in  operation,  or  would  you  be  satisfied  with  the 
progress  which  you  have  made  ? — We  expected  to  do  more  than  double  the  work  which 
we  have  yet  done. 

8745.  Have  you  any  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  dwellings  of  the  poor er  classes  1 — N o, 
I think  not,  with  the  exception  of  HiUgate  and  Pipewellgate.  I know  them  to  be  very  bad. 

8746.  Do  you  know  much  of  them? — Yes,  I have  been  through  a good  deal  of  them 
this  last  year ; they  are  very  bad. 

8747.  Why  could  not  something  more  have  been  done,  under  the  powers  of  the  Local 
Board  of  Health,  in  the  way  of  compelling  the  emptying  of  those  privies  and  ashpits, 
and  so  on  ? — I believe  it  is  in  contemplation  to  insist  upon  those  powers  there. 

8748.  You  have  plenty  of  power  ? — Yes  ; to  take  the  whole  scavenging  of  the  town. 

8749.  You  have  power  enough  to  make  a model  towm  of  it  gradually? — Yes;  but  I 
am  afraid  not  power  to  pull  those  old  places  down. 

{Mr.  Glephan.)  I believe  they  are  in  a condition  that  is  not  mendable  ; and  that  there 
are  many  localities  very  much  in  the  state  that  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate  are  in,  i.  e.  not 
to  be  improved. 

8750.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Except  by  destruction  in  the  first  place  ? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Wilkinson.)  They  want  knocking  down  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

{Mr.  Garhutt.  ) That  is  the  general  impression. 

8751.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Garhutt)  When  you  say  that  is  the  general  impression,  has 
the  subject  been  brought  before  you  generally  by  any  public  discussion  of  it  ? — Yes,  with 
reference  to  making  a quay  and  a large  market  on  the  site  of  them. 

8752.  Are  those  matters  seriously  under  consideration  now  ? — They  have  been  recently 
spoken  of.  Whether  they  may  end,  hke  other  good  proposals  comiected  with  the  place, 
in  nothing,  I do  not  know. 

8753.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  emptying  of  privies  and  ashpits  would  have  had  a 
considerable  effect  upon  the  mortality  in  the  last  outbreak  ? — Yes  ; but  you  have  had 
evidence  to  show  that  we  have  no  privies  and  ashpits  to  empty. 

8754.  We  have  certainly  strong  evidence  to  the  effect  th  at  there  are  very  few,  but 
still  such  as  there  are  appear  to  have  been  in  a very  bad  state  ? — Yes. 

8755.  You  have  experienced  the  beneficial  effects  of  attending  to  the  overcrowding  in 
lodging-houses,  have  you  any  doubt  that  you  would  have  similarly  experienced  beneficial 
effects  in  the  other  respect  ? — I have  no  doubt  it  wiU  come  in  its  turn  before  the  council, 
and  be  acted  upon  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  health. 

8756.  You  think  tliat  there  is  a serious  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Board  to  carry 
out  their  powers  when  the  difficulties  are  overcome  ? — In  every  case. 
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8757.  Tliat  t]iey  have  merely  been  hampered  by  the  unwillingness  of  the  ratepayers, 
and  that  they  have  not  been  deterred  from  the  intention  of  carrying  out  their  powers  ? 
—No. 

8758.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  water,  do  you  usually  yourself  drink  Whittle 
Dean  water  ? — I did  use  it  last  year. 

8759.  Did  you  continue  to  use  it  during  the  time  of  the  epidemic  ? — Until  the  beginning 
of  October  I did. 

8760.  Did  you  then  alter  your  practice  ?— I then  changed  my  habitation. 

8761.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  water  ? — It  was  very  bad  from  June 
up  to  the  latter  end  of  September,  bad  in  taste ; at  times  very  ill-coloured,  and  when 
bright  with  a very  filthy  taste.  There  was  no  overcoming  the  bad  taste  of  the  water. 

8762.  It  had  a distinctly  bad  taste — A distinctly  fishy  bad  taste,  as  if  fish  had  been 
washed  in  the  Avater. 

8763.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Had  it  any  smell  ? — I cannot  say  that  I perceived  any  smell. 

8764.  {Chairman.)  The  taste  was  not  such  as  suggested  merely  the  idea  of  sand  or  mud 
or  anything  of  that  kind  being  mixed  with  it  ? — No. 

8765.  It  Avas  more  than  that  ? — When  it  was  filtered  and  Avhen  it  was  perfectly  bright 
there  Avas  evidently  decomposing  matter  in  it. 

8766.  The  taste  obviously  suggested  to  you  decomposing  animal  matter? — Yes. 

8767.  That  Avas  in  your  own  house  ? — Yes. 

8768.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Even  after  it  Avas  filtered  ? — Ye.s. 

8769.  You  mean  filtered  in  your  own  house? — Yes ; three  or  four  weeks  before  we  left 
that  house,  after  filtering  it  in  our  own  house,  the  taste  Avas  such  that  we  could  not  drinlc 
it  ourselves,  and  we  Avere  put  to  very  serious  inconvenience  ; we  had  to  go  to  a distance  to 
Avells  for  drinking  water ; of  course  we  were  obliged  for  culinary  and  other  purposes  to 
use  it  against  our  Avill. 

8770.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  think  that  this  bad  taste  prevailed  during  the  whole  of 
those  three  or  four  Aveeks  ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  prevailed  during  almost 
the  Avhole  of  the  summer. 

8771.  As  early  as  July,  probably? — June  and  July;  the  water  was  beginning  to  be 
scarce  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer. 

{Mr.  Glephan.)  I may  state  that  during  the  last  year  a manufacturer  brought  to 
me  a section  of  a pipe,  the  feed  pipe  of  his  engine,  which  Avas  all  but  choked  up.  He  used 
the  Whittle  Dean  water,  and  this  pipe,  through  which  the  cold  Avater  passed,  was  a pipe 
of  considerable  diameter  ; it  Avas  so  filled  up  with  deposit  that  there  was  only  a narrow 
channel  through  the  middle  of  it. 

8772.  {Mr.  Bateman  to  Mr.  Clep>han)  Was  it  hard  stony  deposit  ? — Yes. 

8773.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Garbutt.)  Had  you  a cistern  in  your  own  house,  or  did  you 
draAv  dii'ect  from  the  pi[)es  ? — Direct  from  the  pipes  ; we  had  tanks  for  washing  and  other 
things. 

8774.  The  fact  of  the  change  in  the  quality  of  the  Avater  draAvn  from  the  same  tap  and 
filtered  through  the  same  filter  was  very  obvious  in  those  three  months  ? — Quite.  The 
taste  at  times  Avas  more  or  less  obnoxious  ; but  it  was  never  entirely  free  from  an  offensive 
taste. 

8775.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  ordinarily  good  well  water  being  had  on  this  side  of 
the  Avater  ? — No,  I haAm  no  reason  to  believe  it ; because,  while  the  Whittle  Dean  Avater 
Avas  so  bad,  we  had  to  send  nearly  a mile  from  my  house  for  good  water,  and  it  was 
a great  boon  to  us. 

8776.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Did  you  ever  perceive  any  similar  taste  in  the  Whittle  Dean 
Avater  in  preAdous  summers  ? — Yes. 

8777.  Is  that  the  ordinary  state  of  things  in  the  summer  ? — It  did  not  continue  so  long 
jireviously. 

8778.  But  is  it  generally  the  case  for  a longer  or  shorter  period  in  the  summer? — I can 
only  speak  of  two  years  experience  of  it. 

8779.  (Chairman.)  Did  you  notice  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  year  1852  ? — Yes;  I 
believe  that  the  pipes,  where  I was  supplied,  were  not  of  the  same  kind  as  supplied  the 
toAvn  here.  I lived  within  a mile  of  a reservoir,  and  Avhethei'  it  was  the  ascending  or  the 
descending  pipes  that  we  were  supplied  from  I do  not  knoAv. 

8780.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  A reservoir  on  this  side  of  the  water  ? — Yes. 

8781.  {Chairman.)  Were  they  very  old  pipes  which  had  belonged  to  the  old  company? 
— Very  possibly.  I do  not  knoAv  Avhere  the  supply  Avas  from  ; the  pressure  was  very 
great  at  times. 

8782.  And  in  Avinter  it  was  probably  satisfactory  ? — Generally  ; after  a flood  of  rain 
Ave  had  reason  to  complain  of  the  water  being  muddy,  but  when  filtered  it  was 
unobj  ectionable. 

8783.  {Mr  Bateman.)  That  was  colour,  not  taste  ? — Yes. 

8784.  (Chairman.)  In  the  summer  of  1852  did  you  also  observe  the  same  objection  as 
to  the  taste  ? — Yes  ; but  not  so  prominently. 

8785.  And  previously  to  1852  you  did  not  take  the  Whittle  Dean  Avater  yourself? — I 
did  not  notice  it  so  much. 

8786.  Did  you  take  any  in  the  year  1850  ? — I have  taken  Whittle  Dean  water  ever 
since  it  began. 
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8787.  Can  you  remember  the  year  1850  ? — I do  not  remember  it  so  distinctly.  I was 
a good  deal  from  home  that  year. 

8788.  Have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  the  gas  ? — Only  that  there  is  a pretty  genei'al 
complaint  about  it,  both  of  the  badness  of  quality  and  the  scarceness  of  quantity ; but 
nothing  particular  of  my  own  knowledge. 

8789.  Nothing  beyond  what  you  have  heard  ? — No. 

8790.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  like  to  offer  any  opinion  ? — I have 
no  evidence  to  give,  unless  you  wish  to  inquire. 


John  Etridge  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  examined. 

8791.  {Chairman)  You  are  vice-chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  here  ? — I am. 

8792.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  the  chairman  of  your  Board,  and  as  we 
propose  to  get  information  as  to  the  poor  rates  and  so  on  through  your  clerk,  Mr.  Foreman, 
we  would  not  trouble  you  on  those  points.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  the  evidence 
which  Mr.  Garbutt  has  given  ? — Nothing,  I think,  with  regard  to  Gateshead.  I live  in 
the  country,  in  the  parish  of  Whickliam. 

8793.  That  is  outside  the  borough  of  Gateshead  ? — Yes,  but  in  the  Gateshead  Union. 

8794.  You  agree,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  in  the  evidence  which  you  have 
heard  given  to-day? — I do  most  certainly,  and  the  very  same  things  occurred  with  us  in 
the  country  that  you  had  here,  especially  in  the  villages  of  Dunston  and  Swallwell. 
There  we  had  the  very  same  things  ; want  of  drainage,  and  want  of  privy  accommoda- 
tion, and  the  same  results. 

8795.  Do  you  also  think  that  a better  tone  is  likely  to  prevail  soon  among  the  rate- 
payers of  Gateshead  ? — I should  think  so. 

8796.  Matters  are  not  getting  worse  in  that  respect  ? — No,  certainly  not ; and  I do 
not  think  that  the  town  is  getting  worse  either.  I think  it  is  improved. 

8797.  But  the  grief  is  that  the  improvement  is  in  the  part  which  least  requires  it ; 
and  it  may  be  so  long  before  the  improvement  reaches  the  poorer  districts  where  the 
mortality  is  greatest  that  many  valuable  lives  may  be  lost  meantime. 

8798.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  feel  yourselves,  as  a Board,  competent  to  grapple  with 
the  disinclination  of  the  town  to  carry  out  the  improvements,  or  would  it  be  better  to 
have  any  extraneous  assistance  ? — I do  not  belong  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  and  am 
not  competent  to  give  an  opinion. 

{Mr.  Garbutt.)  Previously  to  the  establishment  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  the  Board 
of  Guardians  had  powers  equivalent  to  theirs. 

8799.  {Chairman.)  Under  the  Nuisances  Ilemoval  Act,  you  mean  ? — Yes. 

8800.  Were  they  adequately  put  in  force  then,  in  1849,  I mean  ? — In  1849,  when  the 
cholera  raged  at  Wrekenton,  it  was  under  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they  did  exert 
themselves  and  effected  a very  great  change. 

8801.  How  many  years  have  you  been  chairman  of  the  Board? — Three  years. 

8802.  Were  you  a member  of  the  Board  in  1849  ? — No,  but  I was  here  and  cognizant 
of  what  took  place. 

8803.  Do  I understand  you  to  say,  that  in  1849  the  powers  of  the  Nuisances  Kemoval 
Act  were  adequately  put  in  force? — No,  not  as  they  ought  to  have  been. 

8804.  And  from  the  time  of  1849  until  the  constitution  of  your  Local  Board  of  Health 
in  1851,  for  those  two  years,  the  Nuisances  Kemoval  Act  was  nothin  force  at  all,  I 
suppose  ? — Not  generally. 

8805.  Did  they  enforce  it  occasionally  ? — Yes,  there  were  occasionally  convictions  ; but 
from  some  technical  objections,  which  I do  not  remember,  they  were  set  aside. 

{Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police)  There  were  several  parties  convicted. 

{Mr.  Wilkinson)  I do  not  think  that  the  cholera  in  the  country  districts  has  been  any- 
thing like  so  severe  since  1831  and  1832.  Neither  in  1849  nor  in  1853  has  it  been  so 
severe  in  the  country  as  it  was  then. 

8806.  {Chairman.)  Nothing  could  be  much  worse  than  the  cholera  in  1849  in  Wre- 
kenton ? — But  I am  speaking  of  our  district. 

{Mr.  Garbutt.)  Wrekenton  is  a portion  of  Gateshead  Proper;  it  is  not  a separate 
town. 


Mr.  David  Darling  Main,  examined. 

8807.  (Chairman)  We  had  some  evidence  given  here  yesterday  as  to  the  water. 
Mr.  Garbutt,  tlie  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  here,  stated  that  the  water  had  an 
unpleasant  taste,  a fishy  taste  ; and  what  he  stated,  which  was  new  to  us,  was  that  in 
the  year  1852  he  had  noticed  the  same  tiling,  and  that  he  thought  the  water  on  this  side 
was  habitually  not  very  good  ; that  there  was  a fishy  taste  for  a longer  or  shorter  time  in 
tlie  summer,  suggesting  the  idea  of  decomposing  matter ; and  he  gave  ns  an  instance  where 
a pipe  had  been  taken  up  and  found  to  be  in  a very  choked  up  condition,  suggesting 
that  the  water  might  have  been  habitually  foul.  That  was  the  only  evidence  which,  in 
ajiy  degree  affected  you  ? — I think  perhaps  the  fishy  taste  arose  from  the  Carr’s  HiU 
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Mr.  D.  D.  Main,  reservoirs,  wliicli  are  on  the  Gateshead  side  of  the  water.  We  take  out  the  weeds  there 

at  certain  times,  and  when  we  take  them  out,  we  find  that  they  do  create  a taste  for  a day 

9th  March  1854.  qj.  ^ little  longer. 

8808.  Then  you  think  it  possible  that  that  taste  would  occasionally  happen,  even  in 
other  summers  besides  that  of  1853? — I think  it  did.  It  would  not  occm-  more  than 
perhaps  twice  throughout  the  summer  when  we  are  cutting  the  weeds. 

8809.  [Mr.  Bateman.)  What  depth  is  your  reservoir  ? — It  is  about  eight  feet  deep 
I think. 

8810.  How  are  your  sides  ; are  they  paved  ? — No. 

8811.  Merely  earthen  slopes  ? — Just  earthen  slopes. 

8812.  Then  the  vegetation  would  be  very  rapid  there  in  summer  ? — The  vegetation  is 
much  more  rapid  there  than  in  any  other  of  our  reservoirs  on  that  account. 

8813.  {Chairman.)  Firstly,  then  with  reference  to  the  number  of  self-contained  houses 
which  you  supply  in  Gateshead ; what  number  of  self-contained  houses  do  you  supply 
above  the  annual  rental  of  lOZ.  ? — 433. 

8814.  How  many  of  the  self-contained  houses  of  a rental  below  lOZ.  do  you  supply? 

189*  Gateshead  is  much  the  same  as  Newcastle  in  respect  of  the  large  proportion  of 
tenemented  property  which  exists  there. 

8815.  With  reference  to  tenemented  houses,  how  many  tenants  do  you  supply, 
occupying  each  four  rooms  or  more  ? — Nineteen. 

8816.  And  how  many  tenants  do  you  supply  occupying  three  rooms  each? 

Sixty-eight. 

8817.  How  many  tenants  occupying  two  rooms  each  ? — 920. 

8818.  And  occupying  one  room  each? — 2,011. 

8819.  Have  you  computed  the  amount  of  population  which  is  supplied? — I think  we 
supply  nearly  19,000  of  the  population. 

8820.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  The  gross  population  of  the  place  being  estimated  to  be  what? 
— About  25,000,  Gateshead  alone. 

8821.  You  supply  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  whole? — Yes;  the  number  of  self-contained 
houses  of  a rental  above  1 01.  that  were  supplied  before  the  Whittle  Dean  Company  got 
possession  of  the  old  works  was  seventy-five;  under  10^.,  eighteen.  The  people  in 
tenements  had  not  a supply  at  all. 

8822.  Altogether  ninety-three  houses  were  supplied  in  Gateshead? — Ninety-three  was 
the  whole  number  that  were  supplied. 

8823.  And  the  population  at  that  time  was  what? — In  1845  the  population  would  be 

20,000. 

8824.  {Chairman.)  They  had  then  a very  much  larger  well  and  spring  supply  in 
Gateshead  than  they  have  now,  had  they  not  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  had.  A 
gentleman  behind  suggests  the  pants ; of  course  when  I said  that  they  were  not  supplied, 
I meant  supplied  at  home. 

8825.  We  have,  in  a report  by  Dr.  Charlton,  presented  in  1847  to  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  statements  to  this  effect,  that  a good  well  formerly 
existed  on  the  bank  top  which  had  been  recently  rendered  unfit  for  drinking  by  certain 
circumstances  ; that  a few  years  ago  Pipewellgate  could  boast  of  several  excellent  springs, 
but  that  since  the  sinking  of  Mr.  Easton’s  pit  in  the  eastern  part  of  Gateshead,  most  of 
the  wells  had  ceased  to  flow,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing.  I suppose  you  would  not 
dispute  the  fact  that  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  a very  considerable  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Gateshead  was  weU  supplied  with  well  and  spring  water  ? — I think  it  is  very  likely. 

{Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police.)  This  house  was  very  largely  supplied  with  water  from 
an  excellent  well  about  twenty  yards  at  the  back  here ; and  the  digging  the  foundation 
of  the  High  Level  Bridge  took  it  all  away. 

8826.  {Chairman.)  That  is  the  impression  which  I have  derived,  viz.,  that  within  the 
last  ten  years  what  may  be  called  the  natural  supply  of  Gateshead  has  been  very  much 
interfered  with  in  (hfferent  ways.  {To  Mr.  Main)  Can  you  give  us  a return  of  the 
number  of  water-closets  which  you  supply  in  Gateshead  ? — 64  ; and  the  account  is  takeji 
in  the  same  way  as  in  Newcastle,  viz.,  one  water-closet  only  is  charged  for  in  a house. 

8827.  That  then  represents  64  houses  having  foecal  drainage  ? — Yes. 

8828.  And  you  woidd  regard,  I suppose,  the  evidence  which  we  took  in  Newcastle  with 
respect  to  the  water  as  applying  to  Gateshead,  with  the  exception  of  a few  local  circum- 
stances, such  as  you  have  alluded  to,  the  difference  of  the  foi-m  of  constmction  of  yoiir 
Carr’s  HiU  reservoir,  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  vegetation  there  present,  and  the 
difference  that  these  might  make  in  the  quality  of  the  water? — Yes;  the  water  supplied 
to  Newcastle  and  that  supplied  to  Gateshead  are  the  same. 

8829.  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  taps  which  you  have  in  Gateshead  ? — I have  not 
orought  it  with  me.  I have  it  and  will  send  it  to  you. 
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The  follotving  is  a copy  of  the  document  afterwards  sent  in. 

The  total  number  of  water  taps  in  Gateshead  is-  - - - - -1182 


Of  these,  the  number  for  supplying  manufactories,  tanneries,  breweries,  public- 

houses,  offices,  shops,  churches,  chapels,  and  public  institutions,  is  - - 134 

The  number  of  taps  inside  the  premises  for  the  supply  of  self-contained 

dwelling  houses  and  tenemented  property  is  - - - - - 899 

[I  estimate  the  population  in  Gateshead,  thus  supplied,  to  be  10,025.] 

The  number  of  outside  taps  for  the  supply  of  tenemented  property  is  - - 149 


[The  number  of  the  population  supplied  in  this  manner  is  probably  about  8,17-5,] 

1182 


D.  D.  Main. 

(Mr.  Main.)  I might  mention  that  the  proportion  of  outside  taps  is  greater  in  Gateshead 
than  in  Newcastle. 

8830.  Even  in  Newcastle  the  number  of  inside  taps  is  comparatively  small  ? — Yes: 

8831.  In  Gateshead  also  I suppose,  as  in  Newcastle,  even  self-contained  houses  have 
not  often  taps  inside  the  house,  as  distinguished  from  inside  the  court,  the  yard  or  the 
premises  1 — No  ; they  generally  have  it  in  the  yard,  but  in  the  case  of  tenemented 
property  the  taps  are  entirely  outside,  in  the  street ; and  they  are  more  numerous  in 
Gateshead,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  than  they  are  in  Newcastle. 

8832.  In  Newcastle  you  have  carried  them  more  frequently  out  of  the  main  street  into 
the  yard  or  alley  than  you  have  in  Gateshead  ? — Yes. 

8833.  Is  there  any  further  information  which  you  would  like  to  put  in  ? — I have  no 
other  information  to  put  in,  except  that  Gateshead  is  under  the  Health  of  Towns  Act, 
and  that  it  might  be  supposed  that  the  supply  to  tenemented  property  was  more  extensive 
comparatively  than  in  Newcastle,  on  account  of  the  clause  to  that  effect. 

8834.  Having  reference  to  the  76th  clause  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  authorising  the 
Local  Board  of  Health  to  compel  houses  to  be  supplied,  what  do  you  think  in  respect  of 
the  tenemented  property  here? — It  is  not  better  supplied  here  than  in  Newcastle, 
although  such  a clause  exists  ; because  practically  that  clause  does  not  apply  either  to 
Newcastle  or  to  Gateshead.  The  clause  obliges  a landlord  on  the  report  of  the  Local 
Board  to  give  a supply  to  his  tenants,  provided  the  water  company  will  supply  the  house 
at  2d.  per  week.  If  it  had  been  to  supply  the  tenement  or  the  part  of  the  house  occupied 
by  each  family  at  2d.  per  week,  it  would  have  been  done  ; but  where  it  is  to  supply  a 
whole  house,  containing  ten  or  a dozen  tenants  and  families,  it  cannot  be  done  for  that  sum. 

8835.  It  is  enacted,  “ That  if  upon  the  report  of  the  surveyor  it  appear  to  the  Local 
“Board  of  Health  that  any  house  is  without  a proper  supply  of  water,  and  that  such  a 
“ supply  of  water  can  be  furnished  thereto  at  a rate  not  exceeding  2d.  per  week,”  the  Local 
Board  has  power  to  compel  it.  That  would  be  between  8s.  and  9s.  a year  ? — Yes  ; we 
supply  a single  tenant  or  family  at  5s.  a year  ; but  we  could  not  supply  half  a dozen  or 
more  families  for  9s.  In  fact  there  was  one  case  in  Gateshead  where  they  wished  to 
apply  that  clause  ; and  I pointed  out  to  the  borough  surveyor,  Mr.  Hall,  and  to  Mr,  Kell, 
the  town  clerk,  that  they  would  not  be  able  perhaps  to  enforce  the  clause  in  consequence 
of  the  word  “ house  ” being  used  there. 

8836.  Owing  to  the  limited  construction  whicli  may  be  put  upon  the  word  “ house,” 
the  compulsory  power,  which  apparently  has  been  given  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health, 
has  not  been  acted  upon  ? — Exactly  so. 


William  Hall,  Esq.,  C.E.,  examined. 

8837.  (Chairman.)  You  are  surveyor  for  the  borough  of  Gateshead  ? — Yes. 

8838.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — About  two  years  and  three  months. 

8839.  During  which  time  you  have  been  contemplating  works  of  different  kinds,  and 
have  made  yourself  acquainted  with  the  physical  situation  and  condition  of  the  town  ? — Yes. 

8840.  Gateshead  is  situated,  speaking  generally,  on  a steep  slope  from  the  southward 
down  to  the  banks  of  the  Tyne  ? — Yes,  very  steep. 

8841.  So  steep  that  in  many  parts  of  the  town  the  access  north  and  south  is  by  means 
of  long  flights  of  stairs  ? — Yes. 

8842.  Steep  enough  and  abrupt  enough,  according  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  s report,  to  be 
occasionally  the  source  of  danger,  and  even  of  serious  accidents  ? — Yes  ; such  is  the  case. 

8843.  It  is  there  stated  by  Mr.  Kell,  who  was  speaking  of  the  physical  condition  of  the 
town  generally,  that  the  ground  rises  rapidly,  in  some  places  very  steeply,  from  the 
brink  of  the  river  to  the  height  of  about  90  feet  ? — Yes  ; fully  that. 

8844.  You  have  then  immediately  along  the  bank  a very  steep  slope  rising  to  the  height 
of  about  90  feet,  or  upwards? — Yes. 

8845.  From  that  point,  say  from  the  height  of  95  feet,  the  land  continues  to  rise  more 
gently,  as  here  stated  at  the  rate  of  220  feet  per  mile,  until  it  reaches  the  height  of  200 
feet  at  least? — Yes.  I shoidd  think  that  is  continued  until  it  rises  500  feet. 

8846.  It  is  stated  here  that,  after  reaching  the  height  of  200  or  300  feet,  it  rises  more 
rapidly  again  tiU  it  attains  that  height? — Yes;  those  are  the  general  features  of  'ihe 
contour  of  the  country. 
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Hall,  Esq., C.E. 
Sth  March  1854. 


8847.  A considerable  proportion  of  the  area  of  tlie  borough  lies  at  a height  of  from 
100  to  200  feet  at  least? — Yes. 

8848.  Are  there  in  the  borough  any  very  low  places,  such  as  would  be  liable  to  be 
flooded  by  the  waters  of  the  Tyne  from  above  ? — Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate  are  upon  the 
verge  of  the  water ; they  are  a little  above  the  highest  floods. 

8849.  What  is  the  level  of  those  places,  of  your  lowest  streets  in  fact,  above  high  water 
spring  tides  ? — I cannot  say  exactly  to  a foot,  but  I should  think  that  the  street  of 
Hillgate  is  somewhere  about  5 feet  above  high  water  spring  tides.  If  you  take  the  street 
to  where  it  goes  down  to  the  river  it  will  be  very  little  above  indeed. 

8850.  The  houses  between  the  street  of  Hillgate  and  the  river  are  some  of  them  built 
into  the  water  almost  ? — Not  quite. 

8851.  Is  Pipewellgate  lower  than  Hillgate  ? — I think  portions  of  it  are. 

8852.  Then  we  may  say  that  you  have  one  very  considerable  thoroughflire  along  the 
banks  of  the  T3Uie,  which  will  be  only  from  four  to  five  feet  above  the  level  of  high 
water  ?— Yes,  of  high  water  spring  tide. 

885.3.  Do  you  think  that  the  soil  thereabouts  is  liable  to  saturation  with  water  from 
below  ? — Yes,  no  doubt,  from  capillary  attraction. 

8854.  Then  the  physical  condition,  in  that  respect,  of  the  foundations  of  Pipewellgate 
and  Hillgate  will  be  ratlier  more  unfavourable  tlian  the  physical  condition  say  of  the  Close 
or  of  Sandgate  in  Newcastle,  where  you  have  fine  clear  dry  sand  ? — No  doubt. 

8855.  {Mr.  Bateman^  Does  it  ever  happen  that  the  houses  or  rather  the  ends  of  the 
alleys  which  approach  the  river  are  covered  with  water  ? — I believe  they  are ; but  I 
cannot  speak  to  that  point. 

8856.  Probably  when  there  is  not  only  a high  spring  tide  but  a flood  at  the  same  time? 
— Yes.  I cannot  speak  definitely  upon  that  point. 

8857.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Clephan.)  Do  you  ever  remember  Pipewellgate  itself  being 
flooded  by  the  river  ? — I cannot  remember  it. 

(Mr.  Swperintcndent  of  Police.)  I have  seen  it  come  up  the  openings  out  of  Pipewellgate 
to  within  about  three  or  four  yards  of  the  street,  when  there  has  been  both  flood  and 
tide,  till  you  would  have  thought  sometimes  that  it  would  soon  get  into  the  street. 

8858.  [To  Mr.  Hall.)  Speaking  generally  of  the  place,  would  you  say  that  it  afforded 
you  great  natural  facilities  for  drainage  or  otherwise? — No  doubt;  from  being  situated 
on  a bank,  a great  portion  both  of  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate  affords  facilities  for 
di-ainage. 

8859.  I am  speaking  of  the  whole  borough  now  ? — Great  facilities  for  carrying  off  the 
sewage  water  rapidly  in  every  part. 

8860.  The  great  rapidity  of  the  slope  would  to  a certain  extent  present  a difficulty, 
but  not  anj^  serious  obstacle,  would  it  ? — No  ; I think  not.  It  requires  a careful  a])por- 
tioning  of  the  size  of  the  sewers  to  the  amount  of  drainage  to  be  taken  oft'  a particular 
area. 

8861.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  And  a good  construction  of  the  sewers  to  prevent  their  being 
torn  up  ? — Yes. 

8862.  (Ghaio-man.)  The  natural  features  and  the  physical  situation  are  such  as  to 
afford  a competent  engineer  great  facilities  for  adequately  draining  the  town  ? — Yes. 

8863.  With  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Town  Clerk  Kell, 
in  his  report  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  that  the  surface  soil  is  principally  a brown  loam  resting 
upon  a retentive  yellow  clay  of  variable  thickness,  in  many  places  underlaid  by  a still 
more  tenacious  blue  clay,  with  beds  of  dry  or  quicksand  in  it,  and  with  fine  sandstone 
below,  which  in  many  parts  of  the  borough  rises  to  the  surface.  That  would  be  generally 
an  accurate  description  of  the  geology? — Yes. 

8864.  With  regard  to  this  top  stratum  of  bro^vn  loam,  does  it  ever,  as  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  approach  pretty  nearly  to  a clay  ? — It  varies  very  much  throughout  the 
whole  borough. 

8865.  The  upper  stratum  of  loam  varies  considerably,  and  would  in  parts  approach 
the  nature  of  clay  ? — Yes. 

8866.  Have  you  any  brickfields  upon  this  side  ? — Yes  ; several. 

8867.  In  which  this  brown  loam  or  clay  is  made  into  bricks  ? — Yes. 

8868.  So  that  we  may  say,  as  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  that  it  is  a soil  varying 
from  the  quality  of  loam  to  the  quality  of  brick-clay  ? — Yes. 

8869.  So  as  to  be  very  considerably  retentive  of  water,  and  to  require  systematic 
surface  drainage  to  keep  the  ground  wholesome  as  building-ground  ? — Yes  ; that  is  very 
much  the  case  ; for  instance,  in  the  high  parts  of  Hillgate,  in  the  churchyard  there,  there 
is  a very  retentive  clay  indeed,  so  much  so  that  I believe  when  burials  took  place  there 
that  coffins  were  often  lowered  actually  into  water,  the  clay  was  so  retentive  ; and  yet, 
perhaps  100  yards  farther  south,  you  come  upon  a bed  of  beautiful  sand. 

8870.  At  the  other  end  of  the  churchyard? — Higher  up  the  hill  rather,  not  exactly  in 
the  churchyard,  but  a little  farther  south.  I may  add  that  a little  farther  south  still, 
you  come  to  the  sandstone,  which  lies  on  the  top  of  the  coal,  for  the  coal  crops  out  in 
that  part  of  the  town  and  extends  away  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Union  Row.  That 
sandstone  is  a very  fine  stone  for  building  purposes,  and  a great  portion  of  the  main 
sewer  in  High  Street  is  cut  through  it. 
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8871.  You  have  no  fens  or  marshes  in  any  part  of  the  borough,  liave  you  ? — No  ; at 
the  very  west  end  of  tlie  borough,  however,  there  is  what  approaches  to  tlie  nature  of  a 
fen,  the  Hassocks. 

8872.  Is  there  much  building  there? — No  ; there  is  no  building. 

8873.  Then  as  regards  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  borough,  we  may  say  that  thei’e  is 
no  fen  or  marsh  ? — No. 

8874.  Any  very  unhealthy  soil  anywhere,  containing  a great  quantity  of  decomposing 
vegetable  matter  ? — N one. 

8875.  With  reference  to  the  form  of  house  construction  which  is  prevalent  in  tlie 
borough,  it  is  a fact,  I believe,  that  in  the  louver  parts  of  the  town,  on  that  steep  slope 
into  the  river,  a considerable  proportion  of  the  houses  are  built  in  narrow  blind  courts 
and  back  to  back  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case.  You  allude  to  Pijiewellgate  and  Hillgate  more 
particularly. 

8876.  And  the  courts  out  of  them? — Yes ; that  is  from  the  top  of  the  banks  down  to  the  river. 

8877.  And  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  houses  there  are  built  back  to  liack,  you  also 
have  a considerable  proportion  of  houses  built  into  the  banks,  as  it  were,  with  their  sides 
or  backs  against  the  bank  of  earth? — -Yes.  Here  is  a plan  which  will  show  that  that  is 
the  case  ; and  it  is  often  the  case  also,  that  the  privy  and  ash-pit  are  placed  on  the  slope 
above  the  house. 

8878.  The  bottom  of  the  cesspool  attached  to  the  privy  being  two  or  three  feet  below 
the  level  of  the  slope  ? — Yes.  But  scil-pit  is  a more  appropriate  term  than  cesspool  here. 

8879.  The  liquid  matter  then  of  that  soil-pit  will  continually  Ije  inhltrating  into 
the  earth  of  the  slope  ? — Yes. 

8880.  And  the  natural  gravitation  of  the  water  charged  with  that  sewage  matter  will 
cause  it  to  descend  towards  and  against  the  side  of  the  house,  and  to  soak  into  the  porous 
brickwork  of  the  wall  ? — Yes,  indeed  I have  often  observed  that  the  excrementitious 
matter  soaking  into  the  walls  of  the  house  rises  up  to  the  higher  parts  of  it. 

8881.  Would  you  say,  speaking  of  the  whole  slope  along  the  river  side,  including 
Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  that  it  is  a frequent  thing  to  notice  circumstances  of  that 
sort  ? — Yes  ; it  does  not  always  happen  that  the  privy  is  placed  above  the  house  to  which 
it  belongs  ; but,  if  it  is  placed  on  the  lower  side  of  that  house,  it  is  above  the  next  house, 
and  in  this  way,  on  this  steep  slope,  sooner  or  later,  it  reaches  some  house  or  other. 

8882.  The  slope  is  so  steep,  that  the  infiltrations  from  the  soil-pits  attached  to  tliese 
privies  will  pretty  certainly  reach  some  house  or  another,  vdierever  the  buildings  are  at 
all  continuous  ? — Yes. 

8883.  Then  considering  those  two  points  together,  houses  built  back  to  back,  or  into 
the  bank,  a very  large  proportion  of  the  houses  along  that  slope  must  necessarily  be  very 
deficient  in  proper  ventilation?- — -Very  deficient. 

8884.  Besides  these  points,  is  it  common  to  find  cellar  dwellings  ? — No,  not  iij  that  locality. 

8885.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  more  recently  erected  houses  that  you  find  cellar  dwellings  ? 
— Yes  ; we  have  not  many  cellar  dwellings  in  Gateshead. 

8886.  In  the  newer  parts  of  the  town  you  liave  some  though,  have  you  not  ? — In  the 
newer  parts  of  the  town,  Victoria  Street  for  instance,  there  are  cellars. 

8887.  Leaving  the  river-ward  slope  of  the  borough,  and  proceeding  to  the  courts  and 
entries,  on  either  side  of  the  High  Street  running  to  the  south,  have  you  also  many  otlier 
courts,  such  as  Leonard’s  Court,  Lister’s  Buildings,  and  so  on,  in  which  the  same  sanitary 
defect  of  houses  built  back  to  back  in  very  narrow  thoroughfares  is  an  habitual  feature  ? 
— Yes,  it  is. 

8888.  So  that  the  same  obvious  difficulty  of  ventilation,  arising  from  the  nature  of  the 
house  construction,  may  be  said  to  prevail  pretty  generally  over  very  large  districts  of  the 
borough  ? — Yes. 

8889.  Not  merely  along  the  river  side,  but  also  along  the  High  Street? — Yes  ; both  on 
the  eastern  and  western  parts. 

8890.  We  should  not  be  exaggerating  the  facts,  if  we  were  to  say  that  a very  large 
proportion  of  the  houses  in  all  the  districts  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes  were  so 
constructed  as  to  be  almost  incapable  of  proper  ventilation  ? — Yes,  that  applies  to  tlie 
older  parts  of  the  town  ; in  the  more  recently  constructed  houses,  I believe  there  has  been 
a cousidei’able  improvement  in  that  respect. 

8891.  But  with  regard  to  the  great  mass  of  those  now  in  existence,  that  is  tlie  case  ? — 
That  is  tlie  case, 

8892.  The  passages  or  entries  are  exceedingly  narrow,  so  that  the  fronts  of  the  houses 
are  very  close  together? — Yes. 

8893.  The  backs  actually  adjoin  ? — They  actually  adjoin  often,  and  Avhere  they  are  not 
actuall}^  abutting  against  each  other  the  space  between  is  very  small. 

8894.  And  frequently  those  passages  or  entries  are  entirely  liuilt  round,  so  that  the 
court  itself  liecomes  almost  a well  ?■ — A blind  court,  very  narrow. 

8895.  With  merely  a covered  passage  at  one  end  or  the  other  to  go  in  and  out  liy  ? 

Yes;  that  applies  to  a great  jiortion  of  the  town. 

8896.  So  that  in  many  cases  you  have  what  literally  maybe  called  weUs,  surrounded  on 
all  four  sides  by  buildings,  with  probably  but  one,  or  at  most  two,  low  covered  passages 
under  those  l)uildings,  for  the  least  breath  of  air  to  get  in  or  out  at  ? — Yes  ; that  applies  to  a 
great  part  of  the  town  whei’e  the  workiiig  classes  live.  Perhaps  I may  now  submit  to 
you  this  table,  (handimj  in  the  same)  which  I have  prepared  with  a view  to  this  investi- 
gation. All  these  groups  together  comprise  the  greatest  part  of  Gateshead. 


fV ,Uall,  Esq.,  C.E. 
9tli  March  1854. 


The  foUoiving  is  the  Table  alluded  to. 


522 


MINUTES  OF  EVTPENCE  TAKEN  BEFOBE  THE 


CO 

>-o 

00 


Cv 

o 


o 


o 

ci 

s 


ce 

CO 


w 

> 

P3 

iJ 

C2 

<1 


‘ < ' 

Remarks. 

One  house  in  this 
group  divided  into 
tenements  contains 
a population  of  S3. 

Some  of  the  people  in 
this  group  make  use 
ofthe  water  from  the 
River  Tyne  for 
washing  clothes,  &c. 
The  ashes  are  taken 
away  every  morning 
by  the  scavenger’s 
cart. 

In  this  group  in  seve- 
ral Instances  2 houses 
are  supplied  by  one 
pipe  in  a yard  com- 
mon to  both. 

•uonc[ndoj^  eqj  jo  oOO'l 
.lad  -<ii[e}aoj\;  bj3|01jj 

^ <x>  T ^ 

ox  o'^O'^  Oc^OX  OCOOC'IOCjOC'! 

vo3  c ^ C^^O.S  JP'COCPc^O 

CO  S'!  O'!  CM  CN  CO  CO  CM 

What  Ventilation 
exists  therein. 

Back. 

Scarcely 

any 

Scarcely 

any 

Scarcely 

any 

Scarcely 

any 

Pretty 

good 

Not  good 

Pretty 

good 

1‘retty 

good 

Pretty 

good 

Pront. 

Scarcely 

any 

Good 

Scarcely 

any 

1 

Scarcely 

any 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

j 

Good  1 

How  many  Dust- 
bins or 

Middens  therein. 

For  Private 
use. 

Out  of 
doors. 

9 

2 

None 

3 

148 

40 

27 

None 

1 

45 

In- 

doors. 

3 

2 

None 

10 

None 

1 

i 

•asn 

UOUUHO3  JO^ 

at 

c-l  <M  § 01  CO  ^ I 

cu 

*S90JUOS 

JOl{JO  UJ0.1J  XuBUI  A\0[J 

,ya>(D  00  0)  0)0) 

000  00  o'^oo 

How  many 
Houses 

by  Stand  Pipes 
of  the 

same  Company. 

48  houses  by  7 1 
stand  pipes.  1 

13  houses  by  2 
stand  pipes. 

1 5 houses  in  this 
group  have  no 
water  supply 
except  from 
the  stand  pipes 
on  the  south 
side  of  Pipe- 
wellgate. 

1 20  houses  by  18 
stand  pipes 

None 

85  houses  by 
stand  pipes 

None 

The  whole  court 
by  one  stand 
pipe 

None 

■XnutliuoQ  .lO^'E^W 
lUioa  antpiAV  otR  'Cq 
tlliAt  popddns  Apiuj'EcIas  aai! 
sosnoH  atj}  jo  Aueni  a\oh 

i 

23  ; 

10 

9 

i 

1 

11 

143 

35 
1 27 

None 

I 

1 1 

How  many  of 
these  Privies 
aredrainedinto 
the  Sewers. 

•.(pldng  jaj 
-BAV  inoiu!,vv 

None 

i 

1 

1 

I None 

I 

i 

1 

i 

None 

3 

i 

1 

None 

None 

•.([ddug 
•tajcAV  ilRAV 

0 0) 

= Cl  ^ , c ^ 

Izi  ^ 

Total  number 
of  Privies 
existing 
therein. 

*S0snoii 
aiSuig  .to^ 

13 

1 

5 

11 

j 

i 

12 

154 

35 

26 

45 

•asn 

UOUTUIO3  XO>l 

(-Id  3*  1 n;  ' ' 

•p.n!og  Xq  paSuaABog 

Yes 

Yes 
A part 

No 
j No 

i 

! No 

1 

[ 

No 

No 

No 

i 

Streets 
Paved  or 
Me 

Adam. 

Scarcely 

any 

Paved 

i 

Scarcely 

any 

1 None 

1 

Scarcely 

any 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Sewerage. 

1 

None 

1 

Imperfect  j 
None 

None 

Very  imper- 
fect rubble 
di-ains 

None 

Imperfect 

rubble 

drains 

None 

Very  good 

•uonutudoa  pa^Brat^sa 

1,110 

275 

205 

1 

1,315 

1,506 

1,090 

488 

293 

547 

•sptauiauax  f°  aaqum^ 

(Mrj  ^^QfsO 

§xx 

•sosnOH  JO  aaqnmyr 

71 

25 

26 

131 

159 

1 

i 

120 

33 

14 

45 

•}aaa  m ‘aaj'BAv 

qaiii  oAoqtiiaAaq  a^utnixo-idclv 

1 

20 

to 

75 

50 

to 

85 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

80 

120 

to 

140 

120 

to 

147 

130 

150 

100 

■BaotpuBid 
pu3  B.taioqo  tnojj  amtj  jBqj 
ar  uraaaqa  sqaeaQ  JO  .laqumx; 

C-  'O  0 ^ -H  »f>  ^ 

-t  00  -t  -H  ^ ^ 

Groups  of  Streets 
and  Courts 
where  Deaths  from 
Cholera 

occurred  during  the 
recent  epidemic. 

South  side  of  Hill- 
gate  and  Cliurch 
Walk 

The  “ Island,”  Bot- 
tle Bank  - 

North  side  of  Pipe- 
well  gate  - 

South  side  of  Pipc- 
wellgate  and  the 
Banks 

Barn  Close  - 

Oakwellgate  Chare 
to  Park  Street  - 

Victoria  Street 

Leonard’s  Court  - 

New  Gateshead 

6 

J3 

jj 

.H 

u 


o 


o 

s 

p 

b/3 


bJO  ^ 

" o 


Ph 

o ^ 


o s 
'P  O 


bC^ 


£ bJD  ! 


- ^ TO 

- 1 w 

o>  o 
c ^ +r 

i i 

C S 

c -t!  +j 
O OQ  oj 

^ , o> 

w is 

g ^ ^ 

rt  rt 

j=  '-h  ^ 

rr  i_L  » M 


SPh 

^ TS  O ^ 

n "is 


CS 


— c.S.- 

-I  ^ “ rt 

+T  tZ  -V 

s O ’7-  S .. 

S 3 S S 

C/D  cJ  ^ Tr 
c fcc  S 
c 

£ J5  fe  .re  S -g 
5 - 2 ^ “ S 
O -S  9<^  ..  & 
- 2 P^  o g .. 


3 '"■5 

0^5 


<u 


o 

i=  ^ t 

t/j  c/2 
« o s; 


, o>  t/> 

£ 2t>  J 

^ 5 CO  +3 
’«  M <y  >»  tft 
- ^ bO-O  E 
3 § r§  ^ c« 

cQ  ’z:  tT  p 

^ gl 

&ll 

5 1 s III 

?«l-g  I 

r3  'K  fl; 

M -c  ^ .-  «2  i: 
t-H  O 

>%  s >> 

^ ^ 


5 3 C 2 

J ^ Si  '^. : 


^ o 


3.  O 

S 


p§  H cq  O 5 P 

^ 0^  00  'T  *0  (O 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  GATESHEAD. 


523 


8897.  I see  you  reckon  Pipewellgate  as  containing  only  about  1,500  inhabitants  ; the  W. Hall, Esq , C.E. 

north  side  about  200  ; the  south  side  about  1,300  ? — Yes  ; these  numbers  have  been  taken  

from  actual  examination.  The  whole  of  this  information  has  been  taken  within  the  last  9th  Mardi  1854, 
month.  — 

8898.  Then  we  may  suppose  the  population  of  Pipewellgate  to  have  decreased  a good 
deal  since  the  time  when  Mr.  Kawlinson  made  his  inquiry  and  report. 

{Mr.  Glepkan.)  It  must  have  diminished  since  1851,  if  Mr.  Hall  be  correct. 

{Mr.  Hall.)  If  you  will  examine  the  reference  at  the  bottom  you  will  see  that  it  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  stairs  west  of  Wardman’s  houses,  on  the  south  by  Half-Moon 
Lane,  and  on  the  east  by  the  lane  leading  from  Half-Moon  Lane  to  Pipewellgate. 

8899.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  It  includes  the  block  within  those  boundaries  ? — Yes ; that 
group.  The  north  side  of  Pipewellgate  means  the  north  side  of  the  street  to  the  river, 
the  population  of  which  is  205. 

{Mr.  Clephan.)  There  were  282  there  in  1851. 

8900.  {Gliwirman  to  Mr.  Hall.)  You  do  not  include  in  these  districts  the  utmost  extent 
popularly  talked  of  as  Pipewellgate  ; you  merel}^  take  the  main  portion  of  it,  so  that  the 
whole  population  of  Pipewellgate  may  be  greater,  no  doubt  ? — Yes  ; further  away  to  the 
west  tliere  is  the  district  of  New  Chatham,  which  genei’ally  goes  under  the  name  of 
Pipewellgate,  which  is  not  included  in  this. 

8901.  Do  you  think  we  should  be  over-shooting  the  mark  if  we  assumed  the  population 
of  the  whole  of  Pipewellgate  to  be  2,000  ? — I cannot  state  exactly  as  to  the  part  further 
west.  I should  think  it  would  scarcely  reach  that. 

8902.  You  think  it  would  rather  be  under  2,000  than  over  I — I think  so. 

8903.  With  reference  then  to  sewers  and  drains,  are  you  acquainted  with  the  report 
of  Mr.  Rawlinson? — Tes. 

8904.  You  remember  the  statistics  there  given  by  Mr.  Kell  and  Mr.  Dobson?— Yes. 

8905.  Do  you  know  of  any  inaccuracy  in  them? — No,  I do  not;  they  are  correct,  I 
believe,  so  far  as  I am  aware. 

8906.  That  prior  to  1842  there  was  only  one  built  common  sewer  ; that  in  1842 
another  of  100  yards  in  length  was  made  ; that  subsequently  another  open  kennel  from 
Oakwellgate  to  Church  Street  was  deepened  and  covered  in  by  the  Town  Council ; and 
that  in  1849  a main  sewer  was  constructed  in  High  Street,  Church  Street  and  the 
Bottlebank  ; that  is  the  statement  here  ? — Yes. 

8907.  Did  you  find  any  greater  amount  of  sewers  in  existence  when  you  came  into 
office  here? — No  ; I think  that  is  all.  There  are  various  parts  of  the  town  where  drains 
are  laid,  which  are  not  discharging  drains  and  do  not  run  into  any  main  sewer,  so  that 
they  do  not  properly  come  under  the  denomination  of  sewers  or  drains. 

8908.  They  are  common  surface  gutters  ? — Yes  ; many  of  them  flowing  out  into  the 
open  streets. 

8909.  They  take  the  water  from  the  surface  at  one  point  of  the  slope  and  carry  it  for  a 
certain  distance  sometimes  under  ground,  and  then  at  a lower  point  re-deliver  it  to  the 
surface  where  it  stagnates  or  runs  off,  as  the  case  may  be  ? — Exactly. 

8910.  It  is  also  stated  in  this  report  that  not  only  was  there  a very  small  extent  of 
sewers,  but  that  even  where  sewers  existed,  only  a small  proportion  of  the  proprietors  on 
either  side,  who  might  have  used  them,  had  done  so,  for  the  purpose  of  house  drainage  ? — 

Yes,  very  frequently  that  is  the  case, 

8911.  When  you  came  into  office  it  would  have  been  a pretty  correct  statement  of  the 
facts  to  say  that  there  existed  only  a few  hundred  yards  of  sewers,  and  only  a very,  very 
few  branch  or  house  drains  into  those  sewers  ?— Yes.  I may  add  that  a considerable 
number  of  branch  drains  have  been  constructed  in  High  Street,  Church  Street,  the 
Bottlebank,  and  in  other  streets  since  I came  into  office. 

8912.  Can  you  give  us  exactly  the  number  of  yards  of  sewers  which  you  found  when 
you  came  into  office  ? — The  whole  length  of  sewers  constructed  up  to  this  time  are  ninety- 
nine  chains  and  fifty  links,  or  a mile  and  a quarter. 

8913.  How  much  of  that  was  in  existence  when  you  came  into  office  ? — I cannot  state 
tliat  exactly. 

8914.  Was  it  half  that  length  ? — More  than  that.  Very  little  has  been  done  since  I 
came  into  office,  excepting  in  Grahamsley  Street ; indeed,  excepting  Grahamsley  Street, 
all  the  rest  may  be  said  to  have  been  done  befoi’e. 

8915.  Would  you  say  that  there  was  a mile  of  sewer  in  existence  when  you  came 
into  office  ? — Yes  ; I should  think  so,  as  nearly  as  possible. 

8916.  But  of  house  drainage  into  that  mile  of  sewers  there  was  little? — Very  little; 

I can  give  you  an  account  of  it,  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  The  number  of  houses  on 
the  east  side  of  the  main  sewer  in  High  Street,  within  drainage  limits,  is  102,  and  on 
the  west  side  133  ; making  a total  of  235.  Tlie  number  of  house  drains  in  connexion 
witli  the  sewer  is  fifty  on  the  west  side  and  twenty-five  on  the  east  side. 

8917.  Altogetl)er  seventy-five? — Yes  ; and  eleven  in  the  Bottlebank. 

8918.  Altogether  eighty-six  houses  drained  out  of  235,  or  rather  more  than  one  in 
tliree  ? — Yes. 

8919.  Have  you  any  notion  how  many  houses  in  the  town  drain  into  the  other 
sewers? — No;  the  sewerage  of  the  town  in  such  streets  as  Charles  Street,  Melbourne 
Street,  Ellison  Street,  Grosvenor  Street  and  Victoria  Street,  is  very  imperfect ; indeed, 
it  scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  .sewerage. 
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8920.  What  is  tlie  length  of  the  main  sewer  which  you  speak  of? — Fifty-five  chains, 
and  the  Bottleljank  is  five  more, 

8921.  About  1,200  yards  then,  and  upwards? — 1,320  yards  ; with  the  Bottlebank  it  is 
sixty  chains  altogether. 

8922.  Then  of  the  mile  and  a quarter  of  seAvers  which  are  in  existence  in  the  town, 
three  quarters  of  a mile  refer  to  the  one  main  sewer  in  High  Street  ? — Yes. 

8923.  Is  this  in  good  condition  ? — In  good  condition. 

8924.  Having  eighty-six  out  of  the  235  houses  adjoining  drained  into  it? — Yes. 

8925.  Then,  as  I understand  you,  with  the  exception  of  the  main  sewer  up  the  High 
Street  and  the  branch  seAver  from  Grahamsley  Street  into  that  main  sewer,  the  rest  of 
the  sewerage  in  the  toAvn  is  so  imperfect  in  your  judgment  as  hardly  to  deserve  the  name? 
— Exactly  so. 

8926.  l)o  you  think  there  are  an  additional  fifty  houses  drained  into  those  other 
sewers  ; I mean  foecal  drainage  ahvays  ? — No. 

8927.  When  3^11  say  that  these  eighty-six  houses  are  drained,  you  mean  drained  for 
fecal  purposes,  do  not  you  ? — No,  merely  that  each  house  has  a drain  of  one  Idnd  or 
other  in  connexion  with  the  main  sewer. 

8928.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  From  the  yard  or  from  the  premises? — From  the  yard,  for 
taking  oft'  the  surface  Avater.  They  have  not  always  a water-closet  in  connexion  with  it. 

8929.  {Ghairman  to  Mr.  Main.)  You  gave  us  sixty-four  as  the  number  of  houses 
having  Avater-closets  supplied  by  you? — Yes. 

8930.  {To  Mr.  Hall)  Therefore  Ave  knoAv  that  there  must  be  sixty-four  houses  having 
fecal  drainao;e  in  Gateshead  ? — I should  think  that  that  is  about  the  number. 

8931.  Besides  that  there  will  be  some  houses,  no  doubt,  having  water-closets  not 
supplied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  Company? — I think  not ; very  feAV,  at  all  events,  if  any. 

8932.  Supposing  that  to  Mr.  Main’s  computation  of  sixty-four  houses,  having  water- 
closets  su})plied  by  the  Whittle  Dean  Company,  Ave  add  twenty-five  per  cent.,  or  sixteen 
more,  for  houses  having  AAmter-closets  siq>plied  by  rain  water  or  Avell  water  cisterns,  do 
you  think  that  Avould  be  a fair  computation  ? — Yes,  quite  fair. 

8933.  Then  if  Ave  assume  that  there  are  eighty  houses  in  the  Avhole  borough  lia\dng 
fecal  drainage,  Ave  shall  be  making  a fair  as.sumption? — Yes  ; I think  so. 

8934.  Then  if  to  your  eighty-six  Avhich  discharge  themselves  into  the  main  sewer,  we 
take  fifty  more  for  houses  Avhich  ma3^  discharge  themselves  into  the  other  sewers  ; and 
if  we  say  that  there  are  130  or  140  houses  in  the  borough  having  drainage  of  one  kind 
or  another  into  the  sewers,  superficial  or  fecal,  Avill  that  be  a full  allowsince  ? — I think 
so,  quite. 

8935.  Sa3'  150  ha\dng  any  sort  or  kind  of  drainage,  that  would  be  a fair  statement? — 
I think  it  is  beyond  the  mark. 

8936.  I believe  there  are  some  streets,  such  as  William  Street,  and  Pollock  Street,  and 
Russell  Terrace,  Avhich  have  been  Iniilt  Avithin  the  last  ten  years  or  ,s(),  which  are  Avithout 
aii}^  kind  or  sort  of  di-ainage,  surface  or  fecal,  or  of  any  description  A^^hatsoever  ? — Yes. 

8937.  With  regard  to  domestic  conveniences,  in  the  way  of  2>i’ivies  and  midden.s,  we 
have  had  evidence  already,  both  documentary  and  oral,  as  to  the  sad  deficiency  of  those 
things ; is  that  within  your  knoAvledge  ? — It  is. 

8938.  Generally  speaking,  may  Ave  say  of  the  districts  occupied  by  the  poorer  popula- 
tion of  this  borough  that  there  is  a very  general  and  sometimes  extreme  destitution  in 
that  re.spect  ? — Yes. 

8939.  And  that  Avhere  they  do  exist,  as  some  of  them  do,  they  frequently  exist  in  a 
very  filthy  and  pestilential  state  ? — Yes. 

8940.  With  regard  to  the  upper  jiarts  of  the  town  occupied  by  the  wealthier  and  more 
respectable  inhabitants,  the  seAverage  is  so  deficient  tliat  there  is  no  possibility  of  haAdng 
proper  foecal  drainage? — Yes. 

8941.  Gentlemen  cannot  put  up  water-closets  if  they  please,  because  there  are  no 
sewers  Avithin  reach  of  them?— Yes  ; such  is  the  case. 

8942.  With  regard  to  paving,  you  have  stated  in  your  table  that  at  all  events  very 
large  portions  of  the  town  are  not  paved  at  all  ? — Yes. 

8943.  The  description  given  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  in  1849  by  these  six  medical  gentlemen, 
viz.,  that  “ several  of  our  streets,  coiu’ts,  and  entries  are  not  only  undrained,  but  unpaved 
“ and  uncleansed,  and  without  any  side  channels  to  cany  oft'  the  liquid  matters,  so  that 
“ in  Avet  weather  they  become  almost  impassable  from  ruts  and  filth,”  is  still  true 
of  a very  large  portion  of  the  town,  is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

8944.  From  this  destitution  in  the  way  of  privies  and  middens,  and  from  this  want  of 
paving,  it  results,  does  it  not,  that  the  inhabitants  dispose  of  the  refuse  and  the  excre- 
ment and  so  on,  by  pitching  it  all  into  the  thoroughfares  of  the  courts  and  entries,  where 
it  lies  and  is  trampled  in  until  the  surface  habitually  is  covered  with  filth  ? — Yes ; that 
is  the  ease. 

8945.  That  is  as  true  now  as  it  was  in  the  year  1849  ? — Yes,  more  or  less. 

8946.  W ith  regard  to  the  scavenage,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  main  thoroughfare  is 
scavenged  and  cleansed,  but  that  the  moment  you  diverge  from  it  right  or  left,  and  get 
into  any  of  the  courts  and  entries  inhabited  by  the  poorer  population,  the  scavenage  is  next 
to  nothing  ? — It  has  been  very  much  improved  of  late,  though,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
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streets,  you  cannot  make  such  an  improvement  as  you  might  otherwise  wish  to  do,  hut  lV.Hall,Esq.,C.E. 
still  g'reat  improvement  has  been  effected  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  scavenage.  — ^ 

89 dS.  The  state  of  the  paving  is  such  in  these  parts  that  no  practicable  amount  of  9th  March  1854. 
scavenage  will  keep  them  clean? — Yes  

8949.  The  paving  is  so  fidl  of  holes  and  ruts  and  interstices  in  which  filth  remains 
that  it  would  require  a scrul)bing-brush  almost  to  get  it  out  ? — Yes. 

8950.  It  is  also  a fact,  in  many  parts  of  the  borough,  especially  in  the  entries  in  the 
]300rer  districts,  that  you  may  not  merely  occasionally,  but  habitually,  see  consideraljle 
accumulations  of  very  offensive  matter  ? — Yes. 

8951.  That  still  prevails  to  a considerable  extent  habitually  ? — To  a considerable  extent ; 
though  a great  improvement,  I must  admit,  has  been  made  in  that  respect  ; and  of  late 
the  Board  of  Health  have  taken  measures  to  carry  that  out  still  more  fully. 

8952.  How  recently  ? — They  are  now  making  arrangements  to  take  into  their  own 
hands  the  responsibility  of  cleansing  the  whole  town,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  individual 
occupiers  and  owners  of  property  ; indeed  every  description  of  property  within  the  paved 
footway  district  will  be  taken  into  their  hands  for  the  purposes  of  scavenage. 

8953.  What  was  the  state  of  things  in  August  1853  ? — Very  bad;  it  was  left  to  the 
efforts  of  individual  occupiers  of  houses  ; and  the  consequence  was  that  in  a great  many 
places  the  town  was  in  a very  filthy  state. 

8954.  The  sewerage  and  paving  was  much  the  same  then  as  now  ? — Yes. 

8955.  And  the  scavenage  very  much  worse  ? — Yes. 

8956.  Therefore  what  we  have  seen  in  our  inspection  of  the  town  is  at  all  events  an 
improvement  upon  what  we  might  have  seen,  if  we  had  been  here  in  August  1853  ?— 

Yes. 

8957.  I suppose  you  are  not  taken  very  much  into  the  houses,  are  you? — No,  my 
duties  do  not  lead  me  much  into  the  houses. 

8958.  You  have  had  opportunity,  however,  to  observe  that  the  walls  of  the  houses 
were  occasionally  very  damp? — Yes. 

8.959.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  damp  witli  worse  than  pure  water? 

Yes,  damp  with  water  laden  more  or  less  with  infiltrations  from  sewage  matter. 

8960.  A good  many  of  the  houses  of  the  borough,  especially  in  the  poorer  districts, 
such  as  Pipewellgate,  and  Hillgate,  and  Leonard’s  Court  perhaps,  and  so  on,  are  old 
and  dilapidated  and  not  weather  tiglit,  I fancy  ? — Hillgate  and  Pipewellgate  more 
])articularly ; Leonard  s Court  is  not  so  old  ; it  is  in  a dilapidate<l  state,  however,  from 
the  desci’iption  of  tenants  which  inhabit  it,  chiefly  Irish. 

8961.  But,  as  regards  the  houses  themselves,  the  Inickwork  is  solid,  and  one  might 
say  wholesome,  as  compared  with  the  brickwork  of  liouses,  the  walls  of  which  liave  been 
damp  for  50  or  100  years  together  ? — Yes. 

8962.  With  regard  to  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  however,  and  the  district  on  the  steep 
slope  down  to  the  river  generally,  you  say  that  a large  proportion  of  the  houses  tliere 
inhabited  by  the  poorer  classes  is  dilapidated,  with  rotten  walls  and  roofs,  not  weather 
tight,  and  the  houses  physically  in  a very  bad  condition  ? — Yes,  I do  not  think  there  is  a 
house  in  Pipewellgate  or  Hillgate  or  in  the  Island  fit  for  a person  to  live  in.  That  is 
my  opinion ; that  they  are  not  fit  for  human  halfitation,  though  the  Island  is  not  quite  so 
bad  as  Pipewellgate,  and  Hillgate.  I may  add  that  it  is  in  contemplation  by  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  it  is  now  under  their  consideration,  to  remove  the  whole  of  Hillgate, 
with  the  view  of  replacing  it  by  a quay,  and  no  doubt  also  with  the  view  of  building  a 
better  description  of  houses  there. 

8963.  Do  you  also  entertain  the  opinion,  not  only  that  these  houses  are  not  fit  for 
human  hal)itation,  but  that  they  scarcely  can  1)e  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation, 
without  first  pulling  them  all  down  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  without 
pulling  the  whole  of  them  down. 

8964.  That  is  to  say  the  wall  work,  the  actual  skeleton  of  the  house,  is  rotten? — Yes, 
the  sti'uctural  arrangement  from  the  bottom  to  the  very  top  is  radically  wrong  in  itself 

8965.  I believe  that,  as  the  Town  Council  is  also  the  Board  of  Health  in  this  town,  you, 
as  town  surveyor,  are  also  surveyor  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health  ; and  I believe  you  are 
also  inspector  of  nuisances  to  that  board,  are  jmu  not? — -Yes. 

8966.  Adverting  to  the  powers  vested  in  that  body  by  their  Act,  and  referring  to  the 
41st  section,  I believe  you  have  not  yet  prepared  or  procured  a map  exhibiting  a complete 
system  of  the  sewerage  here  ? — No. 

8967.  I understood  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  is  also  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Heath,  to  say  that  there  were  so  many  works  immediately  and  obviously 
wanting,  tliat  you  had  had  ])lenty  to  occupy  your  whole  time  as  yet,  without  going  into 
any  question  of  maps ; is  that  the  fact  ? — I think  the  first  consideration  should  have 
been  the  production  of  a map  for  the  carrying  out  of  drainage  works. 

8968.  You  tlfink  a map  ought  to  have  been  made  or  obtained? — Yes;  and  the  cause  of 
my  being  engaged  in  different  works,  scattered  over  various  parts  of  the  town,  is  from  the 
want  of  a proper  map. 

8969.  And  you  regret  that  a map  was  not  made? — Very  much  indeed;  it  is  the 
foundation  of  the  construction  of  all  works. 
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52()  aimuTEs  of  evidence  taken  before  the 

8970.  lioyou  remember  whether  that  subject  was  ever  brought  before  the  attention  ot 
the  Locai  Board  of  Health  ? — Yes. 

8971.  Can  you  remember  at  what  time  ? — Yes,  I can  refer  to  it;  it  is  in  a report  which 
I laid  before  the  board — the  first  report,  indeed,  which  I made  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health 
— dated  the  25th  of  November  1851.  “Agreeably  to  one  of  the  minutes  of  your  last 
“ meeting,  I have  considered  the  best  method  of  draining  the  district  lying  south  ot 
“ Trinity  Chapel,  and  have  no  doubt  that,  by  a secondary  sewer,  the  sewage  may  be 
“ brought  into  the  main  sewer,  or  be  connected  therewith  by  proper  branches  along  the 
“ new  streets  and  Nun's  Lane.  In  the  absence,  however,  of  engineering  plans  and 
“ sections,  I am  at  present  not  in  possession  of  sufficient  information  to  give  a decided 
“opinion.  The  above  instance  is  onl}^  one  of  many  which  will  be  constantly  occurring, 
“ and  which  shows  the  necessity  for  complete  plans  and  levels  of  the  borough  as  recom- 
“ mended  by  the  General  Board,  before  attempting  to  devise  a complete  system  of  sewerage. 

‘ To  this  subject  I would  therefore  respectfully  request  your  earliest  attention.” 

8972.  What  was  done  in  consequence  of  that  suggestion? — Nothing,  I believe. 

(d/?’.  Alderman  Robson.)  I believe  there  was  a division  upon  it. 

8973.  {To  Mr.  Robson.)  Are  you  a member  of  the  Local  Boarxl? — Yes. 

8971.  And  your  impression  is,  that  in  consequence  of  that  report  by  Mr.  Town 
Surveyor,  there  was  a discussion  in  the  Local  Board,  and  actually  a division  on  the  subject 
of  the  propriety  of  causing  such  a map  to  be  made  ? — Yes,  I believe  there  was. 

8975.  And  the  decision  was  adverse  to  the  making  of  a map? — Yes,  T believe  a large 
majority  was  adverse  to  it. 

8976.  {To  Mr.  Hall.)  Have  you  ever,  on  any  subsequent  occasion,  reverted  to  the 
subject  in  any  of  your  I’eports  ? — Yes,  on  March  the  5 th,  1852,  again  I say: — “I  am 
“ anxious  to  draw  your  attention  to  a subject  of  the  very  first  importance  to  the  interests 
“ and  sanitary  welfare  of  the  borough,  and  to  which  I alluded  in  the  first  report  which  I 
“ had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  namely,  ‘ the  absolute  necessity  for  an  immediate  and 
“ ‘ complete  survey  of  at  least  such  parts  of  the  borough  as  are  already,  or  as  are  likely 
“ ‘to  be,  occupied  by  buildings.' ''  The  report  goes  at  considerable  length  to  the  same 
effect. 

8977.  That  is  the  general  suggestion  which  you  made,  and  which  you  proceeded  to 
illustrate  in  detail  ? — Yes. 

8978.  Do  you  know  whether  anything  took  place  in  consequence  of  that?— There  was 
a portion  of  the  borough,  of  which  I was  instructed  to  make  a survey,  and  in  which  I 
was  allowed  an  assistant  to  assist  me,  namely,  the  eastern  part  of  the  borough,  east  of 
High  Street;  the  survey  has  been  completed. 

8979.  Does  that  include  Leonard's  Court  and  Lister’s  Buildings  ? — Yes,  the  whole  of 
this  area. 

8980.  In  fact,  it  includes  the  whole  inhabited  part  east  of  High  Street  ? — Yes,  that  part 
is  completed,  and  estimates  have  been  laid  before  the  board  ; and  at  the  meeting  of  the 
board  yesterday,  the  plans  which  I recommended  the  board  to  adopt  were  not 
approved  of 

8981.  What  was  the  result  of  the  meeting  yesterday  ? — They  did  not  approve  of  the 
])laii  which  I recommended  them  to  adopt ; but  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  outlet  for 
the  sewerage  of  the  district  ought  to  be  in  a different  ]>art  from  that  which  I recommended 
for  it ; that  was  the  principal  cause,  I believe,  of  its  not  being  adopted.  I was  instructed 
to  lay  down  a scheme  for  the  drainage  of  that  district  with  a view  of  carrying  it  through 
the  most  populous  parts  thereof.  I laid  before  the  Board  that  plan,  and  it  will  lie 
forwarded  to  the  General  Board,  I believe,  in  a day  or  two. 

8982.  Then,  with  the  exception  of  the  question  of  the  outfall,  they  ado})ted  your  plan, 
and  sent  it  up  to  the  Board  of  Health  for  approval ; but  they  recommended  a modification 
of  your  plan  in  respect  of  the  point  of  outfall;  is  that  so? — Yes.  {The  witness  produced 
a plan.)  That  is  the  High  Street,  and  the  line  of  sewerage  which  I proposed  was  this 
in  red. 

8983.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Your  outlet  being  at  A ? — Yes  ; and  that  which  the  Board  has 
adopted  is  in  green. 

8984.  {Chairman)  This  will  not  be  a desirable  angle,  will  it  ? — No. 

8985.  I suppose  if  that  plan  was  ultimately  adopted  they  would  modify  and  improve  it 
in  that  point  in  respect  of  making  it  a less  acute  angle  ? — There  is  a clause  in  the  Public 
Health  Act,  that  no  houses  are  allowed  to  be  built  iqion  a sewer,  and  of  course  it  is  very 
desirable  not  to  lay  sewers  below  houses  if  you  can  avoid  it.  I may  explain  that  this 
plan  shows  two  drainage  areas. 

8986.  Separated  by  a ridge  ? — Yes  ; and  the  main  sewer  which  is  already  formed  will 
drain  this  area  coloured  blue.  This  which  I propose  will  drain  the  whole  coloured  red. 

8987.  Then  what  I understand  you  to  .say  is,  that  the  plan  which  you  proposed  not 
only  follows  the  natural  feature  of  the  country,  but  would  have  prepared  and  made  ready 
for  the  drainage  of  a much  larger  area  of  the  borough  whenever  the  buildings  shall  reach 
so  far  ? — Exactly  so. 

8988.  And  that  the  plan  which  the  council  seem  to  have  proposed  would  carry  the 
sewage  out  of  one  natural  drainage  area  into  another  which  is  naturally  separated  from 
it,  and  will  not  ultimately  accommodate  more  than  a small  part  of  the  district  which  you. 
contemplate  as  likely  to  be  built  upon? — Yes. 
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8989.  {Mr.  Clephan.)  What  is  the  motive  ?: — I believe  it  is  with  a view  to  make  these  W.Hall  Esa  ,C.E. 

houses  abutting  upon  Oakwellgate  contribute  to  the  expense  of  this  main  sewer.  

8990.  To  ease  the  expense  upon  the  other  part  of  the  town  ? — Yes  ; I proposed  to  drain  9th  March  1854. 

Oakwellgate  by  a smaller  sewer.  In  fact,  a ilfteen-inch  jjipe  is  quite  sufficient  to  drain 

Oakwellgate,  considering  its  natural  position. 

8991.  {Ghairraan.)  What  do  you  propose  as  the  size  of  the  other  ?— A brick  sewei- 
three  feet  by  two.  T have  plans  of  them  if  you  would  like  to  see  them. 

8992.  I see  you  have  a number  of  reports  there? — Yes;  these  are  my  reports  which  I 
have  laid  before  the  board  from  time  to  time. 

8993.  Would  you  be  good  enough  to  put  them  in  before  us? — Yes. 

8994.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  which  you  wish  to  speak? — With  regard  to 
slaughter-houses,  I think  there  is  nothing  at  the  present  time  which  is  such  a great 
nuisance  to  the  town  as  the  existing  slaughter-houses ; and  I believe  this  is  ipore  owing 
to  the  want  of  proper  sewerage  than  to  anything  else. 

8995.  On  the  3d  of  March  1852,  the  Local  Board  issued  and  got  approved  a variety  of 
byelaws  with  reference  to  lodging-houses,  to  street  and  surface  cleansing,  to  slaughter- 
houses, and  so  on  ; and  we,  have  had  evidence  to  this  effect,  that  the  lodging-house  byelaws 
and  the  slaughter-house  byelaws  have  been  carried  out  pretty  fairly  ? — Yes. 

8996.  That  the  byelaw  as  to  occupiers  cleansing  the  interior  of  their  premises  is  literally 
a dead  letter  ? — Yes. 

8997.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  points  than  that  one  in  which  the  byelaws  made  by 
the  Local  Board  have  not  lieen  enforced  at  all  ? — -I  cannot  recall  at  present  anything  which 
I can  add  with  regard  to  that. 

8998.  You  think  that  generally  the  byelaws  and  regulations  issued  by  the  Local 
Board  have  been  carried  out,  excepting  in  that  one  point  of  compelling  occupiers  to  keep 
the  interior  of  their  premises  clean? — Yes;  with  regard  to  carting  away  refuse,  the 
bye-law  provides,  that  that  is  to  be  done  from  a certain  time  at  night  to  a certain  time 
in  the  morning;  from  ten  o’clock  at  night  till  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  in  summer, 
and  nine  o’clock  in  the  winter.  It  has  been  a matter  of  great  difficulty  to  the  board  to 
enforce  that  one  ; indeed  the  cartage  of  refuse  through  the  town  takes  place  at  all  times  of 
the  day  nearly.  The  byelaw  has  not  been  properly  complied  with. 

8999.  But  you  think  that  the  Local  Board  of  Health  have  generally  used  reasonable 
diligence  in  enforcing  their  other  liyelaws  and  regrdations,  saving  and  excepting  that  one 
important  one  witli  regard  to  the  interior  of  premises  ? — Yes.  The  late  measures  which 
they  liave  taken,  both,  with  regard  to  scavenage  and  the  removal  of  refuse  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  town,  is  a proof  of  it. 

9000.  Up  to  August  1853  had  they  done  that  ? — No,  I think  not ; I cannot  say  that. 

9001.  Between  the  issuing  of  these  orders  in  March  1852,  and  the  outbreak  of  cholera 
in  August  1853,  you  could  not  say  that  these  byelaws  and  regulations  had  been 
adequately  enforced  ? — I could  not  say  that  they  were  ; but  there  were  many  surrounding- 
difficulties  connected  with  the  enforcing  of  them. 

9002.  The  lodging diouse  byelaws  have  been  well  enforced  ? — Yes  ; but  I cannot 
answer  so  well  as  to  that,  the  superintendent  of  ]jolice  will  do  so  ; I believe  they  have 
been,  very  well. 

9003.  Witli  reference  to  street  cleansing  what  has  been  done  ? — There  has  lieen 
considerable  improvement  in  street  cleansing. 

9004.  Between  March  1852  and  August  1853  had  a good  deal  been  done  ? — Yes,  a 
good  deal ; I think  that  the  scavenage  over  that  area  to  whicli  it  applied  was  very  well 
done. 

9005.  Then,  would  you  say  that  the  area  within  which  these  regulations  applied,  and 
these  improvements  were  made,  had  been  too  much  restricted  ? — Yes. 

9006.  That  they  might  have  carried  their  byelaws  into  operation  over  a wider  area, 
to  the  very  great  advantage  of  the  town  ? — Exactty, 

9007.  Also  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  refiise  and  accunmlations  in  the  district, 
to  which  they  limited  themselves,  they  can-ied  them  out,  not  fully — not  to  the  letter — 
but  to  a considerable  extent? — Yes. 

9008.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk)  So  far  as  they  could  do  under  the  system  which  was  then 
adopted  ?— Yes. 

9009.  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  certain  points,  sucli  as  the  emptying  of  privies, 
soil-pits,  and  so  on,  we  have  already  had  evidence  that  that  was  not  done  at  all  ? — Yes. 

9010.  That  it  seemed  hopeless,  that  the  amount  of  the  work  to  be  done  and  the 
destitution  of  the  town  in  these  respects  was  so  great,  that  it  was  almost  hopeless  to 
begin,  it  ? — Yes. 

9011.  With  reference  to  the  slaughter-houses,  have  those  byelaws  been  carried  out  i — 

Yes,  they  have  been  carried  out,  as  far  as,  in  the  existing  state  or  rather  absence  of  sewers, 
you  could  ex})cct ; and  1 believe  with  good  results  in  many  respects. 

9012.  {Mr.  Tovon  Clerk.)  You  brought  several  parties  up,  and  they  were  punished  ^ 

—Yes. 

901 3.  {Gh, airman.)  Generally,  you  would  say  that  the  board,  though  they  have  neglected 
some  of  their  statutable  powers,  have  enJbrced  most  of  their  own  regulations  ? — Yes. 

9014.  We  must  a.sk  you  the  general  question  as  to  the  Avater  ? — It  AAms  very  bad 
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W.Hall,Esq.,C.E.  9015.  Every  one  admits  that  it  was  very  bad  to  the  eye,  very  mnddy,  but  did  you 

notice  anything  worse  than  that,  any  bad  smell  or  taste?— It  has  often  been  a point  ot 

9th  March  ISS^.  great  dispute  with  j:)eople,  to  whom  I have  spoken  on  the  subject,  whether  it  had  a smell 

or  not.  I must  say  myself,  that  I think  there  was  a smell ; but  it  would  by  no  means 

come  under  the  denomination  of  a stink.  It  had  a slight  smell. 

9016.  {Mr  Bateman.)  At  what  season  of  the  year? — A little  before  the  cholera  broke 
out ; about  Augast,  J uly  and  August. 

9017.  (Chairman.)  With  reference  to  the  nature  of  this  smell.  AVater  charged  with 
mud  might  have  a smell.  Was  the  smell  to  which  you  alluded  anything  worse  than 
that,  an  earthy  smell  ? — I could  not  at  this  time  give  a description  of  the  smell. 

9018.  Was  it  a sinell  which  you  would  have  attributed  to  the  jjresence  of  mere  earthy 
matter,  or  would  you  have  been  inclined  to  infer  that  it  arose  from  any  more  objectionable 
matter  ? — I could  not  give  an  answer  to  that. 

9019.  Did  the  water  ever  have  a taste  as  well  as  a smell ; I mean  an  offensive  taste  ? 

I cannot  speak  with  regard  to  that ; it  was  muddy,  and  no  doubt  it  was  a water  that  you 
would  not  like. 

9020.  Did  you  ever  notice  anything  decidedly  objectionable  in  the  water  except  upon 
the  occasion  of  last  .summer  ? — No.  I must  state  that  the  supply  of  water  has  been  pretty 
good,  though  it  is  hard.  The  washerwomen  cannot  make  use  of  it  without  hurting 
their  hands  very  much,  and  they  injure  the  linen  from  the  quantity  of  soda  they  \ise  to 
soften  it. 

9021.  (Mr.  Totvn  Clerk)  Are  you  aware  of  any  place  in  this  district  where  an  adequate 
supply  of  soft  water  can  be  had  ? — -Not  of  any  one  place  producing  an  adequate  supply ; 
but  I believe  that  water  of  a softer  quality  than  that  supplied  by  the  AVhittle  Dean 
Company  may  be  got  by  uniting  the  produce  of  difterent  places. 

9022  What  do  you  say  as  to  tlie  quantity? — I believe  sufficient  to  supply  both 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead. 

902.3.  (Mr.  Bateman)  In  which  direction  ?— I l)elieve  that  a part  may  be  got  from  the 
vale  of  the  Team ; there  is  a very  considerable  quantity  of  soft  water  there. 

902I.  It  is  liable  to  be  injured  by  tlie  coal  workings? — Yes,  a portion  of  it  might 
be,  to  some  extent. 

9025.  Therefore  you  could  not  depend  upon  the  supply? — Just  so.  I must  admit  that 
the  Whittle  Dean  Company  until  that  time  gave  a large  and  bountiful  supply  of  water ; 
they  Avere  very  liberal. 

9026.  (Chairman)  They  made  a great  improvement  upon  what  you  had  before? — 
Great  ; and  I think  they  are  deserving  of  very  great  credit  for  what  has  been  done  ; but 
I think  more  might  have  been  done  still. 

9027.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  You  think  that  a supply  of  soft  Avater  is  a matter  of 
considerable  inq^ortance  ? — Of  immense  importance  to  a toAvn. 

9028.  And  that  the  Avater  company  in  seeking  for  additional  supplies  would  .show  its 
Avisdom  l)y  seeking  those  Avhich  are  .softest  instead  of  those  which  are  hardest? — Yes;  and 
I think  one  particular  fault  is  that  they  have  no  filter-bed.  I think  getting  surface 
water  as  they  do,  no  Avater  should  be  supplied  to  a toAvn  without  being  filtered.  When  I 
visited  their  reservoirs,  there  had  certainly  been  no  rain  for  a A^ery  con.siderable  time 
previous  until  AA'ithin  three  days  of  the  time,  and  the  Avater  then  filling  the  re.servoirs  was 
such  (I  speak  from  a perfect  recollection  of  it)  that  I Avould  not  be  inclined  to  bathe  in  it, 
let  alone  drinking  that  Avater.  Now  if  the  re.servoirs  had  had  proper  filter-beds  adjoining 
them  to  filter  that  water  I think  it  Avould  have  added  very  much  to  the  improvement  of 
the  Avater  supply. 

9029.  They  are  going  to  give  you  a filter-bed  ? — Yes  ; I am  very  glad  to  hear  it. 

9030.  With  reference  to  the  public  baths  and  washliouses,  Avhich  were  suggested  a 
great  many  years  ago  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association.  I believe 
you  are  just  noAv  erecting  them  ? — Yes. 

9031.  But  up  to  August  1853  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  five  years  since  that 
recommendation  Avas  made  ? — In  that  respect  I think  the  Corporation  deserve  very  great 
praise  indeed  for  Avhat  they  liaA^e  done.  The  erection  is  Avell  forward,  and  it  Avill  be  a 
very  complete  establishment  Avhen  carried  out. 

9032.  AVhen  did  tliey  first  authorise  proceedings  with  a view  to  their  construction ; 
was  it  previous  or  .subsequent  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — Previous. 

9033.  About  what  time  ? — More  than  12  months  ago  ; about  18  months  ago,  I should 
think. 

9031.  At  the  close  of  1852  they  began  to  take  mea.sures  ? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Clephan.)  It  has  been  before  the  Council  and  referred  to  committees  repeatedly. 

(Mr.  Alderman  Robson)  Two  years  since. 

(Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  I perceive  that,  onthe  20th  October  1850,  there  was  a resolution  to 
this  eftect  : “ That  the  subject  of  the  e.stablishment  of  public  baths  and  washhouses  in  the 
“ borough  be  again  referred  to  the  Town  Improvement  Committee,  with  instructions  to 
“ report  upon  the  subject  generally,  and  on  the  order  of  the  Council  of  the  3d  February 
“ 1818.” 

9035.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Toiun  Clerk)  That  would  have  followed  immediately  upon  the 
failure  of  Avater  in  the  autumn  of  1850,  Avhen  they  pumped  from  the  Tyne? — Yes  ; but 
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it  refers  to  a previous  order  of  the  Council  of  3d  February  1848.  There  has  been  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  getting  an  eligible  site. 

9036.  {To  Mr.  Hall)  Admitting  two  or  three  sanitary  improvements  in  the  main 
thoroughfai-es  in  respect  of  sewering,  scavenging,  and  paving,  lias  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  town  generally,  and  especially  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  town,  wliich  most  require 
improvement,  been  improved  at  all  within  your  expeidence  ? — My  experience  extends  to 
two  years  and  three  months.  It  has  been  considerably  improved  during  that  time, 
excepting  in  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  where  it  cannot  be  done  except  by  pulling  them 
down  ; there  is  no  possibility  of  any  improvement  without  that. 

9037.  I suppose,  following  the  course  of  the  High  Street  right  and  left,  there  are  some 
places  which  it  would  also  be  very  difficult  to  improve  ? — There  is  great  difficulty  in 
improving  a great  part  of  the  eastern  district,  but  still  it  can  be  improved  very  materially  ; 
you  will  observe  that  there  are  no  main  leading  streets  from  East  Street  to  High  Street. 
There  is  a great  want  of  them.  That  can  be  done,  and  will  be  no  doubt  done,  for  the 
means  not  only  of  traffic,  but  of  sanitary  iinjirovement,  and  it  will  be  a great  improve- 
ment when  carried  out. 

9038.  The  condition  then  of  the  eastern  district  for  which  you  have  been  preparing 
sewerage  plans  is  not  hopeless  ? — No  ; and  with  the  introduction  of  water-closets,  I have 
no  doubt  that  it  will  receive  great  improvement. 


Peter  Haggie,  Esq.,  examined. 

9039.  (Gkairman)  Are  you  a member  of  the  d’own  Council  of  Gateshead? — Yes. 

9040.  And  a member  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  also  ? — Yes. 

9041.  In  the  40th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  power  is  given  to  the  Local  Board 
of  Health  to  appoint  a medical  officer  who  shall  be  competently  informed,  and  whose 
Imsiness  it  shall  be  to  look  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town,  so  that  the  Local  Board  of 
Healtli  may  not  have  to  wait  for  reports  from  their  inspector  of  nuisances  u].)on  matters 
which  may  have  been  brought  to  his  knowledge  by  casual  complaints,  but  shall  have  a 
person  whose  actual  business  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town,  and 
to  render  it  satisfactory  ? — Yes. 

9042.  Has  anything  ever  been  done  under  the  power  of  that  40th  section? — Not  that 
I am  aware  of 

9043.  You  do  not  know  of  any  suggestion  to  that  effect  ? — None  that  ever  I heard. 

9041.  With  reference  to  the  41st  section,  which  empowers  the  Board  to  cause  a map 

to  be  made,  you  have  heard  Mr.  Town  Surveyor’s  evidence  ? — Yes. 

9045.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  that? — I have  a great  olqection  to  centralisation 
myself,  but  still  I see  the  necessity  of  having  some  external  power  to  force  us  to  move ; 
otherwise  I am  afraid  we  shall  be  many  years  before  we  get  the  town  all  sewered.  I 
have  several  times  brought  before  the  Council  tlie  propriety  of  getting  a proper  map  for 
tlie  whole  town,  but  I have  failed  hitherto  in  getting  a majority  to  carry  out  this  idea. 

9046.  Have  any  other  members  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  taken  similar  steps  witli 
reference  to  the  procuring  of  a map? — I do  not  know  that  any  other  gentleman  has  made 
any  direct  proposal.  I believe  I have  generally  been  the  mouth-piece,  but  I have  been 
supported  by  several  gentlemen,  who  are  as  anxious  as  I am  myself  to  have  it  done. 

9047.  Would  you  like  to  state  your  view  of  the  circumstances  Avhich  have  led  to  the 
majority  of  the  Local  Board  opposing  that  suggestion  for  a map  ? — In  the  first  place  I 
tliink  there  is  a little  jealousy  in  the  Council  with  respect  to  the  practical  movements  of 
the  survejmr  himself  They  liave  never  been  accustomed  to  have  engineering  matters 
brought  before  tliem  ; and  where  there  are  new  things,  they  are  not  always  prepared  to 
adopt  the  system  that  the  engineer  proposes.  In  this  case,  for  instcxnce,  he  has  taken  a 
great  deal  of  pains  to  go  into  the  matter,  and  as  an  engineer  he  ought  to  know  well 
about  it,  but  still  his  proposal  has  been  thrown  overlmard,  and  there  lias  been  a counter- 
proposition from  persons  Avho  are  not  engineers.  Now  it  strikes  me  that  if  rve  are  to  go 
on  in  that  way  much  longer,  the  thing  will  become  a perfect  farce. 

9048.  What  are  tlie  circumstances  which  in  your  judgment  har^e  led  to  that  counter- 
])roposition  ? — It  is  a matter  of  expense  ; tliat  is  the  excuse  offered  ; it  Avas  so  yesterday. 
That  it  is  expensive  to  do  things  thoroughly  and  rapidly,  and  that  the  tiling  A\dll  be 
more  economically  done  if  postponed  and  done  piecemeal. 

9049.  (d7r.  Clephan.)  You  recommended  that  Hillgate  and  PipeAvellgate  should  be 
sewered  at  once  ? — I did  propose  it,  but  the  engineer  put  Ins  A'eto  upon  that,  because  of 
the  difficulty  Avliich  there  Avould  lie  of  carrying  on  so  many  works  at  once. 

9050.  But  you  Avould  take  the  necessary  }ireliminary  steps  to  have  the  whole  toAvn 
sewered  by  one  uniform  system  as  quickly  as  may  be  ? — Exactly  ; that  is  my  meaning. 

1 have  taken  a great  deal  of  troulile  in  going  through  these  places,  and  liave  seen  tlie 
necessity  of  it. 

9051.  I (Jltaii'roa/u.)  Then  the  question  of  expense  has  been  the  main  item  among  those 
Avliich  have  led  to  tlie  rejection  of  Mr.  ToAvn  Suiweyor’s  plan,  and  of  your  plan  for 
making  a complete  map  of  the  liorough  AAdth  a AueAV  to  preparing  for  some  uniform  and 
conijilete  system  of  drainage  throughout  it? — Precisely  so;  they  say  that  Ave  have 
notliing  in  our  exchequer,  and  that  it  Avill  be  a long  and  expensirm  woik. 
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Peter  Huggic,  Esq.  9052.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  And  tlie  party  who  would  willingly  cany  out  all  the  improve- 

inents  which  appear  to  he  necessary,  are  not  strong  enough  to  contend  witli  the  so-called 

9th  March  1854.  economical  ratepayers  ? — Yes  ; all  ratepayers  set  their  face  against  being  called  upon. 

9053.  And  you  think  that  you  must  look  to  some  extraneous  support  to  enable  you  to 
get  the  better  of  them  ? — I am  afraid  that  we  are  driven  to  that  conclusion.  I have  been 
very  reluctant  to  own  it,  but  it  seems  to  be  so. 

9054.  (Chairman)  With  reference  to  the  powers  given  you  by  the  Public  Health  Act 
sections  43  to  48,  with  regard  to  sewers,  you  are  empowered  to  make,  enlarge,  alter,  and 
improve  sewers.  Have  any  proposals  been  made  for  putting  those  powers  in  operation 
that  you  know  of? — Not  that  I am  aware  of 

9055.  From  Mr,  Town  Surveyor’s  evidence  it  should  appear  that  there  is  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  existing  sewers,  at  least  half  a mile  out  of  one  and  a quarter  miles,  which 
stands  very  much  in  need  of  improvement  ? — Yes,  we  are  very  much  in  need  of  it. 

9056.  There  has  been  no  discussion  or  rejection  of  any  plan  to  that  effect  that  you 
know  of? — Not  that  1 am  aware  of  I do  not  remember  that  it  has  been  laid  before  us. 

9057.  With  regard  to  the  46th  section,  which  empowers  the  Board  of  Health  to  have 
the  sewers  in  existence  constructed,  covered,  and  kept  so  as  not  to  be  a nuisance  or 
injurious  to  health,  I am  afraid  that  power  has  not  been  sufficiently  put  in  force  ? — No. 

9058.  According  to  Mr.  Town  Surveyor’s  evidence,  there  is  a considerable  portion  of 
them  which  is  more  likely  to  be  a nuisance  than  otherwise  ? — Yes,  they  are  actually 
dangerous. 

9059.  You  are  not  aware  that  there  has  been  any  discussion  upon  that  point  in  the 
Local  Board? — Not  upon  that  point. 

9060.  With  reference  to  the  building  of  houses,  it  is  enacted  that  in  all  cases  where 
houses  are  built  or  rebuilt,  the  Local  Board  shall  have  power,  in  one  way  or  another,  to 
enforce  the  building  of  those  houses  with  proper  drains  and  at  proper  levels,  when  within 
100  feet  of  existing  sewers,  and  so  on.  Are  you  aware  whether  anything  has  been  done 
under  that  power  ? — Yes,  there  has.  Every  plan  which  has  been  laid  before  the  council 
has  been  placed  before  the  surveyor  for  his  decision,  and  there  has  been  strict  attention 
paid  to  the  Act  in  that  respect. 

(il/r.  Town  Surveyor.)  With  respect  to  the  houses  which  have  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Board,  the  plans  in  many  cases  have  been  sanctioned  without  drains,  owing  to 
no  main  sewer  being  formed. 

9061.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  There  have  been  many  new  houses,  the  plans  for 
which  the  Local  Board  of  Health  have  been  obliged  to  sanction,  despite  their  not 
possessing  proper  house  drains,  owing  to  there  being  no  sewers  within  100  feet  of  them  ? 
— Exactly  so. 

{Mr.  Haggle)  Still  there  have  been  arrangements  made  for  subsequent  drainage. 

9062.  {To  Mr.  Haggie)  With  reference  to  the  power  given  to  the  Local  Board  to 
compel  the  providing  of  all  newly-erected  houses  with  sufficient  water-closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  and  so  on,  has  that  power  been  enforced  ? — So  far  as  the  priffies  and  ashpits  are 
concerned  it  has  ; but  it  has  not  been  made  a sine  qua  non  that  a water-closet  should 
take  the  place  of  a privy. 

9063.  It  may  not  have  been  possible  always? — For  want  of  sewerage,  I presume. 

9064.  The  5 2d  section  gives  a peculiar  power  to  the  Board,  namely,  to  compel  the 
owners  of  factories  to  pi-ovide,  within  a specified  time,  a sufficient  number  of  water- 
closets  or  privies  for  each  sex.  I am  afraid  that  that  power  has  not  been  put  in  force 
at  all  ? — I have  never  heard  of  it. 

9065.  Ai’e  you  acquainted  with  any  of  the  factories  in  this  town  ? — I am. 

9066.  Can  you  say  whether  any  of  them  are  properly  supplied  in  that  respect  now? — 
Some  are.  I have  never  taken  the  pains  to  go  through  the  whole,  but  I have  seen  some 
of  them,  and  those  are  provided  with  the  necessary  accommodation.  Indeed,  I think 
that  the  people  who  have  those  factories  are  generally  pretty  well  alive  to  that  themselves, 
and  do  not  require  to  be  pushed. 

9067.  With  reference  to  the  power  given  in  the  53d  section  of  compelling  parties  about 
to  erect  or  re-erect  houses  to  give  the  Local  Board  notice  of  their  intention,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  levels,  the  situation  and  construction  of  privies  and  cesspools,  and  so 
on,  has  that  power  been  made  use  of?— I think  that  it  has  generally  come  from  the 
parties  themselves. 

9068.  ( To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Are  you  aware  of  any  houses  having  been  built  or  rebuilt 
since  the  constitution  of  the  Local  Board,  without  notice  having  been  previously  given  to  the 
Board  with  respect  to  these  points  ? — There  has  been  a case  or  two  of  their  not  having 
done  so,  but  there  have  been  measures  taken  to  compel  them  to  do  so. 

{Mr.  Haggie.)  That  was  in  the  early  part. 

{Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  There  has  been  no  case  within  the  borough  of  late. 

9069.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Haggie.)  As  to  the  54th  section,  empowering  the  Local 
Board  to  see  that  all  privies,  water-closets,  ashpits,  &c.,  shall  be  constructed  so  as  not  to 
be  a nuisance,  I am  afraid  that  there  has  been  nothing  whatsoever  done  ? — No,  we  are 
almost  powerless  in  that  respect.  They  are  so  very  numerous  that  we  find  it  difficult  to 
cope  with  them.  I am  afraid  the  town  surveyor  would  find  a difficulty  where  to 
begin. 
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9070.  Has  this  subject  ever  been  discussed  before  the  Local  Board? — It  has  been  Peter  Haggle,  Esq. 

talked  about,  but  never  properly  discussed ; I remember  two  cases  which  the  surveyor  

brought  before  us.  In  each  of  those  cases  they  were  called  upon  to  provide  projjer  9th  March  1854. 

accommodations,  but  those  are  solitary  exceptions ; the  rest  of  the  places  I'emain  in  

statu  quo. 

9071.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  Have  the  Local  Board  proceeded  to  put  this  clause  in 
force  in  all  the  cases  in  which  you  have  reported  it  as  desirable  ? — No,  not  in  all  cases. 

9072.  You  have  reported  cases  to  them  without  their  having  done  so  ? — Yes. 

9073.  What  happened  on  those  occasions ; you  sent  in  a report  in  writing  to  them  at 
some  meeting,  I suppose  ? — Yes. 

9074.  What  followed  ; was  there  any  regular  discussion  upon  it,  or  was  it  merely  set 
aside  ? — There  might  a discussion  take  place,  and  it  might  be  simply  set  aside.  There 
have  been  a few  cases,  where  the  Local  Board  have  exercised  the  power,  and  with  good 
results  ; but  there  have  been  others  whicli  have  been  set  aside.  I do  not  know  for  what 
reason. 

{Mr.  Haggle)  I think  principally  for  want  of  sewerage. 

{Mr  Toiun  Surveyor.)  Yes,  that  meets  one  in  every  direction,  where  any  improvement 
isrequired. 

9075.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  With  regard  however  to  the  emptying  of  an  overflowing- 
ashpit  or  privy  ? — Yes,  but  that  is  almost  endless,  one  does  not  know  where  to  begin. 

{Mr.  Haggle)  The  power  has  just  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  surveyor  to  look 
after  these  things  himself ; it  was  passed  yesterday. 

9076.  {To  Mr.  Haggle)  I understand  you  to  say,  that  yesterday  you  gave  the  town 
surveyor  power  to  provide  for  the  regular  emptying  of  privies  and  ashpits? — Yes. 

9077.  But  up  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853  the  power  of  this  54th  section  had, 
except  perhaps  in  a few  cases,  not  been  exercised  at  all  ? — That  is  so. 

9078.  And  what  I understand  Mr.  Town  Surveyor  to  say  is,  that  the  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  under  the  section  was  so  immense  in  all  directions,  that  it  seemed  almost  a 
hopeless  task  to  begin  with  it  until  some  general  arrangements  shoidd  have  been  made 
to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  evil  ? — It  was  so,  I believe,  at  first  ; it  appeared  so  to  him 
and  to  everybody  else. 

{Mr.  Tovm  Surveyor)  I may  state  that  I have  often  complaints  made  to  me  in  regard 
to  such  nuisances. 

9079.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  By  the  tenants  of  tenemented  property  ? — Yes,  andliy 
occupiers  of  many  respectable  houses  ; and  I am  unable  to  apply  a remedy  to  them. 

9080.  You  have  been  until  yesterday  ? — Yes.  I expect  that  when  the  Board  take  the 
responsibility  of  this  into  their  own  hands,  and  when  the  new  system  of  scavenage  is  in 
proper  working  order,  it  will  prove  a great  boon  to  the  town. 

9081.  {To  Mr.  Haggle)  With  regard  to  the  55th  section,  by  which  the  Local  Board 
are  empowered  to  see  to  the  cleansing  of  the  surface  of  the  streets,  and  to  the  removal 
of  any  rubbish  that  may  be  there,  has  anything  been  done  ? — There  has  been  something 
done. 

9082.  I mean  previously  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853? — Previously  to  the  out- 
break of  cholera  very  little  had  been  done,  I should  say  none  at  all. 

9083.  And  the  streets  consequently  were  in  a very  bad  and  unscavenged  condition,  and 
accumulations  of  all  kinds  were  lying  about  in  every  direction  ? — Yes. 

9084.  Had  they  done  anytliing  under  the  powers  of  the  56th  section,  enabling  them 
to  provide  proper  middens  and  ashpits? — No. 

9085.  That  power  has  been  practically  neglected  ? — Practically  neglected,  and  I believe 
is  so  still. 

9086.  Had  anything  been  done  under  the  power  of  the  57th  section  authorizing 
them  to  provide  and  maintain  public  conveniences? — No,  in  no  single  case. 

9087.  And  yet  the  circiunstances  of  the  town  were  such  as  to  call  loudly  for  the 
exercise  of  that  power  ? — Frightfully  so. 

9088.  And  the  power  was  totally  neglected  ? — Totally  neglected  and  has  been  to  tliis 

9089.  The  58th  section  gives  them  power  to  cause  offensive  drains,  gutters  or  ditches 
to  be  drained,  cleansed,  covered  and  kept  in  a proper  condition  ; little  or  nothing  had 
been  done  under  that,  I presume,  previously  to  August  1853? — I believe  not.  I never 
knew  of  anything  excepting  in  solitary  instances,  which  did  not  amount  to  much. 

9090.  ( To  Mr.  Tovm  Surveyor.)  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  make  a report  upon 
any  such  matter  as  that,  either  as  to  the  scavenage  or  as  to  the  covering  and  keeping  clean 
offensive  ditches? — Yes,  I have  reported  with  regard  to  both  points. 

9091.  Was  anything  ever  done  with  reference  to  them? — A^es.  In  regard  to  the 
scavenage  I recommended  the  Board  to  take  the  whole  scavenage  into  their  ov/ii  hands. 

9092.  When  did  you  recommend  that? — About  a month  ago. 

9093.  Previously  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853  had  anything  been  done  under 
either  of  those  powers  ? — Yes  ; in  regard  to  offensive  drains  I reported  to  the  Board. 

9094.  Had  they  done  anything  to  cause  them  to  be  put  into  a better  condition  ? — 

Nothing  was  done  of  any  importance. 

9095.  Did  they  comply  with  the  spirit  of  your  suggestions  as  to  the  enforcement  of 
these  powers  of  the  55th  and  58th  sections  ? — No,  not  to  any  extent. 
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Peter  Maggie,  Esq.  {Mr.  Glephan  Will  you  ask,  in  reference  to  the  powers  of  these  sections,  whether 

one  of  the  places  reported  against  did  not  exist  in  that  very  triangle  in  which  the 

9th  March  1854.  cholera  broke  out  in  Gatesliead,  and  of  whicli  Victoria  Street  forms  one  side? 

■ 909().  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Toivn  Surveijor.)  Did  you  ever  make  any  report  on  the 

condition  of  that  cowbyre  ? — Yes,  I reported  twice  with  regard  to  it. 

9097.  About  when  first  ? — About  eighteen  months  ago.  There  was  a complaint  made 
to  me  about  it,  and  I recommended  the  Board  to  cause  the  cowbyre  to  Ibe  removed 
entirely  from  that  locality. 

9098.  As  much  as  eighteen  months  ago  ; that  would  be  at  the  close  of  1852  ? — Yes. 

9099.  Was  anything  done  under  that  first  suggestion  of  yours  ? — I believe  the 
resolution  of  the  board  was  that,  instead  of  its  being  removed,  the  owner  should  be  called 
upon  to  see  to  its  being  cleansed  every  other  day  or  so. 

9100.  Was  that  resolution,  namely,  the  cleansing  of  it  every  second  day,  carried  out? 
— It  was  to  a certain  extent  ; but  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep  one’s  eye  continually 
upon  the  place,  it  being  only  one  out  of  the  hundred  that  are  in  the  town  ; and 
accumulations  took  place  again,  and  another  complaint  was  made  to  me. 

9101.  About  what  time  was  the  second  complaint  made  to  you? — About  the  time  of 
the  outbreak  of  cholera. 

9102.  Then  in  fact  the  proceedings  adopted  by  the  ToAvn  Council  in  respect  of  your 
remonstrance  as  to  the  state  and  the  situation  of  this  cowbyre,  had  not  been  such  as  to 
attain  the  object  desired  and  to  prevent  the  place  being  a nuisance  ? — No. 

910.3.  {Mr.  Glephan.)  Did  any  of  the  occupiers  memorialize  the  council  ? — Yes,  I believe 
they  did ; and  there  have  been  repeated  complaints  made  to  me  by  the  people  living  in 
Mulgrave  Terrace  and  in  the  district  about  it. 

9104.  {Chairman.)  That  is  one  of  the  gx-eatest  nuisances  in  the  place? — Yes,  it  is  a 
very  great  nuisance ; but  there  are  so  maixy  that  it  is  veiy  difficult  to  tell  which  is  woi’st. 

9105.  {To  Mr.  Haggie.)  With  refei’ence  to  the  power  uixder  the  59th  section  enabling 
you  to  cause  nuisances  in  the  way  of  swineries  or  pigsties,  stagnant  waters  or  soakage 
from  find  out  of  privies  and  cesspools,  and  so  on,  to  be  abated,  has  that  power  been  put  in 
opei’ation  ? — Fi’om  time  to  time.  In  the  epidenxic  it  was  exei’cised,  and  on  the  cessation 
of  that  epidemic  it  relaxed  again. 

9100.  In  the  eight  nxonths  between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  1st  of  September,  1853, 
had  that  power  been  put  in  foi'ce  ? — I should  say  not,  nor  until  the  end  of  Septembei'. 

9107.  {To  3Tr.  Toum  Surveyor.)  It  was  on  this  section  that  yoix  were  going  to  give  us 
some  information,  I think  ? — Yes.  I I’eported  as  follows  : — “ Under  the  Public  Health  Act 
“ it  is  provided  by  clause  59  that  the  inspector  of  nuisances  shall  liave  power  to  give  notice 
“ for  the  removal  of  any  nuisance  to  the  person  to  wlxonx  the  same  belongs,  or  to  the  occupier 
“ of  the  preixiises  on  wliich  it  exists  ; and  if  at  the  expii’ation  of  twenty-four  hours  after 
“ such  notice  the  same  be  ixot  complied  with,  the  manure,  dung,  &c.,  or  matter  I'eferred 
“ to,  shall  be  vested  in,  and  be  sold  b}^,  the  board,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  carried  to  the 
“ district  fund  account.  It  so  happens  in  Gateshead  that  the  expense  of  removal  of  such 
“ refuse  often  exceeds  the  value  of  the  i-efuse.  I am,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances, 
“ not  aware  of  any  provision  in  the  Public  Health  Act  for  the  recovery  of  expenses 
“ attendant  upon  such  removal.”  This  has  been  coixxmunicated  to  the  General  Board  with 
the  view  of  some  amendment  of  that  clause  ; but  it  was  stated  by  the  General  Board  that 
this  alluded  to  lai-ge  accumuhxtions  of  manure,  and  did  not  apply  to  ashpits,  to  which  I 
moi’e  particularly  i’eferred. 

9108.  But  there  would  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  Locxil  Board  of  Health  having  had  the 
]30wer  to  remove  these  things,  and  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  removal  out  of  any  I'ates 
that  they  may  have  thought  proper  to  levy? — No,  and  that  is  what  they  have  now 
undertaken,  by  taking  the  whole  town  into  their  own  hands.  The  expense  of  that  will 
be  defrayed  by  a rate. 

9109.  There  was  no  inefficiency  in  the  law  ; it  was  mei'ely  the  unwillingness  on  the 
jxart  of  the  rxitepayers  to  incur  the  expense  of  enforcing  the  laxv  ?■ — No  doubt. 

{Mr.  Glephan.)  There  was  an  objection  to  making  the  ratepayers  clean  individual  persons’ 
houses  at  the  expense  of  the  general  body.  It  may  be  pi’oper  enough  to  clean  the  v/hole  town 
at  the  expense  of  the  general  body,  but  we  should  not  have  a part  cleaned  at  the  expense 
of  the  rest. 

{Chairman.)  The  ratepayei’S  would  hxive  been  wise  to  do  so  nevertheless,  seeing  that  they 
must  maintain  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  are  killed  by  it,  and  so  on.  They 
have  not  yet  got,  I think,  to  look  at  the  true  financial  bearings  of  the  question. 

9110.  ( To  Mr.  Maggie.)  With  reference  to  the  power  of  the  60th  section  authorising 
the  Local  Board  of  Health  on  certain  certificates  to  order  a house  to  be  whitewashed  and 
cleansed  or  purified,  has  that  power  at  any  time  previous  to  August  1853  been  put  in 
operation  ? — Not  that  I am  awai-e  of  I have  not  heard  of  a case. 

9111.  You  do  not  doubt,  I suppose,  that  thei’e  is  an  immense  pi’oportion  of  the 
habitations  of  the  pooi'er  classes  in  this  borough  which  are  in  a condition  so  filthy  and 
unwholesome  as  to  call  loudly  for  the  exercise  of  that  power?— No,  I do  not  doubt 
it ; from  my  personal  experience  I think  it  is  highly  desirable  that  they  should  all  be 
visited  periodically  for  that  purpose. 

9112.  Do  you  tlfink,  for  instance,  with  a view  to  the  cai’i'ying  out  of  the  powers  of 
that  section,  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  for  the  Local  Board  to  have  appointed  the 
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officer  of  health,  whose  certificate  would  have  been  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  effect  that  Peter  Jlaggie,  Esq. 
object  ? — Decidedly.  

9113.  With  regard  to  the  powers  under  the  61st,  62d,  63d,  64th,  and  65th  sections,  9th  March  1854. 

with  reference  to  slaughter-houses,  I believe  that  on  the  3d  of  March  1852,  you  did  issue  

regulations  for  the  management  of  slaughter-houses  ? — Yes. 

9114.  Do  you  know  whether  tho.se  I’egixlations  have  been  insLsted  upon? — To  a very 
great  extent,  they  have. 

9115.  Have  the  beneficial  effects  of  that  been  obvious  ? — There  is  no  question  of  it,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

9116.  I see  that  on  the  3d  of  March  1852,  there  was  one  byelaw  made  with  reference 
to  the  cleansing  of  dwellings.  “ The  occupiers  of  any  premises  within  the  said  corporate 
“ district  shall  whitewash  or  otherwise  cleanse  and  keep  cleansed  the  interior  of  their 
“ premises,  so  that  no  offensive  smell  shall  be  caused  by  or  proceed  from  the  same.”  I 
am  afraid  that  byelaw  has  never  been  insisted  upon  ? — 1 am  afraid  not. 

9117.  The  byelaw  as  Avell  as  the  statute  has  been  eqiuilly  neglected  in  that  respect  ? — 

Decidedly,  except  in  the  case  of  the  registered  lodging-houses. 

9118.  With  reference  to  the  power  of  the  66th  section  with  regard  to  common  lodging- 
houses,  that  power,  I believe,  has  been  put  in  operation  fully ; the  parochial  surgeon 
having  stated  that  the  beneficial  results  of  that  moreover  had  been  obvious  ? — Yes. 

9119.  (To  Mr.  Town,  Surveyor.)  Is  that  your  impression  too,  viz.,  that  the  powers  of 
that  section  have  been  well  carried  out  ? — Yes. 

9120.  And  that  the  public  has  been  able  to  see  the  beneficial  results  of  it? — Yes  ; I 
believe  that  to  be  the  case. 

9121.  (To  Mr.  Haggie.)  With  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  67th  section,  forbidding 
the  letting  or  occupation  of  cellars,  have  those  powers  been  put  in  force  ? — On  one  or  two 
occasions,  I think  they  have. 

9122.  Were  these  the  only  occasions  which  called  for  the  exercise  of  the  power? — I 
should  say  not.  Even  in  new  houses  it  has  been  neglected. 

9123.  It  was  stated  to  us  by  the  parochial  surgeon  with  regard  to  several  streets 
yesterday,  that  a considerable  proportion  of  the  mortality  had,  to  his  knowledge,  been  in 
cellar  dwellings? — Yes ; within  a few  yards  of  where  I reside  myself,  it  has  been  so. 

9124.  So  then,  in  fact,  there  have  been  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  the  borough 
calling  loudly  for  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  which  nevertheless  have  not  been  exercised  ? 

—Yes. 

9125.  With  regard  to  the  management  of  public  streets  under  the  powers  of  the  68th 
section,  enabling  the  Local  Board  to  cause  these  streets  to  be  levelled,  fiagged,  channelled, 
and  altered,  has  anything  been  done? — Yes  ; there  has  been  a considerable  outlay  in  that 
matter ; but  a great  deal  yet  remains  to  be  done. 

9126.  You  cannot  of  course  do  everything  at  once,  but  would  you  say  that  the  Local 
Board  have  proceeded  with  reasonable  diligence  in  the  exercise  of  that  power  ? — I think 
scarcely.  I think  there  has  still  been  a lagging  in  that  matter'. 

9127.  (To  Mr.  Tovjti  Surveyor.)  Do  you  agree  in  that? — Yes;  there  has  been  a 
considerable  amount  done. 

9128.  But  do  you  think  that  the  powers  have  been  exercised  to  the  full  extent  to 
which  they  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  be  exercised  ? — By  no  means. 

9129.  (To  Mr.  Haggle.)  Then  the  69th  section  gives  an  additional  power,  namely,  the 
compelling  the  paving  and  so  on  of  private  streets.  I am  afraid  in  respect  of  that  very 
little  has  been  done  ? — Very  little.  I do  not  know  that  anything  has  been  done;  in  fact 
we  suffer  ourselves  from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  left  undone. 

9130.  (To  Mr.  Toiuii  Surveyor.)  Do  you  knoAv  any  occasions  on  which  the  provisions 
of  that  69th  section  have  been  put  in  force,  beside  the  case  of  Grahamsley  Street  ? — Yes; 

Ellison  Street  West,  and  Mirk  Lane. 

9181.  Do  you  know  any  other  cases  in  which  it  would  have  been  desirable  that  they 
should  have  been  put  in  force  ? — A great  many. 

9132.  Have  you  ever  made  suggestions  to  the  Local  Board  to  that  effect  ? — I have 
often  done  so;  I have  recommended  the  Board  to  take  into  their  hands  the  construction 
of  proper  streets. 

9133.  With  regard  to  ju'ivate  streets,  though,  where  they  could  not  in  tlie  first  instance 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  have  you  ever  suggested  that  the  owners  should 
be  compelled  to  pave  and  put  them  in  pro}>er  order  ? — Yes,  I have. 

9134.  And  they  have  not  complied  with  the  suggestion  ? — No. 

9135.  Do  you  know  whether  any  discussion  followed,  or  what  resulted  in  respect  ot 
your-  suggestions  ? — (Mr.  Haggie.)  It  was  the  fear  of  law  expenses  in  having  to  compel  the 
parties  to  pay.  The  fear  of  getting  into  law  with  them,  I think,  operated  very  seriously 
against  its  being  done. 

9136.  The  possible  expenses  attendant  on  the  exercise  of  a salutary  power  were 
considered  a sufficient  reason  for  not  exercising  the  power  at  all  ? — Yes. 

(Mr.  Glephan.)  More  than  possible,  actual  outlay.  They  were  resisted,  and  the 
ratepayers  had  to  pay. 

9L37.  (To  Mr.  Cle'phan.)  I understand  you  to  say  that,  in  one  case  at  least,  they 
proceeded  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  69th  section,  but  that  they  were  put  to  expense 
in  recovering  the  sums  expended  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  ? — I do  not  know  whether 
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that  section  applies  to  this  case  or  not.  It  was  a case  in  which  notice  was  given  to 
certain  parties  to  do  certain  things,  and  in  which  they  did  not  do  them,  wishing  the 
Board  of  Health  to  do  them  in  their  place,  and  then,  when  they  were  done,  the  parties 
objected  that  more  had  been  done  than  was  covered  by  the  notice,  and  they  got  a 
decision  of  the  Bench  in  their  favonr ; so  that  the  surplus  came  on  the  ratepayers. 

9138.  And  the  result  of  that  was  to  discourage  the  board  from  the  exercise  of  their 
powers  altogether  ? — No,  they  have  acted  upon  them  since,  but  it  was  to  some  extent  a 
discouragement. 

9139.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  The  powers  of  tlie  72d  section,  as  to  requiring  notice 
before  laying  out  new  streets  and  so  on,  you  have  insisted  upon  ? — Yes,  with  great  benefit. 

9140.  With  regard  to  the  compulsory  supply  of  water,  Mr.  Main  stated  that  the 
powers  of  the  76th  section  were  practically  insufficient,  owing  to  the  wording  of  the 
clause.  That,  I suppose,  will  have  interfered  a good  deal  with  the  exercise  of  the 
power  ? — Yes,  to  a considerable  extent. 

9141.  Nothing,  I suppose,  has  been  done  as  to  reception-houses  for  the  dead,  which 
is  a remoter  matter  ? 

{Mr.  Haggle)  So  remote  that  we  scarcely  ever  hear  of  the  necessity. 

9142.  I suppose  Mr.  Kell  will  be  able  to  give  us  an  account  of  all  the  rates  which  the 
ratepayers  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  for  sanitary  operations  ? — I expect  so. 

9 14k  {To  Mr.  Haggle.)  Then,  the  upshot  of  your  evidence  apparently  would  be  to  this 
effect : that  a great  many  very  valuable  powers  conferred  on  the  Local  Board  by  the  Public 
Health  Act  have,  with  slight  exceptions,  been  allowed  to  remain  inoperative  ? — Yes,  or 
rather  been  adopted  so  slowly  as  to  become  absolutely  an  objection  rather  than  a benefit. 

9144.  And  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  in  September  1853,  there 
hadbeen  a great  neglect  of  very  salutary  and  beneficial  powers  ? — Most  decidedly. 

9145.  That  the  question  of  exercising  divers  of  these  powers  was  on  different  occasions 
brought  in  one  way  or  another  before  the  notice  of  the  Local  Board  ? — Yes. 

9146.  But  that  the  majority  of  the  Local  Board  decided  on  not  exercising  those  powers, 
and  mainly  on  the  score  of  expense  ? — I should  say  so  ; that  must  have  been  their  reason. 
They  are  all  wishful  that  they  sliould  be  adopted  eventually,  but  they  wish  to  go  on  so 
gradually  as  to  let  the  expense  be  trivial. 

9147.  L)o  you  think  that  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  Local 
Board  are  themselves  privately  and  pecuniarily  interested  in  the  matter  otherwise  than 
as  simple  ratepayers  ? — Some  of  them  are.  I do  not  know  that  that  operates. 

914k  I merely  ask  you  as  to  the  fact? — Yes  ; I believe  it  is  so. 

9149.  Are  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health 
owners  of  courts  and  entries  ; do  they  possess  houses  inadequately  provided  with  proper 
ashpit  and  privy  accommodation,  or  would  any  considerable  proportion  of  them  be 
personally  the  owners  of  tenemented  property  ? — Not  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
Council ; but  a few  active  working  men  of  the  Council  have  such  property,  I believe. 

9150.  {Mr.  Glephan.)  But  you  do  not  think  that  that  operates  much  ? — I should  hope 
not ; I have  been  willing  hitherto,  to  think  not.  I should  not  like  to  conclude  that  that 
was  operating. 

9151.  {3Ir.  Bateman.)  Your  impression  is  that  it  does  not  operate  to  an  injurious 
interference  with  works  of  public  improvement  ? — I should  say  so. 

9152.  {Chairman.)  Still,  it  is  a fact  that  a certain  proportion  of  the  active  members 
of  the  Local  Board  are  themselves  owners  of  tenemented  property,  requiring  great 
sanitary  improvement,  and  therefore  liable  to  considerable  expense  for  the  carrying  out 
of  that  sanitary  improvement  ? — That  is  quite  a fact. 

9153.  It  is  also  a fact  that  the  question  of  expense  in  carrying  out  these  powers  for 
the  purpose  of  sanitary  improvement  has  been  the  main  cause  alleged  for  not  putting 
those  powers  in  operation  ? — Yes. 

9154.  Have  you  yourself  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  poorer  districts  ? — Yes,  I have. 

9155.  Were  you  here  yesterday? — A part  of  the  time.  I heard  Mr.  Brady's 
evidence. 

9156.  You  would  agree  in  the  statements  probably  which  have  been  given,  as  to  the 
very  improper  form  of  house  construction  which  prevails  in  large  portions  of  the 
districts  occupied  by  the  poorer  classes? — Yes. 

9157.  The  nature  of  it  being  such  as  to  render  adequate  ventilation  almost  impossible  ? 
— Almost  impossible,  in  some  cases  quite  impossible,  except  by  pumping  it  in  and  drawing 
it  out  again. 

9158.  In  going  through  these  places,  have  you  had  occasion  to  see  signs  of  the  great 
deficiency  of  privy  and  midden  accommodation  ? — Yes,  to  an  alarming  extent. 

9159.  And  when  you  found  such  things  in  existence,  what  was  their  state? — They 
were  not  fit  for  any  human  being  to  go  into  ; not  in  any  case.  I do  not  remember  one 
instance  where  they  were  fit  to  go  into. 

9160.  Estimating  the  population  of  Pipewellgate  at  2,000,  or  rather  under,  would  you 
agree  in  the  statement  that  at  least  nine-tenths  of  that  population  had  literally  no  privy 
accommodation  whatsoever  ? — Quite  so. 

9161.  The  consequence  would  be  that  the  females  and  the  children,  and  the  sick  folks 
among  all  that  nine-tenths  of  the  population  would  be  obliged  to  use  kits  and  vessels  in 
their  own  single  rooms,  and  in  one  another's  presence  ? — Yes. 
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9162.  Whicli  kits  and  vessels  would  certainly  have  to  be  kept  in  the  rooms  for  a Peter  Maggie,  Esq. 

considerable  proportion  of  each  twenty-four  hours,  till  the  next  coming  round  of  the  

scavengers'  cart,  unless  previously  emptied  into  the  court  or  entry,  to  remain  there  for  9th  March  1851. 
ever  ? — Yes.  

9163.  In  going  into  these  tenements,  have  you  habitually  seen  tliose  kits  in  the  rooms 
and  at  the  stairheads  ? — Principally  at  the  stairhead,  sometimes  in  the  room. 

9164.  Inside  the  house  as  an  habitual  thing? — Yes. 

9165.  Within  a foot  or  two  of  the  door  of  the  room  % — Yes. 

9166.  You  have  noticed  in  the  private  courts  and  entries  that  these  places  are  hardly 
paved  at  all  ? — They  are  hardly  paved  at  all. 

9167.  Nor  drained  at  all  ? — Nor  drained  at  all,  except  along  the  natural  declivity. 

91  68.  Nor  scavenged  either  ? — Nor  scavenged  in  a i-egular  way. 

9169.  So  that  if  one  dirty  fellow  in  a court  chose  systematically  to  empty  his  kit  into 
the  court,  the  contents  would  remain  there  for  ever  ? — Until  it  was  washed  away.  I 
have  seen  the  surface,  house  after  house,  covered  with  such  refuse  close  to  the  very  doors 
where  the  people  live.  They  did  not  even  take  the  trouble  to  go  three  yards  further  on 
where  there  was  a little  runner,  but  they  threw  it  out  and  let  it  take  its  chance. 

9170.  A considerable  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  poorer  districts  are  of  very 
dirty  habits  ? — I do  not  see  how  they  can  be  otherwise  ; they  have  not  the  opportunity 
of  keeping  themselves  clean.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  some  of  the  houses,  how  very  nice, 
and  clean  they  were  inside,  when  everything  surrounding  them  was  so  very  filthy. 

These  houses  were  exceptions,  however. 

9171.  It  also  would  be  true,  no  doubt,  that  you  have  what  may  be  called  rather  a low 
type  of  the  poorer  classes  here  to  some  extent,  and  that  their  personal  habits  are  exceedingly 
dirty? — Yes,  the  tramps  and  beggars  and  that  sort  of  people  are  generally  dirty.  The 
working  classes  themselves,  I believe,  are  inclined  to  be  cleanly  if  they  have  the 
opportunity. 

9172.  With  regard  to  a certain  per  centage  of  the  poorer  population,  they  have  dirty 
personal  habits,  tending  to  increase  the  evil  arising  from  other  circumstances  over  which 
they  have  no  control  ? — Precisely. 

9173.  [Mr.  Glephan.)  Do  you  know  as  to  New  Gateshead,  that  where  the  people  have 
water-closets  some  of  them  so  neglect  those  places  and  abuse  them  that'  they  ca.nnot 
go  to  the  water-closets,  and  that  they  make  them  sources  of  nuisance  ? — I do  not. 

9174.  {Chairman.)  I dare  say  you  would  not  doubt  that  you  have  a certain  proportion 
of  population  here  which  is  very  reckless? — I do  not  doubt  that. 

9175.  Whicli  would  be  very  capable,  at  all  events  until  they  were  educated  into  better 
habits,  of  neglecting  and  abusing  sanitary  advantages  ? — Exactly. 

9176.  But  you  would  not  believe  that  of  any  large  proportion  of  the  working  classes? 

— No,  I would  not. 

9177.  Have  you  also  noticed,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  houses  in  these  poorer 
districts,  that  the  walls  are  often  damp,  and  not  always  with  pure  water  only,  and  that 
they  are  often  rotten  and  dilapidated  into  the  bai’gain  ? — Yes  ; I have  even  known  them 
to  live  above  a stable  or  byre  where  the  floor  was  broken  through,  and  if  you  put  your 
fixce  over  the  hole  you  could  feel  the  hot  effluvium  arising  from  it  like  steam. 

9178.  You  could  feel  it  as  well  as  smell  it  ? — Yes. 

9179.  And  the  interior  of  these  tenements  you  have  found  low  and  dark  and  ill  venti- 
lated and  crowded^ — Yes  ; and  unwholesome  in  every  respect. 

9180.  {To  Mr.  Toivn  Clerh.)  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  difference  whatsoever  as  to 
the  facts  of  the  case  ? — I should  think  not. 

‘)181.  It  is  admitted  by  every  one  that  the  larger  proportion  of  the  habitations  of  the 
poorer  classes  are,  in  almost  every  sanitary  respect,  very  defective  ?— Yes,  and  that  obser- 
vation is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  older  parts  of  the  town. 

9182.  {Mr.  Clephan  to  Mr.  Maggie.)  Do  you  live  in  one  of  what  are  called  the  best 
parts  of  the  town  yourself? — One  of  the  most  healthy,  I believe. 

9183.  One  of  the  more  aristocratic  parts  of  the  town  ? — Yes;  in  West  Street. 

9184.  What  is  your  own  domestic  condition? — I feel  as  if  I was  living  in  a nest  of 
filth,  the  effluvia  arising  from  which,  though  not  apparent,  must  be  very  injurious  to  my 
family. 

9185.  Has  a large  house  next  to  you  become  a tenemented  house  ? — It  has. 

9186.  {Ghuirman.)  It  seems  that  there  is  no  sewer  within  a hundred  feet  of  your 
house  then? — There  is  no  sewer  at  all  ; the  water  goes  round  to  the  sump,  and  has  to 
be  cleared  out  occasionally ; that  sump  is  partly  under  my  house  and  partly  under  the 
houses  of  the  neighbourhood. 

9187.  It  is  ]uerely  a water  cesspool  ?~It  is  a water  cesspool  in  connexion  with  a well, 
and  from  that  well  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  get  a supply  of  water.  They  will 
not  use  the  Whittle  Dean  if  they  can  help  it  ; they  have  not  got  over  the  prejudice  yet. 

That  pump  is  going  night  and  day.  I have  heard  it  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

9188.  With  reference  to  another  cause  of  nuisance,  namely,  the  smoke  nuisance, 
nothing  has  been  done  as  to  that? — No. 

(Mr.  Tovm  Clerk)  We  had  no  clause,  unfortunately,  in  our  provisional  order,  with 
)-egard  to  smoke. 
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Peter  Haggie,  Esq.  9189.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Town  Glerh.)  With  regard  to  ofiensive  trades,  under  the  61st 

to  the  65th  sections,  what  has  been  done  ? — The  Local  Board  have  granted  one  or  two 

9th  March  1854.  licences;  and  a question,  which  is  of  some  importance,  has  arisen,  as  to  the  authority 

of  the  Board  under  the  Act  to  recal  a licence,  when  once  granted  ; although  the  business 

slaould  prove  more  offensive  than  was  anticipated.  The  matter  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Local  Board  of  Health  for  some  time  yesterday. 

9190.  {Mr.  Glephan.)  Hid  they  at  the  time  grant  the  licence  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
the  surveyor  ? — They  did  ; under  the  idea  that  the  surveyor’s  opinion,  if  acted  upon,  would 
be  too  stringent  upon  the  tradesmen  of  the  town,  and  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  advance- 
ment of  trade  ; and  on  the  personal  assurance  of  a gentleman,  who  was  then  a member 
of  the  Council,  but  who  has  since  died,  that  it  should  not  be  a nuisance,  the  licence  was 
granted. 

9191.  {Chairman)  It  is  the  64th  section  to  which  I refer,  enacting  that  certain  offen- 
sive businesses,  bone-boiling,  and  so  on,  shall  not  Ije  newly  established  without  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health.  That  power  has  been  enforced  ? — That  power  has 
l>een  enforced. 

9192.  No  new  place  has  been  established  without  the  licence  of  the  Local  Board  ? — 
That  is  so. 

{Mr.  Haggie)  So  far  as  they  know. 

9193.  {To  Mr.  Haggie)  Would  you  like  to  make  any  observations  with  regard  to  the 
water.  Ho  you  usually  take  Whittle  Hean  water  ? — have  occasionally  done  so. 

9194.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  epidemic  ? — Tlien  and  long  before  that  it  was 
not  fit  to  drink.  It  was  very  often  muddy,  and  at  present  it  is  very  sandy  ; liowever,  it 
is  better  than  what  we  then  had.  It  is,  I fancy,  a sort  of  Hobson’s  choice  with  us,  we 
do  not  know  what  to  do. 

9195.  You  do  not  think  it  very  good? — It  is  not  very  nice  to  drink  ; it  is  better  a 
great  deal  than  it  was. 

9196.  Have  you  noticed  anything  in  the  taste  or  smell? — Not  in  the  smell ; I have 
noticed  the  taste. 

9197.  Of  what  kind? — It  was  more  from  iron  I tliink  than  anything  else;  it  had 
probably  been  lying  long  in  the  pipes  and  had  got  partly  the  taste  of  the  iron. 

9198.  {Mr.  Glephan.)  In  justice  to  the  ratepayers,  let  me  ask  you,  did  not  a deputation 
wait  upon  the  Town  Council,  pressing  upon  them  to  go  forward  with  the  sewerage  and 
to  take  certain  steps,  which,  if  the  Council  had  taken,  would  have  been  an  expense 
upon  the  ratepayers,  and  would  have  enabled  the  Council  to  make  drains  at  their  charge ; 
and  did  not  they  urge  upon  the  Council  that  the  neglect  of  doing  so  was  driving  people 
awa}'"  from  their  property  1 — I believe  that  is  the  case  ; tlie  plea  that  they  came  forward 
with  was  that  they  could  not  get  their  streets  paved,  and  that  they  could  not  do  so 
until  the  sewerage  was  taken  in  hand. 

9199.  The  Town  Council  were  going  forward  with  plans  and  preparing  for  the  drainage 
of  the  eastern  district.  The  owners  of  houses  in  this  district  came  before  the  Council, 
pressing  the  Council  to  have  a sewer  made  as  quickly  as  possible.  They  stated  that  in 
consequence  of  their  houses  being  in  a bad  state,  and  especially  after  the  cholera,  when 
the  people  got  alarmed,  their  tenants  were  leaving  their  houses  because  they  were  not 
habitable. — {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  And  those  were  houses  not  two  years  old. 

9200.  [Chairman)  The  evil  had  reached  its  climax,  and  the  landlord  was  being  over- 
reached in  his  own  penny-wise,  pound-foolish  contrivances  1 — {Mr.  Glephan)  Yes. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  roads  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  these  liouses  not  being  public 
highways,  they  were  entirely  neglected  and  became  a mere  mass  of  filth.  In  my  opinion  it 
is  as  necessary  for  the  owner  of  such  property  to  make  a good  road  to  his  house  as  it  is  to 
put  a roof  upon  it.  They  neglected  that  duty,  and  they  called  upon  the  Council  to  do 
it  for  them,  and  so  urgently,  that  our  very  industrious  town  surveyor  was  to  neglect 
everything  else  till  he  had  got  that  done. 

9201.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Haggie.)  If  you  except  the  changes -which  have  been  made 
in  the  sewering,  paving,  and  scavenging  of  the  High  Street,  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
other  main  thoroughfares,  do  you  think  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  has  materially 
improved,  say  in  the  last  seven  or  ten  years  ? — I should  say  not. 

9202.  Especially  as  regards  the  poorest  and  worst  districts,  where  sanitary  improve- 
ment was  most  materially  required,  there  has  been  little  or  no  improvement  within  that 
time  ? — I should  say  literally  none. 

9203.  Since  Hr.  Beid  was  here  in  1843  for  instance  ? — No. 


J.  Robson,  Esq. 


Joseph  Kobson,  Esq.,  alderman,  examined. 

9204.  {Ghairmwn.)  You  are  chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  ? — Yes. 

9205.  Have  you  been  a member  of  that  Local  Board  ever  since  its  foimation? — I have 
been  a member  but  not  chairman.  I have  been  in  the  Council  also  ever  since  it  was 
established,  except  one  year. 

9206.  You  have  been  mayor  of  the  place  also  ?-  Yes. 
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9207.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Peter  Haggie,  and 
Mr.  Town  Surveyor  Hall,  in  answer  to  our  detailed  questions  respecting  the  different 
powers  which  the  Local  Board  of  Health  have  had  under  their  Act  ? — Yes. 

9208.  Do  you  agree  with  what  you  have  heard  stated  by  those  gentlemen  ? — Yes.  I 
think  the  only  fault  is  that  the  Local  Board  do  not  in  my  opinion  put  those  powers  into 
operation  thoroughly. 

9209.  It  has  been  stated  generally,  that,  if  we  except  one  or  two  powers  which  have 
been  pretty  fully  exercised,  and  one  or  two  other  powers  which  have  been  partially 
exei’cised  in  a few  instances,  the  main  bulk  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  Local  Board 
have  at  all  events  been  very  inadequately  exercised  ? — Yes. 

9210.  Some  of  them  entirely  neglected  ? — Yes 

9211.  A good  many  of  them  only  inadequately  carried  out,  and  but  a very  few  which 
really  have  been  put  in  force  to  the  full  effect  to  which  they  might  have  been,  even  under 
the  circumstances  ? — Yes.  I have  seen  the  benefit,  however,  of  what  we  have  done. 

9212.  Have  you  any  intimate  knowledge  yourself  of  the  different  localities  of  the 
town  ? — Yes. 
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9213.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  both  yesterday  and  to-day  ? 

— Yes. 

9214.  You  agree  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case  being  properly  represented  in  that  evidence? 

— Perfectly.  With  reference  to  the  plan  of  the  drainage,  I recollect  a discussion  in  the 
Council  upon  it.  I do  not  know  whether  it  was  put  to  the  vote  or  not,  but  I know  tliere 
was  an  order  to  the  town  clerk  to  write  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  see  what  a plan  of 
the  whole  borough  would  cost ; and  I believe,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  that  the  state- 
ment came  down  that  it  woidd  cost  from  500^.  to  600h  ; and  certainly  I only  regret  now, 
as  I did  at  that  day,  that  it  was  not  done. 

9215.  {To  Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  Have  you  a reference  to  that  circumstance  ? — Yes,  at  page  13 
of  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  report  in  the  evidence  wliidi  I gave  before  him. 

9216.  Be  good  enough  to  read  it? — “Tliere  is  no  public  survey  of  the  town  or  district 
“ comprehending  a system  of  levels,  although  the  subject  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
“ Town  Council,  v/ho  applied  to  the  Ordnance  Office  for  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of 
“ a plan  of  the  Ordnance  survey  of  the  borough,  upon  a scale  of  five  feet  to  the  mile  ; but 
“on  learning  in  Augu.st  1848  that  such  apian  would  cost  the  borough  above  30fV-. 

“ (although  the  survey  had  been  taken  at  the  public  expense),  the  idea  of  procuring  it  was 
“ abandoned ; the  state  of  the  borough  fund  not  justifying  the  appropriation  of  so  large  a 
“ sum  for  that  plan,  however  desirable  the  possession  of  it  might  be.” 

9217.  And  on  this  point  you  have  to  make  exactly  the  same  statement  to  us  at  this 
day  which  you  made  to  Mr.  Pvawlinson  in  1849  ? — With  this  addition,  that  on  the  Public 
Health  Act  being  applied  to  Gateshead,  we  made  another  application,  and  then  we  found 
that  instead  of  300h  the  cost  would  he  600^. 

9218.  {To  Mr.  Robson.)  Do  you  agree  also  in  the  answers  Avhich  Mr.  Hall  gave  to  the 
general  question,  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  in  the  last  few 
years  ? — Yes  ; it  is  improved  materially  in  some  places,  but  not  in  the  courts  and  alleys. 

9219.  Not  in  the  rvorst  }>arts  ? — No.  I think  it  is  almost  impossible  to  improve  the 
lower  parts  of  the  town.  There  is  one  point  Avhich  I am  very  glad  that  Mr.  Brady 
mentioned  yesterday,  and  that  is  that  jiarts  of  Gatesliead  are  built  upon  a most  objectionable 
foundation  ; the  rock  is  quarried  out  for  building  purposes,  and  then  the  quarry  is  filled 
up  with  all  sorts  of  filth,  on  the  top  of  wliich  is  built  a street.  It  is  most  deplorable. 

9220.  We  have  one  such  instance  in  Victoria  Street;  do  you  knorv  of  any  more  ? — 
Yes  ; Graham.sley  Street  is  in  the  same  way,  and  others. 

9221.  Tliere  are  several  instances  then  in  this  borough  of  streets,  having  been  built 
upon  accumulations  of  town  refuse,  shot  into  old  quarry  boles  ? — Yes  ; it  is  most  abomin- 
able ; on  the  top  of  all  tlie  filth  that  can  be  found. 

9222.  (Mr.  Clephan.)  In  addition  to  that,  I think  these  places  generally  have  no  drains 
or  sewers,  and  therefore  all  tlie  moisture  goes  down  to  that  accumulation  ? — Exactly. 

9223.  It  is  a sponge  of  filth? — Exactlj^ 

9224.  {j\fr.  Bateman.)  I think  in  perambulating  the  district  which  you  have  pointed 
out,  Ave  a,scertained  that  there  is  a large  extent  of  the  higher  parts  of  Gateshead  in  which 
the  only  drainage  consists  of  borelioles  into  the  old  Avorkiugs,  by  means  of  Avhich  those 
workings  are  being  gradually  converted  into  an  immense  cesspool? — Yes;  there  is  a 
large  glass  manufactory,  for  instance,  Avhere  I believe  tliey  have  a drain,  l;>ut  its  filth  all 
goes  into  the  coal-seam. 

.9225.  {Chairman.)  Perhaps  the  accumulations  of  3"earsmay  be  there  already  ? — Yes. 

9226.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  What  depth  are  they  beloAv  the  surface  of  the  ground? — They 
will  get  into  a seam  perhaps  five  or  six  fathoms  doAvn,  and  then  go  away  into  the  coal 
mine. 

9227.  Which  Avay  does  the  level  dip  ? — It  dips  to  the  east. 

9228.  Does  the  Avater  from  these  seams  make  its  ajApearance  again  anyAvliere  along  the 
banks  of  the  river? — Not  that  I knoAV  of,  although  it  is  very  natural  to  think  that  it 
will.  There  are  many  draAV-wells  all  the  Avay  up,  and  if  a Avell  be  to  the  east  of  any  of 
these  places,  I have  no  doubt  it  Avill  get  the  Avater  from  this  refuse. 

9229.  Do  the  draw-wells  go  down  to  the  same  level  ?— Yes  ; if  they  go  further  down 
the  water  leaves  them. 
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9230.  Do  you  apprehend  any  mischief  from  that? — Yes,  Ithinktliere  is.  Only  this 
winter  at  Walker  Terrace,  vdiere  they  were  putting  in  the  drainage,  they  were  opening 
the  rode,  four,  five,  or  six  feet  deep ; and  the  filth  may  go  into  a Avell,  if  not  into  the 
the  first,  into  the  second. 

{Mr.  Tovm  Clerk.)  Mr.  Robson  refers  to  a row  of  the  finest  houses  in  Gateshead,  quite  to 
the  west  of  the  town.  There  is  a street  laid  out  fui'ther  south  of  it,  called  Regent  Street. 
Two  or  three  of  the  houses  of  that  street  are  built ; it  will  come  down  eventually  to  West 
Street.  The  plans  of  these  houses  came  before  the  board  ; they  were  very  well 
ari'anged  plans  ; and  as  they  have  no  main  sewer  in  that  locality,  they  proposed  to  carry 
the  drainage  of  those  houses  down  to  the  old  coal  workings,  in  the  high  main  seam.  So 
also  with  Walker  Terrace.  The  board  allowed  them  to  go  on  in  the  mean  time, 
expecting  that  a main  sewer  Avould  soon  be  made,  and  that  they  would  join  on  to  the 
main  sewerage  of  the  town.  However,  instead  of  making  a pit  down  into  the  workings, 
the  drain  was  left  open,  and  upon  complaint,  a notice  was  served  by  the  board  that  they 
should  abate  this  nuisance,  and  instead  of  making  a continuation  of  the  sewer  into  High 
Street,  they  are  actually  at  this  moment  carrying  it  down  into  these  old  workings. 

9231.  {Mr.  Bateman)  These  workings  being  about  twenty  feet  below  the  surface  ? — 
Yes. 

9232.  {Chairman.)  There  is  no  sewerage  system  in  the  neighbourhood  into  which  they 
can  drain  ? — None. 

9233.  Then  the  circumstances  are  such  that  you  are  compelled  to  sanction  this  course? 

Yes  ; all  the  west  part  of  the  town  round  the  workhouse,  Claremont  Place,  Sedgwick 

Place,  and  the  whole  of  that  neighbourhood,  is  drained  into  the  coal  workings. 

9234.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  ever  perceive  any  effluvium  arise  from  the  drainage 
into  the  coal  workings  ?— No. 

9235.  I suppose  that  one  of  these  boreholes  is  sometimes  immediately  opposite  a 
dwelling-house  ? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  There  is  one  in  High  Street,  at  the  corner  of  Ellison  Street,  by  the 
Albion  Hotel. 

9236.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  What  is  the  state  of  the  health  of  those  houses? — I am  not 
aware  of  any  difference. 

9237.  {Chavrman.)  It  certainly  cannot  be  advantageous,  but  you  have  not  yet  traced 
any  specific  bad  results  from  it  .-^ — No,  but  my  own  opinion  is,  that  some  day  or  another 
they  will  feel  the  eftects. 

9238.  Is  there  any  other  point  on  which  you  would  wish  to  say  anything? — No; 
merely  what  you  have  heard  before  ; mine  is  just  the  same  sort  of  evidence. 

{Mr.  Toron  Surveyor  Hall.)  I \\d.sh  to  say  a Avord  Avith  regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance. 
We  have  unfortunately  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  no  power  for  the  suppression  of 
smoke,  and  my  own  opinion  is,  that  nothing  would  confer  such  a perceptible  benefit  upon 
the  toAvn,  in  respect  of  the  health  and  habits  of  the  people,  as  the  suppression  of  the 
smoke  nuisance. 

9239.  {Chairnmn  to  Mr.  Hall)  The  six  medical  gentlemen,  who  in  1849  made  a report 
to  Mr.  RaAvlinson,  in  considering  the  causes  most  potential  in  raising  the  mortality  of 
Gate.shead  in  general,  and  of  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate  in  particular,  refer  first  of  all 
to  “the  deterioration  of  the  external  atmosphere  by  the  unconsumed  smoke  con.stantly 
“ is, suing  from  the  numerous  manufactories  in  the  borough,  Avhich  cannot  but  prove  highly 
“ prejudicial  to  health.”  That  is  a statement  in  Avhich  you  would  agree  ? — Yes. 

9240.  And  it  has  also  been  stated,  that  the  smoke  nuisance  is  at  least  as  bad  now  as 
it  Avas  in  1849  ? — It  gets  worse  every  day  ; because  ncAv  manufactories  rise  up  in  the 
toAvn,  and  no  provision  is  made  in  the  furnaces  for  consuming  the  smoke. 

9241.  {Mr.  Clephan.)  Could  you  consume  it  in  a glasshouse  ? — I have  no  doubt  it 
might  be  consumed  ; but  if  not,  it  might  be  consumed  in  other  factories. 

9242.  {Mr.  Tovm  Clerk)  In  your  opinion  is  there  a perceptible  deterioration  of  the 
atmosphere  by  the  smoke  from  the  steam  engine  fires  alone  ? — Very  great  indeed. 

9243.  {Mr.  Clephan.)  Do  you  think  that  the  smoke  nuisance  creates  in  this  locality  a 
soif  of  despairing  hopelessness  of  cleanliness  ? — I do  ; that  is  my  object  in  calling  attention 
to  this  nuisance. 

{Mr.  Robson)  The  telegraph  wires  are  now  being  put  into  metal  pipes.  Just  where  I 
live  they  were  taking  down  some  wires  this  morning.  I was  asking  the  workmen 
about  it. 

9244.  {Chairman)  How  is  that  ? — {Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  The  telegraph  wires  here  wear  out 
so  rapidly  by  the  corrosion  of  the  atmosphere,  OAving  to  the  acrid  gases  contained  in 
it,  that  they  do  not  last  more  than  one-third  of  the  time  here  that  they  do  elsewhere  ; 
and  they  have  accordingly  abandoned  the  jiractice  of  exhibiting  them  in  the  open  air, 
and  put  them  underground  in  channels  or  pipes. 

9245.  It  is  a fact,  I believe,  that  all  through  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  one  hardly 
does  see  a telegraph  Avire  ? — Yes.  The  operation  has  been  going  on  for  some  months. 
Six  months  ago  there  were  some  twelve  or  fourteen  lines  of  wire  all  along  the  High  Level 
Bridge  ; but  they  are  all  removed  now. 

9246.  Within  the  last  six  months  they  have  altered  their  system,  with  a view  to 
getting  the  telegraph  wires  out  of  the  reach  of  the  excessive  atmospheric  corrosion  ? — 
{Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  Yes  ; they  were  making  the  alteration  on  the  High  Level  Bridge 
this  morning  ; and  the  reason  of  the  change  has  been  correctly  stated  by  Mr.  Kell. 
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James  Clephan,  Esq.,  examined. 

924)7.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  ]>aid  attention  to  the  localization  and  otlier  featiu'es  of 
the  several  cholera  visitations  in  Gateshead  ? — I have. 

924)8.  Is  it  the  fact  that  in  the  visitation  of  184)9  the  cholera  broke  out  in  Pipewell- 
gate  ? — Yes. 

924'9.  Had  it  done  the  same  in  1831  ? — No  ; the  earliest  death  in  1831  was  in  Bottle- 
ha, nk. 

9250.  In  1831  were  the  chief  ravages  of  the  disease  in  Pipewellgate  ? — Yes. 

9251.  The  first  death  in  1853  was  not  in  Pipewellgate  either? — No. 

9252.  But  it  began  veiy  eaidy  in  Pipewellgate? — It  did;  in  fact  Bottlebank  is  a 
part  of  the  same  mass  of  houses.  Bottlebank  and  Pipewellgate  are  all  one,  lying  side  by 
side  along  the  river  slope. 

9253.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Houses  similarly  circumstanced  as  nearly  as  possible  ? — ^Yes ; and 
in  close  connection  with  one  another. 

9254).  {Chairman.)  With  reference  to  Victoria  Street  in  which  the  first  case  of  cholera 
occurred  in  1853,  the  houses,  according  to  this  paper  of  yours,  whicii  you  have  been  good 
enough  to  hand  in,  were  originally  built  for  the  occupation  of  a single  family  each,  as 
self-contained  houses  ? — They  were. 

9255.  Since  then,  to  a considerable  extent,  they  have  been  occupied  as  tenemented 
property  ? — They  have. 

9256.  That  is  to  say,  let  out  in  tenements  to  more  than  one  family,  although  not  by  any 
means  adapted  for  such  divided  occupation? — Yes. 

9257.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  first  death  by  cholera  in  1853  was  of  one  of  thirty  persons 
inhabiting  the  same  house,  which  contained  six  rooms,  two  of  them  cellars,  and  was 
occupied  by  five  families  consisting  of  thirty  persons? — Yes. 

9258.  Did  you  on  the  25th  of  October,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Medical  Officer  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Town  Surveyor  Hall,  take  the  census  of  that  street  as  well  as  you  coidd  ? — I did. 

9259.  You  found  that  it  contained  how  many  families? — 114  families. 

9260.  Living  in  liow  many  rooms  ? — 1 60  rooms. 

9261.  And  comprising  how  many  persons  ? — 488  persons. 

9262.  Of  those  488  persons  how  many  died  of  cholera  in  the  first  month  of  the  late 
epidemic  ? — Fifteen  persons. 

9263.  And  of  those  fifteen  ten  were  inmates  of  cellars? — Yes;  six  of  the  ten  on  the 
west  side  of  the  street  next  to  the  cow-byre,  and  four  on  the  other  side. 

9264.  On  the  28th  of  November  did  you  also  take  the  census  of  New  Gateshead  ? — 
I did. 

9265.  New  Gateshead  is  divided  into  two  distinct  portions? — Yes. 

9266.  In  one  of  which  there  occurred  a very  consideralile  mortality,  and  in  the  other 
but  a single  death  I — A single  death,  which  moreover  is  not  properly  due  to  that  locality. 

9267-  {Mr.  Bateman.]  Which  was  imported  from  another  district ? — Yes;  the  mother 
of  a child  died  elsewhere,  and  this  child,  when  already  ill  and  dying,  was  removed  to  its 
grandmother’s  house  at  New  Gateshead. 

9268.  {Chairman.)  Referring  to  the  infected  portion,  what  number  of  families  did  you 
find  there  ? — Ninety-one  families. 

9269.  Inhabiting  how  many  rooms? — 157  rooms. 

9270.  And  containing  how  many  jiersons  ? — 417  persons. 

9271  How  many  cholera  deaths  were  there  among  those  417  persons  during  the  time 
of  the  epidemic  ? — Thirteen. 

9272.  In  the  other  or  non-infected  part  of  New  Gateshead  you  had  no  death  at  all, 
except  that  of  the  child  brought  from  elsewhere  as  already  mentioned  ? — That  is  so. 

9273.  Among  how  many  inhabitants  ?— Twenty  families  occupying  nineteen  houses. 
Each  of  those  houses  contains  two  very  good  living  rooms  and  two  smaller  ones,  or  two 
large  closets  winch  might  be  occupied  as  bedrooms,  if  necessary. 

9274.  In  explanation  then  of  the  extreme  difference  of  mortality  in  these  two  places 
you  notice  first,  that  in  the  uninfected  part  the  inhabitants  had  a much  greater  number 
of  rooms  to  a family,  viz.,  seventy-six  rooms  to  twenty  families  as  compared  with  157 
rooms  to  ninety-one  families  ; they  were  consequently  very  much  less  crowded?- — ^Yes. 

9275.  And  you  also  stated  yesterday  that  in  the  uninfected  part  the  ventilation  was 
very  much  better  ? — Yes  ; the  houses  are  complained  of  as  being  draughty. 

9276.  The  uninfected  part  was  also,  I think,  inhabited  by  a superior  class  of  persons  ? 
— Yes. 

!)277.  Tliose  are  the  only  circumstances  you  have  ascertained  in  explanation  of  the  great 
difference  in  the  mortality  of  these  two  places ; except,  by  the  way,  that  in  tlie  uninfected 
])art  they  had  privies  well  ventilated  and  pretty  well  kept,  and  in  the  infected  part  very  ill 
ke])t  and  ill-ventilated  water-closets? — Yes;  the  other  houses  are  by  no  means  well 
ventilated,  and  some  of  the  water-closets,  I have  been  told,  are  made  nuisances  , they 
are  choked  up  and  spoilt,  and  people  will  not  use  them. 

(Mr.  Usher.)  I know  that  to  be  a fact. 

9278.  {Mr.  BaJemam  to  Mr.  Clephan.)  Are  the  privies  of  the  other  houses  kept  in  a better 
condition  ? — Much  better  ; Messrs  Hawks  and  Crawshay  built  them  for  their  work-people, 

3 Z 2 


J.  Clephan,  Esq. 
9th  March  1854. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


J.  Clephai.,  Esq.  and  having  no  sewer  they  could  not  liave  water-closets  : and  Mr.  Crawshay  told  me  that 
— “ , they  built  the  ashpits  very  shallow,  that  the  tenants  might  he  compelled  to  have  them 

9th  March  18o4.  leaned  out  very  frequently. 

^ 9279.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  inquired  into  the  total  number  of  persons  who  died  in 

the  late  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853  ? — I liave. 

9280.  AV hat  was  the  number  of  persons  who  died  ? — 433  persons  died  of  cholera  and 
diarrhoea. 

9281.  What  observation  have  you  to  make  with  refei’ence  to  the  station  of  those 
persons? — I have  to  state  that  the  bulk  of  them  were  so  obscure  in  station  as  not  to  be 
members  of  families  contributing  directly  to  the  relief  of  tlie  poor. 

9282.  AVhat  is  the  number  of  direct  ratepayers  in  Gateshead? — 1,930. 

9283.  Out  of  those  1,930  ratepayers  and  their  families  what  number  died? — The 
number  of  ratepayers  that  died  was  ten,  and  of  ratepayers  and  members  of  ratejiayers’ 
families  twenty-nine.  Then  I say  if  we  assume  the  number  of  each  family  to  be  four 
and  a half  (five  is  the  general  number),  that  would  give  you  a total  of  8,685  persons  as 
constituting  the  families  of  the  ratepayers  of  Gateshead  ; the  number  of  direct  ratepayers 
and  members  of  families  of  direct  ratepayers  that  died  having  been  twenty-nine  out  ot 
the  8,685. 

9284.  That  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  one  in  300  ? — Yes. 

9285.  Out  of  a population  of  25,000  there  died  400  and  upwai’ds? — 433. 

9286.  AA^hich  is  rather  more  than  one  in  sixty? — Yes. 

9287.  So  that  the  mortality  among  the  ratepaying  families  was  one  in  300,  while 
over  the  borough  at  large,  including  all  the  poorer  classes,  it  was  one  in  sixty,  or  five  times 
as  great  ? — Yes. 

9288.  AVhat  is  the  rateable  value  of  the  property  in  Gateshead  ? — 54,182(. ; and  the 
rateable  value  of  the  property  occupied  by  the  families  of  the  twenty-nine  who  died  does 
not  amount  to  400?.  I wish  to  remark  also  that  many  amongst  the  twenty- nine  Avho 
died  Avere  living  in  A’ery  bad  localities,  in  Oakwellgate  Lane  and  in  Pipewellgate,  and  in 
the  very  Avorst  places. 

9289.  Then  the  mortality  Avas  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  families  of  a fcAv 
ratepayers  living  in  notoriou-sly  unhealthy  localities,  and  of  the  poorer  classes  Avho  Avere 
not  ratepayers  at  all  ? — Yes  ; none  of  the  persons  Avhose  names  are  accustomed  to  come 
before  the  public  Avere  SAvept  aAvay  b}^  the  cholera  from  Gateshead. 

9290.  There  Avere  no  deaths  then  to  speak  of  among  the  higher  or  middle  classes? — 
I think  you  may  say  that  ])racticaliy  that  Avas  the  case. 

9291.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Better  lodging.s,  lietter  food,  and  all  the  other  comforts  of  life 
being  had  in  more  abundance  appear  to  have  exempted  those  who  enjoyed  them  ? — Yes, 
I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

9292.  {Chairman.)  Did  you  also  go  carefully  through  Victoria  Street  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  mortality  in  the  individual  houses  ? — I did. 

9293.  Hoav  many  cases  did  you  find  where  there  had  been  three  deaths  in  a single 
house  ? — Tavo  cases. 

9294.  Taking  the  first  of  those  tAvo  cases,  hoAv  many  families  did  you  find  inhabiting 
that  house  ? — Eight. 

9295.  Comprising  Avhat  number  of  ])ersons? — Thirty-two  persons. 

9296.  And  in  what  j)art  of  the  liouse  did  the  three  deaths  take  place  ? — In  the  cellars. 

9297.  All  of  them  ? — All  of  them. 

9298.  In  the  second  case  in  which  there  Avere  three  deaths  in  a house,  or  immediately 
after  removal  from  it,  hoAV  many  families  did  you  find  in  the  house? — Four. 

9299.  And  how  many  persons  ? — Twenty-five  pei-soiis,  but  I ascertained  that  in  that 
house  there  Avere  thirty  persons  living  when  the  deaths  occurred. 

9300.  AVhat  number  of  rooms  Avere  there  in  those  houses  in  Avhich  these  thirty-two  and 
thirty  persons  respectively  were  living  ? — Six  rooms,  including  the  two  cellars.  I am  not 
sure  that  there  might  not  be  seA’en,  but  if  there  were  seven  it  was  merely  by  one  floor 
being  cut  into  three  rooms. 

9301.  So  that  if  there  were  eight  families  in  the  first  house,  there  must  have  been  two 
families  living  in  one  of  the  rooms,  supposing  there  were  seven  rooms ; and  if  there  were 
but  six  rooms,  then  there  must  have  been  tAvo  families  living  in  each  of  two  rooms  or 
cellars  ? — There  must  have  been. 

9302.  How  many  cases  did  you  find  of  tAvo  deaths  in  a house  ? — Three  cases. 

9303.  In  the  first  how  many  families  were  there  in  the  house  ? — I found  only  tAVO 
fiimihes  in  the  house  at  the  time  the  census  was  taken,  and  ten  persons,  occupying  three 
rooms,  three  others  being  empty. 

9304.  In  the  second  case  hoAv  many  families  did  you  find,  and  Iioav  many  persons  ? — 
Four  families  and  fourteen  persons  in  five  rooms. 

9305.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  upon  that  case  ? — One  of  the  two  deaths  Avas 
in  a cellar  there  also. 

9306.  Taking  the  third  case,  hoAV  many  families  did  you  find  ? — Six  families,  twenty-two 
persons,  in  six  rooms. 

9307.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  as  to  the  deaths  there  ? — Both  occurred  in  the 
cellars. 
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9308.  How  many  other  cases  were  tliere  in  which  single  deaths  occurred  in  the  cellars 
of  that  street  ? — Three  cases,  hut  one  case  I think  was  hardly  a cholera  case. 

9309.  Then  there  were  two  other  cases,  at  least,  in  which  the  mortality  took  place  in 
the  cellars  ? — Yes  ; and  a third  Y/as  I’einoved  from  a cellar  to  the  workhouse,  and  there 
died. 

9310.  Did  you  also  find  any  other  circumstances  worthy  of  note  in  connexion  with  the 
places  where  the  high  mortality  of  three  in  one  house  occurred  ? — Yes  ; two  underground 
rooms,  partially  lighted  by  sunken  windows,  were  inhabited  by  two  families.  A single 
family  occupied  the  floor  on  a level  with  the  street.  That  is  in  the  house  in  which  the 
first  death  occurred  in  Gateshead.  The  remaining  inmates  possessed  the  upper  rooms. 
There  is  a common  ashpit  in  the  yard,  and  the  monster  nuisance,  the  cowbyre,  denounced 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Gateshead  Board  of  Health,  and  reported  Jigainst  by  the  toAvn 
sm’veyor  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  is  close  by.  I may  also  state  that,  Avliilst 
making  the  survey,  a very  respectable  looking  married  woman  came  out,  as  they  always 
do  if  they  see  that  you  take  an  interest  in  them.  She  begged  that  I would  come  to  look 
at  a nuisance  which  she  said  was  enough  (o  breed  the  cholera.  I went  to  the  place,  and 
her  neighbour’s  ashpit  was  leaking  through  into  her  yard,  and  a most  disgusting  nuisance 
was  being  created  close  to  the  poor  woman’s  door. 

9311.  This  moreover  was  in  one  of  the  houses  of  the  street  which  is  built  on  a mass  of 
town  rubbish  heaped  into  an  old  quarry  hole? — Yes. 

9312.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor)  You  and  Mr.  Clephan  have  been  in  communication,  I 
think ; and  several  of  the  details  of  this  tabular  statement  of  yours  have  been  obtained 
from  Mr.  Clephan,  have  they  not  ? — The  popidationof  New  Gateshead  and  Victoria  Street 
only  ; all  the  other  part  has  been  taken  by  myself. 

9313.  (Mr.  Bateman)  You  obtained  the  other  information  by  house-to-house  visita- 
tion?— Yes. 

9314.  (Chairman)  Leonard’s  Court  seems  the  worst  district  here,  that  is  to  say,  the 
mortality  has  been  more  than  one  in  twenty? — Yes. 

9315.  Next  to  that  Oakwellgate,  where  it  was  one  in  twenty-six,  seems  to  be  the 
worst  ? — Yes. 

9316.  And  next  to  that,  tlie  south  side  of  Hillgate,  where  it  was  one  in  twenty- 
eight  ? — Yes. 

9317.  Next  to  that  Victoria  Street,  where  the  deaths  were  one  in  thirty-two  ; next  to 
that,  the  south  side  of  Pipewellgate,  and  the  Banks,  where  they  were  one  in  thirty-three  ; 
next  to  that,  the  north  side  of  PipeAvellgate,  where  they  were  one  in  forty-one  ; next  to 
that  New  Gateshead,  where  tlie  deaths  were  one  in  forty-two  ; then  the  Island,  and 
Bottlebank,  where  the  deaths  rvere  one  in  forty-five  ; while  the  best  of  all  Avas  the  Barn 
Close  district,  where  the  mortality  was  one  in  forty-eight  ? — Yes. 

9318.  I suppose  these  comprehend  all  the  worst  parts  of  Gateshead? — Yes. 

9319.  Have  we  any  reference  to  Lister’s  Buildings? — No,  not  by  itself;  that  is 
included  in  the  OakAvelDate  district,  Avhich  is  the  worst  but  one. 

9320.  When  you  make  this  computation  for  New  Gateshead,  do  you  include  the  popu- 
lation of  both  portions  ? — Yes  ; the  whole  group  of  New  Gateshead. 

9321.  Then  if  you  had  been  computing  the  mortality  in  the  infected  block  alone,  of 
course  it  would  have  been  very  much  more,  one  in  thirty -two  or  so  ? — Y es  ; Amry  much  ; 
about  that  I think. 

(Mr.  Clephan)  I may  also  state,  as  to  the  best  parts  of  the  toAvn,  that  tliough  it  is 
,^uite  true  that  the  influence  of  the  cholera  aftected  the  whole  po]julation,  Avhatever  it 
might  be  ; and  although  Ave  Avere  all  more  or  less  disturbed  in  body  by  it,  yet  it  Avas 
merely  a slight  uneasiness  or  indisposition  in  the  better  parts  of  the  toAvn  in  good  houses. 
AVith  respect  to  the  top  of  Windmill  Hills  for  instance,  if  you  Avent  to  impure  of  the 
medical  men,  you  AAmuld  find  that  it  aauxs  bad  in  some  veiy  nasty  unArholesonte  part  only. 

9322.  (Mr.  Bateman)  Even  on  the  top  of  the  hill  ? — Yes  ; for  instance,  one  man  died, 
and  I asked  the  medical  man.  Dr.  Barkus,  about  him.  He  said  : “ I Avas  called  in  to  him, 
“ and  found  him  living  in  a stable  converted  into  a house.”  There  Avere  tAvelve  persons 
living  in  one  room,  an  Irish  family.  A man  might  die  of  cholera  upon  tlie  top  of  Skid- 
daw,  if  he  were  living  in  that  domestic  state. 

9323.  A man  may  commit  suicide  as  Avell  upon  SkiddaAv  as  in  tlie  loAvest  dungeon  in 
Newcastle  ? — -Yes. 

9324.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  also  from  papers  Avhich  you  filled  up  at  the  time  of  the 
census  in  1851  jirepared  certain  returns  relative  to  Ptalibit  Banks,  and  to  the  block  of 
buildings  about  there  ? — I have. 

9325.  How  many  houses  did  you  find  in  that  district  ? — Ninety-nine. 

9326.  Hoav  many  families? — Ninety-nine. 

9327.  And  Avhat  popidation? — 501. 

9328.  In  that  population,  each  family  occiqiying  a Avhole  house,  what  mortality  occurred  ? 
— Six  deaths. 

9329.  Have  you  prepared  a similar  return  Avith  reference  to  the  north  side  of  Pipewell- 
gate ? — Yes. 

9330.  How  many  houses,  fixmilies,  and  iiersons  ? — Thirty  houses,  lifty-nine  families, 
282  individuals. 
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9331.  Here  theu,  where  there  were  nearly  two  families  to  a house,  what  mortality  did 
you  hud  among  those  282  people  ? — Five. 

9332.  Which  is  proportionately  almost  double  the  mortality  which  occurred  in  Rabbit 
Banks,  where  there  was  but  one  family  to  a house  ?—  Yes,  but  these  houses  on  Rabbit 
Banks  are  mostly  mere  hovels. 

9333.  Taking  the  Bottlebauk,  High  Street,  and  Bridge  Street  district,  how  many 
houses  did  you  find  ? — Eighty-four. 

9334.  How  many  families? — 185,  iiicludiug  907  persons;  there  were  twenty-one 
deaths. 

9335.  In  this  case  the  families  were  more  than  two  to  a house  ? — Yes. 

9336.  Did  you  then  find  the  proportionate  mortality  among  the  907  people  there  still 
liigher  than  in  the  Pipewellgate  district,  where  there  were  less  than  two  families  to  a 
house? — Yes. 

9337.  In  this  case  it  was  one  in  forty-five,  whereas  in  the  previous  case  it  was  one  in 
fifty-six  ? — Yes. 

9338.  So  that  according  to  the  statistics  of  those  three  places,  the  mortality  bore  a 
pretty  distinct  ratio  to  the  amount  of  overcrowding,  and  to  the  numbers  of  families  and 
persons  congregated  in  each  house  ? — Yes ; and  I may  express  my  opinion  that  that 
overcrowding  is  the  most  powerful  predisposing  cause. 

9339.  {Mr.  Bateman)  You  have  arrived  at  that  impression  from  a pretty  careful  ex- 
amination of  what  has  come  before  you? — Yes  ; overcrowding  is  always  accompanied  by 
a great  many  evils  ; that  is  to  say,  you  find  a less  moial  class  of  persons  and  a great  deal 
of  discomfort  round  about  them  ; but  I think  that  overcrowding  is  one  most  powerful 
predisposing  cause. 

9340.  (Chairman)  And  yon  find  a great  deal  of  such  ovei'crowding  in  this  borough  ? — 
A very  great  deal. 

9341.  Can  you  mention  to  us  any  specific  instance  ? — Yes  ; I may  state  that  in  Hill- 
gate  at  the  time  of  the  census  there  were  four  houses,  one  of  which  contained  sixteen 
families  with  seventy-one  inmates;  auotlier  contained  thirteen  families  with  forty-nine 
inmates  ; another  contained  twelve  families  with  forty-seven  inmates  ; another  contained 
eleven  families  and  forty-eight  inmates. 

9342.  In  fact  those  four  houses  contained  fifty-two  families,  and  215  people? — Yes. 

9343.  Do  you  conceive  that  anything  similar  to  that  existed  in  August  1853? — I 
should  say  so.  I should  think  the  overcrowding,  perhaps,  would  have  been  rather 
aggravated  then  than  otherwise,  because  we  have  been  very  prosperous  of  late.  Our 
works  are  all  well  employed,  in  full  swing,  and  there  is  a great  demand  for  accommodation 
for  working  people. 

9344.  (To  Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police)  Is  it  yonr  impression  also  that  about  the 
time  of  the  epidemic  was  the  fullest  time  of  the  year  ? — Yes  ; every  year  it  is  so. 

9345.  Then  you  would  have  been  as  likely  to  be  overcrowded  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember last  year  as  at  any  other  season  ? — Yes  ; as  every  harvest  approaches,  we  are  so. 

9346.  It  was  ap])roaching  its  maximum? — Yes. 

9347.  Can  you  form  a judgment  as  to  whether  you  could  have  found  in  September 
1853  any  instance  of  overcrowding  comparable  to  that  of  four  houses  containing  fifty-two 
families,  and  215  peojfie? 

(Mr.  Pearson.)  Perhaps  Mr.  Clephan  will  state  the  size  of  the  houses. 

9348.  (Mr.  Batema^i  to  Mr.  Clephan)  Can  you  tell  us  the  amount  of  air  which  each 
of  these  215  people  would  have  had  to  breathe  during  the  night? — 1 cannot  tell.  Of 
course  the  number  of  families  will  give  some  measure  of  the  size  of  the  house,  and 
Mr.  Pearson  is  here,  and  he  can  give  Ins  evidence  and  state  the  exact  dimensions  of  those 
houses. 

(Mr.  Pearson)  No,  I cannot ; I have  not  come  here  to  give  any  evidence  Some  of 
those  houses  are  seven  stories  high. 

9349.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Pearson.)  Are  you  the  owner  of  any  one  of  those  four  houses  ? 
—No. 

(Mr.  Clephan.)  Does  Mr.  Pearson  dispute  my  statement  ?■ — (Mr.  Pearson.)  No  ; I say 
that  you  had  better  give  the  size  of  the  houses,  because  my  house  perhaps  will  hold  fifty 
persons,  while  another  will  hold  five. 

(Mr.  Clephan)  I could  not  give  the  dimen.sions. 

9350.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Clephan)  You  have  been  present  to-day  and  yesterday  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  ? — Yes. 

9351.  You  have  heard  the  general  evidence  which  has  been  given  by  several  gentlemen, 
without  any  variation  worth  speaking  of,  with  reference  to  the  very  defective  state  of  the 
town  in  respect  of  sanitary  matters  ? — I have. 

9352.  Do  you  agree  in  that  evidence? — I do,  generally. 

9353.  Are  there  any  particulars  which  occur  to  j’ou,  in  which  you  would  vary  or  depart 
from  the  opinions  which  have  been  expressed?- — No;  I may  state  as  to  the  local  author- 
ities, that  I do  not  think  the  local  anthorities  are  at  all  more  to  blame  than  any  of  the 
rest  of  us  living  in  the  town.  The  authorities  are  chosen  by  ourselves  ; we  elect  them 
every  year,  and  I have  never  known  a gentleman  who  has  been  rejected  by  the  ratepayers 
beceuse  he  did  not  go  fast  enough.  No  blame  can  be  thrown  upon  the  local  authorities 
that  does  not  attach  to  the  community  quite  as  much.  I have  never  heard  any  great 
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complaints  made  a^painst  them  for  not  proceeding  fastei'.  The  people  of  Gateshead  do  not 
complain  that  their  local  authorities  do  not  spend  enough  of  their  money  in  improvements. 

(dTr.  Fearso7i.)  I believe  they  go  a little  taster  than  the  people  wish. 

9.354.  (T/r.  Bateman  to  Mr.  CLephan.)  You  never  heard  any  of  the  ratepayers  complain 
of  tlieir  not  going  fast  enough  ? — Very  seldom  ; I have  never  heard  them  say,  “ You  ought 
“ to  throw  upon  us  heavier  rates,  and  do  a great  deal  more  of  public  improvement.” 

9355.  You  said  that  you  never  knew  of  any  gentleman  being  rejected  because  he  had 
not  gone  fast  enough  ? — No  ; I do  not  remember  any  case  of  the  kind. 

9356.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  being  rejected  who  has  been  disposed  to  go  too  fast? 
— -No,  I do  not  know  that  I do,  but  I believe  that  the  most  effectual  cry  at  an  election 
would  be  a cry  of  economy.  “ If  you  will  send  me  into  the  Town  Council,  we  will  have 
“ the  rates  reduced.”  I should  find  that  a better  cry  to  get  in  with  than  the  cry  that  I 
would  spend  more  money. 

9357.  {Chairman)  Do  you  wish  to  say  anything  about  the  water? — No,  I have 
nothing  to  add,  except  that  the  water  was  not  in  good  condition ; but  I do  not  think, 
looking  at  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  it  had  much  connection  with  the  epidemic,  because 
I find  that  localities  were  aftected  irrespective  of  the  water.  Localities  which  were  using 
the  Whittle  Dean  water  had  no  cholera  at  all,  and  no  sickness,  whilst  others  that  also 
used  the  water  had  cholera  and  sickness. 

9358.  [Mr.  Bateman.)  And  you  infer  that,  if  the  water  were  an  aggravating  cause  to 
any  extent,  all  parties  using  the  water  would  have  been  affected  ? — I should  infer  so. 
There  were  great  complaints  of  the  water.  I know,  for  instance,  that  previously  to  the 
cholera,  Mr.  Pattinson.  of  the  Felling  chemical  works,  told  me  that  his  men  came  to  liiin 
and  complained  that  the  water  was  not  good,  and  that  it  made  them  unwell ; the 
consequence  was,  that  they  discontinued  the  use  of  Whittle  Dean  water  for  drinking- 
purposes,  and  they  had  water  from  wells. 

9359.  And  were  they  better  after  that  ? — After  the  use  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water 
was  discontinued  by  these  men,  the  epidemic  broke  out  in  a virulent  manner  down  at 
Heworth,  and  there  was  great  mortality  at  Heworth,  although  these  men  had  ceased 
the  use  of  Whittle  Dean  water. 
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9360.  Then,  their  giving  up  the  use  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water  did  not  prevent  them 
from  being  ultimately  attacked  by  cholera  ? — It  did  not. 

{Mr.  Robson)  I do  not  think  they  used  much  of  the  Whittle  Dean  water,  because  they 
liave  so  many  good  wells  about  there. 

{Mr.  Clephan.)  Mr.  Pattinson  told  me  that  the  men  used  the  Whittle  Dean  water  till 
they  complained  of  it. 

{Mr.  Robson)  I know  that  Gray  and  Company’s  men  used  other  water. 

{Mr.  Ciepha.n)  But  I know  that  Gray  and  Company’s  men  used  Whittle  Dean  water 
till  they  complained  of  it,  and  gave  it  up.  Mr.  Gray  told  me  so. 

9361.  {Chairman)  With  reference  to  the  general  question  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
town,  you  have  been  resident  here  for  some  years  ?- — -Yes. 

9362.  If  we  except  the  improvements  or  incipient  improvements  of  sewers,  paving, 
and  scavenage  in  two  or  three  of  the  principal  thorouglifares,  do  you  know  of  any 
material  improvement  whicli  lias  been  made  in  any  other  part  of  the  town  in  the  last 
ten  years  ? — Perhajis  not  any  very  great  improvement.  The  town  generally,  however, 
has  improved  very  much  since  my  knowledge  of  it. 

9363.  Within  what  time  ? — Within  say  twelve  or  fourteen  yeai’s. 

9364.  You  think  that  since  Dr.  Reid  was  here,  in  1843,  there  has  been  a marked 
improvement  ? — 1 think  there  has. 

9365.  Even  in  other  than  two  or  three  of  the  principal  thoroughfares  I think, 
looking  over  the  town  generally,  there  has ; but  in  Pipewellgate,  and  Hillgate,  and 
other  places,  which  I lielieve  most  of  us  look  upon  as  lieing  hopeless,  there  has  been  no 
change. 

9366.  But  those  hopeless,  <u’  nearly  hopeless  districts,  are  very  extensive,  are  they 
not? — They  are. 

9367.  Pi]iewellgate  and  Hillgate  alone,  I suppose,  contain  3,000  people.  Then,  if 
we  get  into  Leonard’s  Court  and  Lister’s  Buildings,  and  into  all  those  places,  they 
comprise  a considerable  part  of  the  population  ?— Yes  ; I may  also  say,  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  cholera,  that,  having  the  impression  that  overcrowding  and  closeness  was  a very 
])Owerful  predi.sposing  cause,  I was  induced  to  trace  out  the  localities  of  tlie  deaths;  and 
I was  surjirised  to  find  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  persons  died  in  the  yards.  The 
number  of  persons  who  died  in  the  front  streets  was  very  small  compared  to  the  number 
that  died  in  yards,  except  in  New  Gateshead  and  Victoria  Street ; but  a great  number 
of  persons  died  in  the  yards  branching  off  from  the  High  Street. 

9368.  You  are  not  a member  of  the  Local  Board? — I am  not. 

9369.  You  have  nothing,  then,  to  add  to  the  evidence  which  has  l>een  given  by 
Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Haggle,  and  so  on? — Nothing  at  all. 
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Mr.  Robert  Foreman  and  Mr.  John  Usher,  examined. 

9370.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Foreman.)  Yon  are  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  here  ? — 
Yes. 

9371 . And  you  are  also  registrar  for  the  district  of  the  Gateshead  union  ? — I am. 

9372.  Will  you  he  good  enough  to  tell  ns  what  is  the  number  of  houses  in  the  parish 
of  Gateshead  occupied  as  self-contained  houses  by  single  families  ? — Mr.  Usher,  the  assistant 
overseer,  gives  that. 

(Mr.  Usher.)  1,838. 

9373.  How  many  houses  are  occupied  as  tenemented  houses? — ^1,585. 

9374.  You  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  accurately  the  number  of  separate  tenements 
in  tliose  tenemented  houses  ? — I have  not  ; in  consequence  of  the  owners  of  tenemented 
])roperty  not  having  furnished  me  with  returns.  I furnished  them  with  a form  which  we 
have,  but  they  have  neglected,  a number  of  them,  to  make  those  returns.  I have  no  other 
way  of  obtaining  the  information  which  you  require. 

9375.  Computing  about  five  members  to  a family  the  population  of  the  1,838  self- 
contained  houses  would  be  about  9,000  ? — Just  so. 

9370.  And  taking  the  population  of  the  town  at  25,000,  that  v/ould  leave  16,000  people 
to  be  accommodated  in  the  1,585  tenemented  houses? — Yes. 

9377.  If  we  divide  1 6,000  by  1,600,  whidi  is  very  near  the  number  of  tenemented 
houses,  it  will  give  ten  to  a house,  which,  at  live  to  a family,  will  give  on  the  average  two 
families  in  each  of  the  nearly  1,600  tenemented  houses? — Just  so. 

9378.  That,  I presume,  Avould  be  a pretty  fair  computation? — That  is  so,  I believe. 

9379.  (177’.  Bateman.)  Would  not  live  to  a family,  under  those  circumstances,  be  pretty 
large  in  tenemented  houses? — From  four  to  five,  I think. 

(il7?’.  Clephan.)  The  number  of  families  in  the  wliole  of  Gateshead  in  1851  was  5,263, 
and  these  people  occupied  3,380  liouses. 

9380.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Clephan)  Mr.  Ushei’  has  given  me  a return  of  3,423  houses 
in  the  parish  of  Gateshead,  which  shows  a slight  increase  on  the  number  of  houses  occupied 
at  the  census  of  1851  ; and  I think  you  said  that  the  number  of  families  at  the  census  in 
1851  were  5,263  ? — Yes. 

9381.  From  that  we  will  deduct  1,838  as  occupying  self-contained  houses,  which  leaves 
3,425  families  to  occupy  the  1,585  tenemented  house.s.  which  will  give  ratiiei’  more  than 
two  to  a house  ? — ;Yes. 

9382.  It  will  be  two  and  one-sixth  ?■ — Ye,s. 

9383.  Therefore,  in  stating  that  there  are  single  families  to  each  of  the  1,838  self-con- 
tained houses,  and  two  families  to  each  of  the  1,585  tenemented  houses,  I am  rather 
understating  the  amount  in  tlie  latter  point  I — Yes ; as  to  ovei’crowding  I may  state  one 
other  fact,  which  is  certainly  very  remarkable,  and  which  I ascertained  when  I was  at 
Leicester  at  Christmas.  Now  tliey  never  had  the  epidemic  in  Leicester,  although  in  each 
epidemic  they  have  had  one  Asiatic  cholera  case,  not  alwaj^s  fatal,  but  sufficient  to  show  that 
the  influence  was  there.  Now,  I inquired  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  well  acquainted  with 
the  town,  the  chairman  of  the  estate  committee  and  others,  and  they  told  me  that  in 
Leicester  there  was  not  a famil}^  that  had  not  a liouse  to  itself ; that  the  rule  of  the  place 
was  a liouse  to  a firmily. 

9384.  (To  Mr.  Foreman)  AVhat  was  the  amount  of  the  extra  expenses  incurred  during 
the  late  epidemic  for  medical  attendance  and  services,  nurses,  drugs,  and  so  on,  in  the 
parish  of  Gateshead  ? — 5587  l.s.  Kh?. 

9385.  The  same  expenses  for  the  Heworth  district  ? — 2297  12s.  'Id. 

9386.  For  the  Winlaton  district? — 1787  9s.  2c7 

9387.  And  in  the  Whickham  district? — 1287  6s. 

9388.  Making  a total  of  1,0947  9s.  7c7? — Yes. 

9389.  Then  the  expenses  of  burying  the  dead  for  the  Gateshead  pari.sh  ? — 1567  G.s. 

9390.  For  the  Heworth  district  ? — 197  8s. 

9391  For  the  Winlaton  district  ?— 27  11s. 

9392.  For  the  Whickham  district? — 67  13s. 

9393.  Making  a total  of  1847  18.s.  ? — Yes. 

9394.  Wha,t  is  the  weekly  expense  v/hich  has  since  been  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  people  who,  by  that  epidemic,  were  rendered  chargeable  to  the  union,  first  in  Gateshead 
parish? — 57  17s.  4(7 

9395.  In  the  Heworth  district  ?- — 27  5s.  6c7 

9396.  In  the  Winlaton  district  ? — 9s. 

9397.  And  in  the  Whickham  district  ? — Is.  6cZ. 

9398.  Making  a total  weekly  expense  of  87  13s.  4c7? — Yes. 

9399.  Taking  the  Aveeklj-  expense  at  SI.  13s,  4(7,  tlie  annual  expense  in  consequence  of 
this  epidemic  will  be  about  4507? — Yes. 

9400.  (Mr.  Bateman.  ) For  how  many  years  would  that  go  on  ?— I do  not  know. 

9401.  Can  you  inake  an  estimate  ? — There  are  one  or  two  that  we  have  got  quit  of 
already. 

9402.  (Chairman.)  If  we  set  it  down  at  eight  years’  purchase,  supposing  they  are  all 
disposed  of  and  done  with  on  an  average  of  eight  years,  that  would  make  an  expense  to 
the  union  of  3,6007? — Yes,  but  many  of  them  are  Irish,  and  they  will  soon  be  off  tlie 
books. 
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9403.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  think  eight  years  is  too  much? — Yes. 

9404.  {Chairman.)  How  many  years  will  yoii  take  ; will  you  take  six?— Six  years. 

9405.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Will  they  be  all  cleared  off*  in  six  years  on  the  average? — Six 
years  on  the  average. 

9406.  {Chairman.)  Six  years’  purchase  of  450t.  would  be  2,7001? — Yes. 

9407.  And  your  expenditure  out  of  pocket  for  nurses,  and  so  on,  was  l,094h?— Yes. 

9408.  And  for  burials  ? — 184Z. 

9409.  Then  on  the  whole,  tlie  epidemic  will  have  cost  you  within  a trifle  of 
4,000^. ; 3,978h?— Ye.s. 

{Mr.  Clephan.)  There  was  a public  subscription  raised  as  well ; a very  large  subscription, 
about  600h 

{Mr.  Foreman.)  Not  in  relief  of  the  poor  rate. 

{Mr.  Clephan)  No;  and  there  was  a great  loss  of  trade  ; the  town  was  deserted  almost. 

9410.  {Chairman.)  When  the  ratepayers  come  to  understand  what  they  have  absolutely 
thrown  away  for  want  of  providing  sanitary  arrangements,  I think  they  will  be  a little 
more  reasonable.  It  is  much  cheaper  to  ex})end  money  in  prevention  and  get  something 
by  it;  than  to  expend  it  in  cure,  and  gain  nothing  but  one’s  pains  by  it. — {To  Mr.  Foreman.) 
Can  you  put  in  a statement  of  the  poor  rates  for  the  last  few  years  ? — No,  Mr.  Usher  is 
prepared  to  do  that.  I can  give  what  the  guardians  have  expended  for  tliree  or  four 
years. 

9411.  Do  you  raise  it  here  by  a rate  in  the  pound  or  by  a certain  amount  upon  each 
village  ?■ — A rate  by  the  pound. 

9412.  Would  you  like  yourself  to  give  us  any  evidence  in  the  matter  of  our  incpiiry 
generally  ?— No,  I think  not. 

9413.  {To  Mr.  Usher.)  What  has  been  the  amount  of  tlie  poor-rates  within  the  last 
twelve  months  ? — In  the  last  twelve  months  there  have  been  four  rates  for  the  year  ending 
December  last,  The  rate  for  the  cpiarter  March  1853  was  7d.  in  the  pound.  The  rateable 
value  at  that  time  was  53,091^.  os.,  which  produced  a rate  of  l,548h  9s.  lOfc?. 

9414.  What  was  the  second  one? — In  June  the  rateable  value  was  53,833?.  5s.  at  7d., 
producing  1,570?.  2s.  8|(?. 

9415.  The  third? — In  September  the  rateable  value  was  54,182?.  at  7c?.,  producing 
1,580?.  6s.  2c?.;  and  the  rate  ending  December  1853  was  upon  54,326?.  at  11c?. 

9416.  Then  in  the  course  of  the  year  you  liad  three  calls  of  7c?.  and  one  of  11c?.,  that 
is  2s.  8cZ.  in  the  pound  for  the  year  1853  ? — Yes;  the  ID?,  was  in  consec^uence  of  an 
additional  call  from  the  guardians  of  600?. 

9417.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Would  your  calls  under  ordinary  circumstances  have  been  four 
7c?.  calls  ? — They  would. 

9418.  The  extra  4c?.  you  consider  due  to  the  epidemic? — To  the  additional  6001.  called 
for  by  the  guardians. 

9419.  And  did  that  4c?,  pay  it  off*? — We  think  it  will.  In  the  first  place  the  three  7c?. 
rates  included  a rate  of  2c?.  in  the  j)ound  for  what  is  called  boi'ough  rate,  whicli  up  to  the 
present  time  has  been  collected  with  the  poor-rate  ; it  was  only  5c?.  in  reality. 

9420.  {Chairman.)  Then  the  poor-rate,  omitting  the  four  twopences,  was  really  2s.  in 
the  pound  ? — Yes. 

9421.  And  Avould  have  been  Is.  8d.  but  for  the  epidemic? — Yes. 

9422.  Do  you  think  we  might  take  it,  as  the  average  of  the  last  few  years,  at  Is.  8c?. 
in  the  pound  ? — It  has  been  more  than  that. 

9423.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  Has  it  ever  been  less  ? — Never  less. 

9424.  {ChaArman.)  Is  there  any  other  point  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

9425.  If  you  woidd  like  to  make  any  observations  on  any  points  which  we  have 
examined  the  other  witnesses  about,  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  them  ? — I have  had  great 
experience  in  Gateshead,  having  lived  in  it  twenty  years,  and  having  been  a public  servant 
durino-  that  time,  and  I do  not  think  I could  add  to  or  diminish  from  the  evidence. 

9426.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  were  first  superintendent  of  police? — For  eight  years. 

9427.  Afterwards  governor  of  the  workhouse  ?— For  eight  years. 

9428.  And  have  since  been  assistant  overseer  and  are  now  ? — Yes,  I have  experienced 
a great  deal  about  these  localities. 

9429.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  seen  an  obvious  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
lodging-houses  in  consequence  of  the  surveillance  whicli  has  been  adopted  ? — No  doubt 
there  has  been  a decided  improvement  in  the  lodging-houses,  which  they  very  much 
reipiired. 

9430.  As  assistant  overseer  you  still  go  among  them? — Occasionally  as  my  business 
calls  me  there. 

9431.  You  clo  not  .see  the  .same  number  of  fever  cases  at  once  in  thoseh ou.ses  as  you 
used  to  do  ? — Not  nearly  ; they  are  very  much  better  regulated. 

9432.  The  health  of  the  population  is  very  much  better  in  consequence  ? — They  are 
more  cleanly  too  ; they  are  compelled  to  be  cleanly. 

9433.  (Mr.  Toiun  Clerk  to  Mr.  Superintendent  of  Police.)  How  many  lodging-houses 
are  there  now  registered?  — Eighteen. 

9434.  {ChaTnnam.)  That  would  not  at  the  utmost  bring  1,000  people  under  surveillance 
in  that  way? — Not  nearly  so  many. 
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9435.  And  we  may  reckon  the  poorer  classes  at  15,000  or  20,000  ?— (i/r.  Town  Clerk.) 
That  is  so.  If  we  had  any  means  of  placing  the  other  houses  under  the  same  surveillance 
as  the  common  lodging-houses  we  should  he  glad  to  adopt  them. 

9436.  {Chairman.)  You  would  begin  to  feel  it  in  your  poor-rates,  too  ? — Most  certainly. 


Mr.  T.  H.  Scott  examined. 

9437.  {Chairman.)  Where  is  your  property  situated  ? — On  the  south  side  of  Pipe- 
weUgate. 

9438.  At  the  foot  of  Wardman’s  Stairs? — No,, it  is  to>the  east  of  Wardman’s  property. 

9439.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  But  adjoining  it  ? — Yes,  back  to  back. 

9440.  What  number  of  persons  have  you  there  ; how  many  persons  per  room  ? — 
Father  and  mother  and  the  family,  more  or  less. 

9441.  What  is  the  avei'age  number  of  persons  occupying  each  of  the  rooms  in  your 
houses? — Some  persons  have  four  children,  some  six. 

9442.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  any  rooms  in  which  there  are  two  families  at  once 
residing  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

9443.  How  many  houses  do  you  own  altogether  there? — There  are  forty  tenants. 

9444.  In  how  many  houses  ? — Ten. 

9445.  You  have  ten  houses  in  Scott’s  Row  occupied  by  forty  tenants  ? — Yes. 

9446.  Have  any  of  those  houses  got  any  drainage? — Yes,  the  fronts  of  the  houses  are 
drained  from  top  to  bottom. 

9447.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  What  kind  of  drain  is  it;  is  it  an  open  channel? — Part  of  it 
open,  and  part  not ; about  the  top  of  the  bank  it  is  closed. 

9448.  {Chairman)  It  is  a surface  gutter,  which  in  parts  is  covered  ? — Yes. 

9449.  {Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  xVre  there  any  rooms  below  the  surface  ? — No. 

9450.  Have  you  any  rooms  half  way  below  the  surface  ? — They  are  hitched  up  ; but 
there  are  no  cellars. 

9451.  {Chairman.)  In  those  ten  houses  how  many  water-closets  have  you  got  ? — There 
is  no  water-closet. 

9452.  How  many  privies  have  you  got  ? — We  have  one. 

9453.  For  your  ten  houses? — It  is  leased  property,  part  of  it.  It  is  freehold  to  me, 
but  I let  the  lease  to  another  person  to  build  houses  upon  it. 

9454.  How  many  of  the  forty  rooms  and  tenants  have  you  in  your  own  control, 
belonging  to  yom’self? — Twenty. 

9455.  And  for  those  twenty  in  your  own  control  you  have  only  one  privy? — Yes. 

9456.  Where  is  it  situated  ? — On  the  back  side  of  the  front  house,  going  up  the  bank 
of  the  row. 

9457.  Is  it  on  the  slope  of  the  bank? — It  is.  There  is  an  ashpit  and  a privy.  The 
ashpit  is  ten  feet  high,  and  the  privy  so  high  that  it  goes  on  the  top  along  with  the 
ashes.  The  entrance  from  the  street  is  at  the  front  of  the  row. 

9458.  \Mr.  Bateman.)  Is  there  a house  over  that  ashpit  and  privy? — No. 

9459.  Nobody  lives  over  it  ? — No. 

9460.  {Chairman.)  When  did  you  empty  it  last  ? — I emptied  it,  I think,  two  months 
since. 

9461.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  That  gallery,  and  the  doorway  at  the  further  end  of  the 
gallery,  are  over  this  ashpit  and  necessary  ? — Y es. 

9462.  {Chairman.)  And  the  doors  of  the  houses  open  into  that  gallery? — The  privy  is 
opposite  the  building. 

9463.  You  say  you  had  this  emptied  out  at  the  beginning  of  1854.  When  did  you 
empty  the  privy  and  ashpit  before  that  ? — I do  not  know  what  the  time  was  ; before  the 
cholera. 

9464.  How  often  do  you  empty  it  in  the  year  ? — We  cannot  keep  it  longer  than  three 
months. 

9465.  Ho  you  empty  it  four  times  a year? — Yes,  and  oftener. 

9466.  You  mean  to  say  that  in  three  months  it  becomes  absolutely  full  and  over- 
flowing ? — Yes. 

9467.  When  you  get  into  the  inside  of  your  houses,  are  they  clean? — Yes,  I cannot 
complain  of  the  tenants. 

9468.  Are  the  staircases  all  sound  ? — Yes. 

9469.  And  altogether  you  think  the  condition  of  the  dwellings  is  pretty  good? — Yes, 
I think  it  is. 

9470.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  You  think  they  would  not  be  improved  by  being  pulled  down 
and  built  over  again  ? — There  is  only  one  thing  I have  to  say.  I believe  the  owners  in 
Pipewellgate  have  as  good  a wish  foi-  it  to  he  kept  clean  as  possible ; but  you  cannot  have 
it  kept  clean,  for  want  of  sewers. 

9471.  fi¥r.  Town  Clerk)  Where  would  you  have  the  sewers? — In  the  street. 

9472.  Why  have  you  not  got  them  ? — Because  I cannot. 

9473.  Have  you  ever  apphed  for  leave  to  put  them  across  the  street  ? — I want  them 
up  the  passage. 

9474.  I hope  you  do  not  expect  the  town  to  make  a sewer  up  your  own  private 
property.  The  river  being  on  the  other  side,  you  would  only  have  to  cross  the  street  ? — 
Mr.  Price  would  not  let  me  go  through  his  property. 
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9475.  (Chairman.)  You  will  not  oppose  the  levying  of  any  rate  for  sewering  Pipewell- 
gate  ? — I would  make  no  objections.  If  they  would  give  me  leave,  I would  do  it  at  my 
own  expense  before  my  own  door,  Scott’s  Buildings,  and  take  the  water  away  from  my 
own  property.  I could  do  that. 

9476.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  You  would  have  no  objection  to  our  making  the  rate,  but 
perhaps  you  would  have  an  objection  to  paying  it  ? — No  ; I have  to  depend  for  my  income 
upon  my  tenants. 

9477.  (Chairman.)  You  have  heard  a good  deal  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  ; 
if  you  have  anything  to  say  upon  it,  we  are  ready  to  listen  ? — I have  been  here  these  two 
days,  and  what  has  fallen  from  the  different  people  I have  not  much  reason  to  say  is  incorrect. 

9478.  (Mr.  Toivn  Clerk.)  You  cannot  contradict  any  statement  Avhich  you  have  heard? 
—Yes,  the  statement  that  there  was  only  one  privy  in  Pipewellgate  ; I can  prove  that 
there  is  a great  deal  more.  I know  there  are  about  twenty  in  Pipewellgate. 

9479.  (Chairman.)  There  is  no  public  one,  however  ? — No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

9480.  If  we  say  that  the  rest  of  Pipewellgate  is  much  in  the  condition  of  your  own 
property,  namely,  having  one  privy  to  twenty  tenants,  and  none  at  all  for  twenty  more, 
is  that  about  the  true  state  of  things? — I dare  say  some  have  none  at  all;  in  Scott’s 
Buildings  they  have  a good  deal  of  accommodation. 

9481.  Then  you  think  that  your  property  where  there  is  one  privy  to  twenty  himilies,  and 
none  at  all  to  twent}^  more,  is  on  the  whole  better  off  than  Pipewellgate  generally  ? — Yes. 

9482.  {To  Mr.  Rankin.)  Have  you  anything  to  add? — I think  not. 

9483.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  You  have  been  rather  extensively  employed  in  collecting  rents 
of  tenemented  properties,  both  of  property  belonging  to  yourself  and  to  other  parties  ? — Yes. 

9484.  In  what  parts  of  the  town  are  those  properties  situated  ? — In  various  parts. 

9485.  Are  they  any  of  them  in  Pipewellgate  ? — Yes. 

9486.  Any  of  them  in  Hillgate  ?--Yes. 

9487.  Just  below  Mr.  Dunn’s  property  ? — Yes. 

9488.  What  is  the  condition  of  that  property  ? — It  is  not  in  a good  condition. 

(Mr.  Tovm  Surveyor)  Nothing  was  done  by  the  owners  of  that  property,  although 
notice  was  given  them  by  the  Board  of  Health  to  make  certain  improvements  ; and  the 
Board  therefore  took  it  into  their  own  hands  to  execute  them,  and  we  are  now  busy  in 
doing  it.  This  is  the  property  (shnving  the  same)  ; all  these  deaths  took  place  here. 
This  is  the  property  for  which  I understand  Mr.  Rankin  is  agent,  Price’s  Buildings,  and 
this  is  Dunn’s  Buildings. 

9489.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  It  was  in  that  property  that  they  could  not  get  the  coffin  out 
of  the  door,  owing  to  its  being  so  flooded  ? — Yes. 

9490.  (Chairman.)  They  had  to  get  it  out  of  the  window  ? — Yes. 

9491.  (Mr.  Town  Clerk.)  The  late  surgeon  of  the  disspensary  told  me  that  when  visiting 
some  cholera  patients  in  those  premises,  he  could  stand  at  the  window  of  one  room  in 
which  there  was  a corj^se,  and  pitch  a marble  into  the  windows  of  four  other  rooms,  each 
containing  one.  (To  Mr.  Rankin.)  You  have  probabty  heard  the  descriptions  given  by 
others  of  Leonard’s  Court  also  ? — The  description  which  I liave  heard  is  correct. 


William  Kell,  Esq.,  further  examined. 

9492.  (Chairman.)  You  were  good  enough  yesterday  to  hand  to  me  copies  of  all  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Gateshead  dispensary  since  its  existence  '' — Yes. 

9493.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  refer  to  the  annual  repoiT  for  the  year  1844  and  read 
the  passage  which  you  will  there  find  marked  in  pencil.^ — “Since  the  last  anniversary 
“ meeting  an  important  inquiry  has  been  pursuefi  in  this  borough,  with  respect  to  the 
“ sanitary  condition  of  its  population.  The  disclosures  which  have  been  made  have  been 
“ not  less  serious  than  surprising.  Few  persons  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life  have  been 
“ hitherto  aware  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  are  exposed  from  the  contaminated  atmos- 
“ phere  of  filthy  passages  and  ill-ventilated,  ill-drained,  and  ill-watered  tenements  in  which 
“ their  poorer  neighbours  are  unhappily  located.  Now,  however,  that  the  unjdeasant 
“ truth  has  been  revealed  it  may  be  fairly  expected  that  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  for 
“ protecting  the  public  health  by  contributing  to  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  the 
“ poor. 

9494.  That  is  in  fact  a recognition  in  a public  document  of  the  notoriety  given  to  the 
matter  by  Dr.  Reid’s  investigation? — Just  so  ; I attended  Dr.  Reid  in  that  inquiry,  and 
perfectly  concur  in  these  sentiments.  I was  also  one  of  the  committee,  of  whose  report 
that  is  a portion. 

9495.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  turn  to  the  report  for  the  year  1849,  and  read  Avhat 
you  there  also  find  marked  ? — “ After  an  absence  of  seventeen  jmars  the  cholera  has  again 
“ appeared,  but  fortunately  in  a form  less  virulent,  and  with  consequences  less  fatal  than 
“ before.  The  committee  would  fain  believe  that  the  longalisence  and  the  more  favourable 
“ results  of  tliis  fearful  disease  in  this  quarter  may  be  attributed  in  some  degree  to  the 
“ greater  sanitary  precautions  and  more  extended  benevolence,  by  which  the  jniblic 
“ generally  have  been  actuated  since  its  last  visitation.” 

9496.  That  I believe  refers  to  certain  sanitary  measures  which  were  adopted  in  con- 
sequence of  the  great  prevalence  of  Irish  fever  here,  and  in  anticipation  o^  that  outbreak 
of  cholera  ? — That  is  so. 


Mr.  T.  H.  Scott. 


9th  March  1854. 


William  Keh,  F^n. 
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9497.  And  that  again  is  a public  recognition  of  the  benefit  which  had  lieen  derived 
from  the  exercise  of  those  sanitaiy  precautions? — Yes. 

9498.  There  is  a passage  also  in  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1850  ; will  you  lie  good 
enough  to  read  it? — In  the  year  1850  the  committee  of  the  dispensary  report : “That 
“virulent  scourge,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  made  its  appearance  in  the  town  about  the  beginning 
“ of  the  past  year,  but  fortunately  its  visitation  was  short  and  the  number  of  cases  not  great. 
“ In  September  however  it  reappeared  in  the  southern  extremity  of  the  borough,  at 
“ Wrekenton,  where  its  fatality  was  nearly  as  great  as  its  virulence ; about  one-seventh  of 
“the  population  of  the  village  having  become  its  victims.  But  your  committee  rejoice  to 
“ state  that  in  the  town  itself,  notwithstanding  the  bad  situation,  uncleauliuess,  narrowness 
“ and  want  of  pure  air  in  such  streets  as  Pipewellgate,  Hillgate,  &c.,  there  were 
“ comparatively  very  few  cases  indeed.  Although  this  enemy  is  at  present  silent  and 
“ a|iparently  at  a distance  from  us,  your  committee  would  firin  hope  that  the  good  work  of 
“ cleansing  and  draining  the  town,  so  well  commenced  by  the  corporate  body,  will  be 
“ actively  proceeded  with,  and  that  it  will  soon  reach  such  a state  of  perfection  as  shall 
“ enable  the  iidiabitants  to  be  at  least  better  jirepared  than  hitherto  for  meeting  such 
“ melancholy  and  malignant  visitations.”  The  good  work  of  draining  there  referred  to 
was  the  makinof  of  a main  sewer  in  High  Street. 

9499.  Will  you  refer  to  the  report  for  the  year  1851,  and  read  what  is  there  marked  ? — 
“ Your  committee,  upon  the  authority  of  the  house  siu'geon,  have  to  report,  in  presenting 
“ the  customary  documents  at  the  close  of  the  19th  year,  that  febrile  affections  have  been 
“ more  numei'ous  than  formerly,  and  especially  scarlet  fever,  which  made  its  appearance 
“ in  the  spring,  disappearing  (luring  the  summer,  and  recurring  in  the  autumn.  It  was 
“ principally  confined  to  the  dirtiest  localities,  where  the  accumidations  of  filth,  as  is 
“ always  the  case,  tend  still  further  to  the  increase  of  the  disea.se.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
“ to  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the  well  known  unhealthiness  of  some  of  our 
“ crowded  courts  and  streets,  to  prove  the  beneficial  effects  which  must  result  from  a proper 
“ and  effectual  system  of  drainage.  A single  inspection  of  those  hot-beds  of  disease  will 
“satisfy  the  most  sceptical,  that,  so  long  as  filth  is  allowed  to  accumulate  and  poison  the 
“ atmosphere  of  these  crowded  sidmrbs,  so  long  will  diseases  of  a fatal  and  contagious 
“character  continue  to  decimate  their  wretched  inhabitants.  Your  committee  would 
“ still  further  call  attention  to  the  want  of  baths  and  wash-houses  ; a want  severely  feit 
“ amongst  the  labouring  population  of  Gateshead,  and  more  es})ecially  by  families 
“occupying  but  one  room,  where  the  washing  and  drying  of  clothes  has  to  be  performed 
“ at  the  same  time  that  one  or  more  of  the  family  are  suffering  from  illness  ; thereby 
“ increasing  the  sutferings  of  the  patient,  and  tending  still  further  to  the  spread  of  disease 
“ amongst  the  other  members  of  the  fiimily.  Hooping  cough,  a disease  comparatively 
“ trifling  in  its  effects  among  the  children  of  the  wealthier  classes,  but  of  a grave  and  fatal 
“ character  amongst  the  children  of  the  poor,  was  prevalent  in  the  spring.  The  want  of 
“ proper  nourishment  and  clothing,  the  unhealth}^  dam]i  and  crowded  dwellings,  the 
“ improper  exposure,  and  the  neglect  of  the  parents  in  jirocuring  medical  aid  until 
“ dangerous  and  fatal  complications  have  supervened,  all  combine  to  render  this  affection 
“ amongst  the  children  of  the  poor  one  of  the  most  fatal  that  medical  men  are  called 
“ upon  to  treat.” 

9500.  There  is  another  passage  in  the  report  for  1852  ; if  j'ou  will  oe  good  enough 
to  read  it  ? — Idiey  allude  to  small-pox  having  occuiTed.  “ The  cases  have  been  chiefly 
“ confined  to  the  crowded  courts  and  lanes,  the  usual  germinating  localities  of  contagious 

diseases.  The  committee,  viewing  the  energy  and  activity  displayed  by  the  local 
“ authorities  in  carrying  out  sanitary  measures,  trust  that  tins  subject  may  engage 
“ their  serious  attention,  with  a view  to  the  adoption  of  the  requisite  remedies.”  That 
has  reference  to  the  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  before 
“ another  year  shall  have  elapsed,  the  full  and  complete  drainage  and  cleansing  of  the 
“ town  will  at  least  be  far  advanced,  and  that  more  commodious  and  suitable  dwellings 
“ will  have  been  provided  for  the  working  classes.  It  is  a fact  unhappily  too  notorious, 
“ that  in  overcrowded  and  filthy  dwellings  and  localities  the  most  fruitfid  sources  for 
“ developing  and  fostering  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  are  almost  invariably  to  be 
“ found.  The  overcrowding  of  dwellings  when  regarded  in  a mere  sanitary  point  of  view 
“ is  bad  enough  ; but  when  put  in  a moral  aspecff  it  is  even  worse.  At  the  present  time 
“ the  great  scarcity  of  suitable  dwellings  for  the  working  classes  being  the  chief  cause  of 
“ the  evil,  the  committee  trust  that  the  necessity  which  causes  the  adults  of  either  .sex  to 
“ occupy  the  same  apartment,  a circumstance  productive  of  the  most  vicious  and  degrading 
“ consequences,  will  ere  long  Ije  entirely  remedied.” 

9501.  In  the  annual  report  for  1853  do  you  find  another  paragraph ? — Yes.  “There 
“ has  been  an  increase  of  febrile  affections  during  the  past  year,  chiefly  confined  to  the 
“ dirtiest  quarters  of  the  town,  viz.,  its  eastern  portion  and  Hillgate  and  Pijiewellgate. 
“ Such  increase  may  be  sufficiently  accounted  for  liy  the  badly  ventilated  lodgings,  and 
“ the  humidity  arising  from  confined  situations.  The  absence  of  sunshine  with  its 
“ vivifying  influence,  and  the  constant  neglect  of  sanitary  precautions,  all  tend  to  augment 
“ these  complaints  amongst  a predisposed  population.  Our  local  authorities  should  be 
“ encouraged  to  extend  the  improvements  already  made  in  our  sewerage  and  drainage,  and 
“ to  regulate,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rights  of  property,  the  construction  of  dwelling- 
“ houses,  with  a view  of  affording  better  ventilation,  purer  air,  and  greater  comfort  to 
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“ their  occupants  ; and  to  mitigate  also,  as  far  as  possible,  those  serious  evils,  which 
“ cesspools  and  other  noxious  agencies  inevitably  entail  upon  the  health  and  comfort  of 
“ the  public.” 

9502.  The  annual  report  for  1854i  is  not  published  yet,  I believe  ? — The  report  for  the 
present  year  is  in  the  press.  I got  from  the  printer  this  morning  the  manuscript, 
containing  the  following  passage.  The  committee  of  the  Gateshead  dispensary,  in  the 
“ report  of  1853,  called  attention  to  the  increase  of  febrile  affections  in  those  localities  of 
“ the  borough,  which,  if  not  the  parents  of  disease,  are  its  continual  home  ; and  tliey 
“ invited  support  in  aid  of  every  effort  which  might  be  made  by  the  local  authorities  for 
“ their  sanitary  improvement.  The  year  in  which  that  report  was  made  was  destined  to 
“ give  a solemn  emphasis  to  the  exhortation.  The  malady  which  gave  birth  to  the 
“institution  in  1832,”  (for  it  was  on  the  cholera  visitation  in  1832  that  the  idea  of 
establishing  a dispensary  was  founded)  “reappeared  amongst  us  in  the  autumn  of  1853, 
“ and  swept  out  of  existence  upwards  of  400  of  our  population.  Commencing  its  ravages 
“ in  an  unclean  and  overcrowded  district,  it  soon  affected  all  parts  of  the  town  more  or 
“ less ; and  your  committee  are  by  this  third  visitation  of  Asiatic  cholera  confirmed  in 
“ their  conviction,  that,  whatever  may  be  its  primary  causes,  it  would  never  assume  the 
“ form  of  a widely  wasting  epidemic,  were  it  not  for  overcrowding,  closeness  and  filth,  and 
“ the  demoralisation  by  Avhich  these  evils  are  too  often  accompanied.  Your  committee 
“ would  therefore  repeat  the  admonition  to  promote  with  zeal  the  necessary  measures  for 
“ securing  the  cleanliness  and  health  of  the  town,  and  the  banishment  of  every  preventible 
“ cause  of  disease  and  premature  death.  This  charity  has  peculiar  reason  to  lament  the 
“ neglect  of  sanitary  precautions.  A second  time  has  the  Gateshead  dispensary  been 
“ deprived  of  its  house  surgeon  by  the  infectious  fever  of  continuously  diseased  localities. 
“ That  office  is  once  more  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Brown ; who,  worn  doAvn 
“ by  his  incessant  attention  to  the  sick  during  the  late  epidemic,  fell  an  easy  victim  to 
“ febrile  disease  conti’acted  in  his  attendance  on  the  suffering  poor.” 

9503.  We  have  also  in  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary 
Association  a report  on  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  Pipewellgate  prepared  by  Dr.  Charlton. 
Are  you  acquainted  with  that  ? — I am. 

9504.  We  may  take  it  as  in  your  judgment  correct? — You  may,  certainly. 

9505.  Dr.  Charlton  and  Dr.  Robinson  have  both  put  it  in  as  evidence  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water  ? — I aa'us  a member  of  the  association  at  the  time  and  recollect  it 
jAerfectly.  I do  not  at  this  moment  remember  whether  that  report  contains  a passage  in 
which  there  is  a Avarning  to  those  who  are  living  in  better  localities  but  surrounded  by 
bad  ones  Avith  overcroAvded  populations.  I consider  that  very  important,  and  one  of 
those  things  most  likely  to  arouse  the  population. 

9506.  Just  look  through  that  report  and  see  if  you  can  find  the  passage  to  which  you 
allude  (Jianding  the  same  to  the  rvitness)  ? — No;  it  is  not  here. 


The  following  is  the  Report  alluded  to. 

A Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Pipewellgate,  in  Gateshead,  prepared  by 
Dr.  Charlton  for  the  Sub- Committee  of  Inspection,  and  presented  by  him  to  the 
General  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Sanitary  Association,  l7th 
August  1847. 

The  district  on  Avhich  the  sub-committee  of  the  western  ward  of  Gateshead  have 
drawn  up  the  following  report,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river,  on  the  east  by 
the  Bankwell  Stairs,  at  present  a great  thoroughfare  to  the  railway  station,  while  on  the 
Avest  it  extends  to  the  lane  leading  from  the  Pothouse  Quay,  and  lastly  is  bounded  on 
the  south  by  the  Windmill  Hills. 

The  whole  consists  of  one  long  and  narrow  street,  east  and  west,  with  numerous 
narroAv  alleys,  branching  off  at  right  angles,  down  to  the  river  on  the  north,  and  up 
the  hill  AAdiich  rises  very  abruptly,  to  the  south.  Thus  the  buildings  are  placed 
unfavourably^  as  regards  both  light  and  drainage ; the  sun  in  Avinter  is  much  hidden 
by  the  high  bank  rising  to  the  south,  while  in  rainy  weather  the  Avet  runs  in  torrents 
down  the  steep  declivity  loaded  with  the  filth  and  refuse  that  have  been  accumulated 
above. 

The  number  of  rooms  Ausited  by  your  sub-committee  amounted  to  268,  containing  950 
inhabitants,  and  of  them  483  Avere  adults,  a large  proportion  it  is  true,  but  A\d)ich  may 
easily  be  accounted  for  by  the  numerous  low  lodging-houses,  filled  with  railway  labourers 
and  Avorkmen.  Some  of  these  lodging-houses  wei’e  excessNely  crowded.  In  the  Blue 
Bell  Entry  there  are  two,  one  of  which  is  kept  by  a man  named  Williams,  whei’e  five 
rooms  contain  eighteen  beds,  and  each  room  accommodates  every  night  nine  or  ten 
lodgers,  and  occasionally  even  more.  In  the  same  entry,  but  fronting  to  the  main  street, 
is  another  lodging-house,  kept  by  a female  named  Miers,  and  also  consisting  of  five  rooms, 
containing  fourteen  most  wretched  and  filthy  beds,  each  of  which  is  tenanted  at  night  by 
two  or  three  individuals. 

In  Armstrong’s  Buildings,  which  are  in  a most  neglected  and  ruinous  condition,  there 
are  also  several  lodging-houses  tenanted  chiefly  by  Irish  of  the  very  loAYest  class,  and 
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William  Kcll^  Esq.  filthy  beyond  measure.  The  same  may  he  said  of  the  lodging-houses  in  Pitman’s  Entry, 

^ where  fever  prevailed  extensivelv  a month  ago,  and  where  it  still  (August  16th)  continues 

9th  March  1854.  to  extend  its  ravages. 

' ■ * * # * * * 

Of  500  individuals,  or  rather  497  persons,  from  whom  answers  were  obtained,  26.3 
acknowledged  that  they  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  many  more  admitted  that  they 
could  do  one  or  both  imperfectly.  ...Your  committee  found  that  almost  all  the  children 
and  adults  had  been  vaccinated,  Mobile  a few  had  had  the  natural  small-pox.  Your 
committee  seldom  found  more  than  two  or  three  beds  in  a single  room  ; but  some  of  the 
lodging-houses  contained  as  many  as  five  or  six  beds  in  a single  apartment,  and  that 
scarcely  capable  of  being  duly  ventilated. 

The  average  rent  of  these  rooms  seems  to  be  about  Is.  6d.  per  week  ; the  lowest  found 
were  6d.  and  8d. ; some  of  the  better  rooms,  with  shops  attached  and  opening  into  the 
main  street,  let  for  61.  to  81.  a year.  In  Armstrong’s  Buildings  there  are  two  most 
wretched,  crazy  tenements,  termed  the  rookery,  where  it  is  said  little  or  no  rent  could 
be  obtained  by  the  landlord;  and  indeed,  looking  at  the  ruinous  condition  of  the 
dwellings,  your  committee  do  not  see  that  any  rent  could  fairly  be  demanded. 

The  furniture  of  the  lodging-houses,  and  some  of  the  poorer  rooms,  is  of  the  scantiest 
and  most  wi’etched  description,  almost  all  however  have  beds  of  some  kind  or  other, 
though  often  only  entitled  to  the  bare  name.  Your  committee  met  with  but  two 
instances  where  the  inmates  had  no  beds,  but  slept  on  dirty  rags  and  straw.  In  one 
solitary  case  a donkey  shared  the  room  of  a poor  fixmily,  causing  an  intolerable  ammo- 
niacal  stench,  and  giving  great  annoyance  to  the  somewhat  more  respectable  tenants  of 
the  room  immediately  above. 

With  the  exception  of  Scott’s  Buildings,  the  rooms  in  general  rarely  exceed  eight  feet 
nine  inches  in  height,  they  are  lighted  by  a single  window,  and  very  few  are  provided 
with  ovens,  all  the  bakings  being  performed  at  the  public  ovens.  (The  ceilings  and  roofs 
are  often  bad.) 

With  the  exception  of  Scott’s  Buildings  and  Scott’s  Row,  almost  all  the  houses  in 
Pipewellgate  are  totally  unprovided  with  privies  of  any  description.  Your  committee 
met  with  but  fourteen  families,  exclu.sive  of  those  living  under  Mr.  Scott,  who  had  access 
to  a necessary.  The  refuse,  ashes,  and  filth  of  every  description  are  placed  in  boxes  or 
baskets  and  carried  out  to  the  main  street,  where  a cart  removes  them  early  in  the 
morning.  But  not  unfrequently  the  ash-box  is  negligently  placed  just  outside  the  door 
of  the  room,  or  on  the  stair-head,  and  remains  there  for  days  together,  poisoning  the 
atmosphere  of  the  staircase,  until  it  is  completely  filled,  and  is  then  carried  down  to  the 
street. 

Covered  depots  for  ashes  are  to  be  found  in  Scott’s  Buildings,  and  in  a few  other  alleys  ; 
but  the  tenants  of  houses  distant  from  the  main  street  throw  their  ashes  in  front  of  their 
doors,  where  they  often  accumulate  to  a considerable  depth.  This  is  most  common 
higher  up  on  the  bank  ; and  when  heavy  rains  fall,  the  filth  is  washed  down  the  open 
gutters  into  the  alleys  below,  and  creates  an  insufferalde  s.tench. 

There  is  one  depot  for  ashes  which  your  committee  cannot  but  considei'  extremely 
prejudicial,  both  from  its  position  and  from  its  mode  of  construction.  It  is  an  open  cess- 
pool, of  a square  form,  and  about  five  feet  deep,  placed  near  the  top  of  the  bank,  at  the 
head  of  the  Blacksmith’s  yard.  This  cesspool  is  not  watertight,  for  when  your  committee 
wsited  it  yesterday,  a filthy  foetid  stream  was  oozing  down  the  bank  from  one  of  the 
corners.  The  lower  wall  of  this  filthy  depot  abuts  against  a house,  the  floor  of  which  is 
considerably  lower  than  that  of  the  cesspool  itself,  and  the  room  within,  inhabited  by 
James  Aimes,  a broom-maker,  is  rendered  thereby  intolerably  foetid  and  damp.  This 
depot  has  only  been  emptied  twice  since  October  last. 

Almost  all  the  inhabitants  of  Pipewellgate  wash  and  dry  their  clothes  within  their 
own  dwellings  ; those  who  live  higher  up  the  bank  avail  themselves  of  the  open  spaces 
there  for  the  latter  purpose.  The  supply  of  water  is  not  good  ; it  is  only  in  a very  few 
instances  that  the  new  water  has  been  laid  on.  In  by  far  the  gi’eater  majority  of  the 
tenements,  the  inmates  bring  water  for  washing,  &c.,  from  the  river,  while  drinking- 
water  is  sought  from  a well,  called  Kelly’s  well,  at  the  extreme  (W.)  end  of  Pipewellgate, 
where  the  supply  is  always  scanty  and  sometimes  altogether  fails.  A good  well  foi’merly 
existed  on  the  Bank -top,  but  that  has  been  recently  rendered  quite  unfit  for  diinking  by 
a filthy  sewer  which  is  carried  down  from  the  privies  at  the  Gateshead  Railway  station, 
and  which  opens  in  the  wall  close  to  the  well.  When  the  water  is  let  ofi*  with  force,  to 
clear  the  privies,  which  is  generally  done  towards  evening  or  during  the  night,  it 
splashes  over  from  the  sewer  into  the  low  trough  of  the  Avell.  In  addition  to  this,  two 
di’ain  holes,  for  the  surface  water,  have  been  cut  in  the  high  wall  above  the  well,  one  of 
which  is  actually  perpendicularly  above  the  latter ; and  when  your  committee  saw  it 
yesterday  the  water  in  the  trough  was  completely  discoloured,  by  the  muddy  surface 
drainage  that  fell  into  it  from  above. 

A few  years  ago  Pipewellgate  could  boast  of  several  excellent  springs,  but  since  the 
sinking  of  a pit,  (Mr.  Easton’s)  in  the  eastern  part  of  Gateshead,  most  of  the  wells  have 
ceased  to  flow. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  visited  by  your  committee,  no  covered  drains 
exist ; open  gutters  furrow  the  steep  declivity  ’of  the  banks,  and  discharge  their  contents 
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into  the  alleys,  from  whence  they  are  conveyed  away,  by  a shallow  surface  drain,  to  the 
main  street,  and  from  thence  to  the  river.  In  the  more  open  parts  of  the  bank,  pigs  are 
kept  in  great  numbers ; the  sweepings  of  the  sties  are  too  often  thrown  out  into  the 
adjoining  vacant  grounds,  from  whence  the  moisture  oozes  down  into  the  alleys  and 
entries  below.  In  some  few  places  short  covered  drains  are  to  be  found  in  front  of  the 
houses,  but  open  again  after  a very  short  course. 

The  main  street  in  Pipewellgate  is  not  well  paved,  and  is  unprovided  with  foot-paths  : 
many  of  the  entries  are  unpaved.  The  main  street  is  seldom  and  imperfectly  swept ; the 
entries  are  generally  swept  only  by  the  current  of  filthy  water  which  descends  from  the 
banks  after  heavy  rain.  The  main  street  is  lighted  by  gas  lamps,  placed  at  great  intervals  ; 
the  entries  are  unlighted.  The  west  end  of  the  district,  visited  by  your  sub-committee, 
is  unpaved  ; and  in  wintei',  as  after  wet  weather,  is  scarcely  passable  either  for  carts  or 
foot  passengers. 

The  genei’al  health  of  the  district  cannot  be  said  to  be  bad ; but  in  some  tenements, 
and  these  the  dirtiest  and  the  most  ruinous,  fever  has  not  been  absent  for  the  last  six 
months  and  more.  Thus,  in  Pitman's  Entry,  numerous  cases  of  fever  have  occurred,  and 
many  were  still  suffering  from  it  when  your  committee  visited  that  locality  yesterday. 
Several  cases  of  fever  have  also  appeared  in  the  ruinous  tenements  known  by  the  name 
of  Armstrong’s  property,  and  both  there,  and  in  Pitman’s  Entry,  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  have  more  or  less  suffered  from  fever. 

Among  the  nuisances,  on  a small  scale,  may  be  instanced  the  pipe  manufactories,  which 
vomit  forth,  from  their  short  chimneys,  clouds  of  suffocating  black  smoke  ; and  also  the 
shops  for  preparing  tripe,  of  which  several  exist  in  this  district. 

At  the  west  end  of  Pipewellgate  are  numerous  manufactories,  chiefly  occupying  the 
north  side  of  the  street.  There  are  glue  factories,  chemical  factories,  glass  houses,  and 
colour  manufactories,  all  of  which  contribute  more  or  less  to  increase  the  impurity  of  the 
atmosphere. 

Your  committee  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the  removal 
of  the  pig-sties  and  ash-heaps  on  the  banks,  to  the  obtaining  a due  supply  of  fresh  water 
for  the  inhabitants,  and  the  covering  up  of  all  the  drains,  which  in  their  present  open 
state  cannot  be  otherwise  than  fruitful  sources  of  disease. 


9507.  I think  you  were  present  this  morning  when  we  put  questions  to  Mr.  Hall  with 
reference  to  the  physical  situation  and  position  of  the  town  and  its  gradients,  founded  on 
a statement  which  you  made  to  Mi’.  Rawlinson  in  1849  ? — Yes. 

9508.  That  report  you  would  confirm  ? — I now  confirm  it. 

9509.  We  also  asked  Mr.  Hall  some  questions  relative  to  the  local  geology,  similarly 
quoting  your  words  to  Mr.  Rawlinson.  You  still  retain  the  same  opinions? — I do. 
My  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  such  excavations  as  have  been  made  since  that  time. 

9510.  In  the  year  1849  you  also  made  to  the  superintending  inspector  this  statement 
with  reference  to  the  history  of  the  sewers  : — “ The  only  built  common  sewer  existing  in 
“ Gateshead  prior  to  1842  was  made  in  1773,  on  the  rebuilding  of  Tyne  Bridge  and  the 
“formation  of  Church  Street,  and  it  extended  only  from  the  end  of  Cannon  Street  to 
“the  western  end  of  Hillgate,  and  thence  underneath  dwelling-houses  (and  not  through 
“ Bridge  Street)  to  the  river  Tyne.  In  1842  a common  sewer  of  ninety-nine  yards  in 
“ length  Avas  made  in  Biidge  Street,  communicating  with  the  sewer  above  mentioned 
“ and  terminating  in  the  river  untlerneath  the  bridge.  It  is  five  feet  eight  inches  high 
“ and  four  feet  broad,  with  semicircular  arched  top  of  brick,  perpendicular  sides  of  stone 
“ three  feet  six  inches  high,  and  the  bottom  of  stone,  forming  a slightly  inverted  arch. 
“ There  was  an  open  kennel  from  OakweUgate  to  Church  Street  at  its  junction  with 
“ Cannon  Street,  of  which  a plan  and  section  are  given  in  Dr.  Reid’s  I’eport  on  the  sanitary 
“ condition  of  Gateshead.  It  has  been  since  deepened  and  covered  in  by  the  Town  Coimcil,' 
“ and  a public  privy  was  erected  over  what  appeared  to  be  the  most  convenient  part  of 
“ it,  but  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  property  pulled  down  the  privy  and  closed  the 
“ opening  into  the  sewer,  and  before  or  since  that  time  no  public  privy  has  been  formed 
“ in  Gateshead.  The  Town  Council,  as  commissioners  of  the  Gateshead  Street  Act,  have 
“ this  year  formed  a sewer  from  the  top  of  that  last  mentioned  along  Church  Street  and 
“ High  Street  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  town.”  That  statement  is  correct  ? — It  is 
quite  correct.  I prepared  the  statement  myself,  and  I took  it,  of  course,  from  public 
records  ; and  as  to  more  recent  matters,  those  came  within  my  own  cognizance. 

9511.  Are  you  aware  of  any  sewering  having  been  performed  since  the  time  of 
Mr.  Rawlinson’s  visit  until  tlie  Local  Board  of  Health  began  their  operations  ? — There  was 
none  performed. 

9512.  Therefore  this  statement  of  yours  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  will  represent  the  state  of 
the  sewerage  at  the  time  when  the  Local  Board  of  Health  liegan  their  operations  ? — That 
is  so. 

9513.  In  the  55th  page  of  that  report  you  gave  Mr.  Rawlinson  a hi.story  of  the  burial 
grounds  ? — I did. 

9514.  You  stated,  “Until  the  year  1811  the  ground  attached  to  the  parish  church  of 
“ Gateshead  was  the  only  burial  ground  in  the  boi’ough.  It  is  on  a table  land ; immediately 
“ adjoining  on  tlie  nortli  there  is  a rapid  ascent  from  the  river.  The  soil  on  the  northern 
“ side  is  a stiff'  retentive  clay,  so  much  charged  with  water,  that  on  vaults  being  opened 
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on  that  side  of  the  churchyard  the  coffins  are  found  swimming  about  like  boats,  and  on 
a grave  being  opened  on  that  side  of  the  ground,  it  fills  with  water  so  rapidly  that 
previous  to  any  interment  it  is  necessary  to  bale  it.  On  the  south  side  of  the  ground 
the  clay  is  overlaid  by  a deep  bed  of  the  yellow  sand  above  referred  to  and  is  quite 
dry.  On  the  north-western  side  the  ground  is  more  than  twenty  feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  adjoining  Church  Street,  from  which  it  is  fenced  by  a high  stone  wall.  In  1811 
the  burial  ground  of  St.  Edmund’s  Chapel  was  consecrated  ; it  contains  an  area  of  two 
roods  thirty -three  perches,  and  is  situated  in  a rural  district  above  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  town,  and  is  bounded  on  the  western  side  by  the  Durham  and  Tyne  Bridge 
turnpike  road.  The  most  remarkable  object  in  it  is  the  obelisk  to  the  memory  of  the 
222  victims  of  the  cholera,  who  were  interred  there  in  1832.  In  1848  St.  Cuthbert’s 
Church  and  burial  ground,  situated  in  a rural  district  on  the  western  side  of  the  town, 
were  consecrated.  The  area  of  the  ground  is  one  acre,  including  the  site  of  the  church. 
In  1825  the  church  and  burial  ground  of  St.  John,  Gateshead  Fell,  were  consecrated. 
The  situation  is  considerably  elevated  and  in  a rural  district,  the  area  nearly  an  acre. 
The  rector  of  Gateshead  Fell  has  complied  with  the  request  made  to  him  with  great 
readiness,  and  his  return  of  the  interments  since  the  consecration  of  the  ground  in  1 825 
accompanies  this  report,  as  does  also  a tabular  statement  of  the  interments  in  each 
burial  ground  in  the  borough  in  each  year  from  1839  to  November  1849,  viz.,  St.  Mary’s, 
Gateshead,  3,455  ; St.  Edmund’s  Chapel,  1,118  ; St.  Cuthbert’s  Church,  137  ; St.  John’s, 
Gateshead  Fell,  1,127  ; total,  5,837.”  That  is  correct? — It  is. 

9515.  No  new  burial  grounds  have  been  acquired  since  then,  have  they  ? — None. 

9516.  Therefore  this  statement  of  yours  represent  the  actual  facts  as  they  existed  in 
August  1853  1 — It  does. 

9517.  The  one  burial  ground  of  St.  Mary’s  is  very  full  ? — It  is. 

9518.  And  has  been  shut  up  ? — It  has  by  an  order  in  council. 

9519.  And  never  been  re-opened  ? — It  has  not. 

9520.  There  is  also  a statement,  at  the  end,  with  reference  to  the  circumstances 
attending  the  great  fatality  of  cholera  in  Wrekenton,  at  page  66  of  that  report,  which 
is  still  correct  ? — Quite  so. 

9521  Showing  that  though  the  mortality  there  was  frightful,  one  in  six  or  thereabout, 
the  filth  was  equally  so  ; and  that  the  overcrowding  especially  was  something  fearful? — 
That  is  quite  correct.  I accompanied  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  Wrekenton,  and  the  statement 
is  quite  correct. 

9522.  You  found  not  merely  an  overcrowding  of  human  beings,  but  animals  crowded 
together  with  human  beings  in  the  same  room  day  and  night? — We  did  indeed. 

9523.  And  there  was  nothing  even  in  that  excessive  mortality  which  coidd  astonish  a 
person  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  sanitary  science,  after  having  witnessed  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  place  ? — Certainly  not ; notwithstanding  the 
elevated  position  of  the  place. 

9524.  There  were  facts  sufficient  to  account  for  any  conceivable  amount  of  mortality? 
— Quite  so. 

9525.  You  heard,  too,  I think,  the  evidence  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Brady  and  Dr.  JoUie 
yesterday  ? — I heard  Mr.  Brady’s  evidence,  not  Dr.  J ollie’s. 

9526.  Mr.  Brady  stated  that  the  epidemics,  which  had  afflicted  Gateshead,  had  been  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  the  same  as  those  in  Newcastle,  though  they  might  have  varied 
in  degree  at  dift’ei’ent  times  ? — I quite  concur  in  every  statement  made  by  Mr.  Brady. 

9527.  That  this  last  attack  of  cholera  was  more  severe  than  any  previous  one  in  respect 
of  its  extent  ? — Yes. 

9528.  But  not  probably  in  respect  of  its  fatality  ? — I do  not  know  that  it  was. 

9529.  You  would  agree  probably  in  the  evidence  which  was  given  by  those  gentlemen 
as  to  the  different  epidemics  of  cholera,  and  also  the  other  epidemics,  having  generally 
prevailed  most  virulently  in  the  same  localities  ? — Certainly. 

9530.  You  could  put  your  finger  upon  spot  after  spot  on  the  map,  with  reference  to 
which  you  could  .say  that  every  epidemic  which  had  visited  the  town  had  made  its 
appearance  there  at  least,  and  generally  with  great  severity  ? — That  is  so.  The  only 
ditierence  which  occurs  to  my  mind  at  this  moment  is  Victoria  Street ; and  it  arises  from 
the  simple  circumstance,  that  Victoria  Street  was  not  built  upon  the  former  occasions  of 
cholera  visitation. 

9531.  Some  new  seats  of  disease  have  come  into  existence ; but  no  old  seats  of  disease 
have  been  abandoned  by  it  ? — It  has  never  lost  its  character  in  that  respect. 

9532.  With  reference  to  the  house  construction  in  the  borough,  you  heard  the  evidence 
which  was  given  yesterday  and  to-day  on  that  subject  ? — I did,  and  I quite  concur  in  it. 

9533.  What  in  your  opinion  is  the  state  of  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  cla.sses  of  this 
town  generally,  with  respect  to  fitness  or  unfitness  for  habitation  by  human  beings  ? — A 
large  number  of  the  working  population  of  this  town  reside  in  dwelKngs  which  are  not 
fit  for  human  habitation.  Alarge  proportion  live  in  dwellings  which  are  prejudicial  to  health, 
and  which  inflict  serious  evil  upon  tliose  whose  means  of  gaining  their  livelihood  depend 
upon  their  ability  to  perform  a day’s  work.  That  evil  is  not  confined  to  themselves,  but 
affects  their  families  also,  and  others  dependent  upon  them.  It  is  accompanied  too  by 
demoralisation  to  a serious  extent ; men  lose  self-respect  when  they  are  obliged  to  live 
in  such  dwellings  as  those  to  which  I am  adverting. 
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9534.  Could  3’ou  mention  to  us  any  special  districts  of  which  you  would  say  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  habitations  there  are  not  fit  for  human  beings  to  live  in  ? — I would 
particularly  refer  to  the  dwellings  on  the  south  side  of  Pipewellgate  and  of  Hillgate. 

9535.  Those  at  this  moment  are  unfit  for  human  habitation? — In  my  opinion,  quite  so. 

9536.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  render  them  fit  ? — Not  without 
pulling  them  down  altogether. 

9537.  These  rejiresent  the  habitations  of  1,300  to  1,500  people  on  the  south  side  of 
Pipewellgate,  and  from  1,000  to  1,200  or  more  on  the  south  side  of  Hillgate  ? — Yes. 

9538.  So  that  you  would  say  that  the  residences  of  between  3,000  and  4,000  people  in 
those  two  districts  alone  are,  as  regards  the  great  majority  of  them  at  all  events,  not  only 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  incapable  of  being  rendered  so  without  being  first  pulled 
down  ? — That  is  so  ; and  they  are  the  cause  of  a very  serious  increase  of  our  poor-rates. 

9539.  With  reference  to  other  districts  which,  though  not  perhaps  irremediably  bad, 
are  still  very  seriously  bad,  would  you  mention  to  us  a district  or  two  ? — I would  mention 
Leonard’s  Court  and  Lister’s  Buildings  ; and  I would  also  mention  those  buildings  up  at 
the  high  part  of  Barn  Close,  recently  erected  in  a locality  where  buildings  of  a most 
salubrious  character  miglit  have  been  placed. 

9540.  The  population  of  Leonard’s  Court,  T believe,  we  may  take  at  about  300  people  ? 
— Yes;  and  many  of  them  are  living  in  rooms  with  unpaved  floors. 

9541.  The  population  of  Barn  Close  is  about  1,500  ? — Yes. 

9542.  And  the  majority  of  the  tenements  occupied  by  those  1,800  people  are,  in  your 
opinion,  if  not  irremediably  bad,  still  veiy  seriously  bad  and  unfit  for  human  habitation  ? — 
They  are. 

9543.  In  which  of  the  two  categories,  the  hopelessly  bad  or  the  seriously  bad,  would  you 
include  the  Island  and  Bottlebank  ? — I do  not  know  a locality  in  Gateshead  in  which  the 
houses  are  worse.  Perhaps  I may  state  that,  when  the  cholera  of  1832  had  broken  out  in 
Sunderland,  some  alarm  was  created  here,  and  I was  called  upon  by  one  of  the  magistrates, 
and  in  company  with  him  I visited  every  tenemented  house  in  Gateshead,  so  that  I had 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  where  they  Avere  and  Avhat  was  the  state  of  them  ; and  I can 
safely  say  that  the  state  of  the  property  in  the  Island  Avas  then  very  bad,  and  of  course  it 
must  be  Avorse  now,  from  the  staircases,  and  floors,  and  all  those  places  having  become 
more  worn  and  rotten,  and  altogether  in  worse  condition. 

9544.  With  regard  to  those  two  districts  which  you  have  stated  to  be,  in  your  judg- 
ment, irremediably  bad,  I Avill  ask  you  a feAV  details  to  illustrate  the  grounds  of  your 
judgment.  Are  a large  portion  of  the  houses  in  the  courts  and  entries  of  these  districts, 
Pipewellgate,  the  Island,  and  Hillgate  built  back  to  back  ? — They  are. 

9545.  Are  other  portions  of  the  houses  there  built  into  the  bank  side  so  as  to  lie  back 
to  back  with  a damp  bank  of  earth  ?— They  are  back  to  back  from  east  to  Avest,  and  Avith 
a damp  Avail  of  earth  on  the  south  side. 

9546.  Are  the  entries  between  the  fronts  of  those  houses  narrow? — Very  narrow,  and 
very  often  very  dark. 

9547.  So  that  on  a cursory  inspection  only  of  the  localities  one  can  come  to  no  other 
conclusion  than  this,  that  ventilation  is  almost  an  impossibility  there  ? — That  is  so. 

9548.  Are  the  Avails  of  many  of  the  houses  made  damp  by  the  infiltrations  from  this 
moist  bank  of  earth  against  them  ? — They  are. 

9549.  And  the  entries  between  are  so  narrow  that  the  sun  rarely  gets  at  them,  and 
even  the  Avind  not  nearly  so  much  as  it  ought  to  do  ? — That  is  the  fact ; and  the  character  of 
the  infiltration  is  prejudiced  by  the  unpaved  a,nd  filthy  state  of  the  yards : the  water,  by 
the  time  it  has  filtered  through  to  the  wall  of  the  premises  on  the  lower  side  of  the  bank, 
being  much  charged  with  animal  matter  of  a most  noisome  description. 

9550.  There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in  those  very  old  districts  ? — No  ; the  introduction 
of  cellar  dwellings  is  of  modern  date  in  Gateshead. 

9551.  With  reference  to  these  Avorst  districts,  sewers  and  drains  other  than  surface 
gutters  may  be  said  scarcely  to  exist  ? — That  is  so. 

9552.  I believe  the  want  of  privies  and  middens  also  tliere  is  extreme? — It  is. 

9553.  And  the  habitual  condition  of  those  which  exist  there,  as  we  ourselves  have  seen 
them,  is  very  l)ad  ?— It  is. 

9554.  A very  large  proportion  of  the  population  of  these  districts  literally  have  no 
right  of  access  to  any  privy  at  all  ? — That  is  so.  I should  mention  also  that  this  state  of 
things  has  produced  an  indiflerence  to  cleanline.ss  among  them.  A street  immediately 
opposite  here,  Melbourne  Street,  a wide  and  airy  street,  was  laid  doAAUi  a fcAV  j^ears  ago  Ijy 
a ]>rivate  speculator.  Until  the  Public  Health  Act  was  applied  to  Gateshead,  the  local 
authorities  had  no  poAver  to  interfere  with  the  paving  of  it.  The  parties  Avho  purchased 
these,  I knoAv  of  my  own  knoAAdedge,  for  I prepared  several  of  the  deeds,  were  under 
covenant  to  ]iave  it.  The  original  proprietor  died;  there  was  no  one  to  enforce  the  covenant, 
and  a sense  of  cleanliness  and  decency  on  their  own  part,  and  of  the  duty  of  promoting  the 
comfort  of  their  tenants  on  the  other  hand,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  pave 
that  wide  and  spacious  street,  and  there  it  remains  to  this  day,  a type  of  the  demoralizing 
state  which  is  induced  among  all  classes  l)y  the  want  of  sanitary  arrangements. 

9555.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  The  whole  tone  of  the  town  must  be  loAvered  ? — That  is  so. 

9556.  (Chairma'n.)  With  reference  to  the  next  class  of  districts  Avhich,  though  not  irre- 
mediably bad,  are  still  very  bad,  does  the  same  form  of  house  construction  prevail  ? — It  does 
to  a certain  extent,  but  not  to  so  great  an  extent ; and  I believe  as  to  this  class,  that  by  a 

4 B 


William  Kell,  Esq. 
9tli  March  1854. 


554 


MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


William  Kell,  Esq. 
9th  March  1854. 


regular  system  of  sewerage,  and  by  paving  and  scavenging  the  yards  and  courts,  the 
condition  might  be  very  much  improved. 

9557.  There  are  comparatively  few  houses  there  built  into  the  banks  of  damp  earth  ? — 
Very  few. 

9558.  And  most  of  theni  are  more  modern  and  less  dilapidated  houses  ? — That  is  so. 
The  walls  are  less  saturated  with  foul  water. 

9559.  Altogether  the  house  condition  there  is  very  much  better? — Certainly  it  is. 
Before  I quit  the  subject  of  Hillgate,  I would  mehtion  that  this  spot  which  is  so  fatally 
dotted,  Dunn's  Buildings,  is  delineated  in  Mr.  Kawlinson's  pamphlet. 

9560.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  And  very  correctly  too  ? — I was  with  Mr.  Rawlinson  when  he 
inspected  this  district.  He  hesitated  whether  his  report  should  contain  this  illustration  or 
that  of  Price’s  Buildings.  See  how  correctly  Mr.  Rawlinson  foretold  the  result  of  another 
visitation  upon  us. 

9561.  {Chairman.)  He  knew  that  those  two  would  be  among  the  places  worst  affected  ? 
—He  did. 

9562.  Generally,  do  you  think  that  half  of  the  population  live  in  these  districts  which 
are  very  bad,  if  not  worse  than  that  ? — do.  Our  population  consists  mainly  of  skilled 
artizans,  many  of  them  of  a very  intelligent  character ; and  it  is  a painful  reflection  to 
think  that  persons  of  that  character  should  be  so  badly  housed. 

9563.  One  half  at  all  events  of  the  population  of  Gateshead  are  lodged  in  places  which 
are  rarely,  if  at  all,  fit  for  human  habitation  ? — They  are. 

9564.  AVith  regard  to  the  remaining  districts  where  a better  class  reside,  or  where 
circumstances  are  more  favourable,  those  districts  still  suffer  very  materially  from  the 
absence  of  any  proper  sewerage  system  ? — They  do.  I speak  from  personal  experience.  I 
cannot  have  a water-closet  in  my  own  house. 

9565.  A considerable  proportion  of  the  better  chisses  here  have  no  sewer  within 
probably  100  yards  of  them? — That  is  so.  I consider  that  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage 
woidd  materially  increase  the  value  of  the  property,  and  it  would  also  tend  very  much  to 
the  increase  of  a better  class  of  dwellings. 

9566.  AVith  regard  to  the  paving  in  the  better  districts,  as  we  may  still  call  them,  that 
is  to  say  in  the  districts  inhabited  by  the  better  classes,  and  not  presenting  the  worst 
sanitary  features,  the  paving  still  is  deficient  ? — It  is  ; but  I must  say  that  it  has  been 
very  much  improved  within  my  recollection  ; indeed  I believe  there  has  been  more  done 
in  that  respect  since  the  year  1836  than  all  the  years  before. 

9567.  Had  a good  deal  of  improvement  taken  j^lace  between  1836  and  1851  when 
the  Local  Board  began  to  operate  ? — Yes,  a good  deal. 

9568.  AVith  regard  to  the  scavenage  of  the  better  districts,  what  has  been  their  state 
generally,  say  during  the  last  seven  years  ? — The  scavenage  of  the  courts  and  alleys  has 
been  very  bad  indeed. 

9569.  But  without  going  into  the  very  worst  districts  ? — I mean  in  the  streets  and 
lanes.  I do  not  mean  sucli  places  as  Leonard’s  Court,  where  there  is  no  scavenging  at 
all.  It  is  not  even  yet  satisfactoxy,  though  it  has  been  better  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Local  Boai’d  of  Health  than  ever  it  was  before. 

9570.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Before  that,  it  was  probably  almost  entirely  neglected  ? — It  was 
too  much  so. 

9571.  (Chairman.)  Supposing  you  exclude  the  High  Street,  and  one  or  two  other  main 
streets,  should  you  say  that  the  scavenage  of  even  the  better  parts  of  the  borough  was 
satisfactory  or  otherwise  in  August  and  September  1853  ? — I should  say  that  ‘until  the 
alarm  took  place,  it  was  not  attended  to  at  all  ; then  all  hands  were  set  to  work. 

9572.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  also  thex’e  were  considerable  accumulations  even  in 
what  might  be  called  not  the  worst  districts  ? — Yes.  I ought  to  mention  that  the 
scavenging,  and  indeed  not  only  the  scavenging,  but  the  general  state  of  the  streets  and 
roads  in  this  borough  has  continued  to  be  bad,  owing  to  the  division  of  jurisdiction. 

9573.  Even  in  the  main  street,  in  the  High  Street  ? — Even  in  the  High  street.  The 
centre  of  the  street  is  under  the  joint  jurisdiction  of  the  trustees  of  the  Duiliam  and 
Tyne  Bridge  turnpike  road,  and  of  the  Tyne  Bridge  and  AVearmouth  Road  trustees  ; 
while  the  footpaths  are  under  the  juidsdiction  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health. 

9574.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Does  that  relate  to  the  maintenance  of  the  road  ? — Yes. 

9575.  The  cleansing  of  the  road  depends  upon  whom  ? — Upon  themselves.  AAffien  we 
made  our  sewer  up  the  High  Street,  we  were  called  upon  and  compelled  to  pay  damages 
to  the  tnistees  of  the  road  for  taking  up  the  surface. 

9576.  You  made  it  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  ? — Yes,  but  they  stated  that  they 
had  sustained  damage  by  the  road  softening  ; a subsidence  took  place  after  it  was  reformed, 
and  we  had  to  pay  the  extra  expense. 

9577.  (Chairman.)  AVith  reference  to  the  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  bearing  of 
those  habits  upon  the  virrdence  of  the  epidemic,  we  should  like  to  have  your  opinion  ? — 
A great  many  of  the  unskilled  labourers  employed  in  our  manufactories  ai-e  strangers  to 
the  place ; a great  many  of  them  from  Ireland. 

9578.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  Tramps? — A gveat  number  of  them  are  tramps  from  Ireland 
and  Scotland.  Their  habits  ai’e  of  the  most  degraded  and  filthy  character,  they  seem 
to  have  no  self-respect  ; as  long  as  there  is  room  foi'  them  to  lie  down  they  will  inci'ease 
the  crowded  state  of  their  dwellings.  The  skilled  artizans,  who  are  principally  natives 
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of  this  district,  are  of  a much  better  class,  much  more  orderly,  tlieir  wages  are  good,  William  Kell^  E$q„ 

and  they  live  better.  If  they  were  located  in  cleanly  habitations,  where  their  self-respect  

would  be  promoted,  I have  no  doubt  that  it  would  very  much  increase  their  value  as  9th  March  1854. 
subjects.  

9579.  {Chairman)  Considering  the  general  nature  of  the  habitations  which  they  are 
obliged  to  occupy,  the  extent  of  the  domestic  accommodation  afforded  them,  in  respect  of 
privies,  middens,  and  so  on,  and  the  inevitable  condition  of  the  surface  of  the  entries  in 
which  they  live,  do  you  think  that  they  have  the  means  of  keeping  themselves  in  a proper 
condition,  even  if  they  were  to  try  very  hard  ? — They  have  not ; and  I have  often 
witnessed,  with  great  pain,  the  exertions  made  by  their  wives  in  scouring  tlie  floor  of  a 
room  opening  into  a dirty  court,  where  of  course  it  cannot  in  the  long  run  be  kept 
clean. 

9580.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  It  is  the  same  kind  of  thing,  I suppose,  as  prevailed  in  the 
keelmeiTs  houses  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  ? — Quite  so. 

9581.  {Chairman)  Taking  the  cpiestion  generally,  and  considering  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  town  on  the  whole,  we  have  evidence  to  this  effect  that,  in  respect  of  putting- 
down  certain  sewers,  of  paving  and  scavenging  in  the  main  thoroughfares,  and  perhaps 
one  or  two  side  thoroughfares  of  this  borough,  certain  improvements  have  been  made ; 
but  with  reference  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  generally,  excepting  those  points, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  improvements  which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years  ? — The  improvements  which  liave  taken  place  have  been  much  less  than 
they  ought  to  have  been,  considering  the  powers  which  the  local  authorities  have  had  ; and 
I consider  the  delay  in  adopting  those  improvements  to  arise  from  the  anxiety  to  keep 
down  direct  expenditure  in  the  rates.  I consider  it  a mistaken  economy,  and  that  it  has 
produced  a considerable  increase,  instead  of  decrease,  in  the  expenses  of  individual 
ratepayers. 

9582.  Have  the  improvements  which  liave  been  made  in  the  town  been  confined 
mainly  to  the  one  principal,  and  one  or  two  side  thoroughfares  ? — They  have. 

9583.  With  reference  to  the  rest  of  the  town,  excluding  those  one  or  two  localities, 
has  there  been  any  material  improvement  in  the  sanitaiy  state,  say,  since  Dr.  Heid  s 
visit  in  1843? — There  has  not,  and  there  cannot  be  any,  until  we  have  that  which  we 
ought  to  have  had  first  of  all,  viz.,  a proper  plan  and  survey  of  the  borough,  with 
gradients  which  will  enable  a correct  system  of  sewerage  to  be  commenced  and  carried  out. 

9584.  But  for  practical  purposes,  the  sanitary  state  of  three-fourths  of  the  town, 
including  therein  the  whole  of  the  worst  districts,  is  very  little  better  at  this  moment 
than  it  was  at  Dr.  Reid’s  visit  in  1843  ? — Those  places,  which  have  been  improved,  have 
been  more  than  overbalanced  liy  newly-erected  and  ill-conditioned  blocks  of  buildings, 
which  have  been  erected  without  regard  to  sanitary  regulations. 

9585.  Then,  taking  the  town  as  a whole,  the  sanitary  state  will  not  have  materially 
improved  1 — Not  materially. 

9586.  Local  improvements  have  been  made,  but  additional  local  nuisances  havd  come 
into  existence  ? — They  have. 

9587.  And  balancing  one  against  the  other,  the  town  has  very  little  reason  to  expect 
any  greater  immunity  from  disease  now,  than  it  might  have  expected  in  1843  ? — Just  so. 

I am  aware  that  I am  expressing  an  opinion  in  which  1 may  not  be  supported  by  a great 
many  persons  ; some  persons  think  that  I carry  my  sanitary  views  too  far,  because  I 
carry  them  further  than  they  do.  It  is,  however,  an  opinion  which  I entertain  very 
strongly  ; and  it  is  confirmed  by  many  years’  observation.  One  great  benefit  has  arisen 
by  the  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  Gateshead,  and  if  no  other  benefit  had 
arisen  from  it,  it  would  have  been  a blessing  to  it ; that  is  the  prevention  of  the  system  of 
overcrowding  lodging-houses. 

9588.  In  respect  of  a certain  limited  number  of  common  lodging-houses  ? — And  in 
new  houses  also.  No  new  house  can  now  be  built  without  a plan  being  deposited  with 
the  Local  Board,  and  approved  by  them,  and  no  new  street  can  be  laid  down  without 
that.  We  cannot  have  a repetition  of  these  narrow  courts  and  entries.  I have  avoided 
mentioning  the  names  of  these  ])laces,  because  it  might  have  the  effect  of  injuring  the 
value  of  the  property  of  individuals,  and  I am  desirous  not  to  do  that. 


Mr.  William  Henry  Schoeey,  examined. 

9589.  {Chairman.)  You  are  superintendent  of  police  in  this  borough  ? — I am. 

9590.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — I have  been  inspector  and  superintendent  nearly 
twelve  years,  superintendent  for  about  ten. 

9591.  Are  you  also  a native  of  the  place  ? — No. 

9592.  You  have  become  pretty  well  acquainted  with  it,  however  ? — Yes,  I knew  it 
previously  to  that  time. 

9593.  And  I sup])Ose  more  especially,  perhaps,  with  the  worst  districts  ? — Yes,  \vithtlie 
whole. 

9594.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  lieen  given  with  reference  to  the  form  of 
house  constmetion  wiiich  prevails  liere,  and  wliich  no  one  disputes? — There  cannot  l)o 
two  oy)inions  about  it. 
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9595.  The  whole  form  of  house  construction,  except  in  a few  streets,  is  unfavourable  to 
health  ? — T think  so. 

9596.  You  are  aware  of  the  condition  of  the  town  in  respect  of  the  domestic  conveniences 
to  which  we  have  so  often  alluded  ? — Yes,  there  is  not  a public  privy  in  the  place. 

9597.  And  what  has  been  stated  with  reference  to  the  private  ones  is  that  in  the  worst 
districts  habitually  there  is  one  to  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  families,  as  in  Mr.  Scott’s  case  ? 
— It  is  so. 

959S.  And  with  regard  to  those  which  do  exist,  both  privies  and  middens,  they  are 
frequently  in  a very  improper  state? — In  a filthy  condition.  With  regard  to  Leonard’s 
Court,  I knew  it  when  it  was  entirely  new,  and  then  there  were  conveniences  attached  to 
those  buildings.  In  the  small  courts  there  were  middensteads  and  privies,  but  they 
became  a perfect  nuisance,  and  the  people  destroyed  them.  The  people  pulled  them  down 
one  piece  after  another  till  there  were  no  seats.  Besides  they  were  never  emptied,  and 
they  were  a greater  nuisance  than  if  they  had  not  been  there  at  all. 

9599.  {Mr.  Bateman)  I suppose  you  find  it  pretty  generally  the  case  among  that  class 
of  people,  that  they  are  better  without  them  than  with  them  almost  ?— Yes. 

9600.  {Chairman)  Unless  they  are  kept  in  order  for  them  ; but  the  tearing  down  of 
these  things  implies  wilful  mischief? — {Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  They  are  not  upheld  by 
the  owners  of  the  property. — {Mr.  Schorey)  They  are  dirty. 

9601.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Schorey.)  That  I can  understand.  They  were  not  lighted 
at  nights,  I dare  say? — No. 

9602.  You  cannot  expect  a man  to  go  in  the  dark  into  such  a place  the  condition  of 
which  he  does  not  know.  You  cannot  surely  expect  an  unlighted  public  privy  to  be  in 
proper  order  ?— These  are  private  privies. 

960.3.  They  are  not  exactly  public  privies,  but  they  are  common  privies  used  by  a great 
number  of  tenants  ? — Yes. 

9604.  Y^ou  can  hardly  then,  under  those  circumstances,  expect  an  unlighted  one  to  be 
kept  in  proper  order.  But  supposing  you  were  to  put  Leonard’s  Court  into  decent  order, 
and  put  a privy  into  the  back  yard  of  every  house,  so  as  to  be  common  only  to  three  or 
four  tenant.s,  and  emptied  it  three  or  four  times  a year,  what  do  you  think  would  be  the 
state  of  that  ]>roperty  after  two  or  three  months  ? — I think,  by  giving  these  conveniences, 
and  paving  and  draining,  and  making  these  places  more  comfortable,  you  would  get  a 
better  class  of  tenants  into  them,  and  that  the  place  would  become  more  orderly 
altogether. 

9605.  Taking  the  tenants  exactly  as  they  are,  supposing  you  went  into  Leonard’s  Court 
to-day,  and  ordered  a privy  and  midden  to  be  put  into  the  yard  of  every  single  house, 
and  in  fact  gave  them  those  domestic  conveniences  which  would  enable  them,  if  ihey 
were  dispo.sed  to  do  so,  to  keep  themselves  clean,  in  what  state  do  you  think  you  would 
find  those  ])rivies  generally  a month  hence  ?— I think  it  would  be  some  time  before  you 
could  get  the  people  really  to  make  that  use  of  them  which  they  are  intended  for.  I 
think  in  time  you  might  induce  them.  These  are  not  the  people  belonging  to  the  place. 
Leonard’s  Court  is  inhabited  very  much  by  low  Irish. 

9606.  Still  they  reckon  among  your  population,  and  they  die  in  epidemics,  and  their 
mortality  is  reckoned  up  against  you.  \Yould  not  you  say  that  there  is  a considerable 
pro[)ortion  of  your  poorer  labouring  classes  whose  habits  are  so  bad,  that  of  themselves 
they  tend  to  encourage  the  virulence  of  epidemics  ?— No  doubt  about  it. 

9607.  Do  you  think  that  your  lower  population  here  is  worse  than  in  Newcastle  ? — 
{Mr.  Town  Clerk.  ) There  is  a larger  proportion  of  unskilled  labourers,  composed  as  I stated 
yesterday  principally  of  Irish  and  Scotch,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  larger  proportion 
they  are  not  worse  in  their  cliaracter. 

9608.  {To  Mr.  Totvn  Clerk.)  Out  of  your  population  of  25,000  we  computed  that  there 
might  be  close  upon  20,000  of  what  you  would  call  the  lower  classes? — Men  who  earn 
their  livelihood  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  from  day  to  day  and  from  week  to  week. 

9609.  Which  is  a larger  proportion  than  in  Newcastle,  where  the  shopkeepers’  class  and 
the  middle  class  jii'^vail  more  extensively  ? — That  is  so ; because  here  we  are  the 
manufacturers,  in  Newcastle  they  are  the  merchants. 

9610.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Do  you  mean  to  say,  speaking  of  the  artizans  and  labourers  as 
a body,  that  there  is  a greater  proportion  of  unskilled  labour  here  than  in  Newcastle  ? — 
I tliink  there  is.  I know  that  some  of  our  large  manufacturers  comqdain  of  the  want  of 
house  accommodation  for  their  work-people  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  that  their  men 
have  to  go  into  Newcastle  to  find  houses  and  residences.  I believe  that  those  who  do  so 
go  into  Newcastle  are  principally  the  skilled  artizans. 

9611.  {Chairman)  Who  have  higher  wages? — Who  have  higher  wages,  and  have 
more  care  for  a good  house.  The  Irish  will  pack  in  anywhere,  and  in  any  number  that 
the  room  will  hold ; that  I believe  is  the  case. 

9612.  Then  in  fact  a greater  percentage  of  your  labouring  classes  than  of  the  labouring 
classes  of  Newcastle  will  be  people  whose  jiersonal  habits  will  have  operated  unfavourably 
on  the  late  mortality  ? — In  my  opinion  that  is  so. 

9613.  {To  Mr.  Schorey.)  With  reference  to  matters  of  which  we  have  heard  from  the 
Town  iSurveyor,  as  to  paving  and  scavenage  and  the  accumulations  of  refuse  here  and 
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there,  would  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  what  he  has  stated  ? — No.  I quite  agree  with  Mr.W.H.  Schorey. 
what  I have  heard  stated  by  Mr.  Hall.  

9614<.  Fou,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  have  done  pretty  frequently  what  Ibth  March  1854. 

Mr.  Hall  has  not  had  occasion  to  do  ; viz.,  you  have  gone  into  the  tenements  themselves  ? 

— Yes,  from  time  to  time. 

9615.  You  have  had  occasion  there  to  notice  the  condition  of  the  houses,  of  the  walls, 
roofs,  ceilings,  passages,  staircases,  and  so  on.  Are  there  many  districts  in  which  you 
have  had  occasion  to  notice  anything  that  you  thought  bad  ? — There  are  many  districts, 
particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  where  if  tlie  people  were  ever  so  inclined  to 
make  themselves  comfortable  they  could  not  do  so,  the  houses  being  old  and  completely 
rotten  ; indeed  they  are  not  aii’-tight  in  any  way. 

9616.  (d/r.  Bateman)  Thoroughly  dilapidated? — Completely  so.  The  only  way  to 
repair  them  at  all  would  be  to  pull  them  down  altogether. 

9617.  {Chairman).  Have  you  seen  damp  here  and  there  ? — In  a great  many. 

9618.  Smelling  offensively  ? — ^Many  of  them. 

9619.  Sadly  in  want  of  whitewashing  and  purifying,  I suppose  ? — Very  much.  The 
High  Level  Bridge  was  a great  boon  when  it  came  here,  for  it  swept  away  the  most 
densely  populated  part  of  Pipewellgate. 

9620.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  But  had  it  the  effect  at  the  same  time  of  overcrowding  the 
remainder  ?— No  ; I think  not. 

9621.  {Chairman.)  Just  for  the  time,  I suppose,  when  it  brought  a good  number  of 
railway  labourers  and  so  on  into  the  town,  you  must  have  been  more  overcrowded  than 
usual  ? — -Yes. 

9622.  But  afterwards,  when  things  had  settled  down  to  their  ordinary  condition,  you 
do  not  think  that  the  overcrowding  has  been  greater  ? — No.  I consider  that  that  and  a 
large  bonded  warehouse  opposite  Bertram’s  Buildings  were  the  worst  parts. 

9623.  On  the  spot  where  you  now  have  a large  bonded  warehouse  you  had  some  years 
ago  a set  of  old  buildings  of  the  worst  description  ? — Of  the  very  worst  description. 

9624.  Is  the  guano  warehouse  there  offensive  ? — The  smell  is  very  bad  indeed. 

9625.  Just  across  the  road  we  had  eight  cholera  deaths  in  Bertram’s  Buildings,  just 
the  other  side  of  Hillgate  ? — The  smell  is  enough  to  strike  you  down. 

9626.  Bertram’s  Buildings  itself,  however,  is  very  bad,  is  it  not? — Very  bad.  There 
is  only  one  tenant  now  in  that  large  stack  of  buildings. 

9627.  The  people  have  got  frightened.  Is  the  landlord  proceeding  to  do  anything  to 
improve  it  ? — Bertram’s  Buildings  belongs  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  ; it  is 
Church  property’.  It  was  a great  stack  of  old  property. 

(Jfr.  Toiun  Surveyor.)  I may  state  that  I have  brought  the  subject  of  the  bonded 
warehouse  and  the  place  for  guano  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  two  or  three  times. 

9628.  {To  Mr.  Schorey.)  Then  have  you  anything  to  alter  in  the  evidence  of  the  other 
witnesses  as  to  the  irremediably  bad  condition  of  certain  parts,  and  the  very  bad  condition 
of  a very  large  proportion  of  the  habitations  of  the  labouring  classes  here  ? — No. 

9629.  Some  of  them  you  said  just  now,  I think,  seemed  to  you  so  bad  that  they  could 
not  be  improved  without  being  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  altogether  ? — They  could  not. 

9630.  And  many  others  are  very  bad,  although  perhaps  not  hopelessly  so  ? — They 
are. 

9631.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  In  comparing  one  part  of  the  old  town  with  another,  do  you 
consider  that  Bertram’s  Buildings  is  probably  the  worst  spot  in  the  old  town? — No  ; I 
would  say  not  by  any  means  ; because  the  buildings  that  I am  speaking  of,  belonging  to 
the  churchwardens,  are  new  buildings. 

9632.  {Chairman.)  They  are  solid ? — Yes;  but  then  they  are  built  against  a bank. 

They  will  be  about,  I should  say,  two  stories  into  the  bank,  against  the  bankside. 

9633.  That  is  to  say  the  bank  will  come  up  the  full  height  of  the  first  story,  and  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  second? — I should  say  the  second  altogether  nearly. 

[Mr.  1 'own  Surveyor.)  There  is  a slight  opening  made  at  the  back  at  inteiwals, 
but  it  does  not  extend  the  whole  length  of  the  back. 

9634.  {To  Mr.  Town  Surveyor.)  What  width  would  that  opening  be  ? — Not  more  than 
five  or  six  feet ; indeed  it  is  merely  like  a well. 

{Mr.  Schorey.)  And  there  is  a slope  there. 

9635.  {To  Mr.  Schorey.)  So  that  anything  washed  away  b}^  the  rain  would  be  brought 
down,  if  not  into  immediate  contact,  yet  close  to  these  very  walls  ? — Yes. 

9636.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  With  reference  to  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  spot, 
do  you  think  there  is  a worse  place  than  Bertram’s  Buildings  in  the  old  part  of  the  town, 
or  one  more  unlikely  to  have  a healthy  population? — I think  there  is.  There  is 
Pitman’s  Entry  in  Pipewellgate. 

9637.  {Chairman)  As  to  Price’s  Buildings  and  Dunn’s  Buildings,  are  they  as  bad  as 
Bertram’s  Buildings  or  worse  ? — I should  say  they  are  equally  as  bad. 

9638.  And  the  houses  are  old  there,  are  they  not? — No. 

9639.  Taking  Veatch’s  Buildings  and  Scott’s  Buildings,  are  they  new  ? — They  are 
quite  new. 

9640.  Then  Pitman’s  Entry  and  towards  Thompson’s  Stairs  and  thereabouts,  you  think 
is  a very  bad  place? — It  is  filthy  ; there  is  some  of  the  worst  property  in  the  town  jus 
there. 
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9641.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  There  is  a tripe  shop  too  ? — There  is  a tripe  shop  just  at  the 
passage  door. 

9642.  (Chairman.)  Bluebell  Entry  is  bad  too? — Yes;  Bluebell  Entry  is  entirely 
lodging-houses. 

9643.  As  superintendent  of  police,  you  have  had  the  carrying  out  of  the  regulations  for 
the  common  lodaino’-houses,  have  you  not? — Yes  ; I was  appointed  inspector  on  the  29th 
of  October  1851. 

9644.  And  the  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  lodging-houses  were  issued  on  the 
3d  of  March  1852  ? — Yes. 

9645.  Since  that  time  the  regulations  and  the  statute  have  both  of  them  regularly  and 
systematically  been  put  in  force  ? — They  have. 

9646.  We  have  had  evidence  from  the  medical  officer,  Mr.  Wilson,  that  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  your  surveillance  under  the  Act  have  been  visible  to  the  eye  in  many  parts  ? 
— At  that- time  we  had  thirty-one  lodging-houses,  and  in  consequence  of  the  regulations 
we  have  now  only  eighteen  ; and  I believe  tliis  week  I shall  get  rid  of  anotber  again.  I 
think  we  have  driven  some  of  them  witliin  these  few  years  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
water. 

9647.  Have  you  seen  the  benefits  ? — Yery  greatly  indeed.  During  this  last  epidemic 
there  were  no  places  that  were  more  healthy  than  the  lodging-houses.  There  was  very 
little  sickness  indeed  in  them. 

9648.  And  yet  these  lodging-houses,  I believe,  are  situated  many  of  them  in  what  you 
might  otherwise  call  the  very  worst  portions  of  the  town  ?• — They  are  in  the  worst 
situations  that  can  possibly  be. 

9649.  Such  as  Bluebell  Entry  which  goes  out  of  Pipewellgate,  a blind  cul  de  sac  with 
other  blind  cul  de  sacs  back  to  back  with  it  on  both  sides  ? — -And  the  end  of  the  entry 
abutting  right  against  the  bank. 

9650.  You  would  hardly  doubt  that  a similar  system  of  surveillance  applied  to  the 
whole  of  Pipewellgate  and  the  whole  of  Hillgate,  would  effect  considerable  improvement  in 
them  also,  although  it  might  never  bring  those  districts  into  a really  proper  state  ?—  I 
think  it  would  have  a very  beneficial  effect. 

9651 . Is  Bluebell  Entry  more  fiwourably  situated  for  instance  than  any  other  entry  along 
Pipewellgate? — No;  I should  say  not  so  well  as  many  others;  because  it  is  not  a 
thoroughfare  ad  all. 

9652.  In  fact  in  some  points  this  entry  is  rather  inferior  to  some  of  the  other  entries  in 
Pipewellgate  ? — I think  so. 

9653.  Supposing  the  Local  Board  of  Health  should  have  had  the  power  under  any 
statute  to  erect  model  lodging-houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  poorer  classes,'  would 
you  consider  that  it  would  have  been  desirable  for  them  to  exercise  that  power  ? — I can 
scarcely  express  an  opinion  upon  that.  There  would  be  a very  general  disinclination  to 
go  to  a model  lodging-house,  I think. 

9654.  Do  you  think  that  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  who  do  not  generally  go  trt 
a public  lodging-house,  would  have  been  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  any  bettei'  tenements 
that  might  have  been  provided  for  them  ? — I think  they  would. 

9655.  With  reference  to  slaughter-houses  and  offensive  trades,  have  you  had  anything 
to  do  with  carrying  out  the  powers  of  the  Local  Board  ? — Yes  ; we  have  brought  up 
several  butchers  for  infringements  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

9656.  Those  regulations  of  the  3d  of  March  1852  have  been  put  in  force? — They  have, 
both  by  Mr.  Hall  and  by  ourselves. 

9657.  Have  you  seen  any  benefit  resulting  fi-om  the  enforcement  ? — Yery  great. 

9658.  What  improvement  in  respect  of  its  sanitary  state  have  you  seen  in  Pipewellgate, 
say  in  the  ten  years  that  you  have  been  here.  I mean  always  excepting  the  operations 
of  the  railway? — Very  little  indeed.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  make  much  improvement. 

9659.  Do  you  think  that  that  deters  people  from  beginning  it,  that  it  seems  to  be 
throwing  money  away  to  do  anything  to  it  until  they  pull  it  down  ? — I think  it  is  the 
case.  The  town  generally  has  certainly  improved  within  that  time. 

9660.  Is  there  anything  which  you  would  like  to  add  to  the  evidence  which  you  have 
akeady  given  ? — No,  I do  not  know  that  there  is. 

9661.  Have  you  any  opinion  upon  the  question  of  the  water  ? — We  have  at  all  times, 
ever  since  the  High  Level  Bridge  was  formed,  had  nothing  but  Whittle  Dean  water,  and 
with  about  two  exceptions  we  have  always  thought  it  very  good  indeed  ; there  were  two. 
occasions  last  summer  and  the  summer  before  when  the  water  was  very  bad  indeed ; it 
had  the  most  abominable  smell,  so  much  so  that  we  sent  for  our  water  for  a day  or  two  up 
to  the  well. 

9662.  You  mean  from  this  house,  the  Town  Hall? — -Yes. 

9663.  Are  you  supplied  in  this  house  ordinarily  fi-om  Whittle  Dean?- — Yes. 

9664.  Have  you  a cistern  ? — Yes  ; the  cistern  only  supphes  the  closet. 

9665.  You  drew  the  water  of  which  you  are  speaking  then  direct  from  the  pipe? — 
Direct  from  the  pipe. 

9666.  And  both  in  1853  and  in  1852  you  noticed  an  offensive  smell  as  weU  as  a bad 
taste  about  the  water  ? — Yes,  just  for  a short  time,  for  a few  days. 

9667.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  More  than  once  in  the  course  of  the  year? — No,  I cannot  say 
that  it  was. 
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9668.  {To  Mr.  Mean.)  If  I recollect  riglitly,  in  1852  you  were  always  abundantly 
provided  with  water  ? — We  were.  I think  perhaps  Mr.  Schorey  alludes  to  the  times 
when  we  were  cutting  the  weeds  here ; it  would  not  be  more  than  a day  each  time. 

(J/r.  Schorey)  It  was  not  that ; it  had  a veiy  nasty  smell. 

9669.  {Mr.  Bateman  to  Air.  Main.)  Is  Gateshead  supplied  entirely  from  tlie  reservoir 
on  the  hill  or  in  any  way  independently  of  it  ? — It  is  supplied  entirely  from  the  Arthur’s 
Hill  reservoir  from  Newcastle,  with  the  exception  of  the  Windmill  Hill  district  and 
Bensham  which  lies  above  tlae_  level  of  that. 

9670.  Mr.  Schorey  here  would  receive  it  from  the  Arthur’s  Hill  reservoir? — Yes. 

9671.  Therefore  your  explanation  of  the  circumstances  would  not  apply  to  him? — Not 
in  this  house. 

9672.  [Chairman.)  May  there  not  be  something  in  the  condition  of  the  pipes? — There 
might  be  some  local  cause  of  that  sort.  There  was  a case  occurred  the  other  day  in  the  high 
districts,  where  a gentleman  came  down  to  the  office  to  us  and  said  the  water  smelt ; we 
examined  it  and  we  found  that  it  arose  from  a leak,  that  the  pipe  had  got  empty,  and  we 
fancied,  from  the  continiial  soakage  of  gas  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  that  pipe, 
that  the  gas  might  possibly  have  soaked  into  the  pipe. 

9673.  If  the  same  thing  were  to  happen  in  any  very  uasty  sewage-sodden  portions  of 
the  soil  of  Newcastle,  you  might  be  enabled  to  account  for  one  or  two  other  statements  ? — 
It  might  be  so,  and  unless  we  heard  of  it  at  the  time  we  could  not  say  whether  it  was 
so  or  not. 

9674.  You  said  I think  in  Newcastle,  that,  as  far  as  you  knew,  you  had  taken  up  all 
the  old  wooden  pipes  ? — We  have  taken  them  all  up. 

9675.  Still  in  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  soil  in  a great  part  of  Newcastle  an 
accident  of  that  kind  might  happen  which  would  render  one  ta]:)  or  the  tap  of  a small 
district  very  offensive  ? — It  might. 

9676.  [Air.  Bateman.)  Another  cause  very  probably  would  be  the  extent  to  which  the 
water  was  drawn  off.  If  water  is  allowed  to  be  in  a pipe,  without  being  drawn  oft’ 
at  all  for  some  time,  and  is  then  drawn,  it  will  be  offensive? — Yes,  we  find  at  the 
terminating  place  of  pipes  frequent  complaints. 

9677.  You  frequently  liave  to  cleanse  your  pipes  and  draw  the  water  off? — Yes. 

[Air.  Schorey.)  It  is  an  immense  improvement  on  the  old  water  company. 

9678.  [Chairman  to  Air.-  Schorey.)  How  do  you  find  the  water  supply  to  the  poor 
people  in  Hillgate  and  Pipewellgate,  and  so  on  ? — I think  they  are  very  well  supplied  in 
those  places. 

9679.  [Mr.  Batemam.)  That  is  to  say  there  is  water  if  they  will  go  for  it? — Yes; 
Mr,  Hall,  I believe,  has  a tabular  statement. 

[Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  The  tabular  statement  gives  the  numbei'  of  houses  and  the 
number  of  people  supplied  with  water. 

[Air.  Alain.)  We  supply  1,100  of  the  population. 

9680.  [Ghairmem.)  You  supply  about  19,000  out  of  the  entire  25,000  in  the  whole 
town  ? — Yes. 

9681.  Then  Pipewellgate,  if  you  sxxpply  only  1,100  out  of  2,000,  which  is  a little  more 
than  half,  would  be  about  your  worst  district,  perliaps  ? — I think  peiliaps  it  is. 

9682.  [To  Mr.  Schorey.)  You  remember  the  facts  to  winch  I alluded  yesterday,  and 
which  are  stated  in  Mr.  Rawlinson’s  report,  namely,  as  to  several  wells  and  springs, 
which  were  very  good  wells  and  springs  ten  and  fifteen  years  ago,  having  been  deranged 
and  spoilt  in  different  ways,  some  by  the  railway  operations,  some  by  the  sinking  of 
shafts  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  so  on? — Yes. 

9683  That  is  the  fact? — Yes,  all  along  these  banks  there  were  excellent  wells,  where 
the  people  used  to  get  their  water  ; and  in  consequence  of  the  foundations  of  the  High 
Level  Bridge  and  Mr.  Easton  working  the  colliery,  a great  many  of  these  have  been  dried 
up  ; indeed,  we  lost  our  supply  entirely  here  in  consequence  of  the  Higli  Level  Bridge. 

9684.  On  the  whole  the  people  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  water  ?- — I think  very  well 
indeed. 

[Mr.  Toivn  Surveyor.)  On  the  south  side  of  Pipewellgate  there  are  131  houses  altogether. 
Eleven  houses  are  separately  supplied  with  water,  and  120  houses  by  several  stand  pipes. 

9685.  [Mr.  Bateman  to  Mr.  Alain.)  When  you  say  that  1,100  people  are  supplied 
with  water,  those  are  the  estimated  number  of  the  families  which  you  supply? — Counting 
five  to  a family. 

9686.  I suppose  you  have  very  little  doubt  that  the  remainder,  supposing  that  tliere  is 
an  equal  number,  get  the  water  by  stealing  it  ? — I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  it. 

9687.  So  that  your  nominal  1,100  will  he  really  about  2,000? — Yes  ; they  confess  to 
stealing,  though  we  have  never  prosecuted  them. 

[Air.  Schorey)  There  is  a great  quantity  of  water  taken  from  the  wells  that  are  in 
existence  still,  for  domestic  purposes. 

9688.  [Oli/drman)  For  washing? — For  washing.  There  are  several  along  the  banks. 

( A/r.  Main. ) I might  mention  the  case  of  Leonard’s  Court,  which  was  one  of  the  worst 
places  in  Gateshead.  We  departed  from  our  principle  there  of  having  an  in-door  supply, 
an<l  we  have  put  up  a common  stand  ]>ipe  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  court  ; but  the 
landlord  will  not  pay  anything  for  the  Avater,  and  last  spring  we  were  obliged  to  take  it 
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William  Kell,  Esq. 
and 

William  Hall,Esq^ 


oft’,  we  were  getting  nothing  from  it ; but  the  people  were  so  badly  off  that  Mr.  Hall 
came  over  to  the  water  oftice,  and  asked  us  to  put  it  on  as  a matter  of  charity  to  the 
peo])le,  on  the  13th  of  September  I think. 

[Mr.  Hall.)  Yes,  in  the  cholera  time. 

(i/r.  Main)  We  have  put  it  on  and  supplied  it  from  that  time  to  this,  although  Ave  do 
not  expect  to  get  anything  from  it. 


William  Kell,  Esq.,  and  William  Hall,  Esq.,  further  examined. 

968.0.  [Mr.  Main  to  Mr.  Hall)  I understand  you  yesterday  to  have  stated  generally,  that 
the  water  smelt  during  the  time  of  the  cholera.  Was  the  water  that  you  smelt  drawn 
fi-esh  from  the  tap  ? — I stated  that  the  water  smelt.  I did  not  mean  during  the  Avhole 
period  Avhen  cholera  visited  this  neighbourhood,  but  one  or  two  or  it  might  be  three  or 
four  times,  when  the  quality  of  the  water  came  under  my  observation.  I am  certain  it 
did  smell  at  times. 

9690.  (Chairman)  On  those  occasions  can  you  say  whether  it  was  draAvn  direct  from  the 
ta]A  ? — Yes  ; and  I allude  more  particularly  to  one  occasion  of  Avater  draAvn  from  the  tap 
in  this  house.  The  seiwant  one  day  brought  the  water  to  me,  and  it  Avas  in  an  exceedingly 
muddy  state,  eftervescent  and  almost  Avhite  ; on  placing  it  upon  the  table,  in  the  course 
of  a minute  or  so  it  suddenly  became  clear,  and  there  was  a very  heavy  deposit  in  the 
glass. 

9691.  Do  you  know  Avhether  it  had  been  draAvn  recently  ? — The  servant  brought  it  to 
me  as  such,  and  from  curiosity  I went  to  the  tap  myself  to  try  it  over  again. 

9692.  Had  you  the  same  result  in  the  water  wliich  you  drew  yourself? — Yes,  exactly. 

9693.  It  was  fifll  of  bubbles  and  eft’ervescent  as  it  Avere? — Yes;  it  Avas  nearly  Avhite. 
The  deposit  had  the  appearance  of  chalk  or  something  like  that. 

9694.  Not  merely  on  the  top,  but  infused  throughout  the  Avhole  ? — Yes,  and  it  suddenly 
became  purifted,  as  if  there  had  been  the  application  of  something  to  precipitate  it. 

9695.  (Mr.  Bateman)  On  first  drawing  the  water,  it  had  this  milky  eft’ervescent 
appearance  ? — Yes. 

9696.  And  on  being  allowed  to  stand  for  a minute  or  two,  this  all  went  off,  and  the 
water  became  clear  ? — -Yes. 

9697.  (Chairman)  After  it  had  become  clear,  did  it  still  retain  the  same  smell? — Yes; 
it  retained  a slight  smell. 

9698.  (Mr.  Main)  I understand  that  the  water  which  you  smelt  had  been  in  your 
bedroom  all  night  ? — I am  in  the  habit  of  having  Avater  in  my  bedroom  in  a bottle,  and, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that  smelt  too. 

9699.  (Chairman.)  On  this  occasion,  hoAvever,  you  knoAV  that  it  had  an  offensive  smell 
at  the  moment  you  dreAv  it  ? — Yes. 

9700.  And  Avith  regard  to  the  other  cases  Avhich  you  specifically  remember  now? — I 
could  not  say  under  what  circumstances  exactly  these  were  drawn  from  the  pipe. 

9701.  (Mr.  Main)  As  to  the  state  of  effervescence,  it  will  be  perfectly  known  to  the 
Commissioners  that  that  Avill  proceed  from  the  air  mixed  Avith  the  water,  which  passes  off 
in  much  less  than  a minute,  in  a second,  on  account  of  the  high  pressure  at  Avhich  the 
water  is  sent. 

9702.  (Chairman  to  d/r.  Main)  That,  hoAvever,  Avould  not  account  for  the  smell,  nor 
yet  for  the  deposit  ? — No. 

9703.  (Mr.  Hall.)  Can  Mr.  Main  state  what  maybe  the  revenue  from  Gateshead  to  the 
Whittle  Dean  Water  Company  ? — I cannot ; I haA'e  not  gone  into  it  exactly. 

9704.  (Chairman)  Your  whole  revenue  is  several  thousands? — Our  Avhole  revenue  is 
13,700Z. 

9705.  Can  you  make  a rough  guess  of  AAdiat  it  is  in  Gateshead  ? — I will  furnish  you 
e.xactly  Avith  it,  if  you  wish. 

9706.  We  have  here  something  like  1000  taps,  as  compared  with  6000  in  Newcastle  ; 
Avould  it  be  about  a se\"enth  of  the  Avhole  ? — No  ; the  revenue  from  Gateshead  is  nothing 
like  in  proportion  to  Avhat  we  get  from  NeA\*castle. 

970 7.  Though  there  may  be  a seventh  of  your  whole  taps  in  Gateshead  you  do  not 
derive  a seventh  of  your  whole  revenue  from  Gateshead  ? — Nothing  like  it. 

9708.  (To  Mr.  Hall.)  I think  you  told  us  yesterday,  that,  in  your  first  report  on  the 
25th  of  November  1851,  you  represented  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health  the  necessity  for 
making  a complete  map  or  survey  of  the  town,  with  a vicAv  to  seAverage  and  drainage  ? — 
Yes. 

9709.  Will  you  refer  to  your  fifth  report  on  the  2d  of  March  1852,  and  see  Avhether 
you  then  recurred  to  the  subject  ? — Yes. 

9710.  There  are  some  remarks  there  Avhich  are  very  pertinent,  if  you  Avill  be  good 
enough  to  read  them  ? — “ The  various  Commissions  that  have,  during  the  last  few  years, 
“ been  appointed  by  Government  to  inquire  into  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  large 
“ towns  and  populous  districts,  Avith  a vicAV  of  improving  them,  have  shoAvn  in  the  clearest 
“ and  most  distinct  manner  the  necessity  of  providing  such  surveys,  before  attempting  to 
“ lay  out  any  system  of  sewerage  or  even  any  part  of  any  system,  in  order  to  prevent  that 
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“ Avaste  of  money,  which  hitherto  has  attended  the  constnicl  ion  of  sewers,  that  in  too  many 
“ cases  serve  only  to  augment  the  evils  wliich  tliey  were  constructed  to  avert.  It  is 
“ universally  admitted,  that  without  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage,  no  town,  however 
“ favoured  by  nature  in  I’espcct  to  site,  can  enjoy  that  position  with  regard  to  the  health  of 
“ its  inhabitants,  which  it  otherwise  might  attain  when  science  is  judiciously  employed. 
“ To  unprofessional  pei’sons  it  may  appear  that  when  a town  is,  generally  speaking,  so 
“ favourably  situated  as  Gateshead  for  the  purposes  of  drainage,  nothing  can  be  easier  than 
“ to  lay  down  a sewer  wherever  it  may  be  required  ; but  for  an  engineer  to  do  so  detailed 
“ plans  and  levels  are  indispensable,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  devise  the  various  parts  at 
“ the  least  cost,  and  in  such  a manner  that  they  may  hereafter  be  combined,  and  form  an 
“ efficient  whole.” 

9710.  Did  you  at  the  end  of  that  same  report  again  draw  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
such  a map  or  survey,  in  connection  Avith  the  question  of  approving  a plan  for  certain 
new  houses,  Avhich  had  been  submitted  to  3’ou  ? — Yes. 

9711.  In  your  sixth  report  of  tlie  oth  of  April  1852,  did  you  again  revert  to  tlie 
cjuestion  of  a survey  of  the  borough  ? — Yes,  according  to  a minute  wliich  Avas  made,  OAving 
to  the  subject  haA'ing  been  brought  before  tliem  in  a former  report. 

9712.  In  your  seAmnth  report  on  the  dOth  of  April  you  again  reverted  to  the  question, 
and  stated  that  the  whole  could  be  completed  at  a cost  of  450Z  ? — Yes. 

9713.  And  you  haA^e  taken  eAmry  occasion  of  impressing  upon  the  Local  Board  the 
necessity  for  such  a plan  of  the  borough,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  undertake  Avorks  of 
sewerage  or  drainage  in  a proper  manner  ? — I have. 

971-1.  Reverting  to  the  first  report  of  the  25th  of  November,  1851,  v/ere  any  orders 
there  giA^en  to  you  in  reference  to  flagging  and  as|ihalting  footways  ? — Yes. 

9715.  You  began  at  that  time  to  enforce  those  powers  of  paving  and  improving  foot- 
way s ? — Y es. 

9716.  In  your  second  report  of  the  3d  of  December,  1851,  you  report  upon  the  plan 
of  a ncAV  house  which  had  been  submitted  to  you  ? — Yes. 

9717.  Which  had  been  modified  from  the  original  plan  according  to  a report  by  you? 


—Yes. 


9718.  In  respect  of  av hat  aatis  that  modification  introduced? — It  Avas  AAuth  respect  to 
the  position  of  the  priAy,  in  regard  to  its  proximity  to  the  house,  and  to  ]irevent  the 
filtration  of  matter  from  thence  into  the  Avails  of  the  house. 


9719.  It  liad  been  originally  proposed  to  build  a privy  close  along, side  the  Avail  of  the 
house  ? — Yes  ; that  is  a A'ery  common  occurrence  in  nearly  eAmiy  plan. 

9720.  Without  taking  jmu  in  detail  through  the  something  like  100  reports  on  plans 
of  house.s  Avhich  1 have  read  in  those  books  of  yours,  I Avill  simply  ask  you  Avhether  you 
have  not  frequently  advised  the  Local  Board  to  require  modifications  to  be  made  in  the 
plans  submitted  to  them  before  sanctioning  tho.se  plans  ? — I hawe. 

9721.  Among  the  most  frequent  of  your  suggestions  seems  to  haA-e  been  one  Avith 
respect  to  putting  in  Avater-closets  instead  of  prlAues,  Avherever  Avater-closets  Avere  possible  ? 
—Yes. 

9722.  And  Avith  re.spect  to  the  proper  position  and  construction  of  }irivies  ami  cess- 
pools Avlierever  they  Avere  unavoidable  ? — Yes. 

9723.  You  have  also  on  several  occasions  reported  unfavourably  respecting  jdans  of 
houses,  in  Avhich  it  was  proposed  to  carry  on  the  seAverage  of  those  houses  by  shafts  into 
the  old  coal  AAmrkino;s  ? — I have. 

9721.  And  Avherever  any  better  means  of  seAverage  has  been  ]30sslble,  you  have  disap- 
proved altogether  of  that  kind  of  seAverage  ? — I have  in  a great  many  cases. 

9725.  I think  also  in  that  second  report  of  the  Sd  of  December,  1851 , and  again  in 
almost  exeiy  one  of  the  tAventy  or  tAventy-five  reports  that  you  have  made,  there  is  some 
evidence  of  the  endeaAmurs  of  yourself  and  of  the  Local  Board  to  carry  out  the  improve- 
ment of  the  footAvays  in  paving  and  flagging,  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

9726.  In  that  second  report  also  there  is  an  allusion  to  a nuisance  from  an  open  seAver 
in  Claremont  Place  ? — Yes. 

9727.  As  to  Avhich  orders  Avere  giA^eii  to  the  occupiers  of  the  adjacent  properties  to 
abate  the  nuisance  ? — Yes 

9728.  Turn  to  tlie  eighth  report  of  the  1st  of  -June,  1852,  and  see  if  it  a}»pears  from 
thence  tlin  t the  occupiers  of  the  adjacent  ])roperties  had  neglected  to  carry  out  the  orders 
given  to  them,  and  that  in  their  default  the  Local  Boai'd  had  taken  upon  themselves  the 
execution  of  the  requisite  A\mrks,  and  assessed  the  expense  of  it  upon  the  occupiers  ?— 
Yes. 

9729.  It  Avas  under  the  poAvers  of  the  58th  section  of  the  Act? — This  aauas  Avhere  there 
was  a dispute  betvreen  the  Local  Board  and  the  owners  of  tlie  projierty.  There  Avas 
some  flagging  done,  AAdiich  had  not  been  mentioned  in  the  notice  serA-ed  on  the  OAvners 
and  occujiiers  of  property,  and  there  arose  a dispute  between  the  Local  Board  and  them, 
the  latter  refusing  to  pay  for  the  expense  of  it.  The  cpiestion  came  before  the  magistrates, 
and  it  Avas  given  in  favour  of  the  OAvners  of  the  property,  and  the  cost  of  this  flagging, 
which  amounted  I think  to  somewhere  about  30h,  had  to  be  paid  out  of  tlie  rates. 

9730.  But  this  is  an  in.stance  of  your  having  enforced  the  58th  section,  and  having 
ordered  offensive  ditches  and  so  on  to  be  cleansed  and  covered  and  ]uit  in  order? — Yes. 
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[Mr.  GleqjJiaii.)  It  did  not  imply  any  opposition  on  tlie  part  of  the  owners  of  the  property ; 
it  is  a common  practice,  I believe,  not  to  comply,  because  they  prefer  that  Mr.  Hall 
should  do  it. 

9731.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Hall)  Referring  to  your  fourth  I'eport,  of  tlie  30th  of 
January  1852,  is  there  an  allusion  made  there  to  the  nuisance  arising  from  an  old  dry 
well  which  had  been  converted  into  a cesspool,  and  were  measures  taken  under  the 
powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act  for  abating  that  nuisance  ? — Yes. 

9732.  I think  there  are  several  such  allusions  to  nuisances  arising  in  respect  of  wells, 
or  the  contamination  of  wells  throughout  these  reports  ; in  almost  all  which  cases  you 
seem  to  have  interfered  effectually  to  abate  the  nuisance  1 — Yes,  we  have  been  pretty 
successful  ; indeed,  in  every  case  where  a complaint  was  made  to  me,  I always  reported 
it,  so  far  as  I was  able,  to  the  Local  Board,  and  they  always  took  measures  accordingly. 

9733.  On  the  2d  of  March  1852,  in  your  fifth  report,  there  is  a report,  showing  that 
you  had  already  been  directed  to  make  incpiiries,  with  a view  to  the  actual  construction 
of  baths  and  washhouses  ? — Yes. 

9731.  From  that  time,  through  all  the  subsequent  reijorts,  there  are  occasional  allusions, 
showing  that  the  matter  was  continually  before  the  Local  Board  of  Health  ? — Yes. 

9735.  And  it  lias  now  been  literally  canied  out,  the  baths  being  already  pretty  well 
constructed  ? — Yes. 

9736.  On  the  10th  of  March,  at  a meeting  of  the  Council,  were  orders  given  to  you  to 
serve  notices  under  the  69th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  upon  certain  parties,  to 
compel  the  levelling,  paving,  flagging,  and  channelling  of  certain  streets  and  parts  of  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

9737.  Along  Hillgate  and  Pipewellgate  ? — Along  a continuation  of  Hillgate  and  a 
continuation  of  Pipewellgate. 

9738.  Do  you  remendier  what  was  done  under  those  notices? — These  notices  were 
served,  but  the  works  were  not  carried  out  by  the  board.  I laid  an  estimate  before 
them,  of  tlie  expense  of  it,  in  accordance  with  that  particular  clause  of  the  Act,  but 
nothing  was  done ; they  stand  in  the  same  position  to  this  very  day. 

9739.  Can  you  give  any  explanation  why  that  was  ? — I believe  the  expense  was  the 
reason. 

9740.  It  would  have  been  no  expense  to  the  Local  Board  to  compel  the  owners  of  the 
adjacent  properties  to  do  their  duty  to  the  public  ? — They  seemed  afraid  of  getting  into 
litigation  with  the  owners  of  the  property,  and  perliaps  one  difficulty  was  the  first  outlay 
of  money  for  the  purpose.  That  is  my  own  opinion  of  the  matter. 

9741.  You  were  not,  probably,  present  at  the  discussions  ? — Yes,  I was. 

9742.  It  was  an  instance,  I take  it,  where  the  levelling  and  paving  was  loudly  called 
for  by  the  necessities  of  the  case? — Yes.  There  is  great  traffic  along  these  streets,  and 
in  winter  they  are  almost  impassable.  Since  this  date,  I again  brought  the  subject  before 
them  as  regards  Hillgate. 

9743.  But  nothing  has  been  done  under  any  of  your  suggestions  as  yet  ? — Nothing. 

9744.  (if/r.  ClepJum.)  Was  that  the  occasion  on  which  the  owners  of  the  works 
complained  that  their  men  were  made  ill  by  the  state  of  the  road? — -Yes,  I believe  it 
was  so.  I may  state  that  .a  footpath  has  been  laid  along  Hillgate ; and  that,  I think, 
was  done  on  the  representations  of  a deputation  of  the  o>vners  which  waited  on  the  board, 
complaining  of  the  injury  done  to  the  health  of  their  workmen. 

9745.  {Chairman.)  In  the  sixth  report,  of  the  5th  of  April  1852,  did  you  lay  before 
the  Local  Board,  plans,  and  sections,  and  estimates,  with  a view  to  compelling  the 
draining  and  paving  of  a private  street,  Grahamsley  Street,  under  the  powers  of  the 
69  th  section  ? — Yes. 

9746.  You  also  afterwards  gave  notices  to  the  owners  of  the  property  ? — Yes. 

9747.  They  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  do  the  works  themselves? — No,  they 
did  not. 

9748.  The  Local  Board,  or  you,  as  the  officer  of  the  Local  Board,  afterwards  undertook 
the  execution  of  tho.se  works  ? — Yes. 

9749.  And  when  done,  assessed  the  expense  upon  the  separate  occupiers  ?— Yes. 

9750.  I need  hardly  ask  you,  whether  that  has  been  a benefit  to  the  locality? — -Very 
great  indeed. 

9751.  Is  a great  part  of  that  street  built  upon  rubbish  heaped  into  an  old  excavation? 
—Yes. 

9752.  Then  it  would  be  liable  to  the  same  kind  of  objection  as  Victoria  Street  in  that 
respect  ? — Yes. 

9753.  Was  this  sewering  and  so  on  done  previously  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — 
Yes. 

9754.  Then  probably  to  these  improvements  in  sewering,  Ac.,  having  been  applied  to 
this  street,  situated  in  some  respects  very  much  as  Victoria  Street,  may  be  attributed  in 
some  measure  its  comparative  immunity  from  cholera?— Yes.  There  have  been  only  three 
cases  in  it. 

9755.  Referring  to  your  15th  report,  of  the  20th  of  December  1852,  you  again  made  a 
statement  of  the  expense  of  executing  all  those  works  in  Grahamsley  Street ; and  you 
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also  made  a computation  there  as  to  the  expense  to  each  house  per  week  for  drainage 
only  ; will  you  he  kind  enough  to  state  what  it  was? — Not  quite  three  farthings  addition 
to  the  weekly  rent  of  the  house.  That  is  for  drainage  only. 

9756.  What  was  the  cost  per  house  per  week  for  tlie  whole  of  these  sanitary  works,  the 
beneficial  effect  of  which  has  been  so  obvious? — A little  more  than  a penny  farthing  per  week. 

9757.  Do  you  in  your  sixth  report,  of  the  5th  of  April,  allude  to  a complaint  which  had 
been  made  by  a Mr.  Philip  Smith,  with  reference  to  a nuisance  arising  from  certain  premises 
and  ashpits  adjoining  his  premises? — Yes. 

9758.  What  did  you  recommend  should  be  done  ? — I recommended  that  waterclosets 
should  be  substituted  instead  of  the  privies,  or  else  that  the  privies  be  removed  and  a drain 
be  laid  from  the  yard  into  the  main  sewei’. 

9759.  Do  you  remember  what  was  done  under  that? — Yes;  a drain  was  laid  from 
the  yard  into  the  main  sewer,  and  other  remedies  were  applied.  The  ashpits  were  entirely 
altered  with  a view  to  remedy  the  evil  ; and  I believe  that  it  lias  been  remedied.  I am 
not  aware  of  any  complaint  since ; but  a better  remedy  would  have  been  the  construction  of 
waterclosets. 

9760.  That  was  an  instance  of  the  enforcement  of  the  d9th  as  well  as  of  the  5fth 
section  ? — Yes. 

9761.  Then  there  was  also  an  order  issued  for  the  removal  of  piggeries  ? — Yes.  The 
Board  have  done  a great  deal  of  good  with  regard  to  that. 

9762.  There  are  many  other  instances  in  these  rejiorts  of  yours  of  such  orders;  and 
those  orders  have  been  habitually  carried  out? — Yes  I should  think  at  lea.st  150  pigs 
have  been  removed  from  Pipewellgate  and  Hillgate,  and  some  of  the  very  worst  localities 
of  the  town. 

9763.  With  reference  to  this  69th  section  generalhq  you  have  exercised  its  powers,  as 
shown  by  these  reports,  in  several  instances  ? — Yes  ; in  a few  instances  ; but  not  so  many 
as  there  ought  to  have  been. 

9764.  Still  I have  noticed  some  ten  or  a dozen  cases  in  winch  at  all  events  you  recom- 
mended the  exercise  of  those  powers  ? — Yes. 

9765.  In  how  many  of  those  cases,  in  which  you  recommended  the  exercise  of  such 
powers,  have  those  powers  actually  been  e.xercised,  do  you  think  ?— Perhaps  in  four  or  five, 
or  it  may  be  six. 

9766.  Not  more  than  half  the  number  of  instances? — T do  not  believe  that  we  have 
done  anything  more  than  Grahamsley  Street,  Ellison  Street  West,  Claremont  Place,  and 
Mirk  Lane,  that  is  under  the  69th  section.  There  has  been  a good  deal  done  with  regard 
to  removing  nuisances  and  so  on. 

9767.  Then  on  the  5th  of  May  1852  you  were  ordered  by  the  Council  to  re]>ort  on  the 
sewerage  of  Ravensworth  Terrace? — Yes. 

9768.  Was  that  private  property? — Private  jiroperty.  And  on  Wednesday  last  1 had 
again  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  it,  owing  to  a complaint  of  the  want  of 
drainage  in  that  district ; but  it  is  one  of  those  places  where  nothing  can  be  done  until  a 
general  system  of  drainage  is  decided  on. 

9769.  You  did  on  the  1st  of  June  1852  rejjort  upon  the  matter;  but  owing  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  it  has  been  impossible  to  do  anything  for  want  of  a generally 
arranged  system  of  sewerage  ? — Yes.  A complaint  was  made  about  Ravensworth  Terrace, 
owing  to  an  offensive  open  gutter.  That  was  remedied  ; but  other  works  are  rec|uired  for 
the  proper  drainage  of  the  place. 

9t70.  You  put  in  force  in  respect  of  Ravensworth  Terrace  tlie  powers  of  the  58th 
section,  empowering  the  Local  Board  to  get  filthy  ponds,  or  ditches,  or  sewers  drained, 
cleansed,  and  covered  ? — It  was  very  slight  indeed.  It  was  done  out  of  the  rates  during 
the  cholera  time.  I took  upon  myself  the  reponsibility  of  doing  that. 

9771.  You  did  not  enforce  the  58th  section;  but  the  Local  Board  spent  their  own 
money  for  the  purpose? — Yes.  The  expense  of  serving  notices  and  one  thing  or  another 
would  have  been  more  than  the  cost  of  what  was  required. 

9772.  About  the  time  of  your  eighth  re[)ort  you  were  ordered  to  report  on  the  complaint 
of  Mr.  Bell,  as  to  a nuisance  arising  from  a fellmongery  on  the  south  side  of  Hillgate, 
and  immediately  adjoining  the  street?—  Yes. 

9773.  Which  had  lieen  newly  established  there,  1 think? — Yes,  it  was  about  to  be 
established  when  that  letter  was  sent  in. 

9774.  In  your  tenth  report,  ])resented  on  the  1st  of  July  1852,  did  you  report  with 
reference  to  that  nuisance  ? — I did. 

9775.  What  did  you  report?- — “With  regard  to  the  fellmongery  in  Hillgate,  I have 
“ in.specte<l  the  premises  wliere  it  is  intended  to  carry  on  the  business,  and  it  does  not 
“ appear  to  me  to  be  possilJe  to  carry  on  a Imsiness  of  this  description  in  sucli  au 
“ overcrowded  and  confined  locality  without  causing  a nuisance.” 

9776.  Was  there  also  another  slaughter-house  or  fellmongery  reported  on  by  you  at 
the  same  time  ? — Yes. 

9777.  What  report  did  you  make  on  that  sulject  ? — 1 repea  ted  that  “ The  objections  tc' 

“ Joseph  Singleton’s  application  being  granted  are  not  so  great,  as  the  premises  have  a- 
“ river  frontage,  and  there  are  not  many  dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

“ Notwithstanding  this,  I would  recommend  the  Board  not  to  give  their  consent  to  either, 

“ as  I conceive  such  business  ought  to  be  entirely  removed  from  the  precinctsof  a town.” 
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9778.  What  Avas  clone? — They  both  received  a license  upon  conditions. 

9779.  {To  il/r.  Kell.)  Will  yon  be  good  enough  to  state  Avhat  were  the  conditions 
under  which  some  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Wilson  Avere  alloAcmd  to  establish  a neAv 
fellmongeiy  in  an  already  \mry  populous  and  oAmrcrov/ded  district  ? — At  a meeting  of  the 
council  and  Local  Board  of  Health  held  on  the  7th  of  July  1852,  this  document  was 
receHed : — “ Whereas  James  Wilson  the  younger,  of  Gateshead,  fellmonger,  hath  applied 
“ to  be  alloAved  to  establish  the  business  of  a fellmonger  Avithin  the  corporate  district  of 
“ this  Local  Board  of  Health,  on  premises  situate  on  the  south  side  of  Hillgate  and 
“ belonging  to  the  mortgagees  of  Messrs.  Bertram  and  Spencer  ; and  the  place  having 
“ been  inspected  by  the  surveyor  and  inspector,  and  also  by  the  Public  Health  Committee 
“ of  this  Local  Board  of  Health,  and  approved  of  by  them,” — 

9780.  {To  Jfr.  Hall.)  Hid  you  approA-m  of  it? — Ho. 

{Mr.  Kell.)  It  is  approved  of  by  the  committee,  not  by  the  surveyor.  The  word 
“ also  ” was  purposely  inserted : — “It  is  ordered  and  directed,  and  the  said  Local  Board 
“ of  Health  do  hereby  consent  to  the  said  James  Wilson  the  younger  commencing  and 
“ cariying  on  the  said  business  Avithin  the  said  corporate  district,  on  the  premises  and  in 
“ the  place  aforesaid,  upon  these  express  conditions — that  he,  the  said  James  Wilson  the 
“ younger,  shall  proAude  a constant  sup})ly  of  Avater  for  puritying  the  same,  and  a drain 
“ or  seAver  to  conAmy  aAvay  the  same  Avater  ; and  that  he  shall  not  establish  or  carry  on 
“ the  business  or  manufacture  of  a blood  boiler,  bone  boiler,  slaughterer  of  cattle,  horses, 
“ or  other  animals,  soap  boiler,  talloAV  melter,  tripe  boiler,  artilicial  manure  manufacturer, 
“ or  other  noxious  or  offensive  trade  or  business  on  the  said  premises  ; and  that  he  the 
“ said  James  Wilson  the  younger  and  his  successors,  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  the 
“ said  premises,  shall  abide  by  all  lyelaws  noAV  or  hereafter  to  be  made  and  published  by 
“ the  said  Local  Board  in  any  wise  relating  to  the  said  business  of  a fellmonger.  And  it 
“ is  also  ordered  and  directed  that,  in  order  that  the  said  James  Wilson  the  younger  may 
“ be  enabled  to  carry  out  these  conditions,  he  .shall  liaAm  leave  and  license,  and  this  Local 
“ Board  of  Health  dohei’eby  grant  such  license,  to  make  or  branch  a drain  or  drains  from 
“ his  said  fellmongeiy  into,  and  to  communicate  Avith  the  ]>ublic  seAver  in  Hillgate 
“ aforesaid,  upon  condition  that  such  drain  or  drains  be  formed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
“ surveyor  of  this  Local  Board,  and  that  no  steam  or  boiling  Avater  from  a steam  engine 
“ shall  be  issued  through  any  such  branch  drain  or  drains  ; and  also  to  take  up  the 

paAmment  of  that  portion  of  the  street  along  Avhich  the  pipes  for  the  conveyance  of 
“ Avater  to  the  said  premises  Avill  run  for  that  purpose.” 

9781.  (J/'T.  Bateman  to  ^Ir.  Hall.)  Is  that  the  establishment  Avhich  Ave  saw  in  our 
perambulations  ? — Tes. 

{Mr.  Glejohan.)  There  is  one  house  adjacent,  a remarkably  clean  house,  the  family  Avere 
remarkably  clean,  and  the  animal  matter  Avas  coming  through  the  Avails  in  a stream  most 
offensively. 

9782.  {Chairman  to  DTr.  Hall.)  In  yonr  25th  report,  presented  on  the  24th  of  October 
1853,  did  you  make  any  further  report  Avith  reference  to  that  fellmongeiy  carried  on  by 
Mr.  W i Ison  ?- — Y es . 

9783.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  read  what  you  there  stated? — “ The  fellmougery 
“ carried  on  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  Hillgate  is  and  has  been  a constant  source  of  nuisance 
“ ever  since  it  Avas  established.” 

9784.  Hid  }mu  at  the  same  time  make  any  further  recommendations  and  suggestions  to 
the  Local  Board  Avith  reference  to  that  fellmongeiy? — Yes. 

9785.  ^Vas  anything  done  under  those  suggestions? — The  license  Avas  AAuthdraAvn. 

9786.  On  the  24th  of  October  1853  ? — Yes,  about  that  time. 

9787.  That  Avas  immediately  in  or  after  the  epidemic  ? — {Mr.  Haggle.)  It  Avas  after 
the  epidemic. 

9788.  {To  Mr.  Hall.)  But,  according  to  your  report  up  to  that  time,  that  fellmongery 
was,  and  had  been,  a constant  cause  of  nuisance  ever  since  it  had  been  established  ? — 
Yes  ; my  opinion  is  that  such  a business  as  that  ought  never  to  be  alloAved  in  that  locality  ; 
it  cannot  be  othei'Avise  than  a nuisance. 

9789.  Ho  you  think  it  had  been  as  little  of  a nuisance  as  such  a fellmongery  in  such  a 
place  could  Avell  be  ? — Yes  ; Mr.  Wilson  exerted  himself,  and  took,  I believe,  every  means 
that  he  possibly  could  to  reduce  the  cause  of  complaint.  I may  also  state,  that  last 
Wednesday  another  order  Avas  made  by  the  Local  Board  of  Health  on  my  certiffcate ; and 
I believe  application  Avill  be  made  next  Tuesday  Avith  regard  to  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  magistrates. 

9790.  On  the  7th  of  March  1854  you  again  certified  to  this  effect,  “ That  the  manu- 
“ factory,  building,  or  jdace  of  business  carried  on  by  Mr.  James  Wilson  on  the  south  side 
‘ of  Hillgate  Avithiu  the  borough  of  Gateshead  is  a nuisance  and  injurious  to  the 
“ health  of  the  inhabitants?” — Yes;  I may  state  that  Mr.  Wilson  ascribed  the  nuisance 
to  the  Avant  of  a proper  drain,  OAving  to  the  drain  Avhich  AA'^as  laid  being  defectiA^e  ; and 
the  board,  I believe,  Avill  give  him  license  to  make  a drain  from  the  fellmongery  into  this 
seAver  Avhich  is  constructed. 

{Mr.  Kell.)  I find  on  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  council  and  Local  Board  of  Health, 
that  on  the  26th  of  October  1853  the  license  of  the  7th  of  July  1852,  which  I have  just 
read,  Avas  rescinded. 
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9791.  {Ghairman  to  Mr.  Kell.)  That  was  after  the  epidemic  had  ceased  ? — After  the 
epidemic  ; “ and  the  consent  or  license  thereby  or  otherwise  given  by  this  Local  Board  of 
“ Health  to  the  commencement  and  establishment  of  tlic  business  of  a fellmonger  on  tlic 
“ premises  therein  mentioned  is  hereby  withdr;mn.” 

9792.  Was  it  during  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic  that  that  great  cpiantity  of  v.''ool 
escaped  from  the  fellmongery  and  clioked  up  the  dj-ain  ? — (ii/r.  Hall)  No,  it  was  previous 
to  the  epidemic. 

9793.  {To  Mr.  Hall.)  And  you  had  to  open  the  drain  and  to  get  out  the  solid  mass  of 
wool  which  was  therein  ? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Kell.)  If  it  is  not  in’egular,  I should  state  that  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  license  v/as 
upon  this  report  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  joined  vHth  that  of  the  surveyor 
presented  at  the  same  meeting.  “Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  carrying  oii  the 
“ business  of  a fellmonger  in  the  premises  licensed  to  Mr.  Wilson  cannot  be  continued 
“ without  prejudice  to  the  public  health  ; and  that  as  Mr.  Wilson  has  done  everything  in 
“ his  power  to  reduce  the  nuisance  and  annoyance  as  much  as  pijssible  without  being  able 
“ to  abate  them,  the  license  to  him  should  be  withdrawn."’ 

9791.  {Chairman.)  That  is  what  Mr.  Town  Surve^mr  originally  reported,  but  the  Local 
Board  of  Health  would  not  believe  him  the  iirst  time  ? — (d/r.  Hall)  This  is  the  letter 
addressed  to  Messrs.  James  dYilson  and  Sons,  Hillgate.  “Gentlemen,  I beg  to  accpiaint 
“ you  that  the  sewer  which  carries  off  the  water  from  your  fellmongery  in  Hillgate  became 
“ completely  choked  up  on  Monday  evening  by  the  wool  escaping  with  the  water,  'i  he 
“ water  having  thus  no  means  of  escape  forced  the  joints  of  the  sewer  and  lodged  itself 
“ in  and  around  the  foundations  of  very  insecurely  built  houses.  Y7e  were,  therefore, 
“ compelled  to  open  up  the  street  and  break  into  the  sewer,  from  wdiich  were  taken  out 
“ from  two  to  three  barrowfulls  of  wool,  Avhich  h;id  formed  itself  into  a hard  mass.  As  I 
“ cannot  answer  for  the  consequences,  should  Ave  be  again  obligetl  to  disturb  the  Avork  in 
“ such  dangerous  ground,  and  as  the  same  thing  has  occurred  once  before,  I must  request 
“ you  to  take  immediate  steps  to  prevent  any  avooI  escaping  Avith  the  Avater,  and  not  to 
“ discharge  the  v/ater  until  suHicient  alteration  lias  been  made  for  this  purpose.” 

9795.  That  aauis  Avritten  by  you  to  the  OAvners  of  this  fellmongery  on  the  27th  of 
October  1853  ? — Yes. 

9796.  In  the  same  1 0th  report  there  are  allusions  made  by  you  to  nuisances  arising 
from  the  stoppage  of  house  drains  and  from  middens  ? — Yes. 

9797.  Wei'e  those  nuisances  abated  ? — Yes,  both  uf  them. 

9798.  And  in  these  reports  there  are  allusions,  1 think,  to  seAmral  other  nuisances  of  the 
same  kind  ? — Yes. 

9799.  Were  they  generally  abated  ? — Yes  ; Avherever  they  could  l)e  abated  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  they  Avere  placed. 

9800.  Hid  you  also  in  that  report  submit  to  the  notice  of  the  Local  Board  the  names  of 
certain  persons  Avho  had  endeavoured  to  evade  the  Public  Health.  Act  by  not  giving  notice 
to  the  board  of  their  intentions  to  build  ? — Yes. 

9801.  And  the  board  interfered  to  compel  them,  and  in  fact  to  carry  out  the  jiOAvers 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  Avith  reference  to  that  point  ? — Yes.  If  I recollect  rightly, 
in  consequence  of  representations  coming  before  the  boai'd,  that  several  parties  were 
evading  the  Public  Health  Act,  in  not  submitting  plans  and  particulars  of  the  liouses 
wliich  they  Avere  about  to  build,  a public  notice  was  issued  Avith  a view  to  conq)elling 
parties  to  do  so. 

9802.  About  that  time  was  there  a standing  order  of  the  Local  Board  issued,  enabling 
the  surveyor  to  proceed  more  rapidly  and  more  efficiently  under  the  powers  of 
sections  49  and  53,  Avitli  reference  to  the  approval  of  the  plans  of  certain  houses  ? — Yes. 
OAving  to  the  board  not  meeting  oftener  than  adrout  once  a month,  it  Avas  found  a great 
inconvenience  to  builders,  Avho  submitted  plans  ; — probably  they  Avould  have  to  Avait 
upwards  of  a month,  in  order  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  board,  and  therefore  this 
standing  order  Avas  made,  that,  as  soon  as  I,  the  surAmyor  to  the  board,  aauis  satisfied  Avith 
the  plan,  they  could  proceed  at  once  ; that  I could  give  them  leave  u])on  my  OAvn 
responsibility. 

9803.  Was  there  also  a standing  order  to  the  effect  that  the  town  surveyor  should 
have  authority  to  inspect  nuisances  and  serve  the  requisite  notices  under  section  54, 
providing  that  all  drains,  water-closets,  jiriAues  and  so  OJi,  should  l.>e  kept  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  be  a,  nuisance  ? — Yes. 

9804.  I see  in  the  12th  report,  of  the  31st  of  August  1852,  you  recommended  that 
four  owners  of  houses  in  Grahamsley  Street  sliould  be  served  AAuth  notices  to  provide  a 
supply  of  Avater  under  section  76  ? — Yes. 

9805.  Vfhat  Avas  done  in  that  respect  'i — On  notice  being  served  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
property,  they  got  a siqiply  of  Avater. 

9806.  I see  in  these  reports  of  yours  tliat  you  must  have  recommended  some  sc('res  of 
water-clos(fcs  to  be  erected  ; hoAV  many  do  you  think  have  lieen  erected  in  consequence 
of  your  recommendations  ?— There  have  been  a good  many  erected  in  the  High  Street, 
that  is,  where  they  could  be  intnxluced. 

9807.  In  the  same  12th  report,  you  report  iqion  the  matter  of  a.  cellar  dAvelling,  do 
you  not  i — Yes. 
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9808.  Can  you  remember  wbat  was  done,  under  the  67th  clause  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  with  reference  to  the  occupation  of  that  cellar  ? — Yes,  the  notice  was  carried  out, 
and  a person  in  Grahamsley  Street,  who  was  living  in  a cellar,  was  compelled  to  leave  ; 
and  it  is  now  empty,  I think. 

9809.  In  the  13th  report,  on  the  4th  of  October  1852,  did  you  make  several  statements 
with  reference  to  slaughter-houses  ? — Yes,  I stated  : “ In  the  absence  of  premises  provided 
“ for  the  accommodation  of  the  whole  borough,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  slaughter-house 
“ is  not  such  as  to  call  for  the  special  interference  of  the  board.''  However,  on 
consideration  of  the  subject,  it  appeared  to  the  board  that  it  did  require  interference, 
and  it  was  not  allowed  to  be  used  afterwards  ; no  license  was  granted. 

9810.  Hid  you  more  than  once  in  the  course  of  ttiese  reports  suggest  to  the  Local 
Board  the  propriety,  and  to  a certain  extent  the  economy,  of  providing  pubhc  slaughter- 
houses ?— Yes,  abbatoirs.  Ido  not  know  anything  that  could  confer  a greater  benefit 
upon  the  town. 

9811.  Those  recommendations  have  not  been  carried  out  yet  ? — No. 

9812.  But  the  byelaws  respecting  private  slaughter-houses  have  been  fairly  and  properly 
carried  out? — Yes,  as  far  as  they  could  be. 

9813.  Did  you  also,  with  reference  to  another  slaughter-house  then  newly  established, 
suggest  to  the  board  that  the  powers  of  the  64th  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which 
requires  that  the  consent  of  the  Local  Board  should  be  obtained  before  establishing  any 
new  slauofhter-house,  should  be  carried  out  ? Yes. 

9814.  And  those  powers  also  were  enforced? — Yes. 

9815.  I see  a report  by  you  on  the  4th  of  October  1852,  in  consequence  of  an  order 
given  to  you  on  the  7th  of  January  with  reference  to  the  sewering,  levelling,  paving, 
flagging,  and  channelling  of  that  notorious  locality,  Leonard’s  Court  ? — Yes. 

9816.  Will  you  state  what  was  done? — Yes;  I presented  plans  and  sections,  and  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  requisite  works. 

9817.  Under  the  69th  section  ? — Under  the  69th  section. 

9818.  The  proprietors  of  the  property  having  neglected  to  do  what  was  ordered  by 
the  notices  that  had  previously  been  served  upon  them? — Yes. 

9819.  Will  you  state  what  was  done  in  consequence? — As  will  he  perceived  by  this 
report,  that  I did  not  advise  tlie  board  to  carry  out  this  scheme.  It  was  then  intended 
that  the  drainage  of  Leonard’s  Court  should  be  carried  into  the  main  sewer  in  High 
Street.  I did  not  recommend  the  board  to  do  so,  and  indeed  this  subject  gave  rise  to  the 
survey  of  the  eastern  district.  I recommended  that  a main  sewer  be  carried  down  East 
Street,  and  another  outlet  provided  for  that  eastern  district.  The  reasons  for  it  are  given 
at  length  in  this  report. 

9820.  In  your  sixteentli  report  of  the  31st  of  January  1853,  and  in  two  or  three 
other  instances,  you  recur  to  what  you  then  alluded  to,  an  East  Sti-eet  drainage  scheme  ? 
—Yes. 

9821.  It  has  engaged  your  attention  pretty  regularly  until  the  present  time? — Yes. 

9822.  And  the  day  before  yesterday  your  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Health 
were  adopted  in  part,  but  also  modified  in  part? — Yes. 

9823.  In  a manner  wliich  you  think  not  so  desirable  by  any  means  for  the  place 
generally? — By  no  means  desirable. 

9824.  Did  you  also  in  your  thirteenth  report,  of  the  4th  of  October  1852,  make  a 
statement  with  reference  to  the  re-flagging  of  Mulgrave  Terrace  ? — Yes. 

9825.  Was  it  at  that  time  in  a very  bad  condition? — ^Very  bad,  and  still  is. 

9826.  Was  anything  done  under  that  suggestion  of  yours  to  the  Local  Board  ? — 
Nothing.  No  later  than  Wednesday  last  I was  instructed  to  make  a report,  owing  to  a 
memorial  being  laid  before  the  Board  coniplaining  of  the  state  of  this  flagging,  and  I 
was  instructed  by  the  Board  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  with  the  view  of 
re -flagging  it. 

9827.  Is  there  also  a recommendation  in  that  thirteenth  report  with  reference  to  a 
certain  cowhouse  between  Victoria  Street  and  Mulgrave  Terrace  ? — Yes. 

9828.  Has  it  been  in  a very  bad  condition  ? — Yer}^ 

9829.  What  was  done  under  that  report  ? — I believe  in  a former  report  I recommended 
that  the  cowbyre  should  be  entirely  removed,  and  I think,  if  I am  not  mistaken,  I brought 
this  subject  forward  owing  to  a letter  of  complaint.  The  board  gave  the  owner  leave  to 
retain  his  cowhouse  for  the  present,  but  notice  was  to  be  giveii  him  to  remove  the  refuse 
every  day. 

9830.  Wei’e  those  orders  to  abate  the  nuisance  properly  executed  ? — Ye.s,  they  have 
been  carried  out  as  well  as  they  can  be ; it  has  been  carried  out  to  a ceiJain  extent. 

9831.  You  think  he  has  rendered  it  as  little  of  a nuisance  as  a great  cowbyre  in  such 
a locality  can  be  ? — Yes,  I think  he  has. 

{Mr.  Glephan.)  May  I state  as  to  that  place,  that  in  Mulgrave  Terrace  they  are  rather 
pretentious  houses,  showy  houses,  and  built  for  good  families.  An  acquaintance  of  mine, 
who  is  the  owner  of  one  of  them,  complained  to  me  that  our  rates  in  Gateshead  were 
destroying  his  property.  He  does  not  himself  live  in  the  town.  I told  him  that  he  must 
have  been  misinformed,  that  it  was  the  nuisance  which  was  destroying  the  propert}'. 
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He  has  been  obliged  to  let  that  large  house  in  tenements  to  families,  and  that  is  the 
process  continually  going  on.  Houses  are  becoming  tenemented  houses,  though  built  for 
good  families,  at  rents  of  301.  or  40l.  each. 

9832.  This  is  an  instance  of  a nuisance  having  converted  what  was  meant  for  a 
wholesome  self-contained  house  into  an  unwholesome  tenemented  house  ? — Yes. 

9833.  (To  Mr.  Hall.)  In  your  fourteenth  report  of  the  29th  of  Octolier  1852  did  you 
make  any  statement  with  reference  to  a nuisance  arising  from  a tripery  in  Pipewellgate  ? 
—Yes. 


ffilliam  Kell,  Esq. 
and 

WHllkun  Hall,  Esq. 
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9834.  Those  triperies  have  been  held  not  to  come  within  your  regulations  in  respect  of 
slaughter-houses? — No  ; they  come  under  the  clause  of  the  Public  Health  Act  as  oftensive 
trades. 

9835.  W hat  was  done  upon  this  suggestion  of  yours  ? — I do  not  remember  exactly. 

9836.  Plave  the  triperies  generally  throughout  this  town  been  more  or  less  nuisances  ? 
— They  are  great  nuisances. 

9837.  Has  the  condition  of  them  been  improved  ? — -No,  I do  not  think  it  has.  They 
exist  in  places  generally  where  there  is  no  drainage. 

9838.  {Mr.  Kell)  1 find  on  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  Local  Board  that,  on  the  17th 
of  November  1852,  on  bringing u]i  that  report,  it  was  ordered  “that  it  be  an  instruction  to 
“ the  Parliamentary  and  Byelaw  Committee  to  consider  the  surveyor’s  suggestion  that 
“ there  should  be  a liyelaw  regulating  the  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  tripe,  &c.” 

9839.  {To  Mr.  Kell)  But  no  such  byelaw  has  yet  been  issued  ? — No. 

9840.  (Mr.  Hall)  I recommended  that,  in  the  event  of  the  board  constructing  abattoirs, 
a place  should  be  made  for  the  triperies. 

9841.  (To  Mr.HoM.)  A public  tripery? — Yes,  and  I see  no  other  means  of  carrying  it 
out.  Idiere  are  a great  many  of  them  scattered  about  in  different  parts  of  the  town, 
where  there  is  no  drainage  whatevei'. 

9842.  They  are  all  offensive,  are  they  ? — Very. 

9843.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  keep  them  clean  ? — No. 

9844.  {Mr.  Bateman)  The  makers  of  the  tripe  themselves  seem  healthy  people? — Yes. 

9845.  {Chairman)  On  the  12th  of  Noveinber  1852  I believe  you  forwarded  a report 
to  Mr.  Grainger,  superintending  insjjector  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  ? — Yes. 

9846.  In  which  you  mentioned  to  him  the  improvements  which  up  to  that  time  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  Health  ? — Yes  ; that  is,  a general  outline  of  what  had  been 
done. 

9847-  In  that  you  stated  that  up  to  that  time  no  steps  had  been  taken  with  regard  to 
a general  survey  of  the  borough  with  a view  to  any  comprehensive  system  of  drainage  ? 
— Yes. 

9848.  But  that  notwithstanding  that,  important  improvements  had  been  made  since 
the  application  of  tlie  Public  Plealth  Act  ? — Yes. 

9849.  Among  the  improvements  which  you  first  alluded  to  was  the  one  in  respect  of 
sewering,  paving,  draining,  flagging,  and  so  on  Gi'ahamsley  Street  to  which  you  have 
alreadj^  referred  ? — Yes. 

9850.  Also  the  improvements  which  you  had  made  witli  respect  to  the  gully  grates  of 
the  sewers  generally? — Yes. 

9851.  What  is  the  practical  condition  of  those  sewers  which  were  in  existence  before 
you  came  into  office  ; are  they  well  constructed  and  clean  and  inodorous  ? — I can  only 
speak  of  the  present  main  sewer  ; that  is  a very  large  sewer  indeed.  This  is  a section 
of  the  main  sewer  {producing  ihe  same). 

9852.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  Six  feet  high  ? — Six  feet  three  ; it  is  larger  than  that  in  some 
places. 

9853.  Excavated  out  of  the  solid  rock  apparently? — Yes. 

9854.  {Chairman)  You  found  this  in  existence  when  you  came  into  office  ; and  of 
this  a considerable  part  will  be  in  a good  condition  ? — The  whole  of  the  main  sewer  in 
High  Street  is  in  a good  condition,  and  a well-built  sewer  it  is ; it  might  have  been 
perhaps  better  done  in  some  respects. 

9855.  But  on  the  whole  it  is  not  bad  or  offensive? — Not  at  all.  With  regard  to  the 
gully  grates  there  are  none  of  them  trapped. 

9856.  You  have  made  some  improvements  in  gully  grates,  have  you  not  ? — This  relates 
to  Grahamsley  Street  only.  I may  observe,  with  respect  to  the  gully  grates,  that  I do  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable,  in  the  present  arrangement  of  the  scavenging  of  the  High 
Street,  which  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  ti-ap  these.  I think  that  the 
turnpike  roads  should  Ije  in  the  hands  of  the  Botu’d  of  Health.  I think  that  a great 
defect  in  the  Public  Health  Act. 

9857.  The  improvenients,  to  which  you  alluded  in  your  report  to  Mr.  Grainger,  were 
chiefly  draining,  sewering,  and  paving  in  Grahamsley  Street,  in  Ellison  Street  West,  and 
in  Claremont  Place?— Yes,  that  has  been  a great  improvement  to  the  town.  And  in 
res])ect  of  gas  works  I may  state  that  I laid  before  the  board  a very  lengthened  report, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  with  a view  to  establishing  them,  which  is  given  in  the  first 
paid  of  the  report. 

9858.  In  that  report  to  Mr  Grainger  did  you  also  state  that  a great  deal  of  your  time 
had  been  taken  u]j  in  the  supervision  of  new  buildings  ?— Yes. 
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9859.  And  of  workmen’s  houses? — Yes;  this  alludes  to  the  houses  which  had- been 
constructed  at  Ncav  Gateshead. 

98(50.  You  also  stated  that  the  hoard  had  been  unremitting  in  the  removal  of 
piggeries  from  crowded  districts,  winch  had  also  taken  up  a good  deal  of  vour  time  ? — 
Yes. 

9861.  And  you  alluded  to  the  wording  of  the  59th  clause  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
which  does  not  ju’ovide  for  the  indemnihcation  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  in  respect  of 
expenses  to  which  they  may  be  put  in  removing  accnmnlations  of  manure,  which  are  not 
Intrinsicall}^  worth  the  trouble  of  removing  ? — Yes. 

9862.  You  also  mentioned  that  the  regulation  of  slanghterdiouses  and  common  lodging- 
houses  had  occupied  yoni'  attention  and  that  of  the  Board  a good  deal  ? — Yes. 

9863.  And  that  byelaws  had  been  made  and  that  the  erection  of  public  baths  and 
washliouses  was  also  a matter  which  had  occupied  attention? — Yes. 

9864.  Endeavouring  to  make  to  us  an  oral  report  to  the  same  effect,  between  the  date 
of  the  12th  of  November  1852  and  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  September  1853,  what 
principal  improvements  would  yon  allude  to? — Very  little  indeed;  nothing  almost. 
Certainly  there  is  Mirk  Lane,  which  has  been  paved  and  is  now  passable. 

9865.  And  drained  also  ? — It  required  no  di-ain  from  its  peculiar  nature.  The 
scavenage  generally  has  been  improved. 

9866.  The  supervision  of  new  buildings,  new  streets,  lodging-houses,  slaughter-houses, 
piggeries,  and  so  on,  however,  has  been  constantly  going  on  ? — Yes  ; there  have  not  been 
many  jiiggeries  ; those  were  removed  previously. 

9867’.  1 mean  between  Novendier  1852  and  September  1853  ? — There  have  been 
several  nuisances  complained  of  arising  from  privies,  from  the  bad  arrangement  of  them  ; 
those  have  been  remedied  also. 

9868.  But  Avitli  regard  to  what  you  may  call  larger  and  more  important  improvements 
but  little  had  been  done  between  November  1 852  and  September  1853  ?■ — Not  much, 
the  survey  of  the  eastern  part  occupying  a great  deal  of  my  attention  ; and  the  plans  of 
the  baths  and  Avashhouses  more  particularly,  which  were  executed  entirely  by  myself 

9869.  Do  you  thiidc  that  the  Local  Board  Avere  less  energetic  betAveen  November  1852 
and  September  1853  than  they  had  been  jn-eviously? — No,  b}^  no  means. 

9870.  But  their  attention,  so  to  say,  Avas  deAmted  to  minor  matters  ? — Yes.  Without 
going  oAmr  these  reports  I cannot  exactly  ansAver  the  (pe.stion. 

9871.  In  your  fifteenth  re})ort,  of  the  20th  of  December  1852,  did  you  suggest  to  the 
Local  Board  that  they  should  disalloAv  the  plans  for  three  houses,  Avhich  Avere  intended  to 
be  let  in  single  rooms  as  tenemented  houses  ? — Yes. 

9872.  You  stated  that  you  considered  tliat  kind  of  house  construction  objectionable? — 
Yes ; that  the  practice  of  letting  single  rooms  as  tenements  aatis  one  which  ought  to 
receive  no  encouragement  from  the  board.  I state  this  because  the  Local  Board  have 
no  ]iOAver  to  iuterfere  Avith  the  arrangement  of  rooms  in  a hou.se;  their  poAvers  only 
extend  to  drainage  and  Avater-closets  ; and  I think  local  boards  ought  to  have  that  power, 
and  that  they  .should  liarm  some  control  as  to  the  size  of  back  yards,  and  the  internal 
regulation  of  houses  if  tliey  are  to  be  let  in  tenemenis. 

9873.  (.1/r.  Kell.)  Do  you  think  that  it  Avould  be  expedient  that  that  Act  should 
contain  a clause  prohibiting  ])arties  from  heightening  houses  ?- — I do. 

9874.  (Chairman.)  Yfill  you  refer  to  your  sixteenth  report,  of  the  31st  of  January 
1853,  and  state  Avhat  you  reported  Avith  reference  to  Robert  UrAvin,  a butcher? — “ Robert 

ITrw'in,  butcher,  apj)lied  for  leav'e  on  April  30th  1852  to  build  a stable  in  the  back  yard 
“ of  his  house,  Collino'Avood  Terrace,  Avhich  Avas  refused.  On  June  1st  1852  he  again 

applied  for  permi,ssion  to  build  a stable  according  to  the  same  plan  ; on  this  occasion 
“ seA’cral  members  of  this  committee  visited  the  place,  when  it  Avas  again  refused.  On 
“ October  6th  1852  he  applied  Avith  a modified  plan  for  permission  to  build  a stable,""  and 
Avith  your  leave  I Avill  read  the  report  then  made  upon  the  plan  and  Avhich  was  approved 
of  by  the  boaixl. 

9875.  You  recommended  that  that  modified  plan  should  be  adopted  ? — Yes. 

9876.  What  wuis  the  ground  of  complaint  then? — “ That  he,  Robert  Urwin,  is  inakbig 
“ use  of  this  .stable  as  a slaughter-house,  contrary  to  section  64  of  the  Public  Health  Act.’" 

9877.  That,  having  obtained  leave  to  build  a stable,  he  had  ei’ected  a building  and  used 
it  as  a slaughter-house  Avithout  the  consent  of  the  Local  Board,  and  contrary  to  the  64th 
section  ? — Yes. 

9878.  Did  you  also  state  that  he  was  liable  to  a penalty  under  that  section? — Yes,  a 
penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  and  a further  penalty  of  forty  shillings  for  each  day  that  the 
offence  was  continued. 

9879.  What  instructions  Avere  issued  to  you  upon  that  report  ? — I Avas  instructed  to  take 
})roceedings  for  recovering  the  penalty  of  fifty  pounds  against  Mr.  Robert  Urwin. 

9880.  Did  you  do  so? — I did. 

9881.  Did  you  succeed? — Ye.s  ; the  particulars  of  the  ca.se  I do  not  remember  at  this 
moment  exactly,  but  the  place  Aims  not  alloAved,  and  it  is  not  now^ 

.9882.  And  you  exacted  the  penalty  ? — It  aaus  not  exacted. 

9883.  Tlie  magistrates  threatened  him  that  the  penalty  should  be  exacted  if  he  used  it 
any  more  ?— -Yes. 

9884.  Pie  AAus  convicted  hoAveA^er  ? — (J/r.  Kell.)  He  was. 
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9885,  (To  Mr.  Kell)  The  sentence  was  deferred  ? —The  sentence  was  deferred  to  give 
•him  an  opportunity  of  abating  the  nuisance ; he  paid  the  costs,  but  the  penalty  was  not 
inflicted,  in  the  hope  that  he  would,  as  he  did,  abate  the  nuisance. 

9886.  {To  Mr.  Hall.)  In  your  twentieth  report,  of  the  2d  of  May  1853,  you  made 
suggestions  for  putting  in  force  the  powers  of  the  fifty-ninth  section,  for  abating  a 
nuisance  arising  from  pigs,  and  from  the  want  of  a drain,  and  from  the  bad  state  of  a 
midden  and  stagnant  water ; and  also  for  putting  in  force  the  powers  of  the  fifty-eighth 
section,  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  a midden  and  privy  which  were  in  an  improper 
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situation  ? — Yes. 

9887.  In  your  twenty-first  report,  of  the  30th  of  May,  you  referred  to  a memorial 
presented  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hillgate,  complaining  of  a serious  nuisance  arising  from 
bones,  bone  dust,  and  guano  kept  in  a bonded  warehouse,  I believe  in  Hillgate,  just 
opposite  Bertram’s  Buildings  ? — Yes. 

9888.  You  recommended  that  a notice  should  be  served  upon  the  agent  for  the  owners 
of  the  property  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance? — Yes. 

9889.  What  was  done  ? — It  was  abated  to  a considerable  extent.  I laid  before  the 
board  another  report  about  it,  and  the  person  who  is  the  tenant  of  it,  and  who  is  carrying 
on  the  business,  had  an  interview  with  the  Board  of  Health  upon  the  subject,  ami  he  was 
told  that,  if  he  did  not  at  once  abate  it,  proceedings  would  be  taken  against  him.  He 
did  so,  but  on  Wednesday  last  I certified  as  to  the  present  state  of  it,  and  I was  instructed 
to  commence  proceedings  against  him.  I believe  that  is  the  substance  of  the  case ; I have 
just  received  a letter  with  regard  to  this  very  nuisance. 

9890.  {To  Mr.  Kell)  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  Mr.  Hall  has  just  given  ?~ 

I have. 

9891.  I propose  to  take  your  evidence  and  his  together,  with  reference  to  the  extent 
to  which  certain  clauses  of  the  Public  Health  Act  have  been  enforced,  and  the  extent  to 
which  others  have  been  neglected.  With  reference  to  the  40th  section  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  the  Local  Board  have  never  taken  into  consideration  the  question  of  appoint- 
ing a legally  qualified  medical  practitioner  to  be  an  officer  of  health  ? — They  have  not.  At 
the  last  meeting  but  one  that  question  was  avoided,  by  autlnnizing  the  surveyor  to 
apply  to  two  medical  practitioners  in  lieu  of  a medical  officer.  If  an  officer  of  health 
had  been  appointed  under  the  40th  section,  his  certificate  alone  would  liave  been  sufficient. 

9892.  To  enable  you  to  act  under  the  60th  section,  you  mean? — Yes. 

9893.  But  you  require  the  certificate  of  two  medical  practitioners  ? — Yes  not  having 
an  officer  of  health,  you  require  the  certificate  of  two. 

9894.  Am  I to  understand  you  that  at  a recent  meeting  of  the  Council  the  town 
surveyor  was  instructed,  whenever  he  might  require  it,  to  apply  to  two  medical  practi- 
tioners for  their  certificates,  for  instance,  where  “ a house,  or  any  part  thereof  is  in  such  a 
“ filthy  or  unwholesome  condition  that  the  health  of  any  person  was  affected  or  endan- 
“ gered  thereby,”  and  with  a view  to  whitewashing,  cleansing,  and  purifying  ? — Yes. 

9895.  That  was  the  object  of  the  recent  order  ? — It  was. 

9896.  With  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  41st  and  42d  sections,  with  regard  to 
preparing  a map  of  the  district,  that  has  been  under  consideration  ; it  has  not  been 
adopted  as  yet  for  the  whole  borough  ; but  with  reference  to  a certain  portion  of  it,  the 
eastern  district,  there  has  been  a partial  survey  and  map  prepared,  with  a view  to  the 
drainage  of  that  district  ? — That  is  so.  The  matter  has  frequently  been  under  considera- 
tion, from  a time  prior  to  the  application  of  the  Health  Act,  and  has  alwa}^s  been 
postponed  on  the  score  of  expense,  as  already  mentioned. 

9897.  With  reference  to  the  44th  section,  authorising  the  Local  Board  to  purchase 
certain  sewers,  nothing  has  been  done,  because  there  were  no  sewers  to  purchase ; all 
were  public  ? — That  is  so. 

9898.  With  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  45th  section,  enabling  the  Local  Board  to 
repair,  alter,  and  improve  the  sewers  vested  in  them,  nothing  of  that  kind  has  been  re- 
quired ? — That  is  so. 

(Mr.  Hall.)  Nothing  has  been  required. 

9899.  (To  Mr.  Kell)  Has  anything  been  required  under  the  46th  section,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  clearing,  cleansing,  and  emptying  of  sewers? — Yes;  some  large  stones  and 
materials,  which  had  been  left  during  the  performance  of  the  contract,  were  taken  out. 

9900.  With  reference  to  the  49th  section,  empowering  the  Local  Board  to  direct  the 
levels,  fall  and  nature  of  the  drains  to  be  laid  down  in  newly  erected  or  re-erected 
houses,  that  power,  I beheve,  has  been  fully  put  in  force  ? — It  has,  and  most  beneficially 
to  the  inhabitants. 


9901.  With  reference  to  the  51st  clause,  empowering  the  Local  Board  to  insist  upon 
every  house,  built  before  or  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  being  provided  witli  a proper 
water-closet  or  privy,  that  power  has  been  put  in  force  with  reference  to  all  newly- 
erected  houses,  but  not  with  reference  to  houses  already  in  existence  ? — 

(Mr.  Hall.)  Exactly  so. 

(Mr.  Kell.)  There  have  been  attempts  made,  but  it  has  not  been  fully  carried  out 
certainly.  Certain  parties  have  had  notice. 

9902.  Even  as  to  houses  built  before  the  operation  of  the  Act  ? — That  is  so. 

9903.  Out  of  the  number  of  houses,  however,  to  which  that  power  would  have  been 
properly  applicable,  it  has  been  applied  only  to  1 per  cent,  probably  ?-—I  should  say  so. 
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9904.  But  with  reference  to  houses  built  since  the  application  of  this  Act,  you  have 
carried  it  out  fully  ? — Yes. 

{Mr.  Hall.)  In  every  case. 

9905.  As  far  as  you  know  ? — Yes. 

9906.  With  reference  to  the  52d  section,  empowering  the  Local  Board  to  see  that  all 
factories  are  provided  with  water-closets,  I understood  the  other  day  that  there  has  been 
no  call  for  the  execution  of  this  pov/er  ? — {Mr.  Kell)  That  is  so. 

9907.  With  reference  to  the  53d  section,  enacting  that  before  beginning  the  founda- 
tions of  a new  house,  or  a house  about  to  be  rebuilt,  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Local 
Board,  and  so  on,  that  has  been  properly  enforced,  and  on  occasions  where  people  have 
endeavoured  to  evade  it,  you  have  interfered  to  insist  on  that  enactment  beino-  compbed 
with?-(d/r.  Hall)  I have. 

{Mr.  Kell)  Yes,  a form  of  notice  was  issued,  and  it  was  stated  that  it  would  be  required 
to  be  accompanied  by  a plan,  and  the  size  of  that  plan  was  given,  so  that  they  coidd  be 
conveniently  bound  up. 

9.908.  As  regards  the  54th  section,  authorizing  the  Local  Board  to  provide  “ That  all 
“ drains  whatsoever,  and  the  water-closets,  privies,  cesspools,  and  ashpits,  within  their 
“ district  are  constructed  and  kept  so  as  not  to  be  a nuisance  or  injurious  to  health,’’’  I 
am  afraid  that  that  has  been  ])ut  in  force  to  a very  small  extent  only? 

{Mr.  Hall.)  A very  small  extent  only,  but  there  have  been  a few  instances. 

{Mr.  Kell.)  I'here  have  been  a few  instances,  but  not  many. 

9909.  {To  Mr.  Kell)  Only  very  few  out  of  the  multitude  to  which  it  might  ha,ve  been 
applicable  ? — Indeed  it  was  at  once  felt  that,  until  we  could  supply  a drain,  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  carry  it  out  extensively.  I would  refer,  before  we  quit  section  53,  to 
this  circumstance  ; section  53  requii'es  “That  fourteen  days  at  the  least,  before  beginning 
“ to  dig  or  lay  out  the  foundations  of  or  for  any  new  house,  or  to  rebuild  any  house  pulled 
“ down  to  the  extent  of  the  ground  floor,”  notice  shall  be  given.  We  have  had  cases  ol 
tins  sort,  where  a house  for  instance  has  been  built  of  two  stories,  and  was  unobjectionable 
in  relation  to  the  width  of  the  street  and  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants,  while  it  was 
no  higher.  If  other  two  stories,  however,  were  added  to  it,  it  would  become  highly 
objectionable  ; Imt  the  additional  height  having  been  effected  without  pulling  the  existing 
building  down  to  the  first  floor,  section  53  did  not  apply.  We  had  no  means  of  preventing 
that  serious  evil. 


9910.  {Mr.  Bateman)  Can  you  regulate  the  height  of  the  houses  at  all  in  the  first 

instance  ? — I am  afraid  not.  I had  some  con’espondence  with  the  General  Board  upon  the 

subject. 

9911.  {Chairman)  Did  you  simply  draw  attention  to  that  fact? — I requested  their 
opinion  wliether  we  could  interfere,  and  if  we  could  not,  I urged  the  necessity  ot 
applying  the  requisite  remedy  in  any  bill  which  might  be  brought  forward.  I did  that 
in  June  1853. 

9912.  They  stated  that  you  could  not? — That  we  could  not.  Without  mentioning 
names,  I stated  in  a letter  to  the  General  Board  dated  1st  June  1853,  “A  person  has, 
“ without  notice  to  the  Local  Board,  unroofed  a large  building  occupied  as  tenemented 
“ rooms  by  a dense  population,  and  added  two  stories  to  its  height,  to  the  great  annoyance 
“ of  the  neighbours,  who  have  memorialized  the  Local  Board  on  tlie  subject.  It  is  doubted 
“ whether  the  Local  Board  have  power  to  prevent  heightening  previously  erected  buildings, 
“ where  the  owners,  as  in  this'^  case,  do  not  pull  them  down  to  the  ground  floor.  In  a second 
“ case  notice  has  been  given  by  a party  of  his  intention  to  convert  a stable  into  a dwelling- 
“ house,  by  erecting  another  storey  over  the  present  buildings  of  one  storey  without 
“ ])ulling  down  any  of  the  walls.  The  stable  is  situated  in  a back  yard  of  small 
“ dimensions ; the  only  apjiroach  to  it  is  by  a back  lane.  This  lane  is  one  ten  or  eleven 
“ feet  in  width,  and  the  Local  Board  are  desirous  to  prevent  that  which  tliey  deem  an 
“ objectionable  practice,  erroneous  in  principle,  and  pregnant  with  evils  to  the  public  health. 

“ A third  case  has  occurred  in  which  a party  erected  a stable  in  a back  yard  behind  one 
“ of  a row  of  houses,  divided  from  the  back  yards  of  the  opposite  houses  by  a back  lane 
“ only  nine  feet  in  width.  He  having  got  the  stable  (which  was  not  deemed  to  require  a 
“ notice  under  section  53,  as  not  being  a ‘ house  ’ in  the  acceptation  of  the  Public  Health 
“ Act),  converted  it  into  a slaughter-house,  for  which  he  was  fined  under  section  64,  and 
“ he  has  intimated  his  intention  now  to  convert  the  stable  into  a dwelling-house,  by  the 
“ same  means  as  the  party  in  the  second  case  proposes  to  adopt.”  On  reference  to  the 
first  case,  the  General  Board  replied  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Local  Board  had 
power  to  prevent  the  heightening  of  a building  already  erected  and  not  pulled  down  to 
the  ground-floor.  In  relation  to  the  second  case,  their  reply  was  that  it  appeared  to  be 
such  a rebuilding  of  a house  as  came  within  the  49th,  51st,  and  53d  sections,  and  that 
the  Local  Board  should  use  the  powers  given  in  these  sections  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to 
the  drains  and  lower  floor,  or  cellar  levels,  and  piivies  of  such  building.  “ It  does  not 
“ appear,  however,  that  they  can  insist  on  anything  not  included  in  these  sections,  such 
“ as  particular  dimensions  of  area  about,  before,  or  behind  a house.”  Then  the  General 
Board  lurther  stated,  “ That  pulling  down  to  the  ground  floor  does  not  mean  pulling  down 
“ to  the  bottom  of  such  floor,  but  to  the  top  of  it.  A one  storey  stable  is  only  a ground- 
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“ floor,  and  »uy  unroofing  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  building’  anotljer  storey  on  the  top 
“ appears  to  be  a rebuilding  within  the  meaning  of  the  above  sections.  The  Board  would, 
“ therefore,  recommend  the  Local  Board  in  all  such  cases  to  insist  on  notice  and  compliance 
“ with  their  directions  in  the  matters  referred  to  in  these  parts  of  the  statute.”  It  thus 
appears  that  the  word  “floor,”  in  the  Public  Health  Act  (tliis  is  my  own  observation),  is 
to  be  taken  in  the  sense  common  to  the  south  of  England,  namely,  as  synonymous  with 
“storey.”  as  understood  in  this  district.  I may  stale  that  I could  not  convince  our  Local 
Board  that  that  was  the  meaning  ; they  thought  the  bottom  was  the  floor,  and  in 
consequeijce  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  get  a conviction. 

9912a.  With  reference  to  the  55th  section,  empowering  the  Local  Board  to  provide  for 
the  surface  cleansing,  they  have  done  so  to  a certain  extent  ? — {Mr.  Hall)  Yes. 

9913.  But  accumulations  have  remained  to  a very  considerable  extent  in  which  they 
have  not  enforced  the  power? — Speaking  up  to  the  present  time  they  have  taken  very 
good  measures,  I think,  with  the  view  of  remedying  that. 

9914.  But  up  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1853  they  had  not  enforced  it  by  any  means 
to  the  full  extent  to  which  it  would  have  been  desirable  for  them  to  do  it? — They  had  not 
adopted  the  measures  which  they  have  adopted  since,  and  which  it  would  have  been  vei’y 
desirable  for  them  to  have  adopted  previously. 

9915.  With  reference  to  the  56th  section,  enabling  the  Local  Board  to  provide  midden 
steads  and  so  on,  nothing  has  been  done  ? — {Mr.  Kell.)  Yes,  they  have  one  depot,  and  have 
made  arrangements  with  the  railway  company  for  another  ; they  had  one.  I may  say 
that  many  attempts  had  been  made  to  procure  new  ones  without  success. 

9916.  With  reference  to  the  57th  section,  I believe,  the  Local  Board  have  not  provided 
or  maintained  in  any  situations  whatever  any  public  water-closets  or  privies  ? — That  is  so. 
But  a plan  was  I'ecently  submitted  to  the  Council  and  approved. 

9917.  But  up  to  the  time  of  the  epidemic  nothing  had  been  done  ? — No. 

9918.  With  reference  to  the  58th  section  enabling  the  Imcal  Board  to  “drain,  cleanse, 
“ cover,  or  fill  up,  or  cause  to  be  drained,  cleansed,  covered,  or  filled  up  all  ponds,  pools, 
“ open  ditches,  sewers,  drains,  and  places  containing  or  used  for  the  collection  of  any 
“ drainage,  filth,”  and  so  on,  “ preiudicial  to  health,”  a little  had  been  done,  and  a very 
little  ?— Not  much. 


William  Kell,  Esq. 
and 

William  Hall,  Esq. 
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9919.  Similarly  with  reference  to  the  59th  section  giving  them  control  over  swineries 
and  pigsties,  something  has  been  done  ? — A great  deal  has  been  done.  Several  parties  had 
notice,  and  others  were  proceeded  against  before  the  magistrates. 

9920.  And  in  a few  instances  you  have  proceeded  against  people  for  stagnant  water  in 
or  about  cellars,  and  for  allowing  the  contents  of  water-closets  or  cesspools  to  overflow 
them  ? — That  is  so. 

9921.  But  not  in  many  cases  ? — Not  in  many  cases. 

9922.  With  reference  to  the  removal  of  accumulations  of  dung,  manure,  or  filth,  or  other 
offensive  or  noxious  matter,  that  has  also  been  put  in  force  in  certain  instances,  but  not  in 
many  instances  up  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  ? — That  is  so  ; and  I would  refer  to  a 
correspondence  which  I had  with  the  General  Board  upon  that  subject. 

9923.  You  mean  with  reference  to  the  expense  of  removing  it,  when  the  value  of  the 
accumulation  removed  is  not  sufficient  to  defray  that  expense  ? — I do. 

9924.  The  section  does  not  provide  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  Local  Board  for  the 
expense  of  removing  it,  except  in  those  cases  where  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  material 
removed  is  itself  adequate  thereto  ? — 'I’hat  is  so. 

9925.  And  in  Gateshead,  I believe,  your  accumulations  of  refuse  habitually  are  not  of 
that  nature  ?— They  are.  not.  I am  directed  by  tlie  Gateshead  Local  Board' of  Health  to 
“ draw  the  attention  of  the  General  Board  of  Health  to  the  imperfect  working  in  practice 
“ of  section  59  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  in  the  hope  that  in  the  next  siqjplementary 
“ Public  Health  Act  a remedy  may  be  effected.  By  the  first  portion  of  that  section  the 
“ expenses  of  abatement  of  certain  nuisances  are  to  be  repaid  by  the  occupiers  of  the 
“ premises  on  which  the  same  exist.  But  when  accumulations  of  manure,  dung,  soil,  filth, 
“ and  other  ofiensive  and  noxious  matters  mentioned  in  the  second  portion  of  the  same 
“ section  are  to  be  removed,  the  only  provision  is  that  they  may  be  taken  away  after 
“ twenty-four  houi's  notice  by  the  inspector  ot  nuisances,  and  the  substances  referred  to 
“ are  vested  in  the  Local  Board,  who  are  entitled  to  the  whole  proceeds  arising  from  their 
“ sale.  In  many  districts  situated  in  horticultural  and  agricultural  localities,  this 
“ provision  jnssibly  may  amply  repay  Local  Boards  ; but  in  Gateshead,  a densely 
“ populated  seat  of  commerce  surrounded  by  lands  of  comparatively  small  extent,  and 
“ covered  in  large  proportions  by  the  appliances  of  manufactures  and  mining,  the  mode  of 
“ rejiayment  is  inoperative  and  naturally  deters  this  Board  from  using  the  59th  section 
“ extensively,  a circumstance  they  regret,  since  the  clause  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
“ the  Act.  So  large  is  the  jiroduction  of  nmnure,  not  only  in  the  towns  but  also  at  the 
“ mines  and  inanufactui'es  of  this  neighboiufiood,  that  the  farmerB  within  a distance  in 
“ w.'ucn  manure  ir;  worth  Garriagn,  make  ;t  selection  of  the  beist  only,  and  will  not  pay 

anytiiiii"  for  tlm  seeonrbratd  subfitmieeH  collected  l)y  tho  Boatvi  from  ashpits,  &o,,  and 
‘‘  frequently  ,|‘ufii,Ky  to  ho  tlio  cost  of  carrying  tlimp  even  when  they  are  offered  gratk 
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During  the  recent  attack  of  cholera  the  Board  ceased  continuing  to  give  the  useless 
^ notices,  and  by  sufferance  cleansed  a vast  quantity  of  middens,  &c.  Of  course  the 
owners  and  occupiers,  whether  notice  was  given  or  not,  have  in  great  numbers  refused 
to  repay  the  Board  their  charges,  and  thus  necessary  refonns  in  private  properties  are, 
by  the  imperfections  of  the  section  complained  of,  carried  on  at  a dead  loss  to  the  public. 
The  Local  Boaixl  of  Health  would  therefore  request  the  most  earnest  endeavours  of  the 
General  Board  to  procure  the  power  of  recovering  tlie  expenses  in  carrying  out  the 
latter  part  of  section  59  in  the  same  manner  as  those  mentioned  in  the  first  part.  In 
’ other  respects,  they  fully  recognize  the  sanitary  value  of  the  section,  so  much  so  that  on 
its  principle  they  venture  to  suggest  another  improvement  in  the  Public  Health  Act, 

‘ which  would  be  of  the  last  importance.  They  allude  to  a power  which  should  be  given 
(as  it  is  already  done  in  section  59)  to  the  inspector  of  nuisances  to  issue  all  the  notices 
“ preliminary  to  compulsory  measures.  At  present,  if  a nuisance  accompanied  with 
“ danger  of  health  however  imminent  occurs,  no  progress  can  be  made  in  its  removal  until 
“ the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board,  when  sealed  notices  are  ordered,  and  then  a reasonable 
“ time  fot  the  party  concerned  to  obey  them  must  be  given.  The  Board  conceive  that  the 
inspector’s  power  should  (except  in  section  59)  be  confined  to  giving  the  notices  ; but 
“ if  tliey  could  be  given  by  him,  the  Board  could  proceed  with  the  works  immediately  after 
“ their  next  meeting.”  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  improper  to  refer  now  to  the  order  which 
was  made  the  other  day  l>y  tlie  Board,  to  receive  contracts  for  removing  not  only  the 
sewage  but  the  contents  of  the  ashpits,  the  ashes,  and  other  refuse  of  the  inhabitants. 

9926.  You  have  recently  made  an  arrangement  for  the  removal  of  such  matters  from 
privies  and  ashpits,  Avhich  would  have  been  very  desirable  for  you  to  have  done  before  the 
outbreak  of  the  cholera  ? — Certainly. 

9927.  {Mr.  Olephan.)  To  show  the  necessity  of  it,  how  much  was  removed  after  the 
cholera  broke  out  ? 

(Mr.  Hall.)  450  cart  loads,  and  at  a cost  of  about  221. 

9928.  (Chairman.)  At  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  you  found  450  loads  of  ofiensive 
matter  requiring  removal  ? — Yes. 

9929.  (Mr.  Clepltan)  And  the  fanners,  I think,  came  in  and  removed  over  and  above 
that  at  least  half  as  much  again  ? — Yes  ; I should  think  about  half  as  much  again. 

9930.  (Chairman.)  Then  on  the  whole  would  there  have  been  between  600  and  700 
cart  loads  of  offensive  matter  about  the  town  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  ? — 
Yes  ; I have  no  doubt  of  it,  if  not  more.  A great  deal  would  not  be  carted  away  at  all. 
A good  deal  still  remained,  and  remains. 

9931.  (Mr.  Bademan.)  That  Avas  what  you  removed,  leaving  some  behind  you? — 
Yes. 

9932.  (Chairman.)  With  reference  to  the  60th  clause,  empowering  the  Local  Board  on 
certain  certificates  to  have  houses  or  parts  thereof  whitewashed,  cleansed,  or  purified, 
I understand  that  literally  nothing  was  done  till  the  epidemic  broke  ont? — Nothing,  I 
think.  It  would  be  a difficult  thing  to  know  where  to  begin  first,  there  is  so  much  to 
do  ; for  all  Pipewellgate  and  all  Hillgate  would  require  to  be  done  at  once. 

9933.  And  Avlien  the  epidemic  broke  out  Avhat  money  did  you  expend  ? — We 
limewashed  19  courts  and  yards,  56  rooms  and  63  passages. 

9934.  What  was  the  expense  ? — 6h  15*-.  10c/. 

9935.  With  respect  to  the  61st,  62d,  and  63d  clauses,  having  reference  to  slaughter- 
houses, you  passed  byelaws  on  the  subiect  which  you  have  rigorously  and  stringently 
enforced? — (Mr.  Kell.)  We  have. 

9936.  To  the  great  benefit  of  the  town  ? — To  the  very  great  benefit  of  the  town. 

9937.  With  reference  to  the  64th  section,  giving  you  power  in  certain  respects  with 
regard  to  offensive  trades,  if  attempted  to  be  newly  established,  that  powder  you  also  have 
enforced  on  some  occasions  at  all  events  ? — We  have,  I believe,  on  every  occasion  on 
Avhich  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  establish  a trade  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 
section. 

{Mr.  Hall.)  That  is  so. 

(Mr.  Kell.)  And  upon  the  putting  in  force  of  that  poAver  has  arisen  the  question  as  to 
AAdiether  a consent  once  given  can  be  withdraAvn. 

9938.  Whether  in  fact  it  does  not  get  beyond  your  jurisdiction  by  being  once  licensed 
in  any  form  ? — That  is  so. 

9939.  With  reference  to  the  66th  clause  in  respect  of  lodging-houses,  the  powers  of 
that  clause  haAm  been  fully  and  systematically  put  in  force,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
toAvn  also  ? — They  haA’e. 

9940.  With  reference  to  the  67th  section,  giA’ing  you  jurisdiction  in  respect  of  the 
occupation  of  cellars,  I knoAv  of  one  instance  in  Avhicli  that  has  been  put  in  force’? — 
(Idr.  Hall.)  Yes;  three,  I think. 

9941.  That  is  not  probably  a large  proportion  of  the  instances  in  Avdiich  it  might 
desirably  have  been  put  in  force  ? — In  Victoria  Street  for  instance  they  are  cellar  lodgings, 
but  I am  rather  doubtfid  as  to  the  application  of  the  clause,  on  account  of  the  height  of 
them  above  the  ground  line. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS^  GATESHEAD.  573 

9942.  Would  you  say  that  that  .section  also  has  been  pretty  fully  carried  out  ? — 
Yes. 

9943.  (To  Mr.  Kell)  The  powers  of  the  G9th  section,  enabling  you  compulsorily  to  have 
private  streets  sewered,  levelled,  flagged,  paved  and  channelled,  have  been  put  in  force  in 
several  instances,  although  not  in  all  the  instances  which  Mr.  Town  Surveyor  has  suggested? 
— That  is  so ; and  I may  state  that  the  reason  why  they  have  not  been  more  extensively  put 
in  execution  is  the  technical  legal  objections  with  which  we  have  been  met.  We  have 
had  to  proceed  before  the  magistrates  for  the  recovery  of  private  improvement  expenses, 
and  have  not  always  succeeded. 

9944.  In  illustration  of  the  difliculty  to  which  you  were  subjected  in  the  case  of  those 
notices,  do  you  refer  to  an  instance  in  which  in  carrying  out  the  powers  of  the  58th 
section  in  accordance  with  a memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Claremont  Place,  you 
were  obliged  to  put  in  force  also  the  powers  of  the  69th  section  ? — I do. 

9945.  And  the  notice  given  by  you  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  locality  to  execute  the  works 
authorised  by  the  59th  section  was  held  not  to  cover  the  expense  of  other  improvements 
authorised  by  the  69th  section  and  rendered  necessary  in  the  execution  of  the  woiks 
authorised  by  the  58th  section  ? — That  is  so  ; and  I may  state  that  I think  it  a great 
hardship  upon  the  ratepayers  that  they  are  to  advance  money  out  of  their  own  pockets  for 
private  improvement  expenses,  and  that  the  board  can  recover  no  part  of  that  until  the 
whole  cost  is  incurred.  I think  the  Local  Board  when  they  order  a work  to  be  done 
should  have  the  power  of  ordering  the  expenses  to  be  paid  at  once. 

9946.  {Mr.  Bateman.)  As  the  work  goes  on? — As  the  work  goes  on.  The  parties  lie 
by  quietly  until  tliey  have  got  the  benefit,  and  then  they  say,  “Now  wm  have  got  the 
“ benefit,  but  we  are  not  legally  liable  to  pay.”  I have  been  met  with  all  sorts  of  legal 
objections.  For  instance,  would  you  suppose  that  the  trustees  of  a school  objected  to  pay 
because  they  were  not  liable  to  rates  ? They  might  as  well  have  objected  to  pay  for 
roofing  the  school. 

9947.  {Chairman)  With  reference  to  the  power  of  the  72d  section,  giving  you  the  same 
jurisdiction  over  newly  laid  out  streets  as  was  given  }’ou  by  a ]Drevious  clause  with  respect 
to  new  houses,  that  power  you  have  fully  put  in  force  ? — We  have  ; and  I consider  it  a very 
beneficial  one.  I consider  it  of  the  greatest  importance  ; but  for  those  two  clauses, 
regarding  notices  of  the  building  of  a house  and  of  laying  out  a street,  we  should  have 
gone  on  accumulating  such  places  as  Victoria  Street. 

9948.  With  reference  to  the  76th  section,  authorizing  you  to  require  or  to  compel  a 
supply  of  water,  you  have,  in  one  instance  at  least,  exercised  that  power  ? 

{Mr.  Hall.)  Yes,  in  a fiiw  instances  in  Grahamsley  Street. 

{Mr.  Kell.)  And  on  that  the  question  has  arisen  as  to  what  constitutes  a house,  what 
is  the  legal  meaning  of  the  word  “ house.” 

9949.  That  power,  with  reference  to  compelling  a supply  of  water-,  where  it  can  be 
furnished  to  a house  at  a price  not  exceeding  2d.  a week,  has  not  been  applicable  in  the 
case  of  a house  containing  several  tenants,  to  whom  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to 
supply  the  water  at  that  rate  ? — Yes. 

9950.  {Mr.  Hall  to  Mr.  Kell)  The  word  “ occupier”  only  is  used  in  that  clause  for  a 
supply  of  water ; would  it  not  be  desirable  that  the  word  “ owner”  should  be  introduced  ? 
— Yes  ; it  would  be  a great  improvement. 

9951.  {Chairman.)  Then  the  only  point  I think  that  remains  to  be  inquired  into  is 
with  reference  to  the  rates.  Can  you  let  us  know  what  rates  have  been  levied  for  the 
execution  of  sanitary  works  by  the  Local  Board  ? — I will  give  you  a printed  copy  of  the 
accounts  as  audited  and  published  annually  since  the  Public  Health  Act  was  passed,  from 
which  you  might  extract  it. 

9952.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  extract  it  for  us,  down  to  the  1st  of  September  1853, 
the  outbreak  of  cholera,  and  to  forward  that  to  us? — I can  go  up  to  the  31st  of  August 
1853,  at  any  rate,  because  our  accounts  are  audited  up  to  that  date. 

9953.  Do  you  levy  the  rate  at  the  time  you  propose  an  improvement,  or  after  it  is 
executed  ? — We  levy  our  rates  for  public  improvements  prospectively,  and  for  private 
improvements  after  they  are  executed. 

9954.  Therefore  your  accounts  up  to  the  31st  of  August  1853  will,  so  to  say,  contain  the 
account  for  all  the  works  executed  uj)  to  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera? — Just  so.  Then  in 
consequence  of  the  necessity  for  being  provided  with  funds  to  execute  private  improve- 
ment expenses,  the  cost  of  which  cannot  be  received  until  after  the  whole  has  been 
disbursed,  we  have  I>een  obliged  to  have  something  in  hand. 

9955.  You  will  be  good  enough  to  distinguish  what  monies  have  been  expended  upon 
public  improvements,  and  what  u]>on  private  ? — Yes. 

9956.  In  the  one  case  you  have  spent  it,  and  in  the  other  case  you  have  superintended 
the  spending  of  it? — Yes.  In  last  year,  having  got  the  machinery  fairly  to  work,  we 
expended  no  less  than  £826. 

9957.  {Mr.  Bademan.)  Do  the  corporation  draw  their  whole  revenue  from  the  rates,  or 
have  they  any  private  property  ? — They  have  no  private  property ; tliey  draw  the  whole 
of  their  revenue  from  rates. 
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A Keturn  of  the  Rates  levied  by  the  Gateshead  Local  Board  of  Health  during  the 
years  1852  and  1853,  and  of  their  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the  two  years  endinc 
31st  August  1853  ; 

Amount 

per  pound.  I.  Rates.* 

3(/.  General  Districtrate  for  the  year  ending  £ s.  d. 

December  1852  - - - - 634  13  9f 

2d.  Highway  Rate  for  same  - - - 433  4 2 

od.  General  District  Rate  for  year  ending  De- 
cember 1853  - - - -6721G9 

2d.  Highway  Rate  for  same  - - - - 441  9 10 

Total  rates  collected  for  entire  District  - - - 2,182  4 6| 

6d.  Lighting  Rate  for  year  ending  December  1852  913  5 11| 

6d.  Lighting  Rate  for  year  ending  December  1853  981  11  4 

^ Total  collected  for  Lighting  Fund  - . _ 1,894  17  3| 

7(?.  Footway  Paving  Rate  for  year  ending  De- 
cember 1852  - - - - 1,080  18  4^ 

7d.  Footvay  Paving  Rate  for  year  ending  De- 
cember 1853  . - _ . 1^155  8 6 

Private  improvement  expenses  recovered  from 
parties  liable,  and  repaid  to  Footway  Paving 
Fund  . . . . ^ 426  16  3j 

Total  collected  for  Footway  Paving  Fund  - - 2,663  3 2 


Total  Rates  collected  -----  i?6,740  5 0^.j. 

1 s.  6d.  Average  Rate  in  Town  District. 


IT.  Receipts  and  Expenditure. 


Receipts. 

General  District,  Highways  Rate,  Gen- 
eral District  Rate,  and  District 
Fund  Account—  £'  s.  <1. 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1852  - - 780  7 64 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1853  - 1,141  4 5 

1,921  11  114 

Lighted  District,  Lighting  Rate — 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1852  - - 458  6 61 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1853  - - 957  6 04 

1,415  12  7 

Paved  Footway  District,  Footway 
Paving  Rate,  money  transferred 
from  the  late  Gateshead  Street 
Act,  and  monies  repaid  by  ]ier- 
sons  liable  for  jirivate  works — 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1852  - - 770  18  64 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1853  - -1,506  11  54 

2,277  10  0 


T ctal  Receipts  - -F5,614  14  64t 

Toyyn  Hall,  Gatesliead, 

11th  March,  1854. 


A.  Public  Expenditure. 

General  District — £'  s.  d. 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1852  ■ - 340  19  4 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1853  - -1,194  6 9 

• 1,535  6 1 

Lighted  District — 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1852  - - 548  10  8 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust. 1853  - - 733  18  1 

■ 1,282  8 9 

Paveil  Foot/way  District — 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 1852  - - 832  8 1 

Year  ending  31st  Au- 
gust, 185^3  - - 1,373  14  8 


2,206  2 9 

Deduct  Private  > 602  8 10 

Expenditure  / 1,603  13  11 


Total  Public  Expenditure 

4,421 

8 

9 

B.  Private  Expenditure. 

For  compulsory  sanitary  improve- 

ments,  to  be  i-epaid  by  the  owners 

or  occupiers  - - - 

602 

8 

10 

Total  expenditure 
Balance  in  Treasurer’s  Land 

5,023 

17 

7 

31st  August,  1853  - 

590 

16 

Hi 

£0 

,614 

14 

H 

William  Iaell, 

Clerk  to  the  Local  Board. 


* Al]  the  rates  are  imicle  on  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  frpm  January  to  December,  and  are  collecte<l  half-yearly’ 
one  half  between  Jnn tuny  and  June,  imd  the  pther  between  June  and  December, 
f ‘ilio  diil'erenei!  helwocti  ihe  iimmini  of  rarep  and  llieamoiint  of  rcreipts  arises  from  the-cireinnstltiico  Ihaf  the  receipts 
hil4  oxpcmdilufo  '.m  awdilpd  in  Augnc;t  only,  ivhilp  the  raled  are  ftnditt'd  to  Decmiihef. 


CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSIONERS,  GATESHEAD.  57 H 

( Mr.  Hall.)  I have  a list  of  the  length  of  the  public  courts  and  alleys  in  Pipewellgate, 
HiUgate,  and  different  parts  of  the  town,  which  are  to  the  extent  of  nearly  half  a mile  long, 
39  chains. 

9958.  .(GJmirman.)  That  is  the  aggregate  length  of  the  public  courts  and  alleys? 
—Yes. 

9959.  Excluding  what  you  would  call  the  main  thoroughfares? — Yes.  Besides  that  the 
Board  of  Health,  who  are  surveyors  of  highways,  have,  in  the  nature  of  roads,  nearly  nine 
miles,  that  is,  the  separate  length  of  all  the  streets,  namely,  main  streets  in  the  town  and 
the  outlying  highways.  I believe  I have  already  given  the  lengths  in  the  town,  that  is, 
the  whole  length  of  the  highways  upheld  by  the  Board. 

9960.  The  public  courts  and  alleys  besides  that  in  the  town  are  nearly  half  a mile  ? —Yes- 

9961.  And  of  private  alleys  have  you  any  notion? — No;  it  is  very  difticidt  to  make 
out  that.  The  circumference  of  the  borough  is  twelve  miles,  the  area  of  it  is  3,500  acres. 

9.962.  The  length  of  main  sewer  in  Church  Street  is  60  chains  ? — Yes. 

9963.  In  Graharasley  Street  nearly  seven  and  a half  chains  ? — Yes. 

9964.  In  Charles  Street,  Ellison  Street,  Melbourne  Street,  Victoria  Street,  and  Grosvenor 
Street,  all  of  which  you  say  is  very  imperfect,  how  many  chams  ? — Thirty -two. 

9965.  Therefore  the  whole  amount  of  sewer  existing  in  the  town  is  99^  chains  ? — Yes. 
The  population,  I believe,  would  be  about  26,000  ; it  is  computed  at  25,000,  but  I think 
26,000  is  nearer. 

9966.  The  amount  of  sewerage  which  has  been  executed  since  you  have  been  in  office 
will  have  been  the  7^  chains  in  Grahamsley  Street  ? — Yes,  and  tliere  are  the  small  branches 
which  are  not  included  in  this. 

9967.  You  may  say  that  eight  chains  is  the  amount  of  sewerage  which  has  been  added 
to  the  sewerage  of  the  borough  in  the  two  years  since  the  Board  of  Health  came  into 
operation  ?— Yes.  I have  only  another  remark  to  make  with  regard  to  houses  unfit  for 
habitation.  There  is  no  clause  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  giving  power  to  the  Board  of 
Health  to  close  any  such  houses.  I may  also  state  that,  independently  of  the  cholera 
cases,  this  cholera  map  is  the  most  correct  map  of  the  town  in  existence.  All  Pipewellgate 
and  Hillgate  have  been  revised,  and  are  in  reality  accurately  represented  ; the  whole 
of  the  town  indeed. 

9968.  The  inhabited  part  of  the  town  is  more  correctly  represented  in  this  map  than 
anywhere  else  ?— Yes ; all  the  new  buildings  have  been  put  down  accurately.  I have 
taken  great  care  in  that  respect. 

{Mr.  Kell.)  I am  very  anxious,  and  I consider  it  most  important  that  this  map  should 
appear  in  your  report.  We  have  heard  throughout  the  whole  of  this  inquiry  how  far  the 
opinions  of  intelligent  men  differ  from  the  statistical  details,  when  they  can  be  tested.  I 
consider  that  a map  like  this,  which  affords  upon  the  face  of  it  the  most  important 
statistical  details,  is  of  the  greatest  consequence. 

{3fr.  Glephan.)  It  is  very  remarkable  that  in  a great  many  of  the  really  o-ood 
parts  of  the  town  you  had  no  mortality  at  all,  Claremont  Place,  Walker  Terrace 
Sedgwick  Place,  Catherine  Terrace.  In  fact  I am  satisfied  that  the  mortality  is  associated 
in  all  cases  with  sanitary  evils.  The  wife  of  the  largest  ratepayer  in  a vei'y  bad  district 
died  of  the  cholei'a.  Her  deatli  made  the  first  sensation  in  the  town,  because  she  was  a 
woman  of  good  position  in  society  and  well  known  ; and  you  never  find  epidemics  excite 
much  panic  in  a town  until  they  come  up  to  the  middling  classes. 

(Mr.  Kell.)  I see  in  my  letter  book,  under  date  of  11th  of  October  1853,  a reply  to  an 
inquiry  from  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  as  to  the  type  of  cholera,  with  its  treatment,  durino- 
the  late  visitation.  Being  unable  to  give  a satisfactory  reply  myself,  I handed  the  letter 
to  the  late  Mr.  Brown,  the  then  house  surgeon  of  the  dispensary,  and  his  letter  is  in  this 
letter  book.  It  is  the  only  evidence  that  you  can  have,  from  the  person  who  was  then 
perhaps  more  largely  mixed  up  with  it  than  any  other.  “ In  answer  to  your  note  of  the 
“ 6th  ult.  as  to  type  of  cholera  with  its  treatment  during  the  late  visitation,  I will  confine 
“myself  to  a few  statements  of  facts.  The  present  ty]>e  of  cholera  is  in  no  way  cliano-ed 
“from  what  it  was  in  1832.  Diarrhoea  began  to  be  epidemic  a little  before  and  ceased 
“ to  be  so  a little  after  the  cholera.  It  prevailed  to  an  extent  to  which  I believe  it  is 
“ never  observed  to  prevail  except  when  in  conjunction  with  cholera.  Many  of  the 
“ places  in  which  cholera  broke  out,  and  all  those  in  which  it  prevailed  to  any  extent 
“ were  previously  well  known  for  their  uidiealthiness,  and  have  been  noted  for  their 
“ liability  to  fever  and  other  epidemic  diseases.  The  treatment  of  premonitory  diarrhoea 
“was  satisfactory  ; out  of  900  cases  we  lost  six  patients.”  There  is  then  a statement  of 
the  treatment  and  the  letter  proceeds.  “ My  experience  of  the  late  ej)ideinic  would  lead 
“ me  to  urge  the  great  importance  of  house-to-house  visitation,  witli  a view  to  the 
“ discovery  and  treatment  of  all  cases  in  tlie  early  and  still  manageable  staoes,  the  removal 
“ of  the  healthy  from  infected  and  overcrowded  houses  to  places  of  refiTge,'  the  clearino- 
“ away  of  all  local  impurities,  lime-washing  the  houses  and  other  like  measures.  Cholera 
“ may  arise  from  local  impiirities,  &c.,  or  from  atmospheric  influences,  and  afterwards 
“ .spread  by  contagion.  Small  pox  and  measles  must  in  the  first  instance  h-ive  arisen 
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“ without  contagion,  yet  it  is  certain  they  are  propagated  hy  contagion.  If  so  may  not 
“ the  same  thing  occur  in  the  case  of  cholera  ? ” The  only  additional  remark  which  I 
would  make  is  that  in  my  evidence  before  you  I think  I underrated  the  scavenging.  I 
think  that  subsequently  to  Mr.  Hall’s  appointment  as  surveyor  the  scavenging  has  been 
much  better  than  before. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 


TAKEN  BEFORE 

THE  CHOLEExi  INaUIliY  COMMISSIONERS, 

TYNEMOUTH. 


Commission  ers. 

JOSEPH  BURNLEY  HUME,  Esq,  in  the  chair. 
JOHN  SIMON,  Esq., 

JOHN  FREDERIC  BATEMAN,  Esq. 


Thomas  Carr  Lietch,  Esq.,  sworn. 

9969.  (Ghairmani)  You  are  Town  Clerk  of  the  borough  of  Tynemouth  ? — I am. 

9970.  And  Clerk  to  the  Local  Board  of  Healtli  there? — I am.  The  Council  are  the 
Local  Board  of  Health  there  ; the  district  is  co-extensive  with  the  borough. 

9971.  How  many  years  have  you  been  Town  Clerk? — Since  November  1819,  when 
the  borough  of  Tynemouth  Avas  incorporated.  1 Avas  appointed  Town  Clerk  on  its 
incorporation. 

9972.  That  borough  Avas  one  of  the  places  Amry  severely  \dsited  with  the  cliolera  in 
1848-9  ?— In  1849  it  Avas. 

9973.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1849  the  sanitary  state  of  the  toAAUi 
was  bad  ? — Very  bad,  and  it  is  very  far  from  Iieing  good  yet. 

9974.  The  houses  were  undi'ained  and  supjilied  with  bad  water  ? — TheA*  v.^ere  and  are 
still  undrained,  and  not  A’ery  Avell  supplied  with  Avater. 

9975.  They  Avere  in  a filthy  condition  too,  many  of  them  ? — Many  parts  of  the  town 
certainly  were  in  a very  filthy  condition. 

9976.  Unprovided  Avith  pjroper  accommodation-? — Yes,  and  are  so  still  to  a great 
extent. 

9977.  There  were  great  nuisances  and  accumulations  of  filth  in  Amrious  parts  of  the 
town  ? — Yes  ; these  Avere  certainly  Avorse  than  they  are  now.  I may  state  in  general  that 
with  re.spect  to  permanent  works,  main  seAverage  and  drainage  Avorks,  the  liorough  is  in 
very  nearly  the  same  condition  as  it  Avas  in  1849. 

9978.  (Mr.  Simon.)  Hoav  long  have  jmu  been  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — Rather 
more  than  two  years  noAV  ; the  Act  of  Parliament  confirming  the  provisional  order  of  the 
General  Board  of  Health  received  the  royal  assent  on  8th  August  1851,  but  some  time 
elapsed  before  Ave  could  get  anything  done  towards  carrying  out  the  piow'ers.  A committee 
was  ap>pointed  to  rejiort  upon  tlie  powers  that  the  Council  had  then  oljtained,  and  it  was 
January  1852  before  the  officers  Arere  appointed  and  before  anything  really  could  be 
said  to  be  done  under  the  poA\mrs  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

9979.  (Chairman.)  After  the  Local  Board  of  Health  commenceif  its  opemtions  were 
considerable  accumulations  of  filth  and  so  on  removed  ? — Yes  ; since  the  Public  Health 
Act  has  been  applied  to  the  district,  the  scavenging  and  surfiice  cleansing  has  been 
attended  to  very  much  indeed. 

9980.  Was  not  also  a systematic  and  thorougli  cleansing  of  the  borough  eftected  ?— 
A thorough  cleansing  took  place  in  September  last,  and  also  in  September  of  the  previous 
year,  when  the  cholera  was  making  A^ery  rapid  progress  on  the  continent,  and  when  fears 
were  entertained  Acdiether  it  might  not  also  come  to  the  east  coast  of  England.  Accor- 
dingly an  additional  force  of  scavengers  was  employed  by  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  and 
a great  deal  done  toAvards  j)utting  the  borough  into  a much  more  cleanly  condition,  in  the 
way  of  surface  cleansing,  cleaning  of  alleys  and  back  courts,  and  OAuo-crowded  buildings 
in  the  town. 

9981.  (Mr.  Bateman.)  At  what  time  Avas  this? — This  A\ns  in  SepAtember  1852. 

9982.  (Chairman)  Something  like  1,500  cart  loads  of  absolute  filth  were  reraoA'ed, 
■were  they  not  ? — That  was  in  Sep)tember  last ; the  surface  cleansing  in  1852  Avas  not  to 
so  great  an  extent. 

9983.  (Mr.  Simon)  When  did  ^onir  more  active  process  of  cleansing  begin  in  1853  ? — 
In  September  18.53. 

9984.  The  middle,  the  end,  or  the  beginning  of  the  month  ( — -Tlie  beginning.  We  had 
a meeting  on  the  6th  of  Se])teml)er  1 853,  a special  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 
Committee  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  of  Tynemouth.  Dr.  Gieeuhow,  noAV  of  London, 
at  that  time  resident  in  Tynemoutli,  w;)S  the- chairman  of  that  committee.  My  impression 
is  that  at  that  time  there  Avas  a report  in  circulation  that  some  one  case  had  occurred  in 
this  immediate  locality.  Of  that  I am  not  quite  sure,  but  certainly  it  was  fast  apjn’oaching 
Dr.  Greonhow  consulted  me  as  to  the  stc])s  tliat  could  lie  taken,  and  the  pi-ecautionaiw 
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T.  C.  Lietch,  Esq.  measures  that  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  borough  against  the  apprehended  attack  ; and  I 

remember  advising  him  tliat  the  first  thing  was  to  make  application  to  the  authorities  in 

24th  Jan.  1854.  London  to  get  tlie  Epidemic  Diseases  and  Nuisances  Eemoval  Act  put  in  force.  At  that 

time  the  Order  in  Council  had  not  been  issued,  and  was  not  issued  I believe  for  a good 

many  days  after  that.  We  then  placed  ourselves  in  communication  with  the  clerk  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  who  consented  to  call  a special  meeting  of  the  guardians  to  receive 
our  communication,  and  in  the  mean  time,  that  is  to  say,  previously  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  we  instituted  house-to-house  visitation  throughout  the  whole  borough, 
by  means  of  the  committee  and  other  members  of  the  Town  Council  dividing  themselves 
into  sub-committees. 

9985.  (Chairman)  At  what  date  did  you  take  that  latter  step? — On  the  8th  of 
September  the  sub-committees  commenced  their  house-to-house  visitation ; the  special 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  was  held  on  the  14th  of  September. 

9986.  (Mr.  Simon.')  Had  the  works  begun  at  that  time  ? — The  house-to-house  visita- 
tion and  the  surface  cleansing  had  begun.  They  were  commenced  and  carried  on  by  the 
Local  Board  of  Health  at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  guardians. 

9987.  After  the  6th  of  September  ? — Yes  ; it  was  after  the  6th  that  any  extra  works 
began. 

9988.  (Chairman)  And  am  I right  in  supposing  that  those  extra  works  consisted 
chiefly  in  paving,  and  a little  draining,  and  a thorough  cleansing  of  the  borough  ? — Yes. 
Not  much  draining;  a little  draining,  a good  deal  of  paving,  and  great  deal  of  surface 
cleansing.  The  channelling  was  renewed,  and  a regular  visitation  of  the  lodging-houses 
also  was  instituted.  We  passed  byelaws  under  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act,  and 
appointed  an  inspector  of  lodging-houses. 

9989.  And  in  trapping  the  gulley  holes  you  did  something? — Yes. 

9990.  And  in  clearing  out  the  rooms  and  cellars,  theretofore  used  as  privies  and 
ashpits  ? — Yes. 

9991.  Pigsties  also  were  removed  ? — Yes;  to  a considerable  extent.  We  have  now  a 
byelaw,  but  it  was  not  in  force  at  that  time,  prohibiting  any  pigsties  within  ,30  yards  of 
any  dwelling-house  within  what  we  call  the  lighted  and  watched  part  of  the  borough, 
that  is,  the  inhabited  part  of  the  borough.  At  the  time  of  the  cleansing,  in  September 
1853,  also,  that  was  done  very  thoroughly.  The  Local  Board  of  Health,  although  perhaps 
it  might  be  a little  beyond  their  powers,  took  upon  them  the  cleansing  of  all  the  middens 
and  privies  throughout  the  whole  borough,  and  cleaned  them  all  out  regularly  throughout 
the  place. 

9992.  (Mr.  Simon)  Was  that  complete  cleansing  of  the  middens  effected  within  a 
fortnight  ? — I should  say  it  was.  It  commenced  on  the  7th,  and  a considerable  amount 
of  cleansing  was  continued  for  several  weeks;  but  the  greater  part  of  it  was  done  within  a 
fortnight,  certainly,  from  the  6th  of  September. 

9293.  (Chairman)  Were  aU  the  common  lodging-houses  also  thoroughly  lime-washed 
and  cleansed  ? — Yes. 

9994.  Did  you  close  up  any  entirely  ? — Yes. 

9995.  Did  you  also  institute  a periodical  visitation  of  them  twice  a day  by  the  police  ? 
—Yes. 

9996.  Were  several  of  the  dark  damp  courts  and  passages  also  cleaned  out? — Yes;  a 
good  deal  was  done  in  that  way  too.  Quicklime,  I think,  in  particular,  and  chloride  of 
lime  were  used  very  freely.  Quicklime  was  directed  to  be  thrown  into  all  the  ashholes 
and  middensteads,  both  public  and  private.  In  every  private  house  a supply  was 
furnished,  and  chloride  of  lime  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  into  all  the  gulley  holes  and 
dirty  corners  of  streets  and  lanes,  and  delivered  to  be  used  in  tlie  rooms  of  the  poor  people 
in  overcrowded  courts. 

9997.  You  alluded  to  an  application  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  was  that  with  a view 
to  enabling  houses  to  be  closed  by  the  certificate  of  medical  men  to  be  appointed  by  that 
Board  ? — Yes  ; partly  for  that,  and  partly  to  induce  them  to  order  their  medical 
attendants  to  give  gratuitous  advice  and  medicines  to  all  persons  who  might  apply  to 
them  at  any  time,  in  anticipation  of  this  attack  of  cholera. 

9998.  And  also,  I suppose,  to  secure  a general  co-operation  between  the  Board  of  Health 
and  the  Board  of  Guardians  ? — Yes.  There  wei'e  certain  parts  of  the  work  that  we  thought 
would  be  better  done  by  means  of  our  force,  and  other  parts  of  it  that  we  had  no  jm-isdie- 
tion  over.  The  particular  part  that  we  had  no  jurisdiction  over  was  the  supply  of  medical 
attendance,  and  of  relief  in  the  shape  of  medicines.  The  Board  of  Guardians  ordered  their 
oflicers  to  supply  medicines  gratuitously  to  aU  persons,  whoever  they  might  be  that  might 
apply  for  them.  They  also  applied  to  the  governors  of  the  dispensary  to  throw  open  that 
institution  to  all  persons  who  might  apply  there  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night.  That 
was  done,  and  the  dispensary  furnished  an  account  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
expenses  of  those  medicines.  It  was  done  at  the  expense  of  the  union. 

9999.  What  were  the  facts  connected  with  the  visitation  of  cholera;  how  many 
cases  had  you? — We  had  twelve  deaths,  returned  as  cholera  deaths,  within  the  borough. 
Before  going  into  that,  I may  allude  to  one  of  the  measures,  which  was  considered  to  be 
a very  useful  one,  and  which  was  carried  out  in  the  densely  peopled  part  of  Shields  ; that 
is  the  part  between  the  bank-top  and  the  river  side.  We  have  in  Shields  harbour  a 
floating  engine,  which  belongs  to  the  trustees  of  the  life  boat  fund,  a voluntary  association 
in  the  port,  and  application  was  made  to  them  for  the  use  of  it.  It  is  a very  powerful 
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engine;  it  throws  up  a ton  of  water  per  minute,  I believe.  We  carried  that  on  for  four 
days  ; pumping  the  salt  water  from  the  river  up  all  the  bank  sides,  which  ran  down  again, 
cleaning  out  all  the  courts  and  lanes  and  stairs,  sometimes  causing  a little  annoyance  to 
the  inhabitants  ; but  it  certainly  purified  the  air  in  a remarkable  degree  for  many  days 
after  that.  Places  that  usually  did  not  smell  at  all  sweet  Avere  fresh  and  clean  after 
that. 

10.000.  {Mt.  Simon)  On  what  day  did  you  do  that? — That  I am  not  able  to  state. 
I have  not  taken  a note  of  it. 

10.001.  (Ghairmcm.)  Have  you  the  date  of  your  first  death  ? — Yes.  The  first  was 
on  the  15th  of  September,  a person  named  Mary  Ann  Carr,  an  old  woman  of  64,  living 
in  Stephenson  Street,  North  Shields.  The  entry  which  I have  opposite  her  name,  olDtained 
from  the  medical  officer  of  the  union,  is  that  she  came  from  Newcastle,  and  took  the 
complaint  immediately  on  her  return. 

10.002.  When  was  the  last  case  ? — The  .30th  of  Octobei’,  Mary  Soden,  aged  54,  a tramp. 
She  had  come  from  a house  in  Blyth,  which  she  had  left  in  consequence  of  cholera  having 
broken  out  there,  and  came  to  Shields  and  died. 

10.003.  Had  you  altogether  twelve  deaths  between  the  15th  of  September  and  the  30th 
of  October  ? — Yes. 

10.004.  {Mr.  Simon.)  Was  there  much  diarrhoea  within  the  district? — Yes;  a good 
deal,  but  not  so  much,  I have  heard,  as  occurred  in  Newcastle,  or  so  much  as  occurred  here 
on  other  occasions. 

10.005.  {Ghairman.  ) Just  at  your  western  border,  in  Howden,  there  was  a good  deal 
of  cholera,  was  there  not  ? — In  pi’oportion  to  the  population  the  cases  on  the  Avestern 
border  were  very  much  more  niimerous  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  borougli.  The 
population  of  the  whole  of  Howden  cannot  exceed  200  or  300,  I should  think ; and  there 
were  four  cases  in  East  Howden  alone,  out  of  a very  small  population. 

1 0.006.  On  the  whole,  as  compared  with  preAuous  visitations,  the  recent  visitation  in 
Tynemouth  was  exceedingly  light  ? — It  was. 

10.007.  {M/r.  Simon.)  Is  Walker  within  your  union? — It  is  within  Tynemouth  Union, 
but  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Tynemouth  borough  or  town. 

10.008.  Did  the  mortality  of  that  place  come  within  your  cognizance  ? — No  ; but  I 
know  it  was  considerable. 

10.009.  Do  you  know  its  sanitary  condition? — No. 

10.010.  Do  not  your  union  officers  attend  there  ? — Yes. 

10.011.  But  its  sanitary  condition  has  not  come  under  your  knowledge? — Only  as  it 
might  ha\"e  come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  other  person;  I have  no  official  knowledge  of  it 
and  no  accurate  knowledo’e  of  it. 

o 

10.012.  With  Avhat  view  Avere  all  these  measures  adopted  ? — Certainly  in  the  hope  that 
they  Avould  be  of  serAuce  either  in  pi’CA^enting  or  checking  and  mitigating  the  attack  of 
cholei'a,  AA’ith  w’hich  we  then  appeared  to  be  threatened. 

10,01  3.  Do  you  believe  that  they  were  of  service  ? — I certainlj^  believe  that  they  Avere 
of  some  service ; but  I Avould  rather  give  evidence  upon  facts  than  opinions.  I certainly 
believe  they  Avere  of  service  ; they  were  adopted  in  the  hope  and  with  the  view  of  their 
being  of  service ; and  if  Ave  had  not  believed  that  they  would  be  of  seiwice  we  .should  not 
have  taken  them. 

10.014.  When  you  set  about  adopting  them  Avere  you  not  all  in  great  fear  of  tlie  Ausi- 
tation  of  cholera  ? — Certainly. 

10.015.  Did  you  not  believe  that  it  was  impending? — Quite  so;  A\m  expected  it  from 
day  to  day. 

10.016.  Have  you  any  reason  to  belieAm  noAv  that  it  was  not  then  impending  ? — Under 
the  same  circumstances  I Avould  believe  again  that  it  Avas  impending. 

10.017.  {Ghairman)  The  Avater  in  Tynemouth  I belieAm  is  very  Ijad  ? — It  is  not  very 
good,  but  it  is  mk  very  bad  ; it  is  deficient  in  rpiantity,  and  not  very  excellent  in  quality; 
but  still  it  is  very  fair  water,  if  we  had  plenty  of  it.  At  present  it  is  supplied  to  a large 
portion  of  the  town  on  the  intermittent  system.  We  are  getting  better,  but  not  qinte  so 
fast  as  I should  like  to  see  things  getting  on.  The  water  company  are  making  considerable 
improA-ements  from  time  to  time,  but  they  do  not  get  on  quite  fast  enough  for  us. 

10.018.  {Mr.  Glayton.)  You  are  wise  people  at  Tynemouth;  you  do  not  standstill, 
but  bestir  yourselves — clurn  pro'xirnus  ardet.  You  commenced  your  cleansing  on  the 
6th  of  September? — From  the  6th  of  September.  A meeting  Avas  held  on  the  6th  of 
September,  at  which  measures  were  ordered. 

10.019.  Cases  of  cholera  haAung  already  occurred  in  Newcastle  ? — You  knoAv  that  much 
better  tlian  I do,  but  I believe  it  Avas  in  consequence  of  the  fire  having  burst  out  so 
extremely  near  to  us. 

10.020.  You  had  not,  I think,  till  then,  put  in  force  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Act? 
— No ; but  Ave  had  appointed  an  inspector  of  lodging-houses  Auider  the  powers  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  which  confers  powers  of  that  kind,  independently  of  the  poAvers  of 
the  Common  Lodging-house  Act.  We  have  since  adopted  the  Common  Lodging-houses 
Act  and  passed  our  byelaAvs  under  that  Act,  but  Ave  had  a considerable  time  previous  to 
that  appointed  an  ins])ector  of  common  lodging-houses  under  tlie  Public  Health  Act. 

10.021.  Which  prevails  Avith  you,  but  not  in  NeAvcastle  ? — Exactly;  also  as  to 
slaughter-houses,  we  instituted  regulations  for  them,  and  an  inspector  of  slaughter- 
houses had  been  appointed  for  some  time. 


jT.  C,  JAetch,  Esq. 
24tli  Jan.  1854 


4 E 2 


T.  C.  Lietch,  Esq. 
24th  Jan.  1854. 


580  CHOLERA  INQUIRY  COMMISSION,  TYNEMOUTH. 

10.022.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  any  objection  to  leave  with  us  this  paper  from  which 
you  are  reading  ? — None  at  all ; it  is  hardly  in  a fit  state  for  you,  I am  afraid,  but  you 
are  w elcome  to  make  what  use  of  it  you  please. 

10.023.  These  statements  are  correct  ? — They  are  so  far  as  I know.  We  are  still,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  anything  but  what  we  ought  to  be  in  the  way  either  of  sewering  or  draining. 
We  have  our  heads,  however,  turned  in  the  right  direction,  and  I Impe  we  shall  be  able 
to  give  a better  account  of  ourselves  before  many  years  are  over.  We  have  had  a com- 
plete survey  made  of  the  borough,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a proper  plan  of  sewerage 
works  laid  dowm  ; that  plan  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Boai'd  of  Health,  and  Mr.  Raw- 
linson  has  been  appointed  our  engineer  to  lay  the  works  down,  but  he  lias  not  got  any 
further  than  that  yet.  We  find  that  these  things  take  a great  deal  of  time  to  carry  out. 
We  have  been  doing  what  we  could  in  the  meantime.  We  have  adopted  the  Baths  and 
Washhouses  Act ; those  works  are  nearly  completed  ; I believe  they  will  be  open  for  use 
in  two  or  three  months,  and  we  have  been  doing  something  in  the  way  of  benefiting 
very  densely  peopled  parts  of  the  town,  where  it  is  impossible  to  get  back-yards  and 
privies.  We  have  been  supplying  public  water-closets  at  the  expen.se  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  taking  some  other  temporary  measures  of  that  kind,  but  they  are  all  tempo- 
rary until  we  can  get  our  sewerage  works  carried  out. 


TJte  followluij  staternants  are  extracted  from  the  above  pa'per  : 
Population  of  the  Borough  of  Tynemouth  according  to  the  Census  for  1851  : 


Tynemouth  townsliip  - - - - ] 4,493 

Military  in  barracks  - - - - - 151 

North  Shields  township  _ . . . 8,882 

Chirton  do.  - . - - - - .3,960 

Preston  do.  - - - . 933 

Gullercoats  do.  _ . . . 095 


Total  - - - - ~ 29,170 


St.vtement  of  Cases  of  Deaths  from  Cholera  in  the  Borough  of  Tynemouth,  1853. 


Name. 


William  IMcColl  - 


Robert  Rutledge  - 
Ann  Forster  ••  - 

Mary  Ann  Atkin- 
son. 


Janet  Pyves 

John  Eewcastle  - 
Mary  Soden 


Mary  Ann  Carr  - 


Barbara  Stewart 
Watson. 

Thomas  Carr 

William  Henry 
Willis. 

Ralph  Atkin  - - 


Date  of  Deatli. 


Residence. 


Remarks. 


North  Shields  District. 


45  ]22d  September 


I 

28  ' 2d  October  - 
39  j 6th  October  - 
3 I 7 th  October  - 

I 


I 

57  19th  October 


68 

54 


26th  October 
30th  October 


Turpin’s  Bank 
Bell  Street. 


East  IloAvdon  - 
East  riowdon  - 
East  Howdon  - 


Pipemaker’s  Bk. 

North  Shields. 
East  Howdon. 


- I 


Tynemouth  District. 
64  15th  September  - I Stephenson  St., 
! North  Shield.s 


65 


63  2 1 st  Septemb  er  - 


Tynemouth  (from 
Newcastle  ;. 
Stephenson  Street 


42  21st  September  - ; Wellington  St-, 

I North  Shields. 
Church  Street 
(from  Howden) 


55  I 28th  September  - 


This  is  a small  collection  princi- 
pally of  pitmen’s  cottages, 
situated  on  the  extreme  verge 
of  the  borough,  and  forming  a 
portion  of  a lai-ge  and  very 
lilthy  village,  or  small  town, 
called  Howden,  with  an  open 
ditch  or  runner  through  it. 
The  town  itself  is  outside  of 
our  jurisdiction. 


Travelling  woman,  Cramlington 
to  Shields,  from  a house  in 
Blyth,  which  she  liad  left  in 
consequence  of  the  cholera 
having  broken  out  there. 

% 

i Came  from  Newcastle  and  took 
the  complaint  immediately  on 
her  return. 


Brother  of  the  above  Mary  Ann 
Carr,  a bed-ridden  old  man. 
Blyth  postman. 


Total 


12  Deaths. 


In  addition  to  the  above  ther  Averc  several  cases  apparently  of  decided  cholera  Avhere  death 
did  not  take  place,  and  many  hundred  cases  of  choleraic  diarrhoea  Avhich  were  successfully  dealt 
with. 
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